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LEGISUTUEE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND,  1861. 


GOVERNOR. 

Hia  ISroeHency  Oolonel  TsKOfiS  Qokb  Bbowhb,  a  Companirai  of  the  Matt  Wxaaaiaide  Older 

o{  the  Bath. 


Piemiei  and  Colonial  Secretuy 
Colonial  Treastirer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs 
Minister  for  NatiTe  Afiaiis     . . 
Attorney-General 

Fostmaster-Oeneial   and   Secietaty  for  Gtoma 
Lands  .. 


MDnSTBY. 
(To  mh  July,  1861.) 
The  Hon 


Edward  Williak  Staivord. 
The  Hon.  Ohbistofhbb  Wuxiam  Rioevoitd, 
The  Hon.  Fbkdbbiok  Aiaysitts  Wbu>. 
The  Hon.  Fbedbbiok  Whitakxb. 

The  Hon.  Ebnbt  John  Tasobbs. 


(From  12th  Jnly.) 

Premier  and  Attomey-Oeneial  (to  2nd  Augnst)    ) 
Piemier  and  Colonial  Secretary  (from  2nd  Angnst)  J 
Colonial  Secretary  (to  2nd  Aogost) 
Colonial  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs    The  Hon. 
Minister  for  Native  Affairs      . .  . .  . .     The  Hon. 


The  Hon. 
The  Hon. 


Without  Portfolio  (to  2nd  Augnst) 
Without  Portfolio      . . 
Attomoy-Oeneral  (from  2nd  August)     . . 
Postmaster-General    and    Secretary    for  Crown 

liOiids  (from  2nd  August) . . 
Without  Portfolio  (from  20th  July) 


TELIi. 

The  Hon. 
The  Hon. 
The  Hon. 

The  Hon. 
The  Hon. 


WniiAK  Fox. 

Isaac  Eabi.  Fbathbbston. 
Readeb  Gilson  Wood. 
Wai/teb  Baldock  Ddbaht  Mak* 

John  Whxiakson. 
Thoxas  Hbitdebsoh. 
Henbt  Seweix. 

Obosbib  Wabd. 
Danibl  Poijan. 


ROLL  OP  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 


Azney,  Hon.  George  Alfred,  Chief  Justice,  Auck- 

hjid. 
Baillie,  Hon.  William   Douglas  Hall,   Mad- 

borongb. 
Hartley,  Hon.  Thomas  Houghton,   Auckland 

(Speaker). 
Blaloston,  Hon.  Charles  Robert,  Canterbury. 
Crawford,  Hon.  James  Coutts,  Wellington. 
Catfield,.  Hon.  George,  Taranaki. 
Gibbes,  Hon.  Six  Samuel  Osborne,  Bart.,  Whan- 

garei. 
OilfiUan,  Hon.  John  Anderson,  Auckland. 
Harris,  Hon.  John  Hyde,  Otago. 


Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 
Eenn^,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 
Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Southland. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 
Russell,  Hon.  Andrew  Htunilton,  Napier. 
Russell,  Hon.  John  Charles  Watts,  Canterbury. 
Salmon,  Hon.  John,  Auckland. 
Sewell,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
Swainson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Tancred,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Canterbury. 
Whitaker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Auckland. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBKRS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Atkinson,  Harry  Albert,  Orey  and  Bell. 

Bell,  Francis  Billon,  Wallace. 

Brandon,  Alfred  de  Bathe,  Forima. 

Butler,  William,  Mongonni. 

Carleton,  Hugh,  Bay  of  Islands  (Chairman  of 

OommitteeBJ. 
Garter,  Charles  Booking,  Wairarapa. 
Oolenso,  William,  Napier. 
Cookson,  Isaac  Thomas,  Eoiapoi. 
Creyke,  Alfred  Richard,  Avon. 
Oortis,  Herbert  Evelyn,  Motueka. 
Dick,  Thomas,  City  of  Bnnedin. 
Domett,  Alfred,  City  of  Nelson. 
Eyes,  William  Henry,  Wairau; 
Featherston,  Isaac  Earl,  City  of  Wellington. 
Firth,  Josioh  Clifton,  City  of  Auckland  West. 
IBttzherbert,  William,  Hutt. 
Fox,  William-,  Rongitikei. 
Fraser,  Thomas,  Hampden. 
Qillies,  Thomas  Bannatyne,  Bruce. 
Graham,  George,  Newton. 
Graham,  Robert,  Franklin. 
Hall,  George  Williamson,  Heathoote. 
Eamson,  Henry  Shafto,  Wanganoi  (resigned 

emd  re-elected). 
Henderson,  Thomas,  Northern  Division. 
7ollie,  Francis,  Timaru. 
Kettle,  Ohules  Henry,  Bruce. 
King,  WUUam  Cutfleld,  Grey  and  Bell  (died). 
Mantell,  Walter  Baldook  Durant,  Wallace. 
Mason,  William,  Pensioner  Settlements. 


McGlashan,  Edward,  City  of  Donedin. 

Monro,  David,  Pioton  (Speaker). 

Munro,  John,  Marsden. 

Nixon,  Marmoduke  George,  Franklin. 

O'Neill,  James,  Northern  Division. 

Ormohd,  John  Davies,  Clive. 

O'Rorke,  Gteorge  Maurice,  Town  of  Onehonga. 

Renall,  Alfred,  Hutt. 

Rhodes,  William  Barnard,  City  of  Wellington. 

Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Oollingwood. 

Richmond,  Christopher  William,  Town  of  New 

Plymouth. 
Richmond,  James  Crowe,  Omata. 
Rowley,  Thomas,  Ellesmere. 
Russell,  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland  East. 
Saunders,  Alfred,  Waimea. 
Stafford,  Edward  William,  City  of  Nelson. 
Stark,  Henry  Powning,  Napier  (resigned). 
Taylor,  Charles  John,  Raglan. 
Toylor,  William  Waring,  City  of  Wellington. 
Ward,  Crosbie,  Town  of  Lyttelton. 
Weld,  Frederick  Aloysius,  Cheviot. 
Wells,  William,  Suburbs  of  Nelson. 
Wemyss,  James  Balfour,  Suburbs  of  Nelson 


Wilhamson,  John,  City  of  Auckland  West. 
Wilson,  John  Craoroft,  C.B.,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 
White,  Augustus  Edward,  Akaroa. 
Wood,  Reader  Gilson,  Pamell. 
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JVWE   3   TO    SEFTEMBEB   7,    1861. 


ExFIiAHATIOH  OP  AbBBXVIATIONS. 

Int.,  Introdnction  of  Bill.— 1b.,  2b.,  8b.,  Fiist,  Second,  and  Thiid  Beading. — Dig.,  Disohaiged.— 
h.,  Honse  of  BepiesentatiTes. — l.c.,  Legidative  OotmoU. — ^Adj.,  Adjoomment  or  Adjourned. 

f^l  — Amend.,  Amendment. — el.,  Claose. — <!om.,  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  or  Oommitted. 
— ^Becom.,BeoomjmttedorBecomniittal. — Sel.  Com.,  Select  Committee. — Conf.,Conferenoe. 
— Cons.,  Consideration. — Deb.,  Debate. — Expl.,  Explanation. — Instr.,  Instruction. — m.. 
Motion. — Obfl.,  Observation. — g..  Question. — m.g.,  Main  Question.— ^i.^..  Previous  Question. 
— ^Bep.,  Beport. — r.p.,  Beport  Progress. — Bes.,  Besolution. 


AJiductiofif 
k^  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  81 ;  a.  (Mr.  Butler),  88 ;  m. 
Mr.  Butler),  101 ;  fMr.  Pox),  302 ;  3.  (Mr. 
<tadeton),  289 ;  q.  Qtt.  Muntell),  294 

AeeomoHodatiem, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Neill),  153 

Addret*  m  Reply, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Jollie),  18 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  26 
Lc.,  SeL  Com.  4 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tanored),  9 ; 
Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  28 

Addre$$  to  Ser  Majttty, 
t.,  m.  (Mr.  StaSoid),  17 
LL,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tanored),  28 

Adinu  to  Hii  ExeeUeney, 
A.,  at.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  88;  (Mr.  Stafford), 

79.  92,  108;  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  340;  Obs. 

(Mr.  SpeiJEer),  350 
Lc,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  814 ;  Obs. 

(Hon.  the  Speaker),  828 

Atgow  wwnt, 
kl,m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  5;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker), 

7 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  180,  218 ;  (Mr.  Stafford), 

961;  (Mr.Wud),377 
Ix^  IQS ;  iM.  (Hon.  Mr.  Toncred),  168 ;  (Hon. 

Mt.  SeweU),  899 


Advatuset  to  Agents  BUI, 
Ijs.,  Int.  12 ;  IB.  29 ;  2b.  and  Com.  89 ;  3b.  59 
h.,  IB.  62;  2b.  and  Com.  72;  8b.  75 

Appointment  of  Judges, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey),  278 

Appointments, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  87;  (Mr.  Wood),  60;  5. 
(Ml.  Wilson),  244 

Appropriation  BiU, 
f.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  877 
■  h.,  iB.  878 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  884 

Arms  Act  Continuance  Bitt, 
k.,  IB.  274 ;  2b.  and  Com.  287 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

Sb.  298 ;  Amend.  348,  869 
I.e.,  IB.  294;  2b.  822;  Com.  389;  Sb.  840; 

Amend.  869 

Amu  BiU, 
k.,  c[.  (Mr.  Stafford),  210 

Abnbt,  Hon.  G.  A.,  Chief  Justice,  Avekkmd, 
Advances  to  Agents  Bill,  2b.  39 
Appointment  of  Judges,  m.  278,  286 
lAnd  Bevenne  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  throim  out,  268 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  12;   Com.  18; 
Oanf.277 
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Abhbt,  Eon.  G.  A. — continued. 
New  Judge,  g.  267 

Besident  Magistrates  Otdinanoe  Ajnendment 
BUI,  2b.  69 

Aisistance  to  Natives, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Fiaset),  243 

Atkinson,  Mi.  H.  A.,  Qrey  and  BeU, 
Militia,  m.  2il 
Supply— 

m.  354 

Class  VII.,  367 

Auekland  ImmigraHon   Certifleate    Act  18S8 

Amendment  BiXl, 
I.C.,  Int.  340;   iB.  350;   2b.  and  Sel.  Com. 

352;    Com.  859;   Becom.    and   3b.   869; 

Amend.  369 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  871 

Awikland  Immigration  Certifleate  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  236;  2b.  248;  Com.  276;  Bep.  Com. 

and  3b.  287 ;  Coni.  849 ;  Amend.  353 
I.C.,  IB.  286;   2b.  and  Com.  SOD;  8b.  829; 

Conf .  350 ;  Amend.  352 

Auckland  Sepresentation  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  242 ;  2b.  248  ;  Com.  277 ;  Beoom.  287 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  Sb.  298 
Ix.,  IB.  294 ;  2b.  and  Com.  815;  8b.  329 

Audit  Act  Amendment  BUI, 
h;  iB.  205 ;  2b.  thio\m  out,  887 

Audit  Committee, 
h.  70 ;  t».  (Mr.  Curtis),  236 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 
376 ;  (Mr.  Wood),  878 ; 


B. 

Balneavia  Bemitsion  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  286 ;  2b.  242  ;  Com.  and  3b.  273 
J.C.,  IB.  286;  Sb.  and  Com.  800;  8b.  316 

Bank  of  New  South  Walet  Bill, 
h.,  Int.,  1b.,  and  Bel.  Com.  43  ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

102 ;  2b.  and  Com.  176 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

Sb.  180 ;  Amend.  212 
I.e.,  m,  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  168;  IB. 

181 1  Sel.  Com.,  Sb.,  and  Com.  189 ;  8b.  209 

Bankruptcy  BM, 
k.,lB.  60;  Dis.  176 

Bay  of  Itkmds  Election, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Williamson),  8 

Say  of  Islands  Native  Magistrate, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  216 

Bbu.,  Mr.  F.  DnxoN,  WaUaa*, 

Accommodation,  m.  152 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  28 

Address  to  His  Ezoellenoy,  m.  96,  844 

Adjournment,  m.  6 
'    Business  of  Session,  m.  276 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary,  m.  279,  276 


Bblc,  Mr.  F.  Dnzoif — continued, 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill,  IB.  17 
Cbinese,  g.  373 
Customs,  m.  274 
Election  of  Speaker,  m.  2 
Election  Petition,  m.  16 
Intestate  Natives'  Succession  BUI,  2b.  73 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  BilU 

Com.  292 
Land-purchase,  m.  53, 188 
Land  Question,  m.  36 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Aot  Amend- 
ment BUI,  iB.  178  ;  Bep.  Com.  212 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  179 
Military  Defence,  m.  Sel.  Com.  89,  90, 103 
MUitia,  m.  241 

Native  Affairs,  m.  74, 181, 186 
Native  Expenditure,  m.  371 
Native  Title,  m.  312,  828 
Native  War,  m.  62 ;  g.  369,  870,  871 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   BUI,    2b. 

negatived,  260,  274 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU  (No.  3), 

2b  327 
New  Zealand  Bonk  BUI,  1b.  63 
Pensioners  Claims  BiU,  2b.  260 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham,  m.  268 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  822,  823,  348, 

374 
Fompallier  Land  BUI,  Int.  275 
Privilege,  m.  238,  239 
Private  Grievances,  m.  Sel.  Com.  17 
Provincial  Audit  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  218,  221  ; 

Com.  264 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Eevival  BiU,  2b.  235 
Steam  Postal  Service,  m.  34 
Supply — 

m.  289 

Class  v.,  338 

Class  IX.,  346,  847 

Class  VUI.,  861,  862,  866 

Land  Purchase  Department,  877,  878,  880, 
383 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  tn.  289 
Waikato,  m.  27 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  126,  242 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  App(»- 

tionment  BiU,  Int.  816 

Bbanson,  Mr.  A.  ob  B.,  Porirua, 

Adjournment,  m.  214 

Auckland  Bepresentatiooa  Bill,  2b.  348 

Bankruptcy  BiU,  1b.  60 

Cattle  Disease,  m.  80 

Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  78 

Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill^  !•, 
179 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment BUI,  IB.  181 

Intestate  Natives'  Sucoeision  BiU,  2b.  72 

Land-purchase,  m.  66 

Land  Begistry  Amendment  BiU,  Sel.  Com. 
Dis.  232 

HUitary  Stores,  w.  48 

Native  Conference,  q,  40 

Native  War,  m.  62 

New  Writ,  m.  2S 

New  Zealand  Bank  BiU,  Is.  68 
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Bbabdon,  Mr.  A.  on  B. — eontinued. 
■  ItoTincitd  Audit  Bill  OHo.  2),  3b.  316 ;  Com. 

365 
Betideat  Magistiates'  Extension  o{  Joiisclio- 

tion  Act  Bevival  Bill,  2b.  234 
StMun  Postal  Senrice,  Bep.  SeL  Com.  238 
Bapply,  m.  208 

Btuby,  ifr.  James, 
h..  Evidence,  851 


t  of  SsttioHt 
h.,Q.  (Mr.  Fox),  40.  76;  (Mr.  Stafford),  169 ; 
[Mr.  Fox),  244;   m.  (Mr.  O'Borke),   274; 
Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  806;  Ob*.  (Mr.  Speaker), 


BVTLBB,  Mr.  W.,  JfON^OMIM, 

Abduction,  j.  88;  m.  101 


C. 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary, 
%.,  m.  (Mr.  Dillon  BeU),  276 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  17 ;  2b.  87 ;  Com.  SS ;  Sb.  62 ;  Amend. 

117 
Ix.,  IB.  70 ;  2b.  and  Com.  73 ;  3b.  87 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  BiU  (No.  S), 
h.,  iB.  316 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  321 
Ix.,  iB.  332 ;  3b.  and  Com.  839 ;  Sb.  840 

Cabixion,  Mr.  H.,  Bay  of  Islandi, 
Abduction,  o-  289,  295 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  103,  341,  342, 

345 
Auckland  Beprasentation  Bill,  2b.  249 
Bay  of  Islands  Election,  m.  8 
Bay  of  Islands  Native  Magistrate,  m.  2l6 
Business  of 'Session,  m.  275 ;  Obs.  307 
Case  of  Mr.  Hooker,  q.  289 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  31 
Charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond,  m.  821, 

824 
Oivil  Sernoe  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  348 
Consideration  of  Message  No.  3,  m.  78 
Crown  Grants,  m.  231 
Despatches,  m.  359,  360 
Election  of  Speaker,  m.  2 
Election  Petition,  m.  14, 15, 16,  62 
Intestate  Natives'  Succession  Bill,  2b.  73 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  242 ;  Com.  291,  292,  293 
Land-purchase,  m.  41,  42, 65, 187, 188,  202 
Letter  from  William  Thompson,  j.  59 
Library  and  Printing,  m.  80 
HiUtia,  m.  241 
Kative  ASaiiB,  m.  74, 185 
Native  War,  m.  61,  67 ;  q.  369,  870 
H«w  Provinces  Act   Amendment   Bill,  SB. 

negatived,  349,  269,  378    ■ 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  3), 

lB.306 
New  Writs,  tn.  7 
Sem  Zealand  Baaik  Bill,  iB.  68 
Order  of  Business,  m.  337 


Cableton,  Mr.  H. — oontinued. 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham,  m.  371 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  SM 
Petition  of  John  Edmonds,  m.  103 
Pioton  Railway  Bill,  2b.  262 
Private  Orievances,  m.  Sel.  Com.  17 ;  Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  296,  296,  297 
Privilege,  m.  239,  245 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  3b.  218,  221 ; 

Com.  247 
Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 

thrown  oat,  318 
Standing  Orders,  Bep.  SeL  Com.  92;  Sel. 

Com.  169 
Strangers  in  the  House,  Obs.  117 
Unauthorised  Expenditure,  m.  204,  205,  216 
Want  of  Confldenoe,  m.  121,  242 

Oabtbb,  Mr.  0.  R.,  Wairanyoa, 
Cattle  Disease,  nt.  31 
Despatches,  q.  30 
Land-purchaise,  m.  88,  41 
Military  Stores,  m.  88 
Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858  Amendment 

Bill,  IB.  91 
Resident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Juiiadio- 

tion  Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  233 
Supply,  m.  309 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  183 
War  Loan,  m.  43 

Cote  of  C.  J.  Johntton, 
h.,  tn.  (Mr.  Fox),  92 

Cote  of  Major  Dwrie, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Harrison),  352 

Caie  of  Mr.  Hooker, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Garleton),  289 

Cattle  Dieetise, 

h.,  a.  (Mr.  R.  Graham),  6;  m.  SO;  Bep.  SeL 
Com.  75 

Chairman  of  Committee*, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Russell),  17 

Charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  179,  187 ;  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  . 
821, 824 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  887,  878 

Chatham  Islands, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Weld),  822 

Chinese, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell),  873 

CivU  Sertriee  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  71 

Civil  Service  Amendment  BUI, 
h.,  iB.  324  ;  2b.  348  ;  Com.  and  8b.  872 
I.C.,  IB.  369;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  372- 

C01.EN80,  Mr.  W.,  Napier, 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  342 
Audit  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  376 
Business  of  Session,  m.  375 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  848 
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CoLBHSO,  Mr.  Vf.-^eoniinuei 
Oovermnecit  Offioera,  m.  874 
International  Exhibition,  m.  808 
Militia,  m.  241 

Native  Title,  m.  SOS,  809 ;  s-  851 
Native  War,  q.  370 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  249 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

IB.  805,  806;  2b.  826 
Order  of  Bnsiness,  m.  287 
Pensioners*  Olaims  Bill,  2b.  260 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  823,  348 
Private  Orievances,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  295 
Fiotection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  m.' 

371 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill,  1b.  290 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  247,  288, 

297,  298,  299 
Resident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Juiisdio- 

tion  Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  238 
Supply— 

m.  277 

Class  IX.,  846 

m.  355 

Class  Vin.,  861,  863 

Land-purchase,  383,  884 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  Hilitai7,  m.  329 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  Victorian  Parliament,  m. 

824 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  242 
Wellington  and  Hawke'a  Bay  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill,  Int.  316 

Colonial  Allowances, 
k.,  TO.  (Mr.  Wood),  878 

Commissioners'  Powers  Bill, 
{.c,  Int.  29 ;  1b.  39 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  59 ; 

Com.  68 ;  8b.  70 ;  Amend.  102 
h.,  iB.  74 ;  2b.  and  Com.  91 ;  Sb.  101 

Consideration  of  Message  No.  8, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  77 

OooKBON,  Mr.  I.  T.,  Kaiapoi, 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2b.  827 

Cbbtkb,  Mr.  A.  B.,  Avon, 
•  Xieave  of  Absence,  tn.  60 

Crown  Orants, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Jollie),  77,  180;  (Mr.  Carleton), 

281 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tanored),  267,  261 

Oubtis,  Mr.  H.  K.,  ifottteka. 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m,  101,  842 

Adjonrmnent,  m.  5 

Audit  Committee,  m,  236 

Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  848 

SMnance,  to.  151 

International  Exhibition,  m.  803 

Native  War,  to.  67 

Nelson  Postmaster,  q.  169 

New  Writs,  to.  7 

New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  IB.  68 

PriTate  Orievances,  Sel.  Com.  71 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  247,  288 


Cuirns,  Mr.  H.  E. — continued. 
Beddent  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jnrisdio- 

tion  Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  233 
Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  q.  69 ;  m.  71 
Supply — 

TO.  209,  289 

Class  VI.,  838, 889 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  145 

Ctistoms, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  CNeiU),  62 ;  m.  (Mr.  Kettle),  77 ; 
f.  (Mr.  CNeiU),  181,  210 ;  m.  (Mr.  Dillam 

Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  BUI, 
K,  IB.  348;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3B..851;  Amend. 

872 
I.e.,  IB.  852 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  859 

CuTFiBLD,  Hon.  O.,  Taranahi, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  11 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  181 


Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  179 ;  2b.  202 ;  Com.  212  ;   Bep.  Conu 

and  3b.  235 
I.e.,  IB.  238 ;   2b.  negatived,  277 


Defence  of  Colony, 
A.,  TO.  (Mr.  Stafford),  8  ' 


Despatches, 

Stafford),  230 ;  m.'(Mi.  Carleton),  869 


h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carter),  80;    j^jMr.  Pox),   169 j 


BicK,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m,  84 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
Business  of  Session,  to.  244 
Cattle  Disease,  to.  30 
Customs,  TO.  77 
Ooldflelds,  q.  286,  258 
Native  Affairs,  m.  185 
New  Judge,  q.  286 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  250| 

251 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  246 
Steam  Postal  Service,  m.  84 ;   Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

224, 226,  228 
StewEirt  Island,  m.  43 
Supply,  TO.  208 
Want  of  Confidence,  to.  118 

Diseased  Cattle  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  153 ;  2b.  202 ;  Com.  216, 235,  288,  243, 

277 ;  Rep.  Com.  and  3b.  289 ;  Conf.  359, 

360 ;  Amend.  369 
I.C.,  iB.  286 ;   2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  315 ;    Com. 

329 ;    Reoom,  839 ;   8b.  850 ;    Conl.  859 ; 

Amend.  868 

District  Courts, 

h.,  a.  (Mr.  Fox),  29 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fixth),  297 ;  (tSx. 
Fox),  878 
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Divisions, 

te.,  Addiess  in  Beply,  m.  11 
'     Land  Bevenae  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  243 

Land  Bevenaa    Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  oat,  258 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Lit. 
negatived,  ST7 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2b.  and  Com.  340 

Boyal  Pierogatire  of  Mercy,  m.  238 
A.,  Accommodation,  m.  154  - 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  846 

Adjoamment,  m.  261 

Audit  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  thrown  ont, 
338 

Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  348 ;  Com. 
872 

Government  Officers,  m.  874 

Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 
Com.  293 

Iiand-parohase,  m.  188 

Native  Afiairs,  m.  74 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   Bill,  2b. 
negatived,  273,  274 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2b.  827;  Com.  328 

Order  oi  Bosiness,  m.  237 

Petition  of  James  Basby,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  375 

Picton  Railway  Bill,  Com.  263,  329 

Provincial  Aadit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  261,  263, 
265,288,299 

Pnblio  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 
thrown  ont,  319 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  228 

Supply — 
m.  237 
Class  v.,  338 
Class  VI.,  339 
Land  Purohase  Department,  882,  383 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  115, 151,  168,  242 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill,  Lit.  821 

Domett,  Mr.  A.,  City  of  Nelson, 

Adjournment,  m.  215 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  340,  341,  344 

Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  348,  349 ; 
Com.  872 

Ijand    Claims    Settlement   Extension  BiU, 
Com.  292 

Land  Question,  m.  Sel.  Com.  37 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.  241 

Native  Title,  m.  309 

Nelson  and  Marlborough  Debt,  q.  320 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begolations  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  285 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  256 

Private  Grievances,  Sel.  Com.  17 ;  Bep.  Sel. 
Com.  297 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  247,  265, 
288,299 

Besident'Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Bevival  Bill,  2b.  233 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  S3;  Bep. 
224,228 

Supply— 

Class  Tin.,  S63 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  110 


Dun  Mountain  Railway  Bill, 
K,  IB.  101 ;  Sel.  Com.  151 ;  2b.  187 ;  Com.  and 

3b.  205 
I.C.,  IB.  209 ;  Sel.  Com.  212 ;  2b.  and  Com. 

230;  8b.  288 


Election  of  Speaker, 
«.,  m.  (Mr.  Dillon  BeU),  2 ;  Obs.  4 

Election  of  Superintendents, 
Ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tancred)^  368 

Election  Petition, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Williamson),  U ;  (Mr.  Wilson),  62 

Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  816;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  325 

Election  Returns, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  48 

Election  Writs  Committee, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Speaker),  851 

Evidence, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  m.  74 

Eybs,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wairau, 
New  Provinces  Act,  m.  242 
Picton  Bailway  Bill,  Sel.  Com.  91 ;  2b.  262 

Exchange  of  Lands  (Marlborough)  Bitl, 
h.,  iB.  and  Joint  Com.  348 


P. 


Feathebston,  Dr.  I.  E.,  City  of  WeVAngUm, 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary,  m.  276 

Charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond,  Sel. 
Com.  180 

Goldfields,  $.  218,  231 

Land-purchase,  m.  44,  56 

Land  Bevenue,  m.  28,  58 

Land  Bevenue   Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU,  1b.  177 ;  2b.  205 

Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  179 

Native  Afiairs,  m.  53, 188 ;  q.  231 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2B.  268 

New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  2b.  176 

Order  of  Business,  m.  287 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  224 

Supply- 
Financial  Statement,  199,  200 
Land  Purchase  Department,  881,  382 

Unauthorized  Expenditure,  m.  204 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill,  Lib.  316 

Fencing  Bill, 
fc.,  IB.  172;  Dis.  201 

Finanee, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  87 ;  m.  (Mr.  Curtis),  161 ; 
2.  (Mr.  O'NeiU),  177 
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financial  Statement, 
h.,  Obg.  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bioluaond),  75  (see  Supply, 
190) 

FiBCH,  Mr.  J.  0.,  City  ofAuekland  Wett, 
Acoommoclation,  m.  1S4 
Address  to  His  Excellenoj,  m.  86,  342 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
District  Cooits,  m.  297 
Ijand  Claims  Settlement  Act  Kxtension  Bill, 

Com.  292 
LEmd-pnrchase,  m.  360 
Iieotures  on  Maori  Custom,  m.  320 
Native  Affairs,  m.  74 
Native  War,  m.  67 
Nev7  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  iB.  64;   2b.  and 

Com.  176 
Petition  of  John  Edmonds,  m.  103 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  m. 

871 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  266,  298, 

299 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  82,  38,  34 ; 

Bep.  Sel.  Com.  222,  227 
Supply- 
Class  IX.,  347 

Class  Vm.,  366 

Land  Purchase  Department,  882 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  137,  242 
Waikato,  q.  76 

FlTZBKBBEBT,  Mr.  W.,  Hutt, 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  24 

Addresses  to  His  Excellency,  m.  38,  89  - 

Adjoomment,  m.  214 

Audit  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  375,  376 

Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  78 

Evidence,  m.  74 

Intestate  Natives'  Succession  Bill,  2b.  72 

Land-purchase,  m.  38,  49 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  207 

Native  Afiaits,  m.  28,  374 

Native  Title,  m.  314 

Native  War,  m.  61,  69 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b. 
254 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
Is.  304 ;  2b.  827 

Private  Grievances,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  296 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  221,  246; 
Com.  261,  288,  298 

Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 
thrown  out,  319 

Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  m.  71 

Supply— 
m.  855 

Class  vm.,  362 

Land  Purchase  Department,  381,  382, 383 
m.  384 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill,  Int.  316 

rox,  Mr.  W.,  Rangitikei, 

Abduction,  m.  31,  32 ;  g.  88  ;  m.  202 
Accommodation,  m.  1S3 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  22 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  83, 86,  95, 98, 
99, 108,  341,  842,  845 


Pox,  Mr.  Vf  .—eonHmued. 

Adjournment,  m.  180,  213,  215 

Appointment,  q.  244 

Arms  Bill,  g.  210 

Audit  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  thrown  oat^ 
337,338 

Bankruptcy  Bill^  1b.  60 

Business  of  Session,  g.  40 ;  m.  76,  244,  275  ; 
Obs.  306,  807 

Case  of  C.  3.  Johnston,  m.  92 

Case  of  Mr.  Hooker,  m.  289 

Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  77,  79 

Chinese,  q.  873 

Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  848 

Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill,  iB. 
179 

Despatches,  g.  169,  230,  359 

District  Courts,  q.  29 ;  m.  297,  878 

Fencing  Bill,  Dis.  202 

General  Assembly,  q.  231 ;  m.  281 

Ooldfields,  a.  286 

Inspector  of  Public  Works,  m  320 

Instructions  to  His  Excellency,  m.  74 

International  Exhibition,  q.  243 ;  m.  308 

Juries,  a.  189 

Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill,. 
Com.  292 ;  q.  316 

Land-purchase,  m.  27,  40,  42,  44,  48,  68 

Land  Question,  m.  Sel.  Com.  85 ;  Sel.  Com. 
58 ;  g.  59 ;  m.  76 

"Land  Begistry  Act,  1860,"  m.  800,  802 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU,  IB.  177 ;  Bep.  Com.  210 

Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Conf.  247 

Letter  from  William  Thompson,  q.  59 
'    Message  from  His  Excellency,  Obsl  280 

Military  Defence,  m.  Sel.  Com.  16 

MiUtia,  m.  241 ;  Obs.  258,  274 

Ministerial  Statement,  172,  176,  289,  240,  241 

Native  Affairs,  m.  28,  74,  101,  182,  183,  202  ; 
g.  204 

Native  Title,  m.  309 

Native  War,  m.  27,  61,  72 

New  Judge,  g.  236 

New  Provinces  Act,  g.  29 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  iB. 
231 ;  2b.  negatived,  249,  256,  269 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2),. 
IB.  304;  2r.  825;  Com.  328 

Newspaper  Reports,  Obs.  287 

New  Writ,  tn.  25,  26 

Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  822,  348 

Picton  Bailway  Bill,  3b.  289 

Private  Grievances,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  295 

Privilege,  m.  239 

Prorogation,  g.  298 

Protection  of  Certain  Aiiimii.l«  Bill,  iB.  290 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  216,  218,. 
221.  246;  Com.  247,  263,  264,  288,  298,  299 

Provincial  Loans,  g.  236  ;  m.  332,  385 

Public  Expenditure  Control  BiU  (No.  2),  iB- 
291;  2b.  thrown  out,  318 

Registrar-General,  g.  294 

Resident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Revival  BiU,  1b.  210 ;  2b.  232, 233,. 
234 

Resignation  of  Ministers,  Obs.  169, 170 

Returns,  tn.  69 

Royal  Prerogative  of  Heioy,  g.  69 
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Pox,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Steam  Postal  Sexrioe,  Bep.  SaL  Com.  236, 

226 
SHpply— 

Fmanoial  Statement,  SOI 

m.  209 

Class  IX.,  S46,  847 

Class  Vni.,  358,  364 

Class  IX.,  868 

Land  Purchase  Department,  376,  379,  380, 
383 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  m.  371,  376, 

378 
Terms  of  Peace,  m.  91, 92 
Vote  of  Tbanks  to  Militaiy,  m.  331 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  Victorian  Parliament,  m. 

334 
Waikato,  m.  96,  27 ;  q.  73 
Waikato  Committee,  q.  39 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  108, 167,  342 
War  Loan,  m.  248 ;  g.  351 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill,  Int.  317 

Fbaseb,  Captain  T.,  Hampden, 
Assistance  to  Natives,  q.  248 
Bosiness  of  Session,  m.  244 
Land  Question,  m.  244 
Oamaru,  m.  202 
Privilege,  m.  239 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   Bill,    2b. 

250 
Provincial  Andit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  347 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  117, 242 


■General  AstettMy, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mason),  281 ;  (Mr.  Stafford),  381, 
321 

Odbbs,  Hon.  Sir  Osbobnx,  Bart.,  Whangarei, 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  11 

Address  to  £Us  Excellency,  m.  814 

Apx>ointment  of  Judges,  m.  286 

Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act  1868 
Amendment  BUI,  Int.  840 

Bank  of  New  South  Wales  BUI,  m.  153 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  367 

Military  Stores,  m.  12  ;  q.  89,  87, 152 

Native  Conference,  q.  814 

Newspapers,  m.  12 

Statutes,  m.  800 

Standing  Orders,  m.  889 

UnnhLis,  Hon.  7.  A.,  Auckland, 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham,  Obs.  69 

Ooldfieldt, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  A.  3.   Bichmond),  18;   q.  (Mr^ 
Wells),  213 ;  (Mr.  MoOlashan),  231 ;  (Mr> 
Dick),  236,  258 

■Government  Officert, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Q-NeiU),  886;  «».  (Mr.  CBacke), 
373 


Oovemor'i  Speech, 
l.e.,  8 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  5 

QbahAm,  Mr.  0.,  Newton, 
Address  to  His  ExceUency,  m.  38 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  SO 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.  35 
MUitia,  m.  241,  360 
Native  Affairs,  m.  63 ;  q.  831 
Native  War,  m.  62 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  tn, 

871 
Provincial  Andit  BUI  (No.  2),  Com.  264 
Beads,  o.  26 

Rojral  netogatire  of  Mercy,  m.  71 
Supply — 

Class  IX.,  846 

m.855 

Class  Vm.,  362 

Land  Purchase  Department,  881 

Oraham,  Mr.  B.,  FrankUn, 

Cattle  Disease,  g.  6  ;  m.  30,  81 

Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  BiU, 
Com.  293 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BUt,  IB.  178 

Lectures  on  Maori  Custom,  m.  830 

Militia,  m.  241,  242 

Native  Title,  t».  811 

Private  Orievainoes,  Sel.  Com.  172 

Prorogation,  q.  298 

Provincial  Audit  BiU  (No.  2),  Com.  299 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  88 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  150 


H*T.r,,  Mr.  O.  W.,  Heatheote, 
Native  War,  m.  69 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2t, 
lB.304;  2b.  827 

Habbison,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Wanganui, 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  843 
Case  of  Major  Durie,  m.  863 
MUitia,  m.  341 
Native  Title,  m.  311 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU,  SB.  349 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU  (No.  3), 

lB.306 
Protection  of  Certain  Anitnals  BiU,  iB.  290 
Supply — 

Class" 


Vn.,868 


House  Committee, 
l.e.,  Sel.  Com.  6 
/».,  Sel.  Com.  9 

Eawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  BiJl, 
h.,  iB.  181 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  208 ;  Amend. 

848 
{.c,  IB.  209;  2b.  and  Com.  212;   Com.  848; 

Sel.  Com.  315 
2.e.,  1b.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  829 
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Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  Ametiehntnt 

BUI, 
h.,  IB.  181 :  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  208 ;  Amend. 

276 
Ix.,  iB.  209 ;  2b.  and  Com.  280;  Com.  248; 

8b.  257 

Inspector  of  Public  Works, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafiord),  820 

.Instructions  to  His  Exeelleney, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pox),  74 

IntemaHonal  EaMbiticn, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  248 ;  m.  (Mr.  Wells),  SOS 

Intestate  Natives'  Succession  BiU, 
/».,lB.  60;  2b.  72,  180;  Com.  205,  282,  242; 

Bep.  Com.  and  8b.  287 ;  Conf .  849 ;  Amend. 

852 
{.c,  IB.  286 ;  2b.  and  Com.  800 ;  Beoom.  822 ; 

8b.  829;  Conf.  850 ;  Amend.  852 


J. 

Johnston,  Hon.  3.,  Wellington, 
Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Aot  Amendment 

Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  258 
Besignation  of  Ministers,  Obs.  171 

JoLLiE,  Mr.  T.,  Timartt, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  18,  21,  24 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary,  m.  276 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill,  1b.  17 
Grown  Grants,  to.  77, 180 
Diseased  Cattle  Bill,  Conf.  860 
Land  Question,  m.  Sel.  Com.  87 
Martial  Law,  q.  40 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  90, 187 
Native  Affairs,  m.  68, 172, 182 
Native  War,  to.  61 
New  Provinces  Aot  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  250, 

257 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

2b.  825 
Private  Orievanoes,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  295,  817 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  221,  246 ; 

Com.  288 
Supply,  TO.  208 
Timam,  to.  18 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  ISO,  242 

Juries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bichmond),  189 

Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  210 ;  2b.  and  Com.  282 ;  Bep.  Com. 

and  8b.  288 
I.C.,  IB.  288 ;  2b.  and  Com.  257 ;  3b.  262 


E. 

Kbttle,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Bruce, 
Accommodation,  m.  153 
Assistance  to  Natives,  q.  244 


Ei!TTi.E,  Mr.  0.  H. — contifiued. 
Customs,  TO.  77 
Land  Question,  m.  248 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  38 
Mr.  Heaphy's  Beport,  m.  74 
New  Provinces  Act   Amendment   Bill,  3b^ 

negatived,  270 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  225 
Want  of  Conffdenoe,  m.  242 


Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  231 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  242 ;  Com.  291,. 
293;  <2.  815 

Land-purchase, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  27 ;  (Mr.  Pitzherbert),  38 ; 
(Mr.    Fox),    40;    (Dr.    Feathetston),    44, 
58;  (Mr.  Pox),   63;  ^r.  Carleton),  187, 
202;  (Mr.  Firth),  860 

Land  Question, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Weld),  34  ;  m.  58 ;  q.  (Mr. 
Fox),  69 ;  TO.  76 ;  (Mr.  Ormond),  88 ;  (Cap- 
tain Fraser),  244 ;  (Mr.  Kettle),  248 

"  Land  Registry  Act,  1860," 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  800 

Land  Registry  Amendment  BiU, 
{.c,  Int.  12;  IB.  13;  2b.  and  Com.  29;  B«- 

com.  89 ;  8b.  69 :  Amend.  369 
h.,  iB.  62 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  72 ;  Sel.  Com. 

Dis.  232 ;  Com.  332 ;  Com.  and  3b.  372 

Land  Revenue, 
h.,  TO.  (Dr.  Peatherston),  28, 58 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 

Bill, 
h.,  IB.  177 ;  2b.  and  Com.  205 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

8b.  210 
I.C.,  iB.  209 ;  2b.  thrown  out,  243 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 
BUI  (No.  S), 
h.,  IB.  230 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  288 
I.C.,  IB.  238 ;  2b.  thrown  out,  257 

Lam  Practitioners  BUI, 
I.e.,  Int.  6 ;  iB.  11 ;  2b.  and  Com.  12 ;  Com. 

13 ;  8b.  29 ;  Conf.  243,  277 ;  Amend.  278 
h.,  IB.  53 ;  2b.  62 ;  Sel.  Com.  69 ;  Com.  212  ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  8b.  229 ;  Conf.  247,  298  ; 

Amend.  817 

Leave  of  Absence, 
I.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.   the   Speaker),  6;  m.  (Mr. 

Swainson),  9;  (Hon.  Mr.  Cutfleld),  181; 

TO.  257,  277 
K,  TO.  (Mr.  fettle),  88 ;  (Mr.  Creyke),  60 ;  (Mr. 

Dillon  BeU),  179;  to.  287,  291,  297,  817 

Lectures  on  Maori  Custom, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  B.  Graham),  320 
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IMUrfnm  WiUiam  Thomwm, 
*.,s.(Mi.Fox),59 

lAbrairg  aiii  Prvnixng, 
le.,  Sel.  Com.  6,  9 
%.,  Sel.  Com.  9 ;  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  80 

Lett  Land-orders  BiU, 
k,,  iB.  76 ;  2b.  180 ;  Com.  908 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

8b.  aia ;  Amend.  817 
2x.,  iB.  209;  2b.  and  Com.  212;  Com.  280, 

243 ;  Beeom.  277;  3b.  278 


Itamikav, 
Le.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tancred),  350 

UahtkiXh  Mr.  W.  B.  D.,  WaUatt, 

Abduction,  q.  289,  294,  295 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  342 

Adymmment,  m.  214 

Assistance  to  Natives,  q.  244 

Chatham  Islands,  q.  322 

Liand-parchase,  m.  47 

LAnd  Question,  m.  248  - 

IfiniBterial  Statement,  q.  177 

Native  Aftaixs,  m.  186 ;  Obs.  188 

Native  Title,  m.  810,  323  ;  q.  851 

Native  War,  q.  370 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  ne- 
gatived, 266 

Provincial  Andit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  299 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  225 

Snpply — 
m.  209 

Class  Vrn.,  356,  357,  368,  361 
liand  Porehase  Department,  876,  880,  881, 
382 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  115,  242 

Martial  Law, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Jollie),  40 

ICasos,  Mr.  W.  M.,  Peneicner  Sttlkmentt, 
Accommodation,  m.  153 
General  Assembly,  q.  231 
Snpply — 

Claa8l.,286 

Class  IX.,  347 

Class  Vn.,  867 

liand  Purchase  Department,  881 

Class  I.,  383 
Wsnt  of  Confidence,  m.  154 

UcOuisEAir,  Mr.  E.,  City  of  Dunettm, 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  30 
Ooldfields,  q.  231 
Native  War,  m.  67 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  257 
Provincial  Audit  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  247 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jnrisdio- 

tion  Act  Bevival  BiU,  2b.  233 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  223 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  242 

Mttaage  from  His  ExeeUmey, 
A.,  75,  280 
2x.,  229, 315,  377 


Military  Dtftrux, 
h.,  m.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Stafiord),  16 ;  (Mr.  DUlon 

Bell),  89, 103 ;  m.  (Mr.  Ormond),  151 ;  (Mr. 

3.  C.  Biohmond),  153 ;  Sel.  Com.  179, 187 
U.,  Sel.  Com.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  102, 168 

MiUlary  Stores, 

.lx.,m.  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  12;  9.  89,. 

87;  f».  152 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carter),  88 ;  (Mr.  Brandon),  43 

MiUtia, 

h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  258;  m.  (Mr.  B.  Graham).. 
241 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  274 ;  m.  (Mr.  Q.  Qra- 
ham),  860 

Ministerial  Statement, 
l.c.  (Hon.  Dr.  Pollen),  171 
h.  (Mr.  Pox),  172;  q.  (Mr.  O'NeUl),  177;  m. 
(Mr.  Fox),  239 

MoHBO,  Dr.  D.,  Pieton  (Speaker  of  House  of 
Bepresentatives), 

Election  of  Speaker,  m.  2 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendm^t  Bill  (No.  2), 
Com.  328 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  228,. 
228 

Supply- 
Class  11.,  235 
m.  277 
Class  VI.,  367 

Mr.  Heaphy's  Report, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'NeUl),  78 


N. 

Native  Affairs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Fitzheibert),  28 ;  (Dr, 
Featherstcn),  53;  (Mr.  JolUe),  63;  (Mr, 
Carleton),  74 ;  (ifc.  Pox),  101 ;  q.  (Mr.  WU- 
liamson),  117 ;  »».  (Mr.  JoUie),  172 ;  (Mr, 
DUlon  Bell),  181 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  ManteU),  188; 
m.  (Mr.  Fox),  202;  q.  (Mr.  WeUs),  203; 
(Mr.  G.  Graham),  231 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fitzhet 
bert),  374 

Native  Conference, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brandon),  40 
I.e.,  3.  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  814 

Native  Expenditure, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  DUlon  BeU),  371 

Native  Land  Title, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Weld),  63 

Native  Title, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ormond),  297,  307;  (Mr.  DUloa 
BeU),  323 ;  (Mr.  Colenso),  351 

Native  War, 

.  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  27 ;  (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor),  61 ; 

(Mr.  Weld),  64;   (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor),  69; 

(Mr.  Fox),  72 ;  q.  (Mr.  Carleton),  869 
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Naturaluiation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  6 ;  3b.  176;  Com.  902 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

SB.  209 ;  Amend.  236 
Ix.,  iB.  209 ;  2b.  and  Com.  312 ;  3b.  329 

Naval   and  Military    Settlen   (Marlborough) 

Bill, 
h.,  iB.  76 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  SB.  176 ;   Amend, 

336 
2.e.,  iB.  181 ;  2b.  and  Com.  189 ;  Beoom.  312 ; 

8b.  229 

Nelion  and  Marlborough  DM, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  Domett),  320 

Neltott  Postmaster, 
h.,  s-  (Mr.  Curtis),  189 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begtilations  Amendment 
BUI, 
h.,  IB.  310;  3b.  and  Com.  235;  Com.  2.38; 
Bep.  Com.  and  Sb.  212 ;  Conf .  349 ;  Amend, 
352 
l.e.,  iB.  243;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  258;  Com. 
816 ;  8b.  382 ;  Conf.  3S0 ;  Amend.  352 

■New  Judge, 
».,  2.  (1&.  Diok),  286 
{.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey),  257 

■  New  Member, 

I.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  248 

■  New  Provinces  Act, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fox),  29 ;  m.  (Mr.  Eyes),  242 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  231 ;  2b.  negatived,  249, 265 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU, 
2.e.,'Int.  negatived,  277 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU  (No.  8), 
h.,  IB.  SOS;   2b.  and  Com.  825;  Bep.  Com. 

and  8b.  839 ;  Amend.  372 
Ix.,  IB.  SS9 ;  2b.  and  Com.  840 ;  8b.  850 

Newspaver  Bmcrte, 
h.,  Oba.  (Mr.  Stafiord),  286 

Newspa^pers, 
Uc,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  12 

New  Writs, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  3.  0.  Bichmond),  7;  (Mr.  Fox), 
35,26 

■New  Zealand  Bank  BUI, 
k.,  IB.  63;  Sel.  Com.  71;  2b.  and  Com.  176; 

Bep.  Com.  and  Sb.  180 
.{.c,  IB.  181 ;  Sel.  Com.,  2b.,  and  Com.  189 ;  8b. 
209 

■New  Zealand  Company's  Debt, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Ward),  20S 

New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claimants  Ordi- 
nance Amendment  Bill, 

h.,  IB.  231;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  246  (see 
Errata) 

Ix.,  IB.  243 ;  2b.  and  Com.  262 ;  8b.  377 


KizoN,  Major  M.  G.,  FrankUin, 
Native  War,  m.  68 
Supply,  m.  355 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  160 

No  Souse, 
Ix.  73,  91, 117 
h.  102.  314 


o. 

Oamaru, 
h.,  m.  (Captain  Fraser),  202 

Official  Administrators  BiU, 
Ix.,  Int.  299 ;  IB.  316 ;  2b.  and  Com.  822 ;  8b. 

829 
h.,  iB.  SS8;  2b.  849 ;  Com. and  3b.  373 

CNxux,  Mr.  3.,  Northern  Dimeion, 
Accommodation,  m.  168, 154 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  90 
Address  to  His  Exoellenoy,  m.  96,  843 
Adjournment,  m.  5,  213 
Auckland  Bepresentation  BiU,  2b.  248 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  SO 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  18 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  3b.  848 
Crown  Grants,  m.  232 
Customs,  q.  62, 181, 210 
Finance,  g.  177 
Fencing  BiU,  Dis.  903 
Government  Officers,  a.  236 
Land  Question,  m.  Sel.  Com.  37 
Military  Stores,  m.  38 
Militia,  m.  241 

Ministerial  Statement,  {.  177 
Mr.  Heaphy's  Beport,  m.  73 
Native  AJSairs,  m.  74 
Native  War,  m.  27,  62 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU,  3b.  919 
Pensioners' Claims  Bill,  2b.  260 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  823 
Private  Grievances,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  396 
Provincial  Audit  BiU  (No.  2),  Com.  288 
Steam  Postal  Service,  m.  Sel.  Com.  83 ;  Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  224 
Supply — 

m.  209,289 

Class  IX.,  846 

Class  v.,  866,  867 

Class  IX.,  368 

Iiand  Purchase  Department,  382 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  116 

(Opening  of  Parliament, 
tx.l 
h.1,6 

Order  of  Business, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wood),  236,  245 

Obkond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Clive, 
Land  Question,  m.  88 
Military  Defence,  m.  151 
Native  Titles,  m.  297,  307,  809,  814 
New  Provinces  Act   AmendaMot   BiU,  j&. 
negatived,  267 
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Objcoss,  Ui.  J.  D. — continued. 
New  PioTiuces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  8), 

1B.S06 
Betatns,  m.  151 
Supply— 

Class  VI.,  339 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Appoi- 

tionment  Bill,  Int.  316 

O'BOBXX,  Mr.  a.  M.,  Town  of  Onekwi^, 
Appointments,  mi.  37,  38 
Ancldand  Bepresentation  Bill,  iB.  2i2;  2b. 

S48 
Bosiness'of  Session,  m.  274,  275 
Conddeiation  of  Message  No.  2,  79 
Election  of  Speaker,  m.  2 
Election  Betnins,  m.  48 
Ooramment  Offioers,  m.  373,  374 
Pensioner  Claims,  a.  6 ;  m.  181 
Pensioners*  Claims  Bill,  2b.  258,  260 
FtivUege,  Obs.  73 

Prorincial  Aadit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  264,  299 
Prarincial  Offioers,  m.  378 
Steam  Postal  Serrice,  m.  Sel.  Com.  33 
Want  of  Confidenoo,  m.  143 

Oiago  and  Southtand  PubUe  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill, 

K  IB.  87 ;  2b.  and  Com.  176 ;  Beoom.  180, 
261,  265,  276,  287;  Bep.  Com.  and  3b. 
293 ;  Amend.  348 

Ix.,  IB.  300 ;  2b.  and  Com.  315 ;  3b.  322 


PttrUameniary  Cost*  Taxation  Bill, 
k.,  iB.  359 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  371 
U.,  iB..  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  869 

Pensioner*'  Claims, 
k.,  a.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  6 ;  m.  181 

Pensioner*'  Claims  Bill, 
^,lB.242;  2b.  and  Com. 268;  Bep.Oom.and 

Sb.  276 ;  Conf .  and  Amend.  371 
U.,  IB.  286 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  315 ;  Com. 

859;    Becom.    and   3b.    359;    Oonf.   and 

Amend.  869 

Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham, 
U.,  M.  (Hon.  Mr.  Qilfillan),  59;  (Hon.  Major 

Bichmond),  70 
A.,m.(Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  258;  (Mr.'Carleton), 

371 

Petition  of  James  Busby, 

i.,  m.  {iSt.  BosseU),  169 ;  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell), 
832;  (Mr.  Cailetou),  848;  Evidence  and 
Sel.  Com.  351 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  374 

Petition  of  John  Edmonds, 
K  m.  (Mr.  Cadeton),  108 

Petitions  from  Marlborough, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  A.  }.  Bichmond),  859 

2 


Picton  Raihoay  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  74 ;  Sel  Com.  77,  91 ;  2b.  and  Com. 

262 ;  Com.  286 ;  3b.  289 ;  Amend.  348 
le.,  iB.  294;   Sel.  Com.  300;  2b.  and  Com. 

329 ;  3b.  339 

PohLEUt,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 
Anckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act  1858 

Amendment  BUI,  Int.  840 
Cro^m  Grant,  q.  257 
Land  Bevenae  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 

Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  257 
Manuua,  g.  850 
Ministerial  Statement,  171, 172 
Pioton  BaUway  Bill,  Com.  829  ;  8b.  889 
Boyal  Prerogative  of  Meroy,  m.  181 

PonrnaUier  Land  BtU) 
h.,  Int.  and  Sel.  Com.  275 

Private  BUls  Committee, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  28 
I.C.,  Sel.  Com.  (Hon.  Major  Bichmond),  3d 

Private  Orievancet, 

h.,  m.  Sel.  Com.  16,  71,  172 ;  Bep.  281,  295, 
317 

Privilege, 
h.,Oha.  (Mr.  Stafford),  73;  m.  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell),  238,  245 

Prorogation, 

h.,  g.  (Mr.  B.  Graham),  298,  386 
Ix.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  377, 885 

Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  WUliamson),  70 ;  q.  (Mr.  Weld), 
294 ;  m.  (Mr.  J.  C.  ]&ohmond),  371 

Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  289 ;  2b.  817 ;  Com.  321 ;   Bep.  Com; 

and  3b.  825 ;  Conf.  and  Amend.  372 
Le.,  iB.  322;  2b.  and  Com.  339 ;  Becom.  340, 

350;    Amend,  and  8b.    352;   Conf.    and 

Amend.  869 

Provincial  Audit  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  76 

Prooinoial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2), 
h.,  iB.  205 ;  2b.  216 ;  2b.  and  Com.  245 ;  Com. 
261,  263, 287,  297, 298 ;  Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  ' 
317 
Ix.,  IB.  815 ;  2b.  and  Com.  822 ;  8b.  829 

Provincial  Loans, 

h.,q.  (Mr.  WoUa),  236;  m.  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bich- 
mond), 832,884 

Provincial  Offioers, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  878 

PubKo  Debt  Apportionment  Act  18S8  Amend- 
ment BUI, 
h.,  iB.  287;  2b.  and  Com.  293;  Com.  299; 

Bep.  Com.  and  8b.  817 
2.C.,  IB.  315 ;  2b.  and  Com.  322 ;  3b.  339 
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Ptiblie  Expertdilure  Control  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  76 

PubUe  Expenditure  Control  BUI  (No.  Z), 
h.,  IB.  291 ;  2b.  thiown  out,  817 


Rtgistrar-Oeneral, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  BosseU),  294 

Registration  of  Electors  Act  18S8  Amendment 

BOl, 
h.,  iB.  91 ;  2b.  and  Com.  101 ;  Com.  180,  202 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  209 ;  Amend.  317 
{.c,  1b.  209 ;  2b.  and  Com.  230 ;  Com.  278 ; 

3b.  286 

Belief  of  Taranaki  Settlers, 
h.,  m.  (Mi.  Williamson),  8 

Rknall,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Butt, 
Accommodation,  m.  1S4 
Fencing  Bill,  Dis.  201 
Land-porchose,  m.  66 
Military  Stores,  m.  43 
Kew  I^ovinoes  Act  Amendment   Bill,  2b, 

negatived,  267 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  264 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Joxisdic- 

tion  Act  Bevivol  Bill,  2b.  283 
Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  j.  69 
Supply— 

m.  208 

Glass  IX.,  347 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  116,  242 

Beservation  in  Croum  Qrants    Confirmation 

BiU, 
%.,1B.8S1;  2b.  872 

Beserved  Bills, 
Ix.,  ObB.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  153 

Besident  Magistrates  Extension  of  Jurisdiction 

Act  Bevival  Bill, 
h.,  lB.210;  2b.  232;  Dis.  24S 

Besident  Itagistrates'  Ordinance  Amendment 

BiU, 
I.C.,  Int.  28 ;  iB.  89 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  69 
h.,  IB.  74 ;  2b.  176 ;  Com.  180 ;  Com.  and  SB. 
202 

Betignation, 

k.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  5,  26 
Ix.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  243 

Besignation  of  Ministers, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whltaker),  168 ;  Ofae.  169 ; 

(Hon.  Mr.  Johnston),  171 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafiord),  169;  Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  169 

Betume, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  69 ;  (Mr.  Ormond),  191 

BiOHicoHS,  Mr.  A.  J.,  OoHingtoood, 
Qoldfields,  3. 18 


BiCHHOKO,  Mr.  A.  3  .—continued. 
Juries,  q.  189 

Petitions  from  Marlborough,  m.  859 
Picton  Bailway  BiU,  2b.  262 ;  3b.  289 
Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance,  g.  69 

BicHMOiro,  Mr.  C.  W.,  Toum  of  New  Plymoutk, 
Address  to  HUExoeUency,  m.  85,  92, 100, 103 
Adjournment,  m.  214 
Appointments,  m.  87 
Auckland  Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  248 
Audit  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out, 

337 
Audit  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  876,  876 
Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

102 ;  2b.  176 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  1b.  60 
Bay  of  Islands  Election,  m.  8 
Business  of  Session,  Obs.  806 
Case  of  0.  J.  Johnston,  m.  92 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  SO 
Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  79 
Crown  Orants,  m.  231 
Election  Petition,  m.  15 
Fencing  Bill,  Dis.  202 
Financial  Statement,  Obs.  75 
Qoldfields,  q.  258 

Inspector  of  Public  Works,  m.  820 
Intestate  Natives'  Succession  BiU,  2b.  72 
Land-purchase,  m.  42, 43,  48,  57 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.,  68 
«  Land  Begistty  Act,  1860,"  m.  801 
Land   Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU,  IB.  177, 179 ;  2b.  205 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  90 
Military  Stores,  m.  43 
Militia,  m.  860 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.  240,  241 
Native  Afiairs,  m.  182,  IBS 
Native  Conference,  q.  40 
Native  Title,  m.  811 
Native  War,  m.  61 ;  5.  370 
New  Provinces  Act   Amendment   Bill,  2b. 

negatived,  251,  268 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

IB.  305 
New  Writ,  m.  26 
Order  of  Business,  m.  236 
Pensioners'  Claims  BiU,  2b.  269 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.   75 
Picton  Bailway  BiU,  8b.  289 
Private  Onevanoes,  Sel.  Com.  16, 17 ;  Bep. 

295 
Provincial  Audit  BiU,  iB.  76 
Provincial  Audit  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  221 ;  Com. 

268, 264, 265,  288,  299 
Provincial  Loans,  m.  832,  884 
PubUo  Expenditnie  Control  Bill,  IB.  76 
Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  iB. 

291 ;  2b.  thrown  out,  317 
Belief  of  Taranaki  Settlen,  «n.  9 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jarisdic- 
tion  Act  Bevival  Bill,  1b.  210 ;  2b.  282,  284 
Betums,  m.  70 
Boads,  q.  26 

Boyal  Prerogative  of  Meccy,  g.  69 
Supply— 
«t. ,?? 
Financial  Statement,  196 
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BicHMOND,  Mr.  O.  Vf.—contirmed. 
Sapply— continued. 

f».  208 

Class  IX.,  346 

m.  354,  3o6 

Class  Vni.,  867,  358,  863 

Class  v.,  866 

Class  IX.,  368 

Land  Purchase  Department,  879,  381, 884 
Unantborized  Expenditure,  m.  201 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  151, 156,  243 
Waikato,  m.  26;  9.73 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill,  Int.  316 

Richmond,  Hon.  M.,  O.B.,  NeUon, 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abrabam,  m.  70 
Private  Bills  Committee,  Sel.  Com.  39 
Standing  Orders,  Bep.  SeL  Com.  839,  860 
Statutes,  m.  900 

BiCHxoNs,  Iilr.  3.  C,  Omata, 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  842 
Business  of  Session,  m.  244 ;  Obs.  306,  807 
Iiand-purchase,  m.  47 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.  86 
Military  Defence,  m.  163 
Kew   ProTinces  Act   Amendment  Bill,  2b. 

negatived,  269,  274 
New  Writs,  m.  7 
Picton  Bailway  Bill,  Com.  262 
Private  Grievances,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  295,  297 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  221 ;  Com. 

264 
Protection  and  Comx>ensation  of  Settlers,  m. 

371 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill,  1b.  290 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  233 
Supply— 

tn.  354 

Class  Vin.,  363 

Class  IX.,  868 

Land  Purchase  Department,  381 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  115, 149 

Jtoadt, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  O.  Graham),  26 

Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Curtis),  69 ;  m.  (Mr.  Pitzherbert), 

71 ;  m.  (Mr.  Wilson),  231 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  181,  238 

BcssEix,  Hon.  A.  H.,  Napier, 

Appointment  of  Judges,  m.  286 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  267,  258 

Military  Stores,  m.  152 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No,  2), 
2b.  340 

Bcssxix,  Hon.  J.  0.  W.,  Canterbury, 
Land  Revenue   Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  257 
New  Provinces  Act  Ameitdment  Bill,  Int. 

negatived,  277 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2B.84Q 


Bubsbli.,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auekland  Ea$t, 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  841 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  1b.  60 
Busmess  of  Session,  Obs.  307 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  80 
.  Chairman  of  Committees,  tn.  18 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 

Com.  292 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.  85 
"  Land  Begisti^  Act,  1860,"  m.  801,  802 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  Conf .  298 
Military  Stores,  m.  43 

New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  IB.  68,  64 ;  2b.  176 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  m.  169 
Be(^trar-General,  q.  294 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jnriadio- 

tion  Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  233 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  325. 

226 
Supply^ 

m.  208 

Class  IX.,  846,  868 


Sacnsebs,  Mr.  A.,  Waimea, 

Accommodation,  m.  163 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  95, 100 

Charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond,  Sel. 
Com.  187 

Fencing  Bill,  Dis.  201 

Native  Afiairs,  tn.  186 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  256 

Order  of  Business,  m.  237 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  220,  221; 
Com.  264 

Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  283 

Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  228 

Supply,  m.  208 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  147 

Sxwxu:.,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 

Adjournment,  m.  859 

Appointment  of  Judges,  m.  286 

CrQwn  Grant,  tn.  262 

Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill,  2b. 
negatived,  277 

Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Settlers 
Bill,  Sel.  Com.  315 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  243 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  267, 
258 

Native  Conference,  q.  814 

New  Judge,  257 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Int. 
negatived  277 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2b.  340 

Official  Administrators  Bill,  Int.  299 

Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill,  Amend. 
852 

Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills  Bill,  Sel. 
Com.  300 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  tn.  869,  36$, 
872,  377 
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Speaker,  Hon.  the,  {.e.  (Hon.  T.  H.  Baitley), 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  28 
Address  to  His  Exoellenoy,  Obs.  828 
Land  Bevenue   Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (So.  2),  2b.  thrown  out  267 
Leave  of  Absence,  Obs.  6 
Message  from  Hia  Exoellenoy,  229, 816,  877 
Kew  Member,  Obs.  243 
Opening  of  Parliament,  Obs.  1 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham,  Obs.  69 
Prorogation,  Obs.  877 
Beserred  Bills,  Obs.  1C3 
Besignation,  Obs.  242 

Spbakeb,  Hr.,  h.  (Dr.  D.  Monio), 

Accommodation,  m.  154 

Address^  Ix.  385 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  25 ;  Obs.  26 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  Obs.  850 

Adjournment,  Obs.  7 

Audit  Committee,  Obs.  70 

Business  of  Session,  Obs.  886 

Charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond,  m.  821 

Election  of  Speaker,  m.  8 ;  Obs.  4 

Election  Petition,  m.  14 

Election  Writs  Committee,  Sel.  Com.  351 

Governor's  Speech,  Obs.  5 

Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 
5.815 

Land-purchase,  m.  42,  58 

Message  from  His  Excellency,  75,  230 

Milita^  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  90 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  241 

Mr.  Heaphy's  Report,  m.  74 

Native  Afiairs,  q.  204 

Native  Conference,  q.  40 

Native  Title,  m.  309 

Native  War,  m.  67 ;  q.  870 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  ne- 
gatived, 256,  257,  267,  274 

New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  1b.  64 

New  Writs,  m.  7 

Pompallier  Land  Bill,  Int.  275 

Private  Grievances,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  296 

Privilege,  Obs.  78 ;  m.  238,  239 

Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 
thrown  out,  319 

Resident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Revival  Bill,  2b.  233,  284 

Resignation,  Obs.  5,  26 

Steam  Postal  Service,  m.  Sel.  Com.  83 

Strangers  in  the  House,  Obs.  117 

Supply,  Obs.  237 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Military,  m.  832 

Stafpobd,  Mr.  E.  W.,  CUy  of  Nelton, 
Abduction,  m.  81 ;  g.  88 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  21,  28 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  17 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  36,  79, 83,  85, 

94,95,99 
Adjournment,  m.  5 ;  Obs.  7 ;  m.  180 :  m.  216, 

261 
Appointments,  m.  61 
Arms  Bill,  q.  210 

Auckland  Representation  BiH,  Sb.  248 
Business  of  Session,  a.  40 :  «n.  169,  244, 276 : 

Obs.  307 


Siaffobd,  Mr.  E.  'W.—continutd. 
Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  102 
Bankruptcy  BUI,  1b.  60 
Case  of  G.  J.  Johnston,  m.  92 
Cattle  Disease,  q.G;  m.  SO 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  1b.  70 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  848 
Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  77,  78 
Customs,  o.  63 
Defence  of  Colony,  tn.  8 
Despatches,  q.  80,  169,  230 
District  Courts,  g.  29 
Election  of  Speifiker,  m.  8 
Election  Petition,  m.  62 
Finance,  q.  88 

General  Assembly,  m.  231,  321 
Goldfields,  q.  13 
Government  Officers,  m.  374 
Inspector  of  Public  Works,  m.  320 
International  Exhibition,  q.  243 ;  tn.  303 
Land-purchase,  tn.  88,  41,  42,  48, 61 
Land  Question,  q.  69 
•<  Land  Registry  Aot,  1860,"  m.  801 
Land  Bevenue   Appropriation  Aot  Amend- 
ment Bill,  iB.  178 ;  Rep.  Com.  210 
Martial  Law,  q.  40 
Message  from  His  Excellency,  m.  230 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  16,  89,  90, 179 
Military  Stores,  m.  88 
Militia,  m.  241,  360 
Ministerial  Statement,  176 ;  m.  S!41 
Mr.  Heaphy's  Report,  tn.  73 
Native  Affairs,  m.  74  ;  q.  117 ;  m.  183 ;  Obs. 

188 
Native  War,  «.  27,  61,  67,  69 
New  Provinces  Act,  q.  29 
New  Provinces  Aot  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

IB.  304,  306 
Newspaper  Reports,  Obs.  286 
New  writs,  m.  7,  25 
New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  1b.  68 
Pensioner  Claims,  q.  6 
Petition  of  James  Busby,  tn.  823 
Private  Grievances,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  296,  297 
Privilege,  Obs.  73 ;  m.  239 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  q. 

70;  tn.  871 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill,  iB.  289, 

290 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  245 
Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 

thrown  out,  319 
Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill,  iB.  91 
Belief  of  Taranaki  Settlers,  tn.  8 
Besignation  of  Ministers,  tn,  169 ;  Obs.  170 
Returns,  tn.  69 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  38;  Rep. 

223,226 
Supply — 

Financial  Statement,  198,  200 

tn.  208,  221 

Class  lU.,  237 

Class  IX.,  346 

tn.355 

Class  Vm.,  858, 361,  866 

Class  Vn.,  867 

Land  Purchase  Department,  880,  882 
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Seaffobd,  Mr.  E.  ^f.—eoHtmued. 
UnaDthorized  Expenditure,  m.  304 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  Yiotoiian  Parliament,  fli. 

324 
Waikato,  m.  26 ;  3.  73 
Waikato  Committee,  g.  39 
Want  of  C«nfidence,  m.  107,  242 
War  Loan,  m.  43,  247,  248 ;  q.  351 
Weights  and  Measures  Oidinanoe,  q.  69 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill,  Int.  816. 

Standing  Orders, 

Ix.,  SeL  Com.  9, 172 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  839,  850 
A.,  SeL  Com.  9,  92, 169 

Standtng  Order*  for  PrivaU  BHit  BiO, 
ik.,  IB.  258 ;  2b.  and  Com.  276 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

8b.  289 
Ix.,  iB.  286 ;  Sel.  Com.  800 ;  2b.  and  Com. 

889;  SB.  840 

SUUutet, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes),  800 

Steam  Postal  Service, 

k.,  m.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Pirth),  32 ;  Sel.  Com. 
58,  63;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Firth),  221; 
w.  (Mr.  Wood),  242 

Steieart  Island, 
2k,  m.  (Mr.  Dick),  48 

Strangers  in  the  House, 
h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Carleton),  117 

Simply, 

A:,  m.  73, 87 ;  Bep.  91 
Financial  Statement,  190 
m.  206,  221 

Classes  I.,  II.,  and  III.,  285 
Bep.  236 
Class  in.,  237 
wi.277 
Bep.  287 
«i.289 

Classes  m.,  IT.,  V.,  VI.,  and  11.,  838 
Classes  IX.  and  VIII.,  846 
Bep.  348 
Class  Vm.,  853 
Bep.  and  Classes  I.  II.,  m.,  V.,  VI.,  VII., 

K.,  Vni.,  360 
Bep.  and  m.  872 

m.   and  Land  Purchase  Department,  876, 
878,884 

Stmey  OarreetUm  BiU, 
Le.,  Int.   12 ;   1b.   13 ;   2b.  'and   Com.  29 ; 

Becom.  39;  8b.  59;  Conf.  359;  Amend. 

377 
h.,  iB.  62 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  72 ;  Sel.  Com. 

Dis.  282 ;   Com.  352 ;  Bep.  Com.  and  8b. 

860;  Conf.  368  ;  Amend.  374 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders, 
h..  m.  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell),  239 ;  (Mr.  Fox),  871, 

376,  378 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  859,  868,  372,  377 


Swahtbon,  Hon.  W.,  Auekland, 
Address  in  Beply,  m,  9 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  IS 
LeaTe  of  Absence,  m.  9 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  103 
Ministerial  Statement,  178 
Newspapers,  m.  13 


T. 

TiNQBXD,  Hon.  H.  7.,  Canterbmjf, 

Address  in  Beply,  Sel.  Com.  4 ;  m.  9 

Address  to  Her  Majesty,  >»•  28 

Adjournment,  m.  168 

Appointment  of  Judges,  m.  285 

Crown  Orant,  q.  257 ;  m.  261 

Election  of  Superintendents,  m.  868 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  248 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bm(No.  2),  2b.  thrown  out,  257,  368 

Mannkau,  q.  850 

Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  i02 

Military  Stores,  q.  87 ;  m.  153 

Besignation  of  Ministers,  m.  168 

Taxlob,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Raglan, 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 
Com.  293 

Tatlob,  Mr.  W.  W.,  City  of  WeTUngUm, 
Native  War,  m.  61,  69 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  3), 
IB.  806 

Terms  of  Peace, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  91 

Timaru, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  JoUie).  18 


Unauthorised  Expenditure, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  204,  216 


V. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  UiUtary, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Colenso),  329 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Victorian  ParUamtnt, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  324 


W. 

Waikato, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Fox),  36, 78 ;  (Mc.  Fiitb),  76 

Waikato  Committee, 
h.,  9.  (Mr.  Fox),  89     . 

Waitdki  Boundary  Qutltlon  SeUkmtnt  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  38  ;  Dis.  87 
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Want  of  Confidence^ 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  103,  117,  154 ;   (Mr.  C.  W. 
Biotunond),  242 

Waed,  Mr.  C,  Town  of  LytUlton, 
Address  to  His  ExoeUenoy,.m.  844 
Adjoatmnent,  m.  277  • 

Audit  Committee,  Bop.  Sel.  Com.  376 
Business  of  Session,  m.  275 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill,  m,  276 
Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  IB.  179 
Message  from  His  Excellency,  m.  280 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.  240,  241 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (Ko.  2), 

IH.  305 ;  2e.  826 
New  Zealand  Company's  Debt,  m.  205 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  QUo.  2),  2b.  245 ;  Com. 

261,  288,  297 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel'.  Com.  328, 

226,  228,  229 
Supply— 
Fmancial  Statement,  200 
t».  854,856 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  242 

War  Loan, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carter),  43 ;  (Mr.  Stafiord),  247 ;  3. 
851 

Weights  and  Measureg' Ordinance, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bichmond),  69  - 

Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  Amendment 

Bill, 
h.,  iB.  76 ;  2b.  Com.,  and  3b.  101 
I.C.,  IB.  158 ;  2b.  and  Com.  172 ;  8b.  181 

Weld,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Cheviot, 
Abduction,  q.  88,  295 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  25 
Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  98,  99,  843 
Adjournment,  m.  218,  215 
Charge  against  Mr.  C.  .W.  Bichmond,  Sel. 

Com.  179, 187 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  837,  878 
Chatham  Islands,  q.  822 
General  Assembly,  m.  821 
Intestate  Natives'  Succession  Bill,  1b.  60; 

2b.  72 
Land-purchase,  m.  44 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.  84,  35 ;  m.  58,  76 
Letter  from  William  Thompson,  q.  59 
Martial  Law,  q.  40 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  16 
Militia,  m.  241 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.  241 
Native  Affairs,  q.  117 ;  m.  182 
Native  Conference,  q.  40 
Native  Xiand  Title,  Sel.  Com.  68 
Native  Title,  m.  310 
Native  War,  m.  62,  64,  67,  68 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begulations  Amendment 

BiU,  2b.  285 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   BiU,  2b. 

negatived,  255,  267,  273 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

2b.  327;  Com.  838 
New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  1b.  63 


Wku>,  Mr.  F.  A.— continued. 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  q. 

294 
Provincial  Audit  Bill.(No.  2),  2b.  247  ;  Com. 

268,  288,  297,  298 
Provincial  Loans,  m.  337 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  225 
Stewart  Island,  m.  43 
Supply — 

m.  209 

Class  Vm.,  862 

Land  Purchase  Department,  380 
Terms  of  Peace,  m.  91 
Waikato,  q.  76 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  140 

Wellington  and  Bamhe's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment BiU, 
h.,  Int.  316 ;  Int.  and  iB.  321 ;  DiB.  360 

Wells,  Mr.  W.,  Suburbs  of  Nelson, 
Ooldfields,  q.  213 
International  Exhibition,  m.  803 
Native  Affairs,  q.  203 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   Bill,  2b. 

negatived,  268 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  263,  299 
Provincial  Loans,  q,  236 

Weitakeb,  Hon.  F.,  Auckland, 
Comminsionors'  Powers  Bill,  Int.  29 ;   Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  68 
Land  Bogistry  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  29 
Law  Practitioners  Bill,  2b.  12;  Com.  13; 

Conf .  243 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  102, 153 
Military  Stores,  q.  39 
Ministerial  Statement,  172 
Newspapers,  m.  12 
Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham,  m.  59 
Besident  Magistrates'  Ordinance  Amendment 

Bill,  Int.  28  ;  2b.  59 
Besignation  of  Ministers,  m.  168 ;  Obs.  169 
Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  m.  181,  238 
Survey  Correction  Bill,  2b.  29 

Williamson,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Auckland  West, 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  24 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  82 

Adjournment,  m.  5,  214,  215 

Auckland  Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  249 

Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill,  Bop.  Sel. 
Com.  102, 103  ;  2b.  176 

Bay  of  Islands  Election,  tu.  8 

Cattle  Disease,  m.  81 

Chairman  of  Conlmittees,  m.  17 

Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  78 

Election  Petition,  m.  14,  15,  62 

Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill, 
Com.  291,  292,  293 ;  a-  315 

Land  Question,  m.  68 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Bep.  Com.  212 

Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  90 

Militia,  m.  241 

Native  Affairs,  g.  117 ;  m.  184, 185, 187 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2e. 
negatived,  270 
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WmuAXBOn,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
New  Pnmnces  Act  AmenSment  Bill  (No.  2), 

2b.  827 ;  Com.  328 
Pensioneis'  Claims  Bill,  2b.  259 
Private  GrieTances,  Hep.  Sel.  Com.  296 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  q. 

70 ;  m.  371 
Belief  of  Taianaiki  Settlers,  m.  8, 9 
Steam  Poetal  Service,  m.  84 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com. 

226 
Supply- 
in.  209 

Class  m.,  366 

Class  v.,  866,  367 

Land  Purchase  Department,  884 

WixsoR,  Mr.  J.  0.,  C.B.,  CUy  of  Chrittohwreh, 

Acoonmiodation,  m.  IM 

Address  to  His  Excellency,  m.  344 

Adjournment,  m.  213 

Appointment,  g.  244 

Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary,  vt.  276 

Election  Petition,  m.  62 

Fencing  Bill,  Dis.  201,  202 

Unance,  q.  87 

IJand  Question,  Sel.  Com.  87 

Iiend  Bevenue  Appropriation   Act   Amend- 
ment Bill,  IB.  178 ;  2b.  207 

Native  Afiaixs,  m.  74 

Native  War,  m.  62;  q.  870 

Nevr  Provinces  Act  Amendment   Bill,   2b. 
neratived  265 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
IB.  803, 804,  806 ;  2b.  825,  327 

Petition  of  James  Busby,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  874 

Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  246;  Com. 
264 

Boyal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  m.  281 

Supply — 
m.208 
Class  Vm.,  861 

Want  of  Confidence,  m.  115,  242 

Wood,  Mr.  B.  G.,  Pamell, 
Address  to  His  Bzcellency,  m.  97, 344 
Adjournment,  m.  213 
A|^intmenta,  m.  60 


Wood,  Mr.  B.  G.— continued. 
Auckland  Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  249 
Audit  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out 

837 
Audit  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  876;  m. 

878 
Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill,  2b.  176 
Bay  of  Islands  Election,  m.  8 
Cattle  Disease,  m.  30 
Colonial  Allowances,  m.  878 
Consideration  of  Message  No.  2,  m.  78 
Customs,  o.  181,  210 
Defence  of  Colony,  m.  8 
Finance,  q.  177 

Financial  Statement,  Obs.  75 ;  m.  190 
Goldfields,  q.  258 

Government  OfScers,  g.  286  ;  m.  874 
Land  Question,  Sel.  Com.  85 
Military  Defence,  Sel.  Com.  90 
Order  of  Business,  m.  286,  287,  246 
Native  War,  m.  27 

Nelson  and  Marlborough  Debt,  q.  820 
Nelson  Postmaster,  q.  189 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment   Bill,   2b. 

negatived  268 
New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  2b.  and  Com.  176 
Private  Grievances,  Sel.  Com.  17 ;  Bep.  Sel. 

Com.  297 
Privilege,  78 
Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers,  q. 

294;  m.  371 
Provincial  Audit  BiU  nHo.  2),  2b.  246 
Provincial  Loans,  m.  887 
Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill  (No.  2),  2b. 

thrown  out  818 
Public  Expenditure  Control  Bill 
Steam  Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  83;  Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  224,  242 
Supply- 
Financial  Statement,  190,  200,201 

m.  208,  221,  287 

Class  IX.,  346 

m.  853,  855 

Class  v.,  m.  366,  867 

Class  Vn.,  868 

Library,  872 

m.884 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.  107, 182 


EBBATA. 

"in  column  1,  line  1,  insert,  after  the  word  "  introduced,"  the  words  "  read  a  first  time." 
245.  In  column  1,  insert,  between  lines  18  and  19, — 

"NEW   ZEALAND   COMPANY'S   LAND   CLAIMANTS   OBDINANCE   AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 
"  The  New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claimants  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  passied  through  its  remaining  stages  without  amendment." 
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LEGISLATUBE  OF  NEW- ZEALAND.  1862. 


OOVEBNOB. 
Hit  Ezoeneney  Six  Obobob  Obby,  Knight  Oommaader  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the 

B»th. 


MItnSTBY.' 
(To  6th  August,  1862.) 
..     The  Hon. 


Premier  and  Cokmial  Secretary 

AttomOT-Oeneral 

Goloiliu  Treasnrer  and  Commiuioner  of  CuBtoms 

Postmagter-Qeneral    and    Seoretaarf   for   Crown 

Iiands    .. 
Without  Portfolio      .. 
Without  Portfolio 


WiixuM  Fox. 
The  Hon.  Henby  Sxwell. 
The  Hon.  Bbxdbb  Oilsov  Wood. 

The  Hon.  Obosbib  Wabo. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Hendbbsor. 
The  Hon.  Daniel  Pollxn. 


(Prom  6th  August,  1862.) 


Premier  and  Colonial  Secretary  (from  6th  August) ) 
Secretary  for  Crown  Lands  (from  21st  August)    | 
Attorney-General  (to  2lBt  August) 
'Attomey-Oeneral  (from  21st  August)  . . 
Colonial  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs 

(to  Slst  August)  and  Minister  for  Native  Affairs 
Colonial  Treasnrer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs 

(from  21st  August) 
Postinaiiter-General    and    Secretary    for   Crown 

Lands  to  21st  August ;  after  that   without 

Portfolio 

Postmaster-General  (from  2l8t  August) 
Without  Portfolio      ..  ..  ..  .. 

Without  Portfolio      . . 

Without  Portfolio  (to  6th  September) 


The  Hon.  Altbed  Doxbit. 

The  Hon.  Tbouas  Bakhatyne  Gillxbb. 
The  Hon.  Henby  Seweix. 

The  Hon.  Fbahcis  Diluos  Beix. 

The  Hon.  Reaoxb  Gilsom  Wood. 


The  Hon.  Walteb  Baldock  Dubant  Mah- 

TELL. 

The  Hon.  Cbosbie  Wabd. 
The  Hon.  Henby  John  Tancbed. 
The  Hon.  Tbokas  Rdsseu.. 
The  Hon.  Daniel  Pollen. 


*  NoiB.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  thoosh  Attornev-Oener&l,  did  not  bold  a  seat  In  tbe  Ck>unoil. 

The  Bon.  Bfr.  Sewell  stated  in  the  Coanoil  on  the  13th  September,  1868,  that  he  had  resigned 
the  Attomey-Oeneislship ;  but  no  notification  to  that  effect  appears  in  the  Ocuette  until  the  1st 
Juauxj,  18G3. 


ROLL  OP  THE  LEGISLATIVE  OOUNCILLOBS. 


Amey,  Hon.  George  Alfred,  Chief  Justice, 
Auckland. 

Baillie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough. 

Bwtley,  Hon.  Thomas  Houghton,  Auckland 
(Speaker). 

Blahston,  Hon.  Charles  Robert,  Canterbury 
(resigned). 

Buchanan,  Hon.  Andrew,  Dunedin. 

<kawford,  Hon.  James  Coutts,  Wellington. 

Cntfield,  Hon.  George,  Taranaki. 

ilibbes,  Hon.  Sir  Samuel  Osborne,  Bart., 
Whanmrei. 

Qilfillan,  Hon.  John  Anderson,  Auckland. 

Hall,  Hon.  John,  Canterbury. 

Harris,  Hon.  John  Hyde,  Otsgo. 


Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 
Kenny,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 
Lee,  Hon.  George  Leslie,  Amuri. 
Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Southland. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 
Russell,  Hon.  Andrew  Hamilton,  Napier. 
Russell,  Hon.  Henry,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Russell,  Hon.  John  Charles    Watts,  Canter- 
bury. 
Salmon,  Hon.  John,  Auckland. 
Sewell,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
Stokes,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 
Swainson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Tancred,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Canterbury. 
Wbitaker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Auckland. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBEBS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Atkinson,  Hany  Albeit,  Giey  and  Bell. 

Bell,  Francis  Dillon,  Wallace. 

Brandon,  Alfred  de  Bathe,  Porima. 

Butler,  William,  Mongonoi. 

Cargill,  Edward  Bowes,  Bruce. 

Carleton,  Hugh,  Bay  oi  Islands  (Chairman  of 

Committees). 
Carter,  Charles  Booking,  Wairarapa. 
Colenso,  William,  Napier. 
Cookson,  Isaac  Thomas,  Kaiapoi. 
Curtis,  Herbert  Evelyn,  Motueka. 
Dick,  Thomas,  City  of  Dunedin. 
Doinett,  Alfred,  City  of  Nelson. 
Eyes,  William  Henry,  Wairan. 
Featherston,  Isaac  Earl,  City  of  Wellington. 
FitzGerald,  James  Edward,  Ellesmere. 
Pitzherbert,  William,  Hutt. 
Fox,  William,  Bangitikei. 
Fraser',  Thomas,  Hampden. 
Gillies,  Thomas  Bannatyne,  Bruoe. 
Graham,  Gkorge,  Newton. 
Graham,  Robert,  Franklin. 
Harrison,  Henry  Shafto,  Wanganui. 
Henderson,  Thomas,  Northern  Division. 
Jollie,  Francis,  Timaiu. 
Mantell,  Walter  Baldook  Durant,  Wallace. 
Mason,  William,  Pensioner  Settlements. 
Monro,  David,  Pictcn  (Speaker). 


Moorhouse,  William  Sefton,  Heathoote. 

Munro,  John,  Marsdan. 

Nixon,  Marmadnke  George,  Franklin. 

O'Neill,  James,  Northern  Division. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Clive. 

O'Rorke,  George  Maurice,  Town  of  Onehnnga. 

Benall,  Alfred,  Hutt. 

Rhodes,  William  Barnard,  City  of  Wellington. 

Riehsu^son,    John    Ijarkins    Cheese,   City  of 

Dunedin  (resigned  12th  September,  1862). 
Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Collmgwood. 
Richmond,  James  Crowe,  Omata. 
Russell,  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland. 
Saunders,  Alfred,  Waimea. 
Stafford,  Edward  William,  City  of  Nelmiu 
Taylor,  Charles  John,  Raglan. 
Taylor,  William  Waring,  City  of  Wellington. 
Thomson,  William,  Avon. 
Ward,  Crosbie,  Town  of  Lyttelton. 
Watt,  Isaac  Newton,  Town  of  New  Plymoath. 
Weld,  Frederick  Aloysius,  Cheviot. 
Wells,  William,  Suburbs  of  Nelson. 
Williamson,  James,  City  of  Auckland  West. 
Williamson,  John,  City  of  Auckland  West. 
Wilson,  John  Craoroft,  C.B.,  City  of  Obrist- 

churoh. 
White,  Augustus  Edward,  Akaroa. 
Wood,  Reader  Gilson,  Pamell. 


ERRATA. 

69? ^In  column  2,  line  36,  for  "  Jury  Bill  (No.  2),"  read  "  Junes  Bill." 

606.  In  column  2,  line  9  from  bottom  of  page,  and 

«06.  In  column  2,  line  22,  for  "  Native  Lands  Bill,"  read  "  Native  Land  BiU{(No.  2).'^ 
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Miuction, 
K,  tn.  (Ur.  Caileton),  528 ;  m.  (Mr.  Weld),  589 

Addrtu  in  Beply, 
U.,  Sel.  Com.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  393;    m. 

(Hon.  Mr.  Stokes),  404;    Obs.  (Hon.  the 

Speaker),  415 
K,  m.   (Mr.  Fitsberbert),    895;    Obs.   (Mr. 

Speaker),  401 

Addms  to  Her  Majesty, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  394 ;  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  565, 

728 
tc,  Sel.  Oom.  404 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  418 ; 
m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tanored),  705 

Le.  889, 504 
ft.  889,  390 

limmittratian  of  Justice, 
k.,  Sel.  Com.  420, 446 ;  Dis.  603 

iitfrotion  of  Clock, 
K,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  696 

Affointmentt, 
K,  m.  (Mr.  Cnrtis),  420 

Annfriation  BUI, 
fi.,lJt.681;    2b.  and  Com.  704;  Beoom.  and 

3b.  712 
Ic,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  717 

Arm  Act  CoiUimumee  BiU, 
k.,  IB.  682 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  684 
Lc,  IB.  635;  2b.  and  Com.  668 ;  8b.  563 

Asm,  Hon.  O.  A.,  Chief  Justice,  AueKkuid, 
Address  in  Beply,  Sel.  Com.  898 ;  «».  406 
Bills  introdaoed,  m.  416 


Abitbt,  Hon.  O.  A. — contiiHued. 
Constitntion  of  Cooncil,  m.  417 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  Int.  893 ;  IB.  400;  2b. 

419 ;  Com.  514 
Ooldfields,  Sel.  Com.  416 
Juries  Bill,  Oom.  678 
law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  BiU,  2)a. 

476;  Oonf.664 
•  Newry  verttu  Atchison,  m.  524,  531,  606 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  3b.  000 
Boyal  Prerogative,  m.  663,  590 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  434 

Atxihson,  Mr.  H.  A.,  drey  and  BeU, 
Native  Aflairs,  m.  450 
TarantJd  Petition,  m.  579 
Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  420 

Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bitt 

(No.  1), 
h.,  IB.  627  ;  2b.  661 

Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  BiU 

(No.  i), 
h.,  iBi  674 ;  2b.  and  Oom.  697  ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

8b.  704 
Ix.,  IB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  710 

Audit  Committee, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Spisaker),  415,  485 ;  m.  (Mr.  J.  0. 
Bicbmond),  728 


BATT.r.mi,  Hon.  Captain  W.  D.  H.,  Hartborough, 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  418 
BoyiJ  PrerogatiTe,  m.  663 


Bay  of  Islands  Settlement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Caileton),  695 
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Bbld,  Mr.  F.  Dillon,  TTaUoe*, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  895 
Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 
Oolonial  Defence  Force  Bill,  iB.  711 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  584 
Crown  Grants,  tn.  410 
Grown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  414 
Crown  Grants  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  668 
Financial  Statement,  586 
Orants  to  Natives,  m.  675 
Judicial,  m.  593,  669 
Land  Claims,  Sel.  Com.  514,  568 
Library  and  Printing,  m.  438 ;  Sel.  Com.  728 
Lighthouses,  m.  411 
Maori  Lexicon,  q.  579 
Maori  ilessenger,.m.  522 
Military  Defence,  Joint  Com.  404 
Minutes,  Obs.  894 
Ifatire  Affair^,  m.  431,  449,  494,  511,  688, 

574 
Native   Land  Purchase  Ordinauoe  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  701,  708 
Native  Lands,  m.  586 
Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  m.  606 ;  2b.  608, 

624,  625,  652;   Com.  670;   m.  675,  676; 

Amend.  711,  718 
Newspaper  Beports,  Obs.  453 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  608 
Officers  of  the  Legislature,  m.  660 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  558 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  m.  729 
Postal  Commniucation,  m.  524 ;  Bep.  Sel. 

Com.  559,  560,  561 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  599 
Supply— 

Taranald  Compensation,  667, 699 

£ileotrio  Telegraphs,  699 
Wftye  and  Means,  m.  533,  536 
Wreck  of  "  White  Swan,"  Sel.  Com.  665 

Bins  of  Sale  Registration  Amendment  Biil, 
k.,  IB.  532 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  534 
I.O.,  IB.  535 ;  2b.  and  Com.  664 ;  8b.  675 

Birds  Protection  Bill, 
%.,  IB.  584 ;   2b.  and  Com.  662 ;  Com.  589 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  608 
2.C.,  IB.  600 ;  2b.  and  Com.  625 ;  Sb.  638 

Bbahsqn,  Mr.  A.  DK  B.,  Porirua, 

Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 

Orawn  Lands  Bill,  Com.  662 

Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinauoe  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  708 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  624 ;  m.  676; 
Amend.  718 

Picton  and  Woirau  Bailway  Bill,  Int.  673 

Besident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension 
BiU,  Com.  603,  675 

Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  BiU,  Amend. 
704 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 

BusinM*  of  Sesiion, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  728 

O. 

OisaiLL,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Bntce, 
Constitution  of  Ministiy,  fw.  6S7 


Cabqill,  Mr.  E.  B.—eontinued. 
Customs,  m.  660 
Lighthouses,  q.  659 
Native  Afiairs,  m.  669 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  651 ;  Amend. 

714 
Next  Session  of  the  Oenenkl  Assembly,  m. 

626 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 
Supply— 

Taranaki  Compensation,  668 

Electric  Telegraphs,  699 
Telegraphic  Communioation,  q.  669 

Caslbton,  Mr.  H.,  Bay  of  Islands  (Ohaintiwi 
of  Committees), 
Abduction,  m.  523 
Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 
Bay  of  Islands  Settlement,  q.  695 
Cases  tried  at  Bay  of  Islancb,  m.  601 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 
Crown  Grants  BiU  (No.  1),  2b.  418 
Judicial,  m.  593,  664,  669 
Library  and  Printing,  Sel.  Com.  672 
Maori  Messenger,  m.  522 
Minutes,  Obs.  394 ;  tn.  411 
Native  Affairs,  m.  462,  507,  611,  669 
Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance   Amend- 
ment BiU,  2b.  negatived,  702 
Native  Lands  BiU   (No.  2),  2b.  620,  625; 

Amend.  713 
Newspaper  Beports,  m.  606 
Next  Sestion  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 

626 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.  657 
Officers  of  the  Legislature,  m.  659 
Picton  and  Wairau  Bailway  BiU,  Int.  67S; 

Sel.  Com.  674 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  m.  694 
Private  Bills,  Joint  Com.  896 
Private  Grievances,  m.  483 
Privilege,  m.  712 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  479 
Seat  of  Government,  tn.  597  . 

Standing  Orders,  Joint  Com.  895, 479 ;  m.  TOD 
Unauthorized  Expenditure,  m.  674 
Waste    Lands    Act   Amendment   Bill,    2b. 
negatived,  661 

Cabteb,  Mr.  C.  R.,  Wairarava, 
Alteration  of  Clock,  tn.  696 
Crovm  Grant,  q.  672 ;  tn.  674,  711 
Native  Affeurs,  tn.  466 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  623 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.  574 
Private  Grievances,  m.  483 
Supply,  662 

Cases  tried  at  Bay  of  Iskmds, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  601 

Cases  tried  at  Mottgomii, 
h.,  tn.  (Mr.  Weld),  601 

Cioa  List  BiU, 

h.,  iB.  681 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  097 
Ix.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  706 
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CoLiHBO,  Ml.  W.,  Napier, 
CoDstitution  of  Oouncil,  m.  601 ,  608 
Constitution  of  Ministiy,  m.  587 
down  Giants  BiU  (No.  1),  3b.  413 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  665. 672 
Judicial,  nt.  664,  670 
Maori  Lexioon,  q.  678 
Maori  Ueasenger,  m.  518,  523 
Native  AOaia,  m.  430,  443, 505, 510,  570 
Native  Land  Poiohase  Oidinanoe  Amoid- 

ment  Bill,  3b.  negatiyed,  703 
Native  Lands   Bill  (No.  3),  3a.  635,  684; 

Amend.  713 
Next  Session  of  the  General  ABsemUv,  m. 

ti.T6 
Nominated  Snperintendents  Bill,  3b.  656 
Picton  and  Wairaa  Kailway  BiU,  Int.  673 
Brarasentation  Bill,  2b.  559 
Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  BiU,  3b.  697 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699  i 

Sapply,  662,  663 

Cohmdl  Agency, 
U.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  HaU),  671 

Cclomal  Defence  Force  BiU, 
k.,  IB.  711 ;  3b.  and  Com.  712 ;  Com.  and  8b. 

720 ;  Amend.  725 
U.,  1b.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  718 

CommeneemeTU  of  Acts  Bill, 
U.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  682 ;  Amend.  705 
h.,  IB.  696;  8b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  704 

CoiuU^mlary  BiU, 
Lc., Int. 415;  1b.  419;  Dis.  563 

ConttUutional  PrineipUs, 
Lc,  o.  (Hon.  Colonel  Russell),  605 ;  {.  and  m. 
(Hon.  Colonel  RusseU),  668 ;  m.  671 

CoHtHtuHon  of  Council, 

U.,  a.  (Hon.  Dr.  Mensies),  398 ;  m.  (Hon.  Dr. 
Menzies),  416 ;  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  RnweU), 
575;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  589 ;  m.  (Hon.  Colonel 
RniseU),  600 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Colenso),  601 

CotuUtution  of  Ministry, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  582 

Comi  of  Appeal  BUI, 
ix.,  Int  893  ;  1b.  400 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  419 ; 

Com.  614 ;  3b.  524 ;  Conf.  564 ;  Amend.  590 
k.,  iB.  584;  3b.  and  Com.  557;  Com.  558; 

Sep.  Com.  and  3b.  563 ;  Conf.  574;  Amend. 

691,608 

Cbiwfobd,  Hon.  J.  C,  WeUingUm, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  708 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  418 
&own  Grants  BUI  (No.  1),  2b.  606 
Bducation,  m.  678  • 

Native  Affairs,  m.  656 
Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  684 ;  Amend. 

716 
Newiy  ver$u$  Atchison,  ni.  531 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  BiU,  3b.  590 
Town  of  Clinton  BiU,  Int.  418 ;  2b.  tiuown 

out,  484 


Crotim  Oremts, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  0.  Richmond),  409 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox)^ 
419;  g.  (Mr.  Fox),  678;  q.  (Mr.  Carter), 
673;  m.  (Mr.  Carter),  674,  711 

Croum  Orants  Bill  (No.  1), 
A.,  iB.  806 ;  2b.  and  Com.  413 ;  Com.  431, 435; 

Becom.   446 ;    Rep.   Com.   and  8b.  618 ; 

Amend.  704 
I.e.,  1b.  514;  2b.  and  Com.  606;  0<»n.  635; 

Com.  and  Sel.  Com.  638 ;  Com.  671 ;  8b. 

678 

Croum  Orants  BiU  (No.  8), 
h.,  IB.  532 ;  2b.  658 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  664 
Le..  IB.  668;  2b.  and  Com.  564 ;  8b.  675 

Crown  Lands  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  895 ;  2b.  415 ;  Com.  431,  485 ;  Sel.  Com. 

683 ;  Com.  663 ;  Rep.  Com.  and  8b.  666 ; 

Amend.  704 
Ix.,  IB.  669 ;  3b.  and  Com.  678 ;  8b.  674 

OuBiis,  Mr.  H.  E.,  Molueka, 
Appcintments,  nt.  480 
Customs,  m.  660 
Lighthouses,  q.  409 
Native  Affairs,  m.  467 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  3),  2b.  651 
Next  Session  of  General  Assembly,  m.  637 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  408 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  509 

Customs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor),  660.  674 

OnmBU),  Hon.  G.,  Taranaki, 
Education,  m.  680 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  484 


Debtors  and  Creditors, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  483 

Debtors  and  Creditors  BiU, 
l.e..  Int.  415;   1b.  419;   2b.  and  Sel.  Com. 

480;  Com.  600, 606;  Reoom.625;  3b.  688; 

Amend.  717 
h.,  iB.  671 ;  Sel.  Com.  675 ;  2b.  714 ;  Com.  and 

3b.  719 

Delegation  of  Power, 
U.,  q.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  688 

Delegations  Continuance  BUI, 
U,  IB.,  3b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  682 
*.,  lB.696;  3b..  Com.,  and  3b.  704 

Despatches, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  393 

Dick,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Native  Affairs,  m.  608,  513 
Order  of  Business,  m.  481 
Representation  BiU,  2b.  559 
Seat  of  Government,  {.  504,  583,  594,  69» 
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Dimsiont, 

I.e.,  Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  708,  T09 
Constitational  Prinoiples,  m.  671 
CJonstitution  of  Council,  m.  418 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  Com.  614 
Marine  Boaxds  Bill,  Com.  671 
Kative  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2s.  and  Com.  695; 

Amend.  717 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  2b.  578 ; 

SB.  591 
Standing  Orders,  fiep.  Sel.  Com.  624 
Tpwn  of  Clinton  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  4S4 
Waste  Lands  Aot  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

2b.  throvm  out,  718 
h..  Address  to  Her  Mtyestv,  m.  726 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  Com.  415, 421, 485, 

436 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 
Grown  Lands  Bill,  Com.  436,  662 
Goldflelds  BiU,  Com.  666 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  672 
Judicial,  m.  594,  664 
Minutes,  m.  411 
Native  Affairs,  m.  479,  618,  573 
Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  708 
Native  Land  Titles,  m.  463 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  Dis.  682 
Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  622,  624,  654; 

Oom.  670,  671 ;  m.  676 ;  Amend.  714 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amend- 
ment BiU,  2b.  712 
Next  Session  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  m. 

627 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.   574, 

608 ;  Com.  642 ;  Dis.  661 
Otago  and   Southland   Boundary  Bill,   2b. 

thrown  out,  608,  604 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  403;  Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  561 
Privilege,  m.  712 
Besident  Magistrates'  Joiisdiotion  Extension 

Bill,  Com.  603,  675 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  600 
Supply,  662,  663,  672 
Waste    Lands   Aot    Amendment    BiU,   2S. 

negatived,  661 


Domett,  Mr.  A.,  CUy  of  Nelson, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  565,  728 
Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 
Bay  of  Islands  Settlement,  o.  696 
Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill,  iB.  711 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 
Constitution  of  Ministiy,  m.  683,  584,  587, 

588 
Orown  Grant,  q.  672, 673 
Otown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  414 
Gbvemment  Printing  Press,  Sel.  Oom.  566 
Judicial,  j.  691 ;  m.  694  ;  g.  659 ;  m.  669 ; 
Lighthouses,  g.  575 
Loan  BiU,  2b.  719 
Middle  Island,  q.  532 
Ministerial  Responsibility,  q.  514 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  479,  480,  461, 

462,633,534 
Municipal  Institations,  q.  532 
Native  Afiain,  m.  463,  514 ;  Sel.  Oom.  640 


DoMKTT,  Mr.  A.— continued.   . 

Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  625,  648 ;  nt. 
676 

Native  Land  Titles,  q.  665 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations   Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  712 

New  Provinces  Act,  q.  666 

New  Writ,  to.  720 

Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m.  626 

Order  of  Business,  m.  481,  696 

Picton  and  Wairau  Railway  Bill,  Int.  673 

Position  of  Attomey-Geneml,  m.  694  ;  q.  733 

Postal  Communication,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  561 

Prorogation,  q.  697 

PnbUo  Reserves  Act,  q.  669 

Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  BiU,  2b.  697 

Seat  of  Government,  q.  506,  632 

Standard  Weights,  q.  614 

Supply— 
Taranaki  Compensation,  666,  698 
Electric  Telegraphs,  699 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  m.  700 

Volunteers  and  MiUtia,  q.  666 

Diike  of  Neiccastle's  Detpaich, 
I.C.,  Sel.  Com.  671 


E. 

Eivcation, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stokes),  676 

Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  433 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  436 ;  Amefid. 

567 
l.e.,  IB.  436 ;  2b.  and  Com.  478 ;  Com.  480 ; 

Becom.  524 ;  Sb.  668 

JSlectoral, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  O'Rorke),  420,  446 

Eybb,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wairau, 
Postal  Commimication,  Sel.  Oom.  403 ;   m. 
420 

P. 

Featbbbston,  Dr.  I.  E.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  to.  667 
Native  ASaits,  to.  466 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  646 ;  m,  676 ; 

Amend.  714 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.  607 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  402 

Financial, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  John  WUliamson),  681 ;  m.  (Mr. 
Stafford),  696 

Financial  Statement, 
See  Ways  and  Means,  536 

FitzGebald,  Mr.  J.  E.,  EUesmere, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  567 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  684 
Crown  Grants  BiU  (No.  1),  2b.  412  ;  Oom.  485 
Orown  Lands  BiU,  Oom.  485 
Judicial,  m.  411,  412,  536 
Letter  from  Bishop  of  Wellington,  Obe.  SS2 
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VmaxRiiJ),  Ml.  3.  E eontituied. 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obg.  481, 534 
Native  Afiaiis,  m.  430,  439, 483, 508,  510, 512, 

518;  o.  533;  m.  S70,  638 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  1),  Dis.  533 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  625,  627 
Newspaper  Beports,  m.  6G6 
Next  Session  of  the  Oeneral  Assemblv,  m. 

626 
Nominated  Superintendents   BiU,  2b.  552, 

608;  Com.  642 
Ota^  and  Southland   Boundary  Bill,  2b. 

thrown  oat,  603 
Postal  Communication,  Sel  Com.  402 
JBepiesentation  Bill,  2b.  559 
BMignation  of  Ministers,  m.  479 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  699 
Supply— Taranaki  Compensation,  666,  667, 

668 
Tatanaki  Petition,  m.  582 
Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  635 

Fitzhxbbebt,  Mr.  W.,  Butt, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  396 
Judicial,  m.  664 
Lean  Bill,  2b.  719 
Native  Afiairs,  m.  470,  512 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  632 ;  m.  676 ; 

Amend.  714 
Nominated   Superintendents  BiU,  2b.  674, 

606 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  m.  594,  729 
Private  Orievano^,  m.  483 
Supply — ^Taranaki  Compensation,  667,  668 

Fox,  Mr.  W.,  BanffUikei, 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  400 

Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  894 

Adjournment,  m.  890 

Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 

Audit  Committee,  m.  728 

Colonial  Defence  Force  BiU,  Is.  711 

Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 

Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  582,  688,  589 

Crown  Grants,  m.  409,  410,  419 ;  {.  678 

Despatches,  g.  393 

Oovecnment  Becords,  m.  404 

Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  404,  664,  672 

Importation  of  Game,  m.  482 

JucUoial,  q.  409;m.  411,  420,  536,  592,  598, 
594,664,669 

Land-purchases,  m.  678 

Land  BegiBtiy  Act,  {.  565,  674 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  719 

Maori  tietungtr,  m.  622 

Middle  Island,  q.  632 

"  Miners'  Franchise  Act,  1860,"  {.  394 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  409,  481 

Native  Afiairs,  m.  430,  432, 433,  486,  473,  610, 
618,  568. 569 

Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment BUI,  2b.  negatived,  700,  703 

N&tive  Lands  BiU  ^o.  1),  IB.  421 

Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  m.  606 ;  2b.  624, 
651 ;  m.  676 ;  Amend.  718 

Native  Land  Titles,  m.  453 ;  3.  566 

New  Provinces  Act,  q.  666 

Ifew^aper  Reports,  Obs.  468 


Fox,  Mr.  W. — eontinued. 
Next  Session  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  m. 

627 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.  656, 607 
Officers  of  the  Legislature,  tn.  660 
Otago   and    Southland    Boundary  BiU,  2b. 

thrown  out,  603 
Hoton  and  Wairau  Bailway  BiU,  Int.  678 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  q.  723 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  408 
Report  on  Bills,  g.  401 
Representation  of  Otago,  q.  894 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  iTl 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  697 
Standing  Orders,  m.  658 
Supply— 

Taranaki  Compensation,  666,  667,  668, 670, 
698,699 

Klectrio  Telegraphs,  699 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  m.  700 
Taranaki  Petition,  m.  681 
Volunteers  and  MiUtia,  q.  566 


OaoU  and  Prisons  Bill, 
U.,  Int.  415 ;  iB.  419 ;  Dis.  568 

GtLUES,  Mr.  T.  B.,  Bruce, 
Administration  of  Justice,  Sel.  Com.  446; 

Dis.  603 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  688 
Crown  Grants,  m.  410 

Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),2b.  418 ;  Com.  415 
Debtors  and  Creditors,  Sel.  Com.  488 
Handbook  of  Law,  q.  532 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  404 
Judicial,  m.  411,  636,  692 
Land  Registry  Act,  q.  666 
"  Miners'  Franchise  Act,  1860,"  q.  394 
Miners  Representation  Bill,  2b.  557 
Minor  Civil  Cases  Trial,  Sel.  Com.  483 
Native  Affairs,  m.  430,  445,  447,  568 
Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  625,  632 
Positien  of  Attorney-General,  m.  694 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  401 ;  Rep. 

Sel.  Com.  560,  661 
Otago  and   Southland  Boundary  BiU,  2b. 

thrown  out,  603 
Representation  BUI,  2b.  558,  559 
Representation  of  Otago,  q.  894 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 

Ooldfislds, 
!.«.,  Sel.  Com.  416 

h.,  Sel.  Com.  419 ;  m.  (Mr.  Ward),  420 ;  Sel. 
Com.  433,  479 

Ooldfislds  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  691 ;  2b.  and  Com.  605 ;  Com.  661, 665 ; 

Rep.  Com.  and  3b.  670 ;  Amend.  704 
!.«.,  IB.  669 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  674 


Oovemment  Printing  Press, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  666 

Oovemment  Becords, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Russell),  404 
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Ocvemor'B  Speech, 
I.C.S90 

h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  393 
I 
Okabak,  Mr.  O.,  Newton, 
Native  Affairs,  m.  412,  443 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  623 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  B&J 

Obakam,  Mr.  B.,  Franklin, 
Importation  of  Game,-  m.  482 
Native  Affairs,  m.  473 
Private  Grievances,  tn.  483 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 

Oranta  to  Natives, 
h.,  m.  (M>.  JoUie),  675 


Hall,  Hon.  3.,  Canterbury, 

Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  708,  709 

Colonial  Agency,  q.  671 

Education,  m.  679 

Judicial,  m.  668 

Native  Affairs,  m.  658 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  691;  Com. 
606 ;  Amend.  715 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begolations  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  throvm  out,  718 

Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill,  2b,  thrown  oat, 
718 

Position  of  Attorney-General,  Obs.  723 

Boval  Prerogative,  m.  706 

Telegraphic  Communioatian,  m.  733 

Handbook  of  Law, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  O'NeiU),  633 

Habbison,  Mr.  H.  S.,  WangoMti,. 
Importation  of  Game,  m.  483 
Jndicial,  a.  591 
Native  ASaiie,  m.  443,  607 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  629 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  557 
Supply — ^Taranaki  Compensation,  666 

Hawke's  Bay  Petition, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Bussell),  404;   Bel.  Com.  (Mr. 
Ormond),  601 ;  m.  (Mr.  Onnond),  664 ;  m. 
(Mr.  3.  C.  Biohmond),  673 

Heiidbbsoh,  Mr.  T.,  Northern  Division, 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 

Herbert  Remission  BUI, 
h..  Int.  and  Joint  Com.  691 

Souee, 

h.,  Sel.  Com.  396 
2.e.,  Sel.  Com.  400 


Importation  of  Oame, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  B.  Graham),  483 


Joint-Stock  Companies  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  533 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  534 
I.C.,  IB.  586;  2b.  and  Com.  568 ;  8b.  66S 

JOHNSTOir,  Hon.  J.,  Wellington, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  406 
Constitution  of  Coimoil,  m.  418 
Juries  Bill,  Com.  678 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Amend.  717 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  3b.  57T 

JoujB,  Mr.  F.,  Timaru, 
Grants  to  Natives,  m.  675 
Judicial,  m.  692,  670 
Native  Affairs,  m.  412,  442,  446,  446 
Native  Lands,  m.  636 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  615 ;  fw.  676 
Native  Land  Titles,  tn.  458 
Private  Grievances,  m.  488 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  599 

Judicial, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Saunders),  409;  m.  (Mr.  Gillies)^ 
411;  m.  (Mr.  FitzGenOdJ,  412;  m.  (Mr. 
Stafford),  420,  488;  tn.  (Mr.  FitzGerald), 
636 ;  tn.  iMr.  A.  J.  Bichmond),  665  ;  q.  (Mr. 
Harrison)  and  tn.  (Mr.  Stafford),  591;  2- 
(Major  Richardson),  659;  tn.  (Mr.  Fitzfaer- 
bert),  664  ;  tn.  (Mr.  Moorhonse),  669 

I.C.,  tn.  (Hon.  Mr.  HaU),  668 

Jury  BiU, 
I.C.,  Int.  415 ;  iB.  419  ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  480 

Juries  BiU, 
!.«.,  Int.  657 ;   1b.  668 ;   2b.  and  Com.  578 ; 

3b.  590 ;  Amend.  706 
h.,  IB.  591 ;  3b.  638 ;  Com.  681 ;  Beoom.  697 : 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  704 


EBmnr,  Hon.  Colonel  W.  H.,  Awtklamd, 
Education,  m.  679,  680 
Juries  Bill,  Com.  678 
Native  Affairs,  tn.  668 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  694;  Com. 

696 ;  Amend.  716 
Newry  versus  Atchison,  tn.  581 
Otago  and  Southland  Boondaiy  Bill»  2b.  577 ; 

3b.  690 
Royal  Prerogative,  tn.  563 
Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  BiU  (No.  2)» 

2b.  thrown  oat,  718 


Land  Ckmna, 
k.,  S«l.  Com.  614,  663 

Land  Claims  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  718 ;  2b.,  Qom.,  and  8b.  725 
I.C.,  1b.,  and  2b.  thrown  out,  738 

Land-purchases, 
h.,  m.  (Mt.  Fox),  673 
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L(mi  Btmtbry  Act, 
k.,  {.  (Ut.  Yox),  565 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  674 

Imtd  Begittry  Amendment  BiU, 
U.,  Int.  664 ;  iB.  575  ;  2b.  and  0<»n.  591 ;  8b. 

600;  Amend.  663 
k.,lB.604;  SB.  and  Com. 688;  Bep.Com.and 

3b.  661 

Land  Bevenme  Apvrovriation  Aet  Amendment 

Bitt  (No.  1), 
h.,^A.Sea■,  2b.,  Ci»n.,  and Sb.  697 
Ix.,  IB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  717 

Lamd  Betentu  Appropriation  Aet  Amendment 

Bia(No.S), 
h,  iB.  681 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  704 
U.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  717 

Law  of  Debtor  and  Creditor, 
U,  Sel.  Com.  480 

Lam  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Ix.,  Int.  415 ;  1b.  419 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  478 ; 

Com.  614 ;  Becom.  and  8b.  524 ;  Oonf.  564 ; 

Amend.  690 
A.,  Is.  534 ;  2b.  and  Com.  657 ;  Com.  558 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  8b.  568 ;  Oonf.674;  Amend. 

991,608 

Leave  of  Abtenee, 
k.,  m.  395,  401,  634,  565. 718 
Le.  418, 524,  625,  668 

Letter  from  Bishop  of  Wellington, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mi.  FitzGerald),  522 

Ubrarf  and  Printing, 
k,  SJ.  Com.  895 ;  m.  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  438 ; 

Sel.  Com.  672,  728 
Ic.,  Sel.  Com.  400,  726 

Ufktkoiuts, 

U.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Mensies),  406 
k.,  q.  (Mi.  Cnitis),  409 ;  m.  (Mz.  Dillon  Bell), 

til ;  a.  (Mi.  Stafford),  578 ;  q.  (Mr.  GugiU), 

669 

Loan  BiU, 

K,  iB.  711 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  719 
le.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  718 ;  m.  722 

Irort  Land<irdert  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  532 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  584 

Lwiatiet  BiR, 
U,  Int.  415 ;  iB.  419 ;  Dis.  568 


Mamikau, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  John  Williamson),  888 

Maori  Lexicon, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  ColauM^,  6T8 

Kaon  Messenger, 
K,  m.  (Mr.  Coleaso),  flS 


Mantbll,  Mi.  W.  B.  D.,  Wallace, 
Constitution  of  Ministoy,  m.  588 
Judicial,  m.  669 
Marine  Boards  Bill,  2b.  534 
Kative  Affairs,  m.  570 
Native  Lands,  m.  419 
Native  Lands  Bill  fNo.  2),  2b.  620 
Seat  of  Qovemmenc,  m.  599 

Marine  Boards  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  505 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  534 ;  Com.  and 

8b.  665 ;  Amend.  704 
I.C.,  iB.  669 ;  2b.  and  Com.  671 ;  Com.  678s 

Becom.  and  8b.  674 

Menzibs,  Hon.  J.,  Southland, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  406 
Constitution  of  Council,  q.  398 ;  m.  416,  418 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  Com.  514 
Delegation  of  Power,  q.  688 
Education,  m.  680 
Lighthouses,  m.  408 
Marine  Boards  Bill,  Com.  671 
Native  Affairs,  m.  668 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Amend.  717 
Otago  and    Southland  Boundary  Bill, 

575,  577 ;  8b.  590,  591 
Telegraphic  Communication,  m.  722 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  Int.  418 ;  2b.  thrown 

out,  434 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  715 
Waste  Lands,  m.  436 

Message  from  Hit  Excellency, 
I.C.,  682.  698,  726 

Middle  Island, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fox),  532 

Military  Defence, 
I.e.,  Joint  Com.  404 ;  m.  (Hon.  Major  Biob- 

mond),  434 
h..  Joint  Com.  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  404,  486; 

m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  483 

Military  Expenditure, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  483 

Military  Settlers  Bill, 
h..  Int.  and  Joint  Com.  591 

Military  Supplies  Customs  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  532 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  534 
I.e.,  IB.  535 ;  2b.  and  Com.,  558 ;  Sb.  568 

Militia  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  696 ;  Amend.  705 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  704 

MUitia  Bill, 
Le.,  IB.  674 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  681 

Militia  Bill  (No.  2), 
h.,  IB.  and  Sel.  Com.  681 

"Miners'  Franchise  Act,  I860,' 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  GUlies),  894 
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Miners  Bepresentation  BUI, 
h.,  iB.  532 ;  2e.  557  ;  2h.  and  Com.  658 ;  Com. 

564  ;  Rep.  Com.  and  8b.  667 ;  Amend.  661 
l.e.,  IB.  664 ;  2b.  and  Com.  591 ;  Becom.  600 ; 

8b.  606 

MinisUrial  Reaponsibility, 
h.,  q.  (Hajor  Riohaidson),  514 

Minitterial  Statement, 
h.,  Ob's.  (Mr.  Fox),  409;  Obs.  (Mr.  Domett), 

479,  480,  482,  633 
I.C.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  600 

Minor  Civil  Cases  Trial, 
I.C.,  Sel.  Com.  480 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  483 

Minutes, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  393 ;  m.  (Hon. 

Major  Bichmond),  480 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Carleton),  894,  411 ;  Obs.  (Mr. 

Speaker),  452 

MoNBO,  Dr.  D.,  Pieton  (Speaker  of  House  of 
Bepresentatives), 
Supply— 
m.  670 
Manual  of  New  Zealand  Botany,  699 

MooBHOcsB,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Beatheote, 

Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill,  1b.  711 

Constitution  of  Ministiy,  m.  584 

Judicial,  693,  664,  669,  670 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  719 

Marine  Boards  Bill,  2b.  534 

Native  Afiairs,  m.  441,  494,  503,  607,  669 

Native  Land  Purchase  Ordiiianoe  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  702 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  624 ;  Amend. 
713 

Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 
626 

Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  565 

Postal  Communication,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  661 

Besident  Magistrates'  Jorisdiotion  Extension 
Bill,  Com.  676 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  698,  699 

Siipply— 
Taranaki  Compensation,  666, 668 
Electric  Telegraphs,  699 

Taranaki  Petition,  Sel.  Com.  670 

Municipal  Institutions, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Neill),  582 


N. 

Ifative  Affairs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Jollie),  412 ;  m.  (Major  Riohardson), 
426 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  486,  446,  463  ;  m.  (Mr. 
Stafford),  483;  m.  (Mr.  FitzGerald),  488, 
605 ;  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  614  >,  q.  (Mr.  Fitz- 
Gerald), 638 ;  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  567  ;  m. 
(Mr.  FitzGerald),  688 

■le,,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taucred),  666;  m.  (Hon. 
Mr.  H.  Bussell),  671 


Native  Cireuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  BiU, 
!.c..  Int.  671 ;  1b.  673 ;   2b.,  Com.,  and  3b. 

681 ;  Oonf.  710  ;  Amend.  722 
k.,  IB.  696;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  712;  Oonf. 

719 ;  Amend.  723 

NoHoe   Districts  Begulation  Act  Ame»dm«iU 

BiU, 
Z.e.,  Int.  671 ;  iB.  678 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  681 
h.,  IB.  696 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  712 

Native  Land  Purehate  Ordisumee  Amemdmumt 
•     BiO, 
h.,  iB.  675 ;  2b.  negatived,  700 

Native  Lands, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  ManteU),  419 ;  m.  (Mr.  Jollie),  536 

Native  Lands  BiU  (No,  1), 
h.,  iB.  421 ;  Dis.  533 

Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  S), 
h.,  iB.  663;  m.  606;  2b.  608,  627;  2b.  and 

Com.  642;  Com.  670,  672,  673;    Beoom. 

674 ;  3b.  and  m.  675 ;  Amend.  711,  713 
{.c,  iB.  674 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  682 ;  Amend. 

716 

Native  Land  Titles, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Weld),  446  ;  m.  (Mr.  JoUie),  453; 
3.  (Mr.  Fox),  666 

Native  Purposes  Appropriation  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  696 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  704 
I.e.,  iB.,  3b.,  Com.  and  8b.  706 

Native  Beserves  Amendment  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  591 ;  2b.  and  Com.  605 ;  Bep.  Oom. 

and  3b.  638 ;  Amend.  672 
1.6.,  IB.  659 ;  2b.  and  Oom.  663 ;  8b.  668 

NaturaUtation  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  893  ;  3b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  533 ;  Amend. 

718 
I.C.,  IB.  636 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  698 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amendmtnt 

BUI, 
k.,  IB.  681 ;  3b.,  Com.,  and  8b.  713 
{.e.,  IB.,  and  3b.  thrown  out,  718 

New  Members, 

U.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  393,  436 
k.,  392, 419,  478,  668 

New  Provinces  Act, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Fox),  666 

Netory  versus  Atchison, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Chief  Joatiee  Amey),  634,  G06 

Newnaper  Bworts, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Weld),  463 ;  m.  (Mr.  FitzGerald), 

606 
J.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Colonel  Bossell),  664    . 

New  Writ, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  730 
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Next  Session^  the  OenenU  Assembly, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Thomson),  625 

Mixoir,  Major  M.  O.,  Franklin, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  725 
Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  420 

HoEouse, 
le.,  389,  390,  452 
V,  389,  390 

Nominated  Superintendents  BUI, 
k.,  IB.  488 ;  2b.  562.  574,  607 ;  Com.  641 ;  DU. 


OoM  of  Allegianee, 
U..99a 

Offieers  of  the  Legislature, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  659 

WSeUetion  on  Private  Bitts, 
A.,  Sel.  Com.  395 
le.,  Sel.  Com.  404 

(yNnctiL,  Mr.  J.,  Northern  Division, 
Adjotunme&t,  m.  390 
Gonstitation  of  Connoil,  m.  602 
down  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  418 
Handbook  of  Law,  q.  532 
Mnnicipal  Institutions,  g.  632 
NatiTe  AfEaizs,  m.  442 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  624 
Komiaated  Snperintendents  Bill,  2b,  656 
Private  Grievances,  m.  483 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  669 
Seat  of  Oovenunent,  m,  597 
Wreck  of  "  White  Swan,"  m.  565 

(hening  of  Parliament, 
Ix.  889,  890 
fc.  392 

Order  of  Business, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Dick),  481 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell), 
566;  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  696 

Obmohd,  Mr.  J.  D.,  CUee, 
Gonstitation  of  Council,  m.  602 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  Sel.  Com.  601 ;  m. 
664 

OltoBEB,  Mr.  O.  M.,  Town  of  Onehunga, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  725 
Glectoral,  m.  420,  446 
Judicial,  m.  592 
Newspaper  Reports,  m.  606 
Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 


Otago  and  Soitthiand  Boundary  Bill,' 
Ij;.,  Int.  663 ;  IB.  564 ;  2b.  and  Com.  575; 

3b.  590 
.,  IB.  591 ;  2b.  thrown  ont,  603 


P. 

Panama  Boute  Postal  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  664  ;  2b.  670 ;  Com.  and  Sb.  675 
;.c.,  iB.  681 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  698 

Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  676  ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  704 
Ix.,  iB.  705 ;  2b.  thrown  out,  718 

Picton  and  Wairau  Railway  BiU, 
h..  Int.  and  Sel.  Com.  673 

Position  of  Attomey-Oeneral, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  594 ;  3.  (Mr.  Fox),  728  ; 

m.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  729 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  SeweU),  720,  726 

Postal  Communication, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  (Mr.  Ward),  401;  q.  (Mr.  Wells), 
409;  m.  (Mr.  Eyes),  420;  m.  (Mr.  Ward), 
623 ;    Rep.   Sel.  Com.  569,  563 ;    q.  (Mr. 

Stafford),  718 

"  Prinu  Edward,"  Whaling  Brig, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Weld),  483 

Private  BiUs, 
h..  Joint  Com.  395 
Ix.,  Joint  Com.  404 

Private  Orievances, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  395 ;  m.  (Mr.  JoUie),  488 

Privilege, 
IX;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stokes),  663;  m.  (Hon.  Mr, 

SeweU),  714,  722 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  712 

Prorogation, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  RenaU),  697,  729 
I.C.,  727 

Ptd)Uo  Meeting  at  Mongonui, 
A.,m..(Mr.  Weld),601 

Public  Reserves  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Thomson),  659 

PubUc  Reserves  Amendment  Bill, 
le..  Int.  669 ;  1b.  663 ;  2b.  and  Com.  669 ;  SB. 

671 ;  Amend.  698 
h.,  iB.  672 ;  2b.  and  Com.  675 ;  Beoom.  682 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  697 


Bbnaix,  Mr.  A.,  Hutt, 
Customs,  m.  661 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  602 
Native  Affairs,  m.  672 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  621,  624 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  607 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  m.  694 
Prorogation,  5.  697 

Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  Bill,  2b.  697 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  599 
Supply,  662,  682 
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Beport  on  BilU, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  BosseU),  401 

Sepresentation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  532 ;  2b.  and  Com.  558 ;   Beoom.  664 ; 

Bep.  Oom.  and  3b.  667 
!.«.,  IB.  561 ;  2b.  and  Com.  600  ;  8b.  606 

Bepresentation  of  Otago, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  OilUes),  394 

Reserved  BUla, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  635 

Beiident   Magistratet'  Juritdiction  Extttaion 

BiU, 
I.e.,  Int.  514 ;  1b.  535 ;  2b.  and  Com.  563  ;  3b. 

564 ;  Conf .  705 ;  Amend.  714,  726 
h.,  iB.  674 ;  2b.  and  Com.  603 ;  Com.  675, 681 ; 

Becom.  697  ;  Rep.  Com.  and  Sb.  704 ;  Conf. 

712;  Amend.  719,  728 

BeHgnation  of  Ministers, 
J.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  476 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pox),  477 ;  m.  (Mr.  Wood),  478 ;  m. 
(Mr.  FitzOerald),  479 

Besignationa, 
k.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  392,  720 
{.c,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  418 

Betums, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  434,  725 

BaoDEs,  Mr.  W.  B.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Seat  of  Qovemment,  m.  599 

£iCBABD80N,  Major  3,  L.  C,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  So7 
Constitntion  of  Ministry,  m.  587,  688 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  414 
Jndicial,  q.  659 ;  tn.  664 
Ministerial  Besponsibility,  q.  614 
Native  Affairs,  m.  426,  430,  450, 467, 508, 610, 

518,  671 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  624, 625, 629 
Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 

627 
Nominated   Superintendents  Bill,   2b.   666, 

674 ;  Com.  642  ;  Dis.  661 
Otago  and  Southland   Boundary   Bill,    2b, 

thrown  out,  603 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  402,  403  ; 

m.  523 ;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  560 
Private  Grievances,  m.  483 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  595,  599 
Supply — Taranaki  Compensation,  668 
Tefegraphio  Communication,  q.  6iS3 
Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  585 

BiCHKOND,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Colli?igwood, 
Judicial,  m.  565 

Postal  Commimication,  Sol.  Com.  402 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  559 
Standard  Weights,  q.  514 

BiCHUOND,  Mr.  J.  C,  Omata, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  567,  725 


RiOHMOND,  Mr.  3.  0. — eontinued. 

Audit  Committee,  m.  728 

Constitution  of  Minisby,  m.  687 

Crown  Grants,  m.  409,  411 

Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  679 

Judicial,  tn.  698 

Ijoan  Bill,  2b.  719 

Maori  Messenger,  m.  621 

Native  Affairs,  tn.  442,  451, 671 

Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  702 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  Sf,  9b.  689 ;  m.«76 

Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  608 

Picton  and  Wairau  Baiiway  BiU,  Int.  678 

Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  659 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  599 

Supply — Taranaki  Compensation,  665,  666, 
668 

Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  411 

BiCHUOND,  Hon.  Major  M.,  O.B.,  ^«ison. 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  709 
Constitution  of  Council,  m.  417 
Juries  Bill,  Com.  578 
Library  and  Printing,  Sel.  Oom.  796  ' 
Milita^  Defence,  m.  434 
Minutes,  m.  480 
Native  Affairs,  m.  656 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  684 ;  Amend. 

715 
Standing  Orders,  Joint  Com.  479 ;   Bep.  Sel. 

Com.  524 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  2b.  thrown  oat,  434 

Boyal  Prerogative, 
l.e.,  tn.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  562 ;  tn.  (Hon.  Ohief 
Justice  Amey),  690 ;  tn.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hall), 

705 

Bdsseli.,  Hon.  Colonel  A.  H.,  Napier, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  tn.  706 
Constitutional  Principles,  q.  605,    668;  m. 

668,671 
Constitution  of  Ootmoil,  m.  418,  676 ;   Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  589 ;  m.  600 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  iB.  401 
Education,  tn.  679 
Juries  Bill,  Com.  678 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  693 ;  Amend. 

715 
Newry  versus  Atchison,  tn,  531 
Newspaper  Beports,  Obs.  654 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  2b.  677 ; 

3b.  690 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  484 

BcssEU.,  Hon.  H.,  Haioke't  Bay, 
Native  Affcurs,  m.  671 
Loan  Bill,  tn.  722 

Bdbsbu.,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auckland, 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  tn.  689 
Government  Becord,  tn.  404 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  tn.  404 
Judicial,  tn.  669 
Beport  on  Bills,  q.  401 

Besident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  Com.  675 ;  Amend.  704 
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Sak  for  NoH^paymeHt  of  BaUa  BiU, 
U^  Int.  669;  Is.  668;  2b.  and  Oom.  669; 

Beoom.  671 ;  Sb.  678 ;  Conf .  70S ;  Amend. 

714 
i.,lB.  671 ;  3b.  and  Cam.  607 ;  Bep.  Oom.  and 

8b.  704 ;  Cout.  712 ;  Amend.  719 

SiDMDBBS,  Mr.  A.,  Waimea, 
Jndioial,  a.  409 ;  m.  670 
Fioton  and  Waiiaa  Bailway  Bill,  Int.  673 
Kative  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Com.  670,  671 
Supply — TamuJci  Compensation,  668;  t». 
672 

Seat  of  Oovemment, 

k.,  2.  (Kr.  Diok),  604, 632 ;  m.  (Mr.  Dick),  594 ; 
m.  (Mr.  Wilson),  660 

Sewbll,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Address  in  Beply,  Sel.  Com.  898 ;  m.  407 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  418 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill,  2b.  658 
Bills  introduced,  m.  415,  416 
Commencement  of  Acts  Bill,  iB.  683 
Constitational  Principles,  q.  605,  668 
Constitation  of  Coimoil,  9.  398 ;  m.  417 
Oonrt  of  Appeal  Bill,  Int.  398 ;  iB.  400,  401 ; 

2b.  419 
Edaoation,  m.  679 
Qoldflelds,  Sel.  Com.  416 
^Tones  BiU,  Int.  567 ;  Com.  578 
Lend  Claims  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  722 
Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b. 

478 ;  Conf.  564 
L^dtthonses,  m.  408 
Muitaiy  Defence,  m.  434 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  600 
Minntes,  m.  392 
Native  Affairs,  m.  658 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  681 
Native  Land  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  686 ;  Amend. 

716 
Newiy  ver$ua  Atchison,  m.  529,  531 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  2b.  677  ; 

3b.  590 
Position  of  Attomey-Oeneral,  Obs.  720,  726 
Privilege,  m.  714,  722 
Besignation  of  Ministers,  m.  476 
BoviJ  Prerogative,  m.  562,  705 
Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  Bill,  Int. 

659 
Snpieme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2),  Int. 

557 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill,  Int.  418 

Sitting  Days, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tancred),  564 

Speaxbb,  Hon.  the,  I.e.  (Hon.  T.  H.  Bartley), 
Address  in  Beply,  Obs.  415 
Message  froin  His  Excellency,  Obs.  698,  726 
N«w  Members,  Obs.  893,  436 
Oath  ot  Allegiance,  Obs.  392 
Besignation,  Obs.  418 


Speakkb,  Mr.,  h.  (Dr.  D.  Monro),  Pietoii, 
Address  in  Beply,  Obs.  895,  401 
Adjoomment,  m.  890 
Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 
Audit  Committee,  415,  435 
Business  of  Session,  Obs.  728 
Governor's  Speech,  Obs.  893 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  665 
Minutes,  Obs.  394,  452 
Native  Affairs,  m.  430,  476 
Native  Lands,  m.  536 
Officers  of  the  Legislature,  m.  660 
Opening  of  Parliament,  Obs.  392 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Oom.  402,  408 
Beserved  Bills,  Obs.  625 
Besignations,  Obs.  392,  720 

Sc&VFOBD,  Mr.  E.  W.,  City  ofNtlmm, 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  725 
Administration  of  Justice,  Sel.  Com.  490 
Alteration  of  Clock,  m.  696 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  584,  588,  589 
Crown  Grants,  m.  410 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  28.  414 
Customs,  m.  660 
Despatches,  g.  393 
Financial,  m.  696 
Goldflelds,  m.  420 
Ooldflelds  Bill,  Com.  665 
Hawke's  Bay  Petition,  m.  665 
Judicial,  m.  411,  420,  468,  586,  591,  593.  694, 

664,670 
LightJiouses,  q.  578 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  719 
Military  Expenditure,  m.  438 
Native  Affairs,  m.  431,  432,  453,  488 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  m.  676 
Newspaper  Beports,  Obs.  452 
Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 

626,  627 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  607 
Pioton  and  Wairau  Bailway  Bill,  Int.  673 
Position  of  Attorney-General,  m.  594 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  402 ;  Bep. 

Sel.  Com.  560 ;  q.  718 
Besignation  of  Ministers,  m.  478 
Betums,  m.  434,  725 

Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  Bill,  2b.  697 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  596 
Supply— 

662,663 

Taranaki  Compensation,  699,  710 
Volunteers  and  Militia,  m.  635 
Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 

IB.  711 

Standard  Weightt, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bichmond),  614 

Standing  Orders, 
h..  Joint  Com.  and  Sel.  Com.  895 ;  Joint  Com. 

479 ;  m.  (Mr.  Pox),  558 
I.C.,  Sol.  Com.  400 ;  Joint  Com.  404, 479 ;  Bep. 
Sel.  Com.  524 

Steam  Navigation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  419 ;  2b.  433 ;  Com.  436, 446, 513 ;  Bep. 

Com.  and  3b.  623 ;  Amend.  704 
l.e.,  IB.  514 ;  2b.  and  Com.  635 ;  Oom.  673 ; 

Becom.  and  3b.  674 
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Stokes,  Hon.  B.,  Wellington, 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  404 

Constitution  of  Council,  m,  418 

Edncation,  m.  676, 680 

Loan  Bill,  m.  722 

Native  Afiairs,  m.  657 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  685 ;  Amend. 
717 
.  Privilege,  m.  663 

Summary  Procedure  on  Billt  BiU, 
h.,  1b.  446;  2b.  and  Com.  518;  Com.  532; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  SS4 ;  Amend.  603 
I.C.,  iB.  635 :  2b.  and  Com.  564 ;  Reoom.  575 ; 

Sb.  590 

Supply, 

h.,  m.  404,  415 ;  Bep.  421 ;  m.  438 ;  Bep.  435 ; 
m.  564,  662 ;  Bep.,  m.,  and  Taranalu  Com- 
pensation, 665 ;  Bep.  and  m.  670 ;  m.  672, 
676,  681 ;  Taranaki  Compensation,  698 ; 
Eleotrio  Telegraphs  and  Manual  of  New 
Zealand  Botany,  699;  Bep.  708;  w.  710, 
711 ;  Bep.  712,  718     . 

Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill,    ' 
l.e.,  Int.  416 ;  1b.  419;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  480 

Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
l.e..  Int.  667 ;  1b.  563  ;  2b.  and  Com.  578 ;  8b. 

590 ;  Amend.  663 
h.,  1b.  591 ;  2b.  and  Com.  605 ;  Beoom.  638; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  661 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tancred),  674 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  700 


T. 

Takcbxd,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Canterbury, 

Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  705 

Education,  m.  678 

Land  Claims  Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  722 

Loan  Bill,  m.  722 

Native  Affairs,  m.  655,  659 

Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendnent  Bill, 
2b.  681 

Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  682,  695; 
Amend.  715,  717 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begulations  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  thrown  out,  718 

Newry  versus  Atchison,  tn.  531 

Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill,  8b.  thrown  ont, 
718 

Position  of  Attorney-General,  Obs.  722 

Boyal  Prerogative,  m.  563,  705 

Sitting-Days,  m.  564 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  tn.  674 

Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  716 

Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2), 
2b.  thrown  ont,  717 

Taranahi  Petition, 

K,  m.  (Mr.  Atkinson),  579 ;  Sel.  Com.  670 ;  m. 
(Mr.  Fox),  681 


Taylob,  Mr.  W.  W.,  City  of  Wettingtm, 
Customs,  m.  660,  661,  674 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  622 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  674 
Postal  Communication,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  560 
Bepresentation  BUI,  2b.  659 
Besident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  •B'.-rtaT»ip(»n 
Bill,  Amend.  704 

Telegraphic  Communication, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Bichardson),  663 ;  g.  (Mr.  Oargill), 

I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  HaU),  722 

Thomson,  Mr.  W.,  Avon, 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Amend.  714 
Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 

626 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  656 
Public  Beserves  Act,  g.  659 
Vote  of' Thanks,  m.  625 

Town  of  Clinton  Bia, 
>  I.C.,  Int.  418 ;  1b.  419 ;  2b.  thrown  out,  434 

FrusUes  Belief  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  479 ;  2b.  and  Com.  513 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

3b.  523 ;  Amend.  603 
I.C.,  IB.  514 ;  2b.  and  Com.  663 ;  3b.  564 


Unauthorized  Expenditure, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carleton),  674 


Volunteers  and  Militia, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  0.  Bichmond),  411 ;  m. 
Atkinson  and  Major  Nixon),  420 ;  m.  hit. 
Stafford),  535 ;  q.  (Mr.  Fox),  566 

Vote  of  Thanks, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Thomson),  625 
{.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Tancred),  715 


w. 

Wabd,  Mr.  C,  Toion  of  Lytlelton,  . 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  687 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.   1),  2b.  412,  414; 

Com.  435 
Crown  Lands  Bill,  Com.  435 
Qoldfields,  m.  420 ;  Sel.  Com.  433,  479 
Judicial,  m.  636 
Lighthouses,  q.  659 
Native  Affairs,  m.  431,  453 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  656 
Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  401,  402, 

403 ;  g.  409 ;  fft.  523 ;   Bep.  Sel.  Com.  559, 

561 ;  q.  718 
Telegraphic  Communication,  q.  663,  669 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 
Supply — Electric  Telegraphs,  699 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  m.  700 
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WatUlMttds, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  436 

Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  627 ;  2b.  negatived,  661 ;  2b.  670 

WatU  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  i), 
h.,  iB.  711 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  714 
le.,  iB.  717 ;  2b.  negatived,  718 

Watt,  Mr.  I.  N.,  Toum  of  New  Plymouth, 
Native  Affairs,  m.  46.5 
Kative  Lands  Bill  (No.  2],  2r.  646 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  554 
Postal  Communication,  Sel  Com.  402 
Private  Grievances,  m.  483 
Seat  of  Government,  nt.  699 
Supply — Taranald  Compensation,  667, 699 
Taranaki  Petition,  m.  582 

Ways  and  Means, 

i.,  m.  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  633 ;  Financial  State- 
ment, 636 

Wbu>,  Mr.  p.  a.,  Cheviot, 
Abduction,  m.  589 
Cases  tried  at  Mongonni,  m.  601 
Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  587,  589 
Importation  of  Game,  m.  482 
Judicial,  m.  593 

Native  Affairs,  m.  430,  447,  472,  510, 572 
Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2),  2b.  624 
Native  Land  Titles,  m.  446 
Newspaper  Reports,  Obs.  452 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  607 
Officers  of  the  Legislature,  m.  660 
Public  Meeting  at  Mongonui,  m.  601 
"  Prince  Edward,"  Whaling  Brig,  m.  483 
Seat  of  Govenunent,  m.  599 

Wells,  Mr,  W.,  Suburhs  of  Nelson, 
Judicial,  m.  592,  664,  669 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  646 
Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m, 

626,627 
Postal  Communication,  {.  409 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  699 

WouixsoK^    Mr.   Jakes,  City  of  Auckland 
West, 
Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2),  2b.  651 ;  Amend. 

714 
Picton  and  Wairaa  Bailway  Bill,  Int.  673 


WtLLiAusoN,  Mr.  Joan,  City  of  Auckland  West, 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  400 

Financial,  m.  681 

Manukau,  j.  393 

Native  Affairs,  m.  467 

Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  702,  703 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  624,  625,  642 ; 
Amend.  714 

Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 
626 

Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  402 ;  Bop. 
Sel.  Com.  560,  561 

Private  Grievances,  m.  483 

Prorogation,  q.  697 

Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  Bill,  2b.  697 

Seat  of  Govenunent,  m.  598 

Supply — Taranaki  Compensation,  666,  668 

Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  nega- 
tived, 661 

Wilson,  Mr.  i.  C,  C.B.,  City  of  Christehiureh, 

Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  587 

Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  414 

Judicial,  m.  670 

Native  Affairs,  m.  461 

Kative  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2b.  negatived,  702 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  651 ;  A^end. 
713 

Next  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  m. 
626 

Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.  656 

Private  Grievances,  m.  483 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  599,  660 

Wood,  Mr.  B.  G.,  Pamell, 

Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill,  iB.  711 

Constitution  of  Ministry,  m.  587 

Customs,  m.  660 

Lighthouses,  q.  409 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  719 

Manukau,  ;.  393 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  409 

Native  Affairs,  m.  439,  443,  572 

Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  645 

Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU  (No.  1),  2e.  697 

Postal  Communication,  Sel.  Com.  402;  m. 
623 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  560 

Prorogation,  q.  007 

Resignation  of  Ministers,  nt.  476 

Supply,  404,  415,  433,  662,  675,  681, 682,  710, 
711 

Wreck  of  "  White  Swan," 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  565 ;  m.  (Mr.  CNeni),  665 
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NOTE. 

Oh  pa^e  960  is  the  report  of  an  adjourned  debate  on  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  refereno* 
to  the  "  next  meeting  of  Assembly,"  but  there  is  no  record  in  the  reports  of  the  making  of  the 
motion.  This  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Journals,  which  record  the  adjourned  debate, 
but  not  the  original  motion.  From  an  examination  of  the  Order  Papers  it  would  appear  that 
the  motion  was  made  in  the  House  on  the  20th  November,  and  that  the  error  lies  in  the 
omission  of  this  motion  from  the  Journals,  and  not  in  the  reference  to  the  debate  of  the  80th 
November  as  an  "  adjourned  debate." 
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GOVEKNOR. 

S«  Excellencj  Sir  Oxobob  Obet,  Knight  Commander  of  the  Most  Hononrabia  Oidaz  of 

the  Bath. 


MINISTBy. 
(To  80th  October,  1863.) 


ftemiar,  Colonial  Secretary,  and  Secretary  for 

down  Lands 
(Vdonial  Treasnrer  and  Conuninioner  of  Oos- 

toms    .. 
Uiiiitter  for  Native  Afiaiia    .. 
Portmaster-Qeneral 
Mmiiter  for  Colonial  Defence 
Withont  Portfolio      . . 


The  Hon.  Alfbko  Dohbtt. 

The  Hon.  Readbb  Oilson  Wood. 

The  Hon.  Fbancis  Duxon  Beix. 

The  Hon.  Cbosbie  Wabo. 

The  Hon.  Thohas  Rcssbix. 

The    Hon.    Waltbb    Bau>ocx    Ddbaitt 

MaBTBUi. 


(From  30th  October,  1868.) 


Premier  and  Attorney-General 

Colonial  Secretary    . . 

Colonial  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Customs 

Poctmaster-General 

Minister  for  Colonial  Defencejj 

Without  Portfolio  (to  25th  November) 


The  Hon.  Fbedbbick  Whitaxbb. 
The  Hon.  Wilmam  Pox. 
The  Hon.  Beadeb  Oilson  Wood. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Bannatyke  Giijjb8.- 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Busseli.. 
The    Hon.    Wai/fbb    Baldock    Dcbabt 
Mantbli.. 


BOLL  OP  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 


Aney,  Hon.  Sir  George  Alfred,  Chief  Justice, 


Baillie,  Hon.    William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 

boroiu^ 
Bertley,  Hon.  Thomas   Houghton,  Auckland 

(Speaker). 
Bachioan,  Hon.  Andrew,  Dunedin. 
Cnwford,  Hon.  James  Coutts,  Wellington. 
Cot&eld,  Hon.  George,  New  Plymouth. 
OOfilUn,  Hon.  John  Anderson,  Auckland. 
Hill,  Hon.  John,  Canterbury. 
Buris,  Hon.  John  Hyde,  Otago. 
Johnston,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 
Kamy,  Hon.  William  Henry,  Auckland. 
Lee,  Eon.  Q«orae  Leslie,  Amuri. 
Ueaiies,  Hon.  James,  Southland. 
PiUms,  Hon.  Francis  Scott,  Otago. 


Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 

Renwiok,  Hon.  Thomas,  Nelson. 

Richmond,  Hon.  Mathew,  C.B.,  Nelson. 

Russell,  Hon.  Andrew  Hamilton,  Napier. 

Russell,  Hon.  Henry,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Bnssell,  Hon.  John  Charles  Watts,  Canter- 
bury. 

Salmon,  Hon.  Jobn,  Auckland. 

Sewell,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland: 

Stokes,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Swainson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Tancred,  Hon.  Henry  .Tohn,  Canterboiy. 

Walton,  Hon.  Henry,  Whangarei. 

Whitaker,  Hon.  Frederick,  Auckland. 

Whitmore,  Hon.  George  Stoddart,  Hawke's 
Bay. 

Wither,  Hon.  Charles  Bigg,  Nelson  (resigned). 
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LIST  OP  MEMBEBS  OP  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Atkinson,  Harry  Albert,  Grey  and  Bell. 

Baldwin,  William,  Goldfields  District. 

Bell,  Francis  Dillon,  Wallace. 

Brandon,  Alfred  De  Bathe,  Porirua. 

Brodie,  George,  Goldfields  District. 

Butler,  William,  Mongonui. 

Cargill,  Edward  Bowes,  Bruce. 

Carleton,  Hugh,  Bay  of  Islands  (Chairman  of 

Committees). 
Carter,  Charles  Rooking,  Wairarapa. 
Colenso,  William,  Napier.  * 

Cox,  Alfred,  Heathcoto. 
Curtis,  Herbert  Evelyn,  Motueka. 
Domett,  Alfred,  City  of  Nelson. 
Ryea,  William  Henry,  Wairau. 
Featherston,  Isaac  Earl,  City  of  Wellington. 
FitzGerald,  James  Edward,  EUesmere. 
Fitzherbert,  William,  Hutt. 
Fox,  William,  Rangitikei. 
Gillies,  Thomas  Bannatyne,  Bruce. 
Graham,  George,  Newton. 
Graham,  Robert,  Franklin. 
Harrison,  Henry  Shafto,  Wanganui. 
Henderson,  Thomas,  Northern  Division. 
Jollie,  Francis,  Timaru. 
Mantell,  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wallace. 
Mason,  William,  Pensioner  Settlements. 
Monro,  David,  Picton  (Speaker). 
Munro,  John,  Marsden. 
Nixon,  Marmaduke  George,  Pranklin. 
O'Neill,  James,  Northern  Division. 
Onnond,  John  Davies,  Clive. 


O'Rorke,  George  Maurice  (Acting  Chairman'of 
Committees),  Town  of  Onehunga.    * 

Patcrson,  Jamesv  Dnnedin  and  Suburbs  SoDth. 

Renal],  Alfred,  Hutt. 

Reynolds,  William  Hunter,  Dnnedin  and 
Suburbs  South. 

Rhodes,  William  Barnard,  City  of  Wellington. 

Richardson,  John  Larkins  Cheese,  Dnnedin 
and  Suburbs  North-. 

Richmond,  Andrew  James,  Collingwood. 

Richmond,  James  Crowe,  Omata. 

Russell,  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland  East. 

Saunders,  Alfred,  Waimea. 

Stafford,  Edward  William,  City  of  Nelson. 

Taylor,  Charles  John,  Raglan. 

Taylor,  William  Waring,  City  of  Wellington. 

Thomson,  William,  Avon. 

Turton,  Henry  Hanson,  Town  of  New  Ply- 
mouth. 

Vogel,  Julius,  Duncdin  and  Suburbs  North. 

Walker,  Lancelot,  Akaroa. 

Ward,  Crosbie,  Town  of  Lyttelton. 

Wayne,  Frederick,  Hampden. 

Weld,  Frederick  Aloysius,  Cheviot. 

Wells,  William,  Suburbs  of  Nelson. 

Wilkin,  Robert,  Kaiapoi. 

Williamson,  James,  City  of  Auckland  West 

Williamson,  John,  City  of  Auckland  West. 

Wilson,  John  Cracroft,  C.B.,  City  of  Chnst- 
church. 

Wood,  Reader  Qilson,  Pamell. 
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Address  in  Reply, 
Ijc.,  Sel.  Com.  735 ;  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Buchanan), 

710,  753;  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  771 
h.,  lit.  (Mr.  R.  Omham),  737,  765 ;  Obs.  (Mr. 
Speiaker),  775 

Address  to  Her  Majesty, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Poi),  779 
Ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  807 

Adjournment, 
h.,  IB.  (Mr.  Wood),  987 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  1029 

Amending  Acts, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Cortis),  842 

Appointments, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  G.  Graham),  770 

Appropriation  BiU, 
L,  IB.  1006;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  1009 
U.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1013 ;  3b.  1014 

Arm*  Act  CoiUinuanee  BiU, 
k.,  lu.  810;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  824 
l^.,  IB.  843 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  874 

Assist,  Hon.  Sir  G.  A.,  Chief  Justice,  Auek- 
iand. 
Civil  Last  BiU,  2b.  1013 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  1005 
Native  War,  m.  1015 
Waitara  Question,  m.  1019 

ATKtSBos,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Grey  and  Bell, 
Audit  Committee,  m.  994 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  942 
MiUtia,  m.  844,  845.  980 
Nattra  Affairs,  m.  920,  994 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  865 
Ptixe-finng,  m.  955 
Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Extension  Bill, 

3b.  745 


Atkinson,  Mr.  H.  A. — continued. 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  748 
Roads,  m.  810 
Supply — 

Families  of  Militiamen,  958 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  792 

Auckland  and  Drury  Railtaay  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  899 ;  2b.  920 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  and  Sb. 

977;  Amend.  1009 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  Sel.  Com.  977  ;   Rep.  Sel 
Com.  998 ;  3b.  1005 

Auckland  Harbour  Debenture  Act  1860  Amend- 
ment BiU, 

h..  Int.  875 ;  1b.  894 ;  2b.  899 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
and  3b.  924 

U.,  iB.  940 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  945 ;  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  977 ;  3b.  987 

Auckland  ProviTicial  Council, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wood),  948 

Auckland  Reserves  Bill, 
I.C.,  Int.  919 ;  1b.  919 ;  2b.  and  Com.  941 ;  3b. 

946 
h.,  IB.  946 ;  2b.  960 ;  Com.  and  3b.  994 

Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bttt, 
h.,  IB.  833 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  867 ;  Com.  and 

3b.  1008 ;  Amend.  1032 
l.e.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1018 ;  Com.  1014 ; 
3b.  1028 

Audit  Committee, 
h.,  749 ;  »i.  (Mr.  Atkinson),  994 


Bailub,  Hon.  Captain  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough, 
Financial,  o.  771 
Marlborougn  Loan  Bill,  {.  772 
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Bau>win,  Captain  W.,  Ooldfleldt  District, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  765 
Goldfields,  g.  775 ;  tn.  811 ;  j.  875 
HUitia,  m.  ITl 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  878 

Banking, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mi.  Sewell),  1012 

Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  860  ;  2e.  874  ;  3b.  963,  971 ;  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  and  8b.  977 
I.C.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  Sol.  Com.  977 ;  C<ypi.  998 ; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  and  Sb.  1005 

Bell,  Mr.  F.  Dillon,  WalUiee, 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  943 
Disqualification    Act    Extension    Bill,    2b. 

thrown  out,  986 
Explanation,  m.  922 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  897 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  786,  737,  741,  742 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  Com  917 
Maori  Outrages,  m.  896 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  966,  968 
Militia,  m.  823  • 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  751,  764 
Native  Affairs,  ni.  804,  895,  956,  956 
Native  Letters,  m.  824 
Native  Minister,  m.  805 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  768 
New    Provinces  Act    Amendment  Bill,  2b. 

975 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill,  m. 

810 ;  iB.  811 ;  2b.  850 
Petition  of  A.  G.  Purchas,  m.  896 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  m.  895 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  861 
Petition  of  P.  L.  Francis  and  Others,  m.  971, 

972 
Petition  of  Wakatipu  Miners,  q.  1021, 1029 
Postal  Service,  m.  1007 
Representation,  q.  776 
Representation   Bill,  2b.  948;    Com.  1003, 

1004,  1005 
Resignation  of  Minister,  q.  910 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  918 
Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  997 
Stewart's  Island,  q.  822 
Supply- 
Legislative,  969 
Supjiression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  797 
Waitara  Qnestion,  m.  884,  842,  978,   979, 

1010, 1023 

Bluff  Harhowr  and  InvercargiU  Baiheay  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  920 ;  2b.  924 ;  8b.  968 ;  Amend.  1009 
Ue.,  iB.  962;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  977;   Rep. 

Sel.  Com.  998;   Rep.  Sel.  Com.  and  3b. 

1005 

Bbandok,  Mr.  A.  db  B.,  JPorirua, 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  9i57 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  046 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  995 

Supply- 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 

Wellington  and  Hawke's   Bay  Naval   and 
Military  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  074 


Bbomb,  Mr.  G.,  Goldfields  District, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  765,  766 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BiU,  Sb.  963, 971 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Customs,  q.  832,  833 ;  m.  875,  876 
Explanation,  m.  922 
Goldfields,  m.  811,  812 
Goldfields  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Com.  985 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  817 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  917 
Marine  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 
Native  Affairs,  q.  802 
Native  War,  m.  911 
New  Zealand  Loon  Bill,  2b.  861 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  789 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  865 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  854 
Postal  Service,  3.  768 
Provincial   Compulsory    Land -taking    Bill, 

2b.  897 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Reporting  of  Debates,  m.  973 
Representation  BiU,  iB.  903  ;  Com.  970, 971 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  913,  939,  944,  995 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  BUI, 

IB.  894 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills,  m.  810 
Supply — 

m.  769 

Legislative  and  tn.  068,  969 

BucBANAN,  Eon.  A.,  Dunedin, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  740,  753 

Business  of  Session, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  1032 

BuTLXB,  Mr.  W.,  ifongonui, 
Maori  Outrages,  m.  896,  921 
Memorial  of  Miss  Briggs,  7R.  895 
Native  Affairs,  m.  904 
Petition  of  Captain  CampbeU,  m.  845 


Caboiu.,  Mr.  £.  B.,  Bruce, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  765,  766 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BUI,  SB.  968,  971 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  823 
Criminals  BiU,  2b.  981 
Customs,  m.  876 
Government  BuUdings,  m.  1002 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  818,  814 
Marine  Board  BiU,  2n.  767 
MUitia,  m.  777 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Saspension  BiU,  1b.  946 
New  Zealand  Loan  BiU,  2b.  862 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901,  960 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  SiB.,  thrown 

out,  865 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  2e.  867 
Postal  Service,  m.  1007, 1008 
Prize-firing,  m.  955 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  9S0 
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Caxbul,  Mr.  £.  B. — continued. 
SDjpply — 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 
Waitara  Qaestion,  m.  1010 

CiBTKB,  Mr.  C.  R.,  Wairarapa, 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  943 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  817 
Hilitia,  q.  920 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2it.,  thrown 

oat,  866 
Otago  and  Southluid  Bepresentation  BUI, 

2b.  853 

Chatham  Tslands, 
h.,  {.  (Mr.  Weld),  93i 

Chawman  of  CommitUes, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wood),  737 

Ctctl  List  Bin, 

fc.,  iB.  999;  2&.,  Com.,  and  3b.  1008 
U.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1013 ;  8b.  1014 

Claim  of  Peter  WUliama, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Bichardson),  921 

CoLEBSo,  Mr.  W.,  Napier, 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  823 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  943 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Customs,  m.  876 
Disqualification  Act,  g.  963 
Explanation,  m.  923 

Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2b.  948 
Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 

Bill,  2r.,  thrown  out,  849 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  897 
Lientenant-Govemor,  m.  817 
Maori  Documents,  m.  844 
Hariae  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 
Military  Settlers,  q.  821 
Uilitia,  m.  823,  844 
Native  Affairs,  m.  804,  823,  89S 
Kative  Letters,  m.  824,  876,  947 
Native  War,  m.  912 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  947 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  976 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  862 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901,  960 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

oat,  864 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  853 
Petition  of  A.  O.  Purohas,  m.  896 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  861 
Postal  Service,  m.  1007 
Provincial  Compnlsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

897 
BaUway  Bill,  2b.  958 
Bepresentation  Bill,  1b.  904  ;    Com.  1004, 

1005 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  918,  939,  996 
Soperintendents  BUeotton  Bill,  iB.  966 ;  3b., 

throvm  out,  986 
Sopply— 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  969 
Soppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  798 
Wattaia  Qaestion,  m.  842, 978, 1025 


CocjSKSO,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Wellington  and    Hawke's   Bay  Naval   and 
Military  Settlers  BiU,  2b.  974 

Colonial  Defences, 
h.,  m.   (Major  Richardson),  822;  q.  (Mr.  ^. 

Graham),  882 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  906 

Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  737;   2b.  and  Com.  744;  Com.  768; 

Rej,  Com.  and  3b.  771 ;  Amend.  897 
t.e.,  iB.  773 ;  2b.  and  Com.  843 ;  SB.  869 

Commencement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Repeal  BiU, 
I.C.,  Int.  869 ;  1b.  919 ;  2r.  and  Com.  919 ;  3b. 

940;  Amend.  977,1030 
h.,  iB.  944;   2b.  and  Com.,  948;  Rep.  Com. 

and  3b.  958;  Amend.  1032 

Commissariat, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  John  Williamson),  824 

Compensation  to  Settlers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Graliani),  821 ;   m.  Com.    (Mr. 
Atkinson),  942,  973 

Constitution  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  946 ;  withdrawn,  1012 

Cox,  Mr.  A.,  Heathcote, 
Kew  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  975 

Criminals  Lill, 

h.,  iB.  955 ;  2r.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  980 
ic,  IB.  987 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1005 ;  3b.,  thrown 
out,  1009 

Crown  Orani^Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  910 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  943 
).e.,  iB.  946 ;  2b.,  throvm  out,  954 

Cdbtis,  Mr.  H.  E.,  Motueka, 
Amending  Acts,  m.  842 
Customs,  m.  876 
Militia,  m.  778 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  m.  846 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  m.  895 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  861 
Supply — 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 

Customs, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brodie),  832 ;  m.  {itc.  Bcodie),  875 


Deeds  Registration  Amendment  BiU, 
J.C.,  Int.  764;   1b.  759;  2b.  and  Com.  773; 

Recom.  842 ;  3b.  855 ;  Conf .  962 ;  Amend. 

987 
k.,  IB.  875;  2b.  and  Com.  896;  Com.  946; 

Rep.  Com.  and  3b.  948;  Conf.  972;  Amend. 

999,1006 

DisqtuMfioation  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Oolenso),  963 
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Disqualification  Act  Extension  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  955;  2e.,  thrown  out,  986 

Divisions, 

I.e.,  Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  Com.  999 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  lOOG;    3b.,  thrown  out, 

1009 
Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  BUI, 

2b.,  thrown  out,  954 
Native  Affairs,  »«.  800 
Native  War,  m.  1015 
Now  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  874 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  953,  954 
Suppression  of  Hebcllion  Bill,  2e.  860 
Waitara  Inquiry  Commission  Bill,  2b.  1013 
Waitara  Question,  m.  994,  1018,  1019,  1020 
h.,  Adjoiiriinient,  m.  9S7 
Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  913 
Deeds  Kogistration  Amendment  Bill,  Com. 

945 
Electoral,  m.  942 
Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 

Bill,  2b.,  thrown  out,  850 
Leave  of  .ibseiKe,  m.  741,  742 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  917 
Nelson  iScab  Act  Susx^ension  BiU,  2b.  and 

Com.  974 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill,  Com.  905 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  m.  987; 

2b.  975,  970 ;  Com'.  1001,  1002 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  893,  898,  907 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  960 
Nominated  buperintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  8G7 
Order  of  Business,  m.  1003 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation  6iUi  *". 

811 
Petition  of  P.  L.  Fr.ancis  and  others,  m.  972 
Postal  Service,  m.  1008 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  958 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970,  971,  1003, 

1004,  1005 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  918,  931,  940,  944, 

996 
Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  998 
Standing  Orders,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  975 
Supply— 

Picton  Railway  Bill,  958 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  059 

Legislative,  969 

Registrar,  969 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  800 ;  Com. 

805 

Domett,  Mr.  A.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  739,  765 
Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  744 
Memorial  of  Miss  Briggs,  m.  895 
Militia,  m.  844 
Native  Affairs,  q.  899, 955 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  947 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Com. 

1001 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  902 
Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  745,  746 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  Obs.  747 ;  q.  910 


Domett,  Mr.  A. — continued. 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  912 
Stewart  Island  Annexation  Bill,  2b.  744,  745 
Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill,  2b.  744 
Waitara  Question,  Obs.  1013 ;  m.  1025, 1027 


E. 

Electoral, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  844;   m.  (Mr.  Stafford), 
941 

Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  737;  2b.  and  Com.  742;    Com.   768; 

Rep.  Com.  and  3r.  771 ;  Amend.  897 
I.e.,  iB.  773  ;  2b.  and  Com.  843 ;  Kecom.  and 

3b.  869 

Execution  of  Criminals  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
I.C.,  Int.  773;  1b.  809;  2b.  and  Com.  820; 

Recom.  842  ;  3e.  855 
h.,  lE.  800 ;  2b.  874  ;  Com.  898 

Executive  Council, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stafford),  802 

Explanation, 
h.,  Obs.    (Mr.  PitzQerald),   905;    Obs.  (Mr. 
Stafford),  921 

Eyes,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wairau, 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iK.  947 
New   Provinces   Act   Amendment    Bill,  IB. 

947;  2b.  975 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  913 


P. 

Peathebston,  Dr.  I.  E.,  City  of  WellirigUm, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  737,  738,  765 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  741 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  751 
Native  Affairs, »».  770 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  795 
Waitara  Question,  t».  985, 1010 
Wellington  and    Hawke's    Bay  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  974 

Financial, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.   Stafford),  769;  m.  (Mr.   Vogel), 

900 
l.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Captain  BaiUie),  771 ;  m.  (Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell),  1020, 10* 

Financial  Statement, 
See  Ways  and  Means,  824 

FitzQbbau),  Mr.  J.  E.,  ElUsmere, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  739,  766 
Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Bill,  2b.  929 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822 
Commissariat,  m.  824 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  942 
Disqualification    Act   Extension   Bill,    2b., 

thrown  out,  986 
Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill,  2b.  74S,  743 
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PttzGekald,  Mr.  J.  E. — continued. 
Explanation,  Obs.  905 
Government  BuUdingi;.  m.  1002 
Leave  o£  Absence,  m.  741,  742 
Lieutenant-Governors  Bill,  lE.  947 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  915,  916;  Com. 

917 
Maori  Outrages,  m.  896,  921 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  967 
Marino  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 
Militia,  m.  Ill 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  752 
Native  Affairs,  m.  804, 895 
Native  Letters,  m.  824 
Native  War,  m.  824,  910 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  IR.  947 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  848,  801,  880 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  783 
Next  Meeting  of  the  .Assembly,  m.  902,  960 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  863,  867 
Petition  of  A.  G.  Pnrchas,  m.  896 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  m,  895 
Postel   Service,  Sel.  Com.  779  ;    g.  941 ;  m. 

1006. 1007,  1008 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2r. 

897 
Railway  Bill,  2r.  957 
Reporting  Debates,  q.  964,  972 
Representation  Bill,  Com'.  970,  1004 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  926,  930,  940,  944 ; 

g.  963  ;  TO.  994,  995,  996 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  2b.  745 
Superintendents  Election  Bill,  1b.  956 ;  2b., 

thrown  out,  986 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  796 ;  Com. 

805 
Vote  of  Thanlcs,  m.  965 
Waitara  Question,  m.  839, 1001  . 

FrrzHEBBEET,  Mr.  W.,  Butt, 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Disqualification     Act   Extension   Bill,   2b., 

thrown  out,  986 
Explanation,  m.  928 
Lieutenant-Governors  Bill,  1b.  947 
Military  Settlers,  m.  955 
Militia,  m.  844 
Native  Affairs,  to.  804,  955 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iB.  946 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  863 
Otago  and  Sonthland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  853 
Postal  Service,  m.  956 
Prize-firing,  to.  955 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  956 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970 
Reporting  of  Debates,  m.  973 
Seat  of  Government,  to.  915, 918, 995 
Saperintendents  Election  Bill,  la.  956 ;  2b., 

Oirown  out,  986 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  797 
Supply — 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 
Tote  of  ThanlQ,  m.  965 
Waitara  Question,  m.  985, 999, 1011 
Wellington   and    Hawke's  Bay  Naval   and 

Military  Settlers  BiU,  2b.  974 


Foreign  Offenden  Apprehension  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  899 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  948 ;  Amend. 

1032 
l.c..,  IB.  954;    2e.   and  Com.  963;  3b.  977; 

Amend.  1030 

Pox,  Mr.  W.,  Rangitikei, 
Address  in  Reply,  to.  765,  766,  775 
Address  to  Her  Majesty,  to.  779 
Adjournment,  m.  1029 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  971 
Chatham  Islands,  g.  024 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822 
•Compensation  to  Settlers,  q.  821 
Deeds  Registration  Ameiiclment  B:ll,  2b.  896 
Disqualificution  Act,  g.  '.I(')3 
Disqualification    Act    Kxtansion    Bill,    2n., 

thrown  out,  980 
Electoral,  g.  844 
Executive  Council,  q.  802 
Explanation,  m.  923 
OoUlfiolds,  g.  775 ;  m.  812  ;  g.  875 
Hawko's  Bay  Waste  I^ands  Act  Amendment 

Bill,  2r.,  thrown  out,  850 
Jury  Law,  g.  802 
Land  Claims,  q.  8i2 
Land  purchase,  g.  909 
Lieutenant-Governor,  to.  812,  813,  814 
Slana  Island,  g.  775 
Maori  Outrages,  to.  921 
Maori  Prisoners,  to.  967 
Militia,  TO.  777 ;  g.  802  ;  to.  844,  980 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  749,  759,  764 
Native  Afiairs,  to.  771;  g.  802;  to.  802,  805, 

810,  894  ;  g.  899 ;  to.  904,  955  ;  g.  1009 
Native  Disturbances,  g.  822 
Native  Genealogy,  to.  1006 
Native  Letters,  to.  824,  947, 1014 
Native  Minister,  to.  805 
Native  War,  to.  910 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  947 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2a.  976 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  848, 861,  888 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  782,  790 ; 

Com.  824 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  to.  900 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  864 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1020 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  852;  to.  868 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  m.  845 
Petition  of  Wakatipu  Miners,  to.  1021 ;  g. 

1029 
Postal  Service,  g.  899 
Prisons,  g.  925 
Prize-firing,  to.  955 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

897 
Railway  Bill,  1b.  946 ;  2b.  956,  957 
Reporting  Debates,  g.  964 
Representation,  g.  776 ;  Sel.  Com.  875 ;  g. 

894 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  1004 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  747,  748;   g. 

910 
Runaway  Convicts,  g.  775 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  915,  918,  988,  944; 

g.  964 ;  to.  935 
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Pox,  Mr.  W. — eontintud. 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

IB.  894 
Stewart's  Island,  q.  821,  833 
Supply— 

Pioton  Railway  Bill,  958 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  969 
Suppression  of  Bobellion  Bill,  2h.  791,  799 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  899,.  964,  979 
Waitara  Question,  m.  838,  978,981,986, 1000, 

1009, 1011, 1022 ;  Obs.  1029 
Wreck  of  "  Orpheus,"  m.  1006 


G. 

OnjnxAN,  Hon.  J.  A.,  AucJcland, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  741 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  1029 
Native  War,  m.  1015 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  949,  953 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  860 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  962 
Waitara  Question,  m.  990, 1018, 1020 

GmuKs,  Mr.  T.  B.,  Bruee, 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  971 
Claim  of  Peter  Williams,  m.  921 
Criminals  BUI,  2r.  980,  981 
Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1)  .Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  943 
Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  896 
Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill,  2b.  742,  743 
Explanation,  in.  922 
Gofdfields,  m.  910 
Government  Buildings,  m.  1003 
Jury  Law,  q.  821 
Land  Claim,  q.  909 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  741 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  813,  818 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  917 
Marine  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 ;  m.  948 
Military  Settlers,  q.  821 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill,  2e.  768 
New  Provinces   Act    Amendment  Bill,  2b. 

975 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  907 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  788 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  868 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  861 
Petition  of  Wakatipu  Miners,  q.  1021 
Postal  Service,  q.  769,  899,  941;  m.  973; 

«.  1007 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

897 
Bailway  Bill,  2b.  956,  968 
Representation   Bill,  Com.  970,  971,  1004, 

1005 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  tn.  747 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  931,  936,  995 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

iB.  894 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  2b.  745 
Superintendents  Election  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  986 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  793 
Waitara  Question,  m.  840,  999 


Ooldfields, 

k.,  q.  (Mr.  Baldwin),  775 ;  m.  (Mr.  Brodie), 
811 ;  m.  (Mr.  Vogel),  846 ;  q.  (Mr.  Baldwin), 
875 ;  m.  (Mr.  Gillies),  910 

Ooldfields  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  955 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  985;  Amend. 

1021 
I.C,  IB.  987 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1005 ;  Sb.  1009 

Oovemment  Buildings, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wood),  1002 

Oovemor't  Speech, 
U.,  733 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  736 

Gbaham,  Mr.  G.,  Neioton, 
Appointments,  m.  770 
Memorial  of  Miss  Briggs,  m.  895 
MUitia,  q.  821 

Native  Affairs,  m.  810 ;  q.  1009 
Native  Letters,  m.  824 
Native  Schools,  m.  845, 1006 
Native  War,  m.  911 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  860,  861 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  747 
Roads,  m.  810 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  915,  918 
Supply — 

Rewards  for  Flax,  968 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  969 
Waitara  Question,  m.  978, 1027 

Gbahav,  Mr.  B.,  Franklin, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  737,  765 
Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Bill,  2b.  920 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  867  . 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  823 ;  q.  832 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  q.  821 
Government  Buildings,  m.  1002 
Memorial  of  Miss  Briggs,  m.  895 
Native  Affairs,  m.  895 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  867 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  «t.  845 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  tit.  895, 

896 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970 

H. 

Habbison,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Wanganui, 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Militia,  m.  972 
Native  War,  m.  911 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  864 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  m.  895 
Prize-firing,  m.  904,  955 

Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  899 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  948 ;  Dis.  974 

Hawke's    Bay   Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 
Bill, 
h.,  IB.  769 ;  2b.,  thrown  out,  849 
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U.,  Sel.  Com.  736 
ft.,  Sel.  Com.  736 


J. 


JOHHSTON,  Hon.  3.,  WMingUm, 
Waitara  Qaestion,  m.  990 

Jousz,  Mr.  F.,  Timaru, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  740,  766 
Leave  of  Absence,  Obs.  771 
Lientenant-Oovemor,  m.  818 
Ijoan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  916 
Native  Affairs,  m.  805,  810,  894,  895 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2r.  879 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901,  960 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  866 
Superintendents  Election  Bill,  1b.  956 
Waitara  Question,  m.  842 

Judicial, 
I.C.,  {.  (Eon.  Dr.  Menzies),  940 

Jury  Laic, 
ft.,  9.  (Mr.  Stafford),  802, 821 

Jury  Law  Amendment  Bitl, 
ft.,  iB.  955 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  980 
U.,  IB.  977  ;  2b.  and  Com.  994 ;  3b.  999 


Kehhy,  Hon.  Colonel  W.  H.,  Auckland, 
Leave  of  Absence,  Obs.  771 

Kohekohe  Schoolhouse, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  820 


L. 

Laitd  Claims, 

ft.,  }.  (Mr.  John  Williamson),  822 ;  m.  (Mr. 
John  Williamson),  845;  q.  (Mr.  ManteU), 
909 ;  m.  (Mr.  ManteU),  910 

Land  Claim*  Settlement  BiU, 
ft.,  iB.  860;    2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  897;   Com. 

1008 ;  Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  1012 
U.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1029 

Land  Clauses  Consolidation  Bill, 
U.,  Int.  809;   1b.  820;  2b.  and  Com.  843; 

Com.  874 ;  3b.  898 
ft.,  IB.  910;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  924 

Land-purchase, 

h.,m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  742;  q.  (Mr.  Mantell), 
909 ;  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  1028 

Land  Registry  Act, 
Ix.,  g.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  961 

LeaiM  of  Absence, 
ft.,m.(Mr.  DiUon  Bell),  786;  m.  (Mr.  Wells 

and  others),  741 ;  749,  771,  956,  973 
U.,  749;  Obs.  (Hon.  Colonel  Kenny),  771; 

820,842 


Lee,  Hon.  O.  L.,  Amuri, 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  949 

Library  and  Printing, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  736 
l.e.,  Sel.  Com.  749 

Lieutenant-  Qovemor, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  812,  864 

Lieutenant-Oovemors  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  947 ;  withdrawn,  1012 

Lighthouses, 
2.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  919 

Loan  Appropriation  Bill, 
ft.,  1b.  875 ;  2b.  and  Com.  915 ;  Bep.  Com. 

and  3b.  924 
I.C.,  IB.  940 ;  2b.  and  Com.  946 ;  Com.  954 ; 
3b.  962 

M. 

Mana  Island, 
ft.,  3.  (Mr.  Mantell),  775 

Hanukau, 
ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  746 

Makteu.,  Mr.  W.  B.  D.,  Wallace, 
Land  Claims,  q.QOO;  m.  910 
Land-porchase,  q.  909 
Mana  Island,  g.  775 
Kative  Affairs,  m.  771 
Native  Disturbances,  q.  822 
Native  War,  m.  911 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  880 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  q.  909 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  915,  918 
Stewart's  Island,  a.  821 
Suppression  of  Itehellion  Bill,  2b.  795 

Maori  Documents, 
ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Colenso),  844 

Maori  Outrages, 
ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Butler),  896;  m.  (Mr.  FitzQerald), 
921 

Maori  Petition, 
ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  832 

Maori  Prisoners, 
ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  966 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  SeweU),  1028 

Marine  Board  BiU, 
ft.,  iB.  737;  2b.   and   Sel.  Com.  767;  Com. 

898,  924,  945;   Bep.  Com.  and  8b.  948; 

Amend.  1029 
lx.\  iB.  954;   2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  963;  Com. 

999;  3b.  1005;  Amend.  1014 

Marlborough   Land    Regulations    Amendment 

BiU, 
ft.,  IB.  972 ;  2b.  1006 ;  Com.  1012 ;  Bep.  Com. 

and  3b.  1014 ;  Amend.  1032 
U.,  iB.  1012 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1014 ;  Com.  and 

3b.  1028 
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Marlborough  Loan  Bill, 
{.c,  2-  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  772 

Memorial  of  Miss  Briggs, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  895 

Menzies,  Hon.  J.,  Southland, 
Bluff  Harbour  and  Invercargill  Bailway  BUI, 

Be^.  Sel.  Com.  998 
Judicial,  q.  940 
Land  Begistry  Act,  q.  961 
Lighthouses,  q.  919 
Maori  Prisoners,  to.  1028, 1029 
Native  War,  to.  1015 
Seat  of  Govenuneut,  m.  953 
Telegraphs,  q.  919 
Waitara  Question,  m.  987, 994, 1015, 1020 

Messages  from  His  Excellency, 
h.  972, 1008 
I.C.  977,  999, 1080 

Military  Settlers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wayne),  821 ;  q.  (Mr.  Colenso),  821 ; 

m.  (Mr.  Pitzherbert),  955 
1.0.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  908 

Militia, 

h.,  m.  (Major  Bicbardson),  776 ;  q.  (Major 
Bichardson),  802;  q.  (Mr.  O.  Oraham), 
821;  TO.  (Major  Bichardson),  823;  to. 
(Mr.  Atkinson).  844;  q.  (Mr.  Carter),  920; 
.m.  (Mr.  Harrison),  972;  m.  (Mr.  John 
Williamson),  979 

Miners  Representaticn  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  920 ;  2b.  924  ;  Com.  and  3b.  944 
{.c,  iB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Com.  954 ;  3b.  962 

Ministerial  Statement, 
Ic,  Obs.   <Hon.    Mr.   Whitaker),  740;   Obs. 

(Hon.  Major  Richmond),  746 ;  Obs.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Whitaker),  762,  764 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Fox),  749,  769 

MoNBo,  Dr.  D.,  Picton  (Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives), 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  Com.  974 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Com. 
1001 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  905 

Seat  of  Government,  to.  Com.  944 

Supply- 
Legislative,  9C8,  969 
Picton  Bailway  Bill,  958 

Murders  by  Natives, 
J.C.,  TO.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  820 

N. 

Native  Affairs, 
h.,  TO.  (Dr.  Featherston),  770;  q.  (Mr.  Brodie), 
802 ;  TO.  (Mr.  Fox),  802 ;  to.  (Mr.  JoUie), 
810 ;  TO.  (Mr.  Colenso),  823  ;  w.  (Mr.  JoUie), 
894 ;  q.  (Major  Richardson),  899 ;  to.  (Mr. 
Butler),  904;  to.  (Mr.  Atkinson),  920;  m. 
(Mr.  Fitzherbert  and  Mr.  Wayne),  955  ;  to. 
(Mr.  Atkmsou),  994  ;  q.  (Mr.  O.  Graham), 
1009 


Native  Affairs — continued, 
i.e.,  TO.    (Hon.  Mr.    Sewell),    800;  to.  (Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker),  807;  to.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell), 
820,954 

Native  Disturbances, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mantell),  822 

Native  Genealogy, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  O'NeUl),  810;  to.  (Mr.  Fox),  1006 

Native  Letters, 
I.C.,  TO.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  820 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  FitzGerald),  824 ;  to.  (Mr.  Colenso), 
876 ;  TO.  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Turton),  947 ; 
TO.  (Mr.  Fox),  1014 

Native  Minister, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  Vogel),  780, 805 

Native  Schools, 
h.,  TO.  (Mr.  O.  Graham),  845, 1006 

Native  War, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  3.  C.  Bichmond),  742  ;  m.  (Mr. 

FitzGerald),  824 ;  m.  (Major  Bichardson), 

860;  TO.  (Mr.  Ormond),  910 
l.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sewell),  800;  to.  (Hon.  Mr. 

Sewell),   954;   m.  (Hon.  Mr.    Whitaker), 

1014 

Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 

Bill, 
h.,  IB.  894  ;  2b.  915 ;  Com.  and  3b.  924 
I.C.,  IB.  940 ;  2b.  and  Com.  946 ;  3b.  954 

Naturalization  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  736 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  1006 
I.C.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.,  1012 ;  3b.  1014 

Naval  aTid  Military  Settlers  (Marlborough)  Act 
Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  910  ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  Sb.  934 
I.C.,  IB.  940 

Nelson  College  Trust  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  824  ;  Dis.  915 

Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  Bill, 
I.C.,  Int.  898 ;   1b.  909 ;    2b.  and  Com.  919 ; 

Becom.  and  3b.  919 
h.,  IB.  944  ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  943 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Com.  974 

Nelson  Trust  Funds  Amendment  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  759 ;  2b.  and  Com.  771 ;  Bep.  Com.  and 

3b.  791 
I.C.,  IB.  820 ;  2b.  and  Com.  843 ;  Sb.  855 

Nelson  Waste  Lands  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  742 ;  2r.  and  Sel.  Com.  767  ;  Com.  904, 

949,  960;   Becom.  1012;    Bep.  Com.  and 

3b.  1014 ;  Amend.  1032 
I.C.,  IB.  1012 ;  2r.  and  Sel.  Com.  1014 ;  Com. 

and  3b.  1028 
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Jfew  Members, 

U.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  735,  754 
*.  736,  746, 899 

Aiiw  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
K,  IB.  947 ;  2b.  975  ;  m.  987 ;  Com.  997, 1001 ; 
withdiawn,  1012 

Nea  Provinces  Act  Repeal  Bill, 
K,  iB.  910 

Sew  Zealand  lioan  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  833 ;  2b.  846,  861 ;  2b.  and  Com.  877, 

880;   Com.  898,  90S;  Bep.  Com.  and  SB. 

918 ;  Amend.  968 
Z.C.,  IB.   919;    m.  919;  2b.  and  Com.  940; 

Becom.  and  3b.  946 

Vea  Zealand  Settlements  BUI, 
h.,  IB.  769 ;    2b.  and  Com.  782 ;  Com.  824 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  842 ;  Amend.  915 
{.c,  iB.  643  ;  2b.  and  Com.  869 ;   Becom.  and 

3b.  874 

Next  Meeting  of  Assembly, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Vogel),  900 ;  (Mr.  Wilson),  960 

No  Bouse, 
U.  746,  749 
k.  1012 

Nominaled  Superintendents  Sill, 
h.,  iB.  824 ;  2b.,  thrown  ont,  863 


<y  Selection  on  Private  BUls, 
*.,  Sel.  Com.  736 
le.,  Sel.  Com.  749 

OTIhUh  Mr.  J.,  Northern  Division, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  765 
Auckland  and  Vraiy  Bailway  Bill,  2b.  920 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.  867 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  971 
Explanation,  Obs.  905, 923 
OoTemment  Buildings,  m.  1002 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  737 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  817 
Marine  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 
Native  Genealogy,  m.  810 
Native  Minister,  m.  805 
Native  War,  f».  912 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  862 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901, 960 
Nominated  Superintendents' Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  866 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation   Bill, 

2b.  852 
Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Kztension  Bill, 

2b.  745 
Postal  Service,  m.  1008 
Bepresentation  Bill,  iB.  904 
Scat  of  Government,  m.  935, 944, 995 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills,  m.  809 
Supply — 

retition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 ' 


0*NEliil,,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Waitara  Question,  m.  1010 
Wellington  and  Uawke's  Bay   Naval   and 
MiUUry  Settlers  Bill,  2b.  974 

Opening  of  Parliament, 
Ic.  733 
h.  736 

Order  of  Business, 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Swainson),  753 
h.,  m.  1003 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Stafford),  1020 

Osmond,  Mr.  3.  D.,  Clive, 

Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2b.  948, 
949 

Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  2b.,  thrown  out,  849, 850 

Native  Affairs,  m.  895 

Native  War,  m.  910,  912 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iB.  946 

Steweurt's  Island,  ;.  833 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Settlers  Bill,  2b.  974 

O'EoKKB,  Mr.  G.  M.,  Town  of  Onehunga, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  766 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  971 
Native  Affairs,  m.  895 
Petition  of  A.  G.  Purohas,  m.  896 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills,  m.  809, 810 ; 
Rep.  Sel.  Com.  844 

Otago  and  Southland  Representation  BUI, 
h.,  m.  and  1b.  810 ;  2b.  850 ;  m.  868 

Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1), 
h.,  IB.  824 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  867 ;  Com.  924 ; 

Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  945 ;  Conf .  and  Amend. 

1020 
Ix.,  iB.  946 ;    2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  963 ;  Com. 

977;  3b.  1009 ;  Conf.  and  Amend.  1014 

Otago  Waste  Lands  BUI  (No.  2), 
h.,  Com.  and  Int.  898 ;  1b.  920 ;  2b.  and  Com. 
945 ;  Bep.  Com.  and  3b.  948 ;  Amend.  1021 
I.C.,  iB.  954 ;   2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  963 ;  Com. 
977 ;  3e.  1009 


Patebbon,  Mr.  J.,  Dunedin  and  Suburbs  South, 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Customs,  m.  8'76 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  818 
Militia,  m.  778 

Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  901, 960 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  866 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation  Bill, 

2b.  853 
Petition  of  P.  L.  Francis.and  Others,  m.  972 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  939 

Petition  of  A.  O.  Purchas, 
h.,m.  (Mr.  O'Borke),  896 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Curtis),  845 
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Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  B.  Graham),  895 

Petition  of  Major  Hay, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  G.  Graham),  860 

Petition  of  P.  L.  Francis  and  Others, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell),  971 

Petition  of  Wakatipu  Miners, 
h.,  q.  (Mi.  Dillon  Bell),  1021 ;  m.  (Mr.  Pox), 
1021 ;  g.  (Mr.  DUlon  Bell),  1029 

PoLLKN,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 
Address  in  Koply,  Obs.  735,  740 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  Com.  998 
■  Native  War,  m.  1015 
New  Zealand  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  871,  874 
Waitara  Question,  m.  989,  991, 1018 

Postal  Service, 
/».,3.  (Mr.  Brodic),  768;  Sol.  Com.  779.842; 
g.  (Mr.  Stafford),  899  ;  q.  (Mr.  Wells),  941 ; 
m.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  956;   m.  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford), 973 ;  m.  (Mr.  PitzGerald),  lOjOC 

Prisons, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Bichardson),  924 

Private  Bills, 
h..  Joint  Committee,  743 
I.C.,  Joint  Committee,  749 

Private  Grievances, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  7S6 

Prize-firing, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Harrison),  904,  955 

Proro<jation, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Swainson),  961, 1080 
fc.  1082 

Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  BUI, 
2.C.,  Int.  809 ;  1b.  820 ;  2b.  and  Com.  848 ;  3b. 

869 
h.,  IB.  875 ;  2b.  897 ;  Com.  and  Sb.  924 

Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Extension  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  737;  2b.  745;  Com.  768;  Bep.  Com. 

and  3b.  771 ;  Amend.  924 
I.C.,  iB.  773 ;  2b.  and  Com.  843 ;  Beoom.  and 
8b.  898 

B. 

Railway  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Sel.  Com.  956 ;  Com.  997 ; 
Dis.  1008 

Begulation  of  Elections  Act  Amendtnent  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  899 ;  2b.  and  Com.  945  ;  Com.  and  8b. 

948 
I.C.,  IB.  954 ;  2b.  and  Com.  963 ;  3b.  977 

Religious,  Charitable,  and  Educational  Trusts 

Act  Amendment  Bill, 
he.  Int.  773 ;   1b.  801 ;  2b.  and  Com.  809 ; 

3b.  820 ;  Amend.  919 
h.,  iB.  824 ;  2b.  849 ;  Com.  868 ;  Bep.  Com. 

and  Sb.  880 


Behali,,  Mr.  A.,  Hutt,  -t^ 

Adjournment,  m.  987 
Customs,  m.  875 

Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  8 
Explanation,  m.  922  _  . 

Government  Buildings,  m.  1002  ,  , 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.  736,  741,  742 
Militia,  m.  779,  828,  824,  980 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.,  Oaort    .  . 

out,  866 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  BiU,  2  - 

897 
Supply — 

Legislative,  969 
Waitara  Question,  m.  985 

Reporting  Debates,  ' 

h.,  q.   (Mr.  PitzGerald),  964 ;   m.  (Mr.  Pit 
Gerald),  972  -"■■■■ 

Pepresentation,  """> 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  776 ;  Sol.  Com.  876 
q.  (Major  Richardson),  894  "  -  i 

Representation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  903 ;  2b.  948 ;  Com.  960, 970, 1008       •* J 

Reserved  Bills, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  867 

Resignations, 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  735,  868 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  736 

Resignation  of  Ministers, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Domett),  747 ;  3.  (Mr.  Stafford), 

909 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  749 

Betkolds,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Dutiedin  and  Suburb 

South, 
Criminals  BiU,  2b.  981 
Government  Buildings,  m.  1002,  1008 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  817 
Marine  Board  BiU,  2b.  767 
Militia,  m.  979 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  947  ' 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  976 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  900,  960 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation  BiU, 

2a.  852 
Petition  of  P.  L.  Francis  and  Others,  m.972 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  939 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  BiU, 

IB.  894 
Bepresontation  BUI,  Com.  1003 

BaoDES,  Mr.  W.  B.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  738 
Customs,  m.  876 
MiUtia,  m.  980 

BicBABDSoN,  Major  J.  L.  0.,   Dunedin  and 
Suburbs  North, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  765 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  963, 971 
Claim  of  Peter  WiUiams,  m.  921 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822,  823 
Criminals  BUI,  2b.  981 
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RicHABDSON,  Major  J.  L.  C. — eontmiud. 
ExplaDation,  m.  922, 923 
Goldfields,  m.  812 
OoTemment  Buildings,  m.  1003 
Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2B.948 
Lieutenaut-Oovemor,  m.  813,  815,  820, 855 
Loan  Ap^priation  Bill,  2b.  916 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  967 
MUitia,  m.  776,  779 ;  o.  802 ;  m.  823, 824, 844, 

980 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  749 
NatiTe  Affairs,  m.  604,  895 ;  $.899 
Native  Letters,  m.  877 
Native  War,  m.  860 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  946 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Sbt.  976 ; 

Com.  1002 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  848, 863 ;  Com. 

898 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation  Bill, 

m.  610 ;  as.  854 ;  m.  868 
Otago  Waste  Lands  BiU  (No.  1),  SB.  868 
Postal  Service,  m.  1006 
Prisons,  q.  924,  925 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

897 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  958 
Bepresentation,  <7.  894 

Representation  Bill,  1b.  903 ;  Com.  1003, 1004 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  748 
Runaway  Convicts,  q.  778 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  918,  935 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

IB.  894 
Superintendents  Election  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

oat,  986 
Supply — 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  969 
Volunteers,  q.  977 
Waitara  Question,  m.  838,  985 
Wellington  and  Hawke's   Bay   Kavai   and 

Military  Settlers  BUI.  2b.  974 

RicHMoin),  Mr.  3.  0.,  Omata, 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  741 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  916 ;  Com.  917 
Militia,  m.  844 
Native  Affairs,  m.  804 
Native  War,  m.  742 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill,  2b.  767,  768;  Com. 

904 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  862 
Next  Meeting  of  the  Assembly,  m.  902 
Otago  and   Southland  Bepresentation  Bill, 

2b.  852 
Representation  Bill,  iB.  903 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  748 
Suppression  of  Bebellion  Bill,  2b.  792 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  m.  903 
Waitaia  Question,  m.  838 

RicEMOitD,  Hon.  Major  M.,  C.B.,  Nelson, 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  746 
NeUon  Trust  Funds  Amendment,  2b.  843 
Standing  Orders,  Bep.  Sol.  Com.  898 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills,  m.  801 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  962 
Waitara  Question,  m.  989,  990 
6 


Boadt, 
h.,  M.  (Mr.  Atkinson),  810 

Runaway  Conviels, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Richardson),  778 

Bdssbix,  Hon.  H.,  Eawkt's  Boy, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  754 

BiissELL,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auckland  Eatt, 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  963,  971 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822 ;  q.  832 
Commissariat,  m.  824 
EnquiW  into  Wrecks  Bill,  Sb.  748 
Maori  Outrages,  m.  921 
Military  Settlers,  q.  821 
Militia,  m.  779;  q.  821 ;  m.  838. 844 ;  {.990 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obi.  762 
Prize-firing,  m.  904,  965 
Representation  BiU,  Com.  X004 
Supply- 
Families  of  MilitiaTTHiTl,  959 

Militia,  997 
Volunteers,  q.  ffTl 

8. 

SAI.M0H,  Hon.  Captain  J.,  Auckland, 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  3b.  871 

Saondebs,  Mr.  A.,  Waitnea, 
Deeds  Registration  Amendment  BiU,  2b.  896 
Lieutenant-Oovemor,  m.  816 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  879 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  Sb.,  thrown 

out,  864 
Otago  and  Southland  BepresenfaitioB  Bill, 

m.  810 

Seat  of  Oovemment, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Domett),  912,  918 ;  m.  (Mr.  Fiti- 

Gerald),  926, 944 ;  o.  (Mr.  FitxQemUl},  963 ; 

m.  (Mr.  FitzQerald),  994 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Lee),  949 

Secondary  Punithment  Act  Amendment  BQl, 
h.,  IB.  894 ;  2b.  915 ;  Com.  924 ;  B*f.  Com. 

and  3b.  945 
l.e.,  IB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Com.  964;  8b.  968 

Sbwzll,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Banking,  m.  1012 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BUI,  0cm.  89S,  899 

Civil  List  Bill,  2b.  1013 

Colonial  Defences, ;.  908 

Criminals  BiU,  2b.  1005 

Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill,BMOm. 

843 
Financial,  m.  1020, 1030 
Kohekohe  Scboolhonse,  m.  820 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  1028, 1029 
Military  Letters,  q.  908 
Murders  by  Natives,  m.  820 
Native  Affairs,  m.  800,  806,  820,  954 
Native  Letters,  m.  820 
Native  War,  9.  800 ;  m.  954, 1014, 1015 
New  Zealand  Loan  BiU,  2b.  940 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  BiU,  2b.  803 
Suppression  of  RebeUion  BiU,  3*.  869 
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SbwiUi,  Hon.  H.— CMtttniMd. 
Waitaja  Inquiry  CommiRsion  Bill,  2b.  1013 
Waitara  Question,  m.  987,  993,  1018,  1019, 
1020 

Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Sill, 
h.,  iB.  875 ;  2b.  and  Com.  896 ;  Com.  and  8b. 

94S 
J.C.,  IB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Com.  95i ;  3b.  962 

Southland  Watte  Lands  Bill, 
h.,  1b.  955 ;  2b.  and  Com.  997 ;  'Com.  and  3b. 

1008;  Amend.  1029 
U.,  IB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1013 ;  3b.  1011 

Sfbakbb,  Hon.  the,  Z.c.  (Hon.  T.  H.  Hartley), 
Addrees  in  Beply,  Obs.  771 
Message  from  His  Excellency,  Obs.  977, 1080 
New  Members,  Obs.  785,  754 
Besignation,  Obs.  735,  869 
Waitara  Question,  m.  1020 

Sfbakbb,  Mr.,  h.  (Dr.  D.  Monro),  Pieton, 

Addreu,  U.  1030 

Address  in  Beply,  m.  737,  788.  766, 766 ;  Obs. 
776 

Auckland  and  Drury  Bailway  Bill,  2b.  920 

Auckland  Provincial  Council,  Obs.  948 

Audit  Committee,  Obs.  749 

Bank  of  Otago  (limited)  Bill,  8b.  963 
.   Business  of  Session,  Obs.  1032 

Customs,  in.  876 

Explanation,  Obs.  921,  922,  923 

Qovemor's  Speech,  Obs.  786 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.  786,  737 

Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  915 

Maori  Petition,  Obs.  832 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  968 

Marine  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 

Message  from  His  Excellency,  Obs.  972, 1008 

Militia,  m.  845 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  749 

Native  Affairs,  in.  896 

Native  Letters,  m.  877 

Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1020 

Beserred  Bills,  Obs.  867 

Besignations,  Obs.  736 

Besignation  of  Ministers,  Obs.  747 

Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  913,  915,  918,  981, 
986 

Supply,  m.  769 

SrArFOBO,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Cify  of  Nelson, 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  963 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  822,  823 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  948 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Customs,  m.  876 
Electoral,  m.  941 
Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill,  2b.  748 
Executive  Council,  a.  802 
Explanation,  Obs.  9^,  922,  923 
Financial,  tn.  769 
Oovemment  Buildings,  m,  1003 
Jury  Law,  q.  602,  821 
Land-purchase,  m.  742, 1028 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  786, 742 
Lieutenant-Oovemors  Bill,  1b.  947 
Loan  Appropriation  BiU,  Com,  917 


Staitobs,  Mr.  E.  W continued. 

Maori  Petition,  m.  883 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  967 

Militia,  m.  778 

Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  749 

Native  Affairs,  tn.  804 

Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iB.  946, 

947 ;  2b.  974 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  975 
New  Zealand  Loan  BiU,  2b.  861 ;  Com.  906 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  nt.  901 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  866 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1020 
Otago  and  Southland  Bepresentation  Bill,  m. 

810;  2b.  864 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  m.  846 
Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  843;  S..899;  m.  978, 

1007 
Prize-firing,  m.  956 
Provincial  Cobnoils'  Powers  Extension  BiU, 

2b.  745 
Beporting  of  Debates,  m.  973 
Bepresentation  Bill,  1b.  903 
Besignation  of  Minister,  q.  909 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  913,  916,  918,  981, 

944,  994,  995,  996 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  AmftudmftPt  Bill, 

IB.  894 
Stewart's  Island  Annexatioa  BiU,  2b.  744 
Superintendents  Election  BiU,  iB.  966 
Supply— 

m.  769 

Legislative,  969 

Militia,  997 

Postal,  997 
Suppression  of  Bebellion  BiU,  2b.  794 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  899,  979 
Waitara  Question,  m.  883, 842,  979, 966, 1081, 

1027, 1038 
WeUington  and  Hawke's   Bay  Naral   and 

MUitary  Settlers  BiU,  Sb.  974 

Standing  Orders, 
Ix.,  Sel.  Com.   786;  Bep.   Sel.  Com.  (Hon. 

Major  Bichmond),  898 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  810;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  976 

Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills, 
h..  Joint  Com.  742 ;  m.  (Mr.  O'Botke),  809 ; 

Bep.  Sel.  Com.  844 
I.C.,  Joint  Com.  749;  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  (Hon. 

Major  Bichmond),  801 

Stewart's  Island, 
h.,  q.  (Mr  Mantell),  821 ;  q.  (Mr  Oimond),  833 

Stewart's  Island  Annexation  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  737  ;  2b.  744 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  768 
I.e.,  IB.  773 :  2b.  and  Com.  801 ;  Sb.  809 

Stoebs,  Hon.  B.,  Wellington, 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BiU,  Com.  998,  999 
New  Zealand  Settlements  B0I,'.2b.  878 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  m.  950 
Suppression  of  BebeUion  BiU,  2b.  860 
Waitara  Question,  m.  990 
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Sitperitit*ndent$  EUction  Bill, 
k.,  iB.  956  ;  Sb.,  thrown  out,  986 

8fg)iritU»nd«nts  incorporation  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  737 ;  2b.,  Com.,  and  3b.  714 ;  Amend. 

897 
L«.,  iB.  759 ;  2b.  and  Oom.  773 ;  Com.  802 ; 

Beoom.  and  Sb.  865 

«.,  m.  789, 791 
Bep.  805 

PietonBailway  Bill,  958 
Rewards  for  Flax,  958 
Families  of  Militiamen,  958 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  969 
Bep.968 
Executive,  968 
LegislatiTe,  968 
m.997 
Bep.  999, 1008, 1006 

m.iooe 

Bep.  1009 

AQprtmoft  of  BebtUum  BiU, 
ft.,  iB.  769 ;  2b.  791  ;  Oom.  805 ;  Bep.  Oom. 

and  Sb.  812 ;  Amend.  916 
Lc,  IB.  820;  2b.  and  Com.  856;  Sb.  809 

Stu;p«nMon  of  Standing  Orders, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  J.  G.  Biohmond),  908 
U,  m.  976,  lOlfi 

SwussoH,  Hon.  W.,  Avekland, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  754 
Address  to  Hex  Majesty,  m.  807 
Civil  List  Bill.  2b.  1013 
Criminals  BiU,  Sb.,  thrown  ont,  1009 
Deeds  Begistration  Amendment  Bill,  Beoom. 

843 
Execation   of   Oriminala   Act    Amendment 

Bill,  2b.  820,  821 
Kohekohe  Schoolhonse,  m.  820 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  740 
Native  Affaire,  tn.  801 
Native  War,  to.  1016 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  940 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  869 
Older  of  Bosiness,  Obs.  753 
Prorogation,  q.  961 
Beligions,  Charitable,  and  Educational  Trusts 

Act  Amendment  Bill,  Int.  773 
Seat  of  Gavemment,  m.  962 
Sappression  of  BebeUion  BiU,  2b.  858 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  874,  962 
Waitaia  Inquiry  Commission  BiU,  as.  1018 
Waitata  Question,  m.  1016 


Tatlob,  Ur.  C.  7.,  Baglan, 
MiUtia,  m.980 
Supply — 
Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 

TiTLOB,  Mr.  W.  W.,  CUy  of  WtlUngton, 
Land  Claims,  m.  846 

Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b,,  thrown 
out,  867 


Telegraphs, 
l.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Dr.  Mensies),  dl9 

THOMSON,'>Mr.  W.,  Avon, 
Bank  of  OtaRo  (Limited)  Bill,  3b.  971 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970, 1003 
Seat  of  Oovemment,  i».  939,  995 

Tikokino  Reserve  Bill, 
k.,  IB.  860 ;  2b.  874 ;  Com.  898 ;  Bep.  Com. 

and  Sb.  945  ;JAmend.  1003 
I.C.,  IB.  946;  2b.  and  Bel.  Com.  963;   Com. 
977  ;^3b.  987^ 

TtJBTOH,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Toum  of  New  Plymouth, 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  943 
Ooldflelds.  m.  846 

Ooldflelds  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Com.  986 
Native  Letters,  m.  947 
Native  Minister,  m.  782j 
Vote  of  Thanks,  m.  966 


VaeeineUion  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  946 ;  2b.  960 ;  Com.  and  8b.  966 ;  Conf. 

and  Amend.  1020 
{.c,  IB.  987;  2b.  and  Com.  1005;  Sb.  1009; 

Conf.  and  Amend.  1014 

VoaKL,  Mr.  3.,  Dunedin  and  Suburbs  North, 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BiU,  Sb.  971 
Criminals  BUI,  2b.  981 
Customs,  m.  875,  876 
Explanation,  m.  922 
Financial,  m.  900 
Ooldflelds,  m.  846 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  816 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  016 ;  Com.  917 
MiUtia,  m.  778 
Native  Affairs,  m.  804 
Native  Minister,  m.  780,  806 
New  Zealandllioan  Bill,  2b.  862,  877 ;  Com. 

006 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  900,  908, 960 
Nominated  Superintendents  BiU,  2b.,  tlitown 

out,  864 
Otago  and  .Southland  Bepresentation  BiU, 

2b.  852 
Postal  Service,  tn.  1007 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  748 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  918,  937, 989 
Sappression  of, BebeUion  Bill,  2b.  794 

Volunteers, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Bichardson),  977 

Vote  of  Thanks, 

I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  874,  961,  962 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  899,  964;  m.  (Mr.  Stafford), 
979 

W. 

Waitara]Inouiry  Commission  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  876;  2b.  and  Com.  1008;  Bep.  Oom. 

and  8b.  1012 
I.e.,',lB.  1009 ;  2b.  and  Oom.  1018 ;  Com.  and 

thrown  out,  1020 
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Waitara  Question, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Stafford),  833 ;  m.  (Mr.  Weld),  930, 

925;    m.   (Mr.    Fox),  978,  981;    m.   (Mr. 

Weld),  994  ;  m.  (Mr.  Fox),  999, 1009 ;  Obs. 

(Mr.   Domett),   1018;  m.    (Mr.   Stafford), 

1021 ;  Obg.  (Mr.  Fox),  1029 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Menzies),  987,  1015 ;  Obs. 

(Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker),  1028 

Walkeb,  Mr.  L.,  Akaroa, 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1r.  947 

Wardens'  Courts  Appeal  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  946 ;  withdrawn,  1014 

Watkb,  Mr.  P.,  Sampden, 
Military  Settlers,  q.  821 
Native  Affairs,  m.  955 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill, 

2b.  853 
Otngo  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  868 
Wellin^on  and  Hawke's   Bay   Naval  and 

Military  Settlers  BUI,  2b.  974 

Ways  and  Weans, 
k.,  Finjkncial  Statement,  824 ;  Rep.  643 

Weld,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Cheviot, 

Chatham  Islands,  q.  924 

Maori  Prisoners,  m.  967 

Native  Affairs,  m.  955 

NeUon  i^oab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iR.  946 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  976 

Railway  B  11,  2b.  957 

Seat  of  Government,  m.  918,  995 

Supply— 
Legislatire,  968 

Waitara  Question,  m.  920, 925,  978,  988,  985, 
994.1001 

Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Settlers  Bill,  2b.  974 

JfeUinglon  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Settlers  Bill, 

h.,  la.  'J55;  2r.  974;  Com.  986;  Rep.  Com. 
and  3b.  907 

l.e.,  IB.  999 ;  2b.  and  Com.  1006 ;  8b.  1009 

Welliiifiton  Patent  Slip  Bill, 
l.e..  Int.  919;    iB.  919 ;    2b.  and  Com.  941; 

Ui'com.  and  3b.  946 
h..  In.  946;  2b.  960;  Com.  and  8b.  997 

Wells,  Mr.  W.,  Suburbs  ofNsUm, 
Explanation,  m.  923 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.  741 
Native  War, »».  912 

New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  976 
Postal  Service,  q.  941 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  914 

Whitakeb,  Hon.  P.,  Auckland, 

Address  to  Her  Majesty,  m.  807 

Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  Com.  998,  999 

Bluff  Harbour  and  Invercargill  Railway  Bill, 
Rep.  Sel.  Com.  998 

CivU  List  Bill,  2b.  1013 
'    Ookmial  Defences,  j.  90S 


Whitakbb,  Hon.  P. — conMwiMd. 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  1006,  1006;  8b.,  throvn 

out,  1009 
Crown  Grant*  Act  (No.  1)  Anendmeiit  Bill, 

2b.,  thrown  out,  954 
Execution  of  Criminals  Act  Ameodmeat  Bill, 

2b.  821 
Financial,  q.  772 
Judicial,  q.  940 

Kohekohe  Sohoolhousa,  m.  820 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Bill,  3b.  843 
Land  Registry  Act,  q.  %1 
Lighthouses,  g.  919 
Maori  Prisoners,  m.  1028 
Marlborough  Loan  Bill,  q.  772 
Military  Settlers,  q.  909 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  740, 793,  754 
Native  Affairs,  m.  801,  807,  809 
Native  Letters,  tn.  820 
Native  War,  q.  800;  m.  1014,  1015 
Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  Bill,  Int.  »93 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  m.  919 ;  2b.  940, 941 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  869,  8T3 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  753 
Prorogation,  q.  961 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

843 
Provincial  Councils'  Powers  EzteosioB  Bill. 

2R.  843 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  749 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  952,  953 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  2b.  801, 803 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  855,  860 
Telegraphs,  q.  919 
Vote-  of  Thanks,  m.  874,  901,  962 
Waitara  Inquiry  Commission  Bill,  2b.  1013 
Waitara  Question,  m.  992,  1020  ;  Obs.  1028 

Wilkin,  Mr.  R.,  Kaiapoi, 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  980 
Government  Buildings,  nt.  1002 
Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2b.  949 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  Ib.  916 
Next  Meeting  of  Asjembly,  m.  960 

WnxiAMSos,  Mr.  John,  City  of  Auckland  West, 
Auckland  Provincial  Council,  m.  948 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendxaent  Bill, 

2b.  867 
Commissariat,  m.  824 
Electoral,  m.  942 
Explanation,  m.  928 

Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2k.  949 
Land  Claims,  g.  822,  m.  645 
Militia,  m.  778,  623,  824,  844,  979,  980 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  la.  947 
Next  Meeting  of  Assembly,  m.  960 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation  Bill,  m. 

811 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  1903,  1005 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  915,  918,  939,  944, 

995,  996 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills,  m.  810 
Supply- 
Legislative,  968 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  799 
Waitara  Question,  m.  1025 
Wellington  and   Hawke's   Bay  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  BiU,  2b.  974 
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WiLflON,  Mr.  J.  C,  C.B.,  City  of  Otrittchurch, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  740 
Colonial  Defences,  m.  823 
Criminals  Bill,  2b.  981 
Disqualification    Act    Extension    Bill,    2b., 

thrown  out,  986 
Electoral,  q.  844 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.  737,  741,  742 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  Com.  917 
Manukau,  q.  746 
MUitia,  tn.  778,  823 
Ministerial  Statement,  Obs.  751 
Kelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  iB.  947J 
Mew   Provinces    Act  Amendment  Bill,  2b. 

976 
New  Zealand  Lotoi  Bill,  2b.  848 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  2b.,  thrown 

out,  866 
Otogo  and  Southland  Representation  Bill,  m. 

810 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  868 
Petition  of  John  Walker  and  Others,  m.  895 
Petition  of  Major  Hay,  m.  8C1 
Postal  Service,  m.  973 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  2b. 

897 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  m.  747 
Seat  of  Government,  m.  939 
Superintendents  Election  Bill,  iB.  956 ;  2b., 

thrown  out,  986 
Supply — 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  795 

Wood,  Mr.  K.  G.,  Pamell, 
Adjournment,  m.  987 

Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Bill,  2b.  920 
Auckland  Provincial  Council,  tn.  948 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  3r.  963,  971 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.  737 
Compensation  to  Settlers,  m.  Com.  943 ;  m. 

974 
Customs,  g.  832 ;  m.  876 
Disqualification    Act    Extension    Bill,    2b., 

thrown  out,  986 


Wood,  Mr.  R.  G. — continued. 
Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill,  2b.  742,  743,  744 
Financial,  m.  769, 900 
Financial  Statement,  m.  824 
Goldfields,  m.  846 
Government  Buildings,  m.  1002 
Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill,  2b.  949 
Lieutenant-Governor,  m.  818 
Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  915,  916 ;  Com. 

917 
Manukau,  q.  746 
Marine  Board  Bill,  2b.  767 
Militia,  m.  823,  844,  980 
Native  Affairs,  m.  804 
Native  Letters,  m.  824 
Nelson  Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill,  1b.  946 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  m.  987 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  846,  848,  868, 

892 ;  Com.  905,  906 
Next  Meeting  of  the  Assembly,  m.  902,  960 
Otago  and  Southland  Representation   Bill, 

2b.  854 ;  tn.  868 
Petition  of  A.  G.  Purchas,  m.  896 
Petition  of  P.  L.  Francis  and  Others,  tn.  972 
Postal  Service,  Sel.  Com.  780 ;   q.  941 ;   m. 

1007 
Railway  Bill,  2b.  957 
Reportmg  Debates,  9.  964  ;  tn.  973 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  970 
Seat  of  Government,  tn.  939,  944,  995 
Supply — 

tn.  769,  791 

Rewards  for  Flax,  958 

Petition  of  Captain  Campbell,  959 

tn.  960 

Legislative,  968,  969 

Registrar,  969 

Postal,  997 

Militia,  997 

tn,  997 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  2b.  796 
Wsbitara  Question,  tn.  1026 
Ways  and  Means,  tn.  824 

Wreck  of  "  Orpheus," 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pox),  1006 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PAELIAMENTAET  DEBATES. 


J^trst  Session  of  tlje  Elikti  parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
JConday,  3rd  June,  1861. 


Opening  of  Farliunent. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
The  Sbcohs  Pabuamknt  of  New  Zealand, 
irtiich  had  been  proiogned  from  (he  Sth  Novem- 
bor  to  the  31st  December,  1860,  was  dissolved 
by  Proclamation  on  the  Sth  day  of  November, 
1880.  New  writs  were  issued,  and  the  new 
PaiUatnent  was  summoned  to  meet  on  the 
SOth  day  of  May,  1861,  from  whence  it  was 
pruDgn^  to  the  3rd  day  of  June,  1861,  on 
which  day  it  met  for  the  despatch  of  business. 

Parliament  was  opened  by  Commission. 

The  Legislative  Connou  being  met,  the 
Ooomiissioners — namely,  the  Hon.  Thoicas 
HovobtonBabixx;  (Speaker  of  the  Legislative 
Council),  the  Hon.  Fbkdkbick  Weitaxeb,  and 
the  Hon.  Hxnst  Johh  Tancbed — took  theii 


The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  per- 
Hoally  present  here  this  day,  hath  been  pleased 
to  oaoae  a  Commission  to  be  issued  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  commanded  the 
Qeik  to  inform  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatives  that  the  Commissioners  de- 
sired their  immediate  attendance  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  hear  the  Commission  read. 

Who  being  come. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  per- 
tonally  present  here  this  day,  has  been  pleased 
to  cause  a  Commission  to  be  issued,  under  the 
pablie  seal  of  the  colony,  appointing  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Honghton  Bartley,  Speaker  of  the 
Le^lative  Coimeil,  the  Hon.  Frederick 
WUtaker,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  John  Tancred 
to  be  Commissioners  to  do  ul  things  neoes- 
Miy  to  be  petformed  by  the  Qovexnor  in  the 
1861— A 


name  or  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty  tbe  Queen, 
on  in  the  luune  or  on  the  part  of  His  Excel- 
lency as  Governor  of  this  colony,  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parliament,  as 
will  more  fully  appear  by  the  Commission. 

The  ConunisBion  was  then  read  by  the 
Clxbk. 

And  then, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— Honourable 
gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
we  have  it  in  command  from  His  Excellency 
to  let  you  know  that  to-morrow,  the  4th  of 
this  instant  June,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. His  Excellency  will  deolsje  to  you  in 
person  the  causes  of  his  calling  this  Parlia- 
ment together.  However,  as  it  is  necessary 
before  you  proceed  to  the  despatch  of  business 
that  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  chosen.  His  Ekoellency  requests  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will 
repair  to  their  chamber,  and  there  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a  proper  person  to  be  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Then  the  memoers  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives withdrew. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaxxb  having  taken  the  oath 
himself,  and  signed  the  book,  the  members 
present  were  then  sworn  before  him  as  Com- 
missioner, and  signed  the  book. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  3rd  June,  1861. 


Opening  of  Parliament— Election  of  Speaker. 

OPENING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 

The  House  met  at  two  o'clock. 

A  message  was  brought  by  John  Cumin, 
Esquire,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council: 
"  'Ae  Commissioners  appointed  by  His_  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  to  do  all  things  in  his  name 
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in  order  to  the  opening  of  this  General  Aissem- 
bly,  request  tlie  attendance  in  the  Legislative 
Ciouncil  Chamber  of  the  members  of  this  lionoor- 
able  House,  to  hear  the  Commission  read." 

Accordingly  the  Honse,  with  the  Clerk,  went 
to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber,  and,  a 
Commission  having  been  read  {or  the  opening 
and  holding  of  Parliament,  the  Commissioners 
directed  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Speaker. 
And,  the  members  being  returned, 
Alexander  James  Johnston,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  Commis- 
sioner appointed  by  dedimus  pqUstaUm  for  ad- 
ministering the  oath  to  the  members,  did  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  the  members  who  appeared ; 
which  being  done,  and  the  members  having 
subscribed  the  oath,  they  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

ELECTION  OP  SPEAKER. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  addressing  himself  to 
the  Clerk  (who,  standing  up,  pointed  to  him, 
and  then  sat  down),  said, — Captain  Campbell, 
the  Constitution  Act  imposes  upon  this  House, 
as  its  first  duty  on  the  assembling  of  a  new 
Parliament,  the  election  of  a  Speaker.  I  trust 
I  shall  not  be  considered  guilty  of  presumption 
if,  at  tbe  request  of  several  honourable  members, 
I  undertake  the  task  of  requesting  the  House 
now  to  proceed  to  the  fulfilment  of  that  duty. 
It  seems  to  me  but  yesterday  since  the  first 
adventurous  band,  more  than  twenty-two  years 
ago,  landed  on  these  shores  to  accomplish  the 
high  enterprise  of  founding  a  colony  in  New 
Zealand — a  band  of  which  I  am  the  only  one 
now  in  this  House  of  those  who  were  engaged 
in  that  memorable  struggle ;  and  yet  we  are 
here  today  to  exercise,  imder  free  institutions, 
the  high  privilege  of  choosing  for  ourselves  a 
Speaker  to  preside  over  an  Assembly  deliberat- 
ing for  a  colony  now  numbering  eighty  thousand 
persons  and  governed  undA  a  free  Constitu- 
tion. I  regret,  in  common  with  every  one  in 
this  House,  that  it  is  impossible  to  replace  in 
his  former  position  the  gentleman  whose  digni- 
fied occupation  of  that  chair  during  five  ses- 
sions will  not  easily  be  forgotten  by  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  I  believe 
that  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  House  will 
approve  of  the  gentleman  whom  I  shall  name 
as  the  successor  of  Sir  Charles  Clifford.  That 
gentleman  is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  New 
Zealand,  thoroughly  conversant  with  its  internal 
affairs,  bearing  an  honoured  and  blameless  name 
among  his  fellow-colonists,  one  endowed  with 
an  ample  private  fortune,  eind  having  a  great 
stake  in  the  country,  blessed  with  an  amiable 
disposition,  to  which  is  added  a  highly-culti- 
vated mind,  and  not  distinguished  for  holding 
any  extreme  views  on  those  subjects  which 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  this  House.  Dr.* 
Monro  will  fill  the  chair  with  dignity  and  grace, 
and  command  the  respect  and  attachment  of 
those  over  whom  he  is  called  upon  to  preside. 
I  have  especial  pleasure  in  proposing  him  to 
fill  the  chair  of  this  House,  because  for  eighteen 
years  I  have  known  him  intimately,  and  our 
friendship  has  been  undisturbed  by  any  serious 


difiScnlty  in  the  House  arising  from  a  difierenco 
of  sentiments ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  honourable 
members  confer  upon  my  honourable  friend  tbA 
high  honour  of  presiding  over  this  House,  he  will 
uphold  their  privileges,  accord  that  freedom  ot 
speech  which  is  the  most  precious  privilege  at 
all,  and  preside  over  oar  deliberations  calmly, 
and  with  fairness  and  impartiality.  I  now 
move.  That  David  Monro,  Esq.,  the  hononzable 
member  for  Picton,  do  take  the  chair  as  Speaker 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  CARLETON,  as  father  of  the  Hoosa, 
having  been  the  first  elected  representative  in 
New  Zealand,  claimed  the  privilege  of  second- 
ing the  motion,  and  desired  to  express  hig  cor- 
dial concurrence  in  the  choice  that  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  said  he  could  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  astonishment  that  such  an 
important  question  as  the  election  of  the 
Speaker  should  be  submitted  to  the  House  to- 
day, when  it  was  notorious  that  a  considerable 
number  of  the  members  had  not  yet  had  an  op- 
portunity of  arriving.  He  trusted  that  honour- 
able gentlemen  would  pause,  and  not  consent 
to  initiate  the  proceedings  of  the  House  by  am 
act  which,  to  say  the  least,  appeared  deficient 
in  that  courtesy  which  should  characterise 
their  proceedings.  He  felt  that  it  would  be 
peculiarly  unjust  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposed  as  Speaker  that  his  election  should  be 
carried  when  so  many  members  were  absent- 
He  (Mr.  O'Rorkej  yielded  to  no  man  in  that 
House  in  his  desire  to  see  the  chair  filled  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  now  proposed,  bat 
he  could  not  consent  to  defraud  others  of  a 
participation  in  the  privilege  of  placing  him 
in  that  position.  He  would  specially  address 
himself  to  the  Auckland  members,  and  would 
ask  them  what  would  have  been  their  feelings  if 
the  General  Assembly  had  met  at  Wellington, 
as  it  was  at  one  time  mmoured  would  be  the 
case,  and  they,  on  their  arrival  there,  had 
found  themselves  debarred  from  taking  part 
in  the  election  of  a  Speaker  to  preside  over 
them.  He  trusted  Ministers  would  not  lend 
their  sanction  now  to  this  proceeding,  bat 
would  .agree  to  postpone  the  election,  so  thai 
the  absent  members,  though  coming  from  what 
had  been  termed  "  the  stronghold  of  Opposi- 
tion," might  take  a  part  in  such  an  important 
proceeding  as  the  election  of  the  Speaker. 
The  honourable  member  concluded  by  moving. 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

After  a  t>ause,  the  amendment  .not  having 
been  seconded,  in  answer  to  several  calls. 

Dr.  MONRO  sedd  he  rose  to  express  bis  deep 
sense  of  the  honour  proposed  to  be  conferred 
upon  him — an  honour  attended  with  distinc- 
tion, but  combined  with  serious  responsibili- 
ties and  the  discharge  of  important  duties. 
On  the  conduct  of  Uieir  Speaker  must  de- 
pend in  a  great  measure  the  character  of  their 
proceedings,  the  tone  of  their  debates,  the 
comfort  of  members  of  the  House,  and  to  a 
great  extent  the  despatch  of  the  business  with 
which  the  House  would  have  to  contend.  He 
trusted  he  would  not  be  considered  guilty  of 
affectation  in  disolaiiping  those  qualifioations 
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which  his  honooiable  friend  on  bis  left  had 
generoosly  ascribed  to  him.  It  was  not  with- 
out considerable  diffidence  that  he  had  con- 
sented to  accept  the  very  high  honour  which 
they  proposed  to  confer  upon  him ;  and  he 
sboald  have  been  as  well  satisfied  if  they  had 
elected  some  more  worthy  person.  When  he 
looked  back  on  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Charlee 
Clifford  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Speaker- 
ship, when  he  reflected  on  his  uniform  courtesy, 
arbaiiity,  and  dignity  of  manner,  and  the  assist- 
ance which  he  rendered  to  young  members, 
-together  with  his  knowledge  of  the  forms  of  the 
Eoase,  and  generally  on  the  excellent  manner 
in  which  he  presided  over  their  proceedings,  he 
(Dr.  Monro)  felt  that  his  successor  had  a  most 
oifBcolt  task  to  perform,  more  especially  as  his 
oondact  would  be  referred  to  a  standard  which 
it  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  match.  But, 
having  been  proposed  and  seconded,  and  no 
other  member  having  been  nominated,  it  was 
his  duty  to  submit  himself  to  the  wishes  of 
the  House ;  and,  if  it  were  their  wish  that  he 
should  take  the  chair,  he  would  do  so,  and  he 
would  endeavour  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  o£Sce  conferred  upon  him  in  the  best  man- 
ner he  possibly  could. 

Mr.  SPEAKER-ELECT  was  then  led  to  the 
ohair  by  his  proposer  and  seconder.  He  then 
Jaid,— Gentlemen,  before  sitting  down  in  the 
chair,  I  wish  once  more  to  return  you  my 
respectful  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  you 
have  conferred  upon  me.  I  will  not  attempt 
to  repay  you  in  the  ready  coin  of  promises, 
which  are  so  easy  to  make,  and  unfortunately 
so  difScnlt  of  performance ;  but  one  thing  I 
with  to  bespeak — if,  indeed,  it  is  necessary 
to  do  so,  which  I  very  much  doubt— I  wish 
1o  come  to  this  understanding  with  you :  that, 
io  long  as  you  see  me  anxious  to  discharge 
my  duty  in  the  chair,  you  will  extend  to  me  a 
generous  confidence  and  support.  I  expect 
alio  to  receive  much  assistance  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  who  has  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  forms  of  proceedings,  and  to  whose 
general  business  habits,  as  well  as  to  the  ex- 
cellent manner  ih  which  he  has  discharged  his 
dnties,  I  can  bestr  testimony.  With  your  confi- 
dence and  support  I  trust  to  be  able  to  pre- 
lerve  for  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
high  character  for  tone  of  debate  and  general 
(tatesmanlike  proceedings  which,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  has  hitherto  characterized  it  among  the 
Aostralian  Legislatures.  ' 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Mr.  Speaker-Elect,— I  de- 
sire to  offer  my  sincere  congratulations  to  you 
on  being  called  to  such  a  high  position  as  that 
which  you  have  j  ust  been  chosen  to  occupy  by 
a  unanimous  vote  of  this  House.  I  possesa 
even  a  more  extended  knowledge  of  yon  than 
thst  which  was  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  your  proposer.  An  acquaintance 
cemmenced  in  the  other  hemisphere  upwards. 
of  twenty  years  since  has  during  that  period 
ripened  into  an  intimate  friendship,  and  has' 
enabled  me  to  comprehend  and  appreciate  the. 
many  virtues  and  attainments  which  you  pos- 
sess, and  which  eminently  qualify  you  to  adorn 
that  chair  to  which  you  have  just  been  elected,! 


and  to  discharge  the  onerous  duties  which  per- 
tain to  it.  I  believe.  Sir,  that  this  House,  in 
choosing  you  to  preside  over  its  deliberations, 
hsLS  made  a  wise  and  excellent  choice;  that 
the  high  character  which  this  House  ha* 
hitherto  possessed,  and  which  we  all  trust  that 
it  will  continue  to  possess,  could  by  no  act  be 
better  maintained  than  by  the  election  of  one 
who,  like  yon,  Sir,  is  so  well  calculated  to 
guard  its  i>rivilegcs  and  maintain  its  dignity. 
I  do  not  think  I  am  speaking  without  warrant 
when  I  express  my  confident  belief  that  you 
will  receive  from  the  members  of  this  House 
that  support  and  confidence  to  which  you  have 
aUuded. 

It  was  ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker-Elect,  to- 
gether with  his  proposer  and  seconder,  and  such 
other  members  of  this  House  as  shall  see  fit, 
do  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor, 
and  request  His  Excellency's  confirmation  of 
the  election  made  by  this  House  of  a  Speaker. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuetday,  4th  June,  1861. 
Oovemor'B  Speech— Address  in  Beplf . 
The  Council  met  at  two  o'clock. 

PR/LTBBS. 

Shortly  after  two  o'clock  His  Excellency  the 
GovEBNOB  entered  the  Chamber  and  took  the 
chair. 

A  summons  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  commanding  the  attendanoa 
of  members  in  the  Council  Chamber,  who  being 
come,  with  their  Speaker, 

.GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
His  EXCELLENCY  was  then  pleased  to 
deliver  the  following  Speech : — 

HOHOCBABtiB  Oe!ITI,B>(EII  OF  THB  LeOISLATITB 
CODNCU.  Ain>  GBNTI.EKK1I  OF  THB  HoUOB  OF 

Beprbsxhtativks, — 

I  am  happy  to  meet  you  so  soon  after  the 
late  general  election,  and  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  increased  representation  of  the  various 
public  interests  of  the  colony  which  has  been, 
afforded  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  under 
which  that  election  was  held. 

You  will  unite  with  me  in  cordial  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  prompt  and  efficient  support 
I  have  received  from  the  Imperial  Government, 
which  will  enable  me  to  carry  into  effect 
measures  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
Her  Majesty's  authority  in  these  Islands  and 
for  the  suppression  of  armed  insurrection.  The 
assistance  which  has  been  afforded  to  the 
colony  will  tend  to  the  ultimate  welfare  of 
both  races  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  will 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  loyalty  which  attach 
the  colony  to  the  throne  and  person  of  Her 
Majesty  and  to  the  Mother-country. 

I  gladly  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  thanks  which  are  due  to  the  officers  and 
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men  of  Hei  Majesty's  anny  and  navy  and  of  hei 
oolonial  forces  for  the  zeal  and  intrepidity  with 
which  they  have  at  all  times  performed  duties 
of  a  very  arduous  and  harassing  nature. 

Overtures  for  peace  having  been  made  hy  the 
instirgent  Natives,  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  insist  on  the  preliminary  condition  of 
their  ceasing  to  act  as  a  confederation.  On 
their  retiring  to  their  districts  I  proceeded  to 
Taranaki,  and  accepted  the  submission  of  part 
of  the  insurgent  section  of  the  Ngatiawa  ^be 
on  conditions  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

In  the  policy  which  I  have  pursued  with 
reference  to  the  affairs  of  Teuranciki  my  object 
from  the  first  has  been  to  secure  peace  by 

C'lting  an  end  to  the  constantly -recurring 
d  feuds  which  for  years  have  maintained 
harbarism  amongst  the  aboriginal  inhabitants 
of  that  district.  Having  now  imposed  terms 
which  will,  if  observed,  secure  this  end,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  adhere  to  the  engagement  of 
the  29th  November,  1859,  in  reference  to  the 
land  purchased  at  Waitara,  and  I  have  conse- 
quently directed  that  the  investigation  be 
renewed  at  the  point  at  which  it  was  forcibly 
interrupted. 

The  terms  offered  bo  the  Taranald  and  Nga- 
tiruanul  Tribes  will  be  laid  before  you.  Their 
aggravated  offences  can  only  bo  [Murdoned  on 
their  giving  such  tangible  proofs  of  submission 
as  will  at  once  afford  a  means  of  reparation  for 
their  unprovoked  aggressions  and  be  a  memorial 
to  themselves  of  the  punishment  due  to  lawless 
violence. 

The  declaration  which  I  have  made  to  the 
Waikato  tribes  will 'also  be  laid  before  yon.  It 
requires  submission  without  reserve  to  the 
Queen's  sovereignty  and  to  the  authority  of  the 
law ;  whilst  from  those  who  have  taken  up  arms 
I  have  insisted  upon  restitution  of  plunder,  and 
upon  compensation  for  losses  sustained  at 
•  their  hands  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  Native 
or  European. 

The  submission  of  all  Her  Majesty's  Native 
.subjects  to  her  authority,  and  obedience  to  the 
law,  are  necessary  preliminaries ;  but  it  no  less 
behoves  us  to  redouhle  our  efforts  to  afford  tbem 
the  means  of  substituting  order  for  lawlessness, 
*nd  to  promote  their  moral  and  social  advance- 
ment: and  I  entertain  a  hope  that  the  ap- 
.  preaching  conference  of  chiefs,  which  I  shall 
assemble  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  may 
assist  us  in  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  a 
result. 

Gentlehsh  of  thb  Honsa  or  BapBESsiiTA- 

TIVSS, — 

You  will  find  that  a  due  economy  has  been 
exercised  in  the  expenditure  of  the  supplies 
voted  for  the  public  service  last  session.  The 
same  careful  regard  for  economy  will  regulate 
the  preparation  of  the  estimates  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  you  for  the  ensuing  financial  year. 

The  system  of  audit  which  ypu  have  already 
established  has  maintained  ein  effectual  super- 
vision over  the  public  accounts  of  the  colony. 
It  is  further  requisite  that  the  public  revenues 
should  be  guarded  by  the  enactment  of  laws 
jregnlating  and  effectually  controlling  their  ex- 


penditure, both  by  the  Oeneral  and  by  tb» 
respective  Provincial  Executives. 

The  accounts  of  the  colony,  and  papers  re- 
lating to'  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
investment  of  the  sinking  fui}d  of  the  goaian* 
teed  loan,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

HOMOUSABUI  OailTI.BIC]iK  07  THB  LBOIBIATIV* 
CoUHOir.  AND  GEIfTI.BiaiN  OF  THB  HOUSI  0* 
BSPBKSXMTATITKS, — 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  after  con- 
ferring together,  have  made  several  valuable 
reports  containing  suggestions  for  amending 
the  law  aqd  for  improving  its  practice.  These 
reports  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  measuref 
founded  on  some  of  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  them  will  be  submitted  for  your  eoo.' 
sideration. 

The  successive  discoveries  of  gold  in  large 
quantities  in  several  parts  of  the  colony  warrant 
the  expectation  that  it  will  prominently  rank 
amongst  the  products  of  New  Zealand,  and 
will  stimulate  the  development  of  its  other 
sources  of  wealth. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  express  my  earnest 
hope  that,  in  the  especial  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  your  counsels  may  in  all  things  be 
guided  by  wisdom,  and  that,  under  the  blessing 
of  Divine  Providence,  they  may  conduce  to  the 
present  and  lasting  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Zealand. 

His  ExcEixEKOT,  having  handed  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  a  copy  of  his  Speech,  withdrew. 

The  Hon.  the  Spkakbb  took  the  ohair. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED, 
it  was  ordered,  That  a  Select  Committae  be 
appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Speeoh  delivered  by  His  Excellency  the 
Qovemor  on  opening  the  present  session ;  to 
report  on  Thursday  next ;  the  Committee  to 
consist  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon. 
Major  Richmond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watts  Bussell» 
and  the  mover. 

The  Oonnoil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPJRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  4th  June,  1861. 


Election  of  Bpe^er— Opening  of  Parliament— Fint 
Beading— Govemor'a  Bpeeoh  —  Adjoomment— 
Besignation. 

The  Spkakbb  took  the  ohair  at  two  o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

ELECTION  OP  SPEAKER. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  that,  in  pnisuaac* 
of  the  order  of  the  House,  he  had,  accompanied 
by  his  proposer  and  seconder  and  many  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  waited  upon  His  Excellency 
the  Qovemor,  when  he  had  addressed  His  Ex- 
cellency as  follows : — 

"  May   it   please    your    Excellency :     The 
House  of  Representatives  have  elected  me  to 
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ka  their  SpMkker.  •  It  is  now  my  daty  to 
teHeii  from  your  Ezoellenoy  your  oonflrmation 
«f  tlie  ehoioe  of  the  Hoase,  and,  at  the  same 
thne,  to  enable  them  better  to  disoharge  their 
'inty  to  their  Queen  and  country,  I  am  hombly 
to  claim  on  tilieir  behalf  all  their  nndoubted 
t^hts  and  privilegea,  especially  that  they  may 
hate  freedom  of  speech  in  their  debates,  access 
to  your  Excellency's  person  at  all  seasonable 
iunas,  and  that  their  proceedings  may  receive 
torn  your  Excellency  the  most  favoorable  in- 
temetation." 
To  which  His  Excellency  replied  as  follows : — 
*■  Mr.  Speaker,  I  congratulate  the  House  of 
Bepnsentatives  on  the  choice  which,  in  your 
isitanoe,  they  have  made  of  a  Speaker,  and 
leadily  confirm  their  ohoice.  I  freely  confide  in 
the  dvty  and  attachment  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
Kntatives  to  Her  Majesty's  person  and  Oovem- 
atent,  and,  not  doubting  that  their  proceedings 
viU  be  conducted  with  wisdom,  temper,  and 
{radenee,  I  grant,  and  upon  aU  ocoastons  will 
and  allow,  all  their  oonstitntianal 
Lieges.  I  also  assure  yon  that  the  House  of 
QtativBs  shall  have  ready  access  to  me 
upon  all  seasonable  oooaaions,  and  that  their' 
{raceedings,  as  well  as  their  words  and  actions, 
•rill  constantly  receive  from  me  the  most 
fMomable  constraotion." 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Exoellenoy 
€b»  Governor,  desiring  the  attendance  of  mem- 
tan  in  the  I«^sl&tive  Conn(ul  Chamber. 

Mr.  Spkakbb,  accompanied  by  members,  and 
{reoeded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Anns  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  LegislatiTe  Council 
Chamber,  and,  after  a  short  absence,  returned. 

FIBST  BEADINO. 
Naturalization  Bill. 

aOVBBNOB'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  reported  that,  when  the 
Boose,  in  obedience  to  summons,  attended 
l^on  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor  in  the  Le- 
^ilative  Council  Chamber,  His  Excellency  was 
tOesied  to  make  a  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Pariiament,  of  which  he  had,  for  greater  aoou- 
ney,  obtained  a  ooi>y,  which  he  read  to  the 
Hooae. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  STAFFOBB  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  non-anival  of  some  honourable  members, 
vho  had- not  yet  arrived  to 'attend  the  first 
aweting  of  the  House,  it  was  his  duty  to  more 
an  adjournment.  It  was  with  great  regret  that 
ha  moved  any  prolonged  adjournment  in  the 
Keaent  position  of  the  colony ;  for  it  was  moat 
oaairable  that  as  little  delay  should  occur  as 

rnble,  from  the  inconvenience  and  expense 
honourable  members,  as  well  as  because 
Am  important  questions  to  be  submitted  to 
tta  House  should  have  early  consideration.  It 
was  imponible  to  sav  to  what  cause  their  ab- 
M&oe  was  attributaible.  It  might,  unfotta- 
aately,  be  the  reault  of  some  accident ;  and, 
«ISioiigh  the  Qovemment  did  not  desire  any 
4alaj  ia  their  pnoeedings,  yet,  in  the  abwnoa 


of  so  many  honourable  members,  he  thought  it 
only  right  that  he  should  put  the  question  of 
adjournment.  The  Government  were  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  adjournment.  They  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  propose  to  adjourn  to  Thursday 
next ;  bat,  should  the  House  prefer  to  adjoom 
to  Tuesday  next,  and  resume  their  sitting  «b 
that  day,  tiie  Government  were  willing  to  con- 
sent to  it.  He  would  now.  ^jro  formA,  move. 
That  this  House  at  its  rising  do  adjourn  to 
Tneadf^next. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  seconded  the  motion. 
He  thought  there  were  other  reasons  beside* 
those  given  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  why  a 
longer  adjournment  than  usual  should  take 
place.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  just 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  most  important 
papers  relating  to  the  late  insurrection  in  this 
country,  of  which  honourable  members  gene- 
rally Imew  nothing;  and  he  (Mr.  WilUamaon) 
thought  it  was  only  fair  that  honourable  mem- 
bers should  have  an  opportnni^  of  giving  them 
that  careful  consideration  which  their  impor- 
tance demanded. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  the  House  to  adjourn  to  Tusaday 
for  the  reasons  given  by  the  Government.  It 
was  not  a  matter  of  personal  inconvenience  to 
hisoseU ;  but  he  had  been  spoken  to  by  several 
honourable  members  who  came  from  a  dis- 
tance, and  attended  at  very  considerable  incon- 
venience, and  on  their  account  he  thought  the 
House  should  not  adjourn  beyond  Thursday. 
The  honourable  members  who  were  coming  by 
the  "  Stormbiid  "  were  expected  to  arrive  t<>- 
morrow ;  and  if  they  did  not  attend  on  Thurs- 
day the  House  could  again  adjourn,  if  it  was 
thought  necessary.  He  only  msule  the  suggea- 
tion,but  would  not  move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  Qovemment  is  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  House  do  adjourn  till  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  O'NBILLi  seconded  the  amendment. 
The  colony  was  by  no  means  rich,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  House  were  very  considerable. 
He  thought  that  to  waste  so  much  money  aa 
would  be  spent  by  a  week's  adjournment  wai 
very  much  like  throwing  it  into  the  sea.  As 
many  honourable  members  were  present  ait 
considerable  personal  expense,  he  thought  the 
hnsinees  of  the  country  ought  to  be  gone  on 
wiUi  and  disposed  of  as  early  as  possible. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

RESIGNA-nON. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  resignation  of 
James  Balfour  Wemyss,  Esquire,  as  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  Suburbs  <A 
Nelson. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  pan. 
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LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL; 
Thursday,  6th  June,  1861. 

Iieave  of  Absenoe— BUI  Introduced— Select  Com" 
mittees. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakkb  took  the  ohait  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE!. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  annonnoed  the 
arrival  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford, 
ptaying  that  leave  of  absence  be  granted  him 
for  one  month. 

BILL  INTBODUCED. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Library  and  PBnrriNO.  —  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Whitaker,  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny, 
and  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

House. — The  Hon.  Major  Richmond,  the 
Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oatfleld. 

The  Council  adjoomed  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clockp.m. 


HOUSE    OF    BEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  6th  June,  1861. 

Oattle  Disease— Pensioner  Claims— Adjoomment — 
New  Writs— Defence  of  Colony— Bay  of  Islands 
Kleotion  —  Belief  of  Taranaki  Battlers— Select 
Committees. 

Mr.  SPEAKSBtook  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

CATTLE  DISEASE. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Colonial  Seore- 
taiy,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  Oovemment  to 
intooduce  a  Bill  at  an  early  date  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  cattle  subject  to  a  disease 
Imown  as  pleuro  -  pneumonia,  from  places 
where  that  disease  is  known  to  exist?  He 
had  no  doubt  the  Oovemment  had  given  the 
matter  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  replied  that  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  the  Government  to  be  absolutely  neoes- 
■aiy  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  importation  from  other 
places  of  cattle  which  might  be  subject  to  the 
disease,  as  the  Customs  Regulation  Act  enabled 
tiie  Oovemor  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
■uoh  cattle,  and,  where  disease  was  shown  to 
exist,  to  order  their  destruction.  The  only 
reason  why  action  had  not  yet  been  taken  on 
the  question  was  this  :  that  the  Government 
had  had  an  application  from  the  Provincial 
Government  of  Canterbury,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Superintendent  of  that  province,  request- 
ing that  steps  be  taken  for  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  cattle  there  from  yictoria  and 
Ifew  South  Wales,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 


disease  in  those  colonies ;  but  the  appUoatioa 
was  so  vaguely  worded  that,  in  the  absence  oC 
the  Snpermtendent,  the  Government  were  un- 
able  to  decide  what  effect  might  result  if 
action  were  taken  without.definite  informatioa 
as  to  the  regulations  which  might  suit  th« 
local  requirements  of  the  port.  Besides,  n» 
disease  was  mentioned  in  the  memorial  fzooK 
Canterbury ;  and  the  Oovemment,  in  its  teplyt 
inquired  what  disease  was  complained  ot. 
Since  then,  however,  a  request  of  a  similac 
nature,  but  which  distinctly  specified  pleuro- 

Enenmonia  as  the  disease  which  was  feared, 
ad  been  received  by  the  Government  from  the 
Province  of  Otago  ;  and  the  question  had.  beea 
referred  to  the  Attorney-General  with  reference 
to  the  propriety  of  a  Proclamation  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  diseased  cattle.  By  the 
existing  law  he  thought  they  would  be  enabled 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  diseased  oattls 
by  ordering  the  destruction  of  those  imported; 
but,  inasmuch  as  the  authority  of  His  Excel- 
lency only  extended  to  cattle  that  had  been 
imported,  and  not  to  cattle  known  to  be  dis- 
eased, but  which  might  not  have  been  im- 
ported, it  might  be  a  question  for  further  con- 
sideration with  the  Government  whether  they 
would  not  introduce  a  Bill  emi>owering  the 
authorities  to-  destroy  diseased  cattle,  wbethet 
imported  or  not.  He  observed  that  in  the 
neighbouring  Australian  Colonies  this  snbjei^ 
had  excited  considerable  attention,  and  the 
Governments  there  had  passed  special  Acts  to 
meet  the  circumstances ;  and  it  might  be  de- 
sirable to  pass  some  similar  measure  for  this 
colony.  He  could  assure  the  honourable  mem* 
her  that  the  Government  would  act  on  the  ex> 
isting  law  so  far  as  it  met  the  evil,  and  they 
would  consider  how  far  a  supplementary  mea- 
sure  was  needed  to  check  disease  should  it 
break  out  among  the  cattle. 

PENSIONER  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  O'BORKE  asked  the  Colonial  Secietaiy, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  QoTemment  to 
take  any  steps  for  the  purpose  of  settling  tha 
claims  of  those  pensioners  of  the  late  New 
ZeiQand  Fenoible  Force  who  have  not  jtH 
exercised  the  right  of  pre-emption,  which 
has  been  allowed  to  the  other  members  of  that 
body  7  Last  session  a  question  was  put  to  tha 
Government  regarding  the  settlement  of  tha 
claims  of  those  pensioners  of  the  late  Naw  Zea- 
land Fencible  Force  who  had  not  yet  exercised 
the  right  of  pre-emption  allowed  to  other  meor 
faers  of  the  oody.  The  reply  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  given  general  satisfaction ;  and  ha 
now  wanted  to  know  what  farther  steps  had 
been  taken  in  the  m&tter. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  if  the  question  of  tha 
honourable  member  implied  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  late  New  Zealand  Fencible  Forca 
were  entitled  to  grants  of  land,  he  must  expres* 
his  dissent  from  that  view.  No  doubt  manj 
who  had  not  received  grants  deserved  them  a* 
well  as  those  who  had  got  them ;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  every  member  of  the  force  had 
an  equal  right.  It  should  be  recollected,  how- 
ever, that  these  were  only  claims  in  equity,  and 
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not  elunu  in  law,  aod  oonsiderable  difference 
in  tiieii  claims  had  been  discovered  by  the 
OcKnmiisioner  on  Land  Claims,  to  whom  the 
matter  had  been  referred  owing  to  what  had 
taken  place  last  session.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioner  would  shortly  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  Government  would  prepare  mea- 
wues  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  it 
oontained. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  perhaps  honourable 
msmbeis  nho  had  notices  on  the  Order  Paper 
would  give  priori^  to  the  last  two,  which  were 
merely  of  a  routine  character,  and  necessary 
to  fill  up  the  vacant  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Oovemment  would 
ofler  no  opposition  to  motions  of  a  routine 
or  necessary  character,  but  they  would  cer- 
tainly object  to  the  motion  for  an  Address  in 
leply  to  the  Speech  of  His  Excellency  the 
Qovemor  in  the  absence  of  so  many  honour- 
able gentlemen.  He  understood  the  feeling  of 
the  House  on  Tuesday  last  to  be  that  a  further 
adjoomment  to  Tuesday  should  take  place  if 
the  honourable  members  from  Wellington  had 
sot  arrived  to-day.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men had  not  yet  arrived,  and  it  would  be 
hardly  fair  to  them  to  go  on  with  important 
questions  in  their  absence. 

NEW  WRITS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  3.  C.  RICHMOND, 
His  Excellency  the  Oovemor  was  requested  to 
isRiB  a  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  for 
the  Grey  and  Bell  District,  in  the  room  of 
William  Catfield  King,  Esq.,  deceased. 

Kr.  CURTIS  moved  an  address  to  His  Ex- 
eellency,  praying  that  a  writ  bo  issued  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
James  Balfour  Wemyss,  Esq.,  member  for 
Nelson  Suburbs.  There  was  an  informality  in 
&e  form  of  this  resignation,  which  had 'been 
addressed  to  the  Oovemor  and  not  to  the 
%eaker,  inasmach  as  there  was  no  Speaker 
in  existence  at  the  time ;  but  he  (Mr.  Curtis) 
apprehended  that  the  informality  would  not  be 
ei  serious  import. 

Kr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

Ur.  CARLETON  said  that  upon  questions  of 
order  he  was  expected  to  speak.  Ho  had  no 
deiirs  to  impede  the  issue  of  tbe  writ — on  the 
oosittary,  it  was  his  desire  that  the  House 
should  be  raised  to  its  fullest  number  as  soon 
•s  passible — but  he  should  fail  in  his  duty  if 
he  allowed  this  motion  to  pass  through  inad- 
vattenoy  of  the  House.  It  was  necessary  that 
the  point  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
He  believed  that  tho  resignation  was  informal, 
being  directed  to  the  Governor,  and  not  to  Mr. 
Spwker.  He  regretted  that  the  law  should  be 
in  its  present  condition.  He  had  himself  ob- 
jected to  the  stringency  of  the  Election  Writs 
Aet,  not  allowing  resignation  to  the  Governor 
in  any  case,  on  the  ground  of  privilege — ^he 
had  no  such  jealousy  of  the  Governor's  power ; 
bat  the  Act  vras  passed,  and  that  was  enough. 
[The  hononrable  member  proceeded  to  show 


other  defects  in  that  Act,  one  of  a  very  remark- 
able nature,  though  the  Act  had  cost  them 
more  trouble  than  any  Act  of  that  length 
during  the  session,  having  actually  been 
amended  in  the  House  after  the  question  had 
been  carried  that  the  Bill  be  passed.]  He 
should  not  rise  again,  his  own  desire  being 
that  the  writ  should  be  issued.  He  had  ful- 
filled his  duty  in  bringing  the  question,  about 
which  he  had  little  doubt,  under  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  in  the  present 
instance  the  question  was,  whether  or  not  any 
party  could  come  between'  the  member  resign- 
mg  and  Mr.  Speaker ;  for  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  had  received  the  resignation,  which 
he  addressed  to  the  "  Hon.  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,"  without  note  or 
message — in  fact.  His  Excellency  had  been 
made  postman :  and  he  (Ur.  Stafford)  thought, 
as  the  intention  of  the  hononrable  member  to 
resign  was  known  to  the  House,  the  resignation 
should  be  accepted  and  a  new  writ  caused  to 
be  issued.  Undoubtedly  the  Constitution  Act 
gave  the  House  of  Representatives  the  power 
of  determining  who  was  or  was  not  elected  as 
a  member;  bnt  in  the  matter  of  resignation 
no  form  of  words  bad  been  adopted.  Thus, 
one  gentleman  wrote,  in  the  proper  form,  "  I 
hereby  resign  my  seat ; "  another  wrote,  "  I 
hereby  tender  ray  resignation,"  which  was  a 
very  different  thing ;  and  another  wrote,  "  I 
hope  my  resignation  may  be  accepted,"  which 
was  not  a  resignation  at  all.  The  whole  ques- 
tion as  to  the  wording  of  res'gnations  had  been 
so  obscure  that  many  anomalies  occurred. 
For  instance,  the  late  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Suburbs  (Mr.  Brodie),  now  in  Eng- 
land, sent  his  resignation  to  the  Oovemor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  — To  the  manager  of  the 
Union  Bank. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Well,  to  the  manager  of 
the  Union  Bank.  It  was  then  sent  to  the 
Governor,  and  the  rftsignation  was  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Speaker,  and  accepted  by  the  House. 
He  appr^ended  that  there  was  therefore  a 
precedent  for  the  present  motion ;  and  if  the 
House  did  not  cause  a  writ  to  be  issued,  tbera 
was  nothing  to  prevent  the  honourable  gentle- 
man from  Nelson  Suburbs  coming  up  and 
taking  his  seat  and  voting  in  the  House,  aftet 
his  resignation  had  been  communicated  to  it ; 
which  would  be  a  greater  anomaly  than  the 
mere  acceptance  of  a  resignation  communi- 
cated to  the  Governor  and  through  His  Ex- 
cellency to  Mr.  Speaker.  However,  it  was 
high  time  that  the  House  should  ooUeot  its 
scattered  orders,  not  found  in  the  book,  and 
arrange  them,  and  also  adopt  some  form  of 
words  to  be  used  in  oases  of  resignations. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  think  the 
spirit  ()f  the  constitution  of  the  House  violated 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Motueka;  for, 
although  the  resignation  was  sent  to  the  Go- 
vernor instead  of  to  the  Speaker,  tho  House 
should  recollect  that  there  was  then  no 
Speaker  elected.  The  Constitution  Act,  modi- 
fied by  the  Election  Writs  Act,  gave  tho  House 
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power  to  act  as  was  contemplated  is  the  mo- 
tion before  the  chair ;  and  he  relied  particu- 
larly on  the  4Sth  clause  of  the  Constitntion 
Act,  which  made  the  Hoose  judge  without 
appeal  of  what  should  oonstitnto  the  validity 
of  its  members. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

DEFENCE  OF  COLOKY. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  being  called  on  to  more, 
That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  militaj^  defences  of 
Kew  Zealand,  proposed  to  postpone  the  motion 
till  Tuesday  next.  It  was  of  a  vety  important 
character — to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject  of 
the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  colony.  The  papers  before  the 
House  would  show  that  for  four  years  and  a 
half  a  oontroversy  had  been  going  on  between 
the  Colonial  and  Imperial  Govenmients  con- 
cerning the  payment  of  the  cost  of  militaiy 
defence.  It  uad  become  quite  impossible  for 
the  Colonial  Executive  to  postpone  a  definite 
reply  to  the  Imperial  authorities,  the  more 
especially  as  there  was  a  Committee  sitting  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament  on  the  same  subject. 
They  believed  that  they  could  make  out  suffi- 
cient exceptional  reasons  for  asking  that  the 
Colony  of  New  Zeland  should  be  excluded  from 
any  general  rule  on  the  question.  It  was  now 
necessary  to  explain  these  reasons,  and  not  let 
the  question  go  by  default.  He  had  been 
happy  to  observe  that  members  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  had  protested  against  New  Zealand 
being  included  in  a  general  rule  requiring  the 
jcolonies  to  pay  a  luge  portion  of  the  cost  of 
military  defence.  Ministers  had  done  what 
they  could  by  representations  to  stave  ofE  an 
nndue  pressure  on  the  revenues  of  the  colony ; 
but  they  had  done  this  as  representing  their 
own  opinions,  and  it  was  now  necessary  that 
the  people  of  New  Zealand,  as  represented  in 
the  Legislature,  should  take  steps  to  support 
iheir  advocates  in  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  Colonial  Executive  in  their  endeavours 
to  protect  the  colonies  from  having  to  bear  an 
undue  share  of  military  charges.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  Committee  provincially 
representative,  bat  found  he  had  omitted  one 
portion  of  the  colony,  and  a  member  whose 
name  was  included  would  be  absent  for  a  long 
period.  He  would  therefore  suggest  that  the 
name  of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Domett)  be  substituted  for  that  of 
the  honoclrable  member  for  Lyttelton,  and 
that  the  name  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  be  added. 

Mr.  WOOD  remarked  that  there  seemed  to 
be  no  reason  for  withdrawing  this  motion,  or 
not  going  on  with  the  remaining  business  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Spxak:^,  Mr. 
STAFFORD  withdrew  the  motion,  in  order  to 
give  a  fresh  notice  in  an  amended  form. 

BAY  OP  ISLANDS  ELBGTION. 
Mr.  WHJjIAMSON  moved.  That  there  be 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  this  House  copies  of 
any  oorrespondenoe  that  may  have  taken  place 
Mr.  8s»aktr 


between  the  General  Government  and  the 
Returning  Officer  for  the  Electoral  District  of 
the  Bay  of  Islands  District  relative  to  the 
return  of  a  member  for  that  district  to  serve  ia 
the  General  Assembly  during  the  present  Bk- 
liament. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  he  had  come  pcepated 
to  second  the  motion ;  but  he  had  be^  re- 
minded that  the  subject  was  one  that  mi^it 
come  before  an  Election  Committee,  and  that 
the  motion  was  therefore  an  improper  one. 
Otherwise  he  should  have  been  glad  to  aeeood 
it,  for  he  had  a  personal  curiosity  to  know  what 
the  correspondence  contained. 

Mr.  WOOD  could  see  nothing  improper  in 
any  honourable  member  calling  for  any  papers 
whatever,  whether  on  a  subject  to  be  inWati- 
gated  by  a  Select  Committee  or  on  any  otiisr 
upon  which  information  was  desired. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  GovemmeBt 
recognized  the  correspondence  as  the  property 
of  the  House,  and  it  would  be  laid  on  the  taUe 
whether  an  order  was  made  or  not. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  beUeved  there  was 
nothing  improper  in  the  motion.  He  onder- 
stood  ^at  a  petition  would  shortly  be  preaantad 
to  the  House,  on  the  propriety  of  admittiof 
which  there  might  be  some  discussion,  and  this 
correspondence  might  be  required  to  throw 
light  on  the  matter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

RELIEF  OF  TARANAKI  SETTLEBS. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved  for  a  return  show- 
ing in  detail  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of 
£25,000,  authorized  by  "  The  New  Zealand  Xjoaa 
Act,  1860,"  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Province  of  Taranaki ;  alao  a 
statement  or  report  of  any  proceedings  that 
may  have  been  taken  for  the  investigation  of 
the  oases  of  "  persons  who  have  suffered  loss  of 
property  through  the  late  disturbances  at  Taca- 
naki."  It  would  be  reooUected  by  hononraUs 
gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  House  in 
its  last  session  that  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  best  means  for  afioza- 
mg  relief  to  persons  who  had  suffered  loss  of 
property  at  Taranaki,  and  that,  on  the  raoom- 
mendation  of  that  Committee,  it  was  autho- 
rized by  the  House  that  £25,000  should  be  ap- 
plied to  this  purpose.  At  the  same  time  it 
was  required  that  due  investigation  should  be 
made  in  ever^  particular  case  before  relief  waa 
given.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  existed  •• 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  money  had  been  dk- 
tributed,  and  no  doubt  the  subject  would  be- 
come a  question  for  discussion  in  the  Honae; 
and  it  was  in  order  to  afford  the  Qovemmeztt 
time  to  place  before  the  House  all  the  requisite 
information  that  he  moved  at  this  eeurly  stag* 
of  the  proceedings  for  this  return. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  motion  as  worded 
would  not  obtain  the  information  desired  iy 
the  honourable  member,  for  none  of  the 
£25,000  had  yet  been  expended  at  all.  The 
sums  to  which  the  honourable  member  allnded 
had  been  taken  from  the  war  loan  generally, 
and  had  been  tranimitted  ftom  tima  to  tiau 
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to  the  Pnyrinoia]  Goveminent  for  the  transfer 
Mad  nuuntenanee  of  the  Taxani^i  refagees ;  for 
it  had  been  thonght  better  that  n^  personal  re- 
Uat  thonld  be  given  till  more  peaceful  times 
dionld  have  ensued,  when  the  refugees  would 
Jm  about  to  again  settle  down  to  Uieir  oocu- 
pationa.  With  respect  to  the  second  part  of 
the  motion,  the  Oovamment  had  as  yet  no 
xeport  to  make.  They  had  recently  appointed 
«  Commisirioner,  Kr.  Sewell,  to  go  to  Taranaki 
to  inqmire  and  report  on  the  whole  question ; 
and  a  notioe  had  been  issued,  which  would  im- 
mediately appear  in  the  Oatette,  calling  for  all 
riaimg  to  be  sent  in  within  ten  days  of  the 
.publication  of  the  notice  at  Tatanaki,  separate 
aotiee  being  given  to  those  who  were  resident 
in  other  provinces.  The  Oovemment  proposed 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  give  power  to  the  Com- 
misBianen  generally  to  examine  witnesses  on 
oath,  which  they  could  not  at  present  do.  The 
only  manner  in  which  the  £25,000  had  been 
aX  all  hypothecated  was,  that  the  Oovemment 
bad  agreed  to  advance  the  Provincial  Govem- 
xaent  at  Taranaki  £5,000  for  the  erection  of 
iMMises  for  the  refugees  who  were  now  return- 
ing. He  had  that  day  given  instructions  to 
•end  down  £4,000  for  the  purpose  stated. 
He  was  unable  at  present  to  give  a  return  in 
^tail  of  the  expenditure  administered  by  the 
Ptovinoial  Government,  as  vouchers  had  not 
yet  been  received.  With  respect  to  com- 
plaints,  the  Government  had  only  received  four 
«r  five,  which  were  all  from  individuals  whose 
mevaace  was  that  they  did  not  receive  enough. 
One  of  them,  who  was  receiving  £2  58.  a  week 
for  his  family,  besides  a  house  and  fuel,  thought 
jhe  ought  to  have  £169  a  year.  The  honourable 
tb«  mover  would  perhaps  amend  his  motion  to 
•ome  such  words  as  these :  "  the  expenditure 
of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  expended  in  the 
aelief  of  the  Taranaki  refugees.*' 

Mr.  O.  W.  KIGHMOND  said  it  was  to  be 
expected  that,  under  such  distressing  oiroum- 
atmoees,  some  individuals  would  be  dissatisfied : 
ttey  had  had  much  to  endure,  and  the  less 
xeaicnable  had  not  endured  in  silence,  but  had 
SMde  complaints  of  not  getting  enough.  All 
the  eomplainis  were  in  ^at  direction,  which 
did  credit  to  those  who  had  administered  the 
luds,  who  had  incurred  great  unpopularity  in 
the  district  by  the  careful  way  in  which  they 
had  guarded  the  purse  of  the  colony. 

lir.  WHjLIAMSOK  agreed  to  the  suggestion 
«i  the  Colonial  Seoretiuy,  and  amended  his 
anotion,  asking  "  for  a  return  showing  in  detail 
the  expenditure  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
that  may  have  been  issued  by  the  Government 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Taranaki." 

notion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

8£Ij£0T  committees. 

ScaxBiHO  Obdbbs. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Biehmond,  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Domett, 
Mr.  ailliea,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Carleton.and  Mr. 
WikoB. 

IdBBABT  ABD  PBOTixa.— Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
StaAud,  Mr.  FitBherbert,  Mr.  Domett,  Mr. 
Outetcn,  and  Ur.  O'Rodce. 

Samm^—Mx.  Onyhe,  Mr.  Hendanon,  Mz. 


Domett,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  and 
Mr.  Wilson. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
o'clock  p.m.  until  Tuesday  next. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  7th  Junt,  1861, 

Iieave  of  Abunoe— Select  Committees— Address  in 
Beply— First  Besdiog. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaebb  took  the  ohait  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSOH, 
leave  of  absence  was  granted  for  one  month  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Stabdiho  Obdxbs. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Kenny,  the  Hon.  Major  Biehmond,  and  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie. 

liiBaABY.  —  On  his  own  motion,  it  waa 
ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  b«  dis- 
charged from  the  Library  and  Printing  Oom- 
mittee,  and  that  the  name  of  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

ADDBES8  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved,  That  the 
following  Address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  reply  to  His  Exoellenoy^ 
Speech  on  opening  the  session : — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  lOTal  subjects,  the  Legi*- 
lative  Council  of  New  Zealand  in  Parliament 
assembled,  desire  respectfully  to  tender  our 
thanks  for  the  Speech  with  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  open  uie  present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly, 

"  We  unite  with  your  Excellency  in  cordiid 
acknowledgments  of  the  prompt  and  effioie^ 
support  you  have  received  from  the  Impeidal 
Government,  which  will  enable  your  Exoelleney 
to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  necessary  fw 
the  maintenance  of  Her  Majesty's  authority 
in  these  Islands,  and  for  the  suppression  of 
armed  insurrection ;  and  we  are  persuaded  the 
SAsistance  which  has  been  afforded  to  the  coloi^ 
will  tend  to  the  ultimate  welfare  of  both  races 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  will  strengtiien 
the  bonds  of  loyalty  which  attach  the  colony 
to  the  throne  and  person  of  Her  Majesty  and 
to  the  Mother-country. 

"We  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that 
whatever  measures  may  be  brought  before  tfajs 
Council  will  receive  our  most  careful  and 
serious  consideration. " 

The£[on.  Mr.  SWAINSON  said  he  had  great 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  detain  the  OounoU  with  any 
lengthened  observations,  either  on  the  Address 
itself,  or  on  the  Speech  with  which  His  Exod- 
lenoy  had  been  pleased  to  open  the  present 
f  arliam«it ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  exoeedr 
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ingly  anxious  to  avoid  disturbing  the  present 
momentary  calm  by  provoking  either  angry 
discussion  or  ill-timed  debate.  He  need  hardly 
assure  the  Council  that  he  regarded  the  present 
as  a  most  critical  time  in  the  history  of  the 
colony,  especially  with  reference  to  the  future 
relations  of  the  two  races  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. He  believed  that  it  would  require  not 
only  all  their  wisdom,  all  their  prudence,  and 
all  their  forbearance,  but  the  friendly  and 
cordial  co-operation  of  all  parties,  to  secure 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  object  of  all— the 
establishment  on  a  solid  foundation  of  a  sound 
and  lasting  peace.  For  this  reason  he  should 
refrain  from  entering  into  the  consideration  of 
any  portion  of  His  Bxcellency's  Speech  which 
might  appear  to  be  open  to  comment,  and 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  might 
fairly  be  made  the  subject  of  free  discussion. 
With  reference,  also,  to  the  terms  of  peace 
which  had  been  offered  to  the  various  bodies  of 
insurgents,  and  of  which  copies  had  been  laid 
before  them,  ho  thought  that  the  Council  wero 
virtually,  at  the  present  moment,precluded  from 
entering  into  the  discussion  of  them.  Speak- 
ing generally,  these  terms  had  not  as  yet  been 
either  accepted  or  rejected ;  and,  pending  their 
acceptance,  he  thought  the  Council  would  best 
consult  the  public  interest  by  refraining  from 
discussing  them.  Referring  to  the  statement 
in  the  Speech  in  which  they  were  informed 
that  the  "  Investigation  "  in  the  case  of  the 
debatable  land  at  Waitara  was  to  be  renewed, 
he  must  express  his  admiration  of  the  moral 
courage  displayed  by  the  Governor  in  thus 
publicly  making  the  avowal;  and  he  (Mr. 
Swainson)  felt  assured  that  the  same  manly 
spirit  which  had  dictated  that  avowal  would 
secure  that  the  true  points  at  issue  would  be 
folly  inquired  into,  and  that  the  inquiry  would 
be  submitted  to  a  tribunal  to  be  so  constituted 
as  to  deserve  the  public  confidence.  He  was 
glad  to  find  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Ooremment  again  to  call  together  a  general 
meeting  of  the  chiefs.  On  the  occasion  of 
the  recent  conference  at  Kohimarama,  His 
Kxoellency  had  done  him  (Mr.  Swainson) 
the  honour  to  ask  for  his  opinion  as  to  the 
means  by  which  it  might  be  turned  to  the 
most  profitable  account ;  and,  as  the  opinion 
he  had  then  given  was  equally  applicable  to 
the  meeting  now  in  contemplation,  he  would, 
with  their  permission,  read  an  extract  to  the 
Oonnoil ; — 

«'  With  reference  to  the  dissatisfaction  which 
ia  believed  to  exist  amongst  certain  of  the  tribes, 
and  to  the  desire  which  is  being  shown  by  them 
for  a  more  active  and  efficient  power  to  control 
them  in  their  relations  with  each  other,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  invitations  should  be  as 
inclusive  as  possible,  in  order  that  advantage 
may  be  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  ascertain 
what  amount  of  dissatisfaction  really  exists 
amongst  them,  what  is  the  ground  of  it,  and 
to  what  extent  it  prevails  amongst  them.  That 
the  occasion  may  be  turned  to  profitable  ac- 
count the  meeting  should  be  constantly  at- 
tended by  a  small  body  of  persons  commissioned 
to  represent  the  Qovemment,  and  who,  from 
Bon.  Mr.  SivainsoH 


their  high  standing  and  acquaintance  with  the 
Native  character  and  the  Native  language, 
may  be  likely  to  exercise  a  beneficial  influence 
on  its  proceedings.  They  should  be  fully  in^ 
structed  in  the  views  of  the  Government,  ready 
to  meet  objections,  to  correct  apprehensions 
and  misrepresentations,  to  explain  difficulties, 
to  enforce  what  may  be  reasonable  and  just. 
Before  attempting  to  apply  a  remedy  the  first 
great  object  should  be  to  ascertain  wl^t  is  really 
the  state  of  the  Native  mind  upon  the  aabjeet. 
Assuming  the  invitations  to  bo  general,  and 
that  they  are  generally  accepted,  it  will  prs- 
bably  be  found  that  the  assembled  chiefs  may 
be  divided  into  three  classes — (1)  thoae  wh» 
at  first  sight  may  appear  to  entertain  views- 
hardly  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of 
British  rule,  (2)  those  who  may  desire  some 
better  and  more  efficient  system  than  they  hava 
at  present  for  their  own  internal  government^ 
(3)  those  who  desire  no  change.  If  met  t^ 
reason  and  argument,  applied  in  a  patient  and 
friendly  spirit,  and  assured  that  they  may 
establish  any  system  for  their  own  internal  go- 
vernment not  inconsistent  with  the  ceneuml 
interests  of  the  rest  of  the  community,  I  oelieva 
those  of  the  first  class  who  may  still  desire  to- 
be  independent  of  British  rule  may  be  reduced 
to  a  very  insignificant  minority.  As  to  thoH 
of  the  second  class  who  may  desire  our  gaidanea 
and  assistance,  no  attempt  should  be  made 
either  to  establish,  as  to  details,  any  tinifotm 
plan  for  all  the  different  tribes,  or  to  'mp'^t* 
any  particular  system  in  any  particular  caaa, 
but  rather  to  assist  each  particular  tribe  to 
organize  a  system  which  may  be  agree&ble  ta 
themselves.  Nothing,  it  is  to  be  presmned,  in 
the  way  of  legislation  will  be  either  done  or 
attempted  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  chiefi; 
but  it  appears  to  be  desirable  that  a  rudiment- 
ary sketch  of  a  simple  system  of  Native  local 
self-government  should  be  prepared,  by  persona 
competent  to  the  task,  to  be  laid  before  tha 
meeting  for  their  consideration.  Much  will  ba 
gained  if  they  leave  the  meeting  with  the  c^m- 
viction  that  whenever  they  desire  some  better 
system  of  government  than  they  now  poeseaa 
the  Government  will  be  ree^y  to  aid  them  with 
advice  in  framing  it  and  with  contributions 
towards  the  support  of  Native  Mogistratea  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  If  judiciously  dealt  -wit^ 
I  believe  that  the  present  movement  in  the  Na- 
tive mind  may  be  turned  to  good  account,  and 
that  few  of  the  chiefs  who  have  ever  formally 
acknowledged  it  will  continue  tq  be  desiroua  M 
throwing  off  tie  sovereignty  of  the  Crown." 

With  regard  to  the  convention  which  it  waa 
now  proposed  to  call  together,  he  would  now 
only  add,  by  way  of  friendly  suggestion,  that 
measures  should  be  token  that  it  should  con- 
sist of  really  representative  men — chiefs  of  the 
greatest  influence  and  intelligence  from  all 
parts  of  the  country ;  that  special  efforts  should 
be  made  to  secure  the  attendance  of  those 
leading  men  who  were  supposed  to  be  least 
satisfied  with  our  rule ;  that  pains  should  be 
taken  to  encourage  them  to  give  full,  free,  and 
undisguised  expression  to  their  real  thoughts; 
and  that  they  should  be  assured  that  in  their 
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ralations  Tvith  each  other,  so  to  as  might  he 
oonsistent  with  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
Grown  and  the  general  interests  of  the  colony, 
tiiey  might,  if  they  desired  it,  govern  them- 
selves by  themselves,  and  that  we  would  aid 
them  in  that  object,  both  with  money  and  with 
man.  How  shall  we  secure  from  an  intelligent, 
independent,  and  warlike  race  of  people  a  will- 
ing obedience  to  our  rule  ?  That  was  the  practi- 
cal problem  which  at  this  moment  was  waiting 
(or  solution.  Ho  believed  that  the  Council  were 
not  only  unanimous  as  to  the  object  they  had 
in  view,  but  that,  if  they  could  come  to  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  in  a  calm  and 
dispassionate  spirit,  they  would  not  diSer  very 
materially  as  to  the  means  to  be  taken  for 
securing  its  accomplishment.  He  believed  that 
the  Council  -would  agree  with  him  that  the 
willing  obedience  of  a  free  people  could  not  be 
secured  simply  by  the  sword.  By  a  ruinous 
sacrifice  of  property,  by  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  and  after  a  lengthened  period  of  miser- 
able warfare,  we  could,  no  doubt,  succeed  in 
decimating  the  Maori  race ;  but  by  doing  so 
diould  we  succeed  in  rendering  the  remainder 
good  subjects  of  the  Crown?  For  himself,  he 
believed  that  their  last  state  would  be  worse 
than  their  first — that  they  would  be  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  a  sullen,  discontented,  and 
daifgerons  class,  whom  it  would  then  be  im- 
'  possible  to  govern  excepting  by  the  sword — a 
consummation  which  would  prove  of  little  ad- 
vantage to  the  colony  itself,  and  which  would 
do  but  little  credit  to  the  wisdom  of  our  rule. 
But  let  the  Natives  be  practically  taught  that 
our  wisdom  was  greater  than  their  own,  that  our 
laws  were  better  than  their  laws,  and  that  our 
rule  was  likely  to  be  better  than  their  own ;  let 
care  be  taken  to  satisfy  them  that  we  were  really 
in  earnest  in  desiring  their  advancement,  we 
dionld  then  at  least  have  fairly  endeavoured  to 
fulfil  the  obligations  we  have  undertaken  in 
tiieir  favour,  and  we  should  at  the  same  time 
have  taken  what  he  believed  to  be  the  most 
likely  means  of  removing  from  their  minds  any 
desire  which  they  at  present  entertained  for 
the  eatablishment  of  a  separate  nationality  in- 
dependent of  the  Crown. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  6IBBES  saad  he 
eonld  not  allow  the  Address  to  be  adopted  with- 
imt  ofiering  a  few  observations  upon  it.  There 
was  one  merit  which  he  must  allow  to  the  Ad- 
dress, and  that  was  its  shortness — a  merit,  in- 
deed, which  would  have  been  much  increased 
if  it  had  been  still  shorter,  and  if  it  had  con- 
■isted  of  only  the  first  paragraph.  He  wea 
oertainly  glad  to  see  that  the  framers  of  the 
Address  had  deviated  from  the  old  practice  of 
re-echoing  every  idea  and  sentence  in  the  open- 
ing Speech,  but  still  he  thought  there  might 
always  be  some  pointe  of  especial  interest 
which  might  call  for  notice;  and  in  this  in- 
stance in  particular  there  was  one  of  marked 
in^rtance — the  declaration  of  the  Governor 
ts  the  Waikato  tribes.  This  was  a  subject  on 
which  he  considered  that  the  Council  ought  to 
have  expressed  an  opinion ;  but  he  was  notsnr- 
posed  at  its  having  been  passed  over  in  silence, 
Ma  poorer,  weaker,  mors  milk-and-watery  com- 


position he  had  never  read.  He  hoped  ha 
should  not  be  considered  as  wanting  in  respect 
to  the  Governor  in  making  use  of  these  terms, 
as  he  felt  convinced  that  if  His  Excellency  had 
drawn  up  the  declaration  he  would  have  dona 
so  in  five  or  six  pithy  sentences,  instead  of 
which,  here  was  a  tissue  of  wordyism  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  make  intelligible  to  the 
Natives,  and  which,  if  they  took  the  troubls 
to  read  it  half  through,  they  would  fling  asids 
with  contempt.  Ho  repeated,  the  QovemoE 
would  have  treated  the  subject  in  a  far  different 
style  from  that  of  the  declaration,  and  in  a  few 
plain  short  sentences,  of  which  tiie  significant 
meaning  to  the  Natives  would  have  been, "  Yoa 
have  done  wrong,  you  know  it,  and  you  murt 
pay  for  it."  But  he  (Sir  Osborne  Gibbea) 
would  examine  shortly  one  or  two  passages  ox 
the  declaration.  It  told  the  Maoris  that  snb> 
mission  to  the  Queen  would  be  required  of 
them ;  but  it  pointed  out  no  way  in  which  that 
submission  was  to  be  proved,  or  in  which  re- 
sistance was  to  be  punished.  It  also  talked  of 
the  restitution  of  plunder  ;  but  could  anything 
be  so  absurd  as  an  idea  which  involved  the 
restoration  of  the  thousands  of  cattle  and  of 
sheep  which  had  been  destroyed  or  consumed 
by  the  rebels  ?  In  short,  there  was  an  evasive, 
ness  about  the  whole  document  which  was 
indicative  of  weakness  and  timidity,  and  way 
in  accordance  with  the  wavering  policy  of  th» 
Government  since  the  commencement  of  th» 
war,  which  showed  them  ever 

Willing  to  wound,  bat  yet  afraid  to  strike, 
and  endeavouring  to  suppress  insurrection  by 
any  means  or  any  measure  but  recourse  to  ths 
strong  arm  of  power  and  law.  He  would  there- 
fore now  only  propose  the  following  amend- 
ment, or,  rather,  addition  to  the  Address :  "  Ws 
trust  the  conditions  offered  by  your  Excellency 
to  the  Waikato  tribes  will  be  cheerfully  ao- 
cepted  and  faithfully  fulfilled  by  them,  and 
that  they  will  thus  obviate  the  necessity  of 
recourse  to  the  sole  alternative  which  will 
otherwise  be  left  to  your  Excellency." 

Amendment  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  OUT> 
FIELD. 
The  Council  divided  on  the  amendment. 

Atxs,  3. 

Outfield 

Qibbes. 


Noxs,  9. 
Richmond    .      Swainson 
Russell,  Watts  Tancred 
Salmon  Whitakec. 


Amey 
Baillie 
Kenny 

Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  ordered,  That  the  Hon.  the  Speaitf 
do  present  the  said  Address  to  His  Excellenoy 
the  Governor,  accompanied  by  such  membeia 
of  this  Council  aa  shall  see  fit  to  accompany 
him. 

FIRST  READING, 
liaw  Practitioners  Bill. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL; 

Monday,  10th  June,  1861. 
Bills  Introdaoed— Law  PraetltloneTS  Bill. 


The  Hon.  ihe  Sfxakxb  took  the  ohftii  at 
two  o'clock. 

BILLS INTRODUOED. 
Xiond  Begistiy  Amendment  Bill,  Sorvey  Oor- 
zeotion  BUI. 

LAW  PBAOTinONEBS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill, 
stated  that  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion wonld  only  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
present  session,  and  that  fresh  legislation  was 
merefore  requisite  to  keep  it  alive.  The  Bill 
was  of  necessity  of  a  technical  nature.  It 
fimply  consolidated  the  law  of  New  Zealand  as 
at  present  existing  on  the  subject,  and  adopted 
tile  English  practice  where  applicable.  It  pro- 
posed Shlso  that  certain  fees  should  be  paid  on 
admission  to  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  for 
its  exercise,  which  it  was  intended  to  devote  to 
the  formation  of  a  law  library,  the  want  of 
vhich  had  been  much  felt.  A  great  advantage 
of  the  proposed  Bill  was,  that  all  the  law  re- 
lating to  barristers  and  solicitors  in  New  Zea- 
land would  now  be  in  one  Act. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNEY  seconded 
the  motion.  He  considered  the  Bill  of  the 
cceatest  advantage.  It  was  dearly  desirable 
Uiat  the  profession  of  the  law  should  be  under 
«ertain  specific  regulations; \ for  lawyers  had 
the  greateist  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  their 
clients,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  that  the 
«ommuniW  should  have  a  safeguard  in  the 
libility  and  competence  of  their  legal  advisers. 
This  Bill  had  beien  framed  on  a  report  of  the 
Judges,  who  would  have  been  inclined  to  make 
its  provisions  more  stringent,  but  that  persons 
had  been  already  admitted  to  the  practice  oi 
the  profession  under  existing  laws,  such  as  the 
Supreme  CSourt  Procedure  Act  and  the  Scotch 
Law  Practitioners  Act,  and  they  could  not, 
therefore,  put  on  fresh  restrictions,  and  so  shut 
the  door  the  Legislature  had  opened.  0?he 
Bill  proposed  a  division  of  the  profession,  which 
he  thought  desirable,  as  it  would  create  a  pure 
bar,  so  to  speak,  as  distinguished  from  solicitors 
and  attorneys.  Practically,  great  inconveni- 
ence was  found  from  one  person  exercising 
iioth  branches  of  the  profession.  The  solicitor 
bad  the  entire  confidence  of  the  client — a  con- 
fidence held  sacred  by  the  law — and  it  was 
found  very  embarrassing  when  a  solicitor  had 
to  conduct  a  case  in  Court  as  a  barrister.  Be- 
•ides,  a  division  would  get  meq  of  higher  calibre 
M  barristers.  With  reference  to  the  examina- 
tion proposed,  there  always  had  been  power  to 
*  Judge  to  examine  a  candidate  for  admission 
if  he  thought  proper;  but  this  power  might  be 
exercised  unfairly  to  the  individual.  A  Judge 
Blight  touch,  not  on  those  points  on  which  edu- 
cation had  been  most  complete,  but  on  those 
<m  which  it  had  been  most  incomplete;  ha 


might  find  out,  not  what  the  candidate  knew, 
but  only  what  he  did  not  know.  The  proposed 
examination  was  to  be  not  only  legal,  but  alio 
literary  and  mathematical,  sjid  the  Judgw 
wonld  require  some  assistance.  It  was  there- 
fore proposed  that  they  should  be  able  to  eill 
in  the  aid  of  persons  accustomed  to  the  task  to 
assist  in  the  examination. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  briefly  concurtad 
in  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amej. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Counoil  with 
amendments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuetday,  Uth  Juru,  1861. 


Bill  Introdnoed—NewBpapen— Military  Stores— FfaM 
BeadingB-Ijaw  Praotitionen  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  it 
two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

BILL  INTBODUOED. 
Advances  to  Agents  BiU. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  OIBBES  moved, 
That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Library  Oom- 
inittee  to  endeavour  to  provide  for  the  regular 
filing,  in  the  Library  of  uie  Qeneral  Assembly, 
of  copies  of  at  least  two  of  the  newspt^MB 
published  periodically  in  the  colony,  begmning 
witii  the  period  of  the  introduction  of  represen- 
tative institutions  in  the  country,  or,  at  all 
events,  with  the  commencement  of  the  yeat 
1860.  He  strongly  urged  upon  the  Council  the 
importance  of  having  some  authentic  record  of 
the  early  political  history  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  explained  that 
copies  of  the  vakions  papers  pnbhshed  in  the 
colony  were  already  filed  m  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary's Office,  and  were  available  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly.  It  was  a  question  whether 
it  were  worth  while  to  have  duplicate  copies. 
He  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  ths 
words  "endeavour  to  provide"  be  omitted, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  "  inquiie 
into  the  propriety  of  providing." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  made  a  few  re- 
marks, suggesting  that  it  might  be  better  to 
have  ihe  mes  of  pa^rs  transferred  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office  to  the  Library  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  STORES. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNS 
GIBBES,  it  was  ordered.  That  all  oorrespond- 
enoe  and  papers  having  reference  to  an  aUegel 
sale  of  gunpowder  to  the  Natives  by  Mr.  Mail- 
ing, of  Hokianga,  in  the  month  of  JanoazT, 
tius  year,  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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FIRST  BEADHraS. 
Intni  Begistiy  Amendment  Bill,  Smrey  Cot- 
xeeiianBiU. 

LAW  PRACTITIONEKS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved  the  third 
leading  of  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  AKNEY  moved,  as 
an  amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  alteration,  and  consideration  of  certain  sec- 
tions which  it  had  been  thought  right  to  omit 
yesterday.  The  alteration  would  only  be  that 
■eotions  53  and  54,  which  rendered  barristers 
and  solicitors,  mider  certain  circumstances, 
liable  to  penalties,  should  not  come  into 
operation  until  the  10th  January,  1862,  in- 
stead of  the  1st  October,  1861,  when  it  WM 
proposed  that  tHe  rest  of  the  Bill  should 
become  operative.  It  was  desirable  that  sec- 
tions 55  and  56,  which  had  been  omitted 
yesterday,  should  be  read  to  the  Council, 
because,  although  they  referred  to  fees  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  under  the  authority  of  the 
Act,  these  fees  would  not  become  port  of  the 
general  revenue,  but  were  to  be  appropriated 
by  order  of  the  Judges  towards  the  formation 
of  a  law  library  in  the  capital  town  of  the  pro- 
vince in  which  they  were  raised.  It  was  there- 
fore quite  proper  for  the  Council  to  deal  with 
the  subject. 

Bill  recommitted,  farther  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Comtcil  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 
three  o'clock  pan. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  11th  June,  1861. 


Ooldflelds  — Election  Petition  —  Military  Defence— 
PriTKte  Grievances — Address  to  Her  Majesty- 
Canterbury  and  Otaco  Boundary  Bill— Chair- 
man of  Committees— -Timani— Address  in  Beply 
— New  Writ— Beslgnation. 

Mr.  Sfbakkb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbazxbs. 

GOLDFIELDS. 
Mr.  A.  3.  KICHMOiiD,  in  asking  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
Qovemment  to  proclaim  the  Whangapeka  and 
Tiindis  Ooldfields,  under  the  provisions  of  "  The 
Ooldfields  Acts,  1858-1860,"  said,— My  object, 
Sir,  in  asking  this  question  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  is  to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the 
Government  with  respect  to  those  newly-dis- 
covered goldfields,  and  to  point  out  that,  if  it  is 
not  their  intention  to  proclaim  these  goldfields 
under  the  Goldfields  Act,  they  will  be  doing  a 
great  injustice  to  the  Golden  Bay  District,  by 
not  placing  ail  goldfields  on  the  same  footing ; 
far  it  is  obvious  that  diggers  will  be  attracted 
away  from  Golden  Bay  to  those  districts  where 
they  are  subject  to  no  tax  or  restriction  what- 
ever. As  a  proof  of  what  I  have  just  stated,  I 
may  mention  that  in  the  begiiining  of  the 


year  there  were  upwards  of  two  hundred  aotual 
diggers  in  Golden  Bay,  and  now  I  can  safely 
state  that  their  numbers  hardly  reach  a  hun- 
dred, so  great  has  been  the  nuh  to  Whanga- 
peka. If,  therefore,  the  Government  have  oom*- 
to  the  determination  not  to  proclaim  those  new 
goldfields  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  Z 
trust  they  will  take  steps  to  amend  the  existLofp 
law  so  as  tp  make  the  now  compulsory  taUng- 
out  of  a  miner's  right  only  optional,  as  tha 
Austntlian  Governments  have  found  it  expe- 
dient to  do.  In  making  this  alteration  in  &• 
law  the  Government  will  only  be  doing  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  Gtolden  Bay  District,  by 
placing  all  the  goldfields  in  the  colony  on  the 
same  footing. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  replied  that  he  oonld  not 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  that  the 
payment  of  £1  for  a  miner's  right  would  either  ° 
attach  diggers  to  one  goldfield  or  prevent  them 
from  running  from  one  goldfield  to  another, 
the  payment  being  so  small  in  proportion  to  » 
digger's  profits.  The  rush  to 'Whangapeka  was 
more  likely  to  have  arisen  from  its  being  a  rioh 
goldfield  near  to  the  place  of  residence  of  those 
who  went  to  it,  and  to  the  fact  of  the  nuggets 
being  larger  than  at  Massacre  Bay.  Apparently ' 
an  unproclaimed  goldfield  had  an  advantag* 
over  a  proclaimed  one ;  but  the  latter  had  its. 
eulvantages,  as  giving  a  digger  an  undisputed 
right  to  e.  piece  of  ground,  and  conferring  the 
franchise  —  privileges  not  enjoyed  where  the 
goldfield  was  unproclaimed ;  indeed,  where  great 
numbers  were  gathered  together  the  absence 
of  such  a  proclamation  -was  no  advantage,  for 
regulations  providing  for  law  and  order  were 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  individuals. 
The  Qovemment  did  not  intend  to  proclaim 
the  Whangapeka  a  goldfield  immediately,  ot: 
without  reference  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Nelson,  who  had  some  time  since  stated  that 
an  immediate  proclamation  was  not  advisable 
— first,  because  it  was  not  yet  sufiaoiently 
tested,  and  there  were  many  persons  prospect- 
ing, who  would,  if  it  were  proolaimea,  be  con- 
fined to  a  few  feet  of  ground ;  and  also  because 
he  was  about  to  propose  to  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature to  vote  a  sum  of  money  for  making  roads 
to  openup  the  district.  These  reasons  appeared 
just ;  and  a  further  communication  would  be 
made  to  the  Superintendent  of  Nelson,  who 
might  have  the  powers  of  the  Goldfields  Act 
delegated  to  him.  With  respect  to  the  Lindis 
Pass  diggings,  they  were  of  comparatively 
recent  date.  With  the  information  of  theic 
discovery  the;  had  received  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Otago  suggestions  of  measures  for 
preserving  peace  and  order ;  for  the  Superinten- 
dent thought  it  likely  some  thousands  would 
be  attracted  there  after  the  winter— even  now 
three  hundred  people  were  located  there,  in 
spite  of  the  known  fact  that  the  snow  was  on 
the  pound  and  no  fuel  nor  food  was  to  be 
obtamed.  The  Government  had  therefore  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  advise  His  Excellency  to 
delegate  to  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  all 
the  powers  which  he  could  delegate.  That  had 
been  done ;  therefore  if  circumstances,  in  tiie 
opinion  of  the  Provincial  Qovemment,  made 
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H  desirable,  the  Provincial  Govemment  had 
power  to  proclaim  it  a  goldfield. 

ELECTION  PETITION. 

Hi.  WILLIAMSON  presented  a  petition 
bom  John  Webster  and  others,  electors  of 
the  Bay  of  Islands  District,  praying  that  the 
cetum  of  Hugh  Carleton,  Esq.,  as  member  for 
that  district  might  be  declared  void,  aad  that 
s  new  writ  of  election  be  issued.  He  moved, 
!rhat  the  petition  be  received,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Petitions. 

Mr.  CAKLETON  inquired  whether  Standing 
Order  No.  163  had  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  no  returns  in  pursuance 
of  Standing  Order  No.  153  had  been  placed  in 
his  hands,  and  he  could  not  therefore  com- 
mnnioate  them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CARLETON  rose  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  thd  point  of  order.  He  would  confine 
himself  to  the  fewest  possible  words ;  but  re. 
^nested  honourable  members  to  give  their 
serious  attention  to  a  question  which  affected 
'the  position  of  every  honourable  member  in  the 
House.  He  did  not  complain  of  the  petition 
against  his  return,  but  he  did  complain  that 
ihe  petition  hod  been  kept  a  secret  from  him 
until  the  beginning  of  the  session.  Standing 
Order  No.  151  provided  that  certain  forms  should 
i>e  complied  with,  and  Order  No.  155  required 
that  copies  of  the  petition  should  be  served — 
the  first  within  a  month  from  the  declaration 
of  the  poll,  the  second  within  a  fortnight  from 
that  time.  He  complained  that  these  Stand- 
•ing  Orders  had  not  been  complied  with,  and 
therefore  contended  that  the  petition  could  not 
be  received.  If  the  petition  against  his  retam 
were  received  by  the  House,  what  would  be  the 
Tesult?  Why,  in  the  case  of  an  honourable 
member  from  Otago,  the  petition  might  be 
Jcept  secret  from  him  until  he  came  to  Auck- 
land and  took  his  seat  in  the  House,  and  he 
ihen  would  be  compelled  either  to  face  the 
Election  Committee  without  evidence,  or  else 
be  must  obtain  leave  of  the  House  to  return  to 
Otago  and  procure  evidence  to  rebut  the  allega- 
tions in  the  petition,  as  well  as  to  provide  for 
the  proper  scrutiny  of  the  roll.  He  would  not 
suppose  that  leave  would  be  withheld,  yet  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold 
■it.  He  had  put  the  case  to  the  Otago  mem- 
bers because  they  were  furthest  off  from  their 
province ;  but  the  same  arguments  applied 
-equally  to  all  the  members  of  that  House : 
■and  no  honourable  gentleman  could  tell  how 
many  petitions  against  the  return  of  members 
vere  in  the  pockets  of  certain  persons  at  that 
moment.  He'  never  would  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  a  technical  point  to  defeat  the  petition 
were  it  not  that  the  petition  itself  was  an 
^attempt  to  establish  a  fraudulent  vote  upon 
technical  grounds.  It  was  an  attempt  to  esta- 
blish the  vote  of  a  man  who  was  not  the  free- 
holder— who  did  not  hold  the  claim,  in  fact — 
against  the  real  freeholder,  a  man  of  the  same 
name.  The  title-deeds  could  be  produced  in 
'proof.  The  technical  point  was  that  the  man 
on  whoso  account  the  petition  was  got  up — 
^at  least,  as  he  unblushingly  alleged — bad  put 
Mr.  Stafford 


in  the  claim — that  is  to  say,  a  claim  derived 
from  another  man's  land — a  claim  which  he 
(Mr.  Carleton)  thought  it  would  be  difiScnlt 
to  prove.  He  felt  justified  in  opposing  one 
technicality  by  another  in  this  matter ;  thou^ 
he  had  no  fear  of  the  petition,  for  he  believed 
a  scrutiny  would  place  him  in  a  higher  posi- 
tion at  the  poll  than  he  now  occupied.  He 
would  now  go  into  the  question,  confining  him- 
self to  the  dry  point  of  law,  amd  in  doing  eo 
would  pledge  nimself  not  to  endeavour  to  mis- 
lead the  House,  or  to  use  a  single  argument 
about  the  validity  of  which  he  was  not  fully 
convinced,  or  in  which  he  was  not  supported 
by  the  best  legal  advice  he  could  obtain.  He 
had  been  informed  that  the  argument  on  the 
other  side  would  be  that  the  Standing  Orders 
did  not  exist  between  two  Parliaments ;  that 
one  House  could  not  make  orders  for  another 
House.  [The  honourable  member  proceeded 
to  demonstrate  the  contrary,  quoting  from 
May's  "Parliamentary  Practice,"  page  151.] 
What,  moreover,  would  be  the  result  if  the 
Standing  Orders  had  become  extinct  ?  Why, 
any  number  of  private  Bills  might  be  intro- 
duced on  the  first  day  of  the  session  without 
the  proper  notices  having  been  given.  And 
what  were  the  Orders  coneeming  election  peti- 
tions intended  for,  if  they  did  not  apply  to 
general  elections  after  a  dissolution  7  He  bad 
pledged  himself  to  lay  the  whole  case  before 
the  House,  and  would  now  proceed  to  make  a 
much  stronger  case  against  nimself.  It  might 
be  argued  that  the  Election  Petitions  Act  alto- 
gether superseded  the  Standing  Orders  made 
in  that  behtdf.  Before  entering  into  that  ques- 
tion it  would  be  necessary  to  explain  to  the 
new  members  what  was  the  real  nature  of  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. In  the  House  of  Commons  the  Standing 
Orders  were  mere  forms  of  procedure  over  whioh 
the  House  had  control,  having  been  mode  by 
themselves  alone  ;  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
New  Zealand  they  were  statute  law,  and  could 
only  be  repealed  by  a  new  statute.  They  were 
enacted  by  the  House  and  the  Governor  con- 
jointly, and  were,  in  fact,  part  of  the  Cnnstitn- 
tion  Act.  [The  honourable  gentleman  then 
read  section  52  of  the  Constitution  Act,  which 
declared  that  the  Standing  Orders,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  should  become  binding 
■and  of  force.]  And  even  after  that  they  were 
to  be  subject  to  confirmation  or  disallowance 
by  Her  Majesty — of  such  importance  were  they 
held  to  be  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
Act.  No  one  would  deny  that  the  electoral 
regulations,  mode  by  Governor  Grey  alone, 
under  a  provision  of  that  Act,  were  statute  law, 
for  they  became  a  part  of  the  Act — a  fortiori 
the  Standing  Orders,  made  by  the  Governor 
and  the  House.  This  being  established,  the 
question  remained  how  far  the  Orders  wore 
affected  by  the  Election  Petitions  Act.  [The 
honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  show  that 
the  Act  was  merely  supplementary  to  the 
Orders  ;  that  if  not  it  was  a  gross  blunder,  and 
that  an  amended  Act  would  be  necessary  ;  that 
if  construed  together  with  the  Orders  it  was 
good  and  complete,  unless  the  House  stultified 
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it  by  vote;  and  that  the  reason  why  the  Act 
did  not  provide  for  nerving  early  notice  of 
petition  was  that  the  Standing  Orders  had 
almdy  done  so.]  A  qnestion  might  be  raised 
whether,  if  the  Act  came  into  conBict  with  the 
Orders,  it  would  not  supersede  them.  He 
irould  admit  that ;  but  there  were  certainly 
portions  of  the  Orders  which  did  not  conflict, 
and  those  had  to  be  observed.  For  instance, 
notwithstanding  the  1st  clause  of  the  Act,  that 
"every  petition  complaining,"  Ac,  "shall  be 
deemed  an  election  petition,"  it  was  clear  that 
the  petition  must  be  in  writing,  in  the  English 
or  Uaori  language,  and  so  forth.  Now,  if  those 
Standing  Orders  held  good,  how  many  others 
would  equally  hold  good?  It  was  clear  to 
him  that  the  only  Orders  affected  were  those 
headed  "Hearing  of  Election  Petitions,"  corre- 
sponding to  the  words  in  the  title  of  the  Act, 
"Trial  of  Election  Petitions" — that  is,  during 
session ;  but  that  the  Orders  from  14S  to  1S5,  pro- 
viding for  notices,  Ac,  before  the  session,  bfeld 
good.  Also  those  fix>m  40  to  54.  Surely  a  petition 
could  not  be  presented  orally  in  the  House ; 
and  yet  that  would  be  the  case  if  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  were  superseded.  The  honourable 
member  then  said  he  had  termed  the  petition 
an  underhand  proceeding ;  but  he  wished  dis- 
tinedy  to  exonerate  his  opponent  at  the  elec- 
tion from  all  blame.  That  gentleman  knew 
nothing  about  it,  and  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  believed 
had  never  intended  to  petition.  He  would 
also  exonerate  the  petitioners  from  the  charge 
of  secrecy.  The  whole  affair  was  got  up  by 
other  parties,  who  bad  endeavoured  to  take  an 
mifair  advantage.  That  was  why  he  felt  justi- 
fied in  defeating  the  attempt  by  a  technical 
objection.  So  far  from  having  had  any  objec- 
tiims  to  a  new  election,  he  would  have  willingly 
gone  to  the  country  again  immediately  after 
the  declaration  of  the  poll — not  much  credit  to 
him,  certainly,  for  he  was  sure  of  a  large  ma- 
johiy— but  that  he  could  not  resign,  there  being 
no  Speaker  to  resign  to.  Now  he  should  have 
to  contest  it  on  the  new  roll.  He  bod  offered, 
at  the  time  when  the  question  arose  about  the 
voter  under  the  qualification  previously  re- 
ferred to,  to  abandon  the  vote  that  had  been 
recorded  {or  him,  and  to  allow  the  other  vote 
to  be  recorded  in  favour  of  bis  opponent,  leaving 
it  to  the  casting-vote  of  the  Returning  Officer, 
withoDt  having  the  slightest  idea  which  way 
that  would  be  given;  but  that  gentleman  said 
he  had  no  power  to  reject  the  votes.  He  (Mr. 
Carleton)  had  stated  his  reasons  for  taking  a 
technical  objection  ;  and  he  believed  that  those 
who  kept  the  petition  a  secret  had  outwitted 
themselves. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  argument 
nised  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
•f  Islands  against  himself  was  new  to  him ; 
bat  it  certainly  was  a  question  of  impor- 
ance  whether  the  Standing  Orders  were  super- 
seded in  whole  or  in  part  by  "The  Elec- 
tion Petitions  Act,  1858."  He  (Mr.  Richmond) 
would  not  presume  to  offer  any  observations 
upon  the  very  learned  argument  they  had 
heard  regarding  the  law  of  the  qnestion,  further 
Ihan  to  sa,y  that  it  was  a  proper  subject  for 


inquiry  by  the  House,  to  ascertain  the  precise 
facts.  The  honourable  member  need  not  have 
apologised  for  taking  advantage  of  a  technical 
point  to  defeat  the  petition  ;  for  in  these  times 
honourable  members  were  justified  in  defend- 
ing their  seats  on  technical  as  well  as  other 
grounds.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  did  not  wonder 
at  the  Returning  Officer  refusing  to  accept  of 
the  offer  so  gallantly  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  he  could 
well  imagine  the  Returning  Officer  using  the 
words  of  the  old  song — 

How  happy  oonld  I  be  with  either 
Were  t'other  dear  charmer  away  I 

The  Government  were  desirous  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  fully  heard  and  decided,  as  it 
was  one  of  considerable  importance ;  but  they 
only  had  heard  one  side  of  the  question.  He 
had  expected  that  the  honourable  member  who 
presented  the  petition  would  have  replied  to 
the  arguments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands;  but  he  had  not  done  so, 
and  it  would  be  bis  (Mr.  Richmond's)  duty 
therefore  to  move,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  petition  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Carleton, 
be  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Standing 
Orders,  to  report  whether  the  petition  is  re- 
ceivable by  this  House  ;  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
struction to  the  Committee  to  report  specially 
whether  the  Standing  Orders  upon  election 
petitions,  or  any  and  which  of  them,  are  re- 
pealed or  superseded  by  "The  Election  Peti- 
tions Act,  1858." 

Mr.  CARLETON  fully  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member's  proposition,  but  he  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  more  strictly  in  order 
if  notice  were  given  to-day  to  move  to-morrow 
that  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed the  General  Election  Committee.. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  merely  pro- 
posed that  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
should  report  on  the  point  of  order.  It  might 
turn  out  that  they  had  no  legal  mode  of  pro- 
cedure at  all,  but  had  come  to  one  of  those 
dead-locks  of  which  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  was  so  fond. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  second  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  As  a  question 
of  order  had  been  raised,  he  had  no  objection 
to  that  question  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee mentioned,  especially  as  he  was  not 
prepared  to  argue  the  points  urged  by  the 
sitting  member  against  the  reception  of  the 
petition.  It  was  since  he  (Mr.  Williamson) 
had  taken  his  seat  in  the  House  that  morning 
that  he  hod  received  a  letter,  marked  "  Imme- 
diate," requesting  him  to  present  the  petition, 
which,  the  letter  informed  him,  was  to  be  foimd 
in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  th6  House.  He 
wished  to  say,  however,  with  reference  to  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber petitioned  against  as  to  the  danger  of  peti- 
tions being  kept  secret  from  members  affected 
by  them,  that  m  this  cose  no  secret  was  made 
of  the  matter.  He  understood  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  well  aware  immediately  after 
the  election  that  his  return  would  be  disputed. 
And  as  to  the  assertion  that  the  petition  had 
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neither  originated  with  the  defeated  candidate 
nor  with  the  petitioners—— 

Mr.  CARLBTON  said  he  took  care  not  to 
oast  blame  on  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  understood  the  honoor- 
able  member  to  say  that  he  believed  the  peti- 
tion did  not  proceed  from  the  petitioners,  but 
originated  in  another  quarter.  He  (Mr.  Wil- 
liamson) thought  that  that  was  casting  blame 
on  the  persons  whose  names  were  attached  to 
the  petition.  He  could  inform  the  House  that 
the  gentleman,  Mr.  Webster,  whose  name  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  list  of  petitioners 
had  come  to  Auckland  from  Hokianga,  was 
sow  there,  and  had  complied  with  all  t£at  was 
required  by  the  Election  Petitions  Act  in  order 
to  have  the  petition  in  question  brought  before 
the  House,  and  remained  in  Auckland  prepared 
to  prosecute  it  before  any  Committee  that 
might  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  it.  He  (Mr. 
Williamson)  believed  it  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
electors  of  uie  district  to  which  the  petitioners 
belonged  to  have  another  opportunity  of  choos- 
ing their  representative;  and,  if  it  were  so 
.decided  by  the  House  that  a  new  election 
■hould  take  place,  the  present  sitting  member 
would  not,  as  he  had  stated,  be  placed  nnder 
the  disadvantage  of  going  to  a  constituency 
formed  onder  a  new  roll,  inasmuch  as  the  new 
roll  would  not  be  mrepared  sooner  than  Septem- 
ber or  October.  The  petitioners,  having  been 
advised  that  the  Standing  Orders  had  been 
snperseded  by  the  Election  Petitions^Act,  had 
paid  no  regard  to  them,  but  conducted  their 
petition  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  Act, 
the  petitioner  whose  name  headed  the  list  hav- 
ing entered  into  the  necessary  bonds,  in  order 
to  leave  nothing  undone,  lest  investigation  by 
the  House  should  be  prevented. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  suggested  that  the 
name  of  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
be  discharged  from  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— It  is  needless :  he  cannot 
serve. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

MILXTARY  DEFENCE. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  question  of  the  military  defence  of  New 
Zealand ;  with  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records ;  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Williamson,  Colonel  Nixon,  Dr.  Featherston, 
Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Eyes,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Domett, 
Mr.  McOlashan,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  and  the  mover. 
In  moving  the  appointment  of  this  Committee 
he  wished  the  House  clearly  to  understand 
the  object  that  he  had  in  view.  It  was  to 
consider  what  forces  were  required  to  insure 
a  fair  amount  of  protection  to  the  different 
centres  of  population  ;  how  those  forces  should 
be  composed ;  and  what  amount  of  expenditure, 
with  that  object,  the  colony  could  bear.  It 
would  be  evident  to  honourable  members  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  a  Committee 
oould  not  be  appointed  on  a  more  important 
subject— coming  home,  in  fact,  to  the  question 
of  the  protection  of  the  life  and  property  of  the 
Mr  Williamton 


inhabitants  of  this  Island.  For  the  lastfonx 
or  five  years  demands  had  been  made  by  Uw 
Imperial  authorities  that  the  colonists  snoold 
assist  in  maintaining  Her  Majesty's  troops 
here.  The  Colonial  Oovemment  had  hitheito 
replied  that  they  were  unable  to  meet  any  of 
those  demands  which  had  not  been  previous^ 
sanctioned  by  the  Legislature ;  and  this  hsd 
somewhat  grumblingly  been  admitted  as  a 
reason  for  not  paying  the  moneys  demanded. 
But  the  whole  subject  ooald  be  no  longer  post- 
poned. The  Imperial  authorities  should  con- 
clusively be  informed  of  two  things — what 
amount  of  protection  the  colony  absolutely  re- 
quired, and  what  amount  it  could  oontrilinte 
in  future  towards  maintaining  that  protection, 
whether  afforded  by  colonial  forces  or  by  Hsr 
Majesty's  regular  troops.  This  would  specially 
apply  to  the  future,  for,  nnder  present  circoin- 
stuices,  no  conclusive  or  permanent  arrange- 
ment could  be  meAe  as  to  the  maintenance  of 
Her  Majesty's  troops,  ships  of  war,  &o.,  till  the 
return  to  a  normal  state  of  things.  A(  the 
present  moment  there  were  a  great  number  of 
troops  here ;  and  the  reasons  for  keeping  them 
here  would  be  considered  and  ac^d  on  by 
the  Imperial  authorities,  inasmuch  as  thos* 
measures  most  intiniately  concerned  Imperial 
interests.  A  short  time  might  or  might  not 
suffice  to  bring  an  end  to  the  present  stat* 
of  affairs ;  and  then  would  come  the  qoas- 
tion.  How  much  will  the  colony  contribatt 
towards  the  expense  of  Her  Majesty's  forces 
ordinarily  and  continuously  stationed  hersf 
He  therefore  proposed  that  the  labours  of  the 
Committee  should  be  divided  into  three  heads: 
First,  to  determine,  as  far  as  possible,  what 
was  the  strength  of  the  force  required  to  be 
maintained  in  certain  portions  of  the  colony; 
secondly,  what  should  be  the  character  of  that 
force,  and  in  what  proportions  it  should  be  com- 
posed of  Her  Majesty's  tro&ps  anfl  of  colonial 
forces;  and,  thirdly,  what  amount,  for  the 
future,  after  the  colony  had  returned  to  its 
ordinary  condition,  would  be  a  fair  oontribn- 
tion  for  the  colony  to  pay  regularly  for  militaiy 
defence  daring  an  ordinary  state  of  affaiis. 
He  would  now  move  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice. 

Mr.  WELD  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  perfectly  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  appointing  such  a  Committee,  but  suggested 
that  the  distribution  of  members  composing  it 
was  hardly  fair,  there  being  only  four  membeis 
of  the  North  Island  upon  it,  and  only  one  from 
Wellington.  He  would  propose  the  addition  o£ 
the  names  of  Mr.  Fitzherbert  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Taylor  for  Wellington!,  and  Mr.  Wood  for  Auck- 
land. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  agree  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  honourable  member.  In  form- 
ing the  Committee  originally  he  had  proposed 
one  member  for  every  other  province,  and  for 
Auckland  two. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  GRIEVANCES. 
Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  the 
following  members  be  appointed  a  Committee 
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OB  FtiTftte  OrieT&ncea:  Mr.  Boasell,  Mr.  Wood, 
He.  3.  O.  Kicbmond,  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Oartis, 
Hr.  H*U,  Mr.  Jollie,  Mr.  DiUon  BeU,  and  the 


Mr.  DIUrON  BELL  referred  to  the  remarks 
of  the  member  for  FranUm  (Mr.  B.  Qraham) 
<m  a  previous  occaaion,  and  requested  that  his 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  name  might  be  omitted 
from  the  Committee,  as  he  thought  the  oon- 
atitation  of  the  Committee  required  that  no 
member  in  any  vay  connected  with  the  Go- 
TBmment  should  be  upon  it.  For  a  similar 
naaon  the  name  of  the  member  for  Omata 
might  also  be  omitted,  as  complaints  might 
haT8  to  be  considered  arising  out  of  the 
Taranaki  disturbances.  He  wished  that  the 
Oommittee  should  be  completely  acquitted  of 
any  supposed  influences  on  behalf  of  the  Qo- 
wmment. 

Mr.  O.  W.  KICHMOND  hoped  the  honoor- 
aUe  member  would  not  press  the  motion.  It 
was  to  be  assumed  that  ordinary  decency  wot^d 
prarent  any  member  from  sitting  as  a  ]udge  of 
appeal  on  his  own  actions ;  but  a  variety  of 
other  questions  would  come  before  the  Oom- 
mittee, and  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
wma  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the 
Oommittee,  having  sat  in  it  during  former  ses- 
sioaa.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  was  quite  willing 
to  leave  oat  the  name  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Omata,  not  for  the  reasons  given  by  the 
boooarable  member  for  Wallace,  but  because 
he  (Mr.  Biohmond)  himself,  being  the  mover, 
imwt  of  necessiw  be  one  of  the  Committee. 

lb.  DOMETT  objected  to  the  omission  of 
tiM  name  of  the  honourable  memberfor  Omata, 
M  he  was  so  well  acquainted  with  Taranaki 
■fiain,  and  the  Committee  wbuld  obtain  much 
better  information  from  a  member  of  the  Oom- 
mittee than  from  a  witness  formally  examined. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  no  single  member  ought  to 
upoint  this  Committee,  and  demandbd  that  it 
anonld  be  elected  by  ballot. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CABLETON,  the  rule 
about  balloting  was  read. 

A  ballot  having  been  taken,  the  following 
members  were  declared  elected :  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  BoBsell,  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr. 
Omtia,  Mr.  Jollie,  Mr.  J.  0.  Biohmond,  and 
Mr.  O'Borke. 

ADDBE8S  TO  HEB  MAJESTY. 
Mr.  STAFFOBD,  on  rising  to  move  an 
•ddreas  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  Her  Boyal  Highness  the  Duchess  of 
Kent,  said  the  House  had  addressed  Her 
Majesty  on  previous  occasions,  when  the  ad- 
diMses  sent  had  been  graciously  received  by 
Hez  Majesty,  who  had  desired  her  satisfaction 
to  be  expressed  at  receiving  addresses  from 
soeh  distant  parts  of  her  great  Empire.  Two 
of  theae  addresses  referred  to  historicaj  events 
ralattng  to  the  Bussian  war;  and  the  last  ad- 
dreas  was  of  a  similar  character  to  the  present, 
aa  referring  to  Her  Majesty's  domestic  rela- 
ti<nis — on  the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  the 
PriDcasB  Boyal.  In  replying  to  that  address 
Har  Majesty  had  used  words  of  peculiar  satis- 
Awtim  tA  having  received  snob  an  address 
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from  this  portion  of  her  Empire;  and  Ha^ 
Majesty  on  this  occasion  would  no  doubt  be 
equally  affected  when  she  recognised  how  much 
anything  relating  to  Her  Majesty,  and  especially 
to  her  domestic  relations,  affected  all  those 
whose  boast  it  was  that  they  belonged  to  her 
great  and  glorious  Empire.  The  present  oo- 
casion  was  the  more  aneoting  when  they  con* 
sidered  the  peculiar  relations  of  Her  Majesty 
to  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  the  close  fnend> 
ship,  intimacy,  and  respect  which  existed  to  the 
last  between  Her  Majesty  and  Her  Boyal  High- 
ness :  it  was  not  of  an  ordinary  character,  but 
came  home  to  the  heart.  He  now  moved.  That 
this  House  do  address  Her  Majesty  as  foU 
lows : — 
"  Most  Gbacious  SovxRiioir, — 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  New 
Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg 
to  submit  to  your  Majesty  the  expression  of  our 
deep  concern  for  the  loss  which  your  Majestyjias 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Her  Boyal  Highness 
the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  of  our  sincere  regret 
at  that  melancholy  event,  and  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that,  animated  by  feelings  of  devoted 
loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  throne  and  of  affec- 
tionate attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person, 
we  sheJl  ever  feel  the  watmest  mterest  in 
whatever  concerns  your  Majesty's  domestic 
relations,  and  the  most  ardent  desire  for 
the  happiness  of  your  Majesty  and  of  your 
family." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  moved,  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  inform  His  Excellency  that  this  House  has 
agreed  on  an  address  to  Her  Majesty,  and  that 
he  do  present  it  to  His  Excellency  and  request 
him  to  forward  it  to  Her  Majesty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OANTERBUBY  AND  OTAOO  BOUNDABY 
BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  determine  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and  Otago. 
He  said  that  this  question  of  boundtu^  had 
been  for  some  time  a  matter  of  serious  differ- 
ence between  the  two  provinces,  owing  to  un- 
certainty as  to  the  interpretation  of  Sir  Qeorgs 
Qrey's  Proclamation  of  1853.  Measures  which 
had  been  taken  in  165d  by  the  Qovemment 
settled  the  question,  but  no  final  action  had 
been  taken  on  the  matter.  The  membeia  tot 
the  two  nrovinoes  in  the  present  Parliamentf 
by  amicable  arrangement,  nad  agreed  that  the 
boundary  should  be  defined  as  in  the  Bill  which 
be  now  asked  leave  to  bring  in.  They  had  also 
had  under  consideration  questions  of  ri^ts 
depending  on  the  boundary ;  but  these  would  be 
contained  in  a  8e]>aiate  Bill,  of  which  he  had 
that  day  given  notice. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  seconded  the  motion. 

Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

CHAIBMAN  OP  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  he  should  not  press 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name— That  O.  M. 
O'Borke,   Esq.,   the  honooiable  member  for 
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Onehnnga,  be  the  Chairman  of  Comnuttees 
during  the  present  Parliament — as  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  appeared  in  it  had  desired 
him,  for  reasons  that  did  him  great  credit,  not 
to  do  BO.  He  (Mr.  Williamson)  therefore,  much 
against  bis  own  wishes,  informed  the  House  he 
should  not  press  that  motion. 
.  Mr.  RUSSELL  said,  in  rising  to  move  his 
motion,  he  would  remind  honourable  members 
that  the  gentleman  now  proposed  was  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  late  House, 
\ihich  post  he  had  filled  for  several  years,  and, 
afi  far  as  he  (Mr.  BusEell)  was  aware,  with  great 
satisfaction  to  the  House.  He  had  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  Standing 
Orders  and  with  all  the  rules  by  which  their 
proceedings  were  governed ;  and  in  a  House 
composed,  like  this,  mainly  of  new  members, 
it  was  of  great  importance  to  obtain  for  the 
office  of  Chairman  of  Committees  a  gentle- 
Ifian  possessing  the  knowledge  of  all  the  forms 
and  usages  of  the  House  which  this  honour- 
able'member  possessed.  But  there  were  other 
grounds  for  the  choice  of  this  gentleman. 
When  tiie  first  ifouse  of  Representatives  chose 
tk  southern  member  for  Speaker,  there  was  a 
land  of  understanding  that  an  Auckland  mem- 
ber should  be  chosen  as  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees. An  Auckland  member  was  chosen,  and 
ill  the  second  Parliament  this  honourable 
gentleman  filled  the  office.  In  this  the  third 
Parliament  they  had  made  a  most  happy  choice 
of  a  Speaker  in  Dr.  Monro,  a  member  from  the 
Southern  Island ;  and,  as  he  (Mr.  Russell]  be- 
lieved it  was  the  desire  of  honourable  members, 
he  would  now  move,  That  Hugh  Carleton,  Esq., 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  be  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  of  this  House. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  in  rising  to  second  the  mo- 
tion, said  that  on  that  day  seven  years  he  had 
had  a  similar  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomi- 
ii)ation  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands.  In  the  House  now  there  were  only 
five  members  who  had  hod  seats  in  it  at  that 
time,  one  of  whom  had  been  raised  to  the  high 
office  of  Speaker,  and  another  was  About  to 
be  raised  to  a  similar  position — that  of  Chair- 
nan  of  Committees.  To  old  members  he  (Ur. 
O'Keill)  need  say  nothing  about  how  conversant 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
\fiM  with  the  usages  of  the  House,  but  to  new 
members  he  might  say  that,  in  the  absence  of 
Sir  Charles  Clifford,  there  was  no  one  in  New 
Zealand  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Rules 
4nd  Ordets  of  that  Assembly  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  .  Bay  of  Islands.  He 
(Mr.  O'Neill)  therefore  had  great  pleasure  in 
saoonding  his  nomination, 

Uotioa  agreed  to. 

TIMABU. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved,  That  there  be  laid  on 
the  table  any  papers  or  information  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government  relating  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  Timaru  as  a  port  of  entry. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
]It.  JOLLIE. — Sir,  I  rise  to  mov«  a  hnmble 
Mr.  Wiiliamson 


address  to  His  Ezoellenoy  the  Governor,  in 
reply  to  the  Speech  delivered  by  him  in  open- 
ing the  session  of  Parliament.    On  this  oeca. 
sion  I  do  not  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ga 
over  in  a  formal  and  ceremonious  way,  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  the  contents  of  the  Ad- 
dress that  should  be  adopted  by  this  Honce. 
I  propose  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the  peooliar 
condition  of  the  colony  at  this  time  with  le- 
ferenoe  to  Native  afiairs ;  and  in  the  conise  of 
my  observations  I  may  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  different  paragraphs  in  the  Address  that 
relate  to  other  subjects  of  vital   importanss 
to  this  colony.    And,  first,  events  of  great  im- 
portance have  occurred  since  the  dissolution  of 
the  last  House  of  Representatives.    Almost  im- 
mediately  upon    the    election  of    honouraUs 
members  of  this  House  His  Excellency  tli* 
Governor,  prompted  thereto  by  the  exigencies 
of  affairs,  went  down  to  Taranaki  and  entered 
into  negotiation  with  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe  and 
others,  which  resulted  in  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities by  such  tribes  as  were  then  immediately 
concerned.    The  consequence  of  that  negotia- 
tion was  that  a  large  portion  of  them  moved 
from  the  scene  of  strife,  laid  down  their  aims, 
or  tacitly  gave  up  war ;  while  William  King, 
our  chief  opponent  in  that  war,   instead  U 
acceding  to  the  terms,  moved  sulkily  air&j 
from  his  supporters,  and  betook  himself,  with 
several  followers,  to  the  Waikatos,  and  then 
joined  himself  to  them.    The  rest  of  the  tribes 
.engaged  in  the  war  —  the  Ngatiroanuis  and 
Taronakis  and  the  whole  of  the  Wckikatoi— 
retired  without  acceding  to  the  formal  tenm 
proposed  to  them,  or,  so  far  as  I  know,  even 
noticing  them.    As  to  the  terms  granted  or 
offered  by  the  Governor  to  the  Ngatiawas,  I, 
with  the  great  mass  of  those  residing  in  the 
South,  received  intelligence  of  those  tenns  with 
surprise  and  concern;  but  since  then,  having 
become  acquainted  with  the  actual  state  of 
affairs,  from  the  information  laid  before  the 
House,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that,  as  we  had  ao- 
complished  very  little,  and  it  was  very  likely  we 
should  be  able  to  Eiccompliah  but  little — or  as 
an  Ambassador  of  France  onoe  said  at  the  rati- 
fication of  a  treaty  with  England,  "not  being 
able  to  make  a  successful  war,  we  then  mad* 
peace" — under  these   circumstances   the  Qo- 
vemor  was  justified  in  making  peace.    I  think  he 
was  justified  from  several  considerations.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Governor,  by  the  course  adopted, 
elimmated  from  his  position  in  dealing  with 
the  King  movement  tnat  difficulty  in  relation 
to  the  petty  question  of  land-title  —  the  title 
of  the  Ngatiawa  to   the  particular  piece  of 
ground  at  Waitara — about  which  the  quarrel 
arose;  secondly,  we  got  rid  of  qpe  enemy,  by 
which  we  were  put  into  a  better  position  to 
cope  with  another  and  more  powerful  enemy 
elsewhere  ;  and,  thirdly,  it  gave  the  Governor 
an  opportunity  of  conceding  terms  tp  the  Ngv 
tiawas,  such  as  the  return  to  them  of  the  land 
which,  through  the  operations  of  our  troops, 
was  actually  in  our  possession.     I   am  sony 
that  it  was  necessary  to  concede  those  termi, 
and  it  is  only  to  be  justified  on  gronnda  at 
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nbUo  poliey,  and  the  neoessity  of  detaehing 
we  Ngatiawas  from  the  oonfaderaoy  of  the 
Wuiutos  and  Ngatiruannis.  I  shonid  have 
ifiBa  glad  had  this  land  not  had  to  be  retamed 
to  tiie  Ng&tiawas ;  but,  taking  into  oonsidei*- 
tkm  all  the  eirctunatances  with  which  the  Qo- 
Tcmoi  had  to  contend — ^the  chance  of  a  power- 
tal  and  saceessf ol  confederacy  in  another  part 
9<  the  Island  against  British  arms,  and  taking 
mto  account  that  many  similar  confederations 
Oii^t  be  formed  in  other  places — though  it 
was  hardly  deserved,  yet  I  think  it  mi^t  be 
Jutifled  on  the  grounds  U  policy  by  making 
fiends  of  the  Ngatiavas.  If  that  does  not 
jpstify  it,  I  cannot  approve  of  it  on  other 
giDonds.  It  gave  His  Excellency  the  oppor- 
^ni^  to  take  advantage  of  that  which  ooou- 
^ed  the  consideration  of  this  House  in  a 
Uamec  session,  cand  what,  under  proper  re- 
attietions,  under  proper  securities,  and  in  a 
■eacefnl  state  of  the  community,  might  be 
osne  on  a  more  extensive  scale  —  His  Bxeel- 
kney  has  determined  to  appoint  Commis- 
oonera  to  investigate  the  respective  tiUes  of 
'WW  Natives  to  their  lands  among  themselves, 
•itfa  a  view  of  ratifying  them  hy  Crown 
^ants.  With  regard  to  the  terms  whiohwere 
«(Sered  by  the  Governor  to  the  Ngatiruanuis 
■tad  Tanmakis,  I  am  not  quite  so  clear  that 
fiiey  are  to  the  same  extent  justified  by  the 
atMumatances  in  which  His  Excellency  was 
^aeed:  but  those  terms,  if  offored  to  them, 
vers  not  accepted ;  and  I  am  not  sure,  if  they 
had  been  accepted,  that  they  would  have  been 
Jboneatly  and  fairly  carried  out.  Marauders 
and  murderers  like  those  men  are  not  likely  to 
Cbaerve  such  terms.  I  am  sure  that  nothing 
«s  wish  to  exact  from  them  will  be  obtained 
hat  by  compmlsion :  we  may  compel  by  the 
-tight  of  Qte  axe  of  the  hangman  or  by  a  charge 
M  bayoi^ts,  but  not  otherwise.  To  treat  with 
that  tribe,  or  others  confederated  with  them, 
vho  warred  against  us  in  Taranaki,  is  only  a 
confeasion  of  weakness :  the  proper  way  to 
deal  with  them  is  in  arms.  To  that  extent, 
Ibeiefore,  I  must  take  exoeption  to  the  Go- 
vernor's terms  offered  to  those  bribes.  With 
i^xd  to  the  Waikatos,  to  whom  lately  a 
deelacation  has  been  made,  almost  the  same 
lemadcs  apply  as  I  have  just  made  about  the 
Kgatimanuis  and  Taranakis.  We  have  ad- 
dressed them ;  but  to  what  leading  man  do  we 
ioak  for  a  reply?  To  whom  do  we  look,  or 
whom  shall  we  hold  responsible  for,  an  answer 
to  that  address  ?  And,  besides,  by  what  over- 
sight has  it  happened  that  we  did  not  require 
pwemptorily  and  instantly  the  haoling-down 
of  the  King  flag  and  the  dethroning  of  the 
label  king?  Sir,  I  do  not  belieive  that  we 
«an  obtain  any  justice  from  that  Waikato 
Tribe  any  more  tiian  from  the  rest  of  them. 
I  believe  that  they  have  made  up  their  minds 
to  oppose  us,  to  keep  us  at  a  distance  if  they 
can,  and  deny  every  just  claim  upon  them ; 
tiut  they  have  determined  to  continue '  the 
same  iniquitous  game  which  they  have 
hitherto  praotised,  if  they  have  the  power  to 
carry  it  out.  They  have  evidently  made  up 
4iietr  minds  and  counted  up  the  oost,  and  are 


ready  to  stand  by  it.  Any  concession  must' 
come  from  us.  Our  loyalty,  our  laws,  our  arms, 
and  our  institutions  are  alike  disagreeable  to 
them.  Any  answer  that  we  shall  get  from 
them  I  do  not  know  how  to  couch  in  Maori 
language,  but  I  can  couch  it  in  the  Engliah 
tongue — 

Trust  not  for  freedom  to  ttie  FraniM : 
They  have  a  King  who  bays  and  sells. 

In  native  swords  and  native  ranks 
The  only  hope  of  courage  dwells. 

Sir,  I  make  this  appeal  to  the  House,  and  I 
speak  in  these  decisive  terms,  not  in  any  spirit 
of  opposition  to  the  Government.  The  duty  I 
have  undertaken  to-day  testifies  to  the  Ministry 
that  I  at  least  bear  them  no  ill-will ;  nor  do  I 
of  course,  desire  to  complicate  or  embarrass  the 
position  of  the  Governor — I  am  ready  to  make 
full  allowances  for  the' peculiar  position  and 
responsibility  that  rested  on  His  Excellency 
throughout  all  these  unhappy  proceedings : 
but  I  do  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  especially  to  the  present  aspect  of  our 
afiairs,  and  to  say  that  I  desire  to  see  an  end — 
emphatically  an  end — to  the  complications,  the 
disorders  which  now  prevail,  and  to  the  irritat- 
ing position- which  we  occupy  with  regard  to 
the  Native  race — an  end  to  that  system  of 
deference  and  of  truckling  which  has  too 
much  distinguished  the  course  of  British  rule 
in  this  country.  It  is  expected  of  this  country^ 
of  its  citizens,  and  particularly  of  its  Legis- 
lature, that  we  should  not  any  longer  dally 
with  this  question.  Her  Majesty  from  the 
throne,  when  opening  the  last  session  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  expressed  her  hope  that 
this  cause  of  disturbance  should  be  made  to 
cease,  and  that  her  Ministers  woald  be  enabled 
to  concert  such  arrangements  as  would  put  an 
end  to  these  unhappy  disturbances  and  prevent 
their  recurrence.  We  have  at  present  in  this 
colony  a  large  force  of  men — thanks  to  the 
British  Government— thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
those,  the  Governor  among  them,  who  took 
pains  to  put  the  Government  of  England  in 
possession  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  divested 
of  the  gloss  and  misrepresentation  which  that 
petty  party  'who  profess  to  be  the  especial 
mends  of  the  Natives  have  been  for  -ever 
putting  upon  our  proceedings.  Sir,  England, 
our  glorious  Mother- country,  the  birthplace 
and  home  of  .our  race,  has  come  to  our  aid  in 
the  most  gallant  and  magnanimous  spirit — haa 
exhibited  a  gallantry  and  magnanimity  which 
is  but  barely  iMsknowledged  in  one  of  the  para- 
graphs in  the  Address.    Sir,  England —  - 

Great  mother  of  majestic  worka,' 
From  her  high  altar  stooping  down, 

Vfho  god-like  grasps  the. triple  forks. 
And  king-like  wears  the  crown — 
has  come  to  our  aid,  And  in  any  contest 
with  the  Natives  here  England  will  know- 
that  our  cause  is  a  just  one  —  that  we  are  not 
seeking  for  more  than  Her  Majesty's  repre- 
sentative requires  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his 
obligations  to  the  people  who  have  come  here 
to  colonize  the  country  ;  as  may  be  shown  by 
the  public  documents  and  despatches.  We 
have  a  larger  force  now  in  the  Island  by  nearly 
two  thousand  men  than  the  Qovemor  thought* 
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iMt  jfwu  was  aaffioient  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blismng  la'VT  and  order.  We  have  a  General  sent 
to  command  that  force,  possessing  experience, 
and  I  believe  of  rare  ability,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  what  I  hear,  that  he  is  a  man 
seady  to  take  command  of  the  army  in  active 
service.  Sir,  what  I  have  spoken  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  spoken  in  the  interest  of  the  colony 
at  large;  but  I  also  vrould  urge  it  more  par- 
ticularly on  behalf  of  the  Southern  Island, 
to  which  I  belong.  That  Island  does  not 
participate,  like  this  Island,  directly  in  the 
perils  and  risks  which  attend  a  state  of  warfare 
with  the  Natives;  but.  Sir,  it  shares  in  the 
general  loss  and  general  disgrace  which  at- 
tends a  prolongation  of  the  present  unhappy 
disputes.  Sir,  we  in  the  South  are  willing  to 
bear  our  proportion  of  the  present  large  ex- 
penditure, and  even  a  larger  expenditure  if 
necessary ;  but  the  indispensable  condition  is 
tiiat  you  seize  the  present  opportunity,  and 
take  immediate  action ;  that  you  put  away 
mere  palliatives,  and  do  really  something  which 
will  end  the  present  disturbance,  and  put  upon 
a  different  footing  the  relations  that  subsist 
between  us  and  the  Natives.  It  is  incumbent 
upon  us  all  to  do  our  duty  in  this  matter; 
and,  whether  it  takes  years  of  warfare  and  the 
expenditure  of  thousands,  and  whether  we  do 
it  by  one  man  or  by  another,  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  when  we  engage  in  the  future 

.  struggle,  such  as  in  all  probability  will  occur, 
we  shall  require  something  of  the  fire  and 
energy  of  Napier  in  his  conquest  of  Scinde, 
and,  as  in  the  conquest  of  ancient  Britain,  the 
varied  genius,  the  patient  endurance,  and  in- 
domitable valour  of  Agricola.  But,  in  order 
that  you  may  be  supported,  you  must  do  it 
once  for  all,  and  clear  away  the  mists  that 
attach  to  the  present  colonization  of  this  coun- 
try, the  prospects  and  well-being  of  the  families 
bere  and  yet  to  come;  and  in  accomplishing 
these  results  yon  will  be  conferring  permanent 
benefits,  not  only  on  the  colony,  but  also  on  the 
Imperial  Qovemment,  and  will  be  blessed  by 
your  remotest  posterity.  Sir,  there  is  one  other 
point,  which  I  have  omitted  to  notice.  I  have 
expressed  my  views  strongly,  for  1  feel  deeply ; 
but  at  the  same  time  I  also  feel  as  much  as  any 
honourable  gentleman  the  necessity  for  giving 
attention  to  that  paragraph  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  which  recommends  us,  notwithstand- 
ing our  unhappy  position  with  the  Natives, 
to  deliberate  and  see  what  we  can  do  towards 
restoring  order  in  the  place  of  lawlessness  among 
them,  and  to  promote  measures  for  their  perma- 
nent moral  and  social  improvement.  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  Natives  who  are  not  exhibiting 
a  rebellious  spirit  like  the  mutinous  spirit  in 
the  south,  it  becomes  all  the  more  necessary 
lor  us  to  take  diligent  consideration  how  we 
nay  best  be  able  to  carry  out  those  recom- 
mendations of  the  Governor.  I  do  not  believe 
th«Ct,  with  regard  to  a  great  part  of  the  Natives 
of  the  south,  there  is  any  use  in  our  sitting 

*  here  and  deliberating  for  them.    They  have 

made  up  their  minds  that  they  will  not  have 

Unglish  law.    They  cannot  sympathize  with 

itt  ftud  they  do  not  want  it.    With  regard  to 

Mr.  JoUit 


the  northern  Natives,  we  should  give  a  respect* 
f ul  answer  that  we  will  carry  out  anything  that 
will  furnish  them  with  law  and  order.  Th* 
only  other  point.  Sir,  to  which  I  will  make 
reference  is  contained  in  that  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  of  His  Excellency  which  speaks  of  it* 
being  necessary  to  guard  and  control  by  enact- 
ments of  law  the  expenditure  of  the  General 
and  Provincial  Executives.  That  is  a  question' 
next  in  importance  to  the  present  state  of  the 
colony  in  the  aspect  I  have  Seen  considering  it. 
I  believe  that  returns  have  been  laid  on  the 
table  to-day  which,  although  incomplete,  show 
a  warrant  for  our  interference  on  that  subject ; 
for  on  the  face  of  these  returns  there  app^n  » 
very  large  expenditure,  on  the  part  of  Provincial 
Governments  and  by  the  General  Government, 
that  was  not  auUiorized  by  statute  law.  Much 
of  that  entenditure  may  havw  been  since  au- 
thorized ;  but  I  appeal  to  this  House  whether 
proceeding  in  that  manner,  which  certainly  is 
illegal,  is  either  proper  or  decent.  It  is  neces- 
sary, to  guard  against  infraction  of  the  rule 
requiring  all  moneys  to  be  appropriated  by  law, 
to  pass  a  law  that  money  voted  for  a  specific' 
purpose  should  be  appropriated  to  no  other 
use,  and  that  no  nnauthorized  expenditure 
should  take  place.  I  move.  That  an  Addra*» 
in  reply  to  the  Speech  of  the  Governor  be  pn- 
senteil  to  His  Excellency. 

Mr.  O'NEILL.— Sir,  I  rise  to  second  th* 
adoption  of  the  Address  just  moved.  On  ths 
present  occasion  I  should  have  been  satisfied 
with  merely  seconding  the  motion,  were  it  not 
that  I  differ  widely  on  many  important  qnas- 
tions  from  certain  honourable  members  of  the 
House,  to  whose  policy  in  many  respects  I 
could  give  a  general  support.  I  support  the 
adoption  of  this  Address,  because  I  have  th» 
fullest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  will  ct 
His  Excellency  and,  in  the  conduct  of  the- 
war,  of  Ministers,  knowing  that  they  will  bring 
this  most  important  question  of  the  day  to  ■ 
happy  result  for  the  benefit  of  the  two  race*. 
I  believe  that  honourable  members  will  not 
refuse  joining  His  Excellency  in  returning 
thanks  to  the  Crown,  and  acknowledging  out 
gratitude  to  the  Imperial  Government,  for  th» 
large  amount  of  aid  forwarded  to  as  in  car 
moment  of  need.  Regardless  of  expense  troop* 
were  hurried  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  ouz 
assistance.  The  appeal  of  the  Governor  wa» 
promptly  answered  oy  England.  And  is  tfai> 
House  to  withhold  its  expression  of  thankful- 
ness for  such  a  boon  ?  The  Natives,  reomiting 
themselves  from  influential  tribes,  made  war 
upon  us  at  Taranaki  —  some  of  them  incited 
thereto,  no  doubt,  by  the  hope  of  plunder ;  but 
the  others  made  no  secret  of  their  intention  of 
driving  the  colonists  from  New  Zealand.  One 
fiourisning  province  was  desolated.  Not  satis- 
fied with  the  wreck  of  desolated  homestead* 
and  with  murder,  these  men,  maddened  with 
their  success,  would  have  overrun  anoUier  pro- 
vince of  New  Zealand  and  filled  it  with  rapine 
and  bloodshed  but  for  the  arrival  of  the  British 
troops.  Sir,  these  men  will  throw  themselves 
between  us  and  merciless  savages,  not  yet 
satiated  with  Uood  and  murder.    Wis  ought  to 
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he  tluuikfnl  that  we  are  the  subjeets  of  oar 
^ODOored  and  beloved  Qaeen,  who  is  always 
iriUuic  to  send  soeoooi  to  her  subjects  in  any 
part  PI  the  world  where  it  is  required.  I  think 
wis  House  and  the  colony  has  no  common 
doty  to  perform  at  this  juncture — it  is  to  take 
Deasnres  for  increasing  the  safety  of  the  oonn- 
by,  enforcing  the  supremacy  of  the  Queen,  and 
maintaining  the  honour  of  the  British  flag, 
which  most  be  done  at  any  cost.  We  cannot 
io  these  things  for  ourselves — they  must  be 
itme  for  as  by  the  irresistible  power  of  the 
Kother-ooontry ;  and  are  we  to  look  around 
CD  the  provision  that  has  been  made  for  our 
aafety,  and  not  thank  the  Home  Government  for 
audi  aid  ?  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
(o  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Qovsm- 
jBsmt  at  this  itincture.  Let  the  rebellion  be 
wit  down,  and  then  there  will  be  ample  time 
lor  the  formation  of  parties,  and,  if  necessary, 
the  Oovenunent  can  he  put  upon  its  trial ;  but 
«t  the  present  we  should  not  impede  the  free 
•etion  of  the  Executive,  so  as  to  force  them  to 
eonelude  peace  on  any  terms.  If  sach  a  result 
takes  plaoe,  and  peace  is  concluded  on  any  but 
«  solid  basis,  then  the  Northern  Island  must 
ke  deserted  by  the  settlers ;  and  I  again  ask 
iMDoorable  members  to  have  no  formation  of 
parties  and  no  oiganieed  opposition  till  this 
wax  question  has  been  settled.  [The  honour- 
-^ible  gentleman  then  briefly  referred  to  the 
-■Did  maooreries,  and  conolucfed  by  again  speci- 

^ing  the  obUgatioiu  of  the  colony  to  the  Im- 

urial  Parliament  and  the  Mother-country  at 

we  jpcesent  janoture.] 
Ibtiona^eed  to. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFOBD,  a  Com- 

Bittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  JoUie,  Mr.  O'Neill, 

Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  0.  W.  Richmond,  and  Mr. 

Veld,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address. 
Mr.  JOLLiIE,  after  a  short  interval,  reported 

^following  Address; — 

(■Mat  it  flbass  toub  ExcxLucaor, — 

**  We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  Ic^al 
atbjeets,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  New 
Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 
HMnk  your  Excellency  for  the  Speech  which 
ymn  Exoellency  has  made  to  both  Houses  of 
tba  Oeiietal  Assembly. 
**We  tiiank  your  Excellency  for  informing 
tint  you  are  happy  to  meet  us  so  soon  after 
a  late  general  election,  and  for  congratulat- 
I  ns  00  the  inoreaaed  representation  of  the 
pablic  interests  of  the  colony  which 
n  afiorded  by  the  operation  of  the  Act 
rhich  that  election  was  held. 
**  We  unite  with  your  Exoellenoy  in  cordial 
•^nowledgment  of  the  prompt  and  efficient 
■uiipuil  received  from  the  Imperial  Oovem- 
want,  which  will  enable  your  Exoellenoy  to 
carry  into  effect  measures  necessary  for  the^ 
waiiilsiiaiiim  of  Her  Majesty's  authority  in 
Ibaas  Talanda,  and  for  Qie  suppression  of  armed 
iiwiinii  liuii.  We  are  persuaded  that  the 
assis<aiii.u  which  has  been  offered  to  the  colony 
*91  tand  to  the  nltiznate  welfare  of  both  races 
•f  Her  Majttty'a  aobjects,  and  will  strengthen 
"^  *     *  of  lograUgrifhioli  attaob  tlia  oolMiy  to 


the  throne  and  person  of  Her  Majesty  and  to 
the  Mother-country ;  and  we  gladly  take  th^ 
opportunity  of  expressing  the  thanks  which  are  - 
due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  Her  Majesty's 
army  and  navy,  and  of  her  colonial  forces,  for 
the  seal  and-  intrepidity  with  which  they  hav« 
at  all  times  performed  duties  of  a  very  arduous 
and  harassing  nature. 

"We  thank  your  Excellency  for  informing 
us  that,  overtures  for  peace  having  been  made 
by  the  insurgent  Natives,  yon  felt  it  incumbent 
iipon  your  Excellency  to  insist  on  the  pre- 
bminary  condition  of  their  ceasing  to  act  as 
a  confederation;  and  that  on  their  retiring' to 
their  districts  you  proceeded  to  Taranaki  and 
accepted  the  submission  of  part  of  the  insurgent 
section  of  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe,. on  conditions 
which  will  be  laid  before  ns;  that,  in  tiie  polioy 
which  you  have  pursued  with  reference  to  the 
affairs  of  Taranaki,  your  object  from  the  first 
has  been  to  secure  peace  by  putting  an  end  to 
the  constantly-recurring  land-feuds  which  for 
years  have  maintained  barbarism  amongst  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  that  district;  and 
that,  naving  now  imposed  terms  which  will,  it 
observed,  secure  this  end,  you  have  thought  it 
right  to  adhere  to  the  engagement  of  the 
89th  November,  1859,  in  reference  to  the  land 
purchased  at  Waitara,  and  have  consequently 
directed  that  the  investigation  be  renewed  ak 
the  point  at  which  it  was  forcibly  interrupted. 

"We  thank  your  Excellency  for  informing 
na  that  the  terms  offered  to  the  Taranaki  and 
Ngatiraanui  Tribes  will  be  laid  before  us,  and 
that  their  aggravated  offences  can  only  be 
pardoned  on  their  giving  such  tangible  proofs 
of  submission  as  wul  at  once  afford  a  means  of 
reparation  for  their  unprovoked  aggression  and 
be  a  memorial  to  themselves  of  the  punish- 
ment due  to  lawless  violence ;  and  that  the 
declaration  which  you  have  made  to  the  Wai- 
kato  tribes  will  also  be  laid  before  us :  that  it 
requires  submission  without  leserve  to  the 
Queen's  sovereignty  and  to  the  authority  of 
the  law;  whilst  from  those  who  have  taken 
up  arms  yen  have  insisted  upon  restitution 
of  plunder,  and  upon  compensation  for  losses 
sustained  at  their  hands  by  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  Native  or  European. 
■  "  We  concur  in  your  Excellency's  belief  that 
the  submission  of  all  Her  Majesty's  Native 
subjects  to  heV  authority  and  obedience  to  tha 
law  are  necessary  preliminaries,  but  it  no  leas 
behoves  us  to  redouble  our  efforts  to  afford' 
th^  the  means  of  substituting  order  for  law- 
lessness, and  to  promote  their  moral  and  social 
advancement;  and  in  the  hopb  that  the  ap- 
proaching conference  of  chiefs  which  your 
Exoellency  will  assemble  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity  may  assist  us  in  the  attainment  of 
so  desirable  a  result. 

"  We  thank  your  Excellency  for  informing 
ns  that  a  due  economy  has  been  'exercised  in 
'  the  expenditure  of  the  supplies  voted  for  ths 
public  service  last  session,  and  that  the  aamo 
careful  regard  for  economy  will  regulate  Om 

i  preparation  of  the  estimates  to  be  submitted  t 
us  for  the  ensuing  financial  year;  that  th 
systsm  of  audit  which  we  hav«  ainady 
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Mifbed  has  inam(«iiied  an  efieotml  gnperviaion 
«T8i  the  pablio  aoooants  of  the  colony,  and 
that  it  is  further  requisite  that  the  public 
(ovenues  should  be  guarded  "by  the  enaotment 
of  laws  regulating  and  efiectoally  controlling 
H^eix  expenditure  both  by  the  Qeneral  and  by 
tlie  respective  Proviuoial  Executives ;  and  that 
the  accounts  of  the  colony  and  papers  relating 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  investment 
td  the  sinking  fund  of  the  guaranteed  loon  will 
Jl>e  laid  before  ui). 

••  We  thank  yonr  Excellency  for  informing 
108  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  after 
conferring  toge^er,  have  made  several  valuable 
nports  containing  suggestions  for  amending 
,the  law  and  for  improving  its  practice,  and 
that  these  reports  will  be  lead  before  us,  and 
measures  founded  on  some  of  the  reoommenda-. 
tions  contained  in  them  will  be  submitted  for' 
pat  consideration. 

<•  We  believe  that  the  suooessive  discoveries 
■ftt  gold  in  large  quantities  in  several  ptkrts  of 
tbe  colony  warrant  the  expectation  that  it  will 
nrominently  rank  amongst  the  products  of  New 
Zealand,  and  will  stimulate  the  development 
.of  its  other  sources  of  wealth. 

"  We'thank  your  Excellency  for  the  expres- 
Bion  of  your  earnest  hope  that,  in  the  especial 
dcoumstanoes  of  the  colony,  our  counsels  may 
jjt  all  things  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and  that, 
qnder  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  th^ 
-may  conduce  to  the  present  and  lasting  welfare 
.of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand." 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  did  not  rise  to  move  an 
amendment,  for  he  thought  it  was  not  right  to 
.iHWumber  the  action  of  a  new  Parliament  by 
raising  a  debate  on  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
.Governor's  Speech  before  newly-elected  mem- 
bers had  acquainted  themselves  with  general 
1  facts,  which  could  only  be  done  by  careful 
-  perusal  of  the  oiBcial  documents  before  the 
.Eoute.    In  point  of  fact  these  Speeches  and 
redresses  were,  couched  in  such  vague  terms 
':that  they  might  mean  anything  or  nothing : 
'the  Address  was  usually  an  echo  of  the  Speech, 
and  was  proposed  by  the  latest-eleeted  member 
•,4>t  the  House.     It  reminded  him  of  a  certain 
■JETrench  gentlenum  who  always  began  his  re- 
marks in  conversation  by  repeating  the  last 
.  words  of  his  companion,  prefacing  them  with, 
•'  Sir,  you  made  an  observation."    Every  pata- 
!4p»ph  in  the  Address  began  with,  "  We  thank 
.your  Excellency  for  informing  us,"  and  then 
'  li^owed  the  words  in  the  Governor's  Speech. 
He  (Mr.  Fox)  had   placed  a  notice  on  the 
I  Order  Paper  tliat   day  for  Wednesday  week 
.which  would'  raise   a   discussion   upon,  and 
-onable  the  House  to  deal  with,  the  proceedings 
ond  acts  of  the  Government  in  tneir  length 
«Qd  breadth;    and,    instead    of    moving   an 
amendment  on  the  present  occasion,  he  would 
;«Ontent  himself  with  saying  to  His  Excellency, 
in  the  courteous  words  of  the  Address,  "  Sir, 
'  you  have  made  an  observation."    But,  lest  it 
■  should  be  supposed  that  be  approved  of  the 
c  matter  in  the  Speech,  there  were  a  few  obser- 
.vatioas  he  was  desirous  of   making  at  this 
iltage  of  the  proceedings.    He  was  unwilling  to 
iaft.  the  Qovemment  or  the  House  bbliave  that 
'  Mr.  JoUie 


the  voida  of  tlie  Addctm  mpnMntad  hi*  Mi 
Tirnn  or  those  of  his  oonatitoents  in  this  maM 
A  most  material  point  on  whioh  he  dtfltnl 
from  the  Address  was  the  paragraph  assuziag 
"  His  Bxcellsnoy  that  we  unite  with  him  it 
cordial  acknowledgment  of  the  prompt  ud 
efficient  support  received  from  the  Impantl 
Qoremmont,  which  will  enable  His  ExoeUeao^ 
to  carry  into  effect  measures  necessary  for  ths 
maintenance  of    Her  Majesty's  authority  ia 
these  Islands  and  for  the  suppression  of  armed 
insurrection."    That  was  a  sentiment  in  wiitgh 
he  could  not  concur.     He  hod  had  the  honont 
of  an  interview  with  His  Excellency  yesterdsj^ 
with  the  other  representatives  from  his  pi» 
vinoe,  on  the  subject  of  the  colonial  defences; 
and  the  result  of  that  interview  was  to  imptsM 
upon  him  the  fact  that  the  Executive  mn  not 
in  a  position  to  **  carry  into  effect  measoni 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  Her  MajsitT^ 
authori^  in  these  Islands,  and  for  the  sup;seir 
sion  of  armed  insurrection."     They  woold  ht 
able  to  protect  one  or  two  large  towns ;  bnk,  ia 
the  event  of  a  general  war  on  the  "  Kiiig  mow- 
ment,"  the  whole  of  the  settlers  in  scattana 
districts  and  in  the  centre  of  the  Island  must 
abandon  their  properties  and  retire  forssf^ 
to  one  or  other  of  the  centres  of  poputotiai 
whioh  the  Government  hod  force  sufficient  t» 
defend.     That  was  the  conclusion  at  whiah 
His  Excellency  had  arrived  at  the  interview  t» 
whioh  he  (&Ir.  Fox)  had  referred:  that,  with  11* 
force  at  bis  dispraal  or  that  might  be  placed 
at  his  disposal,  he  could  protect  the  centw 
of  population,  but  must  leave  the  settlen  i* 
the  outposts  to   protect   themselves  as  tbej 
could,  or  else  take  refuge  in  the  large  towsf' 
so  guarded.    He  (Mr.  Fox)  believed  that,  in 
the  event  of   a   general    war   on   the  King 
party,  they  were  in  a  position  literally  tqd 
absolutely  to  do  nothing  more.     And  not  osly 
were  they  short  of  troops,  but,  as  regarded  W 
province  to  which  he  belonged,  they  were  wiu- 
out  the  means  of  proteoting  themselves.   Thah 
were  twelve  thousand  souls  distributed  over  sn 
area  of  seven  million  acr^,  living  in  smdl 
hamlets  and  scattered  communities,  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  centres  that  were  to  be  JM- 
teoted  by  the  troope.    Of  this  population  ttMt 
thousand  were  capable  of  bearing  arms;  aid 
yet  there  were  only  eleven  hundred  stand  of 
arms  for  the  whole  of  the  people.     There  iW 
nothing  for  it,  therefore,  in  the  event  of  a 
genertui  war  on  the  King  movement,  but  fortbt 
ottt-eettlers  to  flee  to  the  towns  of  Wellingtm 
and  Wanganui  and  seek  protection  under  tbs 
guns  of  the  forts.     That  would  not  be,  he  ootl- 
tended,  maintaining  Her  Majesty's  supieioacy 
or  putting  down  armed  insurrection.     He  dn 
thank  BUs  Excellency  for  telling  them  thst 
the  overtures  for  peace  were  made  by  the  it- 
surgent  Natives,  for  the  general  impression  otk 
the  colony  on  first  reading  the  news  was  thtt 
the  overtures  had  been  made  by  the  Governor. 
He  was  satisfied  now  that  that  was  not  tha 
case ;  and  he  trusted  the  House  wonld  soon  bi 
in  a  position  to  assure  themselves  by  dooO- 
mentary  evidence  that  that  snpposition  wu 
.b%ted  on  a  .false<  impression.     He  oooUatt 
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^OBgntnbrte  Ss  Bzeelleney  upon  the  extent 
to  which  he  had  "  acconunoclated  his  quarrel 
vUh  fte  Natives,"  as  the  Duke  of  Nevroastle 
Jateljr  described  the  negotiations  at  Taranaki ; 
forthat  quarrel  still  remained.  William  King 
njeeted  ibe  tenns proposed,  and,  as  the  honour- 
able the  mover  of  uie  Address  said,  hcKl  sulkily 
gone  o0  to  a  state  of  isolation  with  his  ad- 
narento,  which  consisted  of  the  bulk  of  the  Nga- 
tiawa  "Mbe.  It  would  appear  from  documents 
to  bo  laid  before  the  House  that  not  only  had 
the  great  leader,  William  King,  not  accepted  the 
term*  of  peace  when  the  Qovemor  went  down 
to  Waitara  to  accommodate  his  quarrel  with  the 
NativeB,  but  generally  the  Natives  had  not ;  for 
Qiey  had  blockaded  aJl  the  coast  from  Taranaki 
io  Wanganni,  and  turned  back  the  postman 
mOx  the  threat  that  Her  Majesty's  mail  would 
bedeatroyed  if  he  again  ventured  on  their  ter- 
litoty — and  all  since  the  accommodation.  He 
fllr.  Fox)  therefore  thought  that  there  was 
ntHe  cause  for  congratulation  on  that  point. 
The  terms  which  His  Excellency  offered  to  the 
Waikato  Tribe  were  not  under  discussion,  for 
tiny  were  only  casually  alluded  to  in  the 
Address ;  but  they  would  be  gone  into  at  an- 
other time.  As  a  representative  from  a  pro- 
vince containing  a  large  number  of  Natives,  he 
moat  protest  against  the  language  used  by  the 
homrarable  member  who  moved  the  Address — 
that  the  Natives  were  men  disloyal  to  the 
British  supremacy,  opposed  to  the  introduction 
of  onr  laws,  and  that  a  number  were  desirous 
of  driving  the  settlers  out  of  the  country.  He 
coBseientiously  believed  there  was  not  a  word 
of  tenth  in  it.  He  believed  the  honourable 
gBDtleman  was  partly  misled  by  trading  poli- 
tieians,  and  partly  also  from  a  want  of  local 
knowledge ;  for  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
hmoarable  gentlemen  from  the  South  were 
dndorably  ignorant  of  Northern  affairs.  Hd 
^u.  ¥ot.)  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  an 
Mening  even  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  to  do 
Wat  which  the  Governor  in  18S7  songht  to  turn 
to  good  and  not  to  evil.  It  was  an  unfortunate 
'ttxBg  when,  in  1868,  His  Excellency  abandoned 
8iat  great  and  good  movement ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Vb^  attribnted  to  the  unfortunate  move  of 
abandoning  that  experiment — as'  did  also  the 
Waikato  Committee  —  our  conflict  with  the 
HaUves.  If  the  thing  had  then  been  taken 
at  the  flood  it  would  have  led  on  to  for- 
tmie,  and  the  miserable  war  in  Taranaki, 
and  ttie  King  flag,  would  never  have  been 
iieaid  of  in  the  country.  He  disclaimed 
tiiat  the  eight  thousand  Natives  in  his  pro- 
vinoe  were  disloyal  and  hated  the  Europeans. 
Many  of  those  men  came  forward  and  ezer- 
daed  the  right  of  voting  at  the  elections  for 
nfemfaeis ;  and  they  did  not  dislike  our  laws. 
The  Europeans  now  lived  in  their  midst  on  the 
meat  friendly  terms,  and  had  ever  done  so.  He 
protested  against  the  mode  of  negotiating  with 
the  Natives.  Instead  of  sending  ambassadors 
to  deal  with  the  powerful  chiefs,  they  sent  a 
sealed  letter  by  the  hands  of  a  third-rate  clerk 
tolhe  Waikato  country,  containing  this  proposi- 
tion— 'for  that  was  the  burden  of  it — "  Accept 
'  Sia-Tlieafty  of  Waitangi,  or  I  will  make  you." 


If,' instead  of  that  course  of  policy,  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  steps  to  continue  the  policy 
inaugurated  by  Mr.  Fenton  in  1867,  the  Natives 
would  have  becoAe  loyal,  and  their  love  for  law 
and  order  would  have  rapidly  strengthened. 
Therefore  he  did  not  express  his  satisfacCioit 
for  the  terms  that  hod  been  offered  to  the  Wai- 
kato tribes.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  Address  that  the 
law  should  curtail  the  expenditure ;  but  what 
would  the  honourable  gentleman  think  of  the 
Oovemment — those  who  made  the  law— violat- 
ing it  in  that  regard?  No  doubt  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  were  not  made  to 
hit  his  friends,  but  were  intended  to  glance  off 
to  another  quarter,  where,  in  a  southern  pro- 
vince, there  had  been  an  unauthorized  expen- 
diture of  £70,000 ;  but  he  (Mr.  Pox)  was  happy 
to  inform  the  Honse  that  the  Provmcial  Coun- 
cil of  that  prorince,  shortly  before  he  oome 
up  to  attend  the  session,  passed,  in  the  mo^ 
kmdly  and  honourable  manner,  a  Bill  of  In- 
demnity, which  was  t^e  severest  censure  upon 
those  who,  by  their  perseverance  in  not  dis- 
solving the  late  Council,  had  thrown  the  pr»- 
vinoe  into  confusion,  and  had  done  mors  to 
injure  the  cause  of  constitutional  freedom  in 
this  country  than  years  of  any  assistanoe  by 
them  in  the  colony  would  be  likely  to  amend. 
Beliering  that  the  documents  meuit  nothing, 
he  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  Address ; 
but  he  would  give  the  House  an  opportunitv 
of  discussing  in  detail  the  acts  of  the  Ooveio- 
ment  on  Wednesday  week. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  would  not  enter  into 
a  discussion  on  the  policy  of  the  Oovemment,. 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  Honse  hod  given  notice  of  moticn 
which  would  subsequently  raise  the  debate; 
but  he  had  an  observation  to  make  on  a  matter 
that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
during  his  speech.  He  had  stated  certain 
matters  as  having  passed  at  an  interview  with 
His  Excellency.  Now,  it  would  be  well,  for 
the  purpose  of  reference,  on  this  as  on  (^ 
future  occasions,  to  put  the  verbiage  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  writing,  so  that  it  could  be  used 
as  a  matter  of  reference  in  cose  of  dispute.  It 
was  quite  possible  that  certain  statements  ■ 
might  be  denied,  or  explained  as  not  bearing 
the  construction  put  upon  them;  and,  under 
those  circumstances,  he  thought  the  honour- 
able member  should  embody  what  actually 
took  place  at  the  interview  with  His  Excellency 
in  a  memorandum  form,  to  which  His  Excel- 
lency's assent  should  be  obtained.  That  would 
satisfy  all  p&rties. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.  — Sir,  I  shouH  not 
have  thought  it  at  all  necessary  to  make  any 
observations  on  the  Address  in  Reply  hod  it 
not  been  for  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
brought  under  our  observation  by  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Timaru.  I  thought 
it  generally  understood  that  this  Address  was 
taken  as  an  echo  of  His  Excellency's  Speech, 
and  as  the  proper  and  complimentary  form  in 
which  this  House  replied  to  the  formal  Speedh 
of  the  Governor ;  but  the  character  which  h^ 
been  given  to  the  Address  by  the  speech  of  t&a 
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bonoarable  gentleman  who  introdnced  it  is  one 
which,  however  little  it  may  be  liable  to  be 
misunderstood  within  the  walls  of  this  House, 
is  likely  to  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  misinter- 
pretation in  the  country.  And  when  the  Ad- 
dress is  read  in  distant  provinces  of  New 
Zealand,  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  such  a  speech  as  we  have  just  heard, 
I,  for  my  part,  desire  not  to  share  in  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  sentiments  which  it  con- 
tains. I '  do  not  avoid,  however,  paying  my 
meed  of  approbation  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  speech  was  delivered  by,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  an 
ornament  to  this  House ;  but  I  cannot  accede 
to  the  spirit  which  governed  his  remarks  gene- 
rally— namely,  the  anticipation  that  the  Na- 
tives throughout  the  country  would  refuse  to 
accept  the  institution  of  law  which  we  sought 
to  give  them.  I  am  sure  that  no  more  fatal 
disaster  could  befal  this  country  than  for  this 
House  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  ought 
not  to  attempt  to  convert  the  Native  mind  to 
English  law.  If  the  Ncttives  come  to  see  that 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  have  abandoned 
their  efforts,  that  we  are  not  able  to  govern 
them  except  by  force — for  of  that  there  can  be 
oo  doubt — then  the  result  most  be  disastrous. 
Sir,  I  do  not  think,  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ran^itikei,  that  we  are  unable  to  en- 
force compliance  with  our  wishes. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  only  report  His  Excellency's 
sentiments. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  have  strong  hopes 
of  the  Native  affairs ;  but  I  thoroughly  agree 
\|ith  the  opinion  that  an  absolute  necessity 
exists  for  showing  the  Natives,  once  for  all,  that 
the  supremacy  of  the  Grown  in  these  Islands  is 
no  longer  a  sham  ;  that  it  must  be  recognized 
— ^with  consent,  if  we  get  it ;  and  without,  if 
they  refuse.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  honour- 
able members  that  we  should  have  no  more 
policy  of  sentiment;  yet  I  would  say  that  in 
1858  we  abandoned  the  attempt  for  the  intro- 
duction of  law  and  order  among  the  Natives, 
which  gave  signs  of  high  promise;  and,  hav- 
ing so  abandoned  that  undertaking,  we  took  no 
pams  to  give  utterance  to  sentiments  which 
might  lead  the  Native  race  to  accept  peace,  and 
80  avert  from  ourselves  and  the  Natives  the 
calamities  that  must  follow  thb  destruction  of 
that  people — for  there  is  no  other  alternative, 
if  the  war  be  resumed.  I  am  perfectly  well 
aware  of  all  the  arguments  that  can  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  English  side  of  the  question. 
It  is  desperatel|r  intolerable  that,  instead  of  law, 
and  order,  and  peace,  and  good  government  in 
tiie  country,  we  should  be,  as  we  reallj  are, 
living  under  the  tomahawk ;  for  we  are  in  this 
condition,  that  the  out-settlers  are  living  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Natives.  It  is  an  intolerable  state 
of  thmgs,  and  ought  not  to  continue ;  but  we 
should  join  hand  to  hand,  not  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  we  shall  have  to  fight,  but  in  the  most 
earnest  manner  to  induce  the  Natives  to  be- 
lieve that  we  mean  their  good  and  not  their 
destruction.  Sir,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  no 
one  in  this  House  will  have  misunderstood  the 
observations  of  my  hononiable  Iriend  in  moving 
l£r.  Dillon  BeU 


the  Address ;  but  I  am  fearful  that  it  may  fa* 
misunderstood  out  of  doors,  and  with  that 
impression  I  have  now  expressed  my  own 
views. 

Mr.  JOLLIE. — I  wish  to  explain,  in  relatice 
to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member  %ibo 
last  addressed  the  House,  that  I  had  no  idea — 
perhaps  I  may  have  spoken  a  little  more 
strongly  than  I  otherwise  should  have  done  if  I 
had  been  speaking  more  deliberately — of  api^- 
ing  my  remarks  to  the  whole  of  the  Natives  of 
this  country.  I  expressly  excepted  the  north- 
em'  Natives,  and  I  have  not  included  the  whole 
of  the  southern  Natives,  but  merely  (hose  in 
immediate  contiguity  with  two  northern  aettie- 
ments. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  he  was  glad  that 
the  proposal  had  been  made  by  the  Coi<mial 
Secretary  that  the  facts  brought  forward  at  the 
deputation  mentioned  should  be  embodied  in  a 
memorandum,  and  receive  the  sanction  of  His 
Excellency  on  the  one  part,  and  of  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  deputation  on  the  other ; 
for,  while  he  felt  grateful  for  freedom  of  tsxmes- 
sion,  yet  in  the  whole  course  of  his  New  Zea- 
land experience  he  never  bad  been   so  filled 
with  alarm  as  by  the  statement  made  by  His 
Excellency  ;    and  he   did  think   that  memo- 
randa such  as  proposed  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  honourable  members,  which  would  be  the 
means  of  guiding  those  honourable  gentlemen 
from  a  distance  who  were  meddling  with  the 
very  grave  question  the  House  had  to  diqnas 
of.    He  entreated  especially  thoso  gentlemen 
who  had  left  safe  firesides,  where  neither  thaiT 
wives,  nor  .children,  nor  flocks  were   at  the 
mercy  of  savages,  to  pause  before  they  pressed 
upon  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  expoaed 
daily  to  those  risks  a  course  of  policy  which 
might  be  fatal  to  many,  as  well  as  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony.    The  remark  that  we 
were  living  at  the  mercy  of  the  aboriginal  race 
was  true,  and  reflected  the  greatest  credit  ripaa 
them.     What  greater  panegyric  could  be  pro- 
nounced on  the  Native  race  than  was  ooo- 
tained  in  the  statement  of  fact  that  for  the 
past  twelve  months  we  had  "been  living  anumg 
them,  with  the  knowledge  in  their  possaanon 
that  we  were  in  their  power,  and  yet  that  they 
forbore  to  use  that  power  ?    It  was  a  &wst  un- 
paralleled in  history.    Seeing,  therefore,  that 
wo  owed  so  much  to  tiie  forbearance  of  this  Ka- 
tives,  he  trusted  honourable  gentlemen  wonid 
come  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  with 
that  coolness  the  circumstances  of  the  eamt 
required  —  he  trusted  they  would  remember 
that  it  was  a  question  of  a  war  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  not  m  Ohina,  and  would  affect  not 
only  the  European  inhabitants,  but  also  the 
large  proportion  of  friendly  Natives  who  were 
disposed  to  live  under  English  laws. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  felt  that  he  could  axA 
accept  as  correct  the  expressions  of  the  honour- 
able the  mover  of  the  Reply  with  reference  to 
the  Natives  south  of  Auckland,  even  as  Uioae 
expressions  had  been  modified  by  his  explana- 
tion. The  honourable  gentleman  had  now  re- 
duced his  first  sweeping  accusation  ^  stat- 
ing that  he  had  intended  it  to  apply  to  the 
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,Katm  inhftbiteuita  of  the  distriots  contignons 
to  the  two  main  settlements  of  the  Northern 
Island — Auckland,  no  doubt,  being  one  of  those 
.Alluded  to  by  him.  Now,  be  (Mr.  Williamson) 
felt  bomid  to  state  that  the  Natives  of  the  dis- 
tn«ts  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Auck- 
hnd  had  remained,  throughout  the  whole  of 
Oie  uneasiness  and  disquietude  of  the  last  fif- 
teen 01  eighteen  months,  friendly  to  the  Euro- 
-|)e*n  inhabitants,  of  which  fact  they  gave  suffi- 
cient evidence  under  peculiarly  trying  clroum- 
Ctances,  which  occurred  while  the  Assembly 
was  last  in  session.  At  that  time,  it  might  be 
lemembered  that  an  aimed  party  of  Natives 
'Mine  from  the  Upper  Waikato  to  a  place 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  house  in 
which  honourable  members  were  now  sitting, 
ba  the  purpose  of  reopening  a  case  already 
disposed  of  by  Coroner's  inquest.  The  laudable 
conduct  on  the  occasion  of  well-known  neigh- 
bouring chiefs  was  snch  as  prevented  con- 
wquences  fearful  to  contemplate.    He  might 

.nier  to  the  honourable  member  for  Newton, 
who  possessed  estates  in  the  Native  District  of 

-Ifangere,  almost  within  a  stone's-throw  of  the 
Eoose  who  could  tell -them  of  the  friendliness 
and  good  neighbourship  that  he  had  invariably 
experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  Natives  aa- 
joioing  him.  He  (Mr.  Williamson)  believed 
that,  now  that  the  war  had  been  brought  to  a 
«kMe  at  Tacanaki,  there  would  not  be  much 

.  difficulty  foand  in  almost  immediately  resum- 

.  ing  in  (hose  distriots  a  similar  work  to  that 
-oonunenced  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Fenton. 
Hembers  who  sat  upon  the  Waikato  Committee 
-d  last  session  womd  recollect  that  then  the 
-afanoat  universal  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Waikato  Native  witnesses  on  Uiis  subject  was 
4o  the  effect  that,  if  fighting  was  put  an  end  to 
4t  Taianaki,  there  would  be  little  or  no  diffi- 
-eolty  in  resuming  that  good  work  in  their  dis- 
tricts. He,  for  one,  could  thank  the  Qovemor 
far  having  so  promptly  taken  advantage  of  the 
cppaitunity  oSered  by  the  pfoposals  for  peace 
«l  the  insurgent  Natives,  and  bringing  the  un- 
happy war  at  Taranaki  to  an  end.    From  all 

.  that  he  had  learnt  with  reference  to  that  event, 
Jm  ootild  not  agree  with  those  who  thought 
that  the  proposed  did  not  first  come  from  the 

.  Hative  sue;  but,  however  that  might  be,  he 
ngretted  that  the  thing  had  not  been  sooner 
done,  for  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
favoniable  opportunities  had  occurred,  even 
while  the  House  was  last  in  session,  of  putting 
an  and  to  the  war,  which,  had  advantage  been 
'taken  of  them,  would  have  saved  many  useful 
lives  which  had  been  sacrificed,  and  much 
valuable  property  which  had  been  destroyed, 
■ittoe  that  time.  He  merely  wished  to  say,  with 

.  zefarenee  to  the  Reply  which  was  about  to  be 
made  to  the  Governor's  Speech,  that,  while  he 
eonld  cordially  unite  in'  thanking  His  Bxcel- 
laooy  for  the  frank  and  candid  avowal  of  what 
lukd  been  done  by  Him  and,  so  far  as  he  had 
stated,  what  he  intended  to  do,  yet  he  (Mr. 
WiUiainscn)  did  not  wish  to  be  committed  to 

.  -St  approv^  of  either.  He  had  seen  no  reason 
whatever  to  cause  him  to  alter  the  opinion 

.'«hiah  he  formerly  entertained  and  exfaessed 


in  that  House,  that  the  commencement  of  war 
at  Taranaki  was  an  iU-advised  and  unnecessary 
proceeding. 

Mr.  WELD  objected  to  the  irregular  natuie 
of  the  debate.  Had  he  been  aware  that  they 
were  about  to  enter  into  a  debate  touching  the 
future  policy  of  the  Govemme^nt  he  should 
have  come  prepared.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei  having  given  ndtice  of  his 
motion  with  the  view  of  bringing  the  polioy  of 
the  Government  before  the  House,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  two  debates.  The  Government 
were  quite  willing  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on 
any  of  the  questions  already  touched  upon  by 
honourable  members ;  but  then  it  was  advisabM 
that  this  should  be  done  in  a  regular  manner. 
Some  points  on  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  had  spoken  would  perhaps  ha 
part  of  his  case.  If  he  (Mr.  Weld)  replied  to 
what  he  considered  certain  fallacies  of  the 
honourable  member,  it  would  only  be  prolong- 
ing this  irregular  debate.  He  thought,  on  the 
pomt  of  order,  they  were  wrong.  The  honour- 
able the  mover  of  the  Address  had  already 
made  his  reply,  and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  believed  they 
were  now  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  they  were  quite  in 
order :  the  motion  before  the  Housjs  was  for  tlM 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Address  adopted  by  the  House. 

It  was  ordered.  That  Mr.  Speaker,  aeoom- 
panied  by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Address,  do  present  the  said  Address  to  Hia 
Excellency  the  Governor, 

NEW  WRIT. 

Mr.  FOX  moveJ  the  suspension  of  Standing 
Order  No.  56,  in  order  to  move  for  the  issue  (3 
a  new  writ  for  the  District  of  Wanganui.  The 
honourable  member  elected  for  that  district 
had  been  advised  since  his  election  that  he  vras 
disqualified  by  "The  Disqualification  Act, 
1858."  The  substance  of  the  Act  was  that  any 
person  holding  an  office  of  profit  or  emolument 
under  Government,  in  any  of  the  departments 
therein  mentioned,  was  disqualified  &om  being 
elected,  and  was  subject  to  a  penalty  if  he  pre- 
sumed to  take  his  seat.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a 
Sheriff,  and,  the  Sheriffs  having  lately  been 
authorized  to  retain  the  fees  as  salary  for  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  there  appeared  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Harrison  was  disqualified.  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  therefore  moved  the  suspension  of 
Standing  Order  No.  56,  in  order  that  a  new 
writ  might  be  issued  immediately,  as  the  only 
vessel  that  might  be  going  to  the  South  m 
some  time  was  to  sail  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  BRANDON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  not  proved  the  seat  to  be  vacant.  He 
(Mr.  Stafford)  would  suggest  that  the  best  plan 
of  so  doing  would  be,  that  the  original  writ, 
duly  returned,  should  be  laid  on  the  table, 
with  the  Treasurer's  aopounts,  showing  that 
Mr.  Harrison,  as  Sheriff,  had  received  certain 
fees,  bringing  his  case  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Disqualification  Act.  The  House  then, 
having  received  sufficient  proof,  would  deolaia 
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that  the  seat  was  Vacant,  and  lequest  His 
Ezoellency  to  issue  a  new  writ. 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  think  resting  the  qaes- 
'tion  of  disqaalifloation  on  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
aonnts  would  be  satisfactory,  as  it  might 
happen  that  no  foes  had  actually  been  received 
by  Mr.  Harpson,  though  he  was  entitled  to 
feoeive  them.  The  matter  was  made  the  more 
oompUcafed  as,  at  the  very  moment  of  the  de- 
psirtiire  of  the  members,  a  writ  of  execution 
had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Harrison's  district,  and 
he  had  ridden  after  it  to  sde  that  nothing  should 
happen  to  it. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  suggested  that  a 
eMrtifloate  from  the  Attomey-Qeneral's  Depart- 
ment would  answer  better.-  The  GoVSmment 
would  give  all  the  information  they  could  by 
to-morrow,  if  the  honourable  member  would 
give  notice  to  move  his  motion  then.  This 
-would  be  quite  time  enough,  as  Ae  "  Storm- 
.1>ird  "  would  not  start  till  Thursday. 

Mr.  FOX  withdrew  his  motion,  and  gave 
notiee  for  to-morrow. 

RESIGNATION. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  annonnoed  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  H.  P.  Stork,  Esq.,  resigning  his  seat 
M  Stember  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
Napier. 

The  House  adjourned  at  four  o'clock'p.m. 


HOUSE    OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  12th  June,  1861. 


Adaren  In  Beply— Beads— Kew  VTrits— Waikato 
— Land-Purchase— Native  War— Native  Affairs 
—  Select  Committee  —  First  Beading  —  Native 
AOairs— I<and  Bevenue. 


Mr.  Sfeaksb  took  the  choir  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbisbbs. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  House  that,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  on  Monday,  he,  accompanied  by  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address,  had  waited 
upon  the  Governor  and  presented  the  Address, 
to  which  His  Excellency  returned  the  following 
xeplj  :— 

"Mb,    Spbakeb    Aim    dssruatss    of    ths 

H0D8£  OF  Rl^BESENTATIVnS, — 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  loyal  Address.  I  rely 
vrKh  confidence  on  your  coidial  co-operation  in 
all  measures  which  may  be  considered  neces- 
sary, under  existing  circumstances,  to  promote 
'  the  permanent  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  colony. 

"T.  Gobs  Bbowhb." 

KOADS. 
Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, If  the  Government  are  prepared  to  intro- 
'duce  any  measure  giving  power  to  make  roads 
through  ail  or  any  lands  in  the  colony  not 
lield  under  Crown  grant.  The  importance  of- 
Mr.  Stafford     ' 


making  roads  he  was  sure  was  appSiient  to  Uii 
House,  and  he  thought  that  by  a  little  manage 
ment  the  Natives  could  be  got  to  assist  Uie 
Government  in  forming  them.  If  the  Katrrdi 
were  assured  that  they  would  be  paid  for  tit* 
land  used  in  making  roods  he  was  oonfideat 
they  would  readily  acquiesce.  He  wae  awaie 
that  the  Natives  of  Moukaton  were  anzioos  to- 
make  a  road  in  their  own  neighbourhood ;  aoB 
the  importance  of  such  works  in  a  militaii^ 
point  of  ^ew  could  not  be  overestimated. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  the  Govera- 
ment  agreed  with  the  honourable  member  as  to 
the  importance  of  making  roads ;  but,  under 
present  circumstances.  Government  did  iMt 
contemplate  any  general  measure  on  tiie  sub- 
ject, nor  did  they  believe  a  special  liiesanrt 
necessary. 

NEW  WRITS. 

Standing  Orders  Nos.  55  and  56  beiag  sns- 
pended  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  for  this 
day,  it  was  resolved  that  respectful  addresass 
be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Qoveniac, 
requesting  him  to  cause  new  writs  to  be  issued 
for  the  election  of  members  for  this  House  ior 
Napierand  Wanganui.' 

WAIKATO. 

Mr.  FOX  called  the  attention  of  the  Horn* 
to  the  fact  that  certain  documents  ordered  \ij 
this  House,  in  the  lost  session,  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  McLean,  the  Native  Seoretwr, 
have  not  been  so  laid  thereon — particularly  In. 
Parris's  journal,  Mr.  Reimensohneider's  lettac, 
and  Mr.  Halse's  instructions  when  sent  to  llw 
Waikato ;  and  moved  that  the  same  be  ordecsd 
to  be  furnished  forthwith.  These  doonnMots 
had  been  ordered  lost  session — one  of  them  in 
the  second  week  of  it — and,  not  having  beto 
laid  on  the  table,  the  attention  of  t^e  Hoaa* 
was  called  to  the  fact  on  the  last  day  of  Aa 
session,  when  a  second  order  was  made ;  bat 
the  documents  had  not  yet  been  forwarded  to 
the  House.  There  was  also  another  doooiaeBt 
which  he  wished  to  be  ordered;  and,  by  par- 
mission  of  the  House,  he  would  add  to  his 
motion  these  words :  "  and  the  report  on  tits 
grass-seed  question  promised  by  the  Native 
Secretary  to  the  Waikato  Committee." 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  motion  vtM 
not  in  due  form.  The  House  had  no  power  to 
order  these  documents.  The  form  shotdd  be, 
"  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency,"  requesting  him  to  send  to  tite 
House  the  documents  required. 

Mr.  FOX  would  amend  the  motion,  as  -sag- 


Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  honourable  i 
ber  had  better  also  odd  to  his  request,  "  aby 
memoranda  by  Ministers  on  the  subject."  Sie 
(Mr.  Stafford)  had  observed  that  an  importatit 
memorandum,  written  by  himself,  whioh  was 
referred  to  by  the  Waikato  Committee,  and  had 
appeared  in  the  Wellington  Independent,  hiad 
been  omitted  to  be  printed  in  the  Joumalstof 
the  House  with  the  evidence  taken  by  Che 
Waikato  Committee.  Its  subjeot  w^  'Mr, 
Fenton's  withdrawal. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  document  was  -laaaltai. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


im.] 


Lmd-PmrOiaie. 


^ODSBL] 


xMcMW  WvN** 


HBWuriiere  in  the  WaOcato  eridenoa.  Tka 
Golooial  Saentarj  appeared  to  be  under  some 
misapprehension,  whioh  the  hononrabla  mam- 
bar  for  WiUlace  would  perhaps  set  right. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  was  not  surprised  at 
the  anxiety  shown  by  the  Oolonial  Secretary, 
lar  that  memorandum  had  been  esteemed  very 
jnghlr  by  the  Waikato  Committee,  who  com- 
pletely agreed  with  it.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber would,  if  he  looked,  find  it  printed  on  page 
95  of  the  Waikato  evidence.  He  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  did  not  think  the  report  on  the  grass-seed 
question  had  ever  been  written ;  but  there  had 
bean  laid  before  the  Waikato  Committee  a 
mom  of  articles  on  the  subjeot  that  had  ap- 
peared in  the  Maori  Meaunger,  and  whioh 
augbt, perhaps,, be  oonsidered  as  a  fulfilment 
of  the  pledge  of  the  Native  Seoretary. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  report  might  not  have 
bean  written,  but  it  bad  been  promised  to  the 
Waikato  Committee,  and  the  House  was  en- 
titled to  demand  it.  He  would  amend  his 
motion  by  adding  the  words, "  and  the  report  on 
the  giass-seed  question  promised  by  the  Native 
Seoretary  to  the  Waikato  Committee ;  "  and 
ittt  the  latter  portion  of  the  motion  be  would 
tDbstitnte  these  words :  "  and  moved.  That  a 
nspectfal  address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
Icney,  requesting  that  the  same  may  be  fur- 
nished forthwith." 

Ifotion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed. 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  show- 
tho  names  of  all  Commissioners,  Sub-Commis- 
lioneis.  District  Commissioners,  interpreters, 
eleiks,  surveyors,  and  other  persons,  if  any,  in 
or  connected  with  the  Land  Purchase  Depturt- 
ment;  the  salaries  of  each  such  person;  the 
particular  duty  on  whioh  each  is  at  present 
employed ;  the  place  where  each  is  at  present ; 
lad  the  date  of  the  latest  report  received  from 
aaeh.  Also,  the  number  of  acres  in  which  the 
Native  title  has  been  extinguished  during  the 
twelve  months  ending  the  1st  June  instant, 
and  the  purchase-money  paid,  or  agreed  to  be 
paid,  for  the  same.  Also,  the  number  of  acres 
Borveyed  during  snch  twelve  months  by  sur- 
vayora  in  the  Cand  Porchase  Departmest,  or 
■nier  its  order*. 

NATIVE  WAR. 
Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  there  be  laid  on  file 
table  a  return  showing-:— (1)  1%e  actual  or 
estimated  cost  of  the  war  in  New  Zealtuid  to 
tits  present  date ;  (2)  the  estimated  value  of 
the  property  destroyed  at  Taranaki  by  hostile 
Mafaves  during  .the  war;  (8)  the  actual  num- 
ber of  lives  lost  on  the  European  side,  and 
aatimated  to  be  lost  on  the  Native  side,  so  far 
aaaaeerUunable  from  the  despatches  of  the  mili- 
tary eommanders,  Assistant  Native  Secretary, 
or  other  officers  of  Government ;  (4)  the  esti- 
mated quantity  of  land  to  which  the  Govern- 
iBent  will  be  entitled  under  the  terms  of  peaoe 
proposed  to  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe,  clause  8 ;  (6) 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  New  Zealand 
purchased  by  the  Government  from  the  Natives 


•iaoerthalstffaonaiy,  18i0,  ftistingniahing  tha 
Moithem  and  Middle  Island  in  aaok  caaa  m- 
speetivaly;  (6)  the  groaa  amount  of  porohma 
money  paid  to  the  Nativea  for  the  iastly-aneo- 
timied  lands,  distinguishing  the  Northran  aal 
Middle  Islanid  in  each  case  respectively. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Government  wonH 
furnish  this  return  so  far  as  they  could,  bat 
it  would  neoessarily  be  very  imperfeot.  Hk 
thought  it  would  not  be  possible  to  obtsin, 
except  by  application  to  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, many  of  the  heaviest  items  in  the  ooat  ot 
the  war — as  the  cost  of  tran^mrt  of  troops, 
military  stores  sent  out,  Armstrong  guns,  l»^ 
thongh  they  would,  perhaps,  be  able  to  aaaa* 
tain  the  cost  of  transporting  from  Australia  tbs 
troops  whioh  General  Pratt  brought ;  and  tb* 
'expenditure  from  the  Colonial  Treasury  tksf 
would  he  able  to  give,  though  not  with  paziact 
accuracy,  as  it  was  still  going  on.  '  The  loss  of 
life  on  the  English  side  they  oould,  no  doubt, 
obtain  with  perfect  aoooraoy ;  but  the  loas  of 
the  Natives  they  could  oaly  oonjeotnta.  M»- 
cording  to  the  Natives'  own  statements,  it  waa 
between  two  and  three  hundred.  The  Govern- 
ment would,  however,  furnish  the  Honae  with 
all  the  inforniation  they  could  obtain  onliift 
subjects  conliuned  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion,  and  said 
the  value  of  the  return  would  depend  on  ^ 
detail  with  whioh  the  items  were  given.  Hp 
had  reason  to  believe  that  soma  things— 4^- 
bullock  teams,  &a. — would  be  found  to  ha^ 
been  paid  for  at  a  rate  altogether  beyond  wh%fe 
was  fair  and  retMonable. 

Mr.  FOX  proposed  that  the  Imperial  expendi- 
ture might  00  prepared  in  a  suggestive  form,, 
giving  the  number  of  troops  employed  in  tl^ 
colony  at  different  periods,  specifying  whaco 
they  came  from,  with  the  number  of  men-o(- 
war  stationed  here,  <S;o.,  leaving  honourahla 
members  to  make  their  own  estimates  fl 
probable  cost. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  wished  to  know  the  object  «H 
the  mover  and  seconder  in  seeking  to  know  tas 
cost  of  the  war.  It  was  clearly  an  Imperial 
question,  and  the  less  the  House  had  to  fSft- 
with  it  the  better.  It  would  be  time  enough  fjo  - 
inquire  how  muoh  the  cost  was  when  the  Ii4> 
perial  Government  asked  them  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member  i))e 
the  Northern  Division  was  speaking  rather  tM 
confidently  wheta  he  said  this  was  entirely  an 
Imperil^  war ;  for  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  observed  » 
late  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in 
which  surprise  was  expressed  at  the  Colonial 
Seoretary  hinting  at  the  possibility  of  the  Im> 
perial  Government  paying  any  part  of  the  \odti 
expenses  of  "  this  wmoh  is  so  emphatieally  • 
settlers*  war." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— That  only  refers  to  ths 
Militia  expenses.  , 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  say  it  was  a  settlers'  w(ir. 
He  had  much  doubt  if  it  were  entirely  tta. 
Imperial  war  and  if  the  colony  would' Inot 
have,  to  pay  a  share  of  the  million  or  half- 
million  whibh  it  was  likely  to  cost ;  but,  atj  all 
isvenits,  the  House  would  be  acting  foolishly  to., 
thrust  their  haadjt  in  the  sand  like  the  ostiacb,. 
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«hd  refoM  to  see  the  expenses  to  which  thej 
might  be  liable.  The  Imperial  OoTemment 
nui  it  was  a  settlers'  war :  then  let  the  House 
aee  how  much,  under  the  worst  circumstances, 
ihey  might  have  to  pay.  At  all  events,  it  was 
tk  laudable  curiosity  to  wish  to  know  what  such 
trars  as  these,  whether  Imperial  or  settlers', 
were  likely  to  cost  the  great  Empire  of  which 
4hey  formed  a  part. 
,    Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  APPAIBS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed, 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  show- 
-ing  the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in  the 
HatiTe  Secretary's  Office,  the  capacity  in  which 
employed,  the  salary  of  each,  the  particular 
senrioe  on  which  employed,  and  the  place 
-where  at  present  employed. 

SEIiECT  COMMITTEE. 
Pbitats  Buxs.— Mr.  Bussell,  Mr.  Domett, 
-«ad  Mr.  MoOlasham. 

FIRST  RBADINQ. 
Waitaki    Boundary    Questions    Settlement 


NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PITZHERBERT,  it 
vas  agreed,  That  a  respectful  address  be  pre- 
■ented  to  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  re- 
questing him  to  send  down  to  this  House  copies 
m  all  correspondence  relating  to  the  resignation 
«f  Mr.  McLean,  the  late  Native  Seoreta^. 

LAND  REVENDB. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  FEATHERSTON,  it 
was  agreed.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a 
zetum  showing  the  amounts  retained  by  the 
Cleneral  Qovemment  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
land  sales  of  the  several  Provinces  of  Auckland, 
Wellington,  and  New  Plymouth,  on  account  of 
the  reserved  sixths,  from  the  Ist  January,  1858, 
to  the  latest  dates  to  which  retains  have  been 
furnished  by  the  provinces ;  showing  when  the 
taid  sums  were  received  by  the  General  Qovetn- 
loent,  and  when  and  on  what  special  securities 
'the  same  are  respectively  invested,  and  the 
cmonnt  of  interest  received  thereon. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  six  o'clock 

LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

Tkunday,  13th  June,  1861. 

tMnm  in  Beply— Address  to  Hsr  Hajestv— Besldent 
Hs^istrates  Ordinaoca  Amendment  Bill— Com- 
mlssionerB'  Powers  Bill— First  Beading— Third 
adlns— Ijaad  Registry  Amendment  Bill---8urvey 
OoiTeotion  BUI; 

The  Hon.  the  Bpbaxbb  took  the  chair  »t  two 
■o'clock. 

ADDBE8S  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  Oonn- 
«il  that  he  hod  presented  to  Hia  B^oellenoy  the 
Mr.  Pox 


Ooremor  the  Address  in  nply  to  His  Ezoel- 
lenoy's  Speech,  and  that  His  Excellency  had 
been  pleased  to  repl}^  as  follows : — 

"  HONODKABLE     OEKTt.EM]m     OF    THB     LBQIS- 
LATIVB  ConSCIL, — 

"  I  thank  yon  for  your  loyal  address,  and 
have  every  hope  that  your  cordial  co-operation 
in  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  wiO 
promote  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand. 

"T.  Gobs  Bbowxb. 
"  Government  House, 

"  Auckland,  12th  June,  1861." 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANG  RED  said  that  the 
duty  devolved  on  him  of  asking  the  Coqncil  to 
mark  their  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by  Her 
Majesty  in  the -death  of  Her  Royal  Highneai 
the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  to  express  their 
loyalty  to  the  Throne.  It  was  the  privilege 
of  a  free  people  to  sympathize  with  the  sor- 
rows of  their  monarch.  The  bright  example 
which  Her  Majesty  set,  not  only  to  her  anb- 
jects,  bat  to  every  sovereign  of  the  world, 
must  in  a  great  measure  he  attributed  to 
the  mother  who  had  trained  her  child  in  the 
exercise  of  virtues  and  qualities  which  vroold 
have  their  influence  on  future  generations.  He 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  address: — 
"Most  Gbaciods  Sovkbeiom, —  .  ■ 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  \ojti 
snbiects,  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zetr- 
land,  in  Parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  to 
submit  to  your  Majesty  the  expression  of  onz 
deep  concern  for  the  loss  which  your  Majesty 
has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Her  Royal  Hi^i- 
ness  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  and  of  our  sincere 
regret  at  that  melancholy  event,  and  to  aasuie 
your  Majesty  that,  animated  by  feelings  of  de- 
voted loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  throne  and  of 
affectionate  attachment  to  your  Majesty^ 
person,  we  shall  ever  feel  the  warmest  interest 
in  whatever  concerns  your  Majesty's  domestio 
relations,  and  the  most  ardent  desire  for  the 
happiness  of  your  Majesty  and  of  your  family. 

Address  adopted,  and  ordered  tabe  presented 
to  His  Excellency  by  the  Hoq.  the  Speaker, 
with  a  respectful  address,  requesting  His  Excel- 
lency to  transmit  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to  be  laid 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  OBDINANOB 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved  foe 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  declare  that 
certain  statutes  do  not  apply  to  civil  oaeee 
before  Resident  Magistrates  .and  Jastioea  of 
the  Peace.  He  said  that  questions  had  been 
raised  whether  certain  ordinances  and  Aoti 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  he  sought  to  introdnea 
applied  to  civil  cases.  It  was  never  intended 
that  they  should  so  Applyi  *nd  it  would  be  most 
inconvenient  if  they  did ;  but  it  was  desirable 
at  once  to  set  at  rest  all  doubts  on  the  subjeet : 
«nd  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  simply  to  de- 
clare that  they  did  not  apply. 

Leave  granted,  and  Bill  introduced. 
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COMMISSIONERS'  POWERS  BILIi. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  for 
iMve  to  introduce  this  Bill,  spoke  of  the  incon- 
tenienoe  thkt  had  arisen  from  Commissioners 
^ipointed  nnder  the  seal  of  the  colony  having 
been  nnable  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  in- 
stances of  which  he  cited.  By  this  Bill  it  was 
proposed  to  give  to  such  Commissioners  similar 
powers  of  summoning  and  examining  witnesses, 
•ad  of   requiring   production   of    books  and 

Eipers,  to  those  now  possessed  by  Courts  of 
w  and  Jostices  of  the  Peace  in  cases  brought 
before  them  to  be  heard  and  determined. 
Leave  granted,  and  Bill  introduced. 

FIRST  KEADINO. 
Advances  to  Agents  BilL 

THIRD  READINO. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

LAND  BEOrSTBY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved  the  se- 
eond  reading  of  the  Land  Registry  Amendment 
Bill.  He  stated  that  "  The  Land  Registry  Act, 
1860,"  empowered  the  Oovemor  in  Council  and 
Begistrar-Oeneral  of  Land  to  make  regulations 
under  that  Act.  Regulations  had  been  made, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  give  them  the  force  of 
law.  He  was  asking  the  House  to  do  nothing 
new,  as  a  similar  course  had  been  adopted  in 
nving*eSect  to  rules  issued  for  the  Sapreme 
Court.  The  Legislature  would  not  encumber 
themselves  with  the  regulations,  but  would 
limpiy  confirm  them,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Oovemoi  in  Council  and  Registrar-Oe- 
neral,  and  to  avoid  frequent  questions  that 
Bight  otherwise  arise  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  proposed  Bill  would  also  explain  certain 
elaoses  in  the  original  Act  of  i860. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
BiUee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
•mendmenta. 

SURVEY  CORRECTldir  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
Meond  reading  of  the  Survey  Correction  Bill, 
Mid  there  were  defects  in  existing  surveys 
which  it  was  the  object  of  this  Act  to  remedy. 
Some  of  these  mistakes  stood  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  "  The  Land  Registry  Act,  1860," 
and  some  sort  of  machinery  was  necessary  to 
ewiect  obvious  defects  and  errors.  Other  cases 
night  arise  besides  those  to  which  the  Act  was 
intended  to  apply ;  but  in  the  meantime  some 
Mtncti<Ht  most  be  made,  and  the  proposed 
•aactment    appeared  to  provide   the  proper 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee,   and  reported   to    the   Council  vrith 
.  amendments. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP  EBPBESBNTATIVES. 
Thunday,  i;3th  Jttnt,  1861. 


OespstelM*-^ 
liibrary  snd  PrinUoa— Cattle  DisesM— Abdoetiott 
'  —Steam  Postal  Service— Land  Qaastlon— Seconil 
Beading  —  Bill  Disohargsd  —  Appointments — 
Iieava  of  Absanoe— Land  Poronasa  —  MlUtsrg 
Stores  —Addresses  to  His  BzoeUaney 

Mr.  Spxakxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'olook. 
Pbaybbs. 

NEW  PROVINOBS  ACT. 

Mr.  FOX  inquired.  Whether  any  reply  ha* 
been  received  to  the  case  upon  the  New  Pro* 
vinoes  Act,  forwarded  by  resolution  of  Hum 
House  to  the  Home  Government  daring  the 
last  session,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  tiia 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crowa 
thereon  7 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  no  reply  had  been 
received  in  answer  to  the  case  that  had  been 
forwarded,  nor  to  any  of  the  Acts  of  last  ses- 
sion, with  one  solitary  exception,  and  which 
was  not  of  much  public  importance.  An  Aot 
had  been  forwarded  to  the  Home  Government 
by  the  first  mail  after  its  passing  on  the  29th. 
November  last,  and  the  receipt  of  the  despatch- 
had  not  yet  been  acknowledged. 

,  DISTRICT  COURTS. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Oovemment,  Whether  ifc 
is  its  intention  to  propose  any  change  in  th» 
administratidn  of  justice  so  far  as  the  District 
Courts  are  concerned  7  A  resolution  had  been 
passed  last  session,  with  the  oononrrence  of  th*- 
Oovemment,  which  declared  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  so  far  as  the  District  Courta 
were  concerned,  should  be  remodelled ;  and  h* 
wished  now  to  be  informed  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  altering  the  anomalous  consti< 
tntion  of  those  Courts. 

Mr.  STAFFbRD  said  the  subject  was  on* 
which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment since  the  last  session,  and  lettert 
had  been  sent  to  all  the  District  Judges,  en- 
closing each  a  copy  of  the  resolution,  and  in- 
forming them  that  possibly  during  the  present 
session  their  Courts  would  be  abolished.  If 
the  House  resolved  to  abolish  the  District 
Courts  the  Civil  List  must  be  increased,  for 
two  additional  Judges  would  require  to  be  ap- 

Siinted — ontf  for  Nelson  and  another  for  Otago. 
e  apprehended  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
repeal  the  District  Courts  Act  if  it  wei« 
deemed  judicious  that  the  Courts  should  b« 
abolished:  they  only  required  to  remove  th» 
Judges,  and  then  the  operation  of  the  Act 
ceased.  That  had  been  done  in  a  measure  in 
Nelson,  where,  when  the  District  Judge  died, 
the  vacancy  had  not  been  filled  up,  and  th» 
Act  remained  inoperative.  Next  to  the  question 
of  judiciousness,  the  abolition  of  the  District 
Courts  was  one  intimately  connected  with  tfa* 

Sublic  expenditure  of  the  colonv,  by  the  ad- 
ition  to  the  Civil  List  which  he  had  intlmatecl 
would  be  oooasioned  thereby. 
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DESPATCHES: 

Mr.  OARTKR  (for  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor)  asked 
''the  Colonial  Secretary,  V{liether  His  Excellency 
haa  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  a 
-wpy  of  a  despatch,  addressed  by  Sir  William 
Denison,  Governor  of  New  Sonth  Wales,  to  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  the  8th 
Xune,  1860,  and  covering  a  letter  addressed  to 
His  Excellency  Governor  Gore  Browne  by  Sir 
William  Denison. 

•  Mr.  STAPFOBD  said  the  Executive  had  not 
received  any  such  despatch;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  find  it  in  a  Blue  Book 
published  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
ponies  of  which  were  circulated  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  CABTER  asked  if  the  Government  had 
leceived.copies  of  the  Blue  Book. 
"  Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Government  had 
i^ot  received  either  a  copy  of  the  despatch  or  of 
iho  Blue  Book.  He  had  received  one  from  a 
|)rivate  friend,  but  he  did  not  think  he  was 
«alled  on  to  lay  it  before  the  House.  However, 
"ihe  agenb  of  the  Government  in  England  had 
■written  to  say  that  he  had  procured  copies, 
ttid  that  they  were  on  their  way  out. 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING. 

•  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
Library  and  Printing  Committee  be  the  same 
•8  those  imposed  and  given  in  the  last  session. 

CATTLE  DISEASE. 
.  Mr.  R.  GRAHAM,  in  moving  the  resolution 
standing  in  his  name,  observed  that',  when  he 
tat  the  question  to  the  Government  the  other 
day  aa  to  whether  it  was  their  intention  to 
brmg  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
diseased  oattle,  the  honourable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  had  stated  in  reply 
that  the  Governor  had  already  the  power  of 
destroying  diseased  cattle  in  the  colony.  Now, 
this,  he  (Mr.  Graham)  contended,  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  guard  against  diseased  cattle  being 
imported  from  the  neighbouring  colonies.  The 
settlers  of  Auckland  province  had  many  diffl- 
oolties  already  to  contend  against,  and  if  the 
introduction  of  pleuro-fmeumonia  could  be  pre- 
vented that  would  be  a  very  great  blessing. 
There  were  instances  in  which  it  was  known 
that  oattle  bad  been  diseased  for  months  with- 
out the  existence  of  the  disease  being  suspected. 
One  person  destroyed  twenty-six  head  of  cattle 
supposed  to  be  infected,  and  because  he  did 
not  destroy  the  twenty-seventh  that  animal 
pommunicated  the  disease  to  a  number  of 
others.  He  (Mr.  Graham)  wished  the  House 
to  take  some  step  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
disease  from  coming  to  this  country.  Any 
Ittesent  inconvenience  that  might  arise  from 
the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  cattle 
oonld  be  remedied  in  anotlier  session,  when 
the  danger  had  passed  away,  and  the  impor- 
tation of  cattle  could  be  then  eJlowed  to  pro- 
ceed as  formerly.  He  moved,  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  that 
'  measures  be  immediately  adopted  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  cattle  from  places  where  the 
disease  of  pleuro^pntumonia  is  known,  to  exist. 


Mr.  STAFFORD  vranted  to  know  what  the 
honourable  member  wished  should  be  done. 
Did  he  wish  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in  to 
prohibit  oattle  from  being  imported  from  aqy 
country  where  the  disease  was  laiown  to  exist  7 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM.— That  is  the  intention  of 
my  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  W. ^RICHMOND  rose  to  deprecate  Um 
idea  of  that  House  committing  itself  by  decid- 
ing that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  should  be  brought 
in,  however  large  the  colonial  interests  involwd 
in  the  matter.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  refernd 
particularly  to  the  fact  of  the  Commissariat 
naving  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  im- 
portation of  cattle  from  Australia.  He  (Mr. 
Richmond)  had  no  desire  to  offer  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  honourable  member's  motion,  bot 
be'  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
gain  his  object  by  withdrawing  his  resolution, 
with  the  understanding  that,  if  found  neces- 
sary, the  Government  would  bring  in  a  Bill  at 
an  early  day  on  the  subject,  when  it  could  b* 
more  deliberately  considered. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  thought  the  honouraU* 
member  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  House  foe 
having  brought  this  subject  forward.  It  was 
one  of  urgent  importance,  not  only  to  the  Fio- 
vinoe  of  Auoklamd,  but  to  the  whole  edaaj. 
The  existing  law,  the  Customs  Regulation  Ait, 
was  insufficient  to  prevent  the  importation  oi 
diseased  cattle,-  and  the  object  of  the  miyat 
and  that  of  the  honourable  member  forOta^ 
could  not  be  attained  by  it. 

Mr.  WOOD  thought  it  very  desirable  ftat 
the  House  should  have  time  to  consider  befon 
they  agreed  to  a  resolution  to  prohibit  the  ink- 
portation  of  cattle  altogether  at  a  time  wbeB 
the  demand  for  cattle  to  supply  the  troops  wit 
so  great.  If  the  honourable  member  woaU 
agree  to  withdraiw  his  resolution,  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  submit  the  question  to  a 
Select  Committee  to  oonsideif  and  report  upoB. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  believed,  if  they  prohibited  tha 
importation  of  cattle  when  there  was  such  a 
demand  for  stock,  the  price  of  meat  would  risa 
6  per  cent,  on  the  working-classes.  Fot  all 
practical  purposes  perhaps  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  appomt  an  inspector  to  inspect  cattia 
on  importation. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  said  if  the  subject  weM 
postponed  it  would  render  it  too  late  to  bring 
m  any  Bill  to  effect  the  object  sought  by  tha 
honourable  the  mover  of  the  motion.  The 
motion  only  asked  for  the  prohibition  of  cattle 
being  imported  from*  places  where  the  disease 
was  known  to  exist.  There  were  plenty  oi 
oattle  in  Auckland  Province,  not  only  for  two 
regiments,  but  for  ten  regiments. 

Mr.  BRANDON  supported  the  motion.  The 
House  need  not  fear  to  pledge  itself  by  adopt- 
ing the  resolution.  ' 

Mr.  McGLASHAN  remarked  that  soma 
honourable  members  had  spoken  of  Auckland 
as  though  they  ignored  the  Middle  Island  al- 
together. If  diseased  cattle  were  imported  at 
Auckland  the  disease  would  extend  to  the  Mid- 
dle Island ;  and  honourable  members  ought  to 
to  be  equsJIy  anxious  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  DICK   thought  that  something  mom 
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AtD  Oia  passing  ol  a  resolation  wm  necessary. 
^  they  imported  cattle  to  supply  the  troops 
bam  places  where  the  disease  existed,  and  if 
tlu  duease  once  showed  itself  in  the  No^em 
ItUcd,  it  would  soon  extend  to  the  Middle 
{■land.  He  was  in  favour  of  some  measure  of 
%  preventive  nature  being  brought  in  without 
•ay  delay. 

Ur.  CABTEB  said  that,  coming  as  he  did 
fian  a  catUa  district,  he  must  express  his 
thanks  to  the  honourable  member  for  bringing 
this  question  before  the  House.  If  the  disease 
^a*  imported  into  the  Northern  Island  it  would 
non  be  in  the  Middle  Island  as  well.  There 
yftn  thousands  and  thousands  of  cattle  to 
npply  the  Commissariat.  In  fact,  the  colony 
«M  overstocked  with  cattle.  He  tnuted  the 
Boose  would  give  their  earnest  attention  to 
the  matter,  and  not  let  it  drop  till  some  mea- 
nue  was  passed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
ditfiin  in  this  colony. 

iSx.  CABLETOM  wished  this  subject  had 
been  raised  on  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and 
than  it  could  have  been  treated  on  some  broad 
Mneial  principle.  He  believed  that,  unless 
they  passed  some  really  effective  measure,  ruin 
aught  be  l»ought  on  aU  the  stockholders  in  the 
wany. 

Ib^  WILLIAMSON  concurred  in  the  obser. 
ntions  of  the  hoaourable  member  for  Pamell. 
He.  was  not  surprised  at  the  anxiety  of  the 
honourable  membier  for  Raglan  in  this  matter. 
He  (Kr.  Williamson)  moved.  That  the  subject 
b«  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of 
the  following  members  :  Mr.  B.  Orabam,  Mr. 
BoQlashan,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  O'Neill,  and  Mr.  Weld. 

Ur.  B.  GRAHAM,  in  reply,  said  his  object  was 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  cattle  from  those 
Wees  where  the  disease  was  known  to  exist. 
Stockholders  in  New  South  Wales  had  talked 
of  tending  down  their  cattle  in  flocks  to  this 
eolony.at  the  earliest  opportunity.  If  some 
metsure  were  not  passed,  and  if  the  disease 
Vete  imported,  he  should  like  to  ask  the  honour- 
shU  member  for  the  Northern  Division  (Mr. 
O'Heill)  what  would  be  the  price  of  beef  and 
natton  to  the  working-classes.  Better  to  stib- 
oit  to  this  proposed  restriction,  than  be  com- 
pelled to  have  their  beef  imported  in  casks. 
He  igreed  with  the  hononrable  member  for 
Auckland  West  (Mr.  WilliamsonJ  that  the 
object  could  be  better  dealt  with  in  a  Select 
Committee.  The  suggestion  was  a  fair  one, 
and  he  was  content  to  leave  it  in  that  form. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

ABDUCTION. 
Hr.  FOX  moved.  That  a  respectful  address 
hf  presented  to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him 
to  tend  down  to  this  House  copies  of  all  letters 
addressed  to  himself  or  to  tha  late  Native 
^cretaiy,  Mr.  McLean,  or  pther  department 
ci  the  Government,  by  Natives  on  the  Wa- 
nguiai  Biver  or  other  persons,  relative  to  an 
alleged  abduction  of  an  aboriginal  girl  of  ten- 
der years  by  an  officer  holding  a  high  commis- 
sion  under  Government  at  Wanganui.  Also, 
that  thoe  be  laid  on  the  table  a  copy  of  the 


report  of  Mr.  Halse,  a  Special  Commissioner 
appointed  to  investigate  the  above  charge,  ahd' 
copies  of  all  depositions  taken  by  him,  with 
translations  into  English  where  taken  in  Maori; 
also,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  mover 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  covering  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  mover  and  Major 
Cooper  in  January  last ;  also,  copies  of  anj* 
farther  correspondence  with  the  Gavemmeat 
relating  thereto ;  also,  copy  of  a  report  of  tha- 
Bench  of  Magistrates  at  Wanganui  on  a  ohaiga 
of  neglect  of  duty  preferred  against  Maior 
Durie  in  reference  to  a  disturbance  of  tne 
peace  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by 
the  said  Major  Cooper  and  other  persons  at 
Wanganui;  and  also,  copies  of  the  depositioaw 
taken  by  the  Magistrate  on  the  occasion  rs- 
ferred  to.  He  trusted  honourable  membtts 
would  spare  him  from  entering  into  details  aa 
to  the  first  portion  of  this  motion.  The  name 
of  the  person  charged  had  been  excluded  till 
the  papers  themselves  had  been  laid  before  the 
House.  The  information  which  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
pos^ssed  on  the  subject,  though  not  offloial, 
was  information  which  he  had  received  from 
persons  in  whom  he  could  place  confidence. 
He  might  mention  that  this  affair  had  created' 
great  excitement  in  the  Native  runanga  and 
meetings,  and  consequently  had  caurad  an 
alarm  as  regarded  the  peace  of  the  district. 
The  matter  had  been  brought  prominently  be- 
fore the  notice  of  the  Special  Commissioner, 
who  had  examined  a  large  number  of  witnesses, 
and  there  was  a  mass  of  depositions  in  custody 
of  the  Government.  These  documents  related 
to  different  subjects  and  different  periods.  The 
depositions  which  had  been  taken  before  a 
Magistrate  on  a  cbarg^  against  Major  Dutie 
for  neglect  of  duty  ware  of  a  deep  and  im^r- 
tant  character.  He  had  been  in  oommunica- 
tion  with  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject. 
A  Bench  of  Magistrates,  which  he  would  not 
call  "a  packed  Bench,"  hod  made  a  report  on  a 
charge  preferred  against  Major  Durie  concern- 
ing a  disturbance  in  which  Major  Cooper  was 
alleged  to  have  been  mixed  up.  The  Bench  had 
made  a  report,  but  positively  refused  to  send 
the  depositions,  though  they  ought  at  once  to 
have  been  forwarded  to  Auckland.  He  (Mr. 
Fox)  did  all  he  could  to  get  them  sent,  but  his 
efforts  were  of  no  avail.  Possibly  it  would  be 
found  that  the  report  was  not  borne  out  by 
the  depositions.  He  himself  hod  procured  cer- 
tified copies,  and  they  were  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  concurred  in  tie  propriety 
of  excluding  the  name  of  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred to.  He  also  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  that  the  depositions  ought  to 
have  accompanied  the  report.  The  next  mail, 
however,  would  bring  up  the  depositions  them- 
selves; and  then,  instead  of  certified  copies,  the 
originals  would  be  laid  on  the  table.  The  only 
remark  he  had  to  make  was  in  reference  to  the 
allusion  the  honourable  member  hod  made  to 
a  packed  Bench  of  Magistrates.  He  thought 
that  was  a  severe  reflection  on  the  Bench. 
The  Government  were  perfectly  ignorant  on 
Uus  point,  asihey  had  given  no  instinotions  aa 
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to  the  oonstitntion  of  the  Bench.  In  olden 
times  such  a  remark  concerning  a  Bench  of 
Magistrates  might  have  been  in  place,  but  he 
tmsted  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  pre- 
sent order  of  things  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  FOX,  referring  to  the  objections  of  the 
honourable  member  to  his  (Mr.  Fox's)  expres- 
sions with  .regard  to  the  Bench  of  Magistrates, 
■aid  he  would  now  call  it  a  packed  Bench,  and 
•tate  why — namely,  that  no  regular  summons 
had  been  issued  to  the  whole  of  the  Magistrates 
of  the  district,  but  the  Magistrate  whose  con- 
daot  was  to  undergo  investigation,  Major  Durie, 
had  Terbally  summoned  such  Magistrates  as  he 
had  thought  proper,  omitting  several  [whose 
names  the  honourable  gentleman  mentioned] . 

Motion  agreed  to. 

STEAM  POSTAL  SEBVIOK. 
Mr.  FIBTH  moved,  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
steam  postal  arrangements  existing  between 
the  Australian  Colonies  and  the  several  pro- 
Tinces  of  New  Zealand ;  Committee  to  consist 
of  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Stafford,  Dr. 
Featherston,  Mr.  Bhodes,  Mr.  Cookson,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Kettle,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  and  Mr. 
Firth.  He  would  not  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  long,  as  the  question  referred  to  in 
his  motion  was  one  with  which  most  honour- 
able members  were  thoroughly  conversant.  He 
thought  it  could  hardly  b%  doubted  that  the 
eteam  postal  communication  between  the  Aus- 
traUan  Colonies  and  New  Zealand  was  very  im- 
perfect, and  that  a  great  many  of  the  provisions 
of  the  original  contract  were  only  partially 
executed.  He  was  not  aware  whether  a  sur- 
vey had  been  made  of  any  of  the  company's 
vessels,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  they  could 
run  at  an  average  speed  of  eight  knots  an  hour, 
and  several  other  things  which  it  was  desirable 
tiie  House  should  know ;  but  he  thought  that 
this  was  a  favourable  opportunity  at  all  events 
for  making  such  arrangements  as  would  effect 
a  general  improvement  in  the  mail  service  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony  generally.  He 
foond  that  the  sum  of  £25,000  had  just  been 
repaid  by  the  Oovemment ;  and  if  it  was 
proved  that  the  company  had  not  fulfilled  the 
terms  of  its  contract,  there  was  no  excuse  on 
the  part  of  the  Oovemment  for  not  insisting 
on  their  fulfilment.  He  had  an  additional 
reason  for  introducing  this  question  to  the 
House— the  somewhat  unfair  manner  in  which 
the  Province  of  Auckland  had  been  served. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  the  people  of 
Auckland  had.  had  the  regular  mails  antici- 
pated by  sailing-vessels  on  the  three  or  four 
last  occasions;  they  had  always  had  the  mail 
late  in  the  Manukau ;  and  on  the  occasion  of 
the  EngUsh  mail  arriving  in  Sydney  on  the 
ISth  May,  a  period  of  fifteen  days  elapsed  before 
the  arrival  of  the  steamer  in  the  Manukau. 
On  that  oooasion  the  EngUsh  intelligence  was 
brought  by  a  small  schooner  which  left  Sydney 
three  days  after  the  mail-steamer,  and  arrived 
in  Auckland  one  day  before  the  steamer  reached 
the  Manukau.  That  was  a  state  of  things 
Mr.  Stafford 


which  conid  not  be  allowed  to  continae,  as  it 
materially  affected  the  general  interests  of  th« 
colony.  'Then,  as  to  the  departure  of  the  mails, 
they  all  knew  how  that  matter  stood  —  the 
steamer  was  generally  late  of  departure.  Ha 
thought  it  was  only  yesterday  the  steamer  left 
the  Manukau  with  the  mail  made  up  on  the 
7th ;  and  it  was  very  doubtful  if  she  could  over- 
take  the  steamer  to  Sydney  to  convey  the  mail 
to  England.  That  was  a  state  of  things  it  was 
high  time  to  put  an  end  to.  As  to  we  inte^ 
provincial  steam  mail -service,  matters  wers- 
no  better.  He  had  always  understood  that  QO' 
vernment  established  the  interprovinoial  Una- 
of  mail-steamers  with  a  view  of  obtaining  fort* 
nightly  intelligence  from  every  province  in  tha 
colony ;  but  be  should  like  to  know  where  was 
the  use  of  it  when  the  fortnightly  communica- 
tion which  was  established  between  the  south- 
ern provinces  stopped  short  at  Nelson,  and  the  - 
accumulated  intelligence  was  forwarded  from 
thence  only  once  a  month.  That  was  a  matter 
demanding  inquiry  from  the  House.  If  they 
looked  at  the  amounts  contributed  by  the 
various  provinces  towards  the  cost  of  the  mail 
service  he  thought  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  that  an  alteration  should  be  made  as  eailj 
as  possible.  The  payments  were  made  fronr 
the  Customs  revenue ;  and  he  found  that  tha 
total  receipts  under  that  head  up  to  the  SOth 
June,  1859,  amounted  to  £178,000,  Of  which 
Auckland  contributed  £61,000.  The  Proyinoa 
of  Auckland  therefore  paid  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  the  New  Zealand  outl^  for  postal  ser- 
vices. Then,  as  to  the  Post  Office  reventie,  • 
greater  disproportion  appeared.  Of  the  £7,800- 
derived  from  the  Post  Office  Auckland  contri- 
buted £3,700 ;  and  if  the  number  of  letters  waa 
taken  as  a  test  of  importance,  they  foond  that 
the  greater  number  from  New  Zealand  to  Aus- 
tralia were  from  Auckland.  The  latest  retuma 
showed  that  82,800  letters  had  been  des|>atohed 
during  twelve  months  between  this  colony  and 
Australia,  and  11,800  of  these  were  despatched 
from  the  Auckland  Post  Office  ;  giving  to  Auck- 
land a  proportion  of  one-third  the  entire  obr- 
respondence  of  the  colony.  Now,  considering 
that  Auckland  despatched  one-third  of  the 
letters  from  this  colony  to  Australia,  and  that 
they  paid  one-third  of  the  cost,  he  thought  tha 
people  of  Auckland  had  a  right  to  request  that 
the  present  inefficient  postal  accommodation 
should  be  remodelled.  He  felt  satisfied  that 
honourable  members  from  Auckland  would  not 
ask  for  such  a  remodelling  as  would  do  an  in- 
justice to  any  other  provmoe,  small  or  great : 
they  asked  only  for  a  reasonable  amonnt  of 
fair-play ;  and  he  felt  certain  that  no  honour- 
able member  of  the  House  would  object  to  it. 
If  he  did  not  know  that  the  steam  postal  set- 
vice  could  be  ^modelled  at  a  very  uttle  addi- 
tional expense,  and  without  doing  any  injnstioe- 
to  the  southern  provinces,  he  would  not  aak  it. 
His  object  was  to  put  the  sopthem  provinces  in 
a  much  better  position  than  that  in  which 
Auckland  had  been  in  for  the  last  three  or  lout 
months.  [The  honourable  member  concluded 
by  asking  leave  to  make  an  amendment  to  his 
motion  as  it  stood  on  the  Paper,  by  adding,. 
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*SUt  the  -wprds  "Kev  Zealaad,"  the  words 
"iritit  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers  "]. 

Mr.  O'NEILXi  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  was  veiv  glad  indeed  that 
the  honotirable  gentleman  had  taken  up  this 
fobject  at  such  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
as  it  properly  came  before  them  this  year  owing 
to  the  altered  circnmstances  of  the  colony. 
The  tact  was  that  no  arrangement  could  be 
made  to  give  satisfaotion  for  a  given  number  of 
years ;  because,  owing  to  the  increasing  wealth 
and  importance  of  the  colony,  the  arrange- 
menta  that  suited  in  1667  did  not  do  for  1861. 
He  had  to  inform  the  House  that  a  report  from 
tfa«  Postmaster-Oeneral  was  all  but  completed, 
which  .would  deal  with  this  important  question, 
and  supply  later  returns  than  those  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  had  had 
•eeess  to.  Indeed,  that  report  was  complete 
with  the  exception  of  returns  from  the  more 
laoiote  post-offices,  which  had  not  as  yet  been 
neeived,  but  were  daily  expected.  He  would 
aoggest  that  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
Oi^  (Mr.  Domett)  and  the  honourable  pember 
inr  Cnve  should  be  plaed  on  the  Committee,  as 
he  found  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay  was 
unrepresented,  and  Nelson  had  virtually  no 
member,  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  representing  the 
Ooromment. 

Mr.  B.  OBAHAM  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Chnata  should  be  on  the  Committee. 
The  Province  of  Taranaki  had  not  been  blotted 
out  of  existence  altogether.  He  agreed  with 
the  mover  as  to  the  desirability  of  an  alteration 
in  the  postal  service. 

)[r.  O'BOREE  thought  the  interests  of  the 
Mannkan  ought  to  be  watched.  There  was  no 
msBiber  from  the  West  Coast  appointed,  and 
hs  tiiarefore  supported  the  nomination  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Omata. 
'  Me.  wood  said,  if  they  went  on  at  this  rate 
they  would  soon  have  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoosa.  He  thought  the  Committee  as  origi- 
nally nioned  a  fair  one,  and  objected  to  addi- 
tions. The  basis  on  which  the  honourable 
aember  had  formed  his  Committee  was  fair : 
Anokland,  paying  one-third  of  the  coet,  was 
mtitlwl  to  three  members;  but  if  she  did  not 
pay  aizpence,  and  trusted  to  the  chance  of 
■aUing-veasels,  she  would  be  better  oS  than 
waifcinigfor  intelligence  by  the  mail-steamers. 
If  ibere  was  a  Public  Grievance  Committee,  he 
oertainly  would  move  that  this  matter  be  re- 
iaized  to  it. 

Mr.  FIRTH  explained  that  he  had  been 
limitfid  by  a  Standing  Order  to  ten  members 
far  a  Select  Conunittee,  and,  having  taken  the 
provincial  contributions  to  the  Customs  reve- 
mae  aa  the  basis  of  selection,  he  had  formed 
tha  Conunittee  without  the  name  of  the 
hoDOorable  member  for  Clive,  which  he  would 
be  happy  to  add  to  the  Committee  if  per- 
mitted. He  objected  to  two  members  being 
appinnted  for  Nelson,  because  in  that  case  he 
would  insist  on  six  from  Auckland  as  the  fair 
proportion.  He  thought,  however,  that  it 
mattered  very  little  who  constituted  the  Com- 
mittee, the  thin^  was  so  clear.  It  was  better 
to  have  a  small  Committee  than  a  large  one, 
1861—0 


for  half  a  dozen  business  men  could  settle  it 
more  satisfactorily  than  a  greater  number.    ° 

Mr.  DOMETT  objected  to  the  principle  of 
money  -  payment  forming  the  basis' of  selec- 
tion, and  claimed  for  Wellington,  Nelson,  and' 
Wanganui  an  equal  voice  with  Auckland.  If 
the  principle  of  the  honoura,ble  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  were  acted  on,  then  the 
Taranaki  repretientative  would  only  be  a  frao* 
tion  of  a  mkn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  unless  the  House  was 
unanimous,  he  could  not  grant  leave  to  add 
names  without  notice  being  given  of  an  inten- 
tion  to  move  an  addition. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Auckland  publiB 
laboured  under  the  mistake — which  he  found  . 
also  in  the  sources  from  whence  they  derived 
their  information — that  the  payment  of  money 
bad  anything  to  do  with  the  steam  postal 
communication.  That  was  a  fallacy  which 
must  be  removed.  He  referred  to  the  subject 
of  the  transmission  of.  mails  between  New 
Zealand  and  the  Australian  Colonies,  towards  - 
which  he  was  not  aware  that  Auckland  was 
paying  one  penny.  The  Imperial  Sovemmenk 
paid  the  entire  cost,  £14,000  a  year ;  and  tha 
colony  paid  £10,000  a  year  for  the  interprovin- 
oial  mail  service ;  but  the  latter  had  not  been 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  the  mover.  It 
was  a  fallacy,  therefore,  to  say  that  Anokland 
contributed  towards  the  cost,  of  the  mail  ser- 
vice between  New  Zealand  and  Australia.  And 
if  honourable  members  from  Auckland  Pro- 
vince thought  that  they  would  bo  better  served 
by  sailing-vessels  than  by  the  steamers,  it  was 
only  a  question  of  requesting  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  Sydney  to  transfer  the  letters  for 
Auckland  from  the  boxes,  and  despatch  them 
by  sailing-vessels  rather  than  by  the  steamers. 
This  colony  was  not  paying  anything  towards 
the  cost  of  that  service ;  and  he  warned 
honourable  members  not  to  be  too  anxious  in 
their  inquiries  into  this  question,  lest  the  Home 
Government  or  their  agrats  should  make  a  de-  . 
mand,  as  they  were  justified  in  doing,  that  we 
should  pay  the  half-charge,  or  £7,000  a  year, 
leaving  only  the  remaining  £7,000  a  year  to  be 
paid  by  the  Imperial  Treasury.  He  believed 
the  intention  of  the  House,  when  it  accepted 
the  .Treasury  minute  in  October,  1856,  relative 
to  the  mail  service,  was  that  a  general  mail 
service  should  be  established  between  all  tha 
Australian  Colonies,  including  New  Zealand, 
for  the  transmission  of  the  mails  to  London ; 
but  New  Zealand  was  omitted  from  the  con- 
tract entered  into  by  the  Imperial  Qovemment 
wich  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  line.  Sub- 
sequently the  agent  of  the  colony,  Mr.  Sewell, 
induced  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  sup- 
plemental contract  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mail  from  New  Zealand  to  Australia,  at  a  coet 
of  £14,000  a  year,  not  one  penny  of  which  had 
been  paid  by  this  colony,  although  he  believed  . 
they  could  be  compelled  to  pay  one-half.  No 
doubt  Auckland  had  its  grievances,  but  so  had 
the  other  growing  communities  in  the  colony. 
For  instance,  Wanganui  had  two  ycMcs  ago 
petitioned  that  its  increasing  wants  should 
be  considered,  and  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
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greater  faoilities  should  be  tiSoided  to  that 
place.  Other  places,  such  as  Marlborough, 
Kapler,  and  Southland,  were  interested  in  this 
matter ;  and  it  was  not  on  the  thmount  of  con- 
tribations  towards  the  general  revenaes  o{  the 
GovefTmnent  that  the  question  was  to  be  de- 
oided  at  all. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  labouring  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion regarding  the  postal  contract  for  the  con- 
yeyance  of  the  mail  between  New  Zealand  and 
Australia.  It  was  true  that  a  supplemental 
contract  had  been  procured  by  Mr.  Sewell  for 
that  purpose  ;  but.  the  House  should  recollect 
that  the  Treasury  minute  of  1865  had  been 
accepted  by  the  first  Government  in  1856  ;  and 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  that  minute 
New'  Zealand  was  charged  her  proportionate 
oost  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  from  the 
colony  to  England.  By  some  means  New  Zea- 
land had  been  omitted  from  the  contract  with 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  towards 
the  cost  of  which  it  was  called  to  contribute; 
and  it  was  to  rectify  the  consequences  of  that 
omission,  afld  keep  faith  with  the  colony,  that 
the  Imperial  Government  had  entered  into  the 
supplementary  contract.  The  colony  could  not 
be  called  on  to  p^  any  part  of  that  sum,  hav- 
ing already  paid  her  quota  for  the  service  with 
the  other  Australian  Colonies,  in  pursuance  of 
the  terms  of  tha  Treasury  minute.  He  pro- 
tested against  honourable  members  trying  to 
give  a  provincial  bias  to  the  inquiry  by  repre- 
senting particular  interests  and  districts.  The 
Committee  as  proposed  was  a  tolerably  fair 
one ;  but,  if  the  course  of  selection  pressed  on 
the  House  were  followed,  the  members  of  the 
Committee  would  only  become  partisans. 

Mr.  DICE  urged  the  necessity  of  a  full  in- 
vestigation into  the  subject  before  the  Honse, 
AS  it  was  a  matter  in  which  the  colony  was 
deeply  interested.  Honourable  members  from 
Auckland  were  complaining  very  much  on  this 
Blatter;  but  they  should  follow  the  example  of 
Otago,  and  throw  the  Coleman  Company  over- 
board, which  they  would  do  if  they  studied 
their  own  interests.  Theyfoundtbat  company 
of  no  service  to  them  in  Otago;  and  if  the 
House  would  present  them  with  their  propor- 
tion of  the  interprovincial  subsidy  they  would 
feel  grateful,  and  would  devote  it  to  supple- 
menting the  efforts  now  made  on  their  own 
account.  He  was  astonished  to  hear  Auckland 
members  talking  of  sailing-vessels  at  that  time 
of  day,  and  it  seemec  strange  that  all  the  oom- 
mnnication  along  the  coast  from  Anckland  was 
oasnally  by  sailing-vessels,  and  not  by  steam. 
.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  Auckland  was  alive 
totiie  advantages  of  steam  communication,  the 
Provincial  Legislature  voting  £il,500  to  enable 
the  Provincial  Government  to  concert  with 
other  provinces  means  for  improving  the  steam 
postal  communication.  He  thought  one  chief 
advantage  of  the  Committee  was  that  it 
would  inquire  whether  they  could  not  get  rid 
of  the  Coleman  Company.  He  thought  it  was 
of  no  -benefit  to  Otago,  nor  to  any  other  pro- 
vince except  Nelson,  for  whose  advantage  the 
line  might  be  said  to  exist.  It  was  found  im- 
Mt.  Stafford 


practicable  last' session  to  gat  rid  of  the  oonh- 
pany;  but  if  the  statement  made  by  tluf 
honourable  member  who  brought  the  sabjeet 
before  the  House  was  correct — that  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contract  had  not  been  observed — 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  ittatter. 
[The  honourable  member  then  referred  to  the 
question  of  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  postal 
service,  coinciding  in  the  views  expressed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace.J^ 

Mr.  FIBTH,  in  reply,  said  he  had  lefoned 
to  the  question  of  the  interprovinoial  servles, 
from  the  conduct  of  which  the  people  of  Avk- 
land  were  suSering  a  great  amount  of  ineoo- 
venience,  there  being  only  communicatian  with 
the  southern  provinces  once  a  month,  inwteail 
of  twice,  although  Auckland  paid  very  neariy 
one-thurd  of  the  £10,000  whioh  the  servioe  eost 
the  Colonial  Treasury.  When  an  honooraUs 
member  teJked.of  Auckland  relying  on  sailing- 
vessels  at  that  time  of  day  he  (Mr-  Krttl) 
might  say  that  he  did  not  mean  that  Aook- 
land  should  depend  on  sailing-vessels,  bat 
merely  that  if  it  did  the  servioe  would  be 
better  performed  than  at  present.  His  Htm 
of  the  mail  servioe  was  to  have  a  dn^ieat* 
line  —  one  vessel  at  Melbourne  waiting  tiis 
arrival  of  the  mall,  and  sailing  first  to  Otago, 
then  to  Nelson,  Wellington,  Napier,  and  Anok- 
land,  conveying  the  mail  from  Auckland  to 
Sydney  r  and  .  another  vessel  to  start  tfaiss 
days  after  from  Sydney,  calling  first  at  Auck- 
land, then  Napier  and  Wellington,  which  would 
be  a  kind  of  central  port ;  thence  •  to  Nelsiai 
and  Otago,  conveying  the  marl  from  Otago  to 
Melbourne.  For  interprovincial  purposes  ^e 
proposed  that  the  "  Airedale"  should  be  plaeed 
at  the  disposal  of  Wuiganui,  Taranaki,  ami 
Marlborough,  so  as  to  give  equal  faoilitiss 
to  all.  - 

Mr.  Stafford's  name  was  omitted  from  ^ 
Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  QUESTION. 
Mr.  WELD  moved.  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  Court  with  jmis- 
dictionover  Native  land. title  in  oertiain  oasas, 
and  to  report  as  to  the  constitution  and  funo- 
tions  of  such  a  Court ;  also,  to  consider  the 
question  generally  of  the  appointment,  num- 
bers, and  salaries  of  Native  Assessors  to  aasiit 
the  Land  Gknd  other  Courts,  with  power  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers :  such  Committee  tooon- 
sist  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Mantell, 
Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Caito- 
ton,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bichmond,  Mr.  Butler,  Mr. 
Ormond,  and.  the  mover.  He  would  not 
enter  into  any  long  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject dealt  with  by  his  motion.  It  was  under- 
stood by  the  House  that  the  general  ques- 
tions of  Native  policy  would  fall  under  disous- 
sion  on  Wednesday  next,  on  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  BangitikeL  He  (Mr. 
Weld)  'rfould  merely  state  the  position  which 
he  wished  to  take.  If  it  were  the  wish  of  the 
House  the  Oovemment  would  bring  down  a 
Bill  on  this  subject  instead  of  refemag  it  to  » 
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Select  Comnlittee.    He  had,  however,  leasons 

ibr  preferring  the  course  which  he  now  aslced 

file  Hoase  to  adopt.    The  House  being  unani- 

mms—ia  he  had  reason  to  believe  was  the 

eMe-*-on  the  policy  of  establishing  such  a 

Court,  it  was  a  question  peculiarly  fitted  for  a 

Oommittee,  nho  would  give  their  minds  in  a 

aim  and  teznperate  way  to  the  subject,  and 

elaborate  a  scheme  to  submit  to  the  House. 

%  means  of  a  Committee  they  were  more 

likely  to  arrive  at  the  desired  object  than  by 

•ny  other  means ;  but  he  put  himself  in  the 

buds  of  the  Honse  on  this  question.    With 

regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  duties  of  the 

Oommittee,  he  had  been  collecting  information, 

and  had  received  certain  reports  and  other 

proper  material  to  lay  before  the  Committee, 

which  would  be  found  very  useful — amongst 

othen  a  letter  from  the  Judges ;  but  in  the 

propositions  he  should  make  he  should  probably 

be  inclined  to  differ  somewhat  in  detail  from 

the  course  proposed  by  the  Judges,  and  he 

wish^,  therefore,  to  lay  that  paper  before  the 

Committee.    He  had  now  only  to  add  that  tb« 

lODoarable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 

^.  V/illiamson)   had  desired  that  his  name 

should  be  removed  from  the  Committee.    He 

{Mr.  Weld)  would  therefore  ask  leave  to  sub- 

ctitute  for  that  member's  name  the  name  of 

the   honourable    member  for  Auckland  City 

£att. 

.  Mr.  BUSSEIiL  objected,  saying  he  was  on 
lalf  a  dozen  Committers  already.  * 

Hr.  WELD  said  he  would  give  notice  of 
another  name  for  to-morrow,  and  moved  his 
motion  with  the  omission  of  Mr.  Williamson's 
same. 

'  Mr.  O.  QBAHAM  trusted  the  House  would 
feriously  consider  before  they  consented  to  this 
Select  Committee.  In  his  opinion  the  Gnvem- 
teent  should  bring  a  measure  before  the  House 
embodying  their  proposals,  as  they  had  much 
Wotmation  which  the  House  did  not  possess. 
Be  did  think  there  ought  to  be  a  Ck)art  to 
decide  those  titles,  but  he  thought  the  Oovem- 
inent  should  bring  in  a  measure  for  the  House 
to  decide  upon. 

Hr.  FOX  cordially  agreed  with  the  honoor- 
Ahls  member  who  had  just  spoken,  that  the 
course  taken  by  the  Government  was  not  the 
light  one.  The  Government  abdicated  its 
'functions  in  endeavouring  to  impose  this  duty 
on  the  Honse — a  duty  which  it  was  impossible 
fat  a  Committee  rightly  to. perform.  A  Com- 
mittee had  nq  policy;  but  a  Government  ought 
to  have  a  policy,  and  to  lose  no  time  in  pro- 
pounding it  to  the  House.  When  their  policy 
should  be  brought  forward  then  it  would  be 
reasonable  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to 
work  out  the  details  of  any  particular  scheme  ; 
but  to  give  to  a  Committee  the  duty  of  suggest- 
ing the  whole  policy  on  which  they  should  aoi 
towards  the  Native  race  was  a  thing  which  no 
member  of  that  House  should  think,  of  pro- 
posing. The  House  must  have  something  more 
definite  from  Ministers  than  they  bad  had 
in  this  or  in  any  previous  session — they  must 
know  as  early  as  possible  the  mind  of  the  Go- 
venmtent  on  the  whole  Native  question,  and 


more  particularly  on  that  branch  of  it  relating 
to  the  land.  He  trusted  that  the  honourabU 
member  would  not  press  his  motion,  and  that 
at  an  early  date,  as 'Native  Minister,  he  would 
lay  before  the  House,  In  a  clear  and  concise 
form,  but  with  ample  detail,  a  full  statement 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  reference  to 
the  future  government  of  the  Natives.  And 
not  that  alone,  for  it  was  a  great  fallacy  to 
suppose  that  it  was  the  future  management 
of  the  Natives  only  that  they'  had  to  consider. 
The  question  to  be  discussed  this  session  was 
really  the  adjustment  of  the  relations  between 
the  colonists  and  the  Natives — the  most  impor- 
tant question  that  bad  ever  been  or  ever  would 
be  brought  before  the  House  while  a. race 
of  colonists  inhabited  this  Island.  Would  the 
honourable  member  tell  him  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  policy  on  the  questioii?  The  Go- 
vernment were  not  walking  in  darkness — they 
must  have,  a  policy ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to 
tell  the  House  what  the  policy  was  on  which 
they  intended  to  act  with  reference  to  out 
relations  with  the  Natives.  He  trusted  this 
step  would  be  postponed  till  the  House  was  in 
possession  of  the  views  of  the  Government  and 
was  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  them. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  was  exceedingly  surprised 
at  the  course  adopted  by  Miuisters  towards  the 
House  at  this  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  House  hod  listened  with  attention 
to  the  Speech  delivered  by  the  Governor,  but 
there  was  no  policy  in  that,  nor  the  slightest 
sign  or  indication  of  what  the  future  policy 
of  the  colony  was  to  be,  nor  explanation  ol 
the  mysteries  of  the  past;  but,  as  the  Speech 
was  evidently  a  matter  of  form,  containing 
nothing,  and  the  Address  was  a  mere  echo  of 
the  Speech,  he  hod  thought  it  not  necessary  to 
make  any  remarks  upon  it.  Since  that,  how- 
ever, they  had  been  sitting  three  or  four  days, 
and  had  yet  had  no  indication  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  what  they  proposed ;  and  now  the 
Native  Minister  hsid  spoken,  and  what  did  ha 
say  7  He  hod  asked  the  House  to  supply  the 
Government  with  a  policy,  and  what  the  House 
agreed  to  the  Government  would  adopt. 

Mr.  WELD.— No. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  was  the  meaning  of 
the  honourable  member's  proposal.  The  Com- 
mittee were  to  report,  not  on  the  manner  oul;^, 
but  on  the  advisability,  of  establishing  this 
Court.  Would  the  honourable  member  say 
that  he  had  no  opinion  on  the  question,  that 
he  did  not  know  if  it  were  advisable,  and 
that,  whether  the  House  said  "Court"  or  "No 
Court,-"  it  was  all  the  some  to  him?  For,  if  the 
honourable  member's  words  hod  any  meaning, 
it  was  that  and  no  other.  With  regard  to  the 
advisability,  however,  there  could  scarcely  be 
two  opinions  on  that;. for  when  they  saw  that 
all  the  difficulties  in  .which  this  colony  had 
become  involved  were  solely  for  want  of  such  a 
Court,  and  that  the  Notivcs  thought  them- 
selves outlawed,  having  no  law  to  appeal  to, 
and  complained  that,  though  they  were  allowed 
to  retain  possession  of  their  land,  they  had 
not  that  holding  of  it  which  the  law  allowed 
to  Europeans,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovecn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Land  Question. 


[HOUSE.]         Land  Question.        [Junb  13= 


ment  to  bring  forward  meaanres  to  bring  the 
Natives  within  the  law  euid  to  make  one 
law  for  the  European  and  Native  population. 
The  present  position  of  the  colony  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Katives,  allowing  them  to 
drift  into  discontent — to  its  neglect  to  guide 
and  regulate  the  King  movement,  which,  he 
firmly  believed,  was  at  first  but  an  attempt  to 
engraft  on  their  barbarous  customs  some  of  the 
institutions  of  civilization.  They  were  desirous 
of  the  law  and  order  which,  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  the  Government,  they  were  now 
altogether  without.  If  this  Committee  were 
forced  on  he  should  oppose  it,  for  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  lead  the  House, 
and  to  lay  before  it  the  course  they  intended  to 
pursue,  and  to  ask  the  House  whether  they 
thought  it  advisable  or  not. 

Mr.  3.  0.-  BICHMONB  covld  not  allow  to 
pass  unchallenged  the  statement  that  the 
afiaiis  of  the  colony  had  been  negligently 
treateid  by  the  present  Govemm.ent.  Remem- 
bering the  legislation  of  1856,  his  conviction 
was  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  at  present 
at  the  head  of  aSairs  were  the  only  ones  who 
bad  hod  any  distinct  policy  on  Native  affairs. 
As  to  the  statement  that  the  want  of  a  Court 
of  this  nature  was  at  the  bottom  of  our  pre- 
sent troubles,  that  was  one  of  the  wildest  fal- 
lacies that  ever  possessed  the  mind  of  man. 
The  laws  had  been  open  to  the  Natives  since 
the  foundation  of  the  colony;  they  had  had 
more  than  justice — they  had  had  a  superfluity 
of  all  they  could  desire  in  the  way  of  assistance 
from  the  Government.  The  fact  was,  not  that 
they  had  not  taw,  but  that  they  would  not  obey 
the  law.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kangitikei  that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  'Native  Minister  to  bring  down  a  Bill  him- 
self, as  he  (Mr.  Richn\ond)  had  more  confi- 
dence in  that  honourable  gentleman  than  in 
.  any  Committee  the  House  could  appoint. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  last  session 
the  House  came  to  some  distinct  decisions  on 
Native  matters.  They  really  had  last  year 
exhausted  most  of  the  subjects  open  for  con- 
'  sideration,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  any  im- 
portant new  ones  had  been  presented  to  their 
attention.  So,  though  the  House  had  this 
session  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Qovenmient 
that  they  should  give  effect  to  the  policy  agreed 
to  b^  the  House  in  the  resolutions  of  last  year, 
he  did  not  understand  that  the  Native  Minister 
proposed  the  appointment  of  this  Committee 
m  any  way  as  part  of  a  general  policy,  but  had 
invited  the  House  to  express  its  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  was  most  advisable  to  have  the 
subject  referred  to  fk  Select  Committee  or 
dealt  with  in  a  Bill  by  the  Native  Minister. 
In  his  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  opinion,  there  were 
advantages  in  the  investigation  of  this  parti- 
cular question  by  a  Select  Committee.  The' 
honourable  members  who  were  on  the  Waikato 
Committee  last  year  would  agree  with  him 
that  anything  like  a  real  review  of  the  causes 
of  the  King  movement  and  its  effects  on  the 
general  character  of  the  Native  agitation  would 
Save  been  hopeless,  if  conducted  by  the  House, 
Mr.  Wood 


compared  with  the  inquiry  whioh  took  pUo* 
before  the  Committee,  including  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  different  opinions  of  persons  sup- 
posed to  be  skilled  in  the  subjects  affected  b| 
the  inquiry,  the  evidence  of  whom  could  not  in 
any  way  have  been  taken  before  the  House. 
He  should  make  no  objection  to  the  matter 
being  debated  in  the  House,  if  desired ;  but  h« 
was  sure  they  would  come  to  no  opinion  as  te 
the  particular  kind  of  Court  requisite  exce^ 
by  inquiries  before  a  Select  Committee.    Ths 
establishment  of  a  Oj^urt  to  which  the  NativM 
should  be  free  to  bring  questions  of  title  ma 
the  particular  thing  wanted    at  the  present 
time.    That  was  his  firm  conviction,  -which  he 
was  sorry  to  find  the  honourable  member  fot 
Omata  apparently  did  not  participate  in ;  bat 
any  one  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  inqoii; 
into  Native  title  would  be  satisfied  that  the 
question  of  the   advisability  of  instituting  a 
Court  of  this  description  so  entirely  depei^el 
on  whether  suitable  details  of  maohineiy  could 
be  fitted  in,  that  it  would  be  futile  to  bind 
oneself  to  an  opinion  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
If  they  referred  the  subject  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee they  would  come   at  a  great  deaf  of 
curious  information    which  would  not  be  ob- 
tained by  debating  in  the  House.     One  curioot 
thing  they  would  find  out  would  be  this :  thit 
the  ordinary  system  of  investigation  was  based 
on  a  complete  fallacy.    It  had  been  the  habit 
to  suppose  that  the  original  inquiries  into  Na- 
tive title  at  the  time  of  the  first  foundation  of 
the  colony  were  such  as  really  afforded  a  clear 
view  of  the  transactions  which  the  inquiry  pro- 
fessed to  clear  up,  and  reference  had  repeat- 
edly been  made  to  the'  supposed  fact  of  the 
investigation  of  the  first  Courts  having  been 
complete  and  satisfactory ;   but  a  Committee 
would  find,  on  the  admission  of  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves  and  the  different  OovemoiSi 
that  those  inquiries  did  not  and  were  not  in- 
tended to  settle  anything  at  all ;  so  that  they 
could  not  be  pointed  to  as  a  proof  that  a  Court 
of  investigation  might  be  established  with  any 
chance  of  success.    It  therefore  appeared  to 
him  wise  to  refer  the  -subject  to  a  Committee. 
At  the  same  time  he  Gkgreed  that  the  House 
expected  a  statement  of  policy  from  the  Gov^n- 
ment ;  and  what  he  expected  was  this :  "  Ays  " 
or  " No"  to  the  question  whether  they  thought 
the  policy  agreed  to  last  session  could  be  carried 
out,  and  whether  they  meant  to  give  effect  to 
it.   But  that  was  a  different  question  from  ths 
present.     He  would  be  contented  whether  ths 
House  desire'd  an  investigation  df  Native  title 
in  open  debate  or  before  a  Select  Committee ; 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  get  that 
practical  information  which  would  enable  ths 
House  to  form  an  opinion,  before  they  pledged 
themselves  in  open  debate  to  an  opinion  on  this 
subject,  which  was  of  extraordinary  difficulty. 
He  had  some  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of 
Native    title   and   the    kind  of  investigation 
required  ;  and  he  would  advise  that,  instead  of 
at  present  making  it  a  subject  of  debate,  they 
should  inquire,  first,  whether  the  thing  could 
be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  command  the 
assent  of  the  Natives ;  and,  secondly,  whether 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.] 


Land  Question. 


[HOUSE.] 


Land.  Question. 


37 


li;  the  operation  of  Kative  or  of  European  in- 
i&tntions.  He  -was  satisfied  that  all  attempts 
to  isTestigate  Native  title  by  Enropeans  alone 
Konld  be  futile,  and  also  that  a  rigid  and 
inflexible  jniisdiction  wonld  faU  to  the  ground. 
He  would  now  only  add  that  he  thought,  of  the 
tm  courses  proposed  it  would  be  wiser  to 
adopt  that  saggested  by  the  Minister  for  Nft- 
tire  Aflairs. 

Mr.  JOUjIB  said  it  was  somewhat  of  an 
•nachronism  to  be  considering  this  question 
now,  when  it  was  doubtful  if  there  was  any 
land  for  the  OoTemment  to  buy  over  which  this 
Oonrt  could  have  jurisdiction,  the  land  of  the 
soQthem  pi^  of  this  Island  being  tapued  from 
gur  acquisition  by  a  great  land-league.  He  also 
Urged  that  this  question  could  not  be  con- 
tiaered  apart  from  the  whole  question  of  our 
nlations  with  the  Maoris.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
lian  that  pressed  for  settlement,  and  much 
time  had  already  been  spent  on  similar  ques- 
tions, one  of  the  results  of  which,  of  an  analo- 
|ons  nature  to  this,  was  still  under  the  oon- 
Bderation  of  the  Home  Government.  Instead 
e^  considering  this  question  now,  either  by 
'Select  Committee  or  in  the  open  House,  it 
«agbt,  he  considered,  to  stand  by  till  after  the 
determination  of  qnestions  the  settlement  of 
which  was  fundamentally  requisite  to  the 
peace  and  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  problem  of  how  men' 
e{  the  Asiatic  and  European  races  conid  live 
together  and  be  governed  by  the  same  law  was 
'  one  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  wiser 
beads  and  more  cultivated  intellects  than  were 
jossessed  by  any  members  of  that  House.  It 
'was  the  question  on  which  would  eventually 
torn  wheuer  India  should  belong  to  England 
'Ot  not.  He  deprecated  most  sincerely  con'- 
tidering  the  question  in  the  full  House.  If  it 
^  to  be  considered  at  all,  let  it  be  done 
vj  a  Select  Committee,  who  should  take  the 
evidence  of  persons  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
jwt,  and  give  the  House  the  benefit  of  the 
oeeisionB  ti^ey  should  come  to. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  question  before  the 
House  was  not  ao  much  as  to  whether  the 'sub- 
ject should  be  discussed  at  all,  but  as  to  how 
it  should  be  discussed.  The  last  time  he 
ttoposed  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  Select 
Committee,  to  which  several  honourable  mem- 
Iwn  opposite  had  objected.  Now,  if  the  whole 
business  of  this  House  was  to  play  the  game  of 
farty  politics,  to  determine  whether  a  certain 
«rt  of  men  should  hold  certain  places,  or 
whether  they  should  be  turned  out  and  another 
•et  come  in,  the  objections  made  might  be  lis- 
tened to.  No  doubt  honourable  members  who 
thought  that  was  the  business  of  the  House 
Jiad  a  right  to  ask  the  Oovemment  to  pome 
down  with  a  ready  out-and-dried  policy,  that 
they  mi^t  oppose  it,  and  let  the  House  decide 
the  question  between  the  respective  parties  ; 
liat,  if  the  House  wanted,  m  the  present 
ensis  of  the  colony,  to  get  at  the  best  mode  of 
Mttling  an  important  question,  then  he  thought 
tnfficient  reasons  had  been  be  given  for  adopt- 
ing the  proposal  of  the  Native  Minister.  If  a 
««t  of  resolntionB  were  to  be  laid  before  the 


House  as  a  Ministerial  policy,  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  discussed  in  a  petrty  debate,  which 
was  not  the  way  to  get  at  the  wisest  results. 
The  honourable  member  for  Paroell  had  laid 
all  the  troubles  of  the  colony  to  the  negligence 
of  the  present  Qovemment ;  but,  if  Ministers 
were  to  be  treated  in  that  manner  for  non- 
attention  to  Native  matters,  then  the  agree- 
ment of  1856  was  so  much  waste  paper.  The 
Native  question  still  remained  as  that  arrange- 
ment left  it,  though  an  Act  had  been  passed  last 
session,  not  yet  assented  to,  to  place  the  matter 
on  a  very  different  footing ;  but  at  present,  to 
charge  Ministeni  with  having  done  nothing  was 
to  show  complete  ignorance  of  their  relations 
with  the  English  Government.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Timara 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  because  the  question 
of  peace  or  war  had  not  been  deoide4  ;  for  he 
thought  it  possikle  that  the  knowledge  that 
such  a  Court  for  the  arrangement  of  their  dis- 
putes was  being  constitute,  might  be  a  great 
consideration  with  the  Natives  in  deciding  the 
question  of  peace  or  war,  which  rested  as  much 
with  them  as  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  regretted  the  direction  the 
debate  had  taken :  he  was  sorry  to  see  party 
spirit  cropping  up  so  early  in  the  session.  He 
had  taken  no  T^art  in  it  himself,  being  strictly 
an  independent  member,  allied  to  neither  party 
— botii  parties  having  tried  to  keep  him  out. 
It  was  the  duty  of  independent  members  not 
to  lend  themselves  to  subserve  individual  anti- 
pathies, but  to  do  what  they  could  to  support 
the  Qovemment  of  the  day,  whoever  uiey 
might  be,  in  bringing  about  a  happier  state  of 
things  than  at  present  existed. 

Debate  adjourned. 

SECOND  B^ADOra. 
■    Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 

'Waitaki  Boundary  Questions  Settlement 
Bill. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  O'BORKE,  in  the  absenoe.of  Mr.  Wood,  ■ 
moved.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  re-' 
turn  of  all  appointments  made  by  the  General 
Government  since  the  1st  July,  1860,  setting 
forth  the  names  of  each  appointee,  the  date, 
the  salary,  and  the  reason  of  the  appointment ; 
also,  a  return  of  all  resignations  of  officials 
employed  by  the  General  Government  that  have 
been  received  and  accepted  since  the  1st  July, 
1860. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  an  unusual  clause  in  the  pro- 
posed return.  It  was  required  to  show  the  reason 
of  every  appointment.  If  this  were  intended  to 
elicit  matters  for  an  accusation  of  the  Qovem- 
ment it  would  obviously  fail  of  its  desired 
effect,  for  every  Government  aissumed  that  it 
made  an  appointment  because  the  person  ajp> 
pointed  was  a  fit  and  proper  person  for  the 
ofiBce  to  which  he  was  appointed,  and  such 
would  in  the  majority  of  instcuices  be  tha 
xetam.    If  the  honourable  the  movei  wished 
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to  impugn  tmy  partionlar  ezereiae  of  Govem- 
Inent  patronage  ne  could  do  so  wtien  the  return 
was  brought  up ;  but  these  words  would  hare 
no  practical  resnlt,  and  would  only  cast  ridi- 
cule on  the  House.  He  should  therefore  move 
that  they  be  left  out. 

Mr.  O'BORKE,  having  received  no  instruo- 
tions  on  this  subject,  would,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  pre-, 
Kent. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENC3E. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KETTLE,  leave  of 
absence  for  one  month  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Oillies,  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce. 

LAND-PTTBCHASE. 
Mr.  FITZHERBEKT  moved,  That  an  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Ck>vemor,  requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
l>y  Mr.  Turner,  of  Taranaki,  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  relative  to  the  land-purchases  at 

2 taranaki  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
ate  wax.  Ha  moved  for  this  document  because 
he  thought  it  might  throw  some  light  on  the 
tabject  of  the  discussions  presently  to  come 
t>efore  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter from  a  resident  at  Taranaki  of  that  name, 
fie  knew  the  writer,  who  had  previously  resided 
at  Nelson,  and  before  that  be  had  lived  in  a 
oave  near  Jerusalem  for  many  years,  and  had 
Obme  here  resembling  a  person  who  had  lived 
for  a  great  while  in  a  cave,  having  a  very  vene- 
rable beard,  and  going  about  carrying  a  long 
riiepherd's  crook,  and  riding  a  venerable  mule, 
with  a  beard  as  long  as  bis  own.  In  Nelson  he 
had  been  considered  a  harmless  monomaniac ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  supposed  it  was  much  the 
aame  in  TaraAaki.  His  letter  was  received 
just  before  the  Qovemor  left  for  Taranaki.  He 
(Mr.  Stafiord)  went  himself  to  Onehunga  to 
Bhow  the  letter  to  the  Governor,  who  recom- 
mended that  its  receipt  should  be  simply 
acknowledged.  It  was  a  very  harmless  letter, 
and  would  greatly  disappoint  any  one  who  ex- 
Tected  to  dofive  much  that  was  original  from 
B.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  was  a  quotation 
'from  speeches  that  had  been  made  by  himself 
and  the  Colonial  TreEbsurer  in  the  House,  intro- 
ducing those  indications  of  a  policy  on  Native 
affairs  which  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
Hell  had  lived  to  the  present  day  in  such  com- 
plete ignorance  of.  He  had  much  pleasure  in 
'seconding  the  motion,  and  hoped  it  would  throw 
great  light  on  the  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARTER,  it  was  agreed, 
That  a  return  be  laid  on  the  table  showing  the 
amount  expended  since  the  30th  June,  1860, 
Xrom  the  proportion  of  the  land-purchase  loan 
allocated  to  the  Provinces  of  Auckland,  Wel- 
lington, and  Hawke's  Bay  respectively;  and 
on.  what  purchases  or  other  services  expended. 

MILITARY  STORES. 
'    Mr.  CARTER  moved,  That  a  return  ba  laid 
'         '  Ur.  0.  W.  Bkhmond 


on  the  table  of  the  quantity  and  descriptim 
of  all  arms  and  ammunition  issued  by  ^ 
General  Government  for  the  use  of  any  Militii 
or  Volunteer  conn  in  the  colony,  specifying  thi 
places  to  which  the  same  have  been  sent,  ud 
the  'dates  of  such  issue ;  also,  a  return  of  all 
arms  and  ammunition  now  in  store  and  avsil- 
ahle  for  such  purposes ;  also,  the  amount  paid 
by  the  Government,  or  for  which  it  is  liable,  is 
respect  of  any  arms  and  ammunition  purchased 
or  ordered  on  account  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  motion  was  a  nto- 
per  one ;  but  the  information  required  would,  if 
puSlisbed,  cut  two  ways,  and  would  give  infor- 
mation to  those  whom  it  might  not  be  desir- 
able should  know  what  arms  there  were  at  any 
particular  place.  The  honourable  member 
could  not  say  into  whose  hands  any  paper  bid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  might  get. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  objected  to  the  motion.  Is  ' 
the  present  state  of  affairs  it  was  desiiabl* 
such  information  should  be  kept  as  secret  u 
possible.  Honourable  members  should  go  to 
the  Government  office  and  collect  such  in- 
formation as  they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  CARTER  said  it  was  better,  i^  far  w 
publicity  was  concerned,  that  the  Native* 
should  know  the  settlers  to  be  armed,  thui 
that  they  should  suppose  that  they  had  no 
arms  at  all.  He  desired  this  information  be- 
cause he  belonged  to  a  Native  district  coo- 
taining  fifteen  hundred  Europeans,  to  whioh 
not  a  single  rifle  had  yet  been  sent.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  they  would  be  supplied  in , 
case  of  an  outbreak. 

Motion  negatived. 

ADDRESSES  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCT. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved.  That  a  t»- 
speotful  address  be  presented  to  His  ExoaL- 
lency,  requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  laid  befo^ 
the  House  a  copy  of  the  Governor's  despatck 
forwarding  copies  of  memorials  addressed  t» 
His  ExcaUency  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Wel- 
lington and  the  Hutt  about  the  month  ot 
September  last. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  could  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  had  become  ol 
them.  In  the  Blue  Book  referred  to  some  time 
since  he  found  the  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
His  Excellency  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  whisk 
he  would  read  to  honourable  gentlemen  :— 

"  Oopy  of  a  Despatch  from  Oovtmor  T.  Oon 
Broumt,  G.B.,  to  Bit  Graee  the  Dukt  vf 
N»%to<utl*. 

"  (No.  106). 
•'  Government  House,  Auckland, 

"  New  Zealand,  22nd  October,  1860. 

"  My  Lobo  Dcke,— I  have  the  honour  to 
forward  two  addresses  whioh  have  been  pre 
sented  to  me,  jone  from  486  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Wellington,  and  one  from  the  residents  in 
the  valley  of  the  Hutt,  ten  miles  from  Wel- 
lington. 

"  These  addresses  are  particularly  gratifying 
to  me,  because  they  are  signed  by  a  large  part 
of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  then 
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liatm.  after  fall  invectigatioii  into  the  oanse 
tad  origin  of  the  war,  ai^  beoaiue  the  Bishop 
of  Wellington,  Arohdeaoon  Hadfield,  and  the 
■emben  of  the  Hooae  of  BepreeentatiTes  from 
Vail^igtaii  (excepting  the  Speaker)  have  been 
the  mMt  stoenuoos  opponeAts  of  my  polioy, 
tithar  in  the  Assembly  or  by  means  of  the  pub- 
lie  FxasB.  "  I  h»Te,  Ao., 

"T\  Qoxm  Baovm. 

,     "  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Ac." 

It  was  snrely  permissible  in  His  Bzeellenoy 
to  express  his  gratifloation  that  the  honourable 
msmoers  from  Wellington  did  not  represent  the 
ofbaaas  of  all  their  oonstituents ;  and,  if  the 
bcoouiable  gentleman  was  anxious  for  a  oopy 
<rf  the  despatch,  he  (ill.  Stafioid)  Would  order 
<me  to  be  made  for  him. 
Kr.  FITZHBRBEBT  said  it  was  retnarkable 

■  thsraadiness  with  which  an  oral  reply  bad  been 
giten  to  the  question  pat  to  the  Oolonial  Seore- 
tuy;  but,  as  he  (Ur.  Fitzherbert)  wished  his 
coostitaents  to  pairtioipate  in  the  pleasure  he 
felt,  he  had  to  request  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  direct  some  of  that  noble  army  of 
aaityts  he  had  under  his  control  to  devote  a 
pattion.of  their  valuable  time  to  making  copies 
of  those  documents. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
Xbe  House  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  Uth  June,  1861. 


Agents] 


The  Eon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  ohaiz  at 
tao  o'clock. 
Pbaxbbs. 

PBIVATE  -BHiliS  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  BIOHr 
lUKn>,  it  was  agreed.  That  a  Committee  be 
■lyinldil,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  any  Com- 
■ittM  topointed  for  the  same  purpose  by  the 
Ebose  of  Representatives,  for  deoidmg,  in  case 
«f  doubt,  wheUier  any  Bill  referred  to  them 
cones  within  the  meaning  of  the  conditions 
•pplwable  to  private  Bills ;  the  Committee  to 
Muist  of  the  Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Gibbes,  the 
Hob.  Captain  Baillie,  and  the  mover.  • 

FIB8T  BEADINQS. 
Betident  Magistrates  Ordinance  Amendment 
Bill,  Oommissioners'  Powers  BUI. 

MIIilTABY  ST0BE8. 

Xhe  Hon.  Sir  OSBOBNE  GIBBES  asked  the 
Hod.  Mr.  Whitaker  if  the  notices  issued  offer- 
Bf  £300  reward  for  the  discovery  of  parties 
•■id  to  have  sold  gunpowder  to  Natives  had 
Ibsen  distributed  l^roughont  the  country. 

33m' Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  was  not  aware, 
bat  would  answer  the  question  next  sitting- 


LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill  was  te^ 
committed,  further  considered  in  Committe6| 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendment. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 
The  Survey  Correction  Bill  was  recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
to  the  Oounoil  with  amendments. 

ADVANCES  TO  AGENTS  BILL, 
The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Advances  to  Agents  Bill, 
and  explained  that  the  general  scope  and  object 
of  the  Bill  followed  the  English  Act  6  and  6 
Vict.,  cap.  89,  usually  known  as  "  The  Factors 
Act."  By  the  common  law  an  agent  had  no 
power  to  pledge  the  goods  of  his  principal — 
ne  was  only  authorised  to  sell  them ;  and,  aa 
he  could  not  pledge  the  goods  themselves, 
still  less  could  he  pledge  the  representatives  ot 
suoh  goods,  such  as  bills  of  lading  or  dock- 
warrants.  Still,  these  things  were  done ;  and  it 
was  convenient,  in  commercial  practice,  that 
the  acts  of  agents  should  be  binding  on  prinoi* 
pals.  If  this  were  found  good  in  England,  it 
was  still  more  essential  here,  where  a  great 
part  of  the  business  of  the  colony  was  done 
through  agents,  by  parties  residing  at  a  dis- 
tance, or  in  the  Mother-country.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  proposed  Act  was  that,  whethec 
goods  in  the  agents'  hands  were  sold  or  money 
were  raised  on  them  by  way  of  loan,  (he  goods 
should  be  protected. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council .  witiiout 
amendment. 

The  Council  adjouzned  at  a  quartet  to  font 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OP  BBPBE8ENTATIVES. 
SVid^,  14th  June,  1861. 


WaUuto  Committee  —  Native  Ckmfsrence— Martial 
Law— Boslneis  of  BeMion— Land-pnrchsio  Mill- 
tary  Stores— Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill- 
Stewart  Island— War  Loan— Election  Returds  . 
—Land-porchase— Native  AfTairs— First  Beadins 
— Oanterbory  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill— Lano- 
pnrobase— Land  Bevenue — Select  Conuulttee — 
Land  Question. 

Mr.  Sfxakxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PlUTSBS. 

WAIKATO  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  EOX,  in  asking  v^at  instructions  had 
been  given  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
printed  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Waikato 
Committee — referred  to  the  great  importance  of 
the  report,  as  containing  a  full  and  complete 
history  of  the  King  question,  and  being,  with 
its  accompanying  evidence,  adocument  which 
ought  to  be  most  closely  and  diligently  studied  ' 
by  every  member  of  the  House  before  he  ven- 
tured to  express,  or  even  to  form,  an  opinion 
on  the  affairs  of  this  colony.  On  the  leist  da^' 
of  last  session  it  had  been  decided  that  each 
member  should  have  six  copies  of  this  iaspov- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40 


Martial  Law. 


[HOUSE.].        Land-purchase.         [Jumb  U 


tont  paper,  and  that  a  large  number  should  he 
printed  besides  for  distribution  and  sale  to  the 
publie  at  such  fc  low  price  as  to  induce  its 
study.  He  wished  to  be  informed  what  had 
been  done  to  carry  out  these  ends.  He  had 
received  the  usual  one  copy,  but  the  other  five 
bad  not  reached  him,  nor  had  he  been  able  to 
gather  from  any  newspapers  or  Oauttei  that 
the  extra  five  hundred  had  been  placed  in  a 
channel  by  which  the  desired  end  was  likely  to 
be  obtained.  If  such  steps  had  not  been  taken, 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  lose  no  time  in 
insuring  the  distribution  of  the  report  through- 
out the  oolonv. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  if  the  honourable 
member  had  given  a  more  particular  notice  of 
the  question  intended,  he-  would  have  been 
better  prepared  to  reply.  He  could  only  say 
that  the  distribution  of  printed  pi^rs  generally 
was  intrusted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  With 
reference  to  these  particular  papers,  he  could 
not  say  anything  of  the  distribution  of  the 
extra  copies,  and  did  not  remember  if  any  in- 
structiong  had  been  given  for  their  distribution ; 
but  inquiry  should  be  made,  and  •  further  reply 
given. 

NATIVE  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  BRANDON  asked  the  Government,  On 
whsit  principle,  and  by  yrhom,  the  chiefs  in- 
tended to  be  invited  to  the  conference  men- 
tioned in  His  Excellency's  Speech  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  are  to  be  summoned ;  and  whether 
any,  and  what,  precautions  will  be  taken  to  give 
to  that  conference  sueh  ^  character  as  may 
entitle  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  real  representation 
of  the  Native  tribes  of  this  colony  ?  The  last 
coijiference  of  chiefs  had  not  been  productive  of 
«ny  good  results,  aqd  the  mode  of  summoning 
was  unsatisfactory.  [The  honourable  member 
was  proceeding  to  address  the  House  on  the 
point,  when]  — 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  clearly  out  of  order:  he  was 
making  a  speech,  and  not  asking  a  question.     . 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  no  matters  could 
be  debated  when  aquestiod  was  asked  other 
than  the  particulars  to  which  the  question  had 
reference. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  he  was  not  aware  he 
had  been  transgressing  the  forms  of  the  House, 
and  would  content  himself  with  simply  asking 
the  question.  ' 

Mr.  WELD  said  it  was  proposed  to  summon 
the  Native  chiefs  to  the  conference  by  letters 
forwarded  to  every  district  throughout  the 
Island,  wherever  a  considerable  number  of 
Natives  were  located,  requesting  them  td 
select  delegates  from  among  their  chiefs  in 
whom  they  reposed  confidence,  to  represent 
them.  The  names  of  the  chiefs  so  selected  were 
to  be  forwarded  to  His  Excellency,  who  would 
call  them  together  at  the  earliest  moment 
the  state  of  the  country  would  warrant  him  in 
doing  BO. 

MARTIAL  LAW. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  inquired  whether  martial  law 
vas  still  in  operation  in  the  Province  of  Tara- 
naki ;  also,  whether  it  was  proposed  to  reduce 
the  Militia  in  that  provinoe  7 
Mr.  Fox 


Mr.  WELD  replied  that  the  application  of 
martial  law  still  extended  to  the  boundaries  of 
the  Province  of  Taremaki. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  added  that  the  Militia  of 
the  province  was  still  doing  duty,  but  those  who 
wdre  employed  in  the  Commissariat  and  other- 
wise  by  the  authorities  had  been  informed 
that  they  were  not  to  receive  pay  or  rations; 
and  this  rule  was  to  apply  to  those  who  mads 
application  to  be  disch&rged.  This  would 
reduce  the  force  to  between  150  and  180  mtn. 
The  Volunteers  were  still  left  under  the  original 
organization.  The  further  reduction  of  the 
Militia  was  a  question  which  was  receiving  th* 
consideration  of  the  Government. 

BUSINESS  OF  SESSION. 

Mr.  FOX  asked.  Whether  it  is  th&  intention 
of  the  Govenmient  to  lay  any,  and  what,  BiUs 
on  the  table  of  this  House,  and  when  the 
House  may  expect  the  same;  also  when  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  lay  the  es^ 
mates  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Govemmoit  in- 
tended introducing  certain  Bills  from  time  to 
time,  notice  of  which  would  be  given  to  the 
House.  A  number  of  Bills  were  under  con- 
sideration in  the  other  branch  of  the  LegisI*- 
ture,  and  might  be  expected  in  the  course  of  Hie 
day,  or  at  the  next  sitting.  His  honouiftble 
colleague  informed  him  that  the  estimate* 
would  be  laid  before  the  House  in  the  eonrse 
of  a  fortnight — certainly  not  later  than  that — 
on  which  occasion  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
make  a  statement  with  reference  to  the  genetal 
financial  condition  of  the  colony. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 
Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  there  be  laid  on  the 
table  a  return  of  all  prosecutions  which  ham 
been  instituted  under  the  Native  JJand  Par- 
chase  Ordinance  since  the  1st  Jaauaxy,  1854, 
specifying  the  names  of  the  defendants,   the 
nature  of  the  charge,  the  name  of  the  proae- 
cutor  and  by  whom  authorized  to  prosecute,  Una 
decision,  and  the  date  of  payment  of  penalty, 
if  any.    Honourable  members  were  aware  thak 
this  ordinance  had  been  passed  by  Sir  Qeurga 
Grey's  Council ;  and,  whue  professing  not   to 
interfere  with  the  Natives  in  dealing  with  ttieir 
land,  it  virtually  prohibited  them  from  selling 
any  portion  of  it  to  any  other  than  the  GoTttm-. 
ment.    The  penal  clauses  of  that  meaanre 
which  imposed  a  penalty  of  £100  a  month  on 
any  European  who  occupied,  touched,  ot — lie 
might  almost  say — walked  upon  land  on  whioh 
the  Native  title  had  not  been  extinguished — 
rendered  it  impossible  for  Natives  to  sell  Utaid 
to  any  European  who  might  wish  to  settle  ajad 
acquire  property  among  them,  leaving  only  tii» 
Government  as  purchasers  of  Native  land.     Ha 
would  not  remark  on  the  policy  of  that  mtut 
sure ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  it  had  hnaii 
systematically  infringed  on  large  and  «»m>H 
scales.    Prosecutions  had  taken  place  nndex 
the  Act,  in  seme  of  which   the  proseoaticm 
had  pressed  for  the  imposition  of  a  vioalty  ; 
in  ouier  cases  the  prosecutions  had  failed  — 
and  he  wished  to  know  the  cause  of 
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ftOoiM;  while  in  other  cases  persons  'who 
wen  known  to  have  violated  the  law  were 
taSetei  to  escape  with  impnnity.  A  prosecu- 
tiiai  imder  the  Act  against  a  well-known 
gentleman,  the  Chief  Land  Commissioner, 
failed  in  consequence  of  the  Government 
teing  nnable  to  prove  that  a  particular  sheep 
Was  the  property  of  that  gentleman.  But 
tiiis  was  not  the  only  official  high  iQ  office 
who  had  been  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
ordinance.  If  he  recollected  rightly,  a  proseca- 
tiott  had  been  taken  against  Mr.  Henry  St. 
Hill,  tiie  Resident  Magistrate  of  Wellington, 
iriiieh  had  been  carried  to  a  successfnl  issue ; 
■ad  one  report  said  that  that  gentleman  aban- 
doned  his  run  which  he  had  leased  from  the 
Natives ;  another  report  was  that  he  paid  the 
ijS  fine,  and  quietly  resumed  possession  of  his 
nm,  which  he  occupied  to  this  day.  In  his 
QSi.  Pox's)  neighbourhood  there  was  a  tract  of 
900,000  acres  of  land  admirably  suited  for  agri- 
soltnial  purposes,  a  small  portion  of  which  had 
iieen  purchased  by  the  Government,  leaving 
390,000  acres  in  Native  possession,  which,  was 
oceoined  by  about  seven  leaseholders,  at  rents 
wymg  from  £50  to  £100  a  year,  paid  regularly 
in  advance.  These  gentlemen  were  principally 
Jostices  of  the  Peace;  and  he  would  like  to 
know  how  they  would  act,  being,  no  doubt, 
-tmioils  that  the  law  should  be  fairly  adminis- 
tered, if  they  were  called  on  to  assist  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  at  a  prosecution  under  the 
Land  Pnrohass  Ordinance.  He  did  not  blame 
thote  gentlemen  for  violating  the  ordinance, 
'Owing  to  the  extremely  partial  way  in  which 
the  law  had  been  carried  out  for  the  last  five  or 
six  years,  it  having  been  made  fish  to  one,  flesh 
to  another,  and  fowl  to  a  third.    This  was  a 

rition  of  vital  importance,  involvmg  not  only 
Europeans,  but  also  the  Natives,  who  did 
not  like  the  Government  proceedings  in  land. 
As  Natives  say,  "  We  do  not  like  the  Govern- 
ment proceedings  about  land.  We  always 
find,  when  we  deal  with  them,  that  there  are 
dimates  about  boundaries  and  titles,  which 
ma  nnpleasantly,  and  latterly  in  cruel  wars 
that  may  result  in  the  extermination  of  our 
nee.  But  we  desire  the  pakeha  with  ns — we 
wish  to  8^  him  occupy  our  waste  lands  with 
his  flocks  and  herds ;  out  your  law  says,  '  No ; 
you  must  not  deal  with  the  pakeha  when  you 
please— you  must  deal  through  us;'  and  there- 
sae  wa  cannot  get  the  pakeha  to  settle  among 
ns."  Therefore  whatever  arrangement  was  come 
to  with  the  Waikatos,  this  difficulty  must  be 
Bat ;  and,  it  being  of  such  vital  importance  to 
'the  oal9ny,  he  would  move  the  motion  of 
iriiieh  he  had  given  notice  for  the  production 
d  tatnma,  to  show  how  the  law,  which  had 
been  violated  by  Chief  Land  Commissioners 
tad  Jostioes  of  the  Peace  all  over  the  country, 
was  administered  by  the  Qovemment,  and  also 
Vith  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  opinion  of 
{be  Qovemment  on  so  importtuat  a  matter. 
Kr.  CARTER  seconded  the  motion. 
Ur.  CARLETON  premised  that  the  motion 
ma  a  preliminary  step  towards  the  repeeJ  of 
tta  law.  He  objected,  first,  to  all  laws  that 
««•  oaleolated  to  bring  the  law  into  oon  tempt ; 


such  laws  were  in  their  own  nature  inefficient 
and  therefore  must  be  in  a  state  of  chrome 
violation.  This  law  was  so  stringent  in  its  na- 
ture that  its  provisions  could  not  be  enforced. 
He  desired  to  see  no  law  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book  the  provisions  of  which  would  not  b< 
rigidly  enforced ;  but  let  them  not  make  a  law 
the  provisions  of  which  were  not  only  not  en- 
forced, but  were  not  likely  to  be  enforced.  He 
(Mr.  Carleton)  was  present  in  the  Council-room 
of  Governor  Grey's  Legislative  Council  when 
that  law  passed ;  and  it  was  there  stated  by 
Mr.  Donnelly,  a  lawyer,  that  a  man  who 
pitched  his  tent  on  Native  land  when  travel- 
ling through  a  Native  district  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  £100.  But  Governor  Grey  said,  *'  Oh, 
the  Government  will  not  take  advantage  of  it." 
Were  they  prepared  to  place  such  power  in  th* 
hands  of  every  Government  for  the  fntOM, 
in  the  expectation  that  they  would  not  tak* 
Eidvantage  of  it  ?  He  could  tell  them  that  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland  the  only  effect  of 
that  law  was  to'  pat  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  to  use  at  its  pleasure  against 
any  obnoxious  individuals.  If  the  Government 
were  pleased  to  suppose,  either  with  or  'withont 
knowledge,  that  any  individual  was  doing  mis- 
chief up  the  country ;  or  if  they  had  a  prejudiea 
that  such  was  the  case — for  to  his  knowledg* 

Srejudice  was  entertained  that  many  were 
oing  mischief  up  the  country  who  were  as  di«- 
posed  as  any  member  of  the  Government  to  up- 
hold the  Queen's  supremacy  in  the  country — 
the  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  wm  a  weapon  by 
which  the  Ministry  could  inflict  injury  upon 
such  individuals.  If  the  Qovemment  had  ever 
had  that  wish,  they 'had  been  prevented  patting 
it  into  efiect  so  tar  as  the  I^ovinoe  of  Ahck- 
land  was  concerned,  for  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  had 
introduced  a  Bill  in  the  Provincial  Parliament 
with  the  view  of  repealing  the  Land  Purolu^ 
Ordinance  so  far  as  that  province  was  con- 
cerned. That  Bill  'would  be  found  among  the 
records  of  the  Provincial  Government.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  the  Provincial  Legislature  had 
the  power  to  repeal  the  law  in  question;  btat 
the  then  Attorney-General  had  given  an  extra- 
ordinary opinion,  that  ajy  Act  passed  in  the 
Provincial  Council  could  not  repeal  but  could 
amend  the  law.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  confessed 
he  never  had  been  able  to  see  clearly  the 
grounds  qn  which  that  opinion  had  been  given; 
but  so  it  was. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  pardon  the  interruption,  but  ha 
wished  to  inform  the  House  thatthe  law  offloei 
referred  to  was  not  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
present  Government. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  the  Attorney-General 
at  that  time  was  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  he  did  not 
intend  to  ally  him  with  the  present  Ministry. 
The  consequence  of  that  opinion  was  that  an 
Act  amending  the  Land  Purchase  Ordinance 
was  passed  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  giving 
to  private  indi'viduals  the  right  of  instituting 
prosecutions.  The  object  of  that  Act  avowedly 
was  to  render  prosecutions  by  the  Government 
edmost  impoesiole ;  for,  had  a{)ro8eontion  been 
institated  oy  the  Qovemmant  against  any  indi- 
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TidoaJ,  then  information  would  have  been  laid 
•gainst  every  other  person  in  the  province  known 
to  have  transgressed  the  law,  and  fair  or  hard 
play,  as  the  case  might  be,  would  have  been 
meted  to  all  alike.  His  opinion  was  that  the 
Act  was  an  illegal  Act,  for  it  was  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  English  law.  His  opinions 
had  never  been  changed  on  this  point,  although 
it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  had  been  debating 
and  writing  for  many  years  past. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  Government  were 
disposed  to  give  every  possible  information. 
He  rose  in  explanation,  however.  After  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  told  the  honourable  member  who 
bad  just  sat  down  that  the  Attorney-General 
who  had  given  the  somewhat  extraordinary 
opinion  referred  to  had  no  connection  with  the 
present  Ministry,  that  honourable  gentleman 
said  it  was  Mr.  Whitaker.  Now,  it  was  not 
Mr.  Whitaker  .who  had  opposed  the  repealing 
measure  and  then. said  a  law  might  be  passed 
'  to  amend  the  Act.  Mr.  Whitaker  had  gone  out 
of  office  before  th&t  time,  and  the  Attorney- 
General  who  advised  the  passing  of  a  law  for 
the  amending  of  the  Land  Purchase  Ordinance, 
fmd  not  for  its  repeal,  waa  the  honourable  the 
jgiover  of  thi^  motion^ 

lb.  CABLETON.— I  believe  the  hon6niable 
gentleman  is  right. 

Mr.  SPEAKKB  called  attention  to  the  166th 
Sole  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  provided 
that  no  offensive  expression  should  be  used 
against  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  statute,  unl.ess 
wit  the  purpose  of  moving  for  its  repeal,  nor 
against  officials  high  in  office  under  the  Crown. 
He  thought  that  was  a  salutary  rule,  and  the 
jionourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
would  see  the  propriety  of  observing  it.  He 
waa  sure,  notwithstanding  that  honourable 
gentleman's  intimate  knowledge  of  the  forms 
^  Parliament,  he  had  lost  sight  of  this  rule. 

Mr.  OABLETOK  said  he  had  carefully 
guarded  himself,  in  the  beginning  6f  his  obser- 
▼ations,  from  the  operation  of  the  rule  of  the 
House  of  Commons  by  saying  that  he  took  this 
motion  as  a  step  towards  the  repeal  of  the 
statute.  He  had  used  no  offensive  expressions 
•gainst  any  officer. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  words  of  the  rule 
were — "unless  for  the  purpose  of  moving  for 
its  repeal."  That  was  not  the  question  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  said  the  land  ques- 
tion was  the  great  stumbling-block  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
though  they  sJI  knew  how  very  limited  was  the 
power  which! the  Government  exercised  over 
the  matter.  He  thought  the  House  did  not 
need  to  be  reminded  of  the  efforts  of  the  Minis- 
try to  put  an  end  to  the  present  difficulties ;  but 
they  had  hitherto  been  prevented  carrying  them 
into  effect  by  the  views  still  held  by  the  Im- 
perial Government ;  and  the  Government  dis- 
claimed all  responsibility  on  the  question  which 
bad  been  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
Jionourablo  member  for  Bangitikei.  They  did 
eo  most  emphatically.  The  Government  was 
«harged  with  the  administration  of  a  law  which 
.they  had  always  reoognize4  &•  impossible  of 
Mr.  CarUUm 


execution,  and  always  to  be  evtufod  by  the  1 
exercise  of  ingenuity;  and  prosecution  after 
prosecution  under  the  Land  Porohase  OrdinaaM 
was  abandoned,  because  they  found  the  otri- 
denoe  would  not  support  the  charge.  They  bad 
not  failed  in  a  desire  for  the  execution  cA  tiia 
law — they  had  given  every  facility  for  pattiiig 
it  in  force,  for  he  agreed  with  honourable  gentle- 
men that  so  long  as  it  was  the  law  of  theleod 
it  should  be  enforced  impartially  and  strioUy* 
particularly  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  offioece 
of  the  Imperial  Government  that  it  should  b» 
BO  enforced.  The  Government  had  given  autho- 
rity in  Hawke's  Bay  to  the  proper  party  to  pnv 
seoute  under  the  statute  whomsoever  it  wa» 
thdught  fit  should  be  prosecuted  for  violatictt 
of  the  law.  It  was  their  desire  that  all  offend- 
ers should  be  prosecuted ;  but  they  exiMOted 
very  little  result  from  that,  having  previonriy 
failed  elsewhere  in  similar  prosecutions.  Thev 
had  previously  failed  at  Wanganui,  on  wfai^ 
occasion  the  lawyer  the  Government  retained 
advised  .them  to  withdraw  the  prosecution,  M 
the  evidence  would  not  bear  out  the  ohazgs. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  seeing  the  Govern- 
ment was  charged,  in  deference  to  the  ImpexiMl 
Government,  with  enforcing  a  law  they  jcnew 
and  felt  could  *not  be  enforced,  it  was  hazdly 
fair  to  hold  them  responsible  for  the  prefeiit 
unsatisfactory  position  of  the  question, 48  if  it 
were  a  matter  over  which  they  had  an  ahiK>liit> 
control. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  imputing  no  partiotdac 
blame  to  the  existing  Government  for  anything 
but  their  owh  acts  of  omission ;  and  they  yitam 
undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  law  being  fiek 
to  one,  flesh  to  another,  and  fowl  to  a  thixd. 
It  was  to  that  extent  only  that  he  held  thank 
responsible. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BJCHMOND  said  the  Govetmnaa* 
was  only  responsible  for  the  advice  given. 

Mr.  FOX.— Then  the  Ministry  advised  th» 
Governor,  and  he  acted  vrithout  or  wgaiiwt 
the  advice  of  his  Besponsible  Ministers  ? 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND.— No. 

Mr.  FOX. — Then  they  have  given  advice  '■• 
have  not  now  before  us.  It  has  just  been  ma%r 
gested  to  me  that  the  Surveyor-General  liad 
been  instructed  to  prosecute. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND.— There  is  no  saek 
officer. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  held  the  Government  !•• 
sponsible  for  the  general  prosecutions,  vhioll 
had  not  been  impartially  undertaken,  under  tb* 
arrangements  come  to  with  the  Governor  ea 
the  establishment  of  Besponsible  Goveminwit. 
He  was  altogether  unable  to  discover  wh»t  point 
there  was  in  the  joke  of  the  Colonial  SecretaiT', 
that  it  was  Mr.  Fox  and  not  Mr.  Wbitanr 
who  advised  that  the  law  might  be  amended 
but  could  not  be  repealed ;  but  he  hoped  Hb» 
House  would  indulge  him  with  a  laugh  when 
he  told  them  it  was  not  Mr.  Fox,  but  tbe  Golo> 
nial  Treasiuer,  Mr.  0.  W.  Bichmohd,  wboM 
own  name  was  attached  to  the  Aot  in  the 
Oacette.  It  seemed  that  the  jokes  of  h<Mionr- 
able  gentlemen  on  his-  side  of  the  House  weos 
not  of  so  weighty  an  order  as  those  which  camv 
from  the  Ministerial  table.    It  did  not  take 
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jBoch,  hament,  to  gst  np  a  gnat  amooot  of 
fiMhinnation  in  the  House  when  the  joke  came 
ftom  a  Minister;  bnt,  although  this  was  a 
healthy  sign,  cm  which  he  begged  to  congiatu- 
U^  the  House,  he  took  leave  to  say  that  there 
ms  not  so  very  much  in  the  joke,  after  all. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  would  merely  ob- 
ieire  that  the  Act  was  passed  before  he  oame 
into  office;  and,  in  writing  the  letter  whioh 
appeared  in  the  Oaxette,  he  was  merely  carry- 
ing oat  a  determination  raeviously  arrived  at 
in  the  Executive  Council,  by  the  advice  of  the 
honoorable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 

Hi.  STAFFOBD.— The  explanation  the 
House  has  just  heard  does  not  put  the  ease 
ittongly  enough.  When  my  honourable  friend 
came  into  office  he  found  that  the  Act  had 
become  law,  and  he  was  bound  to  write  the 
ofBcial  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Otuettt 
with  his  name  attached  to  it.  What  he  did 
was  merely  a  mechanioal  part  of  his  functions, 
te  inform  the  public  whether,  the  Act  waa  law 
01  not. 

Hi.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said,  as  His  Excel- 
lency's name  had  been  mentioned  during  the 
debate,  he  thought  it  fair  that  the  House  should 
know  that  His  £xoeIlency  himself  entirely  oon- 
eoired  with  the  opinion  of  his  Ministers  as  to 
the  inefiective  character  of  the  ordinance  to 
which  reference  had  been  made;  and,  as  he 
(Mr.  Richmond)  had  intimated  to  the  House, 
It  was  the  Imperial  QoTemment  which  adhered 
to  the  old  pobcy. 

notion  Bgroed  to. 

MILITAEY  STORKS. 

Hr.  BBAKDON  moved.  That  there  be  laid 
on  the  table  a  copy,  of  the  oiroulat  of  instroo- 
tions  issued  by  the  Government  to  the  various 
aS&BBii  appointed  to  issue  urms  and  ammuni- 
tbn,  or  licenses  for  the  importation  or  sale 
thereof,  under  the  Arms  Act  of  the  last  session, 
or  other  regulations  in  force  relating  to  the 
iasne,  importation,  and  sale  of  arms  and  am- 
jnnnition. 

Ur.  RUSSELL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  Qovemmant 
had  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  relax- 
ing the  restrictions  in  question,  as  for  some 
time  past  the  strict  carrying-out  of  those  rules 
had  been  found  impossible;  but  the  priacise 
e;^ent  of  the  change  had  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined on. 

Ur.  RENALL  remarked  upon  the  stringent 
ofeiations  of  the  instructions  from  Qovem- 
mant tmder  which  licenses  had  been  issued  to 
parties  to  use  firearms  and  ammunition.  He 
suggested  that  a  certificate  from  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  would 
be  sufficient  precaution  for  the  prevention  of 
abuse.  At  all  events,  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity in  his  own  district,  as  well  as  their 
comfort  and  safety,  would  be  benefited  by  a 
little  relaxation  in  the  rules.  The  quantity  of 
fowder  and  shot  issued  was  also  too  little. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BANK  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILL. 
The  Baak  of  New  South  Wales  Bill  waa  in- 


troduced and  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittea,. 
consisting  of  Mr.  Woodi  Mr.  Brandon,  Mt.  O. 
Qrabam,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Fitsherbert,  Mr. 
Ormond,  Mz.  Curtis,  Mt.  C.  W.  BiohmooJd,  mi 
Ml.  Williamson, 

STEWART  ISLAND. 

Mr.  DICK  moved.  That  there  be-  laid  on  the 
table  a  oopy  of  all  correspondence  between  the 
Qovemment  atad  the  Provincial  Qovemment  at 
Otago  regarding  the  purchase  or  ocoupatioB 
of  Stewart  Island.  Honourable  members  were 
aware  that  this  island  contained  a  large  traet 
of  valuable  land,  with  e:(cellent  timber  and 
commodious  harboars,  and  there  were  almoak- 
no  Natives  upon  it.  He  believed  that  soma 
correspondence  had  taken  place  between  th« 
QeneCtal  Government  and  the  provincial  aatho> 
rities  of  Otago  about  the  island,  which  it  wu 
desirable  to  produce,  for  it  appeared  to  hiac 
that  there  would  be  very  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  oooupatioB  of  the  island  alto- 
gether at  a  trifling  oost. 

Mr.  WELD  said  that  orders  had  already 
been  given  for  persons  to  proceed  to  Stewart 
Island,  with  the  view  of  reporting  upon  the' 
acquisition  of  the  island.  Of  course  thex» 
oonld  be  no  objection  to  the  return. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WAR  LOAN. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved.  That  there  be  laid  oa 
the  table  a  return  of  the  various  sums  expended 
out  of  the  £150,000  war  loan  up  to  the  12th 
June,  1861,  such  return  to  show  on  what  paif- 
ticular  service  the  said  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended. This  return  was  the  more  necessatj 
as  it  was  considered  that  the  Financial  Stat»- 
ment  would,  not  be  made  for  a  fortnightt 
although  the  debate  on  the  general  policy  cf 
the  Government  was  to  be  taken  on  Wednesday , 
next. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  return  could  not  ht- 
made  up  to  the  precise  date  asked  for,,  but  ^ 
could  be  made  up  to  within  six  weeks  of  tb*- 
time.  ■ 

Mr.  CARTER  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  that  arrangement. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Mr.  OHORKB  moved.  That  there  be  laid  ob 
the  table  of  this  House  a  return  setting  fortk 
the  names  of  the  sevraral  electoral  districts, 
and  the  number  of  members  returned  by  eaoh 
under  "The  Representation  Act,  1860,"  th» 
provinces  in  which  such  districts  are  situated,, 
the  number  of  candidates  for  each  district  i(t 
the  last  general  election,  the  number  of  eleatwpi 
polled  in  each  district,  and  the  number  of 
electors  on  the  roll  of  eaoh  district  at  the  tim*; 
together  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
electors  to  be  added  to  each  roll  under  tite 
registration  of  the  present  year,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  population  of  each  district,  as  fwe 
as  can  be  calculated  from  the  latest  aaosUs- 
returns. 

Motion  negatived. 
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LAND-PUBCHASB. 
Dr.  FEATHERSTON  moved,  That  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  a  copy  of  all  oorrespondenoe 
between  the  Qovemment,  the  Bishop  of  Kqw 
Zealand,  and  Mr.  Fanis  relative  to  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  latter  to  the  Bishop  on  the 
subject  of  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the 
Kaaves  at  Waitara.  In  moving  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  referred  to,  he  did  so  for 
fh«  express  purpose  of  having  that  letter  laid 
npon  the  table  of  the  House,  as  he  was  ez- 
eeedingly  anxious  for  its  production  upon  per- 
Bonal  and  public  grounds.  During  the  course 
of  the  debates  in  the  last  session  it  was  dis- 
tinctly shown  that  a  letter  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  before 
the  purchase  of  land  at  Waitara  was  entered 
apon,  and  it  struck  him  (Dr.  Featherston) 
that  the  letter  in  question  h^^  ^  bearing 
tipon  the  war  entered  mto  about  the  land-pur- 
chase there.  When  he  returned  to  Wellington 
after  the  session  he.  met  his  constituents,  and, 
in  referring  to  the  course  of  the  Taranaki  war, 
-did  not  hesitate  to  refer  to  that  letter,  and  to 
toy  that  it  contained  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  Mr.  Parris  had  been  requested  by  certain 
{tarties  to  join  them  in  a  conspiracy  to  defraud 
tite  chief,  Wiremu  Kingi,  of  tne  block  of  land 
at  Waitara.  As  soon  as  these  observations  were 
made' public,  grave  doubts  were  reused  as  to 
-whether  such  a  letter  had  any  existence :  some 
hinted  that  it  was  a  pore  fabrication  of  his  own, 
-while  others  accused  him  of  a  gross  breach  of 
oonfidence  by  making  public  what  was  con- 
tained in  apnvate  letter,  and  exaggerating  its 
contents.  He  did  not  regard  the  corrpspondenoe 
iMtween  Mr.  Parris  and  the  Bishop  of  New 
Zealand  as  of  a  private  nature.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  looked  upon  it  at  of  a  public  cha- 
.zaoter;  and  when  it  was  produced  he  was 
convinced  that  the  letter  would  show  that,  al- 
though he  might  not  have  used  the  precise 
words  Of  Mr.  Parris,  he  had  not  been  guilty  of 
any  misrepresentation.  But  he  was  fuixious 
on  public  grounds  for  the  production  of  this 
leiter;  for,  if  it  did  contain  the  statement,  he 
.tbonght  the  House  would  concur  with  him  that 
■ome  action  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  who 
had  insisted  on  Mr.  Parris  joining  a  conspiracy 
to  deprive  Wiremu  Kingi  of  the  mnoh-coveted 
land  at  Waitara.  In  fact,  he  thought  this 
was  BO  serious  a  matter  as  to  justify  him  in 
■calling  on  the  Government  to  place  full  infor- 
mation before  the  House. 

Mr.  FOX  seconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  WELD. — I  hoi>e  the  House  will  give  me 
■its  full  attention,  because  a  question  like  this. 
Which  involves  the  character  of  public  men, 
if  one  to  which,  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  pay  special  attention.  I  think  that  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  an  imputation — for  I 
oonsider  as  an  imputation  the  statement  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington— on 
any  honourable  gentleman  or  others  hold- 
ing a  high  position  in  the  country  should  be 
dealt  with,  as  far  as  possible,  in  a  fair,  ealm, 
-and  temperate  manner;  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  that,  in  any  observations  I  shall  make, 
Ishall  refrain  from  anything  that  may  appear 


as  an  imputation  of -motives  on  one  person  m 
another.    There  is,  of  course,  not  the  slightett 
objection,  on  the  part  of  the  Govemment  to 
lay   the    correspondence    before    the  Hodm. 
More  than  that,  I  am  going  to  read  that  cor- 
respondence, and  allow  the  House  to  fonn  iti 
own  judgment  upon  the  documents  as  they  an 
read.    Before  I  call  your  attention  to  an  ex- 
tract from  the  s}>eech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington,  I  beg  to  ask.  him  whether 
he  has  been  rightly  reported  in  the  speech, 
which  I   take   from  a  Wellington  newspaper. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  discussing  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  the  war,  and  is  reported 
to  have  said,  "  I  have  myself  seen  a  letter  from 
Mr,  Parris  in  which  he  states  that  he  vai 
sorely  beset  to  enter  into  a  conspiracy  to  de- 
prive Wiremu  Kingi  of  the  much-coveted  land 
at  Waitara.     (Profound  sensation.)"    Sir,  I 
should  have  thought  ill  of  any  body  of  men 
who  could  have  heard  that  statement  without 
"  profound  sensation."    I  repeat,  Sir,  I  should 
have  thought  ill  indeed  of  any  body  of  men  who 
could  have  heard  that  statement,  with  iriiat 
it  implies,  without  profound  sensation.    Wat 
I  read  it,  I  read  it  with  profound  sensation,  and 
wondered  what  it  meant.    X  think  the  imprei- 
sion  produced  by  that  statement  is  that  the 
Govenunent  or  some  parties  connected  with  the 
Government — whether  it  was  my  honoorahli 
friend  beside  me,  or  myself,  or  who.  it  was  I 
eatmot  say,  for  no  name  was  used ;  but  in  tiiil 
matter  an-  impression  was  produced  most  m- 
justified  and  unwarranted  by  the  facts,,  that 
some  person  who  was  in  some  way  connected 
with  the  Qovemment  had  put  a  pressare  on 
Mr.  Parris  to  put  Wiremu  Kmgi  off  his  much- 
coveted  lands.    If  that  is  wrong,  I  am  at  a  Ion 
to  account  for  the  "profoimd  sensation "  cre- 
ated at  the  time ;  but  I  will  admit  his  expla- 
nation if  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton rises  in  his  place  and  says  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  create  that  sensation  by  conveying 
the  impression  I  have  put  upon  his  words,  and 
which  I  believe  were  put  upon  them  by  the 
Wellington  electors ;  and  if  he  rises  and  sayi 
that  he  was  misrepresented  in  the  newspaper 
report,  or  that  he  had  Ao  intention  of  using  tbt 
words  as  casting  a  stigma  npon  any  member  .of 
the  Government,  npon  any  gentleman  da- 
nected  with   the  Government,   or  upon  any 
person,  I  will  aooept  his  statement  with  tht 
greatest  pleasure.    1  do  assure  the  Honse  no 
one  vrill  accept  his  statement  to  that  effect 
with  greater  pleasure  than  myself.    Sir,  sftet 
reading  that  extract,  I  will  go  on  to  read  the 
letter  m  question.    I  think  it  will  be  fonod, 
when  reaa,  that  the   letter   entirely  acqoitl 
the  Government  from  the  imputation  that  !o 
vrriting  it  Mr.  Parris  made  any  reference  what- 
soever to  the  Government.     I  have  already 
stated  that,  if  the   honourable   member  for 
Wellington  will  assure  the  Honse  that,  in  sav- 
ing that  which  certaiiUy  appears  to  cast  t 
stigma  on  the  Government  that  we  were  goilt; 
of  acts. which  made  the  war  unjust  or  unh(^, 
he  had  no  intention  of  casting  such  a  stigma,  I 
will  now  accept  of  his  explanation.    The  wctdi 
may  btave  beni  unfortunate  in  theix  use ;  M 
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if  ha  did  not  mean  to  convey  the  meaning 
which,  to  my  mind,  they  bMi,  I  shall  be 
aitiified. 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON.— I  admit  the  report 
tl  the  speech  to  be  substantially  oonect ;  but 
I  decline  to  put  the  construction  upon  it  my 
banooiable  fnend  aska. 

Mr.  WELD. — I  ■will  read  the  extract  again ; 
bnt,  before  doing  so,  I  may  say  that  Mr.  Harris 
has  been  ordereid  to  be  here,  and  will  attend 
for  examination  at  the  first  opportunity.  These 
are  the  words  of  the  hononrable  gentleman : — 

"I  will  mention  one  important  fact,  which 
will,  I  think,  stagger  most  believers  in  the 
justice  of  the  war.  I  have  myself  seen  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Pairis  in  which  he  states  that  he 
was  sorely  beset  to  enter  into  a  conspiracy  to 
daprive  William  King  of  the  muoh-coveted 
laod  at  Waitara." 

This  is  the  letter  :— 

"New  Plymouth,  26th  August,  18158. 

"  H?  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
yon  that,  on  the  19th  instant,  a  party  of  about 
twenty  Natives  came  to  see  me  from  Taranaki 
on  the  subject  of  ixiaking  an  appeal  to  your 
Lordship  for  a  minister  to  be  located  amongst 
them,  having  previously  held  meetings  for  the 
consideration  and  discussion  of  the  subject  at 
thsii  own  place,  as  shown  by  their  own  letters, 
herewith  enclosed. 

"  In  tile  absence  of  a  clergyman  able  to  con- 
fer with  them,  I  consented  to  talk  the  subject 
over  with  them  and  report  to  your  Lordship, 
which  I  have  much  -pleasure  in  doing  as  a 
member  of  the  Church  (unworthy  as  I  am),  but 
not  in  the  capacity  of  a  Oovenmient  officer, 
last  I  should  be  charged  with  partiality  for 
Natives  of  that  denomination,  as  some  are 
wont  to  do,  because  I  refuse  to  support  or 
eomitenanoe  dishonourable  and  treacherous 
inatment  of  William  King  and  his  people,  to 
exterminate  them  from  the  Waitara,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Mr.  Turton's  peremptory  plan 
for  the  acquirement  of  that  delightful  and 
mach-coveted  distriot.  Since  your  Lordship's 
departoie  in  February  last  I  have  bad  to  con- 
tend with  very  trying  oircumstanoes  of  a  most 
painful  nature,  which  have  caused  me  intense 
anxiety  of  n^d  for  thesa  Natives. 

"Psfdon  this  digression  from  the  snbjeot- 
matter  of  my  letter,  in  reverting  to  which  I 
iroold  beg  to  observe  that  the  Natives  who  are 
moving  in  this  matter  appear  to  be  in  real 
earnest;  and,  although  there  may  be  some  op- 
position, I  believe  they  can  carry  their  point, 
should  a  minister  be  available  for  so  desirable 
and  neglected  a  field.  They  are  principally 
Hoera's  relatives. 

"  The  land  proposed  to  be  handed  over  to 
your  Lordship  for  the  residence  of  a  clergyman 
is  about  seven  miles  from  Tataraimaka;  the 
quantity  not  ascertained  (perhaps  twenty  aores^. 

"William  King,  of  Umuioa,  Taranaki,  is 
now  with  me,  talking  over  the  subject.  He 
expresses  fails  grief  at  the  conduct  of  his  people 
tor  repudiating  the  offer  made  at  Moutoti,  and 
»ffna  equally  anxious  as  the  others  for  a 
Mmiiter ;  m  proof  of  which  the  former  applied 


to  me  to  borrow  £100  to  hand  over  to  yont 
Lordship  as  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity, 
being  the  amount  they  propose  to  subaoriba 
yearly  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  clergy- 
man. 

"  The  only  information  I  could  give  them  WM 
that  when  your  Lordship  was  last  here  you  told 
me  that  you  purposed  returning  about  Novem- 
ber, when  they-  would  no  doubt  have  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  your  Lordship  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  in  the  meantime  I  recommended 
them  to  give  the  matter  a  thorough  oonsident- 
tion  among  themselves  and  extend  it  thronj^ 
the  district. 

"  While  wo  cannot  but  feel  the  need  of  great 
caution  with  respect  to  these  poor  creatures, 
who  inquire  concerning  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus  at  a  period  when  the  Natives  throughout 
the  country,  I  believe,  were  never  more  un- 
settled, still,  may  we  not  look  upon  such  h 
solicitation  as  a  proof  that  the  Lord  has  not 
forsaken  them,  and  that  their  oonscienoes  ai* 
still  striving  within  them  ? 

"  Hoping  that  yotir  Lordship  may  be  ablA 
to  give  them  some  encouragement,  I  remain, 
&0,,  "BOBBBI  Pabbis." 

The  Oovemor,  on  seeing  the  statement  mads 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Farris  for  an  explanation;  and 
that  gentleman  replied  to  the  Private  Secretary 
as  follows : — 

"  New  Plymouth,  31st  Deoember,  1860. 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant, 
requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  state- 
ment made  by  Dr.  Featherston  to  a  public 
meeting  held  at  Wellington  on  the  21th 
November,  respecting  a  letter  written  by  me 
to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  be  correct,  and 
in  reply  to  inform  yon  that,  when  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  was  here  in  1S58,  during  the 
time  Ihaia  and  Nlkorima  were  besieged  in  the 
Karaka  Pa  by  Wiremu  Kingi,  I  aoobmpanied 
him,  Mr.  Ironside,  Mr.  Whiteley,  and  Mr. 
Reimenschneider  on  a  visit  meide  to  bo& 
parties,  with  a  view  to  arrange  terms  of  peace 
between  them ;  in  which,  however,  we  failed. 
On  the  Bishop  leaving  the  settlement,  he  re- 
quested me  to  keep  lum  informed  on  the  snb- 
ject  of  the  feud. 

"  I  must  now  quote  from  my  letter  to  the 
Native  Secretary  in  September  last,  in  whioh 
I  have  recorded  a  history  of  the  ciroumstanoes 
about  which  I  wrote  to  the  Bishop,  premising 
that  I  have  no  copy  of  the  letter,  as  it  was  a 
private  communication,  and  must  have  been 
snrreptiiiously  obtained  from  the  Bishop,  who, 
I  am  convinced,  would  never  have  published 
private  correspondence,  or  have  so  perverted  it. 
When  Ihaia,  Nikorima,  and  their  party  were 
besieged  in  the  Karaka  Pa  at  Waitara,  and 
were  in  a  most  miserable  plight,  Mr.  Whiteley 
suggested  to  me  that  I  shoiild  try  to  arrange 
terms  of  peace  on  the  following  buis — namely, 
that  the  besieged  should  be  allowed  to  vacate 
the  pa,  and  that  the  besiegers  should  then 
destroy  it.  I  availed  myself  of  the  suggestion, 
,  and  obtained  the  oonsent  of  Ihaia  and  Wiremu 
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Kiogi,  the  former  to  leave  (h«  pa,  and  the 
.latter  to  destroy  it,  and  not  follow  them  any 
further;  and,  shortly  after,  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  Ihoia'a  party  took  a  loud  farewell  of 
their  pa,  but  their  places  were  immediately 
-oocapied  by  his  Wacgdnai  and  Mokan  allies. 
They  thug  tried  to  take  advantage  of  arrange- 
ments which  1  had  attempted  to  make  for  their 
pteservation-,  and,  bat  for  my  opportune  arrival 
•pd  discovery  of  the  amboi^,  woald  probably 
have  succeeded. 

■'  I  was  much  blamed  by  the  newspapers  of 
ibe  province  for  communicating  this  intelli- 
gence ;  bbt  no  man  with  one  spark  of  honour 
ooold,  nnder  the  eircQmstanoes,  have  acted 
otherwise. 

"My  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand 
aUoded  to  tliese  attacks  of  the  looat  Press,  and 
those  of  many  of  the  settlers,  who  were  desir- 
•Otu  of  acquiring  land  by  any  means,  and  who 
'Viewed  the  frustration  of  th6  ambush  as  in- 
imical to  land-purchases ;  but  it  did  not  allude 
to  any  action  of  the  Oovemment,  nor  to  Teira's 
•block  of  land,  which  had  not  then  been  offered 
.for  sale. 

"  As  it  is  now  more  than  two  and  a  half 
years  ago  since  it  wu  written,  and  as  I  have 
no  cop^,  I  cannot  offer  any  more  particular  ex- 
planation.  I  can  only  add  that  the  statement, 
as  rendered  by  Dr.  Fcatherston,  is  untrue,  and 
that  I  am  convinced  I  did  not  write  that  which 
was  not  the  case. 

"  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  Taranaki 
B«raid  of  the  15th  Hay  and  the  12th  June,  in 
which  my  conduct  on  the  occasion  in  question 
ia  alluded  to.  Animadversions  likewise  ap- 
pealed in  the  Taranaki  Neua,  but  I  cannot 
psMiure  copies  of  them. — I  have,  &o., 
"BoBiBT  Pabbib,. 
"  Assistcuit  Native  Secretary. 

"P.  O.  Steward,  Esq.,  Private  Secretary, 
*'  Oovemment  House,  Auckland." 

The  Qovemor  then  asked'  the  Bishop  for  the 
letter ;  and  this  is  the  reply  of  his  Lordship,  in 
which  he  states  that  it  is  a  private  letter,  and 
refuses  to  give  a  copy  without  the  anthority  of 
Mr-Parris. 

.  Dr.  FBATHEBSTON.— Is  there  any  objec- 
tion to  read  His  Excellency's  letter  requesting 
Hr.  Paris'g  letter  from  the  Bishop  7 

Mr.  WELD. — It  is  not  on  the  file— it  wm  a 
merely  formal  letter — but  it  will  be  produced. 
This  is  the  Bishop's  reply  to  the  Qovemor : — 
"  Auckland,  S6th  December,  1860. 

"SlB, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
i/Uh  instant,  in  which  you  express  your  hope 
that, '  in  justice  to  Mr.  Ftirris,'  I  will  furnish 
your  Excellency  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  to 
which  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  re- 
ferred in  a  speech  made  by  him  on  (he  33rd 
November. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  I  liave  carefully  read  the  report  of 
that  speech,  printed  in  the  Wellington  Indepen- 
d*nt  of  the  7th  December,  and  am  unable  to 
discover  any  such  charge  against  Mr.  Parris  as 
would  Induce  me  to  publidb,  without  his  oon- 
aent,'  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  matters  on- 
Ut.  Weld 


oonneeted  with  the  present  Taranaki  qnestioo, 
and  not  intended  for  publication. 

"  Mr.  Parris's  letter  was  written  to  me  on  the 
26th  August,  1658,  to  give  me  a  report  of  an 
effort  made  by  the  Taranaki  Tribe  to  obtain  a 
clergyman  to  reside  among  them.  In  the 
course  of  his  letter  Mr.  Parris  was  led  to  state  • 
the  anxiety  of  mind  which  he  felt  for  the 
Natives  of  his  district,  and  spoke  of  plans 
which  had  been  suggested  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  Waitara.    I  understood  him  to  refer  to 

flans  of  the  same  kind  as  those  against  which 
had  remonstrated  in  my  pastoral  letter  in 
1855.  I  have  shown  Mr.  Parris's  letter  only  to 
a  few  persons,  and  have  constantly  refused  to 
allow  it  to  be  published.  As,  however,  it  has 
been  publicly  mentioned,  it  will  probably  be 
found  to  be  the  best  course  to  allow  it  now  to 
be  published ;  but  I  shall  -not  do  this  without 
Mr.  Parris's  consent.  The  only  use  which  I 
have  made  of  it  has  been  to  show  that  'the 
danger  wisiiig  from  the  excessive  earemess  of 
some  of  the  Taranaki  settlers  to  obtain  possea- 
sion  of  the  Waitara  was.  the  same  in  1858  aa  I 
had  represented  it  in  1865. — I  have,  Ac, 

"  G.  A.,  Nbw  ZtAULSD. 
"  His  Excellency 

"T.  O.  Browne,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Ac." 

I  desire  the  House  to  contrast  that  letter  with 
the  next  the  Bishop  wrote,  in  which  he  saya  it 
was  private ;  but  I  will  now  read  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Tnrton,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  and  which  I  find  in  the  Southern  Crats. 
The  following  is  the  memorandum  : — 

"  See  Taranaki  Berald,  15th  August,  Mc. 
Turton's  letter,  in-  which  he  ventures  to  piro- 
phesy  *  that,'  if  some  minor  arrangement  of  thia 
kind  is  not  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  fatal 
settlement  of  this  perverse  dispute,  to  render  it 
effectual,  will  have  to  include  the  whole  ot 
the  seaboeird  from  the  White  Oliffs  on  the  ona 
hand  to  Wanganui  on  the  other.' " 

I  will  now  read  the  letter  which  Mr.  Pania 
addressed  to  the  Bishop,  and  the  Bishop's  reptf 
to  that  appeal,  and  let  them  speak  for  them- 
selves :-i—  _ 

•*  New  Plymoath-,  S8th  December,  1860. 

"  Mt  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  infomt 
you  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  has 
caused  to  be  forwarded  to  me  a  copy  of  yotix 
letter  to  him,  dated  the  26th  instant,  respect- 
ing my  letter  to  yourself  alluded  to  by  I>r. 
Featherston  in  his  address  at  Wellington. 

"  I  need  not  remind  your  Lordship  that  my 
oommonioations  to  yon  were  private,  and  tbaJt 
they  were  written  at  your  own  request,  and  for 
your  personal  information  only,  in  the  full  oon- 
fidenoe  that  no  other  use  would  be  made  of 
them  than  that  which  they  were  intended  -to 
have  served. 

"  I  notice  that,  in  reply  to  His  Excellenoy'a 
request  that  you  will  furnish  him  with  a  oopy 
of  my  letter,  your  Lordship  evades  the  request, 
and  states  that  you  had  constantly  refused  *  to 
allow  it  to  be  published.  As,  however,  it  Heta 
been  publicly  mentioned,  it  will  prohably  be 
foond  to  be  the  best  course  to  pursue  to  allow 
it  now  to  be  published.* 
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"My  Iiori,  as  it  was  considered  by  me  to  be 
•  pnrate  letter,  I  kept  no  copy  of  it,  and  can- 
not charge  my  memory  with  the  exact  con- 
t<nts;  and,  if  yonr  Lordship  intends  to  furnish 
90  copy  save  by  process  of  publication,  yon  will 
bat  consummate  the  injustice  already  done  to 
me. 

"I  nibmit  to  your  Lordship  that  I  should  be 
tiw  person  to  decide  whether  to  publish  or  not, 
sad  that  I  require  a  copy  to  enable  me  so  to 
^oeide.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that 
yooi  Lordship  will  famish  me  with  a  oop7  of 
the  same,  and  transmit  it  through  the  hands  of 
ibe  Private  Secretary  for  the  information  of 
Bii  Excellency  the  Governor. — I  have,  &e., 

"  ROBKRT  PaBBIS. 

"  Lord  Bishop  Selwyn,  Auckland." 

"  Auckland,  2nd  January,  1861. 

"  Snt, — In  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tuned  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  December, 
1660,  I  herewith  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of 
jonr  letter  to  me  of  the  26th  August,  1858,  and 
transmit  it,  as  you  desire,  through  the  Private 
^retary. 

"  Tou  will  see  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter 
that  it  was  not  a  private  communication  to  me, 
nor  written  at  my  request,  but  a  public  docu- 
ment written  at  the  request  of  twenty  Natives 
of  the  Taranaki  Tribe  on  a  subject  of  common 
interest,  and  forwarded  by  you,  not  as  a  pri- 
vate friend,  but  as  a  member  of  the  Church, 
'm  the  absence  of  a  clergyman  able  to  confer 
with  the  Natiyes.' 

"Year  incidental  mention  of  the  state  of 
feeling  between  the  English  settlers  and  the 
Natives  contained  nothing  new  or  private.  It 
related  only  to  the  plans  of  Mr.  TurtoQ  and 
■others,  the  mischievous  character  of  which  had 
already  been  expressed  by  His  Excellency  Go- 
temor  Gore  Brown  in  his  memorandum  of  the 
19th  November,  1855  (Parliamentary  Papers, 
-Inly,  1860,  page  177) ,  and  by  me  in  my  pastoral 
letter  of  (he  same  year.  Your  opposition  to 
thoae  plans  was  as  well  knovm  and  open  as 
nine,  or  it  would  not  have  exposed  you  to  the 
invidious  remarkq  to  which  your  letter  refers. 

"I  can  see  no  reason  why  you  should  now 
wish  to  conceal  or  retract  a  single  word  of  that 
letter,  which  is  as  honourable  to  your  feelings 
as  it  is  favourable  to  the  Native  bharacter.  - 

"  Having  placed  the  letter,  at  your  request,  in 
ttie  hands  of  the  Government,  I  shall  reserve 
to  myself  the  full  discretion  of  giving  any  fur- 
ther publicity  to  it  which  I  may  hereafter  con- 
sider necessary.' — I  have,  &c., 

"  6.  A.;  New  Zbalaxtd." 

That  closes  the  material  part  of  the  corre- 
^ondence,  but  I  will  formally  read  what 
«Bsaed: — 

"Neiw  Plymouth,  9th  January,  1861. 

"Snt, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
leoeipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3id  instant,  with 
enolaiares  as  per  margin,  which  I  return  here- 
yhOi,  as  requested. — I  have,  &o., 

"  ROBEBT  PaBBZB, 

"  Assistant  Native  Secretary. 
"  P.  G.  Steward,  Esq., 
«  Pin»to  Becretary,  Aackluid." 


"  New  Plymouth,  29th  December,  1860.    • 

"  Sib, — I'  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  to  endlosea 
copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  this  mail  to  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand,  requesting  him  to  furnish  me, 
through  you,  for  the  information  of  His  Exoel- 
lenoy  the  Governor,  with  a  copy  of  the  letter 
alluded  to  by  Dr.  Featherston. 

"  His  Excellency  will,  of  course,  moke  such 
use  of  the  contents  aa  to  him  may  seem  most 
fitting. — I  have,  &o.,  "  Bobebt  Pabbib. 

"  F.  G.  Steward,  Esq., 

"  Private  Secretary." 

"  Auckland,  2nd  January,  1861. 

"  Sib, — At  the  request  of  Mr.  Parris  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  through  your  hands  a 
copy  of  a  letter  written  to  me  by  him  in  August, 
1858,  with  an  answer  from  me  to  a  letter  just 
received  from  him,  dated  the  28th  December, 
I860.— I  have,  £o., 

"  G.  A.,  New  ZeaiiANd. 

"  Captain  Steward." 

I  think  the  whole  case  now  speaks  for  itself. 
I  think,  if  one  thing  comes  out  more  clearly 
than  another,  it  is  this :  that  neither  the  Go- 
vernment nor  any  person  acting  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government  were  conoemed  in  any 
pressure  or  oonspiracy — in  fact,  that  anything 
so  wicked  was  never  thought  of  by  any  person ; 
and,  if  that  iUiputation  has  been  in  any  way 
conveyed  by  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington,  it  is  utterly  unwarranted 
by  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  do  not  say  th{it  he 
intended  to  convey  an  imputation ;  but  that 
meaning  was  liable  to  be  conveyed  by  the  use 
of  that  art  in  speech  in  which  the  honourable, 
gentleman  and  many  others  are  proficient.  I 
must  say  it  was  an  unfortunate  thing,  if  he 
did  not  intend  to  convey  that  imputation ;  but 
it  was  more  unfortunate  still  that  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand,  with  this  letter  in  his  posses- 
sion, waited  so  long  .before  making  it  public ; 
that,  when  the  Lord  Bishop  found  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  whom  he  showed  the 
letter  hod  conceived  a  totally  erroneous  im- 
pression of  its  contents,  he  did  not  take  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity  of  Yeotif}ring  Uiat 
mistake  by  applying  at  once  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  correct  his  statement. 

Mr.  MANTELL  remarked  that  theire  ap- 
peared to  be  some  confusiim  as  to  which  Wil- 
liam King  really  was  referred  to  in  Mr.  Parzis's 
letter.  He  referred  to  William  King  of  Umu- 
roo,  in  the  first  instance,  who  was  a  very 
different  person  from  William  King  of  Taia- 
naki.  The  names  of  these  two  men  had  got 
into  confusion,  and,  unle&  the  separate  identity 
of  each  was  made  clear,  it  w6uld  be  impossible 
to  make  anything  out  of  the  correspondence. 
He  spoke  from  his  personal  knowledge  of  Tara- 
naki  i^airs. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND  said  a  great,  deal  of 
noise  had  been  made  about  this  matter,  and 
the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Press  had 
brought  a  charge  against  the  Taranaki  settlers 

tat  large,  founded  on  the  statement  in  the  letter 
addressed  to  his  Lordship  by  Mr.  Parris.  He 
would  not  be  doing  justice  to  hia  oonsUtaeneT- 
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or  to  himself  if  he  failed  to  refer  to  that 
ohaige,  although  it  would  be  found  that  there 
was  very  little  in  it  after  all,-  on  the  prin- 
ciple they  found  prevailing  in  nature,  that 
buzzing  animals  were  the  least  important. 
He  might  mention  that  Mr.  Parris  was  most 
anxious  for  the  production  of  those  papers 
— that, 'in  fact,  the  day  before  he  (Mr.  Rich- 
mond) left  Taranaki  Mr.  Parris  requested  him 
to  have  those  docimients  brought  before  the 
public.  He  agreed  to  do  so,  and  on  that  occa- 
sion Mr.  Parria  explained  to  him  the  circum- 
stances, much  in  the  same  terms  as  those 
contained  in  his  letter  to  His  Excellency.  Mr. 
Parris  stated  that  he  named  one  individual 
who,  from  his  connection  with  the  Taratuiki 
Herald,  might  be  said  to  be  referred  to  spe- 
cially in  the  letter  to  His  Excellency,  Mr. 
Charles  Brown,  as  one  of  those  who  were 
urging  upon  him  this  matter;  and,  as  Mr. 
Brown  was  no  longer  in  the  House  to  defend 
himself,  it  was  only  fair  to  the  House,  seeing 
that  that  gentleman  was  the  principal  person 
complained  of  by  Mr.  Parris,  to  put  honourable 
members  in  possession  of  what  Mr.  Brown  had 
put  in  print,  and  of  which  Mr.  Parris  com- 
plained as  being  an  unfair  pressure  put  upon 
nim  for  the  acquisition  of  land.  He  (Mr. 
Biohmond)  hoped  the  House  would  allow  him 
to  read  the  extract  out  of  the  newspaper,  for 
it  was  not  otherwise  before  them.  Mr. 
Broi\m,  or  the  writer — and,  as  editor  of  the 
[taper,  Mr.  Brown  was  responsible  for'the  sen- 
timents— after  relating  the  well-known  inci- 
dent of  the  discovery  of  Ihaia's  ambush,  goes 
on, — 

"  We  understand  that  the  idea  of  abandoning 
the  pa  was  suggested  to  the  Natives  by  Mr. 
Fams  as  a  mode  of  tranquillizing  them.  It 
was  thought  that  the  possession  of  a  pa  which 
had  bEk£Bed  all  their  efforts  to  capture  might 
induce  the  besiegers  to  listen  to  peace.  The 
occupants  fell  in  with  the  proposal  as  a  mask 
to  the  design  already  indicated  (the  ambush) ; 
and,  had  it  succeeded,  the  Government  inter- 
ference might  have  seriously  compromised  the 
agent  employed,  if  not  the  whole  settlement, 
as  the  Natives  in  the  first  moment  of  exaspera- 
tion would  naturally  have  associated  cauAe 
with  effect." 

That  was,  the  writer  argued  upon  what  would 
have  happened  if  William  King  had  not 
escaped,  and  not  from  the  fact  of  his  escape. 
He  (Mr.  Richmond)  had  looked  over  a  file  of 
the  Taranaki  Herald  to  see  if  anything  more 
tangible  existed  than  what  he  had  quoted, 
but  could  not  find  any  statement  of  a  more 
explicit  nature.  He'  had  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Parris  had  had  pressed  upon  him  by  parties  in 
Taranaki,  and  by  Mr.  Brown,  from  time  to 
time  the  necessity  for  purchasing  land  at  Wai- 
tara  as  far  as  possible;  but  nothing  in  the 
newspaper  established  anything  like  a  charge 
of  conspiracy  against  apy  individual — not  even 
against  the  editor  himself,  much  less,  as  the 
Bishop  expressed  it,  against  all. the  Taranaki 
settlers.  The  pressure  used  by  the  Taranaki 
settlers  was  that  used  by  settlers  in  all  the 
Other  provinces  in  the  Northern  Island  for  the 
Mr.  J.  C.  Bichmond 


acquisition  of  land.  As,  tn  Auckland,  the 
Superintendent  and  the  public  prints  pat  a 
pressure  upon  the  Government  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  goldfields  at  CoromAndel,  and  tatia 
Superintendent  of  Wellington  had  urged  the 
propriety  of  acquiring  desirable  tracts  of  land 
in  thab  province,  so  the  Taranaki  settlers  had 
from  time  to  time  taken  steps  to  keep  the  Oo- 
vemment  alive  to  the  need  of  acquiring  theie 
waste  lands ;  but  that  was  fair  and  legitimate, 
and  ought  not  to  be  called  a  conspiracy.  Ha 
(Mr.  Richmond)  might  have  been  one  of  the  in- 
dividuals in  the  mind  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  for  these  papers  when  he  oied 
the  word  "  conspiracy ; "  but  Mr.  Parris  did 
not  seem  to  think  him  (Mr.  Richmond)  a  ooo- 
spirator  when  he  asked  his  assistance  in  tiiia 
matter.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  now  stated  pub- 
licly that  no  pressure  of  an  unfair  or  unconsti- 
tutional nature  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Government  or  their  officers  for  proeaiing 
the  purchase  of  the  land  at  Waitara;  and  he 
wished  to  inform  honourable  gentlemen  that 
the  Settlers  of  Taranaki,  having  come  acicas 
the  Pacific  and  invested  money  in  onltivating 
the  wastes,  had  a  more  equitable  claim  to  the 
possession  of  those  disputed  lands  than  William 
King  and  his  tribe.  He  thought  the  charge 
brought  against  the  Taranaki  settlers  lai 
failed;  for  it  was  seen  that  they  had  done 
nothing  more  than  had  been  done  by  the 
settlers  in  other  provinces. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  rise  to  state  why  I  do  not  ad- 
dress myself  to  the  motion.  I  do  object  to  the 
very  inconvenient  course  the  Minister  has  poi- 
sued  on  this  occasion.  Instead  of  producing 
the  papers  asked  for  he  enters  upon  a  discm- 
■ion  on  their  merits  before  any  but  members  of 
the  Government  have  seen  the  letters.  I  never 
saw  them  before.  I  wish  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  pursued  another  course,  ajud,  instead 
of  provoking  a  discussion,  had  at  once  laid 
the  papers  silently  on  the  table,  and  allowed 
them  to  be  printed ;  and  then,  af  te^  that  veiy 
extraordinary  letter  of  Mr.  Farris's  had  been 
examined — for  to  me  it  does  contain  extraordi- 
nary statements — by  the  light  of  the  contem- 
porary transactions  of  the  Land-Purchase  De- 
partment at  Taranaki,  the  House  might  have 
entered  on  a.  reasonable  discussion  upon  it. 
At  present  I  cannot  address  myself  to  the 
question  for  the  reasons  I  have  already  stated. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  —I  rise  to  express 
my  dissent  from  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei.  It  was 
peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  Native  Minister,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  and  more  especially 
so  fitting  an  opportunity  as  that  afforded  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  in  moving 
for  this  correspondence,  to  notice  the  matter. 
I  am  going  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  terms  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  addressed  the  electors  of  Welling- 
ton in  reference  to  this  letter  of  Mr.  Pairis't; 
for  I  think  the  House  is  entitled  to  an  explicit 
and  immediate  jdeclaration  on  that  matter. 
The  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  pre- 
tends to  say  that  the  matter  is  so  enotimbered 
with  difficulties  as  to  make  its  diaoussiqi  a 
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mktter  of  donbt;  but  to  my  mind  it  i»  quite 
plain  and  ipeaks  for  itself :  and  I  think  the 
tumoaiable  member  for  Wellington  is  bound  in 
jastice  and  candonr  to  give  that  explanation 
which  my  honourable  colleague  invited  from 
him  on  the  subject.  It  appears  to  me  that  to 
any  nnbiassed  mind  the  tisrms  in  which  lefer- 
enoe  was  made  to  this  subject  convey  an  im- 
paasion  that  is  unmistakable.  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  unless  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  misreported,  that  he  led  the  public 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Parris  had  been  a  jparty  to 
a  conspincy  for  depriving  William  King,  of 
Dmoroa,  of  his  land;  it  appears  to  me  that 
ha  conveyed  the  impression  that  after  long 
ranstance  Mr.  Parris  became  at  last  a  party 
to  a  most  iniquitous  conspiracy;  and  the  ez- 
pnnions  do  appear  to  me  also  to  point  plainly 
to  the  Qovemment  as  being  puties  to  that 
oompiracy.  That  may  not  be  so  clear ;  but  I 
fear  that  that  was  the  honourable  gentleman's 
intention,  and  I  shall  be  exceedingly  glad  if 
he  is  able  to  disclaim  that  intention.  Sir,  that 
hoDoorable  gentleman  has  an  advantage  over 
oe :  there  is  a  way  of  addressing  large  assem- 
Uiet,  especially  where  there  is  no  danger  of 
a  reply— a  happy  art — or  shall  I  call  it  an 
unhappy  art — of  putting  things  so  as  to  miJce 
an  impression,  in  general  terms,  while  the  ex- 
pHoit  charge  is  not  made.  The  impression  has 
Men  left,  the  "  immense  sensation  "  created, 
the  offence  achieved ;  and  yet  the  man  who 
brought  a  charge  of  a  most  momentous  cha- 
acter  against  his  fellow-man  and  an  officer 
of  the  Grown  can  shuffle  out  of  it,  and  say 
he  meant  nothing  of  the  kind  at  all.  How 
was  it  nnderstood?  I  say,  let  him  act  as  a 
member  of  the  House  should  do — as  a  man  of 
hmonr  should  do — and,  if  he  findit  that  the 
docoment  utterly  fails  to  justify  the  "  sensa- 
tioD,"  let  him  at  once  say  so ;  and  that  is  the 
tally  course  open  to  him.  And  I  do  hope  that 
no  quibbling  and  pettifogging  objections  from 
the  honourable  member  lor  Bangitikei,  that 
the  matter  is  one  of  difficulty  and  requires  con- 
sideration,  will  be  allowed  to  intervene  between 
the  House  and  that  explanation  called  for  by 
mj  honourable  friend.  I  submit  that  they 
do  not  require  time  for  consideration  —  the 
doenments  speak  for  themselves.  I  ask  the 
House  again  to  look  at  Mr.  Patris's  part  in  the 
tnmsaotion.  The  correspondence  uiows  that 
Ur.  Pands  was  utterly  incapable  of  such  an  act 
as  conniiracy  for  the  purpose  named ;  it  shows 
that  Mr.  Parris,  at  the  risk  of  his  life  and  of 
ebloqny,  endeavoured  to  save  the  lives  of  those 
men  against  whom  there  had  been  the  oon- 
Qizine.  He  acted  as  a  man  of  honour  should 
Mt— he  revealed  the  ambush  against  the  life 
<rf  William  King  by  Ihaia  and  other  Natives. 
U  Ur.  Parris  is  incapable  of  the  act  imputed 
to  him,  and  if  he  is  not  a  party  to  the  con- 
Vitacy,  then  there  can  be  no  conspiracy  at 
all.  Sir,  the  correspondence  is  most  honour- 
able to  Ur.  Parris  throughout  the  transaction, 
ahboogh  he  has  been  stigmatized  as  leaning 
mijnstly  against  the  claim  of  William  King. 
Sir,  the  argmnent  is  conclusive  that  Mr.  Parris 
is  sot  a  conspirator :  a  gentleman  who  acted  as 
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he  did  ooold  not  have  conspired.  I  must  re- 
mind the  House  that  the  date  of  the  letter 
shows  that  the  transactions  referred  to  in  it  are 
utterly  beside  the  purchase  of  Teira's  block, 
and  tiierefore  the  statements  in  the  letter 
could  not  stagger  most  persons  in  their  belief 
in  the  justice  of  the  war.  As  the  letter  is 
dated  antecedently,  it  had  no  connection  with 
the  transactions  in  this  issue.  And  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  admits  that  those  "plans 
which  he  spoke  of  as  occurring  in  1855  were 
general,  and  did  not  refer  to  the  transaction  in 
question,  which  was  nqt  then  thought  of  by 
anybody,  or  known  of.  I  di>  submit  that  this 
correspondence  completely  shows  Mr.  Parris 
to  be  a  man  truly  incapable  of  doing  what 
was  imputed  to  him ;  and  I  am  very  much 
surprised  that  the  Bishop,  who  must  have 
known  from  the  first  that  Uiis  charge  did  not 
affect  Mr.  Parris,  did  not  state  so  ;  and,  in  fact, 
in  several  respects,  to  my  mind,  the  Bishop's 
conduct  is  difficult  of  explanation.  It  appears 
first,  in  relation  to  the  letter,  that  it  was  suffi- 
ciently public  to  allow  of  its  being  produced  to 
a  political  opponent  of  Hia  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor— no  doubt  for  public  use  :  it  was  publio 
for  that  purpose ;  but  when  the  Governor  re- 
quired the  prodnotion  of  that  letter,  then  it 
became  a  private  letter  which  his  Lordship 
could  not  produce ;  and  a  third  time  he  changed 
his  position,  and,  when  Mr.  Parris  asked  as  a 
right  to  have  a  copy  of  the  letter  and  decide 
whether  it  should  go  to  the  public  or  not,  his 
Lordship  again  stated  that  it  was  not  a  private 
letter.  This  is  a  most  anomalous  position 
for  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  to  occupy ;  but 
I  admit  that  it  would  be  a  most  convenient  , 
thing  for  every  one— it  would  be  convenient  for 
the  Government — if  they  were  left  to  decide 
when  a  document  was  public  and  when  again 
it  became  private.  Su^  a  thing  would  not  be 
tolerated  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs ;  yet 
that  is  the  way  in  which  the  Bishop  of  New 
Zealand  dealt  with  the  letter :  and  on  its  face 
it  is  conduct  which  reiquires  explanation.  I  do 
not  think  that  unfair  attempts  to  wrong  an 
opponent  and  prejudice  a  great  political  ques- 
tion wiU  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  parties 
using  them. 

Truth  is  troth. 
And  jnstifieB  itself  by  undream'd  ways. 

I  only  hope  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  will  explain  himself  in  answer  to  • 
the  appeal  made  by  my  honourable  friend  and 
colleague  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT.— I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  angry  way  in  which  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer addressed  himself  to  this  question;  for 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  of  it,  and 
when  I  heard  it  from  the  Ministerial  table  it 
did  appear  to  me  a  very  grave  accusation.  It 
is,  indeed,  most  unfortunate,  to  use  the  words 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  read  the  let- 
ter, that  there  are  concurrent  circumstances 
that  add  additional  gravity  to  the  contents  of 
this  letter.  What  are  these  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  read  it  refused  on  appeal  asked 
for  in  this  House — an  appeal  for  an  investiga- 
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tion  the  eotmterpart  of  which  hu  never  been 
refused  in  any  other  conntxy — an  appeal  to 
have  witnesses  before  the  House  on  a  question 
of  very  considerable  importance  in  relation  to 
these  matters,  and  among  the  most  material  of 
whom  Mr.  Parris  wais  likely  to  be  called  up. 
I  do  not  wonder  at  the  testy  spirit  manifested 
at  the  desire  to  have  this  probed  to  the  bottom. 
Aye,  truth  will  come  oat  of  it  in  undreamt-of 
ways — truth  that  will  prove  thi&acousation  to 
have  been  unfounded,  perhaps,  and  no  one  de- 
sires it  more  sincerely  than  myself.  But,  if 
parties  permit  months  to  pass  without  explana- 
tion, when  imputations  have  been  cast  either 
on  their  private,  commercial,  or  political  acts, 
and  show  a  desire  to  hush  up,  smooth  over, 
and  conceal  investigation,  they  cannot  blame' 
the  representatives  of  the  public  for  probing 
to  the  bottom  what  they  suspect,  when  the 
suspected  parties  are  in  the  service  of  the 
Crown.  But,  with  an  art  the  covering  of  which 
was  too  flimsy  to  conceal  from  detection  the 
motives,  first  the  Native  Minister  and  then 
the  Treasurer  endeavoured  to  throw  cold  water 
over  the  matter,  and  to  captivate  the  House  by 
a  demand  for  immediate  satisfaction  from  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wellington, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  this  matter 
being  probed  to  the  bottom.  The  arguments 
were  too  flimsy  for  the  purpose ;  and  anything 
more  unworthy  than  the  conduct  of  Ministers 
in  coming  forward  and  professing  to  make  a 
<!lean  breast  of  it,  demanding  an  explanation 
from  the  honourable  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, could  not  be  imagined ;  it  could  only  be 
paralleled  by  a  lawyer  at  the  bar,  when  arguing 
a.  broken-down  cue  for  his  clients,  abandoning 
the  defence  and  assailing  his  opponents.  It  is 
a,  most  unfortunate  thing  for  public  men — to 
use  the  words  of  the  Native  Minister,  "it  is 
most  unfortunate"  —  foi:  the  Ministers  are  to 
blame,  because  when  the  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands  required  an  investigation  of  the 
mfktters  connected  with  Mr.  Parris's  investiga- 
tion of  William  King's  title — &Ir.  Parris  having 
been  charged  with  that  duty  by  the  Govern- 
ment— they  refused.  All  their  other  acts  were 
as  nothing  compared  with  this :  that,  when  we 
prayed  and  besought  the  Government,  for  the 
sake  of  truth,  to  bring  Mr.  Parris  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  there  to  be  examined,  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  declare  he  should  not  oome  up, 
but  they  said,  "  You  have  one  on  one  side  and 
another  on  the  other  side,  and  that  is  enough 
investigation  for  you."  And  therefore  they 
cannot  be  surprised  if,  at  this  time  of  day, 
suspicion  has  rested  on  them  as  well  as  on 
Mr.  Parris ;  for  I  am  free  to  confess  that  in  my 
mind  suspicions  have  rested  on  them,  and  till 
Mr.  Pams  is  called  up  suspicion  will  continue 
to  rest  on  them.  And,  when  I  read  the  words, 
"  because  I  refuse  to  support  or  countenance 
dishonourable  or  treaoheroas  treatment  of  Wil- 
liam King  and  his  people,  to  exterminate 
them  from  the  Waitara,  in  accordance  with 
Mr.  Turton's  peremptory  plan  for  the  acquire- 
ment of  that  delightful  and  much -coveted 
district,"  I  concluded  in  my  mind  that  the 
writer  of  that  was  the  gentleman  whom  we 
2Ir.  FiUherbert 


ought  fa>  have  before  this  House  when  inqniz- 
ing  into  these   transactions.     Beat  in  mind 
how  he  fixes   the   locality  —  to   eztermisM* 
William  King  and  his  people  "  from  the  Wai- 
tara"— the  very  place  the  purchase  of  vhioh 
caused  the  war.    And  how  does  he  describe  the 
land  at  the  Waitara  in  relation  to  Mr.  Turton'i 
plan  to  which  he  had  referred?    "  The  acqniie- 
ment  of  that  delightful  and  much-coveted  dis- 
trict."   That  is,  Sir,  that  our  Nasive  agent,  in 
trust  under  the  Government,  charged  with  the 
execution  of  a  most  difficult  negotiation,  dt- 
scribed  the  land  at  Waitara  some  time  befon 
that  place  was  rightly  brought  under  his  ne- 
gotiation, as  a  much-coveted  and  delightfnl 
piece  of  land,  to  the  acquisition  of  which  b* 
had  hitherto  been  impelled,  and  had  resisted 
attempts  to  exterminate  the  owners.    Anything 
more  dreadful  I  cannot  conceive  possible  thsn 
this  which  is  revealed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Par- 
ris.    Bat  can  that  suspicion,  so   created,  b« 
waived  off' by  the  Ministry?     And  if  it  can- 
not,  except  in*  a  kind  of  way  by  calling  upoix 
the   honourable   member    for   Wellington  to 
come  forward  and  make  the  amende  honorable, 
let  them  go  down  on  their  knees  before  tiiis 
House  and  confess  that  they  have  been  gnil^ 
of  the  base  things  that  are  imputed  to  tbam. 
It  is  begging  the  question  on  tue  paft  of  the 
Ministers,  but  not  m  that  we^  will  the  qnestioil 
be  responded  to  by  this  House.     L^  those 
gentlemei)  who  are  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion 
m  this  matter  exculpate  themselves.    Mark, 
also,  Mr.  Parris's  reference  to  Mr.  Turton.  Who 
is  he  ?    How  was  he  (Mr.  Parris)  impelled  from 
time  to  time  to  go  into  possession  of  the  moch- 
coveted  land  ?    By  whom  was  he  so  impelled 
but  by  the  Government,  who  employed  him 
in  his  commercial  mission  to  acquire  landt, 
which  could  only  be  done — as  is  implied  from 
his  reference  to  other  persons — by  exterminat- 
ing the  Native  chief  and   obtaining    posses- 
sion of  his  much-coveted  land.      So  much  is 
implied,  at  least;  and  I  say  they  must  answer 
that  also.     Sir,  if  the  Government  had  only 
brought  up  Mr.  Parris  to  be  examined  at  the 
bar  of  this  House — as  they  now  intimate  their 
intention  of  doing — when  the  proposal  was  first 
made  to  them,  these  suspicions  might  not  have 
rested  on  them.    That  proposal  was  peremp- 
torily refused  a  few  months  ago.    If  tney  had 
only  consented  when  it  was  wanted  to  clear 
up  matters  the  present  aspect  of  things  might 
have  been  different;  but  they  objected,  and 
they  oannot  complain  of  suspicion  resting  upon 
them  in  the  interim.     As  to  the  references 
made  to  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  I  leave 
him  to  fight  his  own  battle:  he  is,  I  believe, 
able  to  refute  any  argument  or  observation 
made  against  him.    That  is  outside  the  ques- 
tion here.    I  say,  let  the  question  of  whether 
the  letter  is  a  public  or  private  one  be  settled 
elsewhere.    We  have  nothing  to  do  with  that; 
but  we  have  to  do  with  the  letter  as  one  of  a 
most  grave  character,  written  by  a  gentleman 
who,  to  the .  present  moment,  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  Government,  and  who  has 
been  long  in  their  employment.    And  when  I 
heard  it  stated  that  that  question,  'was  an  in- 
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pnner  one  to  be  bnnigfat  farwud  now,  M  not 
hkTmg  an^hiog  Co  do  with  the  Und-paroh«ad 
tX  ih«  Waitara,  I  was  astonished.  I  would  say 
^tbsttiieie  is  nothing  so  very  obsolete  or  ante- 
cedent in  the  date  of  the  letter  as  to  separate 
it  from  the  transaction  now  so  notorious  in 
}{ew  Zealand.  It  is  dated  in  the  end  of  August, 
I8S8;  it  was  not  received  here  till  September, 
1858;  and,  if  I  mistake  not.  His  Bzcellenby  the 
Govemor  went  down  in  the  early  part  of  the 
following  year  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
this  much-coveted  land.  What  was  the  date 
•of  that  visit? 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — March.. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT.— That  is  what  I  say : 
that  the  letter  was  dated  in  the  end  of  August, 
it  was  not  received  till  Soptember,  and  early  in 
the  following  year  His  Kscellency  went  down 
to  negotiate  the  purchase. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— No. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT— Well,  the  Govern- 
ment may  have  something  technical  in  their 
"No  "  to  raise  a  doubt,  but  I  will  give  them  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt.  Negotiations  were  begun 
with  William  King  for  the  purchase  of  his 
moeh-coveted  land,  to  obtain  which,  according 
to  this  letter,  it  was  proposed  that  be  should  be 
.exterminated.  I  am  showing  now  that  Mr. 
Furis's  letter  bears,  in  regard  to  its  contents, 
a  strict  relation  in  point  of  time  to  the  date  of 
the  unfortunate  circumstance  to  which  it  re- 
lates, and  to  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase  ; 
icasmach  as  the  letter  could  not  have  arrived 
in  Auckland  before  September,  and  in  the 
Uarch  following  we  know  that  negotiations 
were  commenced  for  the  purchase  of  Waitara. 
Altogether,  I  hope  that  this  most  desultory 
snd  imperfect  discussion  will  not  prevent  the 
matter  being  investigated ;  and,  when  it  is 
being  investigated,  I  would  ask  the  Oovem- 
meiit  not  to  gag  the  House,  but  to  allow  the 
matter  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom  by  the  ex- 
amination of  all  persons  required  to  be  had 
here  and  questioned  before  the  bar  of  the 
Qoase. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  utterly  dqny  that  the 
Qovemnr  ever  went  to  Taranaki  to  purchase 
land  at  all,  or  that  upon  any  single  occasion  of 
his  visiting  it  be  went  with  the  intention  or 
foreknowledge  that  the  question  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  land  would  be  submitted  to  him.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt,  with  that 
same  ingenuity  which  has  been  properly  al- 
luded to  by  my  honourable  colleague  as  oha- 
ncterizing  the  passage  in  the  speech  of  the 
honoorable  member  for  Wellington,  to  which 
he  alluded  as  insinuating  a  charge  without 
expressly  stating  it  in  that  way  for  which  he 
could  be  called  to  account,  wishes  the  House 
to  infer  that,  because  the  Govemor  went  to 
the  Province  of  Taranaki  in  March,  1859,  the 
year  immediately  following,  or  in  a  few  months 
from,  this  correspondence  between  Mr.  Parris 
and  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand—  of  which  he 
was  unaware  at  the  time — that  circumstance 
was  a  necessary  corollary  of  that  correspond- 
ence. That  is  the  inference  that  it  ha&  been 
attempted  to  establish  in  the  mind  of  this 
House— that  the  Governor  was  aware  of  those 


attempts  to  exterminate  William  King  from  his  - 
land,  and  went  down  to  complete  the  trans- 
action. Sir,  I  deny  that  the  Governor,  or  the 
Ministers,  or  their  retainers,  were  aware,  when 
the  Govemor  went  to  Taranaki  in  1859,  that 
the  question  of  this  land  -  puroha,sa  would  be 
submitted  to  him.  His  visit  to  that  province 
was  a  portion  of  a  round  of  visits  which  His 
Excellency  was  paying  to  the  various  provinces 
of  the  colony  at  the  time ;  and  when  His  Ex- 
cellency arrived  at  Taranaki,  which  province 
he  went  to  first  because  it  was  the  nearest 
after  leaving  Auckland,  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  land  -  purchase  question  would  arise.  It 
was  known  before  but  to  a  very  few  persons, 
and  those  not  with  His  Excellency;  and  it 
took  His  Excellency  and  every  one  of  the 
visitors  by  surprise.  It  took  the  Minister 
for  Native  Affairs  by  surprise  as  much  as  any 
one — and  I  may  mention  that  my  honourablis 
friend  was  there  casually,  and  not  in  hisoffloial 
position  as  accompanying  His  Excellency ;  and 
yet  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  would 
lead  the  House  to  believe  that  the  offer  then 
made  to  His , Excellency  was  a  necessary  se- 
quence of  the  pressure  which  he  would  also 
lead  the  House  to  believe  was  put  upon  Mr. 
Parris  by  a  person  high  in  office — though  he 
did  not  distinguish  him  by  name — yet  it  was 
done  by  inference  ; — that  Mr.  Parris  was  allowed 
to  succumb  to  this  sore  besetment,  and  that, 
upon  the  knowledge  that  he  had  yielded,  that 
transaction  with  the  Governor  followed  as  a 
necessai^  sequence.  Sir,  I  scorn  this  insinoa- 
tion.  The  House  ought  to  spurn  it  as  an  infer- 
ence which  the  correspondence  does  not  sup- 
port. If  this  House  allows  insinuations  like 
this  to  be  made — not  broad  statements  which 
con  be  met,  and  for  which  the  honourable 
member  making  them  can  be  held  respon- 
sible, and  that  he  cannot  back  out  of  when 
called  upon  to  prove  them  or  retraot,  but 
snealcing  insinuations  like  these,  which  have  dis- 
graced the  whole  tone  of  private  and  official  con- 
duct in  this  colony — if  the  House,  I  say,  does  not 
express  its  sense  of  disapproval  of  statements 
of  this  sort,  I,  for  one,  will  look  with  greater 
gloom  towards  the  future  of  New  Zealand  than 
I  have  ever  yet  allowed  myself  to  do  with  re- 
gard to  the  working  of  reprisentative  instita- 
tions.  I  trust  it  will  not  Ub  denied  that  I  have 
endeavoured  to  uphold  those  instit^itions  as  the 
best  suited  to  govern  the  country.  But  it  is  by 
free  discussion  between  man  and  man,  and  by 
letting  truth  prevail  when  the  tfoth  has  been 
shown  upon  the  question  in  debate,  that  the 
country  is  to  be  best  governed ;  and  not  by 
paltry  insinuations,  by  attempts  to  infer  that 
people  in  high  places,  including  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  and  Her  Majesty's  representative, 
were  cognizant — which  has  not  been  provtd — 
of  pressure  being  brought  to  bear  on  Mr.  Parris 
for  an  improper  purpose,  to  which  hs  at  last 
unwillingly  assented,  and  that  they  had,  a 
few  months  afterwards,  acted  in  accordance 
with  that  pressure  by  going  down  to  put  the 
official  seal  and  sign  to  his  act.  And  then 
th&  accusation  that  we  are  evading  the  ques- 
tion I    Where  is  the  attempt  to  evade  it  7    Tba 
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hononiable  gentleman  who  last  addreased  the 
House  saw  that  the  papers  asked  for  had  been 
•applied,  and  heard  that  Mr.  Farris  had  been 
snnunoned  to  come  and  give  evidence  if  the 
House  desired  it.  Is  that  evasion  of  the  ques- 
tion? And  because  the  Government,  and  a 
majority  of  the  House  supporting  the  Oovem- 
ment,  thought  last  session  that  it  would  not 
conduce  to  nor  sort  with  public  convenience 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  had  into  every  matter 
which  necessarily  followed  from  the  mission  of 
Mr.  Farris  to  buy  the  lands  alluded  to,  and 
that  it  was  likely  to  set  the  colony  in  a  blaze 
from  one  end  to  another  from  the  use  that 
mi^ht  be  made  of  the  result  of  such  an  inquiry, 
is  it  to  be  said  that,  because  we  exercised  our 
judgment,  which  was  borne  out  on  two  delibe- 
rate occasions  when  it  was  put  to  the  test  of 
the  House,  that  now,  on  a  different  question — a 
question  about  the  purchase  of  a  few  acres  of 
land  for  religious  purposes — and  when  we  state 
that  all  the  papers  which  the  Governor  himself 
received  in  his  correspondence  with  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  are  now  before  the  House — are 
we  to  be  told  that  the  Government  are  trying 
to  evade  and  hush  up  an  inquiry  because  the 
Government  said  last  session  that  it  was  not 
for  the  public  safety  that  a  public  inqni^ 
should  ttkke  place  into  another  matter?  It  is 
time  enough  to  make  that  charge  when  the 
Government  has  refused  an  inquiry.  I  deny 
that  honourable  gentlemen  have  a  right  to  get 
Tip  such  a  charge  as  has  been  made,  but  which 
is  so  entirely  allied  with  the  whole  character  of 
this  transaction,  so  well  described  by  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I 
aay,  further,  that,  to  every  honest  man  and 
every  honourable  gentleman,  the  character  of 
such  transactions  bears  but  one  feeling  and 
interpretation.  I  say,  once  for  all,  that  the 
pressure  brought  upon  the  Governor  and  the 
members  of  the  Govenmient  for  the  purchase 
of  land  in  their  province  by  the  chief  settlers 
of  Taranaki  was  the  same  sort  of  pressure  as 
that  which  came  from  every  other  portion  of 
(he  Northern  Island.  The  same  kind  of  pres- 
sure was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government 
from  the  Province  of  Auckland  by  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Williamson)  in  his  ofBcial 
capacity  as  Superintendent,  and  much  more 
by  the  pubUc  outside  and  through  the  Press, 
and  most  properly  brought,  without  the  least 
affecting  the  question  of  the  acquisition  of 
.  those  districts  which  the  public  desired,  but 
which  the  Government  had  reasons  for  not 
acceding  to.  I  especially  refer  to  the  pres- 
sure from  the  Provinoe  of  Auckland  for  the  ac- 
qnisition  of  the  district  of  Coromandel,  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  pressed  the 
Government  to  go  so  high  as  £3  an  acre,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  supposed  to  be — and  for  aught 
I  know  still  is — a  goldfield.  And  there  were 
other  tracts  of  land  for  the  acquisition  of  which 
pressure  was  put  upon  the  Government ;  and  I 
do  not  blame  them.  It  is  the  natural  and 
logical  sequence  of  colonization.  Here  is  a 
large  district,  in  some  cases  absolutely  waste 
ajid  unused — in  many  cases  not  a  Native  even 
puts  a  foot  upon  it,  except  when  crossing  it  to 
Mr.  Stafford 


some  creek  to  lay  sntires  for  eels — which  is  th* 
position  of  many  places  in  this  Island  at  pre- 
sent ;  and  can  anything  be  more  natural  than 
for  persons  able  and  willing  to  occupy  this  land 
beneficially,  not  alone  for  the  colony,  but  for 
the  empire  and  the  world  at  large,  to  desire  to 
do  so — not  wrongfully  or  by  violence,  but  ri^t- 
fuUy,  by  purchase?    And  it  is  not  a  crimmal 
thing  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  neces- 
sity for  the  acquisition  of  those  waste  lands ; 
nor  do  the  Government  refuse  to  comply  where 
practicable.   But  why  this  hounding  of  accusa- 
tions against  the  settlers  of  Te^ranala,  as  if  they 
were  a  peculiar  ptople,  and  did  what  no  other 
people  have  ever  done  before  ?   Why,  the  settler* 
of  Nelson  did  the  same  thing  until  the  Native 
title,  had  been  extinguished;  the  settlers  of 
Wellington  brought  the  same  kind  of  pressure 
on  the  Government  for  the  purchase  of  the 
fruitful  districts  of  Manawatu,  Waitotara,  and 
Horowhenua,  and  no  person  blames  them  for  it. 
It  was  manifestly  their  interest'  and  right  to 
continue  to  do  so  until  their  request  hod  been 
complied  with.    And  why  blame  the  settlers  of 
Taranaki  for  petitioning  the  House,  representing 
that  the  purchase  of  more  land  was  necessary 
for  the  well-being  of  the  settlement? — a  neces- 
sity a  hundred  times  more  pressing  than  that 
which  induced  the  Wellington  settlers  to  urgs 
for  ah  extension  of  territory.     Taranaki,  al- 
though not  so  prosperous  as  other  settlements^ 
deserves  to  be  well  considered  by  the  Gtovem- 
ment.    She  had  as  enterprising  a  staff  of  colo- 
nists as  any  of  the  other  provinces,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  settlements  m  New  Zealand,  not 
only  as  to  date,  but  in  regard  to  the  services 
rendered  to  the  colony  at  large.    Taranaki  has 
done  that  which  no  other  province   has  yet 
done — she  not  only  prx>duoea  what  supported 
her  own  population,  bnt  exported  com  to  oMiet 
settlements.    The  Taranaki  settlers  showed  an 
energy  to  subdue  the  wilderness  which,  if  they 
had  not  been  cramped  in  their  efforts  for  want 
of  land,  would  have  pltMsed  that  settlement  now 
in  a  corresponding  position  with  her  great  sister 
settlements  of  Auckland  and  Wellington,  which 
have  not  had  the  same  difficulties  to  contend 
with.    It  is  an  unworthy  attempt — unworthy  of 
gentlemen  here  and  at  Home — to  point  insinu- 
ations in  Such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  the  belief 
that  the  Taranaki  people  stand  before  the  world 
as  guilty  of  a  conspiracy  for  the  acquisition  of 
land  of  which  no  other  people  would  dream. 
There  is  not  upon  record,  in  either  pnblio  docu- 
ments or  private  letters,  anything  of  which  I  am 
aware  that  will  show  that  the  Taranaki  settlers 
Eisked  for  things  which  have  not  been  repeatedly 
asked  for  by  the  settlers  in  the  Provinces  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  Auckland,  and  Wellington,  or 
asked  for  them  in  more  intemperate  terms  or 
in  a  more  unjust  manner  than  those  requests 
that  came  from  the  other  places  I  have  just 
named.    So  far  from  pressure  of  an  undue  cha- 
racter, the  memorial  to  the  Legislative  Ckjnncil 
in  1.859,  when  it  was  laid  before  both  brsuaches 
of  the  Legislature,  was  of  so  usual  a  nature  that 
they  took  no  notice  of  the  thing.    They  thought 
it  was  so  similar  in  character  to  documents  and 
letters  that  were  constantly  received,  urging  the 
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MqniiiDg  of  lands  in  the  Northern  Island,  that 
tJitj  did  not  oonsidex  it  of  nu^e  substantial 
aeoonnt  than  the  pressure  which  was  almost 
dail;  received  from  Auckland,  owing  to  the 
nearness  of  gentlemen  in  Auckland  to  the  seat 
^  OoTenunent,  prajring  for  an  extension  of  the 
laod-puTcbases ;  and,  believing  it  to  be  a  per- 
fectly hannless  and  honest  paper  in  1858,  it 
ms  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  without  any  fur- 
ther notice  being  taken  of  it.  It  is  now  sud- 
denly cried  into  the  most  extraordinary  and 
undreamt-of  importance.  It  is  now  felt  to  be  a 
most  iniquitous  act — the  foundation  of  a  "  con- 
sptncy" — ^for  that  is  the  word  tsed  by  Mr.  Parris 
in  his  letter  to  the  Bishop,  alluding  to  no  per- 
sons by  name  as  conspirators,  but  most  likely 
the  allnsion  was  to  ihaia's  well-known  con- 
siiiraey  to  exterminate  William  King  from  his 


An  Eon.  Membsb. — He  has  not  nsed  the 
word  "  conspiracy  "  in  the  letter ;  it  is"  exter- 
minftte." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Well,  the  word  has  been 
nsed  by  two  honourable  gentlemen  as  against 
OS  to-day,  as  if  from  the  correspondence.  I 
ny  the  conspiracy  of  the  Taranaki  settlers  had 
about  as  much  effect  with  the  Qovemment  as 
the  conspiracy  of  the  Wellington  settlers  had. 
IThers  was  no  conspiracy.  The  word  is  a  foul 
word— a  foul  word  foully  nsed — when  it  is  used 
as  an  insinuation  that  people  high  in  ofBce, 
and  from  whom  it  is  impossible  to  exclude 
His  Excellency^-for  it  was  done  in  such  an  in- 
sidioas  way  that  it  is  not  possible  to  know  who 
is  meant  —  conspired  to  exterminate  William 
King  from  his  much-coveted  land  at  Waitara. 
The  inference  is  that  the  Qovemor — whether  a 
conspirator  or  not  does  not  appear — but  being 
avaie  that  there  was  a  conspiracy,  went  down 
to  nuanaki  to  put  the  seal  and  sign  to  that 
conspiracy,  and  make  a  public  document  the 
-Clowning  act  of  the  conspiracy.  That  I  ut- 
terly and  indignantly  deny. 

Mr.  Dillon  Bell  was  about  to  address  the 
House,  when — 

Ur.  SPEAKER  called  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's attention  to  the  fact  that  it  wanted  only 
a  few  minutes  of  three  o'clock,  when  the  House 
most  proceed  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  then  moved  the  ad- 
jomnment  of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjoomed. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Dr.  FEATHERSTON  moved  for  the  produo- 
tion  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  certain 
Katives  of  Hawke's  Bay  (Ahuriri)  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  GoTemor,  dated  the  Srd  April, 
1861,  denying  that  they  are  opposed  to  the 
supremacy  of  the  Queen ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
—if  received  by  the  Governor— dated  the  2nd 
April,  1861,  addressed  by  the  same  Natives  to 
Her  Uajesty  the  Queen,  to  the  same  effect. 
He  said  they  were  not  bound  to  construe  the 
hoisting  of  the  Native  King  flag  into  an  act.  of 
rebellion  until  they  heard  what  the  Natives 
said  on  the  gnbject.  Ha  believed  that  the 
King  movement  was  intended  on  the  part  of 
the  xtatiTes,  not  as  a  repudiation  of  the  Queen's 


supremacy,  but  simply  as  a  declaration  on  their 
part  to  do  that  which  we  did  not  give  them  the 
means  of  doing — namely,  conducting  their  own 
affairs,  and  they  had  adopted  their  own  form 
of  looal  government.  Believing  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  this  was  only  the  expression  of  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  for  municipal 
institutions,  he  wished  that  all  documents  from 
chiefs  that  had  been  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment shbnld  be  before  the  House ;  for  he  be- 
lieved that  every  member  of  the  House  would 
ultimately  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
King  movement,  instead  of  being  a  thing  to  be 
put  down  by  force  of  arms,  ought  rather  to  be 
fostered  and  encouraged  and  properly  directed. 
He  looked  upon  the  King  movement  as  a  desire 
for  local  self-government. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READING. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

CANTERBURY  AND  OTAGO  BOUNDARY 
BfLL. 
The  Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill 
was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  report  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day next. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 

AIMOUBNED  DEBATE. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  resimt- 
ing  the  debate  on  the  question,  "  That  there 
be  laid  on  the  table  a  copy  of  ail  correspond- 
ence between  the  Qovemment,  the  Bishop  of 
New  Zealand,  and  Mr.  Parris  relative  to  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  latter  to  the  Bishop  on 
the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  lands  from,  the 
Natives  at  Waitara," 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,— Sir,  I  was  going 
to  say,  when  the  Orders  of  the  Day  interrupted 
me,  that  we  were  wandering  far  from  the  ori- 
ginal object  of  the  motion  in  travelling  to  the 
various  questions  raised  in  the  course  the  debate 
has  taken ;  and  I  feel  that  if  we  were  to  proceed 
in  the  same  course  as  we  were  then  following 
we  should  inevitably  be  dragged  into  a  series  of 
recriminations  which  it  is  very  undesirable 
should  exist  on  a  mere  motion  for  the  production 
of  papers.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  altogether 
avoid  referring  to  one  or  two  points  which 
have  been  raised  by  honourable  gentlemen  in 
the  debate,  which  I  will  do  shortly,  with  the , 
view  of  not  taking  the  debate  out  of  its  legitimate 
course.  I  think  that  the  production  of  the 
pg^rs,  and  their  perusal  by  the  Native  Minis- 
ter clearly  establishes  this  fact:  that,  whatever . 
may  have  been  the  impression  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston) 
at  the  time  that  honourable  gentleman  made 
the  speech  the  extract  from  which  was  read 
this  day,  it  must  be  clear  that  any  reference 
then  made  to  any  connection  between  the  letter 
which  Mr.  Parris  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of 
New  Zealand  and  the  Taranaki  war  is  uto- 
gether  a  misapprehension  on  his  part.  I  do  not 
mean  to  find  fault  with  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  for  bringing  tha 
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two  thing!  together,  as  the  Colonial  Seoretaiy 
bfts  done.  In  fact,  I  cannot  ehat  my  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  Mi.  Pairia  refers  to  that  precise 
Qnestion  of  the  Waitara  land  which  continues 
to  this  day,  as  in  other  places,  a  question  of  the 
acquisition  of  land.  I  think,  therefore,  that  I 
should  not  find  fault  \nth  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  bringing  the  subsequent  trans- 
aotions  into  relation  with  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Parris  at  the  time  he  wrote  that  letter ;  but  I 
must  say  that  I  regret  to  find  that  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  the  Hutt,  instead  of 
urging  the  distinction  which  existed  between 
Mr.  Farria's  letter  and  the  subsequent  transac- 
tion connected  with  Teira's  block,  did  not  make 
any  remark  whatever  upon  the  real  point  in  the 
debate — namely,  are  or  are  not  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
justified  by  the  letter  which  Mr.  Parris  wrote  ? 
I  am  quite  sure  that  that  honourable  member 
must  himself  be  aware  at  this  moment,  from 
what  has  taken  place  in  this  House,  that  Mr. 
Parris  is  cleared  from  any  charge  of  having 
oonoerted  with  anybody  to  make  that  particu- 
lar purchase  which  has  been  the  cause  of  our 
hostilities ;  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  possible  surprise  to  me  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  his  reply,  does  not  entirely 
acquit  Mr.  Parris  from  any  charge  or  suspicion 
which  his  (Dr.  Peatherston's)  'address  to  the 
electors  of  Wellington  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  may  have  been  calculated,  to  convey.  At  the 
date  of  Mr.  Farris's  letter  the  Natives  on 
Wiremu's  side  and  Ihaia's  side  were  engaged 
in  an  internecine  feud  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
pute which  had  long  prevailed  regarding  the 
sale  of  land ;  and  it  was  the  natural  desire  of 
the  settlers  of  Taranaki  to  support  that  portion 
of  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe  which  went  with  Ihaia, 
who  were  willing  to  sell  land,  agednst  that  por- 
tion who  adhered  to  William  King,  and  with- 
held it  from  the  settlers.  I  must  say  that  I 
regard  with  feelings  of  disgust  the  charges  that 
have  been  made  in  Either  places  against  the 
settlers  of  New  Zealand  for  taking  part  in  a 
legitimate  transaction — the  suggestion  of  the 
acquisition  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  British 
colonization — founded  on  an  unjust  impression 
which  a  hasty  perusal  of  Mr.  Farris's  letter  had 
made,  and  which  was  repeated,  without  core 
being  taken  to  investigate  the  causes  that  were 
operating  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  that  letter. 
I  dare  say  that  many  of  us  are  in  the  habit,  in 
private  correspondence,  of  saying  things  which 
we  would  be  sorry  to  find  afterwards  the  subject 
of  discussion ;  and  I  never  should  forgive  the 
man  who  would  take  my  letter,  which  was  ad- 
dressed to  him  in  a  friendly  kind  of  way,  upon 
matters  totally  distinct  from  a  grave  question 
that  had  subsequently  arisen,  and  make 
snoh  use  of  it  as  would  lead  to  a  misap- 
prehension of  my  sentiments  such  as  that 
evidently  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  at  the  time  he  mode  that 
speech.  Why,  if  we  look  a  little  more  closely 
at  the  letter  I  think  we  will  find,  as  clearly  as 
possible  that  what  was  in  Mr.  Farris's  mind 
was  the  sectarian  feeling  rather  than  anything 
'  else.  Being  a  member  of  the  Ohuroh  of  Eng.> 
Mr.DOlmBM 


land  writins  to  hU  Bishop,  h«  opposod  tin 
views  taken  07  Mr.  Tnrton,  who  was  oonnectad 
with  the  Wesfeyan  body;  and  I  am  quite  sma 
of  this,  that  if  Mr.  Turton  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  England  the  expression  woold 
never  have  been  used. 

Hon.  Membkks.— Oh,  oh  I 

Mr. DILLON  BELL. — Honourable  members. 
may  say  "Oh,  oh  I "  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  sectarianism  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
thing  when  it  is  written  in  a  private  way  to  tho 
Bishop.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington,  that,  as  the  reading  of  the  letters . 

futs  the  matter  in  a  new  light,  it  acquits  Mr. 
'arris  of  the  charge  of  conspiracy— that  at  tho- 
time  ho  was  writing  the  letter  to  the  Bishop  he 
was  not  referring  to  the  Taranaki  war,  or  to  the 
justice  of  it,  or  to  anything  connected  with  it. 
There  was  then  no  war;  and  the  honourabht 
member  for  Wellington  cannot  have  any  hesi- 
tation, therefore,  in  acquitting  Mr.  Parris  of 
anything  he  (Dr.  Featherston)  might  have  at 
first   supposed    from    the    letter.      I    cannot 
see    that    any   one    having   a   desire   to    do- 
what  is  right   to  a  public  servant,  whether 
valuable  or  valueless,  can  hesitate,  with  this 
evidence  before    him,    to    do    justice    in  the 
debate  in  which  this  result  has  been  brought 
out.     The  production  of  the  papers  will  lead 
to  a  discussion  as  to  the  relation  between  the 
feelings  of  the  settlers  and  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Waitara;  but  it  is  impossible  for 
any  one  to  hold  Mr.  Parris  responsible,  from 
anything  in  his  letter  to  the  Bishop,  for  any 
transactions  that  happened  between  the  Oo- 
vemor  and  William  King,  and  therefore  it  is 
impossible  to  hold,  him  iu  any  way  responsible 
for  the  justice  of  the  war.    Now,  it  was  these 
two  things  that  were  connected  together  in 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington.    I  believe  ho  acted  on  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  what  Mr.  Parris  meant ;  he  did  not  look 
at  the  date.    Having  myself  read  the  words- 
"treacherous  treatment  of  William  King,"  I 
inunediately  inferred  that  it  referred  to  the 
proceedings  immediately  preceding  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  land;  and  it  was  not  till  I,  by 
accident,  saw  the  letter  and  looked  at  its  date 
that  I  saw  its  true  bearing;  and  the  feelings  I 
had  entertained  against  Mr.  Parris  were  im- 
mediately dispelled.    I  cannot  think  that  tbe 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  will  hold 
to  the  impression  first  produced  on  his  mind, 
and  which  his  statement  was  perfectly  calca- 
lated  to  produce  on  the  minds  of  the  people  who- 
heard  him.     ^ir,  that  impression  undoubtedly 
was  produced.    All  who  know  tho  public  feeling 
of  Wellington  know  that  it  was  as  has  been 
exactly  described — that  a  conspiracy  had  been 
entered  into  to  oust  the  Waitara  people  from 
their  lands,  and  that  Mr.  Farris  had  been  reluc- 
tantly led  to  join  that  conspiracy;  but, whether 
that  IS  a  fact  or  not,  there  is  no  justification  in 
Mr.  Farris's  letter  for  it.     It  %vould  only   be 
doing  a  generous  thing  to  Mr.  Parris — it  would 
only  be  doing  right  on  this  the  first  occasion  on 
which  the  matter  has  been  publicly  mentioned 
in  this  House — that  he  should  be  clearod  from 
those  imputations whioh  I  do  not  think  it  is  tho 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.] 


Land-piurc^uu», 


[HOtJSB.] 


Land-purehate. 


66 


intantion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  cast 
^inxni  bun  after  scrutinizing  his  motives,  bat 
Wfaioh  nndoabtedly  were  produced  by  the  course 
of  his  speech.  I  do  not  think  the  Bishop  acted 
eeneronsly  by  Mr.  Parris.  He  writes  a  private 
fetter  to  Uie  Bishop,  who  shows  it  to  a  political 
leader  to  make  a  political  use  of  it ;  and  when 
the  Qovemor  asks  for  a  copy  of  that  letter,  he 
writes  it  is  not  to  be  pnolished  withont  Mr. 
Patris's  leave.  Mr.  Parris  appeals  to  the 
Bishop  for  a  copy,  and  the  Bishop  replies  that 
it  is  not  a  pnblic,  it  is  a  private  letter.  That  was 
bad  enou^ ;  but  there  was  no  justification  for 
writing  this  paragraph,  in  which  he  says :  "  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  you  should  now  wish  to 
conceal  ox  retract  a  single  word  of  that  letter, 
irtiid  is  as  honourable  to  your  feelings  as 
favoniable  to  the  Native  character."  We  all 
know  what  that  means.  I  do  not  think  that 
that  was  a  generous  thing  for  the  Bishop  of  New 
Zealand  to  do  in  reply  to  a  person  who  wrote  in 
an  earnest  way  in  relation  to  a  private  religious 
matter;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  every  one 
who  htta  had  the  correspondence  before  him, 
terminating  on  the  Bishop's  part  in  what  can 
<mly  be  called  a  sneer,  but  will  hold  it  to  be 
honourable  to  Mr.  Parris.  I  think  that  the 
matter  is  now  of  no  earthly  consequence.  It 
has  taken  up  a  great  deal  more  time  than  the 
subject-caatter  demands ;  and  I  trust  that  in 
fatme  honourable  gentlemen  will  not  make  a 
motion  for  the  production  of  papers  the  means 
of  anticipating  debates  that  must  naturally 
arise  when  the  papers  are  before  the  House, 
which  they  in  this  case  are  not.  1  will  now 
conclude  by  very  earnestly  asking  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  ■  to  relieve  Mr. 
Parris  from  any  imputation  that  may  rest 
upon  him  in  consequence  of  the  statement 
irade  to  the  electors  of  .Wellington,  and  leave 
to  a  future  occasion  the  discussion  of  any  ques- 
tion that  may  arise  on  the  correspondence. 

Mr.  BBANDON  said  the  main  object  of  his 
riling  to  speak  was  that  the  speech  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  might  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  unnoticed.  That  honourable  gentleman, 
m  his  speech,  with  a  sort  of  virtuous  indigna- 
tion which  was  rather  amusing,  wsis  reading  a 
leetuxa  to  himself,  because  a  greater  perversion 
of  the  observations  of  tho  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  could  not  have 
been  made.  The  Colonial  Secretary  was  not 
charged  with  keeping^  back  any  papers  this 
session  on  any  motionTbut  hq  was  charged  with 
keeping  back  evidence  last  session  when  this 
subject  was  under  debate  in  the  House.  It 
was  in  relation  to  that  fact  that  the  honour 
able  member  for  the  Hutt  said  Ministers  would 
not  produce  the  man  who  could  have  given 
important  evidence  on  the  subject  of  debate, 
alUiongh  it  bad  been  urged  that  he  was  a  most 
essential  witness.  And  therefore,  when  the 
Colonial  Secretary  made  the  charge  that  the 
Ministry  were  accused  of  keeping  back  evi- 
dence on  this  occasion,  it  was  a  gross  perver- 
sion ot  the  statement  of  his  honourable  friend. 
Again,  it  had  been  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt  had  raked  up  old  letters 
aotd  connected  them  with  proceedings  to  which 


they  did  not  refer — that  it  was  highly  improper 
for  him  to  refer  to  a  letter  that  was  out  of 
date ;  when,  in  fact,  the  date  was  August,  1858, 
it  was  received  in  September,  1858,  and  the 
Waitara  purchase  took  place  six  months'  after. 
Nor  did  his  honourable  friend  say  that  the 
Qovemor  had  gone  down  to  New  Plymouth  in 
consequence  of  that  letter  or  of  any  pressure 
that  bad  been  brought  to  bearnpon  Mr.  Parris ; 
so  that  tho  lecture  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  propriety  was  read  to  hiibself,  as  guil^ 
of  misrepresentations,  and  not  to  his  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  the  Hutt.  No 
charge  had  been  brought  against  the  settlers  of 
Taranaki,  whom  the  Colonial  Secretary  said 
acted  precisely,  in  the  acquisition  of  land,  as 
the  settlers  in  other  provmces  had  done,  and 
instanced  the  pressure  brought  by  tho  settlors 
in  Wellington.  Now,  he  denied  that  in  the 
acquisition  of  land  the  settlers  of  Wellington 
had  done  anything  dishonourable.  They  had  a 
legitimate  right  to  urge  on  the  Government, 
through  tho  Wellington  member^  especially, 
the  acquisition  of  land  to  feed  their  increasing 
flocks  and  herds  ;  and  the  interests  of  the  colony 
required  that  extension.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  correspondence — that  any 
expression  in  it  could  not  refer  to  the  purchase 
of  the  land  at  Taranaki.  There  was  nothing, 
he  admitted,  in  the  land-purchase  to  show  the 
connection ;  but  there  was  a  reference  in  the 
letter  to  the  acquisition  of  that  delightful  and 
much-coveted  district  at  Waitara,  only  six 
months  before  the  purchase  which  was  the 
cause  of  war.  He  did  not  believe  that  any 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  doing  his  duty 
to  the  colony  at  large  under  tho  circumstances 
if  ho  failed  to  move  for  the  production  of  such 
a  document,  written  by  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  he  knew  of  its  existence. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  no  one  could  more 
regret  the  turn  tho  debate  hod  taken,  and  the 
strong  expressions  hurled  by  honourable  mem. 
bers  against  each  other,  than  he  did ;  but  the 
effect  of  the  debate  was  to  render  the  refusal 
of  the  papers  impossible. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — ^They  are  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARLETON.— What  is  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Motion  No.  8.  I  know 
nothing  of  any  papers  having  been  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CARLETON.— Well,  I  am  right.  The 
House  can  still  divide  on  the  motion  before  the 
chair.  He  then  stated  that,  as  the  speeches 
which  had  been  delivered  would  be  reported  in 
the  newspapers,  and  the  severe  imputations — 
he  would  not  say  charges — that  had  been  made 
by  honourable  members  against  each  other; 
rendered  it  necessary  that  full  and  absolute 
information  should  be  supplied  on  the  subject, 
because,  without  that,  these  imputations  must 
cast  a  slur  upon  honourable  members  out-of- 
doors,  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  that  those 
who  read  the  reports  of  the  speeches  should 
also  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  the  papers 
which  had  caused  tho  imputations.  He  would 
make  but  one  single  observation  regarding  Mr. 
Parris — he  had  not   heard   a   single   oharga 
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l)rought  against  that  gentleman  that  he  had 
been  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  for  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  Natives.  That  charge  had  never 
lieen  intended,  and  could  not  for  a  moment  be 
entertained ;  but  Mr.  Parris  would  have  no 
right  to  complain  if,  after  accusing  his  fellow- 
settlers  of  dishonoiuable  conduct  and  a  desire 
of  exterminating  the  Natives,  the  imputation 
should  recoil  on  himself. 

Mr.  RENALL  was  in  hopes  that  this,  with 
other  matters,  would  have  been  cleared  up  by 
the  Committee  appointed  last  session ;  but  he 
hod  been  disappointed,  and  especially  so  with 
the  conduct  ot  the  Government,  who  first  ex- 
{iressed  their  willingness  to  have  an  investiga- 
tion, suid  then  refused.  So  he  had  understood, 
but  he  might  be  wrong.  The  warmth  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  such,  perhaps,  as  might 
be  manifested  by  a  mea  who  felt  himself 
unjustly  accused,  having  heard  the  accusation 
for  the  first  time ;  but  neither  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston) 
befor*  or  since,  nor  by  any  one  else,  had  the 
slightest  accusation  or  thought  of  accusation 
been  made,  that  the  Government  was  in  any 
way  implicated  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Parris. 
That  was  his  impression  ;  and,  having  been 
present  at  the  public  meeting  in  Wellington  by 
accident,  he  could  answer  for  it  that  no  such 
impression  had  been  produced  on  his  own 
mind,  or  on  the  minds  of  those  around  him, 
by  the  speech  of  his  honourable  friend.  He 
believed  that  a  preliminary  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  Mr.  Parris  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  land,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
kind  of  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by 
any  gentleman  could  justify  the  use  of  the 
word  "  conspiracy."  The  word  "  conspiracy  " 
had  not  been  used  in  the  letter — it  was  "  ex- 
terminate." He  admitted  that  this  letter  of 
Mr.  Parris  was  connected  with  matters  which 
it  was  impossible  to  get  at.  Kow,  with  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace,  who  complained  that  Mr.  Parris  was 
unfairly  dealt  with,  he  thought  that  all  who 
read  the  letter  understood  it  that  Mr.  Parris 
had  refused  to  join  in  the  pressure,  for  be  (Mr. 
Benall)  had  never  understood  that  a  pressure 
had  been  brought  to  bear  against  him. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON.— As  the  documents 
will  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  Mr.  Parris  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  when  the 
whole  matter  will  be  thoroughly  sifted  and  in- 
vestigated, it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more 
thfui  very  briefly  refer  to  two  or  three  points. 
I  am  not  surprised  at  Ministers  blaming  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand  for  not  having  given 
publicity  to  Mr.  Parris's  letter  before,  lliis  is 
precisely  the  same  course  that  was  pursued  last 
session  m  reference  to  the  letters  addressed  to 
Archdeacon  Hadfield  by  William  King  ;  and  it 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  honourable  gentle- 
men that  at  that  time  the  Government  com- 
plained that  the  Archdeacon  had  not  commu- 
nicated to  the  Government  that  he  had  received 
them ;  that  the  Government  admitted  that  if 
the  letters  had  been  produced  in  time  they 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented  the 
Oovemment  going  on  witii  the  war ;  and  that 
l£r.  Carltton 


when  the  letters  were  produced,  the  Govern- 
ment then  said  that  they  were  glad  the  letteis 
had  been  brought  forward,  for  they  jostifiea 
them  in  all  particulars.    They  were  guilty  of 
inconsistency   in    first   occusmg   Arohdeooon 
Hadfield  of  not  communicating  the  contents 
of  letters,  the  production  of  which  might  havs 
caused  a  change  of  policy,  and  in  then  saying 
that  the  letters,  when  produced,   were  ^te 
sufficient  to  justify  their  proceedings.    With 
reference  to  the  appeal  made  to  me  by  the 
Native  Minister  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace,  I  trust  that  as  long  as  I  have  a 
seat  in  this  House  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to 
retract  any  unfounded  charge  or  withdraw  any 
false  imputation ;  but  I  do  not  feel  myself  in 
the  position  now  of   having   anything  to  re- 
tract.   I  made  no  charge,  I  cast  no  imputa- 
tion   against    either    the    Government,   Ui. 
Parris,    or   the    Taranaki   settlers.     What  I 
have  done  is  to  call  for  certain    correspon- 
dence relating  to  certain  statements  which  Mr. 
Parris  made  in  a  letter  he  addressed  to  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand.    With  respect  to  tl» 
speech  which   I    delivered  at  Wellington,  if 
honourable  gentlemen  will  peruse  it  the^  will 
find  that  I  simply    referred   to   that   letter, 
stating  that  it  contained  an  admission  by  Kr. 
Parris  that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  join  in 
a  conspiracy  to  get  possession  of  °  tha.t  much- 
coveted  land.    Far  from  having  been  gniliy 
of  exaggeration,  it  will  appeaj;  to  those  who 
read  the   letter   that,  on  the   contrary,    the 
contents  were  really  of   a  much  more  gravs 
and  serious  nature  than  the  statement  I  made 
would  indicate.    I  stated  that  Mr.  Paxris  had 
been  solicited  .to  join  a  conspiracy ;    but  the 
term  he  used  exceeds  that  of  "  conspir&cy."  _  On 
the  part  of  the  settlers  at  Tekranaki,  it  is  a 
charge  against  them  that  they  wished  to  ex- 
terminate William  Eling  to  get  possession  ot 
his  much-coveted  land.    The  charge  has  not 
been   made   by   me,    but  by  Mr.  Parris:   it 
is  Mr.  Parris  who  has  charged  the  Taranaki 
settlers  that    they  combined    to   extorminats 
William  King  and  his  people  in  order  to  get 
possession  of   their  land  —  to  carry  out  Mi. 
Turton's  plan.    I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  tb« 
soreness  manifested  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
at  the  production  of  those  documents ;   and, 
while  I  deny  that  I  made  any  charge  or  east 
any  imputation  either  upon  the  Government 
or  the  settlers  of  Taranaki,  I  do  candidly  avow 
that  this  correspondence  has  strengthened  and 
confirmed  the  suspicion  I  had  long  entertained, 
that  undue  pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Government  for  the  acquisition  of 
that  land;  and  I  will  go  further,  and  say  that 
that  undue  pressure  was  not  merely  on  the  part 
of  the  Taranaki  settlers,  but  I  believe  also  on 
the  part  of  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.    During  last  session  I  gave  ej^iiea- 
sion  to  the  opinion  that  the  war  was  unjnst 
and  unholy.    These   documents   which    have 
been  perused  before  the  House,  and  a  certain 
petition  presented  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Williamson),  have 
strengthened  and  confirmed  those  sospioians. 
Zjet  me  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  Oolonaal. 
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Saoiatai7  that  the  same  sort  of  pressure  as 
thatoaed  by  the  Taranaki  settlers  was  brongbt 
to  bear  open  the  Government  by  the  settlers 
of  every  province  in  New  Zealand.  I  entirely 
deny  aad  repudiate  th{it  charge  as  utterly  un- 
bonded, and  such  as  no  gentleman  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  could  make.  Did  ever 
aj  one  in  the  Provincial  Council  of'Tara- 
0^  piefer  a  measure  amounting  to  the  confis- 
cation of  the  native  lands ;  and  has  any  such 
chuge  ever  been  preferred  against  other  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies  ?  I  took  it  upon  me  to  urge 
upon  the  Government  to  acquire  those  lands  m 
the  Province  of  Wellington,  the  acquisition  ol 
which  I  thought  would  conduce  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  province,  and  which  the  Natives 
vera  willing  to  dispose  of.  But  I  was  alluding 
to  tbat  sinister  influence,  certain  proofs  of 
which  may  be  seen  on  reference  to  a  petition 
of  Mr.  Augustus  Abraham,  from  wliich  it 
would  appear  that,  at  the  time  Mr.  Parris 
declared  the  settlers  of  Taranaki  were  com- 
liniog  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
Williun  Sing  and  his  tribe  at  the  Waitara, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  negotiating — I 
most  say — a  conspiracy  for  depriving  the  New 
Zealand  Company  of  their  purchase  of  land 
at  the  Waitara.  Mr.  Augustus  B.  Abraham 
charged  against  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that, 
unless  the  purchasers  under  the  Company 
gave  up  their  right  bo  obtain  selections  there, 
he  would  take  no  steps  to  acquire  the  district, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  charged  him  that 
he  gave  a  solemn  pledge  that  if  Mr.  Car- 
nngton,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  obtained 
this  selection  the  Government  would  take 
steps  to  acquire  the  land.  I  believe,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  written  agreement  with  Mr. 
Ceiriagtan,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  pledged  him- 
self to  acquire  that  land  at  Waitara.  Looking 
at  these  facts — that  Mr.  Parris  wrote  to  the 
Bi^op  in  1858  that  a  combination  to  extermi- 
nate William  King  off  the  lands  at  Waitara 
existed;  that  at  the  same  time  the  Colonial 
Tressorer  bound  himself  with  the  purchaser  of 
land  for  the  New  Zealand  Company  to  get  pos- 
ienion  of  the  land  at  Taranaki ;  and  that  three 
or  four  months  after  this  negotiation  with 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  at  Taranaki  negotia- 
tions for  the  purchase  of  Teiia's  block  com- 
menced— I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  present  Ministry  is  in  some  way 
responsible  for  the  conspiracy  which  Mr.  Parris 
charged  against  the  settlers ;  that  they  are  not 
only  responsible,  but  that  they  are  themselves 
in  uie  conspiracy ;  and  that  there  was  an  undue 
preasnre,  both  by  the  settlers  of  Taranaki  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  When  I  called  for  the 
pagers  I  made  no  charge  against  the  settlers  of 
Taranaki — I  simply  stated  my  recollection  of 
Mr.  Parris's  letter ;  and  I  put  it  to  the  House 
if  the  contents  of  that  letter  are  not  of  a  gravec 
nature  than  I  at  first  indicated?  Sir,  I  will 
not  detain  you  longer  on  the  matter  till  Mr. 
Purii  appears. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Sir,  I  rise  to  claim 
tiia  privilege  of  explanation  accorded  to  mem- 
hezswho  are  assailed  in  this  House  in  what 
tenches  their  petaonal  cbancter.'    I  think  I 


have  extraordinary  reason  to  complain ;  for  th« 
honourable  member  has  just  made  charges 
against  me  which,  if  true,  would  most  justly 
subject  me  to  impeachment,  with  aJI  its  conse- 
quences. And  in  what  manner  has  he  made 
charges  of  such  gravity  ?  By  importing  fresh 
matter  into  his  reply  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
long  debate,  to  which  it  is  impossible  for  me 
at  this  moment  to  give  the  complete  answer 
which  in  due  course  I  shall  furnish.  Nor  has 
he  aJone  misrepresented  me  to  the  House ;  he 
has  misrepresented  a  misrepresentation.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  pretended  to  give  io 
the  House  the  contents  of  a  petition  from 
Mr.  Abraham,  now  referred  to  the  general 
Committee  on  Private  Grievances,  in  which  free 
use  is  made  of  my  name.  The  petition  is  ftdl 
of  inaccuracy  andf  misrepresentation,  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  improved  upon  that 
petition.  I  now  protest  against  the  gross  in- 
justice that  has  been  done  to  me  as  a  member 
of  the  House  and  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  in 
this  instance.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
grossly  aggravated  his  original  oBence.  What 
I  askeid  him  to  do  was  to  clear  himself,  eind  in- 
stead he  has  greatly  added  to  the  injuiy.  And 
now  I  want  the  House  to  know  that  the  ques- 
tion of  conspiracy  is  clear — the  charge  has  been 
mode ;  and  I  like  to  meet  my  accusers  openly 
face  to  face — I  delight  to  meet  any  man  who 
brings  a  charge  against  me  in  my  public  capa- 
city. There  is  no  ambiguity,  no  insinaotion 
now — the  charge  has  been  publicly  made;  and 
I  shall  as  publicly  meet  it.  My  part  in  the 
particular  transaction  to  which  the  petition  re- 
fers is  shortly  this:  In  a  former  Parliament 
two  Acts  were  passed  for  the  settlement  of 
claims  under  the  New  Zealand  Company's 
scrip  and  land-orders  in  Taranaki.  One  Act 
passed  in  1856,  which,  after  long  consideration, 
received  the  Royal  assent;  and  a  second  in 
1858.  The  present  Administration  considered 
that  the  Act  of  1856  meted  out  to  several 
classes  of  claimants — and,  among  others,  to  the 
holders  of  the  New  Plymouth  land -orders 
— a  scanty  measure  of  justice ;  and  we  pro- 
posed and  carried  a  relaxation  of  the  law  in  1858. 
It  is  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  interval 
between  1856  and  1858  that  this  Mr.  Abraham, 
brother  of  the  Bishop  of  Wellington,  com- 
plains; and  he  does  make  free  and  very  fre- 
quent use  of  my  name,  as  in  due  time  and  in 
proper  course  I  will  show.  But  I  may  stats 
that  it  was  in  reference  to  the  extent  of  the 
proposed  relaxation,  which  was  effected  by  the 
Act  of  1868,  that  I  saw  Mr.  Carrington.  It 
was  quite  unnecessary  for  the  Government  to 
coerce  the  claimants  into  a  settlement,  since 
the  settlement  hod  already  been  made  two 
years  before.  Among  many  I  will  instance 
one  mistake  into  which  Mr.  Abraham  has 
fallen  in  his  eagerness  to  drag  my  name  into 
the  petition.  He  states  that  I  moved  the  reso-  • 
lutions  in  1856  by  which  the  general  principles 
of  the  sorip  adjustment  were  settled.  The 
Votes  and  Proceedings  of  1856  state  that  the 
Colonial  Tieasurer  moved  those  resolutions, 
and  Mr.  Abraham  supposes  that  I  was  then 
Colonial  Treasurer ;  the  fact  bemg  that  I  WM. 
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Colonial  Seoretary,  and  it  waa  my  eoUeagne 
(Ur.  Sewell)  who  initiated  the  resolotions. 
That  is  only  one  out  of  the  tissue  of  misrepre- 
Mntations  which  the  petition  contains.  I  will 
not  go  further  into  that  matter  just  now.  I 
only  rise  to  protest  against  the  grievous  injus- 
tioe  which  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton has  heaped  upon  the  prior  injustice  inflicted 
by  his  election  address ;  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  reserve  its  judgment  until  I  shall  have 
made  my  defence  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  FOX. — The  clause  which  related  to  the 
TaranaJd  claims  in  the  Bill  of  1856  was  the 
production  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
mtiodnced  by  himself. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND.— That  statement 
must  provoke  discussion  from  me,  but  I  decline 
going  into  it.  I  deny  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  says. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  EEVENUE. 
On  the  motion  of  Dr.  PBATHERSTON,  it 
was  ordered.  That  the  Province  of  Hawke's 
Bay  be  included  in  the  return  already  ordered 
relating  to  the  estimated  sixths  of  the  land 
revenue  of  the  Provinces  of  Auckland,  Welling- 
ton, and  Taranaki. 

SELECT  COMMITTEB. 
Stsam  Postai..— The  names  of  Mr.  Domett 
and  Mr.  Ormond  were  ordered  to  be  added  to' 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Steam  Postal 
Service. 

LAKD  QUESTION. 

ADJOUSKED  DEBATE. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re- 
suming the  adioumed  debate  on  Mr.  Weld's 
motion  for  a  Select  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  Court  with  juris- 
diction over  Native  land  title,  and  the  question 
of  the  appointment,  &c.,  of  Native  Assessors, 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  urged  the  necessity 
for  delay,  inasmuch  as  the  question  of 
jurisdiction  over  Native  land-titles  was  in  a 
measure  under  the  consideration  of  the  Im- 
.  perial  Government,  and  might  necessitate 
legislation,  owing  to  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject that  might  be  received  from  the  Colonial 
Office. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  many  particulars, 
but  thought  that  a  Select  Committee  might  be 
the  means  of  eliciting  additional  information 
on  a  very  difficult  subject.  For  that  reason 
he  would  support  the  motion  of  his  honour- 
able colleague — not  that  he  expected  much 
good  out  of  it.  The  fact  was,  they  were  wait- 
ing for  Downing  Street,  and  would  have  to  wait 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Imperial  Government  on 
Native  affairs,  inasmuch  as,  having  to  enforce 
the  law  in  case  of  conflict  with  the  Natives, 
the  Imperial  Government  not  unnaturally  re- 
quired to  have  a  voice  in  our  dealings  with  the 
Native  land  question. 

Mr.  WELD  referred  to  remarks  made  against 
the  Government  by  the  honourable  member 
Mr.  C.  W.  Biehmond 


for  Bangitikei  and  th«  hononiablo  member  tor 
Pamell  because  they  bad  not  come  down  witb 
some  measure  on  the  Native  question.    Tlte 
policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  th» 
Natives  was  well  known  to  many  members  of 
the  House.  Every  member  of  this  House — even 
though  he  had  not  been  a  member  last  session 
— must  have   seen  the  long  string  of  resolo- 
tions that  were  }>assed  by  the  House  and  pab- 
lished  in  the  papers,  and  must  have  heard 
or  read  the  various  debates  that  took  plaoe 
upon  those  resolutions,  and  ought  at  least  to 
i>e  acquainted  with  the  legislation  of  1858  on 
the  same  question.     If    any  one,  therefore, 
still  remained  in  ignorance  of  the  Government 
Native  policy  he  (Mr.  Weldl  believed  that  tuty 
attempt  on  his  part  to  enlighten  him  woold 
be  unsuccessful.    Bat  the  question   for    oon- 
sideration  was,  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
carry  out  that  policy  at  this  time  and  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country.     The 
special  question  in  reference  to  a  Land  Conxt 
was,  not  whether  a  Court  was  desirable,  but 
whether,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  it  was  practicable  to  institute  such  a 
Court.     Re    thought   some   practical    resoK 
would  be  gained  by  going  into  Committee.     He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  WeSt- 
(Mr.  Williamson) :  their  reasonable  tone  con- 
trasted favourably  with  the  remarks  which  had 
been  mode  by  some  other   honourable  mem- 
bers who  differed  from  the  Government  as  to 
the    propriety   of    appointing   a  Committee. 
The  remarks  of  that  honourable  member  were 
given  evidently  in  a  spirit  of  friendly  advice — 
advice   in  which  his  honourable  friend    the 
Colonial  Treasurer  and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  Viim«a1f 
saw  much   force,  and   witn  which   in   some 
respects    they    concurred.       He    wished    to 
point  out  one  thing  to  honourable  membecs 
—  namely,  that,  if  they   absolutely  thought 
it   was    best    to    delay   legislation    till     the 
arrival  of  the  next  mail,  they  would  yet   be 
much  more  able  to  undertake  the  legislation 
when  the  proper  moment  arrived  if  this  Com- 
mittee wore  granted,  and  for  that  reason  he 
preferred  appointing    a  Committee,  to  sitting 
still  and  doing  nothing.    He  thought  he  heard 
the   honourable  member   for  Auckland    City 
West's  remarks  in  favour  of  delay  cheered  1^ 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei :   mast 
he  take  that  as  an  indication  that  the  honoor- 
able  member  was  against  present  legislation? 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that,  on  the  assurance  of 
the  honourable  members,  Mr.  Weld  and  Mr. 
Kichmond,  that  no  good  would  result  from  the 
Committee  if  it  was  appointed,  he  said  "  Hear, 
bear"  to  the  expressions  of  the  honouxable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West;  and  on  this. 
ground  he  would  wish  to  be  excluded  from. 
being  a  member. 

Mr.  WELD,  with  the  leave  of  the  Rouse,  pro- 
posed to  remove  Mr.  Fox's  name  from  the  list. 
denying,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  (Mr.  'Weld)> 
had  ever  said  that  no  good  could  come  of  the 
Committee :  if  he  had  not  believed  th»t  it 
would  be  productive  of  beneficial  results  he> 
should  oeitainly  never  have  asked  for  it. 
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Tbt  Btme  of  Ui.  Fox   having   been  with- 
dnwn,  the  motion  ms  put  and  pcwsed. 
Tba  Hoose  adjonmed  at  six  o'olock  pun. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Uonday,  17th  Jnrtt,  1861. 


FMitloB  of  A.  B.  Abrahun— Third  Baadlngi— Baai- 
deot  Mi^Utrates  Ordinanse  Amsodmant  BUI— 
Commimonan'  Powers  Bill. 

Tlis  Hon.  the  Speakxb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbitzbs. 

PETITION  OP  A.  B.  ABRAHAM. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OILFIIiIiAK  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Angustos  B.  Abraham,  of  Auckland, 
bairister-at-law,  relative  to  a  claim  for  land. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  expected  to  receive 
inch  a  petition,  but  considered  it  of  an  nnpre- 
eedented  character,  and  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  to  show  that  it  was  repugnant  to 
the  rales  of  the  CJonncil. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER, 
it  was  agreed,  Tiiat  it  be  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee  to  report  whether  the 
petition  of  Augustus  B.  Abraham  is  in  con- 
fonnity  with  the  Standing  Orders. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Advances    to   Agents  Bill,   Land  Registry 
Amendment  Bill,  Survey  Correction  Bill. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEK  moved  the 
•econd  reading  of  the  Resident  Magistrates 
Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNEY  seconded 
thebotion,  and  observed  that  certain  doubts 
had  arisen  as  to  the  applicability  of  the  Sum- 
mary Proceedings  Ordinance,  Session  II.,  No.  6, 
"The  Summary  Convictions  Act,  1848,"  and 
"llie  Summary  Proceedings  Act,  1860,"  to 
civil  proceedings.  He  said  that  ho  did  not 
entertain  much  donbt  on  the  subject  himself. 
He  thought  it  was  not  worth  while  to  enact 
declaratory  Acts,  such  as  this  would  be,  until 
actual  occasion  arose  for  doing  so.  At  the 
tame  time  he  approved  of  the  general  language 
and  tenor  of  the  Bill ;  and,  altUough  personally 
nnaoqnaintcd  with  the  reasons  of  his  brother 
Judges  for  advising  the  adoption  of  the  Bill,  ho 
bad  to  express  his  entire  confidence  in  the  views 
that  the  legal  acuteness  of  his  brother  Johnston 
and  the  calm  reflection  of  liis  brother  Oresson 
would  suggest. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  without 
amendment. 

COMMISSIONERS'  POWERS  BILL. 
The  Commissioners'  Powers  Bill  was  read  a 
•econd  time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
to  amsist  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey,  the 


Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swadnioa. 
the  Hon.  Major  Richmond,  and  the  Boa.  Ht. 
Tancred. 

The  Council  then  adjoomed. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  18lh  June,  1861. 

Third  Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  SFBaxBS  took  the  ohaie  afe. 
two  o'qlook. 

Pbatbbs. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Resident  Magistrates  Ordinance  Amendmaafc- 
BiU. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPRESENTATIVBS. 
Tuesday,  18th  June,  1861. 


Iietter  from  William  Thompaon— Land  Question— 
iDtaatata  Natives  Succasaion  Bill  — Bankruptoy 
Bill— Iieave  of  Absence— Appointments — Native 
War— Election  Petition— Second  Beading— Firai 
Beadings— TitiTd  Beading. 

Mr.  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatbss. 

LETTER  PROM  WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Government  whether  a 
letter  had  been  received  from  William  Thomp- 
son in  reply  to  the  Governor's  proposals  ;  and, . 
if  so,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  when  ? 

Mr.  WELD  replied  that  a  letter  hod  been  ra- 
ceived,  of  very  voluminous  proportions,  whioh, 
from  its  importance,  it  had  been  deemed  ad- 
visable to  have  translated,  and  the  translation 
checked  with  extra  care.  As  soon  as  the 
translation  was  received  and  copied  it  wonld 
be  laid  on  the  table — he  hoped  in  the  course  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  OABLETON  requested  that  a  copy  of 
the  original  shoi)ld  also  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELD  said  it  would  be. 

Mr.  FOX  had  heard  that  two  letters  had 
been  received. 

Mr.  WELD  said  a  letter  hod  been  received 
from  the  runonga,  which  would  be  laid  on  tha 
table,  and  all  papers  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject. 

LAND  QUESTION. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Government,  Whethat 
any  grant  has  been  signed  by  His  Exoellenoy 
the  Governor  granting  a  blook  of  land  on  the 
Manawatu  River  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  was  not  at  present 
able  to  answer  the  honourable  member's  qnes- 
tion,  but  he  would  promise  lum  that  every 
paper  connected  with   the  subject  should  be- 
laid on  the  table. 
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INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 

Mr.  WELD,  in  moving  fot  leave  to  bring  in 
«  Bill  for  regalating  the  descent  and  disposal 
of  lands  held  under  Crown  grant  by  persons  of 
the  Native  race  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand, 
said  it  was  sufficient  at  present  to  state  one 
«Iear  gronnd  for  the  necessity  of  legislation 
-on  this  matter.  As  the  law  at  present  stood, 
when  the  Native  to  whom  a  Crown  grant  had 
been  issued  died  his  land  technically  reverted 
to  the  Crown.  This  great  injustice,  which  had 
never  been  intended,  was  a  sufficient  reason 
for  bringing  in  the  Bill. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

BANKRUPTCY  BILL. 
Mr.  STAFFOBD,  in  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  establish  Courts  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  New  Zealand,  said  this  Bill  had 
been  prepared  in  consequence  of  the  wish  of 
many  honourable  members,  expressed  in  the 
two  previous  sessions,  that  such  a  measure 
4Bhould  be  submitted  to  this  House  for  con- 
sideration. Petitions  had  been  received  at 
different  times  from  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
■&0.,  in  difierent  parts  of  the  colony  in  favour 
of  such  a  measure,  and  one  had  been  received 

^against  it.   As  far  as  Ministers  could  ascertain, 

.  public  opinion  was  vety  much  divided  on  the 
subject.  The  banking  interests  especially  were 
very  prominently  opposed  to  it  in  the  present 
ciromnstances  of  the  colonv.    But  the  Govem- 

'  ment,  having  promised  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill, 
had,  after  consulting  the  best  authorities  and 
Analogous  measures,  prepared  this  Bill  as,  in 
its  opinion,  the  most  suitable  measure,  if  the 

.  House  considered  one  necessary ;  but  the  Oo- 
Teniment  did  not  give  a  decided  opinion  that 
at  present  it  was  absolutely  necessary.  The 
House  might  wish  to  delay  considering  the  sub- 
ject at  present,  because  there  was  now  sitting 

.  in  the  Mother-country  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  and  report  on  this  subject,  whose  report, 
if  made,  had  not  yet  reached  this  country. 
He  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  esta- 
blish Oonrts  of  Bankruptcy  in  the  Colony  of 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  seconded  the  motion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  the  Bill  be 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to*be  read  a  second 
t  time  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  the  Colonial  Secretary 

had  given  sufficient  reason  why  they  should 

,  postpone  the   consideration  of  a  meastire   of 

.  such  importance  at  present.    The  subject  had 

received  much  attention  at  Home,  and  was 

being  considered  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

As  the  result  of  that  the^  would  have  one 

oom^lete  measure,  embodying  every  provision 

.  requisite  for  dealing  with  the  subject.    In  this 

colony.  Bind  in  Auckland  in  particular,  there 

was  no  need  of  bankruptcy  laws.    A  desire  had 

been  expressed  by  the  southern  parts  of  the 

oolony  for  such  a  measure ;  bat  at  present  all 

.  the  requirements  of  the  colony  might  be  met 

l>7  a  mnoh  simpler  measure.     In  Auckland 


there  had  not  been  a  single  case  of  optnenon 
under  the  existing  law.  He  thought  toey  had 
Courts  enough  already  without  establishing 
another.  There  were  Resident  Ma^trates' 
Courts,  District  Courts,  a  Supreme  Court,  and 
they  were  to  have  a  Court  of  Appeal.  A  simple 
measure  like  thai  proposed  last  session,  vm 
some  modifications,  would  be  sufficient  (or  tb« 
present  wants  of  the  colony,  without  theei- 
pensive  machinery  here  proposed. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  request  of  the  sonthetn 
provinces  was  based  on  this  fact :  A  Bill  mt 
proposed  last  session,  though  not  brought  be- 
fore the  House,  simply  proposing  certain  pre- 
visions by  which  debtors  might  whitewssh 
themselves,  but  affording  no  machinery  b; 
which  creditors  could  obtain  for  distribntiao 
the  property  of  debtors,  which  should  be  the 
most  important  ingredient  of  a  bankruptcj 
law.  The  people  of  Wellingtim  were  not  de- 
sirous of  having  such  an  extended  and  cotij 
system  as  that  at  Home,  but  wished  to  ban 
some  simple  machinery  by  which  creditors  ti 
well  as  deotors  might  derive  advantage — each  t 
measure  should  provide  for  the  distribution  oi 
the  property  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East  had  fallen 
into  a  mistake  in  speaking  of  the  erection  d  a 
new  Court.  The  duties  were  rather  proposed 
to  be  added  to  the  other  functions  of  existiiig 
Judges.  But  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  de- 
cide on  this  point  by  the  provision  for  it  vhich 
they  voted  in  the  estimates.  Qovemment  had 
not  intended  to  add  to  our  enormous  mass  ol 
judicial  apparatus. 

Mr.  BRANDON  txnsted  this  Bill  would  not 
be  pressed  beyond  its  second  reading ;  but  that 
some  such  measure  as  that  proposed  last  ses- 
sion would  be  introduced  requiring  debtors  and 
creditors  to  make  arrangements  amongst  them- 
selves for  the  relief  of  honest  debtors.  Then 
was  also  an  Act  required  for  another  mattet. 
When  the  Relief  of  Debtors  Ordinance  vai 
passed  the  Supreme  Court  had  jnrisdictioa 
above  £30,  which,  up  to  £100,  was  aftermidi 
given  to  the  District  Courts ;  but  no  ptovisioB 
was  msLde  for  debtors  taken  _  in  exeoatioi 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Relief  of  Debtm 
Ordinance  obtaining  relief,  because  theywen 
disabled  from  petitioning  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  a 
Bill  would  be  introduced  similar  to  that  po- 
posed  last  session,  and  also  one  by  which 
debtors  taken  in  execution  under  a  Distiict 
Court  might  obtain  relief  by  petitioning  the 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  samt 
manner  as  formerly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CREYKE,  it  wai 
agreed.  That  leave  of  absence  for  one  month 
be  granted  to  Mr.  Crosbie  Ward,  member  for 
Lyttelton,  and  to  Mr.  Thomas  Rowley,  memha 
for  Ellosmere. 

APPOINTMEHTS. 
Mr.  WOOD  moTsd  for  a  xetam  <d  tU  tf- 
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pointmmtg  made  by  the  General  Govenunent 
lisoe  the  1st  day  of  Jaly,  1860,  setting  forth 
the  names  of  each,  appointee,  the  date,  the 
Mlaiy,  and  the  reason  of  the  appointment ; 
alfO,*ietuni  of  all  resignations  of  officials  em- 
piojad  by  the  Oeneral  Qovemment  that  have 
Men  received  and  accepted  since  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1860.  He  asked  for  the  returns  as 
npplementary  to  those  ordered  last  session  on 
the  motion  of  Captcun  Daldy,  then  member  for 
Anokland  City.  He  did  not  mean  by  the  words 
"and  the  reason  of  the  appointment"  that 
the  penonal  groonds  'on  wmch  the  appointee 
had  been  selected  should  be  stated,  but  that,  in 
the  case  of  new  offices,  the  reasons  should  be 
listed  vby  tbey  had  been  created. 

Mi.  STAFFORD  suggested  a  verbal  altera- 
tion in  the  words  of  the  motion,  which  would 
then  meet  the  views  of  the  mover,  which  oonld 
not  be  the  case  if  the  resolution  passed  as  pro- 
posed. The  subject  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
pottanee;  and  ha  was  willing  that  a  Select 
Cammittee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
poUic  expenditure,  with  a  view  to  its  re- 
ooctkm. 

Uotion  agreed  to,  with  the  addition  of  the 
WMds,  "  and  whether  any  appointment  made 
■nca  that  date  was  a  new  appointment,  or  was 
in  rabstitation  of  one  vacated  by  some  other 
ptnoo,"  after  the  word  "  appoin<znent,"  in  the 
third  line  [fifth  line  as  above  printed]. 

NATIVE  WAK. 
Mr.  W.  W.  TAYIjOB  moved,  That  a  respeot- 
fnl  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Oovemor,  requesting  him  to  cause  to  be  laid  on 
Stable  of  this  Honse  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
disMed  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  by  Sir 
William  Denison,  dated  the  16th  May,  1860, 
Hid  which  letter  has,  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
nent,  been  printed  ajnong  other  papers  relor 
ting  to  iba  reoent  disturbances  in  New  Zea- 
land. 
Kr.  FITZHEBBEBT  seconded  the  motion. 
Hr.  STAFFORD  said  it  appeared  that  Sir 
William  Denison,  without  asking  the  leave  of 
Ss  Excellency  the  Governor,  had  selected  one 
Utter,  oat  of  a  private  correspondence  between 
the  Qotemor  and  hiniMlf,  which  favoured  Sir 
William's  peculiar  views  on  New  Zealand 
tH^n,  and  forwatded  it  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle. This  letter  His  Grace  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient importance,  coining  as  it  did  in  an  official 
manner  from  Sir  William  Denison,  to  have 
ptintad  in  a  Blue  Book  and  laid  before  Par- 
lument.  There  was  nothing  to  complain  of  in 
the  act  of  His  Grace ;  but  His  Excellency  did 
complain  that  Sir  William  Denison,  without 
Us  permission,  had  selected  one  letter  out  of  a 
loag  invate  correspondence  that  had  passed 
between  them,  and,  without  giving  the  reply  to 
it,  or  Uie  letter  to  which  it  purported  to  be  a 
reply,  had  made  it  a  public  document  by  for- 
'■udiag  it  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  Copies 
<i  the  Blue  Book  containing  the  letter  were 
act  officially  in  the  colony,  and  His  Excellency 
vtdoabtedly  had  the  right  to  withhold  from 
t^  HoQse  that  which  he  still  considered  a 
lainUe  letter. 


Mr.  FOX  said  it  was  in  His  Ezoellency's 
power  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  by  publishing 
the  entire  correspondence. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  thought  that  His  Ex- 
cellency should  not  consider  the  letter  private^ 
and  withhold  from  the  House  an  importuit 
document — which  could  be  made  a  subject  of 
reference  when  once  it  had  been  furnished  to 
the  House — on  the  ground  of  its  forming  a, 
part  of  a  private  correspondence,  seeing  it  had 
already  been  printed  in  the  records  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Surely  they  were  not 
going  to  assume  the  right  of  teaching  a  lesson 
to  the  Imperial  Government  on  a  question  of 
etiquette  ;  but  he  should  not  be  at  all  surprised 
at  that,  when  on  a  former  occasion  Her  Majesty 
had  received  a  lesson  on  etiquette  from  the 
Assembly.  They  might  be  told  that  by-and-by 
the  letter  would  be  laid  before  them ;  but  then 
it  might  be  too  late.  He  asked  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  letter  in  the  Blue  Book  placed  in 
the  hands  of  honourable  members,  so  that, 
quantum  valeat,  Sir  William  Denison's  views 
might  be  considered  by  the  House.  Surely  it 
would  be  ungrateful  to  the  Governor-General 
of  Australia,  who  had  received  the  thanks  of 
the  House  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he 
had  despatched  troops  to  our  aid,  not  to  con- 
sider his  opinions. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  thought  the 
House  wa9  pushing  this  matter  rather  too  far  to- 
ask  His  Ezoellenoy  to  do  that  which  he  justly 
complained  Sir  William  had  done  without  his 
consent — to  publish  part  of  a  private  corre- 
spondence. It  was  a  mistake,  however,  to  sup- 
pose that  the  letter  threw  any  new  light  upon 
the  question.  In  fact,  although  Sir  William 
Denison  was  a  very  clever  man,  it  was  absurd 
to  suppose  that  he  could  throw  any  new  light 
on  New  Zealand  affairs,  after  their  having  been 
so  thoroughly  ventilated.  It  would  be  found 
that  the  letter  did  not  contain  a  single  new 
suggestion ;  and  Sir  William  Denison's  opinion 
strengthened  the  hands  and  arguments  of  those 
who  contended  that  the  existence  of  New  Zea- 
land as  a  colony  was  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  spread  of  the  Maori  King  movement. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  the  question  appeared 
to  him  to  lie  in  a  nutshell.  If  this  were  a  pri- 
vate letter,  most  assuredly  His  Excellency  had 
a  right  to  refuse  to  furnish  the  House  with  it,, 
and  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  would  not.  ask  for  it. 
But  the  refusal  was,  m  point  of  fact,  the  ex- 
pression of  His  Excellency's  disapprobation  of 
Sir  Willitun  Denison's  proceedings.  His  Ex- 
cellency desired  to  fix  a  slur  upon  Sir  William 
Denison,  and  he  had  a  right  to  do  so ;  but  let 
it  be  understood  that,  by  this  refusal  to  furnish 
a  copy  of  a  letter  that  had  already  appeared  in 
a  Blue  Book  and  in  the  newspapers.  His  Ex- 
cellency desired  to  express  hia  opinion  of  Sy: 
William  Denison's  proceedings.  So  let  it  re- 
main. 

Mr.  JOLIiIE  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands.  It  was  clearly 
the  right  of  the  Governor  to  withhold  the 
letter. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  honourable  members 
might  have  access  to  the  Blue  Book  and  obtain 
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copies  of  the  letter ;  but  His  Excellency  eoold 
not  consent  to  pablish  only  a  portion  of  a 
private  correspondence  without  first  having  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  other  party. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  the  honour  of 
having  had  a  seat  in  the  House  for  three  weeks, 
and  one  of  the  few  words  he  had  not  heard 
nsed  was  the  word  "  honour."  He  maintained 
it  was  wrong  in  any  honourable  member  to 
move  an  address  to  His  Excellency  to  publish 
part  of  a  private  correspondence.  They  would 
not  sanction  such  publication  in  private  life. 
A  man  who  showed  a  private  letter  without  first 
having  had  the  consent  of  the  writer  would 
not  he  associated  with  in  private  life ;  and  why 
ask  a  gentleman  to  do  in  public  life  what 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  private  society  7 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  the  letter  in  question 
had  gone  forth  to  the  world ;  it  was  open  to 
every  one  to  take  a  copy  of  it.  They  were  not 
.  asking  for  a  letter  that  bad  hitherto  been  kept 
private,  but  were  merely  asking  for  a  letter 
.  already  before  the  world  —  a,  letter  that  had 
been  laid  before  the  Parliament  at  Home. 

Mr.  WELD  thought  it  was  a  question,  not 

.  as  to  whether  the  letter  had  appeared  in  the 

Bine  Books,  but  whether  the  House  would  be 

justified  in  asking  His  Excellency  to  do  wrong. 

Mr.  O.  GBAHAM  contended  that  they  had 
'  a  right  to  demand  the  production  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  could  not  agree  with 
the  last  speaker.     Sir  William   Denison  no 

■  doubt  looked  upon  his  own  views  as  being  far 
before  anything  that  could  be  arrived  at  by 
the  Governor  of  this  colony  in  relation  to  New 
Zealand  affairs,  and  therefore  selected  the 
letter  which  contained  those  views  and  for- 
warded it  in  a  despatch  to  the  Home  Oo- 
vemment.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  bis  undoubted  prerogative,  published 
those  opinions  as  coming  from  the  Oovemor- 
Qeneral  of  Anstralia.  Honourable  members 
«ould  get  copies  of  that  letter  and  have  them 
printed,  and  afterwards  found  any  arguments 
they  pleased  on  them  ;  but  it  appeared  to  him 

■  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  that,  when  His  Excellency  felt 
that  Sir  William  Denison  had  committed  an 
indiscretion  towards  him  by  forwarding  part 
of  a  correspondence  which  at  first  was  of  a 
private  and  confidential  nature,  it  was  a  pre- 
posterous proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  press  the  Governor  to  do  the  very  act  him- 
self which  he  complained  had  been  done  by  Sir 
William  Denison.  Let  honourable  members 
copy  the  letter  and  send  it  to  the  newspapers 
in  Auckland  to  print — a  good  many  of  which 
had  very  little  to  fill  up  their  space  with. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  thought  if  there  was  more 
work  there  would  be  less  talk.  If  the  Go- 
vernment had  sent  down  more  Bills,  the  public 
business  would  have  been  gone  on  with ;  but 
in'the  absence  of  business  it  seemed  a  perfect 
godsend,  this  question  about  the  letter. 

Motion  negatived. 

ELECTION  PETITION, 
^fr.  WILSON  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
interim  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee, which  was  read  as  follovra : — 
Mr.  Stafford 


"  The  Standing  Orders  Commit^,  having 
taken  into  consideration  the  matter  of  the  peti- 
tion against  the  seat  of  the  member  for  the 
District  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  referred  to  them 
by  the  House,  beg  to  report  as  follows: — 

"  That  the  reception  of  petitions  against  the 
return  of  any  member  wiUiout  ample  previous 
notice  to  the  party  petitioned  against  is  calcu- 
lated to  take  such  party  by  surprise,  and  render 
it  in  many  cases  impossible  for  him  to  defend 
his  sent.  That  the  Standing  Orders  149, 150, 
154,  and  ISS  make  provision  for  notice,  and  do 
not  appear  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  Election 
Petitions  Act,  though  the  two,  taken  together 
on  some  points,  involve  a  duplication  of  ma- 
chinery wnich  would  be  better  avoided,  and 
which  the  Committee  would  recommend  for 
amendment.  In  the  meantime  the  Committee 
consider  the  provisions  of  the  above  Standing 
Orders  to  be  in  force,  and  that  no  petition 
should  be  received  unless  those  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  did  not  wish  to  oppose 
the  motion ;  but  desired  to  exculpate  the  peti- 
tioners from  any  intention  of  concealing  the 
petition  from  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  (He  then  entered  into  expla- 
nations regarding  the  antecedents  of  the  peti- 
tion.] 

Mr.  CABLETON.— I  will  only*  say  very  few 
words.  I  twice  most  distinctly  exonerated  tiie 
petitioners ;  I  now  do  it  the  third  time. 

Beport  adopted. 

SECOND  EEADINQ. 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

FIBST  BBADINGS. 
Advances   to   Agent*   Bill,   Land  Begistzy 
Amendment  Bill,  Survey  Correction  Bill. 

THIED  READING. 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill. 
The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minute* 
to  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  REPEESENTATTVES. 
WedTtesday,  19lh  June,  1861. 

Castoms— Native  Affairs  — Land  Porohase — Seleet 
Committeee  — New  Zealand  Bank  Bill  —  2{ative 
War.  

Mr.  Speaxbb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'eloek. 

PSATSBS. 

CUSTOMS. 
.  Mr.  O'l^ILL  believed  the  rules  of  the  Hoase 
prevented  honourable  members  from  rrntViTig 
any  long  remarks  in  asking  questions.  Be  per- 
ceived that  the  expenditure  of  the  country  was 
increasing,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Government  contemplated  making  any  altera- 
tions in  reference  to  the  Customs  dues.  He 
would  therefore  beg  to  ask  the  Colonial  Trea- 
suzer,  Whether  or  not  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
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OoVemment  to  inteodaoe  duting  the  present 
lession  a  measaie  for  amending  the  Customs 
tariff? 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  (in  the  absence  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer)  replied  that  the  Oovemment 
did  not  oontemplate  bringing  down  any  measure 
which  would  materially  alter  the  Customs 
Uriff,  beyond  equalizing  the  duties  paid  on 
certain  articles  of  consumption  ;  buc  the  qaes« 
tion  would  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  estimates. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOLLIE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House 
copies  of  any  correspondence  between  His 
Lordship  ibe  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  questions  re- 
lating to  the  Natives  of  New  Zealand  (corre- 
spondence dating  from  August,  1860). 

land-pukchase'. 

Mr.  FOX  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  ^t  that  the  correspondence  between 
His  Excellency's  Private  Secretary  and  Mr. 
Canington,  and  other  documents  accompany- 
ing the  same,  which  were  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  last  session  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
had  not  been  printed;  and  moved,  That  the 
suae  be  forthwith  printed.  Not  finding  these 
documents  in  the  Appendix,  he  communicated 
the  fact  of  their  omission  to  the  Clerk,  who 
said  the  Printing  Committee  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  print  them.  Only  a  small  por- 
tion of  them  had  been  printed,  and  the  most 
important  of  the  documents  were  not  printed 
anywhere. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Steak  Postal. — The  petition  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  of  Marlborough  was  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Steam  Postal  Service. 

NiXiTS  Lakd  TiTLiB. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WELD,  the  name  of  Mr.  Fitzherbort  was  added 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Native  Land  Title. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BANK  BILL. 
Mr.BUSSELL  moved,  That  Standing  Orders 
Nos.  114  to  122,  inclusive,  be  suspended,  in 
order  to  enable  a  private  Bill  to  be  introduced. 
The  Orders  proposed  to  be  suspended  were  those 
providing  that  certain  notices  should  be  given 
before  a  private  Bill  could  be  introduced  ;  but 
it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  those  Orders 
in  this  eas^,  beoaose  it  was  not  till  after 
the  Honse  met  that  steps  were  taken  to  form 
the  company.  During  the  present  session  leave 
had  been  granted  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales.  No 
opposition  had  been  given  to  that  measure,  and 
he  only  asked  the  same  favour  on  behalf  of 
those  gentlemen  who  were  promoting  the  pre- 
sent BiU.  If  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the 
Stuiding  Orders  it  would  cause  considerable 
loss  to  £e  promoters  of  the  measure — who  had 
taken  preliminary  steps  in  the  matter — besides 
lieing  %  serioos  inconvenience  to  the  public  at 
laige. 


Mr.  DILLON  BELL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD,  while  assenting  to  tiM 
general  principle  of  the  proposed  measure, 
thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  made  out  a  case  for  the  unusual  course  of 
asking  the  Honse  to  suspend  Standing  Orders 
fram^  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  vested  in- 
terests and  private  rights.  The  honourable 
member  had  not  done  so ;  but  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
thought  that  a  good  ease  could  perhaps  ba 
made  out.  However,  this  was  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous importance,  as  it  a&ected  the  currency  of 
the  country ;  and  therefore,  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  it  was  his  duty  to  give  it  his  best  ea)*- 
sideration,  with  a  view  to  the  public  interests. 
Looking  at  the  wealth  of  the  colony,  and  its 
increasmg  population,  he  thought  that  locfj 
banks  of  issue  might  safely  be  established  as 
subsidiary  to  the  banks  in  the  country ;  bnt  hs 
would  be  sorry  to  see  them  the  only  representa- 
tives of  wealth  in  the  country.  He  thong^t 
the  proposition  before  the  House  was  a  step  ia 
a  direction  that  might  be  carried  too  far.  H« 
felt  rather  embarrassed  in  making  these  re- 
marks, as  he  knew  that  he  stood  before  the 
country  as  one  of  the  promoters  of  this  banlc 
He  regretted  that,  late  one  evening  in  the 
House,  he  had  hastily,  and  without  a  moment's 
consideration,  said  "  Yes,"  to  a  very  great 
friend  of  his,  Dr.  Logan  Campbell,  who  asked 
him  to  put  down  his  name  as  a  provisional 
trustee,  which  be  did  to  show  his  individual 
concurrence  in  the  contemplated  objects ;  but, 
on  calm  reflection  that  mght,  it  ooonrred  to 
him  that,  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Oovemment,  and  knowing  that  a  Bill  was  to 
be  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating 
the  hnuk,  he  was  not  in  a  proper  position  as  a  . 
promoter  of  the  bank  scheme.  He  therefore 
wrote  to  Dr.  Campbell  to  take  his  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford's) name  off  the  list  of  provisional  direc- 
tors ;  but  he  found  that  the  "  Stormbird  "  had 
sailed  early  next  morning  with  a  number  of 
prospectuses  on  board,  and  it  was  idle  to  with- 
draw his  name  from  the  prospectus  in  the  loeal 
papers  when  it  was  circmatea  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  He  said  this  in  explanation ;  and 
it  was  quite  possible  he  might  move  amend- 
ments to  the  measure  when  introdnoed,  al- 
though he  concurred  in  the  objects  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  WELD  said  it  was  with  that  distinet 
understanding  he  had  put  down  his  own  name. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  he  had  taken  the  same 
course  in  opposing  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  last  year  for  a  private  Bill  as  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had'  now  taken,  bnt  he 
failed  to  enlist  the  support  of  that  honomable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  BBANDON  said  the  Bill  of  last  session, 
to  which  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands  referred,  was  one  affecting  private 
interests;  but  in  the  present  case  no  vested 
right  or  private  interest  was  touched — ^no  in- 
dividual or  company  had  a  vested  right  to  the 
Ranking  business  of  the  country.  It  was  there- 
fore a  public  question,  and,  as  such,  he  sop- 
t  ported  the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
Mr.  CUATIS.was  a  promoter  of  the  ba^ 
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but  he  hoped  the  pablic  interests  wonld  be 
oatefally  gpatded. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  in  the  power  of 
ihe  Honse  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders ;  but 
it  was  desirable  this  should  be  done  as  seldom 
as  possible,  and  not  upon  trivial  occasions. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  agreed  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  a  case  ought  to  have  been 
made  out  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders;  bat  he  had  not  been  aware  that  the 
motion  would  be  necessary  until  he  came  into 
(he  House.  However,  it  was  for  the  public 
^od  he  asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
mg  Orders,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  invade 
private  rights  or  vested  interests.  The  Bill  to 
mcorporate  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  had 
passed  without  opposition  from  the  banking  in- 
terest of  the  country;  and,  as  that  was  the 
only  qnarter  from  which  opposition  might  be 
expected,  he  hoped  that  the  same  favour  would 
be  extended  to  this  measure.  At  the  same  time 
he  could  not  help  remarking  that  there  was 
more  tenderness  shown  on  this  occasion  on  the 
motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  when  the  public  interest  was  in  ques- 
tion, than  had  been  shown  last  session  when 
the  Maiiukau  Company  Bill,  which  affected 
private  rights,  and  was  a  scheme  for  the  dis- 
posal of  a  large  portion  of  the  estates  of  the 
country,  was  introduced. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIRTH  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  Bill.  He  said  the  colonists  had  long  been 
taunted  with  being  unable  to  do  anything  for 
themselves  without  asking  for  help ;  and  this 
was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  to 
remove  that  stigma.  He  was  sure  the  House 
would  render  them  every  assistance  in  its 
power. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

NATIVE  WAR. 
Mr.  WELD  moved— (1.)  That  the  establish- 
ment within  these  Islands  of  a  sovereign  au- 
thority independent  of  the  British  Crown  is 
inoom^tible  with  the  security  of  the  colonists, 
the  civilization  of  the  Natives,  and  the  welfare 
of  both  races.  (2.)  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
colony  cordially  to  second  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Imtwrial  Oovemment  for  the  assertion 
of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty,  eind  for  securing 
a  lasting  peace.  (3.)  That,  if,  unhappily,  nego- 
tiations should  fail,  this  House,  relymg  on  the 
best  practicable  provision  being  made  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property,  does  not  shrink 
from  the  consequences  of  a  resort  to  force. 
He  said  he  must  first  6ongratulate  the  House 
Mid  the  country  on  the  position  in  which  the 
question  would  be  put.  He  thought  it  was 
s  fortunate  thing  for  the  country  that  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  had  been  withdrawn,  and  that  this  ques- 
tion, which  wa^  the  gravest  that  ever  -could 
oecupy  the  New  Zealand  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  standing  before  them  alone, 
Slain,  and  unmistakable.  It  could  not  now 
e  mixed  up  with  considerations  of  a  personal 
nature — it  was  kept  clear  from  their  difier- 
«nees  on  local  or  other  politics;  and  they 
Mr.  Curtii 


might  now  hope  to  give  their  full  attantiai. 
vf  ith  the  entire  sense  of  the  deep  responsibihtjr 
involved  in  the  vote  which  they  would  be  called 
on  to  give  that  night,  to  the  question  befoie 
them.    They  should  approach  the  consideration 
of  the  question  calmly  and  temperately.    Thsy 
should  remember  that  upon  the  action  taken 
by  the  Government  now  depended  the  faite 
of  the  Europeans  for  many  years  to  come  in 
the  Northern  Island — whether  they  should  un- 
dergo a  certain  amount  of  suffering  and  secure 
permanent  peace,  or  whether,  perhaps,  by  a 
less  decided  course,  they  might    attempt  to 
make  a  peace  for  a  time,  but  which,  in  hit 
opinion,  would  lead  to  a  much  longer  and  mow 
real  amount  of  suffering  in  the  end.     But  thej 
were  not  only  to  consider  the  interests  of  the 
Europeans — they  ought  also  to  consider  the 
real  interests  of  the  Natives.    He  believed  thtt 
to  their  hands  were,  in  a  great  measure,  com- 
mitted the  interests  of  that  race ;  and  a  Ia«t 
effort  should  be  made  to  save  that  portion  ol 
the  Maori  population  which  was  now  fast  drift- 
ing into  rebellion  and  destruction.     His  own 
opinion  in  regtud  to  this  matter  had  never  de- 
viated.   He  believed  it  was  for  the  real  interests 
of  the  Natives  that  the  Oovemment  shonU 
take  a  firm  and  decided  course.    By  putting  off 
the  evil  hour  from  time  to  time  it  would  be  ait 
the  worse  when  it  at  last  came  before  them; 
and  he  asked  the  House,  therefore,  to  uphdd 
that  view  by  supporting  His  Excellency  m  his 
declaration  to  the   Waikatos.     He  hoped  tii» 
honourable  gentlemen  who  usually  opposed  the 
Government  would,  if  jiossible,   forego  party 
differences  on  this  occasion,  and  forget  theioo- 
pheoies  that  the  Home  Government  vronld  not 
support  the  course  adpoted  by  His  Excelleney 
— that  we  should  get  no  assistance  from  Eng- 
land, and  generously  unite  on  the  occasion  for 
the  good  of  the  country  by  supporting  the  reso- 
lutions, not  in  a  captious  spirit,  but  generously, 
fully,  and  freely.    The   question    before   the 
House  was  not  a  question  of  individuals  or  ot 
Ministers.     If  that  had  been  the  feeling  of 
the  Government  they  might  have  strengthened 
their  position  by  mixing  up  other  questions 
with  that  of  the  war,  on  which  they  nu^ 
have  courted  a  strong  expression  of  public  feel- 
ing in  their  favonr.    But  they  had  not  taken 
that  course.    They  had  put  aside  their  poli- 
ticly position  as  Ministers,  and  they  merely 
asked  the  House  to  assent  to  the  policy  pro- 
posed ;  and  if  they  did  so  it  was  immaterial  bj 
what  set  of  men  it  should  be  carried  out.   They 
were  willing  to  resign  their  seats  if  the  poUcy 
was  approved  of  by  the  House.    They  asked  for 
no  extended  lease  of  power:  they  only  asked 
the  House  to  commit  itself  to  what  Ministers 
believed  the  best  line  of  policy,  by  seconding 
the  generous  efforts  England  had  made  on  their 
behalf ;  and,  as  England  had  been  true  to  them, 
that  they  should  endeavour  to  be  true  to  Eng- 
land.   He  hoped,  if  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  did  not  adopt  the  course  he  had  sug- 
gested, they   would    come    forward    with  an 
amendment,  and  let  the  House  and  country 
know  their  policy.    The  Jlinistty  had  let  them 
know  their  policy,  and  the  Opposition,  if  there 
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«M  io  be  an  amendment,  onght  to  pat  their 
polioj  in  competition,  so  that  the  oonntiy 
mi^  decide  which  was  best.  There  was 
iDothar  comse,  which  he  hoped  would  not  be 
tioffai^-ot  assenting  to  the  resolutions,  but 
oot  in  a  cordial  spirit,  and  interpreting  them 
in  a  way  which  was  obviously  not  tiie  plain 
leading  of  them :  that  was  a  course  which,  if 
hononrable  gentlemen  adopted,  it  would  not 
beiat  the  good  of  the  country  or  for  the  honour 
of  the  House'.  When  he  was  preparing  the 
naolutions  some  time  since,  aided  by  another 
member  of  the  Oovemment  who  had  not  a  seat 
in  the  House,  he  saw  a  very  important  con- 
sidatation  arise  in  removing  the  point  of  con- 
tact from  Taranaki  to  the  immediate  vicinity 
<rf  Auckland — and  he  might  mention  now  that, 
^tboogh  his  honourable  colleagues  in  the 
Eooie  were  not  present  when  those  resolutions 
men  prepared,  they  entirely  approved  of  the 
'policy  adopted.  On  that  occasion  they  laid 
down  the  coarse  of  policy  that  was  now  pro- 
posed. He  mentioned  this  to  show  that  the 
Hiniitiy  had  not  attempted  to  initiate  this  line 
^inlioy  on  finding  the  feeling  of  the  House; 
fat  if  that  had  been  their  motive  they  might 
have  done  so  at  ein  earlier  period,  when  the 
feeling  in  favour  of  war  was  strong,  and  it  was 
fUffoied.  that  the  Government  ha)d  acted  with 
an  excess  of  caution,  as  their  actual  conduct 
WM  then  little  understood.  If  any  pressure 
bad  then  been  brooght  to  bear  on  the  Oo- 
wnunent  it  would  have  been  in  favour  of  war 
maasoies.  But  even  at  that  time  the  60- 
vennnent  oonsideied  that  it  was  necessary  to 
wei^  oarefnlly  the  means  at  their  disposal — to 
eoMdsr  that,  in  the  event  of  a  general  war, 
the  property  and  possibly  the  lives  of  the  out- 
aettlen  would  be  sacrificed ;  and  he  would  once 
mate  repeat  that  their  acts  were  foreshadowed 
in  the  raaolntions  thus  deliberately  arrived  at 
and  piesented  to  the  House.  He  would  not 
enter  into  a  defence  or  narrative  of  what  the 
Gonmment  thought  fit  to  do  in  Taranaki  in 
samoit  of  His  Excellency — they  would  have 
adaensnon  on  a  future  day  on  a  vote  of  want 
of  nwifldence,  to  which  occasion  the  defence  of 
the  past  acts  of  the  Ministry  would  more  pro- 
pedy  be  neerved — but,  in  fulfilment  of  a  pro> 
mist  he  had  made  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eeesioh,  he  would  say  a  few  words  on  what  was 
now.  and  had  been  the  general  policy  of  the 
Oorammait  cm  the  Native  question.  Honour- 
able members  got  up  in  dinerent  parts  of  the 
House,  and  adked  Ministers  when  they  were 
oemiiig  down  wittt  a  policy,  what  Bills  they 
*>ngoi]ig  to  introduce,  or  what  measures  they 
wet*  about  to  submit  to  the  House.  To  those 
hoooatable  members  he  would  answer  that  the 
poUey  of  the  Government  was  a  policy  that  did 
notrequire  to  be  reiterated  every  session.  They 
did  not  require  a  new  policy  every  year,  like  a 
newmit  of  clothes.  They  did  not  require,  as 
in  a  Test  Act,  to  embody  their  policy  in  resolu- 
tMU,  lAd  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  dis- 
easing tibem.  The  policy  of  the  Government 
^written  in  the  Statute  Books — it  was  found 
m  tb«  Journals  of  the  House,  and  it  was  to  be 
I  fiom  their  actions  for  a  series  of  years. 
1861— X 


It  was  first  announced  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer in  1858,  in  a  speech  which  attracted 
more  attention  in  England  at  the  time  than — 
he  was  sorzy  to  say — it  attracted  in  New  Zea- 
land. He  (Mr.  Weld)  was  in  England  at  that 
time,  and  he  found  that  tlfat  speech  occupied 
the  attention  of  publio  men  and  was  com- 
mented on  in  the  Press;  and  every  man  who 
pretended  to  form  any  opinion  on  Native  affairs 
must  study  that  speech  with  attention.  In 
that  speech  his  honourable  friend  had  laid 
down  three  lines  of  Native  policy.  There  was 
one  for  stereot3rping  Native  customs,  and  thus 
making  a  distinct  nation  of  the  Natives.  But 
that  plan  must  fail,  because  it  was  impossible 
that  by  stereotyping  barbarous  customs  wa 
could  hope  to  arrive  at  civilization — the  thin(f 
was  a  contradiction  in  itself.  There  was  a 
third  course,  whioh  was  to  impose  European 
customs  at  once  on  the  Natives.  And  to  that 
course  his  honourable  friend  had  replied  that 
civilization  was  a  plaint  which  required  time 
for  its  growth.  They  could  not  civilize  the  Na- 
tives at  once :  they  might  plant '  civilization 
among  them,  but  to  be  successful  the  desire 
for  civilized  institutions  must  arise  from  ap- 
preciation of  their  advantages  by  the  Natives 
themselves.  The  medium  course  was  that 
adopted  by  his  honourable  ooUeague,  and  whioh 
the  Government  had  endeavoured  to  carry  into 
effect  by  a  series  of  Acts  passed  in  185&— the 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act,  which  provided  for 
the  administration  of  justice  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Natives ;  the  Native  Districts  Regu- 
lation Act,  which  was  the  commencement  of  an 
orgatkization  for  self-government  founded  upon 
the  concurrence  of  the  Natives  themselves ;  and 
the  Native  Territorial  Bights  Bill,  which,  in  his 
(Mr.  Weld's)  opinion,  was  the  most  valuable  of 
all,  althou||h  he  did.  not  then  agree  with  its 
entire  details.  He  believed  that  had  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Bill  been  carried  out  they  would 
have  got  rid  of  their  difficulties  regar^g  the 
laud-purchase  system  by  instituting  a  better 
system,  giving  the  Natives  power  to  indi- 
vidualize their  titles  in  land.  That  Bill  was 
disallowed  by  the  Home  Government,  Lord 
Carnarvon  objecting  in  his  despatch  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  measure.  The  consequence  had 
been  that  the  efforts  of  the  Ministry  in  that 
direction  w^  thwarted  by  the  Home  Go- 
vernment, which  still  held  its  old  opinions  re- 
garding dealings  in  Native  land ;  and  the  Minis- 
try were  placed  in  the  position  of  bearing  the 
attacks  of  their  opponents  upon  measures  which 
they  had  done  eJl  in  their  power  to  subvert — 
attacks  based,  not  on  their  policy,  but  on  a 
state  of  things  for  which  they  endeavoured  to 
substitute  a  better  system.  Such  was  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  He  would  say  also,  with 
respect  to  the  other  Acts,  that  they  had  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  them  into  operation.  The 
first  great  difficulty  was  the  want  of  money; 
the  second  great  d^GSculty  was  the  want  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  Natives  them- 
selves. Eor  his  own  part,  he  believed  what 
was  wanted  was  not  fresh  legislation.    In  the 

E resent  state  of  the  country  little  could  be  done 
y  legislation.     He  believed  there  had  been 
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nearly  sufficient  legislation  now.  Bnt  he  did 
Hot  say  that,  if  they  got  the  power  into  their 
own  hands  of  dealing  with  the  waste  lands  and 
acting  on  the  principle  of  the  Native  Territorial 
Bights  Bill,  it  might  not  be  desirable  to  have 
further  legislation  on  the  subject.  From  all 
parts  of  the  country  he  was  constantly  receiving 
letters  from  Natives  complaining  of  the  diffi- 
culty they  experienced  in  getting  Crown  grants 
for  their  lands.  Disputes  were  frequently  oc- 
curring between  the  Natives  and  Europeans  re- 
garding titles  to  land.  At  the  present  moment 
there  wias  a  difficulty  of  this  nature  between 
the  Natives  of  Hawke's  Bay  and  the  settlers, 
■which  he  was  desirous  of  remedying  if  he  had 
the  jKJwer  of  dealing  with  it.  But  what  they 
really  wanted  was  to  effect  good  for  that  TOr- 
tion  of  the  Natives  who  were  still  loyal.  For 
this  purpose  they  wanted  men  and  money. 
Men  they  might  'get;  but  for  money  they 
■were  stopped  at  every  turn.  Government  was 
anxious  to  have  introduced  into  the  Barawa 
Tribe — which,  with  the  Ngapuhi,  were  among 
the  most  loyal  Natives  in  the  north  of  New 
Zealand — such  a  system  of  local  self-govern- 
ment as  might  legally  be  devised  under  the 
Native  Districts  Begulation  Act.  They  were 
stopped  on  account  of  want  of  money.  Now, 
the  Maoris  were  a  shrewd,  quick  race  m  money 
matters,  and  they  not  unnaturally  complained 
that  the  General  Assembly  and  Provincial 
Councils  were  paid,  but  that  when  the  Natives 
Tendered  the  public  services  required  they  were 
not  paid  anything.  Money  was  wanted  for 
that  purpose ;  and  there  was  also  great  want  of 
funds  for  medical  assistance  in  hospitals.  Now 
it  was  said  that  Native  Magistrates  would  re- 
move many  evils;  but  if  the  Waikatos  were 
ready  to  receive  such  a  Magistrate  now  the 
Government  had  not  the'  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  pay  him.  At  Kaipara  there  was  a 
demand  for  a  Native  Magistrate,  but  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  money  to  pay  him.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  talking  and  measures,  but  of  coin. 
If  the  Natives  wore  to  be  civilized  by  European 
laws  and  customs  there  must  bo  a  much  larger 
«xpenditure  than  had  yet  been  made — ^not  for 
the  purpose  of  making  presents  here  and  there : 
it  must  be  for, encouraging  them  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  agricultural  schools  and  training 
them  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Another  thing 
for  which  they  wanted  money  was  the  forma- 
tion of  roads.  Natives  came  to  him  and  said 
they  were  willing  to  make  roads  if  he  (Mr. 
■Weld)  would  only  give  money  to  help  to  do  it. 
Natives,  again,  talked  to  him  of  a  desire  to  in- 
dividualize the  titles  to  their  land,  if  he  could 
only  get  surveyors  to  make  the  necessary  sur- 
veys. And  on  this  subject  he  wished  to  say 
that  if  he  remained  in  office  as  Native  Minister 
lie  would  ask  the  House  to  sanction  a  larger 
expenditure  for  that  purpose,  and  thus  benefit 
tho  Natives.  He  had  made  these  remarks 
chiefly  with  regard  to  those  tribes  who  were  still 
loyal.  There  were  other  tribes  among  whom 
disaffection  was  increasing  day  by  day — a  dis- 
affection fanned  by  those  feelings  of  distrust  of 
Hia  E.vcelleucy  the  Governor  which  had  been 
so  sedulously  instilled  into  their  minds  that  it 
Mr.  Weld 


was  iippossible  to  persuade  the  Natives  that 
in  any  measure  proposed  for  their  good,  in  any 
ultimatum  for  peace.  His  Excellency's  inten- 
tions were  true  and  honest,  that  he  meant  their 
good,  and  would  carry  out  what  he  promised; 
because  it  had  been  hitherto  sedulously  instilled 
into  the  Native  mini  that  he  intended  to  Bei« 
their  land,  and  to  destroy  and  injure  them,  ael- 
ing  under  the  pressure  of  the  colonists,  who 
were  their  enemies.    It  would  be  impossible  to 
expect  any  other  effect  on  the  Native  mind 
from  such  a  coarse  of  proceeding  as  he  bid 
referred  to ;  it  was  only  human  nature  to  be 
justly  and  seriously  alarmed  by  it.    He  wu 
aware  that  the  Waikato  Committee's  report 
was    constantly  referred   to   as    if   they  onlj 
wanted  a  little  more  law  and  a  few  more  Nv 
tive  Magistrates  and  the  King  movement  sod 
all  that  followed  from  it  would  be  no  more. 
He  knew  it  was  a  bold  thing  to  say  in  tiai 
House,  but  he  did  not  shrink  from  saying  it— 
that  he  could  not  concur  in  that  view.    The 
Ministry  upheld  Mr.  Fenton's  views  ;  they  wen 
identical  with  those  proposed  by  the  Coloniil 
Treasurer,  and  he  would  have  continued  to  hold 
them  if  it  had  been  possible.     But  when  the 
Native  chiefs — the  sajne'  chiefs  who  were  now 
heads  of  the  King  movement,  and  not  the  I071I 
chiefs — put  a  pressure  upon  the  Government 
by  warning  them  that  if  Mr.  Fenton  ws«  net 
withdrawn  there  would  be  war.  His  Excellency 
had  a  justification,  whether  he  acted  wisely  ot 
not,  for  the  course  he  then  pursued.    He  (Ur. 
Weld)  believed  that  if  Mr.  Fenton  had  been 
kept  in  the  Waikato  country  the  result  would 
have  been  war.    He  did  not  say  that  it  wonM 
not  have  been  a  most  excellent  cause  for  which 
to  have  gone  to  war,  but  he  entirely  dissented 
from  the  view  so  often  expressed,  that  if  the 
experiment  had  been  gone   on  with  it  would 
have  resulted  in  peace.    He  had  great  respect 
for  the  Waikato  Committee's  report,  but  tneie 
was  a  larger   book   to   be    referred   to  than 
that.    He  looked  at  the  broad  page  of  histoij 
in  this  matter;  and  he  thought  they  eopM 
not    point    to    a    single    instance    in   whidi 
men  in  a  semi-civilized   state,   being  brought 
into  contact  with  men  of  superior  cnltivatiai. 
'ever  merged  into  the  superior  race  nntil  it  had 
shown  not  only  its  superiority  in  arts,  but  a 
arms.    He  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  act  as  if  that  were  not  the 
case ;  but  when  they  saw  the  same  phenome- 
non reproducing  itself  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  in  all  times,  surely  it  was  taking  a  mioio- 
Ecopic  view  to  say  that  the  introduction  of  t 
Magistrate  or  two  would  alter  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  almost  an  unalterable  rule  of  human 
nature.    He  was  willing  to  extend  eveiy  pos- 
sible benefit  to  the  Natives ;  but,  while  endea- 
vouring to  raise  them  by  the  means  indicated, 
we  should  not  neglect  what  hitherto  had  been 
so    little    attended  to  —  the   interests  of  the 
weak.    It  had  been  too  often  the  case  in  this 
country,  from  the  limited  means  at  their  dii- 
posal,  that  the  Government  was  placed  in  the 
undesirable  position  of  negleeting  their  friends 
and  truckling  to  their  enemies.    For  the  futoie, 
with  more  means  at  their  disposal,  they  wooli 
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take  the   more   straightfonraid   and   manly 
toaiae,  which  should  have  been  taken  from  the 
lieguming.    He  had  stated  his  opiDion  before 
in  the  House,  and  he  now  repeated  his  belief, 
tbat  almost  all  their  present  difficulties  would 
haTe  been  avoided  if  in  the  commencement 
.  the  British  Government  had  occupied  the  ooun- 
tty  in  force,  and,  instead  of  going  throagh  a 
ioon,  bad  made  the  sovereignty  real.    That 
vould  only  have  been  accomplished  by  showing 
British  force  and  power  alongside  of  British 
justice  and  mercy,  and  thus  the  Native  race, 
a  portion  of  which,  at  least,  he  would  almost 
ta,y,  was  drifting  rapidly  along  to  its  ruin  would 
have  been  saved.    But  it  was  better  even  now 
to  take  that  firm  stand  indicated  by  the  reso- 
lutions than  to  go  on  from  year  to  year,  striving 
b;  temporizing  to  tide  over  the  difficulties  that 
ruToonded  the  Government.    There  would  be 
difficulties  to  overcome  and  sacrifices  to  be 
made;  bat  they  would  only  increase  by  delay. 
There  was  a  better   chance  at  the  present 
moment  of  saving  the  Natives  than  there  would 
be  in  five  or  six  years,  when  we  should  find  our- 
selves face  to  face,  not  only  with  the  tribes  to 
the  south  of  Auckland,  but  possibly  with  those 
also  who  were  now  loyal  subjects.     If  the  Na- 
tives found  that  the  Government  had  given  up 
its  pre-eminent  position,  he  would  be  much 
mistaken  if  the  loyal  Natives  did  not  turn  round 
against  the  Government.    Now  some  of   the 
Natives  were  their  friends ;  then  there  would 
not  be  a  Native  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Island  with  them.    They  could  not  but  expect  it 
if  they  were  not  tme  to  themselves,  and  f  e^ed 
to  take  that  firm  and  dignified  position  which 
befitted  the  nation  to  which  they  belonged,  and 
which  had  most  nobly  come  to  their  relief.    The 
much-vexed  question  as  to  the  real  character 
ef  the  King  movement  was,  he  thought,  oom- 
pletely  pat  at  rest  by  the  letters  which  had 
beeq  published  from   William  Thompson  and 
the  lunanga,  and  no  arguments  were  needed 
upon  that  subject.     The  thing  that  was  meant 
by  it  was  clear   and   beyond  a  doubt   now. 
They  had  it  in  the  runanga's  letter,  which 
was  covered  by    a  top-dressing  of  European 
ideas,  if  not  something  more ;  but  in  Thomiv 
son's  letter  the  Maori   idea  showed  itself  vn- 
mistakably  through    the    Kuropean  covering. 
He  (Thompson)  meant  most  distinctly  a  Maori 
nationality.    Now,  he  (Mr.  Weld)  did  not  deny 
that  the  man   argued   with    some  degree  of 
justice  from  his  own  point  of  view ;  and  he  did 
not  speak  without  some  respect  for  him,  for 
possibly  ho  was  right,  even  from  our  point  of 
view :  but  if  we  were  carried  away  by  any  maud- 
lin sentiment  for  nationalities,  it  would  really 
entail  the  ruin  of  the  Native  race  and  the  ruin 
also  of  the  colony  for  many  years  to  come ;  and 
t){cn,  in  allowing  ourselves  to  bo  carried  away 
by  sach  sentiments  we  should  be  abandoning 
our  duties  as  subjects  of  the  Queen  and  mem- 
bers of  a  colony  with  a  free  Constitution.    He 
did  not  desire  to  detain  the  House  longer:  but 
he  wished  to  say,  if  any  honourable. member 
proposed  a  verbal  alteration  which  would  not 
affect  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions,  he  would 
offer  no  opposition ;  bat  the  Government  would 


not  submit  to  any  amendment  which  wotild 
modify  the  resolutions  in  any  essential  par- 
ticular. He  believed  the  meaning  of  the  re- 
solutions was  plain.  There  was  one  word — 
"negotiation"  —  which  required  explanation. 
By  negotiation  he  did  not  tmderstand  any 
future  suggestion  with  the  view  of  coming  to 
any  compromise.  They  did  not  consider  at  the 
present  moment  every  avenue  as  closed  to  the 
acceptance  of  those  terms  proposed  by  His  Ex- 
cellency; but  they  would  insist  fully  upon 
those  terms  being  carried  fint.  The  Govern- 
ment took  their  stand  there,  and  would  stand 
or  fall  by  them.  They  did  not  say  the  moment 
for  action  had  arrived—"  Yes  "  or  "  No  " ; — that 
was  a  question  into  which  many  elements 
entered,  and  which  it  was  not  for  the  House  pro- 
perly to  decide — but  the  Ministry  did  say  that 
the  Governor,  with  their  full  concurrence,  had 
taken  a  certain  stand  a«  defined,  and  from  that 
stand  they,  at  least,  wirald  never  advise  him  to 
recede.  [The  honourable  gentleman  concluded 
by  appealing  to  the  House  to  consider  the  good 
of  the  country,  and  not  to  think  of  individuals, 
as  the  Ministry  were  quite  willing  to  resign 
office  if  a  majority  disapproved  of  their  gonenl 
policy,  provided  that  the  policy  now  proposed 
was  affirmed  by  the  vote  of  that  evening.] 

Mr.  STAFFORD  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CABLETON  suggested  that  the  resolu- 
tions should  be  put  separately. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  assented. 

Mr.  WELD  then  proposed  the  first  resolu- 
tion. 

The  House  divided. 

There  being  only  one  teller  for  the  "  Noes," 
Mr.  SPEAKER  declared,  "The  'Ayes'  have  it." 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  had  cried  "  No." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honourable  member 
gave  his  voice  with  the  "Noes"  when  the  ques- 
tion was  put  from  the  chair,  his  name  must 
now  be  taken  down  as  voting  a|;ainst  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  McGLASHAN  flaid  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka  had  told  him  to  say  "No," 
which  he  did,  after  the  resolution  had  been 
put ;  but  he  was  sure  the  Speaker  did  not  hear 
him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honourable  member 
will  be  good  enough  to  answer  the  question 
put  to  him :  did  he  say  "  No  "  to  the  question 
put  from  the  chair? 

Mr.  McGLASHAN.— No. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELD  moved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
colony  cordially  to  second  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Imperial  Government  for  the  assertion 
of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty,  and  for  sectiring 
a  lasting  peace. 

Mr.  FIRTH.- Sir,  I  could  have  wished  that, 
in  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions  that 
have  been  submitted  to  the  House,  the  Native 
Minister  had  assured  the  House  in  a  manner 
more  distinct  that  this  matter  is  an  Imperial 
question.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  at 
large  into  the  question,  as  already  more  than 
enongh  has  been  said  and  written  about  it,  and 
I  ^uul  confine  my  remarks  to  the  amendinent. 
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X  take  this  opportimitjr,  at  ataiting,  to  give  the 
Hotue  an  occasion  of  nnderetanmng  how  the 

tnestion  really  lies.    I  think  there  oan  be  no 
onbt  in  the  mind  of  any  honourable  member 
of  this  House,  any  more  than  in  that  of  the 
oolonists  themselves,  that  we  have  a  fair  claim 
to  expect  the  expenses  of  this  war  to  be  borne 
t^  the  Imperial  Government.    We  oame  here 
under  the  idea  that  this  was  a  British  colony, 
ftnd  we  expected — in  the  plain  meaning  of  those 
words — that  wherever  the  union  jack  was  float- 
ing the  power  of  Britain  woold  be  with  it.    We 
came  here  to  work,  and  not  to  fight.     We 
expected,  then,  that,  in  any  contingency  that 
might  arise,  while  we  should  be  prepared,  every 
man,  to  do  his  duty,  England  would  do  hers 
also,  and  wo  never  considered  that  we  should 
be  abandoned  in  a  war  of  this  character,  which 
may,  for  all  we  know,  end  in  a  life-and-death 
struggle.     As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  we  are 
justified  in  this  positicm  by  the  opinions  of  the 
Imperial  authorities  themselves.    This  quarrel 
has  arisen  entirely  on  the  Native  question, 
^e  Imperial  Government  have  over  and  over 
■sain  asserted  their  sole  authori^  in  Native 
aaairs,  and  have  prevented  us,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion Act  under  wnich  we  are  now  sitting,  from 
interfering  with  such  matters.     In  many  de- 
spatches from  the  various  Secretaries  of  State 
for  the   Colonies   who  have   held   office   for 
the  last  twelve  years  we  have  been  informed 
over  and  over  again  that  these  Native  matters 
are  no  business  of  ours ;  &ad  this  reason  has 
been  given :  that,  in  case  of  any  disturbance 
arising,  the  Imperial  Government  would  be 
oaUed  upon  for  supplies  of  military  and  naval 
foroes  to  quell  it.     Up  to  this  point  the  mat- 
ter remains  an  Imperial  question,  and  it  is  for 
this  House  to  say  authoritatively  that  such  it 
■hall  continue  to  remain;  and  in  saying  that 
I  believe  I  only  express  the  feelings  of  every 
member  of  this  House.     But,  while  we  insist 
on  England  redeeming  her  pledges  made  to  us, 
direct  or  indirect,  not  one  of  us  intends  to 
■hirk  our  full  share  of  duty  in  this  great  matter. 
I  should  have  l>een  glad  if,  on  this  particular 
occasion,  the  House  had  been  unanimous  on 
(his  point;  for  on  the  great  question  of  the 
supremacy  the  House   has   ahpeady  given   a 
unanimous  decision  that  there  can  be  no  other 
sovereignty  in  this  colony  bat  that  of  Queen 
Victoria.    I  should  have   been  glad  if  there 
oould  have  been  a  like  unanimous  expression  of 
opinion  upon  the  other  portions  of  tiie  matter 
Which  it  is  necessary  to  pronounce  upon  this 
evening.    I  feel  glad,  however,  that  this  much 
has  been  said  upon  the  grand  question.    It  will 
now  go  Home  that  there   is  no  division  of 
opinion  on  this  matter  ;  that,  no  matter  who 
may  have  the  confidence  of  the  House,  whether 
it  00  my  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of  the 
Govenunent  or  my  honourable  friend  at  the 
bead  of  the  Opposition,  all  are  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  authority  of  the  Ciown.    I  should  have 
been  glad  had  the  resolutions  to  which  I  pro- 
pose an  amendment  been  a  little  more  explicit 
on  the  one  point  I  am  most  anxious  to  bring 
out — the  liability  of  the  Imperial  Govemmenbto 
■  fay  the  expenses  of  this  war.    It  may  to  many 
Mr,  Firth 


hononraUe  gentlemen  appear  a  mere  matter  of 
pounds,  shilUngs,  and  pence ;  but  to  the  hard- 
working settlers  of  the  colony  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  little  importance.    It  is  an  easy  matter  for 
us  when  facing  a  great  danger  to  commit  our- 
selves, to  say  we  are  prepared  to  pay  any  prioe 
to  have  the  assistance  necessary  for  the  presei- 
vation  of  our  lives  and  property  ;  but  these  are 
precisely  the  moments  when  we  should  be  most 
careful  of  what  we  say,  for  in  reading  despatohes- 
bom  Home  I  find  the  authorities  there  are 
ready  enough  to  take  advantage  of  any  saoli 
expression  of  opinion  given  by  the  colony,  and 
of  course  they  are  not  to  blame  for  doing  m>. 
It  is  my  only  object  to  have  an  unmistalnblfr 
expression  on  the  part  of  this  House  that,  while- 
the  House,  speaking  on  the  part  of  the  oolonj,. 
declares  that  we  are  prepared  to  do  our  duty, 
we  expect  England  will  do  hers.    I  shall  not- 
enter  mto  the  general  question,  as  there  wiU' 
doubtless  be  opportunities  sufficient  during  this- 
Parliament  for  any  honourable  gentleman  to 
express  his  opinion.    I  shall  therefore  satisfy 
myself  with  moving,  as  an  amendment.  That- 
all  the  words  after  the  word  "  That "  be  omitted, 
with  a  view  to  insert  the  following  in  lien 
thereof  :    "if,  unhappily,  negotiations  should 
fail,  this  House,  relying  on  the  best  practicable' 
provision  being  made  for  the  protection  of  life 
and  property,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  colony  cordiallv  to  second  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Imperial  6ovemment  for  the  assertico 
of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty  and  for  semudnga- 
lasting  peace." 

Colonel  NIXON  seconded  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELD  withdrew  the  third  resolntioa  of 
the  series. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  sevenr 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  SOlh  June,  1861. 


Commlksioneis'  Powers  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfmakxb  took  the  chair  at  two> 
o'clock. 

PSATKBS. 

COMMISSIONERS'  POWERS  BELL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  brought  up  thi> 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  CkMn- 
missioners'  Powers  Bill. 

The  Commissioners'  Powers  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and  reported  to  .th» 
Council  with  amendments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE   OP  RBPRBSBNTATTVBS. 
Thunday,  SOth  June,  1861. 


nil  Prarogktlve  ot  Ueroy— Weights  and  HeaBnroB 
todinanoB— Select  Oommltte«— Matire  Wai^Be- 
tDDa— Audit  Gommlttee. 


Ui.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chaii  at  twelve  o'olook. 

PBiTEBS. 

BOYAL  PREBOOATIVE  OF  HEBCY. 
Mr.  CUBTIS  asked  the  Colonial  Seotetary, 
U  ibe  Ooreniment  have  received  any  infot- 
mation  of  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington 
having  on  a  late  oocasion  ezeroised  the  BcmJ 
pengatiTe  of  mercy.  He  had  received  infor- 
fflatjoniiom  vanous  qnaitera  that  on  a  late  oo- 


1ft.  FOX  objected  on  a  point  of  oidw  to  the 
intndDotion  of  any  debataUe  observations  in 
aakiig  a  question.  The  question  as  it  appeared 
■on  flie  Onler  Paper  was  intelligible  enough  for 
tbe  Ooremment  to  understand  it,  and  there- 
bn  needed  no  further  explanation. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  was  not  wishing  to  make  it  a 
■natter  of  debate.  He  had  intended  to  move  for 
the  papers,  which  were  probably  thoee  whioh 
the  hooourable  member  for  Wellington  (Dr. 
Featheiston)  had  given  notice  to  move  for.  He 
would  jnst  state  that  he  wished  to  have  an 
^ndanation  as  to  whether  Government  had  any 
information  of  a  magisterial  decision  having 
iteta  reversed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lingtan  without  any  consultation  of  the  Kagis- 
4ates. 

Mr.  BENAIX.— It  is  aU  a  hoazi 

Mr.  a  W.  BICHMON0  replied  that  papers 
lad  been  received  which  seemed  to  show  that 
<be  Superintendent  of  Wellington  had  ezeroised 
4he  prerogative  of  mercy. 

VEIOHTS  AND  MEASURES  OBDINANGE. 
Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  asked  the  Colonial 
:8eeratary.  Whether  it  is  tiie  intention  of  the 
"QoTsmment  to  introduce  any  measure  for 
-  .makiiig  the  present  Weights  and  Measures 
■Otdinance,  Session  VII.,  No.  10,  applicable  to 
.the  nle  of  precious  metals  7  'Be  observed  that 
-many  persons  felt  it  of  great  importance  that 
there  should  be  a  standard  of  weights  applio- 
4tl>le  to  the  gold-scales. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  had  no  doubt  that  a  cor- 
rect standard  of  scales  would  be  a  benefit,  and 
he  was  therefore  happy  in  being  able  to  pro- 
mise the  hoDonrable  member  that  some  mea- 
mie  with  Oiat  object  would  be  introdneed. 

SELECT  COMMITTBE. 
liiw  PBAcnnomBs  Bnx. — Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Bnodon,  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond,  Mr.  Domett, 
Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  RnsseU. 

NATIVE  WAR. 
Ur.  W.  W.  TAYXjOR  moved.  That  the  copy 
•*l  despatches  from  Sir  William  Denison  to  His 
'flaoe  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  8th  June, 
I860,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter' from  Sir 
WiUiam  Deniaon  to  His  Bzcelleney  Govemer 
&awiie,  dated  16th  May,  1860,  whioh  h«ve 


been  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House,  be  printed 
He  (Mr.  Taylor)  could  assure  the  House  that 
considerable  attention  had  been  drawn  to  these 
documents,  though  their  production  had  met 
with  opposition  from  the  Treasury  bench. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  in  reply,  that  tha 
honourable  member  was  not  warranted  in  stat- 
ing that  he  had  received  opposition  from  the 
Treasury  bench.  On  the  motion  for  the  pro- 
duction  of  papers  to  whioh  the  hononrabl* 
gentleman  referred  the  question  of  despatchea 
tram  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  never  been 
mentioned.  It  was  the  first  time  that  any 
reference  to  such  a  despatch  had  been  made. 
In  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  8th  June,  the 
Qovemment  did  object  to  the  motion  that  an 
Eiddress  should  be  presented  to  His  Excellency 
requesting  him  to  produce  a  private  letter ;  but 
they  left  it  entiraly  to  the  House,  and  the 
honourable  member's  motion  was  negatived 
without  the  members  of  the  Government  giving 
their  voices  either  for  or  against  it.  At  the 
same  time  they  informed  the  honourable  ment- 
ber  how  the  mformation  he  sought  could  b« 
obtained  without  calling  upon  His  ExceUen<9 
to  produce  a  portion  of  a  private  correspond- 
ence the  rest  of  which  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  place  up<ni  the  table.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  beside  the  mark  when  he  said  he  had 
received  opposition  from  Ministers  touching 
the  production  of  the  letter  of  the  8th  June. 

Mr.  FTTZHERBERT  said  though  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  had  not  shown  opposi- 
tion, they  had  thrown  obstacles  in  the  wa^. 
Thrice  had  his  honourable  friend  been  baffled  m 
his  attempt;  but  he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  hoped  he 
would  persevere  till  he  succeeded. 

Hon  MKHBKBS. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HAIjIj  said,  many  honourable  gentlemen 
cried  out,  "  Hear,  hear : "  he  only  wished  that 
down  there  he  could  hear. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  having  amended  hit 
motion  by  making  it  read  "  despatch  "  instead 
of  "  despatches," 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BETUBN8. 

Mr.  FOX  begged  leave,  without  notice,  to 
ask  the  Government  when  the  returns  would  be 
down  whioh  had  been  orctered  by  the  House — 
namely,  papers  relative  to  the  Native  Land 
Purchase  Department  and  the  war  expendi- 
ture. The  Olerk  had  just  informed  him  that 
the  former  was  already  on  the  table.  He  ob- 
served that  the  Govemm«it  laid  these  papers 
on  the  .table  in  such  a  quiet  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent honourable  members  from  knowing  the 
nature  of  them.  The  returns  he  more  par- 
ticularly wished  for  were  returns  of  the  war  ex- 
penses, before  he  proceeded  with  his  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  replied  that  some  of  the 
returns  asked  for  could  not  be  supplied  without 
an  application  to  the  Imperial  authorities.  He 
had  received  a  reply  from  the  Governor  which 
informed  him  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
getting  at  the  total  expenditure  without  on 
application  to  the  Home  Government,  as  there 
was  no  compiled  statement  of  the  war  expendi- 
tnn  in  the  eolony.   The  returns  of  the  OoloniiUl 
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Qorenunent  expenditnre  wonld  be  toaAj  by  to- 
akOROw  oi  the  next  sittiiig-day ;  bat  the  oUien 
then  wae  no  possibility  of  getting,  except  in 
the  way  he  had  before  stated. 

Hr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  annonnoed  his  in- 
tention of  making  a  Financial  Statement  next 
Wednesday  evening,  and  said  he  felt  sot^ 
be  was  Jiot  in  his  place  last  evening  when  his 
hononiable  friend  tne  member  for  the  Northezp 
Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  put  his  question  relative 
to  the  tarifi,  as  he  e^ould  have  asked  him  to 
postpone  it,  as  it  could  not  be  explained  in  an- 
swering a  question. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  proceeded  to 
Vba  election  of  the  Audit  Committee  under  the 
provisions  of  "  The  Audit  Act,  1858 ; "  and,  the 
Mdlot  having  been  taken,  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  and  Mr.  'White  were  declared  duly 
elected  to  serve  on  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  nominated  Mr.  Onrtis  Chair- 
man  of  the  Audit  Committee. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-x>ast  one  o'clock 
p.m.  

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  31st  June,  1861. 


Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham— Third  Beading— First 
Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Fbatsbs. 

PETITION  OP  A.  B.  ABRAHAM. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  RICH- 
MOND, the  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham  was 
-adopted  by  the  Council. 

THIRD  READING. 
Commissioners'  Powers  Bill. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
'    Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  glsl  June,  1861. 


Protection  and  Compensation  of  Settlers— Civil  Ser- 
vice Amendment  Bill— Select  Committees— Boyal 
Prerogative  of  Mercy— Native  War— Intestate 
Natives  Succession  Bill— Advances  to  Agents  Bill 
— I^nd  BMistry  Amendment  Bill  —  Survey  Cor- 
rection Bill. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PSATKBS. 

PROTECTION   AND  COMPENSATION  OF 

SETTLERS. 
..   Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  that  the  question 
jie.was  about  to  put  arose  out  of  the  resolutions 
Mr.  Stafford 


recently  powed  by  the  House.  He  did  not  wish 
it  to  be  anderstood  by  the  first  part  of  hi* 
inqaii;^  tbt^t  he  referred  in  any  vray  to  militaiy 
operations.    He  thoaght  it  was  desirable  that 
the  settlers — especially  those  most  likely  to  be- 
affected  should  tBe  Government  make  up  theit 
minds  that  negotiations  had  failed  and  that  it 
is  necessary  to  resort  to  extreme  means — should 
be  assured  as  to  what  measiires  had  been  takes 
for  their  refuge,  in  any  places  to  which  they 
might  be  suddenly  called  in.    They  could  not- 
tell  when  the  Qovmment  might  bring  theii 
minds  to  the  point  that  negotiations  had  failed 
— ^it  might  be  a  day,  a  week,  or  three  months; 
bnt  the  settlers  wonld  feel  more  secure  if  the; 
knew,  on  such  an  alternative  arising,  that  pre- 
parations had  been  made  for  tHeir  reception,  so 
that  in  removing  themselves  from  one  form  of 
death  they  mi^t  not  be  placed  in  circum- 
stances which  would  lead  to  it  in  another  fonn. 
They  reooUeoted  the  hardships  endured  by  the 
settlers  of  Taranaki  when  they  were  called  in, 
by  the  troops  on  their  sudden  arrival  there,  and 
by  the  animals  to  be  used  by  the  troops,  be- 
cause of  no  provision  having  been  made  for 
their  shelter  prior  .to  their  arrival.    To  this 
question,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  turn  their  attention,  if  they  had  not 
already  done  so.    With  reference  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  this  was  the  season  of  the 
year  when  the  farmers  were  employed  in  pre- 
paring for  next  season's  crops ;  but,  owing  ta 
the  resolutions  of  the  other  nighti  their  mmd> 
would  be  in  a  state  of  disquiet  and  indecisioB 
as  to  whether  they  should  or  should  not  pro- 
ceed in  their  further  operations  while  the  qnes- 
tion  of  peace  or  war  was  pending.    If,  howevel^ 
they  believed  that  the  Government  contem- 
plated making  compensation  for  their  losssf^ 
they  wonld  feel  more  assured  in  going  on  and 
leaving  the  matter  to  its  results.     Then  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  every  representa- 
tive in  that  House,  of  the  Middle  as  well  as  of 
the  Northern  Island,  should  know  from  whence 
that  compensation  was  to  come  —  from  the 
Colonial  or  from  the   Imperial  Government. 
Those  were  his  reasons  for  putting  this  ^es- 
tion  BO  soon  afteir  the  passing  of  the  resolutions. 
He  therefore  begged  to  ask  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, In  the  event  of  its  being  considered  necet- 
sary  to  resort  to  force  for  the  assertion  of  Bet 
Majesty's  sovereignty,  what  provision  does  His 
Excellency's  Government  propose  to  make  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
settlers  in  the  Northern  Island;  also,  if  pro- 
perty belonging   to  such   settlers   should  b« 
destroyed,  whether  it  has  been  considered  as  to 
the  source— Imperial  or  Colonial — from  which 
compensation  for  such  losses  should-  be  pro- 
vided? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  wording  of  the 
question  had  misled  the  Government  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  mover,  for  it  appeared  at  first 
sight  to  point  to  military  operations.  Tha 
honourable  member  having  disclaimed  that  in- 
tention, the  subjects  contained  in  the  questioa 
were  very  fitting  ones  for  any  honourable  mem- 
ber to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to. 
Should  oirciimstRnoes  arise  requiring  famili»» 
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to  leoehre  protection  apart  from  their  homes,  a 
amllar  protection  would  be  famished  to  that 
giraD  to  the  Taranaki  refngees  at  Nelson.  If 
the  honourable  member  thought  that  a  s\:£B- 
dent  amount  of  protection  could  not  be  aSorded 
by  the  military  power  of  the  colony,  it  was  per- 
fectly open  for  any  honourable  member  to 
bring  that  as  a  motion  before  the  House,  and 
any  attempt  to  do  so  would  receive  no  opposi- 
tion from  the  Government.  As  to  the  sources 
of  compensation,  when  compensation  could  be 
fairly  claimed,  he  had  not  the  least  hope  that 
(be  Imperial  Oovenmient  would  recognize  any 
claim  on  them  for  that.  The  Qovemment 
-would  not  oppose  the  claim  being  made  ;  but 
he  did  not  beueve  it  could  be  nMde  with  any 
sncoess.  The  question  had  been  raised  last  ses- 
sion by  the  then  honourable  member  for  the 
Townof  Christchurch,  and  precedents  had  been 
examined  without  finding  anything  on  which 
a  claim  on  the  Imperial  funds  could  be  based. 
Bat  there  was  one  precedent  which  had  escaped 
obeerration  last  session.  A  venr  analogous  case 
to  that  of  New  Plymouth,  or  of  any  other  place 
that  might  hereafter  be  so  circumstanced,  had 
occtmed  at  the  Cape,  where,  on  iridiTidual 
claims  for  compensation  being  pointed  out,  the 
Home  QoTemment  recognized  the  waste  lands 
as  a  means  of  compensation ;  and  waste  lands 
were  accordingly  granted,  but  not  a  penny  from 
the  Imperial  funds :  and  applications  from  New 
Zealand  were  no  mora  likely  to  meet  with  suc- 
cess than  applications  from  the  Cape  or  any 
other  places. 

CIYIL  SERVICE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  in  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill, 
said  the  Legislature  had  already  passed  a  law 
on  this  subject,  which  had  not  operated  so  sue- 
ceisfnlly  as  was  expected  when  it  was  intro- 
inced.  The  fact  was  this :  There  were,  all  over 
the  colony,  persons  who  had  been  a  consider- 
able length  of  time  in  the  service  of  the  Go- 
vnnment;  and  the  duties  of  the  departments 
to  which  they  were  originally  apjrainted  bad  so 
ineteased  that,  in  many  cases,  it  was  beyond 
theii  ability  properly  to  accomplish,. with  the 
boility  and  despatch  required  for  publio  busi- 
ness, the  duties  required  of  them,  but  at  the 
same  time  there  was  no  reason  to 'complain  of 
their  assiduity.  The  Government  therefore 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
public  service,  that  these  persons  should  be 
replaced  by  others  ;  but  they  could  not  dismiss 
aj^  turn  them  adrift  without  a  superannua- 
tion allowance,  which  under  the  present  law 
oould  not  be  obtained  without  a  medical  certi- 
ficate that  they,  were  incompetent  to  discharge 
their  duties.  But  in  a  hcnJthy  climate  like 
this  such  a  certificate  Would  not  perhaps  be 
fsnerally  obtainable  till  extreme  old  age.  This 
Bill  therefore  provided  that,  after  certain  years' 
service,  it  might  be  intimated  to  them  that 
they  might  retire  without  a  medical  certificate, 
receiving  only  half  of  the  allowance  receivable 
vith  a  certificate.  The  Bill  also  provided  for  a 
slight  increase  in  the  scale  of  allowances  for 
those  who  had  served  an  extended  number  of 


years.    He  would  now  move  for  leave  to  bring 
In  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Civil  Service  Superannua- 
tion Act. 
Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Nkw  ZEAiuutb  Bai!k  Biix. — Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Cookson,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Firth. 

Pbivatb  Gbixvancbs. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CURTIS,  the  report  of  the  Private  Grievaknces 
Conmiittee  on  the  petition  of  Josiah  Flight  waa 
adopted  by  the  House.. 

ROYAL  PREROGATIVE  OF  MERCY. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  (in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Featherston),  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  General  Government 
and  the  acting  Resident  Magistrate  at  Welling- 
ton relative  to  the  remission  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Wellington  of  a  fine  inflicted  upon 
the  Inspector  of  Polioe,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  depositions  in  the  case  of  Newry  versut 
Aitoheson. 

Mr.  0.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  was  glad  these  papers  had  been 
asked  for,  as  he  had  intended  moving  for  their 
production.  The  papers  were  exceedingly  de- 
sirable, as  tending  to  show  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Wellington  had  assumed  most  ex- 
traordinary power.  The  decision  of  the  Bench  - 
of  Magistrates  had  been  reversed  by  His  Honour, 
without  the  slightest  consultation  with  the 
Bench,  and  without  his  having  taken  any  part 
in  the  matter  until  he  wrote  demanding  the  re- 
turn of  the  sum  of  money  which  he  had  directed 
the  Provincial  Treasurer  to  remit,  and  without 
seeing  the  depositions,  unless  surreptitiously. 
The  Superintendent,  in  his  letter  to  the  Magis- 
trates, stated  that  he  had  seen  the  depositions ; 
but  the  Bench  of  Magistrates  were  quite  satis- 
fied that  he  had  seen  them  without  their 
authority.  It  was  necessary  that  this  matter 
should  be  investigated;  for  the  decision  of  a 
Bench  of  Magistrates  ought  not  to  be  brought 
into  contempt  in  such  a  mEinner  as  it  hod 
been  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington.  He 
(Mr.  Curtis)  would  reserve  his  observations  on 
the  transaction  until  the  papers  were  produced. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  would  not  criticise  the 
honourable  gentleman's  taste  in  prejudging 
the  case  before  the  papers  were  laid  upon  the 
table  ;  but  he  protested  against  the  additional 
wrong  inflicted  on  his  honourable  friend  in  hia 
absence  by  insinuating  if  not  making  a  charge 
against  an  official  high  in  office. of  stealing 
papers — coming  by  them  surreptitiously.  That 
was  a  charge  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
know  he  had  not  any  authority  to  support. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  the  papers,  when  pro- 
duced, would  folly  bear  out  the  words  he  had 
used.  

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  the  explanation 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  made  matters 
worse.  H^  maintained  that  it  did  not  accord 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  prejudge  a 
case,  and  charge  an  honourable  member  with 
stealing  public  papers.  It  would  have  been 
competent  for  the  honourable  member  to  hava 
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pat  what  polish  he  pleased  on  the  trandaotim 
when  once  the  papers  had  been  piodnced ;  but 
he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  was  glad  that,  Tvhen  laid 
on  the  table,  the  papers  wonld  show  that  the 
charge  that  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington 
had  on  a  recent  occasion  exercised  the  Royal 
'  prerogative  of  mercy  was,  as  had  been  irregn- 
'larly  said  yesterday,  all  a  hoax. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  WAB. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  memorandum  of  an  interview  between 
His  Excellency  the  Qovemor  and  the  members 
.for  the  Province  of  Wellington,  laid  on  the 
table  of  this  House  by  Mr.  Fox,  be  printed. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 

Mr.  WELD,  after  a  short  desultory  disoos- 
sion,  briefly  stated  the  objects  of  this  measure, 
.the  second  reading  of  which  was  fixed  for  that 
day.  He  said  the  question  of  the  devolution 
of  Maori  title  was  surrounded  by  many  di£5- 
eulties,  and  especially  from  the  fact  that  the 
Maori  marriages  were  such  as  did  not  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  forms  of  F<nghsh 
law;  and  cases  might  constantly  occur  in 
which  the  lands  of  Natives  holding  Crown 
grants  would  technically  revert  to  the  Crown. 
That  was  one  reason  why  a  measure  should  be 
introduced  to  remedy  the  evil.  It  was  im- 
possible to  devise  any  Native  law  of  descent 
which  would  satisfy  all ;  for  he  had  never  spoken 
to  any  man  who  could  lay  down  even  an  approxi- 
mate law,  and  he  doubted  if  a  committee  of 
Natives  sitting  and  taking  evidence  in  the 
House  could  come  to  any  definite  result.  He 
thought  it  best,  therefore,  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty, not  by  any  pretentions  measure,  but  by 
«  Bill  that  would  meet  the  present  require- 
ments, and  tend  to  form  a  custom  among  the 
Natives,  which,  when  once  generally  recog- 
nized, could  be  stereotyped,  and  a  law  of 
descent  based  upon  it.  With  regard  to  the 
details,  he  was  not  sure  that  improvements 
oould  not  be  made  in  Committee,  and  he  was 
.willing  to  adopt  suggestions  from  honourable 
members,  as  he  felt  great  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  m&tter,  eJthough  it  was  one  that  must 
.be  dealt  with,  in  order,  at  least,  to  give  perfect 
,  saonrity  to  Natives  possessing  land  under  Crown 
.sraats  that  its  descent  to  his  family  would  be  un- 
disputed. [The  honourable  gentleman  then  re- 
.fened  to  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  almost 
general  custom  among  the  Natives  of  neglect- 
ing to  make  wills,  and  hoped  that  suggestions 
on  that  point  would  be  made  in  Committee.] 
He-  was  anxious, 'however,  that  honourable 
members  should  have  time  to  consider  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  had  been  dis- 
tributed since  the  House  met,  but  would,  pro 
formd,  move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, Tliat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  some  provision  should 
be  made  to  meet  the  cases  oi  Native*  dying 
Ur.  FitMherbert 


intestate  who  held  by  lease  under  Enropeans, 
and  settle  the  succession  to  the  property. 

Mr.  WEXjD  said  the  question  had  beem  be- 
fore the  Qovemment,  as  also  the  questian  witb 
regard  to  property  in  ships. 

Mr.  PITZHEBBERT  did  not  oppose  the 
measure,  but  should  like  to  know  how  the  Qo- 
vemment  intended  to  tack  it'  on  to  other  mea- 
sures. If  it  was  to  form  part  of  a  great  com- 
prehensive policy,  he  did  not  object ;  but  flw 
House  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  CARLETON  had  been  dimppomted  . 
listening  to  the  remarks  of  the  honoimlib 
gentlematu  who  introduced  the  Bill,  and  he  mt 
glad  the  Standing  Orders  enabled  him  to  ad- 
dress the  House  again,  on  which  occasion  h* 
hoped  the  explanation  would  be  more  complete. 
He  had  always  advocated  the  individnaliziog 
of  Native  titles ;  but  the  difficulty  of  iUegitimaey 
stood  in  the  way.  He  was  anxious  to  sapport 
any  measure  which  would  accomplish  that 
object,  provided  he  did  not  fall  into  a  aeriooi 
difficulty. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  Ooyemment 
were  tied  up  to  a  policy  which  the  House  had 
resolved  upon  last  session,  on  resolutions  pzo- 
posed  by  Mr.  Sewell,  one  of  which  directed  the 
Oovemment  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  division, 
devolution,  and  descent  of  Native  land.  Unles 
honourable  members  were  resolved  to  ranev 
those  interminable  discussions  and  talk  tiu 
matter  over  again,  he  did  not  see  any  neoeeity 
for  delay.  At  the  same  time,  by  assenting  to 
the  principle  contained  in  the  Bill  he  nm  no 
danger  of  tailing  into  a  great  legal  difloolty. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

ADVANCES  TO  AGENTS  BILL. 
The  Advances  to  Agents  Bill  was    t«ad  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  aad  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amendment. 

LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL- 
The  Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  »  Select 
Committee,  to  consist  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  BobmU, 
Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  McGlashan,  Mr.  Dillon  Ball, 
and  Mr.  Brandon. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 

The  Survey  Correction  Bill  was  read  a  aeoond 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill. 

The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Uonday,  Sith  June,  1861. 


Oanterbiuy  and  Otago  Booadary  BlU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfxakkb  took  the  ohair  at  tm» 
o'clock. 

Phatxbs. 
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OiHTEBBUBY  KSD  OTAQO  BOUNDABY 
BILL. 

Hm  Caaterbniy  and  Otago  Bonndaiy  Bill  was 
TtftA  » leeond  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  teported  to  the  Conncil  with  amendments. 

The  Coonoil  then  adjooined. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tnttday,  25th  June,  1861. 

NoHooM. 

The  Baa.  the  Spe^seb  took  th^  oh«ir  at  two 
«'elook. 

PlUTZBS. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  qoomm  present,  the  Oonn- 
«il  (hen  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  iSth  June,  1861. 


r»lill«ge  Waitato— Sopply^Mr.  Heaphy's  Baport 
— ETidence— IiMtmotiODB  to  His  Exeallency— 
Flnt  Baadings— Native  Affair*— Messasa  from 
His  Exeellenoy— Cattle  Disease— Third  Beading 
— yjnaneiai  Statement. 

Mr.  SPBaKXB  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

■     PUTCBS.  

PRIVILEOE. 
1ft.  STAFFORD  said,  before  the  basineBS  of 
the  dapr  it«g  commenced  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Speaker  to  a  very  great  in- 
fnngement  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  a 
bnaeh  of  its  privileges.  He  alluded  to  what 
bad  appeared  in  a  newspaper  published  in  Auok- 
Isod  ]resterda7  morning,  purporting  to  give  de- 
tails of  the  voting  for  the  Audit  Committee, 
"•Uch  had  been  conducted  under  the  secrecy 
^  the  ballot.  He  did  not-  know  whether  the 
io&smation  was  correct,  not  having  had  access 
to  the  papers ;  but  so  grave  an  infringement  of 
the  ptivilegea  of  the  House  ought  not  to  pass 
Tnmotioed. 

■  Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  circumstance  to 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  referred  had  not 
-escaped  his  notice,  and  it  was  with  consider- 
4d>l«  (oiprisa  that  he  saw  the  publication  yes- 
■teiday  morning.  He  believed  it  was  customary 
-foe  members  of  the  Press  to  have  information 
"«■  poblio  matters  supplied  on  application  at 
tiie  Clerk's  office  ;  and  so  long  as  proper  infor- 
mation only  was  supplied,  the  House  would  not 
-object.  But  on  this  occasion,  through  the  in- 
attention or  inadvertence  of  some  of  uie  officials 
in  the  office,  certain  information  had  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  person  connected 
with  the  Press  without  due  consideration.  Aa 
soon  as  h«  (Ur.  Speaker)  was  aware  of  the  cit- 
-eumstanoA,  h«  directed  the  Chief  Clerk's  atten- 
tion to  it ;  and  it  was  found  that  the  Clerk  had 
■cwuianniwtted  the  information  through  inad- 
veitaaee,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  that  in 
ddng  so  he  was  committing  an  irregularity  or 
Anoagnanng  the  rules  oi  Ue  House.    H«  (ICr. 


Speaker)  believed  that  no  such  irregulanl|r 
would  again  take  place.  The  Chief  Clerk  in- 
formed him  that  it  was  not  to  a  newspaper 
editor,  but  to  a  member  of  the  House,  that 
the  information  had  been  supplied,  and  it  mot 
have  been  by  him  supplied  to  the  editor. 

Mr.  WOOD  said,  as  he  had  been  named  in 
the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Speaker's  remarics,  he 
begged  to  sat  him  right. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  member  of  the  House  had  obtained 
the  information,  but  I  mentioned  no  name. 

Mr.  WOOD  was  aware  of  that;  but,  aa  the  re- 
marks pointed  to  him,  he  was  anxious  to  take 
the  entire  responsibility  of  what  he  had  dona 
on  himself.  He  had  asked  ior  and  had  seen  the 
audit  papers ;  but  did  not  believe  he  was  infring- 
ing the  rules  of  the  House  in  doing  so.  It  arooe 
from  a  conversation  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Onehunga,  who  differed  from  him  with 
regard  to  the  numbers ;  and  he  looked  at  the 
voting-papers  to  satisfy  himself.  He  begged, 
however,  to  deny  that  he  had  given  informa- 
tion to  the  newspapers,  or  to  any  editor  of  a 
newspaper,  directly  or  indirectly ;  but  he  had 
talked  tbe  subject  over  with  one  or  two  honoas- 
able  members. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  said,  as  he  had  been  referred 
to,  he  wished  to  say  that  he  had  not  oommuni- 
oated  the  information  to  any  one  whatever,  and 
was  not  aware  that  it  had  appeared  in  padnt 
until  told  that  it  was  in  the  newspaper  referred 
to. 

WAIKATO. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Qovemment,  Whether 
they  have  at  present  any  agent  or  emissary  in 
communication  with  the  Waikato  tribes ;  and, 
if  sq,  where,  and  when  sent  7 

Mr.-  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  obviow 
reasons  of  policy  prevented  the  Government 
from  answering  the  question,  and  he  thought 
ought  to  have  prevented  the  honourable  mem- 
ber from  asking  it-.  He  had  His  Excellency's 
command  not  to  answer  it.  He  might,  however, 
state  that  the  various  rumours  in  circulation 
respecting  the  matter  were  totally  unfounded. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  also  add  that  Urn 
report  that  the  Rev.  R.  Burrows  had  been  sent 
on  behalf  of  the  Qovemment  was  entirely  witl^ 
out  foundation. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  a  Snp^ 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  then  moved.  That  i» 
be  an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  that  this. 
House  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  to  coosidar 
of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MB.  HEAPHY'S  REPORT. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  moved.  That  the  plan  attached 
to  Mr.  Heaphy's  report  be  lithographed.  He 
said  the  House  had  ordered  the  report  to  be 
printed,  but  had  neglected  the  plan,  which  was 
perhaps  the  more  important  part,  and  would  be 
of  great  use  to  members. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  not  oppose  the  utk. 
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tion,  but  ohjeoted  on  the  gioand  of  the  er^etab. 
'Sti'6  plan  was  very  shadowy,  and  was  sufBoiently 
daaoribed  in  the  report. 

Mr.  ;E£TTLK  supported  the  motion,  as  the 
information  contained  on  the  plan  was  valuable. 
There  was  a  lithographic  press,  if  not  two,  in 
Auckland,  and  the  expense  would  not  be  worth 
mentioning. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  he  bad  been  informed 
by  the  Clerk  that  there  was  a  lithographic  press 
in  Auckland,  and  that  the  expense  of  a  Uiou- 
sand  copies  would  be  £20. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

EVIDENCE. 
Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved,  That  the 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Select 
Committee  on  Bankiiig  in  1856  be  printed. 
The  report,  he  said,  had  been  printed,  and,  as 
they  had  several  Bills  with  respect  to  the 
establishment  of  banks  now  before  the  House, 
.it  was  desirable  that  the  evidence  should  be 
,  -printed  also. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving,  That  a  respectful 
address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  requesting  him  to  send  down  to  this 
House  copies  of  any  instructions  received  by 
him  from  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  command- 
ing him  to  suppress  unlawful  combinations 
and  to  maintain  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty  in 
New  Zealand,  referred  to  in  His  Excellency's 
terms  of  peace  offered  to  the  Waikatos,  said 
that  his  motion  was  based  upon  the  fact  that, 
after  carefully  perusing  all  the  documents  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  he  had  been  unable 
*  .to  discover  any  express  and  specific  imstruc- 
tions  given  to  His  Excellency  to  that  effect. 
Since  His  Excellency  had  made  a  specific 
statement  to  that  effect  in  his  terms  offered  to 
the  Waikatos,  and  as  it  was,  in  fact,  the  basis  of 
the  whole  of  that  negotiation,  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  that  it  was  very  desirable  they 
should  see  the  documents  to  which  His  Excel- 
lency referred,  and  know  how  explicit  and  posi- 
tive those  instructions  might  be. 
...  Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Picton   Railway  Bill,  Resident  Magistrates 
■Ordinance  Amendment   Bill,  Commissioners' 
Powers  Bill. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  OARLETON  moved,  That  Sir  WUliam 
Martin's  "  Remarks  on  the  Notes  published  for 
the  New  Zealand  Government,  &c.,  January, 
1861,"  and  Mr.  Clarke's  "  Remarks  upon  a 
Pamphlet  by  James  Busby,  Esq.,"  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  and  printed  in  con- 
tinuation of  those  further  papers  relative  to 
the  Taranaki  question  already  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  comprising  Sir  William  Martin's 
pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Taranaki  Question  ;" 
"Notes  on  Sir  William  Martin's  Pamphlet 
published  by  the  General  Government ;"  "  Re- 
.marks  on  Sir  William  Martin's  Pamphlet, 
Mr.  Stafford 


by  Mr.  Busby ;"  and  "  A  Memorandum  by 
Mr.  Richmond  in  reply  to  Sir  William  Martin.'' 
He  said  that  his  object  was  to  place  tfat 
fullest  information  before  the  House  and  th* 
oountiT  by  having  the  pamphlets  refeitedtv- 
printed  in  continuation  of  those  printed  by 
order  of  the  House  last  session.  He  charged 
the  Ministry  with  abusing  their  position  by 
not  printing  information  which  noade  agsisst 
themselves. 

A  debate  ensued. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  objected  to  the  printing  of  the 
papers;  on  the  ground  that,  instead  of  tbeic  I 
being  of  any  utility  towards  enabling  the  new 
member*  to  arrive  at  a  more  correct  conclnnon, 
it  would  be  more  like  throwing  dust  in  tbait 
eyes.   ■ 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  went  into  the  questioD 
at  considerable  length,  and  contended  that  if 
the  House  decided  that  these^pera  should  Ix 
printed,  it  should  also  agree  to  print  forty  or 
tif  ty  others  that  had  been  published  since  last 
session.  If  the  papers  in  question  were  pnb- 
lished,  they  would  clear  up  a  number  of  in- 
accuracies, and  more  than  ever  establish  ths 
position  taken  by  the  Government  last  sessiaii 
in  reference  to  the  tribe  to  which  William  King 
did  or  did  not  belong. 

Mr.  FOX  trusted  that  the  House  would  not 
sanction  a  revival  of  disputes  on  the  Waitiia 
question,  which  appeared  to  be  implied  in  ths 
remarks  of  the  last  speakers.  If  this  question 
was  brought  into  discussion  again  the  respooii- 
bility  would  not  rest  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
For  his  part  he  had  come  up  under  the 
impression  that  that  question  should  now  b« 
treated  as  a  matter  of  history.  It  had  taken 
up  a  greater  part  of  the  last  session,  and  h* 
considered  it  unfair  for  honourable  members  to 
be  subjected  to  the  danger  of  reopening  that 
question  by  asking  for  returns  or  for  the  printing 
of  certain  documents. 

Mr.  WILSON  vrished  to  know  from  ths 
honourable  member  for  Rangltikei  whether  h« 
understood  him  aright,  when  he  said  that  the 
Waitara  question  was  not  to  be  reopened  oa 
any  condition  whatever  ? 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  if  the  Hoosa  were 
occupied  in  discussing  it  again,  it  would  not 
originate  with  him. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that,  he  could  not 
recognise  the  consistency  of  the  honouzabte 
member  for  Rangitikei  in  his  desire  not  to  tais* 
the  Waitara  question  again,  if  he  supported  the 
motion  before  the  House,  which  would  be  tha 
means  of  reopening  that  question. 

Mr.  FIRTH  opposed  the  motion. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  16. 

Bell 

Brandon 

Carter 

Domett 

Featherston 

Fitzherbert 

Graham,  G. 
Munro 
Ormond 
O'Rorke 
Rhodes 
Taylor,  W.  W. 
Noes,  19. 

Weld 

White. 

TeUert. 
Oarleton 
Fox. 

Butler 
Cookson   . 

Creyke 
Ciutia 

Eyes 
Frasa^ 
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7» 


QtthaiB,  B.      Nixon  Wood. 

JoUid  O'NeiU 

Kettle  Biohmond,C.W.       TeUen. 

UMon  Sanndeis  Firth 

McGlasban       Wilson  Biclmu>nd,7.C. 

Ifajoiity  against,  8. 
Motion  n^tirad. 

UES8A0E  FROM  HIS  EXOELIiENCY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  umonnoed  the  anival  of  a 
memge  from  His  Ezoellenoy,  which  he  read,  as 
follom : — 

"Tbokas  Oobk  Bbowite,  OoTemoi. 
"  Message  No.  S. 

"  The  GoTemor,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Impetial  Government,  feels  that  an  occasion 
hu  uisen  when  it  is  proper  for  him  to  com- 
manicate  with  the  Ijegislatare  independently 
of  liis  Responsible  Advisers. 

"On  the  19th  instant  the  House  of  Bepre- 
Mntetives  passed  resolutions  declaring : — 

" '  1.  That  the  establishment  within  these 
IsUdcIs  of  a  sovereign  authority  independent 
of  the  British  Crown  is  incompatible  with  the 
aeeaiity  of  the  colonists,  the  civilization  of  the 
Nstixes,  and  the  welfare  of  both  races. 

" '  3.  That,  if,  unhappily,  negotiations  should 
isil,  this  House,  relying  on  the  best  practicable 
provision  being  made  for  the  protection  of  life 
sod  property,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  colony  to  second  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Imperial  Oovemment  for  the  assertion  of 
Her  Majesty's  sovereignty,  and  for  securing  a 
UstiDg  peace.' 

"Some  nnoertainty  appears  to  exist  as'  to 
the  real  meaning  of  these  resolutions,  and  the 
Oovemor  trusts  that  the  House  will  agree  with 
him  that  a  distinct  understanding  on  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  is  essential  to  the  interests  of 
both  the.  Imperial  and  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment 

"He  is  most  anxious  that  a  lasting  peace 
ihoold  be  secured  by  negotiation  rather  than 
bj  force  of  arms,  and  he  desires  that  negotia- 
tions should  be  continued  as  long  as  he  feels 
there  is  reasonable  hope  of  a  favourable  issue. 

"  Ho  wishes  the  House,  however,  to  observe 
that  a  portion  of  the  troops  now  in  the  colony 
have  been  sent  to  meet  an  emergency,  and  not 
to  act  as  a  garrison,  a  service  for  which  he  is 
not  prepared  to  retain  them  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

"The  question  of  colonial  assistance,  as  re- 
gards both  men  and  money,  ought  also  to  be 
more  clearly  defined  than  it  has  yet  been. 

"Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Oovemment  ex- 
pects from  the  colony  a  full  and  cordial  co- 
operation both  in  men  and  money ;  and,  unless 
he  is  assured  of  its  continuance,  the  Governor 
is  not  prepared  'to  instruct  Lieutenant-Oeneral 
Cameron  to  employ  the  Imperial  forces.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  that  the  Governor  should 
be  informed  whether  the  colony  is  ready  -and 
willing  to  give  that  hearty  assistance  which 
the  Imperial  Oovemment  expects. 

"The  Governor  is  aware  that  the  colony  has 
not  the  means  of  meeting  the  outlay  which 
■  may  be  required  for  ozgaiusing  and  maintainii^g 


the  colonial  foroei  in  an  effectiTe  state,  and  h*- 
is  pre|»red  to  sanction  the  issue  from  the  Com- 
missariat ohest  of  the  money  required  for  tha 
purpose ;  bnt  he  can  only  do  so  upon  the  coo- 
dittons  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  ta 
his  Despatch  No.  18,  of  the  26th  January,  1861.' 

"'Government  House, 

"  Auckland,  26th  June,  1861." 

Message  ordered  to  be  taken  into  considetft* 
tidn  to-morrow. 

CATTIiE  DISEASE. 
The   report   of   the    Select   Committee   on 
Pleuro-pneumonia  was  adopted  by  the  House, 

THIRD  BEADING, 
Advances  to  Agents  Bill. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  C.  W.  BIOHMOND  informed  the  Eouia 
that,  the  message  from  His  Excellency  having 
raised  a  difficulty,  he  would  not  be  able  to- 
make  a  complete  Financial  Statement.  H« 
should  leave  the  retrospective  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  confine  himself  to  the  exact  position 
in  which  we  stood  at  that  moment.  The  Go- 
vernor's message  would  occupy  some  time  in 
considering,  and  he  thought  he  would  not  bo 
able  to  make  a  Financial  Statement  to-morroW 
night.  There  was  another  matter  in  referencft 
to  the  Financial  Statement.  There  had  beox 
on  the  Order  Paper  a  notice  importing  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  would 
move  on  a  future  day  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence of  that  House  in  His  Excellencr'a- 
Advisers.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  knew  from  the 
commencement  of  their  Ministerial  career  that 
the  honourable  member  would  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  sending  the  present  Ministers 
about  their  business.  He  thought  this  qnea- 
tioB  of  the  hononrable  member  should  be  dis- 
posed of  before  Ministers  were  called  npon  to- 
bring  down  their  Budget.  The  nature  of  VBa- 
Excellency's  message  might  prevent  his  (Mr. 
Richmond's)  being  able  to  mcLke  the  Financial 
Statement  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  and 
he  asked  the  forbearance  of  the  House.' 

Mr.  WOOD  observed  that  the  honourable- 
gentleman  had  intimated  that  he  would  not 
be  prepared  to  make  his  Financial  Statement 
owing  to  the  contents  of  His  Excellency's  mes- 
sage. He  (Mr.  Wood)  begged  to  suggest  that 
sufficient  time  should  be  given  honourable  mem- 
bers to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  th« 
message  before  they  entered  into  a  discussioa 
upon  it.  He  at  present  was  unable  to  under- 
stand it,  and  it  might  be  of  such  an  important 
character  that  they  would  not  be  prepared  to 
go  on  -with  it  even  to-morrow.  It  ought  to  1m 
in  the  hands  of  members. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  replied  that  it  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  members  early  to-morrow 
morning.    He  did  not  think  they  would  como^ 
to  any  conclusion  on  it  to-morrow. 
The  House  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE    OP   EEPRBSBNTATIVBS. 
Wednetday,  g6th  June,  1861. 


Walkato— Fint  Beadlngs— Ijand  Qnaction— BosinMi 
of  BosBlon— Public  Ezpendltore  Control  Bill— 
ProTlncial  Audit  Bill— Castoms— Grown  Grants 
—Select  Committee— CoDiideration  of  Menage 
No.  8— Address  to  His  Excellency —Sapply. 

' .  Mr.  Sfbahbb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

Fbatxbs. 

WAIKATO. 

Mr.  FIRTH^  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  certain  Boman  Catholic  priests,  re- 
ported to  have  proceeded  to  Ngaraawhia  to 
commnnicate  with  the  Waikatos,  have  been 
aathorized  to  do  so  by  OoTemment,  or  have 
proceeded  tiiither  with  the  sanction  of  Qo- 
vermnent? 

Mr.  WELD  stated  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  certain  Roman  Catholic  priests  had  pro- 
■ceeded  to  Ngamawahia  to  commnnicate  with 
4he  Waikatos;  however,  he  might  state  that 
ha  knew  that  a  priest  or  priests  had  either  gone 
-or  were  going  to  Waikato.  He  liad  no  doubt 
J>nt  that  those  gentlemen,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  legitimate  functions,  would  do  all  in 
.their  power  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  pre- 
Tent  the  Natives  from  rushing  to  their  own 
Tdeatruction — that  was  the  duty  of  every  good 
«nbject ;  but  he  would  distinctly  deny  that  any 
.instructions  had  been  given  to  those  gentlemen 
■  by  the  Oovemor  or  the  Oovemment,  or  that 
-they  had  any  authority  to  make  propositiona 
.to  She  Natives,  or  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Oo- 
vemor in  any  manner  whatever. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Weights  and  Measures   Oidinance  Amend- 
.ment  Bill,  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  (Marl- 
>))orough)  Billi  Lost  Land  Orders  Bill.  , 

':  LAND  QUESTION. 

'On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  vras  agreed, 

llhat  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His 
Excellency,  requesting  him  to  send  down  to 
this  Honse  any  correspondence  between  the 
Natives  at  Waimato,  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  Dis- 
trict, and  the  Qovemor,  relative  to  individual- 

..isation  of  title. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELD,  it  was  a^peed. 
That  the  correspondence  respecting  the  mtro- 
dnction   of  a  better   system    of   government 

.«mong  the  Rarawas  be  referred  to  the  Native 
Land  Title  Committee. 

BUSINESS  OF  SESSION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordered. 
That  at  the  end  of  the  daily  Order  Paper  of  this 
House  there  be  printed  a  list  of  all  petitions 
presented  and  other  papers  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  Honse  on  the  previous  sitting-day. 

PUBLIO  EXPENDITURE  CONTROL 

BILL. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND,  in  moving  for  leave 

-to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  control  the  expenditure  of 

public  mofaey  vritbeot  tite  authori^  of  law, 

4atd  it  waa  a  Bill  in  the  object  of  which  he 


thought,  or  at  least  hoped,  that  ihe  Home 
would  very  generally  concur.    Most  znemben 
of  the  Honse  would  be  aware  that  under  the 
English    system    the   custody  of    all    pnblie 
money,  tiU  duly  appropriated,  was  vested  in 
a  separate  department  from  the  Treasury — 
namely,  the  Exchequer — the  Govenunant  of 
the  day  only  obtaining   possession  of   pablie 
moneys  through  the  medium  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  instrumentality  of   the  Legislature. 
This  Bill  proposed   to  establish  a  somewhat 
similar  institution  in  New  Zealand,  but  with 
the  simplest  machinery.    There  already  ftxistud 
an   ofBoer   intrusted    wiOi   public    acooonts, 
whose  office  was  quite  independent   of    the 
Ministry  of  the  day,  he  being  only  removable 
on  address  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  Governor.     This  officer  Ministers  proposed 
to  place  as  a  check  on  the  General  Qovcors- 
ment  of  New  Zealand.    Hitherto  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  had  the  entire  custody  of  the 
funds  of  the  colony,  whether  approprisited  ot 
not.    This  Bill  laued  a  distinction  between 
the  two.    By  the  same  measure  they  proposed 
to  place  a  similar  check  on  the  provinces,  the 
Provincial  Governments  being  disenabled  from 
obtaining  control  over  public  moneys  not  ap- 
propriated by  the  Provincial  Legislatures.    Is 
order,  however,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  a  aep^ 
rate  department,  it  was  not  projKned  to  trans- 
fer the  actual  custody  of  the  moneys,  but  to 
impose  heavy  penalties  on  the  sevenJ  Tzear 
snrers  if  they  issued  nihneya  without  the  re- 
quisite certificate  of  the  Auditor.    Every  •war- 
rant for  the  issue  of  money  was  to  have  apcB 
it  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  the  sum  of 
money  had  been  duly  appropriated  to  the  ser- 
vices specified  by  an  Appropriation  Act.     The 
various  occurrences  which  nad  'lately   talni 
place  throughout  the  colony,  to  which  he  did 
not  propose  to  advert,  had  induced  a  gexieral 
opinion  that  such  a  measure  was  necessary,  and 
he  apprehended  no  opposition  to  the  motiaii 
which  he  now  made  for  leave  to  introdaoe  this 
Bill. 
Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

PROVINCUL  AUDIT  BHiIi. 
Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND,  in  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  aadit  of  tlie 
public  aocounte  of  the  several  provinces  of  New 
Zealand,  said  this  Bill  ww  connected  in  its 
object  with  the  one  he  had  just  brought  in.  It 
provided  for  the  audit  of  the  public  acooonts  of 
the  several  provinces  by  an  arrangement  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  Audit  Act  of  thd  General  Oo- 
vemment now  in  operation.  The  Ezcbequ^ 
Department  merely,  issued  the  gross  amoant  «i 
appro}»iation ;  but  it  was  for  the  Audit  Depstrt- 
ment  to  see  that  the  money  had  been  wpliad 
to  the  services  for  which  it  had  been  voted.  Tlie 
officers  appointed  as  Provincial  Auditors  were  to 
be  the  officers  to  exercise  the  Exchequer  dtoek 
of  the  other  Act.  They  were  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Oovemor,  and  to  hold  office  during  bis 
pleasure ;  but  this  night  be  a  subject  for  con^ 
deration.  It  was  necessary  to  secure  their  eosn- 
plete  independence  of  the  Provincial  Oovem- 
ments,  and  poliaps  it  woold  be  desii^U*  to 
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mn  tbem  »  more  permanent  tonam  of  offioe 
Oan  thftt  deriTed  from  holding  offioe  during  the 
OoTenun's  pleasuie.     He  now  moved  foz  leave 
to  l^g  in  this  BUI. 
Bill  intaoduced,  and  read  a  fiist  time. 

CUSTOMS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KKTTIjE,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  retnm  of  0n8- 
tani  officers,  showing  all  the  offices  each  holds, 
the  smns  he  has  to  aooount  for  in  each  offioe, 
the  total  of  such  sums,  and  his  salary,  in  a 
eomparstiTe  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DICK,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  the 
farioos  notices  issued  from  time  to  tuns  by  the 
(hHtoms  Department  to  alter,  amend,  or  ex- 
pUin  "The  Customs  Act,  1858." 

CROWN  GRANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOLLIE!,  it  was  or- 
dered. That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  retnm 
of  all  Crown  grants  issued,  or  in  oourse  of  pre- 
fention,  to  Native  sabjects  of  Her  Majesty- 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
FiciOH  Railway  Biix.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
JoUis,  Mr.  Eyes,  Mr.  Kettle,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr. 
Wood,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  A.  3.  Richmond. 

CONSIDERATION  OP  MESSAGE  No.  2. 

Kr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  House  do 
lanlTe  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  consideration  of  His  EzoeUericy's  Message 
No.S. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  House  oonld  not  proceed 
vitiiout  some  explanation.  This  was  the  first 
time  since  the  establishment  of  Resjransible 
GoTCtmnent  here  that  a  message  had  been 
MDt  down,  except  on  Native  affairs,  without 
the  intervention  of  Responsible  Ministers ;  and 
the  House,  before  considering  the  message, 
was  bound  to  hear  from  His  Excellency's  Ad- 
visers in  what  position  they  stood  towards  His 
Ezcelleney  with  reference  to  this  message. 
When  the  late — or  present — ^unhappy  war  b^an 
His  Excellency  had  consulted  with  his  Respon- 
siUe  Advisers  on  the  proclamation  of  mitftial 
law ;  and  by  them  were  issued  the  instructions 
to  send  troops  to  Taronaki,  and  since  that  day 
His  Elxoellency  had  done  nothing  without  con- 
salting  them.  A  week  ago  certain  resolutions 
— generally  believed  to  have  been  considered 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council — ^were 
propoeed  by  the  Native  Minister  and  passed 
by  &e  House  without  a  debate  and,  teohni- 
eally,  at  all  events,  without  a  division,  which 
were  considered  to  represent  the  mind  of  the 
Boose  and  the  opinion  of  the  colony  at  large 
as  to  the  position  in  which  it  stood  with  refer- 
ence to  Uie  war.  They  had  now  a  message 
fiom  His  Excellency  in  the  first  sentence  of 
which  he  informed  them  that  he  had  not  con- 
tnlted  with  his  Responsible  Advisers  on  the 
subject  of  the  message,  and  in  which  the  con- 
tents of  those  resolutions  were  stated  to  be  a 
matter  of  uncertainty ;  and  His  Excellency 
proposed  certain  questions  to  the  House  on  the 


provision  and  payment  of  men  to  be  made  by 
the  colony  in  case  the  war  proceeded.  H» 
(Mr.  Fox)  was  not  now  ^oing  into  the  question 
of  the  merits  of  the  8ub]eot-matter  of  tne  reso- 
lutions, but  he  wished  U>  be  informed  why  thi» 
extraordinary  oourse  had  been  pursued  in  this- 
particular  instance :  that  His  Exoellenoy,  in 
sending  a  message  down  to  this  Honse  relating 
to  a  matter  peculiarly  concerning  the  interesto 
of  the  colony — the  amount  of  men  and  money 
to  be  furnished  by  it — had  departed  from  th» 
course  prescribed  by  the  minute  of  18S6  and  by 
Her  Haiesty's  instructions— the  oourse  of  con- 
sulting 4is  Executive  Council ;  and  the  Minis- 
ter for  Native  Affairs'  had  yesterday,  admitted 
that  such  a  course  had  not  been  pursued  in 
this  instance.  The  House  was  plaoecl  in  a  new 
position,  and  must  tread  cautiously.  For  the 
first  time  since  the  establishment  of  Respon- 
sible Government  His  Excellency  had  taken 
his  place  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  He  did 
not  mean  that  His  Excellency  was  to  be 
treated  otherwise  than  with  respect,  but  it  was- 
imitossible,  in  discussing  the  subject  before  tite 
House,  to  avoid  referring  to  the  way  in  which 
His  Excellency  had  acted.  He  woidd  now  read 
to  the  House  passages  from  the  memorandum 
establishing  the  relations  between  His  Exoel- 
lenoy and  his  Responsible  Ministers  in  186(» 
and  which  had  not  on  this  point  been  sinoe 
altered  or  departed  from.  He  would  flnt 
direct  their  attention  to  this  passage :— • 

"  "Hiat,  in  all  matters  under  the  control  of 
the  Assembly,  the  Governor  shall  be  guided  by 
the  advice  of  gentlemen  responsible  to  that 
body,  whether  it  is  or  not  in  acoordanoe  with 
his  own  opinion  on  the  subject  in  question. 
H.  On  n;atters  affecting  the  Queen's  prercm- 
tive  and  Imperial  interests  generally  the  Go- 
vernor will  be  happy  to  receive  their  advice ; 
but  when  he  differs  from  them  in  opinion 
he  will,  if 'they  desire  it,  submit  their  views 
to  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State,  adhering  to  his  own  till  an  answer 
is  received." 

Then,  in  an  explanatory  memorandum,  Hi* 
Excellency  referred  to  "  clauses  19, 20,  and  21  of 
the  Royal  Instructions  aocompanying  his  Com- 
mission, which  oblige  him  as  a  general  rule  to 
taJce  advice  in  all  matters  of  his  Executive 
Council,"  and  then  he  said  "  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  limit  the  members  of  his  Executiva 
Council  to  his  Responsible  Advisers."  He  (Mr. 
Fox)  assured  the  House  that  this  was  no  party 
move  of  his,  but  that  he  would  support  th» 
Ministry  in  fighting  the  battle  of  constitutional 
government  in  this  matter ;  but  he  wished  to 
know  what  was  Ministers'  position ;  and,  if  it 
was  one  in  which  they  ought  not  to  be  placed, 
what  stexm  they  intended  to  take  to  place  .the 
Government  of  the  colony  in  a  proper  position. 
They  had  heard  not  long  ago,  m  that  House, 
Ministers  deny  their  knowledge  of  an  impor- 
tant notice  in  a  measure  controlling  the  Press 
of  this  colony.  He  thought  it  impossible  that 
that  notice  oonld  have  been  issued  without 
some  advice,  and  he  hoped  there  might  be  no 
ground  for  suspicion  that,  in  neglecting  the 
advice  of  bis  Miusteis,  His  Excellency  bad  re> 
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•orted  to  any  other  person,  whether  connected 
with  the  Qovemment  or  not.  He  would  say 
no  more,  but  ho  trusted  the  GoTemmont  wovild 
give  snch  explanation  in  connection  with  this 
message  as  the  case  required. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  was  not  going  to  reply  to 
the  honourable  member's  question  now :  the 
motion  before  the  House  was,  that  it  go  into 
Committee  to  consider  His  Ezcellenoy's  mes- 
sage. 

3Ir.  WILLIAMSON  said  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  making  this  mo- 
tion, was  bonnd  to  answer  the  question  of  the 
bonooiable  member  for  Bangitikei.  If  he  had 
failed  in  his  duty  when  proposing  that  the 
House  should  go  into  Committee,  he  ought  not 
sow  to  be  above  explaining  how  it  was  he  had 
anbmitted  to  this  mterference  with  the  privi- 
leges of  Besponsible  Ministers.  The  honour- 
«Ue  member  had,  in  his  (Mr.  Williamson's) 
presence,  disclaimed  on  the  part  of  himself  and 
nis  coUeagues  any  knowledge  of  this  message. 
It  was  the  duty  of  honourable  members  to  ask 
bow  it  was  that  Ministers  had  not  been  con- 
salted  in  preparing  this  message  and  send- 
ing it  down.  This  question  ought  to  be  con- 
-sidered  before  they  considered  the  contents  of 
the  message  -  in  Committee.  He  recollected 
the  time  in  the  House  when  that  honourable 
member  would  have  stood  up  the  first  to  take 
the  position  taken  by  the  honourable  member 
{or  Bangitikei.  That  was  when  he  sat  on  those 
-seats  as  head  of  the  Op}>08ition,  a  position  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
did  not  place  himself  on  this  occasion:  he 
wished  it  to  be  decided  apart  from  party  feeling 
altogether ;  and  when  that  was  intimated  by 
one  honourable  gentleman  to  another,  it  should 
be  met  in  the  same  spirit,  and  not  be  met  with 
a  point  of  order  or  technicality.  He  trusted 
that  the  honourable  member,  on  the  pai^t  of 
his  colleagues,  would  state  to  the  House  openly 
what  he  had  yesterday  stated  privately,  and 
•explain  whether  he  approved  or  disapproved  of 
the  course  taken  by  the  Governor  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  would  simply  state 
that  the  Government  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
the  message  till  it  came  down  to  the  House, 
and  he  was  rather  taken  by  surprise  in  that 
Tespect;  and  if  he  talked  for  two  hours  he 
-could  not  say  anything  more. 

Mr.  CARLETON  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  subject  chosen  by  His  Excellency  for 
-direct  communication  with  the  House  was  most 
nnfortnnate,  as  it  involved  a  question  of  money. 
He  could  assure  the  Government  that  if  they 
were  only  true  to  themselves  on  this  question 
they  would  receive  the  hearty  support  of  the 
honourable  members  with  whom  he  acted ;  for 
he  happened  to  know  that  they  had  determined 
to  separate  it  from  all  party  considerations. 
It  remained  to  be  seen  whether  the  Executive 
sided  with  the  House  or  with  His  Excellency. 

Mr.  WOOD  entirely  coincided  with  previous 
speakers  in  disavowmg  any  party  intentions 
whatever.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of -the 
House  to  maintain  its  character  for  indepen- 
dence, and  to  obtain  an  explanation  from  the 
Ur.Fox 


honootable  gentlemen  opposite  as  to  how  th^ 
stood  with  relation  to.  His  Excellency  in  thu 
matter,  before  they  considered  the  message  at 
all.  The  Governor  was  bound  to  consult  hil 
Ministers  on  everything  except  Hative  aSain ; 
and  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  Native  a&am 
— it  was  simply  a  question  of  men  and  money. 
He  maintained  that,  if  the  House  wished  to  be 
perfectly  enslaved,  and  to  place  themselves  tt 
the  feet  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  hononisble 
gentlemen  at  the  Ministerial  table,  they  wonld 
go  into  this  question  without  an  explanation ; 
bat,  if  they  wished  to  preserve  their  character 
for  independence,  they  wonld  refuse  to  consider 
the  question  at  all  till  a  full  and  ample  ex- 
planation had  been  given  by  those  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  of  the  position  in  whicb 
they  stood  to  the  Governor  with  reference  to 
this  message. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  declined  to  speak  further 
on  the  question  except  in  Committee  of  the 
wdoIb  Uohho 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  the  dignity  of  the 
House  was  implicated.  At  the  conmiencement 
of  the  session  Ministers  had  asked  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  what  was  necessary  for 
the  military  defence  of  the  colony.  U,  on 
the  report  being  brought  up,  the  Governor 
thought  that  ample  provision  had  not  been 
made,  then  wonld  have  been  his  time  to  come 
down  and  urge  his  cause ;  but,  instead  of  that, 
before  the  Committee  had  reported,  they  re- 
ceived a  message  direct  from  His  Excellency 
containing  a  threat  to  the  country  that,  if  bis 
demapds  were  not  complied  with,  he  would 
withdraw  the  troops  and  leave  the  colony— in 
a  state  of  war — to  the  mercy  of  its  enemies. 
The  position  of  Ministers  with  r^^d  to  this 
matter  ought  thoroughly  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  at  some  length  ad- 
verted to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in  thjs  mat- 
ter, and  declared  that  this  appeal  had  not 
been  made  in  a  party  spirit.  He  urged  that  if 
Ministers  thus  permitted  His  Excellency  to 
shelve  and  ignore  them  the  Responsible  Go- 
vernment, for  which  they  had  made  so  many 
sacrifices  in  1856,  was  but  a  delusion  and  a 
sham ;  and  he  contended  that  the  House  h&d 
a  right  to  be  informed  how  far  Ministers  con- 
sidered their  position  as  altered  by  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Governor — whether  they  ap- 
proved of  it  and  considered  it  consistent  with 
the  memorandiun  under  which  they  held  their 
office.  He  then  argued  that,  if  Ministers  did 
not  think  they  should  have  been  so  passed  \y, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  unanimously,  re- 
spectfully, and  formally  to  decline  going  into 
Committee  till  such  time  as  their  constita- 
tional  rights  were  restored  to  them ;  and  con- 
cluded by  asking  whether  it  was  consistent 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  colony  that  this 
matter  should  be  passed  by,  and  whether  any 
conduct  of  the  House  this  session  had  been 
such  as  to  justify  any  such  unconstitutional 
proceeding.    . 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  confessed  he 
had  been  surprised  at  the  character  of  the 
speeches  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House — 
ail  sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing — affeot- 
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isg  imprise  and  indignation  which  honourable 
membeis  did  not  feel.  Thia  matter,  he  would 
tell  them,  was  one  that  was  patent  to  any  in- 
telleot  of  ordinary  perspicacity — and  he  pre- 
somed  that  he  might  assome  that  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  there  were  some  intel- 
lects of  ordinary  perspicacity.  Did  honourable 
members  really  thinK  that  Ministers  advised 
the  Oovemor  on  exclusively  Imperial  matters  1 
Would  any  one  pretend  to  say  that?  The 
matter  lay  in  a  nutshell.  On  one  side  was  the 
-colony  and  on  the  other  the  Imi>erial  Oovem. 
ment;  and  the  Oovemor,  on  behalf  of  the 
'latter,  came  down  with  this  message,  most 
lightly,  without  consulting  Ministers.  Hononr- 
4kUe  members  would  not  have  been  astonished 
-if  the  Oovemor  had  come  down  with  a  message 
-on  Native  Affairs  without  consulting  his  Mints- 
ten  :  but  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  would ;  for  Na- 
■trre  affairs,  though  Imperial,  were  still  colonial 
affairs  also,  and  affairs  on  which  Ministers  had 
a  light  to  advise.  But  in  this  case  the  Oo- 
vemor came  down  on  behalf  of  Imperial  in- 
terests, and  said,  "  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the 
position  taken  by  the  Upase,"  including  Minis- 
ters, of  course ;  and  adced,  on  behalf  of  the 
Empire,  that  they  should  explain  themselves. 
k  laiiet  and  more  straightforward  course  was 
never  taken,  and  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  was 
■thankful  to  the  Oovemor  for  having  taken  it. 
Moreover,  it  was  not  a  new  course — there  were 
precedents  absolutely  in  point.  One  he  would 
name:  In  1858  it  was, a  question  whether  the 
S8th  Regiment  should  be  removed.  Ministers 
were  opposed  to  the  removed,  and  urged  all  the 
objections  they  could ;  and  ah  address  passed 
both  Houses  praying  that  the  regiment  might 
remain.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  His  £x- 
eellency  then  consulted  his  Ministers  about  his 
reply  1  He  sent  a  message  stating  that,  while 
he  concurred  with  the  Assembly  in  their  views, 
be  had  consulted  with — whom  7  His  Respon- 
sible Ministers  7  No — the  officer  commanding 
the  troops,  and  the  Native  Secretary ;  and  con- 
euned  with  theip  that  the  removal  of  those 
few  men  would  not  endanger  the  safety  of  the 

colony. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Does  the  Governor 
ask,  in  that  ■*  case  in  point,"  to  be  supplied 
with  money  7 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— The  Governor  was 
not  now  asking  to  be  supplied  with  money.  It 
might  lead  to  votes  of  money  or  to  a  blank 
refusal ;  but  grants  of  money  would  have  to  be 
otherwise  considered  than  on  this  message.  A 
taaaej  vote  might  grow  out  of  the  matter,  but 
could  not  possibly  emanate  from  tho  present 
Committee.  If  a  necessity  for  a  money  vote 
ahoold  arise, 'the  House  would  have  to  request 
His  Excellency  to  send  down  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  money  be  appropriated.  With 
regard  to  what  had  been  alreaidy  said  to  the 
House,  some  of  the  members  who  addressed  it 
were  unaffected  in  their  display  of  ignorance. 
One  of  them — the'honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell — gave  the  House  to  understand  that  on  edl 
but  KativB  affairs  Ministers  were  to  be  con- 
sulted. A  grosser  blunder  he  could  not  have 
made.    He  might  be  excused,  being  a   new 


member ;  but  he  should  not  talk  so  loudly  abont 
a  thing  before  he  understood  it.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  conceived  that  a 
message  on  Native  affairs  might  have  been 
sent  down  without  consulting  Ministers — but 
it  oould  not — and  thought  that  was  a  gross 
infraction  of  the  memorandum  of  1856.  He 
(Mr.  Richmond)  trusted  he  had  now  made  the 
matter  clear  to  those  who  would  see ;  but  to 
those  who  would  not  he  might — as  his  honour- 
able colleague  had  said — talk  for  two  hours 
without  mtUcing  the  matter  any  clearer. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  he  had  said  that  the 
present  was  a  new  course ;  to  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  said  "  No,  no."  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
then  said  "  except  in  Native  affairs  ;"  to  which 
the  honourable  member  had  nodded. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  said  that  nothing  could  be 
clearer  than  the  words  of  the  memorandum ; 
and  [having  read  part  of  the  passage  previously 
quoted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikeij  he  should  make  no  remark  upon  them. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee. 

IH  OOMIOTTBa. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Sir,  with  reference  to  ob- 
servations which  some  honourable  members 
have  made,  I  will  now  state,  with  respect  to 
the  message  which  we  have  goqe  into  Com- 
mittee to  consider,  that  the  terms  of  the  mes- 
sage itself  were  as  entirely  unknown  to  me  as 
to  any  other  member  of  this  IJouse  before  it 
came  down,  and  that  I  was  not  consulted  by 
His  Excellency  with  reference  either  to  send- 
ing it  down  or  to  framing  it ;  but,  when  I  con- 
sider the  message  which  His  Excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  send  us  with  that  careful  de- 
liberation which  so  momentous  a  question  re- 
quires, I  recognize  that  His  Excellency  took 
a  most  proper,  regular,  and  entirely  precedented 
course  in  putting  himself  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
which  must  decide-  by  a  distinct  "  Aye "  or 
"No"  the  relations  between  the  colony  and 
the  Mother-country  on  the  subject  referred  to 
in  this  message.  Honourable  members  may 
try  to  throw  dusc  over  this  question — they 
may  propose,  as  one  honourable  member,  if  I 
understood  him  aright,  proposed,  to  refer  the 
greatest  question  which  has  ever  occupied  the 
attention  of  this  House  to  a  Select  Committee, 
which  was  thus  to  determine  the  future  rela- 
tions which  shall  subsist  between  this  oolony 
and  the  Mother-country  on  this  subject ;  shut- 
ting out  from  the  question  the  exercise  of  the 
judgment  and  the  expression  of  the  opinions 
of  all  other  members  of  the  House,  so  deeply 
concerned  as  all  of  them  are  in  its  settlemfflit. 
There  never  was  a  truer  word  uttered  than  was 
uttered  by  an  honourable  member  when  he 
stated  that  we  are  at  this  moment  on  the  eve 
of  a  constitutional  crisis;  but  I  understand 
the  word  in  a  different  sense  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman — I  understand  it  in  reference 
to  our  relations  with  the  Mother-country ;  I 
understand  it.  Sir,  as  meaning  that  we  are  now 
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to  give  oar  attention  to  the  subject  of  His  Ex- 
ceUency'B  message,  not  by  attempting  te  raise 
A  constitational  qaestion  as  to  His  Excellency's 
ri(pit  to  send  messcLges  direct  to  this  House, 
bnt  by  considering  the  much  graver  oonsti- 
tntional  qnestion  of  how,  in  the  present  critical 
ciroomstances  of  the  colony,  which  still  con- 
tains large  Imperial  interests,  and  still  calls,  in 
its  boor  of  need,  with  wide  open  month,  for 
Imperial  assistance,  we  are  to  affect  the  Im- 
perial power  to  which  we  are  appealing — 
whether  we  are  to  repel  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties to  whom  we  look  for  succour,  or  whether 
we  are  to  assure  those  who  can  influence  Im- 
perial decisions  that  we  are  not  unworthy  of 
attention,  that  our  needs,  cares,  troubles,  and 
difficulties  have  not  been  brought  on  ourselves 
hj  our  want  of  unanimity,  by  our  ignoring  the 
BAcesaity  for  unity  of  action  apart  from  party 
politics ;  for,  in  the  teeth  of  the  assertion  of 
some  honourable  members  that  they  ate  not 
actuated  by  party  politics  in  their  attempts  to- 
night to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the  scent,  I 
agree  with  raj  honourable  colleague  that  they 
possess  siifBcient  perspicacity  to  enable  them 
to  perceive  the  true  issue  in  this  matter,  and 
wbat  is  depending  upon  it ;  and,  percei\'ing  it, 
they  desire  to  shrink  from  the  question — to 
AMve  it,  to  act  with  respect  to  it  as  they 
would  have  done  if  they  had  moved  —  as  I 
almost  expected  they  would  do — the  "previ- 
ous question,"  and  avoided  committing  them- 
mWcs  to  any  opinion  upon  it  at  all.  Seeing 
bnt  too  well  wnat  was  depending  upon  the 
action  to  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  His  Ex- 
oellenoy's  message,  they  wished,  if  possible,  to 
lead  away  the  mind  of  the  House  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  minor  question  of  how  the  posi- 
tion and  dignity  of  the  Ministry  was  affected 
by  the  course  taken  by  His  Excellency.  I 
deny  that  there  is  a  single  occasion  on  which 
it  was  proper  to  do  so  on  which  I  or  my  col- 
leagues have  failed  to  uphold  the  proper  posi- 
tion of  Ministers  responsible  to  tbis  House; 
bnt  we  are  not,  on  this  grave  occasion,  going  to 
be  "tickled  with  a  straw,"  or,  by  an  attompt 
to  wound  our  personal  pride,  influenced  to 
blame  His  Excellency  for  doing  what  he  had 
both  a  constitutional  right  to  do  and  an  Im- 
perial necessity  for  doing.  An  honourable 
member  —  the  honourable  membet  for  One- 
hunga,  I  think  —  following  np  that  happy 
series  of  blunders  previously  made  on  the 
•nbjeot  of  the  relations  between  His  Excel- 
lency and  his  Ministers,  stumbled  on  a  memo- 
lanoiun  and  read  a  few  lines  of  it,  evidently 
not  seeing  the  real  meaning  of  the  words  he 
was  reading.  In  the  portion  read  His  Excel- 
lency expressly  states  that  upon  Imperial  ques- 
tions and  those  affecting  the  Boyal  prerogative 
be  would  listen  to  the  aidvioe  of  Ministers,  but 
would  reserve  the  right  of  acting  as  he  thought 
£t.  These  very  lines,  instead  of  referring  to 
the  power  surrendered  by  His  Excellency,  refer 
to  what  was  reserved.  It  was  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  memorandum,  which  the  honour- 
able member  did  not  read,  which  gave  to 
Besponsible  Ministers  certain  powers  ;  but  the 
lines  quoted  referred  to  a  reservation  of  powers. 
JhTr.  8t<^ffonl 


And  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  nature  of  the  powers  reserved- 
matters   affecting  the  Boyal  prerogative.    I 
have  ever  been  aooustomed  to  indnde  aooaf 
matters  of  Boyal  prerogative  the  right  of  pesM 
or  war.    Well,  what  does  this  message  mean? 
What  is  the  whole  bearing  of  it  except  an  in- 
vitation from  the  Governor  to  the  represeotk- 
tives  of  the  colony  to  say  distinctly,  "  Aye  "  or    , 
"  No  " — will  you  oo-operato  with  the  Imperist 
troops  now  in  the  colony,  under  certain  eit- 
cumstances  and  possible  emergencies,  in  mr 
or  not  ?    Will  you  to  the  best  of  your  meais, 
or  by  an  hypothecation  of  a  porticm  of  your 
means,  assist,  or  will  you  not  ?     The  inteq»- 
tation  given  by  honourable  members  of  tia$ 
House,  and  by  a  portion  of  the  local  Press,  to 
the  resolutions  moved  by  my  honourable  col- 
league on  Wednesday  last  periectly  waarantcd 
His  Excellency  in  stating  that  a  great  nneci- 
tainty  existed  as  to  what  was  meant  by  thoie 
resolutions.     You,  Sir,  may  have  seen  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  editor  of  a  local  paper,  in 
which  the  writer  confesses  he  is  utterly  pnssM 
as  to  their  meaning,,  and  declares  that  tti» 
people   of   England  will   certainly  be  man 
puzzled  still ;  but,  however  the  wntor  of  tiut 
letter  or  the  people  of  England  may  be  pozslad, 
or  however  those  designated  by  another  joumsl 
the  "  uninitiated  "  may  be  puzzled,  it  does  not 
become    Her   Blajesty's  representative  to  be 
puzzled  on  so  important  a  question.    If  ixj 
man  in  the  colony  nas  a  right  to  know  diuAj 
what  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  colony  intends  in  the  matter,  it  is  Her 
Majesty's  representative,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  employment  of  Her  Majesty's  troops.    If 
we  were  not  too  well  aooustomed  to  the  veaa- 
tility,  the  tergiversation,  and  the  oheoiges  of 
opinion  of  some  honourable  members  <rf  thit 
House,  I  diould  have  been  amnsftd  by  tb* 
affectaition  of  the  belief  that  this  qnestton  of 
peace  or  war  was  peculiarly  one  in  vrfiieh  Bi» 
Excellency  should  not   have  moved  withont 
consulting  his  Ministers,  when  on  previous  oo- 
casions  we  have  been  blamed  for  giving  Hi* 
Excellency  advice  on  such  matters.  The  groMr 
men  of  the  accusation  brought  against  us  for- 
merly by  the  honourable  member  for  Ancklaod 
City  West  (Mr.  Williamson)  was  that  we  did 
give  advice  to  the  Governor  on  anaJogoos  mat- 
ters ;  but  he  now  gets  up  in  the  chataoter  of  a 
pillaj;  of  constitutional  privileges,  and  says  that, 
unless  Ministers  join  in  denouncing  the  count 
which  His  Excellency  has  taken  m  not  con- 
sulting them,  he,  for  one,  is  not  prepaied  t» 
consider  the  subject  of  His  Excellency's  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  said  iu\  such  thing. 
I  said  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
not  press  it  on  the  House  till  he  had  explained 
whether  he  had  approved  of  the  ooozse  taken 
by  His  Excellency. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— And  bow  could  such  an 
objection  have  fallen  from  one  who  formerly 
held  the  opinion  that  it  wets  not  our  duty  to 
give  advice  at  all,  or  express  either  approviU  or 
disapproval,  on  suoh  subjects  as  that  referred  to 
in  the  message  7    Ihe  speoial  xeasoa  which  be 
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then  udgned  for  the  withdiMral  of  his  con- 
fidence from  OS  was  that  we  had  meddled  in 
moh  Dutten  at  all ;  hot  he  now  blames  ns  for 
not  meddling,  when  it  is  oonvenient  for  him  to 
u^  in  this  oonoooted  plan  which  we  are  told 
ii  not  a  party  move.  I  do  not  refer  to  yon,  Sir, 
ii  my  remarks,  though  I  will  not  exclnde  the 
hononiable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Ur.  Williamson). 

Hr.  CABLETON.— I  stated  that,  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  it  was  not  intended  as 
%  party  move. 

Mr.  STAKPORD.— I  giro  yon  credit.  Sir,  for 
the  candid  manner  in  which  yon  have  expressed 
your  opinion,  and  I  will  farther  sa^  that  I  do 
not  doabt  that  yon  were  led  to  belieTe  that  it 
WIS  not  a  party  move ;  bat,  from  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  I  am  led  to  a  different  cob- 
oloaian— to  the  belief  that  people  must  have 
been  sctoated  by  party  motives  who,  patting 
Slide  the  greatest  question  which  the  colony 
ksi  ever  been  asked  to  consider,  songht  to  con- 
octe  tn  inferior  question  which  they  might 
well  have  left  Ministers  to  consider  for  them- 
athes.  I  wiU  request  the  honourable  member 
tat  Aoekland  City  West  to  leave  Ministers  to 
fl^t  their  battles  for  themselves;  and  if,  unfor- 
tmstely,  we  are  obliged  to  call  in  assistance, 
file  honoatable  member  may  be  assured  that 
we  ihall  not  fight  under  his  shield.  It  13  now 
my  intention.  Sir,  to  move  an  address  in  reply 
to  His  Excellency's  message.  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say  how  Uie  House  will  deal  with  the 
tddras,  which  no  honourable  members  but 
Uinisters  themselves  have  seen  or,  in  so  far  as  I 
know,  been  aware  of  until  the  House  met  this 
evening.  The  address  which  I  am  about  to 
propose  is  not  a  long  one,  but  it  is  one  of  the 
most  pregnant  addrcases  ever  proposed  for  the 
connderation  of  this  Iiegislatnre.  I  will  now 
read  iriiat  I  propose  that  this  Committee  shall 
leport  to  the  Honse  for  adoption : — 

Mir  IT  FIiXASE   TOUB  ExCXUiBNCT, — 

Vr'e,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyiftl  subieots, 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand, 
htye  taken  into  our  consideration  your  Excel- 
lency's Message  No.  2,  transmitted  to  this 
Hoose  on  the  25th  instant. 

Participating  in  your  Excellency's  anxiety 
kt  the  success  of  the  negotiations  which  we 
nndeistand  to  be  still  pending  with  the  insur- 
gent Natives,  we  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency 
that  we  do  not  contemplate  the  protraction  of 
those  negotiations  beyond  the  time  when  your 
Excellency  shall  have  ceased  to  hope  for  a 
favoniable  issue.  The  maintenance  of  Her 
Majesty's  sovereignty  within  New  Zealand  wa 
legard  as  a  matter  of  Imperial  concern,  and 
yet  at  the  same  time  as  one  in  which  the  in- 
habitants of  these  Islands  have  a  peculiar  and 
vital  interest,  since  we  deem  it  essential  to  the 
Bbu  establishment  of  peace  and  to  the  future 
security  of  life  and  property  in  this  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions.  The  cost  of  the  neoes- 
»iy  measures  for  the  attainment  of  this  great 
end  must  be  to  us,  at  the  present  juncture,  a 
ncondary  consideration.  To  the  extent  of  the 
limited  resources  of  the  colony,  this  House,  so 
fir  as  init  lies,  both  as  regafds  men  and  moneiy , 
1861— » 


is  willing  fully  and  cordially  to  eo-operat« 
with  the  Imperial  Qovemment ;  and,  in  order 
more  clearly  to  define,  as  your  Excellency  in> 
vites  ns  to  do,  the  extent  of  assistance  which 
the  colony  is  prepared  to  afford,  this  House  de- 
declaresits  assent  to  the  organisation  and  main- 
tenance of  such  part  of  the  colonial  forces  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  several 
settlements,  and  vrill  approve  of  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Colonial  Qovemment  of  advances 
from  the  Commissariat  chest  for  defraying  the 
expenditure,  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  despatch — No. 
13,  26th  January,  1861,  —  referred  to  by  your 
Excellency. 

I  repeat,  a  more  important  proposition  has 
never  before  been  submitted  to  this  Legislature ; 
and,  if  honourable  members  desire  to  consider 
a  question  which  above  all  others  deserves  not 
to  De  made  a  party  question — if  they  can  recog- 
nize an  occasion  in  their  political  life  when 
party  should  cease  to  have  a  charm,  and  when 
eve^hing  depends  on  an  honest,  free,  and  up- 
right course  of  action — it  is  with  reference  to 
the  amswer  which  is  to  be  given  to  His  ExoeT» 
lency's  message.  We  need  not  attempt  to  hide 
from  ourselves  that,  if  we  refuse,  as  a  colony, 
to  take  our  share  in  a  question  which,  albeit  it 
is  an  Imperial  concern,  is  yet  one  which  also 
oonoems  the  lives  and  property  of  all  who  in- 
habit this  Island,  we  deserve  to  be  branded, 
first,  as  cowards;  secondly,  as  slaves;  and, 
thirdly,  as  knaves.  I  say  emphatically  that 
those  who,  nnder  the  colour  of  this  being 
merely  an  Imperial  war.  demand  that  all  the 
blood  which  may  be  sned  and  the  treasure 
which  may  be  expended  shall  be  that  of  the 
Mother-country,  are  unworthy  of  the  assistance 
they  ask,  and  deserve  to  be  branded  as  slaves 
and  knaves ;  andJ  care  not  in  such  a  case  what 
may  continue  to  be  my  connection  with  the 
colony,  or  bow  long  my  lot  might  be  cast 
among  such  inen.  I,  who  have  hitherto  been 
a  true  colonist,  and,  with  a  belief  in  the  honour 
of  colonists,  have  stood  up  for  the  colonpr,  and 
fought  her  battles  against  what  I  conceived  to 
be  Imperial  encroachments,  would,  if  such  % 
course  were  adopted,  be  so  disappointed  in  my 
hopes  for  the  future  of  the  colony,. as  to  the 
character  of  its  aspirations,  or  that  from  this 
generation  there  would  arise  that  youthful 
genius  which  should  nprear  a  future  nation, 
that  I  would  ceaaa  to  consider  what  might  be 
my  personal  connection  with  the  colony ;  and 
the  position  I  mi^ht  occupy  in  this  House, 
would  possess  so  kttle  interest,  would  be  one 
of  such  trifling  importance  in  comparison  with 
the  future  relations  of  the  colony  with  the 
Mother-country,  that  I  should  not  care  how 
soon  it  might  terminate,  and  should  think  it 
unworthy  of  any  one  who  knew  the  difference 
between  right  and  wrong  to  be  led  to  quibble  as 
to  the  position  of  a  Responsible  Minister  in  such 
a  country.  Responsible  Minister,  indeed  1  I 
should  esteem  it  no  honour  to  be  a  Responsible 
Minister,  or  to  be  concerned  in  governing  a 
country  whose  people  were  afraid  to  risk,  in  a 
matter  which  of  all  matters  most  affects  them- 
selves and  their  children's  chUdten,  one  ounce 
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of  theii  own  blood  or  one  pound  of  their  o'vm 
money. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  begged  to  ask  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  just  sat  down  amid 
cheers  who  it  was  that,  at  the  present  time, 
had  seriously  proposed  to  withdraw  propositions 
whioh  he  had  hmiseU  made  to  the  Imperial 
OoTemment  for  payment  to  the  support  of  the 
troops  in  this  colony  7  That  honon»ble  gentle- 
man had  elicited  cheers  to-night,  and  bad 
called  on  the  heads  of  others  here  tiie  censure 
apparently  of  the  House,  in  a  strain  of  feigned 
virtuous  indignation ;  but  that  honourable 
gentleman  htid  been  the  first  to  propose  to 
members  of  the  House  to  cast  aside  the  propo- 
sition which  he  himself  had  made  to  the  Home 
Oovemment  that  the  colony  should  pay  £5  a 
head  as  a  compromise  for  barrack  accommoda- 
tion. That  oner,  made  with  the  honourable 
member's  own  pen,  he  had  repudiated.  Who 
was  the  knave  under  such  circumstances  7 

Mr.  STAFFORD  rose  to  order.  The  honour- 
able member  was  stating  what  had  never  oc- 
curred. Let  hiin  produce  papers  in  support  of 
bis  assertions. 

'  Mr.  WILLIAMSOK  said,  papers  were  on  the 
table  now  pressing,  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial 
■Oovemment,  for  a  settlement  of  that  question, 
and  others  containing  that  proposition  of  the 
honourable  member,  to  wbich  the  Imperial  Oo- 
vemment replied  by  demanding  £7,000,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  £S  per  head.  Had  not  the  honour- 
able member  taken  advantage  of  that  to  declare 
tiiat  the  question  was  still  an  open  one,  and 
that  it  was  with  the  House  now  to  say  whether 
a  penny  should  be  paid  to  the  Home  Oovem- 
ment on  SMscount  of  these  expenses  7  He  (Mr. 
Willianxson)  desired  that  both  sides  of  this 
case  should  be  heard.  He  was  sorry  he  should 
have  been  called  on  to  rise  after  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  whose  ability  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  this  House  he  womd  admit  to  the 
fullest  extent.  He  was  sorry  that  a  humble 
member  like  himself  should  have  been  obliged 
to  rise  after  the  honourable  gentleman  to  reply 
to  him.  But,  having  been  puticularly  ad- 
-dressed,  be  felt  he  could  no  longer  sit  still 
while  he  knew  that  to  be  the  fact  which  he 
bad  just  stated  to  the  Committee. 

Hon,  Mbxbkbs. — No,  no. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  honourable  mem- 
bers might  say  "No,  no;"  but  he  believed 
it  to  be  the  uct.  [The  honourable  mem- 
ber then  read  the  correspondence  containing 
the  proposal  of  the  Colomal  Secretary,  and  the 
Oeneral's  reply  requiring  a  sum  of  £7,000  in 
addition  to  the  proposed  £5  per  man.  The 
bonourable  member  then  proceeded  thus :]  And 
now  I  ask  the  honourable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Oovemment  if  he  has  not  himself  stated 
that  that  question  is  now  an  open  question, 
and  that  his  compromise  ofiored  on  behalf  of 
the  colony  to  the  Home  Ooveminent,  because 
of  their  pressing  for  £7,000  additional,  was  now 
withdrawn.  Let  the  honourable  member  say 
be  has  not  stated  that. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Yes. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Then  I  say  that  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  will  yet  have  cause  to 


blush  for  the  statement  the  bonoorablo  : 
her  haa  just  made. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  bonourable  member 
misunderstands :  I  do  deny  it. 

Mr.  WILLUMSON.— WeU,  I  shall  wait  tiU 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  De- 
fence IS  brought  up.  The  honourable  mnmhw 
has  stated  that  I,  on  a  former  occasion,  con* 
denmed  the  Oovemment  for  giving  advice  to 
His  Exoellency  on  the  war.  I  did.  Minintew, 
in  my  opinion,  were  open  to  censure  lea  hair- 
ing  advised  Eiis  Excellency  to  enter  upon  a 
war  when  be  bad  only  300  troops  to  s^id  to 
Taranaki — a  war  likely  to  involve,  aa  the  un- 
fortunate experience  of  subsequent  proceedings 
has  shown,  tnis  Island  in  a  bloody  war  between 
the  two  races,  which  were  before)  living  at  peace 
and  quiet  with  each  other,  and  so  involve  tba 
colony  in  expenses  which  are  now  beginning  to 
appear  somewhat  large,  and  to  alarm  Boma 
honourable  members  who  have  all  al^g  en- 
couraged the  honourable  gentleman.  What  I 
blamed  the  Government  for  was  for  taking  on 
themselves,  a  month  before  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  advise  the  Governor  to 
embark  in  that  proceeding.  If  Ministers  bad 
refrained  from  advising  His  Excellency  to  com- 
mence war  at  that  juncture,  when  his  force  vaa 
inadequate — if  they  had  said,  "We  shall  wait 
till  we  consult  the  Legislature" — they  would 
have  acted  more  wisely  and  prudenuy  tbaa 
they  did.  The  honourable  member  says  it  is 
enough  to  incite  discussion  that  any  objection 
should  be  raised  now  to  the  question  put  by 
the  Govenmient,  Are  the  military  to  be  em- 
ployed or  not? — are  they  to  be  employed  in 
putting  down  this  rebellion  and  establishing 
the  Queen's  supremacy,  or  not  7  la  this  the 
time  to  put  that  quesuon?  Is  this  the  time 
for  the  Governor  of^the  oonntry  to  propose  such 
a  bargain  to  the  Legislature — now  that  the 
troops  are  here  7  The  Governor  has  invited 
the  Home  Government  to  send  here  3,000 
men,  aai  the  Native  Secretary  has  said 
3,000  will  not  be  enough,  you  must  send 
6,000.  Orders  have  been  given,  an  enormoos 
expense  has  been  incurred,,  and  the  troorn 
are  here.  A  declaration  has  been  sent  to  the 
Waikato  Natives  by  the  Ciovemor,  positively 
stating  that  he  has  been  commanded  to  put 
down  the  King  movement.  And  is  this  the 
time  for  him  to  withdraw  from  that  position 
and  say,  "  Unless  you  give  me  men  and  money 
I  shall  not  order  the  troops  to  be  employed"  7 
Is  that  a  statement  to  be  put  in  a  document 
which  must  be  read  by  the  Natives  themselvea, 
who  are  astute  enough  to  compare  the  two, 
and  look  at  the  position  which  the  Governor 
takes  in  the  one  and  in  the  other.  This  House 
has  a  right  to  ask  the  Ministers  if  they  approve 
of  the  course  taken  by  the  Governor  in  this 
matter.  The  Governor  says  that,  unless  we 
second  the  Imperial  authorities  with  money 
and  men,  the  troops  in  the  colony  shall  not  be 
employed  in  doing  that  which  he  has  told  the 
Natives  he  must  do.  I  think  the  Colonial 
Secretary  will  admit  that  if  he  had  seen  that 
message  he  would  not  have  advised  the  Go- 
vernor to  use  those  words.    We  are  blamed  to- 
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Bight  for  thiowing  this  matter  entirely  on  the 
Imperial  authorities ;  bat  two  ardent  suppor- 
ters of  the  Government  in  this  House  have  de- 
clared it  their  opinion  that  this  is  an  Imperial 
■question;  but  those  honourable  gentlemen 
were  never  branded  as  Icnaves  or  attacked 
as  others  have  been  this  night  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  were  ratiier  cheered. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.—  The  honourable  member 
is  tniarepresenling  me.  I  branded  no  honour- 
able gentleman  as  a  knave.  I  said  the  whole 
colony  waa  worthy  to  be  branded  as  slaves  and 
knaves  if,  on  the  ground  of  this  being  an  Im- 
perial war,  they  demanded  that  all  the  expense 
of  blood  and  treasure  should  be  borne  by  the 
Mother-country. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Well,  I  consider  my- 
self a  colonist — all  members  of  this  House  are 
■  colonists ;  and  those  who  differ  from  the  honour- 
aUe  member  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment 
Skte  knaves — ^part  of  the  great  colony  of  knaves. 
Kow,  I  wish  to  state  that  nothing  was  said 
against  honourable  members  on  whom  Minis- 
~  texs  rely  for  support  during  the  present  session. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
moved  for  a  return  showing  the  cost  of  the  war 
up  to  the  present  time,  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  said  he 
-conld  not  understand  the  reason  for  asking  for 
such  a  return,  as  the  expense  was  entirely  an 
ImperiiJ  question.  I  do  not  know  if  this  was 
i  applauded  from  the  Ministerial  table ;  but,  at 
air  events,  there  was  no  objection  whatever 
made  to  it. 

Mr.  O'NEILL.  — The  honourable  member 
has  stated  a  part  of  the  truth,  bat  not  the 
whole. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  have  not  done  yet. 
Mr.  O'NEILL. — I  said  simply  that  the  ques- 
.:tion  was  an  Imperial  one — that  the  defence 
sent  by  the  Home  Oovemment  would  be  paid 
'  for  by  the  Home  Government ;  but,  as  to  the 
.  colonists,  it  was  our  duty  to  pay  our  own  ex- 
penses— those  connected  with  the  Wilit.in  stafE 
and  the  Volunteers. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Well,  those  are  the 
sentiments  held  round  about  me,  and  they  are 
my  own  sentiments.  We  did  not  oppose  the 
£160,000  loan  for  this  purpose  asked  for  last 
'  session.  But  I  do  not  recollect  the  honourable 
member  qualifying  his  remark  as  he  has  now 
^one.  I  imderstood  him  merely  to  say  that  he 
•  could  see  no  object  whatever  in  asking  for  this 
return,  as  it  was  an  Imperial  question,  and  the 
less  we  inquired  into  the  expenditure  the  bet- 
ter. There  was  then  no  condedlnation  uttered 
'  from  the  Ministerial  table.  With  regard  to  my 
colleague  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Firth),  he 
was  very  explicit  on  this  point,  entirely  repudiat- 
ing the  idea  that  this  was  anything  but  an  Im- 
perial war ;  and  his  whole  arguments  for  the 
amendment  he  proposed  were  grounded  on  the 
basis  that  it  was  entirely  an  Imperial  question, 
and  one  that  should  not  be  thrown,  as  Minis- 
ters seemed  to  throw  it,  on  the  colony;  for, 
if  honourable  members  recollect,  the  terms  of 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Native  Minis- 
ter were  that  we  should,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, approve  of  the  Governor  employing 


the  forces.  I  believe  it  was  the  desire  of  Minis- 
ters that  the  colony  should  be  placed  in  that 
position ;  and,  if  those  resolutions  had  been 
nassed,  the  Governor  would  no  doubt  have 
been  perfectly  satisfied.  But  Ministers  saw 
very  plainly  that  they  could  not  car^  the  reso- 
lutions in  the  form  in  which  they  introduced 
them,  and  they  submitted  to  the  very  proper 
amendment  prwosed  by  my  colleague  for 
Auckland  City  West.  They  accepted  them, 
and  with  nearly  as  loud  a  cheer  from  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  as  has  been  given  to 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to-night.  They  accepted 
these  terms,  though  not  entirely  aooeptable 
to  the  Governor ;  and  when  they  were  pasted 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  seized  his  hat  and 
rushed  out  of  the  House  as  if  to  say.  We  have 
achieved  a  victory  indeed  t  But  this  is  not  the 
time  to  bargain  in  a  petty  way  with  regard  to 
these  expenses.  We  declared  last  session  that 
we  would  support  the  Governor  so  far  as  it  was 
necessary ;  but  we  must  take  care  we  do  not 
pledge  the  people  of  the  colony,  in  supporting 
him,  to  an  extent  that  may  drive  ma^y  away 
from  the  colony,  and  plunge  the  country  into 
embarrassments  that  will  press  heavily  upon 
us  now  and  upon  generations  to  come.  The 
House  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  support  the  Go- 
vernor in  every  possible  way  that  the  colony 
can  bear. 

Mr.- STAFFORD  begged  to  explain  that  he 
had  preferred  no  charge  of  cowardice  against 
any  member  of  the  House,  or  any  person  out  of 
it ;  he  had  said  that  if  a  certam  course  were 
adopted  they  would  deserve  to  be  branded 
as  cowards  and  knaves.  Nor  had  he  ever  re- 
pudiated liabilities  entered  into  with  the  Im- 
perial Government  for  the  payment  of  Her 
Majesty's  troops.  What  he  did  do  was  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Imperial  Government  that  the 
colony  should  pay  £5  per  head  for  whatever 
number  of  troops  might  be  stationed  in  the 
colony.  The  ImperiaJ  Government,  in  accept- 
ing this  proposal,  had  made  additional  claims, 
which  would  amount  to  about  £7  per  head 
more,  and  had  also  asked  for  the  cost  of  erect- 
ing barracks  at  N^w  Plymouth,  which  were 
constructed  before  tiie  colony  was  called  on  to 
provide  for  such  charges.  He  had  refused 
these  claims  without  the  sanction  of  the 
House;  but  he  emphatically  denied  having 
repudiated  any  engagement  ever  made  by  him 
or  the  House  with  the  Imperial  Government. 
When  the  report  of  the  Military  Defence  Com- 
mittee came  up  honourable  members  might 
make  any  remark  they  pleased  upon  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  would  not  characterize  the 
taste  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  the  terms  it  deserved.  It  re- 
minded him  of  an  anecdote  of  the  well-known 
Richardson,  whose  histrionic  exhibitions  for- 
merly delighted  the  frequenters  of  Bartholomew 
Fair,  and  who,  having  lost  one  of  his  principal 
aptors,  applied  to  a  friend  to  find  him  another. 
His  friend  recommended  one  who  was  well 
versed  in  Shakespeare.  "  Shakespeare !"  was 
Richardson's  reply.  "  What  do  I  care  for  Shake- 
speare ;  I  want  a  hoigh-tragedy  man."  The 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84 


Addreu  to 


[HOUSE.]        Hii  ExeetlMesf.        [Junb  S& 


yemment  was  evidently  desirous  of  qualify- 
ing himself  for  a  yacancj  in  Mr.  Biohardson'g 
troupe,  having,  no  doubt,  the  prospect  before 
him  of  an  early  loss  of  his  present  seat.  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  should  certainly  not  condescend  to 
reply  to  the  epipthets  which  the  honourable 
member  had  scattered  through  the  House — 
the  choice  selection  of  "cowards,"  "knaves," 
"  slaves,"  and  "  rogues  "  which  he  had  thrown 
at  the  heads  of  members  of  that  House,  and 
of  their  constituents  outside ;  but  he  would 
ask  whether  the  use  of  such  language  was 
likely  to  add  to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  or  to 
increase  the  reject  in  which  it  was  held  by 
those  outside.  Was  the  tone  of  the  honourable 
member  that  in  which  the  discussion  of  a 
grave  subject  like  that  before  the  House  ought 
to  be  approached,  and  particularly  by  one  of 
His  Excellency's  Responsible  Ministers?  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  deeply  regretted  to  have  been  a  wit- 
ness to  such  an  exhibition  as  that  which  the 
honourable  member  had  made  of  himself.  He 
would  now  not  further  notice  it.  But  there 
was  one  charge  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  could  not  pass  over,  and 
under  the  gravamen  of  which  he  should  be 
sorry  to  rest.  The  charge  was  that  of  having 
approached  the  subject  in  a  party  spirit.  He 
appealed  to  all  the  members  on  his  side  of  the 
House — he  appealed  to  the  Chairman  of  Oom- 
mittees,  whether  it  was  not  determined  by  him- 
self and  those  with  whom  he  usually  acted,  long 
before  the  debate  commenced,  to  lay  aside  all 
party  action  and  to  give  the  Ministry  their 
cordial  concurrence  in  fighting  out  the  consti- 
tutional battle  on  which  the  Qovemor  had 
thrown  down  the  gauntlet.  And,  having  him- 
self before  avowed  this,  and  the  Chairman  of 
Conmiittees  having  supported  him,  it  was 
not  consistent  with  the  usages  of  gentlemen 
for  the  honourable  member  to  persist  in  de- 
nouncing the  part  now  taken  as  the  result  of 
party  feeling.  If  proof  to  the  contrary  were 
required,  the  House  had  it  in  the  fact  of  his 
withdrawing  the  notice  of  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  in  Ministers  which  he  had  given,  till 
this  matter  should  be  disposed  of.  Had  he  been 
actuated  by  faxty  feelings  should  he  have  de- 
layed that  motion  ?  What  could  his  side  of  the 
House  gain  by  delay  ?  [The  honourable  mem- 
ber then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Oovemoi 
had  departed  from  the  established  usage  in 
reference  to  Responsible  Government  by  ab- 
staining from  consulting  his  Ministers  in  refer- 
ence to  his  message.  The  memorandum  by 
which  Ministerial  relations  were  established 
distinctly  stated  that,  on  questions  of  preroga- 
tive or  Imperial  interests,  His  Excellency  would 
be  happy  to  receive  the  advice  of  his  Ministers, 
though  not  bound  to  act  on  it.  'By  another 
memorandum,  explaining  this.  His  Excellency 
said  that  "  he  understood  by  it  that  all  such 
questions  were  to  be  considered  as  vrithin  sec- 
tions 19,  20,  and  21  of  the  Royal  Instructions ;" 
and  by  those  Royal  Instructions  he  was  ex- 
pressly directed  "  on  all  occasions  to  consult 
bis  Executive  Council."  The  conclusion  was  a 
logical  necessity,  that  on  Imperial  questions 
.His  Excellency  was  bound  to  consult  his  Minis- 
Mr.  Fox 


tern,  thon^  open  to  reject  their  advice.  On 
this  occasion  he  had  not  consnltad  them,  and 
it  was  a  breach  of  the  arrangement  between 
himself  and  that  House  which  the  Ministiy 
was  bound  to  resent.]  The  Colonial  Treasiini, 
who  was  such  an  adept  at  splitting  hairs,  pre- 
tended to  believe  that  honourable  members  on 
this  side  were  talking  against  their  better 
knowledge.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  denied  the  fact;  and 
considered  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  other 
conclusion  than  that  which  he  had  arrived  si 
He  would  not  now  discuss  the  merits  of  th* 
message,  or  its  important  subject-matter.  The 
tone  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  given  to 
the  debate  was  not  that  in  which  it  ought  (» 
be  approached;  and  the  subject  should  be  de- 
ferred till  the  House  was  prepared  to  addreas 
itself  to  it  in  a  calmer  temper  than  that  ex- 
hibited by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  vu 
not  creditable  to  the  Ministerial  table  thst 
such  a  tone  should  proceed  from  it.  If  there 
was  any  part  of  the  House  where  oonrtes^ 
and  gentlemanly  demeanour — he  would  not 
say  generosity — ought  to  prevail,  it  was  on  the 
Ministerial  benches.  He  was  sorry  to  say  tint 
on  this  occasion  there  had  been  a  melancholj 
display  of  the  contrary.  He  should  thereiois 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  that  the 
Chairman  do  report  progress  and  ask  leave  t» 
sit  again,  in  order  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  might 
consult  with  his  friends  on  the  course  to  he 

Sursued,  and  come  prepared  on  a  following 
ay  with  an  amendment   to  the  Ministeriu 
address. 

Mr.  DICK  admitted  that,  notwithstanding 
what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  said,  he  mu. 
still  one  of  those  who  were  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  the  message  of  the  Qovemor,.with- 
ont  the  intervention  of  the  Executive  Minis- 
try, was  constitutional.  It  had  reference  t» 
monetary  assistance  from  the  House,  and  did 
not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  only  an  ImpeiisI 
question.  At  all  events,  whether  the  conn* 
adopted  was  really  constitutional  or  no,  it  int- 
one which  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  in  this  case  there  did  not  seem  to 
be  the  least  necessity  for  its  adoption.  Th* 
Ministry  seemed  quite  ready  to  adopt  the  mes- 
sage —  the  Colomal  Secretary  had,  in  fsct, 
brought  forward  a  resolution  which  showed  ho« 
highly  he  approved  of  it.  The  simple  fact 
appeared  to  oe  that,  after  the  resolutions  to 
wmch  His  Excellency  referred  in  the  message 
were  passed  in  the  House,  the  Ministry,  though 
at  the  time  adopting  them,  on  looking  them 
quietly  over  afterwuds,  either  did  not  fully 
understand  or  were  not  quite  satisfied  with 
them ;  and  therefore  the  message  under  oon- 
sideration  was  sent  down.  But  the  better  plsn 
would  have  been  for  the  Ministry  honestly  to 
have  admitted  the  difSculty  they  found  them- 
selves in,  and  asked  the  House  for  a  farther 
explanation  of  those  resolutions.  This  irould 
have  been  a  straightforward  course,  and  would 
have  avoided  the  constitutional  difficulty  <» 
sending  a  message  without  consultation  wiu> 
the  Executive.  The  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion might  be  anxious  to  save  life— European 
life— both  British  and  Native  life— and  ">» 
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pablie  money ;  and  beo«iue  they  wece  iu- 
-cUned  to  save  both  life  and  property  it  was 
scarcely  fair  that  snch  aspersions  as  "  cowards," 
"  knaves,"  and  "  slaves"  should  be  thrown  out 
-against  them.  The  question  had  not  been  in ves- 
ti^ted  yet.  There  were  previous  matters  to 
be  considered,  which  it  was  only  right  should 
be  explained  before  they  could  know  in  what 
poeitiou  they  stood  in  regard  to  the  contents 
«f  the  menage.  He  should  therefore  support 
the  proposition  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  G.  W.  KICHMOND  said  that  there  was 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  tone  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
because,  unlike  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell,  he  had  not  afiected  a  knowledge  of 
-subjects  upon  which  he  was  necessarily  un- 
informed. It  was  not  surprising  that  some 
new  members  should  find  difficulty  when 
bonouiable  members  opposite  had  been  floun- 
dering about  and  making  blunder  after  blunder. 
The  honourable  ntember  for  Dunedin  had 
stated  that,  as  the  Governor's  message  merely 
«sked  the  House  to  explain  the  resolutions 
.adopted  on  the  19th,  there  seemed  no  reason 
"why  His  Excellency  should  not  have  consulted 
Hinisters  in  the  usual  way.  Now,  if  this  were 
a  complete  account  of  what  the  message  con- 
tained, he  (Mr.  Richmond)  should  agree  with 
that  honourable  member.  But  this  was  not 
folly  stating  the  case.  See  what  the  message 
leally  contained.  The  Qovemor,  as  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Imperial  Qovemment,  pre- 
scribed certain  terms  to  the  colony.  [Here  the 
honourable  member  read  the  passages  of  the 
message  in  which  the  Qovemor  states  that 
-**  the  troops  now  in  the  colony  have  been  sent 
to  meet  an  emergency,  not  to  act  as  a  garrison, 
a  service  for  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  retain 
them  for  an  indefinite  period ;"  and  in  which 
His  Ebccellency  declares  that  "  the  question  of 
.«olonial  amistonce,  as  regards  both  men  and 
money,  ought  to  be  more  clearly  defined  than  it 
has  yet  been,"  and  then -goes  on  to  intimate 
that "  Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Oovemment  ex- 
.peots  from  the  colony  a  full  and  cordial  co- 
operation both  in  men  and  money ;  and,  unless 
lie  is  assured  of  its  continuance  he  is  not  pre- 
pared to  instruct  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Cameron 
to  employ  the  Imperial  forces."]  These  de- 
mands were  obviously  demands  made  upon  the 
Ckivemment  of  the  colony,  and  it  was  palpably 
absnrd  to  contend  &at  they  ought  to  have  been 
made,  or  advised,  by  that  Government  itself. 
His  Excellency,  in  the  message,  plainly  and 
nnmistakably  assumed,  as  it  was  his  right  and 
duty  to  do  in  such  a  case,  a  position  quite 
external  and,  as  it  were,  antagonistic  to  the 
Oovemment  of  the  colony.  What  part  could  a 
O>lonial  Ministry  have  in  the  making  of  such 
demands  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  still  professed  to  misunderstand  the  mat- 
tar;  and  he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  was  bound  to 
believe  him.  All  he  could  say  was  that  the 
lionourable  member  had  not  so  good  a  head  as 
he  had  given  him  credit  for.  What  was  the 
use  of  laboriously  expounding  the  memoran- 
dum of  1856  ?  It  had  nothing  to  do  With  tiie 
nlqeet.     Xhat  memorandum  of  neo«Baty  re- 


lated exclusively  to  the  business  of  the  Golo> 
nial  Government.  But  it  was  no  part  of 
the  business  of  the  Colonial  Government  to 
make  demands  upon  itself.  As  to  the  men- 
tion of  Imperial  subjects  in  the  memo- 
randum, upon  which  so  much  stress  was  laid 
by  the  honourable  member,  that  was  easily  ex- 
plained. The  business  of  ihe  Colonial  Govern- 
ment was  divisible  into  matters  purely  colonial 
and  matters  in  which  the  Imperial  Oovem- 
ment had  an  interest.  It  was  to  this  latter 
class — Imperial  subjects — that  the  memoran- 
dum of  18S6  related.  Native  affairs  belonged 
to  this  class  of  mixed  questions.  But,  alto- 
gethei  apart  from  the  business  of  the  Colonial 
Government,  there  were  matters  exclusively 
Imperial,  as  to  which  the  Governor  had  always 
acted,  as  in  the  present  case,  as  the  agent 
and  representative  of  the  Imperial  Government, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  (Mr.  Bichmond)  observed  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  had  not  answered 
his  reference  to  the  coarse  taken  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  58th  Begiment,  when  both  Houses 
addressed  the  Governor  to  retain  the  regiment. 
The  Governor  replied  that  he  was  unable  to 
do  so ;  and  His  Excellency's  message  on  that  oc- 
casion expressly  stated  that  he  so  replied  after 
consulting  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Forces 
and  the  Native  Secretary.  That  was  a  stronger 
case  for  consulting  Ministers  than  the  present ; 
and  yet  they  were  not  consulted.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  described  the 
Bj^eech  of  the  Colonies  Secretarv  as  in  the 
high-tragedv  vein.  Well,  the  debates  of  the 
House  on  the  present  question  might  well  be 
described  in  the  favourite  language  of  a  popular 
author,  with  whom  some  members  were  ac- 
quainted, as  tragic  in  the  extreme — at  least,  as 
a  tragi-comedy  at  once  melancholy  and  ridicu- 
lous. Here,  with  the  most  important  question 
h^wflitig  over  their  heads  that  ever  was  discussed 
by  a  Colonial  Assembly,  were  they  splitting 
hairs  on    petty    questions    of    constitutional 

Punctilio,  and  shirking  the  pith  of  the  matter, 
s  regarded  the  proposition  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei,  to  have  progress  re- 
ported, with  a  view  to  the  more  mature  con- 
sideraUon  of  the  proposed  answer  to  His 
Excellency,  that  was  quite  fair,  and  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  make  the  slightest  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reference  to  his  motion  to  re- 
port progress,  said  he  did  not  think  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  resume  the  debate  before 
Friday.  He  could  not  see  what  time  mem- 
bers would  have  to  prepare  themselves.  The 
Committees  would  be  sitting  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning  (Thursday),  and  the  House  would 
sit  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  business  might  be 
very  shortly  gone  through  to-morrow,  and  they 
would  be  allowed  time  to  consider,  and  come 
fully  prepared  to  take  a  decided  course.  If  the 
debate  was  adjourned  till  Friday  they  would 
be  able  to  take  issue  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  offer  no  objection 
to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  to  report  progress— he  thought  the 
House  should  have  time  to  consider  before 
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tiiey  came  to  a  decision ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
diould  be  vrith  the  nnderstanding  that  this 
ctnestion  shonld  take  precedence  of  all  others 
except  merelj  routine  Imsinesa — that  it  should 
be  placed  as  the  first  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FIRTH,  with  the   permission   of   the 
House,  wished  to  say  a  few  words  to  remove 
any  misapprehension  which  the  amendment  he 
had  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  House  on 
Wednesday  evening  had  created.    He  believed 
his  speech  had  been  more  misunderstood  than 
bis  amendment,  though  he  thought  both  were 
generally  well  understood  in  the  House.   When 
proposing  the  amendment  he  had  said  that 
it  would  have  been  well  if  the  Native  Minister 
had  stated  more  clearly  than  he  did  that  this 
matter  was  an  Imperial  question.    When  he 
remembered  that  some  honourable  members 
last  session,  and  one  at  least  this  session,  had 
indorsed  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch,  in 
which  he  stated  that  this  was  a  settlers'  war, 
he  thought  it  was  high  time  it  should  be  an- 
thoiitatively  stated  that  it  was  not  a  settlera' 
war,  but  that  it  was  an'  Imperiid  war ;  and  with 
that  view  he  proposed  his  amendment.    But, 
while  he  invited  the  House  to  state  that  it  was 
an  Imperial  wu,  and  that  the  people  of  -this 
country  expected  the  expenses  of  the  war  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Imperial  Treasury,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  shirk  any  du^ — it  was  never 
his  intention  to  say  that  the  House  refused  to 
contribute  its  full  share  to  the  expenses  of 
rifles,  colonial  forces,  Ao. ;  and  he  repudiated, 
in  the  name  of  the  colony,  any  imputation  that 
Qiey  were  unprepared  to  take  upon  their  own 
shoulders  the  colonial  portion  of  the  cost  in- 
curred.   It  had  been  said  that  it  was  bit  for 
the  colony  to  pay  only  for  the  colonial  part  of 
the  forces  used.    No  one  ever  objected  to  that ; 
but  it  was  not  fair  to  pay,  in  addition,  the  Im- 
perial expenses,  that  might  amount,  perhaps, 
to  half  a  million  or  a  million  sterling.    When 
he  said  the  colony  vras  prepared  to  bear  a  fair 
share  of  the  cost  of  the  war,  he  at  the  same 
time  wanted  the  colony  to  take  an  indepen- 
dent stand,  and  therefore  he  could  not  agree  to 
one  portion  of  the  address.    He  did  not  like 
half-and-half  understandings  with  the  Home  Qo- 
vemment.  It  was  not  right  to  say  that  we  were 
going  to  take  upon  us  a  large  proportion  of  the 
expenditure,  but  that  we  hope  we  shall  never 
be  asked  for  payment.    On  the  part  of  the 
colonists,  he  protested  against  any  Minister  of 
the  day,  when  these  matters  came  to  be  ad- 
justed, going   te   the   Home  -  country  in  the 
sneaking   position   of   begging-oS   from   pay- 
ment of  that  which  had  been  undertaken  m 
an  hour  of  peril.    He  desired  the  colony  to 
stand  in  a  high  position ;  and  that,  he  thought, 
was  the  wish  of  the  House  and  the  countrr : 
They  did  not  desire  to  kneel  down  before  the 
Imperial  authorities,  and  try  to  sneak  out  of 
their  liabilities,  or  refuse  to  pay  what  they  had 
undertaken.  He  had  a  high  opinion  of  colonial 
honour,  and  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  tarnished 
by  the  charge  of  repudiating  our  just  debts, 
imother  point  arose   out  of   the  resolutions 
lately  passed,  and  on  this  his  attention  had 
been  fixed  from  the  first— the  veiy  considerable 
Mr.  Btafford 


amount  of  loss  snte  to  arise  from  the  eonteit' 
now  so  imminent.    On  that  point  he  wished 
the  colonists  to  be  put  in  a  proper  position. 
When  the  settlers'  farms  and  homesteads  were 
burned  and  destroyed  he  wanted  those  poor 
people  to  be  able  to  come  to  the  House  and 
demand  compensation;    and   he  desired   the 
Home  Government  to  understand  that  ihey 
did  not  accept  the  position  of  compensaticte 
unless  they  had  the  power  given  them  of  com- 
pensating. For  he  knew  that,  influenced  as  the 
Imperial  Qovemment  was  by  certain  people  in 
this  country  who  persisted  in  asserting  that 
this  war  was  a  settlers'  war,  when  the  aflairs 
came  to  a  final  adjustment  there  would  be  an 
immense  outoi^  against  taking  the  lands  of  the 
rebels.    Now,  he  took  it  that  those  lands  were 
the  natural  funds  from  which  to  compensate 
the  ruined  settlers.    He  wished,  therefore,  to 
put  the  colony  in  such  a  position  that  the  Im- 
perial Qovemment  at  the  end  of  the  war  should 
not  be  able  to  say,  "  We  shall  neither  compen- 
sate from  our  own  treasury  nor  from  the  lands 
which  we  mar  fairly  claim  from  the  rebels."' 
He  did  not,  therefore,  want  the  colony  to  be 
supposed  to  repudiate  that  portion  of  the  cost 
of  fighting  wmoh  they  were  fairly  entitled  to 
pay;  but  he  did  wish  the  lands  of  the  rebels  to 
be  proclaimed  as  the  fund  from  which  oom- 
pensation  would  be  made  to  the  settlers.    There 
were  a  few  things  which  the  colony  might  very 
fairly  be  called  upon  to  pay.    There  was  the 
£6  per  man  which  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  a 
very  business-like  manner,  had  put  as  com- 
position; so  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  abont 
the  colonial  share  of  the  cost  of  the  Imperial 
troops  in  this    country.     That  was    proper; 
but  he  (Mr.  Firth)  believed  that  further  claims 
had  been  set  up  on  behalf  of  the  troops,  which 
he  would  oppose  when  they  came  before  the 
House.    He  referred  to  what  was  known  as 
lodging-money,  and  which  amounted  to  about 
£7  per  man  additional.    He  did  not  say  that 
tiie  troops  were  not  entitled  to  this — nay,  it 
might  even  be  a  very  proper  claim  upon  the  Im- 
perial Qovemment ;  but  it  vras  not  fair  to  ask 
so  poor  a  country  as  this  to  pay  such  aggra- 
vated charges.     Another  charge  which   tfiey 
might  fairly  be  called  upon  to  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  £5  per  man  agreed  upon,  was  the  coat 
of  all  rifles  put  in  their  hands,  however  mnoh 
it  may  be ;  and  he  would  like  to  see  a  rifle  in 
every  man's  hand  in   the  colony  capable  of 
bearing  arms.    There  was  also  the  ccmt  of  the 
Volunteers  and  Militia.    These  colonial  troops 
performed  duties  that  would  have  to  be  done 
by  the  military  were  the  colonists  not  both 
readj  and  willing  to  assist  the  Imperial  an- 
thofaties,  as  far  as  their  limited  powers  per- 
mitted, in  fighting  out  what  was  now  avezy- 
where  admitted  to  be  an  Imperial  questioit. 
The  proportion  to  be  paid  by  the  colony  mi^t 
be  so  arranged  as  that  the  colony  should  pay 
Is.  6d.  of  the  3s.  6d.  per  day  paid  the  oolooial 
forces  when  on  active  service.    However,  ak  be 
did  not  know  how  such  gentlemen  as  dukes, 
marquises,  and  earls  conducted  business,  he 
would    have    all   these    conditions  put   ttpott 
record  in  the  shape   of   a   specific  aoMige- 
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[Tka  lxonoanU«  mamber  then  pro- 
to  vindicate  his  poUtioal  omuistenoy.] 
He  had  always  maintaiiMd  that  nnlem  we 
Tmpwrial  aothonty  was  upheld  by  the  Impezial 
QamaaavoA  thia  ooontty  would  not  be  worth 
Ii*ing  in.     For  twenty  yean  past  they  had 
been  «i rifting  to  the  position  in  which  they 
found  themaalTes,  and  it  was  now  tiieir  duty 
to  torn  and  face  the  impeiioos  difficulty  that 
beset  them.    They  had  come  to  it  face  to  face, 
and  he,  for  one,  would  nevei  diaw  back.    He 
did  not  jndae  the  justice  of  a  oouise  of  policy 
\if  the  lesmts  of  an  unfoitonate  military  cam- 
paign.   To  form  a  judgment  on  luch  grounds 
was  not  onlT  unwise,  but,  at  this  crisis,  was  abso- 
latety  fatal ;  and  he  warned  honourable  mem- 
bes  against  falling  into  so  dangerous  an  error. 
It  was  a  great  wrong  to  throw  an  imputation 
aa.  the  oharacter  of  the  British  soldier,  as  in 
■ome  instctnoes  had  lately  been  the  case,  when 
his  character  was  justified  by  the  noble  deeds 
ol  A  bnmdred  battle-fields.    Give  him  fair-play, 
pat  him  under  the  command  of  a  man  able 
and  willing  to  lead  him,  and  he  will  show  that 
Vm  B^^ish  soldier  of  Waterloo,  and  of  a  han- 
dled  battle-fields   beside  in   India   and   in 
Bnrope,   is   the   same   British    soldier  still. 
Then  let  there  be  no  more  attempts  made  to 
8«t  out  of  the  matter  by  holding  up  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  or  hy  i^ipealing  to  toe  fears  of 
the  people.    The  counti^  was  prepared  to  face 
ttie  danger,  and   be  trae  to  itself   and   the 
Mother-country;  and  he  hoi>ed  that  no  party 
politios  would  prerent  that  policy  from  being 
"»»»«a^  out.   He  had  hoped  that  the  resolutions 
of  Wednesday  evening,  instead  of  being  mis- 
onderstood,  would  hare  laid  the  basis  of  an  inti- 
mate union  of  all  parties  in  the  House,  so  that 
flie  peqple  of  England  and  the  rebel  Maoris 
might  see  that,  whatever  had  been  the  former 
divisions  on  this  movement,  at  last  they  would 
be  found  as  one  man.    He  would  urge  the 
aeoesnty  for  uniim  at  this  crisis,  and  in  doing 
•o  ealled  their  attention  to  a  somewhat  similar 
crisis  in  Europe  at  the  beginning  of  this  oen- 
tary,  when  the  fair  fabric  of  society  was  in 
danger  of  being  destroyed  by  divisions  among 
the  leading  English  statesmen.    At  the  begin- 
niog  of  the  French  Revolution  a  man  who  bore 
the  noble  name  of  Fox — Oharles  James  Fox — 
was  led  away  by  the  specious  use  of  the  words 
**  freedom,"  "  fraternity,"  and  "  the  rights  of 
man,"  so  that  he  was  induced  to  take  sides 
almost  against  his  countrymen — at  all  events, 
to  head  a  portion  of  his  counti3rmen  for  the 
attainment  <rf  objects  which,  instead  of  being 
••the  rights  of  man,"  had  almost  ended  in 
•weejung  away  civilisation  itself.    It  was  not 
tUl  these  men  saw  the  effects  of  the  movement 
they  had  festered,  saw  it  accumulating  its  forces 
lader  the  first  Napoleon  for  the  invasion  of  Eng- 
land, to  sweep  from  the  earth  the  last  bnlwa» 
of  civilisation  itself,  that  their  eyes  were  fully 
opMied,  and   800,000  volunteers  sprang   into 
sxistsnce,  and  when,  to  quote  one  of  the  greatest 
of  modem  bistoriSkAs — "  when  the  voice  of  fao- 
tion  was  hushed,  and  the  leaders  of  parties  were 
banded  together  by  one  spirit  to  meet  and  repel 
the  aqpaaaa.  toe."    A  crisis  had  arisen  in  our 


own  affairs  requiring  united  vigorous  action; 
and  he  called  upon  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
sink  minor  difHrenoes  in  the  higher  object  ia' 
view. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Progress  repotted,  and  leave  given  to  at 
again. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Snp^. 

IN   COmOTTES. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
the  Assembly  was  then  read. 

It  was  resolved,  That  a  supply  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


LBGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  anh  June,  1861. 


Third  Beikdioe— UiUtary  Stores. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxakeb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

PBAYXB8. 

THIRD  READINO. 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  BilL 

MILITARY  STORES. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  OIBBES  alluded 
to  a  previous  questionput  by  him  relative  to 
the  circulation  of  the  £800  notices  of  reward  in 
the  matter  of  the  sale  of  ammunition  to  the 
Natives.  He  wished  to  know  how  those  pro- 
clamations had  been  distributed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANORED.— By  the  Inspector 
of  Police. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  GIBBE8.— Mr. 
Naughton  might  have  circulated  them  in  town, 
but  he  could  say  that  the  Sub-collector  of  Cus- 
toms at  Whangarei,  and  the  Magistrates  of  that 
district,  had  not  received  any  copies  of  thosa 
proclamations. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OP    EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  i7th  June,  1861. 


Flist  Beading— Finanos—Abdaotloii— Land  Qnestlon 
—Military  Defence  —  Beslstmtlon  of  Eleotors 
Art  1888  Amendment  BUI— Select  Committee— 
Supply— OommlssionerB'  Powers  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

FsAxxits. 

FIRST  READING. 
Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  A^ortion- 
ment  Bill. 

FINANCE. 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Ministers,  If  they 
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liave  any  intention  of  interfering  vrith  the 
financicJ  arrangements  of  1856,  and  whether 
any  member  of  the  Government  has  made 
at  any  time  any  statement  which  could 
justify  the  inference  that  such  a  design  is  or 
was  in  contemplation  ?  In  putting  this  ques- 
tion, he  remarked  that  he  hated  slander  and 
disliked  spoliation,  adding  that  there  had  been 
a  considerable  amount  of  either  one  Or  the 
other  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  denied  most  decidedly  that 
there  was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
remment  to  interfere  with  the  present  finan- 
cial arrangements,  either  as  regarded  the  pro- 
vinces or  the  colony.  The  arrangements  of 
1856  the  Government  claimed  as  its  own  chil- 
dren ;  imd  they  had  not  the  least  intention  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  special  expenditure, 
or  in  reference  to  the  land  revenues  collected 
in  the  various  localities.  In  reply  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  as  to  whether  any 
member  of  the  Government  had  made  any 
statement  that  could  lead  to  such  an  in- 
ference, he  begged  to  say  that  no  member 
could  have  done  so  in  an  official  or  Minis- 
terial sense.  Whether  any  one  had  made 
such  a  statement  in  personal  conversation  or 
not  he  was  not  aware  :  such  a  thing  had  never 
come  to  his  knowledge.  Of  course  he  could 
not  say  what  expressions  might  have  been  used 
in  this  way  by  any  honourable  member ;  but  he 
could  affirm  that  such  was  not  on  Ministerial 
authority.  Such  a  change  would  not  meet 
with  his  support  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Government. 

ABDUCTION. 

Mr.  BUTLER  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
he  has  received  any  report  from  the  Resident 
Ma^strate  at  Mongonui  relative  to  the  forcible 
canying-away  of  a  half-caste  child  from  the 
house  of  a  settler  in  the  Oruru  Village  bv  a 
Native  chief  from  Kaikohe ;  also,  if  he  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  father  of  the  child 
complaining  of  the  seizure  of  his  horse  when 
he  went  to  demand  the  child  ? 

Mr.  WELD  replied  that  h'e  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  case  to  which  the  ques- 
tion referred  about  a  month  or  two  ago,  through 
the  columns  of  the  Southern  Cross.  Since  then 
he  had  received  other  information,  and  he  had 
recommended  His  Excellency  to  forward  it  to 
the  Resident  Magistrate  at  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
in  order  that  the  csise  might  be  inquired  into. 
He  had  also  received  two  other  letters  about 
this  case ;  he  had  also  received  a  letter  from 
the  father  of  the  child.  As  far  as  he  (Mr.  Weld) 
could  gather  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
caae  as  mentioned  by  Page,  the  father,  a  great 
wrong  had  been  done  to  him.  That  wrong  His 
ExoeUenoy  would  take  some  measure  to  re- 
dress. It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  step  the 
Governor  would  take,  but  he  assured  the 
honourable  member  for  Mongonui  that  they 
would  not  let  the  matter  drop. 

Mr.  POX — in  asking  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther, after  the  report  of  Mr.  Commissioner 
Halse  on  the  conduct  of  Major  Cooi^  in  refer- 
ence to  the  abduction  of  an  aboriginal  girl  of 
Mr.  Wilton 


tender  years,  it  is  the  inte&tioii  of  the  Crovem- 
ment  to  continue  Major  Cooper  in  the  command 
of  the  Wanganui  Militia  and  in  the  Commissiam 
of  the  Peace  ?— said  there  was  no  necessity  to 
accompany  his  question  with  any  explaoatkm. 
The  passage  in  the  report  on  which  he  baaed 
the  gravamen  of  the  charge  against  Major 
Cooper  was  his  very  improperly  possessing  him- 
self of  a  Native  child.  His  oondact  in  this 
case  had  been  of  that  kind  which  could  not  be 
countenanced  by  the  Qcvemment  in  any  pezaon 
in  the  position  of  Major  Cooper.  [The  honour- 
able member  read  one  or  two  extracts  from 
Commissioner  Halse's  report]  Though  those 
revelations  were  not  exactly  of  the  Yelverton 
kind,  they  exhibited  conduct  quite  as  unbecom- 
ing in  a  military  officer ;  a  bad  example  for  a 
gentleman  to  set  the  humbler  classes  of  society, 
and  a  counteraction  of  the  laudable  efforts  of 
those  who  desired  to  civilise  and  elevate  the 
Natives. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  question  of  the 
honourable  member  was  objectionably  worded. 
It  contained  statements  which  were  not  qnite 
correct.  In  the  first  place,  Major  Cooper  was 
not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  the  seoond 
place,  the  abduction  had  not  been  proved.  It 
appeared  that  the  parents  of  the  child  had  con- 
sented I  consequently  there  was  nothing  like  an 
abduction  took  place.  He  (Mr.  Stafford),  how- 
ever, would  not  attempt  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  Major  Cooper.  A  strong  letter  had  been 
written  and  sent  dovra  touching  this  matter. 
He  should  lay  a  copy  of  it  on  the  table,  so  that 
the  honourable  member  could  see  its  contents, 
if  His  Excellency  saw  no  objection  to  it.  The 
question  of  tender  years  was  a  doubted  point  in 
uie  case — the  person  was  a  young  girL  It  was 
stated  that  she  was  a  Native  child.  Now,  be 
(Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  know  what  constituted  a 
Native  child.  Were  girls  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
or  eighteenyears 

'ill.  FOX  explained  that  her  father  bad 
stated  she  was  between  ten  and  twelve— ow- 
tainly  not  more  than  twelve. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  it  was  a  most  repre- 
hensible act,  and  the  course  taken  by  His 
Excellency  would  be  seen. 

Mr:  FOX  said  that  when  he  moved  for  the 
papers  his  motion  included  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  in  this  case ;  but  he  perceived 
there  was  a  letter  of  Mr.  Taylor's  omitted.  It 
was  his  intention  to  move  that  the  paper  be 
printed,  and  thus  raise  a  discussion  on  the 
whole  case.  Was  he  to  understand  that  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Taylor's  would  be  supplied  ? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  could  not  promise 
the  letter  to  which  the  honourable  member 
alluded.  It  was  a  private  letter,  and  His  Ex- 
cellency would  not  feel  himself  justified  in 
making  it  public  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  letter  was  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Heklse's  report.  It  had  been  admdioated 
upon,  and  therefore  it  could  not  now  be  looked 
upon  as  of  the  nature  of  a  private  letter. 

LAND  QUESTION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  OBMOND,  it  «M 
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Tied,  That  there  be  lud  on  the  table  a  copy 
all  eoirespondence  betweea  the  ColomtJ 
Seeretery  and  the  Pzovincial  GrOTenunent  of 
Hawke'B  Bay  relative  to  the  indlTidaalization  of 
Itatire  title,  espeoii^ly  a  memorial  from  Benata 
«iid  other  chiefs  of  the  Ngatilcahungvmu  Tribe ; 
also,  that  aach  oonespondence  as  aforesaid  be 
leferied  to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  Native  land  title. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  DUiIiON  bell  moved,  That  the  re- 
«(datians  of  the  Military  Defence  Conmiittee 
be  talcen  into  consideration  with  a  view  to  an 
Older  of  the  House  being  made  constitnting 
that  Committee  a  secret  Committee : — 

"  1.  That,  the  Imperial  Government  not  hav- 
ing accepted  definitely  the  arrangement  pro- 
pKed  by  the  Colonial  Government  on  the  6th 
September,  1858,  to  the  efiect  that  the  colony 
should  pay  £5  per  a-Tinnin  per  man  as  its 
l^neral  eontribntion  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  Queen's  forces  at  that  time  proposed  to  be 
•tationed  for  its  defence;  and  having  further 
•et  aside  that  arrangement  by  the  demand  of  a 
large  additional  sum  for  eztoa  allowances  for 
the  officers  and  men,  preferred  in  the  Duke 
<l  Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  7th  March, 
1861,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  whole  matter  is  still  open  for  future  ar- 
tangements  between  the  Governments.  In  this 
opinion  the  Committee  is  fortified  by  the  view 
taken  of  the  arrangements  by  Mr.  Chichester 
?ortescae,  Under-Siscretary  for  the  Colonies, 
in  his  speech  in  Psjrliament  in  Febmary,  1661. 

"  3.  That  the  Committee  proceed  to  consider 
4he  qneetion  referred  to  its  consideration,  and 
teport  under  fonr  heads.  (1.)  What  is  the 
■character  and  extent  of  the  military  defence 
with  respect  to  tixxips,  fortifications,  or  places 
of  refuge  now  required  for  particular  parts  of 
the  colony.  (2.)  In  what  proportions  that  de- 
fence should  be  composed  of  regular  troops 
or  of  colonial  forces.  (8.)  What  sum  should 
be  contributed  by  the  colony  in  time  of  petue 
towards  its  military  defence.  (4.)  What  ad- 
.ditional  sum  the  colony  should  oontribate  in 
time  of  internal  or  external  war. 
'  "  3.  That,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  oon- 
olnsion  on  the  preceding  subject,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Committee  to  obtain  evi- 
dence from  military  officers,  and  also  to  possess 
the  most  complete  information  from  the  Execn- 
ihre  Government. 

"4.  That  the  Committee,  recognizing  that 
meh  evidence  and  information  would  probably 
touch  upon  matters  which  it  would  be  im. 
m>per  at  present  to  make  public,  instruct  the 
Oh^rman  to  apply  to  the  House  to  constitute 
'this  Committee  a  secret  Committee." 

He  moved  this  motion  to  carry  out  the  in- 
'ttmctions  from  the  Military  Defence  Com- 
mittee. He  found  there  was  some  dissatis- 
&ctian  in  the  minds  of  the  honourable  mem- 
bras  serving  on  the  Committee  as  to  his  having 
bought  one  part  of  the  resolutions  under  the 
nottoe  of  the  House.  It  had  been  intimated 
that  his  instructions  received  from  the  Oom- 
aittee  did  not  include  lesolntion  No.  2.     If 


there  had  been  any  fault  on  his  part  it  arose 
through  a  misunderstanding.  He  certainly  un- 
derstood that  he  was  directed  to  bring  the 
whole  of  the  resolutions  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  at  the  same  time,  with  the  objeot 
of  constituting  the  Committee  a  secret  Com- 
mittee. He  was  desired  to  state  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  arrived  at  this  conclusion  in  order 
that  the  object  for  which  the  Committee  was 
appointed  should  have  justice  done  to  it  —  in 
fMirticular,  that  they  might  arrive  at  a  correct 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  stationing  of  troops 
in  any  part  of  this  colony,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary that  this  Committee  should  obtain  infor- 
mation which  would  not  reach  the  ordinary- 
members  of  the  House.  There  was  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Government  were  in  possession  of 
information  on  military  defence  which  it  was 
not  expedient  to  bring  in  in  a  public  manner, 
and  which  for  prudential  reasons  ought  not 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  public  discussion. 
Military  questions  would  form  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry. They  would  have  to  receive  the  opinions 
of  military  authorities  on  the  supposition  that  the 
Executive  Government  agreed  that  there  should 
be  given  an  assurance  to  the  Home  authori- 
ties that  they  should  not  subsequently  be  mad* 
subjects  of  public  discussion ;  or  the  inf  ormafdon 
would  not  be  afforded.  The  Committee  could 
only  see  this  course  open  to  them :  they  must 
either  abstain  from  a  portion  of  their  duty  oe 
only  perform  it  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  or 
the  House  most  give  the  opportunity  of  con- 
stituting a  secret  Committee.  And  here  they 
came  to  this  point :  On  no  previous  ocoasien 
had  there  been  a  secret  Committee  constituted. 
There  were  no  precedents  for  the  constitution 
of  a  secret  Committee.  In  the  absence  of  any 
specific  Standing  Order  on  the  subject,  they 
endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  course  taken  by 
the  House  of  Commons;  but  thev  found  this 
was  very  obscure.  He  was  not  able  to  procure 
any  information  on  the  constitution  of  a  secret 
Committee.  But  secret  Committees  had  been 
constituted,  they  all  knew.  [The  honourable 
gentleman  here  read  from  May's  "Parlia- 
mentary Practice."]  The  only  bit  of  light  he 
got  from  this  was  that,  though  members  of 
Parliament  were  permitted  to  be  present  at  all 
other  Committees,  they  were  excluded  from 
secret  Committees ;  and  it  alluded  to  the  mem- 
bers being  chosen  by  ballot.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that  there  had  been  considerable  debate 
ahout  the  appointment  of  a  secret  Committee, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  great  jealousy  and 
excitement  concerning  this  step.  It  would  be 
for  the  House  to  determine  whether  it  was  ex- 
pedient for  the  public  service  to  give  the  Com- 
nuttee  that  character  which  the  resolutions 
asked.  He  had  performed  his  duty  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  by  moving  the  motion. 
He  understood  that  the  honourable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  some  remarks 
to  make  on  this  question. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  have  objected,  had 
he  been  aware  of  the  state  of  the  case,  to  any 
notice  being  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  till  the 
Committee  had  come  to  a  decision  on  the  sub- 
ject before  them.    He  moved,  as  an  amend- 
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ment,  fh&t  this  House  oiden  that  the  Committee 
appointed  to  oousider  the  question  of  military 
defence  be  oonstitated  a  secret  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiry  into  the  state  of  defence 
of  the  several  settlements  of  the  colony,  and 
oonsidering  what  measures  are  lequiied  for 
affording  protection  ^  the  settlers  in  case  of 
military  operations  becoming  necessary. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  intimated  his  desire 
of  withdrawing  his  motion  for  the  present,  as 
tome  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Oo- 
Temment  considered  he  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAEBB  explained  that  the  House 
was  supposed  to  have  no  knowledge  of  what 
had  tiucen  place  in  Committee.  They  had  to 
dwl  with  the  motion  as  it  appeared  before 
tiiem  on  the  Order  Paper.  It  was  quite  a  mat- 
ter with  the  honourable  member  himself  as  to 
whether  he  would  move  for  the  postponement 
of  the  discussion,  or  whether  tne  discussion 
should  proceed  at  this  time.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  to  proceed  he  was  quite 
in  order. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  several  members 
of  the  Government,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
seemed  to  think  that  to  proceed  with  the  dis- 
onssion  would  only  be  an  aggravation  of  the 
first  error.  He  hmiself  believed  at  the  time 
that  he  was  far  from  being  in  error.  He  un- 
derstood that  he  was  to  bring  the  resolutions 
before  the  House' with  the  view  of  asking  it  to 
eonstitute  the  Committee  a  secret  Committee, 
and  obtaining  some  light  on  the  manner  in 
which  that  Committee  should  be  constituted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  been  lookingover 
May's  " Parliamentary  Practice  "  and  "Han- 
sard's Debates,"  and  had  been  able  to  obtain 
but  little  information  indeed  on  the  subject  from 
those  authorities.  He  found  an  account  of 
merely  a  Select  Committee  possessed  with  the 
power  of  excluding  other  members  from  it  — 
that  their  sittings  were  with  closed  doors,  and 
they  had  the  power  of  preventing  any  portion 
of  the  evidence  from  being  reported. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  he  would  serve 
the  purpose  best  by  asking  leave  of  the  House 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  the  question  was  not 
whether  the  evidence  should  or  should  not  be 
published.  He  himself  was  exceedingly  anxious 
to  disabuse  some  honourable  members'  minds 
on  one  particular  point :  By  some  means  or 
other  it  had  got  abroad  that  hints  had  been 
thrown  out  in  the  discussion  on  this  subject 
in  Committee  that  there  was  a  desire  of  repu- 
diating the  arrangements  entered  into  with  the 
Home  Qovemment.  He  flatly  denied  that  any- 
thing; of  the  kind  had  been  intended.  A  du- 
oossion  arose  as  to  the  real  import  and  con- 
struction which  could  be  put  upon  certain 
words  in  the  said  arrangement — ^whether  they 
were  binding  on  the  Home  Government  or  not. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  interrupted  the  honour- 
able member  by  saying  that,  if  he  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  had  committed  a&  error,  the  honourable 
member  was  only  aggravating  that  error  by 
entering  into  a  discussion  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WOOD  proceeded  to  say  tibat  it  was  not 
Mr.  Stafford 


his  intention  to  raise  a  discussion,  bat  he  wa» 
stating  what  h»  thought  it  was  dedzable  that 
the  House  should  hear.  It  was  simply  a. 
question  of  construction — ^whether  ootain  word» 
meant  certain  things — ^whethw  we  were  bound 
in  agreement  with  the  Home  Government  in- 
reference  to  the  Imperial  forces,  or  for  con>- 
ducting  military  operations.  Not  a  single  in- 
dividual member  had  shown  any  dispoaitioil 
whatever  to  repudiate  or  shirk  his  duty  as  a 
coloixist  in  carrying  out  any  arrangement  made 
with  the  Home  Government  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  thought  perhaps  they  sfaonld 
not  come  to  any  decided  opinion  on  this  matter 
until  they  saw  what  reply  would  be  made  to 
His  Excellency's  message  of  yesterday.  Any- 
thing they  might  do  subsequently  might  cause 
them  to  come  into  collision  with  this  0<»n- 
mittee. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  there  could  be  no- 
necessary  collision  whatever.  The  one  was  a 
question  of  principle,  while  the  other  was  one- 
of  detail. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  referred  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honourable  member  for  PameU. 
He  stated  distinctly  his  opinion  that  there  vraa 
a  charge  of  repudiation  on  the  part  of  tha- 
colony  of  the  arrangements  entered  into  witii 
the  Home  Government.  On  this  point  he  (Mr. 
Williamson)  referred  to  the  Colonial  Seoretaty'a 
letter  in  reply  to  General  Cameron ;  and  he  waa 
subsequently  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  th» 
honourable  gentleman's  resolution.  What  he 
(Mr.  Williamson)  complained  of  was  that  it 
dashed  with  the  arrangement  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  entered  into  with  his  own  hand. 
That  must  reach  the  Home  Government,  show- 
ing that  it  had  been  set  aside.  He  tiiooght  it 
would  have  been  better  had  the  hononraUe- 
gentleman  kept  to  that  arrangement. 

Mr.  p.  W.  RICHMOND  rose  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member  i«- 
not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  contended  that  it  vras- 
the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  have 
dealt  with  the  memorandum  on  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  honoorabU 
membw  had  been  away  from  the  snbjeot.  Ha 
had  mistaken  the  Colonial's  Secretary's  memo- 
randum. The  Imperial  Government  made  a 
claim  for  £7,000.  The  Colonial  Qovemment 
protested  against  it.  They  disagreed  upon  ths- 
question  of  the  guarantee  of  a  oerteun  oonr 
tribution  to  keep  the  troops  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— What  was  said  about 
the  £5  per  head? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RICHMOND  said,  this  showed  how 
easy  it  was  to  get  astray  in  debate.  The  papers 
coiUd  easily  be  referred  to  which  would  clear 
up  every  point.  With  regard  to  the  Committee, 
he  did  think  it  should  be  secret.  He  was  de- 
cidedly against  secrecy  as  a  general  rule.  This, 
was  a  special  case,  and  the  object  of  the  Com- 
mittee could  not  be  obtained  without  secrecy. 
He  oomplimented  the  Committee  for  the  good 
sense  they  had  shown,  as  he  thought  hanoww- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IB61.} 


8Mt^  Oommihee. 


[HOUSB.] 


Terms  of  Peace. 


91 


Ma  members  sfc  timea  had  insisted  too  maeh 
oo  pnblioity. 

Debate  continued. 

Mr.  SWfoid'B  amendment  agreed  to. 

REQISTBATION  OF  ELEOTOBS  AOT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BHiL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moTed  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Begistiation  of  Electors 
Act,  1856."  In  sup^rt  of  this  motion  the 
honooiable  member  said  this  Bill  was  to  render 
extra  facilities  for  registration  in  the  ont-dis- 
tacts,  where  there  onght  to  be  as  few  obstacles 
thrown  in  the  way  as  possible.  Begistration 
iiy  this  Bill  could  be  eanied  on  nnder  a  Jostioe 
of  the  Peace  or  any  other  person  appointed  by 
the  GoTemor  for  that  pnrpose.  It  aiso  short- 
ened the  method  of  signing  as  oompaied  with 
the  original  Act.  [The  hononrable  member 
illustrated  this  point  by  stating  that  in  his  own 
ease  he  had  signed  four  difierent  papers,  and 
because  he  omitted  to  sign  the  fifth  it  rendered 
the  whole  process  informal.] 

Mr.  CAKTER  was  ezoeedingly  glad  to  see 
such  a  Bill  brought  in.  He  approTed  of  the 
measnre  as  pecuharly  applicable  to  his  own 
district,  where  a  great  number  of  persons  had 
been  disfranchised  owing  to  the  diffionlty  in  the 
way  of  registering. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

SEIiEOT  OOMMITTEB. 
PlOTON  Railway  Bni. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BYES,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  names  of  Mr. 
Saunders  and'  Mr.  Brandon  be  added  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Picton  Biulway  Bill. 

SUPPLY. 
A  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Oommittoe 
of  Supply  was   reported  to   the  House  and 
agreed  to. 

COMMISSIONERS'  POWERS  BILL. 
The  Commissioners'  Powers  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Oommittee,  reported 
to  the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  made  an  order  of  the  day  for 
to-moirow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  two 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSB  OF  REPSESBNTATIVB8. 
S'riday,  USth  June,  18S1. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  28th  June,  1861, 


No  House. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfba^zb  took  the  ohaii  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSB. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coun- 
cil then  adjoiLcned. 


Tsnns  of  Pimeo  Htanding  Ordan— Osw  of  G.  J>. 
Johnston— Address  to  His  Exeellanoy— Third 
Beading  —  Wslsbts  and  Heasarea  Ordlnanoa 
Amendment  Bill— Begistration  of  Eleotors  Aot 
1858  Amendment  BiU  — Native  Affairs— First 
Beading— AMnetton. 

Mr.  Sfxakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock*. 
Pbatebs. 

TERMS  OF  PEACE. 
Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  a  respectful  address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency,  requesting  that 
he  will  send  down  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
Maori  translation  of  the  terms  of  peace  offered 
to  the  Waikatos.  He  wished  that,  when  His 
Excellency's  Advisers  laid  upon  the  table 
the  printed  translation  of  any  documents  re- 
lating to  transactions  amongst  the  Natives, 
they  would  always  accompany  them  with  the 
originals,  in  order  to  enable  hononrable  mem- 
bers versed  in  the  Maori  language  by  com- 
parison to  ascertain  whether  any  errors  had 
crept  in  by  the  process  of  translation.  Errors 
of  this  kind  were  calculated  to  lead  to  mis- 
understandings and  consequent  difficulties. 
The  House  had  a  strong  corroboration  of  this 
last  session.  The  disturbances  at  Taranaki 
would  probably  have  been  prevented  had  it  not 
been  for  the  miproper  manner  in  which  the 
proclamation  of  martial  law  was  translated. 
The  first  impression  of  the  Natives  on  reading 
it  was  thilt  it  was  an  invitation  to  fight,  or 
informing  the  Natives  of  Taranaki  that  the  day 
of  fitting  had  arrived.  He  stated  this  on  the 
authority  of  one  of  the  best  Maori  soholeurs  in 
the  House  at  that  time — a  gentleman  who  had 
not  hesitated  in  putting  this  opinion  of  the 
tendering  in  print  over  his  signature.  Ha- 
understood  the  language  better  than  he  (Mr. 
FoxJ  did ;  and  his  opinion  was  that  the  Procla- 
mation as  tnuislated  amounted  to  a  declaration 

of  war. 

Mr.  WELD  replied  that  there  was  not  the 
sUgbtest  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  produce  the  original,  and  promised  the 
honourable  member  that  it  should  he  laid  upon 
the  teble  next  sitting-day.  Bnfche  took  objeo- 
tiou  to  the  honourable  member's  statement 
relative  to  the  translation  of  the  proclamation 
of  martial  law  being  understood  as  a  deolara- . 
tion  of  war.  He  (Mr.  Weld)  would  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  notice  this  statement ; 
but,  by  the  force  gathered  from  repetition,  it 
might  be  assumed  that  it  had  not,  or  could 
not  be  contradicted.  He  begged  to  call  the 
hononrable  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  though  his  statement  rested  on  the  au- 
thority of  a  gentleman  who  x>ossibly  might  be 
a  first-rate  Maori  scholar,  he  (Mr.  Weld)  be- 
lieved few  would  be  found  to  deny  that  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Whiteley  was  perhaps  the  very  best  Mikori 
scholar  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  had  given  his 
opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  translation 
of  the  document  in  question,  and  he  also  had 
not  hesitated  to  put  that  opinion  into  writing. 
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There  was  another  thing  whioh  he  had  to  Btc^ 
in  conobctration  of  this  view  of  the  matter: 
He  had  been  at  Taranald  himself,  and,  having 

.got  into  discussion  with  the  Natives  them- 
selves, inquired  of  them  as  to  what  the;  attri- 
buted the  real  origin  of  the  war.  There  was 
not  one  single  Native  that  gave  this  as  an  ex- 

'  onse — not  one  single  Native  who  had  spoken 
had  said  that  the  translation  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law  had  been  the  instigation  of 
Che  war. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  by  adding  that  there 
were  other  gentlemen  of  superior  authority,  in 
the  South,  in  whom  the  Natives  placed  un- 
limited confidence,  who  had  put  the  same  con- 
struction on  the  translation  as  that  put  upon  it 
1^  Mr.  Forsaith. 
Motion  agreed  tp. 

STANDING  OBDEES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  for  the 
-consideration  of  the  second  and  third  interim 
'reports  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

On  Mr.  Spsakbb  resomingl  the  chair, 

Mr.  OABLETON  reported  that  the  Com- 
:)nittee  recommended  that  the  'Second  interim 
report  be  referred  back  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  for  reconsideration;  and  that  the 
■  Committee  had  gone  through  the  third  in- 
'terim  report,  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
4he  same  witjiout  amendment. 

Beport  adopted  b;  the  House. 

CASE  OF  0.  J.  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  for  oopies  of  all  correspond- 
■«nce  between  the  Qovemment  and  O.  J.  John- 
ston; "Esq.,  of  Whaingaroa,  relative  to  the 
omission  of  that  gentleman's  name  from  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  and  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  proceedings,  depositions,  and  other 
documents  (if  any)  taken  on  the  "  inquiry  "  re- 
ferred to  by  the  uovemment  in  the  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Johnston,  and  in  his  lettier  of 
the  20th  December,  1860.  His  object  in  mov- 
ing for  these  returns  was  to  endeavour  to 
get  at  the  grounds  which  justified  the  Qo- 
vemment in  removing  the  name  of  Mr.  John- 
ston from  the  list  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
As  far  as  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  been  informed,  no 
inquiry  whatever  took  place  previous  to  this 
gentleman's  name  being  taken  ofi  the  list.  It 
-was  done  without  his  knowledge ;  and,  still  be- 
lieving that  he  was  in  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace,  he  continued  to  act  in  that  official  ccb- 
paoity  in  the  district  for  some  time  after  his 
name  had  been  struck  ofi  the  list.  He  (Mr. 
Fox)  wanted  to  know  whether  this  was  the 
OBual  way  of  taking  names  off  the  Justices 
list — without  letting  the  party  know  anything 
about  it.  His  motion  for  papers  would  lead 
to  some  discussion  as  to  what  grounds  the 
Oovemment.  had  acted  on  in  this  matter.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Eldon  that  no  one 
should  be  removed  till  an  inquiry  had  been 
made,  nor  unless  he  was  found  guilty  of  the 
charge  preferred  against  him. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  presupposed  that  the  Oo- 
vexnment  were  not  justified  in  omitting  Mr. 
Mr.  Wtld 


Johnston  from  -the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 
He  understood  the  honourable  member  at  pr»- 
sent  merely^as  moving  for  the  return  of  papers ; 
but  he  had  made  remarks  tending  to  sliow 
that  the  Government  had  done  wrong,  before 
anything  was  before  the  House  to  justify  those 
remarks.  The  omission  of  Mr.  Johnston  from 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  was  a  proper 
step,  and  the  only  one  which  the  Government 
could  take  under  the  circumstances.  The 
papers  would  speak  for  themselves,  and 
honourable  members  could  form  their  own 
opinion  on  them.  The  reason  Mr.  Johnston 
was  not  informed  of  his  removal  arose  from  the 
fact  that  Ministers  did  not  know  where  he  was. 
Letters  were  addressed  to  him  on  the  subject; 
but  Mr.  Johnston  was  travelling  at  the  time 
from  place  to  place,  without  any  fixed  resi- 
dence; and  dunng  that  time  he  might  have 
acted  as  a  Magistrate.  No  general  rule  could 
be  laid  down  for  the  removal  of  persons  from 
,the  Commission  of  the  Peace ;  nor  would  it  at 
all  times  be  right  for  the  Government  to  de- 
cline doing  so  until  the  person  had  been  found 
guil^.  He  remiuded  the  House  of  a  case 
where  a  gentleman  at  the  South  had  so  fat 
abused  the  powers  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  as 
to  order  a  gaoler  to  remove  him  to  his  own 
house,  which  he  had  previously  declared  to  be 
a  public  gaol ;  thus  making  use  of  the  tempo- 
rary power  invested  in  him.  He  had  mmi- 
tioned  a  notorious  case ;  but  many  others  had 
happened  which  would  fully  justify  Ministers 
in  recommending  His  Excellency  to  remove  a 
gentleman  from  the  Commission-of  the  Peaoe. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  removal 
itom  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  of  persons 
who  had  used  the  powers  thus  inveeted  in  them 
for  political  purposes,  in  the  same  ma-imai-  as 
the  Superintendent  at  the  South  had  dona, 
was  qmte  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in 
England.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei,  on  the  occasion  of 
moving  for  certain  papers,  commencing  a  dis- 
cussion on  them. 

Mr.  FOX  described  the  case  of  the  Super- 
intendent at  the  South,  and  compared  it  with 
the  present  case.  He  (ilx.  Fox)  trusted  he  had 
shown  that  the  Government  had  confounded 
the.  two  cases,  still  contending  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  justified  in  removing  a 
name  from  the  Commission  of  the  Peaoe  before 
an  inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  charge  or 
charges  preferred. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDBESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

ADJOUBMBD  DKBATB. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  furth^  to  consider  His  Ex- 
cellency's Message  No.  2. 

n  OOMUITTBX. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  desired  to  give  some 
further  explanation',  which  he  thought  was 
required,  as  to  the  position  which  the  Go- 
vernment assumed  with  reference  to  the  ad- 
dress— in  what  sense  they  considered  it  not  a 
party  question ;  and  also  to  say  a  few  words 
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vpoD  ihe  meaning  of  the  addzees  itself.  When 
the  Goyemment  deolaied  that  this  \res  not  a 
party  question,  they  did  so  from  a  conviction 
that  it  was  a  question  of  snch  paramount  im- 
portetncc  to  this  country  that  it  should  not  be 
made  a  matter  on  which  the  Ministry  would 
take  an  adverse  vote,  believing  that  a  defeat  on 
anch  a  question  would  involve  far  more  to  the 
Ministers  and  to  the  country  than  any  ordi- 
nary defeat  could  possibly  involve.  What  they 
meant  was  this — ^he  had  said  so  privately,  he 
now  stated  it  publicly  with  the  cordial  assent 
of  his  colleagues:  that  the  Government  was 
perfectly  ready  and  willing  at  the  present  junc- 
ture to  give  place  to  any  Administration  pledged 
to  second  luid  support  vigorously  Qie  Imperial 
policy  and  the  Governor.  It  would  be  base  to 
say  less;  and  they  would  not  have  ordinary 
feelings  of  paticiotism  if  they  did  not  make  such 
a  declaration.  He  would  go  further,  however, 
and  say  that  such  a  Ministry  would  have  more 
than  ordinary  support  from  him.  Looking  at 
the  greatness  of  this  crisis,  he  would  work  day 
and  night  on  their  behalf,  placing  his  know- 
ledge of  public  affairs  at  the  command  of  such 
a  Minist^.  And  in  saying  so  he  expressed  no 
more  than  met  with  the  full  conourrenoi  of  his 
colleagues  in  the  Government.  That  was  what 
they  meant  by  saying  that  this  was  not  a  party 
qa««tion.  Now,  suppose  a  majority  of  the 
House — as  he  beUeved  would  lie  the  case — 
«ame  to  the  conclusion  to  support  the  Imperial 
policy,  two  courses  were  open  to  them :  They 
might,  if  they  thought  it  e^^edient,  support 
these  already  in  office,  thinking  this  was  not 
the  time  for  a  change  of  men;  on  the  other 
hand,  they  might  think  fit  to  put  in  the  place 
of  the  present  Government  men  better  fitted, 
in  their  opinion,  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the 
eonntry  in  a  vigorous  manner  at  this  crisis. 
And  again  he  said  he  was  prepared  to  give  his 
oordial  support  to  such  a  Ministry.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  possible  that  a  majority  of 
da  Honse  might  be  otherwise  determined — 
although  not  expressly  avowed,  the  majority 
might  silently  be  oent  upon  supporting  a  Minis- 
try that  would  frustrate  the  purposes  of  the 
Imperial  Government  and  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor ;  and  in  that  case  his  opposition 
to  an  Administration  so  constituted  would  be 
as  determined  as  his  support  of  a  Ministry 
pledged  to  the  Im]perial  poUoy  at  this  eventfnl 
crisis.  He  wonld  give  a  most  determined  oppo- 
sition to  an  Administration  sneaking  into  Office 
under  false  pretences.  He  was  gwd  that  the 
message  from  "His  Excellency  gave  no  option  in 
the  matter.  It  allowed  no  equivocal  shelter 
under  cover  of  which  to  evade  the  true  question 
before  the  House — ^it  brought  the  House  at  last 
to  the  point ;  and  for  God's  sake  let  them  come 
to  the  point  like  men.  Nor  was  it  simply  a 
question  between  the  House  and  the  Governor. 
The  House  had  a  right  to  expect  from  those 
who  now  led  its  deliberations  and  from  those 
who  aspired  to  office  a  manly  and  enlicit 
avowal  of  policy;  and  he  now  invited  the 
whole  House  to  a  manly  and  free  expression 
of  opinion  on  this  subject.  This  invitation 
liad  been  repeatedly  given  in  the  House  by 


Ministers,  but  the  ques^on  had  hitherto  been, 
evaded.  The  Address  in  reply  to  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech  was  passed  aub  siUntio.  Again' 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  by  the  Native- 
Minister,  when  bringing  up  his  resolutions- 
which  led  to  this  debate ;  but  then  the  matter- 
passed  in  silence,  except  for  the  speech  of 
his  honourable  friend.  He  did  not  know  how 
to  account  for  this  strange  abstinence  from: 
speech  from  honourable  gentlemen  who  cer- 
tainly did  not  fail  in  that  particular  on  trifling 
or  nnimpertant  matters ;  hut  he  thought  th» 
time  had  now  come  when  that  silence  should 
be  broken.  He  wonld  now  turn  to  the  message 
itself.  The  message  said,  "  Some  uncertainty 
seems  to  exist  as  to  the  reid  meaning  of  these 
resolutions,  and  the  Governor  trusts  that  tiie 
Honse  will  agree  with  him  that  a  distinct  un- 
derstanding on  the  subject  referred  to  is  essen- 
tial to  the  interests  of  both  the  Imperial  and; 
Colonial  Governments."  He  believed  thera- 
was  no  uncertainty  in  the  resolutions  ;  but  un- 
certainty had  been  created  in  His  Excellenoy'a 
mind  by  the  glosses  put  in>on  them  and  on  the 
remarn  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West  (Mr.  Firth)  out-of-doors  and 
in  a  portion  of  the  Press.  But  the  resolutiona 
were  perfectly  clear ;  and,  whether  they  were 
so  or  not,  His  Excellency  the  Governor  waa 
perfectly  clear.  He  had  brought  them  to  the 
point  by  the  most  momentous  declaration  that 
ever  hsid  been  put  to  a  colonial  Legislature — he 
informed  the  House  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  go  on  without  the  co-operation  of  the  colo- 
nists. Now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
England  that  he  (Mr.  Biohmond)  was  awure  of, 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  was  in  the  handa 
of  a  colonial  Assembly.  He  did  not  say  the 
question  was  fincdly  placed  in  their  hands— 
His  Excellency  doubtless  reserved  the  final 
decision  on  the  question  of  peace  or  war  to- 
himself,  under  instructions  from  the  Imperial 
authorities ;  but  for  the  time  the  question  waa 
at  their  disposal,  for  His  Excellency  said  in  his 
message  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  go  on 
without  the  full  and  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  Assembly.  Were  they  prepared  to  give  it  t 
His  Excellency  very  properly  next  Eisked  the 
House  to  define  precisely  the  extent  of  assist- 
ance in  men  and  money  they  were  prepared  to 
afford.  And  here  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  might 
remark  that  His  Excellency  was  absolutely 
bound  by  his  Instructions  as  to  the  terms  he 
could  accept.  For  their  sakes  the  Governor  had 
exposed  himself  already  to  the  rebuke  of  his 
official  superiors  in  the  Imperial  Government, 
and  he  could  not  be  expected  to  do  so  agsiin. 
He  had  received  peremptory  insteuctions,  and 
he  must  not  depart  from  them.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  (Mr.  Richmond)  concurred  with  the 
admirable  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Eirth)  which 
closed  tiie  debate  on  Wednesday  evening.  That 
honourable  gentleman  had  made  many  prac- 
tical and  valuable  suggestions.  Among  tiiem 
was  a  reasonable  proposition  as  to  the  payment 
of  the  forces  to  he  employed  in  the  event  of 
war,  which  they  might  very  well  send  Home 
to  tiie  Imperial  Oovemmeut;  but  honourable 
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membeia  should  reooUeot  that  no  baigain  | 
coold  now  be  made  with  the  Home  Govem- 
ment.  A  baigain  could  not  be  made  without 
having  both  parties  present.  The  Imperial 
authorities  could  not  immediately  be  communi- 
cated with,  and  all  that  could  be  done  would 
be  for  His  Excellency  to  forward  the  propo- 
sitions from  the  colony,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Imperial  authorities  in  defining  future 
arrangements.  Meantime  the  question  must 
be  met  by  the  House,  in  answer  to  His  Excel- 
lency's message.  The  last  subject  to  which 
the  Governor  referred  was  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  negotiations  named  in  the  resolutions.  The 
House,  referred  to  negotiations  in  tiie  resolu- 
tions, as  now  pending  with  the  Natives;  and 
here  again  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  were 
rendered  obscure  by  the  glosses  put  upon  them 
out-of-doors.  On  this  subject  there  should  be 
no  mistake — His  Excellency  and  the  House 
should  clearly  understand  each  other ;  and  the 
Qovemot  was  more  than  justified  on  tiiis  point 
in  caJling  on  the  House  for  an  explanation, 
owing  to  the  opinions  held  by  some  as  to  when 
negotiations  loight  be  supposed  to  terminate. 
His  Excellency  said,  in  effect,  if  the  House 
meditated  prolonged  negotiations,  he  could  not 
consent  to  detain  in  the  colony  the  whole  of 
the  troops  for  so  long  a  period  of  time  as  might 
elapse  before  negotiations  were  brought  to  a 
close.  He  said,  "  I  will  not  ha^e  the  pretext 
of  negotiations  merely ;  they  must  be  real  nego- 
itiations.  It  must  be  left  to  me ;  and  when  I 
see  the  time  has  come  to  declare  negotiations 
at  an  end  I  will  do  so."  His  ExoeUenoy  re- 
quired the  House  to  leave  it  in  his  hands  to  de- 
\  cide  the  completeness  of  the  military  prepara- 
'  tions  of  the  country ;  but  the  Government  had 
invited  an  opinion  from  the  House  on  that 
question,  which  no  doubt  would  emanate  from 
the  report  of  the  secret  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  matter.  But  the  House  should  be 
told  that  His  Excellency  would  not  adopt  the 
proposition  of  the  runanga,  "  Let  our  warfare 
be  that  of  the  lips  alone."  His  Excellency  de- 
clared that  he  was  not  prepared  for  indefinite 
negotiations,  and  he  invited  the  House  to  de- 
clare they  were  not  so  prepared  either.  He 
(Mr.  Richmond)  did  ^ot  wonder  that  men 
should  hesitate  at  such  a  juncture  to  advise  as 
to  the  course  to  be  taken.  There  were  con- 
.  stitutional  difierences  in  the  minds  of  men — 
difierences  of  belief  and  in  their  views  of  the 
real  objects  of  life.  This  question  went  to  the 
■  basis  of  things  ;  and  he  could  not  wonder  that 
difierences  should  exist.  Men  lived  in  difierent 
circles  of  ideas,  and  thought  differently  even 
on  the  principles  of  right,  and  justice,  and 
honour — their  opinions  on  these  points  de- 
pended upon  the  education  and  the  circle  of 
ideas  in  which  they  moved;  and  a  question 
like  this  evoked  all  those  difierences.  But  the 
minds  of  his  colleagues  were  absolutely  made 
up  on  this  subject,  and  there  was  no  need  for 
him  to  repeat  their  declaration.  They  believed 
that  the  colony  had  been  long  drifting  to  this 
point,  and  they  believed,  further,  that  the  crisis 
hod  now  come.  It  was  their  belief  also  that 
their  own  policy  of  1858  came  too  late.  For 
iSr.  C.  W.  Bichmond 


thai  they  had  very  good  and  nnpreindioed  an- 

thority ;  but  he  would  not  go  into  that  matter 
now  beyond  saying  such  was  the  opinion  of  all 
the  Ministers.  He  believed  that  the  struggle 
they  were  now  entering  on  was  a  necessary  one 
— it  was  one  of  the  necessities  of  colonization, 
and  of  the  contact  of  two  such  races  as  had 
met  in  New  Zealand.  How  could  they  expect 
to  settle  down  without  a  struggle  among  the 
fierce  native  race  of  this  country  ? 

Nee  venit  in  mentem,  qaonim  ooiuadeils  u-via  t 
Hlno  Otetolffi  nrbes,  geniu  Inrapersblle  belle, 
Et  Namldte  infreni  dngont,  et  mbosplta  SrrUs. 

The  Government  believed  that  the  utmoet  cap- 
tion should  be  exercised  on  their  part  not  to 
nzge  on  the  question ;  but  they  knew  that  the 
inevitable  hour  of  conflict  must  came.  One  of 
their  New  Zealand  statesmen  had  begnn  a  paca- 
ffCKgih.  in  a  well-known  despatch  by  deolaiing 
that  meroy,  justice,  and  prudence  would  alike 
dictate  a  certain  course  of  policy  in  this  ootm- 
tr^.  The  triad  was  remarkable ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Biohmond)  was  of  opinion  that  that  statesman 
would  have  said.  The  greatest  of  these  three  is 
prudence.  Bat  there  are  times  in  which  it  is 
good  to  lemember  the  profound  saying  of  the 
po«ti— 

That  apart  trom  magnanimity 
Wiadom  exists  not ;  nor  the  humbler  skill 
Of  pradenoe,  disentangling  good  and  ill 
With  patient  care. 

But,  whatever  men  may  think,  let  them  now 
speak  out.  If  there  bis  any  who  think  that 
this  war,  as  unrighteous  in  its  inception,  ought 
to  be  i^lowed  to  die  out ;  if  there  be  any  who 
think  ill-success  a  verdict  of  nature  and  of  God 
against  an  act  of  folly  and  injustice— any  -who 
think  the  wasted  homesteaas  and  desolated 
hearths  of  Taranaki  a  tij^teons  retribution  for 
covetonsness,  which,  in  attaining  its  end,  has 
covered  us  with  blood-guiltiness  —  any  who 
think  the  Queen's  supremacy  a  name  and  no- 
thing more,  and  who  hold  that  the  prime  duty 
of  colonists  is  to  make  haste  to  get  rich ;  it 
there  be  any  who  think  that  the  impunity  of 
Wtbikato  is  consistent  with  the'  future  safe^  of 
life  and  property  in  this  country — any  who 
think  that  a  race  worthy  of  our  English  de- 
scent can  be  reared  "  under  the  tomahawk ;" 
any  who  think  our  Native  policy  can  be  safely 
based  upon  fear,  and  that  we  can  really  deal 
with  the  Natives  as  fellow-subjects  until  they 
become  so  in  deed  and  truth,  let  them  now  de- 
clare their  sentiments;  let  them  now  speak 
out  and  say  so.  And  I  warn  the  House  that, 
if  any  present  hold  such  sentiments  and  do 
not  give  expression  to  them  on  this  emergency, 
they  will  hereafter  be  convicted  by  their  can- 
sciences  of  having  been  false  to  themselves, 
false  to  their  fellow-representatives,  and  false 
to  the  country  which  has  trusted  them. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  then  moved  the  following 
address  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  mes- 
sage:— 

"  Mat  it  please  toub  Excbixenoy, — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, tiie  House  of  Representatives  of  New 
Zealaodi  have  taken  into  our  considetation. 
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your  EzcelleB^'B  Message  No.  2,  tiansmitted 
to  this  House  on  the  25th  instant. 

"  Participating  in  your  Excellency's  anxiety 
for  the  saccess  of  the  negotiations  which  we 
nndentand  to  he  still  pending  with  the  in- 
saigent  Katives,  we  beg  to  assure  your  Bzcel- 
lenoy  that  we  do  not  contemplate  the  protrac- 
tion of  those  negotiations  beyond  the  time  when 
youz  Excellency  shall  have  ceased  to  hope  for 
-a  fayonzable  issue.  The  maintenance  of  Her 
Hajesty's  sovereignty  within  New  Zealand  we 
regard  as  a  matter  of  Imperial  concern,  and  yet 
at  the  same  time  as  one  in  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  islands  have  a  peculiar  and  vital 
interest,  since  we  deem  it  essential  to  the  firm 
•establishment  of  peace,  and  to  the  future  secu- 
rity of  life  and  property  in  this  part  of  Her 
llajesty's  domiiuons.  The  pecuniary  cost  of 
the  necessary  measures  for  tbe  attainment  of 
this  great  end  must  be  to  us,  at  the  present 
juncture,  a  secondary  consideration.  To  the 
extent  of  the  limited  resources  of  the  colony 
this  House,  as  far  as  in  it  lies,  both  as  regards 
men  and  money,  is  willing  fully  and  cormally 
to  co-operate  with  the  Imperial  Government. 
And,  in  order  more  clearly  to  define,  as  your 
Excellency  invites  us  to  do,  the  extent  of 
aadstance  which  the  colony  is  prepared  to 
aSord,  this  House  declares  its  assent  to  the 
organization  and  maintenance  under  the  pre- 

'  sent  Militia  Acts  of  such  part  of  the  colonial 
forces  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of 

.  the  several  settlements,  and  will  approve  of 
the  acceptance  by  the  Colonial  Government  of 
advances  from  the  Commissariat  chest  for  de- 
fraying the   requisite  expenditure,  upon  the 

■  oonditious  prescribed  by  the  Secretory  of  State 
in  the  Despatch  (No.  18,  26th  January,  1861) 
referred  to  by  your  Excellency. 

"  At  the  same  time,  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  the  employment  of  the  colonists  as  a 
militia  force,  besides  interrupting  the  indus- 
trial porsoitB  of  the  colony,  and  thereby  greatly 
i^jTinmintiing  its  resources,  will  be  far  more 
costly  than  the  employment  of  a  larger  number 

'  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  if  those  troops  could 
be  procured." 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES  said  the 
address  was  difierent  from  that  already  read  to 
the  House. 
After  an  irregular  discussion, 
Mr.  STAFEOBD  moved  the  following  reso- 

'  lotion :  That  the  Chairman  do  now  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  for  the  purpose 
of  referring  to  Mr.  Spe^er  a  question  of 
whether  an  address  now  proposed  by  Mr.  Staf- 
ford is  to  be  taken  as  the  address  before  the  Com- 

•  mittee,  no  other  stddress  having  been  brought 
np  to  ike  Chairman  of  Committees. 
Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 

°  words  after  "  Committee  "  be  left  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  following :  "  another  address 
having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Stafford  to  this 
Committee." 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  would  agree  to  the  inser- 
tion of  those  words,  but  not  to  the  omission  of 
the  oUiezB. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  on  a  point  of 


order  they  were  all  going  wrong.  He  called  on 
the  Chairman  to  decide  whether  there  had 
previously  been  any  motion  before  the  Commit- 
tee, for,  if  not,  this  motion  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  out  of  order,  and  not  to.be  taken 
notice  of. 

[A  discussion  ensued,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  Government  had  appropriated  the 
amendments  about  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Opposition,  and  moved  them  as  a  substantiye 
motion.] 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  denied  the  charge,  and 
stated  that  the  amendments,  which  were  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Government, 
had  been  suggested  to  him  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waimea,  as  his  own  amendments. 

It  appearing  to  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Chairman  should  decide, 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  CHAIBMAN  of  COMMITTEES  ruled 
that,  although  the  address  in  a  difierent  form 
had  been  read  and  moved  \>y  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, yet  the  Committee  oordd  not  be  considered 
as  being  in  possession  of  the  motion,  it  not 
having  Deen  read  by  the  Chairman  on  that 
occasion,  on  account  of  a  motion  to  report  pro- 
gress. The  honourable  member  could  therefore 
amend  his  motion  without  leave. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  said  he  was  most  h^^ 
that  the  Chairman  had  come  to  this  decision ; 
and  he  should  always  feel  very  glad  if  any 
amendment  proposed  by  him  should  be  so 
readily  adopted  by  all  paxties  as  this  had  been, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  very  desirable  one,  as  it 
had  obtamed  him  two  friends  instead  of  one, 
though  he  warned  neither  of  them  to  trust  him, 
as  he  could  assure  them  that  for  any  party 
purposes  he  was  not  to  be  trusted  in  the  least. 
He  was  glad  the  Government  had  accepted  the 
amendment — which  was  of  a  very  important 
character  —  in  toto;  for  their  alterations  had 
not  been  important  ones,  though  they  were 
both  improvements  for  which  he  was  obliged 
to  them.  His  great  object  had  been  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  misunderstanding  between 
the  Governor  and  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
calling  out  the  MUitia.  If  they  had  passed  the 
address  as  presented  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
they  would  have  been  pledged  to  adopt  after- 
wards any  proposition  of  the  Governor  to  ex- 
tend the  operations  of  the  Mihtia,  and  would 
not  have  been  able  to  make  any  reservation 
when  demands  were  afterwards  made  on  the 
House  for  men  and  money.  Therefore  they 
must  be  careful  in  such  a  crisis,  and  not 
make  any  promises  they  did  not  intrad  fully  to 
carry  out ;  or  else,  on  their  refusing  any  support 
sought,  the  Governor  might  fairly  charge  them 
with  breach  of  faith.  When  this  amendment 
suggested  itself  to  him,  which  was  directly 
after  the  address  came  down,  he  wrote  it  out 
and  showed  it  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  (Mr.  Domett) ;  and,  as  that  honourable 
member  did  not  immediately  call  it  "  bosh," 
he  (Mr.  Saunders)  thought  it  would  not  be  ob- 
jected to,  as  that  honourable  gentleman  was 
naturally  very  unceremonious  in  expressing 
his  opinion  on  any  proposition  of  his  (Mr,  Saun- 
ders's).   He  was  sorry  he  should  be  called 
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tipon  to  make  a  speeoh  immediately  after  the 
eloquent  one  they  had  heard  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer ;  and,  as  his  speech  wonld  not  contain 
either  Latin  or  poetry,  he  was  afraid  it  would 
not  much  interest  the  House.  In  addition  to 
other  evils  of  the  extensive  employment  of 
Militia,  he  maintained  they  would  be  the  most 
expensive  force.  [The  honotuable  member  then 
quoted  figures  to  prove  that  the  exx>en8e  to  the 
colony  of  eight  hundred  militiamen.with  twenty 
officers,  would  be  greater  than  that  of  five 
thousand  soldiers  with  their  officers.]  In  this 
he  had  reckoned  to  pay  the  Militia  Ss.  a  day ; 
for  if  they  did  not  receive  this  they  wonld  be 
paying  an  undue  proportion  of  the  taxes  of  the 
colony.  It  would  be  unjust  that  those  who 
bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  en- 
dured so  many  hardships  and  privations  as  the 
Militia  must,  should  render  their  labour  for 
half  the  sum  they  could  obtain  by  more  peace- 
ful employment.  Moreover,  in  these  calcula- 
tions he  bad  not  put  an  arm  in  their  hands  nor 
a  blue  shirt  on  their  backs.  If  we  were  to  go 
to  war  it  was  desirable  we  should  have  an  addi- 
tional number  of  regular  troops ;  for  it  was  not 
the  opinion  of  any  competent  authority  that 
the  number  of  troops  now  in  the  colony  was 
snffioient  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  termina- 
tion. There  might  be  sufficient  to  meet  any 
number  of  Natives  that  could  be  brought 
against  them ;  but,  before  going  to  war  in 
a  country  where  the  homesteads  were  so  little 
protected,  with  a  foe  not  infiuenced  by  the  laws 
of  nations  and  their  humanizing  efiects,  they 
should  have  such  a  number  of  troops  as  could 
protect  the  settlers  generally,  and  speedily  con- 
clude the  war.  Tms  would,  besides,  be  the 
most  economical  course.  In  his  amendment, 
instead  of  declaring  "  the  cost "  of  the  war  a 
merely  secondary  consideration,  he  proposed  to 
insert  the  words,  "  the  mere  pecumary  cost ;" 
for  that  was  the  smallest  portion  of  the  cost  of 
the  war,  and  the  cost  of  life,  homes,  and  families 
could  never  be  considered  a  secondary  con- 
sideration. It  was  therefore  desirable  to  keep 
in  mind,  and  to  let  every  one  see  that  they  had 
kept  in  mind,  that  this  war  would  be  round  our 
Tery  doors,  and  accompanied  by  the  fearful 
consequences  of  the  most  miserable  description 
of  civu  war.  He  trusted  no  means  would  be 
left  untried  to  avoid  it ;  but,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  enter  upon  it,  he  trusted  it  would  be 
conducted  in  a  more  energetic  manner  than 
heretofore,  and  that  they  wonld  make  as  short 
work  as  possible  of  it. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said,  the  House  having  been 
invited  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  express  its 
opinion  on  the  great  question  now  under  dis- 
cussion before  coming  to  a  vote,  he  readilv 
assented  to  the  proposal,  and  would  not  shrink 
from  stating  his  view,  and  that  in  as  few  words 
as  possible.  He  was  glad  that  Ministers  had 
accepted  the  reasonable  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Waimea,  because 
if  the  Committee  had  divided  on  the  question 
he  should  have  voted  against  Ministers.  He  had 
hoped  that  the  honourable  member,  if  success- 
fof,  would  have  been  prepared  to  construct  a 
Cabinet  of  his  own  choice.  In  the  early  part  of 
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the  debate  an  honourable  member  went  oat  of 
his  way  and  volunteered  an  opinion  foreign 
to  the  debate,  and  stated  that  in  which  he  wm 
not  borne  out  by  facta.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Williamson) 
said  that  in  his  (Mr.  CNeill's)  seoonding 
of  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Speech  of 
His  Excellency  he  had  been  taken  into  the 
side  of  the  Ministry.  But  it  so  happened 
that  his  views  on  the  war  question  were  wdl 
known  long  before  a  single  vote  was  recorded 
for  him  to  take  his  seat  in  that  House.  He 
(Mr.  O'Neill!  was  on  one  occasion  teiken  in  by 
quite  a  different  party;  but  he  assured  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  same  party 
would  not  t<Jce  him  in  again.  He  beueved 
there  was  no  person  within  those  walls  aa 
advocate  for  war;  yet  they  were  anxious  to 
make  an  effort  to  bring  an  erring  people 
back  to  their  allegiance,  and  to  place 
them  under  the  proper  control  of  law  and 
order.  The  peace-at-any-price  party  in  that 
House  told  them  that  the  true  cause  of  the 
war  was  the  absence  of  institutions  among  the 
Natives;  that,  having  been  neglected  by  the 
Government,  they  were  only  making  an  efioit 
to  establish  institutions  and  govern  Uhemselvas 
in  the  best  way  they  could.  Another  section 
of  the  same  party  outside  the  House  gave  a  dif- 
ferent version  of  the  origin  of  the  insurrection. 
They,  indeed,  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  the 
true  cause  of  the  war  was  analogous  to  the 
sin  of  Aoluui,  who  coveted  the  "Babylonish 
garment ; "  tibiat  the  colonists  were  an  avari- 
cious set  of  men,  who  were  determined  to  est 
hold  of  the  lands  of  the  Natives  by  hook  or  by 
crook.  Noyr,  he  differed  from  boui  sections  dt 
that  party;  because  he  thought  the  war  had 
mainly  arisen  from  a  growing  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  Natives  that  the  white  population 
were  increasing  too  fast,  and  that  an  eS(^ 
must  be  made  bv  them  to  keep  New  Zealand 
for  the  New-Zealanders.  It  was  admitted  that 
the  Land  League,  got  up  in  Taranaki  so  far 
back  as  1854,  was  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
preventing  the  further  sale  of  land  to  the 
Government ;  by  which  means  it  was  thou^t 
by  the  Natives  that  an  effectual  stop  would 
be  put  to  the  tide  of  immigration  into  the 
Northern  Island ;  so  that  the  Maori  chief 
might  still  imagine  himself  to  be  what  he 
really  was  some  twenty  years  ago,  a  sort  of 
protector  of  the  pakehft.  The  Waikato  chiefs 
were  not  long  in  adopting  the  principle  of  the 
Land  League.  They  made  no  secret  of  their 
co-operation  with  other  tribes  of  influence  in 
the  mterior,  and,  to  give  unmistakable  strength 
and  significance  to  their  joint  proceedings, 
they  initiated  the  King  movement.  Thou 
bearing  in  mind  the  disaffected  language  made 
use  of  when  those  Land  Leagues  were  organized, 
advising,  as  some  of  the  speakers  did,  the  very 
extinction  of  the  colonists — yea,  even  to  the 
misBionaries — they,  the  Europeans,  oonld  not  be 
surprised  at  their  seizing  the  first  opportunity  of 
resisting  the  Queen's  authority.  By  the  motion 
under  debate  he  considered  that  the  House  was 
virtually  called  upon  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
on  the  question — namely,  peace  or  war  ?  iJnder 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.} 


AddresBto 


[HOUSE.] 


His  BxeMenctf. 


9T 


all  tite  oirctimstaiieea  it  was,  doubtless,  a 
qaettion  of  commanding  importance ;  particn- 
tkrl/  80  at  the  present  time,  when  a  cruel  and 
insolent  Native  race  were  in  open  rebellion,  and 
threatening  the  extinction  of  the  colony  ;  there- 
fore the  fate  of  the  colony  might  possibly  be 
invDlved  in  their  vote  of  that  day.  In  the 
pment  state  of  things  be  would  not  take  up 
the.  time  of  the  House  in  reproducing  the 
opiniona,  or  in  recounting  everything  that 
toided  to  make  a  difference  between  the  Qo- 
vemment  and  the  Natives.  Those  honourable 
members  who  thought  that  the  proceedings  of 
Oovermnent  were  marked  by  a  want  of  dis- 
cretion in  dealing  with  the  Natives  may  be 
correct  so  long  as  it  applied  in  general  to 
Native  Eiffairs ;  but  he  denied  the  assumption 
if  applied  to  the  transactions  which  had  been 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  rebellion.  If  they 
were  to  place  any  credence  in  the  documents 
ptomalgated  from  time  to  time  they  must 
believe  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  a  policy  of  aggression ;  and  he 
thoDght  that  His  Excellency  need  not  be  very 
solicitous  to  assure  the  English  public  that  the 
war  was  not  of  his  making,  but  that  it  arose 
through  the  turbulent  and  disrespectful  con- 
duct of  William  King  and  other  Natives,  and 
consequently  it  had  become  inevitable.  No 
doubt  it  answered  the  purpose  of  the  Maori 
sympathizers  to  handle  the  Government  with 
severity ;  but  he  would  remind  them  that  they 
were  at  the  same  time  assuming  a  grave  re- 
iponsibility,  seeing  that  their  conduct  tended 
to  countenance  desperate  men  in  remaining 
in  aims  against  the  constituted  authorities, 
thereby  possibly  preventing  the  Natives  from 
laying  down  their  arms  and  submitting  to  the 
terms  offered  to  them  by  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Who  could  tell  the  number  of 
valuable  lives  that  would  in  all  probability  be 
saved  ii  people  would  be  cautions,  and  abstain 
from  doing  that  which  lowered  the  Executive 
in  the  eyes  of  the.  Natives,  and  thereby  was 
likely  to  paralyse  any  efforts  designed  to  bring 
about  a  dignified  and  lasting  peace.  Such  con- 
duct was  more  to  be  regretted,  because  Native 
affairs  had  not  improved,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  assamed  larger  proportions  and  a 
much  more  threatening  attitude  since  the  vari- 
ous pamphlets  and  letters  of  the  peace-at-any- 
prioe  party  had  been  published  and  put  in  cir- 
culation. 

Mr.  WOOD.  — The  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
asked  us  to  n>eak,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Division  has  spoken.  A  de- 
bate, however,  about  nothing— in  which  there 
is  no  principle  to  defend  and  none  to  oppose 
— is  the  flattest  and  stalest  thing  imaginable. 
Ilie  Colonial  Treasurer  has  told  us  that  three 
different  occasions  have  been  afforded  us  to 
speak,  and  on  each  of  those  three  several  oc- 
casions we  remained  silent.  Three  occasions 
have,  indeed.  Sir,  been  afforded  us  to  speak — 
and  on  each  of  those  occasions  wo  have  spoken. 
The  first  was  upon  the  Reply  which  was  pro- 
posed in  this  House  to  the  Speech  with  which 
Bis  Excellency  the  Governor  was  pleased  to 
open  this  session  of  the  Assembly ;  and  we  spoke 
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on  the  terms  of  that  Reply.  The  Speech  Trhioh 
the  Governor  was  advised  to  make  was  in  itself 
of  so  slight  a  character — touched  upon  so  few 
points  of  importance — as  to  offer  scarcely  any 
subject  for  either  division  or  debate.  Had  I 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  Reply,  it  would 
have  been  to  the  effect  that  language  of  a 
warmer  and  more  heartfelt  character  should 
have  been  used  to  thank  the  Home  Govern- 
ment for  its  noble  conduct  in  so  readily  and 
liberally  sending  succour  to  this  remote  and 
comparatively  insignificant  dependency  in  its 
distress,  than  the  few  and  meagre  terms  in 
which  our  acknowledgments  were  couched  in 
that  Reply.  England  on  that  occasion  nobly 
did  her  duty ;  and  the  least  that  we  could  do 
in  return  was  suitably  to  express  our  cordial 
thanks.  The  next  occasion  on  which  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  was  that  on  which 
the  Minister  for  Native  Affairs  proposed  his 
resolutions ;  and  we  spoke  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolutions  which  have  been  the  origin  of  the 
message  from  the  Governor  which  is  now  under 
discussion.  To  the  resolutions  as  originally, 
proposed  we  were  unable  to  give  our  assent. 
To  the  objectionable  portion  of  those  resolu- 
tions we  prepared  an  amendment ;  we  were 
ready  to  speak  out  and  debate  the  question 
fully  ;  we  were  ready  and  willing  to  divide  the 
House  upon  the  question,  and  to  stand  or  fall 
by  the  result.  But,  Sir,  what  was  our  surprise 
when  we  found  ourselves  forestalled,  when  our 
amendment — not,  I  admit,  in  its  very  words, 
but  in  all  its  meaning — was  proposed  by  an 
honourable  member  of  this  House,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Government,  and  Ministers  ac- 
cepted what  was  virtually  our  amendment  as 
their  ovm.  The  only  difference  between  the 
two  was  a  mere  verbsJ  difference ;  and.  Sir,  we 
do  not  fight  about  words,  but  about  principles. 
Our  quarrel  with  Ministers  is,  that  they  profess 
in  this  House  principles  which  they  do  not 
carry  out  in  practice.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
we  who  refused  to  speak  out  fully  on  that  oc- 
casion, but  they  who  refused  us  an  opportunity. 
The  third  occasion  is  the  present — in  which  we 
again  speak  in  the  terms  of  an  amendment 
which  we  have  again  prepared,  upon  which  we 
were  again  ready  to  meet  them  in  debate,  upon 
whifch  we  were  again  ready  to  divide  the  House, 
and  which  again  the  Government  appropriated 
and  passed  off  as  their  own.  There  were  pas- 
sages in  the  reply,  as  framed  by  Ministers,  to 
the  Governor's  message  which  nothing  would 
have  induced  us  to  allow  to  pass  this  House 
without  debate  and  without  division.  There 
were  passages  in  that  reply  which,  if  they 
meant  anything,  meant  that  the  cost  of  war, 
if  it  should  ui&appily  prove  inevitable.:— the 
cost  in  money,  in  life,  and  in  property  —  was 
altogether  a  secondary  consideration  to  us,  and 
that  it  was  our  duty  to  hand  over  uncondition- 
ally to  the  Governor  and  his  Ministers  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  the  people  whom  we  represent. 
To  such  expressions  of  opinion  I,  if  I  hod  stood 
alone,  never  would  have  given  my  consent. 
The  amendment  that  we  proposed  was,  that 
the  cost  which  we  considered  to  be  a  secondary 
consideration  should  be  limited  to  the  mere 
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peoaniaty  cost,  and  that  the  condition  to  be 
Attached  to  the  control  which  the  Governor 
shonld  be  allowed  over  the  people  ahonld  be 
that  which  the  present  laws  impose.  Sorely 
these  are  important  and  substantial  amend- 
ments; and,  that  the  construction  which  we 
placed  upon  the  meaning  that  Ministers  in- 
tended to  convey  by  their  reply  is  correct,  I 
appeal  to  their  own  organ,  the  Southern  Cross, 
of  this  morning,  which  states,  in  the  plainest 
language,  that  the  Qovemment  require  oncon- 
ditionally  the  sole  command  of  the  people  of 
this  colony.  To  give  these  proposea  amend- 
ments the  utmost  publicity,  they  were  printed 
and  handed  round  to  honourable  members. 
Dow,  Sir,  what  did  Ministers  do  when  they  saw 
these  amendments — ^when  they  saw  there  was  a 
party  in  the  House  determined  to  resist  their 
exorbitant  demands?  Why,  they  adopted  the 
amendments,  and  handed  them  up  to  yoa,  Sir, 
as  their  own.  It  is  true  they  made  a  slight 
verbal  alteration  again — they  left  out  the  word 
"  mere  "  before  "  pecuniary,"  and  for  "  present 
laws "  they  substituted  "  the  Militia  law," 
'which,  in  fact,  is  the  only  law  that  afiects  the 
question,  and  was  the  law  the  provisions  of 
which  were  in  out  minds  at  the  time  the 
amendment  was  prepared.  Our  object  in  in* 
sisting  upon  the  msertion  of  these  words  was 
to  prevent  the  Militia  from  being  nsed  except 
for  purposes  of  defence — to  prevent  the  Qo- 
vemment of  the  day  from  marching  men  any 
distance  they  pleased  from  their  homes.  So 
long  as  the  people  are  protected  by  that  law, 
no  itower  can  order  them  out  of  their  own 
distnots.  That  the  Government  desired  un- 
limited control  is  clear ;  but,  by  insisting  upon 
the  insertion  of  those  words,  we  have  secured 
from  invasion  the  rights  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people.^^ 

Mr.  WBLD  said  the  speech  of  his  honour- 
*ble  friend  did  not  require  much  answering.  A 
great  deal  of  it  might  be  summed  up  in  the 
,  word  '•  talk."  He  (Mr.  Weld)  had  listened,  and 
httd  heard  but  one  argument  in  it,  which  was 
xmfortunately  a  wrong  one.  The  honourable 
member  hod.  first  stated  that  there  was  only 
one  word  altered,  and  hod  afterwards  remem- 
bered that  there  was  another  alteration,  and 
a  very  important  one,  too.  In  the  original 
amendment,  which  Opposition  members  still 
persisted  in  calling  theirs,  the  words — now 
altered  to  "  the  Militia  law," — stood  "  the  pre- 
sent law,"  which,  of  course,  the  Government 
oonld  not  accept,  as  it  would  preclude  them 
from  passing  even -an  Appropriation  Act,  and 
from  altering  any  existing  law.  As  soon  as  it 
was  pointed  out  that  some  honourable  mem- 
..bers  were  under  a  misapprehension,  altogether 
groundless,  that  by  passmg  the  original  address 
they  would  bind  themselves  to  accept  an  altera- 
tion in  the  Militia  law,  the  Government  were 
willing  to  remove  such  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion ;  and  because  Ministers  had  carried  out 
their  own  ideas,  and  mode  an  explanation  not 
in  the  least  needed,  up  jumped  the  honourable 
member  for  Famell,  and  called  for  the  blessing 
of  his  fellow-countrymen  because  he  had  saved 
their  liberties.  He  (Mr.  Weld)  congratulated 
Mr.  Wood 


the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  happy  t 
per  which  enabled  him  to  throw  up  nu  Iiat 
and  cry,  "I  have  saved  the  liberties  of  (bm 
country,"  on  such  slight  foundations ;  and  ha 
predicted  for  the  honourable  gentlemen  a  per- 
petual series  of  trials  in  which  he  might  a»v« 
the  people  of  this  colony  and  even,  on  some 
miserable  crotchet  of  a  word,  save  the  Impenol 
Government. 

Mr.  FOX  was  astonished  at  the  tone  of  ttte 
Ministerial  bench.  Was  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  be  diverted  from  the  discussion  of  the 
great  question  before  it  by  such  flippant  ban- 
ter as  honourable  members  had  jost  listannd 
to  ?  Was  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  came  prepared  to  address  itself 
to  the  discussion  of  this  great  crisis?  Hw 
honourable  member  for  Famell  was  qiute 
correct  in  what  he  hod  said.  The  libertiM 
of  the  colonists  had  been  saved  by  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  decided  upon,  and  whieh 
the  Government,  foreseeing  certain  defeat,  had 
interpolated  in  their  address.  The  address  aa 
originally  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Seoretary 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  the  per- 
sons of  the  colonists  for  military  porposM 
without  reserve  or  limitation.  The  MrniBtew 
proposed  to  promise  all  His  Exoelleney  aakad. 
The  Opposition  knew  well  what  that  meant — 
it  meant  the  power  of  mobilizing  the  Militi* 
— of  turning  it  into  an  aggressive  force  instead 
of  a  mere  force  of  defence  for  the  homesteads 
of  the  colonists.  Beports  were  rife  that  it  was 
intended  to  take  into  the  field  for  every  five 
hundred  troops  two  hundred  Militiamen,  who 
would  have  to  do  all  the  dirty  work  of  the  army 
and  bear  all  the  hardships  of  the  nampftign. 
Ministers  might  deny  this,  and  declare  that 
they  had  no  intention  to  alter  the  existing  law ; 
but,  if  the  House  had  adopted  their  address  as 
originally  drawn  up,  with  the  wonU  promiaing 
support  in  men  "  as  far  as  in  us  lies,"  instead 
of  "  as  far  as  the  present  law  will  permit,"  what 
was  there  to  prevent  His  Exoellenoy  again 
sending  down  a  message  without  consulting 
his  Advisers,  declaring  that  the  emergency  was 
an  Imperial  one,  and  requiring  the  Legisla- 
ture to  repeal  the  thirty-mile  reetriotiaa 
clauses  ?  This,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was  confident  was 
His  Excellency's  intention  in  the  message  be 
hod  addressed  to  the  House,  ttiough  bis  Be- 
sponsible  Ministers  might  not  have  been  oon- 
sulted ;  and  the  honourable  member  for  Paznell 
was  therefore  quite  correct  when  he  said  that 
our  amendment  had  saved  the  liberties  of 
the  colony.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  would  now  tell 
the  House  exactly  how  the  Opposition  stood 
with  regard  to  this  amendment.  Honourable 
gentlemen  would  no  doubt,  remember  that 
on  Wednesday  last  he  had  asked  for  time 
in  order  that  he  and  his  friends  might  consider 
the  address  proposed  by  the  Government,  and 
prepare  an  amendment.  The  following  day 
they  met,  to  the  number  of  more  than  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  not,  as  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  rashly  asserted,  at  a  "  convivial  gather^ 
ing  at  a  tavern,"  but  in  a  Committee-room  of 
this  House.  An  amendment  was  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member    for    the   Waimea» 
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agreed  to  nnanmionsly,  and  that  hononiabla 
gentlemui  was  requested,  as  being  attached  to 
so  patty,  to  moTO  it  in  the  House.  It  yma 
-ninted  and  pot  into  the  hands  of  membefs. 
The  Government,  on  receiving  it,  ocmferred 
trith  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  suggested 
tome  amendments  which  he  declined;  and 
then,  withont  his  sanction  or  knowledge,  they 
eaiefolly  incorporated  it  in  their  address,  and, 
to  the  •atonishment  of  the  Boose,  proposed  it 
■as  part  of  the  original  doeoment.  He  appealed 
■to  the  House  if  this  was  fair  treatment,  or 
treatment  consistent  with  the  usages  of  gentle- 
men ;  uid  he  appealed  to  the  honourable  gen- 
'ileman  whose  the  amendment  was  to  confirm 
-the  account  he  (Hr.  Fox)  had  given  of  the  trans- 
action. The  Government  had  this  session 
shown  an  extraordinary  facility  in  adopting  the 
imendments  of  the  Opposition.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot, 
«fteT  declaring  that  he  would  permit  of  no 
amendment  to  his  resolutions  save  of  a  merely 
■verbal  character,  accepted  withont  debate  of 
one  which  entirely  took  out  their  sting,  and 
which  rendered  them  so  little  satisfactory  to 
"the  Governor  that  he  had  sent  down  this  mes- 
-Hg*  to  endeavour  to  get  some  expression  more 
to  his  Udng.  Now  for  the  second  time  about 
to  be  defeated,  they  evaded  a  fall  by  actually 
«tea]ing  the  amendment  of  their  opponents  and 
making  it  their  own.  A  proceeding  so  little 
creditable  to  a  Government  he  had  never  wit- 
nessed, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  rightly 
-appreciate  it. 

Hr.  WELD  hoped  the  honoorable  member 
lot  the  Waimea  would  state  the  facts  to  which 
-the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  had  al- 
luded. He  could  not  let  the  speech  of  the 
liononrable  member  pass  without  comment; 
for  it  was  rather  a  remarkable  one  in  one  or 
two  senses.  Xt  was  remarkable  that  a  speech 
"peonharly  distinguished  for  rational  asser- 
tion" should  have  commenced  with  urging 
lumouiable  members  at  the  Ministerial  table 
to  preserve  &  gravity  befitting  the  occasion. 
The  honoorable  gentleman  had  first  jeered  at 
the  Latin  proceeding  from  that  table.  It  was 
true  that  nis  (Mr.  Weld's)  honourable  friend 
the  Treasurer  had  quoted  Virgil ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  favoured  the 
House  with  scraps  of  more  mediaeval  Latin. 
For  instance,  when  others  would  speak  of 
'■fishing  out,"  that  honourable  member  said 
"episoate,"  and  when  they  would  say  "to 
laugh  "  that  honourable  member  said  "  to  ca- 
chinnate." No  doubt  it  might  suit  the  honour- 
able member  to  laugh  at  a  line  of  Virgil  when 
he  wished  to  cover  his  position,  his  reticence, 
his  want  of  a  policy,  to  evade  what  he  had  been 
asked  to  do — namely,  to  stand  up  in  his  place 
and,  not  waiting  till  he  ruined  the  position  of 
.  the  present  Ministry,  let  the  House  know  what 
his  position  was.  While  he  evaded  this,  and 
woold  not  let  the  Hoose  "  episcate  "  what  his 
views  were,  his  position  as  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition was  neither  creditable  to  himself  nor  to 
his  followers.  When  it  wan  known  that  all  last 
session  he  took  a  line  adverse  to  the  war,  and 
that  one  of  his  principal  suppotteis  stated  in 


the  House  that  it  was  an  unjust  and  nnholy 
war 

Mr.  FOX.— What  war  7    The  Taranaki  war  f 

Mr.  WELD  meant  that  war  which  arose  as 
any  fotnre  one  would  arise  out  of  the  Land 

League  and  the  King  movement.    when 

the  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  we  were 
nnable  to  cope  with  the  Natives,  and  that 
nothing  but  disaster  could  come,  did  they  oon- 
sider  him  the  proper  man  to  put  in  at  the  head 
of  a  Ministry,  now  that  they  were  just  going 
to  war,  and  could  not  drag  out  of  him  what 
he  meant  on  the  subject  of  the  war  ?  Ministen 
had  oome  down  with  resolutions,  expecting  a 
fight,  had.  fired  a  shot  across  his  bows,  and 
•deed  him  to  show  his  colours,  which  they 
coold  not  get  him  to  do.  He  made  speeches 
as  to  the  possible  intentions  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
so  on,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  a  little  while 
ago  he  predicted  what  note  he  (Mr.  Weld)  was 
making,  but  in  regard  to  whioh  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  quite  wrong.  And  as  much  as 
the  honourable  member  knew  what  notes  were 
being  made  at  that  table,  just  so  much,  and  no 
more,  did  he  know  aboat  we  intentions  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  FOX  protested  that  it  was  not  the  doty 
of  a  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  enunciate  a 
policy;  but,  if  he  should  have  the  honour  of  sit- 
ting on  those  seats,  he  would  do  so.  His  posi- 
tion was  to  assail  the  Government  because  he 
believed  them  wrong.  He  might,  however,  on 
Tuesday  night  indicate  the  course  of  action  he 
might  take  and  the  principles  by  which  be 
would  abide ;  but  he  would  not  allow  Ministers 
to  suck  his  brains  for  a  policy  and  to  steal  arid 
appropriate  it,  as  they  had  done  wich  the 
amenaments  of  his  party  on  two  occasions. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  trusted  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Waimea  would  state  the 
whole  history  of  this  amendment,  a  portion  of 
whioh  had  been  stated  tolerably  correctly  1^ 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.  tt 
might  be  true  that  more  than  half  of  the  House 
did  agree  to  the  printed  amendments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Waimea,  but  it  waa 
also  true  that  a  majority  of  the  House  would 
not  support  on  amendment  proposed  by  the  _ 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  or  some  of 
his  immediate  friends,  or  else  why  was  not  the 
amendment  proposed  by  that  honourable  mem- 
ber brought  forward  as  "  their  amendment "  ? 

Mr.  FOX. — ^I  never  proposed  one. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Then  it  was  proposed  by 
some  of  the  honourable  member's  immediato 
friends. 

Mr.  CARTER  begged  distinctly  to  deny  the 
accuracy  of  the  honourable  member's  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked,  was  the  honourable 
member  prepared  to  state  that  no  other  sugges- 
tion and  no  other  words  were  under  considera- 
tion at  that  meeting  7  Because,  if  so,  he  (Mr. 
Stafford)  must  appeal  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Waimea,  who  had  told  him  a  dif- 
ferent story,  and  showed  him  a  portion  of  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  and  had  also  told 
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him  tiiat  he  proposed  this  amendment  at  that 
mating  because  he  could  not  apxtrove  of  an- 
other proposal  made  by  some  of  the  friends  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  if  not 
bj  himself,  which  was,  he  had  haaxd  from 
another  source,  something  about  four  thousand 
volunteers  from  the  diggings  being  employed 
on  this  occasion.  If  a  majority  of  the  House 
had  approved  of  that  suggestion  it  would  have 
been  handed  round  in  print  instead  of  the  one 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Waimea ; 
but,  a  majority  not  agreeing  to  it,  it  fell  to  the 
ground  still-born.  He  trusted  the  honourable 
;member  for  the  Waimea  would  state  explicitly 
at  what  time  he  proposed  the  amendment  now 
before  the  Committee,  and  how  much  of  it,  as 
now  printed,  was  not  his  own. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  might  honestly  say  to  the 
House  that  he  had  been  at  all  the  hole-and- 
oomer  meetings  that  had  taken  place ;  but  he 
did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  tell  what 
took  place  in  them.  But,  as  he  thought  both 
honourable  gentleman  had  somewhat  mis- 
quoted his  position  in  this  affair,  and,  as  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  set  himself  right,  he  would 
briefly  state  the  circumstances  as  they  arose, 
without,  he  hoped,  being  thought  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  confidence.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  had  been 
by  his  side  on  Wednesday  night  when  he  wrote 
oat  an  amendment  which  included  the  addi- 
tion now  made  to  the  address  proposed,  and  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  address  having  been 
proposed  in  opposition  to  it.  Yesterday  after- 
noon he  met  the  honourable  member  for  Ra- 
agitikei  and  some  of  his  more  or  less  warm 
supporters  in  a  Committee-room  of  the  House. 
Seine  suggestions  were  then  made  of  an  amend- 
ment which  he  did  not  approve  of  entirely,  nor 
did  the  greater  part  of  those  present ;  and  they 
did  him  the  honour  to  accept  the  amendment 
which  he  had  written  the  previous  night ;  and 
he  wished  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei  to  propose  it,  but  that  honourable  member 
had  declined  to  take  it  out  of  his  (Mr.  Saun- 
ders's) bands,  as  he  wished  to  divest  it  of  all 
party  appearances.  He  (Mr.  Saunders)  after- 
wards showed  it  to  the  (Government,  who  were 
willing  to  accede  to  it ;  but  in  what  manner 
they  intended  to  adopt  it  he  was  Hiea  entirely 
ignorant,  supposing  that  they  would  simply 
agree  to  it  when  he  proposed  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  facts  were 
simple.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had  made  in 
the  margin  the  corrections  agreed  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Waimea,  and  that 
copy  had  been  brought  up  to  the  Clerk.  A 
more  natural  act  could  not  be  conceived.  It 
was  done  without  the  knowledge  either  of  the 
Kative  Minister  or  of  himself.  The  fact  was 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
wanted  a  paltry  party  triumph  out  of  this. 
Ijet  him  have  it.  Let  him  say  that  on  this 
matter  he  had  beaten  the  Government;  but 
let  him  not  hereafter  read  the  words  of' the  de- 
claration in  an  unnatural  sense.  He  (Mr.  Rich- . 
mond)  had  said  that  Ministers  in  general  and ': 
himself  in  particular  would  give  their  support 
to  any  Qovemment  honestly  determined  to 
Ur.  Stafford 


support  the  Imperial  policy  in  thiaoriticalinnar 
tore;  and  they  would  not  withhold  that  aaivpoit. 
from  a  Ministry  of  which  the  honourable  menif 
her  for  Rangitikei  formed  a  part,  if  he  gava 
for  himself  and  his  colleagues  a  substantial 
guarantee  for  his  fidelity  to  the  engagement 
he  took  on  himself.  The  shuffling  conduct  of 
the  honourable  member  on  this  oooasion  isr 
creased  the  distrust  he  had  always  had  of 
him ;  and  he  should  be  glad  when  they  heaid 
the  promised  explanation  of  the  honoorabW 
member's  own  views.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  wsa 
tired  of  the  pettiness  of  the  debates  while  that 
honourable  member  conducted  the  Opposition^ 
and  if  the  present  Ministry  held  that  plaoa 
they  would  not  lead  off  ridiculous  discussions 
on  little  questions  of  order.  A  great  deal  of 
capital  had  been  sought  to  be  made  ont  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Militia  laws  supposed  t% 
be  intended  by  the  Qovemment.  His  honour* 
able  colleague  the  Native  Minister  had  assured 
the  House  —  and  if  there  was  a  man  whom 
the  House  ought  to  believe  and  did  believe  it 
was  the  Native  Minister — that  they  had  never 
dreamed  of  the  slightest  alteration  in  the  Mi- 
litia laws.  But  they  could  not  in  ten  linespot 
everything  and  foresee  every  objection.  lias^ 
session  the  honourable  member  for  Raogitikei 
made  a  three-hours  speech  against  time,  in 
which  he  quoted  all  the  clauses  of  th^  Militia 
Bill,  and  this  was  cited  by  the  honourabU 
member  for  Wellington  in  a  speech  at  Welling> 
ton  as  an  eloquent  harangue  which  smashed 
the  Militia  Bill;  but  what  it  really  did  was  t» 
dear  the  House,  and  to  send  all  the  members, 
down  to  Bellamy's  and  ont  of  the  House.  Tba 
great  point  of  the  Militia  Bill,  out  of  which  aa 
much  capital  had  been  made,  was  a  hundred- 
mile  limit.  But  under  the  old  Militia  law  tha 
whole  of  New  Zealand  might  have  been  mada 
a  district.  The  Home  Government  had  posi- 
tively complained  of  the  limitation  of  the  ex* 
isting  districts ;  and  it  was  to  meet  their  opin- 
ion that  Ministers  did  not  propose  a  narrower 
limit  than  a  hundred  miles.  But  what  wa» 
complained  of  in  the  Bill  as  an  arbitrary  exten- 
sion was  really  a  contraction.  Much  of  the  poli- 
tical applause  gained  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Remgitikei  rested  on  no  better  foundation* 
Returning  to  the  address,  he  (Mr.  Richmond) 
would  mention  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Waimea 
just  met  the  Government's  own  view,  and« 
as  they  contemplated  no  alteration  of  the  ex- 
isting Militia  law,  they  were  perfectly  willing 
to  accept  a  stipulation  in  reference  to  it.  Their 
view  was  that  the  colonial  Militia  was  only 
available  for  defence,  and  was  for  offensive 
operations  positively  useless,  an  expensive  foroe» 
and  one  not  to  be  relied  on.  Volunteers,  and 
they  only,  could  be  of  service  at  any  distance 
from  their  residence.  Now,  the  settlement  of 
Auckland  could  not  be  defended  at  Maungata- 
whiri,  much  less  at  Otawhao,  as  some  had  pro- 
posed. But  the  fact  simply  was  that  those 
honourable  members,  to  covet  their  retreat^ 
after  the  example  of  the  cuttle-fish,  pretended 
to  claim  a  great  party  triumph  over  the  Qo- 
vemment.   He  would  say,  let  them  toke  it ;  h» 
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tKnild  waste   no    wotds   in  contending   the 
ihfttteiwith  them. 

'  Mr.  CURTIS  aUnded  to  the  Opposition  and 
Ibtix  attempt  to  make  this  a  part;  movement, 
•nd  referred  to  an  amendment  to  the  original 
leeolation,  which  he  understood  had  been  sub- 
mitted at  a  meeting  of  the  Opposition,  and  to 
which  they  had  failed  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
some  present  at  that  meeting,  unless  they 
would  consent  to  certain  alterations.  He  had 
iieen  assured  by  some  honourable  members  who 
were  present  that  they  only  consented  to  the 
Amendments  drawn  up  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Waimea  because  they  were  such  as 
the  Govertmient  wonld  in  all  probability  anent 
to.  He  thonght  honourable  members  on  the 
-other  side  of  the  House  who  took  an  active 
part  in  disonasions  on  the  war  question  last 
■ession  were  bound  now  to  come  forward  and 
state  their  views.  An  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  to  them  on  the  Reply  to  the  Speech. 
Members  from  the  Province  of  Wellington  not 
having  arrived,  the  House  adjourned  to  give 
ftem  that  opportunity.  Well,  when  they  did 
«ome  they  allowed  it  to  pass  in  dead  silenoe. 
Another  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  them 
liy  the  Native  Minister  bringing  forward  the 
insolations  of  last  week :  again  the  Opposition 
preserved  a  dead  silence.  In  this  debate  the 
honomable  member  for  Pamell,  who  had 
spoken,  said,  as  if  he  in  his  own  person 
npresented  the  Opposition,  "  We  have  spoken 
Aow."  {The  honourable  gentleman  here  re- 
ferred to  the  late  member  for  Akaroa,  who 
npon  one  occasion  had  said,  "  Sir,  I  am  Canter- 
bmy ; "  and  drew  a  comparison  between  that 
koneurable  member  and  the  honourable  mem- 
Iwrfor  Pamell.]  Honourable  members  opposite 
would  make  their  professions  of  want  of  oonfi- 
•denoe  in  the  Qovemment,  but  they  would  not 
atter  one  word  in  debate  on  the  Native  qnes- 
tfon.  Did  they  agree  with  those  resolutions 
which  were  proposed  by  the  Native  Minister  ? 
Did  they  agree  in  the  address  now  before  the 
Boose?  The  fact  of  their  bringing  forward 
Hhe  proposed  amendment,  previously  referred  to, 
ihowed  that  they  did  not.  [The  honourable 
tnember  referred  to  their  duty  as  representa- 
Cves ;  His  Excellency's  Speech  on  opening  the 
Assembly ;  the  debate  on  the  resolutions  of  last 
%eek,  introduced  by  the  Native  Minister ;  and 
Uked  whether  they  were  doing  their  duty  to 
their  fellow-colonists  and  to  their  country  by 
complete  silence.]  He  said,  if  they  were  not  by 
Cneh  eondnct  covered  with  shame,  they  must 
be  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  to  act  so  in  a  time 
Kke  the  present.  There  was  one  remark  he 
(Mr.  Curtis)  wished  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
•tnployment  of  the  Militia.  It  was,  in  his 
Bpiniou,  a  very  legitimate  force  to  employ  as  a 
€cfenoe  in  the  settled  districts,  and  was  not 
liearly  so  costly  as  the  regular  troops.  Those 
who  held  a  contrary  opinion  probably  had  not 
bdiided  the  cost  of  bringing  the  latter  out 
Itom  England,  and  the  fact  that  the  Militia 
Vers  always  at  hand,  and  only  paid  when  in 
iletive  service.  [He  described  the  probable  time 
Ud  operations  of  the  Militia,  aod  their  fsf 
tlbea  ok  luitntd  aerviae.    He  also  refonea  to 


the  negotiations,  and  the  period  open  for 
negotiations ;  and  aUoded  to  a  oonwrsation  he 
had  lately  had  with  an  honourable  member  of 
the  House  who  advocated  negotiations,  and 
who  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  they  would 
have  Hie  effect  of  inducing  the  Natives  to  admit 
the  supremacy  of  the  Queen  and  to  submit  to' 
British  law.  On  asking  him  what  time  he 
thought  it  would  take  for  negotiations  to  pro- 
duce this  effect — ^whether  two  or  three  months, 
or  whethw  it  would  take  years  —  ibe  reply 
was,  "  Ten  or  fifteen  years,"  and  that  to  talk.tiC 
months  was  utterly  absurd.]  He  (Mr.  Curtis) 
contended  that  this  would  be  leaving  affairs 
altogether  in  a  worse  state  than  ever.  The  op- 
portunity ought  to  be  taken  while  the  troops 
were  here.  Remove  them,  and  a  fresh  outbreak 
would  be  sure  to  take  place  ;  and  experience  of 
Native  character  had  proved  beyond  all  quea- 
tion  that  the  only  way  to  deal  with  the  Natives 
was  to  treat  them  with  decision  and  firmneao: 

The  address  was  agreed  to,  and  the  repiwi 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Tuesday  next. 

THIRD  READING. 
Commissioners'  Powers  Bill. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ORDINANCB 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages  vrithout  amendment. 

REGIST^A-nON  OP  ELECTORS  ACT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Registration  of  Electors  Act  ISfiS  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  oon- 
sidered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  alt 
again. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed. 
That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  HU 
Excellency  the  Governor,  requesting  him  t4 
send  down  to  this  House  copy  of  a  letter  lately 
addressed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
crisis  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buddie. 

FIRST  READING.   '  ! 

Dun  Mountain  Railway  Bill. 

ABDUCTION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER,  it  wafe 
agreed.  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  requesting 
him  to  send  down  to  this  House  copies  of  aU 
correspondence  relating  to  the  taking  i^way 
the  half-caste  child  from  Oruru  by  a  chief  fioia 
Kaikohe. 

The  House  adjonmed  at  dght  o'olook  pan.  - 
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LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  lit  Jvly,  ISSl. 


Adjoammant. 


The  Hon.  the  Spiaxbb  took  the  ohait  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
There  being  no  business  before  the  Oonnoil, 
the  Oonncil  iaen  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  Snd  July,  1861. 


UUltuT  Defence— Gommlssloneis'  Fowen  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfxaxkb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER— in  moving  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  con- 
^der  and  report  on  the  question  of  the  militarj 
defence  of  the  colony — observed  that  when,  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  a  Committee 
was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  a  Similar  purpose,  he  was  under  the  impres- 
tion  that  its  object  was  principally  to  deal  with 
money  matters,  and  therefore  it  was  not  neces- 
■aiT  that  the  Council  should  interfere.  He 
haa  since  found  that  it  was  intended  to  take  a 
wider  range,  and  he  proposed  this  mode  of  con- 
ferring with  the  other  House  upon  the  subject. 
A  aimilar  thing  had  been  done  in  a  previous 
•ession,  when  the  question  of  the  reinoval  of 
the  58th  Regiment  was  mooted.  There  was 
one  peculiarity  about  the  Go^nmittee  he  asked 
for,  which  was  that  it  should  be  secret ;  and 
(here  was  an  especial  reason  for  this,  as  it  was 
intended  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
nature  of  defence  required,  and  the  posts  to  be 
defended;  and,  supposing  matters  should  be 
carried  to  extremes  in  the  Waikato  country, 
publicity  might  be  moat  mischievous.  It  was 
not  uncommon,  he  believed,  to  appoint  such 
Committees  in  the  English  Parliament,  and  he 
thought  this  an  appropriate  occasion  for  doing 
•o,  if  precedent  for  it  existed.  He  then  moved. 
That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
aider  and  repoh  on  the  question  of  the  military 
defence  of  the  colony,  with  power  to  call  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records;  that  the  Com- 
mittee be  considered  a  secret  Committee; 
that  the  Committee  have  power  to  confer  with 
a  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  also  bave 
power  to  make  a  joint  or  separate  report ;  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Russell,  the  Hon.  Major  Richmond,  O.B.,  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cutfield, 
and  the  mover. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  had  no  (thjectiaa. 
to  offer,  but  thought  that  much  of  the  good  to 
result  from  the  appointment  of  the  Committeo 
must  depend  on  the  instructions  given  to  &. 
He  aoggested  that  the  motion  waa  not  anffi- 
oiontljr  aeflnite  in  its  terms. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

COMMISSIONBRS'  POWERS  BHiIj. 

Standing  Order  No.  129  being  suspended  foe 
this  day. 

The  amendments  made  b^  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  Commissioners'  Powea. 
Bill  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Conncil. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESBNTATIVB8. 
Tuetday,  Snd  July,  1861. 


MoHonse. 


Mr.  Sfsakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelTe  o'clock^ 

Pbatxbs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Honaa. 
then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OP   BEPRESBNTATIVB8. 
Wtdnesday,  3rd  July,  1861. 


Bank  of  Maw  Sonth  Wale*  Bill— MUituy  Defano* 
—Address  to  Hit  Bxaellenoy— Petition  of  Jobs 
Bdmondi — Want  of  Confidence— Oantarbniy  and. 
Otago  Boundary  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfxakxb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

P&i.TXBS. 

BANK  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WAI,ES  BILIi. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  brought  up  the  repoif; 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Bank  oE 
New  South  Wales  Bill,  which  was  read.  Tha 
honourable  member  asked  leave  to  suspend  tha 
Standing  Orders  and  take  the  second  reading, 
now.  This  he  did  at  the  earnest  request  of  tha 
agent  for  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  and  tha 
Inspector  of  the  bank,  who  desired  to  Isava 
Auckland  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  objected  to  the  sna- 
pension  of  the  Standing  Orders.  The  question 
was  one  vitally  affecting  the  commerce  of  tli»- 
oounti^,  and  honourable  gentlemen  should 
have  tune  to  consider  the  measure. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  the  Bill  differed  in 
some  respects  from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
Bill,  for  the  introduction  of  which  Standing 
Orders  had  been  suspended.  Although  tha 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  not  attended  the  Com- 
mittee when  the  report  was  drawn  up,  yet  tha 
alterations  in  the  Bill  had  been  made  at  hia- 
suggestion.  He  (Mr.  Williamson)  would  nob 
ask  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  until  to-> 
morrow. 

Mr.  STAFFORD   objected   to  this  coara9» 
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TSm  quMtton  was  mcMt  impoitont,  and  he  had 
not jret  aaen  the  Bill. 

Hz.  WUililAMSON  would  not  press  his 
motioo,  bnt  gare  notice  that  he  woold  take  the 
second  leading  on  Thoisday. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mx.  DILLON  BELL,  it 
wsa  agreed, — 

That  the  Select  Committee  on  Military  De- 
fenee  haye  jmwer  to  confer  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council. 

That  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Defence  he  directed  to 
receive  from  every  men>ber  of  snoh  Com- 
mittee, and  to  sabscribe  himself,  a  declaration 
by  which  every  such  member  shall  engage  npon 
hi*  himouz  not  to  divulge  any  matter  which 
shall  eome  before  him  as  a  member  of  such 
Committee.  The  form  of  snoh  declaration  to 
be  settled  by  the  secret  Committee. 

ADDRESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
Standing  Orders  Nos.  S9  and  63  were  sus- 
pended daring  the  sitting  of  the  House  this 
day. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  receiving 
the  report  of  a  resolution  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  consideration  of  His 
Exoellenoy's  Message  No.  2, 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES  rej^rted 
tiis  address  to  His  ExViellenoy  previonsly 
adapted  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  complained  that 
garided  reports  had  been  given  of  the  Minis- 
terial explanations  on  Friday  relating  to  the 
amendea  address,  and  repeated  what  he  said 
had  transpired  on  that  occasion.  However,  he 
admitted  the  Qovemment  was  wrong  in  not 
letting  the  resolution  pass  as  an  amended  ad- 
dnss,  when  the  Opposition  laid  such  ridiculous 
■ttess  on  the  matter,  and  it  was  considered  by 
the  hononrable  member  for  Bangitikei  a  matter 
of  importance  to  his  party  that  the  address 
•hoold  appear  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  as 
an  amendment.  The  Oovemment  were  willing 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee,  when  the  original 
address  and  amendments  could  be  pro  formS 
moved,  and  thus  allow  the  fact  to  be  recorded 
en  the  Journals  of  the  House.  The  only  object 
the  Qovemment  had  at  the  last  sitting  was  to 
make  it  appear  to  the  Empire  that  they  were  a 
united  colony  on  this  point. 

lb.  GABLETON.— As  the  tree  has  fallen  so 
letttlia. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  made  the 
ellatto  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  and 
it  he  did  not  accept  it  he  would  move  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutiofl. 

Ur.  FOX  replied  that  the  offer  for  the  resti- 
tution  of  stolen  goods  came  too  late.  The  trick 
hsd  been  exposed  in  the  House.  It  was  under- 
stood by  the  House  and  the  public,  and  he  was 
content  to  let  it  remain  where  it  was. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  then  formally  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee. 
Address  adopted  by  the  House. 


PETITION  OF  JOHN  EDMONDS. 
Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  the  petition  of 
John  Edmonds  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  hononrable  member  explained  that  the 
property  which  Mr.  Edmonds  formerly  owned 
was  the  key  to  the  projected  settlement  of  a 
tovmship  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  accordance 
with  an  Act  passed  in  1858 ;  that  Mr.  Edmonds 
was  far  from  being  a  clear-headed  man,  and, 
while  labouring  under  the  impression  that  scrip 
was  equal  to  cash,  had  been  induced  to  enter 
into  negotiation  with  the  Qovemment  for  the 
sale  of  his  valuable  property.  He  found,  how- 
ever, npon  reflection  that  he  had  made  a  very 
bad  bargain,  entailing  a  very  great  sacrifice  on 
himself ;  and,  as  no  action  bad  been  taken  in 
the  matter  for  the  formation  of  the  settlement^ 
he  prayed  that  the  Qovemment  would  cancel 
the  agreement,  and  place  him  in  the  same 

S«ition  as  he  was  before  the  bargain  was  made, 
s  (Mr.  Carleton)  cleared  the  Qovemment 
from  any  blame  in  the  transaction — they  were 
justified  in  making  a  good  bargain— but  attri- 
buted this  grievance  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
petitioner  mmself ;  and  on  that  ground  had 
asked  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FIRTH  followed  in  nearly  the  same 
strain,  admitting  that  Edmonds  was  an  illite- 
rate man,  but  at  the  same  time  a  loyal  subject. 
He  described  the  valuable  situation  of  the 
property,  and  added  that  Mr.  Edmonds  had 
been  led  to  understand  that  if  he  disposed  of 
it  the  Qovemment  would  deal  liberally  with 
him,  and  he  had  been  persuaded  to  many 
other  things.  He  had  been  induced  to  pare 
with  some  four  thousand  acres  of  a  valuable 
site  for  £400  or  £500  scrip.  While  others  had 
disposed  of  their  land  at  £1 12s.  6d.  per  acre, 
he  had  only  received  10s.  per  acre  for  his  land ; 
and  he  now  prayed  that  the  Oovemment  would 
not  take  advantage  of  the  bad  bargain  he  had 
made,  but  hand  back  his  property  to  him  if 
there  were  no  obstacles  in  the  w^y ;  and  that, 
aa  no  operations  had  been  commenced,  his 
prayer  would  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
Qovemment. 

Motion  withdrawn,  and  petition  referred  to 
Private  Qrievances  Committee. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE, 
Mr.  FOX — in  moving,  That  this  House  has 
not  confidence  in  His  Excellency's  Responsible 
Advisers — said  he  had  no  doubt  that  before  this 
debate  had  proceeded  very  far  he  should  heat 
some  honourable  member  rise  and  denounce  it 
as  a  party  motion — some  member  who,  five 
years  ago,  had  by  a  party  vote  placed  the  Minis- 
try in  power,  and  by  a  succession  of  party  votes 
since  given  had  kept  them  there.  He  hoped  that 
when  that  honourable  member  rose  he  would 
tell  the  House  when  in  the  history  of  Respon- 
sible Government  it  had  ever  been  carried  on 
vrithout  party  organization,  and  how  he  proposed 
for  the  future  to  carry  it  on  without.  Party 
was  the  sinking  of  minor  differences  in  order 
that  men  might  combine  to  carry  out  the  great 
principles  on  which  they  were  agreed.  All  go- 
vernment since  the  world  began  had  been  by 
party :  the  only  difference  was  that  under  de- 
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spotio  Governments  the  party  of  the  minority 
tttled;  tinder  representative  the  party  of  the 
majority.  In  arraigning  the  Ministry  before 
the  House  he  did  not  propose  to  enter  upon  a 
general  criticism  of  all  their  acta  for  the  past 
five  years,  but  should  confine  himself  to  such 
topics  as  would  exhibit  their  .tmfitness  to  hold 
the  reins  at  the  present  crisis.  That  crisis  was 
toe  unexampled  in  the  history  of  any  colony, 
And  he  regarded  the  present  Ministry  as  alto- 
gether unequal  to  it.  We  stood  now  in  a  posi- 
tion precisely  analogoas  to  that  in  which  we 
stood  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  before  the 
Taranaki  war  began ;  and  by  referring  to  the 
character  of  the  Government  then  we  might 
judge  what  we  had  to  expect  from  them  now. 
Let  the  House  go  back  to  the  first  step  by 
which  the  Government  involved  the  colony  in 
responsibility  for  this  war — the  fatal  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  25th  January,  18C0,  when 
they  advised  the  Governor  to  draw  the  sword. 
What  was  the  result  of  that  advice  ?  It  was 
that  the  Dake  of  Newcastle  was  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  treat  it  as  a  settlers'  war,  and  charge 
the  colony  with  its  cost.  Why  did  not  the 
Ministers  refer  His  Excellency  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  1856,  and,  while  they  tendered  him 
their  advice  and  the  support  of  the  colony,  de- 
clare in  unequivocal  terms  that  they  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  war  unless  on  the 
footing  of  an  Imperial  war?  This  was  their 
first  great  error.  Then,  on  the  same  fatal  day 
they  issued  that  celebrated  proclamation  of 
martial  law,  which  they  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  captain  of  a  marching  regiment  to  issue  at 
his  discretion;  rendering  war  certain,  and  a 
peaceful  termination  of  our  diiBculties  by  nego- 
tiation or  inquiry  absolutely  impossible.  Why 
did  not  the  Governor  himself — why  did  not  his 
Ministers  accompany  this  Proclamation  to 
Taranaki,  instead  of  imposing  on  Colunel  Mur- 
ray the  unfair  responsibility  of  deciding  when 
to  declare  war  between  the  British  Government 
and  the  Native  race  ?  And  why  was  no  warn- 
ing given  to  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand,  par- 
ticularly those  between  Taranaki  and  Welling- 
ton, where  Kingi's  relations  lived,  and  where 
Sympathy  with  him  was  certain  ?  The  inhabi- 
tants of  that  coast,  interspersed  among  Natives 
who  might  have  be/en  expected  to  join  the  war, 
had  no  knowledge  even  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  go  to  war  till  maiiy  days — he 
believed  it  was  weeks— after  the  first  blow  had 
been  struck.  To  place  so  large  a  body  of  the 
colonists — nay,  all  of  them — in  so  perilous  a 
|)08ition  was  an  act  of  recklessness,  if  not  of 
cold-blooded  heartless  cruelty,  which  if  it  stood 
alone  was  enough  to  condemn  the  Ministry. 
But  not  only  were  they  unarmed,  but  they  were 
Utterly  unprejiared.  We  were  told  now  that 
we  must  defend  ourselves  everywhere  except  at 
the  centres  of  population.  But  how  could  the 
settlers  protect  themselves  if  unarmed  and  un- 
organized? When  the  first  blow  was  struck 
the  whole  Province  of  Wellington  was  abso- 
lutely without  a  weapon  of  defence  except  the 
few  fowling-pieces  with  which  the  settlers 
might  amuse  themselves  with  shooting  pigeons 
— ^not  one  arm  for  evei7  twenty  men.  Then, 
Mr.  Fox 


.  not  only  was  this  wax  began  witbont  Mining' 
the  settlers,  but  this  Ministry  had,  with  an  in- 
fatuation almost  amounting  to  insanity,  Sbdviaed 
the  Governor  to  arm  the  Natives  to  the  teeth. 
By  repealing  Sir  George  Grey's  wise  lawi 
against  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition,  they 
had  in  thtee  years  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natives  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  poonds' 
worth  of  both,  according  to  the  Government 
returns  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House.  Bnt, 
besides  this — and  it  was  so  incredible  an  act  of 
folly  that  he  would  hesitate  to  state  it  aa  a 
fact  did  not  the  Government  return  aJso  prove 
it — a  thousand  stand  of  arms — good  pereos- 
sion  muskets — had  been  sent  out  of  the  colony, 
shipped  to  England,  after  or  at  the  very  d^ 
of  issue  of  the  proclamation  of  martieJ  law, 
and  four  hundred  stand  of  pensioners'  motets 
had  been  sold  by  the  Government  in  the  col<my, 
and  at  once  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  Natives. 
And  yet  they  were  told  that  the  men  who  had 
a«ted  in  this  way  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war — who  had  thrown  the  firebrand  into 
the  fern  without  a  word  of  warning  to  the  un- 
protected settlers — who  had  left  them  withoat 
the  means  of  defence  while  they  provided  the 
Natives  with  8jl  the  means  of  aggression — vrere 
the  men  who  were  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
safety  of  the  colony  at  the  present  far  more 
threatening  crisis.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  would  not 
follow  the  honourable  gentlemen  into  the  oon- 
duct  of  the  war.  No  doubt  the  House  wotUd 
be  told  that,  notwithstanding  their  (the  Minis- 
ters') interference  for  three  months  -^  frcHn 
the  5th  April  to  the  7th  July — with  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  restricting  his  (dera- 
tions to  a  part  only  of  the  insurgent  iorce, 
they  had  never  interfered  with  the  conduct 
of  the  war— that  it  was  in  other  hands,  and  not 
in  theirs.  But,  if  they  were  not  responsible 
for  the  disasters  of  the  war  itself,  what  should 
we  say  of  its  ignominious  conclusion— of  those 
terms  of  peace,  disgraceful  to  the  Government 
of  the  colony,  and  ceJculated  to  fill  the  Natives 
with  contempt  for  British  power  ?  At  the  mo- 
ment when  some  success  seemed  for  the  first 
time  to  be  within  their  reach,  when  the  ma- 
tured plans  of  six  months  were  about  to  be 
brought  to  a  final  issue,  when  a  blow  might 
have  been  struck  which  might  have  terminated 
the  war,  the  Ministry  rush  in  and  prevent  it  by 
offering  terms  of  peace  which  admit  that  the 
Govenmient  were  wrong  from  the  beginning, 
and  by  which  they  now  propose  that  very  in- 
vestigation the  absence  of  which  caused  the 
war,  and  which,  when  proposed  in  this  Hodsera 
year  ago,  they  scouted  on  the  ground  that  th^re 
had  been  too  much  investigation  already.  Hie 
reason  of  that  rash  conclusion  of  the  war  \mm 
evident.  It  was  the  arrival'of  the  Dnke  of  New- 
castle's despatch  recommending  the  Goveaior 
to  accommodate  his  quarrel  with  William  Kung; 
declining  to  accept  the  war  as  one  wa^ed  «Bt 
account  of  British  supremacy,  and  deaigiukt- 
ing  it  as  the  "  Governor's  quarrel  with  KuogL" 
No  doubt  the  Government  saw  it  vras  time  to 
"  accommodate  "  this  little  quarrel,  and  to  filtd 
some  broader  ground  for  their  appeal  to  anu^ 
than  this  miserable  land  squabble  aboot  ^ 
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XeiiA'a  block ;  and  so  wiUi  indecent  haste  they 
proposed  these  terms  of  peace.  Bat  look  at 
^^1^1.  How  unfair,  imposing  terms  of  the 
jpraatest  severity  on  those  who  had  least  pro- 
voked the  war,  and  comparatively  mild  terms 
VD-  the  first  aggressors  I  And  then,  were  they 
«a2ried  out  ?  The  Governor  had  publicly  told 
tfie  Ngatiruanuis  that  unless  they  accepted  the- 
^rms  at  once  he  would  hand  them  over  to 
General  Cameron.  Had  he  done  so  1  No. 
^ey  had  refused  the  terms  unequivocally; 
.^d'he  bad  brought  General  Cameron  and  his 
^loops  away,  leaving  the  Natives  to  laugh  at 
his  threats.  Then,  as  to  those  who  haid  ac- 
-^pted  the  terms,  had  they  been  required  to' 
fulfil  them  7  Had  they  restored  the  plunder? 
Had  they  brought  back  a  single  bmlock — a 
jingle  sheep  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Yes. 

Mr.  FOX.— Oh,  they  had  1— they  had  brought 
litwik  a  single  sheep,  and  this  was  the  extent 
<A  the  restoration  of  plunder  I  If  the  terms 
ot  peace  were  ignominious  in  themselves, 
Ijtie  manner  in  which  they  were  trifled 
irith  afterwards  was  worse.  What  security 
have  we  that,  if  those  gentlemen  continued 
to  be  His  Excellency's  Advisers,  we  shall  not 
have  a  repetition  of  these  events,  only  on  a 
fax  larger  scale  1  What  security  have  we  that, 
After  a  war  rashly  entered  upon,  disastrously 
conducted,  we  shall  not  see  it  terminated  by  a 
.disgraceful  peace  7  What  preparation  has 
been  made  for  the  defence  of  the  colonists  7 
The  Governor  has  told  us  that,  except  at  the 
centres  of  population — that  is,  the  towns  of 
Auckland,  Wellington,  and  Wanganui — we  must 
protect  ourselves — that  not  twenty  thousand 
men  would  enable  him  to  do  it ;  and  then,  with 
what,  if  it  came  from  any  other  quarter,  he 
ahoold  designate  as  bitter  irony — which,  if  it 
had  fallen  from  Babelais  or  Swift,  he  should 
«aU  a  master-stroke  of  wit,  His  Excellency  told 
na  tiiat  we  must  build  blockhouses  and  defend 
ih^n,  as  the  settlers  had  done  at  Taranaki. 
This  was  all  the  preparation  for  defence  His 
Szcelleucy  had  to  oSer.  For  arms  we  had  to  this 
konr  none  sufficient  for  the  emergency.  Not 
twan^-five  per  cent,  of  the  adult  men  were 
4tfined  anywhrae,  and  large  populations  were 
absolutely  without  a  weapon.  Yet  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  at  their  absolute  disposal 
£150,000  for  no  purpose  other  than  to  pro- 
vide arms  and  other  means  of  defence ;  and 
till  this  hour  they  had  not  imported  more  than 
•ome  three  thousand  stand  of  arms  to  arm 
twenty-five  thousand  men  capable  of  carrying 
Ibem  in  this  Island.  Was  not  this  the  very 
4iiplioat«  of  our  position  before  the  last  war — 
«nly  on  a  larger  scale  7  Was  it  not  a  mockery 
to  tell  ns  (o  defend  onrselves  when  we  had  no 
-«ther  weapons  than  broomsticks  7  The  very 
fist  blow  that  was  struck  the  ont-settlers  would 
have  no  xeaoarco  but  to  fiy  for  refuge  to  the 
towns.  And  what  preparation  had  been  made 
—what  could  be  made — for  their  reception  and 
Viaintenanee  7  Picture  twenty-five  thousand 
women  and  children  added  to  the  population 
M  AnefcUuid,  Wellington,  and  Wangaoui,  abso- 
kMg  Kitheot  lio— n  ■«'fnniinifiilaliiiiii,  with  in- 


sufficient food,  with  fever  and  other  diseasar 
raging,  the  husbands  and  fathers  taken  away, 
to  serve  in  the  Militia  under  martial  law,  the 
wives  and  daughters  left  to  the  meroy  of  a 
garrison  town  I  This  was  what  the  Govern- 
ment, without  preparation,  without  apparenUy- 
a  thought,  was  ready  to  plunge  us  into.  But 
if  even  we  were  ready  to  face  this,  where  wer» 
the  means  of  providing  for  it  7  The  very  first 
year  would  involve  an  outlay  of  half-a-million 
sterling  for  places  of  refuge  and  maintenance. 
Where  was  the  money  to  come  from  1  Was  it 
in  the  general  balance  7  Was  it  in  the  colonati 
chest  7  Where  was  it  to  be  got  by  a  Qovem> 
ment  already  overwhelmed  with  debt  and  in- 
volved in  waf7  Yet  it  was  precisely  that 
species  of  -expenditure  which  the  Home  Oo> 
vemment  told  na  we  must  pay  ourselves.  Then, 
when  the  war  was  over — which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  for  ten  years  if  it  onoe  begta 
— what  provision  did  they  propose  for  th» 
ruined  colonists  7  The  member  for  Auokbad 
City  West  spoke  of  the  lands  of  the  conquered- 
Natives  as  the  natural  fund  out  of  which  com- 
pensation should  be  made ;  but,  judging  t^ 
the  present  terms  of  peace,  no  such  con-' 
pensation  would  be  provided.  CompensatioB 
to  ruined  men  in  a  few  aorea  of  land  was  a 
mockery.  Land,  without  the  means  of  onlti- 
vating  or  stocking  i\,  was  a  mere  abyss  in  ' 
which- more  deeply  to  sink  the  already-ruined 
colonist.  Miserable,  then,  was  the  prospect  if 
the  present  Ministry  retained  power — no  pre- 
paration, no  warning,  no  means  of  defence,  no 
place  of  refuge,  no  compensation  for  ruin,  a 
disastrous  war,  to  be  followed  by  a  disgraceful 
peace.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  a  lata 
speech,  which  smelt  very  much  of  the  midnight 
lamp,  had  asked  the  House  whether  there  were 
any  who  thought  that  their  "  ill-success  in  tha 
war  was  a  verdict  of  nature  and  of  God  against 
folly  and  injustice  ;  any  who  thought  that  tha 
wasted  homesteads  of  Taranaki  and  her  de- 
solated hearths  were  a  righteous  retribution 
for  covotousness,  which  in  attaining  its  end  had 
covered  us  with  blood-guiltiness  ?  "  The  sug- 
gestions were  those  of  the  honourable  members 
own  mind  ;  no  one  on.  this  side  of  the  House 
had  ever  intimated  anything  of  the  sort.  For 
his  (Mr.  Fox's)  part,  he  trusted  he  knew  too 
well  the  rules  of  our  common  faith  to  point 
the  edicts  of  the  Almighty,  or  give  a  personal 
application  to  the  judgments  of  the  Great  Rnlei 
of  events ;  but,  being,  as  we  were,  a  nati<a> 
which  chants  Te  Deums  for  her  great  military 
successes,  and  proclaims  for  her  victories  days 
of  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  battles,  he  thought 
that,  after  the  disaster  which  we  had  undergone 
during  the  last  year — after  the  ill-suocess  to 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  alluded — wa 
might  well  pause  and  reconsider  ourpoeition  be- 
fore we  plunge  into  another  war,  of  magnitada 
far  greater  than  the  former.  Were  we  not  bonnd 
to  look  about  us  and  see  whether  we  cannot 
find  some  better  way  of  facing  the  present  or 
than  by  the  sword  7  Were  there  no  otheri 
of  settling  our  differences  with  the  Native  i 
than  by  war  7  His  Excellency  had  spoken  of 
negotiatiaa:  his  Ministers  had  spc^ea  «f  it; 
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-was  ha  (Mr.  Fox)  wrong  in  aaiTiiig  that  to  ne^o- 
tiation  wa  mav  look  for  a  aolation  of  our  diffi- 
onlties?    Helilced  not,  however,  the  tone  in 
which  the  honourable  member  opposite  had 
■poken  on  the  subject,  or  the  sentiments  -which 
Iw  had  put  into  Uis  Excellency's  mouth — ex- 
pieasions  which  led  him  to  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  the  honourable  member  and  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  desire  that  negotiation  of  the  right 
aort  should  be  resorted  to.    The  Colonial  Trea-- 
■nzer  assumed  that  there  were  some  who  de- 
aired  indefinite  negotiation  protracted  to  any 
imaginable    period.    No  such   intention   had 
been  expressed  in  the  House  or  out  of  it.   What 
waa  demanded  was  hon&  fide  negotiation,  of 
a  oharaoter  likely  to  attain  its  end,  and  not  a 
mare  sham  negotiation,  certain  to  fail.  We  had 
first  to  ascertain  with  whom  we  were  to  nego- 
tiate, and  failing  negotiation,  with  whom  we 
mighthave  to  fight.  Were  we  to  treat  with  those 
few  who  had  been  in  arms  against  us  on  the 
aame  footing  as  we  should  treat  with  the  fifty 
thousand  wha  had  committed  no  overt  act  of 
rebellion?     Were  we  to  treat  only  with  the 
labels,  and  not  to  treat  with  the  great  bulk  of 
tha  Natives,  who,  though  favouring  the  King 
movement,  and  likely  to  join  it  lit  war  were 
precipitated,  might  yet  be' detached  from  it, 
or,  at  least,  from  all  that  was  objectiopable  in 
it  i    Let  it  be  clearly  defined  by  negotiation, 
if  fight  we  must,  for  what  we  were  going  to  fight. 
So  not  let  us  have  to  defend  the  ground  on 
which  we  stand  by  reams  of  foolscap  and  end- 
less hair-splitting.    Let  all  be  made  plain  and 
dear,  and  the  misunderstandings  which  exist 
on  both  sides,  both  European  and  Native,  as  to 
our  present  position,  if  possible,  be  removed. 
He  believed  that  the  war  might  yet  be  avoided 
by  negotiation,  if  it  were  genuine  and  real ; 
but  not  by  such  negotiation  as  the  Qovem- 
ment   had    inaugurated,  nor    carried  on     as 
they  seem  to  be  carrying  it  on.    But  of  one 
thing  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was  certain — it  could  not 
snooeed  in  their  hands.    What  were  they  doing 
now  about  it— what  were  they  capable  of  doing  ? 
Who  were  their  negotiators,  and  where?    He 
would  not  ask  why  does  not  His  Excellency,  who 
has  retained  the  management  of  Native  ^airs 
in  his  own  hands,  undertake  the  negotiations, 
as  his  predecessors  would  have  done;  for  the 
Native  Minister  bad  told  the  House  that  His 
Bxodlency  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Na- 
tives, and  of  course  personal  negotiation  by 
him  would  be  useless.    He  would  not  suggest 
that  if  this  statement  of  the  Native  Minister 
be  correct  the  sooner  His  Excellency  notified 
the    fact  to   Her   Majesty's    Oovemment   at 
Home,  and  left  them  to  deal  with  it,  the  better. 
(The  honourable  gentleman  continued:)  But, 
Sir,  why  do  not  they  themselves  undertake  it? 
Why  dc  they  sit  in  their  offices  at  Auckland, 
and  only  communicate  with  the  Natives  by 
sealed  letters  sent  thrdugh  the  hands  of  third- 
class  clerks?     Is  it  not   because  they  know 
the  Natives  will  not  treat  with  them — that 
the  Natives  look  upon  them  with  suspicion, 
based  upon  their  past  career  ?    The  Natives  be- 
lieve them  to  be  the  authors  of  the  Taranaki 
wv,  they  know  them  to  be  the  fathers  of  the 
Ur.Fox 


Native  Offenders  Bill ;  and,  though  tha  Minis 
ters  should  wash  their  huids  in  Lethe  for* 
hundred  years,  they  would  never  wash  out  tiia- 
stains  with  which,  in  Native  eyes,  they  are  im- 
bued.   It  is  impossible  for  them  to  negotiata ; 
there  is  no  resource  for  them  but  to  fight.  Than 
they  have  repelled  from  their  councils   aad' 
their  friendship  nearly  every  one  who  nd^lit 
have  influence  with  the  Natives.    But  peiliapa 
they  propose  another  Kohimarama  oonferenoe. 
Then  it  must  be  a  very  different  one  from  tiha 
last,  which  of  all  the  farces  ever  enacted  wwr 
the  greatest  farce.    A  number  of  chiefs,  not 
representative  men,  or  elected  by  their  own 
people,  but  selected  b^  the  Native  Secretary  at 
nis  own  caprice,  presided  over  by  that  offioei, 
like  little  boys  at  school  beneath  tha  form  of 
their  master,  enacted  the  tamest  of  plays,  no^ 
like  the  free  and  outspoken  deliberations  of  a 
Maori  runanga,  nor  m  that  war-danea  style 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  so  sucoaaa- 
fully  imitated  in  this  House  a  few  days  since, 
but  with  an  air  of  depression  and  apathy  which' 
too  truly  indicated  the  true  character  of  thai 
most  impudent  sham.    Yet  a  repetition  of  this 
seemed  to  be  the  only  machinery  of  negotiatiaa 
which  the  Ministers  proposed.    He  (Mr.  Foi^ 
would  now  state  to  this  House  the  ptinciplea 
on  which  he  was  prepared  to  act  himawlf  if 
called  upon  to  advise  His  Excellency.    He  was 
not  going  to  enunciate  a  policy,  as  the  Nattva- 
Minister  challenged  him  to  do — a  conise  alto- 
gether unheard-of  on  the  part  of  an  Opposition; 
but  the  House  expected,  and  had  a  right  to 
know,  his  general  views  of  their  present  erisss. 
If  the  Ministry  wanted  to  know  more  thqr 
might  consult  some  of  those  whippers-in  whom 
they  had  in  their  train,  whose  eyes  seemed  to- 
be  at  every  key-hole,  and  whose  ears  at  owary 
partition- wall,  and  who,  if  they  could  not  di»- 
cover  by  their  means  any  fact  worth  oarryinp 
to  their  employers,  could   invent  a  "poaoo- 
at- any -price  party"  or  a  "convivial  gather- 
ing at  a  tavern."    What  he  held  as  to  uie  pie- 
sent  crisis,  then,  was  this  :  First,  that  it  oc^t 
to  be  disentangled  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
Taranaki  war,  and  the  true  grounds  of  car 
position  distinctly  defined;  secondly,  ha   ac- 
cepted as  the  basis  of   negotiation  with   all- 
who  have  been  in  arms,  or  who  openly  defy 
the  authority  of  the  Queen,  the  terms  oSerea 
by  the  Governor  to  the  Waikatos  —  namely, 
submission  to  the  Queen's  authority,  restora- 
tion of  plunder  when  in  possession  of  it,  antf 
compensation  by  those  who  have  done  injair  r 
thirdly,  that,  if  submission  were  not  voluntanly 
made,  it  must  be  enforced;  fourthly,  that  iT 
war  resulted  it  should  be  prosecuted  vigoioosly, 
and  not  be  terminated  except  by  a  lasting  an^ 
honourable  peace.    He  would  Uot  taJJc  British 
Lion,  because  he  believed  that  those  who  did* 
so  seldom  have  anything  of  tha  lion  aboafe- 
them  but  the  skin,  and  that  when  that  ia 
stripped  off  there  is  found  beneath  an  njiimar 
of  a  very  different  sort.    But  he  firmly  believed 
in  a  vigorous  war,  if  war  we  were  to  have  at  all. 
Fifth,  he  held  that  such  war,  not  originating 
as  the  last  did,  in  a  land  squabble,  but  for  thar 
maintenance  oi  British  supremaoy,  would  be  ai» 
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Imperial  aod  not  a  lettlen'  war;  and  that  the 
local  forces  ought  to  be  naed  for  pnrpoaes  of  pro- 
tection not  of  aggression.    Sixth,  that  before  a 
Uow  ma  stmck  the  population  of  the  provinoea 
ought  to  b«  placed  in  a  position  to  protect 
thenuelves  as  well  aa  to  provide  refuge  for  their 
familifn.    Seventh,  that  before  we  go  to  war 
real   negotiations,   carried   on  by  parties  in 
whom  thd  Natives  had  confidence,  should  be 
undertaken  by  His  ExcellencT's  Oovemment 
to  induce  the  Natives  to  submit  to  the  autho- 
nty  of  the  Crown.    Eighth,  that  such  negotia- 
&ms  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the  insurgents, 
bat  extended  to  all  the  Natives-;  and,  while 
submission  was  demanded  on  the  one  hand,  we 
ought  to  offer  with  the  other  large  powers  of 
self-government  in  all  their  own  anaiis.    As 
regarded  the  terms  of  peace  offered  to  the  Wai- 
ki&ce,  while  he  was  prepared  to  adopt  them  as 
a  basis  of  negotiation  with  actual  msurgents, 
he  by  no  meana  adopted  them  in  their  entirety. 
From  many  parts  of  the  initiatory  portion  he 
entirely  diioentad.    He  did  not  concur  in  His 
Excellency's  view  of  the  King  movement  as 
there  stated ;  but  believed  that  the  opposite 
view,  which  h&d  been  taken  by  the  Waikato 
Committee,  waa  the  true  one.    Neither  could 
he  concur  in  the  statement  which  the  Minis- 
ters had  put  into  His  Ezoelleney's  mouth,  that 
he  was  commanded  by  the  Queen  to  suppress 
unlawful  combinations;  for  the  despatcn  to 
which  His  Excellency  refened  would  bear  no 
sneh  construction — at  least,  when  applied  to  the 
King  movement — and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
wonld  probably  be  much  astonished  when  mitde 
acquainted  with  this  perversion  of  his  instruc- 
tions.    [The  .honourable  member   then   pro- 
ceeded briefly  to  glance  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Ministry  in  other  matters — their  determination 
to  destroy  the  provincial  element  of  our  Con- 
stitution, not  by  open  and  candid  means,  but 
by  underhand  methods,  by  involving  them  in 
pecuniary  difficulties,  by  withholding  the  Go- 
venmient  balances,  by  fostering   their   local 
differences,  by  enhancing  their  deadlocks,  by 
dismemberment,  and  in  other  ways.    He  then 
analyzed  their  character  as  statesmen,  showing 
how,  though  they  were  able  writers  of  memo- 
randa and  despatches,  and  Acts  of  Assembly, 
they  were  not  men  of  action,  were  utterly  in- 
capable in  the  realities  of  life,  and  invariably 
fakued  to  carry  out  their  paper  policy.    He  also 
denounced  their  want  of  straightforwardness, 
instancing  a  few  of  their  tricky  manoeuvres, 
saoh  as  the  disfranchisement  of  Wellington  in 
1858,  then  marshalling  the  elections  of  1861  so 
aa  to  take  Wellington  by  surprise,  to  enable 
the  Attomey-Oenend  to  play  political  agitator 
at  Auckland,  and  afford  the  Native  Minister  a 
refuge  in  the  South,  where  he  was  elected  by 
his  own  shepherds — or  his  own  sheep ;  for  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  waa  not  very  sure  which  he  repre- 
sented.]    In  conclusion,  the  crisis  was  one  full 
of  gloom  and  darkness,  the  direct  result  of  the 
misgovemment  of  the  present   Ministry;   but 
the  darkest  time  of  the  night  was  that  which 
preceded  the  dawn,  and  if  there  was  yet  a  ray 
of  hope  for  New  Zealand  it  was  to  be  fomid  in 
the  removal  of  that  Ministry  from  office. 


Hr.  WOOD  leeondad  the  motioii. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— Sir,  in  rising  to  reply  to. 
the  speech  with  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei  has  introduced  his  motion,  1 
must  ask  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houae  in 
consideration  of  the  peculiar  position  in  which, 
the  Government  is  necessarily  placed  by  tk 
motion  which,  while  it  indicated  no  apeoifio 
point  of  attack,  yet  left  to  its  mover  the  powac 
of  referring  to  any  question  connected  eithee 
with  our  administration  of  the  government,  or 
with  the  legislation  we  have  proposed,  or  tha 
financial  policy  on  which  we  have  acted,  durinft 
the  five  years  for  which  we  have  held  office.  I 
think,  Sur,  that  this  apjieal  for  consideration  ia 
not  altogether  useless  on  the  present  occasion ; 
for  I  believe  that  it  so  happens.that  there  ar» 
yet  some  honourable  members  who  have  coma 
to  no  conclusive  decision  aa  to  the  aide  on 
which  they  will  record  their  votes  on  this  ques- 
tion.' That  is  an  unusual  position  with  respect 
to  a  question  of  this  character — all  the  mora- 
unusual,  too,  when  it  is  considered  that  from 
the  first  day  of  his  attending  in  the  present 
session  the  honourable  member  who  has  juat 
addressed  the  House  had  ^iven  notice  to  it  and 
to  the  country  that  he  intended  to  propoaa 
some  such  motion  for  its  consideration.  What* 
Sii^,  are  we  to  infer  from  this  position  of  affairs  1 
This,  at  least :  that — however  some  honourabla 
membeis.may  dislike  the  present  Qovemment 
—  however  during  a  five-years  administration 
we  have,  as  inevitably  all  Ministers  must» 
made  in  one  part  of  the  country  or  another  an 
enemy  on  this  subject  and  an  enemy  on  that 
subject,  each  differing  as  to  the  cause  and 
character  of  his  enmity,  but  when  rolled  up 
and  grouped  together  representing  an  aggrega- 
tion of  dislike  and  possible  hatred  to  us — tha 
fact  that  honourable  members  are  now  debating 
on  which  side  they  will  divide  is  a  proof  that, 
though  our  acts,  known  to  the  country,  hava 
been  attacked,  the  past  acta  of  the  honourabla 
member  for  Bangitikei  and  his  intentions  foe 
the  future — albeit  hitherto  cloaked  so  care- 
fully — are  still  a  subject  of  distrust  and  sua- 
picion  to  many,  both  in  this  House  and  out  of 
it.  Knowing  so  well  as  we  do  that  honourabU 
member,  and  the  motives  and  causes  which 
have  led  to  this  motion,  I  must  say  I  have  been 
agreeably  surprised  at  the  style  in  which  he 
has  to-mgbt  preferred  it.  I  did  expect  much 
more  vociferation — a '  much  greater  amount  of 
unproved  assertion  and  of  unfounded  imputa- 
tion. Above  all — and  with  respect  to  thia  I  feel 
the  greatest  satisfaction — I  expected  he  would 
have  maintained  that  studied  reticence  with 
regard  to  the  momentous  crisis  in  which  th« 
colony  is  placed  which  has  hitherto  shrouded 
his  opinions  during  the  session.  But  I  cannot 
congratulate  the  honourable  member  on  his 
present  position,  because  I  can  well  oonceiva 
the  tremoUng  anxiety  of  mind  with  which  ha 
has  at  lost  removed  the  mask  under  which  ha 
has  hitherto  acted.  I  can  well  conceive  how 
agitated  he  has  been  by  the  knowledge  that  a 
certain  course  of  action,  necessary  to  sacuia 
the  support  of  some  whose  support  he  desired, 
would  t>ring  him  into  conflict  with  others  with 
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whom  he  sytHpathized,  and  -whosb  siipport  he 
did  not  yiiBa  to  lose,  but  that,  at  last,  nemnBt 
Choose  between  the  one  or  the  other,  the  right 
«r  the  left.  But,  Sir,  if  I  cannot  congratulate 
ttie  honourable  member  on  his  feelings  at  being 
At  lost  forced  to  make  the  selection  to  Trhich  I 
'  have  referred,  I  will  congratulate  the  country. 
We  noTT  know  the  opinions  of  the  honourable 
toember  with  respect  to  the  Native  question  in 
■0  far  as  he  has  adverted  to  it.  As  I  listened 
to  him,  I  thought  to  myself.  Why,  it  is  in  the 
character  of  a  war  Minister  that  the  honour- 
Able  member  invites  the  confidence  of  this 
House,  and  not  in  the  character  of  a  man  of 
peace.  Not  of  him  who  thinks  that  a  war, 
which  last  year  he  designated  unjust  and  nn- 
Itoly,  is  still  of  that  character,  bnt  of  one  who 
'Censures  ns  becanse  we  were  too  lenient  in  the 
terms  we  offered  to  the  misguided  Natives  who 
were  involved  in  that  war.  I  especially  allude 
to  the  Ngatiawa  Natives,  believing  that  they 
were  thoroughly  misguided  in  their  judgment, 
4md  mistaught  by  those  on  Whom  they  leant  for 
-counsel.  I  pity  and  admire  the  acts  of  many 
«{  these  men ;  and  I  will  presently  point  out 
why  there  was  a  difference  between  the  terms 
Offered  to  the  Ngatiawa,  and  those  offered  to 
the  murdering  Ngatiraanuis  and  Taranakis, 
er  those  offered  to  the  Waikatos,  who  subse- 
quently joined  in  the  war.  I  con  only,  Sir, 
congratulate  the  Ministry  that  not  only  has 
no  charge  worthy  of  the  name  been  sub- 
stantiated by  the  honourable  gentleman  op- 
rsite,  but  that,  with  one  exception,  which 
will  refer  to  by  -  and  -  by,  no  charge  has 
«ven  been  preferred.  Hmc  ilia  lachrymee.  That 
charge  came  out  at  the  end  of  bis  speech. 
That  is  the  cause  of  the  hatred  felt  by  the 
honourable  member  and  his  immediate  sup- 
'porters.  On  that  point,  however,  I  will  join 
issue  with  him,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  go 
to  the  country  on  the  question.  Before  I  pro- 
-eeed  to  advert  more  particularly  to  the  subject 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  will  again  congratu- 
late the  country  on  seeing  at  last  the  leading 
member  of  the  Opposition  accepting  the  terms 
Itdvised  by  the  present  Qovemmeut  with  re- 

Steot  to  the  largest  branch  of  the  disaflected 
atives.  It  is  now  a  question  of  minor  im- 
vortanee  what  may  be  the  fate  of  the  present 
Ministry.  It  will  be,  as  it  has  long  been,  a 
Iwppy  time  when  we  cease  to  bold  office ;  and 
if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  war,  we  should  long 
-nnce  have  ceased  to  do  so  :  but  had  we  done  so 
upon  any  less  conclusive  occasion  than  an  ad- 
Verse  vote  on  such  a  motion  as  that  now  before 
the  House,  I  think  I  can  conceive  the  epitaph 
which  mi^t  properly  have  been  raised  over  us 
■<--*•  Here  lie  the  remains  of  those  who  found 
ttie  countiy  at  peace,  and  left  it  at  war — those 
irho,  afraid  at  the  eommotion  they  had  raised, 
•nd  panic-struck  at  the  dangers  which  ap- 
peared imminent,  hurriedly  retreated  from  the 
teats  they  desired  to  occupy  only  so  long  as 
4hey  could  occupy  them  without  anxiety  and 
during  peace."  Whatever  may  be  the  decision 
with  reference  to  the  present  motion,  we  have 
mam,  by  meuis,  first,  of  the  Address  ia  teply  to 
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the  Governor's  Speech ;  secondly,  of  the 
lutions  moved  by  my  honourable  colleegne, 
still  more  clinched  by  the  address  adopted  by 
the  House  this  night,  placed  the  colony  in  its 
legitimate  position  of  knovnng  that,  whoevec 
may  advise  His  Excellency  in  administering 
the  Qovemment  with  respect  to  the  Natna 
question,  the  Natives  can  be  no  longer  deluded 
by  assertions  that  half  the  Queen's  runanga 
were  in  favour  of  the  Maori  King.  That  is  a 
memorable  remark,  which  within  the  last  four 
weeks  was  made  by  one  of  the  principal  cbiefi 
in  New  Zealand  to  one  of  the  Ministers.  It 
was  this :  "  How  can  you  expect  those  Natives 
in  the  Waikato  not  to  persevere  in  this  ELing 
movement  when  one-half  of  your  own  runanga 
is  in  favour  of  backing  them  up  in  it  ?  "  I  do 
not  see  why  I  should  conceal  the  name  of  that 
chief ;  and  there  are  those  around  me  who  will 
recognize  his  position  and  influence.  It  was 
the  well-known  chief  William  Naylor.  In 
commenting  on  the  conduct  of  Ministers  with 
reference  to  their  position  as  to  the  miUtaiy 
operations  of  the  late  war,  the  honourablo 
member  has — feebly  for  him,  he  must  allow  m» 
to  say — reproduced  a  most  unsavoury  and  un- 
attractive hash  of  articles  which  occupied  in 
their  fresh  state  the  attention  of  the  House  last 
session.  He  has  attempted  agun  to  make  it  a 
charge  against  ns  that  for  five  or  six  weeks  w« 
concurred  with  His  Excellency  in  staying  the 
progress  of  the  war,  and  in  preventing  other 
tribes  from  being  involved  in  it,  by  restraining 
the  commanding  officer  from  crossing  the  Wai- 
tara.  The  request  that  it  might  be  so  was  mads 
by  Waikato  chiefs.  They  said,  "  Do  not  let  tho 
Waitara  be  crossed  while  those  Waikatos  who 
have  gone  to  visit  tho  Ngatiawas  are  still  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Taranaki."  And  is  that 
to  be  made  a  charge  against  the  Government ; 
and  can  we  at  the  same  time  be  charged  vritb 
cold-blooded  heartlessness  and  selfish  disregard 
of  the  interests  of  the  cbuntiy  because  we  com- 
plied with  the  request  of  those  Waikatos,  and 
did  not  carry  the  war  in  a  direction  to  provoka 
Waikato  ?  If  the  same  circumstances  were  to 
occur  again — vrith  a  knowledge  of  what  would 
follow,  derived  from  what  has  occurred  —  I 
would  tender  the  same  advice  to  His  Excel- 
lency again.  Then  the  honourable  membet 
has  made  it  a  matter  of  accusation  against  tho 
Government  that  we  have  allowed  the  expres- 
sion to  be  used  by  Ministers  and  politicians  in 
England  that  this  was  a  settlers'  War  .That 
was  most  dangerous  gromid  for  the  honourable 
member  to  approach,  and  I  saw  that  he  falt««d 
as  he  approached  it.  I  saw  that  he  was  awon 
of  what  was  behind,  and  that  he  knew  what 
would  be  the  inevitable  answer.  I  hnrl  at  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  those  who  act  witt 
him  the  fact  that  this  has  ever  been  called  k 
settlers'  wai.  Those  who  in  their  place  in  Otb 
House  accused  the  settlers  of  Taranaki  ot 
bringing  on  this  war  from  greed  of  land,  and 
followed  up  that  accusation  by  stating  that  the 
Governor  had  succumbed  to  a  pressure  brou^t 
upon  him  to  get  land  for  the  extension  of  tha 
■Taranaki  settlement,  ware  the  sole  originatcos 
oftbephnse,  "Ztisasattleta'war."   OnwfaKk 
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onrMinn  did  tbe  Dnke  of  NewoMtla  hm  thftt 
tanra  fiist  ?  Why,  in  expressing  his  Mtonish- 
ment  that  I  should  not  have  called  it  a  settlers' 
mr,  in  referring  to  my  statement  that  it  was 
an  Imperial  var,  vrhieh  ho  thoaght  had  inad- 
vertently dropped  from  me  as  Oolonial  Seore- 
tazy.  Bat  that  was  no  inadvertent  statement. 
It  was  in  entire  agreement  and  accordance  with 
•rary  statement  that  my  honoorable  colleagues 
or  myself  have  ever,  in  speaking  or  writing, 
naed  to  eharacteriae  this  war.  What  was  one 
ol  the  first  acts  of  Ministers  to  place  the  matter 
in  its  true  position  but  the  writing  by  my 
honourable  colleague,  at  New  Plymou&,  before 
a  shot  was  fired,  a  memorandum  to  the  effect 
tiiat  this  was  peculiarly  an  Imperial  war  ?  If 
bmoorable  members  will  turn  to  papers  laid  on 
the  table  last  session  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
I  of  the  Militia,  they  will  find  one  of  the 
a  document,  dated  the  8rd  March,  1860, 
written  by  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  to  the  effect 
that  this  was  peculiarly  an  Imperial  war.  In 
ao  far  as  declarations  in  this  House  and  out  of 
it  have  been  made  by  the  present  Ministry, 
they  have  always  been  to  the  effect  that  we 
eoald  not  recognize  as  anything  but  an  Im- 
perial vtrar  a  war  begun  and  oonduoted  by  Im- 
perial officers,  for  Imperial  interests,  but  one 
also  in  which  the  settlers  and  the  colony  have 
the  largest  and  most  intimate  concern.  That 
is  the  true  footing  on  which  it  was  placed 
bjr  the  honoorable  member  for  Auckland  Oity 
West  (Mr.  Firth) — that,  while  we  call  this  an 
Imperial  war,  we  recognize  that  it  intimately 
affects  the  inhabitants  of  this  Island,  and  will 
not  shrink  from  the  consequences  of  that  rela- 
tion to  it.  It  is  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  himself,  carried  away  by  the  feeling 
of  factious  opposition  to  the  Ministry,  who  has 
caised  the  cry,  "  It  is  a  settlers'  war"  in  Eng- 
land; which  otherwise  I  doubt  if  we  should 
have  heard.  Well,  I  will  conceive  that  it  is  just 
possible  that  in  one  quarter  not  many  miles 
Irom  Wellington — ^not  a  hundred  miles  from 
Otaki — the  expression  might  have  been  first 
enonciated  and  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  people  in  Bngland.  Then  the  honourable 
member  refers  to  that  proclamation  of  mar- 
tial law  of  which  so  much  was  attempted  to  be 
made  last  session — that  which  we  .nave  beep 
told  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  rising  in 
«nna  at  Taranaki  against  Her  Majesty's  forces, 
and  yet  which  has  not  been  to  this  day,  in  one 
single  instance,  adduced  by  Natives  at  Tara- 
naki as  an  excuse  for  rebellion.  It  was  stated 
by  me  last  session — and  I  cheered  the  honour- 
able member  when  he  said  so  to-night — that  we 
knew  that  that  Proclamation  would  have  but 
little  effect  on  the  Native  mind,  but  thoaght  it 
necessary  as  a  first  step  to  compel  those  pro- 
visions (icing  made  for  the  safety  of  the  Euro- 
peans that  might  be  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
approaching  crisis — to  compel  people  to  go  into 
town  whether  they  desired  it  or  not.  And  the 
necessity  of  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  WM 
issned  soon  became  apparent.  The  first  action 
that  took  place  between  the  Natives  and  the 
troops  and  settlers  oooorred  in  the  attempt  to 
IwiDg  people  into  town-r-tiiat  action  at  Waiieka, 


lo  gallantly  tont(ht  by  those  whom  I  am  lony 
to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikdi 
again  charging  to-night  as  being  unable  to  help 
themselves.  In  that  first  action  a  hitherto- 
untried  force,  having  had  arms  in  their  hands 
only  a  few  days,  and  some  of  them  but  for  a 
few  hours,  stood  gallantly  from  the  time  they 
first  encountered  the  enemy  until  far  on  in  tha 
night — stood'  unsupported  —  nay,  worse,  left 
alone,  by  those  with  whom  they  had  gone  inta 
action.  I  do  not  wish  now  to  reflect  on  thosa 
who  left  them  alone,  but  will  leave  it  to  history 
to  determine  whether  it  was  CSolonel  Gold  or 
C!olonel  Murray  who  made  the  mistake — for  a 
grave  mistake  it  was.  Nothing  but  the  aoi. 
knowledged  gallantry  of  those  Taranaki  Volun- 
teers, whom  the  honourable  member  sneers  at 
so,  could  have  redeemed  that  day  from  being  a 
day  of  utter  loss  and  ruin.  And  I  say  now,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  Auckland  andienoe,  that 
if,  as  I  believe  will  be  the  case,  the  people  of 
this  and  other  provinces  act  on  similar  occa- 
sions as  well  as  did  those  of  Taranaki  at  Wai- 
reka,  we  have  but  little  to  fear  for  the  result  of 
any  war.  Then  we  shall  not  see  twenty  thou- 
sand souls  driven  into  the  towns  of  Auckland 
and  Wellington  for  refuge.  No  warning  waa 
given  to  settlers  on  the  West  Coast,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  —  no  blockhouses  were 
erected  for  theit  protection,  and  no  arms  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  scattered  settlers  in  an 
extended  district,  which  on  anotiier  occasion 
he  says  is  fifty  miles  square. 

Mr.  FOX.— It  was  the  Wanganni  and  Ba- 
ngitikei Districts  which  I  referred  to  aa  being 
fifty  miles  square. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able member  in  his  remarks  with  the  depnta- 
tion  to  His  Excellency  to  refer  to  the  Wangantd 
and  Btmgitikei  Districts.  Well,  no  warning 
was  given.  And,  as  I  asked  last  session,  I  now 
ask,  what  kind  of  warning  could  have  been 
given?  On  the  possible  eve  of  vacating  our 
seats  at  this  table  I  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  state  what  warning  he  proposes  to  give 
should  a  similar  occasion  arise.  He  may  then 
determine  what  warning  is  to  be  given  through- 
out the  country  if  military  operations  are  to 
have  the  least  chance  of  success.  What  would 
have  been  the  certain  results  had  such  a  warn- 
ing been  attempted  7  If  the  Qovemor  had,  at 
a  time  when  he  could  not  possibly  have  fore- 
seen the  attitude  which  William  King,  leaning 
on  false  supports,  would  then  assume,  pre- 
viously written  to  all  parts  of  the  colony  and 
said,  "  I  am  about  to  go  to  war,"  he  would 
have  made  war  certain,  which  to  the  last  mo- 
ment was  a  matter  of  doubt.  I  believe  that 
that  war  would  have  been  to  this  time  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  I  believe  that  any  war 'at  this 
moment  would  have  been  ^equally  a  matte* 
of  doubt,  hod  there  not  been  unfortunately  in 
this  country  people  who,  from  one  motive  or 
another,  most  assiduously  have  instilled  into 
the  Native  mind  that  the  Queen's  Governor 
and  the  Queen's  Government  were  two  dif- 
ferent things ;  that  they  could  rebel  against 
the  Queen's  Governor  and  yet  receive  supi 
port  fnnn   the  Queen  herself.    I   ask  these 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<110 


Want  of 


[HODSE.] 


Canfidenee. 


[ JuXiT  3 


men  —  for  I  know  that  Bneh  exist  —  I  ask 
those  oonsoientioua  men  unongst  them — for 
.1  eqnally  know  that  there  are  conscientious 
men  amongst  them  —  what  is  the  feeling  of 
iheir  mind  now  7  To  wuat  position  have  they 
.bronght  their  Native  friends?  At  what  a 
-state  of  rebellion  have  they  caosed  them  to 
•arrive,  and  what  will  be  the  certain  issue  of 
it?  Have  they  by  saoh  advice  condnced  to 
ihe  civilization  of  the  Natives  or  to  their 
•afetiy?  Have  they  enooaraf;ed  relations  be- 
tween the  settlers  and  the  Natives  of  such  a 
«haracter  as  alone  can  be  maintained  if  both 
xaces  are  to  live  together  in  peace  and  pro- 
sperity in  this  country  7  I  say — and  I  say  it 
with  the  deepest  regret — that  above  all  the 
causes — which  are  many — and  all  the  calami- 
ties which  have  beset  the  Native  race,  and  are 
thinning  and  desolating  them,  no  one  cause 
.Jiaa  been  so  destructive  as  the  pernicious  ad- 
vice of  those  who  said  to  them,  "  Oo  on  and 
scosper  in  a  rebellious  spirit,  for  the  Queen  at° 
Home  will  protect  you  against  her  Governor 
,'in  this  coontty."  And  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? Have  the  Queen  and  her  Ministers  at 
Home  denounced  the  Qovernor  of  this  colony, 
.and  informed  the  Natives  that  they  were 
right?     Have   they   not,    on    the    contrary, 

Jilaoed  His  Excellency  in  the  proper  position 
or  a  Oovemor  of  the  Grown  on  such  an  occa- 
sion— left  him  totally  unrestrained  as  to  the 
4S0Uise  of  action  he  may  think  fit  to  adopt, 
and  responded  to  His  Excellency's  requests 
and  to  the  requests  of  his  Advisers  to  send  out 
to  this  colony  such  a  force  of  Her  Majesty's 
troops  as  would  show  that  the  British  Oo- 
vemment  is  in  earnest  in  declaring  that  Her 
Majesty  shall  reign  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other  7  On  the  shoulders  of  those  blind 
guides  of  trusting  Natives  I  lay  the  greater 
portion  of  the  blood  and  treasure  hitherto 
wasted,  and  the  whole  of  that  which  may  here- 
after be  expended.  To  return  to  those  block- 
houses not  built  at  Rangitikei  and  other 
plsuses,  I  ask  the  honourable  member  if  it  is 
his  intention  immediately,  should  he  succeed 
to  our  seats,  to  commence  building  block- 
houses in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  call 
out  the  Militia  and  inhabitants  of  Wairarapa. 
Because,  if  he  does  so,  he  will  go  diametrically 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  expressed  by  his 
friend  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington.  We 
have  had  memorials  from  Wairarapa  to  have 
blockhouses  constructed  there,  and  we  have 
been  urged  by  the  Superintendent  of  Welling- 
ton to  do  no  such  thing;  and  I  believe— for  I 
will  not  allow  party  feeling  to  prevent  my  ex- 
pressing my  opinion  when  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  —  that  the  honourable 
membelr  for  Wellington  gave  right  and  judi- 
cious advice  when  he  advised  that  no  Eums 
should  be  sent  or  blockhouses  constructed 
there.  But  do  not  let  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  accuse  us  for  holding  this  opin- 
ion, unless  at  the  same  time  he  turns  round 
and  says  he  thoroughly  disagrees  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington.  Then 
we  again  have  the  twice-told  tale  of  our  not 
only  not  having  armed  the  settlers,  bat  having 
Mr.  Stafford 


positively  disarmed  them,  and  having  armed 
the  Natives ;  and  the  honourable  member, 
knowing  how  ntteriy  baseless  the  statement 
is,  says,  "  No  doubt  we  have  on  some  occa- 
sion heard  some  feeble  answer  to  the  effect  that 
arms  were  sent  away  without  the  orders  or 
knowledge. of  the  Colonial  Qovemment;"  and, 
turning  round  with  well-feigned  indignation, 
he  asks,  "Is  that  a  proper  Oovemment  who 
could  allow  arms  to  pass  nam  the  colony  'with- 
out their  knowing  it  7  "  Well,  if  the  honoar- 
able  member  possessess  that  power  of  amni- 
science  which  he  must  possess  to  know  that 
on  a  certain  day,  without  notice  given,  axms 
will  be  sent  by  persons  outside  of  the  Qo- 
vemment of  the  colony  into  a  ship,  and  be 
conveyed  away — if  he  is  able  to  divine  such  a 
thing  as  that,  then  we  are  certainly  not  right 
in  keeping  him  from  occupying  these  seats — 
we  are  improperly  preventing  so  much  omiu- 
Bcient  sagaoi^  from  assisting  in  the  govem- 
ment  of  the  colony.  What  will  he  say  when 
he  leams  that  the  larger  proportion  wera  sent 
away  from  a  port  where  we  did  not  reside,  and 
that,  instead  of  being  "  good  percussion  mus- 
kets," five  years  ago  Major  Lloyd  refused  to 
accept  a  large  proportion  of  them  for  the  Taza- 
naki  Militia  as  being  worthless  and  unservice- 
able, and  not  fit  to  put  into  a  brave  mam's 
hands?  So  much  for  the  good  muskets  that 
were  sent  away,  even  if  we  had  known  that 
they  were  ^oing  at  all.  They  were  sent  by  the 
sole  direction  of  Colonel  Gold,  without  any 
intimation  to  the  Colonial  Qovemment  that  he 
meant  to  send  any  away.  Then,  again,  aa  to 
arming  the  Natives,  the  honourable  member 
assumes  that  the  Natives  were  disarmed,  and 
without  the  means  of  obtaining  arms,  if  we 
had  not  relaxed  the  terms  of  Sir  George  Grey's 
Proclamation.  On  the  contrary ,  the  Natives 
were  being  supplied  with  arms  in  the  most 
dangerous  manner.  I  admit  that  the  relaxa- 
tion was  a  debatable  question,  but  I  deny  that 
it  can  be  conclusively  proved  to  have  been  a 
wrong  step.  At  the  time  it  was  relaxed  the 
Natives  were  being  supplied  with  arms  in  the 
most  dangerous  manner,  which  we  had  no 
possible  power  of  preventing.  They  were  being 
smuggled  in  large  numbers  on  different  pcurts 
of  the  coast,  and  by  ships  not  of  our  own 
country,  but  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag  ;  which 
rendered  it  possible  that  not  only  a  Native,  bat 
a  foreign,  war  might  grow  cat  of  the  transac- 
tion. Have  we  not  seen  proofs  of  it  7  Can  it 
be  proved  that  the  rifles  vnth  which  the  Natives 
are  so  largely  armed  were  legally  bou^t? 
Where  will  the  honourable  member  find  the 
record  of  a  single  license  issued  authorising  the 
purohase  of  a  rifle  or  of  a  revolver?  Yet  it 
would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  show  that  large 
numbers  of  rifles  have  been  used  with  deadly 
effect  by  them,  and  which  could  only  have  been 
smuggled  into  their  hands.  One  section  of  the 
Natives,  indeed,  did  take  great  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  purohase  arms  offered  by  the 
relaxation.  I  allude  more  especially  to  a  tribe 
who  have  always  been  peacefully  disposed ; 
and  we  may  yet  have  reason  to  feel  happy  that 
they  continue  to  be  so.     Some  <d  thiat  tribe 
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4id  object,  tlut  while  disaffected  Natives  were, 
'in  one  way  or  another,  obtaining  arms  and 
mmmnnitinn,    they    alone,    who    would    not 
■muggle,  were  nnarmed  and  anable  to  protect 
themselves.    I  again  say  that  I  think  the  ques- 
tion of  the  rehuation  ol    that  Proclamation 
jtX  the  time  was  open  to  argtunent— I  will  not 
a»T  it  was  absolutely  beyond  dispute,  that  it 
might  not  have  been  better  to  have  left  things 
-aa  they  were,  and  to  run  all  risks  and  take  the 
consequences  arising  therefrom — but  I  utterly 
xefose  to  admit  that  there  cannot   be    any 
«zgiunent  on  the  other  side.    We  have  heard 
the  most  staunch  supporters  of  the  honourable 
membcoc  himMlf  rismg  in  their  place  in  this 
Hoose  on  previous  occasions,  and  stating  in 
*  manly  way  that  they  approved  of  the  act, 
.and  had  becm  among  the  first  to  advise  it.    I 
■«apeciaUy  allude  to  an  honourable  member 
whom,  tnongh   he  generally  divided  against 
tta,  I  t^ret  not  to  see  now  in  this  House — 
ICr.  Daldy.    Before  I  dismiss  this  question,  to 
irhieh  it  would  have  been  superfluous  to  refer 
Imt  for  the  reiterated  assertions  of  the  honour- 
abla  member  for  Rangitikei  in  connection  with 
it,  not  only  in  this  House,  but  wherever  what 
ialls  from  his  tongue  and  pen  can  be  heard  or 
nad,   I  will  mention  that  it  was  referred  to 
a  0<Hnmittee  of  this  House,  moved  for,  I  think, 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Oity 
West  (Mr.  Williamson),  not  under  the  influence 
-of  excitement,  but  with  calm  deliberation ;  and 
they,  having  taken  evidence  upon  it,  came  to 
the  oraiclusion  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
zecommend  that  Sir  George  Grey's  Proclama- 
tion should  be  again  put  ia  force. 

Hr.  FOX.— Should  be  further  relaxed,  I 
ttunk  it  was. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— It  was  Colonel  Hani- 
tain  who  moved  for  that  Committee.  I  was 
upon  it,  but  was  not  present  when  the  report 
was  prepared. 

Mr.  8TAFF0BD.— I  said  "  I  think,"  for  I  was 
not  quite  sure,  though  I  knew  the  honourable 
meinber  was  a  member  of  that  Committee. 
The  report  of  that  Committee  was  adopted  by 
the  House.  I  will  do  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  the  justice  to  say  that, 
notwithstanding  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  adopted,  he  has  alway.g,  I  believe, 
adhered  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  unwise  to 
zelax  Governor  Grey's  Proclamation.  Then 
we  come  to  a  very  grave  charge,  which  shows 
bow  very  little  the  honourable  member  knows 
.  of  the  position  of  those  Ministers  whom  he 
now  wi^es  to  supplant.  We  are  accused  of  in- 
terfering with  zouitary  operations  to  the  ex- 
tent of  preventing  General  Pratt  from  reaping 
the  advantages  of  his  celebrated  "  sap."  Here 
again  I  say  that,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, we  would  have  concurred  in  the 
coarse  taken  by  His  Excellency.  The  Wai- 
katos  themselves  withdrew  from  the  "sap," 
which  wEU  thus  powerless  against  them.  See- 
ing, then,  from  different  indications,  that  the 
Wsikatos  engaged  in  the  war  were  beginning  to 
get  tired  of  it — from  assurances  to  tbat  effect 
made  to  His  Excellency  by  Natives  from  Wai- 
kato,  apeoially  visiting  His  Excellency  for  that 


purpose,  and  from  letters  written  by  William 
Thompson  to  General  Pratt,  which  he  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  the  Governor ;  and  from 
their  leaving  the  seat  of  war — then  we,  wishing 
that  there  should  be  no  more  blood-shed  u 
possible,  either  Native  or  European,  did  advise 
the  Governor,  or  concurred  in  his  suggestion 
— for  I  cannot  at  this  moment  recollect  with 
whom  the  idea  originated,  but  we  unanimously 
concurred— that  no 'time  should  be  lost  before 
His  Excellency  proceeded  to  Tanuiaki  with  a 
view  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  Ngatiawa  and 
others.    And  during  the  whole  of  that  time  we 
never  did  forget  to  recognize  that  there  was 
a  strong  prolnbility  that  some  mistaken  chi- 
valrous idea,  some  belief  that  they  were  fight- 
ing for  a  substantial  right,  did  justify    the 
Ngatiawa  in  the  course  they  pursued.     Hence 
that  difference  in  the  terms  which  we  advised 
His  Excellency  to  offer.     We  looked  on  them 
as  being  as  much  sizmed  against  iA  siiming- 
grievously  sinned  against — but  not  by  the  do- 
vemor — when  tbey  were  advised  to  assume  the 
contumacious  attitude  which  they  did  towards 
His  Excellency.    Believing  such  to  be  the  case, 
we  did  concur  that  His  Excellency  should  ofiat 
to  the  Ngatiawa  terms  which  the  honourable 
member  says  were  ignominious  and  disgraceful 
to  the  British  name,  but  which  I  am  prepared 
to  defend  and  to  stoind  up  for  in  any  place  in 
the  world.     We  felt  it  to  be  a  duty — heartlese 
and  reckless  as  we  have  been  termed — that 
with  respect  to  the  Ngatiawa  especially  justice 
should  be  tempered  by  mercy ;   that  Uiat  was 
the  rigbt  course  for  the  Governor  of  a  great 
nation ;  that  it  was  rigbt  not  to  close  the  one 
loophole  left  for  those  men  to  creep  out  of. 
The  difference  of  terms  offered  had  a  direct 
and  immediate  relation  to  the  difference  of 
crimes  and  position.    I  never  will  accord  to 
the   Neatiruanuis   and  Taranakis  that   they 
should  he  placed  in  the  same  category  with  the 
Ngatiawa,  nor  will  I  agree  that  the  same  terms 
should  be  offered  to  Waikato  as  to  Ngatiawa ; 
for  such  would  be  a  most  grievous  compromise 
of  Her  Majesty's  sovereignty.    What  right  had 
the  Waikatos  to  be  in  that  quarrel  at  all  but 
the  right  pertaining  to  the  ides  that  they  be- 
longed to  a  separate  nation,  whose  sovereign 
flag  having  waved  over  the  land  on  which  one 
soldiers  stood,  they .  were  bound  to  encounter 
those  troops?    To  have  allowed  them  to  retil* 
from  the  contest  on  the  terms  offered  to  the 
Ngatiawa  would  have  been   treason   to   the 
Crown,  to  whose  Governor  we  were  sworn  to 
give  our  best  advice.     I  very  much  regret  that 
I  am  really  physically  incapable  to-ni^t  to  do 
justice  to  the  question  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  House  has  been  called.     Our  conduct 
has  been  impugned  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei ;  and  the  result  of  the  arraign- 
ment— I  think  that  was  the  word  he  used — is 
an  imputation  against  us  as  conductors  of  a 
war  which  we  were  powerless,  as  being  out  of 
our  management,   to  conduct;    and    a   few 
unsupported  assertions  of  a  desire  on  oar  part 
to  destroy  local  self-government.     In  mating 
these  assertions  the  honourable  gentleman  has, 
on  tills  occasion,  restrained  himself  to  an  ex- 
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t«nt  which  I  was  not  prepared  to  give  him 
otedit  for.  Judging  from  the  few  bitter  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  gentleman  before  he 
proposed  this  motion,  I  certainly  expected  a 
display  more  in  accordance  with  his  known 
uitisoedents ;  and  I  oongratnlate  the  Hoase 
that,  if  he  succeeds  to  these  seats,  there  are 
hopes,  even  of  him,  that  in  the  eleventh  hour 
ha  may  return  to  a  recognition  of  the  proper 
manner  in  which  a  grave  question  should  be 
discussed.  Bat  still  the  honourable  member 
oould  not,  in  his  set  and  studied  speech,  alto- 
gether avoid  a  sneer  at  what  really  deserves  to 
be  called  an  oration  made  by  my  honourable 
oolleiague  a  few  days  since.  That,  Sir,  was 
not  the  oration  of  the  midnight  lamp — it  was 
but  a  few  minutes  before  determined  that  my 
honourable  colleague  should  address  the  House 
at  all — but  I  do  think  that,  if  the  words  "  set 
oration  "  or  "  midnight  lamp  "  are  applicable 
to  any  member  of  this  House,  the  honourable 
member,  for  Rangitikei  may  not  inappro- 
priately take  them  up  as  a  cap  to  fit  his  own 
head.  Why  does  he  always  select  the  midnight 
lamp,  or  whcvt  may  be  better  termed  the  foot- 
lights, as  such  a  necessaiy  condition  in  ad- 
dressing this  House  that  he  invariably  selects 
that  light  as  the  only  one  suitable  to  his  etfu- 
riona?  I  cannot,  however,  altogether  lot  the 
honoorable  member's  remarks  pass  without 
notice — ^the  rather  because  they  deserve  atten- 
tion in  connection  with  the  subject  before  the 
Hoose  than  because  of  any  particular  weight 
oontained  in  the  charges  which  he  has  mside. 
I  cannot  understand  the  exact  position  in  which 
the  honourable  member  desires  to  place  him- 
aelf.  If  I  look,  on  one  side,  to  his  position  if 
Us  present  motion  should  be  successful,  and, 
on  the  other,  to  his  statement  with  reference 
to  negotiations  with  the  Waikatos,  I  ask,  what 
does  he  mean  by  swallowing  wholesale  ad- 
dresses declaring  that  negotiations  should  not 
be  indefinitely  prolonged,  and  yet  coming  down 
and  accusing  us  of  a  desire  not  to  prolongnego- 
tiations  ?  What  will  be  his  own  position  if  he 
succeeds  to  these  seats?  He  will  find  that  the 
whole  time  of  the  Government  by  day,  and 
the  greater  part  of  it  by  night,  has  been,  and 
will  be,  one  perpetual  negotiation  as  to  Native 
questions;  that  the  consideration  of  Native 
letters,  and  communications  with  or  from  this 
and  the  other  Native,  and  answers  to  memo- 
rials from  Natives  aU  over  the  country  will 
occupy  considerable  time.  The  whole  position 
of  the  Government  is  at  present  a  perpetual 
negotiation,  and  has  always  been  so  as  long  as 
I  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  but  more 
especially  so  within  the  last  few  months — 
one  perpetual  consideration  of  representations, 
memorials,  letters,  and  replies.  The  honour- 
able member  then  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  advise  the  Governor  to  carry  out 
measures  for  the  establishment  of  law  and 
order.  What  else,  then,  is  the  Governor  every 
day  doing?  What  was  his  address  at  Kohi- 
marama  ?  But,  says  the  honourable  member, 
the  Natives  who  met  at  Kohimarama  were 
■o  entirely  devoted  to  beef,  and  flour,  and 
si^ar,  that  it  was  of  bat  little  consequence 
Mr.  Stafford 


what  was  said  to  them.  But  that  aAixtm 
vras  widely  circulated,  both  in  Maori  and  Bog- 
lish,  all  over  the  country,  and  what  the  Oo- 
vemor  had  said  came  to  the  ears  of  thou- 
sands of  Natives  who  were  not  present  at  Ko- 
himarama at  all.  I  am  glad  to  hear,  on 
the  honourable  gentleman's  authority,  that 
the  beef  was  good,  and  I  hope  honourable 
members  who  come  up  to  Auckland  will  b» 
equally  pleased  with  it  in  that  respect ;  for  I 
believe,  if  not  so,  some  honourable  members 
would  go  back  more  dissatisfied  with  the  results 
of  the  session  than  would  be  desirable  on  "  con- 
stitutional "  grounds.  Then  there  was  an  ac- 
cusation of  treating  with  William  Thompson 
throagh  a  third-class  clerk.  The  honourable 
member  is  very  fond  of  picking  up  high-sound- 
ing phrases,  mounting  on  them,  and  riding 
them  to  death.  We  have  heard  the  phrase 
"  third-class  clerk "  about  a  dozen  difierent 
times  since  the  commencement  of  this  session. 
Now,  it  was  but  by  mere  accident  that  even  a 
third-class  clerk  took  the  letter  to  William 
Thompson  at  all.  It  was  a  sealed  letter,  not 
conveyed  by  an  ambassador  or  one  empowered 
\o  treat  in  any  way.  Indeed,  the  only  order 
that  the  bearer  received  was  not  to  pretend  to 
know  anything  of  the  intentions  of  the  Gorem- 
ment,  and  not  to  speak  on  the  subject  at  aQ. 
He  was  to  act  the  part  of  a  mere  postman,  and 
would  not  have  been  sent  at  all  if  we  had 
known  where  Thompson  was ;  but  it  happened 
that  he  was  travelling  about  at  the  time  betwerai 
Waikato  and  Waipa.  It  was  therefore  not  un- 
natural and  not  imnecessary  that  a  messengar 
should  be  sent — ^not  to  take  care  to  see  Thomp- 
son, but  to  take  care  that  he  got  His  Excel- 
lency's letter.  Then  the  honourable  member 
displays  his  knowledge  of  Native  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  whether  we  should  have  treated 
with  them  or  not,  or  selected  a  more  efficient 
ambassador  or  not.  He  certainly  told  news  to 
his  supporters  in  this  House  which  they  most 
have  been  sorry  to  hear  when  he  said  that  th» 
chief  who  was  made  a  medium  of  communica- 
tion with  the  Natives  was  without  influence 
with  them.  That  chief  was  Tamati  Ngapora, 
and  there  is  not  one  in  the  Waikato  superior  to 
him  for  general  influence  and  popularity.  Bat 
so  well  does  the  honourable  member  know  the 
duties  he  is  so  anxious  to  undertake,  and 
which  he  states  we  are  so  unfit  to  perform,  that 
with  the  rest  of  his  attacks  he  rells  up  the  ac- 
cusation that  we  selected  an  uninfluentiat 
man,  in  Tamati  Ngapora,  to  be  the  bearer 
of  His  Excellency's  sentiments.  That  was  the 
only  bit  of  news  in  his  speech.  I  expected  t» 
have  heard  more  news,  and  more  truth  also^ 
though  not  such  as  would  fit  together;  but  that 
was  the  only  bit  of  news :  and  I  leave  that  to  its. 
effect  on  those  who  have  heard  it,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  fitness  to  select  agents  to  treat  with, 
the  Native  people.  Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber starts  up,  fully  equipped  in  his  war-j)aint, 
and  declares  he  will  conduct  the  war  in  an 
energetic  manner,  which  we  are  quite  unable 
to  do ;  and  as  a  first  indication  of  special  energy 
he  adopts  oui  own  terms  to  the  Waikatos — 
reads  them  out  from  the  printed  paper,  and 
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■MB,  **  Tli*t  ia  ihe  advice  I  will  give ;  and  if 
Sua  Ezeellenoy  will  not  take  it  I  will  tluow  on 
him  the  lesponaibility."  I  congiatnlate  the 
ctfantry  again  in  not  having  to  expect  any 
atartling  novelties  <roni  the  honootable  gentle- 
man. To  one  thing  imfficiently  startling  I 
have  just  adverted ;  but  with  reference  to  his 
polioy  I  knew  that  no  startling  novelties  could 
OB  expected.  Well,  I  am  really  glad  of  it. 
There  is  an  amonnt  of  recklessness  in  the  tem- 
perament of  the  honourable  gentleman  which, 
if  he  had  the  constructive  faculty  largely  de- 
veloped, might  be  dangerous  in  the  present 
oircninstanoos  of  the  colony.  But,  not  having 
that  faculty,  hb  is  comparatively  harmless: 
he  wants  to  do  something,  but  cannot  conceive 
what  it  should  be.  Therefore  the  danger  at- 
tending his  accession  to  power  at  the  present 
momoit  will  depend  on  the  combination  into 
which  he  enters.  Some  great  combustion  may 
take  place  if  the  honourable  gentleman  com- 
bines with  other  materials  which  are  wanting 
in  him.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  honour- 
able member  at  this  moment  has  no  more 
conclusive  idea  as 'to  how  he  will  compose 
a  Ministry  than  I  have  ;  and  I  confess  myself 
totally  unable  to  say  how.  I  have  heard  many 
names  mentioned ;  but  I  know  that  some  of 
them  would  combine  with  each  other  as  well' 
as  oil  and  water,  and,  without  having  time  to 
blow  ap  the  country,  would  blow  up  the  honour- 
able geiltleman  himself.  Then  the  honourable 
member  passingly  alluded  to  the  princi|>le8  of 
Centralism  and  Provincialism.  I  defy  him  to 
prove  that  we  have  attempted  to  destroy  local 
seU-govemment.  If  he  means  that  wo  have 
not  considered  that  a  Superintendent  was  to  be 
an  uncontrolled  despot,  and  says  we  are  opposed 
to  Provincialism  because  we  will  not  accept  that 
idea,  then  he  speaks  the  literal  truth.  I  would 
as  soon  assume  that  Lionis  Napoleon  was  a  re- 
presentative of  all  the  cardinal  virtues  of  the 
representative  system  because  he  was  an  elected 
despot — elected,  too,  by  a  much  more  universal 
suffrage  than  Superintendents  are  elected  by. 
I  would  as  soon  place  his  administration  and 
form  of  government  above  the  glorious  Consti- 
tution of  England  as  I  would  accept  the  idea 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  that  a  Superin- 
tendent can  do  no  wrong  because  he  is  origi- 
nally elected  by  the  people.  The  party  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  have  also  accused  ua 
baoanse  we  have  recognized  as  worthy  of  con- 
sideration the  elective  Provincial  Council  of  a 
province,  and  because  we  have  refused  to  take 
the  part  either  of  a  Superintendent  or  of  a 
Oonneil  for  the  destruction  of  the  other.  I 
have  equally  refused  to  destroy  the  obnoxious 
Provincial  Oonneil  and  the  obnoxious  Superin- 
tendent, as  neither  of  them  has  a  right  to 
trample  out  the  other,  but  together  they  are 
bound  to  work  for  the  country. 

Mr.  BENALL.— No,  no. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  honourable  member 
means  that  the  Superintendent  can  do  no 
wrong  and  that  the  Council  can  do  no  right 
when  they  come  into  collision. 

Mr.  RENALiL. — ^The  honourable  member  is 
nisrepieseiiting  me. 
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Mr.  STAFFOBD.— I  join  issue  on  that  idea, 
and  am  prepared  to  get  up  an  agitation  on  tit* 
special  question.  Is  a  Superintendent  to 
trample  out  a  Provincial  Council  whenever  ha 
disagrees  with  it?  Because  we  have  not  allowed 
this  to  be  done  we  have  been  accused  by  the 
Superintendental  party  of  being  enemies  of 
lo  jal  self-government ;  and  the  attempt  to  show 
that  the  New  Provinces  Act  was  the  representa- 
tion of  that  idea  is  the  most  puerile  attempt 
ever  presented  to  the  minds  of  sane  men. 
What  does  the  New  Provinces  Act  mean  ?  It 
means  that  people  in  the  same  position  as  Tara- 
naki,  Otago,  Canterbury,  &c.,  were  in  before 
they  were  made  provinces  should  have  the 
same  opportunities  of  self-government  as  they 
had.  When  the  Constitution  Act  was  passed 
the  population  of  Otogo  was  somewhere  about 
two  thousand  four  hundred  people,  and  up  to 
that  time  their  operations  hod  been  limited  to 
a  block  not  exceeding  four  hundred  thousand 
acres — a  block  in  conformity  with  the  number 
of  people— rather  in  excess,  perhaps,  of  what 
they  could  use  at  first,  but  which  would  pro- 
perly from  time  to  time  be  enlarged.  It  ought 
also  have  happened,  if  the  Constitution  Act 
had  been  passed  a  couple  of  years  sooner,  that 
the  Canterbury  Plains,  then  lying  waste,  would 
have  been  divided  between  Otago  and  Nelson ; 
for  to  suppose  that  Sir  George  Grey  would 
have  excepted  the  Canterbury  plains  without 
population,  when  be  did  not  except  Taupo  or 
any  other  unpeopled  district,  would  be  to  expect 
him  to  mshke  an  exception  which  what  he  did 
do,  as  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island, 
does  not  justify  us  in  supposing.  The  mon- 
strosity of  the  demand  of  ultra-provincialista, 
"  that  there  shall  be  six  provinces,  but  only 
six,"  I  cannot  understand.  I  can  understand 
one  of  two  positions — either  that,  certain  con- 
ditions being  given,  a  certain  population  should 
have  the  right  of  self-government,  or  that 
there  should  be  no  provinces  at  all.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  who  say  that  there  shall  be  no 
new  provinces  say  too  much.  They  may  say, 
then,  that  on  each  occasion  a  separate  memo- 
rial and  Act  should  have  been  brought  before 
this  House.  We  all  know  what  would  be  the 
result  of  such  a  cotuse.  Murihiku  presented  a 
petition  to  this  House  two  years  ago  ;  and  what 
was  the  result?  It  got  no  reply  whatever, 
although  it  made  out  a  remukably  good  case, 
and  asked  to  have,  at  all  events,  some  finan- 
cial security  that  the  whole  of  its  Land  Fund 
should  not  be  spent  without  its  will  or  benefit. 
But  it  is  no  use  going  into  this  question  in 
detail  now,  for  we  shall  probably  have  an  op- 
portunity during  the  session  thrice  to  slay  the 
slain.  The  honourable  member,  in  alluding  to 
this,  most  inaccurately  said  that  Wellington 
and  Auckland  had  suffered  before  last  session, 
omitting  the  fact  that,  if  suflering  there  was, 
Auckland  had  not  suffered. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  mode  no  such  allusion  to  Auck- 
land. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  think  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member  were  these :  *'  Auckland 
and  Wellington  have  sufiercd,  but  I  don't  think 
Nelson  will  suffer." 
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■  Mr.  FOX.— I  did  not  then  allude  to  the  New 
Provinces  Act,  but  I  said  they  sofleied  from 
the  attempt  to  destroy  provincial  institutions. 
Mr.  STAFFORD.— Let  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, then,  if  he  can,  point  to  any  special  policy 
towards  any  parti<!nlar  province,  or  any  special 
intimation  given  to  any  Superintendent^  that 
was  not  a  circular  sent  to  all,  except  what  might 
relate  to  special  Bills  pasE^  in  a  partici^ar 
province.  One  universal  line  of  conduct  has 
been  adopted  towards  them  all ;  and  with  refer- 

'ence  to  the  disallowance  of  their  Acts  there 
has  been  but  little  difference.  For  four  con- 
secutive years  we  have  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
lIoo<se  every  despatch  written  with  reference 
to  the  disallowance  of  provincial  Acts,  which, 
printed  in  the  Blue  Books,  have  been  widely 
circulated  through  the  colony,  and  been  sent 
to  every  newspaper ;  and  it  is  a  rather  extra- 
ordinazT  fact  that  not  a  single  person  has  yet 
charged  us  either  with  unfairness  or  mistaken 
judgment  with  respect  to  the  reasons  we  have 
^iven  for  disallowing  provincial  Bills ;  though 
we  have  invited  such  open  criticism  on  the 
subject,  thinking  it  right  that  the  colony  should 
know  what  our  reasons  were  for  advising  His 
Excellency  not  to  give  his  assent.  The  last 
subject  to  which  I  will  allude,  I  refer  to — I 
will  not  say  with  much  pain,  for  I  know  the 
honourable  member  so  well  that  I  am  rather 
ashamed  at  feeUng  pain  at  anytiiing  he  says ; 

'  but  in  this  case  he  was  more  inaccurate  than  is 
usual,  even  for  him.  He  stated  that  a  special 
course  was  adopted  towards  Wellington  with 
respect  to  the  issue  of  writs  for  the  last  elec- 
tion. There  is  in  the  hands  of  every  honour- 
able member  a  printed  return,  uncalled-for  by 
the  House,  spontaneously  furnished  by  me, 
showing  in  the  most  complete  form  all  the  cir- 

'  cumstances  connected  with  the  issue  of  writs 
for  each  district  —  namely,  the  day  on  which 
each  writ  was  issued,  the  day  of  the  return  of  the 

'  member,  the  day  when  the  writ  was  received 
back,  and  the  name  of  the  Returning  Officer. 

'  Let  the  honourable  member  turn  to  that  and 

'  say  how  he  could  make  the  statement  he  has 
made,  or  that  other,  that  the  writ  for  the 
Cheviot  district  was  purposely  kept  back  so  as 
to  insure  my  honourable  colleague  a  seat. 
That  is  one  of  those  contingent  sneers  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  makes 
enemies  by  when  h»  only  intends  to  attack 
Ministers.  The  electors  of  Cheviot  will  not 
thank  him  for  the  allusion,  and  will  not  be 
likely  to  look  out  for  an  ardent  supporter  of 
himself  at  the  next  election.  The  writ  for 
Cheviot  was  issued  at  the  same  time,  was  oo- 
companied  by  the  same  instructions,  and  left 
the  hands  of  the  Oovenunent  at  the  same 
moment  as  all  the  other  writs  did,  with  two 
exceptions.  First,  some  seventeen  or  eighteen, 
which  were  at  once  issued  on  the  dissolution, 
as  required  by  law,  for  districts  the  constituen- 
cies of  which  were  not  disturbed  by  the  Re- 
presentation Act.  These  included  the  writ  for 
my  own  seat,  the  election  for  which  had  taken 
place  before  I  was  even  aware  who  would 
oppose  me,  and  before  I  had  any  opportunity 
whatever  of  communicating  with  the  aleotors. 


And  I  am  giatafol  to  the  eleotoa  of  Nelaooi 
who,  without  explanation  from  ma,  and  in  d*- 
fiance  of  the  statements  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  when  pmwnig 
through — ^hardly  made  with  -a  view  of  seciiriBg 
my  return  —  did,  notwithstanding,  show  the 
same  confidence  in  me  which  they  hmd  geaet- 
ously  reposed  in  me  on  previous  occasianc. 
The  other  exception  which  I  have  mentioned 
referred  to  the  writs  for  Timam  and  for  Wal- 
lace, which  were  not  issued  with  the  others  on 
the  8rd  of  January  because  we  had  not  tbea 
received  the  new  rolls  from  the  respective 
Returning  Officers  of  those  districts ;  and  it 
was  onlybecause  we  were  uixious  not  to  ke^ 
back  all  the  elections  for  the  sake  of  osie  or 
two  rolls,  that  we  did  not  wait  till  these  rolls 
also  were  received ;  which,  however,  I  am  glad 
we  did  not  do,  as,  had  we  done  so,  we  could  not 
then  have  summoned  the  House  so  eariy  as  we 
did.  With  reference  to  the  delay  of  the  writs 
issued  in  1858, 1  shall  say  nothing  more  than 
that  the  honourable  member  has  said  what  was 
not  correct.  The  reason  for  naming  forty  days 
was  to  hasten  the  elections.  The  case  of  Wel- 
lington was  not  in  that  respect  an  isolated  one, 
for  the  same  term,  with  the  addition  of  five 
days  mor& — not  too  much  for  the  distance  be- 
tween Wellington  and  Canterbury — ^was  fixed 
for  the  Nelson  and  Canterbury  writs ;  and  so 
near  did  the  time  run  out  in  the  latter  case  that, 
had  any  poll  been  demanded  at  the  electkn 
of  the  member  for  Akaroa,  he  oonld  not  have 
been  legally  elected.  It  is,  I  believe,  true  that 
one  hundred  days  was  the  number  allowed  in 
the  first  general  election  in  Sir  George  Grey's 
time ;  but  then  there  was  not  a  single  steomor 
on  the  coast,  and  I  think  it  took  five  months, 
instead  of  one  hundred  days,  before  the  writs 
for  Otago  were  returned  to  Governor  Grey,  who 
made  this  a  reason  for  not  calling  the  Assembly 
together.  We  desired  that  in  the  case  in  ques- 
tion there  should  be  no  delay,  as  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  difference  in  the  action  taken  by 
Returning  Officers.  For  instance,  the  writ  Ivt 
Napier  has  not  been  returned  yet,  although  it 
was  expected  by  the  "  Lord  Worsley.'' 

Mr.  FOX.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  shall  be  quite  as  glad 
to  see  the  honourable  member  expected  from 
Napier  as  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei will  be,  I  can  assure  him.  Well,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  has  left  me  nothing  more 
to  comment  upon,  and  I  have  exhaosted 
myself,  and,  I  should  think,  the  patience 
of  the  House,  to  which  I  am  obliged  for 
the  indulgence  with  which  it  has  heaxd  me. 
I  think,  however,  I  have  now  referred  to  all 
the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  on  this  occasion,  which 
was  hardly  worthy  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, whom  I  have  heard  make  a  hundred 
better  speeches,  delivered  fluently,  instead  of 
with  that  stiff  and  costive  utterance  which  has 
graced  or  blemished  his  set  speech  to-night. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  frequently  an 
attractive  and  telling  speaker.  I  know  bat 
few  who,  for  the  time,  can  more  inflnenoe  the 
minds  of  those  who  listen  to  them,  especiaUy 
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^  tiiey  know  nothing  of  the  Bnbjeot  of  his 
^speech,  than  the  honourable  gentleman.  Bat 
'1m  did  most  signally  fail  to-night,  and  he  was 
•wareofit.  If  I  haid  had  to  prepare  the  artaign- 
■ment  on  this  occasion  after  a  five  years'  period 
"Of  office,  I  really  think  I  oonld  have  done  it 
lietter,  and  with  more  effect. 

Hr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  the  de- 
flate be  adjoamed.  The  mystery  with  which 
the  hononrabie  member  for  Bangitikei  had 
•chronded  his  opinions  throoghont  the  session 
fras  a  sufficient  reason  for  adjoamment  now 
•tiiat  be  hadnnveiled  himself. 

Mr.  HAMTELL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  objected  that  it  was  too  early 

ie  adjonm  yet.      An  opportmiiW  should  be 

afforded  to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  honoar- 

'able  member  for  Rangitikei  to  delineate  the 

line  of  policy  about  to  be  adopted  by  the  Oppo- 

^tion.     They   had   the   policy  of  the  present 

"Government  clearly  before  them ;  and  if  other 

liononrable    members    endeavoured   to  obtun 

'seats  on  the  Treasury  benches  without  fully 

.explaining  theirs  they  were  trying  to  get  there 

•on  falsepretences. 

The  m)nse  divided. 


BeU 
'Cookson 
.Cxeyke 

Domett 

Fraser 
•Hall 
.-Sendeison 


Ayes,  20. 
JolUe 
ManteU 
Mason 
McQlashan 
Ormond 


Saunders 
Weld 
WeUs 
Wilson. 
TelUrt. 


Richniond,C.WRiohmond,  J.  C. 
Rowley  Stafford. 

No«8,  27. 

Oraham,  O.  Russell 

Graham,  R.  Taylor,  0.  J. 

Kettle  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Munro  White 

Nixon  Williamson 

O'Neill  Wood. 
O'Rorke  Tellers. 

Richmond,A.J.  Carter 

Rhodes  Renall. 


Brandon 
'Butler 
.Carleton 

-Curfis 

,I>ick 

^Eyes 

'  Featherston 
Firth 

.  Fitzherbert 
Fox 

Majority  against,  7. 
Motion  negatived. 
Mr.  WILSON  said  he  was  desirous  of  esta- 

'  blishing  a  position  before  he  took  it  upon  him 

•to  advise  the  House  to  adopt  the  course  he 
■would  propose.  He  had  had  thirty  years'  ex- 
perience in  governing  Asiatics ;  for  twenty-two 

'  years  he  had  been  engaged  in  governing  one 
million  of  men,  who  had  called  him  "  father;" 

■Mid  for  the  last  few  years  of  his  official  life  he 
had  been  intrusted  with   the  govenmieDt  of 

"two  million  souls  as  Judge  and  Sessions  Judge. 

'  He  was  therefore  competent  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  how  men  of  Asiatic  origin  should 
be  dealt  with,  although  a  southern  member. 

'  It  had  been  industriously  circulated  that  he 

'•did  not  desire  peace  ;  but  he  only  wished  it  de- 
pended on  him,  and  that  members  would  take 

-  his  advice.  But  he  would  at  once  prove  that 
be  was  not  so  bloodthirsty  a  man  as  they 
would  make  him  out.  He  had  only  to  refer  to 
the  thank*  which  the  HonooiaUe  East  India 


Company  had  conveyed  to  him  on  two  ocoa- 
lions,  for  his  personal  services  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  in  a  famine  and  his  intrepidity  in 
preventing  a  conflict  of  races  and  loss  of  life  ; 
and  to  the  honours  which  Her  Majesty  had 
been  graciously  pleased  to  confer  upon  him  for 
his  public  services  during  the  Indian  mutiny ; 
and  to  the  special  mention  made  of  him  in  a 
despatch  of  the  Oovemor-General  of  India  for 
savmg  the  lives  of  more  Christian  natives  than 
any  other  man  in  the  country  at  that  crisis,  to 

Cve  that  he  was  not  devoid  of  feelings  of 
nanity  nor  unacquainted  with  the  horrors 
of  war.  In  advising  the  House  to  unanimously 
support  the  Qovernment  he  was  aware  of  the 
responsibility  attaching  to  that  advice.  The 
course  of  policy  originated  by  Lord  William 
Bentinck  in  India,  and  continued  downwards, 
of  living  on  suffertknce  with  the  army  of  Bengal, 
and  not  punishing  them  for  their  mutinous 
spirit,  had  produced  that  terrible  outbreak 
which  ended  in  the  destruction  of  that  fine 
army,  while  it  proved  that  nothing  could  stand 
before  the  British  soldiers.  The  same  course 
of  policy  had  been  adopted  in  this  country. 
The  Maoris  had  been  pampered  by  the  autho- 
rities into  an  erroneous  belief  of  their  power. 
And  he  admitted  that  he  had  selected  Canter- 
bury for  his  residence  because  there  were  no 
Natives  there ;  for  when  intriguing  Europeans 
were  backed  by  lying  Asiatics  no  man's  honour 
was  safe.  Others  had  selected  the  Northern 
Island  because  they  could  get  cheaper  labour. 
He  did  not  blame  them.  He  had  read  Aristotle 
in  his  youth,  and  knew  tbeA  labour  was  wealth ; 
hut,  having  tasted  the  sweets  of  the  presence  of 
an  Asiatic  race,  were  they  to  say.  We  will  not 
taste  the  bittor.  He  regretted  to  have  heard 
an  honourable  member  of  the  House  say  he 
trembled  for  the  safety  of  the  European  settlers 
in  this  colony  in  case  of  war.  Death  had  been 
his  daily  companion  for  many  months — it  had 
sat  by  his  pillow  and  waited  at  his  meals — but 
he  had  not  trembled.  He  knew  death  was  in- 
evitable some  day ;  but  to  die  daily — he  was 
not  brave  enough  for  that.  He  was  an  eneitay 
of  the  Maori  who  told  him  the  white  man  was 
at  his  mercy.  The  settlers  were  not  at  his 
mercy ;  for  he  told  those  Natives  now  bent  on 
rebellion  that  for  every  hair  of  a  settler's  head 
that  fell  a  hundred  arms  would  exact  a  bloody 
recompense.  He  warned  them  to  pause  before 
they  brought  an  exasperated  British  army 
among  them.  He  had  seen  the  British  soldier 
unrestrained  in  the  fury  of  battle ;  and  he  told 
the  Natives  of  this  country  that  the  army  under 
General  Cameron,  if  exasperated,  would  blot 
their  race  out  of  existence.  Let  them  avoid 
that  dreadful  alternative  while  they  could. 
Let  the  General  Assembly  send  the  Maoris  a 
message  to  say, "  We  wish  to  help  you ;  but  we 
will  bring  you  to  your  senses  if  you  resist  Her 
Majesty's  authority.  We  will  give  you  the 
best  assistance  we  can,  and  will  teach  you  to 
do  something  more  than  misquote  Scripture 
—  to  keep  the  Decalogue,  which  you  never 
have  done ;  to  love  your  neighbour  as  your- 
selves ;  to  give  compensation  when  you  do  an 
injuiy."    Wh«n  they  did  this  they  might  ba 
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<Mdled  British  subjeots.  [The  hononiable  mem- 
ber then  referred  to  the  extinction  of  Sikh 
nationality,  because  they  twice  tempted  the 
British  power,  and  to  the  total  subjection 
of  the  Nepaulese,  who  occupied  as  difficult 
a  country  as  Waikato.]  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  the  Asiatic  soldiers  of  the  line 
were  as  fine  a  body  of  men  as  any  equal 
number  of  Maoris  that  could  be  mustered; 
but  they  were  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
British  soldiers.  The  fact  was  that  be  (Mr. 
Wilson)  pledged  his  word  that,  if  Het  Majesty's 
Indiah  Qovemment  placed  three  regiments  of 
Ohoorkas  at  his  disposal,  with  fifty  European 
officers,  he  would  cut  his  way  through  the 
country  from  Auckland  to  Cook  Strait,  or 
leave  his  bones  to  whiten  on  the  earth.  The 
Natives  ought  not  to  be  misled  in  this  matter. 
He  appealed  to  the  House  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment at  this  crisis,  and  thus  discourage 
the  Natives  from  continuing  their  rebellious 
spirit.  Let  them  seek  another  occasion  on 
which  to  try  the  petty  question  of  Provincial- 
ism, but  on  this  let  them  be  true  to  their  coun- 
try and  Queen,  and  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
He  had  a  stake  in  Auckland  as  well  as  other 
honourable  gentlemen ;  and  if  their  hearths 
were  invaded  by  fire  and  sword  he  could  assure 
them  that  his  own  beard  would  not  remain 
unscorched.  He  trusted  the  House  would  be. 
unanimous  in  its  support  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  RENALLi  said  that  it  was  far  from  his 
wish  to  address  the  House  this  evening,  but, 
having  opposed  the  motion  for  adjournment, 
he  felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words.  Suffer- 
ing as  he  then  was  from  indisposition,  which 
had  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  insufferable 
closeness  of  the  House,  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristohurch  would  pardon  him  for  not  at- 
tempting to  follow  him  into  a  country  which 
he  did  not  know,  the  people  of  which  he  had 
never  seen,  and  whose  language  he  did  not 
understand;  but  this  much  he  had  gleaned 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member : 
that,  while  he  would  use  the  sword,  he  would 
lose  no  time  in  insuring  a  lasting  peace; 
although  he  (Mr.  Renall)  would  very  much 
doubt  the  success  of  the  honourable  member's 
plan  and  means.  Much  had  been  said  as  to  this 
war  being  an  Imperial  one ;  but  he  (Mr.  Benall) 
was  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  demand  now 
made  upon  them  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  was  afraid  that  the  advice  given,  by  the 
Ministers  to  His  Excellency  when  they  advised 
the  present  war,  which  he  considered  a  great 
blunder,  presented  a  great  difficulty  to  their 
getting  rid  of  the  heavy  demand  now  made 
upon  them.  He  (Mr.  Renall)  did  blame  the 
present  Government  for  that  advice.  And  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  under  the  memo- 
randum of  1856  they  had  no  real  power ;  still, 
the  advice  thus  given  bad  brought  on  a  war,  a 
heavy  share  of  the  expenses  of  which  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  pay  ;  and  the  Ministers  had 
further  identified  us  with  it  by  their  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law ;  and  the  Home  Qovernment 
now  declared  it  a  settlers'  war.  It  was  true 
the  Government  declared  it  was  not ;  but  they 
ivould  be  judged  by  their  acts  as  to  how  fair 
Mr,  WUsm 


they  had  pledged  the  colony ;  and  ha  thou^ 
the  question  one  of  great  difficulty,  and  ^at 
the  war  was  one  that  ought  to  have  been  left 
entirely  to  the  Governor,  remembering  thai  ha 
had  retained  the  real  power  over  Native  afiaiis 
in  his  own  hands.  For  his  (Mi.  Benall's)  pait 
he  never  had  any  confidence  in  the  gentleman 
sitting  at  that  table.  On  a  review  of  their  aote 
he  vras  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  where  they  wem 
stamped  by  any  particular  ability-  There  was 
none  m  their  poUcy  as  regarded  the  provinoas, 
and  less  in  the  war  which  they  had  advised,  and 
for  the  consequences  of  which  he  trembled, 
particularly  when  he  remembered  the  state- 
ment of  His  Excellency  that  he  could  not 
afford  any  further  protection  to  the  ont-settleia, 
but  that  they  must  protect  themselves  by  build- 
ing blockhouses.  It  was  a  perfect  mockery  to- 
ask  the  people  to  shut  themselves  up  in  such 
plaoQS.  The  Natives  possessing  the  entire 
country,  the  first  musket  fired  or  settler  mnr> 
dered,  the  whole  country  from  Wellington  to- 
Napier  would  be  abtmdoned,  a  distance  of  two- 
hundred  miles,  in  which  not  a  single  soldier 
would  be  found,  and  in  which  blockhouses 
would  only  be  cages  to  starve  in.  That  part  of 
the  oounby  was  settled  by  hundreds  of  men 
with  their  families,  who  had  no  cause  of  qnanel 
with  the  Natives,  but  whose  homes  might  b« 
destroyed  and  the  people  all  ruined  if  war  was- 
oommenced  under  such  circumstances.  N(^ 
thing  but  utter  madness  would  thus  attempt  fat 
assert  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  on  the  ruin 
of  the  country,  by  which  the  toil  of  twenty 
years  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  settleis- 
tumed  into  refugees  and  mendicants — men  who- 
were  utterly  blcpieless  for  the  present  de|plac- 
able  state  of  afftuirs,  and  who  were  now  foUow> 
ing  their  avocations  in  peace,  utterly  unoen- 
soious  of  the  pending  danger ;  and,  while  onz 
present  lamentable  position  compelled  him  to 
vote  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  seeing  no 
escape  with  honour  and  safety,  he  confessed  ha 
did  tremble  as  to  what  might  be  the  fate  of 
hundreds  of  our  fellow-men.  The  Colonial  Se- 
cretary could  not  imderstand  the  position  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.  Ha 
(Mr.  Renall)  was  not  surprised  at  that,  seeinff 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  understand 
his  own ;  otherwise  how  could  the  blind  policy 
which  had  been  perpetrated  by  the  Ministry 
toward  the  provinces  be  accounted  for?  The 
best  and  most  valuable  part  of  the  Constitutiaa 
had  been  destroyed,  and  its  working  rendered 
impossible  by  the  miserable  policy  of  Hia  Ex- 
cellency's  Advisers.  The  position  taken — OiaA 
the  dissolution  of  no  Provmcial  Council  should 
be  advised  so_  long  as  it  could  legally  act — wa» 
monstrous,  and  ^adowed  forth  the  pleasoza 
of  the  General  Qovemment  in  witnessing  tii» 
confusion  of  thoie  useful  institutions  when& 
conflict  took  place ;  and,  instead  of  applying  the 
remedy  which  the  Constitution  afforded,  they 
had  withheld  it,  standing  by  to  cripple  them  by 
lapping  up  their  legitimate  powers.  Undec 
such  a  miserable  system  the  Wellington  Pro- 
vincial Council  had  been  almost  rendered  use- 
less for  three  years,  even  after  the  Superinten- 
dent had  appealed  to  the  electors  by  resigning 
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Itis  aflSee.  Bat  he  trasted  the  vote  about  to  be 
veooided  wonld  relieve  those  gentlemen  and  the 
conntiy  fiom  further  mismanagement;  for  it 
wonld  say  little  for  that  House  if  it  could  not 
ianm  a  Ministry  to  occupy  those  seats  that 
would  develop  the  Constitution  to  more  advan- 

"iage  to  the  country  than  they  had  ever  yet 
Men.  There  were  many  other  matters  that  he 
Qfr.  Renall)  felt  inclined  to  touch  upoo ;  but 
the    lateness  of  the  hour  compelled  him  to 

-flesist,  and  he  did  so  the  more  willingly  as 
most  likely  they  would  be  gone  into  by  uiose 
honourable  members  who  would  follow. 

Mr.  FRASEB  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
-debftte,  which  was  agreed  to. 

•CANTERBURY  AND  OTAGO  BOUNDARY 

BILL.    ■ 

The  amendments  made  by  the  LegislatiTe 

'Council  in  the  Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary 

Bill  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. ' 

The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

TTmrtday,  4th  July,  1861. 

Mo  Home. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
■•'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present  the  Coon- 
■cil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 
THunday,  4th  July,  1861. 

Straneera  in  the  Honae— Native  Affairs— Want  of 
Confldence— Select  Committee— Military  Defenoe 
— Betonia— Finance. 

Mr.  Speajceb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

STRANOERS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CARLETON  called  the  attention  of  the 
'Speaker  to  the  inconvenient  crowding' of  the 
House  last  night,  the  seats  of  honourable  mem- 
liers  being  ooonpied  by  strangers. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  hoped  such  a  thing 
-would  not  occur  again.  It  honourable  mem- 
Jmib  wished  to  introduce  their  friends  to  the 
Eonse  during  a  debate,  they  might  be  enabled 
to  introduce  them  to  the  gallery  before  the 
iocn  were  opened  to  the  public.  The  fact  was 
that  several  to  whom  he  had  given  orders  of 
kdmission  behind  the  chair  were  excluded 
>OlriDg  to  the  overcrowding  of  the  House. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Hr.  WILIilASrtSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Kative  Affairs,  Whether  or  not  the  declaration 
ti  His  Excellency  the  Qovemox  to  the  Natives 


assembled  at  Ngaruawahia,  dated  the  Slst  Ma^ 
last,  was  issued  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
His  Excellency's  Responsible  Advisers;  and 
what  means  were  taken  for  transmitting  and 
explaining  that  document  to  the  Natives  7  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  in  conse- 
quence of  having  heard  that  the  Oovemment 
had  employed  a  Native  agent  to  convey  to  the 
Waikatos  this  important  document,  on  which 
depended  peace  or  war  in  the  Northern  Island. 
He  was  present  himself  about  twelve  months 
a^  at  one  of  the  largest  meetings  connected 
with  the  King  movement  that  had  been  held  at 
Ngaruawahia,  and  htkd  witnessed  the  delivery 
and  contemptnous  reception  of  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  on  that  occasion.  It  got  into  the 
hands  of  a  Native,  who  attempted  to  read  it  to 
the  assembled  Maoris,  but  was  prevented  by 
confusion  in  the  crowd ;  and  if  it  bad  not  been 
that  a  European  gentleman  present  undertook 
to  read  it  aloud,  its  contents  would  have  been 
unknown  to  the  people  there.  From  what  he 
had  learned  respecting  the  reception  by  the 
Natives  of  the  Governor's  recent  oeolaration  of 
the  terms  of  submission  and  peace,  he  feared 
very  much  that  proper  means  had  not  been 
taken  to  convey  and  explain  that  document  to 
the  Natives,  and  that  tney  had  not,  therefore, 
been  fully  informed  of  its  import.  He  believed 
that  it  had  been  intrusted  to  the  care  of  a  very 
influential  and  loyal  chief,  Tamati  Ngapora; 
but,  owing  to  the  fact  of  that  Native  having  re- 
cently accompanied  the  Governor  to  Taranaki, 
he  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  King- 
movement  men,  and  he,  instead  of  proceeding- 
to  Ngaruawahia  in  person,  had  intarusted  the 
declaration  to  other  hands,  and  it  had  by  some 
means  reached  the  meeting,  and  was  only  par- 
tially perused  in  the  open  assembly. 

Mr.  WELD  explamed  that  Tamati  Ngapora 
possessed  the  confldence  of  the  Ix>wer  Waikiato, 
being  uncle  of  the  present  King  and  brother 
of  the  late  King  Potatau,  and  was  peculiarly 
fitted  to  be  the  agent  of  communication  with 
the  Natives.  He  had  only  been  employed  as  a 
witness  at  Taranaki — one  in  whose  .integrity 
the  Natives  could  rely — so  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  might  appear  in  its  true  light. 
The  document  was  fully  explained  to  Tamati 
Ngapora,  with  the  view  of  its  being  explained 
by  mm  to  the  runanga ;  and,  althon^  he  had 
sent  it  to  the  meeting  by  another  Native,  that 
chief  had  afterwards  gone  up  to  the  runanga. 
The  declaration  was  advised  by  Ministers. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  stated  that  steps  had  been 
taken  for  giving  more  than  ordinary  publicity 
to  the  declaration,  by  circulating  printed  copies 
among  the  Maoris,  and  having  it  explained  to 
them. 

WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE. 
Captain  FRASER  said  when  he  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  last  night,  to  escape 
from  the  stifling  heat  of  that  ill- ventilated  barn, 
he  forgot  that  he  might  be  expected  to  reopen 
the  debate,  which  he  should  now  proceed  to  do, 
keeping  in  view  as  a  noout  homo,  that — vir  so- 
piens  at  gvi  pauea  Uxniitiur.  He  was  agreeably 
soxpziaed  at  the  speech  of  the  bonoaiable  mem-t 
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ber  tot  Bangitikei,  Ha  was  afnid  he  Troold 
bav«  brought  forward  snoh  new  and  damnatory 
oharges  against  the  Qovemment  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  him,  as  an  indepen- 
dent member,  to  have  supported  them.  With 
reference  to  the  honourable  member's  chmal 
de  bataiXU,  the  New  Provinces  Act,  he  en- 
tirely agreed  with  all  that  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  on  that  subject ;  and  if  the 
honourable  viember  would  postpone  his  toums^ 
ment  until  more  peaceful  times  he  promised 
him,  on  the  faith  of  an  old  cavalry  o£Soer,  to 
charge  with  him  side  by  side  on  that  cheval  d» 
bataille.  The  great  and  important  question  be- 
fore the  House  emd  before  the  country  was  not 
that  of  provincial  grievances,  but  whether  they 
were  to  nave  war,  or  prolonged  negotiations  end- 
ing in  an  ignominious  and  patched-np  peace. 
He  had  every  confidence  in  the  present  Minis- 
ters that  they  would  honestly  and  energetically 
prosecute  the  war  to  a  successful  termination. 
Mid  until  the  supremacy  of  the  Queen  was  fully 
established  in  the  land.  He  had  no  confidence 
in  prolonged  negotiations,  nor  in  those  who 
profess  them.    He  should  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  DICK  said  that,  having  heard  the  views 
of  one  representative  from  Otago,  who,  he  re- 
gretted to  find,  was  about  to  support  the  Minis- 
try, he  trusted  they  would  allow  him  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  other  side.  Southern 
members  had  been  charged  with  coming  to  the 
Assembly  comparatively  ignorant  of  what  was 
at  present  considered  the  all-important  sub- 
jeot^the  Native  question.  It  was  said  that 
they  knew  nothing  about  the  merits  of  the 
Maori  war.  This  he  did  not  think  was  the  case, 
though  he  was  certainly  ready  to  admit  that 
he,  for  one,  did  not  pretend  to  know  so  muoh 
about  it  as  members  from  the  Northern  Island. 
The  southern  members  had,  however,  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  a  short  distance  removed 
from  the  scene  of  action,  not  so  intimately  ooti- 
neoted  with  it,  nor  so  likely  to  be  biassiad  as 
those  in  the  North.  They  could  calmly  and 
dispassionately,  without  interest  and  vnthout 
prejudice,  examine  into  the  causes  and  conse- 
quences of  war.  Sir  William  Benison,  Governor 
of  New  South  Wales,  was  at  some  distance 
from  this,  and  yet  his  letter  to  the  Governor 
which  had  just  been  published  showed  that  he 
could  judge  wisely  and  advise  judiciously  re- 
garding these  Maoris;  and  just  in  the  same 
-way  could  the  members  from  the  South.  On 
the  question  of  want  of  confidence  he  (Mr. 
Dick)  was  unhappy  with  either — he  could  not 
agree  with  the  Government,  and  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  gentleman  who  led  the  Opposi- 
tion. It  seemed  to  him  that  both  were  in- 
clined for  war,  and  that  they  were  both  entirely 
agreed — that,  in  fact,  their  effort  was  to  show 
how  readily  they  would  adopt  each  other's 
opinions.  Some  few  nights  ago,  when  the 
Native  Minister  gave  notice  of  some  resolu- 
tions on  the  policy  to  be  pursued  towards  the 
Natives,  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
immediately  withdrew  a  notice  of  motion 
which  he  had  given  adverse  to  the  Government. 
On  the  resolutions  being  brought  forward,  an 
amendment  was  proposed  by  an  honourable 
Captain  Fraser 


member  usoomteoted  with  either  party,  wbidi 
waa  readily  accepted  by  both.  The  ot&er  daj^ 
when  an  amendment  was  about  to  be  proposad 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Waimek  t» 
the  reply  to  His  Excellency's  message,  the  Oo* 
vemment  inunediately  took  it  and  proposad  it 
as  their  own.  The  honourable  member  foe 
Bangitikei,  who  professed  to  be  the  advocate 
of  negotiation,  now  said  that  he  would  nego* 
tiate  only  on  the  basis  of  the  terms  offered  to 
the  Waikatos,  and  seemed  to  blame  the  Govern^ 
ment  for  not  insisting  on  the  more  speed; 
restitution  of  the  plunder.  The  fact  was  that 
now  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  appeared  to  be  attempting  t» 
prove  that  he  was  inclined  for  peace,  while  thA 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  endeavooiad 
to  show  that  he  was  not  altogether  indisposed 
to  war.  Neither  party  adhered  to  their  origuoal 
position  ;  the  war  party  now  appeared  as  th» 
advocates  of  negotiation,  the  negotiation  party: 
now  seemed  advocates  of  war :  therefore  it  wa* 
that  he  felt  unhappy  with  both.  He  did  not 
think  the  Qovemment  was  fit  for  the  present 
emergency — they  were  not  prompt  enough. 
As  an  instance,  he  mentioned  a  case  in  which« 
as  soon  as  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  published  declaring  the  Government  could 
not  at  that  time  give  the  Volunteers  of  Otago- 
rifles,  a  gentleman  offered  to  procuro  as  manj 
as  were  needed  from  Melbourne  within  amontiL 
He  was  sorry  to  know  that  this  had  been  called 
a  settlers'  war  in  England,  but  in  oppoeitioi* 
to  that  idea  it  ought  to  be  known  that  tho 
principal  supporters  of  a  war  policy  were  from 
the  Middle  Island,  and  they  at  least  could  not 
be  supposed  to  have  any  selfish  interest  in  it« 
All  that  the  Middle  Island  could  reap  from  a 
war  wouM  be  probably  the  melancholy  satis- 
faction of  welcoming  to  their  homes  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  settlers  who  were  driven, 
out  of  the  Northern  Island,  and  also  the  hay- 
ing to  ^y  a  large  share  of  the  expense  of  the 
war.  But  if  in  their  war  policy  the  Qovemment 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
were  alike  unsatisfactory,  in  provincial  policy 
he  (Mr.  Dick)  considered  the  Opxjosition  fsor 
superior.  The  honourable  member  at  the  heaad 
of  the  Government  had  said  he  was  opposed, 
because  he  objected  to  the  Superintendent 
overriding  the  Provincial  Council ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Dick)  thought  that,  in  fact,  he  attempted  to  - 
override  both  Provincial  Councils  and  Supetia- 
tendents.  The  honourable  gentleman  certainly 
did  seem  to  speak  of  Superintendents  with- 
great  contempt  ever  since  he  had  ceased  to  be 
one  himself ;  but  his  conduct  towards  Provincial' 
Councils  was  not  particularly  favourable  either. 
As  an  instance  of  that,  he  (Mr.  Dick)  inen< 
tioned  that  inmiediately  after  the  passing  oC 
the  New  Provinces  Act  the  Provincial  Counoil 
of  Otago  had  agreed  upon  a  memorial  to  thtt- 
Queen,  praying  that,  on  certain  grounds  stated^ 
Her  Majesty  would  refuse  to  give  ber  sanctioor 
to  that  Act.  After  waiting  many  months,  the- 
Colonial  Secretary  was  written  to  regarding  the- 
memorial,  and  a  reply  was  'received  stating- 
that  it  had  been  mislaid  and  had  not  gonft 
Home  at  all.    The  honourable  member  at  tl» 
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bead  oi  the  OoTenunent  had  said  last  night 
that  it  would  be  nseless  to  attempt  getting  new 
ptorinceB  declaxed  by  this  House,  and    had 
stated  that  a  petition  from  Huiihiku  was  pre- 
sented two  years  ago  and  was  passed  by  in  per- 
{ectstlence .    But  why  did  not  he  draw  attention 
to  that  petition  ?    Why  did  he  not,  as  the  head 
vt  the  Government,  bring  it  forward  as  a  proper 
reason  for  giving  the  south  of  Otago  a  separate 
government  ?    Was  it  not  that  the  petition  was 
too  insignificant,  and  could  only  serve  to  show 
the  weakness  of  the  petitioners?    No ;  he  pre- 
tezied  bringing  in  the  New  Provinces  Act,  which 
he  knew  he  could  carry  in  that  Assembly,  when 
honooiable  members  from  Wellington  were  not 
present,   when  Otago  was  misrepresented   by 
some  and  only  rightly  represented  by  one — the 
venerated  Superintendent  now  no  more.    The 
honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  by  this 
mecuis  managed  to  separate  Otago,  and  on  the 
1st  of  April — April  Fools'  Day,  above  all  other 
ia.ya — the  Province  of  Southland  had  been  pro- 
claimed.    [In  proof  of  the  unfitness  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  &e  honourable  member  further 
referred  to  the  Coleman  contract  as  an  unfair 
agreement  by  which  Otago  had  been  taxed  to 
pay  a  subsidy  for  which  it  had  not  got  an  equi- 
valent advantage,  and  bad  consequently  been 
forced   to   make  steam  contracts  of   its  own. 
He   also  criticised  the  tariff,  showing  that,  in 
consequence  of  its  imperfections,  the  Commis- 
sioner «{  Customs  had  almost  monthly  to  issue 
notices    explaining  or  altering    the   previous 
notices ;  and  concluded  by  declaring  that,  as 
the  representative  of  a  province  which  had  been 
snubbed  and  injured  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, he  would  be  happy  m  giving  a  vote 
against  them.] 

Mr.  DOMETT.— Sir,  I  will  not  follow  the 
honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down  in 
bis  criticism  of  the  Customs  Act.  In  such  a 
time  as  this — at  this  crisis  of  the  colony's  fate 
— it  is  altc^ether  beside  the  mark  to  be  debating 
irhether  to  turn  out  a  Ministry  or  not  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  permitted  jews'-harps  to 
be  imported  free  of  duty.  It  is  sufficient  to 
remark  that  the  tarifi  was  not  made  a  party 
question — that  the  Customs  Act  was  i>assed,  I 
believe,  without  a  division.  It  was  therefore 
the  doing  of  the  whole  House,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  last  Parliament  are  respon- 
sible for  it.  But  the  one  question  before  us  is 
the  Native  question;  and  I  shall  confine  any 
lemarks  I  have  to  make  to  that  alone.  And 
here  I  shall  say  that  I  think  it  is  matter  for 
congratulation  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  has  so  greatly  narrowed  the  question 
at  issue  by  the  line  of  attack  he  has  Eidopted. 
For  he  has  declared  his  intention,  if  he  comes 
into  power,  of  adopting  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government  with  respect  to  the  war.  He  in- 
tends to  abide  by  the  terms  offered  to  the  rebels 
ia  tbe  Governor's  ultimatimx  sent  to  Ngarua- 
wahia.  That  is  matter  for  great  satisfaction. 
Nor  can  the  honourable  member  bo  supposed  to 
iave  taken  up  this  policy  on  the  ground  that 
hgis  forced  to  do  so  by  circumstances — that  he 
finds  the  Govemment  committed  to  a  certain 
line  of  conduct  from  which  it  cannot  now  re- 


cede. Surely  the  party  who  made  such  a 
clamour  last  session  about  the  injustice  and 
unholiness  of  the  war  cannot  now  be  willing  to 
come  into  office  to  carry  on  the  present  war,  if 
necessary,  unless  they  approve  of  the  grounds 
on  which  it  will  have  to  be  commenced.  They, 
of  all  men,  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  willing  to 
carry  on  a  war  imjust  m  its  origin.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  are  justified  in  concluding  that 
the  honourable  member  approves  of  the  policy 
of  the  Govemment  respecting  the  Waikato,  and 
the  ultimatum  offered  them.  Now,  this  is  a 
great  triumph  for  the  present  Ministers,  and  I 
congratulate  them  and  the  country  upon  it. 
But,  while  agreeing,  I  suppose,  with  the  policy 
of  the  Govemment,  the  honourable  member's 
objections  are  to  the  mode  in  which  the  present 
men  will  carry  it  out.  X  understand  his  argu- 
ment to  be  that,  judging  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  went  into  and  conducted  the  Tara- 
naki  war,  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  to  conduct 
the  impending  one.  Let  Us  consider,  then> 
some  of  the  principal  charges  by  which  he  sup- 
ports this  opinion.  He  says  it  is  owing  to  theu 
having  advised  it  that  it  has  come  to  be  c^- 
sidered  a  settlers'  war.  But  the  Governor  asked 
their  opinion ;  and,  both  by  the  agreement  of 
1856  and  by  their  oaths  M  Executive  Coun- 
cillors, they  were  bound  to  give  it.  If  they  had 
considered  it  an  unjust  and  unholy  war,  like 
the  Opposition,  of  course  they  would  not  have 
advised  it ;  but,  believing  it  just,  were  they  not 
boimd  to  say  so,  or  were  they  to  have  given  a 
false  opinion?  But  this  had  nothing  to  do  • 
with  the  origin  of  the  war.  The  war  in  its 
origin  was  not  a  settlers'  war,  but  on  Imperial 
one;  and  the  Colonial  Secretary'  has  shown 
how  decidedly  Ministers  expressed  their  opinion 
to  that  effect  before  the  war  began.  But  in  its 
objects,  though  not  in  its  origin,  the  war  is  un- 
doubtedly a  settlers'  war.  Every  one  knows 
how  the  European  has  had  for  years  to  give 
way  to  the  Maori  in  edl  matters  of  dispute 
between  them.  Every  one  knows  how  impotent 
the  Courts  of  justice  have  been  to  enforce  the 
law  against  Natives,  though  it  has  always  been 
enforced  against  whites.  I  know  it  myself  by 
experience,  for  I  have  been  a  Magistrate  in  a 
Native  district.  And  if  the  war  will  put  an 
end  to  this  shameful  state  of  things,  that  will 
be  so  great  a  bonofit  to  the  settlers  that  in  that 
sense  it  may  well  be  called  a  settlers'  war. 
Ever  since  the  foundation  of  the  colony  there 
had  been  signs  that  such  a  war  would  some  day 
come  on.  The  Natives  had  been  truckled  to  by 
every  Govemment  but  the  present  one ;  and  if, 
indeed,  their  ceasing  to  do  so  makes  this  war  a 
settlers'  war — which,  however,  it  does  not — so 
far  from  deserving  censure  for  it,  I  must  say  I 
think  they  are  deserving  of  the  highest  appro- 
bation. The  next  charge  the  honourable  mem- 
ber made  against  the  Ministry  was  one  which 
was  well  calculated  to  produce  a  grsat  impres- 
sion, if  true,  and  was  a  very  plausible  one.  It 
was  that  they  fushed  into  this  war  without 
preparation  at  Taranaki,  while  the  rest  of  the 
colony  was  in  a  defenceless  state,  and  there 
was  every  probability  of  the  Natives  rising. 
But  the  Ministers  thought  there  was  nut  thli 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120 


Want  of 


[HOUSE.] 


Confidence. 


[JULT  4 


probability ;  and  the  event  has-  proved  beyond 
all  argument  that  they  were  right.  There  haa 
been  no  outbreak.  Surely  the  Ministers  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  supposition  either 
that  their  means  of  information  were  so  good 
as  to  enable  them  to  form  the  best  opinion,  or 
that  their  estimate  of  the  Native  character  and 
probable  proceedings  was  so  just  as  to  bring 
them  to  the  right  conclusion.  For  right  it  un- 
doubtedly was.  They  took  the  very  course  in 
this  respect  they  would  have  taken  if  they  had 
had  a  perfect  foreknowledge  of  events.  But, 
even  supposing  there  was  such  a  risk,  I  ask  if 
it  did  not  aiise  from  the  dilatory  proceedings  of 
the  colonels  conducting  the  war  in  the  first 
place — in  the  second  place,  and  perhaps  much 
more,  from  the  advice  and  encouragement  given 
to  the  rebels  by  their  injudicious  friends — from 
their  being  constantly  told  by  persons  in  whom 
they  had  confidence  that  the  Queen  would 
take  a  different  view  of  the  case  from  that 
taken  by  the  Governor  and  the  Government. 
Did  not  this  miserable  conduct  of  the  war — 
which  ought  to  have  been  finished  in  a  month 
—on  the  one  hand,  and  the  constant  support 
and  encouragement  given  to  the  ilaoris  by  their 
white  friends  on  the  other,  lead  them  to  indulge 
in  the  idea  that  they  could  drive  the  Europeans 
out  of  the  Island?  This  was  not  the  fault  of 
.  Ministers.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  event 
has  shown  that  the  chances  were,  after  all, 
against  their  rising.  And  the  honourable  mem- 
ber is  calling  upon  us  to  censure  and  turn  out 
a  Ministry  for  not  foreseeing  and  providing 
against  a  contingency  which  the  event  has 
proved  they  were  right  in  considering  as  least 
likely  to  happen.  Well,  another  charge  is  that 
the  Ministers  removed  Mr.  Fenton  from  the 
Waikato,  and  that  his  proceedings,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  Waikato  Committee,  if 
allowed  to  continue,  would  have  put  a  stop  to 
the  King  movement.  Now,  with  respect  to 
that  report,  I  must  say  I  think  it  was  rather  a 
hurried  one ;  at  all  events,  it  is  not  to  be  taken 
as  infallible.  There  is,  undoubtedly,  a  great 
deal  of  useful  information  in  it ;  but  it  goes  too 
far  if  it  attributes  the  King  movement  solely 
to  a  desire  in  the  Waikato  for  law  and  order. 
No  doubt  it  is  quite  possible  that  years  ago 
the  first  dissatisfaction  of  the  Waikato  may 
have  arisen  from  their  desire  for  law  and  order ; 
but  the  character  of  the  movement  very  soon 
changed,  and  their  desire  for  a  king  meant  a 
great  deal  more  than  that.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Fenton's  removal,  the  Conmiittee  condemned 
it.  But  the  best  evidence  on  the  other  side — 
that  is,  on  the  side  of  the  Governor,  and  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Fenton's  removal — could  not  be 
brought  before  the  Committee,  as  the  principal 
chiefs  in  favour  of  the  King  movement  were 
either  at  Taranaki  engaged  in  the  war,  or  so 
disaffected  they  would  not  have  come. 

Mr.  FOX.— Who  stopped  William  Thomp- 
son? 

Mr.  DOMETT.— Whoever  stopped  him,  both 
William  Thompson  and  Potatau  were  opposed 
and  objected  to  Mr.  Fenton's  proceedings. 
These,  and  other  great  chiefs,  whose  real  in- 
fluence ia  proved  by  subsequent  events  and 
Mr.  Domett 


those  now  going  on,  believed  that  Mr.  Fenton's 
proceedings  would  lead  to  a  collision.  Potatau, 
Tamati  Ngapora,  and  others  in  person  urged 
his  removal  on  the  Governor.  Mr.  Molieui, 
Mr.  Ashwell,  and  others  thought  that  if  the 
exciting  opposition  he  kept  up  were  remored 
the  King  movement  might  die  out.  The  case 
was  undoubtedly  a  difficult  one ;  and  the  Oo- 
vemor,  acting  for  the  best,  and  desirous  not  to 
lose  a  last  chance  of  securing  peace,  listened 
to  Mr.  McLean's  advice,  though  hoping  only, 
rather  than  believing,  that  the  King  move- 
ment, if  left  alone,  might  die  out.  But  ■mbaX 
was  the  charge  against  the  Ministry  on  this 
account?  They  actually  protested  strongly 
against  Mr.  Fenton's  removal,  taking  the  same 
view  as  that  taken  by  the  Waikato  Committee 
long  after.  Why,  the  charge  is  that  they  only 
protested — that  they  did  not  resign.  But,  while 
this  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  onder- 
standing  come  to  in  1856,  will  any  one  say  that 
they  should  have  split  with  the  Governor  on 
such  grounds  ?  Was  there  anything  so  onrea- 
sonable  in  the  Governor's  listening  to  Mr. 
McLean  and  the  great  chiefs  that  the  Ministry 
were  to  break  the  terms  of  their  compact  in 
order  to  oppose  him  7  I  think  if  they  hewl  done 
so  thoy  would  certainly  have  been  censured  by 
this  House.  But  we  are  told  that  the  Ministers 
are  not  men  of  action — that  they  are  given  to 
writing  long  memoranda,  but  that  they  do 
nothing.  I  will  leave  them  to  answer  for  what 
they  have  done,  or  what  they  have  been  pre- 
vented doing.  That  they  can  write  minutes, 
and  very  able  ones,  is  certain.  But  the  men 
who  have  work  to  do  with  the  Natives  are 
rather  noticeable  for  the  opposite  qualities  of 
action.  There  is  Mr.  McLean,  who  seems  to 
have  been  throughout  the  great  bugbear  of  the 
Opposition.  He  certainly  is  not  a  particolarly 
good  hand  at  writing  mmutes,  but  he  cannot 
be  said  not  to  be  a  man  of  action. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  made  no  such  charge  against 
Mr.  McLean. 

Hr.  DOMETT.— Well,  but  he  has  been  the 
most  prominent  member  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  he — it  is  no- 
torious —  possesses  some  very  peculiar  and 
excellent  qualities  as  a  man  of  action.  I 
need  only  remind  the  honourable  member  of 
his  capture  of  a  Native  up  tbo  Wanganni 
River  who  had  distinguished  nimself  by  shoot- 
ing at  some  of  the  settlers  many  years  a^o, 
and  whom  he  carried  off  from  the  midst  of 
the  Native  population.  And  the  present  Na- 
tive Minister  certainly  had  a  reputation  in  his 
early  days,  when  residing  as  a  sheep-farmer 
in  a  Native  district,  for  decisive  qualities  of 
action,  and  for  settling  disputes  between  Na- 
tives and  settlers  —  which  would  constantly 
arise  from  the  dogs  of  the  Natives  worrying 
the  settlers'  sheep — in  a  very  bold  and  decided 
manner,  entering  their  pas  and  killing  tiieir 
dogs  when  scarcely  any  one  else  dared,  and 
keeping  on  good  terms  with  them  nevertJiieless. 
These  qualities  of  his  young  dajrs  showed  an 
active  character,  which  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  he  has  not  retained  to  the  present  day. 
And  these  two  are  the  principal  men  connected 
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irith  the  momigement  of  the  Natives.    From 
4JI  these    charges  made    by  the    hononrable 
jnembei  vre  are  required  to  infer  that  the  war 
irill  be  recommenced  without  due  precaution. 
Thi«  is  the  most  important  point  of  all,  and 
constitutes,    perhaps,    the   gravamen   of   the 
whole  attack — at   least,  is  the  consideration 
fiiat,  I  believe,  weighs   the  most  witfi  many 
honourable  members  of  this  House.    But  now 
I  thinlc  that  Hinisters  have  proved  that  they 
have  every  desire  to  take  every  precaution  pos- 
able  for  seeming  the  safety  of  the  out-settle- 
xoents  before  beginning  the  war   afresh;  for 
«ne  of  their  first  acts  this  session,  before  notice 
■ct  this  motion  was  given,  was  to  appoint  a 
.Select  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
ihe  military  defence  of  the  colony.    This  Com- 
nittee  consists  of  members   of  the   Ministry 
and  of  both  parties  in  this  House.    The  only 
object  of  appointing  this  Committee  must  be 
to  adopt,  as  tax  as  possible,  its  recommenda- 
Maas  for  the  defence  of  the  country.    There  is 
no  ground  whatever  for  supposing  the  Minis- 
try mean  to  shirk  the  duty  of  carrying  out  its 
noommendations.     I  do  not  know  that  they 
«onld  have    shown  better  in   any  other  way 
their  desire   to    consider   the  wishes  of   all 
honourable  members  in  this  respect.    I  would 
ask  now,  on  the  other  hand,  what  we  are  to 
get  by  a  change  of  Ministry  at  present.    We 
shall  show  hononrable   members  divided   in 
opinion  on  this    great   question   of   the    war. 
We  shall  have  to  put  in  men  who  are  con- 
■idered  "  peace-at-any- price  "  men.     For  we 
most  get  a  new  Ministry  from  the  Opposition 
— ^from  men  who  arc  identified  with  uie  party 
«f  the  Bishop  of  Kew  Zealand  8bnd  tiie  Church 
Hissionary  Society.    What  will  be  the  effect 
«f  this  in  England  ?    I  say  they  are  identified 
with  the  anti-English  party ;  and  it  will  be  use- 
less lor  them  to  argue  that  this  war  rests  on  a 
^erent  basis  from  the  Taranaki  war  —  that 
it  is  a  new  war,  in  fact— and  that  their  pro- 
ceedings or  opinions  with  respect  to  the  Tara- 
naki war  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  one.    Is 
it  not  notorious  that  one  of  the  main  points  in 
dispute  in  all  the  discussions  that  have  taken 
plMe,  in  all  the  pamphlets  and  documents 
that  have  been  printed  about  the  origin  of  the 
war,  was  whether  or  not  it  was  a  war  against 
the  King  movement  and  the  Land  League  or 
ftbont  a  paltry  bit  of  land  ?    The  present  Go- 
veinmant   and   its  supporters  always  rightly 
maintained  it  was  a  war  against  the  King  and 
the  League.    And  that  view  has  been  adopted 
J>y  the  Home  Government  and  by  Parliament. 
iJid  the  present  impending  war  is  avowedly 
-•gainst  the  same  objects.    Then,  if  you  put  in 
men  who  have  always  opposed  the  war  and 
that  view,  you  are  condemning  the  Home  Go- 
Wmment  and  Parliament.    You  say  to  them, 
■"  We  think  you  have  been  wrong  tdl  the  way 
ihiOTigh,  for  we  have  turned  out  the  men  who 
thought  you  right,  and  we  give  our  support  to 
those  who  oppose  you."   Will  they  not  natu- 
mlly  be  disgusted  with  us  7    Will  they  not  be 
induced  to  remove  their  troops  and  leave  us  to 
jet  oat  of  our  difficulties  as  we  best  can,  since 
^«  show  inch  disapproval  of  Uieit  zealous  and 


generous  efforts  to  assist  ns  ?  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Firth),  in 
his  eloquent  speech  the  other  night,  alluded  to 
the  old  Whigs  in  the  great  war  between  Eng- 
land and  FrcLUce,  and  asked  what  would  have 
been  thought  if  they  had  been  put  in  power 
to  conduct  the  war.  Would  England  have 
trusted  the  war  to  men  who  had  sided  with  the 
enemy  as  they  did?  Or,  look  at  the  United 
States  at  present,  and  the  terrible  war  com- 
mencing there.  What  would  you  think  if  the 
States  of  the  old  Union  were  to  take  a  party 
—  if  such  a  one  could  be  fotmd  —  from  the 
Northern  States  who  had  notoriously  advo- 
cated slavery,  for  instance,  and  been  in  favour 
of  all  the  pretensions  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  put  them  in  power,  to  carry  on  the  war 
against  the  latter?  Would  yon  not  consider 
that  it  would  be  a  great  triumph  to  the  Sonth- 
emers,  that  they  would  from,  that  moment 
think  their  new  Union  sectire,  that  they 
must  be  victorious,  that  they  and  their 
"peculiar  institution"  were  for  ever  safe 
from  the  North;  while  it  would  be  a  heavy 
blow  and  great  discouragement  to  the 
latter?  And  this  is  what  you  are  asked 
to  do  in  our  case.  You  are  asked  to  put  in 
men,  possibly  to  conduct  a  war  against  the 
Maoris,  who  have  all  along  maintained  that 
the  Maoris  are  right  and  that  the  Governor 
and  the  war  are  wrong.  Do  you  believe  this 
would  not  be  looked  upon  by  the  Maoris  as  a 
great  triumph  for  their  cause  ?  Will  they  be 
likely  to  recede  from  their  position  after  gain- 
ing such  a  triumph  ?  Does  victory  in  a  con- 
quest usuidly  make  men  abandon  what  they 
have  been  contending  for?  I  think,  instead 
of  a  Ministry  from  the  Opposition  being  in  a 
better  position  than  the  present  one  to  get  yon 
peace,  they  will  be  every  way  in  a  worse  posi- 
tion ;  for  they  will  be  looked  upon  by  the 
Maoris  as  already  concurring  in  the  propriety 
of  their  proceedings ;  and  how  are  they  now  to 
condemn  those  proceedings  and  refuse  to  grant 
their  demands  7  Or,  if  the  Natives  find  that 
the  new  Ministers — as  they  are  pledged  to  do — 
insist  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  old  ones, 
will  they  not  think  they  have  been  deceived, 
and  take  a  greater  dislike  to  friends  whom  they 
will  think  have  become  foes,  than  to  those 
whom  they  had  always,  rightly  or  wrongly,  con- 
sidered their  foes  7  I  shall  only  make  one  re- 
mark more.  It  is  said  —  though  it  requires 
some  strength  of  imagination  to  conceive  it — 
that  one  or  two  honourable  members  are  still 
in  doubt  on  this  question.  If  so,  I  would  ask 
them  to  recollect  the  old  formula  in  Courts 
of  justice — with  one  important  alteration — 
and  to  give,  not  the  Ministers,  but  the  country 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  For  it  is  a  certain 
evil  to  change  a  Sliniatry  at  the  present  crisis ; 
and  the  good  to  be  gained  they  must  allow  to 
bo  very  problematic.  X  ask  them  to  pause, 
then,  before  they  bring  upon  the  country  a 
certain  evil  for  the  chance  of  obtaining,  at  best, 
a  very  questionable  advantage. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  there  was  little  need 
for  him  to  announce  the  vote  he  was  about  to 
give,  or  to  ofEer  many  words  in  explanation  of 
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it.  H«  had  said  at  the  end  of  the  last  session 
that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  Ministry, 
bnt  was  hindered  tiom  voting  against  it  by  a 
hasty  promise  of  support  which  lie  had  given 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  and  which 
be  mnch  regretted  afterwards.  But  he  never 
went  back  from  what  he  had  once  said,  and 
stood  by  them  to  the  last.  The  pledge,  how- 
ever, expired  with  the  session,  and  he  was  now 
free  to  vote  as  he  thought.  Before  proceeding 
to  give  reasons  for  his  opinion,  he  desired  to 
explain  that,  when  he  spoke  of  the  Ministry, 
he  must  be  understood  as  speaking  of  the 
three  working  members,  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
the  Attorney-General,  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he 
had  no  confidence  in  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  or  the  gentleman  who  held  a  seat 
in  the  other  House,  Mr.  Tancred.  But  they 
were  merely  "  prancers  " — what  were  called  in 
Homeric  Greek  pareoroi,  and  in  that  of  the 
tragic  writers,  seiraphoroi  —  outside  horses 
loosely  harnessed  to  the  chariot,  whose  duty  it 
was,  not  to  draw,  but  to  caper  and  look  as 
ornamental  as  possible.  When  he  said  that  he 
had  confidence  in  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot,  he  begged  to  assure  him  that  ho  was 
not  paying  him  a  compliment  at  the  expense 
of  ms  colleagues,  which,  indeed,  that  gentle- 
man would  be  the  first  to  resent  as  an  affront, 
even  as  he  (Mr.  Carlcton)  the  other  night  had 
repudiated  an  exception  made  in  favour  of 
hin^iself  when  the  honourable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  imputed  untruth  to 
those  honourable  members  who  had  stated 
that  the  Opposition  had  resolved  not  to  treat 
the  answer  to  the  Governor's  message. as  a 
party  question.  If  he  paid  a  compliment  to 
his  honesty  it  was  at  the  expense  of  his  ability. 
But  he  might  be  allowed  to  mention  what  was 
matter  of  fact — that  some  of  the  most  excep- 
tional proceedings  of  the  Ministry  took  place 
before  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  had 
joined  them.  True,  since  then  he  had  been 
sometimes  dragged  through  the  mire.  He  (Mr. 
Carleton)  regretted  it  much,  but  his  high  opin- 
ion of  tiie  honourable  member  was  not  yet 
altered.  He  would  now  say  what  he  meant  by 
want  of  confidence  in.  the  Government.  He 
simply  meant  that  he  could  not  trust  them. 
He  did  not  accuse  them  of  great  crimes — they 
were  not  the  stuff  that  great  crimes  were  made 
from — but  he  had  found  them  shifty  and 
evasive,  violating  the  law  without  scruple  to 
carry  their  ends,  and  ready  to  sacrifice  any 
man  when  once  he  had  served  their  pur- 
pose. Ho  had  said  last  session  that  he  nad 
lost  confidence  in  the  Ministry:  nothing  had 
been  done  by  them  since  to  restore  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  themselves  had  cut  from  be- 
neath bis  feet  the  only  groimds  on  which  he 
could  have  given  them  support.  He  thought 
they  would  themselves  admit  that  he  had 
always  allowed  them  fair-play.  He  had  given 
them  full  credit  when  he  thought  they  were 
deserving  of  it ;  it  was  they  who  now  denied 
that  they  hod  deserved  it.  Ho  would  take, 
for  instance,  the  New  Provinces  Act :  he  had 
supported  them  steadily  throughout  in  it.  In 
Mr.  Carleton 


the  last  session  he  had  separated  himself  firom, 
his  friends  and  allies,  leaving  himself  abao- 
lutely  isolated  in  the  House,  in  order  to  give  •' 
casting-vote  to  the  Government ;  yet  now,  it- 
he  was  rightly  informed,  the  Government  had. 
resolved,  sooner  than  be   defeated  on  it,   to 
abandon  the  Act  to  its  fate,  leaving  him  it* 
solitary  defender.    Again,  he  had  edways  givea. 
them  credit  for  their  Native  policy  of  1858; 
he  was  now  told  by  the  honourable  member  foe 
Cheviot  that,  if  carried  out,  it  would  have  re- 
sulted in  war. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND.— It  was  I  who  said 
that  it  came  too  late. 

Mr.  CARLKTON.— No ;  he  alluded  to  what; 
had  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  fot' 
Cheviot.  That  gentleman,  in  the  face  of  the 
Waikato  Committee  Report,  had  said  that  it 
Mr.  Fenton  had  not  been  removed  from  Wai- 
kato a  war  would  have  been  the  result.  Now, 
every  one  knew  that  what  was  called  their 
Native  policy  was  Mr.  Fenton's  policy — he 
was  engaged  at  Waikato  in  carrying  it  out — 
and  now  the  House  was  told  that  his  policy 
—or  their  own,  no  matter  which  it  wais  called — 
would  have  brought  on  a  war.  That  gentle- 
man was  recalled,  and  there  is  a  war.  As  he 
had  before  said,  the  Government  were  ready 
to  sacrifice  any  man  when  once  he  had  served 
their  turn.  They  had  sacrificed  the  man  who 
had  done  more  for  them  than  any  other  who- 
could  be  named.  Always  ready  to  squeeze  the 
orange,  and  throw  away  the  rind,  they  wera. 
OS  a  broken  reed,  upon  which  if  a  man  lean  it. 
shall  run  into  his  hand  and  pierce  him.  The 
Government  had  cut  away  from  him  the' 
grounds  on  which  he  could  have  supported 
them,  and  had  given  only  too  much  cause  why 
he  should  not.  He  was  not  about  to  bring  ia 
a  Bill  of  indictment  against  them.  As  often  as 
they  went  wrong  he  had  openly  attacked  them 
in  the  House  about  it.  The  old  members  of  the' 
House  knew  the  catalogue  q{  their  sins  by  heart, 
and  he  had  no  desire  to  trouble  the  new  mem- 
bers with  it.  But  it  was  a  remarkable  fact 
that  never  in  one  instance  had  he  been  able- 
to  bring  the  Government  to  bay.  He  made  a 
rule  of  never  attacking  unless  perfectly  sure  of 
his  ground  and  after  careful  inquiry.  Again 
and  again  had  he  thrown  down  the  glove ;  but 
never  yet  hod  they  accepted  the  challenge. 
Invariably,  when  he  tried  to  drive  them  into 
a  corner  they  found  some  means  of  evasion. 
He  did  not  wish  to  bring  a  Bill  of  indictment 
against  them ;  he  desired  to  place  the  question 
on  a  broader  basis  than  that  of  fault-finding 
with  the  past.  It  appeared  to  him  that  all  in 
the  House  were  of  one  mind  about  the  most' 
important  matter  of  all — it  was  agreed  that 
certain  work  had  to  be  done ;  and  the  real 
question  for  consideration  was,  which  set  of 
men  could  do  it  best  and  with  the  least  amount, 
of  evil.  It  was  not  a  party  question ;  it  rose, 
above  that.  The  honourable  member  for  Nel- 
son City  (Mr.  Domett),  who  had  just  sat  down,' 
had  spoken  of  "  the  opposite  party."  He  (Mr. 
Carleton)  did  not  know  where  to  look  for  it.' 
He  was  quite  aware  of  the  expression,  "  the 
peooe-at-any-price  party;"  but  it  was  most  dis-: 
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grxwfal  in  those  trlio  naed  it,  fot  they  knew 
that  it  had  no  existence.  He  believed  that 
there  was  not  on  old  member  of  the  Hoose  who 
had  not  in  the  last  session  declared  himself 
for  a  vigorous  piosecation  of  the  war.  Even 
those  who  beueved  that  it  had  been  com- 
manoed  unjnstly  admitted  that  we  had  no 
choice  left  bat  to  persevere.  "  Peace-at-any- 
^ce  party  "  wcks  in  itself  merely  a  party  cry, 
nsed  hx  electioneering  pnrposes  by  the  very 
man  who  protested  against  Uie  war  being  made 
a  party  question.  It  was  a  foul  calumny  to 
say  that  there  were  any  who  desired  less  than 
an  honourable  peace.  That  there  is  a  "  peace 
party  "  was  trae.  He  believed  that  all  in  that 
House,  including  the  Ministry,  if  their  pro- 
fessions were  to  be  depended  on,  belonged  to 
the  peace  party,  He  could  not  doubt  the  de- 
sire of  the  Oovetninent  that  the  insurgent  Na- 
tives should  accept  the  Qovemor's  terms.  That 
was  the  common  object,  and  the  only  question 
was,  how  that  object  could  be  most  easily 
attained.  Nbw,  it  had  been  admitted  from  the 
Ministerial  bench  that  the  Natives  had  no 
loDger  any  confidence  in  the  Oovemor.  This 
was  only  too  true.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  would 
always  be  among  the  first  to  assert  his  belief 
in  the  rectitude  of  His  Excellency's  intentions ; 
bat  it  was  unfortunately  the  case  that  the 
Oovemor  had  been  so  often  deceived,  and  had 
90  often  acted  upon  false  or  insufficient  in- 
formation, that  the  Natives  had  come  to  the 
almost  unanimous  conclusion  that  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  deceiving  them.  Nothing  could 
root  that  out  of  their  minds.  On  this  sabject 
he  would  say  no  more,  being  always  anxious 
to  avoid  dragging  the  Governor's  name  into 
debate.  But  the  Native  want  of  confidence 
extended  beyond  that ;  it  extended  to  the  Oo- 
vemor's  Ministeis.  And  he  would  now  appeal 
to  them,  and  ask  whether  they  were  the  like- 
liest men  to  carry  out  the  common  object. 
Would  the  Natives  listen  to  anything  proposed 
by  them  ?  He  considered  this  as  the  main  point 
of  the  debate.  He  would  not  prophesy — he 
woold  not  undertake  to  say  Uiat,  if  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  remained  in  office,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  effect  a  peace ;  but  there 
coald  not  be  a  doubt  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei  and  his  friends,  who 
had  the  confidence  of  the  Natives,  would 
be  able  to  come  to  better  terms  with  them 
than  the  present  Ministry  could.  It  was  they 
who  stood  between  peace  and  the  colony.  He 
would  ask  them  whether  they  were  not  the 
main  obstacle  to  an  adjustment  of  the  dispute. 
They  were  personally  obnoxious  to  the  Natives. 
The  other  side  of  the  House  were  pledged  to 
insist  upon  the  Governor's  terms,  and  they 
had  pledged  themselves  heartily  to  support  any 
new  Ministry  who  would  do  so.  They  had  said 
it,  and  he  expected  them  to  keep  to  it.  Let 
them  couple  their  own  pledge  with  the  fact  of 
their  being  themselves  the  great  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  a  quiet  adjustment,  and  they  would 
see  the  necessity  of  a  cbcuige.  This  ought  to 
be  the  turning-point  of  the  debate.  He  would 
now  advert  to  some  of  the  observations  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and 


othen  who  had  spoken.  The  CSolonial  Seote> 
tary,  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech,  had 
complained  of  "  the  peculiar  position  of  a  Go- 
vemment,  under  a  motion  which  made  na 
specific  charge,  yet  left  it  open  to  the  mover  to 
bring  any  charge  he  pleased."  In  other  worda» 
he  did  not  like  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence. 
This  was  a  most  unfortunate  subject  for  thai 
honourable  member  to  touch  upon.  M  th» 
commencement  of  the  session  of  1858  he  (Mr. 
Carleton),  who  did  not  then  understand  tha- 
Ministers  as  well  as  he  did  now,  and  was  do* 
siroos  that  they  should  remain  in  office,  had 
given  his  opinion  in  the  House  that  they  ought 
not  to  resign  upon  anything  short  of  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence,  or  a  defeat  upon  some  very 
important  question,  as,  for  instance,  the  Native  - 
question;  for  he  desired  the  free  use  of  his 
own  vote,  without  being  perpetually  told  that 
if  he  voted  against  the  Government  he  might 
bring  about  a  change  of  Ministry.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  (Mr.  Stafford)  took 
upon  himself  to  answer  with  a  high-handed 
lecture,  in  terms  which  he  (!Mr.  Carleton) 
would  only  characterize  as  insolent.  He  wens 
on  to  say,  in  effect,  that  if  the  Ministry  had 
not  sufficiently  the  confidence  of  the  House  to 
carry  all  before  them  they  would  instantly  re- 
sign, with  much  more  to  the  same  purpose. 
He  (Mr.  Carleton)  was  enabled  to  set  him 
down  by  showing  that  he  had  altogether  mis- 
represented the  words  which  had  been  used;, 
but  the  bravado  remained  on  record.  And  how 
far  did  that  honourable  member  subsequently 
act  up  to  his  word?  The  Government  sub- 
mitted to  a  series  of  the  most  humiliating  de- 
feats on  important  questions,  clinging  to  affico 
with  desperate  tenacity,  and  proving  that  no- 
thing short  of  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
could  drive  them  out.  On  one  occasion  in  tha 
last  session  he  had  urged  them  to  make  a 
stand,  and  had  offered  to  vote  with  them,  foe 
very  shame.  He  would  now  take  up  the  next 
point  in  his  speech.  That  honourable  mem- 
ber had  endeavoured,  outside  the  House  as 
well  as  inside,  to  Inake  it  appear  that  tha 
objection  was  not  to  their  measures,  but  to 
themselves.  There  was  a  jingling  phrase 
which  had  obtained  currency  in  England  some 
years  ago — "  Measures,  not  men  ; "  but  tha 
good  sense  of  the  English  people  soon  turned' 
it  upside-down,  converting  it  into  "  Men,  not 
measures."  It  was  clear  that  the  measures, 
would  depend  upon  the  men.  But  that  honour- 
able member  had  laboured  hard  to  show 
that  various  members  of  the  Government  had 
roused  various  personal  enmities,  and  that 
all  the  enemies  combined,  though  perhaps  on 
opposite  grounds,  might  have  power  to  oust  tha 
Ministry.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  considered  tha 
term  "  enemies  an  exceedingly  improper  onei 
He  did  not  believe  in  personal  enmities  on 
merely  political  grounds.  No  one  had  taken  a 
more  active  part  in  colonial  politics  than  himr 
self ;  yet  he  could  declare  that,  if  he  were 
conscious  of  feeling  personal  enmity  to  any 
one,  he  would  not  venture  to  lay  his  head  on 
his  pillow  till  ho  had  torn  the  feeling  from 
his  heart;  and,  although  no  one,  perhaps,  had 
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'  spoken  or  written  on  political  matters  more  bit- 
terly than  himself,  he  did  not  believe  that 
two  men  coold  be  named  who  felt  ill-will 
towturds  him,  or  who  would  do  him  an  ill  turn 
if  they  could.  The  expression  made  use  of 
by  the  Ciolonial  Secretary  was  in  itself  a  con- 
>demnation  of  the  Government.  Kimiity  might 
'he  incurred  by  an  injustice  done,  an  affront 
«fiered,  or  a  trick  played ;  but  not  by  differ- 
ence in  political  opinion.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  Government  had  done  such  things — 
the  Government  had  accused  themselves.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  had  gone  on  to  mention 
an  interview  with  an  influential  Waikato 
-chief,  who  had  said  to  him,  "How  can  you 
-expect  the  Natives  not  to  persevere  in  their 
course,  when  one-half  of  your  runanga  are 
backing  them  up  in  it  7  "  Now,  he  called  upon 
the  honourable  member  to  say  whether  he 
performed  his  duty,  which  was  immediately  to 
undeceive  that  chief  ?  Did  he,  or  did  he  not, 
inform  him  that  the  statement  was  absolutely 
false?  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  would  now  inform 
the  House  what  he  had  recently  taken  upon 
himself  to  do.  He,  who  was  said  to  belong  to 
the  philo-Maori  or  peace- at-any-price  party, 
had  been  at  work  on  the  other  side.  Having 
learned  that  the  Bishop  and  Sir  William 
Martin  had  been  exerting  themselves  to  obtain 
the  lowering  of  the  King's  flag,  he  endeavoured 
to  throw  what  weight  ho  could  into  the  scale. 
He  was  well  known  to  the  Natives,  and  sent  a 
message  to  them.  He  took  upon  himself  to  let 
them  know  that,  although,  as  they  well  knew, 
they  had  plenty  of  friends  in  the  white 
rnnanga,  who  would  never  see  the  Natives 
wronged  if  they  could  help  it,  yet  that  so 
long  as  the  King's  flag  was  flying  he  felt  cer- 
tain that  not  a  single  member  of  tiie  House 
would  open  his  lips  in  behalf  of  Waikato.  He 
'Stood  there  before  the  House,  and  was  open  to 
leproof  if  he  had  misrepresented  the  feeling  of 
-any  member  in  it.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
.had  gone  on  to  speak  of  the  "  pernicious  advice 
-of  those  who  said  to  the  Natives, '  Go  on  and 
prosper  in  your  rebellious  spirit.' "  Who  had 
■aid  this,  or  anything  like  it  7  To  whom  could 
he  bringthis  home  ?  Let  him  speak  if  he 
-could.  These  vague  charges,  made  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  catching  votes,  were  exceedingly 
improper,  and  showed  utter  want  of  scruple  in 
those  who  depended  on  them.  He  (Mr.  Carle- 
ton)  could  not  answer  for  every  expression 
that  had  been  used  by  pakeha- Maoris,  or  bad 
characters  living  among  them  ;  but  this  he 
tronld  answer  for :  that  no  person  of  any  real 
position  or  influence — no  one  whose  words  were 
worth  notice — had  used  a  single  expression  of 
encouragement  to  that  rebellious  spirit.  Every 
attempt  to  prove  it  had  failed.  But  he  would 
tell  the  House  what  had  been  said  to  the 
Natives  by  their  friends — ^namely,  that  there 
was  such  a  thing  in  existence  as  English  law, 
to  which  they  must  ultimately  look  for  redress. 
And  he  would  here  take  occasion  to  observe 
that  he  had  heard  for  some  time  past  mnch 
noisy  talk  about  the  Queen's  "  supremacy,"  as 
it  was  called.  He  should  himself  say  "jovQ- 
aeignty." 

Mr,  Carleton 


Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Both  terms  are 
correct. 

Mr.  CARLETON.  —  Possibly  so  ;  but  he 
should  like  to  have  heard  a  little  more  from 
Englishmen  about  the  supremacy  of  law.  No 
member  of  that  House  held  stronger  opiniona 
in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown.  He  wu 
notoriously  a  high  prerogative  man,  and  carried 
his  ideas  to  an  extravagant  length.  He  could 
not  help  it — he  was  bom  and  bred  in  them. 
He  held  the  non-resistance  doctrine — he  nuun- 
tained  that  no  amount  of  oppression  eonld 
justify  armed  resistcmce  to  the  Grown.  Let 
that  doctrine  be  carried  out  to  its  logical  con- 
sequences, and  applied  to  Cromwell  aod 
Washington.  What  would  be  the  conclusion? 
Was  there  an  honourable  member  in  the  Honse 
who  would  go  with  him  as  fax  as  that?  The 
answer  was  what  he  expected.  He,  at  all 
events,  was  consistent;  but  the  loudest  talk 
about  the  "  Queen's  supremacy "  had  been 
from  certain  honourable  gentlemen  of  veiy 
Radical  principles  indeed.  He  feared  it  yni 
more  upon  the  lip  than  in  the  heart  with  them. 
What  he  desired  to  insist  npon  was  this :  that 
if  the  supremacy  of  the  law  had  been  regarded, 
we  could  have  had  no  quarrel  at  Waitara.  Had 
the  Government  not  resorted  to  proceedings 
unauthorized  by  law,  there  would  not  have 
been  war  at  all.  ['The  honourable  member 
proceeded  to  defend  the  Government  in  regard 
to  their  relaxation  of  the  Arms  Ordinance, 
although  in  the  last  session  he  had  declined  to 
follow  them  round  the  compass  when  they 
changed  their  own  minds;  and,  after  allud- 
ing in  complimentary  terms  to  the  eloquent 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church,  expressed  his  dissent  from  some  ot 
that  gentleman's  views.]  He  would  desire 
to  correct  a  misimpression  which  seemed  to 
annoy  the  honourable  member  for  Chriat- 
chnrch.  That  honourable  gentleman  appeared 
to  think  that  the  conduct  of  the  Southern 
Island  members,  in  reference  to  the  war,  had 
been  assailed.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  was  not 
aware  of  anything  said  to  that  effect.  He  had 
heard  an  allusion  made  to  it  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert) ;  bnt 
that  had  seemed  to  him  to  be  rather  of  a  com- 
plimentary nature.  But  he  would  state  the 
case  as  between  the  two  Islands.  He  might 
be  allowed  to  say  what  was  matter  of  fact— 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  from 
the  Northern  Island  had  been  from  the  first 
adverse  to  the  war.  It  was  also  a  fact  that  the 
Southern  Island  members — ^he  would  admit 
with  perfect  rectitude  of  intention — had  over- 
borne them  with  votes  —  had  coerced  the 
Northern  majority.  The  question  now  arose, 
how  was  the  burden  to  be  shared.  The  House 
by  resolution  had  promised  "  men  and 
money "  to  the  Governor.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christohuroh  had  said  to  the 
Northern  men,  "  We  will  share  the  lut 
farthing  we  have  with  you  to  get  you  out  of 
your  difficulties."  Very  likelv.  Buthowaboat 
"the  men"?  Money  could  be  had  for  the 
borrowing — repayment  of  the  principal  would 
not  fall  on  this  genemtian;  hot  the  real  boiden 
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-WM  the  sapply  of  men— the  leaving  of  homes 
and  the  destrnction  of  oocupations.    Did  the 
Sonthem  membeis,  who  had  coerced' as,  desiie 
that  all  the  defence  of  the  colony  should  be 
undertaken    by   only   the  Northern  Militia? 
The  honooiable  member  for  Christohurch  had 
objected    to    a    yote    of   want   of   confidence 
mider  present  circumstances.    He  would  have 
08  support  the  Government  now,  and  fight  it 
out  a^rwards.     "  I  abjure  faction,"  said  he, 
"in   such  a  time  as  this — a  time  of  war." 
Had   that   honourable    member    been    there 
in  the  last  session,  he  would  have  known  that 
he  (Mr.  Carleton)  had  then  used  the  same 
argument.     He  liad  volunteered  to  support  the 
Government,  though   having   many  causes  of 
complaint  against  them,  because,  to  repeat  the 
expression  used  at  the  time,  "  they  knew  the 
ropes."    It  became  a  stock  phrase  for  the  rest 
of  the  session.      But  further  experience  had 
shown  him  that  Ministers  did  not  know  the 
ropes;  therefore  he   was  prepared  to  transfer 
the  government  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei   and    his    party,  who   knew  much 
more  about  the   matter  than  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on   the  Ministerial  benches.    The 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  had  ob- 
jected to  being    considered  as  a  novus  Junno 
— "a  freshman,"  as  he  said — and  applied  his 
Indian  experience  to  New  Zealand.    He  (Mr. 
Carleton)   did   not  put  the  same  interpreta- 
tion on  the  Latin  expression — it  signified,  not 
a  "freshman,"   but  a   man   who  had  not  a 
grandfather.     It  was  the   epithet  applied  to 
Cicero — "  hie  tiovus,  Arpinas,  ignobilis  " — who, 
nevertheless,  rose  to  the  title  of  Pater  patrice, 
the  father  of  his  country.    He  (Mr.  Carleton) 
entertained  unfeigned  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  the  honourable  member,  who  had  been  a 
tried  man,  and   a  successful  man,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  unparalleled  difficulty  ;  but  still 
he  thought  him  in  error  in  applying  his  Asiatic 
experiences  to  the  Maori.    The  Maori  no  more 
resembled  the  Asiatics  of  India  than  he  did  the 
negro  or  the    European.    He   belonged  to  a 
different  race  of  men.     He  (Mr.  Carleton)  had 
been  fifteen  years  studying  the  Native  question, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  people 
was  BO  easy  to  govern.    All  the  difficulties  had 
arisen  from   our  own  gross  mismanagement. 
The  Maori  had  what  the  Asiatic  had  not — the 
keenest  natural  sense  of  justice.     By  appealing 
to  that,  yon  could  do  what  you  would  with  him, 
when  neither  force  nor  harshness  would  avail. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honourable  member  had 
misunderstood  him.  A  million  of  men  had 
called  him  (Mr.  Wilson)  father ;  and  parental 
government  signified  strictness  as  well  as  kind- 
ness, not  harshness. 

Mi.  carleton  was  merely  arguing 
that  the  same  recipe  would  not  serve  for  the 
two  races.  What  if  he,  freshly  arrived  in 
India,  hod  informed  a  gentleman  of  the  ex- 
perience of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  that  the  Asiatic  could  be  governed 
by  merely  adhering  to  justice  in  dealmg  with 
mm?  He  would  probably  have  been  an- 
swered— and  very  properly,  too — that  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter— that  his  New  Zea- 


land experience  would  not  serve  him  thetSi 
He  would  now  pass  on  to  the  speech  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr, 
Domett).  That  honourable  member,  in  allud- 
ing to  the  pledge  of  the  honourable  member  foft 
Btutgitikei  to  stand  by  the  Oovemor's  ulti- 
matum addressed  to  the  Natives  at  Ngarua- 
wahia,  had  professed  himself  unable  to  un- 
derstand it ;  but  it  was  he  himself  who  had' 
mystified  the  matter,  for  a  declaration  moiQ- 
clear  and  explicit  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  had  never 
heard  in  that  House.  The  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei  had  commented  on  the  Go- 
vernor's letter  to  the  Natives  line  by  line  :  he 
had  stated  what  parts  he  did  agree  with,  and 
what  parts  he  did  not.  But,  if  there  were  any 
misapprehension  still  remaining,  he  (Mr.  Carle- 
ton) would  advise  that  honourable  member,  in 
his  reply,  to  repeat  word  for  word  what  he  had 
said  or>  that  subject  in  his  opening  speeoh. 
He  would  now  offer  a  few  words  to  the  House- 
concerning  the  present  position  of  affairs. 
There  were  three  separate  questions  to  deal' 
with — that  of  Waitara,  of  Ngatiruanui,  and  of 
Waikato.  As  to  Waitara,  he  held  the  same 
opinions  as  those  he  did  last  session  ;  and  even 
more  strongly  still,  for  he  had  formerly  had  au 
uneasy  feeling  that  possibly  he  might  have 
insufficient  Imowledge,  notwithstanding  the 
labour  he  had  bestowed  on  the  case — that  he 
might  be  ignorant  of  some  essential  fact.  But 
when  the  memorandum  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer appeared,  in  answer  to  Sir  William 
Martin's  pamphlet,  also  the  "  Notes "  pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Government,  his  mind' 
was  set  quite  at  ease.  It  was  evident  that  the 
Government  had  put  the  whole  of  their  case^ 
their  best  leg — ^foremost.  If  they  had  nothing 
to  say  better  than  that,  they  were  altogether 
in  the  wrong  at  Waitara.  Judging  from  the- 
loads  of  lumber  with  which  the  points  of  the 
question  had  been  overlaid,  he  presumed  that 
the  memorandum  and  the  "  Notes  "  had  not  been 
written  for  New  Zealand,  where  people  could 
shovel  away  the  rubbish  to  the  right  and  left,. 
but  for  Engliuid,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  any  one  there  to  understand  anything  at  aU. 
The  plain  fact  was  that  the  Government  had 
gone  to  war  for  an  idea — the  abolition  of  the 
tribal  right.  When  they  found  that  this  wonld 
not  do,  they  shifted  their  grotmd,  and  main- 
tained that  William  King  was  not  the  proper 
person  to  exercise  that  right.  The  Government 
might  deny  this  if  they  pleased,  but  he  was 
refidy  to  make  it  good.  He  had  taken  the 
pains  to  collate  the  various  passages  in  which 
the  question  was  raised  by  the  Government, 
and  had  them  beside  him  if  needed,  but  did 
not  desire  to  trouble  the  House  with  them.  It 
would  suffice  to  remind  the  House  that  there 
was  an  explicit  denial  of  the  tribal  right  con- 
tained in  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot's- 
address  to  his  constituents.  It  was  only  fair 
to  say  that  the  honourable  member  himself 
put  another  construction  on  the  paragraph; 
and,  of  course,  a  single  word  from  him  as  to  hia 
intention  was  enough.  But  words  had  to  be 
taken  as  they  were  set  down.  He  had  examined 
them  again  and  again,  and  could  not  force  any- 
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•  other  interpietation^  Bat  this  he  did  believe : 
that  the  honourable  member  had  altogether 
mistaken  the  nature  of  tribal  right,  supposing 
it  to  be  some  despotic  authority  residing  in  the 
chief,  instead  of  what  it  really  was — the  ez- 
«rcise  of  authority  by  the  tribe  through  their 
iepresentative  the  chief.  But  he  (Mr.  Carleton) 
'iras  willing  to  admit,  on  the  principle  already 
laid  down  hy  him,  that  no  amount  of  op- 
pression  justified    armed    resistance    to   the 

■j<2ueen. '  In  that  he  was  consistent ;  but 
/^e  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Ck>vemment  had  said  that  he  had  never 
considered  William  King  to  be  a  rebel.  From 
that  only  one  conclusion  could  be  drawn — 
namely,  that  the  Oovemor  was  himself  "  an 
armed  trespasser."  But  it  was  needless  going 
into  that  question,  the  Waitara  war  having 

■come  to  an  end.  That  fact  entirely  altered 
;the  position  of  those  honourable  members  who 
during  the  last  session  were  called  "  the  peace 
partgr."    It  left  them  entirely  free  as  regarded 

'-the  tntnre.  There  was  no  inconsistency  between 
the  protest  against  injustice  in  the  last  session 
and  the  support  they  had  given  to  the  Governor 
in  the  present  session.     The  main  difficulty 

',liad  been  cleared  away.  But  he  would  go 
further,  and  say  this:  that  he,  for  his  part, 
'would  never  have  made  such  a  peace  as  that. 
He  could  only  attribute  it  to  the  contemptn- 

'  ous  expression  used  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
— an  expression  which  might  have  fallen  from 

i'the  pen  of  Sir  Comewall  Lewis  himself — that 
at  would  give  him  pleasure  to  learn  that  the 
Governor  "  had  accommodated  his  quarrel  with 
William  King."    Aooordinely,  His  Excellency 

C seeds  to  Taranaki  to  make  peace  with  some- 
y.    ITot  finding  Kibg,  he  offers  his  terms  to 

•  some  one  else.  What  said  Tamati  Waka,  on 
liiB  return  from  that  expedition  ?  He  said, 
"They  have  made  peace  with  slaves."  He 
could  not  find  words  to  express  his  sense  of  the 
madness  of  removing  the  war  from  Taranaki, 
and  scattering  the  seeds  of  it  throughout  the 
'Island.  There  had  been  an  understanding  with 
the  Natives,  faithfully  kept  by  them,  that,  so 
long  as  we  confined  the  war  to  that  district, 
:they  would  do  the  same.  Our  main  object 
.should  have  been  to  have  decided  the  question 
on  that    battle-ground.    He    did    not   speak 

.  selfishly  as  an  Auckland  man,  though  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  a  change  took  place  in  the 
feeling  of  the  Auckland  war  party  as  soon  as 
the  war  approached  their  own  hearths.  He  did 
not  wish  that  Taranaki  should  bear  all  the  evil, 
for  no  one  could  sympathize  with  those  unfor- 
tunate people  more  than  he  :  but  the  province 
hod  been  laid  waste,  and  no  more  harm  could 
be  done  there  than  had  been  done  already.  The 
ruin  was  complete.  The  consequence  of  that 
peace  was  that  the  colony  was  now  much  more 
in  jeopardy  than  ever.  The  next  question  was 
that  of  Ngatiruonui.  No  one  haa  ever  said  a 
word  in  their  behalf.  He  believed  that  the 
Government  had  been  lax  in  their  endeavour  to 
procure  the  surrender  of  the  murderers.  He 
•'did  not  speak  without  reason  for  that  belief, 
;but  did  not  wish  to  press  the  Government  bard, 
•because,  from  the  position  of  Ngatinianoi,  and 
Mr.  Carleton 


from  other  causes,  he  did  not  himself  see  hem 
they  were  to  be  dealt  with.  He  predicted 
that  Ngatiruanui  would  be  the  great  difficulty 
of  the  next  Government.  As  to  Waikato,  it 
was  clear  that  the  king's  flag  hod  to  came 
down.  The  Home  Government  hi9>d  taken  a  verf 
practical  view  of  the  matter  :  they  had  desired ' 
to  see  the  quarrel  about  land  at  Waitara  pat 
an  end  to,  bat  had  said  that  they  eoald  not 
allow  two  Kings  of  Brentford  smelling  at  ooe 
nosegay.  But  he  believed  that  if  the  right 
means  were  adopted  the  flag  would  be  quietly 
given  up.  The  great  thing  was,  to  send  the 
right  men  to  treat.  Unfortunately,  however, 
in  those  men  in  whom  the  Governor  had  con- 
fidence the  Natives  had  none ;  and  those 
whom  the  Natives  trusted  the  Governor  did 
not.  It  was  idle  attempting  to  negotiate  vnQi- 
out  sending  those  whom  the  Natives  would 
listen  to ;  and  unless  the  right  men  were  sent 
he  should  believe  that  the  real  desire  was  to 
provoke  a  new  war,  and  that  the  professions  of 
the  Government  were  a  sham.  He  had  already 
trespassed  too  long  on  the  attention  of  the 
House:  he  would  merely  say,  in  conclnsion, 
that  they  must  now  take  things  as  they  foond 
them,  and  make  the  best  of  them.  In  diplo- 
matic language,  they  had  to  "  accept  the  situa- 
tion." They  had  been  brought  into  difiScnlty, 
they  had  to  do  their  utmost  to  make  a  peace- 
able adjustment,  and,  failing  that,  to  fight  their 
way  out  of  it.  He  was  for  no  half-measur». 
The  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  had 
stated  his  intentions ;  tmd  what  he  had  said  he 
expected  him  to  keep  to.  He  had  stated  his 
own  views  that  day  without  reserve  ;  and  this 
much  he  would  say  :  that  if  it  shotild  hereafter 
appear  that  the  honourable  member  for  Bskngi- 
tikei  had  any  afterthought— that  there  was  amy 
paltering  with  words  •  in  a  double  sense — he 
would  himself  be  the  first  to  desert  him. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  cannot  congratulate 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  on  the 
kind  of  support  which  has  been  promised  him 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands.  The  threat  with  which  he  has  just 
concluded  his  address  seems  to  indicate  a 
belief  that  at  some  time  or  other  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  will  be  false  to  the 
pledges  he  has  offered  this  House. 

Mr.  CARLETON.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— No,  the  hoiionrable 
member  did  not  say  so  ;  but  he  threatened  to 
desert  his  honourable  friend  if  he  played  false. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  will  be  very  grateful  for  a  promise 
of  support  ending  with  so  ominous  a  pre- 
diction. For  my  part,  I  can  only  say  that 
I  accept  the  pledges  given  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  on  the  Native 
question;  and  I  think  that,  as  the  leader 
of  his  party,  he  can  afford  to  take  his  course 
without  being  much  frightened  at  the  rod 
which  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands  has  held  over  him.  I  must  cer- 
tainly congratulate  the  House  and  the  oonntty 
upon  the  course  which  the  honourable  memb^ 
for  Rangitikei  has  taken  with  regard  to  the 
crisis  in  which  we  are  placed.    At  last  we  mm 
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'Baited  in  the  prinoiplea  on  which  any  Qowera- 
nwit  most  be  oaiiied  on,  and  shall  escape  the 
"irtal  dissensions  that  have  hitherto  existed  as 
to  the  attitude  we  shoold  hold  towards  the  Na- 
trro  people.    I  am  nnwUling,  on  that  aooonnt, 
to  criticise  too  narrowly  the  ohjectiona  which 
luTe  been  raised  in  this  debate  to  the  Qo- 
femor's  proceedings  at  Tarooaki;    but  there 
'Was  one  which  I  cannot  avoid  referring  to,  be- 
<,caase,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  very  great  injustice 
has  been  done  both  to  the  Governor  and  Minis- 
^ters.    I  allude  to  the  terms  which  were  offered 
to  the  Ngatiawa,  at  Waitara,  last  April.    The 
peace  then  made  has  been  cidled  a  cUsgracef  ul 
■Md  dishanonraUe  one ;  and  the  Governor  has 
been  blamed  for  calling  for  a  cessation  of  hos- 
<tilitis8  just  as  the  troops  were  on  the  point  of 
-ftorming  Pukerangiora.      I  think  it  was  the 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  partioolar, 
who  censured  the  Governor  for  not  doing  what 
•he  termed  ."keeping  the  war  at  Taranaki." 
>Kaw,  I  think  that  was  the  most  fortunate  thing 
itfaat  under  any  citoumstanoes  could  have  been 
.done,  quite  apart  from  the  question  of  the  terms 
-of  peace,  and  even  if  the  Natives  had  themselves 
.heen  willing  to  keep  up  the  war  there.    The 
-dazaoter  of  the  country  was  sachthat  military 
.operations  were  extremely  difficult,  and  we  had 
come  to  a  point  where  sixty  miles'  depth  of 
forest  was  no  inviting  prospect  in  our  future 
advance.    But  will  any  one  having  the  least 
.aoqoaintance   with  the  facts   pretend    to    be 
.ignorant  that    the  insurrection   collapsed   at 
waitataby  the  »ct  of  the  Natives  themselves  ? 
Did  not  William  Thompson  go  down  with  the 
epenly-avowed  object  of  withdrawing  the  Wai- 
Jtttoe?    Did  they  not  all  decamp  one  mom- 
'  ing  after  their  interview  with  Mr.  KcLean ;  and 
did  not  Haparona  and  Patukakariki  themselves 
'•sk  for  peace  7     Would  yon  have  had  the  Go- 
vemor  go  on  fighting    with  them  after  they 
had  made  their  sabmission  ?    I  cannot  for  the 
•life  of  me  understand  how  honourable  members 
can  do  otherwise  than  rejoice  at  the  cessation 
of  hostilitieg  at  that  time,  nor  how  they  can 
waste  BO   much  virtuous  indignation  on  the 
tenns  of  peace.     We  should  aU  be  glad  enough 
to  have  got  well  out  of  such    a  country  for 
military'  operations,  and,  above  all,  to  have  got 
free  at    last   from   the   wretched  controvsrsy 
about  the  "  land  quarrel."    I  always  thought 
that  Patukakariki  and  his  immediate  followers, 
who  were  in  anna  against  us,  were  fighting  for 
what  they  really  believed  to  be  their  rights : 
4md  how  can  we  do  other  than  rejoice  that  they 
should  have  abandoned  the.  delusion  that  any 
rights  could    be  successfully  maintained   by 
insuirection,  and  that    they    voluntarily  re- 
tamed   to  tiieir   allegiance  7    One  thing  the 
:terms  of  peace  at  Waitara  have  done — they 
have  allowed  us  to  look  without  prejudice  at 
^the  real  question  of  whether  the  Queen's  sove- 
reignty in  New  Zealand  shall  be  maintained 
or  not ;  and  have  enabled  us  to  come  at  last  to 
the  unanimous  conclusions  contained  in  the 
nsolutions  of  the  other  night,  and  the  address 
to  the  Governor  which  has  just  been  passed. 
The  peace  of  Waitara  has  enabled  us  all  to  say 
<tbat  we  will  stand  by  the  Governor  in  his 


declaration  to  the  Waikato  tribes  at  Ngarua- 
wahia.  I  was  glad  indeed  to  hear  the  honooz- 
able  member  for  Rangitikei  give  his  adhesion 
to  the  terms  demanded  in  that  declaration; 
for  his  objection  to  the  two  passages  quoted  by 
him  does  not  afieot  his  complete  aooeptanoe  of 
the  terms  themselves.  But  he  made  one  state- 
ment in  the  course  of  his  speech  to  wtnoh  I 
think  it  necessary  to  refer,  because  I  think  he 
is  likely  to  be  led  by  it  into  the  most  serious 
difficulty  in  the  event  of  his  coming  into  power. 
The  honourable  gentleman  laid  dovm  three 
principles  on  which  his  jralicy  would  be  guided 
in  this  question  :  first,  that  "  this  war  should 
be  carefully  defined  and  separated  from  the 
Taranaki  war ;"  secondly,  that  the  Governor's 
terms  to  Waikato  should  be  maintained  —  only 
the  honourable  member  took  exception  to  the 
two  passages  in  the  declaration  which  referred 
to  the  chairacter  of  the  king-movement,  and  to 
the  Governor  having  the  Queen's  commands 
to  establish  her  sovereign^ ;  and,  thirdly, 
that,  if  submission  to  the  Governor's  terms 
were  not  voluntarily  made,  it  must  be  enforced 
by  arms.  Now,  I  do  not  well  see  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  set  about 
sej>arating  this  war  from  the  Taranaki  war  at 
the  same  time  that  he  accepts  the  terms  to 
Waikato ;  for  two  out  of  those  terms  expressly 
require  restoration  of  the  plunder  taken  in  the 
Taranaki  war,  and  compensation  for  the  loiM* 
sustained  by  the  settlers.  If  it  had  happened 
that  I  had  been  in  the  Government,  I  uionld 
certainly  have  advised  the  Governor  to  say 
nothing  in  his  declaration  to  Waikato  about 
either  the  plunder  or  the  compensation.  1 
should  have  desired  to  place  the  one  single 
demand  before  them,  of  submission  to  the 
Queen's  authority ;  and  left  everything  else  to 
be  matter  of  negotiation  if  they  would  return 
to  their  allegiance.  Obedience  to  the  Quean 
was  the  one  thing  to  be  required  at  their  hands ; 
EUid  I  thought  we  should  best  succeed  in  getting 
a  peaceful  solution  of  the  present  cnsis  by 
treating  the  Taranaki  war,  so  far  as  Waikato 
was  concerned,  as  an  evil  of  the  past  which 
had  best  be  let  alone  in  the  future.  I 
have  made  no  secret  of  this  opinion,  and  am 
not  stating  it  here  for  the  first  time.  But 
when  I  find  that  the  Governor,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Queen,  has  determined  on 
requiring  restoration  of  the  plunder  and  com- 
pensation for  the  losses,  I  am  ready  to  yield 
that  opinion  to  the  higher  duty  of  supporting 
the  authority  of  the  Crown.  At  the  same  time 
I  caution  you  not  to  suppose,  now  that  the 
Governor's  declaration  has  been  made  in  those 
terms,  that,  if  we  have  to  resort  to  hostilities, 
we  can  separate  this  war  from  the  Taranaki 
war  in  the  Natives'  minds.  You  will  never 
make  them  believe  that  the  two  things  are  not 
one.  Have  you  read  William  Thom^n's 
answer?  In  that  answer  he  tells  you  m  no 
unmistakable  language  what  he  means.  He 
bases  his  rejection  of  the  Governor's  terms  on 
three  grounds :  first,  that  he  repudiates  the 
Queen's  sovereignty  and  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi ;  secondly,  that  Waikato  had  a  right  to  go 
to  war  at  Taranaki,  for  four  good  reasons  which 
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hfi  gives  yoo,  the  chief  of  them  being  that 
the  Maori  King  had  declared  that  no  more 
land  should  be  sold  ;  thirdly,  that  he  will  talk 
to  yoa  about  restoring  the  plunder  and  mak- 
ing compensation  when  you  pay  for  the  losses 
William  King  has  sostainod.  He  tells  ^ou 
plainly  that  Waikato  will  restore  nothing, 
compensate  nothing,  taken  or  destroyed  in  the 
Taranaki  war.  How,  then,  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei,  when  he  accepts  the 
Governor's  terms  which  require  restoration  and 
compensation,  to  persuade  Waikato  that  he  is 
elimmating  the  Taranaki  question  from  the 
present  crisis  ?  How  is  he,  if  we  are  driven  to 
enforce  those  terms  with  the  sword,  to  persuade 
Waikato  that  this  is  not  a  continuation  of  the 
Taranaki  war  ?  The  honourable  member  has, 
I  venture  to  say,  undertaken  a  task  beyond 
even  his  ingenuity  to  fulfil ;  and,  if  Waikato 
persists  in  the  justification  offered  by  William 
Thompson  in  his  letter,  I  sadly  fear  that  we 
shtJl  not  see  submission  to  the  Qovemor's 
trams  without  a  recourse  to  arms.  But 
the  honourable  member  talks  of  negotiations 
— real  negotiations,  he  says — and  blames  the 
Governor  and  the  Ministers  for  the  manner 
in  which  negotiations  have  hitherto  been 
conducted.  Does  he  really  think  that  ho  will 
be  able,  if  he  comes  into  power,  to  carry  on 
what  "negotiations"  he  likes?  Does  he 
think  he  will  really  control  Native  affairs,  and 
negotiate  without  reference  to  the  Governor? 
I  am  afraid  he  does  not  entirely  see  the  diffi- 
culties of  any  Minister's  position  in  the  present 
crisis.  Nor  does  he,  as  I  think,  rightly  estimate 
the  attitude  which  William  Thompson  has 
assumed.  The  repudiation  of  the  Queen's 
sovereignty  in  these  islands  is  no  new  notion 
brought  into  existence  by  the  Taranaki  war: 
for  twenty  years  it  has  been  among  some  of 
the  Natives  a  constant  theme,  and  to  all  of  us 
a  constant  danger.  When  William  Thompson 
and  his  people  tell  you  that  Waikato  is  not 
bound  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitongi,  they  under- 
stand very  well  what  they  mean ;  and  I  advise 
you  to  understand  it,  too.  Ever  since  1840 
there  has  been  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try a  more  or  less  steady  and  growing  resist- 
ance to  the  authority  of  the  Crown.  Evidence 
of  this  is  scattered  broadcast  over  the  pages 
of  all  the  Parliamentary  Blue  Books.  I  have 
now  here  before  me  the  warnings  given  year 
after  year  by  the  best  authorities  as  to  the 
disaffection  existing  in  the  Native  mind.  The 
Chief  Protector  of  Aborigines  (Mr.  Clarke)  over 
and  over  again  referred  to  it,  and  gave  reasons 
for  its  existence.  Governor  after  Governor 
constantly  repeated  the  same  warning  to  the 
Imperial  Government;  and  Sir  George  Grey 
especially,  speaking  of  the  difficulties  caused 
by  conflicting  Native  rights  to  land,  says  that 
"  the  evil  may  slumber  for  years ;  but,  unless 
the  Natives  are  exterminated  or  overpowered  by 
an  immensely  superior  force,  I  believe  that  it 
will  certainly  come."  If  I  did  not  feel  I  should 
weary  the  House  I  could  at  this  moment  read 
many  extracts  to  the  same  effect,  from  1842 
downwards.  There  has  never  been  a  time  when 
.  we  were  really  free  from  the  danger  which 
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is  now  10  imminent.  Do  not  let  ns  m  this 
crisis  deceive  ourselves,  then,  as  to  the  gcavi^ 
of  the  events  that  are  taking  place,  or  shut  oat 
eyes  to  the  meaning  of  William  Thompaonli 
words.  If  there  had  been  a  chance  of  tbe 
Ngatiawa  Natives  submitting  to  the  authocitj 
of  the  Crown,  and  of  Waikato  refraining  feam 
interfering  in  our  quarrel,  it  was  lost  whoa  m 
large  a  section  of  our  own  people,  arrogating  to 
themselves  the  title  of  the  Natives'  friendi, 
took  the  unhappy  course  of  opposing  the  Go- 
vernor and  maligning  his  intentions,  and 
when  the  grievous  and  fatal  error  was  instillad 
into  the  Native  mind  that  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Governor  were  two  difiereofe 
things,  and  that  the  Governor  had  not  only 
acted  tyrannically  and  unjustly,  but  had  ala» 
broken  the  law.  I  wish  not  to  be  mistmdez- 
stood.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  accuse  thow 
eminent  persons  who  first  led  the  way  to  that 
grievous  and  fatal  error  taking  possession  of  the 
Native  mind  of  having  instigated  the  Maozis  t» 
rebellion.  I  believe  they  were  (ustnated  t^ 
conscientious  motives,  and  a  notion  that  U 
was  their  duty  to  point  out  and  resist  opptea- 
sion  and  wrong.  But  there  were  men  of  a 
different  stamp,  guided  by  no  conscience — 
evil-minded  men,  who  made  a  shameful  mis- 
use of  those  statements.  Extracts  from  them, 
carefully  culled  so  as  to  magnify  the  aocma- 
tions  against  the  Governor,  were  ciroolated 
and  translated  to  the  Natives,  with  every  de- 
vice that  could  add  to  their  effect — tinted  paper; 
types  in  capitals  to  attract  attention,  and  all 
the  rest  of  it.  I  have  myself  seen  the  exoita- 
ment  among  the  Natives  thereby  produced; 
and  no  one  who  remembers  all  that  was  tak- 
ing place  last  January  could  justly  be  buz^- 
prised  at  the  Governor's  notice  in  the  OaMett*^ 
appealing  to  loyal  subjects  of  the  Queen  to- 
refrain  from  such  agita^on,  or  wonder  at  the 
complete  approval  of  that  notice  by  the  Im- 
perial Government.  Sir,  to  my  own  know- 
ledge, all  these  accumulated  accusations  didat 
last  succeed  in  producing  in  the  Native  mind  a 
bitter  feeling  of  animosity  towards  Colonel 
Gore  Browne.  Could  you  even  wonder  if  the 
Natives,  who  had  been  so  assiduously  taught  to 
hope  that  Her  Majesty  would  recall  and  dis- 
grace the  Governor,  had  even  leamt  at  last  to 
hate  him  as  a  man  bent  on  ousting  thexn  from 
their  lands  and  finally  exterminating  them? 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Island 
has  said  that  it  was  only  a  section  of  the  House 
last  session  taking  part  with  William  King 
that  saved  the  colony  from  a  general  rising; 
and  he  assured  ns  that  he  has,  after  reading  lUl 
the  papers  presented  to  the  House,  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  views  of  tiiat  seotiait 
were  perfectly  right,  and  that  the  Government 
case  is  not  proved.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Rangitikei  a 
question.  He  was  the  leader  of  that  sectian, 
and  himself  wrote  a  pamphlet  advocating  that 
side.  Will  he  now  honestly  tell  the  Natives 
that,  after  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  and 
the  English  Parliament  had  had  the  whole 
matter  before  them  for  two  months,  after  Wil- 
liam King's  case  had  been  stated  with  the 
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vtBiMt  ingenuity,  and  supported  bj  able  and 
temperate  aignment  no  lese  than  by  declama- 
tion "darkening  counsel    by   words   without 
knowledge,"  judgment  has  at  length  been  given 
on  all  points  for  the  Qovemor  ?     I  submit  to 
the  honourable  member  that  here  is  a  fair  test 
by  which  we  shall  see,  if  he  comes  into  power, 
wnetber  he  does  his  dutv.     Rejoiced  as  we 
mtut  be  on  this  side  of  the  House — who  last 
year,  in  the  midst  of  great  discouragement,  in 
the  face  of  active  partisans  making  unscrupu- 
lous statements,  in  spite  of  disaster  to  our  arms 
and  the  spread  of  rebellion  on  all  sides,   de- 
fended the  justice  and  policy  of  the  war — at 
ueing  the  complete  triumph  of  our  opinions  in 
England,  we  do  not  seek  a  triumph  now  and 
hero.    What  we  want  to  see  is  whether  the 
honourable  member  and  his  friends  will  really 
inloim  the  Natives  what  the  judgment  is  which 
has  been  given.      I  shall  be  curious  to  see  him 
do  it,  and  do  it  thoroughly.    And  yet  I  believe 
that  this  is  our  one  single  hope  of  peace.     De- 
pend open  it  that  peace  will  never  be  made 
except  the  Hatives  shall  see  that  we  —  the 
English  Oovemment  and  the  English  settlers 
—are  acting  together.    So  long  as  they  believe 
that  by  holding  ont  they  may  retain  the  sym- 
pathy of  a  la^e  portion  of  the  House,  and 
may  even  be  justified  by  Her  Majesty,  so  long 
irill  they  hold  the  language  in  which  William 
Thompson  presents  for  your  acceptance  the  re- 
lations that  are  in  future  to  subsist  between 
the  races.     It  is  only  when  at  last  they  shall 
really  know  that  we  are  united  that  they  will 
have  a  chance  of  seeing  in  their  true  light  the 
desperate  delusions  to  which  they  are  clinging 
still.    Let  ua,  then,  who  see  looming  before  us 
the  prospect  of  a  deadly  struggle,  join  for  once 
in  urging  the  Natives,  with  one  voice,  to  accept 
the  Oovemor's  terms.     We  are  united  at  last 
in  principle;  let  ns  also  be  united  in  action. 
The  honourable  member  for  RangitUcei  tells  us 
that  the  present  Ministers  must  fall  in  order 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  those  who  haVe 
Utlierto  opposed  the  Governor's  cause.    If  the 
price  demanded  for  a  union  of  us  all  to  support 
the  Queen's  authority  in  a  timo  of  great  puolic 
peril  be  tho  sacrifice  of  these  men,  in  Heaven's 
name  be  it  so ;    but  let  it  be  remembered  that 
such  a  price  was  asked  by  Englishmen.     If  it 
be  decreed  by  this  House  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  shall  be  put  in  a  posi- 
tion to  carry  out  the    policy  he  has  at  last 
adopted,  let  us  all  accept  his  promise  to  have 
that  polic;^  faithfully  pursued ;  and  then  the 
Natives  will  soon  see  that  by  prolonging  a 
hopeless  resistance  they  can  only  hasten  the 
word  which  shall  pronounce  that  their  exist- 
ence as  a  race  is  at  an  end.    I  do  not  desire  to 
detain  the  House  by  referring  at  any  length  to 
what  the  honourable  member  said  about  the 
Waikato  Committee  of  last  session ;  but  I  can- 
not avoid  expressing  my  regret  at  finding  from 
what  hag  fallen  from  the  Native  Jlinister,  ond 
slso  from  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett),  that  one  after  an- 
other is  abandoning  the  conclusions  of  that 
l^OTunittee.    I,  on  my  part,  adhere  to  thorn 
iitill.    But  let  us  take  care  not  to  strain  the 
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Committee's  report ;  let  us  not  make  the  Ciom- 
mittee  say  things  which  they  never  said.    I 
deny  that  the  Waikato  Oommittee  came  to  the ' 
conclusion  that  the  movement  which  had  for 
some  years  been  going  on  for  some  kind  of  go- 
vernment among  them  was  identical  with  what 
we  know  as  the  "kine  movement."     I  deny 
that  tho  Oommittee  blamed  the  Government 
for  withdrawing  Mr.  Fen  ton.    On  the  contrary, ' 
it  was  well  known  to  us  that  the  party  with 
which  Mr.  Feuton  aimed  at  identifying  himself 
was  the  Queen's  party,  in  antagonism  to  the 
king  party;    and  that  the  party  desirous  of 
peace   and  order  was   very  distinct  from  the 
party  desirous  of  setting  up  tho  king.     The 
Committee  expressly  avoided  casting  blame  on 
the   Government    for  Mr.  Fenton's  removal. 
What  they  did  was  to  regret  the  discontinuance 
of  the  work  which  had  been  successfully  com- 
menced, merely  on  account  of  Mr.  Fenton's 
withdrawal.    I  still  think  that  by  dropping  the 
work,  which  had  been  started  in  the  right  direc- 
tion and  upon  sound  principles,  we  discouraged 
our  own  friends,  and  allowed  our.  enemies  to 
hurry  them  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice  on 
which  they  now  stand.     But  let  us  not  also  • 
forgot,  when  we  quote  the  Waikato  Committee's 
opinions,  that  events  have  since  taken  a  course 
wbich  must,  at  least,  lead  us  now,  as  we  have 
proved  by  adopting  our  resolutions  tho  other 
night,  to  the  conclusion  that  the  king  move- 
ment in  its  present  aspect  has  become  intoler- 
able.   Bemember  that  when  the  Committee 
sat  last  year  the  Waikatos  had  not  taken  part 
in  the  insurrection  as  a  tribe.     Some  disjointed 
war  parties  had  certainly  gone  from  the  Ngati- 
maniapoto  country  to  Waitara,  and  a  few  from 
the  interior  districts ;  but  this  was  against  the 
desire  and  influence  of  the  principal  Waikato 
chiefs.    It  was  not  till  Wetini  Taiponitu  went 
down  with  his  swarm  of  warriors  that  we  knew 
the  extent  to  which   the   Waikato   tribes  in- 
tended to  involve  themselves  in  the  insurrec- 
tion ;  and,  if  the  Waikato  Committee  had  been 
aware  of  that,  it  would  certainly  have  affected 
their  views ;   for  the  battle  of  Mahoetahi  sud- 
denly and  imexpectedly  placed  us  face  to  face 
with  all  Waikato  ;  and  it  is  perfectly  incontest- 
able that,  ever  since  that  action,  we  have  been 
at  war,  not  with  Ngatiawa,  but  with  the  ad- 
herents of  the  Maori  King  and  Land  League. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  day,    wh'cn 
William  Thompson  nnhappily  meets  us  for  the 
first  time  with  a  distinct  repudiation  of  the 
Queen  and  the  treaty,  and  dispels  for  ever  the 
myths  set  up  as  to  the  reasons  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  Waikato  at  Taranaki,  we  have  hod  but 
one  course  before  us — tho  course  which,  happily 
for  our  honour  as  Englishmen  and  colonists, 
we  have  plainly  announced  in  the  resolutions 
and  the  address  our  determination  to   take. 
Sir,  I  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House 
too  long  already  to   hope  for  its  indulgence 
were  I  to  attempt  to  follow  the  honourable 
member  for  Kangitikei    through    liis    list  of 
charges  against  the  Ministry.    I  will  confess 
that  I  have  not  always  been  able  to  agree  in 
the  course  token  by  Ministers  during  tiie  long 
^riod  they  have  been  in  office  ;  but,  notwith- 
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standing  all  the  aoousations  which  have  been 
biought  against  them,  I  am  confident  that'  no 
case  whatever  has  been  made  out  for  theii 
removal.  I  can  easily  imderstand  bow  pro- 
vincial resentments  and  the  offences  which 
must  inevitably  be  taken  over  so  long  a  time  as 
five  years  should  unite  a  large  body  of  mem- 
bers, as  the  Colonial  Secretary  said,  to  censure 
and  condemn  His  Excellency's  present  Ad- 
visers ;  but,  if  their  misdeeds  are  remembered, 
it  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  country  that 
during  their  administration  they  have  settled 
on  a  just  'ttai  firm  basis  the  principal  questions 
that  affected  the  complex  interests  of  the  set- 
tlements'when  the  Constitution  Act  was  passed. 
It  will  be  carried  to  their  credit  one  day  that 
they  finally  set  at  rest  the  financial  relations 
between  the  provinces  by  the  half-millio;i  loan ; 
that  they  consolidated  the  revenue  laws,  and 
Becured  to  the  provinces  by  law  a  definite  ap- 
propriatioa  of  their  Xiand  Fund ;  that  they 
mtroduced  that  equitable  plan  of  the  localiza- 
tion of  expenditure  upon  the  general  estimates 
which  has  for  ever  prevented  unseemly  squab- 
bling over  the  public  money  in  this  House ; 
pa&i  they  established  an  independent  audit  of 
the  public  accounts,  regulated  the  conduct  of 
elections  so  as  to  secure  the  representation  of 
the  people  as  far  as  possible  against  bribery 
and  corrupt  practices,  and  provided  the  great 
boon  of  a  registry  of  title  to  real  property  ■  that 
they  dealt  out  justice  to  the  outlying  districts, 
and  gave  them  a  remedy  a(;ainst  unfair  treat- 
ment by  the  provincial  centres ;  and,  not  least, 
that  they  presented  the  first  sound  and  intelli- 
gible Native  policy  which  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  country,  and  which  has  formed 
the  basis  of  all  that  has  since  been  proposed.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
thinking  that  that  policy  came  too  late 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND.—I  said  it  came  too 
late  to  arrest  the  present  crisis. 

Mr.  DUiLON  BELL. and  now  we  have 

the  Governor's  proposals  just  laid  on  the  table, 
which  show  that,  if  we  can  peacefully  get 
through  our  present  difficulties,  there  is  really 
no  difference  of  opinion  anywhere  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  pursued  for  the  future. 
If  the  misdeeds  of  Ministers  are  remembered  it 
will  not  be  forgotten  what  were  their  difficul- 
ties in  the  inauguration  of  Responsible  Oovem- 
ment.  Nor  will  it  be  forgotten  what  bitter 
charges  were  brought  against  them — how  some 
members  even  in  this  House  have  not  thought 
it  unjust  to  accuse  them  of  being  swayed  in 
their  course  by  sordid  motives  of  private  inter- 
est, and  how  it  is  now  sought  to  embitter  their 
removal  from  power  by  imputations  which,  if 
true,  would  consign  the  memory  of  their  ad- 
ministration to  the  hatred  of  the  colony.  I 
will  not  believe  that  those  charges  are  really 
credited  by  those  who  make  tiiem;  but,  if 
there  still  be  a  small  knot  of  politicians  in 
this  House  who  adhere  to  the  ungenerous 
aoousations  against  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  he 
will  find  a  consolation  in  knowing  that  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  among  his 
political  adversaries  no  less  than  his  ulies, 
there  has  been,  on  all  sides  of  pablio  opinion, 
Mr.DOionBea 


a  merited  tribute  paid  to  his  courage,  tiis 
loyalty,  and  rare  ability.  All  those  who  take  a 
pleasure  in  reading  the  debates  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  who  study  to  learn  there  bow 
party  government  is  ceuried  on  in  England, 
will  remember  the  occasion  when  Lord  /(dm 
Bussell,  overoome  by  emotion  at  the  aeeosa- 
tions  of  his  own  friends,  broke  down  in  the 
middle  of  his  defence;  and  when  his  great 
adversary,  Mr.  Disraeli,  declared,  amid  the 
cheers  of  the  House,  that  Lord  John's  cha- 
racter was  a  precious  possession  of  the  whole 
House  of  Commons.  So  I  say  that  the  cbajmc- 
ter  and  reputation  of  our  public  men  should 
be  precious  to  us;  for  it  is  only  by  uphold- 
ing these  that  we  can  hope  worthily  to  -tkA 
the  free  institutions  intrusted  to  us.  And,  if 
it  shall  happen  that  a  majority  to-night  shall 
remove  the  Ministers  from  their  seats,  they 
will  know  at  all  events  that  they  retain  the 
attachment  of  a  large  portion  of  this  House, 
who  will  assist  them  in  giving  more  generous 
treatment  to  their  opponents  than  they  have 
themselves  received  at  their  hands.  They  win 
retire  with  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  at 
Home  they  were  believed  to  have  sustained  the 
credit  of  the  colony,  as  here  this  House  had  for 
more  than  five  years  given  them  its  confidence ; 
happy,  above  aU,  in  this,  that  in  the  one  great 
act  of  their  administration  —  their  resistance 
to  an  insurrection  which  aimed  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  colonization  and  the  subversion  of  the 
Queen's  authority — they  were  sustained  alike 
by  the  verdict  of  the  colony  and  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Government  and  Parliament  of 
England. 

Mr.  JOLLIE>said  he  would  not  inflict  a  long 
speech  on  the  House,  but  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote  on  this  question,  and  would 
simply  recapitulate  the  principles  on  which  he 
was  prepared  to  vote.  A  question  of  greater 
importance  than  the  present  could  hardly  be 
conceived.  The  Ministry  which  was  now  on 
its  trial  had  lasted  five  years,  and  among  all 
the  questions  debated  during  that  period  tiaere 
was  not  one  that  required  so  much  the  solemn 
deliberation  of  the  House  and  the  complete 
separation  of  the  mind  from  all  previous  con- 
clusions and  party  spirit.  When,  not  many 
months  ago,  he  met  his  constituents  and  was 
elected  by  them,  he  gave  them  one  positive 

E ledge — to  support  firmly  the  course  initiated 
y  the  Governor  and  his  Advisers  to  put  an 
end  to  the  controversies,  insurrections,  dis- 
order, and  contumely  heaped  on  British  law 
and  British  institutions ;  and  he  was  there 
to  redeem  that  pledge  that  day.  He  was 
there  not  to  support  this  or  that  set  of  men, 
or  even  to  support  His  Excellency  —  though 
he  might  strotck  a  point  to  do  that — but  to 
support  such  a  Government  only  as  would 
caxTj  out  a  policy  not  false  to  ourselves,  (to 
English  interests  and  Imperial  sovereignty, 
but  conservative,  and  truly  advantageous  to  the 
Natives  themselves.  He  approved  of  the  policy 
of  the  present  Ministry,  provided  there  were 
no  false  negotiations  going  on.  He  advocated 
settiing  the  question  at  once  and  for  ever.  The 
question  of  the  war  was  the  ool^  point  on. 
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iriiMh  the  lioaonz»ble  member  for  Itaagitikei 
htA  eiked  the  House  to  nronormoe  k  retdiot, 
the  ermigninent  on  eJl  otiier  qneations  being 
of  the  most  meaigre  and  flimsy  Uktue ;  and  on 
this  the  hononiable  member  expended  thxee- 
foortha  of  his  two  hours.  Knowing  the  aUlity 
-^f  the  honourable  genUeman,  the  fam£iiaiity 
he  had  had  with  these  great  questions,  and  bis 
devotion  to  parly  and  mrty  spirit,  that  speeoh 
did  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  he  (Mr. 
Jollie)  had  formed.  He  knew  that  honourable 
member  of  old — he  did  not  mean  disadvan- 
tsgeoTuIy— and  he  rejected  the  hononrable 
member's  course  with  regard  toNattve  politics, 
which  came  into  marked  collision  With  the 
eomse  taken  by  him  at  the  {oesent  time  witii 
lesDeet  to  the  relations  between  the  settlers 
ana  Natives  generally,  and  especially  with 
refeience  to  the  Treat>y  of  Waitangi.  That 
honoimble  member  had  completely  changed 
aides  within  the  last  few  years ;  and  that  alone, 
in  his  (Mr.  Jollie's)  opinion,  to  a  certain  extent 
made  him  an  unfit  arbiter  for  the  destinies  of 
this  comitiy  at  this  |p»at  crisis :  he  liked  to 
see  eonsiBtency  in  pnbhc  men.  Was  the  House 
now  to  place  the  nonoorable  member  in  aposi- 
tiott  to  bring  the  colony  into  collision  with  the 
Imperial  Qovemnaent  ?  Was  it  to  place  at  the 
head  of  the  Oooncil  an  honourable  membor 
who  had  identified  himself  with  that  small 
elMQe  of  persons,  some  ecdesiaBtical  and  some 
judicial,  who  had  allied  themselves  heart  and 
aonl  with  rebellious  Natives  7  He  (Mr.  Jollie) 
wished  he  could  agree  with  the  Opposition  in 
saying  that  this  war  had  no  sort  of  connection 
with  the  war  of  last  year  and  the  tronsactiona 
in  Taianaki.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  same 
•question,  a  necessary  consequence  and  sequel 
of  that  war.  If  not,  why  were  we  negotiatpg 
now  ?  He  had  made  it  his  bnsiness  to  study 
all  the  Blue  Books  and  papers  connected  with 
this  sableot,  and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
tiieie  was  a  clear  chain  of  connection  between 
the  events  of  the  last  six  years.  Onr  present 
positian  simply  arose  out  of  our  relations  to  an 
antagonistic  race,  which  had  taken  up  a  posi- 
tion antagonistio  to  the  progress  of  the  colony, 
to  its  own  interest,  and  to  the  supremacy  of 
die  British  Crown.  It  was  for  the  House  to 
consider  what  was  to  be  done  under  the  oir- 
cnmstances,  and  to  determine  if  this  was  the 
time  to  enter  on  a  new  and  untried  experiment 
with  legaid  to  the  Natives.  He  was  rather 
aveise  to  negotiations,  and  had  agreed  rather 
lelaetantly  to  the  address  to  His  Excellency ; 
but  lie  felt  it  would  have  been  unfair  not  to 
give  His  Excellency  an  opportunity  for  further 
negotiations  if  necessary.  The  position  of  the 
Uaatis  themselves  just  now  was  much  to  be 
ptied  and  deprecated,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  our  duty  to  make  some  sacrifice  to 
leacne-them  from  a  position  of  incipient  rebel- 
liim.  They  were  to  be  pitied,  for  they  did  not 
know  our  language,  and  cduld  not  understand 
our  feelings,  and  had  been  sadly  practised  upon 
by  acts  imd  speeches  before  referred  to.  He 
did  not  know  now  far  it  would  be  possible  to 
gnide  them  now ;  but  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  hononzable  member  for  Bangitikei  that 


the  only  wi^  to  render  negotiations  efleotite 
and  give  us  a  chance  of  peace  was  to  turn  out 
the  present  Ministry.  It  was  not  enough  to 
turn  the  Ministry  out — they  must  upset  the 
Qovemor;  as  the  opposition  of  ^e  Natives 
rested  chiefly  on  some  idea  of  theirs  with  re- 
gard to  His  Excellency  and  his  intuitions. 
Knowing  as  he  did  what  had  hitherto  been  the 
couiae  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  and  those  who  acted  with  him,  he  did  not 
think  that  their  coming  into  office  would  ex- 
pedite the  settlement  of  this  question.  As  to 
the  present  MinistiT,  it  mattered  very  little  to 
him,  and,  he  should  think,  to  them  perscmally, 
whether  they  were  turned  out  or  retained.  It 
must  be  an  onerous  position  at  any  time  to  be 
a  Minister  of  this  country. 

What  is  office ;  what  i«  powor? 

Superior  toil,  rapericr  pain. 

So  far  as  he  could  follow  their  course  in  office, 
putting  aside  some  few  errors  of  judgment — 
some  omissions  and  some  commissions-rit  wa« 
a  matter  of  oongratulation  that  they  had  a 
Ministi^  for  five  years  of  such  a  complexion ; 
they  might  have  had  fax  more  mischief  done, 
and  far  less  tangible  good.  Some  of  them  had 
been  private  friends  of  his,  but  one  of  them  he 
knew  nothing  of  till  he  came  to  Auckland  this 
time,  except  what  was  of  public  notoriety — 
historicallv  known — to  his  omdit.  Of  him  there 
needed  to  oe  used  no  words  of  commendation, 
f6r  he  had  a  well-earned  name  for  publio 
character,  ability,  and  first-rate  statesmanlike 
views.  And,  while  speaking  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  he  (Mr.  Jollie)  would  wish  to  read 
to  the  House  what  he  thought  fairly  repre- 
sented the  feelings  of  the  settlers  towards  the 
Natives,  and  their  indisposition  for  a  collision. 
[The  honourable  memlier  tiien  quoted  from  a 
memorandum  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. j  The 
sentiments  there  contained  were  some  views  of 
our  present  relations  with  the  Natives.  The 
settlers  in  this  colony  were  weak,  and  would  be 
so  for  years ;  but  if  they  chose  to  procrastinate 
let  them  not  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their 
souls  that  they  could  put  ofE  for  ever  the 
fatal  day  of  account.  The  position  of  the  Na- 
tives would  go  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  ten 
to  one  this  Northern  Island  would  have  to  be 
abandoned,  with  all  the  calamities  and  loss 
of  property  that  would  take  place.  The  time 
might  come  when  that  would  be  the  case ;  but 
not  till  after  much  bloodshed,  sufiering,  and 
destruction  of  Natives  as  well  as  of  white  men. 
With  reference  to  the  disoussion  of  how  the 
phrase  "  settlers'  war  "  arose,  he  would  say  for 
all  PGurties  that  no  one  wished  to  make  this  a 
settlers'  war,  the  result  of  which  would  be  the 
ruin  of  all.  He  spoke  now  not  as  an  expectant 
of  office,  not  as  concerned  in  the  fate  of  the 
Ministry,  except  so  far  as  they  were  intimately 
bound  up  with  the  fate  of  the  Northern  Island ; 
and  he  begged  all  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  not  committed  to  either  side  to  endea- 
vour to  do  as  he  had  done — strip  the  thing  o£ 
party,  and  see  what  they  could  do  to  assist 
the  Oovemment  in  this  situation  of  trouble — 
look  at  the  subject  in  its  comprehensive  bear- 
ing, and  not  thmk  ol  getting  kttle  advantages. 
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bom  the  MinUtiy  of  the  day  or  smy  other 
Ministry ;  but,  as  men  sent  here  to  deliberate 
for  the  good  of  the  colony,  let  them  lay  their 
hand  on  their  heart  and  say  whether  they  will 
assist  the  Empire,  or  rush  mto  mediaa  ret  and 
prevent  the  possibility  of  aooommodation.  by 
giving  their  vote  in  favour  of  another  Ministry. 
Mr.  WOOD. — Mr.  Speaker, — In  addressing  to 
the  House  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  make,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  follow  previous  speakers 
in  the  discursive  and  irrelevant  matter  which 
has  to  too  great  an  extent  already  character- 
ized this  debate.  It  is  not  my  intention  again 
to  wander  over  the  oft-debated  Waitara  ques- 
tion, Aor  to  criticise  the  report  of  the  Waikato 
Committee,  nor  to  inquire  into  the  advisability 
or  the  opposite  of  removing  Mr.  Fenton,  but  to 
adhere  strictly  to  the  question  that  is  before 
the  House.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  in  his 
reply  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei,  took  occasion,  in  that  taunting 
manner  that  is  peculiar  to  him,  to  luk  "  what 
we  were  to  infer  from  the  frequent  postpone- 
ment of  this  motion,"  and  to  insinuate  that  it 
could  only  be  from  fear  that  it  had  not  been 
brought  forward  earlier  in  the  session.  It 
was  utterly  impossible,  consistently  with  the 
.  views  that  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei has  entertained  upon  this  question,  for 
him  to  have  brought  that  motion  forward  five 
minutes  earlier  than  he  has.  Immediately  on 
his  arrival  in  Auckland  he  tabled  a  motion  of 
a  similar  character,  and  simultaneously  moved 
for  returns  and  documents  to  enable  him  to 
support  it  with  iefleot,  and  at  the  very  time  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  discuss  his  motion — to  discuss  it  apart 
from  the  war  question,  upon  which  we  are 
all  agreed — for  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  upon  the  great  point  of  Her  Majesty's 
supremacy  and  requiring  submission  to  the 
law — ^the  Government,  seeing  the  advantage 
they  would  gain  if  they  could  by  any  jxissi- 
bility  import  that  war  question  into  the  discus- 
sion, and  cause  division,  or  apparent  division, 
upon  it,  met  the  honourable  gentleman's 
motion  by  war  resolutions)  which  absolutely 
compelled  him  to  withdraw  his  own  till  those 
resolutions  ^ere  disposed  of;  and  they  were 
not  disposed  of  finally  for  five  minutes  before 
he  introduced  the  motion  which  is  now  under 
discussion.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill),  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  he  addressed  to  this  House,  asked 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  or  some 
of  his  supporters,  to  favour  him  with  a  fuller  ez- 
]>osition  of  his  views  on  Native  affairs.  Nothing 
seems  to  satisfy  that  honourable  gentleman. 
After  listening  to  the  very  able  exposition  of 
his  (Mr.  Pox's)  policy — the  very  ablest  I  have 
over  heard  in  this  House  —  the  honourable 
gentleman,  like  Oliver  Twist,  asks  for  more. 
If  this  request  htwl  been  addressed  to  the  Na- 
tive Minister — if  he  had  asked  him  for  his 
views  on  Native  matters — if  he  had  asked  him 
what  the  intentions  of  his  Govommont  were — 
the  question  would  have  been  a  relevant  one. 
From  all  quarters  of  this  House  the  Govom- 
^ent  have  been  requested  to  state  what  course 
Mr.  JoUie 


with  regard  to  Native  affairs  they  intended  t» 
pursue ;  but  no  satisfactory  answer  can  be 
elicited  from  them.  The  Native  Minister  ^ 
one  oooasi<«  tells  us,  "  Oh  t  if  yon  do  not  Imov 
now,  jrou  never  will  know ; "  and  on  uiothcr 
occasion,  when  he  professed  to  be  more  enlieit, 
he  told  OS  we  should  find  it — where  ?  Did  h»' 
tell  as  we  should  find  it  stamped  9n  the  face  of 
the  country  ?  Did  he  say,  Yon  will  see  it  in 
the  improved  condition  of  the  Native  peopla; 
yon  will  see  it  in  the  harmony  of  the  rdation* 
which  subsist  between  the  Kuropeans  and  th« 
Natives ;  you  will  see  it  in  the  firm  establiik 
ment  of  peace  and  good  order  throughout  this 
Island  ?  No  ;  but  he  told  us  we  shoc^d  find  it, 
if  we  B0U{^t  it,  in  some  old  newspaper  repoit 
of  a  philosophical  speech  of  the  Colonial  Trai- 
surers,  which  was  much  admired  in  England; 
in  a  couple  of  measures  passed  in  1858,  whioh 
were  never  brought  into  operation ;  in  aoothar 
measure  to  whioh  Her  Majesty's  assent  w 
refused — in  fact,  he  told  us  that  his  was  a 
paper  policy,  written  on  reams  of  foolscap,  and 
tied  up  with  red  tape  in  official  pigeon-holet. 
It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  it  anywhei» 
else ;  so  that  question  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Division  would  havs'bean 
pertinent  enough  if  addressed  to  the  Natiw 
Minister  instead  of  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei.  The  honourable  member  lot 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett),  in  his  speech,  i*- 
ferred  with  no  little  effect  to  the  mischievoa* 
interference  of  certain  clergymen  in  mattet*- 
political,  with  which  they  had  no  concern. 
There  are  few  who  regret  that  interfereno* 
more  than  I  do.  I  believe  that  it  has  done  n» 
good ;  I  am  sure  that  it  has  done  much  harm. 
The  statements  which  these  reverend  gentle- 
men have  made  have  often  been  wrong,  and 
always  one-sided  ;  their  very  errors  have  arisen 
from  looking  at  the  question  solely  from  ona 
point  of  view.  Bat  if  these  gentlemen  have  in- 
terfered, if  they  have  become  politicad,  who  ii  it 
that  tau^t  them  to  interfere  ;  who  made  them 
political  in  the  first  instance  ;  what  is  it  that 
swells  these  Blue  Books  to  such  on  amaidng 
size  but  the  reports,  memoranda,  opinioni, 
and  statements  of  clergymen  relative  to  Native 
matters,  all  made  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Go- 
vernment? There  were  no  charges  of  inter- 
ference made  when  these  gentlemen  were  em- 
ployed to  negotiate  this  and  to  do  that  little 
matter;  to  favour. the  Government  with  their 
views  on  this  point,  and  to  keep  the  Govern- 
ment informed  on  that.  No,  there  were  no 
complaints'made  then.  By  this  very  practtoe 
the  Government  made  politicians  of  them 
gentlemen;  and  I  think  that  Ministers  and 
their  friends  shouid  be  the  very  last  to  cast 
aspersions  on  them  for  interfering  now.  Sit, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  an  able  speech  which 
he  delivered  a  few  evenings  ago,  asked  a  qnes- 
tion,  which  was  referred  to  by  tiae  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei,  in  his  address  to  thia 
House,  in  a  passage  of  great  eloquence  and 
great  power.  He  asked  a  question  of  some 
importance,  to  which  I  wish  also  to  refer,  and 
to  answer  for  myself  and  in  my  own  way.  He 
asked,  "  Are  there  any  here  who  think  that  th» 
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wasted  homesteads  and  desolate  hearths  of 
S'sianaki  were  a  righteous  lettibntion  for  ooyet- 
ODSieEs  which  had. ended  in  covering  os  wiUi 
Uood-gniltiness  7  "  To  this  question  I  answer 
tax  myself  directly,  No.  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
d!  looking  for  first  causes  when  there  are 
second  causes  at  hand  suffioient  to  expleun  the 
facts.  The  cause  of  the  wasted  homesteads 
and  the  desolate  hearths  of  Taranaki  is  to  be 
found  in  the  feeble  and  vacillating  counsels  of 
tiie  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues, 
■ioA  in  the  indecision  and  want  of  plan  ex- 
hibited by  those  who  had  the  conduct  of  mili- 
^taiy  operations  in  'the  field.  If  there  was 
feebleness  and  vacillation  before,  what  reason 
isUieie  for  supposing  that,  with  the  same  men, 
there  will  not  be  the  same  characteristics 
.again?  What  was  the  position  they  assumed 
during  the  last  session  of  this  Assembly? 
'Whatvere  their  promises,  what  their  pledges? 
What  those  promises  and  those  pledges  were 
few  can  have  forgotten.  The  war  was  tjp  have 
been  prosecuted  vigorously,  and  brought  to  a 
:sacce^al  issue :  that  was  the  promise.  The 
war  has  been  prosecuted  feebly,  and  brought 
to  a  premature  and  unsatisfactory  conclusion : 
that  is  the  performance.  In  fact,  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  business  the  Qovemment 
seems  to  have  acted  by  the  rule  of  contrary. 
They  fought  when  they  ought  to  have  investi- 
gated :  they  investigated  when  they  ought  to 
fight.  At  the  commencement  of  hostUities, 
l(nig  before  the  quarrel  had  assumed  its  com- 
plex character,  the  Ministry  were  for  war,  in- 
ternecine war.  To  no  terms  would  they  listen, 
to  no  accommodation  would  they  be  parties. 
When  they  had  few  troops — for  aggressive  pur- 
poses, I  may  say  when  they  had  no  troops — 
when  the  population  was  untrained  and  un- 
armed, when  the  quarrel  was  of  comparatively 
minor  importance,  when  the  settlements  were 
in  the  most  defenceless  state,  the  war  was  to  be 
prosecuted  at  any  sacrifice  and  at  any  cost. 
When  men  of  common  prudence  and  common- 
sense  trembled  for  the  result,  when  they  feared 
lest  the  armed  foe  should  prove  too  strong  for 
their  own  unarmed  and  undefended  country- 
man, then  they  were  branded  as  rebels  and  as 
traitors,  as  men  sympathizing  with  the  enemies 
of  their  Queen ;  but  when  all  this  is  changed, 
when  the  quarrel  assumes  a  more  complex 
aspect,  when  tribes  engage  in  the  war  who 
were  altogether  uninterested  in.  the  origin  of 
the  dispute,  when  property  to  a  large  amount 
has  been  destroyed,  and  when  at  the  same  time 
the  European  population  is,  comparatively 
spealcing,  armed  and  trained,  and  troops  are 
pouring  in  from  the  adjacent  colonies  and  from 
England,  aye,  and  at  the  very  moment,  too, 
when  victory  was  supposed  to  be  within  our 
grasp — then  ibe  Government,  in  a  most  unac- 
countable manner,  changes  its  policy  too,  and 
becomes  suddenly  as  eager  for  i>eace  as  before 
it  was  for  war,  and,  instead  of  vigorously  prose- 
cuting the  war  when  it  had  it  in  its  power  to 
do  so,  it,  with  surprising  suddenness,  concludes 
a  most  unsatisfactory  peace — such  a  peace  as  I 
am(8ure  the  party  which  has  been  called  the 
peaoe-at-any-prioe  party — ^wbich  the  Bishop  oi 


New  Zealand  and  Archdeacon  Hadfleld  them<t 
selves — would  have  l^een  ashamed  to  conclude. 
If  such  has  been  the  history  of  the  past,  if  they 
promised  so  much  and  performed  so  little, 
where,  I  ask,  is  the  guarantee  that  the  pro- 
mises they  now  make  will  be  kept  ?  Where,  I 
say,  is  the  guarantee  that  there  will  not  be  the 
same  story  of  "  desolate  hearths  and  wasted 
homesteads "  on  a  far  larger  scale,  and  the 
same  unsatisfactory  and  disgraceful  peace? 
The  same  causes  will  always  imsduce  the  same 
effects :  and  there  is  no  reason  whatever  to  sup- 
pose that,  if  Ministers  continue  in  power,  the 
promises  of  this  session  are  more  likely  to  be 
performed  than  the  promises  of  last.  If  evee 
men  were  pledged  to  anything  in  this  world 
Ministers  were  pledged  to  conduct  the  Tara- 
naki war  with  vigour  to  a  speedy  and  .satisfac- 
tory conclusion :  instead  of  which,  if  they  have 
prosecuted  anything  vigorously,  it  is  that  peace 
which  in  all  human .  probability  will  lead  to 
another  war.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this 
business,  instead  of  acting  with  vigour  and  de- 
cision, the  Government  have  been  constantly 
shifting  their  ground.  If  the  Taranaki  wac 
meant  anything,  it  meant  this :  that  the  Na- 
tives of  this  country  must  be  taught  at  all 
hazards  sjid  at  all  cost^  that  they  can  in  the 
long  run  gain  nothing  whatever  by  appealing  to 
physical  force  ;  that  they  must  not,  and  uiat 
it  is  not  their  interest,  in  any  queirrel  or  dis- 
agreement with  the  Government,  in  any  wrong, 
real  or  imaginary,  under  which  they  may  con- 
sider themselves  to  be  suffering,  take  up  arms 
against  the  Queen's  Government.  This  wa« 
the  lesson  to  be  taught  to  the  Natives  by  the 
Taranaki  war ;  this  was '  the  lesson  the  Go- 
vernment undertook  to  teach  them:  and  they 
should  have  taught  them  that,  however  much 
it  lay  in  the  power  of  the  Natives  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war  to  injure  us,  whatever 
suffering  and  loss  they  could  entail  upon  us  in 
the  first  instance,  there  was  that  about  the 
civilized  man,  there  was  in  him  an  energy  sjid 
an  indomitable  perseverance,  that  must  in  the 
long  run  subdue  his  savage  foe.  If  the  Toz^ 
naki  peace  meant  anything,  it  meant  the  exact 
opposite  of  all  this ;  it  meant  that  the  very  best 
course  the  Natives  could  pursue  when  they  ate 
resolutely  bent  on  getting  their  own  way  is  to 
appeal  to  arms ;  that  if  they  want  to  come  off 
best  in  any  quonel,  if  they  want  to  plunder 
provinces  with  impunity,  they  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  all  this  exhibition  on  the  part  ot 
Ministers  of  great  professions  and  small  per- 
formances— it  is  this  affectation  of  views  and 
principles  here  which  they  do  not  carry  out  in 
practice— this  constant  change  and  vacillation 
— ^whioh  alone  lead  me  to  refuse  them  my  sup- 
port. They  have  said,  but  they  have  not  done ; 
they  have  promised,  but  they  have  not  per- 
formed ;  they  have  pledged,  but  they  have  not 
redeemed  their  pledges;  and  I  have  no  con- 
fidence in  them. 

Mr.  GARTER  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
speak  at  this  early  stage  of  the  debate  ;  but, 
seeing  the  reluctance  of  honourable  members 
to  continue  the  discussion  on  the  great  and  im> 
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BOttant  question  now  before  the  Hosm,  and 
feacing  that  the  debate  mi^t  come  to  a  dm- 
Vatuie  oonolnsiou,  he  (lit.  Carter)  Tentiirea  to 
pSer  a  few  ramazke  on  the  subjeot  now  under 
oonsidaration,  and  he  would  nist  premise  by 
Saying  that  he  did  ezpeot  a  more  oompleto 
statement  and  much  raller  explanations  than 
Irhat  had  been  accorded  by  the  honourable 
membw  at  the  head  of  the  Qovemment.  In 
Altering  on  this  debate  he  (Mr.  Carter)  felt 
great  responsibility,  standing,  as  this  ^orth 
Island  did,  on  the  borders  of  war,  and  repre- 
senting as  he  did  a  very  large  distnot,  entirely 
unprepared  for  war,  and  with  a  population  of 
about  fifteen  hundred 'souls,  who,  with  their 
properties,  tiie  fruits  of  many  years'  toil,  would 
be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  tixe  Natives  in  case 
of  war ;  yet  he  (Mr.  Carter)  at  this  crisis  would 
not  ahnnk  from  his  duty,  and,  if  war  was  neces- 
sary to  establishing  the  Queen's  supremacy,,  he 
would  not  shirk  the  responsibility  of  support- 
ing it  here  or  elsewhere.  His  objection  to  the 
ICnisters  rested  on  no  personal  grounds  or  per- 
sonal dislike  to  them.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
personal  enemies,  alluded  to  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  which  the  Ministry  have  made 
during  their  five  years'  administration.  It 
was  the  policy  of  the  Ministers  that  he  disap- 
proved of ;  and  his  first  objection  to  it  would  not 
oe  the  war  question.  He  thought  the  debate 
■o  far  had  been  too  much  confined  to  the  war. 
Be  objected  to  the  Ministry  because  it  appeared 
to  him  that  their  desire,  their  wish,  and  their 
policy  for  the  last  five  years  had  been  to  under- 
mine what  he  considered  to  be  the  people's  pact 
irf  the  Constitution —  proTincial  mstitutions; 
and  he  thought  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  that,  wiiatever  may  have  been  file  errors 
of  our  I^vincial  Oovemments  in  launching 
new  institutions  in  a  new  country,  and  whioh 
required  but  experience  of  their  working,  and 
a  friendly  hand  to  oorreot  their  slight  defects — 
he  said  agaiivthe  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  it  could  not  be  denied,  not  even  by  their 
bitter  opponents,  that  they  alone — these  much- 
abtised  local  self-GoTemments — ^had  borne  the 
'■  burden  of  the  day  "  for  the  last  seven  years, 
in  carrying  on  vast  schemes  of  immigration 
and  great  public  works ;  and  to  these  local  in- 
stitutions, and  not  to  the  General  Oovemment, 
did  we  owe  the  present  wealthy  and  important 
position  of  this  colony.  In  fewt,  the  whole 
practical  eovemment  of  the  colony  had  been 
executed  by  the  various  Provincial  Gk>vem- 
ments ;  yet,  to  curtail  their  means  and  destroy 
their  power,  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
form  the  Ministry  did  cause  to  be  passed  the 
Kew  Provinces  Act,  which,  while  it  accom- 
plished that  end,  was  most  assuredly  destined  to 
absorb  all  the  revenues  of  those  small  provinces 
in  official  salaries,  the  bulk  of  whioh  revenues 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  public  works.  On  the 
anti-provincial  policy  of  the  present  Oovem- 
snent  the  colony  iiad  already  at  the  recent  elec- 
tions pronounced  its  verdict  acainst  the  Minis- 
try, and  it  now  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
those  honourable  gentlemen  sent  to  this  House 
to  give  effect  to  that  verdict  would  conform  to 
the  wishes  of  their  constituents  by  passing  a 
Ur,  Carter 


vstsof  want  of  oonfideaoe  in  Qie  prsasntlCMa* 
try.  The  Ministry  were  really  on  tbeir  trtel  oK' 
aoeount  of  their  mismanagement  and  oHnk- 
oantralixing  tendencies.  He  (Mr.  Carter)  vra« 
aware  that  the  war  question  oonld  not  be  kept 
oat  of  this  debate,  thou{^  a  unanimous  agree- 
ment had  been  come  to  on  it  prior  to  this  dis- 
ouBsion ;  yet  there  was  quite  enough  of  tnatft 
rials  to  condemn  the  present  Goveniaent- 
without  recurring  to  their  mismanagement  tA 
the  war,  to  which  he  would  call  the  attentico 
of  the  House  before  he  concluded  his  renuuks. 
The  Ministers  had  on  many  occasions  stigma- 
tised their  opponents  as  "tiltra-provincialists" 
— an  epithet  unfairly  applied — ^forgetting  at  the 
some  time  that  they  themselves  were  ztalliy 
and  truly  ultra-centralists  ;  and,  true  to  theic 
creed,  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  weaken,, 
impede,  and  render  contemptible  the  various 
Provincial  Governments,  as  was  but  too  plunly 
shown  by  their  acts  of  the  two  last  sessions  of 
the  la«t  Parliament.  He  farther  objected  t» 
tiie  present  Ministers  on  account  of  their  ex- 
travagance, and  the  want  of  economy  in  ths 
various  departments  of  government.  It  was  to» 
muoh  for  a  young  colony  like  this,  containing 
80,000  inhabitants,  after  defraying  all  the  ex- 
penses of  its  nine  Provincial  Govemmente,  to 
be  paying  between  £70,000  and  £80,000  to 
a  General  Government  which  did  so  little  d 
Uie  real  government  of  the  ool(»iy,  although  it- 
employed  five  hundred  officials.  TeJdng  into 
consideration  their  resources,  the  settlers  cf 
these  Islands  were  taxed  to  a  greater  extent 
than-  those  of  any  other  colony  in  thea* 
seas;  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  exports 
— ^which  are  an  index  of  a  country's  wealth — 
of  the  Korth  Island  were  falling  oS  as  they 
had  done  last  year  at  Wellington  and  Auck- 
land. Auckland  used  to  export  shiploads  of 
wheat ;  now  it  was  importing  them.  In  1857  it 
exported  82,000  bushels  of  wheat;  in  1858-59,. 
about  10,000  bushels;  and  now,  in  1860-61,. 
the  year  of  great  Ministerial  mismanagement, 
Auckland  was  importing  wheat  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  bushels.  Honourable  members  lauded, 
as  though  bad  govemn^ent  had  nothing  to  do 
with  wheat-producing :  now,  he  begged  to  re- 
mind them  that  the  present  Government  com- 
menced and  misconducted  a  war,  and  that  that 
war  had  ruined  Taranaki,  where  quantities  of 
wheat  were  grown,  had  caused  great  numbers- 
of  the  Natives  to  gs  a-flghting,  instead  of  grow- 
ing wheat,  and  that,  while  it  had  frightened 
away  emigrants,  and  prevented  others  from 
coming  to  Auckland  who  might 'have  been 
wheat-growers,  it  hoA  deterred  both  Natives 
and  Europeans  in  this  province  during  the 
last  twelve  months  from  sowing  wheat  v^iidh 
they  might  never  reap.  [The  honourable  gentle- 
man continued:]  I  now  come  to  another  im- 
portant subject,  the  tariff ;  which  Ministers, 
have  been  asked  by  several  provinces  over  and! 
over  again  to  amend,  but  to  which  requests 
they  have  turned  a  deaf  ear,  or  returned  flip- 
pant and  unsatisfactory  replies.  I  oompUun 
that  this  tarifE  is  most  cumbersome,  gives  too 
muoh  disoretionanr  power  to  collectors  of  Cus- 
toms, and  unequally  distribq^es  ^e  fisoal  bur- 
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of  the  eolony — in  short,  it  is  a  taiiS  the 
afiaet  of  which  is  to  tevoni  tiie  noh  emd  fleece 
the  poor ;  and  I  am  aftaid  it  is  likely  to  le- 
nwin  so  so  long  as  those  honooiable  gentlemen 
opposite  oeonpy  the  Ministerial  seats.    I  have 
now  to  eomplain  of  the  despotic  tendencies  of 
the  IduBtty,  as  proved  br  the  Bills  they  have 
nitrodnoed,  and  illnBtrated  by  their  speeches — 
partioalarly  by  the  spee6hes  of  the  Colonial 
Txeaearer.    The  arbitouy  Bills  I  allnde  to  are 
the  NatiTe  Ofienders  BiU,  the  Aims  Bill,' and 
the  Militia  BiU,  which  the  Government  intro- 
duoed  during  the  last  session  of  last  Honse, 
•nd  which  were  withdrawn  because  hononrable 
meiBbeis  on  this  side  of  the  Honse  vigorously 
and  successfully  opposed  them,  on  the  grounds 
thSit  they — ^these  Buls — ^were  unfitted  for  a  free 
people,  and  calculated  to  sap  our  free  institu- 
tioDs.    I  say  that  when  I  saw  the  Oovemment 
doing  their  utmost  to  place  these  three  mea- 
sures on  the  Statute  'Book,  of  this  colony  I  had 
no  hope  of  them.    I  felt  that  these  three  Bills 
weie  nsoonstitutional,  and  only  worthy  of  the 
Osar  of  Russia.    I  now  come  to  the  war  ques- 
tioD,  a  subject  of  vital  and  paraipount  import- 
«nee  to  thu  colony,  a  subject  in  which  our  Aus- 
tralian friends  take  deep  interest,  a  subject 
now  being  discussed  and  considered  in  Eng- 
land, and  a  subject  requiring  the  most  serions 
ajid     dispassionate    consideration    from    this 
House.    I  approach  this  grave  question  in  no 
p«rty  s^ritj  out  with  a  wiiui  to  see  it  solved  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  colony ;  but  I  cannot 
allow  this  occasion  to  pass  without  expressing 
my  sarprise  that  the  Home  Government  should 
ask  this  struggling  but  promising  colony  to 
bear  so  very  large  a  proportion  of  tiie  expenses 
of  the  war.     Be  it  remembered  always  that 
this  Honse  is  unanimous  in  its  opinion  that 
this  is  an  Imperial  war,  over  which  we  have 
no  (Kmtrol.    And  I  do  think  the  Home  auQiori- 
ties  ought  not  to  claim  so  much  as  they  do  by  a 
great  deal.  They  are  actually  asking  us  to  con- 
trfbote  nearly  as  much  for  troops  as  Axutralia, 
a  rich  continent,  with  a  large  population,  and 
an  enormous  yield  of  gold,  wool,  and  other 
commodities ;  they  are  requesting  this  colony 
to  pay  more  than  the  old  and  wealthy  colonies 
of  the  Cape  and  Canada.    While  I  feel  grateful 
to   our  Mother-country  for  the   prompt  and 
libenLl  manner  in  which  it  has  come  to  our 
help  in  the  hour  of  need,  I  do  hope  and  trust 
it  will  not  insist  on  its  present  claims,  for  we 
have  not  the  means  of  paying  them.    There  is 
one  thing  I  would  now  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  this  House  to — which  is  that  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Government  wants  to  confound 
the  war  that  is  past  with  the  war  impending. 
Now,  I  consider  them  two  difierent  things,  two 
distinct  questions.    The  vrar  at  Waitara  was 
for  a  bit  of  land ;  the  proposed  war  at  Waikato 
is  to  establish  the  Queen  s  supremacy — to  put 
down  tiie  king  movement.    knA.  here  let  me 
observe  that  for  some  time  I  have  held  the 
opinion  that  the  Government  ought  long  ago, 
befcoe  the  T^ronaki  war  commenced,  to  have 
interfered  to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  the 
Irmg  movement;  but  they  allowed  it  to  take 
its  comae — even  connived  at  it — till  at  last  the 


Natives  believed  they  were  doing  no  wrong, 
and  it  gathered  strength  in  such  a  way  as  at 
present  to  show  a  powerful  and  rebellious 
aspect.  I  contend,  and  a^un  repeat,  that 
Waitara  and  the  land  question,  and  Waikato 
and  the  king  movement,  are  totally  dissimilar. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  William  King  was 
against  the  king  movement  before  the  war, 
and  was  driven  to  support  it  through  that  war. 
The  Ministers  have  only  proved  an  imaginary 
connection  between  the  two ;  I  defy  them  to 
prove  a  real  one.  And,  while  some  hononrable 
members  may  have  their  doubts  as  to  the 
justice  or  policy  of  the  Taranaki  war,  they  can- 
not— ^I  have  not — any  doubts  as  to  the  justness 
and  expediency  of  a  war — if  fair  negotiations 
fail,  which  God  forbid — to  establish  the  supro- 
maoy,  the  sovereignty,  of  our  Queen,  which 
at  sll  hazards  must  be  upheld.  But,  Sir — 
and  I  appeal  to  honourable  members  on  both 
sides  of  this  House — cam  we  trust  the  honourable 
members  who  compose  the  present  Ministry 
either  with  present  negotiations  at  a  future  war 
when  they  have  so  mismanaged  the  past  ones  ? 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  though,  during 
last  session,  many  honourable  members  cen- 
sured the  Government  for  plunging  the  colony 
80  rashly  into  a  war,  yet  ample  means  were 
placed  at  their  disposal  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigour.  A  sum  of- £150,000  was  voted 
for  barracks,  stockades,  removing  women  and 
children,  compensation  to  settlers,  and  to  buy 
arms  ;  which  latter  thev  have  not  purchased — 
that  is,  nothing  near  the  whole  of  them  are  in 
the  colony,  though  the  order  for  them  mapr 
have  gone  Home.  Now,  I  would  ask  if  this 
House  can  have  confidence  in  a  Ministry  whose 
motto  appeared  to  be  "  War  at  any  price," 
which  was  concluded  with  "peace  at  any 
price."  Is  it  not  patent  to  all,  from  their  say- 
ings and  doings  of  last  session,  that  they  would 
not  patch  up  a  peace  with  the  "  rebels,"  as 
they  were  justly  termed.  But  have  they  done 
so?  Have  the  murderers  of  the  Omata  settlers 
been  punished?  Have  the  Ngatiruanui  or 
Taranaki  tribes  restored  plunder ;  or  has  land 
been  taken  from  them  as  compensation?  No ; 
nothing  of  that  kind  has  been  done.  And  here 
I  wish  to  be  cleshrly  understood  on  one  very  im- 
portant point ;  and  I  speak  decidedly,  and  after 
calm  deliberation,  when  I  say  that,  if  the  Na- 
tives will  drag  us  into  a  war  and  war  is  un- 
avoidable, they,  the  Natives  who  war  against 
us,  must  be  made  to  give  compensation  in  Isuid 
for  our  losses  ;  for  hitherto  they  have  been 
gainers  by  war,  and  until  they  are  losers  we 
shall  have  no  real  peace.  But  at  the  same  time 
give  them  due  time  to  consider  their  position 
and  the  Governor's  conditions  of  peace  offered 
to  the  Waikatos.  And  what  I  consider  a  proper 
time  is  not  six  or  twelve  months  ;  but  I  think 
three  or  four  months  is  quite  sufficient :  and 
then  if  the  Waikatos  will  not  haul  down  their 
king  flag,  it  will  be  for  British  valour  to  pull  it 
down.  But  I  have  no.  hopes  that  any  such 
things  can  be  accomplished  by  the  present 
Ministry ;  therefore  I  am  desirous  to  see  a  new 
one  in  their  places. .  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  these  negotiations,  or  war,  should 
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not  be  trifled  with.    There  are  three  large  and 
'important  outlying  districts  in  the  south  of  this 
Island  deeply  interested  in  this.     I  represent 
one,  the  honourable  member  for   Bangitikei 
,  another,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
country  districts  of  the  Province  of  Hawke's 
Bay  represents  the  third.    And  the  safety  of 
the  lives  and  properties  of  these  unarmed  and 
]  undefended  districts  depends  on  wise  and  cner- 
.getic  measures  being  taken  by  the  Government. 
,  One  most  important  topic  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  course  of  this 
debate — that  is,  the  probable  cost  of  the  war. 
Sly  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei has  noticed  one  item  of  it ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment have  hardly  thought  it  worth  their 
.attention,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  leading  their 
supporters  into  war  blindfolded.    As  men  of 
.  busmess  we  ought  to  know  our  liabilities ;  and, 
as  honest  men,  if  we  incur  them  we  must  pro- 
,  vide  the  ways  and  means  of  meeting  them ; 
and  if  we  can  arrive  at  the  cost,  or  a  fair 
.  approximation  to  it,  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
see  how  much  we  shall  have  saved  the  colony 
.  if  prudent  negotiations  secure  an  honourable 
peace.     I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this 
.  House  to  prepare  for  war  ;  but  before  we  com- 
mit ourselves  to  war  we  ought  to  count  the 
.  cost.    And  I  would  hero  call  the  attention  of 
southern  members  in  particular,  who  have  so 
liberally  offered  to  pay  their  quota  of  the  ex- 
.  penses  of  the  war,  to  a  statement  I  am  about 
to  make,  which  will  give   them,  before  they 
iinally  commit  themselves,  some  idea  of  the 
liabilities  and  cost  of  a  war  now  imminent.    In 
the  first  place  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  ^  message  sent  down  to  this  House  by 
His  Excellency,  and  covering  a  despatch  from 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  which  message  asks  us 
to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  the 
Duke's  despatch.     This  request  is  for  pay- 
ment of  the  usual  cotonieJ  allowance  to  Her 
Majesty's  troops,  men  and  officers,  and  is  in 
addition  to  the  £5  per  man,  rank  and  file, 
agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
some  months  ago.  Now,  this  additional,  demand 
of  extra  pay  exceeds  £5  per  man  per  annum, 
but,  taking  it  at  the  lowest  rate  of  £5,  this^ 
with  the  colony's  contribution  of  £5,  makes  £10 
per  annum  ;  and,  as  the  number  of  troops,  all 
.ranks,  including  six  hundred  men  now  on  their 
way  out  hero,  may  be  taken  safely  at  six  thou- 
sand men,  wo  shall  have  six  thousand  men  at 
£10  per  head,  which,  with  the  £7,000  demanded 
for  Kew  Plymouth  barracks,  amounts  for  the 
year  to  £67,000 ;  and  I  am  just  informed  that 
a  little  account — a  back  bill — has  been  sent 
in  —  I  believe  by  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment — for  about  £60,000.    This  makes  a  total 
of  £127,000  we  are  called  upon  to  pay.    But, 
leaving  out  this  arrears'  account  of  £60,000, 
and  keeping  to  my  own  estimate  of  £67,000, 
which  will  be  very  much  increased  if  wo  have 
two  more  regiments  out.    Of  course,  as  I  have 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  said,  the  war  is  an 
Imperial  one,  we  ought  not  to  be  called  on  to 
pay  such  vast  sums  ;  and  if  we  are  called  upon 
we  have  not  the  means  to  do  it.    £ut  what 
the  opinion  of  the  Ministers  is  on  this  subject 
Mr,  Carter 


moat  of  OS  are  entirely  ignorant.    Pediaps  we 
may  be  told  the  troops  ww  be  withdrawn  if  we 
do  not.    Well,  then  tliere  is  the  demand  for 
men  and  money  made  by  His  Excellency  the 
other  night.    And  I  must  say,  on  this  men-and- 
money  question  His  Excellency  has  adopted  a 
straightiorward  and  manly  course  when  he  re- 
quested us,  before  we  were  committed  to  Uie 
war,  to  consider  that  yie  must  supply  men  and 
money.    I  wish  his  Besponsible  Advisers  were 
equally  candid  about  war  expenses.    By  "  men 
and  money "   I   understand   Militiamen  and 
their  payment ;  and  if  we  take  the  men  in  this 
Northern  Island  at  ten  thousand   capable  of 
bearing  arms — and  this  is  much  under  the  true 
estimate — we  may  fairly  assume,  in  case  of  a 
general  war,  that  at  least  four  thousand  Militia- 
men will  be  called  out  to  assist  to  defend  their 
own  districts,  and  also  to  aid,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  operations  of  General  Cameron.     And,  as, 
by    the    Militia   regulations   of   last  session. 
Militiamen  receive  2s.  6d.  per  day  and  their 
rations,  it  is  not  too  much  to  estimate  their 
cost  per  diem  at  3s.  6d. ;  and  four  thousand 
men  on  duty  at  3s.  6d.  per  day,  and,  say,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  officers  at  IDs.  per  day, 
amounts  to  £780  a  day,  or  per  annum  £284,700, 
or  rather  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
money  for  local  defence  alone.    Then  there  is 
another  war  item — removal  of  women  and  chil- 
dren— a  contingency  that  might  not  happen, 
but  has  occurred  at  Taranaki ;  and  it  most  be 
calculated  for  on  the  same  principle  as  a  mer- 
chant who  sends  a  ship  to  sea  which,  if  every- 
thing is  in  her  favour,  may  make  a  voyage  in 
six  days;   if  contrary  winds  detain  her,  she 
may  be  twelve  days,  or  she  may  be  lost  alto- 
gether; but  these  are  the  merchant's  contin- 
gencies, on  which  he  has  calculated,  and  which 
he  has  provided  to  meet.    So  it  is  with  our 
war— it   may   last   three   months   or   twelve 
months,  or  we  may  be  worsted  or  ruined.     The 
removal  of  women   and   children — say   fifteen 
thousand   in   number — to    take   refuge  in  the 
cities  of   Auckland  and    Wellington,   or   per- 
haps be  deported  to  the  Lliddle  Island,  would, 
at  83.  per  week,  cost  at  the  rate  of  £6,000  per 
week,  or  £312,000  for  the  yesur.    I  do  not  wish 
to  exaggerate.    I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to  be 
corrected  by  any  honourable  member  pointing 
out  error  in  my  calculations.    But  I  have  still 
another  large  item  to  bring  before  the  House. 
My  first  item  was  the  £10  per  head,  and  bar- 
racks, £67,000 ;  second.  Militia  pay,  £284,700; 
third,    removal     of     women    and    children, 
£312,000;  and  my  last   item — destruction  of 
settlors'  property — which,  taking  the  losses  at 
Taranaki  as  a  basis,  may  be  estimated  at — 
Auckland,  outside   the   Tamaki,  at  £300,000; 
WelUngton,  £400,000  ;  Hawke's  Bay,  £.300,000 ; 
making  a  grand  total  of  expense  and  loss  of 
£1,663,700.     These  calculations   I  have  just 
made  are  no  imaginary  ones.     I  have  inifor- 
mation  derived  from   a   gentleman  high   in 
position  at  Taranaki  and  well  able  to  judge, 
who  states  his  beUef  that  the  loss  at  Taranaki 
from   destruction    of    houses,   stock,   gardens, 
hedges,  farm  produce,  and  farming  implements 
cannot  be  much  less  than  £150,000 ;  and,  taJEing 
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.that  u  date,  and  cmi  cultivated  lands  in  the 
V«^T»fla  of  the  hostile  Natives,  I  think  I  have 
undenated  rather  than  overrated  the  probable 
Josses  of  outlying  settlers.    As  regards  Auck- 
'land,  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  military 
-cannot  defend  the  country  beyond  the  line  of 
tlie  Tamaki,  and  the  settlers  that  live  outside 
it  most  abandon  their  homes  and  a  cotmtry  in 
several  parts  cultivated  like  a  garden.    I  heard 
the    other   evening   the    honourable   member 
for    Chiistchuroh  say,  "  Auckland  men,  don't 
place    yourselves    at    the   mercy   of   a   Wel- 
lington Ministry,"  or  words   to   that  efieot. 
Kow,  I  beg  to  assure  that  honourable  member 
that  Wellington  members  do  not  want  a  Wel- 
.lington    Ministry,    and    sooner   than  see  the 
.present  one  remain   in    power    I  think  they 
would  be  content  to  be  unrepresented  in  it ;  for 
no  other  Ministry  could  treat  Wellington  worse 
than  or  as  badly  as  the  present  one.   What  Wel- 
lington members  would  wish  to  see  is  a  New 
Zealand  Ministry,  who  would  foster  and  work 
in  unison  with  the  provinces,  reduce  our  ex- 
penditure and  increase  our  income,  who  would 
negotiate  fairly  for  an  honourable  peace,  or, 
negotiations  failing,  carry  on  a  vigorous  war 
that  would  end  in  a  lasting  peace.    But,  Sir,  I 
^declare  it  to  be  my  unbiassed  and  solemn  con- 
victioa  that,  if  the  present  Ministry  remain  in 
power,  the  fate  of  our  provincial  institutions  is 
sealed,  negotiations  tcr  secure  the  acceptance 
•of  the  Governor's  conditions  to  the  Waikatos 
will  fail,  and  a  disastrous  war  Will  be  con- 
cluded by  a  patched-up  peace.    Standing  as 
we  do  on  the  threshold  of  a  war  likely  to  be 
ruinous,  cruel,  and  bloody,  I  ask  this  House  to 
pause  ere  it  gives  a  vote  of  confidence  to  a 
Ministry  whose  past  mismanagement  of  the 
afiairs  of  the  colony  ought  to  be  a  beacon  to 
warn  us  from  trusting  them  in  the  future. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  that,  if  ever  he  felt  the  re- 
sponsibility of  addressing  any  audience,  he  felt 
.  it  now.  Knowing  that  they  were  this  night, 
or  at  an  early  date,  to  fix,  as  he  believed,  the 
.destinies  of  the  colony  for  good  or  evil,  and 
.that  for  many  a  day — knowing,  as  all  of  them 
did,  that  perhaps  on  their  own  individual 
votes  might  rest  such  consequences  as  those, 
it  behoved  every  honourable  member  to  speak 
iwith  a  due  senso  of  the  responsibility  resting 
:on  his  individual  decision.  He  felt  that  this 
.evening  he  stood  at  a  disadvantage,  for  he  was 
about  to  moke  animadversions  on  the  speech 
of  his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ba- 
.ngitlkei,  and  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  vote 
with  him.  He  would,  however,  endeavour  in  a 
simple  maimer  to  meet  and  combat  such  of  that 
honourable  member's  assertions  as  ought  to 
be  combated  in  that  House.  Before  he  com- 
menced, he  would  freely  say  that  he  had  the 
-greatest  respect  for  the  honourable  member  for 
.Bangitikei,  and  in  other  circumstances  there 
.was  hardly  a  member  of  this  House  whom  he 
would  be  more  willing  to  support ;  but,  while 
.he  had  a  high  respect  for  the  abilities  and 
the  honesty  of  the  intentions  of  his  honour- 
able friend  under  other  oiroumstances,  yet 
lie  most  also  express  his  high  sense  of  the 
,*bilil>y,  firmness,'  and  courage  which  Minis- 


ters had  shown  during  the  five  years  they 
had  held  office  in  this  country.  He  should 
speak  fearlessly  and  freely,  with  biit  one  thing 
in  view — as  he  trusted  all  honourable  members 
had  the  same — the  welfare  of  their  adopted 
country.  He  had  no  ambition  or  inclination 
to  fill  the  high  and  responsible  seats  occupied 
by  the  present  Ministry,  nor  had  he  anything 
to  expect  from  the  occupants  of  those  seats  ; 
and  in  the  cursory  survey  he  should  take  of 
the  recent  and  present  state  of  ^airs,  he 
should  speak  freely  at  the  risk  of  hitting  Minis- 
ters pretty  hard  at  times  ;  for  we  have  no  right 
to  expect  from  any  men  that  they  should  be 
right  on  every  point.  The  country  could  only 
expect  from  men  in  power  that  on  the  main 
questions  which  concerned  our  adopted  country 
there  should  be  no  mistake ;  and  honourable 
members  were,  he  trusted,  willing  to  overlook 
minor  mistakes  and  imperfections  so  long  as 
they  were  assured  that  on  questions  of  vital 
importance  the  Ministry  of  the  day  were  right. 
With  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  membei 
for  Rangitikei  on  the  terms  of  peace  at  Wai- 
tara  he  coincided  to  a  considerable  extent. 
They  could  not  be  called  honourable.  They 
were  a  disgrace  to  us  as  Englishmen,  and  re- 
flected no  honour  on  those  who  concluded  them, 
nor  on  those  gentlemen  who,  by  the  pressure 
they  had  used  at  Home,  had  contrived  to 
invest  the  Waitara  question  with  the  appear- 
ance of  a  land  claim,  and  endeavoured  to  cover 
the  Government  and  the  colonists  of  this  coun- 
try with  disgrace  and  dishonour,  as  a  parcel 
of  Ahabs  coveting  the  vineyards  of  Taranaki. 
The  diwrace  of  Ministers  was  equally  the  dis- 
grace of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  had 
driven  the  Government,  for  the  sake  of  getting 
rid  of  the  apparent  disgrace  of  the  land  ques- 
tion, to  make  any  sacrifices  rather  than  that 
the  designs  of  the  colonists  of  this  country 
should  be  maligned  in  so  slanderous  a  manner. 
But  there  was  another  reason  why  they  should 
look  with  a  more  favourable  eye  on  this  dis- 
graceful and  otherwise  fruitless  peace — namely, 
that  it  enabled  the  military  authorities  to  re- 
move the  seat  of  war  from  an  untenable  and 
dangerous  position  ;  though  it  was  not  wise  to 
go  to  war  and  get  into  a  bad  military  position, 
and  then  make  a  dishonourable  peace  to  get 
out  of  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei bad  asked  them,  if  arms  were  again  re- 
sorted to,  what  security  would  they  have  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  made 
such  a  peace  once  would  not  be  ready  to 
make  an  equally  disgraceful  peace  again.  He 
would  answer,  This  security :  that,  whereas 
last  session  honourable  gentlemen  ranged  in 
opposition  were  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
Natives  and  weakening  their  fellow-country- 
men, now  they  were  nominally,  at  least,  united 
on  this  grand  question.  That  was  a  powerful 
reason  why  they  might  expect  that  ^linisters, 
feeling  that  they  had  the  complete  support  of 
the  country— which  they  had  had  long — and  of 
this  House,  would  not  find  it  necessary  to  make 
another  peace  on  such  terms  as  that  of  Waitara. 
His  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Bangitikei 
had  done  him  the  honour  to  refer  to  ium  as 
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hMriag  proposed  that  men  who  had  loct  fiums 
and  households  should  have  for  compensation 
a  paltry  acre  or  two ;  but  he  trusted  he  should 
show  tiie  honourable  member  that  the  com- 
pensation he  had  referred  to  was  something 
oifierent  from  that.  He  had  heard  a  great 
deal  in  this  debate  about  negotiations ;  but  he 
would  not  at  present  refer  to  that  subject. 
With  regard  to  what  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Rangitikei  had  said  about  loyal 
Natives,  he  (Mr.  Firth)  trusted  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  any  honourable  gentlemen  to  do 
anything  mote  nor  less  than  to  encourage 
loyalty  wherever  they  found  it — ^not,  however, 
by  soliciting  or  bribing  the  Natives,  but  by 
rendering  £em  that  substantial  justice  and 
benefit  to  which  we  admitted  their  fair  claim, 
and  were  prepared  really  to  give.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  statement  of  some-  honour- 
able members,  and  the  declaration  of  His  Ex- 
oelleno^,  that  the  first  shot  fired  in  Waikato 
would  involve  the  country  in  war  itom.  one 
end  to  the  other.  He  did  not  think  that  was 
a  natural  conclusion.'  At  present  this  matter 
had  been  almost  entirely  confined  to  Wai- 
kato ;  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  extend  to 
Natives  on  the  East  C!oast  and  other  extensive 
districts  in  no  way  concerned  except  by  a  nomi- 
nal adhesion  to  the  king's  flag.  This  matter 
eonoezned  those  who  were  rebels,  who  had 
been  in  arms  against  us  at  Taranaki,  who  in- 
terfered in  a  quarrel  in  which  they  had  no 
business,  who  could  not  charge  us  with  having 
purchased  their  lands,  for  we  had  purchased 
none  in  Waikato.  This  was  a  charge  to  which 
an  amount  of  weight  had  been  attached  which 
did  not  belong  to  it.  These  men,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  had  said,  would 
never  mtike  peace.  And  why  7  He  would  tell 
them  why:  Men  were  not  generally  very 
friendly  with  those'  who  were  determined  to 
make  tiiem  do  right,  when  they  wished  to  do 
wrong.  Every  honourable  gentleman  was 
aware  of  the  state  of  the  relations  existing  for 
the  last  twenty  years  between  a  large  portion 
of  the  Maori  race  and  the  represen^tive  of  the 
Orown ;  and  every  Briton,  looking  back  on  the 
various  encounters  had  with  the  Natives,  and 
the  daily  treatment  of  his  fellow-countrymen 
in  the  Resident  Magistrates'  Ciourts,  must 
blodi  for  shame  at  the  shameful  injustice  done 
in  a  British  colony,  not  to  the  Natives,  but  to 
the  Europeans,  for  twenty  years.  And  here 
he  must  notice  a  charge  brought  against  the 
Ministers  with  reference  to  missionary  inter- 
ference. Who  invited  missionary  interference  ? 
The  gentlemen  at  that  table  did  not.  They 
found  it  in  operation,  and  were  compelled  by 
force  of  circumstances  to  accept  a  policy  which 
they,  as  Englishmen,  did  not  and  could  not  ap- 
prove of.  He  did  not  hold  them  responsible  for 
that  system  of  attempting  to  govern  the  country 
through  negotiations— or,  rather,  solicitation 
— and  missionary  interference.  Neither  did 
he  hold  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
rest^nsible  for  it,  for  he  had  long  ago  protested 
against  a  state  of  matters  like  that,  knowing 
that  a  time  would  come  when  those  influences, 
as  now,  would  be  powerful  only  for  evil.  Now, 
Mr.  Firth 


when  for  tiie  first  time  a  QovKnment,  ( 
ing  of  Qovemor  Browne  and  the  honooraU* 
gentlemen  at  that  table— at  a  time  whm  thej 
were  not  oettain  of  the  approval  of  the  Honaer 
but  were  certain  of  the  disapproval  of  a  powac- 
ful  portion  of  it — ^when  they  knew  not  how 
their  actions  would  be  looked  upon  at  Hoow— 
when  they  knew  not  to  what  malign  inflnenoa* 
and  misrepresentations  the  acts  of  the  coioai^U,. 
as  a  body,  would  be  subjected — did  fairiy  and 
bravely  meet  a  difficulty  which  had  become  in- 
evitable, and  could  not  be  got  over  bnt  byfighV- 
ing  it  out,  was  it  surprising  that  rebel  Nativar 
should  dislike  those  who  endeavoured  to  bnaf. 
them  into  subjection?  Referring  to  imputa- 
tions made  last  session  and  this  by  the  himavz- 
able  member  for  Rangitikei  and  those  who- 
acted  with  him  on  the  Southern  Island  mem- 
bers, that,  being  themselves  safe  on  the  other 
side  of  Cook  Strait,  they  hounded  on  the 
House  and  the  Ministry  to  war  which  wonid 
not  touch  themselves,  he  (Mr.  Firth)  asked 
the  honourable  member  to  withdraw  titat 
imputation,  which  was  not  a  proper  sort  of 
thing  to  be  used  by  one  gentleman  to  another 
in  discussions  in  that  House.  He  should  ewe 
feel  grateful  to  the  men  of  the  South  for  tfa* 
support  they  had  rendered — as  calm  spectato(V 
truly,  but  therefore  moie  fit  to  give  a  dispas- 
sionate judgment — as  those  at  Home,  in  a  simi- 
lar position,  had  given  the  same  judgment.  He 
felt  grateful  to  the  men  of  the  South,  for  they 
might  have  said,  "  Why,  oh,  we  have  nothing, 
to  do  with  this  ({uarrel.  Let  us  go  in  for  separa- 
tion, and  leave  the  men  of  the  North  to  their 
fate." 

Mr.  FOX. — ^The  honourable  member  has  ink- 
represented  me.  I  never  made  any  sqoh  impu- 
tations. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  no  one  could  be  more  happy 
than  himself  to  heat  the  honourable  member 
make  that  assertion.  On  the  last  point  he  felt 
sincere  pleasure  in  being  able  to  agree  to  a 
great  extent  with  the  remarks  of  his  h<^onr- 
able  friend.  Nominally,  and  he  hoped  sinoerelyr 
the  terms  offered  to  the  Waikatos  were  t» 
become  the  watchword  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei,  as  well  as  of  Ministers.  On. 
this  there  was  to  be  now  no  disunion.  Hm- 
satisfaotion  wu  considerable ;  but  it  would  be 
greater  but  for  one  thing.  He  would  say,  Take 
care  that  this  treaty  which  you  are  a^ntto- 
make  is  not  a  mere  paper  treaty — not  a  tzea^ 
which  will  only  have  the  effect  of  sending  th 
the  troops  out  of  the  country.  This  wac  waa 
now  acfaiowledged  on  every  hand  as  an  Imperial 
war ;  but,  if  they  did  not  take  material  goaian- 
tees  for  tiie  treaty  being  carried  out,  he  pra- 
dicted  that  the  next  would  be  a  settlers'  war. 
He  felt,  as  he  had  said  before,  that  never  in  tha 
course  of  his  life  had  so  solemn  a  responsibility 
rested  upon  him.  This  war  was  not  merely  a 
question  of  missionaries,  settlerSr  on  Maoris,. 
but  a  question  of  law,  order,  and  oivilisatioiL 
itself.  With  such  a  questirai  sutenitted  to 
their  decision,  let  them  pause  before  they  Uxk. 
any  steps  to  encourage  mdireetly  the  erection 
at  Ngaruawahia  of  a  dominion  and  power  oni 
the  black  pedestal  of  savageiam,  whicii  shonUl 
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m,j  to aJTilitHlMfi,  "Tlunto  di»H  ihoaoeane, 
hat  ptasmne  not  to  mm  tiia  bounchuy  maiked 
oat  foe  thee."    And  here  he  would  remove  a 
misiindentanding  which  had  entered  into  the 
minds  of  some  honourable  members  aonoetnina 
bim.    He  would  say  that  in  all  that  he  haa 
wntten  or  apokMi  no  man  oould   la^  to  hia 
«liaig«  that  he  had  eyer  need  an  inanltmg  word 
to  DC  of  » loyal  Maori.    He  had  had  oreat  op- 
portunitieq  of  forming  an  estimate  of  the  Maori 
.ehanuster ;  and  if  he  were  inclined  to  say  any- 
thing else  the  experience  of  the  late  campaign 
at  Wiaitara  would  settle  his  oonoloBion  in  a 
momant — the  Maori  was  a  brave  man.   He  was 
free  to  admit  there  were  many  good  points  in 
the  ehacaotor  of  the  Maori,  and  had  never  been 
<m«  of  those  to  heap  censure  upon  them ;  and, 
to  take  the  general  ran  of  the  oommunify,  they 
would  not  find  men  indulging  in  imputations 
<m  the  Maori,  though  they  did  grumble  when 
the  Maorin  got  more  justice  than  they.    The 
Maori  was  a  brave  and,  to  a  great  extent,  a 
maennahle  man;  and,  being  so,  and  having 
bad  the  ezperienee  of  the  last  Waitara  cam- 
ptkign,  he  (Mr.  Firth)  fetved  that  such  demon- 
afaations  of  force,  even  such  as  that  at  EUerslie 
the  other  day,  had  ceased  to  influence  him. 
He  would  urge  negotiations  to  be  tried  in  every 
ftopet  manner,  and  to  leave  no  stone  unturned 
to  secore  a  safe  and  lasting  peace ;  but  he  feared 
ttte  time  was  gone  too  far.    Though  the  Maori 
waa  a  reasonablo  being,  and  tho^;h  the  mis- 
sionaries had  done  much  for  them,  and  raised 
them  Ugh  from  thedepthg  of  savagery  into  which 
eentozies  had  plunged  them,  yet  they  must  not 
expect  much  from  uem — ^must  not  expect  them 
to  receive  instmotions  with  respect  from  those 
whose  physical   courage   they  fancied  them- 
selves to  have  proved  contemptible  in  the  late 
campaign,  but  which  he  fMr.  Firth)  denied  waa 
a  bix  evidence.    Never  till  the  British  power  in 
tiuse  islands  became  a  stem  reality  would  the 
Maoris  receive  with  any  measure  of  respect  the 
civilization  we  might  be  prepared  to  offer  them. 
Be  (Mr.  Firth)  had  referred  to  negotiations,  and 
he  believed  it  was  just  poMible  that  there  was  at 
this  moment  one  avenue  by  which  to  approach 
the  Maori,  and  only  one  —  his  seU-mterest. 
Negotiations  had  hitherto,  he  feared,  been  too 
maoh  of  the  nature  of  solicitations ;  but,  with- 
out they  could  show  a  Maori  that  it  was  for  his 
advantage,  solicitation  would  be  in  vain ;  and 
h«  feared  that  in  the  negotiations  about  to  be 
oonducted  the  Maori  would  think,  or  be  told 
by  his  advisers,  that  the  terms  proposed  wero 
iu>t    for   his    advantage.     Some    preliminary 
■tepe,  then,  must  be  taken  to  convince  him  that 
ihey  were  as  much  for  his  advantage  as  for  us ; 
and  through  his  self-interest  he  might  be  ap- 
proached with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 
He  thought  it  was  very  unfortunate  that  so 
much  had  been  said  to  convince  the  European 
population  of  the  risk  they  were  running ;  of  the 
expoise,  of  the  destruction  of  property,  and  all 
the  horrors  ot  war ;  but  that  no  steps  should 
have  been  taken  to  teach  the  Maori  that  he, 
too,  had  something  to  lose.    The  Maori  might 
ask,  "  What  had  he  to  lose  that  waa  of  value  to 
}imf  "    In  answer  he  (Mr.  Fixth)  would  point 


to  those  traditiaaaij  ananels  about  worthleag 
scraps  of  land  whioh  nad  desolated  tiie  settl»> 
ments  of  the  oonntrv — to  the  persistency  witii 
which  the  Maori  adhered  to  his  land,  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  passion.  If  ever  man  in  thia 
world  had  a  possession  which  he  valued  highly, . 
so  did  the  Maori  value  his  land.  Iiet  the  Maori 
know  that  the  Government  was  aware  of  thia  ■ 
fact,  and  that  to  this. source  they  would  look 
for  reimbursement  and  compensation.  Bvar* 
one  knew  that,  by  tiie  praotioe  of  ancient  ana 
modem  warfaro,  the  land  fell  to  the  conquerors. 
But,  if  the  Maori  knew  nothing  of  history,  lek- 
him  simply  appeal  to  the  customs  of  hia 
raoe,  by  wluch  the  land  has  always  been  the 
fund  out  of  whioh  those  damaged  by  inonrsiona  - 
of  tribes  wero  indemnifled  and  reimbursed. 
Ijet  him  know,  then,  that  compensation  will 
be  demanded,  not  only  for  every  ruined  home- 
stead and  desolated  fwm,  but  for  those  widows 
and  orphans  whom  some  of  his  advocates  had; 
told  us  William  King  loved  so  well ;  let  him 
know  that,  if  he  will  urge  us  into  war,  he  shall 
be  made  to  pa^  the  expenses  of  it.  Let  th* 
Ma<Mn  know  this,  and  he  (Mr.  Firth)  thought 
our  negotiations,  not  solicitations,  might  be 
attended  with  some  degree  of  success.  He  had 
always  objected  to  direct  punhaae  of  Native 
land,  becauas  it  might  entail  upon  the  colony 
the  sole  responsibility  and  duty  of  quelling  any 
diatorbance ;  but  let  law  and  order  once  roign 
here,  and  his  objections  would  cease  at  once. 
Give  Grown  grants  to  all  Maoris  breaking  up 
their  tribal  tenure — ^give  every  individual  Maon 
the  sharo  that  fell  to  him,  less  the  cost  of  sur- 
veying and  road-making ;  and  then — ^but  not  by 
any  such  ridionloua  propositions  as  appeared  in 
a  Bill  the  other  day,  to  enable '  Maoris  to  sell 
their  land — they  might  at  length  see  the  union 
of  the  two  races  in  peace  and  civilization.  And 
he  would  say  to,  every  loyal  Maori,  "Wee^ro 
your  friends :  we  desiro  not  your  lands— they  ars. 
yours."  Honourable  members  wero  flow  asked 
to  vote  that  they  had  iio  confidence  in  men  who 
had  faced  this  great  difficulty  with  the  Natives 
like  true  men— -brave  Englialunen ;  and  because 
an  unsuccessful  campaign  had  covered  them 
for  a  moment  with  a  certain  amocmt  of  diffi- 
culty, the  House  was  asked  to  transfer  to  tha.- 
hands  of  those  who  had  consistently  opposed 
them  the  seals  of  office.  He  protested  against 
such  a  proceeding.  He  did  not  see  how  their 
garments  could  be  expected  to  fit  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  with  any  degroe  of 
propriety.  He  admirod  consistency ;  and,  uiough 
he  believed  the  honourable  member  to  be  as . 
nearly  as  possible  of  his  own  opinions,  wero 
that  gentleman  froe  to  utter  them — and  he  did 
not  mean  to  blame  the  honourable  member  for- 
hia  roticence — ^yet  that  honourable  member, 
and  thoae  who  acted  with  him,  had  again  and 
again  protested  against  the  Waitara  quanrel, 
and  this  was  the  same  question  undet  another 
name — the  question  of  the  supromaoy  of  the, 
British  Orown. 

An  Hon.  Mkkber. — ^No,  no. 

Mr.  FIRTH.— What,  then,  meant  the  resist- 
ance made  to  the  peaceable  band  of  surveyors  f 
Why  did  not  King  appeal  to  the  Ooort  ? 
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,    Mr.  G.  GRAHAM.— WUoh  Ooort  7    He  had 
jio  Court. 

.  Mr.  FIBTH  said  the  Court  was  always  open 
to  every  sufiering  man,  English  or  Maori — the 
jOourt  of  British  justice.  He  should  be  gl^  to 
see  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  in 
ihose  seats ;  but  with  his  present  allies  he  dare 
^ot  trust  him.  Did  that  honourable  gentleman 
.zest  for  support  more  on  the  great  basis  of 
public  opinidn,  and  less  on  that  select  body 
of  gentlemen  whom  he  had  reproached  the 
Ministry  for  cutting  off  from  being  of  any 
service  to  them,  then  he  (Mr.  Firth)  should 
have  more  confidence  in  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's sincere  performance  of  what  he  professed. 
He  asked  the  House  not  to  commit  itself  to  an 
act  which  would  be  interpreted  at  Ngaruawahia 
-as  a  division  in  their  Goimcil.  How  oould  the 
Katives  think  otherwise  when  they  saw  those 
jnen  who  had  opposed  the  Government  all  this 
while  now  tunung  them  out  of  office  7  Would 
Ihey  think  that  the  honourable  member  for 
■Bangitikei  would  do  their  work  better  than  the 
others  ?  The  Natives  oould  hardly  be  expected 
to  come  to  that  conolusien.  They  could  not 
but  interpret  it  as  what  it  was — a  vote  of  want 
-of  confidence,  and  a  reversal  of  the  policy  of 
^te  years.  The  House  should  take  me  posi- 
tion of  avoiding  all  division,  or  anything  having 
the  appearance  of  division,  refuse  to  vote  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  and 
continue  Ministers  in  their  office.  He  said 
this,  not  because  he  had  anything  to  gain ;  and 
he  believed  all  who  voted  in  their  favour  to-day 
might  say  the  same.  He  would  give  every  man 
credit  for  wishing,  with  himself,  the  advantage 
and  credit  of  the  country  in  which  they  lived. 
He  would,  lastly,  put  it  to  those  honourable 
-members  from  Otagtf  who  had  declared  that, 
though  on  this  great  question  of  Native  policy 
they  were  as  one  with  the  A^nisters,  but  that, 
|6i  provincial  reasons,  they  would  turn  them 
out,  and  afterwards,  perhaps,  turn  out  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  too,  whether 
it  would  be  befitting  the  character  of  legis- 
lators on  whom  rested  so- great  a  responsibility 
that,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  were  ex- 
pecting the  word  to  be  given,  "  Men,  stand  to 
your  gtms,  clear  the  decks  for  action,"  at  the 
moment  when  provincial  chips  ought  to  be 
stowed  away  or  thrown  overboard,  they  should 
take  this  moment  for  changing  the  captain.  He 
went  in  for  the  establishment  of  law  and  order, 
and  the  putting-down  of  such  things  as  tavas. 
They  should  be  willing  to  go  through  a  year  or 
two  of  trial  to  prevent  twenty  or  thirty  years 
of  the  reign  of  the  tomahawk.  He  desired 
nothing  to  be  left  undone  to  procure  peace,  if 
possible ;  but,  if  war  must  come — if  the  fiery 
cross  speed  its  way  through  Waikato,  and  if 
these  volcanic  hills  by  which  we  are  surrounded 
blaze  with  beacon  fires,  then  the  colonists  and 
the  House,  feeling  that  they  have  done  their 
duty— 

Their  steadfast  souls  shall  fear  no  more 
Than  solid  rocks  when  billows  roar. 
,  Mr.  WELD. — Sir,  as   there  appears  to  be 
some   hesitation   as    to  who.  shall    next  ad- 
dress  the   House  —  drawing'  up   honourable 


members  this,  evening  senning  to  be  as  diffi- 
cult an  operation  aa  the  extraction  of  teeth — 
I  shall  no  longer  delay  saying  what  I  have  to 
say ;  nor  do  I  see  any  reason — being  confident 
in  my  cause — why  I  should  wish  as  far  as 

r>ssible  to  obtain  the  last  word.  I  must  saj 
have  watehed  the  progress  of  this  debate  witib 
great  pleasure — a  tone  of  moderation  has  per- 
vaded it ;  and,  bearing  in  mind  that  this  is  a 
motion  essentially  of  a  party  chsbracter,  I  think 
that  the  House  may  be  congratulated  on  the. 
circumstance ;  but  beyond  that  there  is  another 
matter  of  congratulation.  It  is  a  subject  of 
the  utmost  congratulation  to  members  of  this 
Ministry  —  of  triumph,  I  may  say — that  vrt 
have  been  placed  in  the  proudest  position  in 
which  public  men  can  be  placed' by  a  political 
opponent,  by  the  adoption  of  our  policy  by  the 
honourable  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  can- 
not imagine  any  prouder  position  than  that  in 
which  he  has  placed  us,  whether  we  stand  or 
fall.  Should  we  fall,  our  mantle  has  descended 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  honourable  member, 
and  we  may  therefore  well  be  willing  to  depart 
to  that  elysium  whither,  I  suppose,  defunct 
Ministries  are  wont  to  retire.  I  will  as  briefly 
as  possible  refer  to  some  of  those  points  in  the 
honourable  member's  speech  which  have  not 
been  already  entirely  disposed  of  by  previous 
speakers.  And,  first,  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei  has  laid  down  as  his  guide  ob- 
tain principles  which  have  already  been  enun- 
ciated and  acted  upon  by  us,  and  be  com- 
mences by  saying  that  be  would  carefully 
keep  distinct  the  grounds  of  any  future  war 
from  the  Waitara  land  question.  Now,  it  will 
be  observed  that  that  course  is  precisely  the 
one  adopted  already.  In  one  sense  it  is  impos- 
sible completely  to  sepckrato  the  question,  for 
the  Taranaki  war  is  intimately  connected  vriih 
the  Land  League  and  the  king  movement; 
but  as  far  as  possible,  as  is  evident  from  the 
terms  offered  to  the  Ngatiawa,  every  possible 
effort  has  been  made  to  septLrate  the  land  ques- 
tion from  other  elements  of  discord.  I  shall 
now  go  on  to  explain  some  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  late  proceedings  at  Tara- 
naki. Last  February  Tamati  Ngapora,  Ahi- 
pene,  and  a  deputation  of  other  influential 
Waikato  chiefs  waited  upon  His  Excellency 
and  stated  that  they  were  anxious  for  peace, 
and,  without  offering  any  satisfactory  terms 
of  submission,  they  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
war  might  be  allowed  to  die  out.  His  Excel- 
lency told  them  that  submission  to  equal  law 
would  be  amongst  the  conditions  required,  and 
that  the  dissolution  of  the  armed  confederacy 
was  an  essential  preliminary.  No  immediate  re- 
sult followed  from  this  interview;  butin  Maroh 
Tamihana  (William  Thompson)  went  to  Wai- 
tara, asked  for  a  truce,  and  made  overture  foe 
peace  to  His  Excellency.  It  was  then  thought 
proper  to  send  Mr.  McLean  to  Tajranaki.  He 
treated  with  the  Waikato  and  Ngatiawa  in- 
surgents, not  as  a  whole,  but  separately ;  and 
the  result  was  that  they  broke  up,  the  Wai- 
katos  retiring  home,  Kingi  retreating  into  his 
fastnesses,  whilst  the  Ngatiruanui,  having 
proved  themselves  true  to  the  last  to  their 
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ttVBge  instincts  of  pinnder  and  dwrttnotion, 
bioke  up  their  camp  south  of  New  Plymouth, 
and  retreated  to  their  own  country.  Thus 
there  was  no  foe  left  at  Waitara.  It  is  asked 
why,  when  it  was  found  that  the  whole  of  the 
Ngatiawa  did  not  submit,  a  blow  was  not 
s^ck.  Bat  there  was  no  foe  to  strike  at: 
the  few  adherents  of  Kingi  were  in  the  bush — 
a  bush  extending  scores  of  miles,  a  most  im- 
}itacticable  countiy.  It  is  said  that  General 
Ftatt  was  stopped  by  the  peace  at  the  moment 
when  he  woula  have  struck  a  great  blow.  No 
daoisiTe  blow  oould  have  been  struck  without 
taking  the  soldiers  into  the  bush;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  Qeneral  Pratt  did  not  think 
proper  to  send  his  troops  into  the  bush ;  and 
the  Natives  had  miles  of  most  difficult  forest- 
oonntty  in  their  rear.  For  this,  at  least,  the 
Ministry  can  in  no  wise  be  responsible.  It  has 
been  objected  to  us  that  Native  chiefs  were 
taken  to  Taranaki  as  mediators.  It  was  not  as 
mediators  that  they  were  taken  down,  but  as 
witnesses.  We  wished  that  the  Native  chiefs 
should  see  that  the  troops  were  in  possession  of 
all  the  open  Umd — not,  as  they  had  been  led  to 
believe,  hemmed  up  in  a  comer ;  not,  as  had 
been  said,  acting  on  the  defensive;  but— slowly, 
if  yon  will,  yet  steadily — advancing :  that  they 
should  see  for  themselves  and  relate  to  their 
conntrymen — for  the  living  man  is  as  the  news- 
paper to  the  Maori  —  how  the  Qovemor  had 
acted,  and  would  act,  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
puted land.  And  we  were  not  disappointed 
in  our  anticipations,  for  the  very  ^t  night  of 
our  arrival  tiiera  was  a  Native  meeting  held, 
and  Te  Teira  rose  and  made  a  clear  statement 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  explained  how 
he  derived  his  title  from  his  ancestors  to  the 
disputed  block ;  how,  in  a  public  meeting  of 
Natives— such  a  meeting,  Sir,  as  our  Saxon 
ancestors  held  to  settle  land  questions,  when 
the  snthority  of  the  public  voice  decided  upon 
the  ownership — he  had  laid  a  mat,  a  symbol 
of  owneiship,  at  the  Oovemor's  feet ;  how  no 
man — though  in  that  same  meeting  titles  to 
land  had  been  disputed — offered  to  take  up 
that  mat  to  object  to  his  title ;  how  that  title 
bad  never  been  denied,  though  he  had  been 
forbidden  to  sell  what  belonged  to  him ;  and 
how  investigation  had  been  invited  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and,  after  the  lapse  of  months,  had 
been  forcibly  broken  oS  by  Kingi's  aggression  ; 
how,  in  fine,  the  majority  of  the  Waitara  Nga- 
tiawa did  not  recognize  the  claims  of  Wi  Kingi 
to  forbid  them  to  do  as  they  liked  with  their 
own.  That  speech,  as  I  was  informed,  might 
have  done  honour  to  the  debates  of  this  House ; 
and  the  effect  on  the  chiefs  accompanying  His 
Excellency  was  very  great.  The  next  step  was 
the  mission  of  a  deputation  of  the  insurgent 
JJgatiawas.  Wi  Kingi  sent  his  daughter  to 
make  peace.  As,  however,  no  acceptance  of 
the  terms  of  submission  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernor was  preferred,  and  as  the  reception  of 
Kingi's  daughter  would,  according  to  Native 
custom,  have  concluded  peace,  (caving  terms 
to  be  considered  afterwaras,  it  was  found  im- 
poffiible  to  receive  her.  Ungallont,  therefore, 
SB  it  may  appear,  she  was  necessarily  allowed 


to  letam  in  dudgeon.  Haporona,  however,' 
after  conferences  which  lasted  several  days, 
during  which  the  terms,  and  the  full  mean- ' 
ing  of  submission  to  law  and  to  the  Queen's>^ 
authority,  were  explained  to  him,  gave  in  his 
adhesion  to  the  proposed  terms.  There  was  nft 
negotiation  in  the  proper  signification  of  the 
word :  the  Governor  laid  down  his  conditions  ;• 
it  was  a  mere  question  of  refuse  or  accept  ;> 
explanations  were  ^iven  to  that  end,  but  to  no' 
other.  PatukakanU,  the  man  out  of  whose: 
adherence  to  Kingi  so  much  political  capital 
has  been  made,  and  who  is  really  the  only  one> 
of  the  insurgent  party  who  owns  land  to  any- 
extent  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Waitara,  also 
gave  in  his  submission ;  and  it  was  stated,  and, 
indeed,  was  evident  from  his  manner  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  that  his  sympathies  had  not- 
been  heartily  -with  Kingi.  Kingi  himself, 
as  before  the  war  he  had  refused  investiga- 
tion, so  after  the  war  maintained  the  same- 
attitude  of  sullen  defiance,  put  forth  no  claim, 
but  with  a  small  number  of  followers  retired 
into  Waikato.  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  has  stated 
that  the  terms  of  peace  offered  to  the  Ngatiawa 
and  Wiiemu  Kingi — this  very  Wiremn  KingL 
the  justice  of  whose  cause  he  has  so  long  up- 
held— were"ignominioas,"  Let  me  remind  him- 
that  they  have  not  been  accepted  by  Wiremn 
Kingi ;  that  they  will  not  bmd  him,  oonse-- 
guently,  should  he  be  in  the  Government ;  that 
they  do  not  bind  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 
I  wish  to  ask  that  honourable  gentleman,  who 
calls  those  terms  of  peace  "  ignominious,"  con- 
taining as  they  do  complete  submission  to  law 
in  its  fullest  sense,  the  right  of  road-making, 
the  ascertainment  of  Native  title,  the  abandon- 
ment of  illegal  combinations,  what  terms  will 
he  accord  to  Wiremu  Kingi.  Will  he  confli- 
fiscate  his  land  7  But  .south  of  Waitara  the 
land  almost  entirely  belongs  to  friendly  Na- 
tives. Will  he  hanjg  him  ?  -  What  will  he  dO' 
with  him?  I  do  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  tell  -us  in  his  reply.  The  Governor, 
with  the  Ckssent  of  his  Ministry,  offered  these 
comparatively  easy  terms  to  Wiremu  Kingi  for 
the  following  reasons :  It  was  not  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  party  which 
has  opposed  us  both  in  and  out  of  this  House, 
calumniated  the  intentions  of  the  Government, 
and  put  pressure  on  us  to  make  a  peace  whioh^ 
they  now  call  ignominious.  Had  that  been  the- 
reason  we  should  have  been  unworthy  to  hold 
these  seats ;  but  we  thought  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  country  to  give  a  practical  refu- 
tation to  the  calumny  that  we  had  gone  to  war 
to  obtain  land.  It  had  been  stated  that  the 
Qovemor  was  fighting  to  take  land :  to  remove 
that  impression,  which  was  hurrying  the  Na- 
tives into  rebellion,  was  one  retuon  for  offer- 
ing such  lenient  terms  to  Ngatiawa.  But  we  _ 
were  also  actuated  by  other  motives.  "  Why 
did  we  remove  the  seat  of  war  from  Taranaki  ?' 
It  was  of  great  political  importance  to  remove 
the  seat  of  war  from  TaranaJd,  to  put  ourselves 
in  tlie  position  of  striking  at  the  head  instead 
of  at  tkie  extremities,  and  to  disunity  googra- 
phioally  and  morally  Che  southern  from   the- 
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j^ottbein  memben  of  the  iM^pie.  It  was  ad- 
viul>le  to  temoTO  a  ^raat  pottioa  of  the  foroai 
into  the  Auckland  Distnet.  I  may  now  allude 
to  the  great  danger  in  vrhioh  Auckland  waa 
last  yew.  We  MinUten  have  often  been  called 
from  our  seats  last  session  to  consult  upon 
aome  imminent  duiger,  have  been  twitted 
kj  the  honourable  member  for  Bangita'km  on 

"  onr  absenoe  at  moments  when  we  were  endea- 
vouring to  assist  His  Excellency  in  providing 
against  attacks  with  overwhelming  nnmbezi, 
with  almost  every  soldier  absent  at  Taranaki ; 
•ad  we  have  thought  that,  at  a  time  when  the 

.  antiiority  of  the  Waikato  king  and  that  of  Her 
Uajes^  the  Queen  are  placed  face  to  face, 
it  would  not  have  been  desirable  to  have  re- 
mained in  8Uoh  a  position  of  weakness.  We 
have  consequently  concurred  with  His  Excel- 
lency in  thinking  it  was  necessary  to  ooncen- 
tacate  our  largest  force  against  the  head-quarters 
of  tiie  enemy.  But  to  return  to  the  Ngatiawa. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Ngatiawa  have  not 
given  np  their  plunder.  They  had  little  or  no 
plunder— it  had  been  carried  ofE  by  the  Wai- 
katos  ;  but  the  little  they  hsid— a  horse  or  two 
—has  been  given  up.  In  this  respect  Wiremu 
Kingi  has  lost  much  more  than  he  has  gained : 
he  has  lost  almost  all  his  cattle,  and  one  of  his 
horses,  it  is  said,  may  now  be  seen  in  Auck- 
land. Why  were  the  Ngatiawa  admitted  to 
easier  terms  than  the  other  tribes?  The 
XTgatiawa  had  committed  no  excesses  like  the 
southern  tribes,  nor  had  they  mingled  in  a  con- 
flict that  did  not  concern  them,  like  the  Wai- 
kato. I  do  not  wish  to  palliate  their  conduct, 
bat  must  remark  that  there  is  a  difference  of 
guilt  which  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Sling  has  some  excuse,  backed  up  and  mis- 

.  goided  as  he  has  been  by  Europeans.  I  think 
that  he  had  some  claim  to  mercy,  though  he 
has  now  rejected  it ;  and  I  do  believe  that  if, 
through  the  obstinacy  of  the  Natives  and  the 
evil  counsels  -of  their  advisers,  the  war  upon 

'  which  I  fear  we  are  about  to  enter  should 
prove  unhappily  to  be  the  death-straggle  of 
their  race,  it  will  be  gratifying  to  remember 
tbtkt,  before  taking  extreme  measures,  a  final 
attempt  had  been  made  to  induce  the  Natives 
to  pause,  and  a  breathing-time  .for  reflection 
allowed  before  the  blow  was  struck.  I  do  not 
Bay  that  the  same  terms  should  be  offered  to 
Kinffi  again,  but  that  it  was  humane  and  right 
to  give  them  one  more  chance  before  they  rash 

'  over  the  precipice  to  their  own  destruction.  A 
charge  of  inconsistency  has  been  brought 
■gainst  tibe  Oovemment  in  reference  to  the 
inquiry  into  the  Waitara  land  question.  I  will 
merely,  in  refutation,  mention  what  I  said 
last  session  in  reference  to  this  subject.  I 
then  used  the  following  words — I  quote  from 
the  New  Zealander  paper : — 
'  "  All  resolves  itseu  to  one  or  two  main  issues 
—the  arguments  of  the  defenders  of  Wi  Kingi 
resolve  Utemselves  to  this,  that  there  are  out- 
standing, unsatisfied  claims.  If,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  we  were  to  admit  that  outstanding 
claims  exist,  still  this  fact  is  indisputable :  no 
action  o^  the  Qovemor  bias  barred  an^  out- 

:  ttanding  claims.    If  aD^  man  has  «  slaoa  lit 
Mr.  W*ld 


him  fni  it  in,  let  him  prova  it,  bnt  not  iritb 
arms  in  his  haads." 

And,  Sir,  in  the  same  debates  my  hononr- 
able  oolleagnes  spoke  to  the  sama  effect.  "Btat 
is  the  ground  we  took  last  year ;  and  we  would 
not  advise  His  Excellency  to  abandon  it  tat 
any  fear  of  obloquy,  f<«  any  few  lest  thoM 
same  iben  who  would  not  believe  our  profea- 
aiona  of  what  His  Excalleni^  did  mtand 
should  consummate  their  injustice  by  aoonong 
him  of  vacillation  when  he  carried  out  bia 
progrunme.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Ngati- 
manoi  have  been  let  off  too  eadlv.  I  am  noi 
aware  that  they  have  been  l«t  off:  oompenaar 
tion  and  restitution  have  been  demamded  oi 
them.  It  is  impomble  to  employ  the  fecoc^  in 
two  places  at  onoe,  but  I  dionld  not  remam  in 
the  Ministry  if  the  Ngatiruanuis  and  Taza- 
nakis  were  to  be  finally  allowed  to  go  ini> 
punished.  The  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei,  having  given  in  his  adherence  to  tbs 
policy  of  His  Sxodlency  and  of  the  Ministry, 
said  he  would,  not  resign,  but  protest,  if  His 
Excellency  did  not  oairy  out  those  views. 

Mr.  VOX. — I  did  not  say  I  would  protest. 

Mr.  WELD.— WeU,  then,  the  hononrable 
member  will  not  even  protest — he  will  submiti 
I  suppose ;  but,  for  my  pact,  I  would  reeigB  if 
my  views  were  widely  departed  from ;  and  I 
think  that  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  increase  the  confidence  of 
the  House  in  him,  if,  when  his  views  aia 
thwarted,  he  will  nei^er  resign  nor  protest. 
I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinions  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  about  the  course  to  be 
pursued  towards  the  Ngatiraaaais.  Will  he  ^va 
m  his  adhesion  to  rail  compensation  being 
exacted  from  them,  or  will  he  not  ?  I  shonla 
like  to  know  in  what  spirit  the  hononrable 
member  would  carry  out  our  views  on  this 
subject.  I  now  come  to  the  terms  offered  to 
Waikato.  I  understand  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man to  accept  and  adopt  the  demand  con- 
tained in  that  declaration,  including  the  right 
of  tnalring  roads.  Then,  as  the  hononiMle 
gentleman   adopts   our  policy,   the   personal 

Suestion  alone  is  left,  I  have  not,  poesiblyt 
le  bump  of  self-esteem  so  strongly  developad 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  and 
I  cannot,  therefore,  think  it  would  conduce 
either  to  the  dignity  of  this  Assembly  nor  to 
my  own  sense  of  self-respect  to  imitate  him  in 
insinuating  self -laudations  or  in  bandying 
accusations  of  incompetence  or  folly.  This 
Ministry  may  be  called  haid  names ;  bnt  it  has 
governed  the  country  for  five  years.  Its  vin< 
dication  is  to  be  sought  in  the  Statute  Bo<A 
and  in  the  improved  aspect  of  the  conntay. 
I  need  only  allode  to  the  Native  policy — which 
the  honourable  member  sidopts,  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
electoral  laws,  the  audit  of  pnbhc  accounts, 
and  to  the  flnsinoial  arrangements  of  1856  and 
1858.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  personal 
questions,  but,  looking  to  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  has  done  as  a  member 
of  the  Exeontive  of  his  province,  I  very  much 
doubt  whether,  if  he  is  in  power,  he  will  re- 
■pMttlMB^UiofthisHonwnach  bmbbAImb. 
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h»  has   zetpeeted   tboae   of   tiiat   Pravinoial 
Ooonoil.    And  we  most  lemember  tbat  only  a 
tew  days  ago  he  tnamphed  that,  though  the 
iriiole  azpenditnm  of  the  WeUingtcm  Province 
bad  been  kmg  illegal,  yet  tiiat  now  a  Connoil 
liad  beoi  got — by  long  pezaistenoy  ia  illegality, 
in  fact — to  whitewash  the  Bzecntive.    As  to 
the  qaeatioa  whether  this  is  a  setUeis'  or  an 
linpaial   war,   it   was    the   Opposition   who 
viongfiilly  deolaied  that  it  was  a  war  into 
'wfaieh  the  settlers  of  Taranaki  had  forced  the 
Oovemor,  and  thus  gave  ooloor  to  the  idea  that 
tliis  was  a  settlers'  war :  it  is,  however,  a  war 
-which  most  deeply  conoems  the  settlers ;-  but, 
tha  yiestittn  of  expense  having  been  decided 
tha  other  ni^t,  any  Ministry  would  have  to 
adontthat  deoision.    And  now  let  ns  turn  to  the 
{■adiotianB  of  cost  and  danger  which  have  been 
made  by  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.    In 
«  spiiitM  and  eloquent  speech  the  honourable 
nMonber   for   Clmstohnrch   has   shown   tiiat 
-cguzage  is  the  truest  guarantee  for  safety.    It 
baa  beim  objected  to  him  that  Maoris  are  not 
Asiatica  nor  of  Asiatic  origin.    It  is  the  opin- 
ion vt  the  learned  in  Europe  that  they  are  of 
Asiatie  origin ;  but,  whether  they  be  so  or  not, 
tbey  may  be  judged  in  many  respects  by  the 
aame  rules  that  all  other  semi-barbarous  na- 
tions, independently  of  race,  may  be  judged 
by.    I  quite  believe  that  anything  like  an  ap- 
peaxanoe  of  vacillation  will  have  a  very  bad 
«fieot  on  tiie  Native  mind.     It  is  utterly  fal- 
lacious to  think  that  anything  can  be  gained 
by  touting  about  for  support  or  submission. 
'ib»  time  for  palliatives  is  past :  a  firm  and  un- 
eompromising  stand  must  be  ta^en,  in  mercy 
to   Uie   Natives    themselves.     If  we    patch 
matters  up  we  may  cry  "  Wolf  "  again,  in  vain, 
to  the  Hother-oountiy.    This  is  not  the  time 
to  sit  here  and  lament  over  the  prospect  of 
loss  and  danger :  it  is  the  part  of  a  wise  and 
bnve  man  to  foresee  danger,  but,  when  it  is 
inevitable,  to  face  it  manfully.    I  believe  this 
is  the  feeling  of  the  out-settlers  themselves.    I 
was  myself  a  settler  in  the  Wairarapa  years 
ago,  when  war  was  close  to  our  thrasholds ; 
and  there  was  no  shrinking  amongst  us  then. 
IjO<^  at  the  settlers  of  Taranaki ;  have  they 
ahmnk  from  their  determination  to  risk   aU 
rather  than  submit  to  Native  domination  and 
rapine.    I  believe  theirs  is  the  feeling  of  all  the 
axposed  out-settlers.    I  yield  to  no  man  in  my 
regard  for  the  Native,  my  desire  to  promote  his 
real  welfare,  to  defend  his  true  interests ;  but 
I  know  that  the  present  state  of  things  cannot 
laat  much  longer.    The  present  state  of  things 
is  not  equal  law  for  both  races.    The  European 
-cannot,  it  is  notorious,  get  redress  by  law  from 
a  powerful  Native ;  but  a  Native  always  can 
fnun  a  European.     The  Government  of  New 
Zealand  has  never  been  able  to  carry  out  legal 
decisions  as  against  Native  chiefs,   llhis  cannot 
last.   'Zhe  question  is  simply  whether  we  are  to 
'Continue  what  has  been  begun  by  the  Gbvemor 
nith  our  oonourrence,  or  whether  our  policy  is 
to  be  carried  but  by  his  and  our  opponents.    The 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  has  spoken 
ditpaiagiiigly  of  the  late  Eohimarama  con- 
fitenoe :  the  mode  it  was  oo&ve&ed,  oo&dnoted, 


even  the  quantity  of  beef  consumed  did  not 
escape  him.  The  conference  of  Eohimarama- 
was  called  hastily  and  in  an  emergency.  It  did 
not,  however,  deserve  the  strictures  of  the 
honourable  member:  it  was  the  most  influ- 
ential Native  meeting  ever  held  in  New  Zea- 
land ;  and  had  it  not  upheld  the  Governor  it 
would  probably  not  have  been  so  distasteful  to 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  The  future 
conference,  however,  will  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers selected  by  tiie  Natives  themselves  with 
His  Excellency's  sanction.  Before  resuming 
my  seat  I  wish  to  allude  to  what  has  been  si^ 
as  to  my  reference  the  other  night  to  the  Wai- 
kato  Committee  and  the  origin  of  the  King 
movement.  What  I  said  then  I  repeat:  In 
my  opinion,  had  Mr.  Fenton  been  kept  thwe  he 
could  not  have  averted  a  calamity  arising  out 
of  profonnder  sources  than  are  often  attributed 
to  It.  He  might  have  made  a  party  for  ns,  that 
is  true :  but  in  oorroboratioii  of  my  statement 
that  the  great  ohieb  were  opposed  to  him,  I 
may  say  tiiat  Tamati  Ngapora  confessedly  was ; 
that,  though  it  is  believed  by  Mr.  Fenton  that 
Potatau  was  not,  yet  that  chief,  sitting  with 
his  head  covered  with  his  mat,  solemnly  warned 
His  Excellency  against  continuing  Mr.  Fenton 
iii  Waikato ;  and  as  to  Tamihana,  I  will  now 
read  to  yon  an  extraot  from  a  report,  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  Besident  Magistrate  of  Tauranga,  of  a 
conversation  held  with  him  on  the  subject  last 
summer.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  Q.  (by  Mr.  Clarke) :  Do  not  European  Magis- 
trates visit  yon  1—A, :  Yea ;  bat  we  do  not  uke 
them  all.  Q. :  To  whom  do  you  refer?— .^. : 
Mr.  Fenton.  He  did  us  great  mischief.  He 
separated  us  into  two  parties ;  he  set  up  Asses- 
sors without  any  reference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people ;  and  altogether  I  am  dissatisfied  with 
him." 

Let  it  be  clear  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
Tamihana.  I  do  not  quote  this  to  disparage 
Mr.  Fenton — far  from  it.  I  quote  this  to  show 
that  the  great  leader  of  the  kins  party,  so  fat 
from  having  taken  the  course  he  hats  taken 
owing  to  Mr.  Fenton's  removal,  considered 
Mr.  Fenton's  attempt  to  introduce  law  a  griev- 
ance, and  could  not  appreciate  the  value  of 
that  zealous  and  able  Magistrate.  I  have  tres- 
passed long  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House : 
I  will  conclude ;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  will  simply 
advert  to  the  prevalent  idea  that,  by  sacrificing 
a  Ministry  who  have,  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  been  calumniated  as  hostile  to  the  Na- 
tives, the  Natives  may  be  appeased.  As,  in  the 
twilight  and  mythological  ages  of  history,  a 
slave  or  child  was  exposed,  the  legends  say,  to 
pacify  a  dragon,  so  are  we,  in  this  early  period 
of  New  Zealand  history,  to  be  sacrificed  to  a 
policy  of  fear.  I  do  not  believe  that  such  a 
course  will  answer — I  believe  the  policy  of  feat 
never  did  answer;  but  this  I  will  say:  that, 
did  I  think  that  by  my  retirement  or  that  of 
my  colleagues  one  single  drop  of  blood  could 
be  spared,  or  the  smallest  advantage  to  eith,er 
race  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  at- 
tained, we  should  indeed  most  gladly  vacate 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  said  be  felt  it  iaoninbtDfe 
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upon  luin,  before  addressing  the  Honse,  to  apo- 
logize for  csoming  forward  at  this  late  period  of 
the  debate  to  take  up  its  time  in  discussing  a 
matter  which  had  already  been  so  fully  and 
ably  debated  that  he  would  have  been  well 
content  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  had  the  question  before  them 
been  of  a  less  important  nature  than  it  was. 
He  had  not  the  presumption  to  think  that  he 
was  able  to  shed  any  new  light  on  the  subject ; 
bat,  being  a  question  in  all  probability  fraught 
with  such  important  consequences  as  a  change 
of  Ministry,  he  did  not  wish  it  to  appear  that 
he  voted  blindfy  with  party,  bnt  would  state 
briefly  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  prepared 
to  give.  It  was  his  intention  to  give  his  cordial 
support  to  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Raugitikei ;  and  he  did 
most  sincerely  rejoice  that  this  grave  question, 
which'  had  bnng  Uke  a  pall  over  the  House 
ever  since  they  met,  deadening  its  powers  and 
paralyzing  its  action,  was  at  last  fairly  in  their 
possessiofi,  and  now  only  awaited  the  arbitra- 
ment of  those  fatal  monosyllables,  "  Aye  or  No," 
or  the  more  decisive  result  of  a  formal  division. 
He  said  that,  having  felt  for  a  considerable 
period — ever  since  the  passing  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  —  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  honourable  gentlemen 
now  five  years  at  the  helm  of  affairs  was  not 
the  one  best  suited  to  the  wants  and  circum- 
stances of  the  colony,  he  deemed  himself  ex- 
tremely fortunate  at  being  placed  in  a  position 
where  he  could  publicly  record  his  dissent  from 
their  policy,  and  cast  a  humble  but  sincere 
vote  into  the  scales  against  them.  The  political 
Constitution  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand,  in  common  with  all  the  great 
offshoots  of  the  United  Kingdom,  possessed,  in 
spite  of  all  imperfections,  real  or  imaginary, 
this  grand  redeeming  feature ;  that  it  withm 
stated  pci'iods  submitted  the  conduct  of  those 
who  held  the  reins  of  power  directly  to  the 

i'udgment  of  the  public ;  so  that,  no  matter 
low  skilful  or  how  successful  a  Ministry  might 
be  in  securing  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  there  yet  sooner  or  later  awaited 
them  the  ordeal  of  a  general  election.  He  be- 
lieved that  one  of  the  first  duties  that  devolved 
upon  them  as  representatives  of  the  people  was 
to  have  given  immediate  expression  to  public 
opinion  .upon  the  policy  of  those  gentlemen  who 
at  present  were  and  for  the  last  five  years  hod 
been  His  Excellency's  Advisers ;  and,  although 
it  had-been  deemed  expedient  by  more  experi- 
enced politicians  than  he  to  postpone  till  now 
that  expression  of  opinion,  he  candidly  confessed 
it  would  have  been  more  consonant  with  his  own 
feelings  in  voting  the  Address  to  have,  in  addi- 
tion to  re-echomg  His  Excellency's  Speech, 
appended  a  rider  to  it  expressive  of  a  wont  of 
confidence  in  specific  portions  of  the  policy 
which  had  characterized  His  Excellency's  ad- 
ministration. In  venturing  upon  a  criticism  of 
that  administration  he  trusted  he  should  re- 
ceive the  indulgent  consideration  of  the  House 
while  he  stated  frankly  and  unreservedly  the 
grounds  of  his  opposition — grounds  which  had 
iiot  been  lightly  token  up,  and  which  would 
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not  be  lightly  abandoned.    Althongh  a  great 
change  haid  taken  place  in  the  peraonnel  of  the 
House    since   the   formation   of   the  present 
Ministry,  yet  the  great  hopes  which  then  filled 
the  country  upon  the  inauguration  of  Respon- 
sible Gk>vermnent  must  be  familiar,  to  most  of 
them  ;  and,  as  he  was  then  himself,  althoogh 
only  one  of  the  rank-and-file  of  the  electoral 
body,  one  of  those  who  anticipated  a  brilliant 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  colony  at  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  then  installed  in  office,  it  was' 
with    feelings    of    bitter   disappointment  and 
chagrin  that  he  had  observed  their  scheme  of 
policy,  especially  towards   provincial    institu- 
tions, as  it  had  been  gradually  unfolded.    He 
would  in  the  first  place  address  himself  to  that 
infatuated  step  with  which  Ministers  had  begjm 
what  he  supposed  was  termed   the   enlight- 
ened system  of  Native  policy ;  and  he  deeply  re- 
gretted that  the  fatal  effects  of  the  relaxation 
of  Sir  George  Grey's  Proclamation  under  the 
.^rms  Importation  Ordinance  should  be  so  pain- 
fully manifest  as  they  were  at  present.     He 
had  heard  strange  pleas  put  forward  in  justifi- 
cation of  that  measure.    He  had  h^ird  it  stated 
that  the  operation  of  the  Proclamation  was 
such  that  the  ill-disposed  section  of  the  Maori 
race — those  who  did  not  shrink  from  transgiew- 
ing  the  law — had  full  faciUties  for  procoting 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  smuggler  and 
illicit  trader,  whilst  the  well-disposed,  the  law. 
abiding  Maori,  who  shrank  from  evading  onr 
laws,  was  being  thereby  placed  at  a  disadvan> 
tage ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  hostilities  occur- 
ring amongst  the  Native  tribes  our  friends  would 
become  the  victims  of  our  enemies.    Now,  he 
believed  that,  if  His  Excellency,  instead  of 
consulting  his  Cabinet  merely  on  the  subject, 
had  laid  such  a  case  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly aa  that  of  the  ill-disposed  and  disaffected 
Maoris  arming  themselves  in  defiance  of  tho 
law,  the  Assembly  would,  instead  of  abolishing 
the  checks  and  restraints  then  in  force,  have  at 
once  imposed  more  stringent  restrictions  upon 
the  sale  of  arms  to  Natives.    It  had  also  been 
argued  that  but  a  small  portion  of  the  arm* 
sold  at  that  period  pa'ssed  into  Maori  hands ; 
but  he  felt  confident,  however  strangers  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  might  be  affected  by 
such  an  assertion,  it  could  have   but   little 
weight  with  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
daily  seeing  scores  of   Maoris  traversing  the 
roads  of  this  province — aye,  and  the  very  streets  . 
of  this  city — brandishing  their  newly-purchased 
firearms.    He   craved  the  indulgence   of    the 
House  in  dwelling  so  long  upon  a  matter  which 
affected  so  imperceptibly  a  large  portion  of  its 
members ;  but  if  honourable  gentlemen  who  in 
the  Middle  Island  pursued  the  peaceful  life  of 
the  squatter  would  just  picture  to  themselvea- 
a  warlike  and  savage  race  marching  through 
their  domains,  equipped  with  the  weopons  of 
war,  they  could  imagine  what  the  feelings  and 
forebodings  of  the  settlers  in  this  province  were 
when  they  actually  saw  those  formidable  bands 
repairing  to  their  fastnesses  with  the  weapons 
of  destruction,  albeit  legally  purchased.    The 
next  scene  to  which  he  would  advert  was  the 
Maori  King  movement ;  and  certainly  when  one- 
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nBaetod  ealmly  opon  the  ori^  of  the  move- 
mant,  when  it  nxMbagan  to  agitate  the  Native 
mind,  it  m»  impoariUe  to  come  to  aiaj  other 
eonelnBan  than  that  a  great  opportnnity  of  at- 
tamptiag  a  grand  reformation  of  the  Maori  race 
«M  than  let  slip.    By  a  "  reformation  "  of  that 
laea  he  did  not  mean  a  pedantic  or  academic 
oMliaation.      The  regenerator   of   the  Maori 
mast  be  oontant  if  he  can  effect  a  modification 
of  bis  mental  and  phjrsioal  habita.     He  had 
neither  the  skill  nor  iSaa  desire  to  oonjore  up 
b«foi8  them  ^n  image  of  'the  dusky  warriors 
of  the  Waikato,  as  they  sat  in  their  ronanga, 
blooding  over  their  yagoe  and  floating  ideas 
about  uie  means  of  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  their  race  and  exalting  it  from  its  state 
of  degradation;   hot  he  could  not  fail  to  re- 
made npon  the  shortcomings  of  those  who  had 
held  the  reins  of  power  in  this  colony  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  in  having  daring  all  that 
tins  devised  no  means  of  controlling  the  Na- 
tiv*  race.    And  yet  surely  the  position  of  the 
colonists  and  the  aborigines  was  one  to  have 
eaond  deep  oonoem  to  our  mlers ;  since  there 
were  dwelling  on  the  same  soil  two  populations 
loMkUy  intermixed,  but  morally  and  politically 
snndemd,  the  one  seduloosly  engaged  in  the 
peaeefol  porBoita  of  industry,  the  other  marked 
by  that  snpine  indolence  and  squalid  negli- 
gmoe  ohaiactaristic  of  an  uncivilized  race ;  the 
one  eramped  and  pinched  for  land  tb  supply 
tiia  pceasmg  wants  of  an  increasing  population, 
the  other  hoarding  up,  but  in  no  vray  using, 
vast  ttaieta  of  territory — territory  which   they 
ireie  ojubble  to  enjoy  themselves,  but  now  vigi- 
lantly guard  against  those  who  could.     But, 
wsie  he  to  venture  to  enlarge  upon  the  short- 
oomings  of  those  who  had  held  the  reins  of 
power  in  this  colony,  what  Government  would 
i^peaz  more  culpable  than  the  present  1    What 
golden  o^portnnities  had  they  not  let  slip  of 
eoauneoMing  a  tboroogh  and  systematic  civili- 
maHoa  of  the  Maori  t    Enjo3ring,  as  they  had 
done,  an  nnintermpted  reign  of  power  for  the 
last  five  years,  preceded,  too,  by  a  Icmg  interval 
of  nnbroken  peace  between  the  two  races,  a 
flowing  Treasury,  lengthened  exemptions  from 
dutiea  in  that  House,  and,  to  orovm  all,  a  total 
examption   from    party   opposition    for    four 
▼ean  —  from  1866  to  1860  —  yet,  what  had 
boon  tiie  result  ?    Why,  that  the  most  formid- 
skUe  eonfedetaot  that  had  ever  been  .encoun- 
texed  in  these  islands  had  not  only  sprung  into 
boing  during  their  tenure  of  office,  but  had 
■ixeady  made  rai»d  strides  to  matnti^,  nn- 
oheoked  and  uncontrolled.    The  Maon  king 
noovement  was,  be  believed,  the  substratum  on 
^rbich  His  Excellency's  Advisers   built  their 
Vbaary  of  the    origin  of   the    Taranaki   war. 
Without  at  all  accepting  such  theory  as  es- 
tablished, he  was  satisfied  to  introduce  here 
the  few  remarks  to  which  he  wished,  at  the 
late  stage  of  the  present  delMite,  to  limit  him- 
self wiui  regard  to  that  most  important  ques- 
tJoa.    And,  in  the  first  place,  he  would  obsierve 
tbtti»  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  any 
party  within  that  House  actuated  by  such  un- 
wortfaTPzinoiples  as  the  Ministerial  supporters 
impatedto  tneir  opponents  when  they  desig- 
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nated  them  a  peace-at-any-price  party.  He 
did  not  intend  to  open  up  that  wretched  Wai- 
tara  question — fans  tt  origo  malorum — but  de- 
sired to  sink  for  the  time  ihe  vexed  question  as 
to  the  justice  of  the  war,  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed, both  in  the  preceding  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  and  out-of-doors,  usque  ad  nauseam. 
It  would  be  a  piece  of  rank  presumption  in 
him  to  volunteer  his  opinion  on  that  question. 
The  more  he  thought  of  it  the  more  it  appeared 
to  come  within  the  category  of  those  abstruse 
questions  where,  in  the  language  of  Burke, 
"  great  names  militato  against  each  other ; 
where  the  reason  is  perplexed,  and  an  appeal 
to  authorities  only  thickens  the  confusion ;  for 
high  and  reverend  authorities  lift  up  their 
heads  on  both  sides."  He  did  not  intend  to  be 
overwhelmed  in  such  a  Serbonian  bog, "  though 
in  such  respectable  company."  [The  honour- 
able gentleman,  having  stated  that  he  could 
not  regard  the  tomts  of  peace  offered  to  the 
Waitara  insurgents  as  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
of  the  war  at  Taranaki,  concluded  by  observing 
that  he  based  his  opposition  to  the  present 
Ministnr  chiefly  upon  the  policy  they  had  ever 
imrsued  towards  the  system  of  Provincial  Oo- 
vemments.]  He  was  not  there  to  eulogize  the 
political  conduct  of  the  several  Provincial  Go- 
vernments of  the  colony ;  but  this  he  did  say — 
and  said  it  without  hesitation — that  he  had 
never  ^et  heard  of  any  plausible  scheme  of 
governing  these  islands  except  by  means  of 
such  Governments ;  nor  did  he  think  any  other 
scheme  was  feasible  at  present.  He  might 
here  remark  that  he  did  not  object  to  the 
establishment  of  a  new  province  where  the 
necessity  for  doing  so  was  shown  to  exist ;  but 
he  most  decidedly  objected  to  the  mode  these 
gentlemen  had  devised  for  creating  them. 
Only  imagine  such  a  system  as  not  only  ex- 
cluded the  constituted  authorities  of  the  parent 
province  from  a  voice  in  the  transaction,  but 
also  tied  the  hands  of  this  House  lest  it  should 
interfere  in  the  matter.    Finally,  in  whatever 

ghase  of  their  policy  he  viewed  the  present 
olders  of  office — ^whether  in  that  of  conferring 
a  free  trade  in  arms  upon  the  Maori,  or  in  their 
neglect  of  the  long  movement,  or  in  the  share 
they  bore  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  or  in  their 
capacity  of  negotiators  of  peace,  or  in  their 
dealings  with  provincial  institutions — he,  for 
one,  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than 
that  the  present  Advisers  of  His  Excellency 
had  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found 
wanting. 

Mr.  CUBTI8  said  that  one  of  tiie  principal 
reasons  given  by  the  honourable  member  who 
had  just  sat  down  for  voting  in  favour,  of  the 
motion  before  the  House  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  permitted  the  unrestricted  sale  of 
arms.  Now,  after  the  honourable  member 
had  pleaded  indulgence  as  a  new  member 
of  the  House,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  be  too 
severe  upon  him  for  not  knowing  that  n  1858  a 
Select  Committee,  moved  for  by  Mr.  Daldy,  had, 
after  taking  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  reported  ' 
that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  reimpose  the 
Arms  Proclamation  of  Sir  Oeorge  Grey,  and 
that  the  House  had,  on  the  3rd  August  in  that 
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year,  adopted  that  report.  Therefore,  whether, 
the  Government  were  right  or  wrong  in  the 
course  they  took,  they  were  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  the  House. 

Mr.  O'ROBKB. — It  was  the  sole  responsi- 
bility of  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Read  the  report. 

Mr.  CURTIS  then  read  a  portion  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Will  the  hononiable 
gentleman  read  the  whole  of  the  report  7 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  if  he  was  not  taking  up 
too  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  he  would 
read  the  whole  of  the  report;  and  he  then  read 
the  report  in  full. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  was  about  to  make  some 
remark,  when — 

Mr.  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  said  the 
honourable  member  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  making  any  remarks  afterwards. 

Mr.  CURTIS  then  said  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  turn  of  mind  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Dick),  who  said  thai 
the  Opposition  and  the  Government  were  "  so 
united  on  the  question  of  the  war"  that  he 
should  take  "  the  best  of  the  two  bargains," 
and  vote  for  the  motion,  at  the  same  time 
admitting  that  the  Opposition  had  by  their 
speeches  and  conduct  in  the  House  previous  to 
the  present  time  shown  themselves  to  be  a 
peace  party  and  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DICE  explained  that  he  opposed  the 
Government,  not  for  their  war  policy,  bat  on 
account  of  their  conduct  towards  the  Provin- 
cial Governments. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  for  his  port,  had  no  faith  in 
sudden  converts;  and  in  the  professions  now 
made  by  the  honourable  meinbers  opposite — 
from  his  experience  of  them  he  should  rather 
expect  them  to  have  some  mental  reservation 
in  their  present  declarations — he  would  un- 
hesitatingly say  he  had  no  confidence  in  them. 
The  honourable  member  who  had  introduced 
the  motion  before  the  House  had  told  them  that 
a  member  adopting  the  popular  cry  of  "  Mea- 
sures, not  men,"  and  refusing  to  join  one  party 
or  the  other,  or  to  give  way  in  his  individual 
opinion  in  small  matters  for  the  soke  of  carry- 
ing questions  of  larger  importance,  was  not 
doing  his  duty  either  to  himself  or  his  constitu- 
ents. He  (Mr.  Curtis)  agreed  veith  every  word 
that  fell  from  the  honourable  member  on  that 
subject ;  but  he  did  not  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member's  practical  application  of  his 
.theory — he  could  not  excuse  the  honourable 
member  and  those  who  acted  with  him  last 
session  for  making  a  party  question  of  one  of 
such  paramount  importance  to  the  colony  as 
the  present  Native  war.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber, in  speaking  of  the  terms  of  peace  at  Woi- 
tara,  had  called  them  "ignominious  terms," 
and  had  said,  in  referring  to  the  Waikatos,  that 
the  Natives  the  least  implicated  hod  now  strin- 
gent terms  imposed  upon  them ;  but  the  honour- 
able member  had  last  session  said  in  the  House 
that  he  hoped  when  the  time  came  for  making 
peace  William  King  and  the  Ngatiawas  fight- 
ing with  him  would  be  treated  by  the  Governor 
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with  consideration  and  not  as  rebels,  and  tlte 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  at  the  time  ^own  his 
approval  by  a  "  Hear,  hear;"  and  he  (Mr.  Cur- 
tis) believed  that,  as  that  tribe  might  possibly 
have  thought  they  were  justified  in  resisting 
the  Governor's  authority,  especially  after  the 
course  the  honourable  member  and  hie  fritinU^ 
took  lost  session.  His  Excellency  was  zi^it 
in  offering  terms  very  diSerent  from  thoae 
offered  to  the  Waikatos  or  to  the  Taronakis  and 
Ngatiruonuis,  neither  of  which  tribes  hod  the 
slightest  pretence  for  quarrel.  What  must  batft 
been  the  effect  produced  on  William  King  end 
those  fighting  with  him  when  those  high  in  the 
Church  told  him  to  hold  to  his  land ;  or  whem 
it  came  to  their  knowledge,  as  it  tmdoubtedly 
did,  that  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton (Dr.  Featherston)  hod  said  in  his  plaee 
in  the  House,  "Talk,  Sir,  of  the  vigorous  proae- 
cution  of  the  war  I  I  venture  to  say.  Sir,  that, 
OS  soon  OS  the  Imperial  Government  leam 
the  facts  of  this  unjust  and  unholy  war,  so 
far  from  sending  one  man  to  our  assistaiiee, 
their  first  act  will  be  to  recall  His  Excellency !" 
Those  were  the  words,  or  nearly  so,  of  the 
honourable  member.  The  Ngatiawas  fighting 
with  William  King  did  not  number,  probably, 
more  than  two  hundred,  and  the  Waikatos  who 
had  gone  to  his  assistance  had  done  so  simply 
in  support  of  the  king  movement.  The  Na- 
tives south  of  Taranaki  had  committed  the 
cold-blooded  murders,  and  had  destroyed  most 
of  the  houses  burnt :  with  those  Natives  very 
different  terms  should  be  given.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  had  said  thoA  the 
women  and  children  were  deported  from  Toia- 
naki  to  swell  the  population  of  the  favoured 
Province  of  Nelson.  Had  the  honourable 
member  not  made  such  a  statement  he  (Mr. 
Curtis),  as  a  Nelson  man,  would  not  have 
himself  claimed  the  credit  for  the  Nelson 
people  they  were  entitled  to :  the  fact  was  ihat, 
before  the  Government  were  aware  that  the 
women  and  children  were  considered  to  be  in 
danger,  news  to  that  effect  was  brought  by 
the  steamer  "  Airedale  "  to  Nelson,  and  im- 
mediately a  public  meeting  was  called  and 
most  numerously  attended,  at  which  it  wac 
resolved  to  despatch  the  local  steamer  to  Tara- 
naki with  an  offer  of  such  accommodation  as 
Nelson  could  give ;  and  he  firmly  believed  ths^ 
repayment  for  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  was 
not  thought  of  by  any  one  present  at  that 
meeting.  The  offer  resulted  in  the  Provincial 
Government  being  £8,000  out  of  funds  before 
anything  was  repaid  by  the  General  Govem- 
ment ;  and  to  enable  them  to  do  this  all  public 
works  not  actually  contracted  for  were  stopped. 
One  of  the  charges  the  honourable  member 
brought  against  the  Government  was  that  they 
had  introduced  the  Native  Offenders  Bill  last 
session.  In  his  (Mr.  Curtis's)  opinion  that 
was  a  valuable  Bill;  although,  had  the  Bill— 
which  was  the  same  Bill  as  that  introduced  in 
1856 — been  passed  in  that  year,  as  it  would 
have  been  if  it  had  not  received  the  factious 
opposition  of  the  honourable  member  and  his 
friends,  it  would  have  been  of  for  more  benefit. 
When,  last  session,  he  (Mr.  Curtis)  spoke  ot 
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the  Bill  of  1856  to  some  of  the  mfflnbers  who, 
Itad  then  violently  opposed  it,  they  said,  "  Ah  I 
it  might  have  been  of  service  then."  The 
honoaiable  member  for  Bangitikei  had  given 
him  to  understand,  on  this  occasion  as  on 
iruuiy  others,  that  he  was  no  favourite  of  his. 
The  vote  he  (Mr.  Curtis)  gave  against  him  in 
1856,  and  tamed  him  out  of  that  Ministerial 
seat  he  had  occupied  but  for  a  few  days,  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  that  feeling.  The 
opposition  to  the  honourable  member  he '(Mr. 
Curtis)  had  made  in  1856  he  had  consistently 
maintained  ever  since,  and  he  believed  by  so 
doing  he  was  rendering  his  humble  service  for 
the  benefit  of  the  colony.  One  consolation  he 
had— he  believed  that  if  he  would  give  his  vote 
this  night  in  favour  of  the  motion  of  the 
honouzMile  member  he  would  be  found  imme- 
diately to  be  possessed  of  every  virtue  under 
the  sun. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  had  listened  to  so  many 
eloquent  speeches  since  the  commencement  of 
the  debate  that  he  had  felt  quite  afraid  to 
rise  to  make  any  attempt  at  a  speech,  al- 
though, as  the  oiUy  nlember  from  Kelson  who 
had  not  entered  this  House  as  a  supporter  of 
the  present  Government,  he  felt  anxious  to  give 
some  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was  about  to 
.^ive  ;  bnt,  as  the  House  had,  after  hearing  so 
many  able  and  eloquent  speeches,  listened  with 
a  considerable  degree  of  patience  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Motneka, 
he  hoped  that  he  should  not  be  considered 
very  presmnptuous  if  he  ventured  to  ask  that 
they  would  extend  the  same  indulgence  to 
him.  He  had  not  finally  made  up  his  mind 
which  way  to  vote  until  he  heard  the  speeches 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Mimster  for 
Kative  AjSairs.  Not  that  he  ever  felt  any  doubt 
as  to  his  own  want  of  confidence  in  the  present 
Ministry  upon  nearly  all  civil  and  provincial 
matters ;  bnt  at  the  presept  time  he  waiS  com- 
pelled to  believe  that  the  great  question  of 
peace  or  war  was  of  such  paramount  import- 
ance that  he  was  quite  prepared  to  waive  his 
difference  with  the  Government  upon  all  other 
questions  if  they  had  been  able  to  state  any- 
thing that  at  all  convinced  him  that  they  were 
■capable  of  conducting  the  too  probable  war  in 
an  able  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  that  they 
were  not  to  blame  for  the  rash  manner  in 
which  the  war  was  entered  on,  the  feebleness 
with  which  it  had  been  conducted,  and  the 
,  ignominy  with  which  it  had  been  concluded — 
if  concluded  it  could  be  said  to  be.  On  all 
civil  matters  he  either  was  or  ought  to  be  fully 
informed,  but  upon  military  a^Sairs  it  was 
often  imprudent  for  a  Government  to  divulge 
everything  that  might  be  necessary  to  justify 
their  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  the  public ;  and,  if 
the  Government  had  taken  this  opportunity  of 
informing  the  House  that  they  were  prevented 
from  explaining  their  conduct  by  such  consi- 
derations, he  should  have  been  inclined  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  to  suspend 
his  judgment  upon  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  performed  (beii  duty  in  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  Bat  he  had  heard  nothing  to  prevent  him 
from  coming,  with  some  reluctajice,  to  the  con- 


clusion that  the  war  had  been  conducted  with 
an  utter  want  of  prudence,  of  vigour,  and  of 
careful  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  colony  ahd 
its  inhabitants.  Whilst  listening  to  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka  he 
more  than  once  felt  inclined  to  exclaim, "  Save 
us  from  our  friends."  That  honourable  mem- 
ber had  told  the  House  that  the  people  at  a 
public  meeting  in  Nelson  had  learned  the  dan- 
gerous state  of  the  women  and  children  of  Ta- 
ranaki,  and  had  sent  an  invitation  to  them 
before  the  present  Government  knew  that  they 
were  in  any  danger  or  required  any  place  of 
refuge.  If  this  statement  were  correct,  he  had 
heard  nothing  in  the  whole  course  of  this  de- 
bate so  damaging  to  the  honourable  gentlenfen 
of  the  Government.  If  the  people  at  Nels6n, 
in  public  meeting  assembled,  knew  the  condi- 
tion and  provided  for  these  unfortunate  persons 
before  the  Gk>venmient,  who  declared  the  war, 
and  whose  business  it  was  to  foresee  and  to  ph>- 
vide  for  the  consequences  of  that  war,  was 
even  aware  that  the  women  and  children  of 
Taranaki  were  in  any  danger,  what  amount  of 
careful  provision  for  similar  danger  did  this 
House  expect  that  the  same  Government  would 
provide  for  the  much  larger  number  of  house- 
less refugees  that  would  certainly  be  created 
by  the  war  upon  which  the  present  Ministry 
seemed  determined  to  enter.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  told  them  that  this  war  was 
inevitable  many  years  ago — we  were  gradually 
drifting  into  it,  and  their  policy  came  too  late 
to  prevent  it.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  seemed 
quite  inclined  to  resign  the  colony  to  its  in- 
evitable fate  in  this  momentous  matter,  as  he 
had  not  told  the  House  of  any  wise,  earnest, 
and  statesmanlike  measures  which  they  had 
adopted  to  prevent  a  catastrophe  so  disas- 
trous to  the  colony,  and  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  so  long  foreseen.  Indeed,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer's  conduct  was  like  that  of  a 
man  who,  having  been  told  by  some  old  for- 
tune-teller that  he  would  die  on  a  certain  day, 
when  that  day  came,  made  his  will,  took  oS 
his  boots,  and  went  to  bed,  so  as  to  die  in  the 
most  ap'^ved  and  comfortable  manner  pos- 
sible. [The  honourable  member  then  went 
into  some  particulars  of  the  manner  in  which 
a  Customhouse  officer  at  Nelson,  who  had 
robbed  the  Government  of  a  large  sum '  of 
money,  had  been  allowed  not  only  to  get  off 
without  that  punishment  which  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  inilicted,  but  had,  as  he 
wa.s  informed,  been  allowed  to  obtain  another 
situation  in  a  Customhouse  in  a  neighbouring 
colony.]  In  the  Nelson  Post-o£Sce  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  obliged  to  appoint  a  very 
competent  person  to  conduct  the  increased 
business  of  that  office,  caused  by  the  fact  of 
Nelson  being  the  port  of  arrival  and  departure 
of  the  steamers  ;  but  they  had  placed  that  very 
competent  person  under  a  person  whom  they 
knew  very  well  to  be  far  less  competent,  ana 
who  was,  no  doubt,  one  of  the  persons  for 
whom  the  Colonial  Secretary  intended  to  pro- 
vide by  the  Retiring  Pensions  Bill  he  hod  in- 
troduced to  the  House.  The  Minister  for 
Native  Affairs  had  just  asserted  that  they  had. 
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improved  the  administiation  of  jnstice  in  this 
colony.  On  this  head  he  could  only  speak  of 
Nelson.  There  they  had  arrested  the  operation 
of  an  inexpensive  and  very  satisfactory  Court, 
the  Besident  Magistrate's  Extension  of  Juris- 
diction Court,  and,  after  keeping  them  without 
any  Court  for  a  ver^  long  time,  they  introduced 
their  own  expensive  and  unsatisfactory  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  they  appointed  to  that  Court 
a  man  whose  character  he  need  not  describe, 
as  he  was  quite  certain  that  not  one  member 
of  the  Qovemment,  and  not  even  one  of  their 
thick-and-thin  supporters  from  Nelson,  would 
stand  on  the  floor  of  that  House  and  dare  to 
say  that  he  was  a  man  fit  to  be  placed  in  a 
Beat  of  justice.  Both  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  the  Minister  for  Native  Afiairs  had  told 
fhem,  as  a  reason  why  this  vote  should  not  be 
brought  on,  that  the  Natives,  from  such  pro- 
oeedmgs  as  the  present  one,  had  formed  an 
idea  that  one-half  of  this  House,  or  the  Queen's 
runanga,  as  they  called  it,  were  ready  to  back 
them  up  in  their  rebellion,  and  that  it  was 
from  an  idea  of  that  sort  that  the  Natives  had 
BO  long  resisted  the  Govemor^s  authority.  If 
these  gentlemen  really  believed  what  they  said, 
they  must  see  at  once  that  the  best  possible 
way  to  undeceive  the  Natives  ia  that  matter 
would  be  to  place  the  conduct  of  Government 
in  the  bands  of  tliat  party  of  which  they  had 
formed  such  a  very  mistaken  idea — an  idea 
that  they  would  be  very  likely  to  have  formed 
from  the  libels  that  had  been  heaped  upon 
those  who  did  not  swear  by  the  present  Go- 
Temment  during  the  late  elections,  by  those 
who  endeavoured  to  secure  their  seats  by  talk- 


ing British  lion— or  lion's  skin.  He  had  heard 
a  great  deal  during  the  late  elections  of  a 
peace-at-any-price  party ;  but  he  had  found  no 
such  party  in  that  House,  although  he  had 
found  a  party,  and  a  large  one,  too,  that  he 
feared  might  without  any  injustice  be  called 
the  war-at-any-price  party.  But  the  most  vi- 
gorous talkers  were  not  the  most  vigorous 
lighters ;  and  why  the  war  so  rashly  begun 
had  been  suddenly  stopped  in  the  manner  and 
ftt  the  time  it  was,  was  quite  out  of  his  power 
to  comprehend.  If,  as  tney  were  now  told,  all 
the  disasters  were  owing  to  the  incapacity  or 
cowardice  of  the  generals,  why  did  they  stop 
the  war  just  as  an  able  general  had  been  sent 
from  Home  7  Why  did  they  not  take  the  op- 
portunity to  give  the  Maoris  just  one  taste  of 
what  British  soldiers  could  do  when  led  or 
directed  by  able  commanders?  If  they  had 
shown  the  Natives  just  enough  to  let  them  see 
that  British  soldiers  are  not  the  easily-defeated 
men  which  they  now  naturally  believe  them  to 
be,  it  would  have  done  more  to  secure  a  peace 
than  all  their  fine  despatches,  and  all  their  fine 
speeches  in  that  House  ;  it  would  have  saved 
any  further  loss  of  life ;  would  have  prevented 
the  long-continued  unsettled  state  of  ihe  coun- 
tiy;  and  would  have  saved  the  war  we  were 
now  told  was  inevitable,  and  which  would  not 
cost  the  country,  if  once  entered  upon,  less 
than  two  millions  of  money.  What  could  be 
more  impolitic  than  to  remove  the  war  from 
ft  place  where  wo  hod  nothing  more  to  lose — 
Mr.  Saundcr$ 


a  place  that  had  been  converted  into  &  deaolat* 
heap  of  ruins — and  bring  it  to  an  unvrasted, 
smiling,  and  beautiful  country,  where  the  Na- 
tives would  find  a  fresh  supply  of  cattle  and 
provisions,  and  fresh  houses  to  pillage  and  bom. 
Both  parties  in  the  House  were  more  ^varlika 
than  he  could  wish,  and  on  most  subjects  he- 
could  have  said  "  Ditto"  to  all  that  was  said 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  (Mr. 
Dick) ;  but  he  did  not  agree  with  him  that- 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  was  as 
much  bent  upon  war  as  the  present  Ministry. 
From  the  one  he  thought  there  was  some  hope 
of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  present  difficnlties; 
from  the  other  none  whatever.  But,  whilst  he 
intended  by  his  vote  to  express  that  want  <A 
confidence  in  the  present  Ministers  -which  he 
most  sincerely  felt,  if  the  result  of  the  decisioa 
should  be  in  their  favour  he  would  offer  no- 
factious  opposition  to  them ;  on  the  contraiy, 
at  such  a  difSoult  and  trying  period  of  oor 
history  as  the  present  he  should  feel  it  hit 
duty  to  abstain  from  anything  whioh  would 
weaken  the  hands  of.  any  Ministry  to  whom 
the  majority  of  the  House  should  decide  that 
the  reins  of  Government  shidl  be  intrusted. 
He  should  take  another  opportunity  to  say 
more  about  this  difference  with  iSmistea- 
upon  civil  business,  as  the  House  now 
seemed  inclined  to  hear  of  nothing  but  the 
war.  His  great  objection  to  the  present 
Ministry  was  that  they  were  mere  politioiant, 
and  not  statesmen.  He  knew  of  no  appella- 
tion he  could  give  them  so  expressive  of  what 
he  meant  as  one  which  might  be  considered 
rather  coarse  in  that  House,  but  it  was  one 
which  he  had  a  very  high  authority  for  nsing. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  now  it 
the  head  of  the  Colonial  Government  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Nelson  Provincial  Government 
his  Ministry  used  to  be  denominated,  by  a 
gentleman  who  occupied  a  rather  prominent 
position  in  the  Nelson  Provincial  Council,  but 
who  now  occupied  a  much  more  prominent 
position  in  this  House,  not  the  Ministry  of  all 
the  talents,  but  the  Ministry  of  all  the  dodges  ; 
and  it  was  mainly  because  he  still  believed  this 
Ministry  to  be  a  Ministry  of  dodges  that  he 
could  not  now  give  it  a  vote  of  confidence.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  should 
now  be  called  to  the  very  responsible  tsLsk  at 
choosing  men  to  undertake  the  government  of 
this  colony  at  the  present  very  diiiicult  and  im- 
portant crisis,  he  hoped  he  would  call  to  the 
Governor's  Council,  not  men  of  dodges,  bat 
men  who  would  place  a  most  unbounded  confi- 
dence in  the  ultimate  power  of  truth  and 
honesty,  and  who  would  act  up  to  that  trust  in 
all  their  transactions  with  the  Governor,  as  well 
as  with  the  European  and  Maori  races ;  men 
who  would  devote  their  undivided  attention  to 
the  duties  of  their  office ;  men  who  would  seek 
the  advantage  of  no  one  part  of  this  colony  to 
the  injury  of  the  whole  ;  and  men  who  would 
advise  the  appointment  of  the  various  public 
servants  of  the  colony,  not  with  the  miserable 
view  of  gaining  some  supporter  or  neutralizing 
some  opponent  in  that  House,  but  with  a  single 
eye  to  the  public  service  and  the  efficiency  and 
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eooBomy  of  every  public  department.  But,  if 
the  honooiable  member  foi  Bo&gitikei  shonld 
conunit  the  too  coimnoii  fault  of  choosing  men 
who  can  talk  lather  than  men  who  can  act; 
men  who  can  manage  the  weakest  part  of  that 
House,  but  who  cannot  manage  the  weakest 
tiibe  of  the  aborigines ;  men  who  can  neither 
niegotiate  a  solid  peace  nor  oondnct  a  success- 
ful war,  but  who  may  have  sufficient  powers  of 
speech  to  make  that  House  believe  that  they 
were  going  to  do  both ;  men  who  can  talk,  and 
talk  loudly,  too,  about  truth  and  equity  and 
justice,  but  who  will  yet  appoint  to  the  very 
s^ats  of  justice  the  greatest  villains  that  ever 
«>-Hgt^>^ — if,  in  short,  the  honourable  member 
for  BangitJkei  should  attempt  to  outdodge  the 
men  he  may  now  displace,  he  warned  him  that 
his  attempt  would  be  a  failure.  He  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  finding  men  who  would  sur- 
pass them  in  honesty  and  straightforwardness  of 
purpose ;  he  believed  he  womd  have  no  diffi- 
cult to  find  men  who  would  surpass  them  in 
leal  administrative  ability :  but,  if  he  tried  to 
find  men  who  would  surpass  them  in  dodges,  he 
was  certain  he  would  not  succeed,  and  he  was 
equally  certain  that  he  ought  not  to  succeed. 

Ur.  J.  C.  BIOHMOND  said,— Sir,  I  had  not 
intended  to  speak  on  the  present  motion,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimea  has  roused 
me.  That  gentleman's  usually  clear  under- 
standing seems  under  a  cloud  on  one  point — ^he 
lays  the  blame  of  unsatisfactory  military  opera- 
tions on  Ministers.  Can  it  be  that  the  honour- 
able member,  who  shows  that  he  pays  attention 
to  even  the  detaUs  of  public  busmess,  is  ignor- 
ant that  the  conduct  of  military  afiairs  is 
entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the  Executive? 
Does  he  imagine  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man whom  he  proposes  to  put  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  will  direct  the  next  campaign, 
or  be  responsible  for  the  faults  or  entitled  to 
the  honour  of  the  operations  on  which  we  may 
be  entering  ?  It  is  fair  to  all  parties  to  correct 
such  an  idea.  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat.  The 
Commander  of  the  Forces  alone  is  answerable. 
It  would  be  as  unfair  to  him  as  to  Ministers  to 
forget  this.  We  have  been  wading  through 
fifteen  months  of  disasters  and  dishonour,  not 
owing  to  the  errors  of  the  Qovemment,  but 
because  of  the  rare  incompetency  of  two 
officois  who  have  been  in  command.  I  am 
sure  no  member  of  the  profession  who  may 
hear  me  will  misunderstand  me,  or  think  I  put 
any  slight  on  the  military  generally.  I  do  not 
agree  with  an  honourable  member  who  lunted 
that  the  campaign  at  Waitara  had,  in  this 
sense,  discredited  our  arms.  That  campaign 
has  not  given  the  Natives  a  contemptuous  idea 
of  our  soldiers.  Quite  the  reverse.  The  opera- 
tions have  been  unhappy,  but  our  men  have 
been  at  Waitara  what  they  have  been  wherever 
British  troops  have  trod.  Still  less  must  the 
Ministry  be  saddled  with  the  blunders.  Let 
me  thank  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  for  his  speech  of  yesterday.  It 
was  one  of  the  events  of  the  session.  The 
honottiable  member  teaches  us  how  to  divide 
tlie  House.  The  true  parties  at  this  moment 
ate  the  self-reliant  and  the  croakers.     We  are 


not  living  under  the  tomahawk;  the  out- 
settlers  are  not  at  the  mercy  of  the  Maori. 
The  mover  of  the  question  before  us  said  last 
night  "he  would  not  do  the  British  Lion." 
I  think  he  told  us  he  feared  the  ears  would 
show.  The  ears  have  been  conspicuous  enough, 
both  lately  and  last  session,  on  these  Native 
debates.  Last  session  we  could  hardly  open 
our  mouths  honestly  but  some  one  woidd  rise 
to  whisper,  "  Hush  1  the  Maoris  will  hear  you." 
I  do  not  know  if  it  was  the  reeil  British  Lion 
that  took  this  tone,  but  it  crept  about  like  a 
very  miserable  animal.  I  had  then  to  tlumk 
a  gentlemEua  from  the  Middle  Island  (Mr. 
Oimes)  for  protesting  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  has  just  done  with  much  greater 
eloquence.  The  spell  is  broken,  and  we 
can  speak  again.  The  honourable  member's 
spirit  IS  that  of  the  Taianaki  settlers.  Do  not 
tell  me  they  are  like  the  fox  in  the  fable,  who, 
having  lost  his  tail,  wished  others  to  cut  oS 
theirs.  When  information  came  down  of  the 
course  which  the  Qovemor  intended,  they  knew 
what  would  be  the  result.  Taranaki  was  never 
in  greater  physical  prosperity  than  at  that 
moment.  It  was  cultivated  like  a  gaiden; 
The  settlers  saw  the  risk.  Bvery  cart  in  the 
place  was  busy  drawing  movables  into  town 
from  their  abandoiied  and  unprotected  houses 
But  not  one  voice  was  raised  in  deprecation. 
They  did  not  croak  then,  and  they  do  not 
croak  now.  They  are  convinced  that,  under 
good  leadership,  they  can  protect  themselves 
and  their  property.  The  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  is  to  be  congratulated,  if  he 
should  be  in  office,  that  such  leadership  will  be 
had  in  his  time.  If  physiognomy  can  be  relied 
on  at  all,  we  may  hope  everything  from  General 
Cameron.  We  have  all  seen  with  emotion 
in  that  officer  the  well-known  features  of  our 
great  vaptains — the  Clydes,  the  Napiers,  the 
Wellingtons — and  should  a  campaign  be  neces- 
sary he  will  prove  himself  to  be  of  the  same 
type.  An  honourable  member  said  the  Militia 
hard  done  well  on  one  occasion,  holding  its 
ground  for  a  long  time  against  the  enemy.  Sir, 
not  on  one  occasion,  but  on  many :  they  never 
did  otherwise.  On  the  occasion  I  suppose  re- 
ferred to  they  did  not  merely  hold  their  ground, 
but  one  hundred  and  forty  of  them  pushed 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Natives  before  them 
up  the  Waireka  Hill,  and  would  then  and 
there  have  taken  the  pa  had  they  not  been  cut 
in  two  by  an  accident  of  the  ground  unknown 
to  one  of  the  officers.  The  honourable  the 
mover  has  told  us  he  "  would  not  have  rushed 
into  the  war,  but,  being  in,  he  will  be  bold  and 
wise.  He  will  build  blockhouses,  but  they  will 
be  no  use,  for  we  shall  be  starved  if  we  stay  in 
and  shot  if  we  go  out.  It  is  a  mockery  to  talk 
of  the  Taranaki  settlers  having  defended  them- 
selves." I  will  tell  him  about  our  experience 
and  about  the  blockhouses.  He  rebuked  me 
last  session  for  wagging  my  tongue  too  rudely 
against  the  Commander  of  the  Forces.  I  am 
going  to  repeat  the  oSenoe.  It  is  true  the 
settlers  built  some  blockhouses  ;  it  is  true  those 
blockhouses  did  not  save  much  property.     But 
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-nby?  Because  Colonel  Qold,  having  cut  oS 
his  tail  or  resolutely  put  it  between  hia  legs, 
ohoae  that  the  settlers  shonld  assume  the  same 
dignified  attitude.  They  were  forbidden  to  go 
out  of  those  blockhouses  to  attack  the  enemy 
under  any  circumstances  without  an  order 
from  heEkd-quarters ;  and  when  they  trans- 
gressed this  command  they  were  put  under 
arrest,  confined,  rebuked.  But  the  settlers 
are  confident  that  they  could  have  preserved 
their  property  by  watchful  activity.  Every- 
thing has  oeen  done  on  one  side  of  this  House 
to  discourage  the  colony ;  but  let  the  out-settlers 
of  Auckland  and  other  provinces  take  heart 
from  the  experience  of  Tuanaki.     I  am  very 

gcoud  to  represent  here  the  garrison  of  the 
mata  stockade ;  but  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to 
tViinlf  that  my  constituents  are  exceptional. 
They  are  a  good  average  sample  of  Englishmen. 
Auckland  and  every  part  of  the  Island  has 
many  such.  I  will  now  tell  the  honourable 
the  mover  what  my  course  will  be  on  his 
motion.  Should  he  succeed  in  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  Ministerial  seats,  he  will  never  find 
me  offering  factious  opposition — I  will  accept 
crumbs  of  good  at  any  one's  hands;  but  for 
general  and  special  reasons  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  feel  any  confidence  in  the  honourable 
member  for  Rimgitikei.  He  has  recommended 
himself  to  us  as  a  man  of  action.  He  is  a  little 
more :  he  is  a  man  of  faction,  and  therefore 
now  and  at  all  times  imfit  to  be  trusted  by  the 
ooimtry.  His  sole  policy  is  that  he  should 
occupy  a  Ministerial  seat ;  and  hia  conduct  to 
my  constituents  is  such  that  I  cannot  trust 
him.  As  a  means  of  attack  on  Ministers  he 
has  not  scrupled,  in  the  worst  style  of  an  Old 
Bailey  barrister,  to  vent  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  and  elsewhere  groundless  and  cruel 
libels  upon  a  whole  community.  Is  such  a 
man  fit  to  be  set  at  the  head  of  thp  Go- 
vermnent?  How  can  I  believe  that  he  will 
carry  out  the  Ngaruawahia  declaration,  one 
of  the  terms  of  which  is  compensation  to 
my  constituents,  whom  ha  has  for  the  last 
eighteen  months  been  charging  with  a  greedy 
spirit  worse  than  cannibalism?  The  honour- 
ahle  member  laughs,  but  the  matter  is  serious. 
*'  The  tongue,  a  little  member,  boasteth  great 
things."  His  words  were  light,  I  dare  say,  but 
they  have  crossed  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  it  is 
no  thanks  to  him  that  my  constituents  and 
the  colony  are  not  blackened  by  them^  I  can 
forgive  the  honourable  gentleman  because  he 
is  a  light  weight ;  but  I  can  never  forget  this 
until  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  on  the  floor  of 
this  House  he  declares  his  repentance  of  the 
libels  he  has  vented  with  such  cruel  reckless- 
ness ;  and  men  so  reckless  are  not  fit  for  the 
office  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
aspires  to.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  members 
bora  Otago  and  any  others  who  may  have  yet 
suspended  their  decision.  I  wish  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  were  here ;  he  would 
exact  guarantees  for  my  constituents.  He  had 
the  honourable  the  mover  well  in  hand,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  greatly 
needs  a  nurse.  No,  it  is  impossible  to  trust 
him  t  I  beg  those  honourable  members  not  to 
Mr,  J,  C.  Richmond 


deliver  me  and  my  constituents  over  to  his 
hands.  The  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
has  objected  to  the  tricks  of  the  Ministers,  re- 
ferring, I  suppose,  to  the  venial  mistake  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  about  the  address.  I  vrill 
tell  the  honourable  member  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary is  an  innocent  child  beside  the  honour- 
able gentleman  he  would  put  over  oa.  The 
father  of  deceit  himself  could  scarcely  out-trick 
the  honourable  member  for  Rcmgitikei.  I 
make  no  apology  for  these,  personalities — the 
question  is  of  persons,  and  I  think  I  have  not 
overstepped  the  decorum  of  the  House-  in  what 
I  have  said.  The  question  is  a  grave  one  for 
my  constituents.  Nevertheless,  if  the  hononr- 
able  member  should  attain  his  end  and  be 
placed  at  the  Ministerial  table,  it  is  not  fzcm 
me  or  from  this  side  of  the  House  that  he  will 
meet  with  factious  opposition. 

Major  NIXON  said  that  he  would  not  have 
spoken  to  the  question  before  the  House  bat 
for  some  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
last  speaker.  He  had  asked  them  to  look  to 
Taranaki,  and  what  had  beea  done  there,  for 
encouragement ;  but  he  (Major  Nixon)  did  not 
believe  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  out-settlers 
whom  he  represented  and  amongst  whom  he 
lived  to  do  so  in  order  to  take  heart  of  grace. 
The  best  spirit  and  determination  reigned 
amongst  them ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  be  be- 
lieved that  the  line  of  argument  followed  hj 
some  speakers  during  that  debate  was  calcu- 
lated to  do  a  considerable  amount  of  harm  out- 
of-doors,  where  comparatively  ignorant  men, 
reading  the  expressions  made  use  of  by  many  in 
reference  to  the  Militia,  would  be  led  to  ttunk 
themselves  most  injured  men,  and  that  their 
rights  were  being  trampled  upon  in  CEJUng 
upon  them  to  do  that  military  duty  which  vras 
necessary  under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM.— Sir,  I  quite  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
as  to  the  courage  and  bravery  of  the  Auckland 
Militia  and  Volunteers,  and  feel  confident  that 
if  ever  they  are  called  upon  to  defend  their 
homes  they  will  prove  worthy  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them ;  but  I  trust  they  will  never  be 
asked  to  act  on  the  aggressive,  the  approaching 
war  being  altogether  an  Imperial  war ;  and  if 
the  settlers  do  not  get  drawn  into  it,  the  Natives 
will  most  likely  confine  their  operations  to  fight- 
ing the  soldiers.  At  all  events,  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  wise  to  have  the  Militia  and  Volun- 
teers to  act  only  in  cases  of  defence.  I  vote 
against  the  Ministry  on  the  present  occasion 
for  several  reasons.  They  have  been  now  five 
years  in  office ;  and  what  have  they  done  ?  I 
had  hoped  when  we  obtained  Responsible  Go- 
vernment that  we  would  at  all  events  have  had 
a  change  for  the  better.  I  expected  to  have 
seen  an  active,  energetic  Government,  that 
would  not  confine  themselves  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  alone,  but  would  have  gone  through 
the  country  and  made  themselves  acquainted 
personally  with  the  wants  and  requirements  of 
the  Native  race,  which  if  they  had  done,  tha 
country  would  not  now  be  in  the  present  dis- 
turbed state.  The  Government  cannot  be  blind' 
to  the  fact  that  the  Natives  are  most  dissatis- 
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fied  witii  the  present  system  of  disposing  of 
their  land.  They  see  it  bonght  by  the  OoTem- 
ment  at  4d.  and  Is.  per  acre,  tmd  see  it  soon 
afterwards  sold  to  the  Enropean  at  10s. ;  and 
yet  they  are  told  that  they  are  guaranteed  all 
their  right  in  their  lands.  The  Natives  can- 
not  onderstand  the  justice  of  SQch  a  system 
as  that ;  and  daring  the  five  years  that!  have 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  I  have 
endeavoored  to  do  away  with  the  present 
system  of  acquiring  land;  and  until  that  is 
(dtered  there  will  be  no  peace  in  New  Zealand. 
With  the  sword  you  may  annihilate  the  Natives, 
bat  I  believe  yoa  will  never  subdue  them  until 
fall  jostioe  is  done  them  in  regard  to  their 
laods.  The  Natives  have  no  confidence  in  the 
present  Ministry.  They  know  well  who  intro- 
dacad  the  Native  Ofienders  Bill,  and  the  Native 
Territorial  Bights  Bill,  a  Bill  that  was  a  step 
in  Uie  right  direction,  but  contained  in  it  an 
element  that  the  Natives  would  never  agree  to — 
that  is,  after  a  European  bought  land  from  the 
Natives,  he  had  to  j>ay  the  Government  10s.  per 
acre  for  a  Crown  title;  and  yet  they  are  re- 
peatedly told  that  all  their  rights  in  land  are 
guaranteed  to  them.  Give  the  Natives  full 
jostioe  with  regard  to  their  lands,  and  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  governing  them.  I  also 
oppose  the  Ministry  because  they  have  neglected 
their  duty.  They  got  every  assistance  from 
both  sides  of  the  House  last  session  in  the  way 
of  voting  money  in  order  to  bring  the  war  to  a 

rdy  termination ;  and,  although  a  part  of 
country  has  been  involved  in  war  for  fifteen 
months,  the  settlers  are  not  armed,  nor  are 
there  arms  to  put  in  their  hands.  The  best 
way  to  avoid  a  war  is  to  be  prepared  for  it.  If 
we  are  to  go  to  war,  which  I  believe  we  shall, 
we  most  prepare  and  do  all  in  our  power  to 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  successftil  termination. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  with  General  Cameron 
in  command — who  I  look  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  efficient  commanders  that  ever  was  in 
the  South  Pacific — the  operations  will  be  at- 
tended with  a  very  different  result  from  what 
has  taken  place  at  Taranaki.  But  I  do  blame 
the  Ministry  in  advising  His  Excellency  to  the 
policy  of  patching  up  a  peace  at  Taranaki,  and 
removing  the  seat  of  war  to  a  fresh  district. 
When  the  troops  were  at  Taranaki,  when  all 
the  injury  was  done  to  the  settlers  that  was 
likely  to  take  place,  I  think  a  great  mistake  has 
been  committed  in  not  following  up  the  mur- 
derers— the  Ngatiruanuis  and  Taranokis — and 
bringing  them  to  justice.  They  ought  first  to 
be  punished,  and,  if  successful  operations  wore 
carried  out  against  them,  there  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  but  few  adherents  to  the  King 
movement ;  bat  in  going  up  the  Waikato  you 
commence  on  fresh  ground,  and  it  will  be  the 
signal  for  a  general  rising  amongst  the  Natives 
who  do  not  wish  to  fight,  nor  ever  would  have 
gtme  to  Taranaki.  I  believe  the  king  move- 
ment to  have  been  started  by  the  Maoris  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  law  and  order 
amongst  themselves.  Had  it  been  taken  in 
time  and  guided  by  the  Government  it  might 
have  been  applied  to  a  useful  purpose ;  but  it 
was  neglected,  and  the  country  is  now  reaping 


the  fruits  of  that  neglect.  I  read  with  much 
pleasure  a  letter  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House  a  few  days  ago,  written  by  Sir  W.  Deni- 
son.  It  appears  to  me  that  he  knew  better  how 
to  manage  the  Natives  in  1860  than  the  Minis- 
try do  at  the  present  day.  I  oppose  the  Minis- 
try in  their  provincial  policy,  f  cannot  forget 
the  appeal  made  to  them  last  session  by  Sie 
honourable  member  for  Dnnedin  Country  Dis- 
trict (Mr.  Gillies) ,  when  he  asked  them  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  New  Provinces  Aot 
until  the  country  had  a  voice  in  the  matter ; 
but  they  refused  to  listen  to  reason  because 
they  could  then  command  a  majority  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  until  to-morrow,  urging  his 
own  inability  from  indisposition  to  address  the 
House  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night. 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  for, 

1. 

Motion  agr( 

sedto. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Dos  MousTAiN  Bailwat  Bill. — Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Creyke,,  Mr.  Firth,  Mr.  McGlashan,  Mr.  A. 
3.  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Domett. 

IvnLITARY  DEFENCE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ORMOND,  it  was 
agreed.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a  . 
copy  of  all  correspondence  from  the  Provincial 
Government  of  Hawke's  Bay  pointing  out  the 
unprotected  state  of  that  province;  also  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Military  Defence 
Committee. 

RETURNS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ORMOND,  it  was 
agreed,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  permanent  debt  between  the 
Provinces  of  Wellington  and  Hawko's  Bay,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  during  its  last  session,  be 
printed,  in  continuation  of  the  papers  laid  on 
the  table  this  session. 

FINANCE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS,  it  was  agreed. 
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That  tbe  Beserre  Fund  Account  (No.  4)  laid 
on  the  table  be  printed. 

The  dense  adjourned   at  half-past   eleven 
o'clook  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  5th  July,  1861. 


Military  Stores— Reserved  Bills— First  Beading— 
Bank  o(  New  South  Wales  Bill  —  Select  Cotn- 
mittee.  ^ 

The  Hon.  the  Spkakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clook. 

Pbaybbs. 

MILITABY  STORES. 
The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  OIBBES  moved, 
That  the  papers  relative  to  the  Hokianga  pow- 
der case  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table  be 
printed.  He  rose  with  reluctance  to  bring 
forward  the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  rela- 
tive to  the  sale  of  grmpowder  to  the  Natives  at 
Hokianga ;  but  he  considered  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  required  a  more  satisfactory 
explanation  than  that  given  in  the  papers  laid 
before  the  Counoil ;  and  if,  after  the  statement 
he  was  about  to  make,  the  Oovemment  could 
afiord  that,  he  should  not  press  the  motion. 
It  appeared  that  information  had  been  for- 
warded to  the  Government  that  a  trader  named 
Maning,  resident  at  Hokianga,  had  been  sell- 
ing large  quantities  of  gunpowder  to  the  Na- 
tives, in  contravention  of  the  Proclamation  of 
the  27th  March,  1860.  The  Postmaster-General 
undertook  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  but  no 
farther  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  than 
those  referred  to  in  the  papers  laid  upon  the 
table ;  and  on  these  he  based  his  motion.  He 
then  proceeded  to  give  a  sketch  of  thtf  law 
on  the  subject,  mentioning  the  different  ordi- 
nances passed  since  1845  and  the  Proclamation 
of  1860,  under  which  licenses  to  hold  or  dispose 
of  gunpowder  and  quarterly  returns  of  sales  were 
required.  The  Government  had  been  informed 
that  after  the  date  of  the  Proclamation  in 
March,  1860,  Mr.  Maning  had  sold  large  quan- 
tities of  gunpowder,  not  only  to  Natives  in  his 
own  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  to  those 
from  other  parts  of  the  coimtry.  He  read  to 
the  Council  portions  of  the  papers  laid  upon 
the  table,  particularly  a  letter  from  Mr.  Man- 
ing to  the  Government,  written  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  the  Proclamation,  in  which  he  ac- 
knowledged having  23cwt.  of  gunpowder  in  his 
possession,  which  he  had  agreed  to  sell  to 
Natives  for  sporting  purposes  before  the  sale 
had  been  prohibited,  and  asking  for  a  license 
to  sell  it  to  them.  By  a  memorandum  of  ilx. 
Richmond,  this  letter  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Clendon  and  Kemp,  with  instructions  to  them 
to  inquire  into  the  case  and  report  thereon; 
and  in  their  report  they  stated  that  the  powder 
appeared  to  have  been  virtually  purchased  by, 
although  not  actually  delivered  to,  the  Natives 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  Proclamation,  and  there- 
lore  recommended  that  the  sale  should  be  al- 
ilr.  Curti$ 


lowed,  especially  as  these  Natives  weie  loyally 
disposed.  There  was  one  point  in  this  rapoct  hie 
could  not  help  noticing.  Messrs.  Clendon  aai 
Kemp  did  not  speak  from  their  own  knowledge 
of  the  case,  but  rested  their  report  on  infnrm*- 
tion  obtained  from  Mr.  Maning,  who,  peabafm, 
as  the  party,  interested,  was  not  exactly  uia 
person  most  qualified  to  afford  it.  He  also 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Maning,  in  which  the 
latter  declined  a  license  to  sell  so  small  a  quan- 
tity of  powder  as  1001b.  He  wished,  therefome, 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Ma.niTig  bad  a  license 
for  holding  so  large  a  quantity  of  powder  as 
23c wt.,  as  required  by  the  gunpowder  ordi- 
nance ;  and  whether  he  had  maide  qnartwriy 
returns  of  gunpowder  and  warlike  stores  aola 
by  him,  as  required  by  the  Proolamatian  of 
1857.  He  had  no  wish  to  press  the  motion  if 
the  Oovemment  could  give  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer ;  but  he  thought,  if  the  Government  had 
been  remiss,  and  sanctioned  an  infnnggnwant 
of  the  law,  they  were  deserving  of  censnie  tat 
breach  of  duty. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  would  explain  the 
general  views  of  the  Government  on  this  matter, 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  had  acted. 
If  he  had  known  that  the  honourable  barooet 
was  going  to  call  the  Government  to  account 
and  also  to  ask  questions,  he  would  have  gona 
through  the  papers  more  carefully ;  but  he 
should  give  sufficient  explanation  if  he  simply 
stated  that  the  view  the  Government  took  ol 
the  subject  was  this :  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Uoense  to  sell  was  refused  to  Mr.  Maning,  the 
Natives  might  look  upon  it  as  a  breach  of  faith, 
and  some  now  well  disposed  might  become 
disaffected.  On  the  other  hand  the  issue  of 
such  a  license  might  be  imprudent.  The  ques- 
tion then  was,  which  was  the  best  coarse  to 
pursue,  and,  as  it  appeared  from  Mr.  Clendon'g 
report,  which  was  not  controverted,  that  the 
Natives  looked  upon  the  bargain  as  already 
made  and  the  sale  effected  before  the  prohibi- 
tion was  made  and  the  new  state  of  law  cams 
into  force,  and  that  the  powder  was  virtually 
though  not  actually  deHvered,  the  Oovemment 
determined  to  recommend  the  sale  to  be  ^- 
lowed.  There  was  no  objection  to  the  papers 
in  question  being  printed,  but  the  returns  asked 
for  did  not  really  belong  to  this  question,  and 
therefore  were  not  included  in  the  papers  laid 
before  the  Council ;  but  they  could  be  furnished 
if  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  OIBBES  did  not 
wish  to  press  the  motion.  He  only  wished  to  give 
the  Government  the  opportunity  of  explaimng 
more  fully  than  hitherto  the  course  they  had 
adopted.  However,  he  had  been  informed  that 
part  of  the  powder  had  been  handed  over  only 
lately,  and  that  not  to  the  Natives  referred  to 
in  the  report,  but  to  some  from  a  different  part 
of  the  country.  He  would  add  that  of  the 
four  chiefs  whose  names  were  mentioned  as 
being  loyally  disposed,  three,  at  all  events,  ab- 
sented themselves,  with  their  followers,  from 
the  meeting  of  the  Natives  at  which  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Ngapuhis  were  offered  in  the  war ; 
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jm  did  they  attend  on  the  ooeasion  of  the 
Ooremn's  riait  to  Hoidajiga.  He  thought  this 
did  not  a»y  mnch  for  their  loyalty.  He  had, 
homnr,  nodoabtthat  the  OoTemment,  feeling 
the  difficulty  of  their  position  in  reference  to 
the  matter  he  had  brought  forward,  had  acted 
for  Uie  best ;  and,  as  the  explanation  appeared 
to  be  satisfactory,  he  would,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Council,  withdraw  the  motion. 
Motion  wiUidrawn. 

RESERVED  BILLS. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  the 
•nival  of  a  message  from  His  Excellency  in- 
forming the  CoTmoU  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  assent  to  the  following  Bills,  which 
bevel  been  reserved  for  the  sig^iification  of  her 
pleasure :  "  The  Land  for  Compensation  (Nel- 
son and  Marlborough)  Act,  1860 ;"  "  Naval  and 
Uilitaiy  Settlers  Act,  I860;"  "Taranaki  Set- 
tlers'BeUef  Act,  1860." 

FIRST  READINO. 
Weuhts  and   Measures  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

BANK  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILL. 

The  Eon.  Sir  OSBORNE  GIBBES  moved, 
That  the  written  evidence  of  Mr.  Murdock, 
taken  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Be;aesentatives,  in  proof  of  the  preamble  of 
the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  BUI,  be  read 
in  evidence  before  any  Select  Committee  of 
this  Council  to  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
nidBiU. 

Discussion  ensued. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
MniTABT  Defencb. — On  the  motion  of  the 
Urn.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  it  was  agreed.  That 
the  secret  Committee  on  the  Military  Defence 
of  the  Colony,  appointed  by  this  Ciuncil,  have 
power  and  authority  to  make  a  daolaraUon  of 
secrecy  in  a  form  to  be  appointed  by  the  Joint 
Committee. 

'  The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    RBPBESENTATTVES. 

Friday,  5th  July,  1861. 

Ttitt  Beadiiig—JIUitary  Defence— Accommodation- 
Want  ot  Confldenoe. 


Mr.  Spkaxkb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbixebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Diseased  Cattle  Bill. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND,  it 
^  agreed,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table 
-copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Com- 
loander  and  -other  officers  of  the  Taranaki 
VdimteerB  and  Militia,  and  the  Adjutant-Ge- 


neral of  Militia,  or  the  Colonial  Secretary,  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  reorganization  c^  the 
Taranaki  Volunteers  imd  Militia. 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  moved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of. 
this  House,  among  the  works  first  undertaken 
by  the  Government  none  is  of  greater  import- 
ance than  that  of  providing  proper  accom- 
modation for  the  meetiti^  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  said  the  building  in  which  they  now 
met  had  been  most  properly  described  a  few 
evenings  ago  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Cap- 
tain Fraser)  as  an  ill-ventilated  bam.  There 
was  little  or  no  accommodation  for  the  public, 
who,  as  on  a  recent  occasion,  had  encroached 
on  the  limited  space  set  apart  for  honourable 
members ;  and  there  was  absolutely  no  accom- 
modation for  the  Press.  It  was  true  a  pigeon- 
hole had  been  fastened  up  against  the  house 
for  the  reporters ;  but  there  w^s  neither  sitting* 
room  nor  ventilation,  and  the  observations  of 
honourable  members  were  lost,  as  the  sound 
passed  before  the  reporters.  Only  a  few  honour- 
able members  could  hear  what  business  was 
being  transacted  at  the  table ;  and  those 
honourable  members  were  interfered  with  by 
the  public.  Besides,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
courtesy  of  the  Provincial  Council,  the  General 
Assembly  would  be  now  holding  its  session 
under  canvcw. 

Mr.  MASON  said  he  rose  in  great  pain  to 
second  the  motion.  The  draught  from  an  open 
window  the  previous  evening  had  given  him 
acute  rheumatism. 

Mr.  KETTLE,  while  admitting  the  necessity 
for  another  building,  thought  a  central  site 
should  be  fixed  upon  before  expending  thou- 
sands of  pounds  on  a  permanent  erection. 
Auckland  was  not  central  enough ;  and  if  the 
General  Assembly  had  met  in  a  more  central 
place,  the  New  Provinces  Act  would  not  have 
been  passed.    He  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  thought  this  was  not  the 
time  to  expend  a  large  sum  of  money  on  build- 
ing a  Parliament  House,  when  the  resources  of 
the  colony  would  most  likely  be  drained  by  an 
exhausting  war.  They  would  be  most  happy 
to  see  the  General  Assembly  in  Nelson,  and 
the  people  there  would  willingly  place  at  their 
disposal  the  spacious  public  hall. 

Mr.  FOX  said  if  they  adopted  the  principle 
of  peripatetic'  Parliaments,  as  had  been  the 
practice  in  Canada,  they  would  no  doubt  avail 
themselves  of  the  oSer  made  on  behalf  of 
Nelson.  This  was  not  the  time  to  expend  such 
a  large  sum  as  would  be  required  for  a  proper 
building ;  and  he  could  not  advocate  it,  more 
especially  because  he  opposed  placing  a  sum  of 
£50,000  on  the  estimates  Isist  session,  which  the 
Government  proposed  to  expend  on  a  lunatic 
asylum.  He  admitted  they  were  not  then  so 
conscious  as  at  present  of  their  approaching, 
loss  of  office  and  the  possibility  of  their  re- 
quiring a  place  of  retreat ;  but,  at  all  events, 
the  House  nad  not  since  heard  of  that  institu- 
tion, nor  of  the  central  penitentiary  that  had 
also  been  proposed  to  be  erected — although  the 
penitentiary  would  have  better  suited  as  the 
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refage  of  some  of  the  honoutable  gentlemen. 
He  then  referred  to  the  fact  that  General 
Cameron  had  to  leave  the  House  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  as  he  conld  not  find  accommoda- 
tion, and  proposed  that  a  resolution  should  bo 
passiad  by  the  House  expressing  regret  at  the 
ocourrenoe. 

Discnssion  ensued. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  as  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee,  said  that  the  blame  of  the 
Oeneral  not  obtaining  proper  accommodation 
in  the  House  the  other  night  ought  to  fall 
upon  him.  He  deeply  regretted  the  circum- 
stance, and  was  sure  that  every  one  in  the 
House  felt  equal  regret;  especially  as  the 
General,  being  the  immediate  successor,  in  the 
event  of  any  accident  to  His  Excellency,  to 
the  civil  government  of  the  colony,  had  a 
special  claim  to  the  courtesy  and  attention 
which  he  was  sorry  to  say  had,  however  un- 
intentionally, not  been  paid  to  him.  In  expla- 
nation, however,  he  begged  to  say  that  ho  was 
not  aware  of  the  General  being  in  the  House 
until  his  attention  was  called  to  his  having  left 
it ;  and  he  immediately  waited  on  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  was  desired  to  try  and  see  the  General, 
which  he  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  do 
that  night. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  though  the  Chair- 
man of  the  House  Committee  had  desired  to 
take  all  the  blame  of  the  unfortunate  occur- 
rence to  which  reference  had  been  made,  he 
wished  to  say  that  part  of  the  blame  ought  to 
be  taken  by  himself,  and  he  had  on  the  next 
morning  conveyed  his  apologies  to  the  General 
for  that  occurrence. 

Mr.  FIBTH  referred  to  the  motion,  and  said 
the  question  of  locality  had  been  most  un- 
fortunately introduced  into  the  discussion.  He 
agreed  with  honourable  member  that  this  was 
not  the  time  for  expending  money  on  public 
buildings ;  they  should  not  invest  much  capital 
in  the  colony  until  they  knew  who  were  to 
govern  it.  He  did  not  Imow  how  it  happened 
that  honourable  members  should  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  General  Assembly  would 
meet  in  Wellington  ;  but  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  its  removal  from  Auckland.  This  city 
hod  been  declared  the  capital  of  New  Zealand 
by  the  Imperial  Government ;  the  new  pro- 
vmces  were  erected,  having  that  object  in  view; 
and  capital  had  been  largely  ii\vestcd  here  on 
that  understanding. 

Mr.  RENALL  did  not  object  to  Auckland 
being  the  capital  of  New  Zealand  ;  but  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  meetings  of  the 
General  Assembly.  If  they  gave  full  power  of 
self-government  to  the  provinces,  they  might 
keep  the  General  Assembly  wherever  they 
liked. 

Mr.  WILSON  regretted  that  honourable 
gentlemen  should  waste  the  time  of  the  House 
discussing  a  question  of  trivial  importance  in 
comparison  with  the  greater  matter  which  had 
occupied  their  attention  for  several  evenings, 
and  which  was  to  be  decided  that  day. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  replied,  and  said  that  the 
building  would  not  cost  over  £10,000.  He 
charged  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
Mr.  Fox 


with  changing  sides  on-  this  matter,  {»xi&asiil|^ 
one  thing  and  acting  contrary;  and  said  that 
he  could  not  be  trusted  as  a  Minister,  for  hi* 
performance  would  be  sure  to  belie  his  profea- 
sion.  He  would  divide  the  House. 
The  House  divided. 


Ates,  12. 

Curtis 

Nixon                Wood. 

Firth 

O'Nem                      Tellen. 

Graham,  Q. 

O'Rorke             Williamson 

Henderson 

Richmond, A.J.Taylor,  C.  J. 

Mason 

Noes,  22. 

Butler 

Jollie                 White 

BeU 

Kettle                Wilson 

Cookson 

Renall               Weld 

Creyke 

Rhodes              Wells. 

Dick 

Richmond,C.W. 

Eyes 

Richmond,  J.  C,        Tellers. 

Eraser 

Rowley              Carter 

HaU 

Saunders           Taylor,  W.  W 

Majority  against,  10. 

Motion  negatived. 

WANT  OP  CONFIDENCE. 
Mr.  MASON. — I  must  apologize  for  rising  at 
this  late  period  of  the  debate.  It  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  have  addressed  the  House  at  all  on 
this  subject,  but  the  honourable  member  foe 
Rangitikei  expressed  this  morning  some  anxiety 
to  know  on  which  side  of  the  House  I  should 
vote.  I  will  therefore  take  this  opportunity  of 
telling  him,  and  at  the  same  time  add  my 
reason  for  doing  so;  but,  before  ofiering  this 
explanation,  I  must  draw  the  attention  of  this 
House  to  the  observations  made  by  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Waimea,  when  he 
occupied  this  House  for  a  considerable  time, 
endeavouring  to  establish  a  character  for  the 
Colonial  Secretary  as  an  artful  dodger.  I  must 
ask  that  honourable  gentleman  whether  the 
amendment  proposed  in  answer  to  the  Go- 
vernor's message  by  the  Opposition  was  not  a 
dodge.  Why,  the  amendment  proposed  was  so 
cautiously  worded  that  it  really  made  little  or 
no  difference  to  the  original  motion.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  so  worded  that  the  very  proposers 
of  the  original  motion  could  not  object  to  it ; 
and  the  whole  House  must  have  agreed  with 
him.  Had  this  so-called  amendment  been  car- 
ried it  would  have  gone  forth  to  the  world  as 
a  victory  gained  by  the  Opposition;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  forgot  to  mention  this 
dodge.  I  have  waited  with  considerable  anxiety 
to  hear  this  motion  of  want  of  confidenoe 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei,  as  I  have  never  had  the  honour 
of  hearing  that  gentleman  before  on  so  impor- 
tant a  subject ;  but  I  must  confess  I  was  dis- 
appointed— he  did  not  handle  the  subject  in 
the  manner  I  had  been  led  to  expect.  His 
arguments  were  based  on  two  points,  the  war 
and  provincial  questions.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  if 
the  military  had  not  been  employed  to  protect 
the  survey  of  the  Waitara  block  at  Tarsnaki 
there  would  have  been  no  war  ;  that  it  has  been 
brought  on  by  haste  and  mismanagement  of 
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{he  Oovemor  and  the  Colonial  Government.    I 
Cttnnot  agree  with  him.    The  canse  of  this  wai 
I  trace  to  a  very  different  sonrce,  far  removed ; 
and  I  venture  to  state,  had  the  Imperial  Qo- 
vemmeut  pnrsaed  eL  different  policy  towards 
the  Natives  of  Kew  Zealand  when  they  took 
possession  of  this  coontoy  for  the  purpose  of 
colonization,  we  shonld  not  now  have  been  at 
mrwiththem.     A  system  of  secular  education, 
in  addition  to  teaching  the  Natives  the  English 
langoage,  would  have  led  to  the  fusion  of  the 
two  races.    A  scheme  of  this  kind  was  proposed 
to  Captain  Fitzroy  in  1845,  and  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  carried  ont  but  for  the 
klrival  of  Sir  George  Grey.     Had  this  course 
been  adopted  at  that  period,  Instead  of  our  now 
being  at  war  with  the  Natives,  William  King, 
01  perhaps  some  other  influential  men  amongst 
them,  would  now  be  sitting  in  this  House, 
assisting  to  make  laws  to  guide  their  fellow- 
men.    Great  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  cost  of 
this  war,  and  elaborate  calculations  made  to 
show  it ;  bat  this  is  looking  at  only  one  side  of 
the  question ;  and  if  the  war  goes  on  sufficient 
land  must  and  will  be  taken  from  the  insur- 
gents not  only  to  repay  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment and  the  expenses  of  the  Militia  force  em- 
ployed in  the  colony,  but  amply  to  compensate 
the  settlers  for  their  pecuniary  losses ;  there- 
fore I  look  upon  the  monetaiy  cost  as  a  se- 
oondaiy  consideration.    I  have  been  many  years 
in  this  country — I  came  with  Captain  Hobson — 
and  have  seen  a,  great  deal  of  the  Natives,  and 
think  I  undcrstajid  something  of  their  character. 
We  have  heard  from  the  opposite  side  of  this 
House  cries  of  "  God  forbid  this  war.    Take  time 
to  negotiate.    Let  it  be  avoided  if  possible." 
This  I  believe  to  be  impossible;  but  I  assure 
this  House  if  any  terms  less  imposing  than  the 
nltimatnm  of  the  Governor  were  proposed,  the 
Natives   would    expect    further    change,   and 
negotiations  would  become  interminable.    In- 
stead of  two  or  three  months  being  required  for 
this  patpose,  two  or  three  years — perhaps  ten — 
would  1m  insufficient.    As  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  course  hitherto  pursued  by  the  iionourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  in  this  matter,  I  must 
vote  against  his  motion  of  want  of  confidence, 
and  support  the  Government. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Sir,  I  do  not  think 
the  House  will  expect  of  me  to  enter  at  any 
great  length  on  the  topics  with  which  this  de- 
bate has  dealt,  which  were  thoroughly  discussed 
last  session,  and  on  which  we  have  just  had  a 
long,  exhausting  discussion.  Still  less  will  the 
Hoose  expect  of  me  to  attempt  on  this  occasion 
to  follow  the  individual  speakers  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  in  the  various  collateral  discassions 
into  which  they  have  gone.  I  will  not  even 
attempt  any  general  exposition  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  which  is  now  attacked,  and 
which  we  have  so  long  administered.  Indeed, 
to  answer  all  the  objections  of  particular  mem- 
bers is  perfectly  impossible,  and,  moreover, 
useless,  for  if  I  destroy  one  reason  for  their 
votes  they  will  give  another.  I  shall  not,  there- 
fore, be  expected  to  answer  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  when  he  wanted  to  know 


why  we  did  not  at  once  pursue  the  Ngatiruanoi. 
I  certainly  shall  not  try  to  check  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa, 
who  went  into  very  extensive  figures  and  calcu- 
lations on  the  subject  of  the  probable  cost  of  the 
war ;  I  will  not  follow  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimea  Into  a  discussion  of  his  particulac 
grief,  nor  vindicate  the  exercise  of  Government 
patronage  in  a  particular  instance  to  which  he 
adverted  last  night.  That  has  already  been  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  this  House  last  session, 
and  all  the  circumstances,  which  were  some- 
what peculiar,  were  very  fully  gone  into.  If  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka  had  spoken 
after  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea  he 
would  probably  have  told  him  that  it  was  no 
fault  of  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
that  the  officer  referred  to  did  not  hold  a  high 
and  important  situation  under  the  honourable 
member's  Government  in  1856. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  was  aware  of  that.  The 
gentleman  in  question  stated  at  a  public  meet- 
ing that  he  was  offered  by  Mr.  Elliot,  on  behalf  ' 
of  the  present  Government,  an  ofBce  under 
them,  and  was  also  offered  one  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei.  But,  as  they  were 
both  the  same  sum,  he  could  not  decide  which 
to  take. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— The  honourable 
member  has  mentioned  a  circumstance  for 
which  I  much  doubt  his  authority.  I  do  not 
believe  any  such  offer  was  ever  made  on  the  part 
of  this  Administration.  But  I  decline  the  full 
discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  present  time. 
Nor  can  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
expect  me  to  enter  on  a  vindication  of  the 
merits  of  the  tariff,  nor  to  defend  my  nnconsti- 
tutional  action  in  charging  duty  on  galvanized 
iron,  and  in  my  inexcusable  exemption  of  jews'- 
harps.  All  these  questions  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  pass  over.  I  will  merely  take  the 
course  of  following  the  tracks  in  debate  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  himself, 
although  in  that  I  find  mjrself  anticipated  on 
most  points  by  my  honourable  coUeagaes.  The 
House  is  indebted  to  the  honourable  member 
for  confining  the  discussion  oa  he  fairly  did; 
and  I  shall  imitate  his  example.  The  issue  the 
House  has  to  try  is  plainly  not  one  of  policy,  but 
of  men.  The  honourable  member  commenced 
by  giving  us  a  definition  of  what  party  was, 
and  said  very  properly  that  it  was  a  sasrifice 
of  minor  matters  for  the  sake  of  agreement 
in  main  general  principles  ;  but  I  think  the 
honourable  member  felt  that  principle  would 
hardly  square  with  his  present  purpose,  for  the 
whole  House  has  already  agreed  on  the  main 
principles  affecting  our  present  relations  with 
the  insurgents.  He  therefore  referred  to  an- 
other axiom  as  one  to  which  he  did  not  assent. 
I  mean  the  common  saying,  "Measures,  not 
men."  "  Men,"  he  said,  "  are  all-important." 
There  again  I  have  no  contest  vrith  him.  I 
agree  it  is  quite  legitimate  to  raise  the  simple 
question  of  who  shall  be  the  men  to  advise  His 
Excellency  at  the  present  juncture.  Such, 
then,  is  the  question  raised  by  the  motion.  But 
the  House  is  placed  in  the  peculiar  position  of 
being  asked  to  reject  us  without  knowing  wbo- 
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aie  the  members  it  is  to  have  in  onr  plaees,  the 
men  of  supeiioi  fitness  opposed  to  us  who  are 
to  saoceed  us.  Oat  of  the  misoellaneons  as- 
sortment of  honourable  gentlemen,  ii  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  mercantile  expression,  who 
cluster  about  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei,  and  may  be  expected  to  vote  with 
him  on  this  division,  the  House  is  at  this 
moment  unaware  of  what  individuals  he  may 
choose  to  put  forward  as  His  Excellency's 
Advisers  and  the  object  of  the  confidence  of  we 
country.  One  honourable  member  only,  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell,  hsia  been 
named  as  likely  to  take  a  part  in  the  new 
Administration.  I  hope  he  may  prove  to  have 
!the  abilities  that  entitle  him  to  that  distinction : 
but  as  yet  they  are  not  known  to  the  country : 
he  may  possess  talent,  but  it  is  latent  talent, 
known,  I  dare  say,  to  the  honourable  member 
ior  Bangitikei,  but  as  yet  undisplayed  in  this 
House.  The  honourable  member,  however, 
undertakes  to  prove  the  insufficiency  of  our- 
selves in  the  present  most  momentous  crisis  in 
the  history  of  the  colony.  And,  if  I  am  to  un- 
derstand Uie  ^ord  "  insufficient"  in  its  absolute 
sense,  I,  for  my  own  part,  admit  it.  I  have 
always  felt  that  it  was  merely  relatively  that 
any  of  ns  could  be  said  to  be  fitted  to  advise 
the  Oovemor  of  this  colony ;  for  I  suppose  a 
more  difficult  charge  could  not  be  found  within 
the  wide  limits  of  the  British  Empire.  It  will, 
I  should  think,  be  admitted  that  the  Senate  of 
Oreat  Britain  itself  might  be  searched  in  vain 
for  men  of  whom  it  might  be  said  that  they  were 
absolutely  fitted  for  the  government  of  New 
Zealand.  Absolute  fitness,  then,  we  are  very  far 
from  pretending  to ;  but  relatively  we  thought 
In  1856  we  were  fitter  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei,  and  we  venture  to 
think  so  still.  If  the  country  thinks  otherwise, 
then  we  willingly  bow  to  its  decision.  The 
•question  of  our  merits  as  a  Ministry  certainly, 
as  has  been  said  by  my  honourable  colleague 
(Mr.  Weld),  cannot  be  settled  now — it  remains 
for  the  future.  There  has,  however,  already 
been  something  like  the  indication  of  an  opin- 
ion from  England  on  the  subject.  I  am  glad 
for  the  sake  of  the  colony,  and  proud  for  our 
own  sakes,  that  in  England  we  are  not  thought 
to  have  disgraced  New  Zealand.  I  trust  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  has  himself 
sufficient  of  the  feeling  of  a  colonist  to  be  glad 
that  it  is  so:  that  we — practically  the  first 
Besponsible  Ministry  of  this  country— are  not 
thought  to  have  disgraced  the  colonists  of  New 
Zeadand.  On  all  the  matters  which  the  honour- 
able member  selected  to  attack  us  on,  being 
all  matters  of  Imperial  concern,  it  is  difficult 
to  mete  out  with  any  degree  of  precision  or 
justice  the  due  meed  of  praise  or  blame  to  the 
Colonial  Ministry.  Our  powers  are,  aa  every 
competent  person  knows,  exceedingly  limited. 
We  nave  never  shown  ourselves  disposed  to 
shirk  any  responsibility  that  really  belongs  to 
ns,  but  we  cannot  and  will  not  accept  the 
responsibility  either  for  the  Native  policy  of 
New  Zealand,  or  for  the  military  conduct  of  the 
late  campaign.  These  are  two  things  which 
Itave  been  perseveringly  thrust  upon  us 
Ur.  C.  W.  Bichmmd 


throughout  this  debate,  and  these  we  must,  in. 
justice  to  ourselves,  to  you  who  have  trusted 
us,  and  to  the  colony  you  represent,  absolutely 
disclaim.  It  is  not  very  easy  for  any  one 
to  realize  the  exact  position  in  which  we  stand 
in  regard  to  Native  questions.  We  have  not 
the  conduct  of  Native  policy,  but  it  is  our 
business  to  advise  on  particular  questions  as 
they  arise,  and  we  are  responsible  for  our 
answer  to  each  particular  question,  butnot  for 
the  course  of  policy  which  has  perhaps  given 
rise  to  that  question.  It  is  very  difficmt  ui 
such  a  state  oi  things  to  apportion  the  praise 
and  blame  which  Mlongs  to  ns.  We  have, 
therefore,  in  this  House,  sometimes  taken 
blame  which  is  not  ours  for  difficulties  we 
have  struggled  to  keep  out  of.  It  is  not  true 
that  we  have  had  the  conduct  of  Native  policy 
since  we  held  office ;  so  far  from  it,  in  every 
important  particular  our  policy  has  not  been 
allowed  to  bear  its  natural  fruits.  All  honoor- 
able  members  of  this  House  are  perfectly  aware 
of  this,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  colony  I  again 
desire  to  record  it.  Moreover,  when  m  a  par- 
ticular question  we  differ,  as  we  sometimes  do, 
from  the  Oovemor,  we  are  all  in  a  peculiar 
position  if  we  oppose  him  beyond  a  certain 
point;  because  he  has  always  tU' power  to 
say,  "Well,  gentlemen,  I  take  your  course; 
but  you  will  take  the  responsibility — your 
blood  be  upon  your  own  beads."  He  may 
throw  the  thing  out  of  his  hands  in  that  way, 
though  he  never  has  done  so.  I  am  thinking 
particularly  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fenton  from 
the  Waikato.  When  representations  were 
made  by  the  leading  chiefs  that  the  peace  of 
the  country  would  be  endangered  if  he  were 
retained.  Ministers  would  have  been  in  a  pecu- 
liar position  if  they  had  continued  their  opposi- 
tion oeyond  a  certain  point.  I  mention  tiiese 
things  that  the  candid  minds  in  the  House  may 
recognize  the  real  position  of  the  colonial 
Ministers  with  reference  to  tSe  particular  class 
of  affairs  on  which  we  have  been  attacked.  I 
now  come  to  the  particular  accusations  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  first  accusation  was  that  we  did 
not  take  care,  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Council  at  which  it  was  de- 
termined to  protect  the  survey  of  Waitara  by  a 
military  force,  to  warn  the  Oovemor  that,  if 
he  went  to  war  with  the  Natives,  it  should  be 
at  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Qovemment.  My 
first  answer  is  that  at  the  time  we  never  con- 
templated war,  nor  did  the  Governor,  nor  any 
one  in  the  colony ;  nor  was  there  any  reason- 
able expectation  that  the  steps  then  taken 
would  lead  to  war.  It  arose,  I  think,  out  of 
subsequent  miscarriages  for  which  we  cannot 
be  held  responsible.  I  merely  premise  that ; 
but  our  real  answer  is  that  our  whole  course  in 
these  matters  has  been  on'e  continual  declara- 
tion that  the  Imperial  Government,  keeping 
charge  as  it  did  of  Native  affairs,  was  liable  for 
the  issues  of  Native  policy.  That  has  been  our 
great  ground  for  resisting  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei  in  his  repeated  attempts  to 
get  possession  of  the  whole  management  of  .the 
Natives.    We  regard  the  memorandum  of  185ft 
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M  file  safety  of  the  colony,  for  we  see  that  we 
might  planBibly  he  saddled  with  these  enor- 
moQS  expenses  if  we  had  taken  the  advioe  of 
that  hononiable  memher  and  attempted  to 
take  possession  of  the  entire  condact  of^  Natire 
•flairs.  The  proofs  of  this  opinion  ate  spread 
all  over  our  Blue  Books ;  it  u  the  key  to  the 
pootion  we  have  assumed  in  reference  to 
Kative  affairs.  Therefore  it  is  absord  for  the 
hononrable  member  for  Bangitikei  to  make  snch 
a  charge — though  I  do  not  uunk  he  is  very  ear- 
nest in  thi^  ohjeotion — as  his  coarse  and  oars  in 
that  matter  are  so  remarkably  contrasted.  The 
position  he  woald  have  assnmed  wonld  be  the 
one  sorely  to  involve  as  in  the  liability  which 
he  charges  ns  with  having  bron^t  on  the 
colony.  Oat  of  many  instances  I  might  adduce 
I  will  refer  to  one — the  memorandom  of  the 
2nd  September,  1856.  The  whole  of  the  begin- 
ning M  that  memorandnm  is  taken  np  in 
pointing  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  considerable  military  and  naveJ 
force  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the 
maintenance  of  Her  Majesty's  authority  in  this 
colony.    It  then  goes  on, — 

"  Having  regard  to  the  circnmstanoee  and 
necessities  of  the  colony,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  the  maintenance  of  a  military  and  naval 
force  by  the  Imperial  Qovemment  is  for  the 
present  indispensable,  and  the  Qovemment 
of  the  colony  must  be  settled  upon  that 
basis.  The  question  is,  then,  what  amount 
of  control  in  Native  affairs  is  Her  Majesty's 
Imperial  Qovemment  willing  that  the  co- 
lonists of  New  Zealand  should,  daring  ttie 
existing  state  of  things,  be  intrusted  with. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  most  be  admitted  that 
the  Imperial  Qovemment  has  a  large  di- 
rect interest  in  the  preservation  of  peaceable 
relations  with  the  aborigines ;  but,  on  the 
other,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  colonists  ae 
a  body  have  a  far  greater  interest  in  the  same 
object;  Not  only  their  i>roperty  but  their  lives 
are  at  stake.  The  obvious  interests  of  both 
are  identical.  The  Governor's  Besponsible  Ad- 
visers see  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  advan- 
tage whatever,  either  to  European  or  Native 
inhabitants  of  the  colony,  or  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  could  possibly  result  from  witii- 
drawing  altogether  the  administration  of  Native 
affairs  from  those  most  interested  in  their 
peaceful  and  successful  management.  On  the 
contrary,  they  see  equal  evils  to  both  races  as 
likely  to  follow  such  a  policy ;  but  at  the  same 
time  they  feel  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
object  to  the  exercise  on  the  part  of  the  Im- 
perial Government  of  a  potent  voice  and  per- 
manent authority  in  the  direction  of  those 
a&ai^.  After  a  careful  consideration,  there- 
fore, of  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  your 
Excellency's  Advisers  are  not  able  to  suggrat  a 
better  arrangement  than  that  which  has  now 
been  concluded — namely,  the  arrangement  of 
April,  1856.  To  them  it  appears  to  give  the 
colonists  those  powers  which  for  the  good 
government  of  the  colony  it  is  essential  they 
should  possess,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure 
to  the  ImperiaJ  Government  that  control  which 
the  maintenance  for   the   protection  of   the 


oomitry  of  oonsideiable  military   and   navat 
forces  reasonably  entitles  them  to  exercise." 

That,  then,  Sir,  is  really  our  answer  to  this 
charge — namely,  that  the  whole  course  of  oar 
policy  has  been  one  continual  declaration  that- 
the  Imperiihl  Qovemment  only  was  liable  for 
the  issues  of  Native  policy  in  peace  or  war. 
But  when  I  was  called  on  at  Taranaki  by  the 
Govemor  to  give  a  particular  pledge  for  the 
repayment  of  advances  made  nom  the  Oom- 
missariat  chest  for  payment  of  Militia,  I  then 
still  more  distinctly  stated  the  same  doctrine,, 
before  a  single  penny  was  advanced,  and  before, 
as  the  ColoniEd  Secretary  has  said,  a  single 
shot  was  fired  or  the  troops  were  ever  moved  to- 
the  Waitara.    This  is  what  I  wrote : — 

"  It  appears  from  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor's memorandum  of  the  2nd  instant  that 
the  enrolment  of  so  many  of  the  Militia  and 
Volunteers  as  can  be  properly  armed  has,  in 
His  Excellency's  opinion,  become  necessary 
for  the  assertion  of^  Her  Majesty's  authori^ 
against  the  armed  resistance  of  certain  atxm- 
ginal  natives  headed  by  William  King  of  Wai- 
tara. 

"  At  the  same  time  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is- 
verbally  informed  that  His  Excellency  cannot 
request  the  issue  by  Her  Majesty's  Conunis- 
sariat  and  Pay  Departments  of  pay,  allow- 
ances, and  rations  for  these  troops,  except  upon 
the  understanding  that  the  necessary  disburse- 
ments for  that  purpose  shall  be  recoverable 
from  the  colonial  chest. 

"  Such  being  the  views  and  determination  of 
His  Excellency  as  an  officer  of  Her  Majesty's 
Imperial  Government,  the  Colonial  Treasarer 
feels  that  he  has  at  the  present  juncture  no- 
alternative  but  to  acquiesce  in  His  Excellency's 
giving,  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  the  proposed 
undertaking  to  reimburse  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment. 

"  The  Colonial  Treasurer  observes,  hoynntlty 
first,  that  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  are  called 
upon  to  take  the  field  in  obedience  to  Hia 
Excellency's  summons  for  the  sux>pression  of 
rebellion  on  the  part  of  aboriginid  natives. 

"  Secondly,  that  the  sole  direction  of  the 
policy  of  the  Colonial  Government  in  its  rela- 
tions vrith  the  Natives,  and  the  consequent 
responsibility  for  the  issue  of  that  policy  in 
warlike  operations,  confessedly  rest  with  His 
Excellency,  acting  under  the  directions  of  Her 
Majes^'s  Secretary  of  State ;  the  colony  of 
New  Zealand  being  for  this  purpose  a  Crown 
colony  as  completely  as  before  the  establish- 
ment of  Ministerial  (Jovemment." 

That  is  the  great  position  which  we  have 
always  laboured  to  mamtain. 

Mr.  FOX.— What  is  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— It  is  dated  the  8rd 
of  March,  1860.  The  first  shot  was  fired  at 
Waitara  on  the  17th  March,  and  the  troops  did 
not  move  till  after  that  was  signed. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Not  till  twelve  days 
after. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND.— But  even  that 
limited  pledge,  given  under  a  species  of  pres- 
sure, has  been,  as  the  House  knows,  withdrawn, 
and  the  matter  now  rests  on    its  true   and' 
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natotal  basis,  Of  equity  between  the  colony 
and  the  Mother-country,  on  which  alone  we 
can  safeljr  place  it.  When  we  say  this  war  is 
an  Imperial  war,  we  have  stated  what  we  mean 
by  it — we  do  not  mean  that  it  is  not  peculiarly 
onr  aSair.  I  will  never  be  a  party  to  assuming 
that  attitude  towards  the  Imperial  Oovem- 
ment  which  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  seems  to  contemplate,  and  which  would 
lead  to  great  risks  to  the  country  it-  that 
honourable  member  should  cany  into  office 
the  principles  which  he  has  asserted  in  oppo- 
sition. In  his  speech  he  objects  that  we  did 
not,  as  it  were,  defy  the  Governor,  hold  up  the 
finger,  and  say,  "  Sir,  whatever  you  do,  do  it  at 
your  ovm  peril."  That  is  the  essential  spirit 
of  the  course  which  the  honourable  member 
suggested,  and  I  appeal  to  almost'  every  speech 
on  this  subject  wmch  he  made  last  session. 
Sir,  it  is  difGcult  enough  to  adjust  the  relations 
between  the  Mother-country  and  the  colony 
under  existing  circumstances;  but  that  diffi- 
culty will  very  quickly,  under  the  honourable 
member's  auspices,  become  an  impossibility. 
I  do  not  exactly  understand  whether  he  oon- 
'  aiders  that  we  ought  to  have  tendered  no  ad- 
vice on  this  important  subject,  but  I  know  that 
that  is  the  reiterated  opinion  of  some  honour- 
able members  sitting  opposite  to  us — of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Mr.  Williamson)  in  particular,  who  baa  re- 
peatedly declared  that  it  was  too  important  a 
subject  for  us  to  advise  upon.  The  honourable 
member  has  got  his  knowledge  of  official  busi- 
ness in  a  bad  school.  He  studied  in  a  school 
of  what  is  described  in  cant  phrase  as  "old 
officialism."  X  do  not  like  that  phrase,  but  it 
is  current  amongst  us.  The  gentlemen  who 
held  permanent  office  then  were  the  mere  ser- 
vants of  a  master  who  was  often  absent.  I 
am  not  speaking  of  the  late  Civil  Secretary  at 
Wellington,  but  of  those  very  worthy  gentlemen 
— two  of  whom,  to  the  regret  of  the  country, 
are  no  more  —  who  bore  office  at  Auckland. 
The  official  correspondence  of  these  gentlemen 
did  very  naturally  show  a  good  deal  of  contri- 
vance "how  not  to  do  it;"  a  good  deal  of 
desire  to  shuffle  off,  and  to  avoid  giving  an- 
swers, and  committing  themselves.  That  is 
not  a  position  which  any  Responsible  Ministry 
oould  take  up.  It  is  not  the  position  which 
the  House  expected  us  to  take  when,  in  1856, 
it  placed  its  confidence  in  us.  There  was  but 
a  limited  measure  of  influence  accorded  to  us 
in  those  arrangements  of  1856 ;  and  the  House, 
which,  as  a  whole,  was  discontented  with  tidat 
limited  measure,  at  least  expected  us  to  use 
the  whole  length  of  our  tether,  and  to  employ 
whatever  influence  was  accorded  us.  Moreover, 
in  accepting  the  office  of  Executive  Council- 
lors, we  accepted  the  solemn  duty  of  advising 
the  Governor  on  any  question  he  might  put  to 
us.  Here  is  the  oath  of  office :  "  I  do  hereby 
solemnly  swear  and  declare  that  I  will,  in  my 
office  of  Executive  Councillor,  to  the  best  of  my 
wit  and  ability,  impartially  advise  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  all  matters  brought 
before  the  Executive  Council  of  Hew  Zealand." 
In  all  matters  brought  before  the  Kxecutive 
Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond 


Council  of  New  Zealand  we  were  bound  to  give 
advice,  and  we  oould  give  none  but  what  we 
considered  right.  I  have  seen  occasions  when 
I  oould  extremely  easily  have  evaded  responsi- 
bility by  putting  a  minute  on  the  paper  in  a 
contrary  sense  to  what  I  thought  the  ri^it 
sense ;  when,  if  we  had  desired  evasion,  we 
might  have  left  His  Excellency  tmsupported; 
when  we  might  have  acted  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  does  when  it  is  incon- 
venient to  vote,  and  he  takes  refuge  in  that 
little  room.  But  no  evasions  are  possible  to  us 
as  Executive  Councillors ;  and  I  am  glad  that, 
as  Englishmen  and  gentlemen,  as  colonists  of 
New  Zealand  and  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  we 
never  availed  ourselves  of  those  dirty  possibili- 
ties of  evading  a  responsibility  which  evenia 
had  fairly  cast  upon  us.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber has  said  that  the  efEeot  of  our  conduct  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  the  money  matter,  hu 
been  that  this  is  called  a  settlers'  war  in  the 
Mother-country ;  but  I  think  we  need  not  sedc 
very  far  for  the  reason  why  it  is  called  a  settlers' 
war.  No  man  in  the  country,  according  to  his 
power  and  ability,  has  been  more  forward  in 
doing  what  has  led  to  its  being  so  called  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.  I  say, 
"  according  to  his  power  and  ability,"  for  1 
know  he  has  only  played  an  inferior  part  in 
this  matter.  He  has  only  been  jackal  to  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand's  lion.  Just  in  the 
same  way  he  used  to  trot  after  the  late  mem- 
ber for  the  Town  of  Christchurch  in  the  sea- 
sion  of  1860 ;  but,  as  far  as  his  abilities  reach, 
and  they  are  not  small  or  contemptible,  espe- 
cially for  mischief — he  has  done  ^  he  could 
to  represent  this  as  a  settlers'  war.  I  have  not 
bothered  myself  to  look  particularly  into  these 
matters,  nor  to  hunt  up  the  materials  for  a 
string  of  accusations  against  him,  but  I  have 
taken  at  haphazard  out  of  a  bundle  of  pam- 

5hlet8  one  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Colonial 
ntelligencer,  the  organ  of  the  Aborigines'  Pro- 
tection Society  in  London.  The  honourable 
members  for  Bangitikei  and  Wellington  (Dr. 
Featherston),  and  Mr.  Forssuth  are  the  lumi- 
naries from  whom  these  gentlemen  have  drawn 
their  main  conclusions  against  the  oolonists; 
and  here  is  one  of  the  most  mischievous  pas- 
sages, which  I  will  read,  and  which  will  show 
you  the  kind  of  part  which  the  honoorable 
member  has  been  playing.  For,  though  it  is 
well  known  to  us,  yet  there  are  many  through- 
out the  colony  who  do  not  appreciate  the 
honoural>le  member  for  Bangitikei  as  they 
ought ;  but  I  think  they  will  when  they  know 
him  OB  well  as  some  others  do.  The  pamphlet 
says, — 

"  But  there  ia  too  much  reason  to  believe 
that  the  purchase  of  the  coveted  block  at  Wu- 
tara  was  pre-determined  without  reference  to 
the  actual  validity  or  otherwise  of  Te  Teira's 
title." 

Mr.  FOX. — What  is  the  honourable  member 
reading  from  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND.— That  is  the  Colo- 
nial Intelligencfr.  I  will  tell  the  honourable 
member  when  I  come  to  him. 

"The  colonists  were  confined  within  a 
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Bazxow  ana  at  Taranaki.  They  had  long  been 
elamoiDOS  for  more  land ;  and  because  the 
Matives  were  indisiiosed  to  sell  (as  they  had  a 
light  to  be,  seeing  that  the  land  was  their  own, 
and  they  were  able  to  appreciate  its  value), 
they  have  called  upon  the  Governor  " — now  I 
am  coming  to  the  honourable  member — "to 
compel  the  Natives  to  sever  their  tribal  tenan- 
cies, to  lead  to  a  sale  of  their  land — a  proposal 
which  Governor  Browne  at  that  time  very  pro- 
perly rejected.  The  proposal" — says  Mr.  Fox 
— "  is  of  consequence,  as  indicating  the  strength 
of  the  desire  felt  to  obtain  the  waste  lands  at 
Taranaki ;  and  what  gives  it  peculiar  import- 
ance is  this  fact:  that  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Taranaki  in  the  General  Assembly  fiUs 
the  office  of  Native  Minister,  and  has  been  for 
nearly  five  years  one  of  the  Governor's  Respon- 
sible Advisers." 

The  pamphleteer  goes  on  to  say, — 
"  This  significant  fact  may,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, account  for  the  change  which  must  have 
taken  place  in  the  Governor's  opinions,  and 
also  for  the  readiness  with  which  his  Cabinet, 
-Altiiongh  not  previously  responsible  for  his 
Kative  policy,  adopted  his  acts,  and  agreed,  if 
neeessaiy,  to  employ  military  force." 

Now,  I  would  only  just  point  this  out  to  the 
Hoose — I  am  not  now  gomg  to  deal  with  the 
personal  calumny  implied  in  this  statement : 
4hat  such  statements  made  respecting  one  of 
'the  Responsible  Ministers  possessing  the  confi- 
dence of,  and  placed  in  office  by,  this  House,  is 
zeaUy  a  statement  involving  in  its  consequences 
the  Colonial  Government  and  the  whole  Colony 
of  New  Zealsmd.  It  is  of  no  use  his  saying,  as 
he  takes  on  him  to  do  in  his  pamphlet,  "  we 
ookmists  "  think  this,  and  "  we  colonists  "  think 
tiiat,  uid  "  we  colonists  "  wash  our  hands  of  the 
whole  thing,  when  he  leads  them  to  believe  in 
England  that  the  Colonial  Government  has  been 
gimty  of  an  act  of  gross  injustice  for  the  sake  of 
acquinngaUttleadditionsJ  territory.  These  are 
the  authors  of  that  statement  which  may  here- 
after embarrass  us,  and  saddle  us  with  greater 
oosts  of  war  than  we  otherwise  should  have  to 
My.  But  the  real  gist  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's accusation  is,  however,  not  that  we  gave 
advice,  but  it  is  the  nature  of  the  advice  which 
we  gave  the  Governor  on  being  invited  by  him 
to  speak  ;  and  there  is  a  misapprehension  as  to 
tilts,  which  has  been  fostered  by  those  whose 
interest  it  is  to  misrepresent  the  conduct  of 
Hinisters.  It  has  of  ten  been  put — and  a  minute 
of  the  Executive  Council  gives  a  colour  to  it — as 
if  we  had  suggested  the  use  of  military  force,  as 
if  the  Governor  had  said,  "  Here  is  this  pur- 
chase to  be  completed :  what  shall  I  do? "  and 
we  had  answered,  "Oh I  send  down  troops  im- 
mediately." But  that  was  difieront  from  the 
real  transaction:  we  did  not  suggest  or  men- 
tion to  the  Governor  the  employment  of  mili- 
tary force.  The  Gk>vemor  had,  on  a  previous 
occasion,  before  he  went  down  to  Nelson, 
laid  the  matter  before  the  Executive  Council 
in  a  memorandum  relating  to  the  employment 
of  military  force,  but,  by  some  mistake,  that 
was  not  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Council, 
■M  His  Ezoellency  had  intended  and  directed 


that  it  should  be.  I  have  m«itioned  it  to  His 
Excellency,  and  he  recollected  it  at  once.  I 
can  only  suppose  that  it  was  omitted  through 
some  error  of  the  clerk.  The  Governor  came 
down  to  us  and  proposed  to  do  what  he  after- 
wards did,  and  said,  "  Gentlemen,  do  you  ap- 
prove or  do  you  not  approve?  "  and,  approving, 
we  said  we  did.  Then  the  honourable  membw 
says,  "  After  all,  you  gave  rash  advice,  you  blun- 
dered into  this  war."  Now,  whatever  we  did, 
we  did  nothing  rashly  in  the  matter.  Opinions 
may  differ  els  to  the  prudence  of  our  coarse,  bat 
there  was  no  rashness  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  term.  The  answer  we  gave  was  in  accord- 
ance with  principles  previously  avowed,  and 
which  we  were  known  to  hold.  As  regards  His 
Excellency's  own  part  in  the  matter,  on  refer- 
ring to  papers  of  last  session  it  will  be  seen  that 
W.  K.ing'8  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  the  land 
being  offered  was  so  defiant  as  to  have  rendered 
it,  in  His  Excellency's  opinion,  probable  from 
the  first  that,  in  the  event  of  Taylor's  title  being 
established.  King  would  have  to  be  made  to 
give  way  by  a  demonstration  of  force.  That 
the  Governor  arrived  at  that  conclusion  is 
shown  by  his  despatch  of  29th  March,  1859,  in 
which  he  thus  etddresses  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
After  detailing  the  circumstances  attending 
Taylor's  offer,  the  Governor  writes, — 

"  Since  then  progress  has  been  made  in  ascer- 
taining Teira's  right  to  dispose  of  the  land  (of 
which  there  seems  to  be  Uttle  doubt) ;  and,  if 
proved,  the  purchase  will  be  completed.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  it  will  probably  lead  to  the 
acquisition  of  all  the  land  south  of  the  Waitara 
River,  which  is  essentially  necessary  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  province,  as  well  as  for  the 
use  of  the  settlers.  It  is  also  most  important 
to  vindicate  our  right  to  purchase  from  those 
who  have  both  the  right  and  the  desire  to  sell. 
The  right  to  sell  luid  belonging  to  themselves 
without  any  interference  on  u^e  part  of  the 
chiefs  (not  having  a  claim  to  share  in  it)  js 
fully  admitted  by  Maori  owtom :  any  recog- 
nition of  such  a  power  as  that  assumed  by  W. 
King  woqld  therefore  be  unjust  to  both  races, 
because  it  would  be  the  means  of  keeping 
millions  of  acres  of  waste  land  out  of  cultiva- 
tion. X  have,  however,  Uttle  fear  that  W.  King 
will  venture  to  maintain  his  assumed  right; 
but  have  made  every  preparation  to  enforce 
obedience  should  he  presume  to  do  so.  Copies 
of  the  instructions  I  have  given  to  both  the 
civil  and  military  authorities  are  herewith  en- 
closed." 

Then  come  instructions  signed  by  the  Private 
Secretary,  of  which,  as  of  the  despatch,  I  was  un- 
aware till  long  after — not,  in  fact,  till  we  received 
the  Duke's  reply  to  the  despatch,  dated  aOth 
August,  1859,  in  which  His  Grace  ejcpresses  his 
satisfaction  at  the  tenor  of  the  Governor's  re- 
port, and  his  approval  of  the  measures  adopted 
by  His  Excellency  upon  the  occasion  of  Teira's 
offer.  It  was  not  till  a  considerable  time  after 
that  approval  hod  been  received  from  the  Dnke 
of  Newcastle  that  any  step  was  taken  at  all  in 
the  matter.  It  appears  from  what  I  have  read 
that  the  Governor  himself  contemplated  the 
possible  necessity  for  a  resort  to  force  from  the 
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ftegim^ng — at  which  I  do  not  wonder,  oonsidei- 
fng  the  contumacious  conduct  of  the  chief  in 
qneetion;  but  we  ourselves  took  no  action  what- 
ever till  after  we  received  a  reply  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  giving  his  approval  to  the 
steps  meditated  in  the  event  of  King's  eventual 
contumacy.  Supposing  the  same  question 
"Which  was  put  to  us  had  been  asked  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei,  he  has  not 
told  na  what  he  would  have  done — except  the 
warning  he  would  have  given  to  the  Imperial 
Oovemment ;  he  has  never  said  that  he  would 
have  dissuaded  the  Qovemor  from  any  attempt 
to  overawe  William  King.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  in  my  mind  that  he  would.  I 
can  only  say,  for  my  own  part,  that  if  the  thing 
should  happen  over  agam,  the  part  I  should 
take  would  be  exactly  the  same.  We  have  now, 
by  the  latest  mail  from  England,  the  advantage 
of  knowing  what  the  statesmen  of  England, 
who  are  ultimately  responsible  in  this  matter, 
think  of  it,  and  what  the  House  of  Commons 
thinks  of  it.  It  has  there  been  ventilated  to  an 
extent  that  no  New  Zealand  question  ever  was 
before,  not  even  excepting  the  matters  debated 
in  184S,  when  the  information  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Home  Oovemment  did  not  approach  in 
minuteness  the  information  now  at  its  disposal ; 
nor  had  the  question  been  argued  in  the  colony 
pro  and  con.  as  this  has  been.  I  will  read  a 
lew  words  from  Mr.  Fortesone'a  speech  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  showing  what  he  thought 
on  the  particular  issue  presented  to  ourselves 
to  decide : — 

"But  for  the  Maori  King  league,  William 
King  would  never  have  ventured  to  treat  the 
Oovemor  with  defiance ;  and  it  was  equally 
certain  that,  such  a  league  existing,  a  contest 
mast,  sooner  or  later,  have  taken  place  between 
the  Governor  and  the  Natives  who  supported 
it.  The  claims  put  forward  by  William  King 
and  his  supporters  were  so  extravagant  that 
they  Were  utterly  repudiated  by  many  of  the 
chiefs :  they  amounted  simply  to  an  assertion, 
against  the  Crown,  and  against  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  themselves,  of  the  counter-rights 
of  the  so-called  Maori  King.  It  was  as  much 
in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  as  of  the  colo- 
nists that  the  New  Zealand  Government  re- 
sisted this  movement;  because  nothing  could 
be  more  fatal  to  the  interests  of  the  colony 
than  that  it  should  be  kept  in  a  state  of  dis- 
tarbonoe  by  the  vain  attempt  to  assert  a 
national  sovereignty." 

But  perhaps  the  honourable  member  for 
Bongitikei  will  gay  that  he  would  have  yielded 
to  the  extravagant  claims  of  William  King,  and 
advised  the  Governor  to  draw  in  his  horns. 
Mr.  Lowe's  opinion  is  equally  explicit.  He 
•ays,— 

"  Under  these  oiroomstances,  it  is  contended 
that  this  man's  (W.  Kingi's)  right  is  clear  and 
manifest ;  that  he  has  the  undoubted  right 
of  veto,  which  right  a  great  many  say  never 
existed  in  any  one;  wat  he  was  therefore 
entitled  to  stop  the  sale ;  that,  consequently, 
we  are  withholding  his  right  tcova.  him,  and 
that  this  caused  the  war.  Now,  it  was  quite 
clear,  even  if  he  had  the  right,  that  he  pnt 
ilr.  C.  W.  Richmond 


himself  in  the  wrong,  beeoase  he  oo^tt  to  Imm 
appealed  to  some  umpire  as  arbitr«tQC  to  de- 
cide between  him  and  the  QoTwrnmnTit.  It 
seems  to  me  clear  that  he  had  not  the  ri^it  of 
vetoing  the  sole  of  lan«  whibh  tiie  proprietta 
were  willing  to  port  jrltil;  and,  even  if  me  Ukd, 
I  think  it  is  a  right  which  th)k  GovemmaBt 
ought  not  to  recognise,'  a*  not  being  consistent 
with  the  Queen's  sovereignty  in  these  "'^"^'j 
when  the  Oovemment  had  the  right  at  pae- 
emption  of  these  lands.  Further  "—-he  Roeeaa 
to  say — "  I  can  iTn^ginn  nothing  so  impolitio  as 
the  cJlowonce  of  such  a  right." 

It  is  tme  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  carried,  as  the  hcDoacable  mem- 
ber may  tell  us,  in  a  thin  House;  bnt  thotis  oU 
the  more  proof  of  the  utter  impotence  of  Ae 
Opposition  in  England.    The  number  that  voted 
for  the  amendment — ^twenbr-f our — wae  evidenth' 
the  utmost  that  the  agitation,  oleiioal,  politiral, 
and  factious,  was  able  to  get  up  in  the  Mothec- 
country  on  the  subject ;  thou^  they  certainly 
have  not  been  nice  as  to  the  nhaimctw  of  the 
weapons  of  oflence  which  they  have  adopted 
against  us,  and  have  been  most  active  in  tbe 
use  of  those  weapons.    Evidently,  though  the 
majority  was  only  fourteen,  the  Govenunest 
had  only  to  go  and  get  as  monv  as  they  liked ; 
so  utterly  did  this  attempt  fail  in  Sngload  to 
impeoioh  the  justice  of -the  oouiae  token  by  tlie 
Colonial  Government.    Bat  this  Honse  is  nam 
asked,  insidiously — and  I  am  extremely  eony 
that  circumstances  and  the  port  we  have  tabn 
in  other  affairs  should  render  tiiis  poeoiMe 
by  its  small  voice,  seemingly  to  levetse  tfae 
great  verdict  of  approval  given  by  the  Britidi 
House  of  Commons,  of  tiie  hononroble  oad 
honest  conduct  of  His  Excellency  Ooremor 
Gore  Browne.     Mind,  I  mys^  do  not  take 
this  vote  OS  meaning  anything  of  the  kind.    I 
know  it  does  not  mean  anything  of  the  kind. 
But  it  is  capable  of  being  so  repiesraited  aod 
understood.    But  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  will  tell  me  that  it  is  all  exceedingly 
well  for  high  and  mighty  persons — dukes,  secce- 
taries,  and  members  of  the  House  of  Ccmmona— 
who,  as  he  says,  are  safe  at  a  distance,  to  lune 
expressed  such  an  opinion  on  these  matters; 
but  that  we  who  are  trembling  under  the  toma- 
hawk would  rather  pay  for  our  water  like  the 
Cr  Scotsman  on  D'Urville  Island,  that  the 
lourable  member  for  Christohuroh  brought 
before  us  so  graphically  the  other  night.     It  is 
of  no  use  to  talx  to  some  people  of  duty,  and 
still  more  useless  to  talk  to  them,  of  hononi. 
It  is  not  much  use  even  to  talk  to  them  of  their 
ulterior   interests :    unless  yon  can  speak  to 
them  of  their  present  and  immediate  interests, 
you  do  not  produce  much  impression  on  theoi. 
But  there  is  one  thing  they  understand  exceed- 
ingly well,  and  that  is  danger.    Danger  tiiey 
understand,  and  of  danger  I  will  speak  to  them. 
There  was  danger  to  be  avoided  in  Taranoki, 
for,  throughout  Maori  affairs,  wherever  there  is 
a  Soylla  there  is  a  Oharybdis.    We  have  had  to 
steer  a  perilons  coarse  between  two  HitngM* 
The  actual  dangers  of  New  Plymonth   were 
very  great  indeed.   Its  situation  vras  a  perpetual 
source  of  solicitude  to  us,  and  never  a  moil 
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eame  from  Taran&ki  bnt  I  had  reason  to  fear 
it  m%ht  bring  some  disastrons  news.    Things 
were  getting  worse  up  to  1858.    The  Governor 
•oately  felt  the  disgrace  of  sach  a  state  of 
tiiingB,  and  became  more  and  more  persnaded 
tint  tiie  peace  and  security  of  the  place  de- 
pended on  the  establishment  of  British   law 
thzooghoat  the  district.     His  interference  was 
not  a  gratuitous  interference,  as  has  been  re- 
presented.   In  1858  the  House  was  a  good  deal 
occupied  with  the  state  of  New  Plymouth,  and 
the  Government  felt  itself  pressed  extremely 
hard  by  the  statements  made  by  the  members 
for  New  Plymouth  of  the  very  disgraceful  and 
dangerous  state  of  things  then  prevailing  in 
that  |»oTince.    The  Governor  had,  up  to  that 
time,  rigidly  adhered  to  Governor  Wynyard's 
polloy  of  non-intervention.    I  do  not  think  that 
ffis  Excellency  ever  liked  that  policy,  and  our 
experience  in  1858  proved,  I  think,  that  its 
maintenance  was  impossible.    Still,  there  was 
»  great  difficulty  in  making  any  change.    It  was 
difficult  to  choose  a  moment  at  which  to  termi- 
nate tiiat  policy.    The  Governor  had  to  wait 
for  a  lull  in  the  Native  feuds ;  and  such,  at  last, 
about  the  beginning  of  1859,  seemed  to  have 
ocenrred.     His  Excellency  several  times  spoke 
to  his  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  affairs  at  New 
nymouth — ^not  about  procuring  land,  but  about 
establishing — or  proclaiming,  as  His  Excellency 
used  to  say — British  law  there.     But  it  was 
tX^ntja  objected  that  to  proclaim  British  law 
vfithin  any  particular  district  would  be  to  give 
up  the  idea  that  British  law  prevails  all  over 
New  Zealand.    At  length,  early  in  1859,  when 
Qie  Qovamor  was  going  to  make  the  round  of 
the  settlements,  he  brought  this  subject  before 
the  Executive  Council.    Virtually  the  question 
was,  whether  Acting-Governor  Wynyard's  policy 
was  to  be  continued — whether  we  were  to  allow 
the  Natives  to  shoot  each  other  in  our  high 
roads  and  fields,  and  from  behind  our  hedges — 
{or  that  was  what  it  had  come  to — or  whether 
we  should  take  advantage  of  the  lull  in  the  feud 
which  left  a  possibility  of  putting  an  end  to 
that  policy.    I  may  remind  you  that  that  policy 
was  never  looked  upon  with  favour  by  this 
House.    The  feeling  of  the  House  is  sufficiently 
indicated  by  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Go- 
▼enior's  opening  Speech  in  1855.    It  might,  per- 
haps, have  been  better  if  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  stepped  in  at  an  earlier  period  of 
these   fends;  but  Governor  Browne  could  not 
have  done  it  sooner.    His  difficulty  was,  when 
to  begin  a  new  system  ;  for  His  Excellency  had 
made  up  his  mind  absolutely  to  put  an  end  to 
such  disgraceful  proceedings  as  had  made  that 
province  a  heU  upon  earth.    At  the  Council  to 
which  I  refer  we  were  unanimous  in  approval 
of  the  Governor's  making  a  public  declaration 
at  Tanmaki  that  henceforward  he  would  take 
cognizance  of   quarrels  between'  Native   and 
Native  in  that  district.    That  was  the  whole 
of  what  passed  between  the  Ckjvemment  and 
Ifinisters  before  he  went  to  Taranaki  and  met 
the  assembled  Natives  at  the  now  celebrated 
meeting  of  March,  1859.    No  word  was  spoken 
•8  to  the  purchase  of  any  block ;  Governor  and 
JCinistera  had  simply  in  view  the  termination 
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of  feuds.  In  pursuance  of  what  was  so  deter- 
mined, the  Governor  made  the  declaration  with 
which  you  are  acquainted,  and  subjoined  a 
declaration  as  to  the  course  which  he  should 
pursue  ren}>ecting  the  purchase  of  land — on  the 
one  hand,  that  he  would  buy  no  land  with  a 
doubtful  title;  on  the  other,  that  ho  would  per- 
mit no  coercion  of  Natives  who  desired  to  sell 
what  was  their  own  property.  Immediately 
after  this  declaration  Teira  arose  and  made  the 
offer  of  the  Waitara  Block.  That,  then,  is  my 
answer  to  those  gentlemen  who  cannot  under- 
stand anything  but  the  avoidance  of  danger. 
The  attempt  to  settle  the  Native  feud,  which 
ultimately  led  to  the  war  at  Waitara,  was  made 
solely  with  the  view  of  averting  the  danger  and 
dishonour  of  the  state  of  things  that  then 
prevailed  in  Taranaki.  Then,  as  to  the  accu- 
sation of  rashness,  I  refer  to  the  Blue  Books 
for  evidence  of  the  conciliatory  policy  adopted 
before  the  first  shot  was  fired— the  long  delay 
and  the  frequent  messages ;  and  I  ask  honour- 
able members  whether,  in  the  teeth  of  facts,  they 
condemn  the  Government  for  any  rashness  in 
that  proceeding.  In  that  accusation,  as  in  too 
many  other  instances,  the  honourable  member 
adopts  the  language  of  the  insolent  Maori  rebels 
— the  language  of  the  Waipa  king-makers — as 
to  the  Governor's  haste  to  make  war :  and  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  man  who  so  thinks 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  has  so  libelled 
the  Government  of  this  country,  is  a  fit  man  to 
send  to  His  Excellency's  Council  Board  as  his 
Adviser;  whether  he  is  the  proper  person  to 
whom  to  intrust  the  affairs  of  this  colony  at 
the  present  momentous  crisis.  Then  the 
honourable  member  says  we  went  into  the  war 
unprepared.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  destroy- 
ing as  he  did  portion  after  portion  of  the 
honourable  member's  speech,  till  not  one  stone 
remained  upon  another  of  the  structure  he  hod 
built  up,  invited  him  to  say  how  he  himself 
could  have  prepared.  Would  he  have  sent 
heralds  all  over  the  colony  to  say  he  was  going 
to  war  1  Would  he  have  sent  the  fiery  cross 
over  the  country  to  inform  settlors  and  Natives 
of  what  he  intended?  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber meant  that  we  had  not  troops  enough, 
nor  a  sufficiently  strong  naval  force  for  a  gene- 
ral Maori  war,  I  quite  assent  to  it:  wo  had 
not  a  sufficient  military  and  naval  force  for  the 
proper  defence  of  the  country  and  the  main- 
tenance of  British  authority.  I  do  not  doiiy  it 
one  single  instant.  But  were  we  blameabic  for 
that  7  Again  I  appeal  to  our  action  throughout 
our  whole  course  of  office.  We  have  been  con- 
tinually dinning  into  the  ears  of  the  Imperial 
Government  that  they  must  maintain  an  effi- 
cient force  in  these  seas ;  and  the  Governor 
himself  has  almost — if  I  may  venture  to  say  it 
— transgressed  the  bounds  of  official  decorum 
in  the  urgency  with  which  he  has  addressed 
his  official  superiors  on  the  subject.  For  this 
neither  the  Governor  nor  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment can  be  taken  to  task.  In  that  compli- 
cated adjustment  of  praise  and  blame  of  which 
I  just  now  spoke  the  Imperial  Government 
must  take  its  share :  it  reduced  its  forces  to  a 
minimum  against  oni  advice.    But  not  for  that 
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woald  wc  allow  the  British  power  to  be  defied. 
Wc  know  it  was  but  a  matter  of  time,  ai  the 
event  bos  proved;  that  Great  Britain  would 
recognize  her  true  position  in  this  matter,  and 
in  the  meantime  it  was  not  our  business  to  act 
otherwise  than  if  the  Imperial  Qovemment 
had  done  its  duty.  We  did  our  duty,  and  left  it 
to  others  to  do  theirs.  But  if  the  honourable 
member  means  to  say  that  military  operations 
ax  Wftitara  were  undertaken  without  sufficient 
force,  I  disagree  with  him.  A  perfectly  adequate 
force  was  intrusted  to  the  omcer  who  had  the 
conduct  of  those  operations.  I  have  by  me  the 
iiiilitaiy  state,  showing  what  was  the  force 
nt  Colonel  Gold's  disposal.  The  operations  had 
bnon  proposed  to  be  undertaken  by  another 
olHci.T  with  one-half  that  force.  The  exact 
number  of  rank-and-file  at  the  disposal  of 
Colonel  Gold  on  the  8rd  March  was  1,067  men, 
including,  I  should  say,  upwards  of  500  Militia 
— but  those  Natives  who  have  met  the  New 
Zealand  Militia  have  not  been  in  a  hurry  to 
•licet  them  again,  or  ever  will  be.  A  portion, 
of  course,  must  be  deducted  for  non-efiectivos ; 
but  William  King  had  his  non-effectivcg  too, 
and  liis  whole  force  at  that  time  certainly  did 
not  exceed,  if  it  amounted  to,  300  men.  With- 
out including  the  Niger's  crew,  wc  were  three 
to  one.  I  rode  close  past  the  L  pa,  within  gun- 
shot, the  day  before  it  was  stormed.  I  am  no 
soldier,  but  I  think,  with  the  force  at  Colonel 
Gold's  disposal,  I  would  have  engaged  to  take 
it  myself.  It  was  a  place  you  could  ride  round, 
in  low  fern,  and  constructed  internally  so  as  to 
bo  a  complete  trap  for  its  brave  defenders.  A 
few  horsemen,  as  you  know,  charged  up  to  the 
pa  after  the  cannonade,  and,  had  the  breach 
been  a  little  wider,  might  have  leapt  their 
horses  in,  when  they  would  have  been  in  almost 
complete  safety,  for  the  trenches  were  so  con- 
structed that  few,  if  any,  of  tho  garrison  could 
possibly  havo  fired  at  them.  The  enterprise 
committed  to  Colonel  Gold  was  not  to  go  to 
war  with  the  Ngatiawa,  but  merely  to  hold 
military  possession  of  the  block,  and  to  destroy 
any  obstructions  erected  on  it ;  and  the  force 
given  him  for  that  was,  I  must  maintain,  suffi- 
cient to  have  crushed  in  the  beginning  this 
war,  which  has  now  cost  so  much,  and  is  likely 
to  cost  so  much  more.  The  statement  of  the 
Natives  themselves  about  it  is,  if  that  pa  had 
been  taken  they  should  have  given  up  durectly. 
I  abstain  any  further  from  reflections  on  the 
military  conduct  of  tho  war ;  I  enter  on  it 
now  no  further  than  is  necessary  to  refute  the 
charge  brought  against  us  that  our  force  was 
inadequate  for  the  enterprise  it  was  directed  to 
achieve.  It  was  vastly  more  than  adequate. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  delay  of 
the  Government  in  procuring  arms,  and  have 
been  told  by  an  honourable  member  that  we 
might  have  had  any  number  from  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies.  But  tho  Government  has  not 
been  able  to  get  them  from  any  of  those 
coloMios,  though  that  honourable  member  may 
bo  able  to  get  them,  having,  perhaps,  relations 
with  the  Australian  Governments  which  wo  have 
not.  We  have  had  six  hundred  from  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  have  applied  for  a  thousand  more 
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from  the  New  Sonth  Wales  Oovetnment,wlueli 
were  refused  by  Sir  W.Denison.  As  regards  tiia 
execution  of  our  English  orders,  a  gtievoas 
delay  has  taken  place,  which  the  oontractois 
account  for  by  the  extraordinary  pressure  caused 
by  the  Volunteer  movement  in  Kngland.  It  is 
no  fault  of  ours — we  have  been  instant  in  aeasoa 
and  out  of  season  to  get  these  arms ;  bat  the 
pressure  on  the  manufacturing  houses  for  the 
supply  of  this  great  demand  caused  by  the 
Volunteer  movement  is  the  chief  cause  of  the 
delay ;  in  which,  too,  the  Italian  war  has  had 
its  share,  for  the  Birmingham  gunsmiths  have 
had  an  order  for  30,000  to  execute  for  Sardinia ; 
and,  at  this  vast  distance  from  England,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  help  ourselves  in  the 
matter.  The  description  of  arms  with  which 
the  Militia  and  Voltmteers  are  now  armed  is 
flrst-rate.  Competent  judges  tell  me  they  ata 
vastly  superior  to  those  with- which  the  troops 
of  the  line  are  armed.  We  may  not  be  good 
men  of  business,  but  we  have  succeeded  in  this 
instance  in  getting  rifles  such  as  those  who 
carry  them  may  be,  and  are,  proud  of,  and  will, 
I  am  certain,  use  as  they  ought  if  the  lament- 
able necessity  arises.  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Wairarapa  told  the  House  that  we  had 
bought  no  arms  at  all ;  but  that  is  only  of  a 
piece  with  the  rest  of  the  honourable  member's 
statement. 

Mr.  FOX. — He  said  that  not  a  single  aim 
had  been  sent  into  the  Wairarapa  District. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— I  do  not  think  he 
confined  his  observations  to  that  district.  He 
said,  "  Why,  there  was  a  loan  of  £150,000  : 
could  not  they  have  bought  arms  out  of  that  ?" 
We  ordered  arms  before  the  loan  was  granted. 
Tho  £300,000  was  already  spent,  and  it  was  a 
mere  vote  to  meet  liabilities  already  incurred. 
I  stated  so  in  my  Financial  Statement  last 
year ;  but  some  honourable  members'  minds  are 
covered  with  a  shell  like  a  tortoise's,  perfectly 
impenetrable  to  either  fact  or  argument.  Then 
the  Militia :  The  honourable  member  thinks,  I 
suppose,  that  we  ought  to  have  prepared  for 
war  by  training  and  calling  out  the  Iklilitia  and 
Volunteers. 

Mr.  FOX. — I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND.— But  if  he  blames 
us  for  not  being  prepared,  he  must  think  that 
long  ago,  although  in  a  state  of  peace,  we  ought 
to  have  had  the  colonial  Militia  thoroughly 
drilled  and  trained,  and  in  as  effective  a  state 
as  I  am  sure  he  desires  to  see  it.  I  ask  any 
man  of  common -sense,  what  success  should 
we  have  had  in  such  an  enterprise,  with  such 
an  opposition  as  that  honourable  member  has 
offered  to  us  in  this  matter  ?  How  have  that 
honourable  member  and  his  party  acted  in  the 
present  crisis?  They  have  omitted  nothing 
which  might  disgust  tho  people  with  that  ne- 
cessary military  service.  How  would  they 
havo  acted  if,  in  anticipation  of  a  crisis  that 
might  never  come,  we  had  invited  the  colony 
to  prepare  itself  in  that  way  ?  I  have  a  letter 
of  the  honourable  member's — a  public  letter  ad- 
dressed to  a  Militia  officer  in  Wanganui  (Major 
Cooper),  with  whom  it  seems  that  the  honour^ 
able  member   has   had   nnpleasant   oontesta 
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prior  to  bringing  before  the  notice  of  the  House 
the  afiairs  which  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent for  the  edification  of  the  public.  Kow,  in 
what  terms  does  the  honourable  member  think 
it  patriotic  and  prudent  to  write  about  the 
Militia  law  ?  The  letter  is  dated  "  Btmgitikei, 
7th  January,  1861." 

Mr.  FOX  and  other  members. — Bead  the 
whole  of  it. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND.— I  shall  not  read 
the  whole  of  the  letter  —  although  it  is  alto-' 
gether  very  edifying — because  it  is  beside  the 
purpose  of  this  debate.  I  will,  however,  lay 
it  on  the  table,  and  any  one  who  wishes  to  read 
it  may.  I  merely  cite  it  to  show  the  attitude 
which  the  honourable  member  takes  about  the 
Militia  law. 

"Before  proceeding,"  he  writes,  "to  give 
you  the  information  you  request,  I  must  ex- 
prees  my  entire  dissent  from  the  position  you 
assume — that  the  complainant  in  this  matter  [a 
private  in  the  MiUtia]  was  in  any  way  bound 
to  make  his  complaint  to  yon  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Militia  service  is  not  one  voluntarily 
undertaken,  but  is  imposed  by  a  compulsory 
law,  of  a  very  hateful  and  arbitrary  nature ;  and 
those  who  are  obliged  to  serve  under  it  cer- 
tainly surrender  no  more  of  their  rights  as 
•civilians  than  the  law  forcibly  takes  away  from 
them." 

That  is  the  kind  of  language  in  which  at  the 
present  crisis  the  honourable  member  thinks 
fit  to  refer  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  FOX.— -Bead  the  rest  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND.— The  honourable 
member  can  read  it  himself  when  he  replies. 
I  merely  cite  it  to  show  the  proper  phraseology 
and  respectful  terms  in  which  the  honourable 
member  refers  at  this  crisis  to  the  Militia  law. 
[Mr.  Bichmond  then  laid  a  copy  of  the  letter 
on  the  table.]  We  all  know  the  definition  of 
excise  in  Johnson's  Dictionary,  which  I  came 
upon  the  other  day,  to  the  renewal  of  my  de- 
light in  it — "  a  hateful  tax  imposed  on  commo- 
dities, and  adjudged,  not  by  the  common  judges 
•of  property,  but  by  wretches  hired  by  those  "to 
whom  excise  is  paid."  I  recommend  the  study 
of  Johnson  in  his  wrath  to  the  honourable 
member  as  fit  to  form  the  style  of  so  great  a 
popular  orator.  There  is  another  definition  in 
Johnson — of  a  pension — which  I  forget,  but  I 
4lare  say  many  gentlemen  in  this  House  know 
it.  It  winds  up,  I  know,  vrith  defining  a 
pension  as  pay  given  to  a  State  hireling  for 
treason  to  his  country.  But  the  doctor  him- 
self ended  by  taking  a  pension ;  and  I  hope 
I  may  before  long  see  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei  in  like  manner  making 
Amends  for  his  faults  by  accepting  a  commis- 
sion in  the  Wanganui  Militia.  Then  the  Op- 
position has  tried  to  fix  on  us  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  military  conduct  of  the  war,  on 
pretence  of  the  instructions  issued  to  Colonel 
Oold  that  he  should  not,  except  under  certain 
circumstances,  cross  the  Waitara  River  or  attack 
Mataiaitawa.  We  thereby  hoped  to  prevent 
the  junction  with  the  insurgents  of  the  great 
Waikato  Tribe.  In  no  other  way  did  we  tie  his 
hands.    Of  the  two  enterprises  then  open  we 


thought  the  southern  expedition  was  most 
politic  for  him  to  undertake.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  that  had  to  do  with  that  terrible 
failure  at  the  L  pa.  What  had  it  to  do  with  the 
opportunity  lost  and  the  disgrace  incurred  at 
Waireka ;  what  had  it  to  do  with  the  disaster  of 
Puketakaure,  or  vrith  the  memorable  retreat  of 
the  fifteen  hundred  ?  Then  comes  that  hasty, 
indiscreet,  unwonted,  miserable,  unheard-of 
proclamation  of  martial  law — the  adjectives 
are  the  honourable  member's  —  which  has 
always  been  a  comer-stone  in  the  structures 
whiui  the  honourable  member  builds  up  for 
ofienoe  against  us.  I  really  thought  that  ab- 
surd topic  was  exhausted  last  session.  Every 
one  who  knows  Taranaki  knows  that  it  was  a 
nullity  —  a  dead-letter  as  regards  the  Native 
population.  I  can  speak  here  from  personal 
knowledge,  for  I  rode  all  over  the  country  days 
after  the  Proclamation  was  issued,  and  saw 
that  the  effect  was  nil,  as  vrould  be  the  effect 
either  for  good  or  for  evil  of  any  mere  piece  of 
paper  when  the  minds  of  the  Natives  were  made 
up  at  such  a  time  to  a  course  of  action.  And 
there  is  another  fact  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  first  called  my  attention 
to,  though  I  did  not  hear  him  refer  to  it  in  his 
speech— namely,  that  the  letters  from  Bitatora 
te  Iwa,  published  by  Sir  William  Martin,  show 
that  eleven  days  before  the  issue  of  the  Pro- 
clamation William  King  and  his  people  had 
fully  made  up  their  minds  to  fight.  That  is 
incontestable,  and  no  one  can  dispute  the 
argument  drawn  from  that  fact.  I  now  come 
to  the  terms  of  peace  which  have  been  so  much 
abused.  The  details  have  all  been  given  by 
the  Native  Minister  (Mr.  Weld),  and  I  will  add 
only  a  few  words  to  what  he  has  said.  I  do 
not  think  my  honourable  friend  had  by  him  at 
the  time  our  speeches  of  last  session  on  the 
Waitara  question ;  but  I  have  mine  here,  and 
will  just  read  from  it  to  show  exactly  the  posi- 
tion that  we  took  up  with  reference  to  the 
Waitaift  question.  Tne  terms  offered  to  Nga- 
tiawa  are  impugned  as  being  an  entire  de- 
parture from  the  position  we  took  in  the  House 
last  session  with  regard  to  the  investigation — 
as  taking  up  new  ground;  and  I  do  not  alto- 
gether wonder  that  the  wording  of  the  first, 
clause  created  misunderstanding.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  puzzle  the  Europeans ;  but  the  result 
proves  that  it  did  not  mislead  the  Natives  in 
the  least,  and  a  more  attentive  consideration 
shows  that  there  was  no  kind  of  going  back 
from  anything  which  the  Governor  or  Ministers 
had  ever  said  on  the  subject  of  the  Waitara 
block.  This  is  the  way  I  opened  the  question 
in  1860.    I  said,— 

"  I  propose  to  deal  with  the  subject  in  this 
order :  First,  to  explain  the  ground  token  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  colony,  when  ho 
ordered  the  survey  of  the  Waitara  block  ;  se- 
condly, to  state  the  grounds  we  have  for  the 
conclusion  that  the  sellers  of  the  land  had  a 
valid  title,  and  Wiremu  Kingi  no  right  to  in- 
terfere.  Now,  I  decUtre,  in  limint,  that  theso 
two  things,  are  quite  distinct.  Teira's  title  is 
one  thing ;  the  Oovemor's  refusal  to  submit  t» 
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the  direction  of  the  Taranaki  Land  IJeagne  is 
another.  I  shall  fully  develop  this  in  the 
course  of  my  argument,  cmd  thus  set  right  the 
misapprehension  which,  in  some  quarters,  pre- 
vails as  to  the  true  principles  of  the  war.  The 
ground,  I  say,  of  the  Governor's  action  was, 
and  is.  His  Excellency's  refusal  to  submit  to 
the  dictation  of  the  Taranaki  Land  League, 
headed  by  Wiremu  Kingi  Te  Bangitake." 

And  again,  returning,  Sir,  to  the  same  point, 
I  said, — 

"  At  the  present  moment  the  Governor's  po- 
sition is  free  and  clear  of  the  question  of  the 
title  to  the  block.  No  title  has  been  asserted, 
but  the  Governor  has  been  defied.  The  ques- 
tion of  title  is  saved,  as  I  shall  now  demon- 
strate. Some  members,  amidst  the  heap  of 
information,  may  have  missed.tbis  important 

foint.  But  if  they  will  turn  to  the  papers  laid 
efore  the  House  relative  to  the  insurrection 
they  will  see,  from  the  official  statement  pub- 
lished at  New  Plymouth  in  March  last,  that 
on  occasion  of  the  payment  of  the  first  instal- 
ment for  the  block  a  declaration  was  made  to 
the  Natives  by  the  District  Land  Purchase 
Commissioner,  on  behalf  of  the  Governor, '  that 
if  any  man  could  prove  his  claim  to  any  piece 
of  land  within  the  boundary  described,  such 
claim  would  be  respected,  and  the  claimant 
might  hold  or  sell  it  as  he  thought  fit.'  No 
claim  adverse  to  these  sellers  was  put  forward 
then,  or  at  any  prior  or  subsequent  time.  But 
the  declaration  still  stands — in  favour,  at  least, 
of  all  who  have  not  forfeited  their  right  by 
zebellion." 

Now,  that  first  clause  in  the  terms  offered  to 
the  Ngatiawa  really  amounts  to  nothing  be- 
yond a  reiteration  of  the  declaration  made  by 
the  District  Commissioner  on  the  payment  of 
the  first  instalment  to  Taylor's  party.  Yet 
that  is  called  a  departure  from  the  position 
originally  assumed  by  the  Government.  I  think 
it  will  be  admitted  that  I  have  now  noticed 
all  the  main  charges  brought  against  us.  They 
are  all  charges  which  relate  to  Imperial  affairs, 
and  over  which,  as  I  have  already  said,  we 
have  an  exceedingly  limited  amount  of  con- 
trol. The  charges  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  respecting  our  conduct 
to  Mr.  Fenton  belong  to  the  same  class.  We 
are  charged — and  I  must  say  I  regard  what 
was  said  on  this  subject  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  as  singu- 
larly unfair  and  unhandsome  —  with  having 
thrown  overboard  Mr.  Fenton.  When  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Fenton  from  Waikato  was  deter- 
mined upon,  we  gave  that  gentleman  the  most 
lucrative  and  honourable  employment  in  our 
gift,  or,  indeed,  which  has  since  been  open. 
We  did  our  best  for  Mr.  Fenton,  and  I  con- 
sider that  he  thoroughly  deserved  it  from  us. 
But  we  thought  it  improper  to  appeal  to  the 
Home  Government  against  the  Governor's 
opinion  of  the  personal  fitness  of  any  officer 
of  the  Native  Department;  for,  though  to  a 
great  extent  policy  might  virtually  be  in  ques- 
tion, vet  the  question  of  Mr.  Fenton's  retention 
could  not  have  been  placed  on  that  ground, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond 


but  on  the  ground  of  personal  fitness.  Be- 
sides, Mr.  Fenton's  personal  disat^eement  witii 
the  Native  Secretary  (Mr.  McLean)  was  in 
itself,  as  we  could  not  but  admit,  a  great 
hindrance  to  Mr.  Fenton's  utility  in  the  posi- 
tion he  then  occupied.  So  much,  then,  for 
the  accufations  against  us;  but  what  does 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  himself 
propose  1  Some  of  his  henchmen — his  very 
close  followers,  who  are  never  far  oS  when 
their  master  is  in  need — are  on  this  occasion  in 
a  "  sad  quandary."  The  state  of  mind  of  the 
honourable  members  for  the  Hutt  and  Waira- 
rapa  (Messrs.  Renall  and  Carter),  in  particular, 
is  exceedingly  amusing.  I  can  only  compare 
them  to  a  couple  of  old  ladies,  who,  seeing  the 
first  warning  of  fire  in  a  stream  of  smoke  going 
up  from  the  roof  of  their  house,  persist,  when 
the  parish  engine  rattles  up,  in  hanging  on  the 
arms  of  the  firemen,  exclaiming,  "Oh  deart 
oh  dear  I  my  crockery,  and  my  carpets  1"  and 
are  more  in  terror  of  the  water,  which  is  their 
means  of  safety,  than  of  the  fire,  which  is  their 
utter  destruction.  As  foolish  are  these  honour- 
able gentlemen,  expending  themselves  in  use- 
less lamentations  for  the  destruction  and 
waste  of  wEtr,  which  we  all  deprecate — ^useless, 
I  say,  and  worse  than  useless  at  the  present 
moment,  as  they  impede  those  measures  which 
are  likely  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  perils 
which  they  are  so  much  in  dread  of.  Bat 
what  does  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei propose  7  I  was  astonished  when  I  heaid 
the  speech  the  other  night  which  so  delighted 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  as  a  com- 
plete development  of  Native  policy.  Why, 
the  honourable  gentleman  adopts  in  their 
totality  the  Ngaruawahia  terms,  taking  excep- 
tion merely  to  some  insignificant  matters  of 
recital.  He  says  that  we  should  have  said 
"  resist  "  instead  of  "  suppress,"  and  he  sayi, 
"  I  do  not  agree  that  the  king  movement  is  a 
thing  that  has  a  noxious  purpose,  or  is  a 
movement  for  evil."  That  is  the  sum  total  ot 
what  he'  has  to  say  about  the  matter;  and 
the  whole  of  the  momentous  contents  of  that 
document  he  adopts,  including  the  implied 
demand  of  the  right  to  carry  roads  through 
the  country  —  a  most  important  demand  — 
and  including  also  the  significant  warning  to- 
the  Natives  that  the  title  to  their  land  is  for- 
feited by  rebellion.  It  seems  that  he  is  going 
to  blink  the  iniquity  of  the  war  on  our  part ;  for 
I  am  unable  to  understand  how  he  can  adopt 
the  Ngaruawahia  terms,  and  ask  for  compen- 
sation from  men  who  he  thinks  have  only  been 
defending  rights  invaded  by  the  covetousness 
of  our  settlers.  However,  the  country  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  unenviable  position  in 
which  the  honourable  member  has  placed  him- 
self.  I  can  easily  understand  the  absence  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  from 
this  debate.  I  can  understand  that  he  does 
not  like  this  subject,  and  perhaps  even  dis- 
likes to  hear  me  talking  about  it.  Such  a 
feeling  is  in  accordance  with  the  petty  and 
cowardly  system  of  tactics  of  that  party.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  this  day 
is  seeing,  in  the  person  of   the   honooiablo 
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inembflr  for  Sangitikei,  a  OoTemment  of  Kew 
Zealand  bold  enough  to  propose  to  take  com- 
pensation from  the  lands  of  Natives  for  in- 
jniies  done  during  this  war.  This  day  he  sees 
another  prophecy  of  his  falsified  in  the  person 
'  of  the  hononrable  member  for  Bangitikei ;  for 
he  declared  that  no  Oovemment  could  be  fool- 
hardy enough  to  make  snch  a  proposal.  The 
honoarable  gentleman  takes  all  oar  terms,  but 
.then  he  is  going,  I  suppose,  to  be  exceedingly 
pradent — much  more  prudent  than  we  should 
be.  Not,  let  me  tell  him,  if  he  trembles — that 
irill  not  be  a  prudent  thing ;  for,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cbristchurch  so  emphatically 
told  us,  and  oui  prior  experience  here  had  in- 
deed taught  US,  there  is  no  more  imprudent 
thing  than  to  tremble  in  the  presence  of  tur- 
holent  Natives.  But  he  is  going  to  negotiate, 
he  says — I  am  assuming  for  the  moment  that 
these  things  will  rest  with  him,  though  there 
may  be  a  doubt  about  that  —  and  he  is  not 
going  to  have  another  conference ;  for  I  under- 
stood hun  to  disapprove  of  it,  and  to  scout  the 

idea  of  another  Kohimarama  conference 

Mr.  FOX.— Such  as  the  last. 
Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND which  he  stig- 
matized in  a  manner  which  I  do  not  admit  the 
justice  of.  However,  I  am  glad  to  collect  from 
his  interruption  that  he  does  not  object  to  that 
part  of  the  plans  of  his  predecessors — that  he 
«oes  not  object  to  summon  another  general 
•conference  of  Native  chiefs.  Then  he  is  going 
to  mediate  with  the  Natives,  and  offers  to 
this  House  the  services  of  certain  persons,  par- 
ticalar  friends  of  his  own,  as  fit  mediators. 
Well,  I  understood  it  to  be  one  of  his  peculiar 
-claims  to  ofiice  that  he  was  on  such  terms 
-with  certain  persons  of  consideration  in  this 

country 

Mr.  FOX. — I  never  said  a  word  to  that  effect. 
Mr..O.  W.  RICHMOND.- He  said  a  great 
many  words,  I  think,  which  amounted  to  that ; 
but  I  am  perfectly  clear  of  this :  that  he  did, 
in  terms  not  to  be  mistaken  by  this  House,  in- 
timate that  the  services  of  men  who  through 
personal  disagreement  with  the  present  Go- 
vernment  are   unavailable    as   peace-makers 
would  be  at  his  service.    I  understood  him  to 
include  in  that  category  the  Bishop  of  New 
Zealand. 
Eon.  Members. — Oh,  oh  t 
Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Then,  whom  did 
he  mean? 

Mr.  FOX.— I  shall  not  tell  you. 
Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.  — Perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  means  to  bring  to  the 
rescue  a  venerable  gentleman  from  the  South 
irith  whom  he  has  sworn  alliance  on  this  ques- 
tion, though  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
that  gentleman  and  himself  hissed  and  spat  at 
«ne  another  in  the  Wellington  papers  like  two 
«Dgry  cats.  I  only  hope  —  though  I  do  not 
heueve— that  I  misunderstood  the  honourable 
genUeman  on  this  subject ;  for  I  consider  the 
position  which  I  understood  the  honourable 
member  to  assume  was  most  unbecoming.  As 
tiie  Bishop's  name  has  been  mentioned,  1  wish 
tooky  that  I  never  was  admitted  to  the  pri- 
-Mlege  of  His  Ijordship's  intimacy,  but  wat 


my  feelings  of  cordial  admiration  for  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  are  as  strong  as  ever  they 
were.  I  believe  him  to  be  a  magnanimous 
Englishman,  who,  after  all,  is  an  honour  to  the 
colony;  and,  although  I  have  had  the  misfor- 
tune, with  many  others,  to  differ  frcm  him  in 
this  matter,  yet  my  heart  warms  to  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  as  much  as  ever  it  did.  So 
far  is  it  from  being  true  that  the  mind  of  my- 
self or  my  colleagues  is  altered  to  him  by  our 
political  position.  If  my  relations  to  any 
member  of  that  party  seem  to  be  less  friendly, 
if  my  foot  is  less  within  the  door  of  any  one 
of  them,  it  is  simply  because  the  honourable 
member's  foot  has  been  there,  I  think,  too  often. 
My  thorough  esteem  for  their  character,  if  not 
for  their  judgment,  is  unabated.  I  am  really 
Shshamed  to  allude  to  these  things,  but  the 
honourable  member  has  dragged  them  before 
the  House.  My  colleague  the  Minister  for  Na- 
tive Affairs  has  touched  upon  one  advantage, 
which,  by  the  successive  denials  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei,  is  left  as  the  sole 
advantage  beyond  his  own  special  abilities 
which  the  cotmtry  is  to  gain  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  himself  for  us — and  that  is  that  the 
Native  opinion  of  us  is  such  that  it  is  expedient 
to  sacrifice  us  to  their  hatred.  Now,  in  (he 
first  place,  I  deny  the  premises.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve such  a  feeling  exists  with  reference  to 
Ministers,  who  have  properly  kept  themselves 
in  the  background,  and  are  but  little  personally 
known  to  the  Natives.  I  think  it  is  ridiculous 
to  believe  that  a  mere  Ministerial  change  will 
have  the  least  effect  on  the  Native  mind  in  the 
way  of  inducing  them  to  make  peace.  It  may, 
however,  be  represented  to  them,  as  we  know 
it  has  been,  that  a  large  part  of  this  House 
has  declared  itself  in  favour  of  the  King,  and 
the  result  of  an  adverse  division  to-day  might 
therefore  be  bad ;  but  as  to  the  substitution  of 
the  honourable  member  having  the  least  effect 
in  the  pacification  of  the  country,  it  seems  to 
me  entirely  visionary.  So  long  as  the  Imperial  ° 
Government  refuses,  as  it  has  done,  to  throw 
overboard  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  it  will 
be  of  veiy  little  use  for  the  House  to  make  Jonahs 
of  us.  Contrasting  at  the  present  moment  the 
wise  conduct  of  the  Imperial  Government  with 
what  may  possibly  be  the  conduct  of  this  House 
on  this  occasion — for  at  this  moment  I  am  in 
ignorance  of  what  will  be  the  result  of  the 
division — I  do  emphatically  say  this  :  that 
it  is  most  fortunate  for  us  that  our  political 
future  is  in  better  hands  than  our  own.  In 
all  that  he  has  said  on  this  matter  the  honour- 
able member  has  talked  as  if  he  were  to  be- 
come, not  Minister,  but  Governor — as  if  it 
rested  with  him  whom  to  send  and  to  negotiate 
with.  There  were  several  points  to  which  he 
referred  in  that  spirit.  One  of  his  supporters, 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  (Mr.  R. 
Graham),  I  recollect,  was  quite  sure  that,  as 
soon  as  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
came  into  office,  all  his  ^Mr.  Graham's)  dis- 
trict would  be  supplied  with  rifles.  Other  in- 
stances of  this  mistake  occurred  in  debate ;  but 
I  forget  them.  It  will  probably  be  found  tho^ 
it  belongs  to  His  Excellency  to  decide  on  quea- 
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tions  relating  to  the  peace  of  the  country ;  and 
they  form  just  now  such  an  immense  category 
in  ihe  affairs  of  the  colony  that  the  Ministerial 
powers  are  reduced  to  very  modest  dimensions. 
It  is  foolish  for  the  hononrable  member  to  sup- 
pose that  he  is  going  to  have  his  way  on  all  the 
miportant  questions  we  have  been  deliberating 
upon.  In  one  point  I  do  think  we  are  better 
fitted  for  these  seats  than  the  honourable  mem- 
ber is — and  that  is  that  we  understand  our 
secondary  position.  We  know  that  we  must 
sometimes  second — aye,  and  cordially  second — 
measures  of  which  we  cannot  quite  approve, 
for  the  sake  of  that  harmony  for  which  we  must 
make,  and  have  often  made,  groat  sacrifices. 
I  had  intended  to  say  somethmg  on  the  pro- 
vincial question,  but  I  must  out  that  very 
short.  One  of  Uie  accusations  on  this  subject 
which  has  most  touched  me,  and  has  the 
greatest  semblance  of  truth  in  it,  is  the  accu- 
sation that  we  have  voluntarily  been  the  cause 
of  deadlocks  and  confusion  in  the  relations  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
tures; that  we  have  set  Superintendents  and 
their  Councils  by  the  ears,  to  the  destruction 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  provinces,  or  have 
designedly  refused  to  interfere  to  put  a  stop  to 
political  confusion.  To  that  I  shall  at  first 
answer,  generally,  that  the  results  we  have 
witnessed  in  a  neighbouring  province,  and  in 
a  minor  degree  in  this  province,  arose  out  of 
the  unrestrained  passions  of  political  parties — 
for  which  I  do  not  blame  one  side  more  than 
another  —  unchecked,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  by 
mature  public  opinion  out-of-doors.  I  shaU 
be  prepared  on  gome  other  occasion  to  go  fully 
into  the  grounds  of  the  policy  we  have  pursued 
in  advising  the  Governor  as  to  granting  or  re- 
fusing dissolutions  of  Provincial  Councils.  As 
regards  the  case  of  Auckland,  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  William- 
son) will  remember  that  we  did  dissolve  at  no 
very  distant  date  from  the  time  when  we  gave 
him  the  last  refusal,  which,  I  believe,  made 
him  our  political  enemy  from  that  time  for- 
ward. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— No,  no. 
,Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— And  under  what 
circumstances?  As  soon  as  the  Council  re- 
fused to  work.  When  the  Provincial  Council, 
by  a  long  adjournment,  had  declared  that  it 
would  not  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country, 
we  then  dissolved.  The  principle  on  which  we 
proceeded  was  this :  that  we  could  not  take 
oognizance  of  the  political  necessities  of  either 
provincial  party ;  that  we  could  not  let  the 
Superintendent  dissolve  the  Council  whenever 
he  thought  it  convenient,  but  that  we  would 
judge  for  ourselves  of  the  conduct  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council,  and  when  it  refused  to.  do  its 
work  we  would  send  both  Superintendent  and 
Council  to  the  country.  In  this  matter  we 
acted  with  perfect  consistency,  though  not 
vrith  equal  success,  in  all  the  cases  which 
have  occurred  during  our  term  of  ofGce.  As 
regards  the  Wellington  Council,  we  certainly 
refused  to  dissolve  the  Council  when  the  Su- 
perintendent first  asked  us  to  do  it;  where- 
upon that  officer,  carrying  things,  as  lie  is 
Mr,  C.  W.  Bichmond 


wont  to  do,  with  a  high  and  imperial  haiid». 
prorogued  his  Council.  The  Council  had  mads 
what  seemed  to  us  a  perfectly  reasonable  de- 
termination not  to  proceed  with  certain  im- 
portant business  till  six  vacancies  in  the  Conn- 
oil  were  filled  up.  If  the  Council  had  afterwards  ■ 
refused  to  transact  public  business  or  to  grant 
the  supplies,  we  should  have  at  once  advised 
the  Governor  to  grant  a  dissolution — we  would 
have  tolerated  no  factious  conduct  in  the 
Council.  But,  the  mouth  of  the  Council  being 
stopped  by  prorogation,  we  would  not  allow  the 
Superintendent  to  take  advantage  of  his  own 
wrongdoing.  We  all  know  the  lamentable 
course  of  events  which  followed — gross  illegali- 
ties were  committed  by  the  Superintendents  of 
Auckland  and  Wellington,  for  which  we  were 
fully  prepared  to  bring  them  to  account ;  but 
we  found  in  both  cases  that  the  legal  remedies 
placed  at  our  disposal  were  defective.  We 
sought  as  soon  as  possible  a  legislative  remedy. 
As  regards  the  Auckland  case,  that  was  pro- 
vided bjr  "  The  Provincial  Elections  Act,  1858," 
which  gives  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  by 
mandamtis  in  matters  relating  to  the  issue 
and  return  of  provincial  writs.  That  was  the 
way  we  put  a  bridle  on  my  honourable  friend 
opposite,  who,  if  ever  a^ain  he  tries,  in  the 
words  of  my  colleague  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary's letter,  to  issue  two  writs  for  his  Pro- 
vincial Council,  there  being  but  one  vacant 
seat  in  that  body,  will  find  himself  speedily 
called  to  account  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
colony.  An  explanation  is  due  to  the  country 
on  the  Wellington  case.  We  had  intimated  a 
determination  to  cause  the  law  to  be  enforced 
there  in  reference  to  the  illegal  expenditure  of 
public  money;  and  the  Council  selected  certain 
items  on  which  they  requested  us  to  try  the 
case  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Two  obstacles  oc- 
curred :  in  the  first  place,  the  Council  them- 
selves selected  by  mistake  an  item  for  which 
legal  provision  had  been  made — steam  com- 
munication with  Melbourne  —  the  "Boome- 
rang" contract.  The  Council  forgot  that 
this  had  been  provided  for  under  one  of  the 
Loan  Acts.  The  other  selected  items  were  of 
small  amount,  and  we  might  have  failed  in 
reaching  a  balance  of  unvouched  expenditure 
so  small  as  that ;  but  there  was  also  a  tech- 
nical impediment  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  arising  from  the  want  of  a 
partioulsir  officer  of  the  Exchequer.  That  diffi- 
culty we  did  not  get  removed  till  last  session. 
The  whole  apparatus  for  enforcing  liability  was- 
exceedingly  clumsy,  and,  perhaps,  after  all,  un- 
workable. What  was  really  wanting  we  have 
this  session  proposed  to  supply  in  the  Bills- 
now  before  the  House.  Both  in  the  Auckland 
and  Wellington  cases  we  sought  to  rectify  the 
faulty  machine  with  the  working  of  which  we 
were  intrusted  by  further  legislation,  rather 
than  enter  upon  proceedings  which  were  of 
doubtful  result,  and  might  in  both  cases 
have  had  a  vindictive  aspect,  which  it  was 
not  desirable  they  should  possess,  and  which 
it  was  very  far  from  our  disposition  to  give  to 
them.  We  are  not  responsible  for  the  great 
difficulty  of  working  the  Constitution  Act  of 
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1853,  or  for  the  politioal  passions  which  the 
Act  has  let  loose,  and  which  have  been  the 
great  obstacles    to   the  harmonioos   working 
of  the  Provincial  Legislatures.     I  most  pray 
the  House  to  believe  that  in  all  these  mat- 
ters we  have  endeavoured  to  guide  ourselves 
by  strict  principles  —  by  principles  which  are 
capable  of  being  distinctly  stated.    Those  prin- 
ciples may  in  themselves  be  right  or  wrong; 
bnt  the  whole  of  our  conduct  will  be  found,  I 
■ay,  referable.on  examination  to  principles  and 
not  to  arbitrary  will — still  less  to  any  malicious 
or  disloyal  intention.     And  now  I  will  say  a 
few  words  about  the  Kew  Provinces  Act.    I 
am  not  going  to  vindicate  the  policy  of  that 
Act.    Its  vindication,  and,  I  believe,  a  com- 
{lete  one,  will  be  found  in  the   discussions 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  House  ;  and 
my  ovn  views  and  opinions  on  the  subject 
have  been  too  frequently  stated  to  need  that  I 
shoold  now   repeat  them.     There   are  some 
booomable  members,  I  know,  who  imagine  that 
the  material  interests  of  the  colony  are  a  mat- 
ter of  exceeding  indifference  to  us.    Thej  say, 
"  The  General  Government — what  does  it  do  ? 
The  provinces  do  all  the  work,  make  all  the 
loads  and  bridges,  and  conduct  all  the  coloni- 
sation."   Of  course  they  do  ;  and  we  have  been 
the  means  of  putting  into  their  hand  for  that 
purpose  the  funds  they  so  administer.    The 
land  Fond  of  the  colony,  with  which  these 
feats  are  performed,  has  been  made  over  to 
them  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand,  and 
I7  us  as  leaders  of  the  policy  of  this  House. 
Ko  doubt  in  a  colony  material  advancement  is 
a  great  thing  ;  but  even  in  a  colony  it  is  not 
the  sole  thing.     The  General  Government  has 
charge  of  the  higher  interests  of  the  colony — a 
charge  which,   I  think,  is  happily  separated 
from  those  other  functions.    The  interests  of 
which  the  General  Government  is  in  charge  are 
patamount  to  the  material  interests  of   the 
comitry;  and,   if   left  uncared-for,  even   the 
material  interests  of  the  country  would  in  the 
long  run  suffer  greatly.     I  think  it   can  be 
proved  that  the  New  Provinces  Act  has  not 
mjoied  the  resources  6t  the  colony,  but  has,  on 
the  contraiy,  given  them  a  great  and  beneficial 
stinmlos.    But  of  this  I  am  sure :  that  it  will 
yet  be  recognized — granting,  as  I  freely  do,  the 
minor  defects  and  inconveniences  of  its  ope- 
ration—that it  has  saved  us  from  that  abyss  to- 
wards which  our  ultra-democratic  Constitution 
was  fast  hurrying  us.    I  am  not  prepared  to  go 
into  this  at  present,  but  I  feel  sure  I  can  prove 
that  the  New  Provinces  Act  has  been  the  main 
agent  in  that  salvation  which  has  been,  I  think, 
accomplished.    I  have  already  kept  the  House 
too  long.    I  do  not  think  the  honourable  mem- 
for  Rangitikei  can  desire  office,  and  I  think  it 
must  be  equally  plain  to  all  that  at  the  present 
juncture  we  cannot  wish  to  retain  it.    Who 
could  ?    The  honourable  member  may  perhaps 
want  a  victory — his  pride  may  want  that :  but 
let  me  remind  him  that  it  is  not  as  the  victo- 
nons  leader  of  an  ultra-provincial  pturty  that 
he  will  take  his  seat  on  these  benches.    That 
pledge,  with  many  others,  is  forfeited.     For 
oniselves,  wo  are  perfectly  ready  to  surrender 


the  trust  we  have  so  long  held  in  this  colony. 
It  will  bo  a  relief  to  weary  flesh  and  even  to 
vrilling  spirits.  We  are  more  than  ready  to  lay 
down  that  stewardship  which  we  have  so  long 
administered,  I  humbly  hope,  not  wholly  un- 
mindful of  a  greater  account  than  that  which 
we  have  to-day  to  render  to  this  House. 
Nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  could 
have  kept  us  in  these  seats  so  long.  I  only  ask 
you  in  this  vote  to  do  your  duty.  Let  us  all, 
m  this  perilous  juncture,  do  our  duty,  and  we 
may  very  well  abide  the  issue,  whatever  it  may 
be.     • 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  that  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  by  following  every  speaker, 
particularly  those  who,  like  the  member  for 
Motueka,  belonged  to  the  class  called  in  the 
House  of  Commons  "  body-snatchers,"  because 
they  were  always  raking  up  exhausted  subjects ; 
but  he  would  touch  on  one  or  two  points  which 
demanded  reply.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
contradicted  Ms  facts  as  to  the  exportation  of 
arms  from  the  colony  after  the  war  began,  and 
asserted  that  600  of  the  1,000  stand  of  arms 
sent  away  had  previously  been  refused  by  Major 
Lloyd  as  unserviceable  when  offered  to  the 
Taranaki  Militia,  and  that  the  1,000  of  which 
they  were  a  part  were  sent  away  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government.  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
now  challenged  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  have 
these  facts  investigated  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, when  he  would  prove  that  the  600  arms 
reported  unserviceable  were  actually  now,  or  a 
large  part  of  them,  in  the  hands  of  the  Tara- 
naki Militia ;  that  they  formed  no  part  of  the 
1,000  exported ;  and  that  the  Government  had 
had  an  offer  of  those  1,000  arms,  and  refused 
them.  He  should  also  prove  that  just  recently 
nearly  all  the  ammunition  available  for  the 
Militia  was  actually  on  board  of  ship  to  be  sent 
away  from  the  colony,  and  had  not  a  military 
officer  given  information  of -it  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  Militia,  who  induced  the  Governor 
to  stop  it,  it  would  have  all  gone.  Then,  be- 
sides this,  there  was  400  stand  of  pensioners' 
muskets  which  the  Government  had  allowed  to 
be  sold  in  Auckland,  the  whole  of  which,  when 
vamped  up,  had  been  re-sold  to  the  Natives, 
and  were  probably  used  by  them  in  the  late 
war.  He  challenged  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
go  to  a  Select  Committee  for  the  investigation 
of  these  facts.  They  certainly  proved  beyond  a 
doubt  the  incompetency  of  the  Ministry.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  [to  whom 
the  honourable  member  paid  a  high  compli- 
ment] had  fallen  into  a  great  fallacy  when 
he  attributed  the  vices  of  the  inhabitants  of 
India  to  the  New  Zealander  because  they  were 
supposed  to  be  of  Asiatic  origin,  and  declared 
that  they  could  only  be  governed  by  the  sword. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  was 
himself  of  Asiatic  origin;  for  that  Mount 
Ararat  on  which  the  ark  rested  was  in  Asia. 
He  did  not  say  this  to  raise  a  laugh ;  but,  if  the 
lapse  of  centuries  had  converted  the  Asiatic 
into  a  Briton  in  his  case,  why  might  not  the 
lapse  of  centuries  and  the  change  of  circum- 
stances have  had  a  similar  effect  on  the  New 
Zealander?    It  was  a  great  fallacy  to  apply 
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Asiatic  experience  to  this  race,  who,  of  all  the 
aborigines  we  had  ever  met,  exhibited  in  cha- 
racter, and  in  such  institutions' as  they  had, 
the  closest  analogy  to  those  of  the  British  race. 
It  was  a  great  mistake  also  to  suppose  that 
experience  in  India,  however  long,  qualified  a 
man  to  understand  the  New  Zealand  question. 
The  problem  in  India  had  not  been,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Christcburch  had  stated 
on  a  previous  occasion,  to  induce  Asiatics  and 
Europeans  to  live  together,  but  to  induce  two 
hundred  millions  of  Asiatics  to  submit  to  be 
governed  by  a  handful  of  paid  officials  end  a 
hired  army  chiefly  composed  of  men  of  their 
own  blood.  In  Kew  Zealand  the  problem  was 
the  amalgamation  of  the  races  in  pretty  nearly 
equal  numbers,  and  how  to  induce  them  to  live 
together  in  amity  in  the  occupation  of  the  some 
soil.  The  cases  were  as  different  as  the  Asiatic 
was  different  from  the  New  Zealander — that 
was,  as  different  as  light  from  darkness.  An- 
other fallacy  which  had  been  urged  by  several 
honourable  members  was  that  tlus  was  not  the 
time  to  change  a  Ministry;  that  those  men 
knew  the  ropes ;  that  you  ought  not  to  change 
the  captain  just  when  the  ship  was  cleared  for 
action.  But,  if  the  men  who  knew  the  ropes 
did  not  know  how  to  box  the  compass ;  if,  with 
all  their  rope-knowledge,  they  had  got  the  ship  of 
state  into  the  breakers  and  among  the  reefs, 
who  would  refuse  to  put  better  men  at  the 
helm  ?  And  if  we  were  about  to  go  into  action, 
remember  that  the  ship  had  just  come  out  of 
action,  shattered,  dismasted,  cut  to  pieces ;  and 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  captain  having  taken 
her  into  action  stem-foremost,  or  in  some  other 
irregular  way :  would  any  one  hesitate  to  change 
the  captain  under  such  circumstances,  and  par- 
ticularly when  we  were  about  to  encounter,  not 
a  revenue  cutter,  as  in  the  last  war,  but  to  be 
laid  alongside  of  a  groat  three-deckor?  Lastly, 
he  wished  to  clear  away  a  misapprehension 
which  had  been  carefully  circulated,  that  he  de- 
sired negotiations  to  be  indefinitely  protracted. 
He  did  not  wish  it.  But  he  could  not  name  a 
day  when  they  should  cease.  The  present  Qo- 
vemmont  would  not  name  one.  No  man  in 
his  senses  would.  But  he  would  say  that  be 
believed  that  if  any  good  was  to  bo  done  by 
negotiation  it  must  be  promptly  done;  and, 
more,  he  should  not  advise  His  Excellency  so  to 
protract  negotiation  as  that  either  the  troops 
must  bo  sent  away  or  the  opportunity  of  en- 
forcing submission  be  lost.  He  and  his  friends 
meant  business,  they  meant  action ;  and  the 
House  might  rely  upon  it  that  whatever  they 
did  they  would  do  it  with  all  theix  ought. 
The  House  divided. 


Brandon 

Carleton 

Coirter 

Dick 

Eyes 

Featherston 

Fitzherbort 

Graham,  O. 

Graham,  B. 

itr.Foz 


Atss,  24. 

Henderson 

Kettle 

Man  tell 

HcGIashan 

Munro 

O'Rorke 

Renall 

Rhodes 


Saunders 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
Williamson 
White 
Wood. 

.    Tellers. 
Fox 
Taylor,  W.  W. 


Noes.  33. 

Bell 

Jollie 

Russell 

Butler 

Mason 

Stafford 

Cookson 

Nixon 

Weld 

Creyke 

O'Neill 

Wells 

Domett 

Ormond 

Wilson. 

Firth 

Richmond,  A.  J 

Tellen. 

Fraaer 

Richmond,C.W.CnrU8 

HaU 

Rowley 
Majority  for,  1 

Biolunand,J.C. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The    House 

adjourned    at 

half-past    four 

o'clock  pan. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  8th  July,  1861. 


Bepignation  o{  Ministers. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 

o'clock. 

Pbatkbs. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that,  before 
proceeding  to  the  business  of  the  day,  he  would 
state  to  the  Council  the  circumstances  nndoc 
which  he  addressed  them.  On  Friday,  sinee 
their  last  meeting,  the  Government  had  been, 
OS  they  were  aware,  placed  in  a  minority,  and 
their  resignations  were  forwarded  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  same  evening;  He  and  his  col- 
leagues, therefore,  now  held  office  only  nntil 
the  appointment  of  their  successors ;  and  under 
such  circumstances  it  was  usual  to  move  an 
adjournment.  He  had  had  no  official  com- 
munication with  the  honourable  gentlemen 
whom  the  Governor  had  sent  for,  and  knew 
nothing  of  the  steps  they  intended  to  take,  and 
therefore  was  unable  to  name  any  partioalaz 
day  for  the  adjournment.  It  only  remained 
for  him  to  move.  That  the  Oouncil  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tueeday,  9tk  July,  1861. 

Adjournment. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbasbb  took  the  ohairat  two 
o'clock. 

Pb&ybbs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved,  Th»t  the 
Council  do  adjourn  until  Friday  next. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE   OP    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  9th  July,  1861. 


Swpatehes— Bealgnation  of  Ministers— Business  of 
the  Session. 


Mr.  Sfeakes  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PaiTZBS. 

DESPATCHES. 

Ui.  FOX  inquired,  Whether  any  despatches 
liad  been  received  by  the  Government  from  the 
Imperial  anthorities,  by  the  last  mail,  relating 
touiewar? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  replied  that  His  Excellency, 
he  believed,  had  received  despatches  relating  to 
&e  war,  bat  he  had  not  seen  them.  However, 
one  of  his  colleagues  had  been  shown  the  de- 
spatch by  His  Excellency,  and  he  said  he  be- 
Ueved  it  was  marked  "  Private."  The  Govern- 
ment had  not  had  any  official  communications. 

BESIONATION  OP  OTNISTERS. 
Mr.  STAFFORD.— Sir,  I  rise  to  make  the 
cranmonication  which  the  House  naturally  ex- 
pects me  to  make  on  this  occasion,  although,  of 
eonise,  it  will  afford  no  new  information  to  the 
Boose.  I  have  now  to  state  that,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  what  passed  in  this  House  on  Friday 
last,  His  Excellency's  Ministers  felt  it  to  be 
their  immediate  duty  to  place  in  His  Excel- 
lency's hands  the  resignation  of  the  several 
offices  held  by  them.  That  was  accordingly 
done  within  an  hour  of  the  rising  of  the  House 
on  Friday;  and,  as  from  that  circumstance  it 
woald  manifestly  be  inconvenient  that  the 
ptiblic  business  should  be  proceeded  with,  I 
believe  I  shall  consult  the  wishes  of  the  House 
by  moving.  That  this  House  at  its  rising  do  ad- 
journ till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  POX. — Sir,  I  rise  to  second  the  motion 
for  adjournment.  In  doing  so  I  have  simply  to 
(tate  that  alittle  past  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday 
I  had  the  honour  to  receive  a  letter  from  His 
Excellency,  informing  me  of  the  tendered  resig- 
nation of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  sit  at 
that  table,  and  requesting  me  to  favour  him 
with  my  assistance  in  forming  a  new  Ministry. 
I  at  once  waited  on  His  Excellency  and  ac- 
cepted the  responsibility  of  forming  a  MiniHtry. 
Itwas  then  very  far  advanced  in  the  afternoon, 
and  I  was  not  able  to  do  anything  that  day. 
Testerday  I  was  engaged  in  consultation  with 
•eveial  members  of  that  party  which  usually 
actwithmeon  this  side  of  thejionse;  and,  if 
the  coarse  which  the  honourablo  gentleman 
has  been  pleased  to  propose  bo  adopted,  I  hope 
t3  be  able  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  His 
Excellency  as  to  the  formation  of  a  Ministry 
before  the  time  has  elapsed. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFP0I4D,  it  was 
*greed.  That  all  Committees  have  leave  to  sit, 
notwithstanding  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  post 
twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  12th  July,  1861. 


Besignation  of  Ministers. 

Tlio  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 

o'clock. 

PaATEBS. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  that,  he  and 
the  other  members  of  the  late  Ministry  having 
resigned,  he  had  only  now  to  state  that  be  had 
received  no  official  intimation  of  who  were 
their  successors,  or  who  was  to  represent  them 
in  this  Council.  He  had  vacated  his  seat  at 
the  other  end  of  the  table  for  that  honourable 
gentleman,  whoever  he  might  be,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  shortly  see  him  among  them. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATTVBS. 
Friday,  12th  July,  1861. 


Select  Committoo— Petition  of  James  Btisby— Besig- 
nation of  Ministers. 


Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

P&AZEBS. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Stahdihq  Ordebs. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CARLETON,  it  was  agreed,  That  the  interim 
reports  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee, 
Noa.  2  and  4,  bo  now  adopted,  the  former  sub- 
ject to  the  amendments  made  in  consequence 
of  the  order  of  reference. 

PETITION  OF  JAMES  BUSBY. 

Mr.  RUSSELIi  moved,  That  an  address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
praying  that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  send  down  to  this  House  copies  of  His 
Excellency's  despatch  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, covering  a  memorial  from  James  Busby, 
dated  29th  September,  1860 ;  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's 
memorandum  or  remarks  thereon ;  and  any 
other  papers  accompanying  the  said  memorial ; 
also  copies  of  all  previous  despatches  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Busby's  claims  to  land. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 
Mr.  FOX.  —  Sir,  before  proceeding  to  the 
business  of  the  day,  I  presume  it  will  be  ri(^t 
for  mo  to  state  the  progress  I  have  made  in 
assisting  His  Excellency  to  construct  a  new 
^linistry.  I  have  succeeded  in  forming  a 
Ministry  which  I  trust  will  be  acceptable  to 
His  Excellency ;  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  communicate  to  His  Excellency  the  ar- 
rangements I  have  made.  His  Excellency 
has,  however,  appointed  half-past  twelve  o'clock 
this  day  as  the  hour  for  receiving  myself 
and  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
sented to  act  with   me   in  forming  a  new 
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Ministzy.  In  conseqaenoe  of  the  selection 
I  have  made  not  being  yet  approved  of  by 
His  Excellency,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
divulge  it  to  the  House ;  but,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  waiting  on  His  Excellency,  and 
supposing  he  approves  of  them,  of  which  I 
make  no  doubt,  I  shall  communicate  to  the 
House  who  those  honourable  gentlemen  are. 
I  now  move,  That  this  House  at  its  rising  do 
adjourn  till  Tuesday ;  but  in  doing  so  I  at 
the  same  time  leave  it  entirely  with  the  House 
whether  they  shall  adjourn  till  Tuesday  or 
meet  again  at  a  later  hour  in  the  evening  to 
receive  the  communication  which  I  shall  then 
make. 

Mr.  STAPPOED  rose  and  said  that  he  recog- 
nized the  propriety  of  the  course  indicated  by 
the  honourable  member,  and  it  was  irregular  to 
ask  him  to  divulge  the  names  of  his  colleagues 
before  submitting  them  to  His  Excellency  for 
his  approval.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  see  that,  from  the  adjournment  that  bad 
already  taken  place,  the  House  was  naturally 
desirous  to  learn  as  soon  as  possible  to  whom 
they  should  look  for  conducting  the  affairs  of 
the  country.    He  would  suggest  a  short  ad- 

J'oamment,  if  it  would  meet  the  views  of  the 
lonourable  gentleman,  so  that  the  House 
might  know  this  day  who  the  new  Ministers 
were. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  half-past 
one  o'clock. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  pursuant  to 
adjournment. 

Mr.  FOX. — Sir,  since  this  House  adjourned, 
I  repaired  to  His  Excellency  with  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  whom  I  was  prepared  to  name 
as  my  colleagues  in  the  new  Ministry.  I  had 
the  honour  of  an  interview  with  His  Excellency, 
who  was  pleased  to  approve  of  the  arrangements 
I  had  made.  The  names  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  since  been  sworn  into  office  with 
me  are — Dr.  Feathorston,  Colonial  Secretary ; 
myself  to  fill  the  office  of  Attorney-General  and 
leader  of  this  House ;  Mr.  Reader  Wood,  Colo- 
nial Treasurer ;  Mr.  Mantell,  Native  Minister ; 
Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Thomas  Henderson  to 
have  seats  in  the  Executive  without  office  ;  and, 
with  His  Excellency's  consent,  the  department 
of  Postmaster-General  and  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  has  been  kept  open.  I  propose, 
.  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn  till  Tuesday, 
when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  statement  to 
the  House  as  to  the  course  of  business  I  pro- 
pose during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Sir,  I  think  that  the  pro- 
position of  the  Attorney-General  is  right  and 
proper.  At  the  same  time,  while  I  would  not 
wish  to  raise  any  discussion  on  the  question  of 
adjournment,  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that 
I  trust  the  statement  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  promised  to  the  House  will  be  a  full  state- 
ment ;  and  more  especially  as  this  is  one  of 
the  most  important  matters,  if  not  the  most 
important,  to  which  the  House  and  the  country 
can  have  their  attention  directed  at  the  present 
moment.  I  allude  to  the  Native  question,  and 
more  especially  to  that  which  affects  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Government  with  those  Natives  who 
Ur.Fox 


are  still  disaSeoted  to  Her  Majesty's  raflre- 
macy.  I  have  not  had  time  to  communicate 
with  honourable  members  to  ascertain  their 
views  on  this  point ;  but  I  confess  I  did  receiTe 
with  considerable  surprise  the  announcement 
of  one  name  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ■• 
filling  an  office  in  his  Ministry.  I  allude  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  named  as 
having  been  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  Minis- 
ter for  Native  Affairs.  There  cannot  be  a  more 
important  office  at  the  present  moment.  It  is 
that  office  which  brings  the  Ministers  into  direct 
and  constant  communication  with  His  Excel- 
lency ;  and  the  astonishment  and  surprise  I  felt 
at  the  announcement  of  the  name  arose  from 
the  fact  that,  while  the  Attorney-General  hai 
accepted  and  agreed  to  the  address  in  reply  to 
His  Excellency's  Message  No.  2,  in  which  a 
specific  course  of  action  is  indicated  by  His 
Excellency,  and  which  has  been  accepted  and 
acceded  to  by  this  House,  it  is  understood  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  now  to  bold 
the  portfolio  of  Native  Affairs,  distinctly  ob- 
jected to  that  address.  I  have  been  told  that 
he  gave  his  voice  with  the  "  Noes  "  on  that  oc- 
casion. I  have  also  been  informed  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  goes  further — that  ha 
has  stated  that  he  does  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  His  Ex- 
cellency's Government  in  accepting  the  three 
conditions  at  the  end  of  the  decleu»tion  of  terms 
to  the  Waikatos  by  the  Governor.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  the  House  can  consider  no  ques- 
tion until  we  thoroughly  understand  whether 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  or  the  opinion  of 
the  Native  Minister,  who  is  bound  to  give  advice 
to  His  Excellency  on  Native  affairs,  is  to  be  the 
opinion  which  is  to  govern  a  communication  to 
the  Weukatos  upon  the  subject  of  a  declajatton 
which  must  shortly  be  made.  I  will  make  no 
further  observations,  but  I  trust  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  observing  the  anxiety  of  the 
House,  vrill.on  Tuesday  state  whose  opinioa 
definitively  is  to  be  followed,  assuming  that  the 
difference  of  opinion  of  which  I  have  been  in- 
formed does  exist  between  the  Native  Minister 
and  the  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped  the  House  would  indulge 
him  in  a  reply.  With  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  about 
the  Native  Minister,  he  apprehended  that  be 
(Mr.  Stafford)  had  no  right  to  know  anything 
of  his  opinions  but  what  fell  from  him  in  the 
House.  The  tittle-tattle  as  to  what  the  Na- 
tive Minister  had  said,  either  in  or  outside 
the  House,  ought  to  be  discarded  in  a  matter 
of  this  sort.  If  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Native 
Minister  did  give  his  voice  against  the  address 
in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Message  No.  S, 
he  (Mr.  Pox)  might  take  it  upon  hun  to  say 
that  his  objections  had  reference  only  to  cer- 
tain doubts  raised  as  to  the  signification  of 
the  word  "  negotiations,"  which  were  entirely 
removed  by  the  explanation  subsequently  mads 
by  him  (Mr.  Pox).  But  on  Tuesday  he  would 
make  a  full  statement  of  what  were  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Government  upon  this  question. 

The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  pjn. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.] 


iRmtterial 


[COUNCIL.] 


Statement. 


171 


LBGISIiATIVE  COUNCIL. 

aronday,  ISth  July,  1861. 

Besignation  of  Hinisten. 

The  Hon.  the  .Spbasbs  took  the  chaiT  at 
two  o'clock. 

PSiTEBS. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  said  that  be  had 
jostteceived  a  conununication  from  the  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Ministry,  lequesting 
him  to  inform  the  Council,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  express  his  (Mr.  Fox's)  great  regret, 
that  he  had  as  yet  been  unable  to  make  ar- 
rangements whereby  the  Government  would  be 
lepiesented  in  the  Council.  At  the  same  time 
he  had  been  desired  to  state  that  negotiations 
were  going  on  which,  there  was  every  reason 
to  beheve,  would  in  a  few  hours  be  brought  to 
a  snccessfol  termination,  and  that  to-morrow, 
or  on  the  next  sitting -day  of  the  Council,  an 
of&cial  member  oi  the  Government  would  be 
present  in  the  Council. 
The  CoancU  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuetday,  16th  July,  1861. 

Ministerial  Statement— Select  Committee— Weights 
and  Measure*  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  tike  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbitebs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  stated  that  before 
proceeding  to  business  he  was  expected  to  an- 
nounce to  the  Council  the  position  he  occupied 
with  regard  to  them.    His  Excellency  had  done 
him  the  honour  to  call  him  to  that  Council, 
and  also  to  appoint  him  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  colony.    He  was  aware  that 
he  most  appear  to  great  disadvantage  whilst 
oocnpying  that  seat,  which  had  se  long  and 
worthily  been  filled  by  his  predecessor ;  but  he 
was  convinced  that  there  was  one  common 
gioond  of  action  on  which  they  could  unite — 
the  good  of  the  colony.     He  had  «o  doubt  that 
ha  might  frequently  have  occasion  to  throw 
himself  on  the  kin^ess  of  the  Council,  tmd  to 
appeal  to  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's  knowledge 
of  its  rules  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
GoTemment;  bat  he  had  every  confidence  in 
doing  so.    He  would  now  shortly  give  an  expo- 
•ition  of  the  policy  the  Government  he  repre- 
■ented  proposed  to  carry  out.    Native  affairs 
were  the  question — the  all-absorbing  question 
of  the  day.    Everything  else  sank  into  insignifi- 
cance beside  them.    At  present  there  was  a  sort 
of  cessation  of  hostilities  on  both  sides ;  but  it 
«M  possible  affairs  would  terminate  in  a  hostile 
and  bloody  end.    Still,  some  time  must  elapse 
beiore  operations  would  b«  taken  by  the  military 


authorities ;  and  the  Government  proposed  to 
avail  themselves  of  that  opportumty  to  come 
at  the  Natives,  in  some  sense — to  Shrrive  at  a 
knowledge  of  what  the  Natives  really  desired 
the  Government  to  do  for  them.  With  that  - 
view  it  was  proposed  to  have  a  conference  with 
the  Waikato  chiefs ;  for  the  whole  Native  ques- 
tion  hung  upon  the  determination  of  the  Wai- 
katos ;  and,  in  fact,  all  the  king  movement ' 
depended  on  Waikato.  At  the  bottom  of  all 
the  difficulty  was  the  question  as  to  acquisition 
of  land.  The  system  at  present  in  vogue  had 
been  found  to  be  very  mischievous.  It  was 
proposed,  therefore,  to  remove  that  great  bar- 
rier, and  to  declare  that,  until  some  proper 
tribunal  should  be  constituted  to  investigate 
and  decide  on  Native  titles  to  land,  the  Go- 
vernment should  absolutely  refuse  to  purchase 
any  more  leind  from  the  Natives ;  and  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  a  declaration  to 
that  effect  would  remove  many  obstacles  now 
existing.  In  the  meantime  it  was  impossible 
to  state  the  exact  nature  of  the  proposed 
tribunal.  There  was  also  great  necessity  for 
making  roads  throughout  the  country.  Much 
had  been  done  already,  but  not  near  enough ; 
and  if  the  misapprehension  now  existing  on 
this  subject'  were  removed  from  the  Native 
mind  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  right  to  make  roads  through  country  stiU 
belonging  to  the  Natives.  Nothing  would  tend 
so  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  as 
this.  It  was  also  proposed  to  introduce  politi- 
cal institutions  amongst  the  Native  race ;  to 
fashion  their  own  into  some  tangible  shape  ; 
to  make  the  best  of  the  already- existing 
tunanga.  But  these  ends  could  not  be  attained 
by  written  documents,  which  were  capable  of 
misapprehension,  or  messages,  which  possibly 
might  never  reach  their  destination.  It  was 
proposed  instead  to  have  a  conference  with  the 
Natives,  in  which  the  Native  Minister  might 
represent  the  Governor,  and  the  Responsible 
Ministry  would  be  present  as  His  Excellency's 
Advisers,  so  as  to  place  the  Governor  face  to 
face  with  the  Natives.  If  all  efforts  failed  to 
bring  the  Natives  to  a  sense  of  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  stand,  after  every  disposi- 
tion had  been  shown  to  promote  their  material 
advantage,  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the- 
Ministry  to  assist  in  establishing  by  force  the 
authority  of  the  Queen  in  this  country,  and 
that,  too,  not  in  a  lukewarm  way,  but  as  men 
who  had  made  up  their  minds  to  appeal  to  the 
sword  as  a  last  resource ;  and,  if  war  were  in- 
evitable, to  prosecute  that  war  rapidlv,  vigor- 
ously, and  thoroughly  to  the  end.  With  respect 
to  the  general  policy  intended  to  be  pursued, 
he  would  advert  to  a  few  points.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  introduce  a  measure  to  repeal  the 
existing  New  Provinces  Act  in  part ;  not,  how- 
ever, interfering  with  the  new  provinces  created 
under  it,  or  to  reannex  them  to  those  of  which 
they  were  formfrly  portions ;  bat  rendering  it 
incumbent  on  the  larger  provinces  to  prove 
separation  necessary  in  future  cases  :  also,  to  - 
reintroduce  Bills  proposed  last  session  for 
restoring  to  the  provmces  the  sixths  of  the 
Land  Fond.    It  was  also  proposed  to  introduce 
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401  Act  to  restiain  the  ez}>enditxiie  of  money 
not  appropriated  by  law  in  the  several  pro- 
vinces. This  differed  somewhat  from  a  mea- 
sure suggested  in  another  place,  inasmuch  as  it 
tended  to  preserve  to  the  provinces  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs,  and  so  would  prevent 
.any  antagonistic  operation  on  the  part  of  the 
Central  Government.  If  this  explanation  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  were  not 
sufficient,  the  honourable  member  claimed  the 
indulgence  of  the  Council  on  account  of  the 
short  time  he  had  been  connected  with  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEK  rose  to  ask  if  he 
were  correct  in  understanding  that  his  honour- 
•able  friend  had  stated  it  to  be  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  hold  a  free  conference,  to 
be  presided  over  by  the  Native  Minister,  the 
■Colonial  Secretary,  aad  other  members  of  the 
Ministry  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Native  chiefs 
of  Waikato  on  the  other. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  replied  that  his 
honourable  friend  had  greatly  amplified  and 
altered  the  sense  of  what  had  been  said :  the 
•observations  had  reference  to  the  removal  of 
misunderstamding  on  the  part  of  the  Natives 
by  personal  communication  on  the  part  of 
■«ne  or  more  of -the  Ministers  with  the  Native 
-chiefs. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  said  that  on  oc- 
■casions  snoh  as  the  present  it  was  not  usual  to 
have  any  discussion  ;  but,  having  presented  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  to  this  Council,  he  might  be 
permitted  to  assure  him  that,  as  the  exponent 
-of  the  measures  of  Government,  he  would  meet 
with  every  courtesy  and  attention  from  tliis 
■Gonnoil. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

Stahdiko  Ordebs. — The  Council  went  into 
-Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the  report 
■of  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

Beport  amended  in  Committee,  and  adopted 
by  the  Council  as  amended. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council 
mthout  amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  three 
■o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  16th  July,  1861. 


.Select  Oommlttee— First  Beadlns— Native  Affairs— 
Ministerial  Statement— New  Zealand  Bank  Bill 
—Bank  of  New  Boutli  Wales  BUI  — Otago  and 
Southland  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill- 
Second  Beading  — Bill  Discharged  —  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  (Marlborougli)  Bill. 

llr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Pbitatb  Qbibvances. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Him.  Dr.  Pollen 


R.  GRAHAM,  it  was  agreed.  That  the  namM  of 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Private  Grievances. 

FIRST  READING. 
Fencing  Bill. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOLLIE,  the  following 
resolutions  were  agreed  to : — 

That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Gkivemor,  praying  that  Hit 
Excellency  will  transmit  to  this  House  a  copy 
of  the  letter  addressed  to  His  Excellency  by 
His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and 
other  clergymen,  on  the  4th  instant,  relating  to 
the  present  position  of  Native  affairs. 

That  the  correspondence  between  His  liOfd- 
ship  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Hen. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  on  matters  relating  to 
the  Natives  of  New  Zealand,  already  laid  on 
the  table  of  this  House,  be  printed  ;  together 
with  the  first  part  of  that  correspondence,  ai 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
last  session. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  FOX  said,  with  the  consent  of  the  House, 
he  wished  to  majce  a  statement  with  referenoe 
to  the  course  of  business  which  the  Government 
intended  pursuing  at  present,  and  for  the  par- 
pose  of  developing  more  fully  than  had  been 
yet  done  the  intentions  of  the  Government  in 
reference  to  the  Native  question.  The  Hoaas 
would  have  gathered  from  what  passed  on  a 
previous  occasion  that  the  Government  re- 
garded the  question  of  negotiation,  preliminaiy 
to  any  act  of  military  operation,  as  one  of  vitu 
importance  in  reference  to  the  present  crisis. 
It  was,  in  fact,  he  might  say,  the  cardinal  point 
of  their  policy.  The  Government  felt  that 
there  were  very  great  misunderstandings  in 
reference  to  the  character  of  the  present  erisa 
in  the  minds  of  both  the  Europeans  and  Na- 
tives. On  the  European  side,  the  true  ehaiac- 
ter  of  the  king  movement  appeared  to  be  in- 
volved in  much  mystery,  and  to  be  the  subject 
of  very  various  interpretation  as  to  -whiU:  woe 
the  particular  objects  the  Natives,  as  a  body, 
had  in  view  in  that  particular  agitation ;  and 
also  as  to  the  extent  in  which  they  were  aa  a 
body  mixed  up  iii  it,  and  how  far  partioolar 
tribes,  and  individual  sections  of  those  txibes, 
had  taken  an  actual  part  in  the  king  move- 
ment, or  sympathized  with  it.  One  of  the  first 
objects  the  Government  ought  to  have  in  view 
in  advising  His  Excellency  on  the  subject 
would  be  to  clear  away  what  appeared  to  be 
misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the  Enio- 
peans,  and  come  to  a  clear  and  distinct  nnder- 
standing  as  to  what  the  Native  mind  was  in 
relation  to  this  movement — as  to  what  object 
tliey  had  for  making  their  agitation  assume  this 
form ;  so  that  the  Government  might  be  en- 
abled to  see  some  way  to  their  suggesting  a 
course  by  which  the  misapprehensions  referred 
to  might  effectually  be  removed.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  believed  there  were  great  misi^ 
prehensions  on  the  part  of  the  xtatives  as  to 
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what  the  Europeans  meant  bj  recognizing  the 
Qaeen's  supremacy.     It  was  naturally  a  subject 
on  which  donbta  and  difficulties  would  be  sug- 
gested to  their  minds  ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  GoTommcnt  to  clear  away  those  doubts  and 
place  a  satisfactory  exposition   before   them. 
One  conclusion  at  which  the  Qovemment  had 
arrived  was  this :  that  the  very  first  step  the 
GoTemment  onght  to  advise  His  Excellency  to 
(&ke  in  this  matter  ought  to  have  reference  to 
those  suspicions  on  the  subject  of  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  which  had  been  created  in  the 
Native  mind,  and  which  undoubtedly  did  to  a 
great  extent  underlie  the  whole  of  this  agitation. 
They  (the  Qovemment)   felt  that  the  Native 
jealousy  of  the  Europeans  in  reference  to  that 
subject  was  the  real  and  substantial  basis  of 
all  the  difficulties  which  lay  between  them  and 
the  Natives ;  and  they  would  advise  His  Excel- 
lency that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  in  entering 
into  any  negotiations  with  the  Natives  as  a  body 
— with  that  large  section  of  Natives  who  had 
not  been  engaged  in  actual  insurrection  against 
the  Crown — was  to  give  an  unmistakable  assur- 
ance that  all  land  sales  should  bo  stopped,  at 
least  for  the  present ;  and  that  there  should  be 
no  more  of  what  the  Natives  called  "  teasing  " 
about  the  sale  of  land ;  but  that,  for  a  time,  the 
Government  of  this  country  should  make  no 
attempt  to  induce  the  Natives  to  dispose  of 
land.    The  Oovemment  would  advise  that  this 
eooiae  should  be  carried  out,  with  one  slight 
exception — namely,  where,  to  a  certain  extent, 
sales  in  the  Provinces  of  Auckland  and  Wel- 
lington had  already  approached  towards  com- 
pletion ;  but  these  might  be  said,  geographically, 
to  Ue  on  the  outskirts,  and  not  to  afiect  the  real 
point  in  question.    The  Government  believed 
that  an  assurance  of  that  kind  given  to  the 
Natives  would  create  more'  confidence  in  their 
minds  than  any  other  proposition  that  could  be 
made  to  them.    These  were  facts  of  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  Waikato 
Committee   were   fully   aware;    and   nothing 
tended  so  greatly  to  destroy  the  confidence  of 
the  Natives  in  our  sincerity  in  those  social  and 
pohtical  measures  that  might  have  been  devised 
for  their  good  than  the  union  of  the  offices  of 
Native  8^:retary  and  Chief  Land  Purchaser  in 
the  same  person.     From  the  time  these  offices 
became  united  the  Natives   hEid  only  looked 
apon  the  Government  as  a  gigantic  land-broker ; 
and  any  endeavours  of  the  Govenmient  to  im- 
prove Uiem  socially  or  politically  were  always 
tainted  with  the  suspicion  that  the  ultimate 
object  was  to  obtain  their  land.    The  Govern- 
ment therefore    thought  that   that  suspicion 
ought  to  be  removed  from  the  Native  mind ; 
and  the  first  step  to  be  taken  to  attain  that  re- 
sult was  that  a  distinct  assurance  should  be 
given  to  the  Natives  that  no  attempt  would  be 
made  to  purchase  their  land  for  the  present, 
except  in  the  few  instances  he  had  mentioned. 
The  period  when  any  purchase  of  Native  land 
ihoald  take  place  could  not  be  determined  in 
point  of  time;  but  Qovemment  would  advise 
thai,  for  the  settlement  of  all  disputes,  there 
should  be  tribunals  established  for  the  investi- 
fiHa&ol  Native  titles,  which  would  b«  Battsfoo- 


tory  to  both  races.  And  when  those  tribunals 
should  have  been  established  in  accordance- 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Natives,  he  believed 
there  would  not  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  inducing  them  to  sell ;  for  it  was  his  opinion, 
in  the  words  of  an  infiuential  chief  of  ELawke's 
Bay  Province,  that,  whenever  some  equitable  - 
system  was  devised  between  the  Natives  and  the 
Government,  the  resumption  of  land  sales  would 
take  place,  and  that  all  the  Natives  who  were 
willing  to  sell  would  then  come  forward  and 
dispose  of  their  land.  The  constitution  of  tho8» 
tribunals  must  depend  upon  the  result  of  the 
consultation  of  the  Government  with  the  Na- 
tives ;  and  he  hoped  some  light  would  be  thrown 
on  the  subject  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  House  some  time  since  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  the  practicability  of 
establishing  such  tribunals.  One  result  of  the 
adoption  of  the  advice  the  Oovemment  would 
feel  bound  to  give  to  His  Etoellency  on  the 
stoppage  of  land  sales  and  the  establishment  of 
such  tribunals  would  be  the  suspension  of  the 
functions,  and  perhaps  the  final  abolition,  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Department.  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  usefulness  of  that  depeirt- 
ment  in  the  olden  days,  it  was  quite  clear  that 
it  possessed  no  efficient  machinery  for  the 
purchase  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  country 
at  the  present  time.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  tho  opinion  of  the  House 
that,  except  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up  past 
transactions,  and  putting  the  business  of  the 
department  in  order  for  the  tribunals  to  be 
appointed  to  take  it  up,  there  was  no  longer 
any  use  for  it.  Another  consequence  that 
might  probably  follow  from  the  apfiointment 
of  these  tribunals  was,  that,  if  it  was  thought 
expedient  hereafter  to  adopt  the  system  of 
direct  purchase,  there  could  be  little  difficulty 
to  establish  it  on  a  sound  and  permanent  basis, 
for  the  titles  investigated  and  certified  by  such 
a  tribunal  would  be  above  all  suspicion,  and 
could  lead  to  no  hesitation  as  to  their  adoption 
either  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment  or  the 
Natives.  That,  however,  was  a  part  of  the 
subject  that  could  be  more  properly  discussed 
at  a  future  day;  but  he  mentioned  it  as  a 
means  of  giving  an  opening  for  the  introduction 
of  the  direct-purchase  system.  Another  great 
advantage  that  would  result  from  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  tribunal  would  be  that  the 
Government  would  feel  itself  in  a  position  to 
interfere  and  prevent  those  internecine  wars 
which  had  hitherto  been  allowed  to  be  carried 
on  between  the  Native  tribes  in  this  Island 
in  regard  to  land.  He  was  aware  that  hitherto 
the  Home  Government  had  not  allowed  the 
Colonial  Government  to  interfere  for  the  pre- 
vention of  those  conflicts  among  Natives ;  out 
the  despatch  to  which  he  alluded  had  been 
written  at  a  time  when  no  such  tribunal  as 
that  which  he  proposed  was  in  existence,  and 
there  was  now  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Imperial  Government  would  acquiesce  with 
alacrity  in  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonial  Government  to  repress  these  quarrels, 
if  a  Court  for  the  investigation  of  Native  titles 
I. was   established,     l^ese   were   fundamental 
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matters,  by  which  the  GoTemment  wonld 
create  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the  Natives 
before  they  would  proceed  to  legislate  on 
either  social  or  political  qnestions.  There  was 
:  another  question — that  of  roads — on  which  the 
late  Colonial  Secretary  had  been  anxious  to 
know  the  opinion  of  the  Qovemment,  in  rela- 
tion to  how  far  they  would  advise  the  Qovemor 
in  carrying  out  his  declaration  to  the  Wai- 
katos  on  this  matter.  But  he  (Mr.  Fox)  ap- 
prehended that,  if  the  difficulties  arising  out 
of  Native  titles  and  of  the  sale  of  land  were 
removed,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  the  way  of  the  formation  of  rockdB,  more 
particularly  if  they  made  clear  to  the  Natives 
that  they  could  only  exercise  the  Queen's  pre- 
rogative as  at  Home,  by  purchasing  from  the 
owners  such  lands  as  might  be  required  for 
the  formation  of  roads,  at  a  price  to  be  affixed 
by  the  assessment  of  juries,  as  was  done  when 
land  was  required  for  a  railroad  at  Home ;  and, 
further,  that,  if  it  was  explained  that  the  Na- 
tives themselves  must  be  largely  employed  in 
the  construction  of  these  roads,  which  would 
involve  a  very  large  expenditure,  the  difficulty 
would  be  lessened.  The  only  ground  on  which 
jealousy  existed  on  the  subject  of  roads  in  the 
minds  of  the  Natives  was,  that  they  believed 
the  Government  first  wished  to  make  roads  that 
they  might  be  able  to  take  troops  into  the 
country ;  and,  second,  that  when  they  got  the 
troops  among  them  they  would  take  the  lands 
along  the  roads.  But  if  it  was  made  clear  to 
the  Natives  that  they  were  not  going  to  seize 
their  land,  and  that  troops  were  not  going  to 
be  used  against  them,  it  was  clear  they  would 
get  rid  of  the  only  difficulty  that  existed  in  the 
matter.  And  then  there  was  another  matter 
on  which  the  Government  bad  a  strong  opinion 
— they  ought  to  encourage  the  introduction 
among  the  Natives  of  political  institutions. 
No  doubt,  as  the  Governor  had  pointed  out,  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Natives  were  without  any 
government  except  that  loose  system  of  go- 
vernment which  existed  before  the  origination 
of  the  king  movement.  And  if  the  House 
wished  to  see  the  Native  race  advance  one  step 
beyond  that  state  of  communism — be  would  not 
use  any  of  those  stronger  terms  he  had  heard 
used  in  the  House — in  which  they  now  existed, 
they  must  provide  some  political  machinery 
and  organize  some  institutions  whereby  the 
Natives  might  be  enabled  to  work  out  their 
own  political  destiny.  What  those  should  be 
he  would  not  yet  say ;  but  they  must  be  an- 
alogous to  the  institutions  found  among  the 
Natives  at  present ;  they  must  take  as  much  of 
these  as  they  could  make  available  on  which 
to  base  the  supplemental  form  of  government 
that  should  bo  determined  on.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  foundation  of  those  political 
institutions  must  be  the  runanga  institution  of 
the  Natives — which  bore  a  remarkable  analogy 
to  the  institutions  of  the  Anglo-Saxons — ^which 
they  used  for  their  own  self-government,  and 
which  partook  of  the  character  of  municipal 
and  parliamentary  institutions  combined ;  and 
this  might  be  made  the  basis  of  governing  the 
Natives  in  a  very  facile  and  easy  manner. 
Mr.  Face 


These  were  the  leading  points  on  which  he 
would  advise  His  ExceUenoy's  negotiations 
with  the  Natives  to  be  based.  They  could  raily 
advise ;  for  he  never  supposed  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  do  anything  of  themselves  on  the 
Native  question.  In  regard  to  these  proposi- 
tions it  was  true  there  was  little  or  nothing  new. 
They  had  been  already  proposed  at  different 
times,  but  by  some  one  else ;  and  the  only  new 
proposal  the  Government  would  make  was  as  to 
the  mode  of  carrying  them  out.  The  Govern- 
ment proposed  that  these  negotiations  should 
come  before  the  Natives  as  with  the  full  au^io- 
rity  of  the  Government  of  the  country— that 
they  should  not  be  conducted  by  paper  mis- 
sives, setting  out  those  abstract  propositions 
which  the  Government  wished  to  carry  out,  bat 
face  to  face  with  the  Natives,  intercourse  being 
had  with  them  by  the  Native  Minister  perhaps, 
or  some  other  person  accredited  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  discuss  the  matter  vrith  the  Natives, 
and  so  to  explain  every  part  of  the  propositions 
to  them,  and  thus  create  a  confidence  in  tlie 
Native  mind  that  had  not  been  as  yet  created. 
If  the  Government  threw  itself  face  to  face 
with  the  Natives  into  these  negotiations,  be 
did  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficult 
in  '  preventing  those  Natives  not  already  in 
rebellion  from  taking  an  active  part  in  it. 
Then,  as  to  the  Natives  whom  he  would, 
call  for  the  time  "  insurgents,"  but  who  iud 
been  called  in  that  House  "rebels"  and  Uie 
"  enemy,"  the  Government  would  carry  ont 
the  resolutions  of  the  House,  which  was  all 
it  was  possible  for  them  to  do.  They  would 
give  all  the  weight  they  could  to  the  nego- 
tiations which  His  Excellency  might  enter 
into;  but,  as  the  House  had  placed  the  final 
decision  in  the  Governor's  hands,  it  was  not 
for  them  to  disturb  it.  However,  it  was  bis 
opinion  that  at  the  present  time  any  move- 
ment of  the  troops  at  His  Excellency's  dis- 
posal against  the  disturbed  districts  would  be 
attended  with  disastrous  results,  both  on  M- 
count-of  the  weather  and  the  number  of  troops 
that  would  be  engaged.  As  a  few  weeks  mast 
therefore  elapse  bisfore  any  active  warliliLe 
movement  could  take  place,  he  proposed  to 
put  the  insurgent  Natives  to  the  one  side  and 
proceed  to  negotiate  with  the  other  portions  as 
he  had  indicated.  He .  was  fully  convinced, 
from  information  of  no  common  character  be 
had  received,  that  the  difficulty  of  the  insnr- 
gent  Natives  would  be  overcome ;  for,  if  they 
could  induce  the  Natives  as  a  body  to  accede 
to  the  sale  of  land,  and  to  accept  of  political 
institutions,  there  would  be  little  trouble  in 
inducing  the  insurgent  Natives  to  come  in  and 
satisfy  to  the  full  the  terms  offered  by  His 
Excellency  to  the  Waikatos,  Taranakis,  and 
Ngatiruanuis.  The  Government  would  advise 
this ;  but  they  would  be  prepared,  when  the 
time  came,  in  His  Excellency's  opinion,  to  en- 
force the  fulfilment  of  those  terms  submitted  to 
them.  Much  must  depend  upon  the  report  of 
the  Defence  Committee  as  to  the  treatment  of 
the  Taranaki  and  Ngatiruemui  tribes,  and  also 
upon  the  decision  of  His  Excellency,  as  the 
representative  of  tiie  Imperial  QoTemmentand 
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Itaving  the  oontrol  and  direotioii  of  the  Imperial 
forces  in  the  colony.    But  that  did  not  shut  out 
the  negotiations  as  proposed  by  His  Excellency. 
Should  these  fail,  however,  and  the  time  come 
for  striking  a  blow,  the  OoTermnent  would  be 
prepared  to  advise  His  Excellency  to  proceed 
with  the  war,  and  would  conduct  it  with  vigour 
to  a  satisfactory  and  honourable  conclusion,  to 
be  terminated  only  by  a  peace  which  would  be 
creditable  to  the  British  nation.    But  there 
were  other  principles  besides  the  Native  ques- 
tion which  he  would  touch  upon  in  order  to 
put  the  House  in  possession  of  the  full  policy 
of  the  Government.     The  Government  proposed 
at  once  to  proceed  with  the  BiUs  before  the 
House  which  involved  no  principle  opposed  to 
that  held  by  the  Executive,  and  which  had 
passed  their  second  reading.    These  measures 
would  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  dur- 
ing the  week  that  must  elapse  before  the  Colo- 
nial  Treasurer    would   be  able   to  make    his 
Financial  Statement  and  lay  the  estimates  on 
the  table,  which  he  expected  to  be  able  to  do 
on  that  day  week — Tuesday.    There  were  some 
half-dozen   of   Bills   which   the   Government 
would  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House  and  invite 
legislation  upon.    Of  these  the  most  important 
was  an  Act  for  the  repeal  of  the  New  Provinces 
Act  to  the  extent  of  rendering  it  impossible  for 
amy  new  provinces  to  be  created   under  the 
powers   of  that  Act,   but  leaving  intact  that 
part  of  the  Act  which  provided  the  machinery 
of  government  in  the  new  provinces  already 
created  by  its  operations.    On  the  subject  of 
reannexation,  the  conclusion  the  Government 
had  arrived  at  was  this :  that  they  would  leave 
the  question  of  reannexation  of  the  new  pro- 
vinces, as  far  as  possible,  to  the  decisions  of 
the  new  provinces  themselves.    H  the  new  pro- 
vinces expressed  a  wish  to  be  reannexed  to  the 
three  large  provinces  from  which  they  had  been 
violently   disrupted,    the   Government   would 
render  every  facility  in  its  power  for  accom- 
plishing that  end ;  but  he  would  not  express  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  possible  or  desir- 
able to  effect  by  an  unconstitutional  method  of 
legislation — by  which  they  had  been  undoubt- 
edly separated — the  reannexation  of  these  new 
provinces.    But  if  the  question  came  to  be 
discussed  before  the  House,  the  Govommont 
would  endeavour  to  place  them  on  such  a  basis 
as  might  be  equitable  to  the  new  provinces  and 
satisfactory  to  the  old.    The  late  Government 
had  introduced  two  Bills — one  the  Provincial 
Audit  Bill,  the  other  the  Public  Expenditure 
Control  Bill — for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the 
unauthorized  expenditure  of  public  money.    It 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed with   those  Bills,  because  they  thought 
they  were  framed  in  a  spirit  contrary  to  the 
principle  embodied  in  the  Constitution  under 
which  the  Provincial  Governments  had  been 
created.    At  the  same  time,  the  Government 
recognized  the  necessity  for  preventing  an  un- 
authorized expenditure  of  the  public  moneys 
of  the- provinces,  and  would  introduce  a  mea- 
sure for  attaining  that  end  which  would  re- 
cognize to  the  full  the  rights  of  the  provinces 
to  direct  their  own  resources.    The  Bills  of  the 


late  Government,  on  the  contrary,  were  framed 
as  part  of  that  centralizing  policy  which  stmok 
at  the  basis  of  the  true  principles  of  provincial 
legislation.  The  second  Bill  the  Government 
would  introduce  would  be  to  restore  to  the  pro- 
vinces those  sixths  of  the  land  revenue  which 
the  late  Government,  in  direct  contravention  of 
the  compact  of  1856,  had  taken  from  them  by  the 
Act  of  1858.  The  Government  would  uphold 
the  financial  compact  entered  into  with  the 
Middle  Island ;  but  the  Act  of  1858  was  a  direct 
infringement  of  that  compact,  and  the  present 
Ministry  would  restore  those  sixths  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Executives,  and  prevent  their  being  a 
second  time  voted  away  from  them.  The  late 
Government  had  also  introduced  a  Bankruptcy 
Bill  of  875  clauses ;  and  if  ever  there  was  an 
instance  of  fitting  the  large  coat  on  the  small 
boy  in  colonial  legislation,  it  was  this  Bill.  It 
was  an  enormously  cumbrous  Bill,  introducing 
the  machinery  of  the  English  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy to  this  colony,  where,  as  yet,  it  was  not 
wanted ;  for,  from  the  conversation  he  had  had 
with  commercial  men,  his  opinion  was  that  a 
short  Bill,  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  clauses — such 
as  the  Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill, 
which  had  passed  the  House  last  session — would 
answer  all  the  purposes.  The  Arms  Act,  passed 
last  session,  expired  shortly,  and  must  be  re- 
newed. On  the  subject  of  the  District  Courts, 
some  legislation  must  take  place.  He  believed 
it  Was  the  general  opinion  that  these  Courts, 
besides  being  cumbrous  and  expensive,  had 
failed  in  effecting  the  object  for  which  they  had 
been  created  ;  and  it  would  only  be  necessary^ 
for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  ask  the  House  not' 
to  pass  the  estimates  for  the  District  Court 
Judges,  and  their  functions  would  cease.  But 
there  were  certain  outlying  districts  that  re- 
quired some  such  tribunals,  and  he  proposed  to 
re-enact  the  Besident  Magistrates'  Extension 
Act,  which  had  lapsed  when  the  District  Courts 
were  created,  to  meet  this  difficulty.  There 
was  one  other  subject  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer — the  relations  that  should  exist  between 
the  General  and  Provincial  Governments.  The 
Government,  when  in  opposition,  had  been 
charged  with  being  ultra  -  provincials.  Ha 
denied  this.  It  was  like  very  many  other  un- 
founded charges  that  had  been  made  in  and 
outside  the  House  for  political  purposes.  But, 
while  he  would  not  increase  the  powers  of  the 
Provincial  Governments,  he  would  strengthen 
them  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  they  already 
possessed,  and  would  encourage  the  freest  inter- 
course between  the  Provincial  Executives  and 
the  General  Executive.  In  conclusion,  he  had 
only  to  hope  that  the  Government  would  have 
a  fair  trial  at  the  hands  of  the  House,  and 
that  the  promises  so  often  made  by  the  mem.- 
bers  of  the  late  Government  when  in  office, 
that  they  would  offer  no  factious  opposition  to 
any  Ministry  that  might  be  formed,  would  be 
honestly  carried  out. 

Mr.  CARLETON  inquired  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  affording  any  relief  to  the 
old  pre-emption  land  claimants.  The  present 
Bill  was  manifestly  imperfect  and  unjust. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  suDject  had  not  yet  beea 
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brought  before  the  attention  of  the  Oovemment ; 
but,  with  reference  to  all  such  claims,  he  might 
aay  the  Government  would  be  prepared  to  deal 
in  a  most  liberal  manner. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  there  were  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  the  present  Ministry  who,  at 
the  time  of  accepting  ofiice,  were  Superinten- 
dents of  provinces ;  and  be  wanted  to  know  if, 
since  their  acceptance  of  seats  in  the  Executive, 
they  had  resigned  the  offices  of  Superinten- 
dents, or  whether  they  would  do  so. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  would  give  an  answer  simi- 
lar to  that  given  in  1856  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City — that  the  two  gentle- 
men would  continue  to  hold  both  offices  to  the 
end  of  the  session,  when  they  would  elect  which 
'  they  should  retain. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BANK  BILL. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
New  Zealand  Bank  Bill. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FIRTH.— Sir,  I  do  not  exactly  know  how 
we  stand  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  am 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee,  and  brought 
up  the  report ;  and,  having  had  charge  of  the 
Bill,  I  understood  I  was  to  move  the  second 
reading.  However,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  tiJcing  the  work  out 
of  my  hands. 

Mr.  WOOD. — I  beg  your  pardon.  I  went  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  (Mr.  Firth)  to  ask  him  what  course  should 
be  adopted,  and  I  understood  that  I  was  to 
move  the  second  reading.  I  appeal  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  East, 
who  was  talking  to  his  colleague  (Mr.  Firth)  at 
the  time,  whether  it  was  not  understood  that  I 
was  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RUSSELL. —  Since  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  appealed  to  me,  all  I  have  to 
say  is  that  I  did  not  at  all  understand  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  to  move  the  second 
reading.  I  simply  understood  that  it  was  to  go 
on  to-day,  and  not  that  he  was  to  movo  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WOOD.- 1  certainly 

Mr.  FIRTH.— I  never  heard  such  a  thing 
mentioned. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WOOD. — Perhaps  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Pirth),  who 
said  I  was  wrong  in  moving  the  second  reading, 
would  say  now  who  is  to  propose  that  the  Bill 
do  go  into  Committee,  and  who  is  to  conduct  it 
through  Committee. 

Mr.  FIRTH. — I  am  prepared  to  go  on  with 
the  Bill,  as  I  had  the  conduct  of  it  in  Select 
Committee. 

Mr.  WOOD.— Very  weU. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
thaBiU. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendment, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

BANK  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILL. 
Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill,  and 
Mr.  Fox 


was  proceeding  to  refer  to  the  prosperoos  state 
of  that  banking  corporation,  when 

Mr.  STAFFORD  called  him  to  order,  lb* 
question  before  the  Chair  was  the  New  Zealand 
Bank  Bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON. —  I  am  afnid  the 
honourable  gentleman's  mind  is  a  little  con- 
fused to-day. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  did  not 
wonder  at  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Stafford) 
feeling  somewhat  confused  when  they  found 
two  members  of  the  Government  in  succession 
rise  and  propose  private  Bills.  These  were 
money  Bills,  aSeoting  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  the  well-defined  duty  of  ths 
Government  to  watch  these  and  all  private 
measures  on  behalf  of  the  public.  But  ths 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  shewn  unseemly  baits 
in  identifying  the  Government  with  a  Bill 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  a  private  membei ; 
then  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  (Mr.  Williamson)  immediately  got  op 
and  proposed  another  banking  Bill.  He  (Mr. 
Richmond)  thought  the  House  should  under- 
stand exactly  the  position  of  the  Qovemmeiit 
in  regard  to  private  business,  when  they  saw 
two  members  act  in  so  unconstitutional  a 
manner. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  he  would  withdraw 
from  conducting  the  measore,  which  had 
hitherto  been  intrusted  to  him,  if  an  objeotian 
was  raised ;  but  he  thought  instances  could  b« 
shown  in  which  the  members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  identified  themselves  with  pri- 
vate Bills. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  Ap- 
portionment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port made  an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Naturalization    Bill,    Resident   Magistrates 
Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHABGED. 
Bankruptcy  Bill. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS 

(MARLBOROUGH)  BILL. 
The    Naval    and    Military    Settlers    (Mad- 
borough)  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

The  Hotise  adjonmed  at  three  o'clock  pjn. 
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HOUSE  OF  BEPBESBNTATIVBS. 

Wednesday,  17t%  July,  1861. 


Btatomant  —  Finance  —  Iisnd  Bavnrae 

Apntopitetion  Act  Amendmant  BlU— Seleot  Oom- 
niitte»— Ije«Te  of  AbMnoe— Debtors'  and  Credi- 
ton*  Composition  Bill— Chanfe  against  Mr.  0.  W. 
Biebmona — ^Adjournment — Crown  Grants — New 
Zealand  Bank  Bill— Bank  of  New  Bonth  Wales 
Bill— Otago  and  Bonthland  Foblie  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill— Second  Beadings— Besldent  Ma- 
gistratee  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill— Begiitra- 
tiott  of  Eleotors  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

Jb.  Sfbaxbb  took  ttk«  «bMr  Kt  five  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATBBIENT. 

Ht.  OllZIIili,  in  uking  the  Native  Minister, 
WlMther ,  and  on  what  day,  he  will  be  prepared  to 
lay  befoie  the  Honte  hia  viewg  as  to  the  ma- 
nsgnnnnt  o{  Native  afbiis? — said  he  put  this 
qaestioB  because  it  vras  generally  believed  that 
ibe  Native  Minister  held  views  on  the  Native 
^MStion  peouUar  to  himself,  having  given  a 
iolitKy  "No"  when  the  rest  of  ^e  House 
agnad  with  the  Govetnment.  It  was  there- 
ton  desirable  that  the  House  should  know  if 
ths  hanoazable  gantlenum  was  prepared  to  carry 
sot  his  own  views  or  those  of  his  colleagues. 

Hr;  MANTELLi  said  that,  after  the  very  full 
itatomsnt  made  by  the  Attotney-Oeneral  of 
thsiiooiiuMm  views  on  Native  affuni,  he  mi^t 
be  justified  in  assoming  that  the  real  gist  of  the 
peasnt  question  came  from  the  solitary  "No" 
wiiioh  he  had  given  on  the  occasion  lefened 
tOk  He  had  bMtd  very  many  different  inter- 
rwhtions  pot,  oat-of-doors,  on  the  resolutions 
of  file  Qovenunent,  and  he  gave  tiiat  "No"  so 
that  he  might  be  quite  free  to  disclaim  having 
Msented  to  that  address  under  any  other  mean- 
ing than  that  which  he  took  it  to  convey. 
Whether  his  views  on  Native  affairs  were  in 
aoeoidance  with  those  of  hie  colleagues  re- 
mained to  be  found  out ;  but  up  to  the  present 
momsnt  he  believed  they  were  in  perfect  har- 
mony. The  moment  when  his  views  became 
nnaooeptable  to  His  Excellency  he  should  quit 
the  place  he  held;  and  if  his  views  should 
be  foond  to  differ  from  those  of  his  colleagues 
he  should  not  disguise  his  position  from  the 
Home. 

FINANCE. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
VHiethet  the  Oovemment  intend  to  take  any, 
and  what,  steps  in  reference  to  the  Audit  Bill, 
and  the  Bill  to  oontrol  the  expenditure  of  publio 
nwn^  without  ttie  authority  of  law? 

Mr.  WOOD  replied  that,  as  the  Attomey- 
Qeneial  had  yesterday  stated,  the  Oovemment 
wonld  brin^  in  a  Bill  for  this  purpose,  but  oa  a 
dilieiant  prmoi^e. 

UND  REVENUE  APPROPRIATION  ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Dr.  PEATHEBSTON,  in  moving  for  leave  to 

bnng  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  clauses  6  and  6  of  "The 

I«nd  Revenue  Ajqpiopriation  Act,  1858,"  said 

the  Act  of  which  he  sought  to  repeal  pajrt  was 

I*sied  in  1858,  when,  excepting  the  Speaker, 

1861— H 


all  the  Wellington  members  were  absent.  By 
it  the  General  Oovenunent  was  authorised  to 
retain  one-sixth  of  the  land  revenue  of  all  the 
psovinoes  of  tiiis  Island.  The  northern  mem- 
bers had  always  considered  that  as  a  violation 
of  the  compact  between  the  Northern  and 
Sonthem  Islands  entered  into  in  1856,  under 
wUeh  it  waa  agreed  that  not  merely  the  entire 
administraiticn  of  the  waste  lands,  but  also  the 
whole  of  the  land  revenue,  should  be  handed  to 
the  provinces.  Xjast  session  he  had  introduced 
a  Bill  to  repeal  tuose  clauses  anthotizing  tha 
Qovemment  to  retain  one-sixth.  That  Bill  waa 
twice  introduced  and*  carried  by  large  majori- 
ties, but  was  rejected  by  tile  L^islauve  Coun- 
cil. At  the  close  of  the  session  an  understanding 
was  come  to  that  if  he  succeeded  in  getting  it 
passed  next  session,  so  far  as  the  then  Oovem- 
ment was  concerned,  no  further  opposition 
wonld  be  offered  on  tiieir  part.  The  i>resent 
was  precisely  the  same  Bill,  and,  if  carried,  ha 
should  introduce  another  to  hand  over  the  one- 
sixth  to  the  provinces. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  protested  against  tha 
VMMSount  of  "  The  Land  Revenue  AnpropriatioB 
Act,  1668,"  and  ita  purposes  given  by  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  knew  noth- 
ing of  such  a  compact  between  the  two  Islands 
as  the  honourable  member  had  mentioned.  Ha 
protested  against  tiiat  mode  of  representing  tha 
resolutions  and  determinations  of  this  House ; 
and,  while  he  would  be  behind  no  member  of 
the  House  in  maintaining  faith  on  financial 
matters,  yet  he  protested  against  that  very 
false  view  of  the  aotion  of  this  House,  and  A 
the  position  which  members  occupied  in  it  as 
representatives  of  New  Zealand,  which  waa 
implied  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellingtcm.  There  were  some  ob- 
servations of  the  honourable  member  whioh, 
from  the  low  tone  he  spdce  in,  he  (Mr.  Rich- 
mond) did  not  catch,  but  he  thought  the 
honourable  member  was  speaking  of  some  un- 
derstanding come  to  last  session,  to  which  hA 
(Mr.  Richmond)  did  not  assent.  [The  honour- 
able member  then  referred  to  the  great  incon- 
venience suffered  by  members  at  both  ends  of 
the  House  from  the  new  position  of  the  Minis- 
terial seats.  He  would  submit  to  the  House 
that  it  was  a  desirable  thing  to  adhere  to  the 
time-honoured  practice  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  the  Treasury  benches  should  be 
in  some  well-known  part  of  the  House,  and 
shoold  be  those  left  by  the  out-going  Ministers. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  given  as  a  reason 
for  the  change  that  there  was  too  strong  a  glare 
of  light  on  those  seats ;  but  somebody  must  sit 
in  the  light,  and  should  not  the  Oovemment  of 
the  colony  be  able  to  endure  the  greatest  pos- 
sible glare  of  light?  The  late  Ministry  had  en- 
dured it  for  five  years,  and  the  country  had 
found  out  all  sorts  of  blemishes  in  them,  and  he 
invited  the  present  Ministers  to  assume  the 
same  exposed  position.] 

Mr.  FOX  had  hoped  to  have  seen  his  honour- 
able friend  the  Chairmein  of  the  House  Oom- 
n^ittee  rise  to  speak  on  this  question,  as  the 
arrangements  of  the  House  were  to  a  certain 
extent  under  his  charge.    He  (Mr.  Fox)  was  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


178    Land  Bevenue  Apjajropriation  ^  [ROVSE.]     AetAmeriflmentBiU,    [JvhY  11 


Aware  that  there  was  anything  time-honoored 
about  those  seats  in  oonneotion  with  those  who 
had  filled  them  for  the  last  five  years.  Those 
seats  were  extremely  inconvenient  and  unplea- 
sant, especially  with  re([ard  to  the  dra^ht 
o{  the  door.  Moreover,  in  the  early  sessions 
those  were  not  the  Ministerial  seats,  which 
had  occupied  two  or  three  places  before  being 
moved  there.  The  late  Ministry  had  only  three 
members  in  this  House ;  the  present  had  five, 
and  could  not  have  found  room  under  the  old 
arrangement.  But  he  should  be  sorry  if  the 
present  Ministry's  position  in  this  House  should 
mcommode  any  one,  and  would  suggest  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  House  Committee.  With 
regard  to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  he  would 
merely  at  present  remind  them  that  in  the  long 
discussions  of  last  session  they  had  the  able 
assistance  of  Mr.  Sewell,  part  of  whose  policy 
the  compact  of  1856  was.  And  the  House  would 
bear  in  mind  how  distinctly  that  honourable 
member  affirmed  his  full  conviction  that  in 
1856  he  understood  the  arrangement  to  be  a 
compact,  and  that  otherwise  he  would  have 
been  no  party  to  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  if  any  blame  was 
due  to  any  one  for  the  present  arrangement  of 
seats,  it  should  fall  on  nim,  for  he  had  nego- 
tiated the  private  arrangement  for  the  exchange 
of  those  seats,  an  exchange  which  both  parties 
were  justified  in  making ;  but,  as  it  appeared 
not  to  bo  a  convenient  arrangement,  he  should 
be  glad  to  listen  to  any  proposal  for  bettering 
it.  As  to  the  time-honoured  seats  referred  to, 
they  appeared  to  be  more  honoured  by  the 
breach  than  the  observanoe.  He  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  (Dr. 
Featherston)  that  the  financial  arrangements 
of  1856  were  in  the  nature  of  a  compact 
between  the  two  Islands  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  Company's  debt.  The  half -million  loan 
was  a  matter  of  so  much  difficulty,  as  afiecting 
the  interests  of  the  two  Islands  separately,  that 
when  passed  into  law  they  were  bound  to  con- 
sider it  as  an  arrangement  binding  on  all  par- 
ties then  representmg  the  two  Islands.  He 
had  voted  with  the  honourable  the  mover  last 
session,  and  should  do  so  again.  He  did  not 
deny  the  right  of  the  House  to  alter  those  ar- 
rangements, for  of  course  it  possessed  supreme 
legislative  power ;  but  he  submitted  that,  if,  in 
any  financial  arrangements  made  by  this  House, 
rights  were  created  as  between  the  different 
portion^  of  the  colony  in  their  relations  to  the 
colony,  it  ought  to  be  serious  reasons  indeed 
that  should  induce  a  future  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  alter  them  without  the  free  assent 
of  all. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  was  glad  an  arrangement 
was  come  to  to  give  the  Ministers  new  seats, 
and  trusted  the  House  Committee  would  find 
seats  for  the  late  Ministers,  who  had,  at  pre- 
sent, driven  him  out  of  his  seat. 

Mr.  WILSON  condenmed  reference  to  per- 
sonal lineaments  and  defects  being  made  in 
the  House.  He  hoped  that  in  the  arrangement 
about  to  be  made  the  convenience  of  the  inde- 
pendent members  would  be  considered,  which 
certainly  was  not  the  case  at  present,  w  dis- 
Mr.  Fox 


oussions  had  gone  on  which  ought  to  have  b«en 
public,  but  which  honourable  memb^  at  his 
end  of  the  House  could  not  hear  at  aU. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that,  as  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  honoiix- 
able  the  mover — ^whioh  was  not  very  wdl — ^he 
understood  him  to  refer  to  two  circnmstanoes, 
on  one  of  which  his  own  imjKession  waa  in 
accord;  to  the  other  he  dissented.  That  in 
which  he  agreed  was  when  the  hononiabI« 
member  refenred  to  an  understanding,  or  rather 
an  intimation,  given  by  a  member  of  the  Minis- 
try  last  session,  that  if  after  a  general  electioo 
it  should  be  the  opinion  of  a  majority  (^  the 
representatives  of  the  colony  that  the  Act 
should  be  repealed,  they  (the  late  Ministiy) 
would  not  oppose  it.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  be- 
lieved that  promise  was  made  by  himself  spon- 
taneously, and  perhaps  his  honourable  fnead 
the  member  for  New  Plymouth  might  not  hsw 
been  conversant  with  it.  At  the  same  time 
he  (Mr.  Stafford)  thought  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary was  hardly  warranted  in  stating  that  the 
members  of  the  Northern  Island  had  always 
considered  the  Act  as  it  now  stood  as  am  in- 
fringement of  the  compact  of  1856 ;  for  that  vary 
Act  was  passed  unammously  by  a  House  coo- 
taining  a  large  majority  of  uie  members  <d  tb» 
Northern  Island,  only  one  member  having  even 
expressed  a  doubt  concerning  it.  Two  honour- 
able  gentlemen  then  present  held  seats  in  tbe 
present  Ministry — at  least,  he  believed  so ;  foe 
the  Attorney -General  had  twice  mentioned 
five  as  being  the  number  of  Ministers  having 
seats  in  this  House,  whereas  he  had  six,  and  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  know  who  the  nnlockj 
member  was  that  was  omitted.  But  the  poitioa 
of  the  Act  sought  to  be  repealed  was  not  fairly 
described  as  a  breach  of  contract.  The  reeolo- 
tions  of  1856  left  to  the  House  the  power  of  de- 
termining at  any  future  time  that  particular 
portions  of  the  land  revenue  of  any  province 
might  be  allocated  for  the  benefit  of  uiat  pro- 
vince and  that  province  alone.  The  spirit  of 
them  was  that  the  land  revenue  collected  in  any 
province  should  not  be  taken  outside  of  it,  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  always  adheie  to 
that  principle ;  but  they  intimated  that  there 
might  be  stipulations  attached  to  the  nu^nner 
in  which  that  revenue  was  made  available 
within  the  province  itself.  That  was  what  the 
Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  had  done 
with  reference  to  the  provinces  of  the  Northern 
Island,  and,  whether  done  wisely  or  not,  it  waa 
not  a  breach  of  the  resolutions  of  1856  except 
in  this  particular :  that  the  operation  of  these 
clauses  was  not  limited  to  the  proceeds  of  land 
bought  under  the  loan.  If  it  had  been  so 
limited  tbe  Act  would  have  been  a  perfectly 
fair  and  legitimate  one  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it 
was  made  to  seise  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  land,  considerable  portions  of  which 
were  obtakined  outside  the  loan,  and  were  Crown 
property  before  the  loan  was  heard  of.  As  tax 
as  those  lands  went  there  was  just  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  Act.  He  had  held  this 
opinion  for  some  time,  and  had  expressed  it 
before.  He  was  perfectly  ready  to  abide  by  the 
dMiaion  of  the  country ;  and,  though  he  might 
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lune  Iiii  own  opinicns  m  to  the  wisdom  ol  tli« 
tittn,  they  would  not  pievent  him  aasenting 
-OwuiaU^  to  tbe  deoisian  of  the  House. 

Hi.  WABD  said  the  amuigement  of  18S6  was 
something  more  than  an  agreement;  he  knew 
no  name  less  strong  than  a  compact  by  whioh 
to  designate    it.     It   was    something   much 
sfaonger  tbui  a  mere  agreement  of  the  mem- 
bers who  happened  to  be  in  at  the  time.     In 
■^wstions  between  two  provinces  it  had  been  the 
eostom  for  the  monb^  of  those  provinces  to 
lay  their  heads  together  and  come  to  a  general 
Miolntion,  by  which  they  bound  the  whole  pio- 
vinees  which  they  represented.   It  was  admitted 
«n  all  sides  of  the  House  that  the  different  pro- 
vinces and  the  different  Islands  had  separate  in- 
terests, and,  in  order  not  to  interfere  with  the 
intensts  of  any,  it  was  necessary  that  the  rights 
■cl  each  should  be  settled  and  asoertained  by 
agreement  amongst  them  all.    In  a  full  House 
in  1856,  when  the  subject  of  the  finances  of  the 
«Qlo!ty  was  fully  before  the  House,  the  mem- 
beiB  of  each  province  agreed  there  and  then  to 
m  outline,  or,  rather,  a  full  dcetch,  of  the  finan- 
cial policy  which  did,  in  their  opinion,  full  jus- 
tice to  the  interests  of  all  the  provinces  of  both 
Islands.    When  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
indoised  that  agreement  it  accepted  certain 
conditions  of  the  whole  of  the  provinces  con- 
cerning one  another.    A  compact  was  entered 
into  between  the  provinces  of  the  colony — a 
.compact  to  this  extent:  that,  whereas  an  ordi- 
aaiy  agreement  might  be  altered  by  a  further 
nsolntion  of  the  House,  this  was  one  which,  in 
ihe  absence  of  the  representatives  of  any  one 
wovinoe,  it  was  improper  for  the  rest  of  the 
House  to  deal  with.    As  well  might  the  Hiddle 
Island,  in  the  absence  of  the  Nelson  members, 
agree  to  take  further  liabilities  on  it,  as  the 
Honse,  in  the  absence  of  the  Wellington  mem- 
bers, agree  to  this  Act  affecting  the  revenues  of 
that  province.    The  honourable  member  who 
had  last  spoken  had  said  that  one  part  of  the  re- 
solnticai  of  18S6  was  that  the  Land  Fund  should 
be  snbjeot  to  provincial  appropriation ;  but  it 
was  not  provincial  appropriation  for  this  Honse 
to  take  part  of  the  funds  and  appropriate  it. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Wellington  members  the 
moneys  of  Wellington  had  been  dealt  with  ;  eind, 
althongh  the  rest  of  the  members  agreed  to  the 
jasmng  of  the  Act,  it  was  a  fair  request  on  the 
|iart  of  the  province  unrepresented  to  say,  "  Our 
interests  were  oonsidered  in  that  compact,  but 
in  this  alteration  our  interests  were  not  con- 
sidered ;  we  therefore  claim  to  be  put  back  on 
the  basis  of  the  resolutionB  of  1856."    He  was 
glad  to  hear  that  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  wonid  not  object  to  its  being 
passed ;  for  otherwise  it  would  have  been  not 
fnlfiUing  the  understanding  given  at  the  close 
of  last  session. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  rose  to  explain  that 
he  had  given  no  pledge  not  to  oppose  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  member  was  mistaken. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

SELECT  COMMITTKB. 
UaiTAfiT  Dkfbrcb.— On  the  motion  of  Dr. 
7EATHBB8TON,  it  was  agreed.  That  the 


name  of  Mr.  Fox  be  added  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Defence. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  waa 
agreed.  That  the  name  of  Mr.  J.  0.  Biohmond 
be  added  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Military 
Defence. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  rising  to  move,  That 
leave  of  absence  be  granted  to  Mr.  Oillies  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session,  said  he  sincerely 
regretted  having  to  make  this  motion.  He  had 
been  in  very  great  hopes  that  the  hononiable 
member  would  have  been  able  to  attend  at 
some  time  before  the  end  of  the  session  in  his 
place  in  this  House.  He  was  oerteun  that  any 
one  who  was  a  member  of  the  last  Parliament, 
and  remembered  the  distinguished  part  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedm  Country 
District  took  in  its  debates,  must  regret  that 
circumstances  prevented  his  attending  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
maa  by  last  mail,  in  whioh  he  desired  him  to 
make  ihe  present  motion,  and  stated  that  if  it 
were  possible  for  him  to  come  up  before  the 
close  of  the  present  session  he  wotud  do  so. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DEBTORS'  AND  CREDITOBS'  COMPOSI- 
TION BILL. 

Mr.  BRANDON,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  facilitate  compositions  between 
debtors  and  their  creditors,  said  this  was  the 
same  Bill  that  was  before  the  House  last 
session.  The  prinoiple  of  it  was  that  when  a 
debtor  found  it  impossible  to  fulfil  his  erigage- 
ments  he  might  petition  the  Supreme  Court 
for  ein  order  for  protection,  havmg  obtained 
whioh  a  meeting  of  his  creditors  should  be 
called,  to  whom  he  should  submit  the  mode  in 
which  he  proposed  to  make  his  arrangements 
and  wind  np  his  affairs.  The  arrangement 
would  then  be  made  a  proceeding  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  the  winding-up  of  the 
estate  be  conducted,  as  it  were,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Judge ;  after  which  a  cer- 
tificate would  be  given  by  the  Judge  releasing 
the  debtor  from  his  engagements. 

Mr.  FOX  said  this  was  the  Bill  to  which  he 
alluded  yesterday  as  a  substitute  for  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Bill.  He  was  not  at  that  time  awarft 
that  his  honourable  friend  had  given  notice  of 
the  measure  on  his  own  account. 

Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  MB.  C.  W.  RICHMOND. 
Mr.  WELD  moved,  That  a  Select  ConmiittiM 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  charge  preferred  against  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  (Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond)  by  Dr.  Pea- 
therston,  member  for  the  City  of  Wellington, 
in  his  reply  upon  his  motion  on  the  14th  June 
for  the  production  of  correspondence  between 
the  Govenmient,  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand, 
and  Mr.  Parris ;  the  Committee  to  consist  o{ 
Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Fitzh^rbert,  Mr.  Wilson» 
G.B.,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Creyke,  Mr.  Benall, 
-and  the  mover.    The  honoaiabl«  member,  iix 
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moTing  thia  motion,  did  not  wish  the  ques- 
tion prejudged  by  entering  into  any  discus- 
sion on  it  at  the  present  time.  He  desired 
to  leave  it  in  tiie  hands  of  the  honourable 
members  who  should  be  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  charge,  as  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  New  Plymouth  desired  the 
fullest  investigation  into  such  charge  made 
against  him  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington,  He  hoped  tiiat  any  honourable 
member  of  this  House,  when  charges  were 
made  against  himself,  would  always  evince  a 
willingness  to  allow  them  to  be  sifted  to  the 
bottom.  They  ought  to  guard  the  character  of 
pablio  men.  As  he  had  before  observed,  their 
charaoters  were  pnbUc  property — ^more  espeoi- 
ally  the  character  of  one  who  had  taken  such 
a  prominent  part  in  this  House.  If  such  a 
oharge  oould  oe  proved,  he  would  be  unfit  to 
hold  his  seat  in  this  House,^  and  as  such  he 
would  be  also  unfit  for  the  society  of  gentle- 
men. He  trusted  both  sides  of  the  House 
would  agree  with  his  motion.  Mri  Parris  had 
arrived,  and  there  was  an  opportunity  afforded 
to  investigate  the  matter.  It  was  due  to  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, it  waa  due  to  the  House,  and  it  was 
due  to  the  country  that  a  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate inquiry  should  be  gone  into ;  and  this 
should  be  done  without  any  desire  of  itialring  it 
a  party  question.  He  (Mr.  Weld)  disclaimed 
bemg  actuated  by  party  motives  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  was  sorry  he  had  not  conferred 
with  the  Speaker,  as  he  was  desirous  to  see 
both  him  Mid  the  Ohurman  of  Oommittees 
on  the  Committee.  With  permission  of  the 
House  he  would  add,  "  with  power  to  call  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records ;  and  to  bring  up 
the  report,  evidence  included,  on  this  day  fort- 
night." 

Dr.  PEATHEBSTON  begged  to  observe  that 
he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion,  but  to 
express  the  pleasure  he  felt  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made;  and  if  it  was  proved  that 
the  charges  which  he  had  made  were  utterly 
unfounded,  he  should  be  willing  to  apologize 
for  any  accusations  which  he  had  made  agamst 
the  honourable  member. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  till  Tuesday  next.  The 
honourable  member  remarked  that  there  was 
very  little  business,  except  of  a  formal  charac- 
ter, for  the  next  two  sitting-days,  and  the  Oo- 
▼emment  were  under  a  very  heavy  pressure  at 
the  present  time  in  preparing  for  the  Financial 
Statement  for  Tneeday,  and  there  were  several 
other  matters  that  required  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  agreed  vrith  the  honourable 
member  in  reference  to  the  adjournment,  with 
the  proviso  that  the  House  might  assemble  to- 
morrow in  order  that  the  names  might  be 
added  to  the  Committee  moved  for  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot,  which  would 
enable  them  to  proceed  with  the  investigation. 
It  the  members  of  the  Committee  already  named 
.Mr.  Weld 


in  the  motion  assembled,  they  would  probaUf 
object  to  proceed  till  the  Committee  wag  maU 
up.  If  thu  was  done,  he  should  oSer  no  forthqc 
opposition  to  an  adjournment  on  the  grouatf. 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  at  the  heal 
of  the  Government. 

On  this  understanding,  Mr.  FOX  withdrew 
his  motion. 

CROWN  GKANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOIiLIE,  it  was  aoeadt. 
That  the  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the  HooW' 
of  all  Crown  grants  issued  or  in  oottrse  of  pn> 
pantion  to  Native  subjeote  of  Her  Mueaty  b^ 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  Honae. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BANK  BrLL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  tba  wfad* 
House  on  the  New  Zealand  Bank  BtU  ww 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a- 
third  time  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILIi. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill 
wae  adopted  by  the  House,  and  tiie  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

OTAQO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DBOT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  ^ 
portianment  Bill  was  reoommitted,  fnrtlNr- 
oonsidered  in  Committee,  reported  to  tiw 
Hocuse  with  amendments,  tiad  tne  adoption  of 
the  report  made  an  order  of  the  day  foe  t»>- 
morrow. 

SECOND  READINaS. 
•    Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill,  Lost  Land 
Orders  Bill. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  OBDINANaS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the- 
Resident  Magistrates  OrdinMica  Amendment- 
BiU. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  Bt- 
again. 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS  ACT  18GS- 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  tiia 
Registration  of  EUeotois  Act  1868  Amendment- 
BiuT 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  tik 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
eight  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thur$day,  18th  July,  1861. 

Iieave  of  Absenoo— Boyal  Prerogative  of  Maief— 
Third  Beading— First  Beadlngs. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  ehaji  at  tw» 
o'clock. 

Tauaaa. 
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LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

'  On  the  motion  of  tlie  Hon.  Mr.  CUTFIEIiD, 
Uun  of  absenoe  was  granted  to  the  Hon.  Six 
Osborne  Oibbes  for  eight  days,  oommenoing 
on  the  19tb  instant. 

ROYAL  PEBKOGATTTE  OP  MEROY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB,  in  reference  to 
file  motion  standing  in  his  name,  of  which  he 
hid  given  notice  on  the  last  day  the  Council 
net,  stated  that  it  was  unnecessary  he  should 
sake  any  lengthened  observationa  on  the  mat- 
ter, as  he  understood  there  was  no  objection 
Offered  to  them  by  the  Government.  But  he 
mold  mention  that  one  of  those  motions  re- 
letred  to  a  question  on  which  it  was  most 
Innmtent  this  CoanoU  should  have  the  fullest 
ifuormation,  as  it  involved  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
Mgative  in  remitting  fines  and  penalties.  At  a 
totore  time  he  might  have  occasion  to  enlaixe 
9n  the  subject ;  meanwhile  be  would  simmy 
Sum,  That  the  correspondence  between  the 
Qenenl  Qovermnent  and  the  Acting  Resident 
Magistiate  at  Wellington  relative  to  the  re- 
miffiion  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  of 
.a  fine  inflicted  upon  the  Inspector  of  Police, 
irith  a  copy  of  the  depositions  in  the  case  of 
Kewiy  Venus  Atcheson,  be  printed.  Also,  that 
a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Government  to  the 
moit  of  the  Rodent  Magistrate  on  the  case 
<n  Newiy  txrstu  Atcheson;  also  any  correspon- 
dtnee  between  the  Colonial  Government  and 
file  Superintendent  of  Wellington  on  that  case ; 
Hk  copies  of  any  documents  purporting  to 
dde^ate  to  Superintendents  the  power  of  re- 
mittisg  fines   and  penalties,  be  laid  on  the 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEK  seconded  the  motion, 
dtsernng  that  the  Qovemment  had  no  objeo- 
titfti  to  offer. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

THIRD  READING. 
'Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
'.'Haval  and  Military  Settlers  (Marlborough) 
Sin,  New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales  Bill. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEE8ENTATIVBS. 
Tkundof/,  lath  Jvly,  1S61. 


OMtoms— Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  Amend- 
nant  BUI— Fint  Beading— Pensioners'  Olaima— 
Mativ*  Aflain  —  Belaet  Oonunltteei— Seoond 
Beadios— Land  Purchase    Native  ASain. 

Xr.  Sfbazkb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PUTZBS. 

'  CUSTOMS. 

JVr- O'NEILL  aaked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
VRiether  or  not  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
^ttnment  to  introduce  during  the  present  ses- 


sion »  meMure  for  amending  the  Costomt 
tarifi  7  The  honourable  member  seid  it  would 
he  easily  understood  why  he  put  the  qnertioa 
a  second  time  on  the  paper.  Some  of  the 
honouiafale  gentlemen  on  the  Treamuty  benohes 
were  known  to  hold  different  views  to  the  late 
Government  with  regard  to  the  existing  taiiS ; 
and  it  was  only  fur  to  the  Honse  and  to 
the  public  that  they  should  be  apprisad  of  the 
fact.  Out-of-doors  some  of  the  members  <^ 
the  Government  had  expressed  difiexent  viewt« 
and  he  thought  it  fair  that  the^  diould  state 
what  theiz  intentions  were  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  WOOD,  in  repljr  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  question,  said  he  should  take  no 
notice  of  reports  out-of-doon.  They — the  pre- 
sent MinistiT— had  heard  nothing  of  sndh  re- 
ports. .  On  Tuesday  next  they  had  promised 
to  lay  their  Financial  Statement  before  ths 
Honse,  and  he  should  take  that  opportunity  to 
explain  the  line  of  policy  in  this  respect  which 
they  intended  to  pursue. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOB  DEBT  OBDINANOB 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  BRANDON  aaked  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Ordinance  of  tiie  late  Legia- 
lative  Council  intituled  "  An  Ordin«nce  for  th« 
Relief  of  Persons  imprisoned  for  Debt."  He 
briefly  explained  its  objects,  which  were  t« 
enable  persons  imprisoned  for  debts  between 
£20  and  £100  to  petitian  for  relief  as  when  the 
Supreme  Court  had  had  jurisdiction  in  such 
oases,  but  which  they  could  not  do  under  the 
District  Courts  Act  of  1868.  The  Bill  would 
also  oompel  persons  arrested  for  debt  to  make 
a  lull  statement  of  all  debts  due  to,  and  of  real 
estate  possessed  by  them,  and  empowered  tita 
presiding  Judge  to  deal  with  suoh  real  estate 
as  part  of  the  assets  of  the  debtw  for  the  benefit 
of  the  creditors.  The  Bill  also  contemplated 
empowering  a  debtor  to  petition  on  his  arrest, 
and  enabling  the  Court  at  once  to  hear  and  ad- 
judicate upon  the  petition.  That  he  believed  to 
be  more  in  the  spirit  of  modem  l^dation,  for 
he  oould  not  but  regard  the  existing  statutes, 
which  required  imprisonment  for  two  months 
before  a  ]^tition  could  be  lodged,  and  a  further 
lapse  of  time  before  it  could  be  heard,  to  be  re- 
trogressive. The  Bill  would  enable  the  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  grant  a  oertiflcate  at 
onoe,  relieving  a  debtor  from  his  liabilities  who 
might  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Act. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

FIRST  READING. 
Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Bill. 

PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'RORKE,  it  was 
agreed.  That  the  Land  Claims  Commissioners* 
report  on  claims  of  certain  pensioners  lately 
serving  in  the  New  Zealand  Feneibles,  b« 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  DUiLON  BELL  moved  the  (eaolntioa 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  That  the  memo- 
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xutdam  of  His  Ezaellai(^-tbe  Qovemot  on 
N»tm  aSain  recently  Uud  on  the  table  be 
iramilated  into  Maori,  and  that  an  address  be 
presented  to  the  GoTetnor  requesting  he  will 
cause  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  the  prin- 
oi]Ml  chiefs  in  this  Island.  His  object  in 
moving  that  this  memorandum  should  be 
oironlated  among  the  Maoris  in  their  own 
language  was  this :  It  had  been  repeatedly 
stated  Uiat  feelings  of  mistrust  towards  the 
Oovemor  existed  in  the  Native  mind ;  and  it 
was  certain  that  the  unhappy  events  at  Tara- 
oiJci  had  caused  a  feeling  even  of  animosity 
towards  him  to  arise,  which  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance  should  be  dispelled.  It  was 
ihe  duty  of  Uie  House,  and  more  esi>ecially  of 
the  Qovemment,  to  take  every  means  of  remov- 
ing that  erroneous  impression  from  the  Native 
mind.  ThaA  could  best  be  done  by  circulating 
the  translation  of  the  memorandum  in  question 
among  the  Natives,  which  would  show  them 
that  His  Bixoellenoy  had  long  since  sketched 
out  the  Native  policy  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  appropriated  as  their  own.  He  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  did  not  expect  the  present  Ministry 
would  do  justice  to  the  late  Qovemment  and 
Mdmowledge  that  they  borrowed  anv  part  of 
tiieir  policy  from  them,  although  it  had  been 
ehaigM  against  the  late  Ministry  that  they 
adopted  the  proposals  of  their  antagonists  with- 
out acknowledgment.  Bat  he  regretted  that  the 
Attomey-Oeneral  had  not  frankly  acknowledged 
in  his  Ministerial  statement  that  his  Native 
policy  was  really  taken  almost  entirely  from 
His  Kxoellency's  memorandum.  But  if  that 
dooument  was  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives  they  would  see  that  the  institu- 
tions proposed  for  their  benefit  in  any  future 
negotiations  by  the  (}ovemment  were  not  the 
result  of  a  dumge  of  Ministry,  but  were  in  ac- 
oordanoe  with  recommendations  made  by  the 
Governor,  not  the  other  day  only,  but  for  a  long 
time  past,  for  their  welfare  and  advancement. 
What  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  was  most  anxious 
for  was  that  tiie  Natives  should  not  be  deceived 
by  tiie  notion  that  it  was  owing  to  a  change  of 
Ministry  that  more  liberal  views  were  enter- 
tained towiurds  them;  and  that  they  should 
not  be  led  to  suppose  that  the  recognition  of 
tiie  runanga  and  other  advantages  offered  to 
them  were  for  the  first  time  proposed  when  the 
present  Ministry  came  into  power.  He  re- 
gretted the  Native  Minister  was  not  in  his 
place  to  express  his  views  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  J  oil  LIE,  in  seconding  the  motion, 
thought  there  was  no  dooument  more  important 
— it  was  distinct  and  clear — as  exhibiting  our 
relations  with  the  Native  race,  and  embodying 
principles  which  this  House  would  yet  indorse 
and  oai^  onti 

Mr.  WELD  wished  to  make  one  supple- 
mentary remark  to  those  which  had  just  fallen 
from  his  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Wallace  relative  to  His  Excellency  having  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  Natives  owing  to  various 
misrepresentations  of  the  x>olicy  of  His  Ex- 
cellency toweods  the  Natives.  It  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  matter  to  get  the  Natives  to 
believe  that  what  was  stated  to  them  was  really 
Mr.DiOonBeU 


meant.  They  would  be  only  doing  ibeir'dnly 
to  His  ExQellency;  who  had  always  shown 
himself  a  real  friend  of  the  Native,  and  he  wM 
sure  the  House  would  concur  in  d  (wiring  tliat 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  remove  tioM 
distrust  from  their  minds.  By  lending  their 
utmost  efforts  to  this  purpose  they  would  d» 
more  to  attain  the  object  wnioh  they  all  desised 
— that  is,  solid  and  lasting  peace — than  thejt 
would  by  any  other  means,  and  with  this  view 
he  should  give  his  support  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  had  been  engaged  in  oott- 
saltation  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Newton  in  a  Gommittoe  -  room  when  this 
question  was  raised.  The  Government  would 
not  oppose  the  motion ;  on  the  contraiy,  they 
cordiaUy  agreed  in  it,  though,  the  documeiU> 
having  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
long  before  they  entered  office,  they  were  in  no 
way  to  be  blamed  for  its  not  having  ht/ea. 
trsnslated  and  circulated.  He  entirely  con- 
curred with  His  Excellency's  views  expressed 
in  it ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
the  Qovemment  had  adopted  His  Excellency's 
policy ;  for  it  was  very  well  known  to  As 
honourable  member  for  Wallace,  as  long  ago  al 
when  they  were  both  members  of  the  Waikato ' 
Committee,  that  those  were  his  (Mr.  Fox's)- 
views  then  on  the  sabject.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  had  had  frequent  can* 
ferences  with  him  (Mr.  Fox)  during  the  sittiB( 
of  the  Waikato  Committee,  and  he  then  knew 
his  views  on  the  Native  question,  which  were 
similar  to  his  own.  The  policy  which  shonld 
be  pursued  towards  the  Natives  had  long  been 
a  subject  of  consideration  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the'  Qovemment,  and  they  were  all 
agreed.  Therefore,  although  they  entirety 
agreed  with  His  Excellency  on  this  nubtter,  it 
was  not  fair  to  say  they  had  borrowed  their 
policy  from  him. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND  entirely  coBOUXted 
with  what  had  fallen  from  the  hononraUe 
member  for  Wallace.  He  did  not  make  it  a 
matter  of  reproach  at  all  that  they  did  not  ex- 
pressly give  the  Governor  credit  for  the  various 
propositions  with  regard  to  the  Natives  which 
they  had  made  to  this  House.  It  was  notorious 
that  the  policy  was  the  same,  and  it  vras  not 
necessary  to  say  more  about  it.  He  did  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  that  the  Governor 
should  be  allowed  to  take  that  prominent  part 
which  belonged  to  him.  He  deprecated  the 
idea  of  their  pushing  themselves  in  between 
His  Excellency  and  the  Natives  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs  of  the  colony.  He  joinM  with 
those  who  complained  that  they  had  not  heard 
anything  yet  from  the  new  Native  Minister; 
they  desired  to  hear  something  about  tiie 
Natives  from  him.  As  indicated  by  himeelf, 
his  own  voice  ought  to  be  heard.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
put  mm  in  mind  of  an  actor  whom  he  had  seen 
at  the  Adelphi  in  the  farce  of  "  Patter  and 
Clatter."  That  performer  would  not  allow  any 
of  the  others  to  speak  a  single  sentence ;  when 
any  of  them  attempted  to  utter  anytlung  he 
would  always  speak  for  thom  himself,  and  theit 
turn  round  and  toll  them  it  was  Just  what  they 
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meuit  to  8»7.  Now,  he  hoped  the  hononmble 
genUanuui  would  not  take  th»t  place.  They 
wanted  to  have  the  advantage  of  hearing  the 
viewi  and  Mzttiments  on  Native  matten  from 
the  Native  Winiatiir  himself.  If  the  views  of 
that  hononxable  gentleman  were  already  well 
kncNm  in  that  House  it  wonld  be  quite  a  dif- 
feiaat  aSeur;  but  at  present  he  was  emphati- 
eallv  a  dark  man :  they  wanted  to  see  Mm  in 
the  light.  Many  of  them  only  knew  him  in  his 
pdvato  capacity :  in  that  capacity  they  believed 
he  stood  very  high;  but  there  were  many 
honourable  members  who  yet  could  only  judge 
of  his  public  opinions  by  his  exclamation  of 
the  em^atio  "  No  "  on  a  recent  occasion. 

Mr.  FOX. — The  honourable  member  com- 
plains that  I  have  usurped  the  whole  function 
of  Ministerial  mouthpiece. 

Mr.  C.  W.  KIOHMOND.— I  have  not  men- 
tioned the  honourable  gentleman's  name. 

Mr.  POX  explained  that  up  to  the  present 
time  no  opportunity  had  been  afforded  the 
KativB  Minister  to  speak.  It  was  but  a  few 
days  since  tiiey  were  sworn  into  office ;  on  one 
he  had  made  the  statement  expected  by  the 
Hooae,  and  invited  from  him  by  the  lato  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  and  since  then  the  House  had 
been  fnUy  oooupied  getting  through  the  business 
before  it.  The  members  of  the  Ministry,  as 
occasion  offered,  would  rise  and  make  a  state- 
ment regarding  their  own  departments;  but, 
inasmuch  as  none  held  three  offices  like  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  they  would  not  require  to  be  always 
making  long  speeches  after  the  "Patter  eind 
Clatter  "  example  set  by  that  honourable  gentle- 
man. It  w&s  a  most  unfounded  charge,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  desired  to  be  the 
monthpiece  for  Hinistors. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  he  did  not 
make  any  such  charge :  he  only  hoped  that  he 
would  not  imitato  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Charles 
Matthews. 

Dr.  FEIATHEBSTON  protested  against  the 
remadcs  of  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  on  the  Ministor  for  Native  Affairs  as 
ni^Eairand  ungenerous  in  the  absence  of  that 
honourable  gentleman.  So  far  from  the  Minister 
for  Native  Affairs  being  what  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth -called  him  —  a 
*'  dark  "  man— probably  there  was  no  man  in  the 
House  better  known  or  more  highly  esteemed 
by  the  Natives.  He  had  been  many  years  in  the 
service  of  previous  Govenmients,  and  had  very 
great  experienoe  in  Native  matters.  Then, 
■gain,  when  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  complained  thathishonourable friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  usurped 
file  functions  of  the  whole  l^Iinistry  he  forgot 
that  his  honourable  friend  made  that  state- 
ment at  the  express  invitation  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City,  and  that  it  was 
tmnecessary  for  other  members  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  add  to  the  explanations  of  the  head  of 
the  Qovemment,  especially  as  the  statement 
in  question,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  Native 
poUcy,  had  been  reduced  to  writing  and  care- 
folly  considered  by  the  whole  Executive,  who 
entirely  concurred  in  it.    He  trusted,  therefor^ 


that  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
would  not  again  make  such  unfair  insinuations 
unless  they  were  based  upon  some  better 
grounds. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  believed  his  honourable 
friend  tiie  member  for  New  Plymouth  had  been 
misunderstood,  for  his  impression  was  that  he 
intended  being  complimentaiy  to  the  Native 
Minister.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  attribute 
any  blame  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Ministry,  who  had  properly  made 
the  statement  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
which  the  House  expected,  and  which  neces- 
sarily embraced  the  important  question  of  Na- 
tive affairs.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  pardon- 
able that  the  House  should  feel  a  little  anxiety 
to  hear  the  Native  Minister's  own  opinions  re- 
specting Native  questions,  more  especially  as 
his  voice  had  only  been  heard  once  in  the 
House — on  the  occasion  of  the  solitary  "No" — 
when  the  resolution  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's 
message  had  been  adopted.  He  had  been  told 
that  the  Native  Minister  had  explained  what  he 
meant  by  that "  No,"  when  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was 
absent ;  and  that  he  gave  the  House  to  under- 
stand that  he  used  that  phrase  because  he  did 
not  want  to  commit  himself.  This  reminded 
him  of  a  circumstance  which  he  would  mention. 
When  the  late  Ministry  came  into  office  he 
found  that  at  first  the  official  letters,  prepared 
in  pursuanoe  of  minutes  written  by  himself, 
when  laid  before  him  to  be  signed  were  very 
far  from  being  in  accordance  with  the  minutes 
of  reply  he  had  supplied.  At  first  he  took  no 
notice  of  this,  as  the  letters  were  of  no  con- 
sequence ;  but  on  one  occasion,  when  he  wished 
to  write  to  Mr.  FitzGerald,  tfhe  late  Superin- 
tendent of  Canterbury,  a  letter  of  considerable 
importance,  it  was  submitted  for  signature  in 
a  form  which  might  mean  anything  or  nothing. 
It  was  written  in  the  "  how-not-to-do-it "  stylo 
— a  genuine  circumlocution  letter.  He  sum- 
moned the  clerk  in  the  department  who  had 
prepared  the  letter,  and  inquired  how  it  was 
that  his  minutes  had  not  been  followed.  The 
reply  was,  "  Sir,  it  was  always  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Swainson  and  Dr.  Sinclair  that  the  General 
Gk>vemment  should  not  commit  iteelf  .to  any 
opinion."  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  repUed  that  that 
was  not  what  the  then  Government  intended  to 
do :  they  held  opinions  and  intended  to  express 
them  also.  Now,  he  was  well  aware  that  the 
Native  Minister  held  opinions  on  the  Native 
question,  and  he  invited  him  to  express  them. 
He  believed  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  most  worthily  selected  for  the  office,  and 

Cessed  those  qnialities  which  eminently  fitted 
for  a  proper  discharge  of  its  duties;  and 
if  his  honourable  friend  would  accept  a  little 

friendly   advice    from    him Honourable 

gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches  might  laugh, 
but  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  happy  to  say  that  he 
was  entitled  to  call  the  Native  Minister  his 
honourable  friend.  They  had  been  on  terms  of 
friendship  in  private  life ;  and  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  never  yet  expressed  any  opinions 
in  public,  he  did  not  know  of  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  them,  because  for  all  he  knew 
the  Native  Minister's  views  ^eie  identioal  with 
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his  own.  However,  should  a  diffeience  of 
opinion  arise  between  them  on  pnblio  questions, 
he  tmsted  that  it  would  not  interrupt  their 
friendly  relations ;  but  he  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  given  an  ironical  cheer 
that  there  were  honourable  members  at  the 
Ministerial  table  whom  he  did  not  pretend  to 
call  his  "  honourable  friends,"  and  with  whom 
he  did  not  intend  to  have  friendly  relations. 
But  he  did  say  to  his  honourable  friend  the 
Native  Minister,  from  his  own  experience  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  that  no  person  holding 
a  high  position'  in  the  House,  and  especially 
filling  the  important  o£Soe  of  Minister  for 
Kative  Afiairs,  would  satisfy  the  House  or  the 
country  unless  he  ventilated  his  opinions  oc- 
casionally with  his  own  mouth.-  He  would 
suggest,  therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  take  an  occasional  opportunity,  if 
it  were  only  once  a  week,  to  state  his  opinions 
on  Native  afiairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  that  it  had  been 
his  intention,  before  tine  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Native  Afiairs  entered  the  House,  to  have 
offered  some  remazka  with  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  honourable  members  respecting 
that  honourable  member  in  his  absence;  but 
now  that  he  had  taken  his  place  he  would,  no 
doubt,  be  able  to  answer  for  himself — at  any 
rate,  to  so  much  as  had  been  said  in  his  hear- 
ing. This,  however,  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  would 
venture  to  say:  that  it  was  matter  for  con- 
gratulation, on  the  part  of  the  House,  and, 
mdeed,  of  the  country,  that  at  length  the  office 
which  afforded  the  medium  of  communication 
between  the  House  and  the  Governor  of  the 
colony  on  afiairs  relating  to  the  Natives  was 
filled  by  a  gentleman  long  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  character,  habits,  and  lan- 
guage of  the  Native  people.  It  unfortunately 
hapi>ened  that  during  the  former  Administra- 
tion the  honourable  gentlemen  who  filled  that 
important  office  were  not  so  acquainted ;  and  to 
their  want  of  knowledge  of  the  Maori  language 
and  character  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  attributed 
very  much  of  tiie  failure  that  had  attended 
their  administration  of  the  afiairs  belonging  to 
that  department,  and  of  the  lamentable  results 
that  h^  been  experienced.  He,  for  his  own 
part,  entertained  a  strong  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  stated ;  and,  whilst  he 
would  be  amongst  the  first  in  the  House  to 
admit  the  estimable  qualities  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  but  recently  vacated 
the  office  of  Native  Minister  to  take  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  other  afiairs  of  the  colony, 
he  could  not  regard  him  as  quite  adequate  to 
the  duties  of  the  office  which  he  had  recently 
held.  With  regard  to  the  apparent  anxiety 
expressed  by  honourable  members  who  had  re- 
cently retired  from  office  to  learn  the  opinions 
on  Native  matters  entertained  by  the  present 
Minister  for  Native  Affairs,  surely  the  honour- 
able member  the  late  Colonial  Treaaurer  was 
present  yesterday  evening  when  that  honourable 
gentleman,  in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Division  (Mr.  O'Neill),  stated  very  explicitly 
that  he  fully  concurred  with  hia  colleagues  in 
Mr.  ataffurd 


the  outline  of  Native  policy  given  by  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  in  his  statement  deHv^ed  to  tiie 
House  on  Tuesday  last;  and,  further,  that 
whenever  he  ceased  to  hold  opinions  similar 
to  those  then  expressed  he  would  cease  U> 
address  the  House  from  the  position  then  held 
by  him.  But  there  was  another  matter  which 
he  (Mr.  Williamson)  wished  to  notice — and  that 
was  the  insinuations  which  had  freqnentl; 
been  made  in  this  House,  echoed  on  theprecent 
occasion  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace, 
in  his  remarks  in  moving  the  question  now 
before  the  House,  and  reiterated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oheviot,  to  the  effect  that 
impressions  had  been  made  on  the  Native  mind 
injurious  to  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor  bj 
persons  in  high  position  in  the  colony,  who 
hod  taken  part  in  the  controversy  which  had 
arisen  on  the  Waitara  question. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  begged  to  say  that  be 
had  not  used  language  to  justify  this  rema^ 
and  was  about  to  explain,  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  resumed,  and  said  if  Uie 
words  which  he  had  heard  were  not  exactly 
those  employed  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
certainly  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  what 
he  said  was  unmistakable — that  the  Natives 
had  been  led  to  suspect  the  Governor's  inten- 
tions towards  them  by  what  had  been  said 
and  written 'respecting  recent  proceedings  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  colony.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Williamson)  wished  to  show  that,  however  this 
might  be,  suspicions  unfavourable  to  His  Ex- 
cellency were  entertained  by  a  portion  of  the 
Natives  long  before  the  commencement  of  the 
recent  disturbances  at  Taranaki — indeed,  so 
long  back  as  September,  18S5,  shortly  after  "Bm 
Excellency's  arrival  in  the  colony ;  as  wonld 
appear  from  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Biemen- 
schneider  to  the  Native  Secretary,  which  letter 
had  since  appeared  in  a  Blue  Book  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons.  [The  honourable 
member  here  read  the  passage  he  alluded  to, 
from  a  letter  dated  September  7A,  1855.] 

"  But  since  the  last  fortnight  those  feelings 
of  confidence  hitherto  enterteuned  by  the  Tarsr 
naki  Tribe,  and  which  had  been  so  recently 
strengthened  by  His  Excellency's  letters  — 
namely,  that  the  Oovqmment  on  their  part 
would  not  adopt  any  measures  by  which  the 
peace  between  the  two  races  (European  and 
aborigines)  might  be  interrupted — those  feelings 
of  confidence  have  undergone  a  material  change 
in  the  minds  of  this  people,  and  they  have 
begun  to  view  the  presence  of  the  soldiers  in  a 
different  light  than  on  their  first  arrival  here. 
Some  passing  remarks  have  been  lately  moAa 
here  oalling  the  sincerity  of  the  peaceful  pro- 
fessions set  forth  in  His  Excellency  Colonel 
Wynyard's  letter  in  question.  I  am  glad  to 
have  reason  to  believe  that  every  doubt  of 
such  a  kind  has  been  fully  banished  from  the 
Native  mind  before  now,  though  it  has  been 
succeeded  by  another  and  more  engrossing 
doubt — namely,  whether  His  Excellency  Oo- 
vemor Browne  (Te  Eawana  Hon)  will  be  of  the 
same  opinion  and  intentions  as  His  Excel- 
lency Colonel  Wynward  (Te  Kawana  Tliwfaiti), 
and  hmce  maintain  ana  abide  by  the  poliiqr 
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•dopted  and  hitherto  followad  out  by  the 
lattaz  in  reference  to  the  Puketapu  &Sairs. 
It  is  strongly  apprehended  that  His  Exoel- 
lenoy  Governor  Browne  will  differ  in  his 
'Views  and  measures  in  this  matter  ttota.  His 
Zxoellency  Colonel  Wynward,  and  that  in  all 

ribabUity  ere  long  his  word  will  go  forth 
pnt  tfie  troops  sent  down  here  as  a  pro- 
taetiTO  force  by  the  latter  into  an  aggressive 
aiotioD,  and  that  thus  a  war  between  the 
Boiopeans  and  the  aborigines  will  be  com- 
Bsneed  here." 

From  this  it  would  appear  that,  whatever  had 
^ven  rise  to  these  injurious  suspicions,  they 
were  entertained  by  tiie  Natives  at  Tara^alci 
long  before  any  controversy  had  arisen  on  the 
tscent  Waitara  question. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— To  what  Natives  does 
Ibe  honourable  member  refer  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— To  the  Ngatiruanuis 
aad  Tuanakis,  amongst  whom  Mr.  Riemen- 
tehneider  was  stationed.  He  (Mr.  William- 
son) would  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member. 

Mr.  SAUNBEBS  said,  as  one  who  had 
Caqireesed  a  hope  that,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  undertook  to  form  a 
Ministiy,  he  would  not  choose  men  who  had 
no  other  recommendation  than  a  forty-tongue 
taUdng-power,  he  was  glad  to  find  that  he 
bad  chosen  a  Native  Minister  who  was  admitted 
by  Hie  late  Ministry  to  be  so  well  fitted  for  all 
{he  principal  duties  of  his  office,  and  was  only 
complained  of  because  he  had  not  yet  inflicted 
Jay  very  long-winded  speech  upon  that  House. 
He  only  hoped  that  he  would  long  continue  to 
-deienre  that  complaint,  if  he  could  be  said  to 
deserve  ^  already;  and,  if  he  could  always 
naoa^  to  give  the  House  as  much  informa- 
tion m  ten  minutes  as  some  honourable 
esntiemen  would  do  in  two  hours,  he  (Mi. 
Saonders)  should  always  consider  that  a  strong 
recommendation  in  the  houonrable  gentleman 
fat  the  office  lie  now  held.  He  thought 
a  gentleman  who  bad  only  just  entered  on 
the  dnties  of  a  very  important  office  showed 
his  good  sense  by  devoting  himself  assiduously 
to  toe  quiet  application  which  must  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  any  man  to  grapple  all  the 
difSculties  of  such  a  position,  before  he  at- 
tempted to  occupy  the  time  of  that  House 
Without  giving  it  any  information.  He  could 
hot  give  a  better  illustration  of  the  manner  in 
which  time  could  be  wasted  when  honour- 
able members  undertook  to  talk  about  what 
fhey  knew  nothing  than  the  speech  they  had 
just  listened  to  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford),  who  had  evi- 
denUy  never  heard  the  speech  of  the  Hon. 
the  Native  Minister  which  he  had  undertaken 
fo  criticise.  That  honourable  member  had 
put  told  the  House  that  the  reason  assigned 
By  the  Native  Minister  for  voting  against  the 
rejdy  to  the  message  was,  that  he  did  not 
msh  to  commit  himself;  whereas  the  reason 
which  the  Native  Minister  did  assign  was 
tkaotly  the  reverse.  He  objected  to  the  reply 
teeanse  he  said  it  would  bear  too  many  oon- 
Jtraotions,  and  was  not  of  thi^  clear  aod  un- 


mistakable character  which  he  thought  tlM 
Governor  had  a  right  to  expect  from  that 
House — in  fact,  because  it  was  so  much  like 
the  very  letter  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  had  mentioned  in  his  illustrative 
anecdote  as  having  been  written  by  his  secre- 
tary to  Mr.  FitzOraald,  and  which  he  objected 
^  because  it  could  be  made  to  mean  anything 
or  nothing. 

Mr.  DICE  regretted  that  any  attempt  had 
been  made  by  a  member  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment to  show  that  the  Qovemor  was  not 
popular  with  the  Natives  by  referring  to  a 
pamphlet  published  six  yean  ago.  He  thov^t 
that  the  past  should  not  be  brought  up,  hnt 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  by  the  House 
to  pnt  His  Excellency  in  a  right  poaitioil 
before  the  Natives,  and  to  prove  to  them  that 
His  Excellen(7  had  the  most  friendly  dis- 
position towards  them,  and  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  advancing  their  interests ;  and  there- 
fore he  heartily  supported  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace.  He  was  glad 
that  the  heaviest  ohuge  that  could  be 
brought  against  the  Native  Minister  was  that 
he  was  not  a  great  talker.  They  had  had 
such  an  amount  of  small  talk  resulting  in 
nothing  that  really  silence  was  pleasurM>le, 
as  honourable  members  would  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  thinking.  But  he  thought  that 
the  Native  Minister  had,  in  his  brief  and  dear 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Division  on  the  previous 
night,  said  as  much  as  could  be  desired  of 
him.  At  all  events,  there- was  more  to  be  said 
in  his  favour  than  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  in  a  previous 
debate  had  said  in  favour  of  his  predecessor — 
that  he  had  g;»at  aptitude  in  catching  Native 
dogs. 

Mr.  DOMETT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  grossly  and  outrageously  mis-stating  what 
I  said.  I  suppose,  however,  it  is  a  little  re- 
taliation for  my  laughing  at  his  jews'-harps. 

Mr.  DICK  begged  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon  if  he  had  misquoted  his  remarks, 
but  so  he  understood  them.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  something  better  could  be  said  re- 
garding the  late  Native  Minister.  The  present 
Native  Minister,  it  was  well  known,  had,  per- 
haps as  long  OS  any  gentleman  in  that  House, 
been  in  communication  with  the  Natives,  and 
he  was  glad  to  hear  that  even  the  Opposition 
admitted  his  ability  for  the  office  to  which  he 
had  just  been  appointed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  explained.  He  had  no 
intention  of  saying  a  word  which  might  go  forth 
to  the  public  as  conveying  the  impression  that 
the  Governor  had  any  bod  intentions.  He 
only  wished  to  show  that  the  present  Ministry 
were  not  justly  chargeable  with  giving  rise  to 
any  want  of  confidence  that  might  exist  in  the 
Native  mind. 

Mr.  CABLETON  had  never  heard  His  Ex- 
cellency's rectitude  of  intention  impugned  in 
that  House.  The  complaint  was  that  he  had 
been  badly  advised,  and  misled.  And  now, 
when  those  who  had  given  the  bad  advice  were 
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told  of  it,  they  first  endeavonred  to  diraot  the 
■hAfts  aimed  at  themselTee  against  the  60- 
Temor,  and  then  made  believe  to  waid  them 
off  from  him.  Whenever  they  were  assailed, 
they  raised  the  cry  of  "  Not  fair — an  attack 
npon  the  Oovemor,"  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  defend  him  instead  of  themselves. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  having  had  the 
misfortune  to  come  into  the  House  when  the 
chief  part  of  the  discussion  was  over,  he  would 
hardly  be  expected  to  take  advantage  of  this 
occasion  to  give  that  exposition  of  policy  re- 
qtiired  of  him.  He  had  hoped  that,  in  the 
merely  consultative  position  which  he  now 
held,  he  should  have  been  allowed  to  pursue  a 
course  of  silence.  He  had  hitherto  preserved 
silence  because  he  was  diffident  as  to  his  capa- 
city to  address  such  an  assemblage  as  the  pre- 
sent. But,  as  it  appeared  to  be  desired  that 
he  should  address  the  House,  he  should  have 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  doing  so  at  a  fitting 
opportunitv.  There  were  two  or  three  ques- 
tions which  he  might  take  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  refer  to.  Certain  references  had  been 
made  to  his  personal  ideas  on  what  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Natives  should  be,  which  he  might 
advert  to  without  committing  in  any  way  his 
colleagues,  the  Oovemor,  or  any  one  but 
himself.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  sorry  that 
his  explanation  of  his  "  No  "  was  not  complete 
or  satisfactory  to  honourable  members.  He 
had  intended  it  should  be  both.  He'  would, 
however,  repeat  his  enlanation.  Whereas 
there  had  been,  on  the  first  resolutions  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  certain  double  construc- 
tions and  all  sorts  of  interpretations  put  out-of- 
doors,  with  some  of  which  ne  could  not  possibly 
concur,  he  resolved  that,  should  the  address  in 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  request  for  explana- 
tion be  not  thoroughly  definite,  he  would  not 
give  his  assent  to  it.  According  to  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  simple  interpretation  of 
that  address,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  His 
Excellency's  interpretation  of  it,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  subscribe  to  it  freely;  but  he  had 
simply  said  "  No  "  as  an  insignificant  ordinary 
member  of  the  House,  because  he  felt  con- 
scientiously bound  to  do  so  to  protect  himself 
from  committing  himself  to  any  construction 
that  he  might  deem  a  false  one.  This  was  all ; 
and  he  hoped  the  explanation  was  satisfactory. 
There  was  another  thing  he  had  to  protest 
against ;  and  he  hoped  he  should  hear  no  more 
of  it.  In  taking  the  position  which  he  had 
taken,  and  one  which  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
of  occupying  when  he  came  up  to  this  House, 
he  was  actuated  by  a  simple  sense  of  public 
duty.  He  deprecated  any  comparisons  between 
himself  and  nis  predecessors — gentlemen  for 
whom  he  had  the  highest  respect;  and  he 
trusted  he  might  leave  his  position  with  the 
same  respect  from  members  of  the  House  as 
they  had.  He  would  suggest  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafiord)  that, 
if  he  would  take  some  future  occasion  to  give 
notice  that  he  required  a  full  statement  of  the 
Native  Minister's  opinions  on  Maori  matters, 
Ijie  (Mr.  Mantell)  would,  with  the  permission 
of  lus  ooUeagnes,  and  perhaps  without,  give  a 
Mr,  CarUUm 


full  and  honest  statement  of  hit  opinions  aa 
that  subject  so  far  as  they  were  matured:  At 
present  they  might  simply  be  summed  up  in 
five  words,  *'  Honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

Mr.  BILLON  BELL   oongtatuiated  tfa« 
House  that  the  Native  Minister  had  justified 
the  expectations  that  his  friends  had  of  hinu 
No  one  who  was  acquainted  with  the  honour- 
able  member  would  ever  have  expected  anything 
from  him  but  the  manly  and  strai^tfrawaid 
statement  they  had  heard  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  no  doubt  all  members  were  satisfied 
that  he  would,  on  a  fitting  occasion,  get  uo 
and  acquaint  the  House  generally  with  hu 
own  particular  views.     But   he   (Mr.  Dillca 
Bell)  regretted  that  the  honourable  member 
was  not  present  when  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell) 
made   the  statement  he  did  concerning  him, 
for  if  he  had  been  he  would  probably  hava 
taken  the  opportunity  when  he  rose  to  refer 
to  that  particular  point  which  he  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  brought  under  the  consideration  of  tha 
House — namely,  that  from  that  honourable 
member,  who  must  be  well  aware  of  the  Qo- 
vemor's  mind,  there  had,  up  to  the  present 
time,  come  no  statement  of  the  Govemor'i 
views  on  the  present  position  of  the  Native 
question.    He  must  take  exception  to  the  very 
unusual  course  taken  by  the  Supenatendont 
of  Auckland  in  refusing  to    allow  him  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  to  disclaim  the  imputation  cast 
upon  him  by  that  honourable  member.     In 
debates  of  this  House,  when  a  gentleman  got 
up  and  distinctly  disclaimed  an  insinuation,  or 
asked  to  have  it  pointed  out,  it  was  not  osoaT 
nor  consistent  with  courtesy  to  treat  an  honooz- 
able  member  in  the  way  he  had  been  ixoaiei 
by  that  honourable  member,  who  waa  totally 
wrong  in  the  statements  he  made.    He  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  had  never  said  one  siAgle  wend  of 
the  statement  attributed  to  him,  nor  one  wfaidr 
could  bear  the  slightest  constouotion  of  the 
sort.    What  he  had  said  was  this :  that  there 
had  been,  from  the  unfortunate  ooouzreDoee 
that  had  taken  place  at  Taranaki,  a  feeling  at 
animosity  grown  up  against  the  (Jovemor,  and. 
that  it  was  desirous,  since  that  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  that  the  Natives,  in  the  commnxi- 
cations  of  the  existing  Qovemment  with  them* 
should  be  told  of  these  propositions  an  tiie 

fart  of  the  Oovemor,  which  must  make  them 
elieve    that  the    Qoveznot   never  had  b^sa 
actuated  by  any  feeling  of  animosity  towards 
them.    But  his  honourable  friend  had  taken  a 
course  which  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  looked  upon 
with  the  deepest  regret,  for  be  felt  sure  that  nis 
honourable  friend,  if  he  had  heard  his  endaaa- 
tion,  would  not  hav^  quoted  from  Mr.  Riemen- 
sohneider's  letter.    His  honourable  friend  hmA 
told  the  House  that  the  feelings  of  mistmrt  of 
the  Oovemor  which  had  so  often  been  referred' 
to  were  not  of  recent  date,  but  existed  irata. 
within  a  week  or  two  of  his  landing  in  the 
oolony — that  in  1855  the  Natives  had  begun 
to  mistrust  His  Excellency's  motive*  and  in- 
tentions.   And  what  was  the  example  selected  T 
Why,  the  most  turbulent,  unprincipladr  and  in. 
tractable  tribe  that  lived  in  New  SSeaJand — a 
parcel  of  men  whose  hands  had  been  red'  'witlr 
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the  Uood  of  their  fellows  iritlioat  end  fram  Qie 
fomulMion  of  the  colony,  remadcable  for  being 
nnimpressionable  for  good,  nniretBally  de- 
nounced aa  plunderers  and  mnrderezs.  No  one 
who  knew  the  Ngatiraanni  and  Taranaki  tribes 
so  well  as  he  did,  and  as  the  Native.Minister 
did,  too,  wonid  ever  have  thought  of  going  to 
find  among  them  a  reliable  indioation  of  the 
feelings  of  the  Natives  towards  the  Oovetnor. 
And  if  the  honourable  member  had  paid  atten- 
tion to  the  cironmstanoes  that  produced  that 
letter  he  woold  have  seen  that  the  Natives 
lefeired  to  were  obstinately  and  perversely 
determined  to  give  an  aspect  to  the  Governor's 
motives  which  there  was  the  patent  declara- 
tion before  them  that  there  was  no  justifica- 
tion for.  Therefore,  if  the  honourable  member 
retared  to  the  feelings  of  mistrust  towards  the 
QoTetnor  of  those  Natives,  as  expressed  in  that 
letter,  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  refer  to  the 
eircomstances  contemporaneous  with  the  letter 
which  ihowed  how  unjustifiable  it  was.  But 
what  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  complained  of  was, 
that  they  had  now,  from  a  Minister  of  EQs 
Bzseliency,  a  careful  tracing-back  of  the  feel- 
ing of  animosity  to  a  cause  which  existed  six 
yean  ago,  when  His  Excellency  had  landed  in 
theeolany  bnt  a  few  weeks ;  and  he  was  certain 
the  House  vrould  also  sincerely  regret  that  it 
should  fall  to  the  task  of  one  of  His  Exoellenoy's 
Advisers  to  point'  out  to  the  House  that  the 
Natives  from  the  first  had  mistrusted  the 
motives  and  intentions  of  the  Qovemor.  He 
Ob.  Dillon  Bell)  could  not  suppose  that  the 
honourable  memher  meant  to  he  so  pointed  in 
his  remarks  as  that,  and  he  should  be  happy  to 
afloid  him  an  opQportunity  to  disclaim  suon  in- 
tention. The  best  remark  made  in  the  debate 
to.daj— a  debate  which,  when  he  iiitrodnoed 
the  motion,  he  bad  not  the  slightest  idea  would 
eztaod  to  the  length  it  had — was  a  remark 
of_  the  honourable  member  for  Donedin  (Mr. 
Dick)  to  the  efEect  that,  if  they  valued  the 
chance  that  now  remained  of  a  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  their  dispute  with  the  Natives,  they 
should  not  insinuate  amongst  themselves  that 
the  Oovemor  would  be  placed  towards  the  Na- 
tives in  a  position  to  cause  them  to  have  mis- 
tmst.  So  far  as  the  inflnenoe  of  the  House 
was  concerned,  the^  should  place  the  Qovemor 
before  the  Natives  m  the  light  of  Uieir  friend ; 
and  it  was  with  that  single  object  that  he  had 
btooght  forward  this  motion.  He  regretted  the 
Native  Minister  had  made  no  allusion  to  the 
Qovetnor's  intentions,  and  it  was  with  pleasure 
he  saw  that  the  feeling  of  the  House  was  so 
unanimous  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  If 
the  Native  Minister  supposed  that,  in  the  re- 
oaiks  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  made,  he  in- 
tended to  express  the  slightest  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  abilities  of  that  honourable  mem- 
ber, he  was  entirely  mistaken ;  for  no  one  knew 
more  than  himself  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  how  cer- 
tain that  honourable  gentleman  was  to  win 
and  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Natives  with 
whom  he  might  be  brought  into  contact. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  asked  permission  to  ex- 
plain. If  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  want  of 
ooortesy  towards  the  honourable  member,  for 


Wallaoe,  he  trusted  that  hoponrable  mamhff- 
would  aooept  his  apology. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Most  certainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  had  no  desire  to  prevent 
the  honourable  member  from  explaining,  anA 
would  not  have  interrupted  him  when  he  ros» 
if  he  had  not  been  aware  that  the  honourable 
member,  as  mover  of  the  question,  had  th» 
right  of  reply.  With  respect  to  the  quotation 
he  had  maoe,  he  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
conveying  out  of  the  Bouse  to  the  Natives  aajr 
idea  which  would  lead  them  to  think  that  th* 
Qovemor  was  otherwise  than  friendly  toward** 
them.  He  was  sure  that  the  Governor  was  a. 
sincere  well-wisher  to  the  Natives,  but  he  knew 
that  honourable  gentlemen  connected  with  th* 
present  Ministry  had  been  charged  witii 
encouraging  certain  feelings  in  the  Nativ*' 
mind  against  the  Qovemor,  which  he  (Mr. 
Williamson)  believed  to  be  unfair  charges,  and 
he  thought  this  a  proper  opportunity  to  quote 
that  passage,  to  uiow  that  distrust,  however 
wrongly  entertained  by  the  Natives,  did  exist 
in  1866.  He  always  believed  the  Qovemor  waa 
their  warm  friend,  and  whatever  error  had  been 
committed  by  His  Excellency  had  arisen  from 
bad  advice. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Ohaboi  kakxssi  Mb.  0.  W.  Riohmosd. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  WELD,  the  names  of  Mr. 
Speller  and  the  Chairman  of  Committees  were 
ordered  io  be  added  to  the  Select  Committe* 
on  the  charge  against  Mr.  0.  W.  Richmond. 

On   the  motion    of  Mr.  SAUNDERS,  tb* 
name  of  Mr.  Ward  was  ordered  to  be  added  t»-'' 
the  same  Committee. 

MiUTABZ  DBraNOK. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
JOLLIE,  the   name   of  Captain  Eraser  was 
ordered  to  be  added  to  the  Select  Committee  < 
on  Military  Defence. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Dnn  Mountain  Railway  Bill. 

LAND-PUR0HA8B. 
Mr.  OARLETON  moved  an  address  to  His* 
Excellency  the  Qovemor,   requesting  that  a. 
copy  of  the  official  report  of  the  investigation 
of  title  at  the  Waitara,    up  to   the  time  of' 
the  interruption  of  it,  mentioned  in  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Oovemor  to  the  Waitara  in- 
surgents, be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House; 
and  said  that  in  so  doing  he  should  endeavour' 
to  eam  the    approbation   of  the  honourabla 
member  for  Waimea  by  using  as  few  words  aa 
possible,  and  those  strictly  to  the  purpose.    Up 
to  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  Qovemorv 
terms  of  peace  to  Waitara,  he  had  been  under  > 
the  impression  that  no 'set  and  formal  investi- 
gation nad  taken  place.    That  Mr.  Parris  had 
made  some  loose  inquiries,  asking  a  few  ques- : 
tions  here  and  there,  he  had  had,  of  course,  no 
doubt ;  and  he  had  thought  it  possible  that 
these,  by  a  play  upon  words,  might  have  been 
dignified  witn  the  name  of  "  investigation."  He  •■ 
had,  moreover,  supposed  that  it  was  the  sur-  '■ 
vey,  and  not  an  investigation,  which  had  been ' 
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stopped  by  BatnkaTfarilri'g  wife  and  danghten. 
It  had  now,  however,  become  evident,  fiom  the 
Oovemor'B  mention  of  it  in  so  important  a 
document  as  that  containing  the  terras  of  peace, 
that  a  bond  fide  investigation,  set  and  formal, 
had  been  made.  Therefore — and  he  would  ask 
the  House  to  mark  the  consequence — ^therefore 
•n  official  report  ef  that  investigation  must 
have  been  sent  to  head-quarters.  Be  desired 
to  loiow  the  nature  of  that  investigation,  how 
fu  it  proceeded,  and  how  it  was  to  be  con- 
tinued. Certainly  not  by  Mr.  Oommissioner 
■Johnstone  ;  for  the  Commissioner  was  ezpessly 
precluded  by  his  instruotions  from  carrymg  oat 
any  satisfactory  inquiry — from  coming  to  any 
satisfactory  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  prooeed- 
iSgs  which  led  to  the  TaranaU  war.  When 
the  report  should  have  been  laid  on  the  table, 
he  would  be  prepared  to  put  a  question  to  the 
Ilimstry,  aslong  them  when,  how,  and  by  whom 
the  investigation,  described  as  having  been  in- 
terrupted, was  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  hoped  the  honooiable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  would  think  H 
beet  to  withdraw  this  motion.  He  had  no  fault 
to  find  with  its  object ;  but  they  would  be  led 
by  the  production  or  non-producticm  of  such 
«  document — for  he  did  not  believe  that  such 
vras  in  existence — into  a  debate  on  the  Waitara 
-question,  and  into  the  original  question  of  the 
waitara  title,  which  he  had  thought  finished 
for  ever  in  the  discussions  of  this  House.  He 
had  received  private  information  from  Tara- 
luJd  earnestly  desiring  that  at  the  present 
moment  there  might  be  no  discussion  on  the 
Waitara  title.  At  present  they  were  standing 
4Mfc  Waitara  on  rather  dangerous  ground,  and 
the  less  the  original  question  was  discussed  in 
the  House  the  better.  He  hoped  this  would 
induce  his  honourable  friend  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  CAKLETON,  in  reply,  said  that  he 
•oould  not  agree  to  withdraw  his  motion ;  he 
felt  it  a  duty  to  press  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  ob- 
jected to  it  lest  it  should  revive  discussion  on 
the  Waitara  question;  but  had  admitted  at 
the  same  time  that  the  motion  was  in  itself 
jierfectly  unexceptionable.  But,  if  unexcep- 
tionable,  what  need  of  any  discussion  at  all 
.  about  the  matter  7  Discussion  was  only  needed 
where  there  were  reasons  for  refusal.  He  had 
^ways  found  c^eat  difficulty  in  obtaining  oom- 
Vlete  information  about  the  Waitara  question, 
xhe  late  Qovemment  had  sent  down  very  vo- 
lUttinous  papers  to  the  House ;'  but  they  were 
meless  to  him,  for  they  told  him  little  that  he 
did  not  know  before.  What  was  really  worth 
Iqiowing  he  had  been  obliged  to  gather  for  him- 
■ttit.  He  would  not  rest  until  he  had  brought 
to  light  every  fact  connebtod  with  the  origin  of 
the  war.  The  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
bad  expressed  a  desire  that  the  Waitara  ques- 
tion  should  be  "  buried  for  ever."  But  he  would 
t^  that  honourable  member  what  could  not  be 
bntied  for  ever — and  that  was  the  imputations 
..and  charges  brought  by  himself,  among  oUiers, 
against  persons  holding  a  high  poeition  in  the 
-AUony,  charges  which  would  yet  have  to  be 
Mr.  CarUUm 


sabstuitiated  or  retracted.  He  hitnnftlf  had 
not  been  mealy-mouthed  in  discussing  the 
war,  and,  if  he  had  said  anything  in  erzor, 
would  readily  retract  it ;  but  it  was  first  neces- 
sary that  all  the  facts  should  be  ascertained. 
He  should  have  to  move  for  many  other  papers 
yet.  He  might  be  refused,  but  he  should  take 
care  to  know  who  were  willing  and  who  were 
not.' 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  28. 

Atkinson 

Graham,  G.        Saunders 

Bell 

Henderson         Stafford 

Brandon 

ManteU              Taylor.  W.  W 

Carter 

Munio                WeUs 

Cookson 

O'Neill               Williamson 

Creyke 

Ormond              Wood. 

Eyes 

Benall 

Featherston 

Bhodes                     TeOera. 

Firth 

Richmond,C.W.  Carleton 

Fox 

Riohmond,J.O.  Weld. 

Noes,  18. 

Curtis 

JoUie                 Wilson. 

Dick 

Nixon 

Domett 

Richmond,  A.  J.        TeUert. 

Fraser 

Rowley              Kettle 

Hall 

White                Ward. 

Majority  for,  IS. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  there  was  a  rumour 
about  that  Wiremu  Tamihana  Tarapipipi  was 
ooming  to  Auckland,  and  he  ^r.  Mantel!) 
wished  to  put  a  limit  to  too  sangmne  hope  being 
formed  of  its  result.  There  was  some  proba- 
bility that  that  chief  might  come  to  Auckland, 
or  towards  Auckland,  and  confer  with  His  Ex- 
cellency; but  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  had  no  power  to 
hint  to  the  House  what  possible  resulte  might 
follow  from  that.  Gentlemen  might  come  to 
Anokland  with  very  difEerent  ideas  in  their 
heads ;  and  Wiremu  Tamihana  might  come  to 
a  discussion  vnth  the  Governor  with  ideas  of 
his  own.  The  report  of  his  coming  being 
abroad  in  Auckland  might  lead  people  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  already  yielded  to  the  Go- 
vernor's teems.  Such  oould  not  yet  be  said  to 
be  the  case ;  but  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  when 
he  listened  to  reason  he  might  do  so. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  it  was  reported  that 
doonments,  both  official  and  non-official,  of 
more  or  less  importance  had  been  received,  ad- 
dressed to  His  Excellency  or  to  members  of  the 
Qovemment — documents  of  considerable  in- 
terest as  expressing  the  Native  mind  at  the 
present  time.  He  now  wished  to  ask  the  Na- 
tive Minister  if  there  were  such  documents, 
and  if  they  were  of  such  a  character  that  they 
could  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  with- 
out inconvenience  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  such  documents 
had  been  received,  addressed  to  members  of  the 
present  Govermnent,  to  persons  not  in  the  Oo- 
vemment,  and  also  to  the  Governor.  Only  the 
non-offioial  part  of  the  correspondence  hoid  yet 
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come  into  his  hamda,  and  he  thou^t  it  better 
to  dsin  oommnnicating  theit  (xaitenta  to  the 
Home  till  he  had  an  op^oitonity  of  Btnctying 
the  official  also.  Ha  might  state,  however, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  it  of  more  import' 
uce  than  he  had  already  communioated  to 
the  Hoiue. 

The  Hoose  adjonmed  at  twenty  minntes  past 
two  o'elodk  pju.  until  Ttteaday  next. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  19th  July.  ISa. 


Select  Conunittaas. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfba^xb  took  the  ohair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbuebs. 

SELECT  COMMITTBES. 

Kiw  Zealahd  Bamk  BiiXt. — The  Hon.  Mr. 
CntSeld,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watts  Bossell,  the  Hon. 
lb.  Oilfillan,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  and  the 
Ban.  Mr.  Whitaker. 

Bask  of  New  Socth  Walks  Bill. — The 
Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker,  the  Hon.  Mr,  Oatfleld,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watts  Bus- 
leil,  sud  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oilfillan. 

The  Conneil  then  adjonmed. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  21lnd  July,  1861. 


NsT»I  and  unitary  Settlers  (Marlboroagh)  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  ohair  at  two 
o'olook. 

Pbatzbs. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS 

(MARLBOROUGH)  BILL. 
The  Naval   aad    Military   Settlers    (Marl- 
hoioagh)  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  pon- 
iidered  in  Committee,   and  reported  to  the 
Connoil  without  amendment. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  23rd  July,  1861. 


New  Zealand  Bank  Bill— Bank  of  Mew  8oath  Wales 
BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaiebs. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BANK  BILL. 
The  New  Zealand  Bank  Bill  was  read  a 
leoond  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and 
npoited  to  the  Council  without  ameBdmaat. 


BANK  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BHit. 

The  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  BUI  was  read 
a  seoond  time,  oonaidered  in  Committee,  and. 
rqiorted  to  the  Comicil  with  amendments. 

The  Connoil  adjourned  at  twenty-flre  minutes 
past  three  o'olook  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP  EEPRESENTATIVESj. 
Tuesday,  23rd  July,  1961, 

Juries— Kelson  Postmaster— Snpplr—Feneliui  BUI— 
S«x>nd  Bsadlnos  — Resident  Basisbatee  Ordl' 
nanoe  Amendment  BUI  —  MatnraUsatiea'  BUI— • 
Badstration  of  Blectora  Act  1868  Amendment 
Bifl  —  AbdnctioD  —  Native  Affain  —  Oamam  — 
Lond-purobaaes. 

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'olook. 
Pbatebs. 

JURIES. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  asked  the  Attorney' 
General,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  intrbdnce  any  measure  altering  tho- 
preeent  system  of  constituting  juries  ?  The- 
honourable  member's  reason  for  asking  tfai* 
question  was  in  oonseqnenoe  of  great  oom- 
]^aintB  having  been  made  against  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  constituting  juries.  Whole  fami-' 
lies  had  been  placed  on  the  list  in  alphabetical' 
Older,  whioh  had  caused  oonsiderable  lou  and' 
inconvenience  in  causing  several  memben  of 
a  family  to  be  on  the  jury  to  the  nef^eot  Of 
business ;  and  it  was  otherwise  objectionable, 
inasmuoh  as  it  allowed  important  oases  to  ba 
left,  or  nearly  so,  in  the  hands  of  one  fsmily. 

Mr.  FOX  admitted  that  this  was  a  question 
of  considerable  importance ;  that  in  instancea 
where  several  were  taken  from  one  family, 
thereby  causing  business  or  farming  operationa- 
to  be  neglected  for  the  time  being,  the  ex- 
isting  system  was  in  this  respect  objectionable, 
causing,  as  it  must  do,  great  inoonvenience. 
The  Government  would  give  their  earliest  at- 
tention to  it. 

NELSON  POSTMASTER. 

Mr.  CURTIS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,. 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government- 
to  dismiss  the  Postmaster  at  Nelson?  The' 
honourable  member  had  been  indnoed  to  ask 
this  question  in  consequence  of  some  remarks- 
that  were  made  during  the  debate  on  the  want- 
of -confidence  motion  by  an  honourable  membra 
who  was  a  strong  and  active  partisan  of  tha 
present  Government  on  the  present  holder  of 
that  office,  as  having  been  placed  there  by  tha 
late  Government.  He  (Mr.  Curtis)  desired  to 
know  wheUier  the  present  Government  had 
taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  if  there  was  anv 
cause  of  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in  whion 
that  gentleman  had  filled  that  office. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  this  question  had  caused 
him  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble,  as 
he  knew  nothing  whatever  about  any  charge 
against  the  gentleman  who  filled  the  office  of 
Fostmaster-GeDeral  at  Nelson,  or  with  regard 
to  his  being  dismissed.    It  appeared  to  binl 
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{Mr.  Wood)  th»t  this  qnestion  ought  to  h&ve 
beea  put  to  the  active  partisan,  the  noaooiable 
anemoer  for  Waimea,  to  whom  ha  alluded.  He 
had  heard  no  complaints  conaeming  the  office 
in  question,  and  Imew  of  no  canse  for  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Postmaster  at  Nelson. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into   Committee  of 
Supply.  

IK  COKMll'rEJI. 

Mr.  WOOD.— The  duty  which  I  have  under- 
taken this  day  to  attempt  is  to  state  to  the 
Committee,  in  as  clear,  oistinot,  and  business- 
lilce  manner  as  I  am  capable  of  doing,  what  is 
the  present  financial  position  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand,  and  also  to  state  to  the  Commit- 
tee the  course  which  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Qovermnent '  to  propose  with  regard  to  the 
financial  arrangements  for  the  current  year. 
The  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  two 
parts — the  past  and  the  future.  With  regard, 
then,  to  the  past,  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
'  to  place  this  Committee  in  possession  of  the 
fullest  information  up  to  the  'most  reoent 
dates.  Depending  altogether  on  the  aooonnts 
Moeived  by  the  l^easury,  it  would  be  mani- 
festly impossible  to  place  the  House  in  posses- 
sion of  imormation  to  within  five  or  six  months 
H>{  the  present  time.  But,  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  estimates,  or  to  enable 
lit  to  oonsidet  the  present  financial  position  of 
the  colony,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  a  combination  of  estimate  and 
account — that  we  should  take  the  accounts  of 
the  colony  as  iar  as  they  have  been  received, 
and  upon  them,  as  a  basis,  form  aa  estimate — 
which  can  be  accurately  formed — as  to  what 
-will  eventually  turn  out  to  be  the  state  of 
^fiairs  on  the  80th  June,  1861.  I  shall  now 
attempt  to  inform  the  Oommittee  as  to  what 
will  he  the  actual  position  of  affairs  on  the 
.  SOth  June,  1861,  as  it  will  probably  be  here- 
after ascertained  when  the  accounts  of  the 
colony  come  to  hand.  The  first  statement 
■  1  shall  have  to  make  to  this  House  with  re- 
ference to  the  past  state  of  affturs  is  one 
showing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
'  colony  to  the  SOth  June,  1861,  prepared  in  the 
manner  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  to 
the  Committee.  With  regard  to  the  revenue, 
the  first  and  principal  item  of  account  is  that 
'^f  Customs  receipts,  -whidh  were  estimated 
by  my  predecessor  to  amount  to  £198,000. 
They  will  be  found  to  have  reached  £205,000. 
Sir,  I  most  here  pause  for  a  moment  to  con- 
r^gratulate  this  Committee  and,  through  it,  the 
country  upon  this  marked,  clear,  and  plain 
evidence  of  the  general  progress  and  advance- 
ment of  this  colony.  The  estimate  mside  by 
my  predecessor  last  year  was  considerably  in 
advance  of  the  Customs  revenue, of  the  year 
before ;  and  that  that  estimate  'should  have 
now  reached  the  sum  of  £205,000  is  a  subject 
of  congratulation  to  the  country  and  to  this 
Committee.  The  Customs  revenue,  then,  was 
estimated  at  £198,000,  and  has  reached  to 
.£905,000.  The  Postal  revenue  was  estimated 
«t  £11,000,  and  has  actually  reached  to 
Mr,  Wood 


£11,664.  The  revenue  bom  &»  Tsiions  Oonrts, 
under  the  head  "  Judicial,"  was  estimated  at 
£13,800.  and  has  only  reached  to  £9,078 ;  hot 
perhaps  that  falling-off  may  be  as  much  a  sub- 
ject of  congratulation  as  the  increase  of  die 
Customs  revenue.  On  account  of  the  Iduid 
Claims  Settlement  Act  £800  have  been  re- 
ceived ;  £600  were  estimated.  The  fees  <^  the 
Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 
have  actually  amounted  to  £966,  and  were 
estimated  at  £800.  The  fees  arising  from 
Crown  grants  were  estimated  at  £1,600,  and 
have  amounted  to  only  dSl,096.  Those  from 
miscellaneous  sources  were  estimated  at  £500, 
and  £868  have  been  received.  The  total  esti- 
mated revenue  was  £219,600 ;  the  actoal  reve- 
nue was  £228,866.  The  way  in  which  that 
revenue  has  been  expended  Is  as  follows: 
The  Civil  List  charges,  £19,000;  the  perma- 
nent charges,  £26,000 ;  the  various  apinopiia- 
ticns  by  this  House,  £96,674 ;  amounting  to  a 
total  of  £140,674.  The  provinces  have  re- 
ceived their  three-eighths  ot  the  Customs  reve- 
nue, amounting  to  £76,876;  which  leaves  a 
balance  of  £11,407,  whidi  is  appropriated  to 
paying  off  one-third  of  the  sum  of  £36,000  of 
supplementary  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
late  Oovemmant  up  to  the  period  of  the  SOUt 
June,  1860.  The  Committee  will  then  perceive 
that  by  the  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditan 
of  last  year  three  great  objects  have  been  at- 
tained. The  appropriations  of  this  House 
have  been  covered  by  the  receipts ;  the  pro- 
vinces have  received  their  three-eighths;  and 
the  proportion,  as  nearly  as  possible  (for  tiie 
savings  of  appropriations  will  probably  bs 
found  to  have  raised  that  sum  to  £12,000),  of 
one-third  of  that  charge  of  £86,000  will  also 
have  been  covered.  It  would  give  but  a  poor 
idea  of  the  financial  state  of  this  country  wote 
the  Committee  only  placed  in  possession  of  the 
account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  to  one 
year.  The  Committee  is  aware  that  there 
are  various  accounts  on  which  information  is 
sought :  there  are  Loan  Accounts,  Deposit  Ac- 
counts, and  Suspense  Accounts,  all  of  which  I 
should  feiil  in  my  duty  were  I  not  to  place  as 
fully  in  possession  of  the  Committee  as  it  lies  in 
my  power  to  do.  Of  these,  the  first  Account  I 
shall  refer  to  is  that  of  the  half -million  loan ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  first  and  second  divisions 
of  that  loan,  by  which  £200,000  were  devoted 
to  paying  off  the  New  Zealand  Company's 
debt,  and  £120,000  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  old  debts  of  the  country,  my 
predecessor,  in  his  Statement  last  year,  went 
so  fully,  so  completely  and  entirely  in  deteil  on 
those  subjects  that  it  will  be  altogether  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  do  more  than  take  them  up 
at  the  point  where  he  left  off ;  and  I  am  sure 
I  shall  fully  satisfy  the  Committee  if,  in  the 
Statement  I  have  to  make,  I  can  approach  his 
clearness  of  statement  and  lucidity  of  arrange- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  first  and  second 
divisions  of  that  loan,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man showed  the  Committee  what  was  ^e  bal- 
emoe  left  on  each  head,  and  proposed  to  con- 
solidate these  balanoes  into  one  sum,  which, 
on  the  SOtii  September,  1860,  amounted  tv 
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£10.7S0  10b.  lOd. ;  and  it  wu  proposed  out  of 
that  balance  to  defray  the  coat  to  the  Provin- 
cial OoTemment  of  Aaokland,  or  that  propor- 
tion which  it  was  ultimately  foond  the  provinoe 
W»s  entitled  to,  of  QoTenunent  House,  and  also 
to  pay  oS  an  old  outstanding  liability  known 
ka  Scott's  debentures.    The  Superintendent  of 
Hackland  submitted  the  question  of  GoTem- 
ment  Hoose  (as  he  was  entitled  to  do  by  a  Select 
(ViTnTnittiOfi  of  the  House)  to  arbitrators,  who 
awarded  £13,752  6s.  6d.  as  the  proper  sum  to 
be  paid  to  the  Snperintendent  of-  Aaokland  on 
scconnt  of  Government  House.     On  account 
M  Scott's  debfflitures  there  was  due  £3,675  16s., 
making  a  total  of  £17,428  Ss.  6d.    To  pay  this, 
then,  utere  was  nothing  left  but  the  oonsoli- 
datad  balance  of  the  two  first  divisions  of  the 
half -million  loan.    It  is  proposed  to  add  to  that 
consolidated  balance  the  sum  of  £8,133  98.  Id., 
generally  known  as  the  Suspense  Account — an 
acc<nmt  held  for  some  years  by  the  Oolonial 
Treasurer,  arising   from   certain  transactions 
between  Sir  George   Grey,  the  New  Zealand 
Company,  and  the  Home  Government.     My 
predecessor  last  year  proposed  to  devote  this  to 
aeenring  to  the  provinces  their  three-eighths  of 
the  Customs  revenue  ;  but,  as  they  have  been 
■ecnzed  already  by  the  increase  in  the  Customs 
lerenoe,  the  amount  of  the  Suspense  Account 
still  tamains  to  credit.    I  propose  to  add  it  to 
the  balance  from  the  two  first  divisions  of  the 
loam,  which  together  make  a  total  of  £18,883 
19s.  lid.     If   from  this  is  deducted  the  two 
amounts   due    upon  Government  House  and 
Scott's  debentures,  there  will  be  left  a  balance 
V>  eiedit  of  £1,4^  17s.  5d.    If  this  course  is 
sdf^ted  the  two  first  portions  of  the  loan  are 
done  away  with  for  ever.    The  colony  has  now 
nothing  further  to  do  with  them  but  to  pay 
them ;  and  there  is  left  to  the  credit  of  the  Sus- 
pense Account  the  sum  of  £1,455 17s.  6d.   With 
^ard  to  the  third  portion  of  that  half-million 
— namely,  the  £180,000  appropriated  to  the  ez- 
tix^oishment  of  Native  title  in  the  Northern 
Islajid,  the  account  is  as  follows :  The  amount 
szpended  from  that  account  to  the  present  time 
is — for  the  Provinoe  of  Auckland,  £37,506  17s. 
5d. ;  for  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay,  £48,255 
10s.    Sd. ;    and  for  Taranaki,  £3,312  Os.   lOd. 
The  proportions  of  the  whole  amount  appropri- 
ated to  these  various  provinces  by  "  The  Public 
Debt  Apportionment  Act,  1858,"  was  as  fol- 
lows: To  the  Province  of  Auckland,  £90,000; 
to  the  Provinces  of  Wellington  and  Hawke's 
Bay,  £54,000;  and  to  the  Province  of  Taranaki, 
£86,000.    Thesumof  £50,000  on  account  of  the 
£180,000  has  not  yet  been  raised;  the  total 
.  amount  taken  up  on  account  of  the  third  divi- 
sion is  £130,000.    Of  this  there  has  been  ap- 
pnipriated    £92,000,    leaving    unappropriated 
£38,000;  and  there  is  a  bauuice  unexpended 
al  £2,000,  which  leaves  a  total  amount  unex- 
pended of  £40,000.    Add  to  that  the  £50,000  not 
yet  raised,  and  there  remains  a  balance  avail- 
able for  the  extinguishment  of  Native  title  of 
£90,000,  or  just  one-half  of  the  third  division 
of  the  half-million  loan.    There  is  another  ac- 
ooDnt  on  which  it  is  very  important  that  this 
Committee  should  be  fully  informed.    It  is  a 


Deposit  Account  of  the  reserved  sixths  of  the 
Land  Fund,  or  that  proportion  of  the  provin- 
cial land  revenues  which  is  reserved  by  the 
General  Government  to  furnish  a  fund  for  the 
extinguishment  of  Native  title  when  the  last 
portion  of  the  great  loan  account  to  which  I 
have  referred  is  expended.  Up  to  the  latest 
dates — namely,  to  the  close  of  the  quarter  ended 
the  31st  March,  1861 — that  account  stood  as 
follows : — 

S       8.  d. 
Amount  received        ..  ..    80,139    1    6 

Invested  in  Union  Bank  of  Ana- 

traUa         ..  ..  ..     104»7  11    8 

Advances  on  loan  to  Province  of 

Hawke's  Bt^  ..  ..      5,000    0    0 

Advances  to  Hawke's  Bay  on  ac- 

ootmt  of  land  purchases  . .  3,400  0  0 
Balance  uninvested  ..    11,471  10    3 


Total 


..  £30,139    1    6 


Now,  by  turning  to  the  Act  of  1858,  which 
authorizes  the  General  Government  to  reserve 
from  the  Land  Fund  of  the  provinces  the  one- 
sixth  of  the  receipts,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
intention  of  that  Act  was  that  the  sixths  should 
be  secured  to  the  provinces  by  investment.  The 
clause  by  which  this  provision  is  made  is  as 
follows: — 

"  Provided  always  that  until  any  saoh  money 

shall  be  required,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Go- 
vernor to  invest  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  such  manner  and  upon  such  security  as  he 
shall  think  fit,  for  the  benefit  of  the  province  in 
respect  of  which  the  same  shall  be  received." 

Now,  what  has  been  done  with  these  sixths  7 
On  the  31st  March  last  the  sum  of  £11,471 10s. 
3d.  was  not  only  not  invested  at.  all,  not  only 
was  it  not  used  in  any  way  for  the  benefit  of 
the  province  in  respect  of  which  the  same  was 
received,  but  it  was  used  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment as  part  of  their  working  balance. 
Subsequently  this  sum  has  been  secured — if 
such  a  word  can  be  fairly  used  to  denote  such  a 
transaction — by  the  deposit  of  debentures  to  an 
equivalent  amount  with  the  Union  Bank.  I 
must  confess  that,  after  all  that  I  had  heard 
in  this  House  of  the  irregularities  committed 
by  Superintendents  in  spending  public  money 
without  the  sanction  of  the  law,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  the  General  Government  had  been 
systematically  using  provincial  funds  contrary 
to  the  law.  Daring  last  session  an  Act  was 
passed  to  enable  the  General  Government  to 
raise  a  loan  not  exceeding  £37,789  158.  Sd.by 
debentures.  This  sum  represented  the  nnaa> 
thorized  expenditure  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment  up  to  the  close  of  the  financial  period 
ending  the  30th  June,  1860.  These  debentures 
are  not  yet  brought  into  the  market,  but  they 
are  deposited  with  the  Union  Bank  of  Australia, 
so  as  to  secure  the  fund  from  which  that  amount 
was  advanced.  There  is  a  Deposit  Acooimt, 
which  arises  principally  from  the  accumulated 
funds  received  by  the  Treasurer  on  aoooont  of 
intestate  estates,  amounting  to  £8,046  19b.  lid. 
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Tlhere  is  also  another  Aoootmt,  aciaing  ftom^  a 
variety  of  speoial  accounts,  npon  which  I  will 
now  proceed  to  remark.  The  item  of  £615 12s. 
to  tiie  credit  of  the  Bank  of  Issue  was  referred 
to  in  the  report  of  the  Audit  Oommittee  of  last 
year,  and  as  it  explains  that  item  with  great 
clearness,  I  will  read  the  passage  from  the  re- 
port which  relates  to  it : — 

"  It  appears  desirable  to  show  the  position  of 
this  account  more  fully.  The  colony  had  trans- 
ferred to  it  in  1856  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
laaoe — £3S,000  in  English  Consolidated  Funds 
— ^undertalang  on  its  part  to  take  up  for  the  bank 
all  its  notes  in  circulation,  amounting,  nomi- 
nally, to  the  equivalent  sum  of  £35,000.  On 
the  one  side  there  has  been  a  loss  of  £289  8s. 
in  realizing  the  stock,  and  on  the  other  there 
will  probably  be  a  profit  through  the  non-pre- 
sentation for  payment  of  notes  lost  or  destroyed. 
Hie  whole  amount  of  notes'  outstanding  on  the 
SOth  September,  1859,  was  £1,188.  If,  of  this 
amount,  less  than  £848  i2s.  has  ultimately  to 
be  taken  up,  the  transaction  can  be  closed 
with  a  net  profit ;  if  otherwise,  with  a  loss." 

The  notes  of  this  bank  are  still  constantly 
dropping  in.    Up  to  this  time,  however,  there 
has  been  no  loss  on  the  transaction.    The  Spe- 
cif Account  stands  as  follows : — 

£     s.  d. 
Baokof Issue..  ..  ..       615  12    0 

Oold  Duty  Act  ..  ..     1,006    6    4 

Native  Circuit  Courts  Aot  ..  49  6  0 
Aackland  Beserves  Act  . .       417    9    8 


Bav  of  Islands  Settlement  Act* 
OoIdfieldsAot 

Balance  •  •  •  •  •  • 


£2,090  14    0 

£       s.  d. 

1,680    8  8 

350  17  8i 

159  13  5i 

£2,090  14    0 


*  Binoe  inereased  to  over  JSiOOO  by  farther  psy- 
ments. 

With  regard  to  the  advance  on  account  of 
the  Bay  of  Islands  Settlement  Act,  although 
£1,580  8s.  Sd.  had  been  advanced  on  the  Slst 
March  on  this  extraordintiry  experiment  of 
General  Government  colonization,  these  ad- 
vances have  now  reached  the  sum  of  £3,000, 
and  I  have  failed  to  discover  either  any  Act, 
appropriation,  or  resolution  of  this  House  which 
authorizes  this  advance.  This,  too,  is  another 
instance  of  the  expenditure  of  money  contrary 
to  the  law.  Now  that  I  have  detailed  to  the 
Mr.  Wood 


Committea  the  natuN  of  these  vadoos  ■» 
counts,  I  Will  proceed  to  group  them  into  oat 
balance-sheet,  straok  from  these  balanoed  ak 
counts — that  is  to  say,  I  will  now  exhihit  to 
the  Committee  a  statement  showing  what 
sums  the  Treasury  was  liable  for  on  the  Slst- 
March,  1861,  and  how  it  aooounts  for  thoM- 
liabilities : — 


TreMory  liable  tor—  £  s.  d. 

Balance  of  iisaaOOO  Loan  (<4  37,513  4  3 
Adding    ISritiah    Treasury 

Aoooont  8J3S  9  1 


4    s.  d,. 


Depoeits,  misceUimeoua   ... 

Deposits,    Land    Purchase 

Siztha'  Fund  Aoooont  (i) 

Special  aoooiu>ts.« 


ii,m  10  s 


■4S,6I61S  « 


■IftSUlO  t 
15»U  4 

d.     4    a  a, 


Aaooonted  for  bp— 

Payments  on  Bevenae  Aa- 
count  in  ezceH  of  re- 
ceipts  ... 

War  expenses,  *&,  diarged 
on  loan  of  ^uaooo  (e)     ... 

Payments  on  account  of 
provinces 

susa  Utt- 
Balance  In  hands  of  Union  Bank,  London  071  OU 
Treasurers  and  acooontants  ...  ...    33030  0  4 

66J9M  U 


8wr  1  9 

is^n  6U 

4374  7  9 


(a.)  Since  seoored  by  ttie  deposit  of  debeutuisa 
Isened  under  the  Act  of  1860^  with  the  Union  Bankta 
the  amount  of  £36,600. 

(6.)  Since  seoared  by  Treasury  bills  at  the  dlspossl 
of  tnittees  for  the  Land  Purohase  Siztha  Fund. 

(e.)  This  boloooe  has  been  since  replaoed  by  diafia 
to  the  amount  of  £90,000,  on  oooount  of  the  loon  aC 
£150,000. 

One  portion  of  my  subject  is  now  oonolnded. 
I  have  stated  to  the  Committee  the  finnj»«i«l 
position  of  the  colony  in  what  may  be  called 
its  normal  state.  It  will  appear,  I  think,  on 
the  whole,  of  a  very  satisfaotoiy  nature.  We 
provide  for  the  large  establishments  of  the  Q^ 
vemment,  and,  although  there  are  no  lans 
balances  left  to  credit,  it  is  something  toM 
able  to  pay  our  way.  I  now  turn  to  anotbec 
part  of  the  sabject,  the  results  of  which  will  be 
far  from  satisfactory :  I  refer  to  that  jrartion  of 
the  past  which  relates  to  the  war  expenditure. 
Last  session  authori^  was  given  to  raise  a  wac 
loan  of  £150,000.  The  appropriations  undec 
that  loan  were  divided  mto  eight  different 
heads.  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  Committee 
a  statement  showing  the  appropriated  snina 
under  each  head,  the  expenditure,  the  balances 
to  credit,  and  the  excesses  of  expenditoie  ovat- 
appropriation : — 
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DiTWoBi. 

Total  Faymenti 
toDkte. 

Appropriation. 

Balanoe. 

Bxoen. 

I.  Anns  and  acooatrementa 

m.  Native  insaneotion 
IV.  Native  oonfeienea 
V.  Banaoks 

VI.  Bonos  to  Militia,  &o.    . . 
Vn.  Ammanition   .. 
VIIL  Balance 

&       8.  d. 

27,887    5    2 
•10,000    0    0 

61,624*  6    7 

4,565  12    6 

3,022    6    2 

4,000    0    0 

276  17  10 

762    6    1 

i      8.  d. 

80,000    0    0 

25,000    0    0 

40,000  0  0 
6,760  0  0 
5,000    0    0 

29,000  0  0 
2,000    0    0 

12,260    0    0 

&      8.  d. 

2,112  14  10 
25,000    0    0 

2,194*  7  6 
1,977  13  10 

25,000  0  0 
1,723    2    2 

U,497  13  11 

&         8.    d. 

7.887    5    3 
11,624*  6    7 

Total 

92,118  13    4 

150,000    0    0 

69,605  12    8 

19,511  10    9 

•  Thlisum  of  about  £10,000  U  itiU  dna. 


The  lesnlt  of  this  is  that,  if  we  are  to  oon- 
iider  these  appropriations  as  fixed,  and  use  the 
anilable  balanoe  of  £11,497  13s.  lid.  as  a 
set-oS  against  the  excesses,  a  deficit  of  £8,018 
16a.  lOd.  will  become  apparent.  If,  on  the  other 
haod,  we  regard  the  loan  as  of  one  sum  of 
£1S0,000,  and  deduct  from  that  amonnt  the 
actaal  expenditure  and  such  appropriations  as 
it  is  impossible  to  alter — such,  for  instance,  as 
the  Taranaki  Belief  Fond,  the  appropriation 
for  Native  conferences,  and  ammunition— an 
available  balance  of  abont  £20,000  will  be  left 
for  {utore  appropriation.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  gum  of  £29,000  as  a  bonus  to  Militia 
was  a  very  large  one  originally  to  appropriate 
to  such  a  purpose,  and  that  it  would  not  oe  an 
unwise  coarse  to  pursue  to  reappropriate  the 
msxpended  balance  nnder  that  head  and 
under  the  head  of  "  Barracks,"  after  x>a;ing 
the  excesses  nnder  heads  numbers  one  and 
three.  This,  hovrever,  is  far  from  all.  There 
are  claims  to  lb  considerable  amount  made 
by  the  Commisstuiat  upon  the  Qovemment  of 
this  colony  for  refund.  How  these  claims  will 
be  eventnally  adjnsted  it  is  impossible  for  me 
tosa^,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  but  I  will  state  to  the 
Committee  what  those  claims  actually  are, 
which  are  made  with  an  urgency  and  importu- 
nity to  which  neither  this  Committee  nor  tiie 
colony  can  shut  its  eyes,  and  of.  a  nature  and 
amount  of  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  House  should  be  fully  informed.  The 
whole  is  detailed  in  the  following  return : — 
Ckumt  made  against  the  Colonial  Oovemment 

ty  the  Commiisariat  on  account  o/.Advanee*. 
Huitia  charges  from  1st  January        £      8.  d. 

to  31st  March,  1861  ..     16,192    6  11 

Sondiy  claims  for  clothing,  &o., 

to  aiBt  December,  1860    ..    53,183    1    4 
Demand   of   £5   per   head  for 

troops  in  New  Zealand  from 

1st  April  to  Slst  March,  1861    25,868  16    0 
Demand  on  account  of   stores 

snpplied,  October,  1860        ..      2,856  17    i 
Estimated  demand  on  account 

of  Militia  to  SOth  June,  1861    10,000    0    0 

Ditto,  £5  per  head  to  same  date      6,260    0    0 

BMiacks  at  New  Plymouth    . .      7,000    0    0 

£120,361    0    7 

1<)61— K  . 


With  regard  to  a  certain  portion  of  these  de- 
mands I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they 
are  most  unfairly  charged  against  the  colony 
at  the  present  time.     There   is  included  in 
these  amounts  a  demand  of  £13,000  for  the 
hire  of  steamers,  which  I  do  not  think  tiiis 
colony  should  be  fairly   saddled   with;  but. 
taking  the  most  favourable  view  possible   of 
this  account,  there  certainly  are  very   heavy 
demands  on  the  colony,  which  clearly  there 
are  no  means  at  the  Tnasury  to  meet.    Sup- 
posing that  we  are  successful  in  making  an 
arrangement  by  which  the  Home  Oovemmuit 
should  not  demand  payment  for  the  hire  of 
those  steamers,  and  other  dearly  inadmissible 
items,  there  will  be  cut  oS,  say,  £20,000,  and 
there  will  than  still  remain  £100,000  which  the 
Home  Oovemment  will  jmibably  olaim.    A*  a 
set-off  against  this  there  is  a  sum  of  £7,000  for 
which  the  Qovemment  is  entitled  to   claim 
credit  for  expenditure,  principally  on  account 
of  barracks  at  Napier.    There  is  also  a  sum  of 
£1,000,  reserved  from  the  votes  on  the  colonial 
estimates,  applicable  to  the  same  purpose,  leav- 
ing a  balanoe  of,  say,  £92,000  to  be  provided 
for.    Such,  it  appesjs  to  me,  is  a  statement 
of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  up  to 
the  30th  June,  1861.    Of  figures,  and  balanoea, 
and  accounts  of  all  kinds  there  is  no  end ;  but 
to  meet  these  large  demands  we  have  positively 
nothing.    The  course  we  propose  to  take  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  the  future  expenses 
which  it  is  impoesible  we  can  help  incurring, 
I  shall  state  to  the  House  in  another  part  of 
my  Statement.    I  now  proceed  to  consider  tha 
future,  and  to  state  to  the  House  the  course 
that  we  propose  to  adopt.    Upon  our  ooming 
into  office  there  were  two  oourses  open  to  us — 
the  first — and  that  is  the  one  we  adopted — ^to 
go  on  with  the  public  business  of  the  country 
and  ask  for  no  delay,  and  without  any  hesita- 
tion to  do  the  best  under  the  cironmstances 
that  lay  in  <our  power ;  the  other  was  to  ask 
the  House  for  a  long  adjournment,  to  consider 
carefully  the  various  questions  which  presented 
themselves,  to  rearrange  the  estimates,  and 
recast  the  whole ;  but  we  found,  to  do  that, 
and  to  do  it  efficiently  or  carefully,  would  take 
a  much  longer  time  than  we  could  reasonablw 
ask  this  House  to  allow  us.    And,  tboi^  I 
have  never  concealed,  nor  do  I  now  ooooeal. 
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toy  belief  that  estimates,  framed  as  they  have  1 
hitherto  generally  been  framed,  are  on  a  scEJe  | 
altogether  too  large  for  the  requirements  of  a 
young  colony  such  as  this,  yet  we  had  no  other 
alternative  to   adopt   but   either   to  ask  the 
House  for  an  adjournment,  which  would  have 
been  very  inconvenient   and   detrimental  to 
the   despatch  of  public  business,  or  else  to 
bring  down  estimates  based  and  prepared  in 
a  mtuiner  similar  to  that  to  which  the  House 
has  been   accustomed  for  some  years.     We. 
are  not  such  rabid  reformers  as  not  to  know 
that  a  bad  system  is  better  than  no  system, 
and  that  all  alterations  in  a  state  of  aflairs 
that  has  long  been  in  existence  must  be  in- 
troduced with  caution  and  with  care.     But, 
though  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  to  the 
House  the  particulars  of  the  alterations  we 
may  think  it  our  duty  to  effect,  yet  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  stating  at  once  the  direction  in 
which  we  think  those  alterations  can  be  made. 
The  great  difference  in  administration  between 
the  present  Ministry  and  those  who  preceded 
us  will  be  simply  this :  that  it  will  be  our  en- 
deavout  and  our  duty  to  act  in  harmony  with 
the  Provincial  Qovemments  ;  while,  as  far  as  I 
oan  understand  the  views  of  our  predeoesaors, 
theii  object  was  to  act  in  opposition  and  in 
antagonism  to  the  Provincial  Oovemments.    I 
believe  by  adopting  such  a  course  considerable 
savings  may  be  efieoted  to  both  Oovemments. 
With  regard  to  the  estimates,  which  will  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  at  the  earliest  pos- 
aible  period,  the  first  question  which  arises  is 
the  probable  amount  to  which  the  Customs 
revenue  foi  the  ensuing  year  will  reach.    Now, 
the  Customs  revenue  for  1857-68  was  £188,675, 
being  an  increase  of  18  per  cent,  on  that  of 
the  previous  year ;  for  1858-69  it  was  £160,471, 
being  an  increase  of  16  per  cent,  on  the  pre- 
vious year;  for  1859-60  it  was  £177,645,  or  an 
increase  of  10}  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year;  for  1860-61  it  was  £206,000,  or 
an  increase  of  15}  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year ;  and  for  1861-62  we  estimate  it  at 
£380,000,  or  am  increase  of  12  per  cent,  over  the 
amount  of  last  year.   That,  then,  is  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  Customs  revenue  for  the  current 
year.    The  Post  Office  receipts  we  estimate  at 
£14,500 ;  the  fees  and  fines  from  the  judicial 
Courts  at  £11,000;    from    the   Land  Claims 
Court,   £600;   fees   for   registration,   £1,800; 
Crown  grants,  £1,200;  and  revenue  from  mis- 
cellaneous sources,  £M0 ;  amounting  to  a  total 
of  £259,000  of  ordinary  revenue,  to  which  we 
may  fairly  add  a  saving  effected  from  the  first 
division  of  the  Civil  List  of  £8,000,  making  a 
total  of  £262,000  which  is  open  to  appropria- 
tion by  this  House.    Of  that  sum  we  propose 
to  en>end  £19,000  on  account  of  the  Civil  List, 
which  is  not  altered.    The  permanent  charges 
are  increased :  the  House  will  recollect  that  it 
consists  of  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the 
various  loans.     We  shall  have  to  provide  for 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  account  of  the 
second  division  of  the  New  Zealand  Company's 
loan  of  £120,000,  the  flrtt  and  third  divisions 
being  provided  for  from  other  sources,  being,  in 
fact,  a  charge  upon  the  land  revenue  of  the 
Mr.  Wood   . 


provinces.  There  is  also  interest  to  provide 
on  an  amount  taken  up  for  land-purchase  at 
Taranaki  of  £3,000,  at  £180  per  year ;  and  8 
per  cent,  on  the  £150,000  loan,  amonnting  to 
£12,000  a  year ;  and  the  interest  of  the  debeo- 
tures,  amounting  to  £86,600,  at  6  per  cent,  fat 
six  months ;  and  £24,000  at  6  per  cent,  for  aiz 
months— for  the  House  will  recollect  that  I  pro- 
posed that  £12,000  saved  should  go  to  pay  off 
part  of  that  £36,600.  We  also  propose  £1,500, 
interest  on  £25,000  of  Kxohequer  biUs,  to  aScod 
the  Treasury  a  working  balance.  Another 
charge  is  "  The  Pensions  Act,  1856,"  by  which 
the  old  officials  received  pensions.  That  has 
dwindled  down  to  one  single  item  of  £400 ;  but, 
although  there  is  a  saving  on  that  head,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  congratulate  the  House 
upon  it,  because  I  am  sure  the  death  of  Dr. 
Smclair  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  all  who 
knew  him.  Since  the  close  of  his  official  career 
in  1856  he  has  not  wasted  his  time  in  idlenen, 
but  devoted  it  to  scientific  pursuits  in  connec- 
tion with  this  colony ;  and  it  was  while  engaged 
in  them  that  he  lost  his  life.  He  has  left  few 
behind  him  with  the  same  time  and  capabili- 
ties, and  the  same  inclination  to  devote  their 
talents  to  the  service  of  this  colony,  and  few 
whose  death  would  be  more  regretted,  on  ^• 
vate  as  well  as  on  public  grounds.  These  per- 
manent charges  also  include  a  sum  of  £675  on 
account  of  we  Land  Claims  Settlement  Act, 
which  is  charged  for  six  months  this  year,  and 
was  charged  for  six  months  last  year,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  tell  for  how  many  fatnre 
years  it  will  be  so  charged.  Then  there  is  Sir 
William  Martin's  Annuity  Act,  the  Audit  Act, 
the  Civil  Service  Superannuation  Act,  the  Pub- 
lic Debt  Apportionment  Act,  and  Native  schools. 
All  these  permanent  charges  amount  to  the  sum 
of  £35,783  3s.  7d.  The  appropriation  of  tha 
First  Glass  (Executive)  is  nearly  the  same  as 
before,  £4,204  6s. ;  for  there  will  be  no  altera- 
tion throughout  these  estimates  excepting;  such 
as  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  oolony  re- 
quire. The  estimate  of  expenses  of  the  Iiegis- 
lative  Council  is  £590,  and  for  those  of  the 
General  Assembly  altogether,  £8,570.  What- 
ever may  be  thought  of  the  perfection  of  this 
form  of  government,  it  is  nuuufestiy  very  ex- 
pensive. The  electoral  officers  continue  as  tiiey 
were,  malting  a  total  for  the  Second  Class  of 
£12,692  10s.  For  the  Third  Class  there  is  a 
charge  of  £17,913  Is.  6d.  for  the  various  Conrts 
of  this  colony.  I  certainly  do  think  that  such 
a  charge  is  most  enormous ;  and,  however  it 
may  be  said,  perhaps  truly,  that  this  colony 
is  wonderfully  productive  in  law  and  fitiga- 
tion,  it  is  quite  certain  the  Government  has 
placed  ample  means  at  the  di^)osal  of  the 
people  that  they  should  litigate  if  so  inclined; 
for  every  little  village  has  its  own  Besident 
Magistrate's  Court.  I  think  that  by  a  system 
of  petty  sessions  a  large  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penditure might  be  reduced ;  and  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  whatever  Oovemment  may  be  in  power 
during  the  recess  to  devote  a  large  portion  of 
its  attention  to  ascertaining  whether  or  not  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  present  expenditure 
can  be  saved,  and,  if  they  find  it  cannot,  to 
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itete  to  the  House  distiiictly  the  leanm  why. 
In  the  Fourth  Class,  with  regard  to  the  Begia- 
tration  of  Land  and  Deeds  Department,  we 
had  some  diffioolty  to  ascertain  what  was  best 
to  be  done  with  tiiat,  as  the  question  is  now 
before  a  Select  Committee,  and  what  may  be 
the  proposal  of  that  Committee  it  is  impossible 
to  say.  We  have  therefore  placed  it  in  the 
position  of  last  year,  and  leave  the  House  to 
deal  with  h,  as  we  have  no  desire  to  force 
that  measure.  The  expense  of  the  Begistrar- 
Geneial's  Department,  or  the  deputment 
which  prepares  so  admirably  those  statistics 
which  axe  annoally  laid  before  the  House, 
amounts  to  £860;  the  District  Begistrar's  to 
2800;  making  a  total  for  the  Fourtii  Class  of 
£3,810.  The  Cnstoms  Department  is  estimated 
at  £S1,356  ISs.  In  the  estimates  for  the  Post 
Office  there  axe  some  alterations :  there  is  an 
item  of  £400,  which  has  never  appeared  on  the 
estimates  before,  for  the  inspection  of  mail- 
steamars.  Whether  this  is  necessary  or  not 
is  a  question  for  the  House  to  judge ;  but  it 
is  in  aooordance  with  a  report  of  the  Post- 
master-Oeneral,  who  states  as  follows : — 

"The  Intercolonial  Boyal  Mail  Company 
haTB,  upon  the  whole,  performed  their  ser- 
Tioe  witn  creditable  punctuality  in  the  past 
year.  Very  few  cases  have  occurred  of  tmne- 
cessary  delay  in  their  departures  and  arrivals; 
so  that,  considered  merely  as  a  mail  service,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  contract  has  been  satis- 
factorily carried  out.  It  appears,  however, 
from  complaints  which  have  reached  the  Oo- 
vemment  from  various  quarters,  that  the 
ecpipment  of  the  vessels  is  not  all  that  can 
be  cnsired.  More  particularly,  it  is  reported 
that  the  compasses  are  so  imperfectly  adjusted 
fliat  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  them  ;  and 
that,  eonsaqnently,  not  only  for  the  safety  of 
the  mails,  but  also  for  the  protection  of  the 
passoigers,  it  is  necessary  that  some  efficient 
system  of  inspection  and  supervision  should  be 
introduced  as  provided  for  in  the  contract." 

The  HwtmaBtei  recommends  this  snm  of  £100 
to  be  provided ;  it  will  be  a  question,  however, 
for  the  House  to  consider  whether  it  is  too 
large  or  not.  This  service,  in  my  opinion,  could 
be  satis&ctorily  performed  for  less.  Then  there 
is  the  large  expense  of  £17,000  for  the  con- 
veyance of  mails.  The  first  sum  of  £7,000  is 
to  defray  the  eolonial  portion  of  the  subsidy 
to  the  main  line  between  Bngland  and  New 
South  Wales.  It  has  never  been  distinctly 
settled  what  is  the  exact  proportion  New 
Zealand  should  pay:  the  £5,000  estimated 
for  last  year  was  not  sufficient — £6,000  was 
demanded — and  we  have  therefore  this  year 
placed  £7,000  to  meet  this  x>ayment.  The  sum 
of  £10,000  is  for  the  conveyance  of  mails 
between  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand, 
and  for  intercolonial  conmiunication.  There 
is  tlao  a  charge  of  £3,611  for  conveyance  by 
land.  The  total  on  account  of  the  Post  Office 
is  £31,908  lOs.  Class  YH.  includes  the  ex- 
penditure for  Militia  and  Volunteers,  ^at  is 
a  difficult  question  for  any  Government  at  the 
pieaent  time.  The  present  expenditure  ingoing 
on  at  the  rate  of  £10,000  a  year,  and  it  does  noc 


aimear  to  ns  at  all  possible,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  safety  of  the  colony,  that  that 
can  be  stopped.  It  is  also  equally  impossible 
that  it  can  be  borne  on  these  estimates.  We 
shall  therefore  take  the  course  of  placing  on 
these  estimates  such  a  sum  as  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  Militia 
on  a  peace  footing ;  and  for  extra  expenditure 
I  will  state  the  oonrse  we  propose  as  soon  as  I 
have  concluded  this  portion  of  my  subject. 
Glass  VIU.  contains  an  item  notplaced  on  the 
estimates  before— namely,  £10,000  for  Native 
purposes.  The  late  Native  Minister  said  it 
was  impossible  to  conduct  his  department 
without  a  larger  sum  of  money  at  his  dis- 
posal, and  the  present  Native  Minister  has 
said  exactiy  the  same — ^he  also  tells  us  that  he 
cannot  get  on  for  wanf  of  money.  Sir,  these 
two  gentlemen  being  agreed,  I  hope  the  House 
will  see  the  necessity  ol  making  some  provision 
for  Native  expenses  generally.  The  Ninth  or 
General  Class  includes  some  expenses  to  the 
Government  House  at  Auckland  and  the  Go- 
vernment House  at  Wellington,  the  expenses 
of  the  census,  and  various  buildings  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Customs,  together  with  con* 
tingencies  of  all  kinds,  amounting  to  £11,296 
16s.  The  whole  may  be  summarized  in  this 
way:— 

£      s.  a. 

Civil  List 19,000    0  0 

Permanent  charges..        ..  85,783    3  7 

Class       I.— Executive     ..  1,201    6  0 

Class      n.— Legislative    ..  12.692  10  0 

Class    m.— Judicial        ..  17,913    1  6 

Cl&ss     rv.— Kegistration..  2,310    0  0 

Class       v.— Customs       . .  21,356  IS  0 

Class     VI.— Postal           ..  84,903  10  0 

Chus   Vn.— Militia          ..  6,319    2  6 

Class  Vm.— Native          ..  10,000    0  0 

Class     IX.— Misoellaneoos  11,296  15  0 

176,779    2    7 
Three-eighths  Cnstoms  foi 

provinces      ..  ..    86,260    0    0 

Making  a  total  of    £262,029    2    7 

as  against  a  total  of  £262,000.  That,  Sir,  is, 
generally,  a  statement  of  the  estimates  which  it 
IS  our  intention  to  submit  to  this  Committee. 
There  is  now  only  one  part  of  the  duty  I  lu^ve 
to  perform  left  undone— and  that  is  to  state 
to  this  Committee  what  course  we  propose  with 
regEird  to  that  portion  of  the  expenditure  which 
it  is  utterly  impossible  to  estimate ;  that  portion 
which,  under  any  circumstances  whatever — the 
most  favourable  that  can  be  conceived — must 
be  continued  for  some  time ;  and  that  portion 
which,  in  case  of  active  military  operations, 
must  be  exceedingly  heavy  on  this  colony.  It 
is  not  our  intention  to  ask  the  Committee  at 
the  present  time  to  make  any  farther  provision 
for  a  loan,  simply  because  it  would  oe  abso- 
lutely  impossible  to  give  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  exx)en8es  that  might  be  incurred  in 
case  war  should  become  inevitable ;  for  I  am 
sure  the  Committee  will  see  at  once  that  such 
an  estimate  must  be  the  merest  guesswork,  and 
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oould  not  be  relied  on  at  all.  The  oonno  we 
intend  to  propose,  then,  is  this :  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  proposal  made  by  His  Excellency 
the  OoTemor  in  his  Message  No.  2,  in  which  he 
states, — 

"  The  Oovemor  is  aware  that  the  colony  has 
not  the  means  of  meeting  the  outlay  which  may 
be  required  for  organizing  and  maintaining  the 
colonial  forces  in  an  efficient  state,  and  he 
is  prepared  to  sanction  the  issue  from  the  Oom- 
m^^sariat  chest  of  the  money  required  for  the 

Snrpose,  but  he  can  only  do  so  upon  the  oondi- 
lons  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
his  Des^toh  No.  IS,  of  26th  January,  1861." 

That  u,  His  Excellency  can  only  do  so  on  re- 
ceiving a  guarantee  for  the  repayment  of  the 
money  by  the  colony  if  required  oy  the  Imperial 
GoTemment.  That  appears  to  me  the  only 
really  practical  course  open  to  us.  After  these 
expenses  are  incurred,  and  the  whole  of  the 
business  over,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  con- 
solidate the  whole  of  these  debts,  whatever  they 
may  amount  to,  into  one,  and  ask  the  Home 
Oovemment  for  a  guaranteed  loan,  at  4  per 
eent.  interest,  and  2  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  to 
extend  over  a  period  of  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty 
Tears,  according  to  the  amount  to  which  it  may 
nave  reached.  There  is  one  other  item  of  ex- 
penditure which  will  very  likely  be  absolutely 
neoessaty,  and  funds  for  which  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, probably,  from  the  source  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  people  of  this  colony  should  be  fully  and 
oompletely  armed,  and  various  expenses  must 
neoessarilv  be  incurred  for  purposes  of  local 
defence,  the  funds  for  which  it  will  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  for  any  Oovemment  to  obtain 
from  the  Oommissariat  (meat.  We  intend,  there- 
fore, to  propose  to  this  House,  in  addition  to 
the  £25,000  of  Exchequer  bills  for  a  working 
balanoe,  to  raise  also  £25,000  by  Exchequer 
bills,  to  enable  us,  or  whatever  Oovemment 
may  succeed  us,  fully  to  arm  and  equip  the 
people  of  this  colony,  and  to  afford  means 
for  purposes  of  local  defence  which  will  be 
necessary  in  case  of  actual  military  operations. 
I  have  stated  now  to  the  Committee  what  were 
the  state  of  the  finances  up  to  the  30th  June, 
1861,  and  the  course  that  we  intend  to  propose 
for  the  future ;  I  have  therefore  finished  the  busi- 
ness I  undertook  to  perform  to-day.  There  are 
few  who  can  be  more  penetrated  with  a  sense 
of  the  imperfections  of  this  Statement  than  I 
am  myself ;  and  I  have  to  thank  the  Committee, 
with  something  more  than  the  mere  formal  ex- 
pression of  thanks  that  is  usual  under  such 
oircumstanoes,  for  the  patient  attention  it  has 
Mcorded  to  me  while  I  have  been  travelling 
over  these  arid  deserts,  of  finance.  I  was 
anxious  when  I  took  office  that  no  delay  should 
be  caused  bv  me,  and  in  the  time  I  have  taken 
to  prepare  this  Statement,  I  have  done  what  I 
oould,  feeling  perfectly  sure  that  the  Committee 
would  extond  its  indulgence  to  me.  But  I 
abould  fall  for  short  of  expressing  all  the  thanks 
tSfnt  from  me  were  I  not  to  state  how  much  I 
iwas  indebted  to  the  cordial  assistance  given  to 
me  by  the  Auditor-General  and  Undcr-Trea- 
«urer,  an  assistance  of  a  far  different  character 
Jtr.Wood 


from  that  which  I  might  have  perhaps  required 
by  my  official  position  alone  —  an  assistance 
which  I  can  attribute  to  nothing  but  to  a  recol- 
lection on  .their  part  of  old  associations,  to  feel- 
ings of  personal  friendship  and  regard. 

Ifr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  said  he  did  not  think 
the  assistance  rendered  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
by  the  Auditor-General  and  the  Undet-Trea- 
surer  ought  to  be  attributed  to  feelings  of  per- 
sonal friendship.  It  was  rather  a  testunony  to 
the  smooth  working  of  the  system  of  Respon- 
sible Oovemment ;  and,  though  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  incurred  some  odium  for  increasing 
the  permanent  expenditure  of  the  colony  in 
making  those  arrangements  which  enabled  the 
public  business  to  be  conducted  without  diffi- 
culty by  a  new  set  of  men,  he  was  bom  the 
honourable  gentlemen  now  in  office  would 
acknowledge  the  great  advantage  reenltiiig 
from  those  arrangements.  It  was  owing  to 
the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Auditor-Oenetsl 
and  permanent  Under- Treasurer  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  had  been  enabled  in  so  short  » 
time  to  become  so  familiar  with  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  the  colony  gls  he  had  shown 
himself  to  be  from  the  very  lucid  Statement 
the  Committee  had  heard.  At  the  same  time 
he  (Mr.  0.  W.  Richmond)  did  not  wish  to 
detract  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  in- 
dustry, which  must  have  been  very  great.  As 
regarded  the  revenue  and  enenditure,  the 
Statement  would  probably  be  found  to  differ 
but  little  from  that  which  he  (Mr.  C.  W.  Rich- 
mond) would  have  made  had  the  duty  of  intro- 
ducing the  estimates  devolved  on  him.  He 
had  noticed  one  ominous  omission,  howevmr, 
for  which  he  had  been  partly  prepared — and 
that  was,  that  no  .provision  had  bemi  made  foe 
working  the  new  registration  law.  Anotiiet 
matter  he  observed  was  that  the  estimate  for 
the  steam  postal  subsidy  vras  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  present  system  would  be 
continued,  and  that  a  new  line  would  not  be 
established  as  the  result  of  the  report  of  tiie 
Committee  on  the  postal  service. 

Mr.  WOOD  remarked  that  the  Committee 
had  not  made  any  report,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment had  no  other  data  than  the  terms  of  Oie 
existing  contract  to  go  upon. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  was  right, 
then,  in  assuming  that  the  estimate  was  made 
on  that  basis.  He  was  glad  to  find  th»t  the 
appropriation  to  be  made  for  the  Katire  De- 
partment was  on  a  liberal  basis.  He  believed 
that  was  a  wise  expenditure,  and  he  would 
offer  no  opposition  to  it ;  but  it  was  his  opinum 
that  the  constituents  of  the  Colonial  Treasnier 
and  the  public  at  large  would  be  somewhat 
disappointed  at  not  flniiiTig  in  him  the  finaacttl 
reformer  they  had  expected.  He  could  not 
admit  as  an  excuse  the  short  time  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  in  office,  for  the 
estimates  of  revenue  and  expenditure  were 
regularly  published,  so  that  any  person  oonld 
moke  himself  acquainted  with  Qie  financial 
condition  of  the  colony,  and  be  prepared  with 
a  comprehensive  scheme  of  reduction  of  ex- 
penditure, such  as  it  sometimes  was  st»t«d  it 
would  be  easy  ts  carry  oat.    One  honoai»U« 
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gentleman  had  stated  that  it  would  he  eos^  to 
reduce  the  ezpenditore  by  one-third ;  and  no 
donbt  it  coold  be  done  by  catting  down  the 
lalaiies  of  those  greatly-oyerpaid  officials  to 
whom  reference  was  often  made,  and  effecting 
indiscriminate  reductions  right  and  left ;  and 
if  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea,  who,  he 
Mr.  Richmond)  foresaw,  would  prove  the  Joe 
Hume  of  the  House,  had  been  in  the  Treasurer's 
place,  there  was  no  doubt  he  would  have  played 
the  bull  in  the  china-shop,  and  soon  made  a 
smash  among  the  Oovemment  officials.  But 
office  had  produced  upon  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell  its  usual  moderating  influence, 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  the  Oovemment  run- 
ning along  so  smoothly  on  the  rails  the  late 
Mimstry  had  Ia,id  down  for  them.  A  great 
noise  was  often  msMle  regarding  the  difference 
between  "  ins "  and  "  outs ;"  but  it  was  now 
plainly  seen  that  the  difference  was  not  so 
great  as  gentlemen  on  the  hustings  repre- 
sented. On  one  point,  however,  further  ex- 
planation was  needed — that  was,  regarding  the 
issue  of  Exchequer  bills,  and  the  provision  to  be 
made  for  military  expenses.  He  did  not  hear 
whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer  proposed  to 
take  up  the  present  outstanding  Exchequer 
bills ;  and  he  would  like  some  explanation  re- 
paiding  it.  It  should  be  recollected  that  the 
issue  of  Exchequer  bills  as  a  permanent  pro- 
Tiiion  tor  expenditure  was  not  a  good  financial 
expedient.  In  Englafid  Exchequer  bills  were 
issued  in  anticipation  of  revenue  to  be  appro- 
priated to  taking  them  up  at  a  future  day,  and 
sometimes  they  were  issued  as  deficiency  bills  ; 
but  they  should  not  deceive  themselves  that  by 
the  issue  of  a  large  amount  of  Exchequer  bills 
tbey  would  be  enabled-  to  escape  the  necessity 
of  a  loan  to  meet  an  excess'of  expenditure  over 
income ;  and,  as  the  proposal  now  was  to  issue 
£50,000  in  Exchequer  bills  in  addition  to  the 
£35,000  already  issued  in  this  fcfrm,  he  would 
like  to  know  how  the  existing  Exchequer  bills 
were  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Government  proposed  to 
issue  £25,000  in  Exchequer  bills  to  give  a  work- 
ing balance  to  the  Treasury,  and  £25,000  was 
to  be  issued  for  arming  the  population  and  for 
purposes  of  local  defence. 

Ur.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  remarked  that  there 
was  already  a  working  balance  at  the  Treasury 
from  the  outstanding  Exchequer  bills.  The 
Land  Fund  Sixths  Account  was  secured  by 
Exchequer  bills  bearing  interest ;  and  these 
ought  to  be  taken  up  at  maturity  like  other 
bills.  The  Oovemment  had  issued  a  portion 
of  these  bills,  providing  a  working  balance ; 
bat,  if  the  House  assented  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  then  there  would  be 
£50,000  of  Exchequer  bills  afloat  in  addition  to 
the  £25,000  already  issued. 

Mr.  WOOD  explained  that  the  Oovemment 
only  contemplated  issuing  £50,000  in  all — 
£25,000  to  be  appropriated  for  redeeming  the 
existing  Exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  had  not  at 
first  appeared.  He  then  explained  the  reason 
why  the  late  Govenmient  had  not  issued  the 
Sxehe^uer  bills  to  the  pnblio.    The  Act  did  not 


constitute  a  separate  trusteeship,  and,  as  there 
was  a  difficulty  as  to  whom  the  Exchequer  bill! 
should  issue,  he  had  determined  to  hold  them, 
bearing  interest,  as  an  investment  and  security 
on  aotK>unt  of  the  Land  Fond  Sixths  Account. 
That  ttrrangement,  he  maintained,  wm  as  good 
an  investment  as  could  have  been  made,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  fair  to  charge  the  late 
Government  with  not  issuing  those  bills.  The 
law  needed  amendment  so  as  to  constitute  an 
independent  trusteeship  of  the  fund.  Undei 
the  existing  law  there  was  really  no  difference 
between  the  Colonial  Treasurer  holding  those 
Exchequer  bills  and  a  trustee  holding  them — 
the  security  was  the  same  to  the  fund.  But 
he  had  not  issued  those  bills  to  the  public,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  had  taken  good  oare  to 
secure  interest  to  the  'fund  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Committee  of  Sapply,  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee pledged  itself  to  allow  interest  to  the 
amount  of  the  whole  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  Land  Fund  Sixths 
Account  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  arising  from 
these  Exchequer  bills,  bearing  interest  at  6 
per  cent.,  during;  the  whole  time  that  por- 
tion of  the  fimd  in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  been  used  as  a  working  balance. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  assent  to  the  justice  of 
the  accusation  made  against  the  late  Adminis- 
tration that  they  had  left  £11,471  IBs.  8d.  un- 
invested. The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  stated 
that  the  Arms  Account  was  overdrawn  by 
£7,786;  but  he  thought  there  must  be  some 
mistake  in  the  amount,  although  he  only  spol^e 
from  recollection. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  had  included  a  sum  of 
£10^000,  advised  by  Messrs.  Hebbert  and  Co., 
but  was  not  yet  paid. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.  — There  was  only 
one  portion  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  State- 
ment in  which  he  would  speak  in  terms  of 
absolute  reprobation — and  that  was  his  com- 
ments on  the  claims  lately  made  on  the  Colo- 
nial Treasury  by  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment here.  His  (Mr.  Wood's)  remarks  on  those 
exorbitant  claims  were,  to  say  the  least,  inju- 
dicious. The  Colonial  'Treasurer  must  recollect 
that  he  now  spoke  for  the  colony,  and  his  words 
possessed  a  weight  not  forinerly  attached  to 
them.  He  (Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond)  protested 
against  those  claims  being  mentioned  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  give  them  any  sort  of  validity. 
They  were  in  many  respects  utterly  and  entirely 
inadmissible.  And  the  trifling  exception  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  to  the  account 
only  made  matters  worse.  He  had  not  heard 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  take  credit  on  behalf 
.  of  the  colony  for  the  set-off  to  this  unreasonable 
claim,  of  the  amount  of  barrack  ezpenditnie 
since  1858.  •  • 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  had  taken  credit  for  a 
sum  of  £7,000  fur  barrack  expenditure,  princi- 
pally at  Napier. 

Mr.  C.  W,  RICHMOND  thought  the  set-off 
was  understated.  The  arrangements  were  that 
the  colony  was  to  be  repaid  all  its  expenditure 
for  new  barracks  and  repairs  of  existing  bar- 
racks from  the  time  when  the  troops  began  to 
b«  paid  £6  per  man;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 
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would  be  found  to  exceed  £7,000.  However, 
there  waa  no  doubt  that  the  demands  of  the 
Imperial  Government  upon  the  colony  for  con- 
tribution towards  the  military  expenditure  were 
such  OS  very  ^eatly  to  darken  their  financial 
future.  For  lus  part,  he  did  not  wish  to  oppose 
any  difficulties  to  Ministers  in  arranging  this 
matter,  on  which  he  hoped  the  House  would 
sink  all  party  differences  and  act  together. 
They  required  to  be  united  in  the  support  of 
the  Government  in  the  settlement  of  this 
account.  [The  honourable  member  concluded 
by  again  complimenting  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
upon  his  assiduity.] 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  wished  to  refer  to 
one  or  two  matters  not  alluded  to  by  his 
honourable  friend  the  taiember  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, which  appeared  to  have  been  rather 
unfairly  the  subject  of  inferential  animadver- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
reference  to  the  late  Government.  He  alluded 
to  the  expenditure  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
settlement,  which  had  been  chs^raoterized  as 
a  splendid  specimen  of  General  Government 
colonization.  Now,  it  was  evident,  if  that 
Act  was  to  be  carried  out,  that  some  ad- 
vance was  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
before  the  settlement  could  be  made ;  'but  that 
advance  was  not,  properly  speaking,  an  un- 
authorized expenditure  of  the  public  funds, 
although  no  vote  had  been  taken  for  the 
amount,  because  it  was  secured  by  the  reve- 
nue which  was  expected  to  accrue  from  the 
settlement  at  a  future  day,  and  was  a  parallel 
case  to  the  advance  of  money  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  erection  of  certain  judicial  build- 
ings in  the  City  of  Auckland,  which  was 
secured  by  the  amount  that  would  be  real- 
ized by  the  sole  of  land  under  the  Auckland 
Reserves  Act,  but  which  sale  hod  not  yet  taken 
place.  He  complained  that  the  Bay  of  Islands 
settlement  should  have  been  selected  for  com- 
ment, while  the  Auckland  expenditure  had  not 
been  mentioned.  He  admitted  that,  if  no  reve- 
nue could  be  expected  from  the  Bay  of  Islands 
settlement,  there  would  be  reason  to  complain 
that  the  advance  made  on  its  behalf  came 
under  the  description  of  unauthorized  ex- 
penditure of  public  money ;  but  such  was  not 
the  case.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  also  agreed  with 
the  feeling  expressed  by  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  New  Plymouth  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  certain  Commissariat  claims 
hod  been  referred  to  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer; 
for  those  cledms  had  not  been  made  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  but  had  been  sent  in 
by  a  subordinate  department  in  the  colony,, 
without  the  cognizance  of  or  instruotions  from' 
the  Imperial  authorities,  with  whom  alone 
the  Colonial  Government  had  a  right  to  settle 
claims  of  such  magnitude.  Acting  upon  that 
principle  he  (Mr.  Stafford),  when  Chief  Secre- 
tary, had  refused  to  go  into  the  claims.  He 
did  not  recognize  any  denims  emanating  from  a 
subordinate  office  witiiout  instruotions  &om  the 
Imperial  Government.  Among  those  claims 
which,  when  it  fell  upon  his  ear,  had  created  a 
considerable  impression  upon  him,  and  which 
had  also  produced  an  impression  upon  the 
Mr.  0.  W.  Bkhrwmd 


House — for  which  purpose,  doubtless,  it  had 
been  uttered  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer— waa 
"  Sundiy  claims  for  clothing  up  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1860,  £53,183  Is.  4d."  The  Colonial  Trek- 
surer  had  separately  stated  that  the  chaige* 
for  Militia  pay  were  £15,192  168.  lid.,  aad 
then  mentioned  this  greater  claim ;  but  it  waa 
his  (Mr.  Stafford's)  opinion  that  a  sum  tat  pay 
was  included  in  the  £53,183  Is.  4d.  However, 
the  £53,183  was  made  up  of  two  or  three  ex- 
traordinary claims,  the  wildest  of  which,  per- 
haps, was  that  by  which  the  colony  was  asked 
to  pay  for  the  conveyance  of  rations  to  Her 
Majesty's  troops.  As  well  might  they  be  asked 
to  feed  the  troops  at  Otahuhu  at  this  ninmnnt 
as  be  asked  to  pay  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
supplies  sent  to  the  camp  at  Waitara.  When 
the  "  Tasmanian  Maid  "  and  "  Wonga  Wonga" 
were  chartered  to  carry  supplies  to  the  Wai- 
tara he  protested,  as  soon  as  he  had  official 
intimation  of  the  circumstances,  against  th« 
colony  being  called  upon  to  pay  this  outlay, 
urging  that  the  colony  waa  no  more  responsible 
for  it  than  for  the  cost  of  land  transit,  such  as 
the  hire  of  a  wagon  or  bullock-dray.  Those 
protests  were  forwarded  by  the  Governor  to 
General  Pratt,  and  were  still  in  existence. 
That  claim  for  hire  of  steamers  was  therefore 
to  be  eliminated  from  the  £53,183.  There 
were  other  claims  in  that  item  for  articles 
called  "  stores;"  and  it  turned  out  that  three 
of  those  items  had  been  paid,  while  the  fourth 
had  never  been  supplied  at  all.  That  would 
remove  about  £6,000  more  out  of  the  £53.183, 
which,  with  the  £11,000  odd  for  steam  pur- 
poses, would  reduce  it  very  considerably.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  conveyed  to  the  House 
and  country  the  impression — and,  he  thought, 
intentionally — that  the  present  state  of  thmgi 
was  calculated  to  destroy  the  energy  of  the 
country,  financially  speolang,  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  That  he  utterly  denied.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
however,  might  congratulate  himself  on  the 
fact  that  his  financial  projects  were  not  on  this 
occasion,  as  they  hod  on  a  previous  occasion 
been,  liable  to  the  imputation  of  being  the 
finances  of  youth  and  hope.  He  thou^ 
rather  that  the  remark  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Omata  more  truly  characterized 
what  emanated  from  the  Ministerial  taiile, 
when  he  said,  at  the  formation  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry,  that  this  was  to  be  the  "  Go- 
vernment of  all  the  croakers ;"  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  consistent 
with  a  croaking  policy,  which  was  intended  to 
frighten  the  colony  in  the  direction  of  a  cer- 
tain general  policy  which  they  desired  to  act 
upon.  When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  come 
down  to  the  House  and  professed  to  shadow 
forth  that  it  would  have  to  make  provision  for 
such  sums  as  those  he  had  referred  to,  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  mistaking  the  in- 
tention. But  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
no  right  to  allude  to  those  claims  at  all.  He 
had  no  right  to  say  they  were  liabilities  for 
which  he  hod  not  the  means  to  provide,  unless 
he  could  state  that  they  were  colonial  liabilities. 
The  Imperial  Government  zm'ght  undoubtedly 
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••k  for  some  portion  of  the  pay  givea  to  the 
Militia  at  Taranaki,  and  the  amount  paid  for 
their  clothing;  but  whether  they  would  press 
ias  this  when  all  the  circumstances  were  ex- 
plained none  could  say.  The  present  Govem- 
iDBnt  would,  no  doubt,  explain  this  claim,  and 
■how  the  non- liability  of  tiie  colony  ;  and  when 
the  whole  matter  was  fairly  placed  before  the 
Imperial  Qovezninent  he  did  not  think  that 
even  those  claims  for  Militia  pay  and  clothing, 
which  were  clearly  war  expenditure,  would  be 
pressed  for  from  the  colony.  He  (Mr.  Stafiord) 
admitted  the  liability  of  the  colony  to  defray 
the  Militia  expenditure  in  times  of  peace ;  but 
when  called  oat  by  the  Crown  on  active  service 
then  the  Militia  was  changed  from  a  colonial 
peaee  establishment  into  an  Imperial  force, 
the  entile  expense  of  which  should  be  home 
t^  the  Imp^ial  Government.  It  was  not 
tight,  therefore,  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
say  that  the  Militia  expenditure  was  at  the 
rate  of  £40,000  a  year.  The  expenses  which 
made  op  tbis  total  were  not  moneys  paid  from 
the  Colonial  Treasury  out  of  revenue  which 
the  colony  supplied.  As  well  might  it  be  said 
that  they  were  liable  for  the  £400,000  a  year 
which  was  very  likely  being  expended  at  Ota- 
huho.  There  was  a  great  distinction  to  be 
drawn  between  peace  and  war  expenditure  on 
the  Militia  force ;  and,  while  he  was  ready  to 
incur  an  additional  expenditure  to  equip  and 
to  drill  the  male  population  of  the  colony 
for  defensive  purposes,  irrespective  of  the 
Native  question  altogetiier,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  the  liability  of  the  colony  to 
defray  the  war  expenditure  on  the  Militia  in 
ease  of  active  service  called  for  by  the  Crown. 
When  the  Colonial   Treasurer  was  asked  to 

Sky  by  the  Imperial  authorities,  the  out- 
y  could  be  provided  for  in  a  difierent  way 
than  by  coming  do^n  to  the  House,  and  ask- 
ing it  to  be  added  to  the  annual  expenditure 
of  the  colony.  As  to  the  expenditure  on  the 
Arms  Aoconnt,  he  agreed  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  the  amount  voted  for  that  pur- 
pose had  been  exceeded ;  but  there  was  a  set- 
off iiom  sums  received  for  the  sale  of  ammu- 
nition to  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  for  rifle 
practice.  He  thought  much  good  would  come 
of  this  plan;  for,  after  the  Government  had 
■applied  ninety  rounds  to  each  man  free,  he 
was  sure  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  would 
freely  pay  the  cost  price  for  any  more  ammu- 
nition required  for  rifle-practice,  which  would 
improve  them  as  efieotive  marksmen.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  modify  the  pro- 
Voa»i  as  to  the  issue  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
for,  after  the  land  sixths  and  the  oUier  sums 
proposed  had  been  restored,  there  would  not  be 
anything  like  a  working  biJance  in  the  Trea- 
sury. However,  if  the  Government  were  em- 
powered to  take  temporary  advances  from  the 
Post  Office  and  other  funds,  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  issue  Bxohequer  bills  at  all.  He 
trusted,  however,  that,  in  asking  for  so  small 
a  working  balance,  it  was  not  intended  by  the 
Government  to  neglect  taking  steps  to  secure 
these  pablio  f nnda  from  mMathori8e4  expendi- 
ture. 


Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  said  he  agreed  vrith 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  re- 
garding the  nature  of  the  claims  made  by  the 
Commissariat  on  the  Colonial  Government. 
However,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  ought  not  to 
be  blamed  for  stating  that  such  demands  had 
been  made,  as  the  House  had  pledged  itself, 
by  a  resolution  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's 
messages,  to  defray  any  charges  of  the  war  the 
Imperial  authorities  might  demand;  and  if  the 
Home  Government  insisted  on  the  payment  of 
this  £120,000  he  did  not  see  how,  in  the  face  of 
their  own  resolution,  they  could  refuse  to  meet 
it.  At  the  same  time  there  could  not  be  ft 
question  as  to  the  unjust  character  of  thosa 
claims.  [The  honourable  gentleman  then  read 
the  items  in  the  claim  of  £53,188  Is.  4d.,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  it  was  made  up  of 
claims  on  account  of  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Volunteers  and  Militia,  and  clothing,  &o., 
to  the  amount  of  £40,200;  the  balance  of 
£12,881  being  for  the  hire  of  the  "Wonga 
Wonga"  and  "  Tasmskuian  Maid."  The  sum 
of  £15,192  68.  lid.  was  a  separate  claim  on 
account  of  the  Taranaki,  Wanganui,  and  Wel- 
lington Militia.]  He  (Dr.  Featherston)  quite 
agreed  with  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  as  to 
the  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  a  peaca 
and  war  estabUshment ;  for  he  maintained  that 
when  the  Militia  were  called  out  for  activa 
service  in  case  of  war,  they  were  then  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  part  of  the  Imperial  forces.  But 
it  should  be  recollected  that  last  year  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  statement  to  tha 
effect  that  they  need  not  be  alarmed  at  tha 
costs  of  the  wu,  for  the  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penses they  would  be  called  on  to  pay  would 
be  wholly  unimportant.  In  nine  months,  how- 
ever, the  war  loan  of  £150,000  was  expended, 
except  a  balance  of  £20,000,  and  a  Commis- 
sariat claim  of  £120,000  had  already  been  pre- 
ferred against  the  colony  by  the  Home  Go- 
vernment. In  addition  to  that,  if  6,000  troops 
were  engaged  for  the  present  year  they  were 
liable  to  £80,000,  and  if  the  Militia  Force  was 
not  increased  the  expenditure  on  that  head 
would  amount  to  £40,000  more,  making  a  total 
of  nearly  £80,000,  not  to  speak  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  incidental  to  a  state  of  war- 
fare. Under  those  circumstances,  therefore,  ha 
thought  the  Committee  ought  to  be  placed  in 
possession  of  the  whole  facts — ^not,  certainly, 
with  a  view  to  force  the  House  to  consent  to  a 
disastrous  and  inglorious  peace,  but  simply  to 
get  the  House  to  back  the  Government  m  its 
efforts  to  represent  to  the  Imperial  Government 
that  it  was  an  Imperial  war,  the  whole  costs  of 
which  should  be  paid  from  the  Imperial  Trea- 
sury, or  nearly  so.  This  was  one  of  the  c^uos- 
tions  which  would  come  before  the  Committee 
on  Military  Defence,  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
having  promised  to  bring  the  financial  question 
before  it;  and  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
a  discussion  on  it  until  that  Committee  had 
made  its  report.  Then,  instead  of  the  issue 
of  Exchequer  bills  to  the  extent  of  £25,000,  he 
thought  the  House  would  sanction  their  issue 
to  any  extent,  if  the  war  went  on.  They 
shoula  xeooUeot  that  the  Imperial  Govein- 
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tnent  had  already  instracted  the  OoTemor  not 
to  issue  any  more  funds  from  the  Commissariat 
fihest  unless  he  gave  a  guarantee  on  behalf  of 
the  colony  to  repay  those  sums ;  and  it  might 
be  that  the  Home  Qovemment  would  oome  to 
the  determination  not  to  help  them  if  they  re- 
fused absolutely  to  repay  the  £7,000  incurred 
for  barraolc  accommodation  at  New  Plymouth, 
•nd  saw  that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  repudiate  paying  a  fair 
■hare  of  the  costs  of  the  war.  Therefore  the 
Government  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  raise 
what  money  was  absolutely  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  war  if  hostilities  were  resumed.  He 
thought  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  would  say 
that,  not  £30,000,  but  £100,000  if  necessary, 
•hould  be  raised  by  Exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  guard  himself  from 
the  charge  that  might  be  made  on  a  future  day 
that  he  had  acquiesced  in  silence  to  this  pro- 
position. With  regard  to  the  expenditure  for 
oarrying  on  the  war,  he  would  not  oppose  any 
(easonable  expenditure  by  the  Qovemment  for 
upholding  the  dignity  of  the  Crown  and  main- 
tauning  the  great  interests  they  had  in  charge ; 
but  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  an  unli- 
mited expenditure.  He  would  like  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  whether  he  proposed  any 
plan  for  a  systematic  audit  of  the  Commissariat 
Moounts.  He  (Mr.  Stafiord)  had  nearly  matured 
•  plan  when  he  left  office.  He  might  instance 
one  item — that  of  a  salary  to  the  general  officer 
from  the  Militia^-of  which  the  Colonial  Cki- 
vemment  knew  nothing;  and  it  would  be 
found  that  very  many  similar  items  went  to 
form  the  totals  of  these  accounts  when  the 
items  shall  have  been  scrutinized. 

Ur.  WOOD  said  it  was  hardly  necessary  for 
bim  to  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
before  any  account  was  paid  it  would  be  pro- 
perly audited  and  the  items  closely  scrutinized. 
He  was  sure  nothing  he  had  said  in  regard  to 
the  Commissariat  account  would  lead  the 
House  to  believe  that  those  claims  were  fair 
and  valid  claims  preferred  by  the  Home 
Government.  He  had  said  that  a  large  claim 
had  been  pressed  upon  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment with  an  urgency  and  importunity  to 
which  the  House  and  the  Government  could 
not  close  their  eyes ;  and  he  had  fairly  stated 
the  items  to  the  House  for  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  pay.  But  he  had  been  charged 
with  tnunping-np  clain^s  to  make  an  impres- 
sion. This  was  not  so.  But  the  honourable 
gentlemcui  who  now  took  exception  to  large 
gams  in  the  total  of  £120,000  had  no  right  to 
complain  if  he  (Mr.  Wood)  had  oome  down  and 
■aid  that  he  had  found  a  claim  made  by  the 
Commissariat  on  the  Colonial  Government,  and 
that  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  had  taken  ex- 
ception only  to  £672,  which  wm,  in  fact,  the 
oalv  memorandum  of  objection  he  could  find 
in  his  department.  [The  honourable  member 
then  explained  the  nature  of  the  claim  for 
£63,000  to  which  reference  had  been  made ; 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  stated 
tbe  facts  fairly  to  the  House,  as  became  his 
responsible  position,  whioh  forbade  him  con- 
cealing anything.] 

Dr.  FtathenUm 


Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  would  not  ditpote 
the  statement  that  the  only  memorandnm  oi 
objection  found  by  the  Colonial  Treasntetmi 
to  one  item  of  £672 ;  but  he  entreated  \b» 
Committee  not  to  believe  that  therefore  he  bid 
not  taken  exception  to  other  portions  o<  th« 
claim.    He  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  apply  to  the  Governor,  and  ha  vronli 
find  that  he  had  taken  very  many  exeepticnt. 
In  fact,  on  the  one  item  of  hire  of  stesm  boiU 
alone  he  had  written  above  half  a  dozen  memo- 
randa of  protest.    When  the  account  wu  ex- 
amined it  would  be  foimd   that  there  w«* 
three  other  items  charged  for  muskets  utd 
ammunition  which  had   been  pud,  and  ut 
acknowledgment  had  been  received  from  tbi 
Commissariat  to  that  effect  a  few  days  beion 
he  left  office ;  another  large  item  had  ncTti 
been  received  at  all.    But  what  be  did  com- 
plain of  was,  not  the  statement  that  such  » 
claim  had  been  made,  but  that  it  was  a  olvm 
made  by  the  Imperial  Treasury.     The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  read  the  heading  of  the  sc- 
count,  which  purported  to  Set  forth  the  olsimi 
of  the  Imperial  Treasury  upon  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand.    That  was  the  cause  of  his  com- 
plaint.   If  the  thing  meant  anything  it  meant 
that  this  was  a  claim  made  by,  and  at  the 
command  of,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasmy, 
who  was  the  Prime  Minister  of  Bhigland  for  the 
time  being.    The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy 
knew  nothing  of  this  claim ;  he  had  not  even 
heard  of  it,  much   less  sanctioned  its  being 
made.     On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  claim  of 
a  subordinate  Commissariat  officer,  not  only 
without  the  instruction,  but  without  the  laiK- 
tion,  of  the  Imperial  Government ;   and  a  veiy 
great  piece  of  impertinence  it  was  for  that  offi- 
cer to  do  so;  and  he  (Mr.  Stafiord)  was  deter- 
mined to  have  treated  with  perfect  silence  all 
applications  he  might  have  made  after  hanng 
apprised  him   that  the  Colonial   Government 
could  not  recognize  his  office  in  the  matter, 
and  would  only  go  into  the  questicm  of  the 
costs  of  the  war  with  the  Imperial  Oovemment 
itself. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said,  in  justice  to  tbe 
late  Chief  Secretary  he  would  say  that  then 
was  evidence  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office 
to  show  that  he  had  objected  to  those  clume, 
and  had  appealed  to  the  Imperial  Govemmest 
against  them. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  then  intimated  that,  with 
His  Excellency's  consent,  he  would  plaoe  all 
the  private  memoranda  bearing  on  this  matter 
that  had  passed  between  the  late  Government 
and  His  Excellency  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Ministry,  that  they  might  be  able  to  ascertain 
clearly  the  precise  state  of  the  caee. 

Mr.  WARD  was  glad  to  hear  the  sentiments 
expressed  on  both  sides  of  the  Hotise,  that  tbe 
misfortunes  of  the  colony,  and  its  pecuniary 
difficulties  in  consequence  of  the  Native  dis- 
turbances, ought  not  to  be  made  use  of  for  the 
purpose  of  reproach  and  recrimination  betweea 
the  old  Government  and  the  new.  The  un- 
happy circumstances  of  the  time  required 
muted  exertion,  and  forbade  disunion  amooj 
sensible  men;  and  he  hoped  OuA,  tbaiefoie, 
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while  disutei   to  the   settlers   and  a  heavy 
bniden    upon    the    colony    wete   impending, 
nothing  woold  be  done  on  either  side  to  make 
the  taik  of  arrangement  more  diffioolt.     The 
dispute  which  had  just  taken  place  between 
members  of  the  old  Ministry  and  the  new  as 
to  which  Government  was  most  active,  and 
which  official  was  most  remiss,  in  denying  the 
liability  of  the  colony  for  certain  items  of  the 
war  expenditure,    and   saddling   all   possible 
ohatges  on  the  Mother-countiy,  not  only  was 
nnworthy  of  the  Honse  and  the  colony,  but 
was  an  impolitic  tone  to  adopt  in  treating  with 
the  Imperial  Oovemment.    It  might  be,  and  he 
believed  it  to  be,  Tmjnst  in  the  abstract  that 
the  task  or  the  cost  of  repressing  the  Native 
insoirection  should  be  imposed  upon  the  set- 
tlers ;  but  it  mnst  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
eolonists,  both  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
and  out-of-doors,  had  freely  expressed  opinions 
about  the  war,  and  had,  no  doubt,  virtually,  if 
not  ostensibly,  influenced  the  conduct  of  both 
sides.    The  crisis  was  one  of  the  utmost  inter- 
est to  the  colony.    Advice  and  opinions  had 
been  freely  offered,  and  it  was  but  natural  that 
an  offer  of  something  more  substantial  should 
follow  from  the  House.     He  did  not  think  that 
the  Imperial  Government,  in  coming  forward 
as  it  had  done,  meant  either,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  lay  upon  the  colony  a  greater  burden  than  it 
eoald  possibly  bear,  or,  on  the  other,  to  enter 
iato  a  series  of   small  bargains  as  to  which 
items  of  the  whole    should   be  colonial  and 
which  Imperial.     It  was  very  well  in  time  of 
peace,  for  instance,  to  agree  to  pay  a  yearly 
som  of  £5  per  head  for  all  troops  received  for  a 
garrison.    In  so  doing  the  colony  undertook, 
for  a  certain  advantage,  to  pay  a  price  within 
its  means ;  but  in  time  of  war  the  number  of 
troops  required  on  an  emergency  might  cost,  at 
this  rate,  a  sum  far  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
colony  to  meet.     And  if  all  the  items  were 
treated  in  the  same  way  it  would  quickly  be 
found  that,  while   the  Imperial  Government 
received  back  an   insignificant  percentage  on 
its  outlay,  the  colony  had  saddled  itself  with 
an  overwhelming  debt.     The  question  should 
be  looked  at  in  a  broader  light.    If  the  colony 
showed  itself  ready  to  pay  as  much  as  possible, 
the  Imperial    Government  would  not  expect 
mora.    What  the  colony  could  pay  would  be 
easily  ascertained.     In  half  an  hour's  consi- 
deration in  Committee  the  yearly  simi  avail- 
able while  the  emergency  should  last,  or  the 
total  iom  which  the  colony  could  give  security 
for  and  raise  by  way  of  loan,  might  be  finally  de- 
termined.   Of  this  total  a  certain  portion  would 
be  required  for  those  large  expenses  which  the 
emergency  compelled  the  colony  to  pay  out  of 
its  own  pocket.    The  remainder  would  be  the 
whole  contribution  towards  the  Imperial  ex- 
penditure.   It  would  perhaps  not  be  equal  to 
the  demands  made  if  the  bargaining  and  dis- 
puting tone  were  adopted  in  our  truisaotions 
with  the  Mother-country  ;   but  he  was  con- 
vinced that,  if  the  colony  were  prepared  to  pay 
not  less  than   it    could,  the  Mother-conntiy 
would  demand  no  more.    He  believed  that,  for 
the  good  of  both  Islands,  the  limit  of  the  capa- 


bility to  pay  ought  to  be  ascertained  at  once. 
He  could  not  assent  to  go  on  drawing  to  any 
extent  from  the  Commissariat  chest  with  a 
guarantee  of  repayment,  the  end  of  which 
would  be  the  entanglement  of  the  colony  in  an 
enormgus  debt  spread  over  an  interminable 
series  of  years.  But  he  wished  particularly  to 
urge  this  on  behalf  of  the  Middle  Island,  which 
neither  had  any  necessity  for  war  expenditure, 
nor  derived  any  advantage,  direct  or  indirect, 
from  it.  It  could  not  be  demanded  that  the 
southern  provinces  should  lay  such  a  burden 
upon  themselves  as  would  impoverish  them  for 
fifty  years  to  come.  It  could  be  no  part  of  the 
policy,  either  of  the  colony  or  of  the  Home 
Government,  to  swallow  up  the  Middle  Island 
in  saving  the  North.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
no  one  in  the  House  would  mistake  his  mean- 
ing when  he  said,  on  behalf  of  the  colonists  of 
the  Middle  Island,  that  they  would  not  consent 
to  be  robbed  of  their  inheritance.  What  thev 
could  do  they  would.  They  would  not  shrink 
from  taking  a  full  share  of  the  difficulty  which 
had  fallen  on  the  colony  of  which  they  formed 
a  part ;  but  a  line  must  be  drawn,  and  beyond 
that  line — which  should  be  the  limit  of  their 
capability—  he  would  protest  against  their  being 
asked  to  go.  Even  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
free  gift,  and  not  to  be  demanded  as  a  right ; 
and  he  did  not  say  that  the  Middle  Island 
would  not  ask  for  some  boon  or  recompense  in 
exchange.  He  again  urged  the  House  to  view 
the  subject  in  the  light  which  he  saw  it  in, 
and,  by  a  prompt  announcement  of  the  lia- 
bility which  the  colony  could  and  would  under- 
take, to  save  both  North  and  Middle  Island 
from  incurring  an  intolerable  and  intermin- 
able burden. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  as  a  matter  of  form.  That 
the  Committee  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  Class  I. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  Chairman  do  now  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again.  ' 

FENCING  BILL. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved.  That  the  Fencing  Bill 
be  read  a  second  tune  on  the  1st  August  next. 

Mr.  BENALL  advised  the  honourable  mem- 
ber to  withdraw  the  Bill  altogether,  believing 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to  agree 
to  a  Fencing  Bill — what  suited  one  province 
would  be  objectionable  and  not  at  all  applicable 
to  another — and  it  would  only  cause  endless 
confusion.  It  was  one  of  those  questions  that 
could  be  much  better  settled  by  the  provinces 
themselves.  This  House  could  not  legislate 
upon  it  without  the  danger  of  its  coming  into 
collision  with  the  whole  of  the  provinces. 

Mr.  SAUNDEKS  [put  this  Bill  through  a 
close  scrutiny,  and,  instead  of  showing,  in  the 
usual  manner,  the  merits  and  demerits  of  it 
by  dwelling  on  the  various  points  clause  by 
clause,  the  honourable  member  contended  ths^ 
the  Bill  in  question  was  very  faulty,  that  it 
possessed  no  merits,  hut  all  demerits,  and  was 
In  a  variety  of  ways  inadeqaAte  to  aooontpliab 
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the  object  intended.]  It  made  no  limit :  if  one 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  build  a  fence  ten 
feet  high,  not  confined  to  any  description  of 
mateiialB,  he  could  come  on  big  neighbour  for 
one-half.  It  made  no  difference  between  a 
made  fence  and  a  grown  fence.  He  ver^  much 
mistook  the  disposition  of  the  House  if  honour- 
able members  would  agree  to  consider  this  BiU 
at  all,  or  have  anything  to  do  with  a  Fencing 
Act.  A  Fencing  Bill  would  be  much  better 
dealt  with  by  a  Provincial  Oounoil.  He  agreed 
with  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr. 
B^iall)  that  almost  every  man  required  a  dif- 
ferent fence  :  in  one  place  he  would  require  a 
thickly-wooded  fence,  while  in  another,  as  at 
Auckland,  he  would  perhaps  prefer  one  of 
stone.  In  fact,  it  was  a  subject  which  could 
not  be  dealt  with  by  the  House,  and  he  was 
ia  favour  of  kicking  out  the  BiU  at  once. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  could  not  assent  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  honourable  member  who  had  just 
■at  down.  He  thought  it  was  langusge  of 
lather  a  coarse  nature,  to  talk  about  kicking 
oat  a  BiU — such  as  ought  not  to  be  appUed  to 
any  measure  brought  by  any  honourable  mem- 
ber before  the  House.  He  might  say  that  he 
oonld  not  agree  to  any  Fencing  BUI.  He  was 
in  favour  of  no  compulsory  measure  of  this 
kind,  as  it  was  liable  to  give  the  wealthy  man 
a  power  of  oppression  over  his  poorer  neigh- 
boar,  in  putting  him  to  a  great  expense  at  a 
time  when  he  was  least  able  to  afford  it.  Men 
should  fence  in  their  own  cattle,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  their  own  crops,  without  inter- 
fering with  their  neighbours. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND  thought  this  was  a 

aaestion,  not  for  the  General  Assembly,  but  for 
lie  Provincial  Councils.  This  was  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  The  Provincial  Councils 
oould  manage  questions  of  a  local  character 
much  better.  He  would  advise  that  this  BiU 
be  withdrawn. 

.  Mr.  FOX  referred  to  the  gross  language  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Waimea,  as 
noticed  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Korthem  Division(Mr.  O'NeUl),  such  as  "  kick- 
ing out  a  Bill."  Had  he  talked  about  cowards, 
knaves,  and  slaves,  or  of  knocking  the  brains 
out  of  a  BiU,  or  of  a  buU  in  a  china-shop,  it 
would  be  excusable.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Waimea  deserved  a  se- 
vere castigation  for  using  such  expressions  as 
••  kicking  out  a  BiU."  It° appeared  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  were  opposed  to  this  Bill. 
They  could  not  proceed  with  it  without  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House,  which,  he  could  assure 
them,  was  not  the  desire  of  the  Government ; 
they  wished  to  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  more  important  measures,  such  as  the  new 
estimates,  the  New  Provinces  Act.  If  the 
Oovemment  were  not  thwarted  by  a  great 
amount  of  talk  they  would  bring  the  business 
of  the  session  to  a  close  in  a  short  time.  They 
were  desirous  of  affording  every  opportunity  of 

Sashing  forward  the  business,  and  therefore 
oped  there  would  be  no  cause  of  delay.  They 
would  work  day  and  night  for  that  purpose. 
He  would  move.  That  the  Fencing  BiU  be  read 
ttiitt  cUby  six  months. 

Ur.Baunden 


Mr.  WILSON  replied  to  several  of  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  raised  against  the 
Bill,  and  observed  that  he  could  show  cases  in 
which,  instead  of  his  BiU  injuring  the  pool 
man,  it  would  be  a  protection  to  him,  and  that 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Waimea  was  no 
more  inclined  to  remember  the  poor  man  than 
he  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  himself.  However,  out  of 
respect  for  the  feelings  of  the  House,  iui  hacl  no 
desire  to  proceed  wi£  it. 

Mr.  FOX  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved,  instead.  That  Order 
No.  2,  second  reading  of  the  Fencing  Bill,  be 
discharged  from  the  Paper. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Debtors'   and   Creditors'  Composition  Bill, 
Diseased  Cattle  BiU. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Resident  Magistrates  Ordinance  Amend* 
ment  BiU  was  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amRndmnnt,  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  BUI  was  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  la 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

REGISTRATION  OF   ELECTORS  ACT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BELL. 

The  Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill  W8hs  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee, reported  to  the  House  with  amendmento, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

ABDUCTION. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  leave  of  the  House 
be  given  to  Mr.  Speaker  to  return  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  documents  laid  on  the  table  at 
the  House  relative  to  the  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Major  Cooper. 

Debate  ensued. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordered. 

That  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buddie  to  Eii 
ExceUency,  laid  on  the  table,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  members  of  this  House. 

OAMARU. 
On  the  motion  of  Captain  ERASER,  it  was 
agreed.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copy  of 
correspondence  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
Oamaru  as  a  port  of  entry. 

LAND-PURCHASES. 
Mr.  OARLETON  moved  an  address  to  Bjs 
ExceUency  the  Governor,  requesting  that  a 
copy  of  the  document  setting  forth  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  block  purchased  by  the  QoTemment 
at  Waitara,  and  read  to  the  assembled  Natives 
by  Mr.  Pands  on  the  29th  November,  1859,  b« 
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laid  an  (he  taUe  of  this  House ;  and  said  that 
he  would  avoid  as  far  as  possible  raising  a  dis- 
cnssion'apoa  the  motion.  There  appeared  to 
be  a  desire  that  the  Waitara  question  should 
be  boned;  and  he  was  willing  that  it  should 
be  10,  as  far  as  regarded  debates  within  the 
Hoose.  But  oatsicle  the  House  he  had  an  ob- 
ject to  accomplish.  The  document  moved  for 
was  of  importance,  because  upon  it  the  resist- 
snee  to  tne  survey  wais  based.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  boundaries  of  the  block  were 
distinetly  described;  but  in  after-times  there 
would  be  much  mystification  about  them.  The 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  had  informed  the  House 
last  session  that  the  loner  boundaries  had  been 
left  ohcut.  The  object  of  that  was  evident.  He 
was  quite  aware  of  the  plan  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House ;  but  what  he  wanted  was  that  par- 
ticular document  as  it  was  read  to  the  as- 
sembled Natives.  He  would  now  say  what  he 
desired  to  do  with  it.  It  had  been  his  lot  for 
many  years  past  to  be  almost  oontinuoosly  em- 
ployed in  vindicating  others  from  attacks  upon 
personal  character ;  for,  unfortunately  for  the 
colony,  it  was  with  suchlike  weapons  that 
people  sought  to  attain  political  ends.'  Grave 
unpntations  had  been  cast  on  individuals  for 
whom  he  entertcuned  the  highest  respect  in 
regard  to  this  Waitara  question,  and  ne  had 
resolved  upon  sifting  all  to  the  bottom.  An& 
here  he  would  take  occasion  to  do  justice  to  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wallace  (Mr. 
BilloniBell).  That  honourable  member,  on  alate 
oocasion,  had  requested  him  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Parris's 
investigation ;  but,  when  reminded  that  a  ques- 
tion of  personal  character  was  involved,  and 
that  he  had  himself  been  one  of  the  foremost  in 
attack,  that  honourable  member  not  only  with- 
drew his  opposition,  but  even  gave  his  vote  for 
the  motion.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  was  resolved  on 
bringing  the  whole  of  the  Waitara  question  to 
light ;  he  would  bring  out  every  fact  connected 
with  it  before  he  bad  done ;  he  would  place  the 
saddle  on  the  right  horse,  whichever  horse 
(bat  might  be.  He  tnisted  that  the  House, 
having  been  informed  of  his  object,  would  agree 
to  (he  production  of  the  document.  There 
ooold  be  only  one  sufficient  reason  for  the  re- 
fosal  of  any  paper  coimected  with  the  Waitara 
—namely,  that  the  publication  of  it  might  in- 
terfere with  existing  negotiations.  Upon  any 
intimation  of  that  nature  from  the  Government, 
he  would,  of  course,  be  always  prepared  to  with- 
draw a  motion ;  but  in  the  present  instance  no 
such  danger  could  exist. 

After  a  long  discussion, 

Mr.  CARLETON  rose  in  reply.  He  felt 
obliged  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
for  the  readiness  he  e^ressed  to  come  for- 
ward and  either  substantiate  or  retract.  It 
would  be  his  (Mi.  Carleton's)  business  to  afiord 
him  the  opportunity,  if  possible.  When  that 
honourable  member  said  that  he  hoA.  made 
"no  accusations  against  personal  character," 
be  contended,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  words 
used  by  hiin  last  session  did  not  amount  to  an 
attack  upon  character.  That  could  be  only 
oattet  of  opinion :  be  (Mi.  Carleton)  thought 


they  did;  the  honourable  member  bimseU 
thought  tiiat  they  did  not.  He  (Mr.  Oule- 
ton)  would  not  stay  to  argue  that  point. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Flvmouth 
(Mi.  C.  W.  Biohmond)  had  striven  hard  to 
bring  him  into  a  sort  of  parliamentary  connec- 
tion with  a  venerably  gentleman  who  need  not 
be  named  more  distinctly.  He  (Mr.  Carleton) 
was  sorry  that  this  subject  was  forced  upon 
him,  but  the  remarks  which  had  been  made 
left  him  no  option.  He  had  always  done  his 
utmost  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  such 
connection,  on  account  of  the  relationship, 
which  was  well  knovm.  He  had  no  recollection 
of  having  ever  mentioned  that  gentleman's 
name  in  the  House ;  but  the  Government  had 
forced  the  examination  of  that  gentleman  as  a 
witness,  notwithstanding  the  strongest  objec- 
tions he  (Mi.  Carleton)  could  make.  He  had 
brought  on  a  motion  for  general  inquiry ;  the 
first  witness  he  had  desired  to  examine  was 
Mr.  Parris,  who  could  have  given  definite  in- 
formation. But  the  Government  restricted  the 
inquiry  to  two  witnesses,  both  chosen  by  them- 
selves, neither  of  whom  had  any  direct  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  proceedings  which  led 
to  the  war.    Mr.  McLean  certainly  had  none. 

Mi.  C.  W.  EICHMOND.— Oh  I 

Mi.  GABLETON  said  Mr.  McLean  certainly 
had  not,  for  he  was  on  a  sick-bed  at  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Island  while  those  doings  were 
going  on.  Both  those  witnesses  had  very  ex- 
tensive general  knowledge  of  Native  aSairs,  but 
neither  of  them  had  direct  and  personal  know- 
ledge— he  purposely  combined  the  two  epithets 
— of  (he  transaction  on  which  inquiry  was  de- 
sired. Yet  the  Government  had  persisted  in 
bringing  forward  that  venerable  gentleman  as 
his  (Mi.  Carleton's)  witness,  notwithstanding 
the  strongest  opposition  that  could  be  offered. 
They  had  promised  to  concede  inquiry,  but  got 
out  of  it  by  choosing  the  witnesses  themselves. 
He  (Mr.  Carleton)  was  sorry  to  make  those  re- 
marks, but  they  had  been  forced  upon  him. 
He  hoped  never  to  have  to  touch  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  that  House  sgain. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  five  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  SUh  July,  1861. 


Native  Aftain  —  Unauthorized  Expenditare  —  Dnn 
Mountain  Bailway  Bill— First  Beadings— New 
Zealand  Ciompany  s  Debt— Intestate  Natives  Sue- 
cession  Bill— Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act 
Amendment  Bill  —  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Or- 
dinance Amendment  Bill— Hawke's  Bay  Naval 
and  Military  Settlers  Bill  — Lost  Land-orders 
Bill— Bapply— Natoralixation  Bill— Begistration 
of  Eleotors  Act  leSS  Amendment  BUI. 

Ml.  Speassb  took  the  ohair  at  five  o'clock. 
Paatsbs. 

.     NATIVE  AFFAIES. 
Mi.  wells  asked  the  question  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  If  the  Qovemment  had  re- 
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eeived  information  of  the  fact  that  seTsral 
Siuropeans  at  Otaki  and  elsewhere  had  sum- 
moned Natives  to  the  king's  runanga;  and,  if 
BO,  what  action  was  intended  to  be  taken  in  the 
matter  7  He  put  this  question  from  what  he 
had  seep  in  uie  papers,  and  because  he  be- 
lieved, if  these  proceedings  were  not  stopped, 
they  would  be  productive -of  very  great  evils. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  for  Europeans  to  sue 
Katives  in  the  king's  Courts  was  an  offence 
against  the  Queen's  sovereignty,  and  brought 
Her  Majesty's  authority  into  contempt. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that,  during  the  period  of  the 
late  Government  being  in  o£5ce,  a  letter  had 
been  received  from  the  Resident  Magistrate  of 
Wellington  stating  that  two  Europeans  had 
■ued  Natives  in  Otaki  in  the  runanga  or  king's 
Court.  He  had  also  seen  the  paragraphs  in  the 
newspapers  referred  to  stating  that  ttie  Natives 
had  sued  a  white  man  in  the  Rshngitikei  dis- 
trict, and  that  the  fees  were  the  same  as  in  the 
Besident  Magistrate's  Court  With  reference 
to  the  action  the  Oovemment  intended  to  take 
in  the  matter,  he  wished  to  state,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  that  involved 
many  nice  points  of  law  and  expediency.  This 
suing  in  the  runanga  might  be  termed  a  high 
misprision,  but  as  a  lawyer  and  His  Excel- 
lency's Adviser  he  did  not  commit  himself  to 
the  opinion  that  suing  in  or  holding  such  a 
Court  did  amount  to  that  offence.  His  opinion 
as  a  lawyer  was  that  it  did ;  but  he  did  not 
wish  to  state  so  positively  without  consulting 
authorities  on  the  subject.  It  might  turn  out, 
however,  not  to  be  that  high  offence,  but  to  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  could  be  arrested  by  pro- 
cess from  the  Supreme  Court,  or  be  no  offence 
at  all.  But  the  Government  would  not  put  the 
law  in  force  in  any  event,  as  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inexpedient.  In  the  first  place  Otaki 
had  been  left  by  the  late  Government  in  a 
state  of  absolute  neglect  as  to  Courts  in  which 
to  sue  for  the  recovery  of  debts.  There  was  no 
Resident  Magistrate  nor  District  Court  in  the 
district,  nor  was  there  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  more  than  sixty  miles  distance  on  one  side 
and  twenty  miles  on  the  other;  and  he  did 
think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  harsh  to 
pros^onte  these  men,  besides  appearing  incon- 
sistent in  the  eyes  of  the  Natives,  who  knew 
that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  holding 
Courts.  Another  thing  which  would  increase 
this  harsh  treatment  was  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  winked  at  the  erection  of  a  flagstaff 
for  the  king's  flag  at  Otaki. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
should  not  travel  out  of  the  question.  It  was 
not  permissible  to  introduce  debatable  matter 
in  answering  a  question. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  only  explaining  why 
the  Government  did  not  take  action  in  the 
matter,  in  reply  to  the  question  put.  An- 
other reason  was  that,  if  the  Government  prose- 
cuted in  one  case  for  proceeding  in  the  runa- 
nga, they  must  do  so  in  ai.\ — in  Taupo  and 
Waikato  and  other  places — but  this  would  be 
impossible ;  for  it  was  as  great  a  transgression 
of  the  law  to  hold  those  Courts  as  to  resort  to 
them.    But  the  only  effectual  way  of  doing 

ur.  wm 


away  with  those  Maori  Courts  was  to  ramon 
what  was  vicious  in  the  long  movement,  and 
take  advantage  of  the  runangas,  which  was 
the  best  feature  in  the  Native  mind  at  this 
time,  for  the  foundation  of  that  policy  which 
the  Oovemment  proposed  to  pursue. 

UNAUTHORIZED  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  he  found  that  the  re- 
turns made  in  oomplianoe  with  an  order  of  the 
House  of  the  sums  expended  by  the  General 
and  Provincial  Governments  for  which  votes 
of  supply  had  not  been  taken  were  imperfect 
The  returns  only  included  those  sums  ba 
which  no  votes  had  been  taken,  and  not  the 
money  expended  before  the  supply  was  granted, 
and  which  was  covered  by  a  subsequent  v»t«. 
This  was  clearly  unauthorized  expenditure,  and 
should  be  set  forth  as  such.  His  object  was  to 
ascertain  the  exact  amount  so  expended  by  the 
General  Government  and  Provincial  Execu- 
tives, and  for  that  purpose  he  wished  to  move. 
That  there  be  leiid  on  the  table  a  return  of  tiw 
amount  of  expenditure  not  previously  autho- 
rized by  Appropriation  Act  incurred  by  the 
General  Government  during  the  period  oom- 
mencing  on  the  1st  July,  1856,  and  ended  ths 
30th  September,  1860;  also,  a  return  of  the 
amount  of  expenditure  not  previously  autho- 
rized by  Appropriation  Act  of  the  several  Pro- 
vincial Governments  for  the  same  periods,  or 
up  to  the  latest  date  at  which  such  return  cia 
be  furnished. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. The  return  of  the  General  Oovemment 
would  be  different  from  that  previously  made, 
as  he  believed  it  had  not  been  understood  what 
was  meant.  During  last  session  the  Oov«m- 
ment  services  were  carried  on  into  the  flnancisl 
year  before  supplies  were  granted,  and  there- 
fore the  whole  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
while  the  estimates  were  passing  tlirough  the 
House  would  appear  as  unauthorized  expen- 
diture, although  most  properly  incurred.  He 
believed,  however,  a  much  greater  amount  oi 
unauthorized  expenditure  would  appear  from 
the  provinces. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  did  not  oppose  the 
motion.  He  was  aware  that  the  returns  wen 
imperiect,  more  espooially  as  regarded  the  un- 
authorized expenditure  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  it  would  be  found  that  it  would  b« 
nearer  £150,000  than  £42,000,  as  appeared  from 
the  returns.  There  had  not  been  an  Appropria- 
tion Act  passed  for  eleven  months  after  tiM 
Act  of  18&  expired  in  1857,  and  the  expendi- 
ture for  that  period  was  not  included  m  th« 
returns.  The  same  imperieotions  would  b« 
found  to  exist  in  the  provmcial  returns,  as  ths 
unauthorized  expenditure  from  Jannanr  to  the 
period  when  the  supplies  were  granted  would 
not  be  included  in  the  return  of  unautho- 
rized expenditure.  It  would  be  impossibl^ 
he  thought,  to  procure  the  provinoial  retumi 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the 
motion,  for  it  was  proper  that  the  whole  amount 
of  unauthorized  expenditure  should  be  known. 
It  was  quite  oorteot  what  the  Ooloaial  Seon. 
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terv  had  stated,  for  the  Qoyemment  had  over- 
locked  the  sum  expended  in  the  eleven  months 
leiened  to.  He  would  snggest,  however,  to  the 
banoorable  the  mover  that  he  should  bring  out 
•zaetly  what  he  meant,  so  that  the  returns 
nyght  }fo  made  accurate  by  including  the  ez- 
panditure  that  took  place  while  the  House  was 
sitting,  before  the  passing  of  the  Appropriation 
Act ;  and  he  would  have  that  amount  shown  in 
a  sei^rate  colnnm,  for,  though  strictly  an  ex- 
penditure without  appropriation,  it  was  not  so 
in  equity.  The  unauthorized  enenditura  of 
New  iSeiJand  was  large  enough  without  m«.Vi'wg 
it  worse  in  the  eye  of  the  world  than  it  really 
was. 

Mr.  CABLE  TON  inquired  whether  the 
hononiable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stcbf- 
faid)  would  assist  him  m  altering  tiie  words  of 
the  motion. 

After  consnlting  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  aad  the  honourable  memboi  for 
Bangitikei, 

Ur.  OABLETON  said  he  found  he  oould  not 
■o  word  it  as  to  prevent  loopholes  by  which  the 
Government  could  avoid  giving  the  full  details 
of  nnaathorized  expenditure.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  money  in  question  was  not 
iUrly  expended ;  only,  strictly  speaking,  it  was 
not  legally  disbursed.  The  imperfect  wording 
of  the  resolution  did  not  prevent  the  Qovem- 
ment  giving  as  much  additional  information  as 
they  leased,  and  he  suggested  their  arranging 
tiie  money  expended  under  different  heads  in 
■epaiate  columns. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DUN  MOmn-AIN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Don  Mountain  Bailway  Bill  was  consi- 
dered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  reail  a  third  time,  and 


FIBST  BBAOINaS. 
Pzovinoial  Audit  Bill  (No.   9),  Audit  Act 
-       it  BiU. 


NEW  ZEALAND  COMPANY'S  DEBT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WABD,  it  was  agreed, 
That  a  coot  of  the  award  of  Messrs.  Biolunond 
and  Whitaker  on  the  question  referred  to  them 
by  the  representatives  of  the  Provinces  of  Nel- 
son, Canterbury,  and  Otago,  in  1658,  respecting 
the  adjustment  of  the  New  Zealand  Company's 
debt  between  the  provinces,  be  laid  upon  tiie 
table,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement  for 
aibitration. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
The  House  want  into   Committee   on  the 
Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill. 

Progress   reported,  and  leave  given  to   sit 


LAND  BEVENUE  APPBOPBIATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Dr.  FEATHEBSTON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  adverted  to  the  proceedings 
that  took  place  last  session  in  reference  to  a 
similar  measure    that  was   then   before  the 


House,  and  alluded  to  the  olc»ing  days  of  tha 
last  session,  when  a  compromise  was  come  tO 
between  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  House 
for  the  repayment  to  the  provinces  of  £38,000 
surplus  revenue  that  had  been  taken  by  him  to 
snpply  a  deficiency  on  condition  of  ptwsing  the 
Appropriation  and  Loan  Bills.  He  also  alluded 
to  the  financial  arrangement  of  1856,  which  he 
said  was  violated  by  the  Land  Revenues  Ap- 
propriation Act  of  1858.  He  would  adhere  to 
that  arrangement  of  18S6  so  long  as  all  the 
parties  to  it  were  agreed.  He  then  stated  the 
basis  of  the  finanoiaJ  arrangement  of  1856,  and 
urged  that  the  one-sixth  of  the  land  revenues 
of  the  provinces  ought  to  have  been  expended 
in  the  several  provinces  in  accordance  with 
thai  arrangement.  He  read  extracts  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell's  speech  in  proposing  that 
scheme,  which  would  leave  no  doubt,  he  said, 
as  to  what  the  Government  then  meant.  The 
complaint  he  made  was  that,  in  the  absence  of 
all  the  representatives  from  Wellington  except 
the  Speaker,  the  Act  of  1858  was  paraed  almost 
without  discussion,  which  set  aside  the  comi>aot 
of  1856,  to  which  they  were  parties.  A  pro- 
mise had  been  made  that  no  opposition  would 
be  given  to  a  measure  repealing  the  Act  of  1858 
if  the  House,  after  the  general  election,  affirmed 
the  principle ;  and  he  ckumed  the  fulfilment  of 
that  pledge  with  other  promises.  He  urged  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  create  a  Land  Bhind 
for  the  purchase  of  land  in  the  Northern  Island, 
when  it  was  well  known  that  no  large  tract  of 
land  oould  be  obtained  for  many  years.  It  wa^ 
not  necessary  to  continue  a  Land  Fpnd  which 
had  not  been  used  for  the  purchase  at  land,  but 
to  keep  up  the  Land  Purchase  Departmenti 
that  had  been  the  bane  of  the  country;  and 
still  less  was  it  necessary  to  look  up  the  funds 
of  the  colony  for  a  Land  Fund  when  it  was  re- 
membered that  the  cardinal  point  in  the  Nativs 
policy  of  the  new  Qovemment  was  ftat  no  land 
should  be  purchased  for  some  time  to  come, 
and  that  the  "  tectfing  "  for  the  acquisition  of 
land  by  the  Native  Secretary  should  cease. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  considered 
the  principles  embodied  in  the  resolutions  of 
1856  to  be  right  and  just,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  true  principles  of  colonial  policy.  He 
never  did  believe  that  that  arrangement  would 
have  been  profitable  to  the  Northern  Island ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  result  proved  more  favourable 
than  he  had  anticipated.  He  had  never  opposed 
the  proposal  that  tne  provinces  should  have  the 
expenditure  of  their  own  local  funds,  and  he 
had  not  used  any  means  to  set  aside  the 
arrangement  of  1856  when  it  was  found  not  to 
be  profitable,  as  had  been  alleged. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON.— Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  deny  saying  "  the  Northern  Island 
has  got  the  wrong  end  of  the  stick  "  in  reference 
to  that  financial  arrangement  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  maintained  that  it 
was  not  fair  to  quote  half  a  dozen  of  his  words 
without  giving  uie  rest.  He  repeated  he  never 
said  a  word  in  the  House  against  allowing  the 
sixths  of  the  land  revenue  to  be  expended  in 
the  provinces  from  which  they  were  derived. 
He.  was  prepared  to  contend,  however,  that  the 
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.amotions  of  the  Act  of  1858,  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed were  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the 
eompaot  of  1856.  The  6th  section  provided 
that  one-sixth  of  the  land  revenue  should  be 
Jiftid  to  the  Ooloniol  Treasurer,  and  the  sixth 
section  provided  that  the  snin  shonld  be  appro- 
priated to  the  extinguishment  of  Native  title  in 
the  Provinces  of  Auckland,  New  Plymouth,  and 
Wellington.  The  phrase, "  abstraction  of  land 
levenae,"  which  hoi  been  used  in  the  House, 
was  calculated  to  mislead  honourable  members, 
for  the  sixths  of  the  land  revenue,  by  the  Act  of 
1858,  were  appropriated  to  purely  provincial  par- 
poses,  and  were  not  ab8tra6ted  from  the  pro- 
vinces. On  the  contrary,  the  Act  of  1858  was 
the  legal  Warrant  under  which  the  provinces 
got  the  land.  He  objected  to  quoting  only 
apart  of  the  resolutions  of  1856 — ^let  them  have 
ttiem  entire.  By  the  10th  resolution  of  1856  it 
was  imposed  as  an  inclusive  burden  on  the 
provinces  named — to  extinguish  Native  titles 
within  their  own  limits ;  and  the  Act  of  1858 
provided  the  machinery  for  extinguishing  those 
utles,  and  of  creating  a  supplemental  fund  in 
addition  to  the  £180,000  guaranteed  by  the  re- 
Bolntions  of  1856.  But  some  honourable  gentle- 
men seemed  to  confound  the  provinces  with  the 
Provincial  Governments — there  was  a  great 
distinction,  however.  The  resolutions  of  1856 
stipulated  that  the  money  should  be  expended 
tn  the  provinces,  which  the  Act  of  1858  guaran- 
teed; hut  nothing  was  said  in  either  of  the 
Provincial  Governments.  By  the  14th  resolu- 
tion of  1866  the  distinction  was  clearly  drawn 
between  the  provinces  and  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernments, for,  speaking  of  the  sums  of  money 
{w  be  set  apart  for  extinguishing  Native  titles,  it 
Stated  that  these  sums  were  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  provinces.  There  was  nothing 
In  the  resolutions  appropriating  the  land  re- 
venne  to  the  Provincial  Governments  solely 
and  absolutely;  but  they  did  localize  the  re- 
Venue,  and  ordered  it'to  be  appropriated  to  the 
nses  of  the  provinces.  It  was  true  that  it  was 
oontemplated  in  1856  to  subject  the  sixths  of 
the  liSLud  Funds  to  the  disposition  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  or  Parliaments,  subject  to  the 
performance  of  the  various  conditions  contained 
m  the  resolutions  themselves.  But  the  mode 
of  giving  efleot  to  those  resolutions  was  left 
open ;  and  by  resolution  17  it  was  provided 
that,  if  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  not  obtained 
for  oarrying  into  effect  the  whole  scheme,  it 
was  to  be  left  open  to  the  revision  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  It  was  known  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  not  obtained ;  the  Home 
Government  did  not  like  to  interfere  in  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  the  colony,  leaving 
it  to  be  settled  by  the  colonists.  Then  the  Act 
of  1858  became  a  necessary  measure  to  carry 
into  efieot  the  resolutions  of  1856,  and,  though 
it  did  not  agree  in  the  letter  with  the  resolu- 
tions, it  did  not  differ  from  thorn  in  spirit.  He 
maintained  that  the  Act  did  not  go  beyond  the 
necessary  and  usual  latitude  in  carrying  out 
what  lawyers  would  call  an  executory  agree- 
ment, l^e  principle  that  the  revenues  de- 
rivable from  the  provinces  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  spent  m  the  provinces  from  whence 
Ur.  O.  W.  Biohmmd 


they  were  derived,  was  carefully  embodied  in 
that  Bill,  and  it  vras  a  principle  that  he  (Mr 
Richmond)  had  always  upheld  in  the  House. 
By  resolution  No.  6  a  sum  of  £180,000  was 
authorized  to  be  raised  by  loan,  and  the  Go- 
vernment intended  that  the  sixths  of  the  land 
revenue  should  be  used  as  a  circulating  fuad, 
for  the  reimbursement  of  that  £l80,000,  bat 
more  especially  to  extend  the  aOT)licati<Bi  ci 
the  principle  of  extinguishing  the  Native  titles 
beyond  what  could  be  done  with  the  original 
amount.  It  vras  true  that  the  late  hononiaUe 
member  for  the  Town  of  Chiistchnich  (Ur. 
Sewell)  had  argued  this  with  his  usual  inge- 
nuity last  session — that  the  Sinking  Fond  was 
the  proper  fund  to  reimburse  the  £180,000  loan. 
'Hiat  was  quite  true  ;  it  was  the  ultimate  fund 
for  its  repajnnent ;  but  the  sixths,  by  being  nied 
as  a  circulating  fund,  gave  greater  facilities  bx 
extinguishing  Native  titles  than  was  possessed 
by  simply  confining  themselves  to  the  originil 
loan.  It  had  been  charged  against  the  late 
Government  that  the  Act  of  1858  had  passed 
almost  without  discussion. 

Mr.  FOX.— Hear. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  banonr- 
able  gentleman  who  gave  that  ironical  cheer 
should  recollect  that  tiie  very  able  and  intelli- 
gent gentlemen  who  then  represented  AncUiod 
City  were  present,  and  it  was  paying  them  a 
poor  compliment  to  say  they  acquiesced  in  a 
violation  of  the  financial  arrangement  of  1856. 
Captain  Daldy  was  then  present,  and  he  could 
see  nothing  wrong  in  the  measure,  and  suraly 
that  honourable  gentlemetn's  honesty  and  in- 
tellieence  were  well  known.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  this  Bill  said  the 
arrangement  of  1856  was  a  compact.  He 
(Mr.  Richmond)  did  not  mean  to  discuss  tliat 
point — "  arrangement "  and  "  compact "  were 
the  same;  bnt  it  had  also  been  said  thst 
the  representatives  from  Wellington  htkd  been 
parties  to  that  compact ;  &at  the  North 
and  the  South  had  proposed  and  accepted 
certain  terms  mutually  binding  eacb  outer. 
He  had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  When 
had  the  South  proposed  any  mutual  arrange- 
ment with  the  North  in  the  House?  Bat, 
if  it  was  a  compact  at  alt,  it  was  one  in  which 
the  South  did  not  concur,  and  to  which  Wel- 
lington was  not  a  party.  On  referring  to  the 
Journals  of  the  House  he  found  that  the  reso- 
lutions of  1856  were  not  passed  unanimously ; 
that  the  Otago  members  protested  as  a  body, 
and  that  the  Wellington  members,  bo  far  from 
assenting,  not  only  protested,  but  actually  did 
what  they  formerly  had  complained  of — they 
went  home  and  told  mamma ;  they  petitioned 
Downing  Street  against  the  arrangement.  But 
the  gentlemen  from  the  Middle  Island  need'not 
fear  the  threat  that  had  been  made  that,  if 
this  measure  was  not  passed,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  introduced  it  would  break  Ute 
financial  compact.  It  was  not  in  his  power  to 
disturb  the  fincLncial  arrangements  come  to  in 
1856  between  the  North  and  Sliddle  Islands, 
for  it  was  impossible  to  disturb  the  funda- 
mental basis  of  that  arrangement,  which  was 
the  local  expenditure  of  the  Land  Funds  of  (he 
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pnmnees.  [The  honotirable  gentleman  then 
wged  the  neeenity  for  securing  a  fond  for  ex- 
tingnitihitig  of  Native  titles  in  the  Noithem 
Islimd,  and  said  that  £10,000  only  of  the  fund 
for  that  purpose  was  available  in  Wellington 
Ptovince,  although  it  was  -most  desirable  to 
porobase  the  rich  Districts  of  Waitotara,  Hana- 
wata,  and  Patea.]  The  fund  for  the  Province 
of  Hawke'a  Bay  was  entirely  exhausted,  and 
now  it  was  proposed  to  hand  over  the  revenue 
that  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  extinguishing 
of  Native  titles  in  that  province  to  the  Superin- 
tendent to  make  roads  and  bridges  with.  These 
wotks  atight  be  very  desirable,  but  it  was  not 
light  to  enrioh  the  old  districts  at  the  expense 
of  the  new.  That  was  the  effect  of  it ;  the  old 
distticts  wonU  be  improved  by  the  funds  drawn 
from  the  new.  In  fact,  it  was  a  proposal  to 
tnat  as  income  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and 
the  only  capital  available  for  that  purpose. 
£10,000  of  the  capital  had  been  so  disposed  of 
already,  and  now  within  nine  months  a  pro- 
potal  was  made  to  dispose  of  £30,000.  Vmen 
the  time  came  to  eztmguish  Native  titles  it 
would  be  found  that  no  fund  existed  for  that 
purpose.  "  But,"  said  the  Colonial  Secrataiy, 
"  we  can  borrow."  There  spoke  the  Superin- 
tendent. But  it  should  be  recollected  that 
they  had  very  nearly  approached  the  limit  of 
thttr  bonowing  power.  They  should,  there- 
fore, Mose  before  they  expended  the  fnnds 
that  ^onld  go  to  open  up  new  distriote. 

Efon.  MmrBBBs. — ^No. 

Ur.  C.  W.  BIOHMOND.— The  honourable 
member  jmt  him  in  mind  of  Anekland  pier. 

Mr.  'WILLIAMSON  en>lained.  He  had 
oned  "  No  "  to  his  (Mr.  Richmond's)  statement 
that  new  districts  could  not  be  opened  np  be- 
cause the  land  revenue  would  be  expendecl  on 
the  old  distaricts ;  but  he  had  not  mentioned 
AtinWand  pier.  The  fact  was  the  new  districts 
could  not  be  opened  up  because  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  the  funds  in  his  hands,  and  they 
eonld  not  be  got  at. 

Ur.  a  W.  BICHMOND  begged  to  refer  the 
homomabU  gentleman  to  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Wood),  in  whose  hands  the  money  was;  he 
was  aaipgy  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He 
bad  not  said  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  spoke  of  the  pier,  but  no 
donbt  he  was  thinking  of  it,  and  of  putting  the 
T  end  to  it.  When  the  honourable  gentleman 
cried  "  No,"  he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  oonld  not  help 
thinlring  that  this  was  what  was  passing  in  his 
mind,  and  that  he  would  rather  complete  that 
beautiful  structure  than  make  a  road  to  the 
Wupa.  This  was  essentially  a  Superinten- 
demt's  scheme,  who  never  considered  the  future. 
He  liked  the  "  go-ahead  "  system  as  weU  as 
any  one,  but  he  did  not  like  the  "  go-ahead-in- 
any-way  "  principle.  They  ought  not  to  polish 
Qm  stone  before  it  was  rough  hewn,  and  it  had 
been  unfortunate  that,  of  nearly  all  tiie  ezpendi- 
toie  of  Superintendents  in  the  Northern  Island, 
that  was  its  chaiacteristic.  The  expenditure 
had  been  premature.  If  this  measure  was 
passed  it  would  be  a  financial  blunder  and  a 
political   misteike;   for   the   only   fond   that 


existed  for  the  imperial  object  of  colonizing 
New  Zealand  would  be  hsdded  over  to  the 
Superintendents  for  expenditure  en  other  ob- 
jects, while  there  was  no  means  of  replacing  it. 
The  question  was  not  provincial  merely — ^it 
affected  the  whole  colony,  an4  he,  for  one,  ob- 
jected to  sanction  this  measure.  He  charac- 
terized the  policy  of  the  Bill  as  Provincialism 
run  mad ;  and  concluded  by  stating  that 
neither  in  the  letter  nor  in  the  spirit  had  the 
Apt  of  1858  violated  the  compact  of  1856. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  said  if  he  ever  heard  a 
speech  which  might  be  characterized  as  cen- 
tralization run  mad,  it  was  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  addrened  the 
House.  He  had  kpoken  of  Superintendents  in 
a  way  that  was  consistent  wiUi  the  contempt 
with  which  he  had  always  treated  "  the  heads 
of  those  extended  municipalities."  But  thie 
honourable  gentleman  had  abstracted  £29,000 
from  the  provincial  funds,  and.  If  he  had  not 
been  prevented,  he  would  hava  further  ab- 
stracted £38,000  from  the  funds  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments,  who  were  charged  witii 
the  great  duty  of  opening  the  country  and  con- 
ducting the  colomzation.  It  surely  did  not 
become  the  honourable  gentleman  to  lecture 
the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  true  princmles  of 
financial  policy,  when  they  found  he  had  spent 
£80,000  of  a  loan  granted  last  session  for  war 
purposes  on  objects  that  had  no  relation  to  the 
war;  but,  as  the  loan  seemed  to  have  been 
sranted  by  the  House,  in  a  fit  of  good-nature, 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  play  "  ducks 
and  drakes  "  with,  he  seemed  to  nave  carried 
out  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  House.  [He 
then  referred  to  the  negotiations  conducted  t)y 
the  late  Qovemmeut  for  the  purchase  of  tha 
Waitotara,  Manawatu,  and  Patea  Blocks,  and 
said  that  these  districts  in  the  Province  of 
Wellington  would  have  been  purchased  and 
settled  now  but  for  the  dilatoriness  of  the  late 
Government.  He  then  argued  that  the  reso- 
lutions of  1856  were .  a  compact  in  the  nature 
of  a  "permanent  arrangement"  between  the 
North  and  South  Islands.  The  honourable 
member  alluded  to  the  evidence  given  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  before  Chief  Justice 
Amey,  in  a  cause  tried  in  Auckland,  which 
showed  the  Oovemment  had  then  bad  ulterior 
views  on  the  sixths  of  the  land  revenue ;  and 
said  that  the  taunt  of  telling  "  mamma  "  was 
unfortunate,  for,  if  some  honourable  gentlemen 
who  had  talked  big  and  threatened,  and  then  got 
into  trouble,  and  were  forced  to  oa&  on  wanima 
at  last,  had  called  on  mamma  first,  they  would 
have  been  very  good  boys,  and  would  likely 
now  occupy  a  central  position  in  the  House 
instead  of  being  seated  m  a  comer.  He  then 
argued  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  financial 
arrangements  of  1856,  the  Act  of  1858  was  an 
infraction  of  those  arrangements,  and  concluded 
by  supporting  the  measure.] 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  sixth  of  the  land  reve- 
nue was  the  same  as  a  reserve  fund  set  apart  by 
business  men  to  meet  certain  contingencies ; 
and  if  the  men  of  the  Northern  Island  were  not 
prudent  enough  to  set  apart  a  fund  for  ex- 
tinguishing Native  titles,  he  would  not  thrust 
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BRidenoe  down  {heii  throats.    He  vrotild  vote 
tor  the  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

BiU  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

IMPBISONMENT  POK  DEBT  OBDINANOE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The    Imprisonment    for    Debt    Ordinance 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  NAVAL  AND  MILITAEY 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
The  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Set- 
tlers BiU  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

LOST  LAND-OBDEBS  BILL. 
The  Lost  Land-orders  Bill  was  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ment, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IS  ooMmraxB. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  was  prepared  to  go  on 
with  the  estimates,  but  he  was  willing  to  ac- 
cede to  the  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  said  they  had  only  been  in 
the  hands  of  honourable  members  for  half  an 
hour. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND  sngeested  that  time 
for  mature  consideration  should  be  given,  and 
thought  the  motion  should  be  postponed  till 
Tuesday.  The  discussion  on  the  Bills  for  con- 
trolling the  public  expenditure  should  be  taken 
first.  "  Qrievances  first,  supply  afterwards," 
was  an  old  maxim.  They  should  take  care 
how  they  opened  the  purse-strings  before  the 
bnsiness  was  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  BBANDON  contended  that,  as  nothing 
was  on  the  Paper  for  Thursday,  and  the  south- 
ern members  were  anxious  to  get  home  by  the 
next  steamer,  the  estimates  should  be  taken 
that  day. 

Mr.  BENALL  suggested  Friday  as  a  con- 
venient day. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  consent  to  a  long  delay  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  estimates.  He  did  not  see  the 
bnsiness  to  be  brought  before  the  House  to  pre- 
vent the  southern  members  going  away  by  the 
next  steamer,  as  any  delay  would  keep  them  a 
month  longer. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Government  was  anxious 
to  forwsurd  the  business  of  the  country,  and,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  had 
any  grievance  to  complain  of,  let  him  bring  it 
forward  and  fight  it  out  at  once,  and  not  have 
an  intimation  that  on  a  future  day  something 
would  be  moved.  He  (Mr.  Wood)  would  move. 
That  the  estimates  be  taken  upon  Friday,  and 
would  not  consent  to  a  longer  postponement. 

Mr.  DICE  said  Friday  would  be  fully  taken 
Ur.  WtUoK 


up  with  other  business ;  and  he  would  move,  si 
an  amendment,  That  the  estimates  be  gone  oo 
with  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  was  fully  engaged  on 
Committees,  and  had  not  had  time  to  look  over 
them.  He  would  propose  that,  as  the  Hooae 
was  to  sit  on  Monday,  that  day  be  set  apart  for 
considering  the  estimates. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  been  engaged  on 
Committees,  and  was  in  the  House  for  eleven 
hours  that  day,  and  he  required  time  to  con- 
sider the  estimates. 

Mr.  8TAFF0BD  said  he  would  consent  io 
the  motion  that  the  estimates  be  oonsideied  on 
Friday,  Eblthongh  he  did  not  pledge  himself  to 
go  on  then.  The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  d 
Committees  last  session  was  that  no  vote  oouU 
be  postponed  nor  increased  without  a  mesna^ 
from  His  Excellency.  Seeing  that  there  wen 
errors  in  the  estimates  which  had  caught  his 
attention  on  cursorily  looking  at  them  that 
evening,  he  did  not  think  that  they  should  be 
gone  into  mitil  honourable  members  lutd  htd 
ample  opportunity  to  investigate  them  and 
ascertain  the  extent  of  those  errors.  The  eati- 
mates  were  framed  exactly  like  thoee  of  lad 
year — and  he  did  not  say  this  as  a  reproach  to 
the  Colonial  TreSiSurer — but  the  circumstances 
had  altered  since  then.  A  new  Begi8trati<m 
Act  had  come  into  operation,  and,  whUe  no  pro- 
vision was  made  in  me  estimates  for  new  B^gia- 
trars,  provision  was  made  for  ofiScers  whou 
offices  had  been  abolished.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  alluded  to  the  haste  which 
seemed  to  be  manifested  that  evening  for  the 
first  time  to  hurry  through  the  business  of  the 
session ;  but  the  Government  should  recollect 
that  very  important  measures  were  to  come 
before  them  for  consideration  besides  the  rep^ 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Defence.  The 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
venunent  had  told  them  that  he  meant  to  in- 
troduce several  Bills,  some  of  which  had  only 
been  laid  on  the  table,  while  notice  had  jost 
been  given  for  others.  There  was  the  Mew 
Provinces  Bepeal  Bill,  which  had  not  yet  been 
introduced ;  and  surely  it  was  not  intended  to 
surprise  the  House  into  passing  it  by  the  snt- 
pension  of  the  Standing  Orders.  The  policy 
of  the  Native  Minister  had  not  yet  been  stated 
to  the  House,  and  it  was  right  the  House  and  the 
country  should  know  the  fitness  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
countoy  during  the  adjournment.  In  fact,  the 
House  and  country  wanted  a  more  explicit 
statement  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  than  they  had  yet  had  b^ore 
they  were  prepared  to  repose  unlimited  ccmfi- 
dence  in  them.  He  did  not  question  the 
talents  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  to  oondaot 
the  affairs  of  the  country  satisfactorily,  but  he 
confessed  that  the  Ministry — which  appeared 
to  be  a  fortuitous  combination  of  atoms,  a 
combination  of  interests  for  a  partionlar  pur- 
pose, and  not  a  cohesion  because  of  a  similarity 
of  principles — had  not  his  confidence  on  that 
account.  There  had  not  been  a  factious  oppo- 
sition to-the  Government,  nor  was  thereadif- 
position  to  offer  any ;  a  tail  general  support 
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tud  been  giyen  to  the  Ministiy,  bat  he  warned 
the  hcmourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTeimnent  that  there  existed  a  strong  oppo- 
sition in  the  Hoase,  which,  in  the  words  of  a 
peat  coostitational  authority,  was  the  second 
best  tiling  for  securing  good  government ;  and, 
if  the  Government  showed  a  disposition  to  dis- 
regard the  feelings  of  the  other  section  of  the 
House,  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  forms 
of  the  Honse  to  alter  and  prolong  the  public 
bosiness  nntil  such  time  as  the  measures  and 
policy  of  the  Qovermnent  would  have  been 
oisenaeed. 

Mr.  O'NEILIj  thought  the  explanation  of 
the  Native  Minister  should  be  given  before  the 
£10,000  wae  voted  for  Native  purposes,  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  should  also  state  what  he 
intended  to  do  with  the  Customs  revenue, 
which  had  been  increased,  as  he  (Mr.  O'Neill) 
•aw  on  looking  at  the  estimates. 

Ut.  fox  was  gratified  with  the  patronizing 
tone  of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Stafiord) ;  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
Qovemment  might  yat  show  that  they  had 
sufficient  talent  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
ooonby.  This  they  would  endeavour  to  do, 
althongh  they  laid  no  claim  to  the  splendid 
talents  of  that  Ministry  of  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  the  head,  who  had  so  suc- 
cessfully administered  the  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try for  five  years — who  had  left  it  in  peace 
with  all  its  neighbours,  prosperous  and  without 
difficulties,  and  with  an  overflowing  exchequer. 
He  was  also  gratified  to  learn  that  a  factions 
opposition  had  not  been  given  in  the  Honse  to 
the  Government,  and  he  trusted  that  outside 
no  attempt  would  be  made  to  organize  one. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  recollect, 
when  he  threatened  the  Government  with  the 
opposition  of  a  strong  minority,  that  five  years 
•^o  he  entered  office  under  precisely  similar 
mronmBtances ;  and  that,  by  the  forbearance 
of  the  Opposition,  he  had  been  allowed  to  hold 
office  for  a  considerable  period.  On  that  occik- 
nom  the  honourable  gentleman  asked  that  the 
session  should  be  a  short  business  session, 
which  was  acceded  to  by  the  House.  The 
hononrable  gentleman  also  promised  to  devote 
the  talents  of  the  Ministry  to  maturing  mea- 
ioxea  for  the  good  of  the  country  during  the 
teeess,  which  happened  to  be  for  two  years,  and 
the  result  was  the  celebrated  eighty  Bills,  not 
more  than  half  a  dozen  of  which  were  available 
for  the  colony.  But  if  the  House  now  insisted 
on  protracting  the  session  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  ask  for  an  adjournment  of  from  one  to 
two  months,  to  conduct  those  negotiations  with 
the  Natives  they  had  recommended,  and  on  the 
result  of  which  their  Native  policy  must  be 
baaed.  That  was  the  only  course  left.  With 
r^aid  to  the  New  Provinces  Bepeal  Bill,  he 
had  to  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  he  had 
promised  it  for  to-morrow.  The  Government 
had  no  desire  to  shirk  the  question ;  ample 
opportunity  wOnld  be  afforded  for  discussing  it. 
Ha  appealed  to  the  House  whether  the  Oovem- 
ment  had  not  shown  every  disposition  to  push 
tnwktd  the  pmblic  business,  and  whether  they 

leei-o 


had  not  done  more  in  four  or  five  days  than  the 
late  Government  in  the  preceding  fortnight. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  his  opinion  was 
that  an  adjbumment  would  bdve  been  best 
when  the  Government  took  office,  and  he  had 
then  stated  so ;  but  it  was  manifest  that,  if 
negotiations  were  to  be  carried  on  with  the 
Natives,  either  there  must  be  a  long  adjourn- 
ment, or  else  the  business  of  the  session  must 
be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  could  not  state  any 
Native  policy  as  bis  own;  he  had  only  the 
power  to  recommend  a  certain  course  to  His 
Excellency;  but  he  would  be  most  happy  to 
answer  any  direct  question  put  to  him. 

Mr.  WELD,  Mr.  CURTIS,  and  Mr.  CABTEB, 
and  other  honourable  gentlemen  addressed  the 
House,  when  it  was  resolved  to  take  up  the 
estimates  on  Friday. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  nt 
again. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Naturalization  BiU  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  BiU  read  a  third  tune, 
and  passed. 

REGISTRATION  OP  ^LECTORS  ACT  1868 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858 
Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  Hoosei 
and  the  Bill  read  a  thicd  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  ISth  July,  1861. 


Third  Beadings— First  Headings. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  ohait  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
New  Zealand  Bank  Bill,  Bank  of  New  South 
Wales  Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Don  Mountain  Railway  Bill,  Registration  of 
Electors  Act  1858  Amendment  Bill,  Hawke's 
Bay  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Bill,  Impri- 
sonment for  Debt  Ordinance  Amendment  BiU, 
Naturalization  BiU,  Land  Revenue  Appropria- 
tion Act  Amendment  BiU,  Lost  Land-orders 
BiU. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATTVES. 
Thursday,  SSth  July,  1861. 

CnBtoins  —  Arms  Bill  — First  Beadlngs  —  Besident 
MagisfcrateB'  Extension  of  Jurisdiction  Act  Ee- 
Tival  Bill  —  Xiand  BeVenae  Appropriation  Act 
Amendment  Bill— Lost  Land-orders  Bill— Law 
Practitioners  Bill— Debtors"  and  Creditors'  Com- 
position Bill.     

Mr.  SPEAKEBtook  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pratsbs. 

CUSTOMS. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  believed  he  woold  be  in  order 
in  again  putting  the  question  which  he  had 
formerly  put  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  relative 
to  the  tariff.  It  was  known  that  there  were 
members  of  the  Government,  colleagues  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  who  represented  constitu- 
encies whose  views  were  against  the  present 
tariff.  Would  they  conform  to  the  views  of  their 
constituencies,  or  adhere  to  their  own,  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter?  When  be  last  put  his 
qnestion,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  replied  that 
when  he  had  made  hia  Financial  Statement  he 
woold  give  the  information  sought.  Not  having 
heard  him  refer  to  the  tariff  when  delivering 
his  Statement,  he  (Mr.  O'Neill)  had  not  learnt 
the  Government's  intention,  and,  as  it  was  a 
qnestion  of  importance,  ho  thought  the  House 
would  be  glad  to  hear  the  intention  of  tiie 
Government  at  once  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr. WOOD  said  the  honourable  member  had 
asked  him  this  question  before,  and  he  was  at 
liberty  to  ask  him  that  or  any  other  question 
as  often  as  he  pleased.  With  regard  to  the 
financial  arrangement  for  this  year,  he  had  laid 
the  intention  of  the  Government  before  the 
House  the  other  day  in  his  Statement ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  he  did  not  mention  their  intention 
of  altering  the  tariff,  the  honourable  gentlemen 
might  have  concluded  that  such  was  not  their 
intention;  however,  he  begged  to  inform  the 
honourable  member  that  they  did  not  contem- 
plate any  alterations  in  the  tuiff  whatever. 

ABMS  BILL. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  begged  to  ask  the  honour- 
able member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  a 
qnestion,  without  notice.  When  the  honour- 
able member  made  his  statement  of  the  Govern- 
ment policy  to  the  House  he  did  not  say  whe- 
ther it  was  their  intention  to  renew  the  Arms 
Bill;  nor  could  he  (Mr.  Stafford),  in  looking 
over  the  reports  in  the  public  journals,  gather 
from  them  any  information  on  this  matter.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  present  Gtovem- 
ment  meant  to  allow  the  Arms  Bill  to  lapse 
altogether.  He  thought  they  would  probably 
bring  in  some  Bill.  Was  it  their  intention  to 
bring  in  any  Bill  of  that  kind  7 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  that  Bill  wu  simply  to 
extend  it  to  another  session.  Owing  to  the 
alterations  that  were  made  in  that  Bill,  it  did 
not  now  contain  much  that  was  objectionable. 
The  difficulty  arose  from  the  regulations. 
The  Government  proposed  to  continue  tho  pre- 
sent Act,  and  would  probably  suggest  some 
alteration  next  session. 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Jury  Ordinance  Amendment   Bill,   Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Begolations  Amendment  Bill. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  EXTENSION 
OP  JURISDICTION  ACT  REVIVAL  BELL. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  revive  the  Resident  Magistrates'  Extension 
of  Jurisdiction  Act.  The  honourable  member 
observed  that,  in  accordance  with  a  resolntioo 
of  the  House  of  last  session,  the  District  Conrti 
were  to  be  abolished.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  going  through  emy  formal  mode  of  discon- 
tinuing them,  as  the  preliminary  notice  given 
by  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  was  sufficient, 
and,  as  that  honourable  member  observed,  thej 
had  only  to  omit  placing  the  salaries  of  the 
District  Judges  on  the  estimates,  and  the; 
lapsed  of  themselves.  But  in  order  to  provids 
for  this  it  did  become  necessary  to  revive  the 
Resident  Magistrates  Act,  which  had  been 
repealed.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact — that  experience  may  have 
shown  that  improvements  could  be  introdnoed 
into  the  Resident  Magistrates  Act,  sjid  the 
Government  would  be  happy  to  receive  sugges- 
tions from  those  honourable  members  who  had 
given  the  subject  their  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  thought  tho  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  Act  was  capable  of  amend- 
ment. He  was  in  hopes  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  not  revive  the  Act  to  what  it  wu 
prior  to  the  District  Courts  being  established. 
He  could  not  see  anything  more  likely  to  im- 
peril the  seats  of  justice  than  by  placing  the 
local  Magistrates  under  the  Superintendents  ol 
the  provinces.  He  was  in  that  position  now  in 
which  he  could  not  be  reproached  with  a  desira 
to  retain  "power  to  themselves."  When  he 
deprecated  the  idea  of  the  administration  of 
justice  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Superin- 
tendents, they  could  not  with  safety  leave  that 
degree  of  control  over  it  to  the  elective  head  of 
a  province.  He  trusted  the  Bill  brou^t  donn 
would  be  modified  in  this  respect,  as  any  at- 
tempt of  this  kind  would  be  disliked,  and  wu 
sure  to  meet  with  a  most  determined  oppo- 
sition. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRIATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  wbole  House  on  the 
Land  Revenue  AppropriaUon  Act  Amendment 
Bill. 

Mr.  STAFJ'ORD  wished  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  this  Bill,  but  not  with  a  view  of 
opposing  it.  He  had  intended  to  have  made 
his  remarks  on  its  second  reading,  but,  having 
been  out  of  the  House  when  it  came  on,  he 
had  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  He  found 
himself  in  some  difficulty.  It  was  perfectly 
true  that  he  assented  to  an  understanding  that 
no  opposition  would  be  offered  to  this  Bill  if, 
after  a  general  election,  the  majority  of  &e 
House  should  be  in  favour  of  the  existing  law 
being  repealed.  He  was  prepared  to  abide  by 
that  nndeiBtanding  in  this  House,  vx&  thought 
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the   other  bianoh  of  the   LegiBlatare  would 
eqnmlly  &bide  by  that  understandiiig.     At  the 
siune  time  he  wished  to  place  on  record  his 
opinion  that  the  Bill  was  a  very  unwise  measure. 
He  shoald   never  be  deterred  from  expressing 
his  opinion  by  any  agreement  or  compact  entered 
into  Detween  one  portion  of  the  Islands  and  an- 
other, nor  by  any  compact  between  one  pro- 
vince and  another.    In  speaking  of  the  com- 
pact of  18S6  the  late  Government  did  not  look 
upon  it   in  the  light  of  a  compact,  though 
it  had   been  called  so  by  commentators  out- 
side the  House.    The  word  "compact,"  in  a 
proper   sense — in   a  dictionary  sense — did  not 
apply ;  it  was  a  mere  lapsus  lingua,  and  as  such 
it  had  been  suffered  to  pass.    Nor  were  many 
words  applied  in  their  true  import  which  were 
used  in  the  course  of  debate.    His  honourable 
friend   the  member    for  New  Plymouth  said 
there  were  no  parties  that  could  make  any  such 
compact  outside  of  this  House  ;  that  it  was  an 
unconstitutional   proceeding  to  which  no  one 
would  submit.    To  make  it  binding  it  should 
have  been  done  with  a  general  concurrence. 
The  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  did  not 
acquiesce  in  the  arrangement.   [The  honourable 
gentleman  then  alluded  to  the  arrangement 
made  between  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and 
Otago  in  reference  to  the  £200,000  being  borne 
'foy  the  Middle  Island.]  That  waa  an  agreement, 
as  all  the  members  were  consenting  parties  to 
the  distribution  of  that  debt.     The  respective 
nrovinces  were  morally  bound  to  respect  the 
bargain  their  representatives  had  made.    Then, 
aeain,  on  the  boundary-line  question,  honour- 
able members  pledged  themselves ;    and  even 
those  who  might  not  have  been  pledged  tacitly 
admitted  the  agreement  by  offering  no  opposi- 
tion.   On  these  two  occasions  he  considered  the 
amngements  were  binding  in  honour  on  the 
gflfttlemen  who  represented  those  districts.  The 
word  "  oompaot,"  as  it  alluded  to  the  House, 
waa  a  mistuce,  for  no  one  member  could  bind 
any  other  member.  Nothing  should  prevent  him 
from  voting  in  opposition  to  any  such  agree- 
ments when  be  thought  fit,  although  he  might 
find  some  of  his  friends  opposed  to  him.    The 
word  "  compact "  eonld  not  apply  to  1856,  be- 
canse  there  was  no  unanimity  in  that  arrange- 
ment.   It  was  not  an  arrangement  supported 
unanimously  by    the   parties   interested.     It 
came  to  a  division  with  a  view  of  allowing 
members  to  record  their  opinions.    The  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  was  divided  on  the  question. 
One  of  the  honourable  members,  who  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Government  (Mr.  Henderson), 
was  against  it.    The  Province  of  Wellington 
was  not  unanimous  on  this  question — four  or 
five  members  voted  against  it,  and  there  wore 
members  from  Otago  opposed  to  the  arrange- 
ment.   In  a  dictionary  sense,  the  word  "  com- 
pact" could  not    be   properly  applied.      He 
might  have  passed  it  over,  only  for  the  use 
which  had  been  made  of  it ;  the  word  had  been 
mystified  for  the  purpose  of  deluding  honour- 
aUa  members.    It  was  really  nothing  more 
Haa.  waste^  fspit^Sil  the  late   Government 
f>kre  affect  to  it.    Tken,  as  to  the  charge  of 
mfnngement  of  the  financial  policy  of  1866. 


One  honourable  member  from  Wellington,  the 
whole  of  the  members  from  Otago  and  New 
Plymouth,  in  1858,  did  not  look  upon  the  ar- 
rangement as  an  infringement  of  compact. 
The  Chief  Justice  of  the  colony  did  not  think 
the  resolutions  of  1856  were  a  binding  com- 
pact. There  was  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  occasionally  threw  ridicule  on  lawyers, 
such  as  "  Old  Bailey  practice,"  &c. ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  hardly  thought  that  honourable 
gentleman,  although  master  of  vituperation; 
would  apply  that  terra  to  the  Chief  Justice, 
as  ho  stood  too  high  as  on  authority.  He 
(Mr.  Stafford)  would  now  pass  on  to  the  mea- 
sure. Ho  did  not  wish  to  bo  misunderstood. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  Bill  now  beforo 
the  Houso  was  a  stop  towards  the  direct  pur- 
chase system  in  this  part  of  the  colony.  Thero 
was  a  largo  portion  of  tlio  Houso  that  did 
not  take  any  part  whatever ;  there  was  another 
section  who  would  support  the  Bill  on  tho 
ground  that  the  arrangement  of  1858  was  a 
violation  of  the  arrangement  of  1856.  There 
were  others  who  wanted  to  see  it  pass,  because 
by  it  money  would  be  liberated  and  brought 
into  the  land-purchase.  Though  many  of  the 
honourable  members  were  desirous  of  seeing 
the  Bill  pass,  though  their  interest  in  it  did 
not  rest  on  the  same  grounds,  there  were  two 
honourable  members  who,  some  time  ago,  were 
prominently  opposed  to  the  system  of  direct 
purchase.  Articles  appeared  in  what  may  now 
be  called-  the  Ministerial  organ  against  such  a 
system  becoming  a  law  of  the  land.  Another 
gentleman,  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington (Dr.  ^eatherston),  had  on  more  than 
ono  occasion  expressed  his  opposition  to  such 
a  system. 

Dr.  FfiATHERSTON.— Only  as  far  as  the 
Province  of  Wellington  was  concerned. 

Mr.  STAFPOBD  never  felt  very  strongly 
against  the  system,  and  although  up  to  the 
present  moment,  and  after  letters  and  articles 
had  been  published  filling  column  after 
column  of  the  newspapers,  and  although  they 
had  again  and  agam  used  the  magic  words 
"  free  trade  in  land,"  he  had  never  yot  been 
shown  how  direct  purchase  was  to  be  brought 
into  operation.  He  was  not  opposed  to  the 
principle,  but  there  required  a  little  more  civi- 
lization amongst  the  Natives.  They  should  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  our  Courts  first, 
and  they  themselves  must  be  consenting  par- 
ties to  it.  He  therefore  viewed  with  consi- 
derable alarm  anything  that  interfered  with 
present  arrangements.  It  was  like  a  person 
putting  money  in  the  savings-bank  for  a  rainy 
day.  In  a  short  time  it  had  accumulated  to 
a  nest-egg  of  £30,000,  and  if  they  did  away 
with  this  system  tho  Northern  Island  would 
some  day  have  cause  to  regret.  He  gave  them 
a  note  of  warning  that  some  day  they  would 
regret  that  they  bad  got  no  savings-bank ;  the 
Northern  Island  would  regret  being  without 
some  means  of  purohtising  land.  [The  honour- 
able member  here  referred  to  the  Bay  of  Islands 
Settlement  Act,  in  illustration  of  the  necessity 
of  tho  Government  having  funds  in  reserve 
for  certain  cases.]     There  was  always  some 
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preliminary  expenditure  required  to  cany  on 
surreys  and  open  main  lines  of  roads.  In 
planting  new  settlements  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  incur  expense,  or  it  would  be  like 
people  being  placid  in  a  wilderness.  When 
suireys  were  made  and  roads  opened  ships 
would  come  in,  and  the  place  would  be  more 
likely  to  go  ahead  when  these  details  had  been 
attended  to.  [The  honourable  member  here 
alluded  to  the  large  parliamentary  grant  from 
the  New  South  Wales  Exchequer  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  who  should  come  into  the  country. 
In  all  cases  of  this  kind  an  advance  of  money 
was  found  necessary.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber argued  that  advances  of  money  might  be 
required  to  establish  industrial  schools,  hospi- 
tab,  and  other  institutions  amongst  the  Na- 
tives, in  proportion  tis  the  lands  were  obtained 
by  the  Government — and  for  this  they  would 
not  be  prepared — no  money  could  be  obtained 
without  getting  it  through  the  votes  of  this 
House  either  oy  loans  or  by  hypothecating 
the  revenues  of  the  colony.  It  would  be  then 
that  the  Northern  Island  would  regret  not 
having  a  nest-egg,  for  they  would  not  get  the 
members  of  the  Southern  Island  to  accede  to 
their  wishes.  Though  there  were  some  mem- 
bers who  did  not  think  they  came  there  to  re- 
present a  part  but  the  whole  of  New  Zealand, 
they  would  always  feel  themselves  bound  to 
protect  the  interests  of  their  various  constitu- 
encies. Having  stated  these  views,  which  he 
had  maintained  while  he  was  in  office,  he 
trusted  he  had  placed  on  record  his  opinion 
of  the  effect  of  this  measure  on  the  Northern 
IslandO 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  took  the  very  opposite 
opinion  to  that  expressed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  relative  to  the  ar- 
rangements of  1856  and  1858.  The  agreement 
of  1866  was  a  compact,  the  Act  of  1858  was  an 
infringement  of  that  compact. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  spoke  against  the  ar- 
rangements of  1858,  and  proceeded  to  give  a 
number  of  practical  illustrations  in  favour  of 
the  money  being  handed  over  to  the  Superin- 
tendents and  Provincial  Councils,  as  it  enabled 
them  to  carry  on  surveys  and  promote  systems 
of  colonization. 

Beport  adopted  by  the  House,  and  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

LOST  LAND-OBDERS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House   on   the   Lost    Land -orders   Bill    was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 
The  Law  Practitioners  Bill  was  considered 
in  Committee,  reported  to   the   House  with 
amendments,  and  the  adoption  of  the  report 
made  an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

DEBTORS'  AND    CREDITORS'  COMPOSI- 
TION BILL. 
The  Debtors'  apd  Creditors'  Composition  Bill 
was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of 
Ur.  Stafford 


the  report  made  an  order  of  the  itsj  for  Tues- 
day next. 

The  House   adjourned  at  half -post   this* 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  B6th  July,  1861. 


Select    Committee  —  Naval  and    Military   Settlen 
(Marlborough)  Bill  —  Hawke's  Bay  Na 
Military  Settlers  Bill— Nataralizatfon  Bill— iMt 
Land-ordera  Bill. 


!Iaval  and 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  duui  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

SELECT  COMMrrTEB. 
DDK  MouKTAiN  Railwat  Biu>. — ^The  Hhl 
Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon.   Sir  Osborne  (Hbbes, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Tanored,  the  Hon.  Colonel  RoMeU, 
and  the  Hon.  Major  Richmond. 

NAVAL    AND    MILITARY    8ETTLBBS 
(MARLBOROUGH)  BILL. 

The  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  (Mad- 
borough)  Bill  was  recomimitted,  further  oon- 
sidered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  di» 
Council  with  amendment. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  NAVAL  AND  MILITABy 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
The  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Set- 
tlers Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  constdand 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Oonnoilvith 
amendment. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  Bill  was  read  a  seeand 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  lepoxtedto 
the  Council  with  amendment. 

LOST  LAND-ORDERS  BILL. 

The  Lost  Land-orders  Bill  was  read  a  aeooal 
time  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  nt 
again. 

The  Council  then  adjoomed. 


HOUSE   OF   RBPEESENTATTVEB. 
JFriday,  26th  July,  1862. 


Bank  of  New  Sontb  Wales  Bill— Ooldflelds— Ad- 

ioomment— Unaatborlzed  Expenditare— Bay  of 
•lands' Native  Ma^strate— Diseased  Cattle  Bill 
—Provincial  AaditBill  (No.  S)— Sapplr- Btasm 
Postal  Service— Law  Practitionera  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelye  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

BANK  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  BILL. 
The  amendments  made   by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Bill 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
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GOLDFIELDS. 

Ur.  WELLS  asked  tho  Colonial  Secretary,  If 
the  OoTemment  are  in  possession  of  certain 
resolntions  passed  in  tho  last  session  of  the 
Frovineial  Council  of  Nelson,  praying  that  the 
Ooremor  may  be  pleased  to  delegate  the  powers 
vested  in  him  by  "The  Qoldfields  Act,  1858," 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  that  province; 
and  if  the  Crovemment  are  disposed  to  advise 
His  Excellency  to  give  effect  to  the  same. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON  replied  that  it  did  not 
appear  by  the  OoMfields  Act  that  the  Governor 
ooald  delegate  his  powers  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  bat  the  Government  had  advised  him  to 
delegate  to  the  Superintendent  of  Kelson  all 
the  powers  which  it  was  competent  for  him  to 
delegate,  in  the  same  way  as  bad  been  done  to 
the  Snperintendent  of  Otago. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Ml.  FOX  moved.  That  the  Honse,  at  its 
titing,  do  adjourn  to  Monday  at  noon.  He  ex- 
plained that,  as  the  estimates  were  on  the  table, 
and  the  last  of  the  measures  which  the  Govern- 
ment eonsidered  essential  for  the  present  ses- 
sion wonld  be  on  the  table  on  Monday,  they 
were  anzions  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  southern 
members,  who  were  desirous  to  return  to  their 
provinces  by  the  ensuing  mail  steamer,  by  which 
time  the  principal  business  of  the  House  might 
be  got  over  without  any  great  inconvenience. 
Another  reason  was  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  necessitated  their  being  in  a  posi- 
tion as  early  as  possible  to  undertake  practical 
negotiation,  without  the  necessary  occupation 
of  their  time  by  the  business  of  the  House. 
Another  reason  was  that,  from  one  cause  or 
another,  members  bad  had  a  very  easy  time  of 
it  this  session.  An  honourable  member  from 
the  Province  of  Auckland  had  suggested  to  him 
an  evening  sitting  on  Monday,  but  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
appealed  to  Auckland  members  to  consider  the 
immense  inconvenience  suffered  by  southern 
members  in  coming  here,  and  to  consider  the 
great  detriment  to  the  working  of  our  insti. 
totioni  if  anoUiex  session  southern  members 
ihoold  sta^  away.  He  trusted  there  would  be 
no  opposition  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FIRTH  had  no  objection  to  work  hard 
to  attain  the  object  referred  to,  and  protested 
against  Auckland  members  being  appealed  to, 
aa  if  they  were  the  obstacles  m  the  way  of 
getting  business  done.  He  did  not  think  that 
•onthem  members  would  wish  to  leave  till  their 
duties  were  completed,  and  be  did  not  see  how 
the  work  of  the  House  could  be  got  through  by 
the  7th  August,  or,  indeed,  for  a  week  or  two 
after  that.  He  thought  the  House  should  know 
something  more  from  Ministers  than  they  yet 
did  before  they  placed  m  their  hands  the  power 
of  the  oountry  for  perhaps  a  year.  All  they  yet 
blew  was  that  Ministers  would  adopt  a  con- 
nderable  portion  of  the  policy  of  the  late  occu- 
pants of  those  seats.  But  the  House  should 
(now  exactly  what  Ministers  were  prepared  to 
do,  and  would  then  afford  them  every  indul- 
gence. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  agreed  with  the  honourable 
lumber  who  had  just  spoken,  and  thought  one 


of  the  ohief  obstacles  to  the  business  of  the 
session  had  been  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  had  for  days  and  days  kept  on 
the  Notice  Paper  a  motion  hanging  over  the 
heads  of  tho  late  Ministry ;  and,  if  they  wished 
to  proceed  with  business  in  a  hurried  manner 
now,  it  was  not  for  the  interests  of  the  ooimtry, 
but  the  interests  of  individuals. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  nothing  to  say 
against  Auckland  members  for  delaying  mem- 
bers of  the  Middle  Island,  but  he  thought  it 
ought  not  to  go  abn»d  that,  after  the  trouble 
the  southern  members  had  taken  in  coming 
here,  they  were  anxious  to  slur  over  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  for  the  sake  of  getting  home 
ten  or  twelve  days  sooner. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  explained  that  he  had  asked 
the  Attomey-Gteneral  whether  he  thought  an 
evening  sitting  on  Monday  wonld  not  answer 
the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  honourable 
member,  and  he  had  proposed  this,  not  to  delay 
business,  but,  by  allowing  Committees  time  to 
get  through  their  work,  to  push  it  on,  so  tiiat 
southern  members  might  return  to  their  homes. 
Mr.  DICK  said  members  should  not  talk  of 
slurring  over  the  business  of  the  House  till  tiiey 
saw  it  was  being  done.  As  to  Ministers  not 
having  explained  what  they  meant  to  do,  he 
thought  they  had  fully  declared  it  when  they 
took  their  seats,  and  had  since  answered  every 
question  put  to  them.  He  thought  business 
was  being  got  through  pretty  fast,  and  what 
caused  delay  was  the  long  speeches  some- 
times made  without  reference  to  the  subject 
of  debate. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  referred  to  a  deputation 
about  to  be  sent  into  the  country  by  the  Qo- 
venmient,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  its  being 
allowed  to  go  early,  so  that,  if  they  must  go  to 
war,  they  might  do  it  with  energy,  and  finish  it 
this  summer.  He  trusted  that  the  southern 
members  would  be  allowed  to  leave  by  this 
mail,  and  the  deputation  start  in  less  than  a 
month. 

Mr.  WOOD  argued  that,  by  sitting  on  Mon- 
day and  Saturday,  they  would  not  slur  over 
business,  but  time  would  be  given  to  the  House 
to  do  business  in.  The  member  for  the  North- 
em  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  had  said  that,  with  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  hanging  over  their 
heads,  the  late  Iilinistry  could  not  go  on  with 
business. 
Mr.  O'NEILL  explained. 
Mr.  WOOD  said  that  excuse  had,  however, 
beon  used  by  late  Ministers.  The  present  Min- 
istry were  now  in  the  same  position,  but,  confi- 
dence or  no  confidence,  they  meant  to  go  on 
with  the  business  of  the  country;  and,  when  the 
time  arrived  that  the  opposing  forces  were 
gathered  into  one,  and  the  distribution  com- 
pleted of  those  appointments  whioh  it  was 
understood  were  being  offered  in  every  direc- 
tion—  when  all  these  little  intrigues  were 
brought  to  a  head,  and  the  great  thunderbolt 
should  burst  over  their  heads — Ministers  would 
be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  WELD  said  that,  from  the  tone  taken 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  one  would  suppose 
he  was  part  of  a  Ministzy  that  had  stooa  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214 


Adjournment. 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment. 


[Jult96 


many  a  year  distingoished  for  viitne  and  ab- 
sence of  intrigue,  and  had  not  seen  anything  in 
the  course  of  nis  life  of  persons  running  about 
to  ask  vho  would  take  this  place  and  who  the 
other ;  but  had  been  sleeping  for  the  Iswt  few 
weeks  perfectly  unconscious  of  all  that  was 
going  on,  till  one  fine  morning  he  woke  and 
found  himself  in  that  seat,  and  to  this  day  bad 
never  turned  back  his  mind  to  the  little  nego- 
tiations which  took  place  before  he  found  hua- 
self  there.  But  he  (Mr.  Weld)  had  hoped  that 
when  the  honourable  member  spoke  he  would 
have  thrown  some  light  on  the  deputation  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  for  New- 
ton. Was  it  the  intention  of  the  Qovemment 
to  get  rid  of  this  House,  and  then  send  a  depu- 
tation to  Waikato  7  He  would  like  to  know  of 
whom  that  deputation  was  to  consist,  and  what 
line  it  would  take  with  the  Waikatos.  He  was 
willing  to  work  day  and  night  to  get  business 
over,  but  the  House  would  jieglect  their  duty  if 
they  allowed  the  Oovemment  to  send  them 
away  without  telling  them  what  was  going  to 
be  done.  At  present  they  had  got  nothing  &om 
Ministers  but  generalities ;  now  he  hoped  they 
would  have  something  specific. 

Mr.  BBANDON  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion, urging  the  necessity  for  southem  mem- 
bers, especially  those  of  Wellington,  to  return 
home,  and  the  little  business  now  before  the 
House.       

Mr.  MAITTELL  said  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  tiie  Ministry  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  a 
deputation  to  the  Waikatos  that  did  not  meet 
with  the  full  sanction  of  the  Governor.  If  the 
Governor  approved  of  Ministers  going  en  mease, 
they  were  prepared  to  do  so ;  if,  on  the  con- 
tea^,  EUs  Excellency  preferred  to  intrust 
negotiations  only  to  one,  probably  himself  (Mr. 
Mantell),  he  would,  of  course,  be  most  ready  to 
do  so.  As  to  the  negotiations  to  be  carried  on, 
it  was  impossible  to  go  into  details;  but  he 
pledged  himself  to  the  country  that,  if  he  were 
mtrusted  with  the  business,  he  should  do 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BIOHMOND  said  he  would 
readily  confide  in  the  assurance  given  by  the 
Native  Minister.  He  would  not  say  a  word  in 
favour  of  protracting  the  business  of  the  House, 
for  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  at  this 
time  to  leave  the  Executive  Government  to  the 
work  of  administration  as  soon  as  possible  con- 
sistently with  its  duty  as  a  Legislature.  Con- 
sidering that  a  Ihlinisterial  crisis  had  occurred, 
he  could  not  admit  that  fair  progress  had  not 
been  made ;  but  there  appeared  to  have  been 
little  because  of  the  absence  of  discussion  which 
had  characterized  this  session ;  and,  if  the  late 
honourable  member  for  the  Town  of  Ohrist- 
ohnroh  had  been  here,  he  would  have  got  up 
discussions  on  an  infinity  of  topics  on  which 
disouasion  had  been  most  prudently  abstained 
from.  But  hejfMr.  Bichmond)  could  not  allow 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  take  credit  for  so 
lai^e  an  amount  of  work,  having  admitted  that 
he  bad  availed  himself  of  the  labours  of  his 
predecessors.  Ho  (Mr.  Bichmond)  must  re- 
mind him  of  the  delay  which  took  place  in  the 
Mr.  Weld 


beginning  of  the  session  for  the  oonvenienoe  ol 
the  Wellington  members — a  delay  in  the  start- 
ing of  the  "  Stormbird,"  which  an  hononxable 
member  from  Wellington  sitting  near  bad  ex- 
plained by  saying,  "  We  were  whitewashing 
the  doctor."  The  doctor  might  have  wanted 
white- washing,  but  that  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  business  of  the  country.  He  assured  the 
honourable  members  that  he  wished  to  get 
through  the  business  of  the  country  as  much  a* 
they  did ;  but  the  most  important  part  of  it 
was  this — to  secure  that  the  men  placed  in 
power  at  this  moment  were  the  most  deserving 
of  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PITZHEEBEET  said,  if  the  hononnble 
member  was  sincere  in  his  last  remarks,  be 
would  bring  on  this  motion  to-morrow,  and  not 
wait  for  vessels  from  Napier. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON,  in  replying  to  some  d 
the  remarks  that  had  been  made  by  the  h<»ionr- 
able  member  for  New  PlymouUi,  said  th«t  th« 
honourable  member  had  been  accustomed  to 
apply  epithets  to  persons  high  in  anthori^ 
calculated  to  bring  them  into  contempt  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  over  which 
they  ruled ;  and  had  applied  epithets  to  the 
Native  inhabitants  which  were  at  the  root  of 
the  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government 
entertained  by  the  Natives.  He  believed  this 
question  would  have  passed  without  discussioa 
but  for  the  observations  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Firth), 
who  got  up  with  the  old  cry  of  "No  policy." 
That  cry  was  .good  in  sessions  gone  by.  The 
late  Ministry,  having  been  in  office  since  18G6, 
came  down  at  a  critical  juncture vrithontmakiog 
a  declaration  of  their  policy  till  it  was  screwed 
out  of  them  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Tovm  of  Christchurch.  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  had  used 
langiiage  not  worthy  of  hitq,  and  had  talked  of 
"  policy  "  in  that  careless  style  which  he  fMr. 
Williamson)  was  sorry  to  hear  from  his  lips. 
Had  not  the  late  Government  bequeathed  to 
the  present  difficulties  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature,  and  had  not  the  honourable  membu 
himself  been  obliged  to  step  forward  and  pre- 
serve the  country  from  difficulties  which  would 
have  arisen  from  the  absolute  adoption  of  oer- 
tain  resolutions,  and  from  which  they  could 
not  have  afterwards  easily  rid  themselves  ?  In 
resolutions  emanating  from  the  Queen's  repre- 
sentative negotiations  were  mentioned;  and, 
when  it  was  recollected  that  no  steps  had  been 
token  by  the  late  Ministry  to  carry  out  tfaess 
negotiations,  the  honourable  member  should  be 
cautious  before  he  urged  the  Government  to 
set  forward  their  intentions  to  the  Natives  till 
they  hod  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
with  the  Natives  face  to  face,  as  they  had  de- 
clared their  intention  of  doing ;  but  before  this 
could  bo  done  there  must  be  a  cessation  of  the 
business  of  the  House.  His  own  opinion  had 
always  been  that,  when  the  Ministry  took 
office,  they  should  have  asked  for  an  exten- 
sion of  last  year's  Appropriation  Act  for  three 
months,  and  adjourned  the  Honse  for  that 
time.  As  to  military  operations,  the  time  had 
been  fixed.    He  had  it  on  the  best  anthority 
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thftt  aa  intimation  had  been  sent  to  the  Euro- 
pean lesidents  in  Waikato  that,  if  the  Natives 
Bad  not  by  the  middle  of  August  agreed'  to  the 
terms  of  His  Excellency's  declaration,  they 
most  gather  up  and  move  away.  But,  though 
he  had  been  in  favour  of  an  adjournment,  the 
Qovemment  could  not  acquaint  members  with 
^1  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  it  was 
therefore  thought  better  to  hurry  the  business 
of  the  country,  and  aUow  the  southern  gentle- 
man to  return  to  their  homes.  He  trusted  that 
due  consideration  would  be  given,  and  advan- 
tage not  be  taken  of  the  position  in  which  the 
Govermnent  stood,  and  that  honourable  mem- 
bers would  not  take  a  course  likely  to  lead  to 
taoh  consequences  as  referred  to  in  the  original 
resolutions  brought  before  the  House.  It  was 
their  business  to  ward  off  the  fearful  conse- 
quences which  their  predecessors  wished  to 
plunge  the  oonntry  into.  Time  should  be  given 
to  the  condemned ;  and,  when  they  had  the 
majesty  of  Britain  to  think  of,  they  had  also  to 
think  of  British  humanity,  justice,  and  mercy. 
Ur.  WELD  said,  in  explanation,  that  the 
statements  made  by  the  honourable  member 
M  to  an  intimation  sent  into  Waikato  were 
altogether  without  foimdation.  He  (Mr.  Weld) 
had  been  the  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween His  Excellency  and  Ministers,  and  fie 
knew  of  no  such  intimation,  and  if  such  had 
been  sent  it  was  without  the  knowledge  of 
himself  or  his  colleagues. 

Ur.  WILIiUMSON  had  not  said  that  the 
late  Ministers  sent  that  intimation,  but  that 
they  knew  of  other  circnmBtances  which  they 
had  not  communicated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  he  rose  to  support  the 
motion  on  its  own  merits,  and  did  not  intend 
to  comment  on  the  most  irrelevant  discussion 
which  had  taken  place,  more  especially  the 
remarkable  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  sat  down,  who  since  his  advent  to 
that  seat  had  made  ihe  only  blunders  which 
hod  been  mado  in  the  House  by  the  new 
Ministry.  On  each  of  the  three  occasions  on 
which  uiat  honourable  member  had  luldressed 
the  House  as  a  Minister  he  had  committed  a 
blunder,  and  on  a  more  fitting  occasion  would 
hear  some  suitable  comments  in  reference  to 
the  remarkable  statements  that  had  fallen  from 
him,  the  more  impressive  from  having  also 
appeared  in  articles  of  the  Ministerial  organ, 
with  which  that  gentleman  was  said  to  be  con- 
nected, and  in  another  journal — its  echo — 
which  was  supposed  not  to  appear  without  bis 
oognizance. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  referred  to  the  late  Colo- 
nial Treasurer's  fling  about  the  delay  of  the 
"  Stonnbird,"  which,  he  would  give  his  honour, 
v&s  owing  to  no  such  cause  as  the  honoiuable 
member  had  said,  but  was  owing  solely  to  the 
General  Government  having  made  no  provision 
for  the  transmission  of  the  Wellington  mem- 
bers. He  would  tell  the  House  what  was  done. 
Those  members  received  the  usual  intimation 
&om  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Wellington 
that  they  might  take  their  passage  by  any 
steamer  that  might  leave  for  Auckland,  in 
Mcoida&ce  with  which  they  made  preparations 


to  go  by  the  mail  steamer,  but  when  that 
arrived  they  were  told  by  the  agent  that  all 
the  passages  had  iieen  taken  up  from  Nelson. 
Careful  provision  had  thus  been  made  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  Nelson  members,  but  those 
of  Wellington  wore  shut  out ;  and  they  were 
left  to  go  by  the  miserable  little  "  Stormbird," 
for  the  use  of  which  arrangements  were  made 
by  the  Superintendent  and  Collector  of  Customs, 
and  in  which  they  were  nine  days  coming; 
otherwise  they  would  have  been  here  in  time  fot 
the  election  of  the  Speaker.  As  for  whitewash- 
ing, that  was  over  and  "  the  doctor  "  pure  days 
before  they  need  have  sailed.  As  to  the  chtuige 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Division  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  delayed  the 
business  of  the  House  by  a  notice  of  motion 
which  he  did  not  follow  up,  the  facts  were 
these :  On  the  first  day  of  tne  session  he  did 
give  a  notice  amounting  to  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence,  and  at  the  same  time  moved  for 
some  necessary  returns,  and  he  would  have 
brought  it  on  at  the  time  appointed  had  not 
the  Native  Minister  mixed  up  with  it  the  war 
question,  which  it  was  necessary  first  to  put 
aside.  Those  resolutions  disposed  of,  he  again 
gave  notice,  which  was  again  delayed  several 
days  by  the  Governor's  message,  which  wag  no 
sooner  disposed  of  than  he  again  gave  notice  for 
the  earliest  day  at  which  he  could  possibly 
bring  it  on,  and  then  the  debate  on  it  was  pro- 
tracted by  the  very  long  speeches  mado  because 
of  the  delay  of  the  gunboat  sent  at  the  public 
expenso  to  fetch  up  a  member.  He  thought 
he  had  now  sliown  that  the  repeated  delays 
were  not  owing  to  any  intention  of  his  to  delay 
business.  In  reply  to  the  hodburable  member 
for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Firth),  the  Go- 
vernment would  make  no  further  enunciation 
of  policy,  as  they  had  already  made  the  fullest 
enimciation  of  policy  ever  made  in  that  House, 
except  that  of  Mr.  Sewell,  in  which  they  had 
stated  their  general  opinions  on  great  prin- 
ciples, besides  indicating  the  particular  mea- 
sures they  intended  to  introduce ;  and  if  any 
honourable  member  wanted  to  know  more  let 
him  put  specific  questions.  With  regard  to 
the  present  motion,  he  would  only  say  that  it 
would.not  have  been  necessary  if  the  business 
of  the.  House  were  allowed  to  proceed  in  a 
business-like  maimer,  without  useless  debat- 
ing; and  he  trusted  that  further  time  would 
not  be  so  lost,  but  that  honourable  members 
would  endeavour  to  get  through  the  business 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  DOMETT,  by  the  leave  of  the  House, 
said  it  was  contrary  to  fact  that  the  Qovem- 
ment had  taken  all  the  places  for  the  Nelson 
members ;  for,  till  the  steamer  arrived,  they 
had  determined  not  to  come,  because  they 
were  told  by  the  agent  at  Nelson  that  there 
would  not  be  room  for  all  of  them. 

Mr.  FOX  had  not  said  who  took  the  passages, 
but  that  they  were  told  by  the  agent  tnat  taej 
were  taken ;  and  that  it  was  by  the  act  of  tha 
late  Government  that  the  Wellington  members 
were  delayed. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  the  honourable  member 
had  repeated  his  former  charge  that  it  was  by 
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the  action  of  the  Qoyeinment  that  the  Wel- 
lington members  were  detained,  and  he  asked 
that  honouiable  member  to  bring  down  evety 
official  letter  to  members  of  the  House  with 
reference  to  coming  up  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  especially  all  correspondence  to 
the  Collectors  of  Customs  with  reference  to 
the  hire  of  vessels;  and  if  that  honourable 
member  would  not  do  that,  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
would  give  notice  immediately  oi  a  motion  to 
obtain  them. 

Mr.  FOX. — Better  give  notice. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  then  gave  notioe  of  motion 
for  the  papers  he  had  referred  to. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

UNAUTHORIZED  EXPENDITURE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  it  was 
agreed,  in  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  passed  on  the  24th  instant.  That  a 
return  of  certain  expenditure  not  previously 
authorized  by  ,the  Appropriation  Act  be  made ; 
that,  if  it  be  found  not  possible  to  make  such 
complete  return  before  the  next  prorogation  of 
the  House,  so  much  of  that  return  as  can  be 
conveniently  supplied  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House. 

BAY  OF  ISLANDS'  NATIVE  MAGISTRATE. 
Mr.  CARLETON  moved.  That  copies  of  all 
correspondence  relating  to  complaints  preferred 
by  Natives  against  the  Native  Magistrate  in 
the  Bay  of  Islands  District  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  Honse ;  and  said  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
notoriety  that  a  number  of  the  Natives  of  that 
district  had  memorialized  the  Governor,  com- 
plaining of  their  Native  Magistrate.  He  be- 
ueved  that  they  had  not  preferred  any  charges 
against  that  gentleman,  but,  for  various  rea- 
sons, which  he  (Mr.  Caileton)  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  explain,  they  disliked  him  exceed- 
ingly ;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
it  was  important  that  the  Magistrates  should 
possess  the  confidence  of  those  among  whom 
they  lived.  It  would  be  satisfactory  to  all 
.  patties  were  the  correspondence  produced,  for 
there  was  an  impression  abroad  that  the  com- 
plaints were  of  a  more  serious  nature  than  he 
supposed  them  to  be.  But  the  memorial  ought 
not  to  have  been  slighted ;  the  disregard  of  it 
had  produced  a  very  bad  effect.  [The  honour- 
able member  went  on  to  speak  of  the  Governor's 
late  visit  to  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  the  meet- 
ings at  Te  Puna.]  He  had  seen  reports  of  the 
Te  Puna  meetings  in  the  newspapers,  by  whom 
furnished  he  knew  not ;  but  they  did  not  much 
resemble  the  verbal  report  made  in  his  presence 
by  a  part^  of  Natives  on  the  same  evening. 
That  meetmg  had  been  well,  though  not  nume- 
rously, attended.  The  Natives  present  were 
mainly  persons  of  influence,  but  the  meeting 
WEW  unsatisfactory.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
time  was  taken  up  with  two  questions.  One 
was  their  desire  for  a  relaxation  of  the  spirits 
ordinance,  and  certainly  the  newspaper  report 
made  the  most  of  that ;  but  no  notice  whatever 
was  taken  of  the  other,  which  was  the  Native 
memorial.  He  (Mr.  Oarleton)  was  not  present, 
but  he  had  heard  the  Native  account,  which,  in 
Ur,  Stafford 


few  words,  was  that  one  of  them  got  np  ud 
said,  rather  roughly,  to  the  Governor,  "  Why  did 
you  not  Ebnswer  my  letter  about  Glendon?" 
No  answer.  The  question  was  insisted  on.  At 
last,  after  some  consultation,  they  were  told 
that  the  answer  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Clendoi 
himself.  Whether  this  was  an  answer  to  the 
Natives  or  a  letter  to  the  Native  Magistrate  he 
(Mr.  Caileton)  could  not  ascertain  from  them ; 
but  he  took  for  granted  the  latter,  otherwise  the 
answer  would  have  reached  them.  They  were 
also  told  at  the  meeting  that  the  mem<Hial 
contained  no  definite  grounds  of  complaint,  and 
asked  what  they  lAid  to  say.  To  this  no  an- 
swer was  returned,  the  chief  —  a  Waimate 
Native — who  had  been  most  active  in  gettinf 
up  the  memorial  being  absent. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  tlu 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  Diseawd 
Cattle  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  pven  to  dt 
again. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  8). 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2),  said  h«  demred 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Honse  by  discussing  on 
this  motion  the  merits  of  the  four  Bills  before 
the  House.  There  would  be  no  serious  diffi- 
calty  in  such  a  course,  because  it  was  simidy  a 
trial  of  strength  as  to  whether  one  set  of  prin- 
ciples or  another  should  be  adopted,  details 
being  disposed  of  when  the  several  BUls  went 
through  Committee.  The  measure  required 
but  little  introduction,  being  a  simple  mea- 
sure, which  honourable  members  had  had  suf- 
ficiently long  before  them.  There  were  three 
ways  in  which  provision  might  be  made  to  meet 
the  administrative  and  legislative  wants  of  the 
provinces  in  this  country,  involving  very  dif- 
ferent  principles,  and  likely  to  be  attended  with 
very  different  results.  The  first  was  that  the 
duty  of  protecting  their  own  interests  and 
providing  for  their  own  separate  and  local 
wants  should  be  left  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  provinces.  The  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Act  with  regard  to  the  provinces  was  this 
— that  persons  living  on  the  spot,  and  having  a 
personal  interest  in  the  good  government  of 
the  community  of  which  they  were  members, 
were  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of 
passing  particular  enactments  and  framing  ma- 
chinery for  the  government  of  those  district 
If  a  province  felt  that  its  public  expenditure 
required  control  of  an  executive  character  it 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
ture to  create  the  necessary  machinery,  and  - 
such  a  course  would  be  that  which  naturally 
resulted  from  the  broad  principle  as  well  as 
details  of  the  Constitution  Act.  It  might  be 
that  in  a  particular  province  there  might  be  an 
apathy  to  public  affairs,  and  a  want  of  legisla- 
tive and  administrative  action  much  to  Iw  de- 
plored ;  but  they  would  soon  find  where  the  shoe 
pinched,  and,  when  they  had  got  a  few  corns, 
would  set  to  work  and  find  oat  the  best  way  of 
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laudyiiig  th«  evils  which  they  suffered  better 
than  me  Qenei&l  Oovemment  oould,  and  oon- 
listently  with  the  wants  of  each  province. 
This  was  PrOTincialism  in  the  ab8tnu^t,  not 
nltn-proTinoialism.  Another  way  was  that  this 
AKue,  oomposed  of  what  were  originally  pro- 
Tinoial  elements,  should  determine  what  were 
the  necessary  institutions  for  carrying  on  Pro- 
vincial OoTemments,  bat  leave  to  the  Provincial 
Governments  themselves  the  entire  carrying 
oat  of  the  principles  so  indicated.  But,  though 
the  House  consisted  of  gentlemen  elected  by 
the  several  provinces,  yet  it  might  happen  to 
consiEt  of  an  aggregate  of  provincial  minori- 
ties, and  might  pass  measures  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  all  the  provinces.  The  third 
way  was  one  which  was  entirely  in  opposition 
to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution  Act,  de- 
itractiva  of  provincial  institutions,  and  one 
which  would  only  be  advocated  by  ultra-oen- 
tndisti  who  desired  to  aggrandize  in  the 
Qeneitl  Govemnaent  the  whole  power  of  ad- 
ministering the  local  affairs  of  this  country 
-4iainaly,  that  this  Honse  might  not  only  take 
upon  itself  the  function  of  advising  and  settling 
the  principles  on  which  local  administration 
should  be  conducted,  but  also  confer  on  the 
Exeontive  of  the  General  Government  of  the 
colony  the  power  of  carrying  out  those  prin- 
cijdes  into  execution.  These,  then,  were  the 
tuee  great  difiexences  that  might  exist  as  to 
the  manner  of  carrying  out  the  system  of  self- 
govamment  bestowed  on  the  colony  by  tho 
OoDititution  Act,  and  he  asked  the  House  to 
iiaent  to  the  Bill  of  which  he  now  moved  the 
second  reading  because  he  believed  that,  if  not 
in  oonfonnity  with  the  very  best  principle,  yet 
it  was  in  conformity  with  the  best  which, 
Quder  existing  circumstances,  he  could  hope  to 
cairy.  The  best  plan  would  be  that  it  should 
be  left  entirely  to  the  Provincial  Legislatures 
to  create  those  checks  by  which  they  desired  to 
control  the  public  expenditure  of  their  pro- 
vinces. They  might  suffer  at  first  from  want 
of  those  checks,  but  in  oonrse  of  time  the 
grievance  would  become  so  apparent  that  they 
would  take  means  to  place  public  moneys  above 
the  danger  of  being  tampered  with.  On  the 
other  huid  there  was  the  principle  contained 
in  the  Act  brought  in  by  the  late  Ministry,  of 
not  only  indicating  and  legislating  upon  the 
character  of  the  control,  but  of  vesting  in  the 
General  Oovemment  itself  the  power  of  exercis- 
ing that  control :  and  that,  he  hoped.  Was  as 
liule  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  House  as  the 
principle  he  had  expressed  himself  in  favour  of. 
Then  there  was  the  other  principle,  of  this 
HoQse  indicating  the  nature  of  the  control,  but 
leaving  it  to  ^e  Provincial  Governments,  to 
wny  the  principle  into  execution.  This  was 
the  principle  of  his  Bill,  and  these  were  the 
bnad  distinctions  between  the  two  Bills  before 
the  House.  The  Bill  brought  in  by  the  late 
Government  proposed  to  leave  the  appointment 
tnd  removal  of  the  Anditors  or  Comptrollers 
entirely  to  the  General  Government,  and  pro- 
posed to  attach  to  any  contravention  of  the 
tvles  laid  down  by  the  Auditor,  and  to  any 
nuiii^iopriation  of  pablio  mone;,  penalties 


of  the  most  Draconic  character,  which,  In- 
dependently of  the  shame  attached  to  their 
infliction,  would  be  calculated  to  inflict  the 
greatest  possible  grievance  on  those  subjected 
to  them.  That  Bill  appeared  to  be  framed  by 
some  person  who,  by  a  long  course  of  injury 
inflicted  by  him  on  the  Provincial  Governments, 
had  learned  to  hate  them,  was  now  desirous  to 
add  insult  to  injury,  to  heap  contumely  on  the 
Provincial  Governments,  and  to  give  them  a 
last  kick  before  being  deprived  of  the  power  to 
continue  those  protracted  injuries  which  it  had 
been  his  delight  to  inflict  on  them  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  For  what  did  they  find  in  its 
provisions  7  That  if  a  Superintendent  misap- 
propriated any  moneys — not  criminally — be- 
sides having  to  repay  the  amount  from  his  own 
pocket,  he  would  be  disqualified  for  three  years 
from  again  filling  that  office.  This  Bill  was 
deficient  only  in  not  containing  one  other  pro- 
vision— namely,  that  no  other  person  should 
become  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent unless  he  ceui  produce  a  oertifloate  of 
conviction  at  the  Old  Bailey  of  a  crime  involv- 
ing transportation.  But  that  provision  was 
probably  omitted  because  it  was  seen  to  be 
unnecessary,  as  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  would 
necessarily  limit  the  candidates  for  the  Superin-  ' 
tendency  to  men  who,  if  they  did  not  possess 
such  a  certificate  of  conviction,  were  at  all 
events  entitled  to  it.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  ntterly  to  degrade  the  Provmoial  Govern- 
ments, BO  that  no  honest  man  would  think  of 
holding  office  in  them  ;  but  under  a  semblance 
of  equal  justice  prescribed  such  a  system  as 
would  leave  the  wrongdoers  in  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  escape ;  for  those  on  whom  penal- 
ties were  inflicted  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments could  only  relieve  themselves  by  obtain- 
ing the  recommendation  of  His.Kxcellency's 
Besponsible  Advisers,  while  in  a  General  Govern- 
ment case  one  of  them  would  bo  the  person 
who  committed  the  offence.  Another  objection 
was  one  that  must  to  some  extent  apply  to  all 
attempts  at  public  control — namely,  that  the 
machinery  provided  could  be  evaded  by  the 
most  easy  methods.  The  Bill  provided  that 
before  any  warrant  could  be  paid  the  Auditor 
should  write  upon  the  face  of  it  a  certificate 
stating'  that  the  money  had  been  appropriated 
to  the  service  specified,  which  must  put  a  stop 
to  any  government  whatever,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  say  that  a  Superintendent  and  his 
Executive  should  not  have  the  power  of  expend- 
ing a  farthing  beyond  what  was  appropriated. 
But  such  a  provision  could  be  easily  evaded, 
for  a  Council  having  any  confidence  at  all  in 
its  Executive  would  get  into  a  habit  of  voting 
such  great  tunounts  in  tho  shape  of  "  Contin- 
gencies" as  to  reduce  the  Bill  to  a  nullity.  He 
would  now  contrast  that  Bill  with  the  one  of 
which  he  was  now  moving  the  second  reading. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment placed  the  appointment  of  the  Comptroller 
quite  unnecessarily  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Government.  The  only  reason  for  it  must  be 
to  effect  his  independence ;  but  to  secure  that 
end  it  was  quite  unnecessa^  he  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Oenez»l  Govenunent.    He  pro- 
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posed  that  the  Provincial  Council,  being  most 
immediately  interested,  should  appoint  as  Au- 
ditor and  Controller  by  a  warrant  of  its  Speaker, 
the  person  elected  by  an  absolute  majority  of 
the  Council  to  fill  that  office.  But  the  power  of 
removal  he  vested  in  the  Superintendent  on 
the  address  of  two-thirds  of  his  Council.  Hero 
was  a  series  of  interlacing  checks  and  controls, 
based  on  those  principles  which  had  always 
proved  most  successful  in  carrying  on  the  exe- 
cutive government  of  a  colony.  He  was  far 
from  thinking  that  an  Auditor  appointed  by 
the  Governor — meaning  by  his  Responsible 
Advisers— would  be  an  independent  officer,  for 
Besponsible  Advisers  were  not  always  free  from 
factious  and  political  motives,  and  they  would 
be  no  more  secure  of  the  independence  of  such 
an  officer  if  appointed  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment than  if  appointed  by  the  Superintendent. 
Then  the  removal  appeared  to  be  in  the  same 
bands  as  the  appointment,  and  where  would  be 
the  officer's  independence  7  They  could  gain 
nothing  by  authorizing  the  General  Government 
to  interfere  unnecessarily  with  the  practical 
administration  of  provincial  affairs,  and  as  his 
proposal  was  free  from  such  objections  he  trusted 
It  would  meet  with  approval.  By  the  Act  of  the 
late  Government  the  Auditor  was  required  abso- 
lutely to  write  on  the  face  of  the  wsinrant, 
before  it  could  be  paid,  that  the  sum  specified 
had  been  specifically  appropriated  ;  a  provision 
which  would  so  impede  the  action  of  government 
as  to  make  it  impossible  that  any  man — not 
wishing  to  be  subject  to  overwhelming  penal- 
ties— could  hold  office  for  a  moment.  It  would 
be  most  injudicious  to  prevent  a  Superintendent 
from  expending  a  farthing  more  than  appro- 

Sriated.  A  lunatic  might  be  sent  in  from  a 
ifferent  part  of  the  province,  as  happened  the 
other  day  at  Auckland,  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  £70,  and  if  the  Superintendent  had  not 
power  to  exceed  the  appropriation  for  the  year 
that  lunatic  must  have  been  turned  at  large 
upon  the  world.  An  earthquake  might  occur, 
or  a  flood,  or  some  ordinary  convulsion  of 
Nature  not  foreseen  by  the  Legislature,  a  bridge 
might  fall  or  flagstaff,  as  at  Alanukau  the  other 
day,  be  blown  down,  and  no  Superintendent  in 
his  senses,  knowing  he  had  a  hostile  Govern- 
ment, perhaps,  would  think  of  spending  £300 
for  its  re-erection  without  due  authority  of  law. 
It  might  be  answered,  "  He  must  Obll  together 
his  Council ;"  but,  if  Councils  were  to  be  got 
together  on  such  occasions  as  these,  they  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  mere  municipalities,  for 
only  town  members  would  attend.  But  he 
proposed  in  his  Bill  a  different  machinery: 
that  the  Auditor  should  be  required  to  write  on 
the  face  of  every  warrant  a  statement  whether 
the  money  had  been  appropriated  or  not,  or  was 
in  excess  of  any  appropriation.  Thus  all  the 
functionaries  concerned  were  informed  how  the 
matter  stood,  and  took  the  addition^  responsi- 
bility of  paying  such  money  with  their  eyes 
open.  This  Bill  also  required  the  Auditor  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  House  or  Council,  within 
a  week  after  its  meetm^,  full  particulars  of  all 
this  expenditure,  and,  il  an  absolate  majority 
of  the  House  ot  Council  should  direct,  the 
Mr  Fott 


Auditor  might  proceed  against  the  person  who 
had  mis-spent  any  money — not  criminally — to 
require  him  to  repay  the  money  out  of  his  ons 
pocket — surely  a  sufficient  penalty.  With  re- 
gard to  criminal  expenditure,  the  Auditor  wu 
instructed  to  prosecute  immediately,  and  take 
steps  to  recover  the  money  whether  or  not  the 
criminal  prosecution  fail.  With  such  a  series 
of  checks  the  Provincial  Governments  would 
not  be  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  their  constituents, 
and  the  best  possible  security  would  be  given 
to  the  people  that  there  should  be  no  seriooE 
misappropriation  of  public  money.  The  Bill, 
in  fact,  went  further  thaa  he  wished,  though  it 
was  as  much  as  he  could  expect  to  carry  in  the . 
present  position  of  the  country.  With  regard 
to  the  General  Government,  they  did  not,  under 
a  pretence  of  fairness,  break  a  promise  to  the 
sense  and  keep  it  to  the  ear ;  they  did  not  Isj 
penalties  on  General  Government  officers  which 
they  could  avoid,  but  provided  exactly  the  same 
remedies  in  cajse  of  the  General  Government  u 
of  the  Provincial ;  but  there  was  this  difference 
l^etwecn  the  two  institutions,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  General  Government  officer  was 
left  as  laid  down  by  the  Audit  Act,  though  it 
might  perhaps  have  been  better  to  have  left 
the  appointment  to  a  majority  of  tw^-thirds  of 
the  House.  While  he  was  prepared  to  stand 
by  the  general  framework  of  the  two  Bills,  b« 
was  quite  open  to  admit  of  any  reasonaUe 
amendment  which  might  be  suggested  thatwu 
not  an  infringement  on  the  leading  principle 
of.the  Bills,  unless  in  the  direction  tiiat  actios 
in  these  matters  should  be  left  to  the  Provincial 
Governments ;  but  he  believed  there  was  do 
possibility  of  that,  and  he  would  abide  by  this 
Bill  in  its  integrity,  subject  to  such  amend- 
ments of  detail  in  Committee  as  the  House 
might  think  proper. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  owing  to 
Committee  business,  he  and  other  honour- 
able members  had  not  yet  been  able  to  look 
into  these  Bills,  and  suggested  that  the  second 
reading  should  not  be  proceeded  with  to-day. 

Mr.  FOX  said  his  Bills  had  been  on  the  table 
yesterday  and  those  of  the  late  Government  a 
fortnight,  and  he  thought  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time 
to-day. 

Mr.  OABLETON  would  not  follow  the  mem- 
ber for  liangitikei  into  the  old  question  o! 
Centralism  and  Provincialism.  He  had  often 
explained  his  own  views  to  the  House  ;  he  w*s 
a  strong  advocate  for  local  self-government, 
and  for'  that  reason  had  voted  for  the  Nev 
Provinces  Act.  The  tendency  of  the  provinces 
was  essentially  Centralistic,  utterly  neglecting 
the  out-settlements,  which  were  loud  in  com- 
plaint. He  was  always  desirous  to  leave  as 
much  of  the  management  of  their  own  affaits 
as  possible  to  the  Provincial  Governments- 
there  was  no  doubt  that  they  were  much  better 
able  than  the  General  Government ;  but,  whils 
giving  ihem  abundance  of  power,  be  desired  to 
reserve  an  appeal  to  some  higher  authority 
against  abuse  of  power.  He  never  would  leave 
individual  settlers  at  the  mercy  of  Provincial 
Qovemments.    Beverting  to  the    question  of 
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aadit,  he  would  obseire  that  there  were,  in  {act, 
two  Bills  before  the  House — that  of  the  latt 
QoTemment  and  that  of  the  present  Govern 
ment.  For  convenience'  sake  he  would  name 
them  Bills  No.  1  and  Ko.  2.'  The  cardinal 
distinction  between  the  two  was  contained  in 
clause  2  of  each  Bill.  The  second  clause  of 
Bill  No.  1  provided  that  the  Governor  should 
appoint  the  Provincial  Auditors.  The  corre- 
sponding clause  in  Bill  No.  2  provided  that  the 
Anditots  should  be  elected  by  the  Provincial 
ConnoiL  He  should  not  carry  the  argument 
beyond  that :  it  was  the  essential  business,  the 
main  point ;  all  minor  points  could  be  settled 
in  Committee,  but  this  oiTected  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  would  invite  attention 
to  a  constitutional  point  which  was  either  still 
unnoticed,  or  which  had  been  forgotten  in  that 
House.  There  appeared  to  bo  a  general  im- 
pression that  a  Provincial  Legislature  was  oom- 
poaed  of  a  Superintendent  and  a  Provincial 
Council  only.  But  that  was  a  great  mistake : 
there  was  a  third  element  in  the  Legislature — 
namely,  the  Governor.  For  the  sake  of  conve- 
nience he  would  use  an  incorrect  term  and  call 
the  Governor  an  estate.  The  Governor  was  an 
int^ral  portion  of  each  Provincial  Legislature, 
hut  occupying  a  position  altogether  distinct 
from  that  which  he  occupied  m  the  General 
Legislature.  It  was  an  independent  position. 
He  (Mr.  Carleton)  would  take  this  opportunity 
of  enunciating  an  opinion  of  his  own,  in  which 
he  supposed  that  few  in  the  House  would 
support  him — namely,  that  the  Governor  tvas 
not  bound  to  take  the  advice  of  his  Responsible 
Ministers  in  regard  to  the  allowance  or  dis- 
allowance of  Provincial  Acts.  He  might  invite 
their  assistance,  but  could  use  his  own  dis- 
cretion. Besponaible  Government  was  based  on 
a  mutual  understanding,  and  he  (Mr.  Carleton) 
was  not  aware  of  any  understanding  or  compact 
which  bound  the  Governor,  excepting  so  far  as 
related  to  his  position  in  the  General  Legisla- 
ture. His  position  in  the  Provincial  Legislature 
was  separate  and  independent,  and  no  compact 
affecting  it  had  been  made.  He  (Mr.  Carleton) 
was  aware  that  he  was  accused  of  being  in- 
clined to  extreme  opinions;  that  was  partly 
true,  hut  the  reason  was,  that  he  was  almays 
looking  for  a  principle,  and  the  proper  way 
of  testing  a  principle  was  the  framing  of  an 
extreme  case.  If  the  principle  would  cover  the 
case,  which  of  course  a  principle  ought  to  do, 
it  might  generally  be  trusted;  if  not,  it  be- 
hoved us  to  try  back  and  look  for  new  premises. 
Now,  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  Governor 
was  a  component  part  of  each  Provincial  Le- 
gislature, the  question  remained,  to  which  of 
those  three  estates  could  the  appointment  of 
Auditors  be  most  safely  intrusted.  Certainly 
not  to  the  Superintendent,  for  the  Auditor  was 
to  be  a  check  upon  that  officer,  not  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Council,  for  they  might  be  in  league 
with  him ;  the  Governor  was  the  only  party 
who  could  really  be  termed  disinterested.  Ho 
(Mr.  Carleton)  had  endeavoured  to  carry  an 
Audit  Bill  through  the  Auckland  Provincial 
Council  giving  the  appointment  of  Auditor  to 
tiie  Qovemoi ;  and  this  bod  been  objected  to  aa 


an  invasion  of  the  privileges  of  the  Provincial 
Legislature,  by  some  who  did  not  know  what 
that  Legislature  was  really  composed  of.  The 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  foiled  in  his  at- 
tempt in  two  successive  sessions  was  curious. 
In  the  first  he  had  challenged  the  opponents  to 
give  an  open  vote  agi^inst  him ;  that  was  never 
(lone,  but  it  did  so  happen  that  whenever  the 
Bill  came  on  he  got  counted  out.  In  the  follow- 
ing session  he  was  foiled  by  an  unexpected  pro- 
rogation. The  great  defect  of  the  argument  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  in  favour 
of  election  of  the  Auditor  by  the  Council  was, 
that  it  proceeded  throughout  on  the  assumption 
that  Provincial  Councils  would  always  do  their 
duty.  His  experience  hod  not  shown  him  that ; 
but  without  ripping  up  the  past  he  would  put  a 
case  bypothetically,  and  point  out  a  danger  to 
be  provided  against.  It  was  always  possible 
that  the  Superintendent  and  Council,  having 
the  whole  control  of  the  provincial  revenue, 
might  join  together  in  expending  it  for  their 
own  advantage.  He  would  not  go  so  far  as 
to  suppose  anything  positively  dishonest ;  but, 
to  give  an  instance,  be  alluded  to  the  great 
temptation  of  providing  for  the  next  elections 
by  an  unfair  distribution  of  the  revenue  — 
expending  the  money  not  for  the  general  ad- 
vantage of  the  province,  but  wherever  votes 
happened  to  be  thickest.  The  great  difficulty 
of  popular  government  was  intrusting  the 
people  with  the  money.  He  could  recollect  in 
San  Francisco  the  outcry  there  was  against 
the  Town  Council,  who  had  taxed  the  citizens 
heavily,  and  were  generally  supposed  to  apply 
the  proceeds  to  the  advantage  of  themselves 
and  friends.  But  they  had  got  elected,  and 
cared  for  no  one.  They  naturally  proceeded  to 
make  hay  while  the  sun  shone.  A  check  hod 
been  provided  by  our  own  Constitution  Act  to 
hinder  the  Superintendent  and  his  Council 
from  what  was  termed  in  that  House  "  log- 
rolling "  in  concert,  by  making  the  Governor  a 
part  of  the  lesser  Legislature  as  well  as  of  the 
greater.  So,  at  least,  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  under- 
stood the  Act.  If  it  were  not  so,  a  blunder 
had  been  committed  of  which  he  did  not 
think  the  framers  of  that  Act  capable,  defec- 
tive as  it  was  in  many  respects.  And,  if  the 
Constitution  Act  had  mode  no  such  provision, 
it  was  high  time  that  the  General  Assembly 
should  endeavour  to  supply  tlia  defect.  He 
would  now  consider  another  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
had  insisted  on  a  practical  difficulty  which 
would  be  felt  if  Superintendents  were  closely 
restricted  by  law  in  regard  to  unauthorized  ex- 
penditure. He  had  asked  whether,  if  unex- 
pected events  of  a  serious  character  took  place, 
as,  for  instance,  an  earthquake,  the  Superin- 
tendent should  be  debarred  from  dealing  with 
the  occasion^  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  could  not 
deny  that  earthquakes  took  place  at  Wellington, 
and  he  himself  had  felt  the  great  Wellington 
earthquake  even  at  Auckland.  He  had  lived 
in  earthquake  countries,  and  Icnew  the  sensa- 
tion; he  was  sitting  at  a  table  with  several 
others  when  that  took  place  ;  no  one  but  him- 
self knew  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  told 
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them  yihaA  it  was.    Some  few  others  had  felt 
it,  but  not  many.    It  was,  however,  the  ex- 
treme vibration  of  that  great  earthquaJce.    But 
the    honourable    member  for  Bangitikei   had 
shortly  afterwards   changed  his  ground.     He 
(Hr.  Carleton)  would  read  the  words,  which 
were,  "  If  the  Superintendent  was  not  allowed 
one   farthing   of    money   beyond    what   was 
authorized  by  Act — if  he  had  to  get  his  Provin- 
cial Council  together  for  every  little  matter 
of  this  sort — the  Provincial  Legislatures  would 
be  soon  reduced  to  the  condition  of  munici- 
palities."   It  would  be  observed  that,  shortly 
before,  the   honourable   member's    argument 
was  based  upon  great  events — in   fact,   upon 
earthquakes ;  now  it  was  reduced  to  trifles ; 
but  it  was  clear  that  the  lesser  difficulty  might 
be  got  over  by  making  a  fair  and  liberal  pro- 
vision in  the  Appropriation  Act  for  contingen- 
cies.   As  to  the  greater  difficulty — the  earth- 
quake difficulty — the  Superintendent  must  be 
content  to  call  his  Council  together  after  each. 
Then,   again,    the   honourable    member   had 
observed  that  the  most  stringent  Audit  Act 
could  be  evaded  by  passing  an  Appropriation 
Act  throwing  all  into  the  item  of  "  Contingen- 
cies."   Of  course  that  could  be  done,  but  the 
Governor  would  be  bound  to  disallow  the  Act. 
As  to  the  dignity  of  the  Provincial  Legislatures, 
about  which  the  honourable  member  was  so 
solicitous,  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  could  only  answer 
that  he  did  not   care    two  straws  about  it. 
He  had  spoken  so  far  concerning  the  present 
Oovemment,  but  did  not  think  that  the  late 
Government  were  free  from  blame.    They  had 
been  five  years  in  power,  had  been  perfectly 
cognizant  all  the  while  of  the  illegal  expendi- 
ture of  the  revenue,  and  yet  it  was  not  until 
the  eleventh  hour  that  they  had  proposed  a 
remedy.    Why  had  they  not  brought  m  their 
Bill  long  since  ?    If  they  had  done  their  duty 
they  would  have  prosecuted  Superintendents 
in  the  Supreme  Court   long  since.    He  was 
^uite  aware  of  the  difficulties  alleged — of  the 
incompleteness  of  the  Constitution  Act,  of  the 
possibility   of  failure   in   Court,  '  and  of   the 
Government  excuse  that  it  was  weakening  to 
a  Ministry  to  bo  beaten;  but  they  could  only 
have  been  nonsuited  at  the  worst,  not  beaten, 
and  their  business  was  to  do  their  duty,  as  far 
as  they  could,  without  any  consideration  as  to 
what  was  weakening  to  themselves.    But  he 
(Mr.  Carleton)  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind 
that  they  could  have  prosecuted  successfully. 
If  unsuccessful,  the  result  would  have  made 
apparent  the  necessity  for  a  stringent  Act  long 
since.    He  would  admit  that  he  should  have 
regretted  seeing  them  bring  the  question  to 
issue  against  the  Wellington  Superintendent, 
because  it  was  supposed  that  they  were  at  feud 
with  that  province ;  but  they  might  easily  have 
done  so,  without  imputation  of  personal  feeling, 
against    the  Auckland    Supermtendent,    with 
whom  they  were  at  that  time    on   excellent 
terms.    The  split  had  occurred  since  then ;  he 
oould  readily  suppose  the  cause,  though  he  had 
no  direct  knowledge.    But  what  he  complained 
of  was,  that  they  had  not  attempted  to  bring 
down  a  Bill  until  the  qnoirel  hod  taken  place. 
Jfr.  CarUUm 


They  never  attempted  to  do  so  while  tbey  had 
power  to  have  it  carried ;  but  now,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  when  no  party  had  power — when 
both  sides  of  the  House  were  paralyzed,  owing 
to  the  close  balance  of  strength — when  there 
was  a  transition  state  of  the  House,  they  came 
down  with  a  Bill,  and,  of  cooise,  were  met 
with  on  opposite  Bill.  He  was  of  omnion 
that  the  tendency  of  opinion  in  the  Honae 
was  rather  towards  the  provincial  side.  11  so. 
Bill  No.  2  would  be  carried;  but  he  should, 
at  all  events,  record  his  vote  in  favour  of 
Bill  No.  1.  He  took  his  stand  on  the  ^es- 
tion  whether  the  Auditors  should,  be  appomted 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Provinrasl 
Councils. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  that,  rather  than  see 
either  Bill  passed  in  its  present   shape,   he 
should  vote  against  both ;  and  if  he  did  not 
now  oppose  the  second  reading,  it  was  because 
he   hoped  that  the  mover  would  not  go  into 
Committee  directly,  but  give  them  time  to  pro- 
pose necessary  amendments.    In  one  respect 
he  preferred  the  Bill  of  the  late  GoTemment, 
inasmuch  as  it  appeared  to  provide  for  locking 
the  stable  before  the  horse  was  stolen,  inntwtd 
of  after ;  but  the  stringent  character  of  that 
Bill  was  such  as  to  do  away  with  provincial 
institutions   altogether.     Many   cases   might 
occur  in  which  it  was  necessary  that  a  Super- 
intendent should  have  power  immediately  to 
incur  expenditure  not  previously  authorised  by 
the  L/Ouncil,  and,  if  the  Auditor  were  prohibited 
frdta  signing  warrants  for  such  expenditure,  no 
man  would  take  the  office  of  Superintendent, 
to  be  treated  in  such  a  manner.    He  did  not 
object  to  the  Bill  of  the  present  Oovenunent  so 
far  as  colonial  expenditure  was  concerned,  hot 
the  difference  of  the  two  cases  was  not  sofE- 
ciently    provided    for.    In  the   one    case    the 
Executive  was  elected  by  the  House,  and  there- 
fore not  likely  to  be  factiously  prosecuted ;  but 
in  the  Provincial  Governments  it  often  hap- 
pened that  was  one  of  the  most  bitter  feelings 
of  the  Council,  and  every  possible  means  was 
taken  to  annoy  the  Superintendent  in  power. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  wrong 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  party  with   snch 
motives  to  prosecute  the  Superintendent  and 
make  hiiii  pay  the  whole  amount  of  money 
spent  in  the  public  service,  but  it  might  be 
desirable  to  give  power  to  fine  him.    There  was 
one  objection  that  had  not  been  sufficiency 
considered  in  framing  this  Bill — that  for  every 
petty  province  they  would  require  to  appoint 
and  pav  two  new  officers :  and  he  thon^t  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  the  possibility  of  a 
little  money  being  improperly  spent  than  insnre 
a  great  sum  to  be  uselessly  spent  annually  on 
two  officers.    If  the  Provincial  Governments 
felt  that  they  would  suffer  from  Superinten- 
dents, they  would  take  care  to  appoint  men 
they  could   trust,  and  it  would  work  much 
better  for  the  benefit  of  provinces  to  make  the 
electors   feel  that  they  incurred  a  great  re- 
sponsibility, than  by  any  such  checks  as  those 
proposed,  which  appeared  of  a  oharactei  to 
drive  out  of  office  any  straightforward  zaaa, 
and  which  might  easily  be  evaded  by  apnwtiaed 
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bad  mm.  He  should  not  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  either  Bill,  bat,  if  not  greatly  altered 
in  Committee,  he  should  vote  against  the  third 
reading  of  both. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved,  That  this  debate  be 
kdjoamed  till  Monday,  to  give  members  time 
to  examine  and  compare  the  two  Bills. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND  seconded  the  motion. 

Hr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  not 
Impose  the  motion,  if  the  House  would  go  into 
the  estimates  to-day. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  supported  the  ad- 
journment, but  declined  to  give  the  under- 
standing called  for. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEET  spoke  in  favour  of 
going  into  the  estimates,  and  protested  against 
delays  on  party  grounds. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  disclaimed  the  slightest 
party  feeling  in  desiring  a  little  more  than 
twenty-four  hours'  consideration  of  such  impor- 
tant measures.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Bill  of  the  honourable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment  was  totally  at  variance 
with  the  statement  previously  made  by  him, 
that  he  would  carry  out  the  same  object  by  a 
different  way.  On  the  cursory  examination 
which  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  been  able  to 
give,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  pledge  was 
not  carried  out  at  all. 

Mr.  CABLETON  thought  the  proposal  made 
from  the  Treasury  bench  was  a  fair  one,  as 
then  were  two  important  substantial  questions 
to  be  considered  in  Committee  of  Supply — the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West  (Mr.  Firth),  and  that  of  the 
honoarable  member  for  Ljrttelton ;  and,  if  ne- 
ceaiaty  to  go  into  the  estimates  after  them, 
there  were  certain  sums  not  of  party  bearing 
which  oonld  at  any  time  be  carried. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  said  he  had  not 
oppoeed  going  into  Supply,  but  that  he  would 
consider  the  question  when  it  came  on. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  8TAPFOBD  did  not  object  to  the 
motion,  and,  though  there  had  been  a  charge 
made  against  his  side  of  the  House,  he  con- 
sidered it  scarcely  right  to  proceed  with  the 
estimates  before  the  Financial  Statement  had 
appeared  in  print  for  honourable  members' 
reference.  This  was  a  noticeable  omission  on 
the  part  of  the  Government ;  if  honourable 
members  alluded  to  the  Statement  before  an 
anthorized  report  of  it  had  been  printed  by  the 
Government  and  laid  before  them,  they  might 
have  it  go  forth  to  the  country,  in  reply,  "  Oh ! 
this  is  not  a  correct  report  °of  it."  A  very  fair 
general  report  of  the  Financial  Statement  had 
appeared  m  a  journal  of  this  morning,  but  it 
was  not  exactly  accurate — there  were  errors  in 
the  figures,  which  might  be  typographical,  and 
also  errors  in  the  verbal  explanations.  He 
trusted  the  honourable  member  would  take  the 
advantage  of  seeing  that  the  Statement  would 
^(Mtt  aocoiate  in  a  journal  which  was  noted  for 


the  labour  bestowed  and  facilities  afforded  by 
its  conductors  to  make  the  reports  accurate. 
In  calling  the  honourable  member's  attention 
to  this  he  bad  no  desire  to  delay  business,  but 
to  explain  that  such  accommodation  bad  been 
afforded  to  members  of  the  House  in  previous 
sessions.  [The  honourable  member  reminded 
the  Government  that,  if  he  agreed  to  now  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply,  there  were  other 
questions  for  consideration,  such  as  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  and 
the  steam  report.] 

Mr.  WOOD  observed  that  he  wsls  not  aware 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  that  his 
statement  should  be  printed,  or  otherwise  he 
would  have  taken  measures  to  have  reported 
what  he  said  in  his  own  language.  He  would 
tell  the  House  exactly  what  had  oeen  done  :  an 
exceedingly  accurate  report  had  been  furnished 
to  him  by  the  editor  of  the  New  Zealander,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  correct  it,  which  he  had 
done  so  far  as  the  figures  went,  and  he  believed 
it  would  be  published  to-morrow.  He  had  been 
informed  that  there  was  a  report  of  his  State- 
ment in  the  Southern  Cross  of  that  morning, 
but  he  had  not  time  to  examine  a  single  word 
or  figure  as  to  whether  it  was  correct  or  not. 
He  had  been  requested  to  call  at  the  office  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock  last  evening  to  revise 
the  figures,  but  he  found  that  he  would  not 
have  time  to  make  such  a  revision  as  to  give 
it  really  the  force  of  a  Ministerial  Statement. 
As  regairds  the  figures  for  the  other  report,  h« 
had  revised  them,  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
published  to-morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

vt  oomrrrBX. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Steun  Poatel 
Service  was  read  as  follows:— 

STEAM  POSTAL  SEBVIOE. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  18th  June, 
1861,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  steam 
postal  arrangements  existing  between  the  Aus* 
tralian  Colonies  and  the  several  provinces  of 
New  Zealand,  have  oarefuUy  considered  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  and,  having  examined 
evidence  upon  the  several  matters  embraced  in 
the  inquiry  intrusted  to  them,  have  agreed  to 
the  followmg  report : — 

"  That  your  Committee  recommend  the  steuS 
postal  service  to  be  extended  and  rearranged 
m  accordance  with  the  time-table  appended  to 
this  report,  marked  No.  1,  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  This  service  will  require 
one  boat  to  run  between  Melbourne  and  Nelson 
vid  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  Wellington;  and 
one  boat  between  Sydney  and  Wellington  vid 
Auckland  and  Napier,  leaving  the  interpro- 
vinoial  service  to  bis  performed  by  the  '  Jure- 
dale,'  as  at  present.  Tliis  service  gives  a 
monthly  mileage  of  8,688  miles,  and  will 
require  five  or  six  efficient  steamers  for  its 
proper  performance.  Your  Committee  recom- 
mend that  the  sum  of  £6,000  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  as  an  additional  subsidy  to  be  paid 
to  the  Intercolonial  Boyal  Mail  Company 
whenever  they  are  in  a  position  to  tmdeiteke 
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(inch  additional  serrice  with  proper  and  efficient 
steamers.  Under  this  arrangement  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Otago  and  Canterbury  Pro- 
vincial Governments  will  be  released  from  the 
separate  sum  of  £3,500  which  they  at  present 
contribute  for  a  separate  service. 

"  That  your  Committee  learn,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  General  Manager  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Royal  Mail  Company  that  the  company 
will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  in  a 
position  to  undertake  such  a  service  for  some 
time,  and  your  Committee  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  steamer  running  from  Sydney 
to  Nelson,  as  at  present,  be  placed  on  the  line 
from  Sydney  to  Wellington  vi&  Auckland  and 
Napier,  leaving  the  interprovinoial  service  to 
be  performed  by  the  '  Airedale,'  in  accordance 
with  the  time-table  appended  to  this  report, 
marked  No.  3. 

"  This  alteration  of  route  being  strictly  within 
the  requirements  of  the  original  contract,  does 
not  involve  any  increase  on  the  present  sub- 
sidy, and  your  Committee  recommend  its  adop- 
tion. 

"  And  yoai  Committee  farther  recommend 
that  a  boat  be  put  on  between  Sydney,  Nelson, 
and  Wellington,  and  vice  vers&,  to  run  monthly, 
and  that  for  this  service  your  Committee  ro- 
oommend  that  the  sum  of  £2,500  be  appro- 
priated as  a  subsidy. 

"  It  is  understood  that,  if  the  Intercolonial 
Royal  Mail  Company  run  this  boat  through 
to  Otago,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  run  the 
'  Airedale  '  no  further  south  than  Nelson,  and 
the  Auckland  boat  no  further  south  than 
Mapier. 

"  In  reference  f to  so  much  of  the  time-tables 
hereunto  annexed  as  provides  for  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  mails  in  the  '  Manukau,' 
your  Committee  beg  to  remark  that  the  per- 
formance of  this  part  of  the  contract  would  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  a  survey  being  made  of  the 
outside  South  Channel,  the  true  course  through 
the  chaimel  indicated  by  beacons  erected  upon 
the  shore,  the  channel  buoyed,  and  sailing 
directions  published. 

"  Your  Committee  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  that  part  of  the  contract 
vrhiofa  anthoriKes  a  survey  of  the  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  mail  service,  and  recommend 
that  the  power  of  survey  thereby  given  be  put 
infotoe. 

"  In  considering  the  subject  of  postal  service 
lefeired  to  them,  the  state  of  the  passenger 
traflSc  has  been  brought  incidentally  before 
your  Committee,  and,  in  cloning  their  report, 
they  would  beg  to  recommend  to  your  honour- 
able House  that  an  Act  be  passed  for  the  better 
regulation  of  t^e  passenger  traffic  by  vessels 
frequenting  the  ports  of  the  colony." 

Mr.  FIRTH,  on  rising  to  move.  That  the 
Mport  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Steam 
Postal  Service  be  adopted,  said  it  was  well 
known  to  e^ery  member  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  steam  communication  was  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  and  he  might  state  at  once 
that  one  of  the  great  obstacles  to  a  proper  and 
elBoient  arrangement  of  the  steam  postal  ser- 
vioe  WM  the  potition  of  the  p^rts  themselves  on 


the  map,  especially  when  they  took  into  ac- 
count the  importance  of  some  of  the  port*  at 
which  the  steamers  were  expected  to  «UI,  azid 
the  less  importance  of  others.  The  Committee 
had  found  it  impossible  to  make  a  system  to 
please  all,  but  they  had  endeavoured  to  do  their 
best  with  the  materials  they  had  found  at  hand. 
The  object  of  the  Committee  had  not  been  at 
all  hostile  to  the  present  company,  and  he  was 
free  to  admit  that  the  boats  had  performed 
their  service  with  creditable  punctuality,  though 
the  accommodation  had  not  been  of  the  best, 
and  in  this  part  of  the  world  they  oonld  not 
expect  a  perfectly  first-class  service  in  every 
respect.  The  first  part  of  the  report  related  to 
a  complete  readjustment  of  the  service,  which 
might  require  some  five  or  six  boats  of  a  dif- 
ferent style  from  those  now  employed ;  and  th« 
Committee  recommended  that,  as  soon  as  the 
company  was  in  a  position  to  undertake  this 
service,  which  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
all  the  provinces,  the  House  should  empows 
the  Government  to  advance  an  additional  sub- 
sidy of  £6,000,  making,  with  the  £10,000  at 
present  paid  and  the  £14,000  paid  by  the  Horas 
Government,  a  sum  of  £80,000,  for  which  they 
might  get  a  first-class  service.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  more  than  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee that,  if  the  service  was  not  rearrai^ed, 
and  boats  employed  more  economical  and  mme 
in  accordance  with  the  state  of  science,  tits 
company  would  be  likely  to  break  up  in  a  short 
time,  and  the  colony  must  look  elsewhere  for  a 
new  steam  service.  The  whole  service  rested 
upon  a  contract  between  the  Home  Oovemment 
and  the  original  Pearson's  Company,  to  whidi 
the  Home  Government  paid  £11,000;  and,  in 
case  anything  should  happen  to  that  arrange- 
ment, it  was  desirable  not  to  lose  the  benefit  d 
that  £14,000.  The  Committee  recommended 
£6,000  to  be  voted,  so  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  might  take  advantage  of  the  first  oiler 
likely  to  carry  out  the  service  in  oase  thets 
should  be  any  break  in  the  service  by  tiie 
breiUiing  down  of  any  of  the  boats,  or  the 
company  withdrawing,  which  it  would  be  s 
pity  to  compel  them  to  do,  the  basis  of  a  sub- 
stantial trade  being  laid,  and  it  was  desirabU 
the  Government  should  be  able  to  say  to  them, 
"  If  you  are  prepared  to  do  so-and-so,  we  an 
prepared  to  pay  £6,000  more ;"  of  ooorse  always 
with  the  view  of  providing  for  the  wants  of 
every  province  in  the  colony.  He  wonld  now 
just  notice  the  course  to  which  they  were  shut 
up  as  far  as  the  present  was  concerned.  It  had 
been  admitted  by  most  members  that  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  were  unsatisfactory  to  this 
portion  of  the  country,  and  that  it  was  desirablfl 
it  should  be  remodelled  if  it  oonld  be  done 
with  DO  great  expense  to  the  country.  The 
Committee  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  do 
what  he  was  astonished  the  Government  had 
not  done  before.  By  the  original  contract  Ui^ 
were  entitled  to  alter,  the  ports  between  which 
the  steamer  should  run.  Taking  advantage  of 
this,  the  Committee  proposed,  as  a  temporaiy 
arrangement,  to  perform  the  service  with  three 
boats,  transferring  to  Auckland  the  boat  now 
running  to  Nelson,  and  leaving  the  intetpm- 
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vincial  service  to  be  performed  by  the  "  Aire- 
dale." That  being  within  the  provisions  of  the 
original  contract  would  require  no  subsidy ;  &nd, 
if  the  company  should  be  willing  to  keep  on 
the  steamer  between  Sydney  and  Nelson,  as 
they  htkd  declared  they  would,  the  Committee 
recommended  £2,500  to  be  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  expecting  the  boat  to  run  as  far 
as  Welliiigton',  and  if  the  company  would  run 
that  boat  through  to  Otago  the  Auckland  boat 
might  stop  at  Mapier  and  the  "  Airedale  "  stop 
at  Nelson.  The  actual  service  would  thus  be 
as  at  present,  with  the  addition  of  a  boat  to 
Auckland  and  Kapier. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  it  was  just  such  a 
report  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a 
Cjominitteo  composed  of  so  many  Auckland 
members  and  so  few  from  Nelson,  which  made 
it  more  a  matter  of  contest.  It  was  not  a  con- 
test with  the  Home  Government,  who  could 
look  over  the  map  and  see  that  Nelson  ought  to 
be  the  first  port  of  call  and  the  last  port  for  the 
steamers  in  the  post  service  to  clear  out.  But 
he  had  no  doubt  aa-  to  the  result  of  a  contest 
when  it  was  to  be  decided  by  a  large  number 
of  Auckland  men  against  a  small  number  of 
Kelson  men  in  Committee.  He  was  against 
sanctioning  a  larger  expenditure — it  would  be 
better  to  do  away  with  the  steamer  than  create 
a  greater  expenditure.  The  interprovincial 
service  should  be  done  by  the  provinces  them- 
selves ;  but,  so  long  as  the  present  service  was 
continued,  Nelson  might  well  claim  to  be  the 
first  port  of  entry,  on  aoooont  of  its  central 
position. 

Dr.  MONBO  had  not  much  time  to  look 
over  the  report ;  bat,  as  regarded  the  ports  in 
the  colony,  .he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Waimea,  that  Nelson,  owing  to 
its  central  position,  had  been  pointed  out  by 
nature,  under  the  present  postal  service,  for  a 
direct  steamer  —  unless  they  extended  the 
present  arrangements  it  must  be  so.  If  they 
oonld  afioid  it,  it  would  be  best  to  have  three 
steamers,  one  running  at  each  extremity  of  the 
colony,  and  another  in  the  centre.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  main  steamer  would  always 
make  for  Cook  Strait,  as  being  the  most  central 
point  of  the  colony.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  Nelson  should  in  such  case  be  the 
first  port  of  entry.  His  opinion  was  that  it 
should  be  Queen  Charlotte  Sotmd  or  Blind 
Bay,  as  the  water  was  smooth ;  it  afforded 
shelter,  and  the  stream  was  not  rapid.  Though 
he  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  steamer 
touched  first  at  Nelson,  yet  he  thought  the 
Sound  ofiered  greater  facilities  than  Nelson 
did.  Before  very  long  she  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  offer  coal  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it 
could  be  procured  now,  and  in  other  ways  offer 
greater  facilities  for  steamers  than  any  other 
port  in  New  Zealand.  If  they  were  determined 
to  carry  out  this  steam  postal  service  on  a 
latter  scale,  he  thought  this  would  be  about  the 
best  arrangement ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
his  opinion  was  that  it  could  not  be  done  at 
present  without  involving  the  colony  in  bank- 
ruptcy. [He  then  read  the  proposed  route  from 
Uie  C<ammttee'8  report.]    He  yiaa  not  satisfied 


that  this  was  within  the  contract.  The  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  had  given  the 
Governor  of  the  colony  the  power  of  altering 
the  ports  of  call  which  were  to  be  reached  in 
the  prescribed  route  which  the  steamer  was  to 
take.  How  were  they  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  in  reaching  the 
ports  ?  He  doubted  very  much  whether  they 
were  within  the  contract,  and  his  opinion  was 
that  they  would  meet  with  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the  contractors,  because  it  would  entail 
additional  expense.  He  found  that  there  was 
a  proposition  for  two  boats :  one  fu;:  Cook  Strait 
and  another  for  Auckland.  This,  he  thought, 
could  not  bd  carried  out  at' a  less  expense  than 
£6,000 ;  he  found  that  £2,600  was  the  sum  put 
down,  and  he  wanted  to  know  how  they  would 
accomplish  this  for  £2,600.  In  speaking  of  the 
two  boats,  he  thought  the  Cook  Strait  boat 
would  pay  the  company  best,  owing  to  the  want 
of  competition,  and  that  the  boat  from  Auck- 
land to  Sydney  would  require  a  high  rate  of 
subsidy.  He  could  not  see  that  the  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  would  advance  the 
colony,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  revert  to  the  scheme  which  was  con- 
denmed  last  session.  It  provided  the  main 
postal  communication  between  southern  ports 
of  the  colony  and  the  seat  of  Government  once 
a  month.  The  scheme  before  the  Committee 
would  not  work.  They  could  not  adopt  it 
without  endangering  the  original  contract. 

Mr.  BRANDON  said  the  proposed  postal 
communication  would  make  a  very  grecit  dif- 
ference as  to  time,  and  that  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  McOLASHAN  regretted  that  inoh  a 
report  should  be  brought  up ;  and,  in  referring 
to  the  time-tables  Nos.  1  and  2,  they  would 
find  that  the  English  mail  would  not  arrive  at 
Otago  till  2nd  July,  instead  of  20th  June,  and 
he  also  objected  to  the  scheme  as  it  regarded 
cargo,  and  in  getting  thair  goods  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  the  service  was  performed 
in  accordance  with  that  report  there  would  be 
no  time  for  making  up  delay,  or,  if  there  was 
delay  anywhere,  it  would  be  taken  out  of  the 
time  of  Otago.  After  explaining  the  time,  and 
the  arrangements  of  the  two  boats,  he  objected 
to  give  his  assent  to  such  am  arrangement ;  it 
was  as  plain  as  that  two  and  two  make  four 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  it  proposed 
benefit  to  Auckland ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  would  prove  a  very  great  detriment  to  the 
South. 

5Ir.  STAFFORD  trusted  the  Committee 
would  hardly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
report.  He  thought  his  friend  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  had  committed  a  very 
great  oversight,  as  hs  (Mr.  Stafford)  saw  by  this 
arrangement  the  letters  would  be  sent  on  to 
Otago,  and  have  to  come  back  again.  He  spoke 
subject  to  correction;  he  was  looking  at  table 
No.   2,  in  which  he    found  that  letters  left 

Sydney  on  the   15th [Here  Mr.  Stafford 

discovered  that  he  himself  was  in  error,  and 
begged  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee's 
pardon,  and  added  that  of  course  he  spoke 
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imder  ooriection.]  But,  in  looking  over  the 
time-table,  he  could  haidly  think  they  conld 
expect  the  service  to  be  performed  with- 
out a  farther  remuneration.  They  expected 
the  company  to  do  em  extra  amount  of  work, 
by  running  many  additional  miles  in  get- 
ting to  these  ports,  without  any  extra  remu- 
neration ;  if  they  could  be  forced  to  do  it, 
well  and  good,  but  he  scarcely  believed  they 
would  without.  He  had  been  unable  to  find 
any  clause  which  gave  the  Governor  the  power 
to  select  any  particular  route — all  that  the 
Government  could  say  was,  that  they  should 
run  between  such  a  port  and  such  a  port— it 
conld  not  he  said  the  focal  Government  had  the 
power  of  sending  the  boats  round  by  any  route, 
or  they  might,  as  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Waimea  observed,  send  them 
round  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  Com- 
mittee had  not  assured  them  that  the  com- 
pany would  adopt  the  time-table  No.  2,  which 
should  be  known  before  they  adopted  the  re- 
port. 

BIr.  DOMETT  was  happy  to  think  that  the 
report  would  come  to  nothmg.  He  was  glad  to 
see  so  many  honourable  members  opposed  to 
it.  It  required  an  extra  boat  for  the  North 
and  an  extra  boat  for  the  South.  They  would 
be  compelled  to  have  more  powerful  boats, 
which  would  run  nine  or  ten  miles  an  hour, 
which  the  company  would  be  unable  to  give 
them.  Would  the  company  perform  this  extra 
service  for  the  sum  set  down  by  the  Committee  ? 
-^the  compsuiy  would  look  after  their  own 
interests. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  thought  the  fairest  way  to 
look  at  this  question  was  by  a  comparison  of 
the  revenues  derived  from  the  Post  Office  and 
the  Customs.  Nelson's  contribution  t6  the 
revenues  was  £14,000,  while  Auckland  contri- 
buted £61,000.  Nelson  had  direct  steam  com- 
munication, while  Auckland  had  not.  Seeing 
the  position  of  this  province  as  compared  with 
others,  especially  at  the  present  crisis  of  affairs, 
when  war  was  pending,  it  being  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment and  the  capital  of  New  Zealand, 
Auckland  ought  to  have  a  direct  steamer  to 
New  South  Wales. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said,  according  to  the 
estimates  and  the  incoming  revenue,  he  tiiought 
it  was  impossible  to  devote  any  farther  sum 
to  postal  communication.  He  was  not  so  san- 
guine as  his  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Treasurer — his  opinion  was  that  the  estimates 
would  exceed  the  revenue ;  unless  they  could 
reduce  the  expenses  of  the  permanent  staff  by 
the  sum  of  £4,000  or  £5,000,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  promise  amy  further  sum  for  this  ser- 
■  vice.  There  was  nothing  in  the  report  to  show 
that  the  company  would  agree  to  the  terms. 
He  understood  that  the  company's  clerk  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  directors  at  Home, 
instructing  him  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  ori- 
ginal contract.  He  did  not  think  the  Cole- 
man Company,  at  the  present  time,  were  in  a 
position  to  extend  their  operations.  He  re- 
minded the  House  of  the  increased  sum  that 
would  be  required  next  year  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  war  loan,  and  to  provide  for  a  sinking 
Ur.  Stafford 


fund,  and  gave  these  as  reasons  why  he,  foe 
one,  could  not  hold  out  any  hopes  of  a  fortbat 
sum  for  the  postal  services,  unless  it  conld  be 
deducted  from  the  present  expenses  of  th* 
colony. 

Mr.  WOOD  contended  that  Auckland  had 
not  been  benefited  by  the  steam  arrangements 
at  all.  That,  in  point  of  fact,  so  far  ae  Auok- 
land  was  concerned,  she  would  have  been  far 
better  without ;  in  regard  tp  receiving  her 
letters,  she  had  been  in  a  worse  position  thui 
any  other  province  in  New  Zealand.  One 
honourable  member  had  mentioned  his  pro- 
vince not  receiving  her  letters  till  the  20th  of 
the  month,  while  Auckland  did  not  receive  her 
letters  till  the  27th  or  the  31st,  or  the  1st  of 
the  following  month.  So  that  if  Auckland  was 
independent  of  the  present  system  of  commu- 
nication for  the  conveyance  of  her  nuuls  to 
Australia  she  would  be  better  off.  If  Auckland 
withdrew  her  contribution  to  the  present  ^s- 
tem  she  would  be  able  to  receive  her  lettea 
quicker  by  provincial  arrangements.  Bat  he 
would  ask  the  Committee  if  this  was  a  pro- 
vincial question?  Were  they  to  consider  the 
particular  interest  of  a  particnlsf  province? 
Was  it  not  a  question  for  the  whole  of  New 
Zealand  7  If  so,  why  was  it  that  the  most  im- 
portant province,  which  had  been  selected  as 
the  seat  of  Government,  should  be  the  last  ol 
all  to  receive  postal  communication?  Was  it 
to  be  said  that  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor 
was  not  to  receive  his  despatches  as  eadyas 
letters  were  received  in  the  other  provinces? 
Being,  then,  the  seat  of  Government  in  the 
colony,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  principal 
port  of  commerce,  he  did  say  that  it  was 
extremely  unfair  for  her  to  be  deprived  of  this 
advantage  to  which  she  was  so  justly  entitled. 
If  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was  prepand 
to  recommend  that  a  sum  of  £2,500  be  allowed, 
in  order  to  enable  the  Province  of  Auckland, 
with  the  grant  of  £3,500  voted  by  the  Provincisl 
Cotmcil,  to  have  direct  communication  with 
New  South  Wales,  he,  for  his  part,  would  be 
prepared  to  support  such  a  recommendatian. 

Mr.  DICK  was  prepared  to  enter  the  list  with 
the  honourable  member  as  to  which  was  the 
most  important  province;  he  was  inclined  to 
think  the  Province  of  Otago  was  the  most  im- 
portant, but  that  was  not  the  question  at 
present.  It  had  been  remarked  that  Auckland 
was  the  last  place  to  receive  its  mails,  while, 
on  the  contrary,  Otago  was  the  last  place.  The 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  said  that  Auck- 
land had  received  her  mails  on  the  37th  and 
28th  of  the  month,  whereas  Otago  had  been 
kept  out  of  her  mails  till  the  2nd  or  4th  of  the 
following  month.  It  had  been  observed  that  the 
Coleman  Company  would  probably  be  placed  ia 
such  circumstances  as  not  to  be  able  to  cany 
out  the  contract — that  they  would  become 
bankrupt  by  the  impositions  placed  upon  them. 
Were  it  not  for  the  sympauiyhe  might  have 
for  the  company  he  should  be  inclined  to  say 
this  would  be  a  very  happy  result,  because  of 
the  injustice  that  had  been  done  to  his  own 
province,  and  the  sooner  it  was  broken  up  the 
Better.    He  should  suggest  that  we  beg  off  tiom 
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tbe  oonttaot  altogether  °as  mmtisfaotory  to  all 
&e  jmnincea  in  New  Zealand.  Anokland  was 
hj  no  means  satisfied  with  it,  and  Ota^  was 
Teiy  much  dissatisfied — and,  in  fact,  Nelscm 
was  the'  only  place  satisfied  with  the  present 
anaogcment.  He  coald  not  see  that  tiny  place 
ms  satisfied  with  this  report.  Even  Nelson 
now  tamed  round  and  gnunbled  at  the  proposed 
new  anangement.  The  varioos  provinces  were 
oaUing  oat  for  themselves.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  second  time-table  was  nnjost  to  the 
small  provinces,  which  were  not  represented  in 
this  a^air  at  all;  and  it  was  impossible  to 
expect  them  to  agree  to  it.  The  second  time- 
table placed  Southland  and  Otago  in  a  most 
unfavourable  position.  According  to  No.  2 
time-table  Cook  Strait  must  naturally  be  the 
centre  to  which  steamers  would  come  from 
Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and,  unless  the  other 
provinces  south  made  another  arrangement, 
they  coold  not  expect  any  benefit.  That  being 
the  case,  he  would  vote  that  they  remain  as 
they  were  at  present. 

Mr.  VANTELL  said  honourable  members 
had  their  opinions  about  steamers,  and  the  im- 
portance of  their  various  provinces.  Now,  he 
thoD^t  his  opinions  were  the  best  as  regained 
everything'  which  related  to  New  Zealand 
generally.  His  opinion  was  that  the  steamers 
should  touch  at  the  Blufi  first,  in  order  to  give 
arrivals  the  best  indication  of  the  country. 
Having  stated  several  objections  to  the  proposed 
scheme,  of  course  he  should  do  himself  the 
very  great  pleasure  of  voting  against  the  report. 

Mr.  KETTLE  alluded  to  his  colleague  from 
Otago  having  taken  a  different  view  of  the 
proposed  arrangement  to  that  which  he  (Mr. 
Kettle)  had  done.  The  honourable  member 
also  alluded  to  the  number  of  difficulties  the 
Committee  had  to  meet.  With  regard  to  time- 
table No.  1,  he  must  say  that  he  thought  it  was 
the  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the  country, 
inasmuch  as  it  provided  a  service  for  .both  ends 
of  New  Zealand.  In  considering  Auckland, 
they  had  to  look  at  the  large  amount  which  she 
contributed  to  the  steam  postal  subsidy,  the 
much  greater  number  of  her  population,  and 
the  very  great  importance  attending  communi- 
cations from  the  Imperial  Oovemment  relative 
to  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and.the  carrying 
on  of  military  operations.  There  was  another 
reaten  which  appeared  not  to  have  been  under- 
stood by  any  of  the  previous  speakers,  and  that 
was  the  very  great  uncertainty  of  the  arrival  of 
steamers  in  the  Manukan  Harbour.  He  in- 
stsnoed  the  delay  caused  by  the  "  Airedale " 
being  detained  by  the  Manukau  bar ;  and  added 
that,  if  the  arrival  and  departure  of  maUs  were 
subject  to  this  uncertainty  and  delay,  it  was 
calculated  to  disarrange  the  whole  system. 
The  first  time-table  was  based  on  an  under- 
standing with  the  agent  of  the  Coleman  Com- 
pany, who  said  that  the  service  could  be  per- 
lonned  for  £6,000 ;  that  Auckland  Hhould  be 
made  a  port  of  arrival.  This  arrangement,  in 
meeting  the  requirements  of  Auckland  and 
Napier,  would  be  very  much  for  the  general 
uterest  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUSSEILL  did  not  suppose,  judging  from 
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th«  tone  and  tamper  of  the  debate,  that  the 
Committee's  report  would  be  carried  to-night. . 
One  honourable  member  opposed  it  on  account 
of  the  composition  of  the  Committee ;  another 
spoke  against  the  nature  of  the  report ;  an- 
other gentleman  expressed  his  intention  of 
voting  against  it  because  the  present  arrange- 
ment smted  his  province  best;  another  would 
oppose  the  report  because  it  would  interfere 
with  the  importation  of  horses  and  oattle  into 
the  Middle  Island.  Were  they  to  treat  the 
arrival  of  the  mails  as  a  minor  matter '! 
Were  they  not  called  upon  to  provide  a  service 
for  the  whole  colony,  or  one  that  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  one  province  7  He  would 
ask  the  honourable  members  for  the  Middle 
Island  whether  they  thought  it  was  fair  for 
them  to  put  their  hands  into  "  our  "  pockets  to 
pay  for  a  subsidy  for  their  own  benefit?  Ho 
agreed  with  the  position  taken  up  by  his 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer — that 
it  would  be  better  for  Auckland  to  be  without 
the'  steam  postal  service  altogether  if  they 
were  to  be  subject  to  a  scheme  only  adapted 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Middle  Island. 
Putting  aside  the  various  objections  to  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  the  real  question  was, 
Were  they  to  have  steam  or  not?  He  would 
not  argue  that  question,  because  it  would  be 
allowed  on  all  sides  that  they  could  not  dispense 
with  the  steam  postal  servioe  without  very 
great  injustice  being  done  to  the  whole  colony. 
If  the  arrangement  for  steam  communicatiou 
which  the  Committee  proposed  in  their  report 
was  objectionable,  he  begged  that  they  would 
agree  to  revert  to  the  steam  communication 
that  existed  up  to  last  session  ;  and  that  would 
show  their  desire  to  undo  the  very  grievous 
injustice  under  which  Auckland  had  been 
since  suffering. 

Mr.  WELD  cordially  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  with  regard  to  the  very  great 
injustice  which  was  done  to  Auckland  by  the 
alteration  of  the  Steam  postal  service  last 
session.  It  was  something  more  than  that : 
the  Government  of  this  colony  were  pat  in  a 
very  false  position  by  it.  It  was  certainly  a 
monstrous  thing  that  the  Governor  of  the 
country  should  be  deprived  from  receiving  his 
despatches  till  after  gentlemen  had  received 
their  private  letters  and  other  communications 
in  many  parts  of  New  Zealand.  He  consi- 
dered the  vote  of  last  session  was  a  blow  at  the 
General  Government.  It  was  a  blow  at  Auck- 
land, because,  from  the  amount  she  was  sub- 
scribing to  the  service,  she  had  a  right  to  a 
direct  steamer.  In  saying  this  he  must  guard 
himself  against  giving  support  to  the  report 
which  was  before  the  Committee.  No  workable 
plan  had  been  submitted  which  would  put 
Auckland  in  the  same  position  as  she  had  been, 
and  until  that  was  done  he  should  be  happy 
in  voting  for  the  old  arrangement  which  was 
broken  up  last  year. 

Mr.  FOX  alluded  to  the  Government  having 
given  a  tacit  acquiescence  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee's report,  and  the  ludicrous  position  in 
which  the  late  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land   Suburbs   placed    himself   subsequently. 
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who,  having  walked  over  from  one  side  of  the 
House  to  the  other  four  or  five  times  in  the 
minority,  did,  he  must  own,  place  the  General 
Government  in  a  false  position.  He  could  tell 
them  how  the  General  Government  was  placed 
in  a  false  position.  A  certain  honourable  gentle- 
man who  was  then  a  member  of  the  House, 
but  who  was  not  now  —  a  general  supporter 
of  the  then  Government,  and  of  considerable 
influence — had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Steam  Postal  Committee,  and  he  had  agreed 
to  the  report.  The  late  Government  allowed  it 
to  pass  without  opposition,  and  then,  for  rea- 
sons best  known  to  themselves,  they  afterwards 
supported  the  late  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Suburbs  in  opposition  to  the  report, 
walking  over  with  the  small  minority,  wnich 
did,  ho  must  concur  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot,  place  the  General  Government 
on  several  occasions  in  a  very  false  position 
indeed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— The  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  divided  on  that  question. 

Mr.  FOX  said  his  own  view  with  regard  to 
this  steam  contract  was — that  it  was  a  very  un- 
fortunate arrangement  for  New  Zealand.  It 
had  every  appearance  of  having  been  entered 
into  with  haste  and  improvidence.  He  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  no  doubt  whatever  himself  that,  if 
proper  business-like  means  had  been  taken  in 
the  transaction,  the  steam  postal  service  could 
have  been  obtained  on  terms  ten  times  more 
advantageous  to  the  colony.  The  honourable 
member  who  had  the  management  of  this  busi- 
ness seemed  to  have  fallen  into  the  bargain  too 
hastily.  Certain  terms  were  offered  to  him, 
and  he  jumped  at  them,  and  accepted  them 
without  having  by  competition  tried  the  market 
of  Sydney,  or  any  of  the  other  colonies.  He 
believed  it  would  bo  much  better  for  the 
colony  even  now  if  they  could  get  the  service 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Coleman  Company.  If 
they  would  agree  to  go  out  into  the  market 
they  would  be  able  to  make' much  better  terms, 
but,  in  doing  so,  he  admitted,  they  would  pro- . 
bably  lose  the  £14,000  paid  by  the  Imperial 
Government.  They  could  got  an  arrangement 
which  would  give  more  satisfaction  to  the 
colony  if  they  could  go  into  the  market  with 
their  money.  For  his  part,  he  felt  very  much 
in  the  position  of  the  Committee.  If  they 
could  make  a  retrenchment  in  the  General 
Government  expenses  of  the  colony,  he  would 
be  most  willing  to  vote  that  Auckland  have  a 
direct  steamer  to  Sydney.  Above  all  places 
the  seat  of  Government  should  have  equal — 
ftve,  and  even  special — advantages,  relative  to 
the  arrival. and  departure  of  mails.  [Having 
alluded  to  the  numerous  calls  which  would  be 
made  on  the  Government  on  account  of  a  war 
which  might  lost  for  ten  years,  he  was  afraid 
they  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  give  any  very 
great  extra  assistance  to  the  steam  service.] 

Mr.  WARD  spoke  at  considerable  length  in 
justification  of  the  report  of  last  session,  and 
showed  from  an  array  of  figures  tho  injustice 
of  the  former  postal  steam  service  arrange- 
ment towards  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and 
Otago. 

Mr.  Fox 


Mr.  BUSSEIjZ/  moved,  as  an  amandxnait, 
That  all  the  words  of  the  report  from  Hie  wMi 
"  recommend,"  in  line  four  [six]  of  the  thnd 
paragraph,  dovm  to  the  word  "  published,"  ia 
the  seventh  paragraph,  be  omitted,  with  a  viow 
to  insert  the  following  in  lien  thereof:  "that, 
until  better  arrangements  can  be  made,  the 
Govenmient  be  authorized  to  revert  to  the 
arrangement  existing  before  the  steam  postal 
report  of  last  session,  and  to  provide  a  steamw 
direct  to  Auckland  and  Napier." 

Mr.  DICK  moved,  as  another  amendment. 
That  the  same  fore-cited  words  be  omitted,  with 
a  view  to  insert  the  f6llowing  in  lieu  thereof: 
"that,  imtil  arrangements  can  be  made  to 
carry  out  that  part  of  this  report  which  zeSta 
to  time-table  No.  1,  the  stetim  postal  service 
be  allowed  to  remain  as  at  present." 

Mr.  STAi'PORD  referred  to  the  charges 
made  by  t^e  last  speaker  against  the  conduct 
of  the  late  Government  with  reference  to  the 
steam  business  of  lost  session.  He  could  n- 
coUect  the  circumstance.  It  resulted  from  this 
fact.  The  honourable  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  divided  in  their  opinions  on  this 
matter.  The  late  Colonial  Treasurer  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  and  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  divided  on  opposite  sides  of  tbe 
House,  and  the  honourable  member  had  im- 
puted a  great  deal  to  this.  Yet  what  did  titej 
see  on  the  present  occasion  ?  Why,  the  Native 
Mhiister  would  vote  against  the.  report ;  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  thought  it  was  a  very  fair 
one  ;  the  Colonial  Secretary  left  us  in  doubt 
as  to  what  his  views  were  en  the  present  re- 
port; the  honourable  member  for  the  Northen 
Division  (Mr.  Henderson)  was  totally  silent  on 
this  as  ho  was  on  all  other  questions— he  ap- 
peared to  adhere  to  the  maxim  that  if  nieeoh 
was  silver,  silence  was  gold.  He  carefully  ab- 
stained from  giving  that  weight  to  the  Miniiti; 
which  his  general  business  queJiiications  might 
be  to  any  Ministry.  The  Attorney-General  had 
proposed  that  the  contract  should  be  broken  in 
order  that  they  might  have  a  better  scheme  of 
postal  service  by  going  into  the  market  witii 
their  own  money. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  what  he  pioposecl 
was  that,  if  they  could  efiect  a  breach  of  the 
present  contract,  it  would  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  into  the  market  with  their  own 
money. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  contended  that,  unless  they 
could  propose  some  scheme  which  would  per- 
form the  sorvioe  cheaper  and  better  than  it  was 
done  now,  they  would  fail  in  making  better 
arrangements  than  the  present,  which  took 
nothing  from  the  revenue ;  one  towards  which 
the  colony  did  not  pay  one  single  shilling. 
What  the  colony  did  pay  for  was  for  the  pro- 
vincial service,  £10,000;  but  for  the  mails 
between  Australia  and  New  Zealand  the  colony 
did  not  pay  one  penny. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  he  had  been  sorry 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  when  ho  said  that  the  report  of  last 
session  was  a  blow  levelled  at  the  General  Oo- 
vemmentiand  at  Auckland.  It  was  no  suoh 
thing.    If  ever  a  subject  was  weighed  and  eon- 
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(ideted  in  this  Honse  it  wu  that  steam  postal 
.flaesti<m,  and.  in  the  Committee  which  oonai- 
dend  it  AnoUand  was  reinnseiited  by  tiiree 
gentl^en  as  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare  as 
the  honoaiable  member  for  Cheviot  eonld  be — 
hf  Dt.  Campbell,  Hr.  Forsaith,  and  himself  (Mr. 
WUliamsoo).  The  Government  might  have 
felt  it  a  blow,  and  no  doobt  did,  when  they  pat 
forward  one  of  their  ardent  supporters  at  the 
end  of  the  session  to  move  the  reversal  of  that 
decision.  That  was  an  electioneering  oon- 
trivance,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the 
pesent  proposition  that  smacked  of  that.  The 
Province  of  Auckland  was  not  ptepfired  to 
throw  on  the  whole  colony  a  burden  for  its  own 
benefit  alone,  bat  Auckland  was  prepared  to 
pay  its  share.  He  had  always  maintamed  that 
the  airangement  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell 
was'the  best  that  conld  be  made — that,  when 
only  one  steamer  ran,  a  central  portion  of  the 
colony  should  be  chosen  for  it  to  run  to,  and 
the  mails  be  distributed  by  the  interprovinoial 
serviee.  He  had  not  consented  to  retain  that 
£6,000  on  the  estimates  last  year,  because  the 
finances  of  the  colony  could  not  bear  it.  The 
Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  had,  at  his  pro- 
posal, voted  £3,500  for  direct  communication 
between  this  port  and  Sydney,  which  had  been 
'Offered,  and  rejected  by  the  company,  because 
■ftey  thought  the  £6,000  previously  paid  was 
not  enough ;  and  that  £3,500  was  still  at  his 
disposal.  He  concurred  with  the  first  proposi- 
tion of  the  report.  It  coincided  almost  entirely 
with  an  arrangement  he  bad  proposed  to  the 
company  last  year,  and  if  they  could  get  the 
Provincial  Government  to  agree  to  vote  a  suf- 
ficient subsidy  to  induce  the-  company  to  take 
np  that  service  the  colony  would  be  better 
-served  than  it  ever  had  been.  It  had  been  at 
that  time  thought  that  the  provinces  would 
unite  for  the  purpose,  but  Otago  and  Canterbury 
-had  sinoe  pledged  themselves  to  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  "  Victory."  That  arrangement, 
he  understood,  was  broken  off,  and  they  were 
now  in  the  same  position  as  when  the  direct 
^steamer  to  Auckland  was  broken  off.  He,  as  a 
number  of  the  General  Government,  was  now 
prepared  to  support  the  proposition,  because  he 
beheved  the  revenues  of  the  colony  would  now 
justify  it,  being  on  the  increase.  The  first  pro- 
position of  the  report  might,  therefore,  fairly  be 
nndertaken,  if  the  company,  or  any  other  com- 
pany, was  in  a  position  to  undertake  it ;  but 
the  second  proposition  he  could  not  support,  as 
it  would  not  be  conducive  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  colony,  for  it  would  not  be  right  that  the 
only  steamer  employed  should  go  first  to  the 
£ast  Coast  with  the  letters  of  the  southern 
ports.  If  any  such  proposal  were  made  as  had 
been  mentioned,  of  returning  to  the  arrange- 
ment broken  ofi  last  session,  he  would  support 
it  now,  as  the  finances  of  the  colony  would  be 
in  a  position  to  bear  it. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  he  had  been  unwilling  to 
argue  this  question  on  purely  provincial  grounds. 
Auckland,  as  the  capital  and  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, did  not  wish  to  deprive  the  smaller 
eommnnities  of  their  reasonable  advantages, 
but  only  asked  fair -play.    He  would  tell  the 


honoaiable  member  for  Dnnedin  (Mr.  Dick) 
that  lon^  before  Otago  thought  of  steam  Auck- 
land paid  for  her  own  steamer ;  and,  thoogh 
this  province  might  be  contemptible  in  the  eyes 
of  sotithem  friends,  he  was  prepared  to  st^ind 
by  it  and  demand  for  it  a  fair  share  of  what 
it  paid  for.  This  was  no  electioneering  dodge, 
but  a  desire  to  remedy  injustice. 

Mr,  WILLIAMSON  said  he  had  not  referred 
to  the  report,  but  to  the  speeches. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  they  had  been  told  that  this 
matter  would  be  better  in  the  hands  of  the 
Provincial  Governments.  He  denied  it,  for  the 
Provincial  Governments  had  as  much  in  hand 
as  they  could  manage,  and  be  a^ed  them  to 
look  at  the  state  of  affairs  between  the  Home 
Government  and  the  Australian  provinces,  who 
had  for  years  been  endeavouring  to  agree  about 
arrangements,  till  the  Home  Government  had 
taken  Victoria  as  responsible,  and  told  them  to 
arrange  amongst  themselves.  With  regard  to 
the  remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace (Mr.  Mautell)  that  the  engines  would  not 
enable  the  boats  to  do  above  eight  or  nine  miles 
an  hour,  the  House  would  accord  that  honour^ 
able  member  every  consideration  in  Native  mat- 
ters, but  with  regard  to  steam  they  must  have  ' 
opinions  of  their  own, 

Mr.  MANTELL  had  thought  that  machinery 
might  break  down,  but,  on  the  better  authority 
of  the  honoarable  member,  would  say  it  never 
could. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  that  no  mention  was  made 
of  Southland,  but  in  time-table  No.  1  it  would 
be  found  referred  to ;  and,  as  to  time-table 
No.  2,  it  was  fair  that  snob  young  communities 
should  wait  a  little  while  till  they  contributed  a 
little  more  to  the  revenue,  aad  they  should  then 
be  taken  by  the  band  and  be  accorded  as  much 
fair-play,  and  more  than  they  were  entitled  to. 
Another  of  the  honourable  members  from  Otago 
— who  certainly  looked  well  after  the  interests 
of  their  province — had  said  that  by  time-table 
No.  2  Otago  would  not  be  able  to  get  its  stock  by 
a  direct  steamer.  But  what  position  had  Auck- 
land been  in  with  regard  to  direct  steamers; 
had  she  not  had  to  wait  three  or  four  days 
longer  than  other  provinces?  The  Attorney- 
General  had  said  he  did  not  think  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  was  the 
best,  another  member  of  the  Government  had 
said  it  was. 

Mr.  FOX.  —  I  spoke  of  the  contract,  °  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
spoke  of  the  local  arrangements. 

Mr.  FIRTH.— The  honourable  member  lately- 
Colonial  Secretary  had  said  that  this  colony 
only  contributed  £10,000,  which  was  for  the 
interprovlncial  service,  and  that  the  £14,000 
was  paid  by  the  Home  Government  for  con- 
veyance between  New  Zealand  and  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies ;  but  the  Home  Government  no 
doubt  cxpec*'«d  the  capital  should  have  its  fair 
interest  in  that  sum,  and  that  the  Governor 
should  have  his  despatches  at  least  as  early  as 
the  good  people  of  Nelson.  With  regard  to  an 
objection  of  the  same  honourable  gentleman, 
as  to  whether  the  House  had  a  right  to  alter 
\  tbe  arrangements  or  not,  the  question  had  beeik 
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refened  to  the  late  Attomey-Oeneial,  who  had 
given  a  direct  answer  to  this  effect :  "  The  ports 
of  arrival  and  departure  may  be  changed,  so 
that  monthly  communication  with  England  be 
not  intpaired,  and  so  that  every  province  receive 
its  mail,  and  have  time  to  answer  before  its 
return."  In  the  report  that  condition  was 
kept. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  asked  whether  it  fol- 
lowed that  the  steamers  might  be  sent  roond 
to  the  East  Coast,  because  Mannkau  might  be 
considered  the  Fort  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  that  was  not  the  question  ; 
it  was  only  necessary  that  time  should  be  given 
for  reply.  He  protested  ahgainst  dropping  the 
contract,  as  proposed  by  the  honourctble  mem- 
ber for  Donedin  (lit.  Dick).  He  (Mr.  Firth) 
had  protested  against  taking  the  contract,  but 
circumstances  hod  chcmged,  so  they  h{id  got  the 
contract,  and,  the  gentleman  who  effected  the 
arrangement  having  had  the  good  sense,  the 
fsMse,  to  ask  the  Home  Government  for  £14,000 
towards  it,  he  (Mr.  Firth),  for  one,  was  not 
prepared  to  sacrifice  that,  and  it  would  be 
fooUsh  for  the  House  to  do  so.  He  asked  the 
House  to  be  careful  how  they  ignored  the  first 
portion  of  the  report ;  it  was  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  it,  and  in  that  the  youngest  pro- 
vinces had  not  been  overlooked.  The  honooi- 
able  member  for  Cheviot  had  spoken  of  a  blow 
to  Auckland,  but  he  (Mr.  Firth)  did  not  think 
the  House  wished  to  strike  a  blow  at  Auckland 
last  year. 

Mr.  WELD.— I  did  not  say  an  intentional 
blow. 

Mr.  FIRTH.— It  was  only  a  ease  of  log- 
rolling, but  he  found  fault  with  this,  that  the 
Auckland  members  had  given  up  the  old  ar- 
rangement, without  insisting  that  some  other 
arrangement  should  be  made  in  its  place,  thus 
giving  to  Otago  the  opportunity  of  taking  up 
the  new  steamer  intended  by  the  company  to 
inn  to  Auckland.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
said  that,  because  there  was  no  surplus,  an  in- 

I'nstice  was  to  be  continued  to  be  perpetrated, 
>ut,  if  injustice  must  be  perpetrated,  Auckland 
had  no  right  to  suffer  alone.  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  (Mr.  Domett)  had  said  he 
was  something  like  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den ; 
but,  if  so,  the  hons'  mouths  had  been  shut,  for 
Kelson  had  got  on  well  with  the  arrangement 
somehow.  He  would  now  put  the  case  before 
the  House  on  the  issue  of  justice.  If  there 
were  difficulties  it  was  for  the  House  to  say 
whether  a  difficulty  should  be  a  reason  for  an 
injustice.  Nearly  one-third  of  the  Customs 
revenue  was  pud  by  Uiis  province,  and  nearly 
one-third  of  the  postal  revenue,  of  which  Nel- 
son paid  one-tenth.  Of  the  number  of  letters 
despatched  by  sea  — 187,000  —  66,000,  or  about 
one-third,  were  from  Auckland ;  17,000,  or  about 
one-eleventh,  from  Nelson;  and  from  Otago 
about  one-sixth  of  the  whole.  These,  at  any 
rate,  were  reasons  for  some  readjustment. 
Auckland  was  not  here,  to  sue  in  formd  pau- 
peris, but  to  demand  fair-play,  and  if  there 
was  a  difficulty -in  the  way  it  was  for  the 
Souse  to  settle  it,  and  not  to  say  a  difficulty 


was  going  to  drive  them  to  permit  an  injustice 
like  this  to  continue. 

Mr.  Russell's  amendment  was  withdrawn  ia 
favour  of  Mr.  Dick's  tunendment. 

The  Committeejdivided  on  the  question,  "Tbat 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Ayes,  38. 


Atkinson 

Oraham,  R. 

Richmona.C.W. 

Bell 

Fall    • 

Richmond,J.C. 

Brandon 

Harrison 

Rowley 

Butler 

Henderson 

Russell 

Carter 

Jollie 

Saunders 

Cookson 

Munro,  J. 

Stafford 

Curtis 

Mason 

Taylor,  J.  0. 

Domett 

Nixon 

Weld 

Eyes 

O'Neill 

WelU 

Featherston 

Ormond 

Williamson 

Firth 

O'Rorke 

Wood. 

Fox 

Rhodes 

TeUer. 

Graham,  O. 

Richmond,  A.  J.  Ward. 

Nobs,  8. 

Creyke 

Kettle 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Fitzherbert 

McGlashan 

TeUer. 

Fraser 

Monro,  D. 

Dick. 

Majority  for,  SO. 

Mr.  Dick's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
all  the  words  of  the  report  be  omitted,  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  following :  "  That  this  Com- 
mittee deem  it  desirable  that  a  steam  service 
should  be  maintained  between  Auckland  and 
Sydney  direct,  provided  that  the  total  charge 
upon  the  colony  in  respect  thereof  do  not 
exceed  £3,000." 

The  question, "  That  the  words  proposed  to- 
be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question,"  was 
negatived. 

On  the  question  being  put,  "  That  the  woidt- 
proposed  to  be  inserted  \>e  so  inserted," 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved,  as  another  amendmsnt^ 
That  a  subsidy  be  given  to  a  direct  steamer 
between  Sydney,  Auckland,  and  Napier,  and 
that  the  contribution  paid  by  the  Provincial 
Governments  of  Canterbury  and  Otago  be  boms 
on  the  general  estimates  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  Domett's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  Ward's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  words:  "and  that  the  Coleman  eon- 
tract  steamers  should  be  required,  on  their 
passage  through  Cook  Strait,  to  call  at  Ficton, 
weather  permitting. 

Dr.  Monro's  amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DICK  moved.  That  the  following  words 
be  added  :  "  That  the  General  Government 
shall  pay  £3,000  towards  carrying  the  direct 
line  01  communication  between  Melbotun«» 
Otago,  and  CaAterbury." 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ates,  14. 
Butler  Kettle  Saunders 

Cookson  Mantell  Williamson 

Curtis  McGlashan        Wilson. 

Domett  Riohmond,A.J.        TeUer. 

Fraser  Rowley  Dick. 
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NOBB,  85. 
AHanaati  Jollie  Bhodes 

.Bmndon  Mason  Bossell 

Cartel  Monro,  D.  Taylor,  J.  C. 

Rrth  Munro,  J.  Taylor,  W.  W. 

nttherbert        O'Neill  Ward 

Fox  Onnond  Wood. 

Ombam,  O.       O'Borke 
Ombam,  R.       Biohmond,C.W.      TOUr. 
.Harrison  Biohmond,J.O.Eyes. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion,  as  amended,  a^eed  to. 

Hr.  WABD  moved.  That  this  Oommittee 
•bongly  recommendg  that  the  Steam  Company 
bs  required  to  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
'  the  varions  services  subsidized  by  the  colony, 
■teamers  better  fitted  for  passenger  traffic  than 
those  at  present  employed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Pn^rees  reported,  and  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrovr. 

LAW  PRACTITI0NEB8  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Cotomittee  of  the  whole 
Boose   on    the    Law    Practitioners   Bill  was 
adopted  by  tho   House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  ten  o'clock 
.pjn. . 

LEGISLATTVB  COUNCIL 
Monday,  g9th  July,  1861. 


HMUge  bom  His  Bzeellenoy— Third  Beadlngs. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfkaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
'  o'clock. 

PsiTBas. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
The  Hon.  the   SPEAKER   announced   the 
anival  of  a-  message  from   His   Excellency, 
which  he  read  as  follows : —  . 

"  Thomas  Gobe  Bbowhi:,  Governor. 
••  Me$sage  No.  4. 
"The  Governor  transmits  to  the  honourable 
the  Legiilative  Council  a  copy  of  a  despatch, 
marked  "  Separate,"  dated   2fith  May,  1861, 
received  from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
K.Q.,  on  Satnrday,  the  27th  instant. 
"  Government  House, 

"Auckland,  29th  July,  1861. 

[BneUmire.'] 
"  Dovming  Street,  25th  May,  1861. 

"Sib, — I  have  perused  with  much  anxiety 
the  intelligence  respecting  the  progress  of  the 
Kative  war  which  is  contained  in  your  de- 
spatches recently  arrived. 

"I  cannot  but  perceive  that,  in  apite  of 
Bome  symptoms  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Natives  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  little  effect 
has  really  been  produced  hitherto  by  the  mili- 
tKy  {^aerations  at  Taranaki ;  and  that,  notwith- 
rtanflmg  all  the  efforts  of  yourself  amd  your 


Advisers,  the  disaffection  of  the  Maoris  is  ex- 
tending itself  to  those  tribes  whose  amity,  or,  at 
least,  whose  neutrality,  has  hitherto  been  hoped 
for,  and  is  assuming  a  more  organized  form 
and  a  more  definite  ooject. 

"I  am  far  indeed  from  ascribing  this  un- 
toward course  of  events  to  those  who  are  re- 
n)onsible  for  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  New 
Zealand.  On  the  contrary,  I  recogiuze  with 
pleasure  the  sound  and  impartial  judgment, 
the  integrity,  intelligence,  and  anxiety  for  the 
public  good  which  have  characterized  your 
government  of  the  colony  for  nearly  six  years. 
The  present  conjuncture,  however,  renders  it 
necessary  for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
leave  no  expedient  untried  which  is  calculated 
to  arrest  the  coarse  of  events  now  unhappily 
so  unpromising,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pro- 
vide for  the  future  difficulties,  which  there  is 
only  too  much  reason  to  anticipate,  even  if  the 
war  should  hajipily  be  soon  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion. 

"Having  regard,  therefore,  to  the  pecidiat 
qnalifications  and  experience  of  Sir  George 
Grey,  now  governing  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I 
have  felt  that  I  should  be  neglecting  a  chsmce 
of  averting  a  more  general  and  disastrous  wu 
if  I  omitted  to  avail  myself  of  the  remarkable 
authority  which  will  attach  to  his  name  and 
character  as  Governor  of  New  Zealand. 

"  I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  feel  it  as 
any  slight  on  yourself  that  I  should  have  deter- 
mined to  place  the  government  of  the  Islands 
in  his  hands  at  a  moment  when  your  own  term 
of  office  has  all  but  expired,  and  you  would 
have  no  qiportunity  of  providing  against  those 
future  difficulties  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
hope  that,  in  doing  so,  I  shall  not  deprive  the 
Crown  for  any  long  period  of  the  advantage  of 
your  services. 

"I  have  communicated  to  Sir  George  Grey 
my  wish  that,  as  the  matter  is  one  of  urgency, 
he  should  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  New 
Zealtmd  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  govern- 
ment. My  confidence  in  your  public  spirit 
assures  me  that,  in  transferring  it  to  him,  you 
will  give  him  every  assistance  and  informatioii 
which  is  calculated  to  facilitate  his  detdings 
whether  with  the  local  Government  or  with  the 
friendly  or  hostile  Maoris.  I  have  only  to  add 
that,  in  case  you  should  be  disposed  to  accept 
ano^er  Australian  Government,  it  may  be 
convenient  that,  instead  of  repairing  to  this 
country,  yon  should  remain  for  a  short  time  at 
Sydney  until  I  am  able  to  communicate  with 
you  more  definitely  upon  that  subject. — I  have, 

&C.,  "NZWCASTIiE. 

"  Governor  Gore  Browne,  C.B.,  Ac." 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  (Marlborough) 
Bill,  Naturalization  Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF   EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  29th  July,  1861. 


DeipAtahes— Menage  trom  His  Ezoellenoy— First 
Beading. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  ohaix  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pr&tkbs. 

DESPATCHES. 

Mi.  STAFFORD  lose  to  aak  the  Ctoveinment, 
Whether  His  Excellency  the  GoTemor  had  re- 
ceived any  information  by  the  last  mail  oon- 
oeming  the  Kew  Zealand  Bill  now  before  the 
British  Parliament ;  whether  he  had  received 
copies  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  on  the  military  expenditure  in  New 
Zealand;  and  whether  he  bad  received  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  New  Zealand 
loan  of  £150,000? 

Mr.  FOX  said,  as  regarded  the  measure  be- 
fore the  British  Parliament  and  the  other  mat- 
ters mentioned  by  the  honourable  inember,  he 
begged  to  say  that  the  Governor  had  not  re- 
ceived any  information,  and  they  were  not 
aware  in  the  least  what  the  Bill  was.  He  had, 
however,  to  inform  the  honourable  member 
that  most  important  despatches  had  arrived, 
and  they  would  be  commnnicated  to  the  House 
to-day. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  the  arrival  of 
Message  No.  12  from  His  Excellency,  which  he 
lead  to  the  House. 

[Message  printed  in  report  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Legislative  Council  for  this  day,  vide 
{lage  229,  ante.] 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  despatch  just  re- 
ceived. No.  12,  be  printed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
that  every  honourable  member  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  in  print  the  important 
despatch  which  had  been  tninsmitted  for  their 
information,  as  it  must  have  taken  them  by 
surprise.  He  might  say  that  he  had  received 
information  a  month  ago  that  Sir  George 
Grey  had  offered  his  services  for  this  purpose 
to  the  Imperial  Government,  and  that  the  Im- 
perial Government  were  considering  his  pro- 
posal. He  was  also  aware  of  the  plan  which 
Sir  George'  Grey  proposed  for  the  settlement  of 
Uie  New  Zealand  question.  Those  who  had 
admired  Sir  George  Grey  would  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  assisting  hun,  and  of  continuing 
(heir  admiration.  Those  who,  on  the  contrary, 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  system  of  Sir  George 
firey  would  not  possibly  be  expected  alto- 
gether  

Mr.  FOX  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  said 
that  he  intended  to  move  an  adjournment  till 
to-morrow.  He  thought  that  much  the  better 
course,  after  his  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  quite  recognized  the  £tep 
the  Premier  proposed  to  take,  and  had  he  given 
notice  of  his  mtention  to  pursue  this  course  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  would  have  had  no  objection 
irhatever  to  it. 

Mr,  WARD  rose  and  observed  that  he  thought 


from  that  hour  it  woidd  be  understood  by  th» 
representatives  of  the  Middle  Island  that  Uttf 
would  use  their  utmost  influence  to  aSect  a 
separation. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READING. 

Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Aot  Amend* 
ment  BiU  (No.  2). 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -pact  twelva 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  30th  July,  1861. 

Lost  Land -orders  BUI  —  Imwisonmant  tor  DeM 
Ordinance  Amendment  Bill  — Dnn  Moont^ 
Ball  way  Bill— Begistration  of  Bleeton  Act  US 
Amendment  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Spsaxsb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 
Vbaxssb. 

LOST  LAND -ORDERS  BILL. 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  f^ 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Lost  Land- 
orders  Bill, 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT  ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinanoe 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  and 
considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

DUN  MOUNTAIN  RAILWAY  BELL. 
The  Dun  Mountain  Railway  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

REGISTRATION  OP  ELECTORS  ACT 
1868  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
'  The  Registration  of  Electors  Act  1853  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPSESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  SOth  July,  1861. 

Qeneral  Assembly  —  Native  Affairs — Ooldfleldi  — 
Select  Committee — New  Provinces  Aot  Amsnd- 
ment  BiU— Soyal  Freroastiva  of  Heroy— 0«nanl 
Assembly  —  Fust  Beaoings  —  Crown  Grants- 
Select  Committee— Intestate  Natives  SaocaMiaB 
BUI— Jury  Ordinanoe  Amendment  Bill- Vast-' 
dent  Haslstrates'  Bztenalon  of  Joxladiotian  Aot 
Bevival  BUI— Nelson  Waste  Itands  Becnlatioai 
Amendment  BUI— Debtors'  and  Crediton' Con- 
position  BUI— Diseased  Cattle  BiU— Supply. 

Mr.  SPBAKaa  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'oloflk. 

PBAfXBS. 
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OBNERAIi  ASSEBfBLY. 

Mr.  HASOK  uked  the  Attomey-Genaml, 
At  wlnt  place  the  Hinisti^  will  advise  the 
Oeneml  Assembly  to  be  sammoiied  next  sea- 
•ion? 

Mi.  fox  replied  that  it  h»d  been  left  by  the 
IGniatiy  as  an  open  question.  It  was  impos- 
ttble  to  say  anything  definite  relative  to  the 
mr ;  if  the  war  went  on,  it  would  be  held  here, 
mod  when  peace  was  restored  the  promised 
session  would,  in  all  probability,  be  held  at 
Wellington. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

llr.  G.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Colonial 
Seczataiy,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Goveauuent  to  bring  in  any  Bill  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  colonial  tribunals  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Native  disputes. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON  said  the  subject  had 
beea  under  the  consideration  of  the  Home  Go- 
venmient.  They  had  received  information  by 
tlte  last  mail  that  certcun  instructions  had 
been  issued  to  Sir  George  Grey  on  the  question 
of  Native  tribunals,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances the  Colonial  Government  did  not  deem 
it  expedient  to  take  any  further  action  in  the 
matter  at  present. 

GOLDFIEIiDS. 

Mr.  McGIiASHAN  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  Me  prepared  to  take  any  measures  with 
the  view  of  preventing  Chinese  immigration  to 
the  Otago  goldfields  ? 

Dr.  PEATHF.RSTON  had  not  seen  the  qnes- 
tioo  till  he  saw  it  a  short  time  since  on  the 
Notice  Paper.  He  was  not  prepared  now  to  say 
nhether  Uie  Government  would  or  would  not 
ti^  such  measures  without  a  further  con- 
sidetation. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
PstVATB  GBtETAHOzs. — ^Thc  report  of  the  Se- 
laet  Committee  on  Private  Grievances,  brought 
op  this  day,  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  certain  sections  of  "  The  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  1858."  The  honourable  member 
okaerved  that,  from  information  which  they 
had  received  from  Hr.  Morrison,  the  Govem- 
Bent  Amnt  in  England,  the  Bill  before  the 
Kitish  Parliament  was  something  concerning 
tiw  New  Provinces  Act  in  New  Zealand.  It 
would  be  remembered  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Sewell,  himself  (Mr.  Fox),  and  other  legal 
gtntlamen  of  the  House  got  up  a  case  on  this 
matter,  which  was  sent  to  the  Iiaw  Officers  of 
the  Qaeen  for  their  decision  upon  it.  It  might 
have  proved  that  ihe  objections  raised  were 
UuM^t  to  have  something  in  them  in  reference 
to  the  New  Provinces  Act.  Until  they  re- 
•eived  more  information  his  object  by  the  pre- 
MBt  Bill  was  to  render  the  Act  of  1868  in- 
operative for  the  future.  The  reason  of  this 
Vas  obvious;  aa  the  Act  of  1868  forced  the 
Qovwiunent  to  oomply,  they  had  no  choice. 


If  three-fifths  presented  a  petition  for  the  ereo- 
tion  of  a  new  province,  they  must  accede  to 
the  request.  He  therefore  proposed  going  on 
with  the  Bill  with  the  view  of  repealing  certain 
sections  of  "  The  New  Provinces  Act,  1858." 
Bill  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 

ROYAL  PREROGATIVE  OP  MERCY. 
On  the  motion  of  Air.  WILSON,  it  was 
(Jrdered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  Superintendents 
of  provinces,  from  the  Ist  June,  1866,  to  the 
30tn  June,  1861,  relative  to  the  remission  of 
fines  and  penalties  by  Superintendents. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  copies  of  all 
correspondence  between  the  late  Government 
and  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Wellington  re- 
lative to  providing  passages  for.  members  of 
either  House  of  the  Legislature,  to  enable  them 
to  attend  the  present  session..  Also  letters  ad- 
dressed to  honourable  members  of  either  House 
on  the  subject  of  their  attendance  at  this 
session.  The  honourable  member's  object  in 
asking  for  this  return  was  to  show  that  the  in- 
structions issued  by  the  late  Government  to  the 
various  Collectors  of  Customs  with  regard  to 
providing  passages  for  members  were  uniform, 
and  that  there  was  no  difference  in  them  as 
they  referred  to  the  provision  to  be  made  for 
the  members  for  Wellmgton — that  if  the  steam 
accommodation  from  there  was  not  equal  to 
that  from  other  places  it  was  no  fault  of  the  late 
Government,  as  the  Government  circular  letters 
appUed  equally  to  all. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  the  detention  was  caused 
by  an  act  of  the  Government  in  not  providing  a 
larger  steamer.  It  was  impossible  to  find  a 
steamer  at  the  time  in  Wellingtoii  except  a 
very  small  one,  and  he  attributed  the  delay  of 
Wellington  members  to  their  being  nine  days 
on  the  road.  Had  a  larger  steamer  been  pro- 
vided they  would  have  been  here  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  the  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
New  Zealand  Company's   Land  Claimants 
Ordinance    Amendment    Bill,   Xiand    Claims 
Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill. 

CROWN  GRANTS. 

Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  there  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  a  return  o|  all  con- 
tracts iuid  promises  entered  into  by  the  Go- 
vernor since  the  passing  of  '*  The  Waste  Lands 
Act,  1868,"  by  the  Colonial  Legislature,  and 
fulfilled  under  the  11th  section  of  that  Act; 
the  return  to  specify  what  grants  have  actually 
been  delivered  to  the  grantees,  and  what  grants 
have  been  retained,  with  the  grounds  of  such 
retention. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  seconded  the  motion. 
He  referred  to  a  certain  clause  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Act,  under  which  a  number  of  land 
claims  had  been  dealt  with.  He  wished  the 
returns  to  speeify  what  grants  had  been  given 


Digitized  by 


Google 


232 


Besident  Magistrates'         [HQUSE.] 


Extension. 


pOTiTao 


and  what  had  been  retained.  He  had  informa- 
tion that  ofScers  in  a  ministeral  capacity  had 
taken  upon  tbemselves  to  detain  these  grants. 
He  had  been  informed  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Wellington  was  detaining  a  giant  which  had 
been  issued  under  this  same  clause. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  reminded  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  of  certain  Crown  grants  that  had 
been  issued  to  the  citizens  of  Auckland  in  trust 
for  the  citizens  and  their  heirs,  for  their  benefil, 
and  that,  though  other  grants  had  been  subse- 
quently issued,  these  old  Crown  grants  were 
still  in  safe  keeping,  and  could  be  brought  for- 
ward at  any  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRANDON,  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  the    Land 
Registry  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Survey  Cor- 
rection Bill  was  discharged. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Intestate  Natives  Succession 
Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

JURY  ORDINANCE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  EXTENSION 
OP  JURISDICTION  ACT  REVIVAL  BILL. 
Mr.  FOX,  on  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  fiaid  it  had  become  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  expressed  sense  of  the  House' 
last  session  that  District  Courts  should  be 
abolished,  and  it  had  then  been  suggested  by 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary  that  no  more  was 
necessary  than  to  refuse  to  appropriate  exist- 
ing salaries,  and  revive  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates' Jurisdiction  Act  of  1856,  which  had 
been  repealed  by  "The  District  Court  Act, 
1858."  The  object  of  the  present  Bill  was 
simply  to  secure  such  revival.  He  admitted 
that  the  Act  did  not  provide  fully  for  the  ad- 
ministration within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion which  it  set  up  ;  but  it  had  been  found  to 
work  well  in  the  southern  provinces  while  in 
operation,  and  there  was  not  time  during  the 
present  session  to  frame  and  pass  an  Act  to 
provide  for  every  possible  inconvenience  tiiat 
might  arise  from  this  one.  During  the  recess, 
however,  the  Government  would  frame  an  Act 
to  provide  for  every  possible  requirement  of  the 
case.  He  proposed  to  have  the  present  Bill 
committed  on  Thursday,  when  he  would  be 
ready  to  admit  any  amendments  that  might  be 
.proposed. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  should  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  Bill,  for  it  was  one  to  which 
he  had  strong   and   fundamental  objections, 
and  he  was  sorry  it  shoald  be  debated  in  so 
J£r.  C.  W.  Bichmond 


thin  a  House.  He  had  listened  to  what  fell 
from  the  Attorney-General  vrith  attentioo, 
hoping  he  would  have  explained  why  he  pt*- 
posed  to  supersede  "  The  District  Courts  Act, 
1858,"  an  Act  which  made  complete  proviaiaB 
for  all  the  matters  which  the  Resident  Ha^u- 
trates'  Jurisdiction  Extension  Act  provided  for 
in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner.  The  latter 
Act  was  passed  in  a  hurried  manner  at  the 
close  of  the  stormy  session  of  1856,  but  "  The 
District  Courts  Act,  1858,"  was  an  elaborate 
and  carefully-considered  Bill,  which  had  been 
acted  upon  with  great  satisfaction  in  all  paiti 
of  the  colony,  and  had  received  the  most  caie- 
ful  attention  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Sn{aeme 
Court,  who  had  framed  a  code  of  rales  oo 
which  Justices  were  to  act  under  it.  The  Act 
of  1858  did  not  simply  provide  for  a  Didtnot 
Court  Judge  with  full  powers  of  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction,  but  provided  that  the 
Governor  might  appoint  any  fit  and  proper 
person — no  legal  education  being  reqnired — to 
have  civil  jurisdiction  in  cases  above  £20  and 
under  £100.  By  this  a  civil  jurisdiction  coold 
be  conferred  on  Resident  Magistrates,  as  was 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates' Jurisdiction  Extension  Act.  It  was  Um 
duty  of  the  Attorney-General  to  have  shown  in 
what  manner  this  comparatively  perfect  Act  did 
not  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  eountnr.  As 
to  the  objections  of  the  honourable  memoer  fct 
the  Waimeatothis  Act,particnlarcircuin8taiioe( 
might  have  jaundiced  his  views  as  to  its  woo- 
ing. Much,  no  doubt,  depended  on  the  Judge 
carrying  out  the  Act  as  re^u^led  the  satisfaetioD 
conferred  on  litigants  or  the  public.  He  would 
adduce  as  authorities  lawyers  who  had  great 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  Act  of  18S6, 
and  they  would  declare  that  it  was  an  im- 
perfect and  unworkable  measure,  by  no  means 
so  good  as  the  Act  of  1858.  Among  other  ob- 
jections to  it  there  was  a  grave  doubt  whether 
an  Act  passed  in  the  same  session.  No.  90,  was 
overruled  by  the  Act  of  1856,  or  whether  it  was 
to  be  read  concurrently  with  it,  also  a  donbt 
whether  power  of  appeal  was  given  by  it ;  in  bust, 
it  was  full  of  flaws  and  blunders.  The  only  rea- 
son the  honourable  member  could  have  for  reviv- 
ing it  was,  that  it  was  passed  with  the  pnrpoee 
of  placing  Resident  Magistrates  under  tiie  ooa- 
trot  of  the  Superintendents  of  provinces,  their 
pay  being  placed  on  the  provincial  estimates— 
a  principle  which  the  House  hetd  altogether  ze- 
probated,  and  to  which  recent  ciroumstanaes 
aoA  tended  to  confirm  his  objections.  Honour- 
able members  opposite  were  fond  of  talking  cl 
our  liberties — of  rutieas  corput.  Magna  Cheila, 
&o. ;  hot  the  great  comer-stone  of  our  liberties 
was  the  separation  of  executive  from  jndieia} 
functions,  which  was  compromised  by  placing 
Resident  Magistrates  in. any  way  under  the 
control  of  Superintendents.  This  was  no  d<Hibt 
the  strongest  recommendation  of  the  Bill  is 
the  honourable  the  mover's  eyes,  but  would 
prove  condemnatory  of  it.  Some  strong  Pi«- 
vincialists  would,  he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  was  gan, 
vote  with  him  on  this  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  WilUam- 
8on)  had  always   consistently  advooatod  (he 
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complete  freedom  of  the  Besident  Magistrate  | 
ftwa  the  control  of  local  authorities,  and  he 
^Mr.  Biohmond)  was  sure  he  would  not  forward 
this  plan,  which  vas  positively  retrograding. 
Slany  might  have  strong  provincial  views  as  to 
■eontrol  of  Land  Fund — the  separate  interests  of 
«veiy  province  in  its  own  land — and  its  right 
to  make  its  own  laws ;  but  very  many  of  these 
-same  men  felt  as  strongly  as  he  did  the  necessity 
oi  preserving  the  judicial  authorities  in  the 
:]irovinces  from  control — or  suspicion  of  control 
— by  the  local  Governments;  and  he  asked 
-those  honourable  members  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  give  him  their  votes  and  influence  with 
tha  Qovemment  of  the  day  to  prevent  further 
persistence  in  this  very  ill-advised  measure. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  objected  to  "The  District 
Conzts  Act,  1858,"  on  the  ground  of  its  great 
expense.  The  question  was  whether  they 
ahoold  have  an  efficient  Court  at  £160  or  £1,000 
— that  being  about  the  difference  between  the 
-two  plans.  This  was  a  question  which  the  last 
■peaxer  had  not  looked  at.  It  might  be  the 
ease  that  he  (Mr.  launders)  was  prejudiced  by 
the  way  in  which  the  Act  had  been  carried  out 
At  Kelson  ;  but  it  had  not  worked  satisfactorily 
in  any  other  place.  Since  it  was  passed  they 
had  not  been,  m  Nelson,  in  a  position  to  recover 
«  debt  of  above  £20  till  within  the  last  six 
months;  and,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  wished  to  do  justice  to  the  pro- 
Tinces,  he  must  adopt  some  system  different 
from  that. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  remarked  that  there 
irere  ports  of  the  country — as  Hawke'sBay  and 
2Tew  Plymouth — where  it  would  be  extremely 
UDdesizable  that  existing  Courts  should  be  done 
«way  vrith.  He  trusted  the  honourable  member 
&t  the  head  of  the  Government  would  allow  the 
House  a  Uttle  mere  time  to  consider  the  mea- 
■me,  and  proposed  that  the  debate  should  be 
adjonmed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FOX  Was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  pro- 
position, but  would  not  take  the  Bill  through 
-Committee  to-day. 

Mr.  DOMETT  opposed  the  Bill.  He  would 
like  to  see  "  The  District  Courts  Act,  1858," 
left  in  operation,  with  power — if  not  already 
possessed  by  the  Act — for  the  Sovemment  to 
«i|n)oint  Besident  Magistrates  to  be  Judges. 

Mr.  COLENSO  strongly  opposed  the  Bill, 
especially  if  it  was  intended  as  preliminary  to 
^omgaway  with  the  District  Courts,  which  had 
heen  very  valuable  at  Hawke's  Bay. 

Mr  CARTER  said  the  House  had  been 
wnanimons  last  session  that  the  colony  did  not 
ceqoire  such  an  expensive  system,  which  cost 
about  £7,000  or  £8,000  a  year.  It  only  did 
irhat  ou^t  to  be  done  by  the  Supreme  Court 
ttnd  the  Besident  Magistrate's  Court  combined. 
Be  should  vote  for  the  Bill  before  the  House 
-en  the  grounds  that  it  would  lessen  the  expense 
-  «f  the  colony,  simplify  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  do  away  with  a  costly  system  of 
patronage. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  supported  the  Act  of  1858 ;  but 

thought  that   the   regulations   made   by  the 

Judges  had   made   it  comtrficated.      It  had 

««nnd  exceedingly  w^,  and  be  was  not  aware 

J<r.  C.  W,  Biehmond 


that  the  decisions  of  the  Judges  had  been  com- 
plained of.  If  it  were  desirable  to  extend  thei 
Besident  Magistrates'  jurisdiction,  that  could 
be  done  much  better  by  the  Act  of  1858  than  by 
that  of  1856. 

Mr.  REN  ALL  put  it  to  the  House  as  a  ques- 
tion, whether  the  duties  of  the  Dietriot  Courts 
could  not  be  efficiently  performed  by  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court,  and  all  the  expense 
be  saved  to  the  country.  The  Act  of  1856  had 
worked  well  in  Wellington.  By  it  witnesses 
and  suitors  might  often  be  saved  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  which  they  would  have  to  travel 
to  the  District  Courts.  He  would  suggest  that 
power  should  be  given  to  try  criminal  cases  to 
a  certain  extent,  and  that  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  different  districts  should  be  re- 
quired to  attend  in  routine  to  assist  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate.  [The  honourable  member 
also  referred  to  other  objections  to  the  District 
Courts  Act,  and  said  that,  unless  any  honour- 
able member  could  show  him  that  the  Resident 
Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension  Act  had 
worked  badly,  he  should  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.] 

Mr.  MoGLASHAN  said  the  District  Court 
had  answered  well  in  Otago,  though,  no  doubt, 
it  was  an  expensive  Court.  It  had  been  under- 
stood last  session  that  the  District  Courts 
should  be  abolished,  and  Otago  have  a  Judge  of 
the.  Supremo  Court  to  itself;  and  he  lately  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Gillies  stating  the  in- 
convenience in  which  Otago  was  at  present 
placed  for  want  of  such  a  7udge.  He  objected 
to  the  Bill  before  the  House  because  the 
criminal  jurisdiction  was  not  extensive  enough ; 
but,  if  the  Government  was  prepetred  to  give 
Otago  a  Judge,  he  would  vote  with  them,  and 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  see  his  honourable 
friend  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  that  same 
Judge. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  said  he  had  not  been  in  the 
House  when  the  Attorney-General  moved  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  nor  during  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Town 
of  New  Plymouth.  He  had  had  some  know- 
ledge of  the  working  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates' Jurisdiction  Extension  Act,  and  he  could 
say  that  if  they  had  not  had  a  good  Judge  they 
would  have  been  in  difficult  circumstances,  for 
the  Act  was  so  loosely  drawn,  and  the  powers 
given  so  enormous,  that  it  was  found  impossible 
to  work  it  till  a  set  of  rules  was  made.  He 
would  much  rather  have  the  District  Courts 
Act  than  the  indefinite  thing  proposed  by  the 
Attorney -General,  which  left  it  to  the  con- 
science of  the  Magistrate  how  to  work  it.  It 
had  been  objected  that  the  District  Courts  Act 
was  expensive  to  suitors ;  but  in  Auckland  they 
had  found  it  a  cheap  and  expeditious  mode  of  re- 
covering money,  and  in  Otago  also,  they  had 
been  told,  it  had  worked  well.  He  would 
infinitely  prefer  that  the  Resident  Magistrate 
should  be  appointed  District  Judge  under  that 
Act  to  reverting  to  the  old  state  of  things,  and 
should  therefore  oppose  the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  then  called  on  Mr.  Fox  to 


"5^: 


FOX  said  it  was  for  the  reason  that 
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■even-eighths  of  the  honotuable  memben  were 
in  the  same  position  as  the  honourable  mem- 
bei  who  had  last  spoken  that  he  had  cut  his 
opening  remarks  so  short.  The  reason  why  he 
had  introduced  the  present  measure  was  simply 
this :  that  the  House  laat  session,  by  a  solemn 
resolution,  after  long  notice,  had  affirmed  that 
the  abolition  of  District  Courts  was  expedient, 
and  some  such  legislation  as  the  present  Bill 
necessary.  One  honourable  member  had  said 
that  nearly  all  the  lawyers  thought  the  District 
Courts  Act  was  a  good  Act ;  but  when  that  re- 
solution was  passed  there  were  at  least  five  or 
six  lawyers  in  the  House,  amongst  whom  was 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  whom  he  regretted  not  to 
see  in  the  House  now,  and  who  concurred  cor- 
dially in  that  resolution,  which  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — 

'VEh&t  the  administration  of  justice  may  be 
efficiently  provided  for  without  the  establish- 
ment of  District  Courts,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted; that,  while  those  Courts  involve  very 
considerable  expenditure,  they  provide  to  a 
venr  limited  extent  only  the  objects  to  be  aimed 
at  by  the  establishment  of  local  jurisdictions. 
That  the  machinery  of  the  Supreme  Court — 
with  such  additional  Judges  as  may  be  con- 
sidered necessary,  of  sessions  of  the  peace,  of 
Besident  Magistrates,  and  the  ordinary  Justices 
of  the  Peace  are  capable  of  efficiently  dispos- 
ing of  all  the  judicial  business  of  the  colony, 
civil  and  crinunal,  if  the  functions  of  the 
Courts  be  properly  directed,  and  their  juris- 
dictions so  arranged  as  to  meet  every  class 
of  judicial  procedure.  That  the  Government 
should  make  the  necessary  regulations,  or,  if 
necessary,  prepare  legislative  measures  to  be 
laid  before  the  Generu  Assembly  in  the  ensuing 
session  thereof." 

Finding  that  the  late  Government  had  made 
no  provision  for  this,  it  became  necessary  to 
consider  what  must  be  done  to  siipply  that 
deficiency,  and,  with  a  prospect  of  a  short 
session,  tiiere  was  nothing -for  it  but  to  revive 
that  Act  which  from  1856  to  1858  was  on  the 
Statute  Book,  and  which,  in  the  southern  pro- 
vinces, had  been  found  to  work  exceedingly 
well — so  well  that  the  Judges  under  it  were 
cordially  recommended  in  the  southern  pro- 
vinces for  reappointment  under  the  Disbrict 
Courts  Act.  He  was  aware  that  the  Act,  in  its 
present  shape,  provided  in  but  an  imperfect 
manner  for  the  entire  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  present  Government  intended 
daring  the  recess  to  prepare  such  a  measure 
as  might  provide  fully,  completely,  and  effectu- 
ally for  the  administration  of  justice  by  the 
Besident  Magistrates'  Courts  within  the  juris- 
diction established  by  this  Act,  which  was  only 
proposed  as  a  temporary  one,  but  it  was  one 
that  had  given  great  satisfaction  everywhere 
but  in  Auckland. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— The  Wellington 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  POX.— The  Wellington  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce did  not  represent  the  Province  of  Wel- 
lington; but  they  had,  no  dou))t,  sent  that 
memorial  in  apprehension  that  ihe  District 
Courts  were  going  to  be  abolished  and  nothing 
ilr.Fox 


pat  in  their  place.  With  legacd  to  'Haimkt't 
Bay,  the  honourable  member  for  Hi^tier,  if 
aware  of  what  would  be  the  result  of  j^^J^ 
this  proposed  Act,  would  .be  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  his  provinoe  than 
two  visits  a  year  from  a  Judge  not  resident  n 
the  district.  Justice  would  be  at  his  very  doM, 
administered  by  a  Resident  Magistrate  of  equal 
abilities  with  the  District  Court  Judge  laii 
aside.  The  doubt  of  the  honourable  monher 
for  Kew  Plymouth  as  to  whether  aztotbet  Act 
of  the  same  session  could  or  could  not  be  !»• 
ceived  concurrently  with  this  Act  had  never 
caused  any  difficulty  in  practice,  and,  he 
trusted,  would  not  in  the  six  or  twelve  monftt 
during  which  the  'Act  would  remain.  Ha 
would  not  force  on  this  Bill  at  present,  for  he 
perceived  that  the  amended  print  of  tiie  Bill 
was  n6t  yet  in  honourable  members'  bands.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Kew  Plymouth  hai 
seen  that  print  it  would  have  removed  the  only 
objection  raised  in  his  speech — namely,  that 
the  appointment  of  the  local  Judges  was  left 
to  the  Superintendents.  The  Resident  Magis- 
trates' Jurisdiction  Extension  Act  made  n»- 
such  provision.  The  Magistrates  under  it  worn 
appointed  by  the  Governor  himself,  and  tlu 
only  power  the  local  authorities  had  was  Otat 
the  proclamation  of  the  districts  was  to  be 
made  at  tiie  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent ; 
but  that  power  was  worth  nothing,  and  waa 
left  out  of  the  amended  print.  There  wa* 
therefore  no  ground  for  saying  that  be  (Mx. 
Fox)  was  desirous  of  subordinating  the  Beet- 
dent  Magistrates  to  the  local  authorities.  Aa 
other  amendments  had  been  suggested,  b* 
would  not  press  the  second  reading  now,  bat 
would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till 
Friday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  membar 
could  not  himself  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  explained  that  lie 
had  not  questioned  the  propriety  of  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  Resident  Magistrates,  but 
whether  it  could  be  best  extended  under  the 
Act  of  1856  or  1858. 

It  was  called  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Speaker 
that  the  Hon.4he  Attorney-General  had  replied, 
and  therefore  the  debate  could  not  be  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  he  took  the 
honourable  member  as  having  risen  to  say  that 
he  would  not  proceed  with  the  Bill  to-day.  It 
was  therefore  competent  for  any  other  honour- 
able member  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  but  not  for  the  Attorney-General  hia- 
self  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  till  Friday. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  amendment* 
mentioned  by  the  Attorney-General  removecl 
his  suspicion  that  the  Bill  was  intended  to 
subordinate  the  Resident  Magistrates  to  tiM 
Superintendents;  but  his  main  objection  stSl 
remained — that  the  Bill  of  1858  nuide  perfeok 
provision  for  what  the  Bill  of  1866  made  ia- 
complete  provision.  If  there  was  a  geatal 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  House  that  vuy  »■ 
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qaindmaca  time  to  etmaidex  the  qiUBtiMihe 
wonld  not  oppose  the  adjoommeiit. 

Mr.  DILLON  BBLL  sappoited  the  adjoom- 


Debate  adjonmed  till  Friday  next. 

MBLSON  WASTB  LAin>S  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  DOMETT,  in  moving  the  seoond  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  aaid  the  alterations  proposed  to 
be  made  were  of  three  classes.  The  first  was 
to  enable  the  Superintendent  to  set  apart,  cer- 
tain districts  for  settlement,  and  to  prepare 
tlksm  by  Tw^lring  roadb  and  bridges,  and  then 
to  aU  to  the  upset  i>rioe  the  cost  of  such  works. 
The  Bec<»id  was  to  enable  the  Frovinoial  Oo- 
veEnmemt  to  give  land  for  labour  on  loeds  or 

SUio  woda,  to  be  selected  by  the  penKms  per- 
ming the  contract.  The  third  dasi  con- 
tained a  set  of  proTidons  for  leasing  mineral 
lands,  ihe  chief  of  which  were  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Tiiinai«Lia  were  worked,  a  royalty  of  one 
twenty-fifth  should  be  paid,  instead  of  one 
fifteenth,  and  a  dead  rent  should  be  paid  by 
those  not  working  them,  to  prevent  their  being 
nselessly  held. 

Mr.  WELD  suggested  that,  when  land  was 
given  for  labour  on  public  works,  it  should  not 
M  seleoted  by  the  contractors,  as  proposed,  but 
that  scrip  should  be  given. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  feeling  in  Nelson 
was  sgainst  scrip,  as  a  kind  of  paper  currency 
leading  to  land  speoalation;  but  that  was  a 
subject  for  the  House  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  oonsideced  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave   given  to  sit 


DEBTOB8'  ASD  CREDITOBS'  COMPOSI- 
TION BIUj. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoQse  on  the  Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Com- 
position Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill. 
Progrem  reported,  and   leave  given  to  sit 

SglMTI 

SUPPLY, 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Hoase  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IH  coKKrrrxiB, 
EsmuTBS  Of  1861-63. 

CliASS  I. 

A— Oeneral. 

B4*oh6d,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,051 6s. 
'  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  eosts 
■BoT charges  of  the  Qovemor's  establishment 
ior  the  year  1861-63. 

CouaOAI.  SBOBBTilBT'S  DapABTKmn. 
The  first  three  items  wets  read  and  agreed  to. 


Fourth  item,  Extm  elark,  £80. 

Mr.  MASON  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Oovemor,  praying  that  he  will  recommend  to- 
this  House  to  vote  an  addition  of  £30  to  th* 
salary  of  the  extra  clerk. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  items  read  and  agreed  to. 

Itesolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £440  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs  and 
charges  of  the  Attomey-Oeneral's  Department. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £627  10s. 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs 
and  charges  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Depart- 
ment. 

Beaolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £780  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs  and 
charges  of  the  Native  Minister's  Department. 

Class  II. 

A — Oeneral. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £590  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs  and 
charges  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Honsa  of  Rxfbsbxiitativkb. 

The  four  first  items  under  this  head,  having 
been  read,  were  agreed  to. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved,  That  an  address  be  pre* 
sented  to  HU  Ezoellonoy  the  Oovemor,  request* 
ing  hi"'  to  recommend  to  the  House  to  vote  a 
sum  of  £200  as  a  salary  of  a  second  assistant 
clerk. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Item  6  read  and  agreed  to. 

Item  6,  Messengers,  £100. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved,  as  an  amendment,  TbtA  . 
an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  requesting  him  to  recommend  to  the  - 
House  to  vote  a  sum  of  £50  additional  fot  a 
third  messenger. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

GUrXBAI.  EXFZNSXS. 

First  four  items  read  and  agreed  to.  ■ 

Item  5,  Library. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
sm  address  be  presented  to,^His  Excellency  the- 
Qovemor,  requesting  him  to  recommend  to  the  - 
House  to  vote  a  sum  of  £100  for  the  purchase - 
of  books  for  the  Xibrary  of  the  General- 
Assembly. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item  6,  Extra  clerical  assistance,  £300. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  ths- 
Qovemor,  requesting  him  to  recommend  to  th» 
House  to  vote  a  sum  of  £50  additional  for  exti^a 
clerical  assistance. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item  7  read  and  agreed  to. 

JBesotced,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £747  lOs.- 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs- 
and  ohaiges  of  the  Auditor's  Depeurtment. 

EuEOTOBAi.  OmoaBS,    . 
B— Local. 
Oonsideratinn  of  this  class  pos^nad. 
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C1.A88  m. 

A — Gensral,  and  B — Local. 

Besolved,  That  a  smn  not  exceeding  £3,860 
Va  granted  to  Hei  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs 
Andohaiges  of  the  Supreme  CJoort. 

District  Courts,  £300. 

A  debate  ensued. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
«gain. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  ten  o'clock 
•p.TCi. 


BOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  31st  July,  1861. 

Provinoial  Iiouui— Oovenunent  Offices— New  Jnclge 
—Ooldflolds— Audit  Committee— First  Beadings 
— Sopply — Amendments  by  Legislative  Coimcil — 
Ordor  of  Baslnese— Snpply— Land  Beverne  Ap- 
propriation Act  Amendment  BilI,'(No.  2)— Jury 
Ordinaiice  Amendment  Bill  —  Nelson  Waste 
Lands  Begolationa  Amendment  Bill— Diseased 
Cattle  Bill.       

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

PBOVINOIAL  LOANS, 
Mr.  WELLS  asked  the  Attorney-General, 
If,  in  his  opinion,  the  colony  at  large  incurs 
jUDiy  liability  from  the  act  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  in  giving  his  assent  to  Provinoiu 
Xoan  Bills  ? 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  vras  always 
ready  to  give  any  information  that  any  honour- 
Able  member  haid  a  right  to  ask :  but  no  honour- 
■able  member  had  a  right  to  put  abstract  ques- 
tions of  law  to  the  Attorney-General ;  and  he 
-innst  decline  giving  an  answer. 

GOVERNMENT  OFFICES. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  Ministers  are  prepared  to  advise  His  Excel- 
lencv  to  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  estimates 
for  building  offices  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment?' The  present  buildings  were  very  inse- 
otue  places  to  keep  the  public  documents  in, 
'  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  baker's 
-oven,  a  carpenter's  shop,  and  a  steam-engine. 

Mr.  WOOD  i&ii  the  Government  recognized 
that  the  public  documents  were  in  a  very  inse- 
-cnre  position ;  and  the  present  buildings  were 
Also  very  inconvenient  as  Government  offices  : 
but,  from  the  state  of  the  finances,  there  was 
nothing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  for 
the  purpose.  If,  however,  there  should  be 
found  any  surplus  available,  the  Government 
would  do  its  best  to  have  some  more  secure 
-depository  for  the  more  important  documents. 

NEW  JUDGE. 

Mr.    DIOE   asked   the    Attorney-General, 

Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 

~to  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of 

the  Supreme  Court  for  Otago,  and  the  appro- 

'  priation  of  a  sum  for  his  salary  ? 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  had  received 
■»  very  pressing  application  from  the  Supeiin- 
i^endent  of  Otago,  oalling  their  attention  to  ik« 


great  necessity  that  appeared  to  exist  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Judge  for  that  provinoe  and 
Southland.  The  Government  recognized  Uw 
need,  especially  at  this  time  when  a  great  ia- 
crease  of  population  might  be  expected,  vnth 
probably  an  increase  of  crime;  and  was  pce- 
pared  to  recommend  the  appointment,  and  an 
appropriation  for  his  salary. 

OOLDFIELDS. 

Mr.  DICK  asked  the  Attorney-General,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Resident 
Magistrate  at  the  Tokdmairiro  Goldfields,  and 
the  appropriation  of  a  sum  for  his  salary  ? 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  Government  bad 
also  received  pressing  applications  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Otago,  requesting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Resident  Magistrate  at  ^ 
goldfields.  They  would  lose  no  time  in  mak- 
ing the  requisite  appointment,  and  wonid  sand 
down  an  appropriation  for  the  sum.* 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  Audit  Committee  have  pec- 
mission  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  Hoose 
until  the  completion  of  the  audit  —  subject 
always  to  any  summons  on  the  order  of  Mt. 
Speaker  to  attend  the  House,  for  the  exeeatiaa 
of  which  summons  on  any  occasion  suffictent 
time  shall  be  allowed. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Bill,  Bal- 
neavis  Remission  BiU. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittea  of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  Hoow 
and  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENTS    BY    LEGISLAXIVK 
COUNCIL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislati'm 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House:  Naval  and  Military  Settlets 
(Marlborough)  Bill,  Naturalization  Bill. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That  the  orders  of  the  day 
from  No.  6  to  No.  13,  inclusive,  be  postponed 
for  the  present.  He  did  so  because  the  most 
importimt  business  now  before  the  House  was 
the  consideration  of  the  estimates. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  thought  that  was 
strange  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Govertunent 
in  attempting  to  force  the  Supply  through  tite 
House  before  these  Bills  on  the  Notice  Paper 
had  been  dealt  vrith.  He  begged  the  Govern- 
ment to  understand  that  he  should  use  every 
possible  opportunity  the  rules  of  the  House 
afforded  to  oppose  this  step.  His  determination 
was  fixed  to  give  them  every  opposition  to 
supplies  being  granted  till  these  Bills  had  been 
considered.  They  (the  Government)  had  not 
known  what  opposition  was  yet ;  bat  he  should 
resort  to  every  opposition  to  internipt  the  de- 
bates until  the  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  bad  ' 
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ooosideied  and  a  decision  oome  to  opon  it ;  as 
its  object  was  to  keep  a  jealoai  eye  over  the  ez- 
penditnze.  He  was  not  desirous  of  any  length- 
ened debate — he  was  not  wishing  to  imitate 
the  honourable  membeis  of  the  Qovemment 
when  they  were  in  opposition  in  making  five- 
boor  speeches  to  interrupt  the  business  of  the 
House ;  but  he  was  anxious  that  these  Bills — 
the  Audit  and  Control  Bills — should  be  secured 
before  the  House  considered  the  Supply. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON  reminded  the  honour- 
able member  who  appeared  to  be  «o  anxious 
about  the  Audit  and  Control  Bills  that  the 
public  expenditure  at  the  present  time  was 
illegal  until  the  estimates  were  passed ;  hence 
the  necessity  for  going  on  with  them  at  once. 
the  Government  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
House ;  and,  if  it  preferred  going  on  with  the 
Bills,  they  had  no  desire  to  force  the  considera- 
tion of  Supply. 

Mr.  CAKIiETON  did  not  belong  to  either 
party  in  the  House.  A  third  party  had  been 
formed,  with  a  view  of  effecting  a  strong  Minis- 
try. But  he  would  remind  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  that,  if  a  battle 
was  to  be  fought  on  these  Bills,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  opposing  the  passing  of  the  esti- 
mates in  order  to  bring  on  the  battle,  as  the 
fight  could  take  place  on  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  which  would  afiord  the  honourable  mem- 
ber a  second  vote. 

Mr.  SAUKCERS  said,  if  these  Bills  were  to 
be  a  party  question  to-night,  the  honourable 
member  ooiUd  not  have  much  faith  in  his 
motion  for  a  change  of  Ministry  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  it  would  be  recollected 
by  this  House  that,  when  the  Orders  of  the 
Day  were  called  -on,  the  honourable  member 
at  the  Treasury  bench  begged  for  a  postpone- 
ment, by  which  those  important  measures  on 
the  Older  Paper  would  be  put  ofE.  He  (Mr. 
Colenso)  trusted  there  would  be  no  hindrance 
to  their  proceeding  with  the  Bills. 

Mr.  WOOD  referred  to  the  former  Qovem- 
ment having  pAstponed  some  questions  in  order 
to  proceed  with  ouiers  of  more  importance ;  and 
in  wishing  to  go  on  with  the  estunates  he  was 
not  aware  that  he  was  oommitting  any  fault. 
The  Qovemment  wanted  the  estimates  without 
any  delay ;  bat,  if  the  House  decided  to  go  on 
with  other  business,  he  should  not  press  the 
estimates. 
The  House  then  divided. 


Brandon 

Carleton 

Carter 

Dick 

Eyes 

Featheiston 

Fitzherbert 

Poi 

Graham,  Q. 

Atkinson 
BeU 
Bntler 
Colanio 


Ates,  25. 
Graham,  R. 
Harrison 
Henderson 
McGlashan 
Munro,  J. 
O'Rorke 
Renall 
Rhodes 
Saunders 

Noes,  22. 
Cookson 
Creyke 
Curtis 
Dom«tt 


Taylor,  C.  J. 
Taylor,  W.  W. 
Ward 
White 
Williamson 
Wood.  , 

Teller, 
Kettle. 

Firth 
HaU 
Mason 
MixoD 


O'Neill  Riohmond,J.O.  Wilson. 

Ormond  Russell 

Richmond,A.J.  Weld  Teller. 

Bichmond,C.W.WellB  Stafford. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  do  re- 
solve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  was  proceeding  to  address 
the  House  in  support  of  uie  course  taken  by  the- 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  when 

Mr.  SPEAKER  stopped  him  by  stating;  that 
he  had  consulted  the  Chairman  of  Committees,, 
and  thaA  no  debate  could  be  allowed  on  the 
motion  for  going  into  Committee.  Those- 
opposed  to  it  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
voting  against  it. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  22. 


Brandon 

Graham,  R. 

Saunders 

Carleton 

Henderson 

Taylor,  C.  3. 

Carter 

Kettle 

Taylor,  W.  W.^ 

Dick 

McGlashan 

Williamson 

Eyes 

Munro,  J. 

Wood. 

Featherston 

O'Rorke 

Fox 

Renall 

Tetter. 

Graham,  G. 

Rhodes 
Noes,  21. 

Ward. 

Atkinson    ' 

Hall 

Richmond,  J.  0 

Butler 

JoUie 

Stafford 

Colenso 

Mason 

Weld 

Cookson 

Nixon 

WeUs 

Creyke 

O'Neill 

Wilson. 

Domett 

Richmond,A.J- 

TeUer. 

Firth 

Richmond,C.W.Curtis. 

Fraser 

Majority  for,  1 

. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  OOmnTTEE 

Cijiss  ni. 

Item,  District  Courts,  £300. 
Debate  ensued. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  That  the  Chatrmaik 
do  now  report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Atkinson 

Butlet 

Colenso 

Cookson 

Creyke 

Curtis 

Domett 

Firth 

Brandon 

Carter 

Dick 

Eyes 

Featherston 

Fitzheibert 


Ates,  21. 
Fraser 
Jollie 
Mason 
Monro,  D. 
Nixon 
©•NeiU 


Riohmond.J.0^ 
Stafford 
Weld 
Wells 
Wilson. 
Teller. 
Richmond,  A.  J.  Riohmond.C.W 


Nobs,  25. 
Pox 

Graham,  Q. 
Graham,  R. 
Harrison 
Henderson 
Kettle 


Mantell 

Munro,  J 

O'Rorke 

Renall 

Rhodes 

Saunders 
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Taylor,  0.  J.      White  T«Her. 

Taylor,  W.  W.  WilliEungon       HoQlaghan. 
Ward  Wood. 

Majority  against,  4. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  continued. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave  given  to  sit 
Again. 

LAND  REVENUE   APPROPBIATION  AOT 

AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  % 
:  The  Land  Bevenae  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

;fUBY  ORDINANCE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
thi^d  time  and  passed. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amend- 
ment BiU  was  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  House   went   into  Committee  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Diseased  Cattle 
Bill. 

.  Progress  reported,  and   leave  {^ven  to  sit 
again. 

The   House   adjourned    at    half-past   nine 
-  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  1st  August,  1861. 


Boyal  PrerogatiTe  of  Mercy— First  Beading*— Third 
Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
■  o'clock. 

/  Pbayubs. 

ROYAL  PREROGATIVE  OP  MERCY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved,  That 
this  Council,  having  had  under  its  con- 
sideration the  "  Papers  relative  to  the  remis- 
sion of  a  fine  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington in  the  case  of  Newry  versus  Atchison," 
resolves — 1.  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Su- 
perintendent were  unauthorized  and  uncon- 
stitutional. 2.  That,  in  particular,  the  attempt 
of  the  Superintendent  to  reverse  the  decision 
of  a  Court  of  justice  on  the  ground  assigned  by 
him — viz.,  that,  having  read  the  depositions 
taken  by  the  Bench  of  Justices,  *  he  was  unable 
to  perceive  that  the  charge  was  in  the  slightest 
degree  supported ' — was  an  unwarrantable  in- 
terference with  the  due  course  of  law.  3.  That, 
having  regard  to  the  recent  appointment  of  the 
-Snperintttulent  of  Wellington  as  one  of   the 


BeapoBsiU«  Advisers  of  the  Gotbbioc,  tUi 
Council  feels  justified  in  deolaan^  its  ofriiuaa 
that  a  similar  use  of  the  prerogative,  «ven  hj 
competent  authority,  would  be  highly  pn)«- 
dicial  to  the  due  administratiMt  of  jnaiBoe. 
The  Oonnoil  divided. 


Amey 
Gibbes 
Richmond 


Atxs,  8. 
Russell,  A.  H. 
Russell,  Watts 
Salmon 

Noxs,  7. 
Johnston 
Kenny 


Tancred 
Wbitaker. 


Baillie  Johnston  PoUen 

Cntfield  Kenny  Swainsoi. 

Gilflllan 

Majority  for,  1. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Debtors'  and   Creditors'    Composition    BiS, 
Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill,    Land  Re- 
venue   Appropriation    Act    Amendment   BiD 
(No.  2). 

THIRD  READING. 
Dun  Mountain  Railway  BilL 
The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  mx 
o'olodc  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATTVEa 
Thursday,  1st  August,  1861. 


Privilege— Bospension  of  Standing  Otden— ICm*- 
terial  Statement— Militlft— New  Proviiice*  Act— 
Anckland  Bepresontation  BUI  —  Steam  Portal 
Servioe— First  Beading-Iiand  Claims  Settlement 
Act  Extension  Bill— Intestate  Natives  Snceewino 
Bill— Second  Beading— Nelson  Waste  Liands  Be- 
golatioos  Amendment  Bill— Diseased  Cattle  Bill 
-Want  of  Confidence. 

Iklr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

PRIVIIiEGE. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  before  the  House 

went  on  with   the   business   of   the   day  he 

begged  to  call   the  attention   of    honooiaUe 

members   to   a  letter  addressed   to   him,  and 

f>abli8hed  in  a  newspaper  that  morning.  This 
etter  appeared  to  him  to  contain  expreasicns 
that  could  hardly  be  properly  used  to  any  mem- 
ber  of  the  House  with  respect  to  any  transac- 
tion that  took  place  in  deoate ;  and  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  matter, 
as  it  was  calculated  seriously  to  compromise 
the  character  of  the  House  with  respect  to 
future  newspaper  attacks.  He  was  not  awara 
of  the  course  he  should  adopt  in  bringing  the 
matter  before  them,  and  was  anxious  to  have 
Mr.  Speaker's  advice. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  on  referring  to  "Le- 
fevre's  Decisions,"  it  appeared  that  an  honour- 
able member  complaining  of  a  newspaper  ar- 
ticle should  end  his  remarks  with  the  moticHi, 
"  That  the  Clerk  do  read  the  article  in  ques- 
tion;" then  he  should  move  "That  it  is  a 
breach  of  privilege;"  and  then,  "Th*t  tba 
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pdnter  be  oiJled  to  the  bar."  The  honoorable 
member  will  now  call  npon  the  Clerk  to  rea4 
the  letter. 

Oaptain  Caj(pbeli<,  Chief  Clerk,  then  read 
the  following  letter : — 

"ir»  v.  Dillon  Bell,  Esq.  (per  favour  of  the 
Aucklander). 
"Seb, — I  know  of  no  act  which  oombinea 
more  meanness  and  cowardice  than  that  of 
a  pnblic  man  taking  advantage  of  his  position 
and  privileges  to  inflict  injury  upon  bis  neigh- 
bour, who  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  defend 
himself  or  to  punish  the  offender.  Such  an 
act  I  charge  yon  with  having  committed,  when, 
doling  the  debate  on  the  report  of  the  Private 
Qiievanoe  Committee  on  my  petition,  in  the 
House  on  Tuesday,  you  had  the  audacity  to 
say  to  the  effect  that  the  firm  of  M.  and  J. 
V/hytlaw,  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  in  1845,  had 
not  satisfied  their  creditors.  What  conceivable 
motive  you  could  have  for  stating  such  a  gross 
falsehood  I  know  not ;  but  when  I  tell  you 
that  not  only  was  every  claim  against  that 
firm,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  losses  it  sus- 
tained in  trying  to  support  the  Queen's  autho- 
rity, honourably  met  tuid  discharged,  but  also 
that  my  own  personal  losses  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  Kororareka  were  fully  £3,000, 
yoa  ought  to  feel  ashamed  at  having  endea- 
voured to  mislead  the  House  by  a  statement 
to  contrary  to  truth  and  so  unjust  to  me.  Sir, 
I  dare  you  to  repeat  the  same  statement  out 
of  the  House,  m  my  presence  and  before 
witnesses.  You  know  that  you  cannot  without 
rendering  yourself  amenable  to  the  verdict  of 
a  jury.— I  have,  &o.,  "  M.  WHTTi.iw. 

"Auckland,  31st  July,  1861." 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  would,  with  the  leave 
of  the  House,  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  letter 
just  read.  He  need  not  remind  honourable 
members  that  the  allegation  as  to  the  state- 
ment which  he  made  yesterday  was  entirely  at 
variance  with  the  fact ;  but  that  was  not  a 
material  matter  in  consideration  of  the  present 
Question.  The  point  which  he  wished  to  con- 
nder  was  this :  -what  effect  would  such  a  prece- 
dent have  on  the  future  debates  in  the  House 
were  it  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed?  For  many 
years  ptbst  the  speeches  and  acts  of  honourable 
members  were  the  subject  of  fair  criticism  on 
the  part  of  the  Press,  and  a  proper  supervision 
had  been  exercised  over  their  proceedings  by 
tile  publication  of  reports ;  but  this  was  the  first 
instance  in  which  he  knew  of  an  attack  being 
made  on  an  honourable  member  for  the  part 
taken  by  him  in  debate,  and  published  in  a 
newspaper.  This  would  lead  to  a  very  serious 
«*ato  of  things  if  honourable  gentlemen  were 
■  not  protected  in  future  from  similar  attacks  to 
that  which  had  been  read  to  the  House.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  breach  of  pri- 
vilege, or  whether  it  was  competent  to  move 
that  it  was  a  breach  of  pYivilege ;  but,  look- 
ing to  the  ulterior  consequences  of  this  thing, 
which  might  bo  quoted  as  a  precedent,  he 
thooght  it  right  that  the  House  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  upbn  it. 
Mr.  SPBAK£K    said    such    expression   of 


opinion  could  only  take  ^lace  npon  a  motion^ 
That  this  is  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  would  move.  That  this 
is  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  distinctly  with  a  view 
of  eliciting  that  expression  of  opinion. 

Captain  FBASER  seconded  ttxe  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  saSd,  before  the  motion  was  put  to 
the  House  he  wished  to  remark  that,  whatever 
be  the  merits  of  the  question  as  a  breach  of 
privilege,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  the 
writer  of  the  letter  was  mistaken  as  to  what 
fell  from  the  honoSrable  member  for  Wal- 
lace. The  words  attributed  to  him  were  nfever 
used  by  him.  It  was  possible,  from  what 
he  said,  to  draw  an  inference;  but  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  state  was  that,  from 
certain  circumstances  that  had  been  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee  last  session 
by  one  of  the  honourable  members  for  Auck- 
land (Captain  Daldy),  it  was  rendered  desirable 
that  any  money  which  might  be  awarded  in 
satisfaction  of  the  loss  of  the  debentures  should 
be  paid  to  other  parties  than  to  the  applicant 
himself.  That  was  his  recollection  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, and  not  the  allegation  contained  in 
the  letter. 

Mr.  CARLETON  wished  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations as  Chairman  of  Committees.  If  they 
proceeded  at  once  to  affirm  this  vote,  they 
would  affirm  that  the  House  had  privileges. 
This  was,  however,  still  a  moot  point.  He  re- 
collected serving  on  the  Select  Committee,  in 
the  second  session  of  the  House,  in  which  the 
question  of  privilege  was  carefully  inquired 
into  ;  and  his  recollection  was  that  no  conclu- 
sion was  come  to ;  for,  after  examining  a  great 
number  of  law-books  and  authorities,  it  wat 
felt  that,  as  the  House  had  only  derivative  au- 
thority, it  had  no  inherent  privileges.  It  had 
no  authority,  he  believed,  except  what  was  con- 
ferred upon  it ;  but  undoubtedly  every  public 
body  had  powers  for  self-protection,  ana  these- 
powers  he  believed  they  possessed.  Not  having 
the  report  before  him,  he  thought  the  question 
should  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Carleton)  that  this  question 
should  be  considered  quite  apart  from  the 
question  involved  in  the  alleganons  contained 
in  the  document  referred  to.  He  concurred  in 
the  opinion  also  expressed  in  the  discussion, 
that  the  character  of  the  honourable  member's 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  observations  was  misrepre- 
sented in  the  letter. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  Standing 
Order  on  Private  Business  No.  2  be  suspended, 
in  order  to  allow  petitions  from  Sir  Osborne 
Gibbes,  Bart.,  and  George  Wilson  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Motion  negatived. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  FOX. — Before  going  on  with  the  notices 
of  motion,  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  in  reply- 
to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  member  foe- 
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17ew  Plymouth  last  night,  who  afiked  whether 
or  not  some  airajigement  was  being  made  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Ministry.  I  have 
now  simply  to  announce  to  this  House  that  two 
members  of  the  Ministry  —  Br.  Featherston 
and  Mr.  Williamson — hav?  resigned  their  seats, 
and  that  Mr.  Henry  Sewell  and  Mr.  Crosbie 
Ward  have  consented  to  take  seats  in  the  £x- 
ooutive,  and  that  His  Excellency  has  been 
pleased  to  approve  of  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— By  the  leave  of  the 
House  I  will  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject 
of  the  communication  that  has  been  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Govenmient.  The  change  which  he  has  inti- 
mated as  having  been  made  in  the  Ministry 
has  not  changed  my  sentiments  with  regard  to 
it,  and  I  propose  to  proceed  with  the  motion 
which  stands  in  my  name  ;  but  I  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  proceed  with  it  this  morning.  But, 
in  order  to  forward  the  business  of  the  country, 
I  propose  to  move  it  this  evening ;  and  if  that 
is  not  consented  to  I  shall  renew  my  motion 
for  to-morrow.  I  think  that  the  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  Oovemment  last  night  was  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  honourable  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  make  a  party  ques- 
tion of  the  Audit  Bills  before  the  House,  and  to 
support  Audit  Bill  No.  1  instead  of  Bill  No.  2 
in  order  to  inflict  a  defeat  upon  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  occupy  the  Ministerial  seats — 
which  I  believe  we  could  do  if  we  desired  it.  1 
do  not  propose  to  take  that  course ;  and,  in 
order  to  simplify  matters,  I  agree  to  go  on 
with  the  discussion  of  Bill  Ko.  2 ;  treating  the 
question  of  difference  between  the  two  mea- 
sures, although  this  is  considerable,  as  one 
rather  of  detail  than  involving  any  fundamental 
principle.  My  proposition  now  is,  that  if  the 
House  please  to  go  mto  the  Bill  they  should  do 
so  at  once,  and  lose  no  time  whatever.  We 
)iave  intimated  our  intention  not  to  proceed 
with  Supply  until  the  mind  of  the  House  has 
been  declared  upon  these  Bills.  We  do  not 
desire  to  treat  the  Audit  Bills  as  at  all  a  party 
question. 

Mr.  FOX. — ^The  Qovsmment  cannot  consent 
to  proceed  with  any  important  business  with  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  hanging  over  their 
heads.  This  was  the  course  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  adopted  when  in  office  ;  and  I 
will  divide  the  House  upon  it  if  necessary. 
These  Bills  are  essentially  of  a  party  character : 
they  are  two  sets  of  Bills-^ne  set  introduced 
by  the  late  Government,  which  must  be  taken 
as  competing  with  those  introduced  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  I  will  not  object  to  postpone 
the  motion  to  the  evening  ;  but  if  it  is  not 
brought  on  then  I  will  force  it  forward  by 
moving  that  all  the  business  on  the  Paper  be 
gone  on  with,  and  divide  the  House  to  enforce 
it.  There  is  other  business  of  an  important 
nature  that  may  be  now  discussed,  without 
going  on  with  Bills  that  raise  peculiarly  a 
party  question. 

Mr.  WARD. — Sir,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 

to  say  a  few  words  regarding  my  own  position 

in  the  changes  that  have  been  announced ;  and 

I  say  that  it  is  one  which  has  entirely  arisen 

Mr.  Fox 


within  the  last  two  days.  °  Previonsly  to  the  an- 
nouncement which  we  have  had  of  the  chang» 
of  Governors,  it  was  not  by  any  means  my  in- 
tention on  any  consideration  to  take  a  seat  on 
the  Government  benches  ;  and  chiefly  —  in- 
deed, solely — for  this  reason:  that,  as  the.whole. 
weight  of  the  discussions  which  caused  the  last 
change  of  the  Ministry  had  gone  upon  the  wtx 
question  and  the  Native  qnestioo,  I  felt  that 
it  would  be  a  wrong  act  in  me  to  make  any 
such  question  a  step  in  political  promotion.  I 
felt  that,  M  a  Middle  Island  member,  and  one 
unacquainted  with  and  to  a  great  extent  ignor- 
ant of  the  war  and  Native  questions,  I  should 
be  taking  a  step  in  which  I  should  not  be  justi- 
fied in  tajsing  ailvantage  of  a  vote  which  turned 
on  this  question,  and  making  it  the  means  of 
my  taking  office.  I  felt,  however  unimportant 
a  part  I  might  play  in  the  Ministry  of 
which  I  might  be  a  member,  that,  as  long  as 
this  was  the  gi'eat  question  before  the  House, 
all  the  Ministers  should  be  selected  to  soma 
extent  with  a  view  to  their  opinions  npon  it. 
Sir,  I  had  no  opinion,  or  equivalent  to  no 
opinion,  upon  the  Native  question.  I  had  upon 
the  war  an  opinion  different  from  that  enter- 
tained by  the  honourable  gentlemen  last  ses- 
sion who  now  occupy  seats  in  the  Govenunent. 
That  was  one  reason  why  I  could  not  join  in 
a  Government  they  formed  this  session;  but 
I  have  felt  that  during  the  last  three  days  my 
position,  and  that  of  the  Middle  Island  mem- 
bers, had  altogether  altered.  I  felt  that  the 
question  of  war  was  altogether  removed  from 
the  cognizance  of  this  House — that,  important 
as  has  been  the  war  and  the  l^ative  qaestion  in 
the  House,  and  however  much  the  x>olioy  of  the- 
late  and  present  Governments  may  have  turned 
on  this  question,  the  war  is  now  sJmost  entirely 
removed  from  the  cognizance  of  this  House. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  felt  that  it  might 
be  becoming  in  a  Middle  Island  member, 
without  an  opinion  on  the  war  question,  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  Ministry,  because  it  will  not 
be  to  any  extent,  as  formerly,  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  the  war  should  it  occur.  For 
another  reasob,  the  position  of  afiairs  is  al- 
tered. In  the  coming  of  a  new  Governor  a 
new  question  is  opened  up.  By  the  messages 
of  His  Excellency  to  this  House,  and  the  re- 
plies to  them — ^financial  questions,  especially 
those  connected  with  grants  for  payment  of 
the  costs  of  the  war — the  position  of  uie  House 
has  entirely  altered,  and  those  opinions,  in  the 
expression  and  maturing  of  which  so  much 
time  was  occupied  by  the  House,  are  of  little 
moment  now.  I  felt  that,  in  the  advent  of  a 
new  Governor,  when  new  questions  are  arising, 
and  new  points  are  to  be  determined,  it  was 
most  undesirable  that  the  Middle  Island  should 
be  unrepresented  in  the  Ministry ;  and,  to  re- 
move the  possibility  that  the  Ministry  should 
meet  the  new  Governor  so  constituted,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  Middle  Island,  I  was  led  to 
sacrifice  my  private  feelings  and  come  forward 
to  fill  the  gap.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  any 
duty  I  will  have  to  do  in  the  new  Ooyemment 
may  be  of  service  to  the  country ;  but,  whatever 
it  may  be,  I  do  it  now  with  a  vote  of  want  of 
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oonfidaiioe  impending,  in  order  that  I  may  sho-n 
that  I  consider  that  vote  not  of  serious  mo> 
ment,  and,  secondly,  in  order  to  testify  my 
sense  of  the  impropriety  of  bringing  forrrard 
the  vote  at  this  time  and  this  crisis. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  ro«e  to  order.  In 
availing  himself  of  the  coortosy  usually  granted 
when  personal  explanations  were  to  be  made, 
the  honourable  member  should  confine  himself 
to  explanations  alone,  and  not  make  a  debat- 
able speech. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  am  not  making  a  debatable 
^eech.  I  am  stating  my  reasons  for  taking  a 
(eat  in  th^  Government ;  and  a  very  important 
reason  is  the  coudaot  of  the  party  opposed  to 
them ;  and,  in  order  to  show  my  sense  of  that 
party's  conduct 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— I  rise  to  order. 
The  honourable  sentleman  is  out  of  order — he 
is  introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  no  question  was  before 
the  House,  and  therefore  it  was  out  of  order 
to  travel  beyond  what  was  personal  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  merely  stated  the 
reasons  that  influenced  him  to  take  office  ;  and 
he  did  not  know  how  he  was  debating  any 
question. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  attacking  the  conduct  of  the  party  opposed 
to  the  present  Government ;  and  if  that  did  not 
lead  to  a  debate  he  did  not  know  what  would. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  submit  to  the 
roling  of  the  Speaker  if  he  decided  he  was  out 
of  order ;  but  he  confessed  he  did  not  know  how 
to  draw  the  line  that  was  sought  to  be  drawn 
between  expressing  the  reasons  which  influ- 
anoed  him  to  join  the  Ministry,  and  the  debat- 
able matter  said  to  have  been  imported  into 
his  remarks.  He  would  now  conclude,  how- 
ever, the  motives  which  influenced  him  being 
(nfficiently  before  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  to  know  whether 
Mr.  Sewell  was  to  be  a  member  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  when  he  joined  the 
Ministry. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  could  not  make  further  ex- 
planations without  a  breach  of  confidence  ;  but 
be  would  state  that  Mr.  Sewell  was  to  fill  the 
o£Soe  of  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.  —  But  he  wUI  not  take 
the  oaths  of  office  as  a  Minister  until  he  is  a 
member  of  some  branch  of  the  Legislature  ? 

Mr.  FOX.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  WELD. — If  I  do  not  weary  the  patience 
of  the  Attorney-General,  I  will  put  another 
question.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ministry 
is  still  to  be  composed  of  seven  members  ? 

Mr.  FOX. — I  have  counted  heads,  and,  ac- 
oording  to  my  best  powers  of  calculation,  and 
according  to  Cocker,   it  will  consist  of  seven 

members.  

MILITIA. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  moved.  That,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  House,  it  is  inexpedient  to  call  out 
the  Militia  in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  and 
that  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency 
the  QovemoT  requesting  him  to  give  effect  to 
this  teiolation.  The  honourable  member,  in 
1861-0- 


support  of  his  motion,  argued  that  the  Militia 
bemg  called  out  in  the  wet  season  seriously 
interfered  with  farmers  putting  in  their  orops, 
and  would  also  drive  away  a  large  population 
to  the  gold-diggings. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  opposed  the  motion.  It 
was  a  matter  which  the  House  had  no  right  to 
interfere  vsdth — especially  locally  only — though 
they  might,  if  they  pleased,  repeal  the  Militia 
laws.  So  long  as  there  might  be  war  they 
should  be  prepared  for  it. 

Mr.  WELD  opposed  the  motion  on  similar 
grounds. 

Mr.  COLENSO  opposed  it  because  it  was  an 
interference  with  the  Executive,  and  because 
of  the  appearance  he  thought  it  would  have  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Natives. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  supported  and  Mr. 
O'NEILL  and  Mr.  HARRISON  opposed  the 
motion. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  opposed  the  motion 
being  put,  because  it  was  of  the  highest  inoon- 
vonienoe  that  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  day  should  be  called  on  to  affirm  or  nega- 
tive this  question.  Ho  trusted  the  mover 
would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Militia  had  been  called 
out  under  the  advice,  not  of  the  present,  but  of 
the  late  Government ;  and,  if  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  acted  with  greater  promptitude  on 
the  Militia  Act  of  last  session,  the  training  of 
the  Militia  might  have  been  efleoted  dunng  the 
summer  weather  instead  of  the  winter.  The 
position  of  the  Government  on  this  question 
was  precisely  as  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell):  they 
could  not  allow  themselves  to  be  fettered  in  the 
matter,  and,  if  the  resolution  were  carried, 
would  still  act  on  their  own  individual  responsi- 
bility. The  House  should  also  bear  in  mind 
that  His  Excellency  could  act  withont  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Ministers  ;  but  the  Government  would 
be  prepared  to  give  immediate  consideration  to 
the  question,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
member  would  not  press  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  trusted  the  honourable 
member  would  not  persevere  in  his  motion,  be- 
cause of  the  responsibility  it  would  impose  on 
the  Executive ;  and  it  would  be  a  gross  depar- 
ture from  the  duty  of  the  House  to  dictate  to 
the  Executive  what  ought  to  take  place  with  re- 
ference to  the  employment  of  the  local  forces. 
[The  honourable  member  then  proceeded  to 
explain  what  had  caused  the  delay  alluded  to 
by  the  Piemicr,  the  chief  reason  being  that 
they  could  not  have  proclaimed  the  new  law 
without  disorganizing  the  then  existing  Militia 
Force;  which  would  at  that  time  have  been 
very  undesirable,  because  of  the  position  of 
Auckland,  and  the  small  number  of  regular 
troops  then  available  for  its  defence.]  With  re- 
spect to  expediency,  he  was  not  aware  that  it 
was  more  convenient  to  the  country  that  the 
Militia  should  be  trained  in  smnmer  than  in 
winter,  similar  pressure  having  been  put  on  the 
Government  last  summer  because  hay-maJdng, 
&o.,  were  going  on. 

Mr.  CARLETON  opposed  the  motion,  be- 
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cause  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  in  reply 
to  His  Excellency's  messa^ie. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  said  that,  having  drawn 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  ques- 
tion, they  would  no  doubt  consider  the  most 
favourable  season  of  the  year  for  calling  the 
Militia  out  to  drill ;  and  ne  would  now,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVBS,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of 
the  Province  of  Marlborough,  praying  for  a  re- 
vision of  "  The  New  Provinces  Act,  1868,"  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Mr.  O'ROBKE,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  divide  the  Province  of  Auckland 
into  new  electoral  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Provincial  Council,  said  it  was 
a  Bill  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Auckland,  but  had  failed  to  receive 
His  Excellency's  assent  on  a  technical  point  of 
law  relating  to  the  making-up  of  the  rolls.  The 
Provincial  Council  would  expire  the  month 
after  next ;  so  that,  unless  the  House  interfered 
and  legalized  the  Act,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
revert  to  the  old  system  of  election.  The  Act 
divided  the  province  into  twelve  electoral  dis- 
tricts, according  to  the  division  by  the  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly. 
Bill  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 

STEAM  POSTAL  SERVICE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  requesting  His  Excellency  to 
gjve  effect  to  a  resolution  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply  that  a  sum  of  £3,000  be  placed  on 
the  estmiates  for  steam  service. 

FIRST  READING. 
Fenrioners'  Claims  Bill. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  ACT  EX- 
TENSION  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  the  Land 
Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  BiU  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, coiuisting  of  Mr.  C.  3.  Taylor,  Mr.  Firth, 
Mr.  Jollie,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Weld,  Mr.  Domett, 
Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  and  the 
mover. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
The  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill  waa 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  report  i^ade  an  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

SECOND  READING. 
Balneavis  Remission  Bill. 
Mr.  CarhUm 


NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATI0S8 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whab 
House  on  the  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regnlatiou 
Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  Hoose, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  Diseased  Cattle  BiU. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  at 
again. 

WANT  OP  CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  this 
House  has  not  confidence  in  His  ExcellencT's 
Responsible  Advisers. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  seconded  the  motion. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  whioh  the  follomng 
honourable  gentlemen  took  part:  Mr.  HAS- 
TELL,  Mr.  C0LEN80,  Mr.  RENALL,  Mr 
JOLLIE,  Mr.  McGLASHAN,  Mr.  KETTLK. 
Captain  FRASER,  Mr.  POX,  Mr.  DUiLON 
BELL,  Mr.  CARLETON,  Mr.  FIRTH,  Mt. 
WARD,  and  Mr.  WILSON. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  25. 

Atkinson 

Fraser               Richmond,  J.C. 

Bell 

Hall                    Rowley 

Butler 

Jollie                 Stafford 

Colenso 

Mason                Weld 

Cookson 

Nixon                 Wells 

Creyke 

O'Neill               Wilson. 

Curtis 

Ormond 

Domett 

Richmond,  A.J.        Teller. 

Firth 

Richmond.C.W.Russell. 

Noes,  26. 

Brandon 

Graham,  R.       Rhodes 

Carletooi 

Harrison            Saunders 

Carter 

Henderson         Taylor,  C.  J. 

Dick 

Kettle                Taylor,  W.  W. 

Eyes 

Mantell              White 

Feathers  ton 

McGlashan        Williamson 

Fitzherbert 

Mnnro,  J.           Wood. 

Fox 

O'Rorke                    Teller. 

Graham,  G. 

RenalL               Ward. 

Majority  against,  1. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  o'clock  p.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  2nd  Augtut,  1861. 

Besignatiou— New  Member— Law  Practitlonen  BU 
—First  Headings— Lost  Land-orders  BiU— Imml 
eonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  AmendmeDt  Bill— 
H&wke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Settlen  Bill- 
Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  AmeadOMB 
BUI.  

The  Hon.  the  Sfsakeb  took  the  chair  »t 
two  o'clock. 

BESIGNATION. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  he  had  received  a  communication  from 
the  Government  to  the  effect  that  B3s  Esoel- 
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lenoy  had  been  pleased  to  accept  the  resigna- 
tion ol  his  seat  in  this  Council  of  John  Anderson 
Oilfillan,  Esqoire,  of  Auckland. 

NEW  MEMBER. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the 
Cponcil  that  His  Excellency  had  been  pleased 
to  sominon  to  a  seat  in  this  Council  Henry 
Sewell,  Esq.,  of  Auckland,  who,  being  intro- 
duced by  the  Eon.  the  Speaker,  and  having 
taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  prescribed  by 
lav,  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER, 
it  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
(mested  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Law 
Practitioners  Bill ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swainson,  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  be  Managers  of  such  Con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amendment 
Bill,  New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claimants 
Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 

LOST  LAND-ORDERS  BILL. 
The  Lost  Land-orders  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  Council 
with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT  ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance 
Amendment  Bill  was  further  considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments. 

HAWKB'S  BAY  NAVAL  AND  MILITARY 
SETTLERS  BILL. 

The  Cocmeil  went  into  Committee  for  the 
foTther  consideration  of  the  Hawke's  Bay 
Naval  and  MiUtary  Settlers  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  again, 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRIATION 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Land  Revenue  Appropriation 
Act  Amendment  Bill. 
Debate  ensued. 

The  Hon.   Mr.   TANCRED   moved,   as  an 
amendment,  That   the    said  Bill  be  read    a 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 
The  Council  divided  on  the  amendment. 
Atss,  11. 
Aney  Kenny  Salmon 

Baillie  Richmond         Tanored 

Catfield  Russell,  A.  H.    Whitaker. 

Oibbes  Russell,  Watts 

Noss,  4. 
Johnston  Swainson. 

Sewell  Pollen 

Majority  for,  7. 


Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  gnd  August,  1861. 

International  Exhibition— Assistance  to  Natives- 
Appointment— Business  of  Session- Luid  Ques- 
tion—Privilege— Order  of  Business— Provincial 
Audit  Bill  (No.  2)-Law  Practitioners  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked,  What  steps  the  Go- 
vernment proposes  to  take  to  enable  the 
products  of  Now  Zealand  to  be  efficiently 
represented  at  the  International  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  1862?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  on  official  communication  had  been 
received  on  this  subject  from  the  Exhibition 
Commissioners  in  England;  and,  as  eXl  the 
other  colonies  were  most  likely  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Exhibition,  he  thought  consider- 
able disappointment  would  be  felt  if  New  Zea- 
land produce  was  not  forwarded  for  show  before 
the  assembled  world,  this  colony  having  been 
brought  very  much  into  public  notice  of  late. 
Owing  to  the  want  of  early  information  and 
organization,  and  the  absence  of  communica- 
tion in  1851,  the  products  of  New  Zealand, 
which  they,  knew  were  varied  and  valuable, 
were  hardly  represented  at  all.  He  believed 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  was  as  anxious  as  s^ny  other 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  House  that  the 
products  of  New  Zealand  should  be  fairly  repre- 
sented at  the  approaching  Exhibition  ;  and  no 
objection  would  be  made  to  appropriating  a 
reasonable  sum  from  the  public  funds  towuds 
defraying  the  cost. 

Mr.  FOX  said  His  Excellency  was  about  to 
issue  a  Commission  for  the  various  provinces 
to  carry  out  the  objects  contemplated  in  the 
communication  from  the  Exhibition  Commis- 
sioners in  1862.  The  Government  were  in  com- 
munication with  honourable  gentlemen  in  the 
House  to  learn  what  gentlemen  in  each  pro- 
vince ought  to  be  appointed  on  the  Commission, 
as  they  were  anxious  that  no  gentlemen  should 
bo  selected  but  those  whose  position  in  society, 
pursuits,  and  tastes  gave  a  guarantee  that  they 
would  efficiently  discharge  their  duties.  So 
soon  as  these  gentlemen  were  appointed  by 
His  Excellency,  they  would  be  put  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Royal  Commissioners. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  reply  was  highly 
satisfactory. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  NATIVES. 
Captain  ERASER  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  intend  doing  any- 
thing towards  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  much-neglected  Maoris  of  Moeraki  and 
Waikouaiti?    He   said  the  pledges  made  by 
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the  Govenuuent  to  these  Natives  had  been 
unredeemed,  and  all  theii  promises  broken. 
For  very  many  years  these  Natives  had  been 
left  altogether  without  teachers,  clergymen, 
and  medical  attendance,  although  all  these  had 
beoi  promised  many  years  ago  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  they  ceded  their  lands.  The  result 
had  been  that,  although  the  oldest  Maoris  in 
those  districts  were  educated  to  a  degree,  the 
latter  generation  had  been  allowed  to  attain 
maturity  almost  in  a  state  of  savagery.  He 
wished  to  know  when  the  pledges  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  be  redeemed  and  the  pro- 
mises fulfilled. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  no  delay  that  could  be 
avoided  would  be  allowed  to  intervene  before 
these  poor  Natives  had  justice  done  them.  He 
felt  bound  to  say,  however,  that,  when  the  facts 
were  brought  before  the  notice  of  his  prede- 
cessor (Mr.  Weld),  that  honourable  gentleman 
set  about  rectifying  the  crying  evils  vrith 
great  alacrity;  and  the  want  of  money  only 
prevented  him  accomplishing  his  purpose.  In 
fact,  that  want  prevented  the  late  Native 
Minister's  predecessor  in  office  doing  justice  to 
these  neglected  Natives ;  and  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, there  would  be  no  opposition  made  to  the 
vote  for  Native  purposes  when  it  came  to  be 
considered  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  KETTLE  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
in  Otago  Province  a  society  had  been  formed 
having  for  its  object  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  Maoris.  Operations  in  con- 
nection with  that  society  had  been  begun 
at  the  Native  settlement  at  Otago  Heads:  a 
teacher  had  been  appointed,  and  considerable 
advance  made  in  learning  by  the  Natives ;  but 
from  the  want  of  funds  the  society  had  not 
been  enabled  to  carry  out  the  same  coarse 
of  instruction  all  over  the  province,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  if  the  Native  Minister 
would  be  disposed  to  assist  that  institution. 

Mr.  MANTELL  beUeved  that  the  Otago 
society  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  Maoris  deserved  every  support.  It  had 
effected  much  good ;  and  he  would  be  haimy 
to  lender  it  all  the  assistance  he  could  from  the 
funds  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  House.  He 
thought  it  had  a  prior  claim  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Attorney-General, 
Whether  any  person  has  been  appointed  to 
the  office  of  Bmident  Magistrate  at  Lyttelton, 
vacated  by  Mr.  Gouland,  resigned ;  and,  if  no 
person  has  been  appointed,  what  arrangements 
are  in  cotatemplation  for  filling  up  the  vacancy  ? 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  office  had  not  yet 
been  vacated  by  the  gentleman  who  held  it. 

BUSINESS  OP  SESSION. 
Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  this  Honse  do  sit 
to-morrow  (Saturday)  and  Monday  next,  at 
noon  each  day.  He  expressed  the  hope  that 
every  hour  would  be  devoted  to  the  despatch 
of  business.  This  was  the  more  necessary 
owing  to  the  gold  discoveries  in  Otago.  Ar- 
rangements were  being  made  with  the  agents 
of  the  steamer  to  detain  her,  if  possible,  till 
Captain  Prater 


Friday  next,  when  he  hoped  the  public  bnsi- 
ness  would  be  so  far  advanced  as  to  allow  the 
southern  members  to  return  to  their  own 
homes. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  this  motion  would 
hardly  meet  the  end  desired.  There  would  be 
no  disposition  on  the  part  of  his  side  of  tltt 
House,  during  the  session,  to  disturb  the  con- 
duct of  business.  He  believed  that  a  delay  of 
twenty-four  hours  only  could  be  secured  in  the 
sailing  of  the  steamer ;  and,  if  the  honourable 
members  wore  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  that 
would  involve  a  prorogation  on  Tuesday.  He 
found  that  there  were  twenty-seven  Bills  be- 
fore both  Houses,  in  addition  to  the  estimates, 
besides  a  Bill  on  election  petitions  that  was 
to  be  brought  in  by  the  Oovemment.  Tlie 
Ministry  also  had  promised  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  constitution  of  juries ;  and  tiiere  was  a 
measure  for  t)ie  appropriation  of  the  public 
debts  between  the  Provinces  of  Wellington  and 
Hawke's  Ba^.  Add  to  this  that  these  Bills 
must  be  prmted  and  assented  to  by  tiie  Go- 
vernor before  the  prorogation ;  and  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  Legislative  Coondl 
passed  a  resolution  last  year  declaring  that 
they  would  not  take  up  Bills  at  a  late  period  of 
the  session.  These  were  mechanical  obstzno- 
tions  only,  to  which  he  would  not  add  ;  bat  he 
wished  to  see  the  principle  on  which  the  paUic 
expenditure  was  to  be  controlled  before  the 
House  went  on  with  the  supplies.  He  thongbt 
that  reasons  existed  why  some  honooiable 
members  should  return  to  their  homes ;  bat  he 
was  of  opinion  also  that  there  should  not  be  a 
prorogation  till  the  27tb  of  August,  whm  the 
next  mail  arrived.  There  were  important 
matters  before  the  English  Peurliament,  afieot- 
ing  the  colony,  and  tiiey  had  also  been  in- 
formed that  Sir  George  Grey  had  been  intrusted 
vrith  the  fate  of  the  Native  Cooncil  BiU ;  tad 
therefore  it  was  importsmt  that  the  Hooss 
should  be  in  session  when  the  next  despatdies 
arrived  from  England,  and  also  that  Sir  George 
Grey  should  meet  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
on  his  arrival.  The  southern  members  mi^t 
be  relieved  from  their  duties,  but  he  h<^ed 
the  Government  would  not  prorogua  the 
House. 

Mr.  FOX  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  the  candid  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  met ;  and,  if  the  motion  he  now 
proposed  was  agreed  to,  he  would  be  }»epued 
next  day  to  state  what  course  the  GoTemment 
would  aidopt. 

Mr.  DICK,  Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND,  and  Cap- 
tain ERASER  briefly  addressed  the  House  rela- 
tive to  the  general  business;  and  the  moticn 
was  agreed  to. 

LAND  QUESTION. 

On  the  motion  of  Captain  ERASER,  it  wta 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  coines 
of  all  correspondence  relating  to  the  recent 
Church  Lands  Ordinance  of  Otago. 

On  the  motion  of  Captain  FRASEB,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table 
copies  of  any  correspondence  in  the  hands  of 
the  General  Government  relating  to  the  poweis 
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of  the  Saperintendent  of  Otago  over  the  Town 
Belt  of  Dunedin. 

PRIVILEGE. 

ADJOUBHKD  DEBATE. 

The  debate  was  resomcd  on  the  question, 
"That  a  letter  in  the  Aucklattder  newspaper, 
pabli^ed  on  the  1st  August  instant,  is  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House." 

Motion  withdrawn. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  FriTileges 
be  appointed  ;  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Carleton ; 
with  orders  to  report  generally  from  time  to 
time.  Also,  to  consider  the  special  question 
of  privilege  raised  by  Mr.  Dillon  Bell  on  the 
Ist  instant ;  to  report  this  day  week. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed, 
That  Orders  of  the  Day  Nos.  5  to  12,  inclusive, 
be  postponed. 

PBOVINCIAIi  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 

ADJOCBNED  DEBATK. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  did  not  object  to  the 
general  principle  of  this  Bill,  but  he  objected  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Auditor  by  the  Provin- 
cial Council.  His  opinion  was  that  the  House 
would  not  be  doing  their  duty,  and  would  not 
succeed  in  effectuating  a  proper  control  over 
illegal  expenditure,  if  they  did  not  make  that 
appointment  in  some  degree  dependent  on  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  Oovcrnor.  His  objec- 
tion, however,  would  not  be  so  strong  if  the 
Auditor,  instead  of  being  absolutely  appointed 
by  the  Provincial  Council,  were  appointed  by 
the  Oovemor  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Council;  though  it  would  be  most  desirable  to 
vest  the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernor himself.  He  wished  that,  while  a  neces- 
sary control  should  bo  placed  over  expenditure 
of  public  money,  yet  that  proper  respect  should 
be  shown  to  Superintendents  and  Provincial 
Councils,  who  were  the  fitting  and  proper  re- 
cipients of  public  money  in  the  provinces,  and 
should  have  a  principal  voice  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  that  money.  Having  committed  to  the 
provinces  the  control  of  their  land  and  other 
nmds,  it  was  not  the  part  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  interfere  unduly  with  the  action 
of  those  parties;  and  he  should  therefore  object 
to  any  restrictions  being  applied  to  them  which 
it  was  not  desirable  to  apply  to  the  General 
Government. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  should  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  reserving  to  himself 
the  right  of  deciding  upon  it  after  it  came  out 
of  Committee,  and,  if  acceptable,  the  other  Bill 
would  be  discharged;  if  not,  he  should  be  at 
Uberty  to  press  the  second  reading  of  Bill  No.  1. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  the  remarks  made  by 
the  honoorable  member  for  Timaru.  In  aU 
bodies  Englishmen  had  recognized  the  neces- 
sity of  a  certain  amount  of  controlling  checks, 
which  could  not  be  imputed  as  a  slight  agtunst 
the  parties  on  whom  imposed.    Such  checks 


were  exercised  over  the  Ministry  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  over  the  directors  of  the  lagest  com- 
panies. He  therefore  trusted  that,  in  establish- 
ing a  system  of  checks  for  controlling  public  ex- 
penditure, those  gentlemen  who  acted  with  him 
would  not  be  understood  to  impute  anything  to 
the  officers  on  whom  suoh  checks  imposed.  He 
was  prepared  to  support  amendments  in  the 
appomtment  of  Auditors  instead  of  that  mode 
proposed  in  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth,  who  had  stated  in  bringing 
it  down  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  mode 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  those  officers, 
and  that  he  wished  that  a  more  judicial  charac- 
ter should  be  given  to  tho  appointment.  There 
were  two  modes  of  doing  this.  The  one  he 
would  support  was  that  the  Auditors  should  be 
appointed  uy  the  Governor,  not  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Provincial  Council  alone,  bnt 
on  the  joint  recommendation  of  the  Provincial 
Council  and  the  Superintendent.  An  officer  so 
appointed  would  be  placed  in  the  position 
which  it  was  desirable  a  functionary  of  this 
kind  should  occupy ;  and  he  trusted  this  course 
would  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  The  officer  so  appointed 
shoi:dd  only  be  removable  on  a  vote  of  the 
Council,  either  by  an  absolute  majority  or  a 
majority  of  two-thirds.  He  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  concluding  clauses  of  Bill  No.  2,  and 
he  would  only  consent  to  them  with  the  addi- 
tion of  words  to  provide,  in  the  event  of  any 
case  having  to  go  before  a  Court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  that  the  jury  trying  it  should  not 
be  a  jury  sitting  in  the  provuico  where  the  case 
arose.  Ho  should  say  no  more  at  present,  but 
would  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  reserving 
to  himself  the  right  to  take  such  after-action 
as  ho  might  think  advisable. 

Mr.  WARD  was  glad  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  consented  to  go  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill,  for  it  was  in  Committee  that  these 
clauses  could  be  best  considered.  He  then 
contrasted  tho  two  Bills,  and  said  the  sole 
difference  between  tho  two  measures  was  the 
appointment  of  the  Auditors.  The  question 
was,  whether  tho  Provincial  Government  or 
the  General  Government  should  appoint  the 
Anditor.  He  would  at  once  remove  the  name 
of  the  Superintendent  from  having  a  voice  in 
the  appointment  of  tho  Auditor,  who  was  to 
check  tuo  Superintendent's  own  act.  Then  the 
question  came  whether  it  was  right  that  the 
Provincial  Council  should  have  the  appoint- 
ment. Now,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  right 
they  should  be  liable  to  see  how  the  public 
money  was  spent;  and  it  was  from  the  ab- 
sence of  that  power  in  the  Provincial  Councils 
hitherto  that  the  Superintendents  had  been 
enabled  to  spend  money  illegally.  He  thought 
this  check  could  be  best  effected  by  the  Coun- 
cils appointing  an  officer  of  their  own.  Another 
objection  that  might  be  made  was,  it  was  not 
right  to  vest  the  appointment  of  a  public 
servant  in  a  Legislative  Assembly.  But  then 
it  was  apparent  that  the  Provincial  Auditor 
was  an  officer  of  the  House,  and  had  no  execu- 
tive duties.  The  Auditor  was  the  eye  and  hand 
and  month  of  tho  Provincial  Ooonoil,  who  was 
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bound  to  see  that  the  money  was  properly  ex- 
pended during  each  recess;  and  he  would  be 
empowered  to  go  where  the  Council  could  not. 
The  objection  to  the  appointment  vesting  in 
tiie  General  Oovemmeut  was  this :  that  they 
oould  not  possibly  have  proper  men  at  their 
command.  He  objected  to  the  Auditor  being 
required  to  take  an  oath,  but  a  bond  might  be 
necessary,  although,  his  dutiesbeing  ministerial 
merely,  that  was  not  absolutely  requisite.  He 
(Mr.  Ward)  objected  to  the  Superintendents 
having  the  power  of  removing  the  Auditors,  and 
Uiouf^t  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  should  consent  to  his  dismissal 
before  the  Auditor  could  be  removed  from 
office.  That  would  provide  a  check  on  the 
Superintendents,  and  give  the  connecting  link 
between  the  Councils  and  public  expenditure 
which  did  not  now  exist.  He  thought  there 
should  be  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Superin- 
tendents to  spend  a  certain  limited  sum  with- 
out appropriation ;  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  fix  teat  amount.  If  a  large  expenditure  was 
required,  the  Provincial  Council  should  be 
called  together.  If  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  he  would  suggest  a  mode 
of  punishment  for  illegally  expendmg  the  pub- 
lic money.  The  Bill  under  discussion  pro- 
vided that  a  civil  action  should  lie  for  re- 
covery. That  was  hardly  right  on  principle. 
The  principle  for  the  House  to  go  upon  was, 
that  an  Appropriation  Act  was  a  law ;  that  the 
breach  of  that  law  was  a  crime,  subjecting  the 
perpetrator  to  a  penalty.  Ho  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute, iuRtcad  of  the  latter  part  of  clause  14, 
providing  for  a  statement  of  accoimts  showing 
the  legal  and  illegal  expenditure,  a  provision 
that,  in  case  of  illegal  expenditure  and  failure 
to  account  for  the  pubho  money,  the  Trea- 
surer should  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £100, 
recoverable  summarily  by  the  Provincial  Audi- 
tor ;  providing  that  no  process  for  the  recovery 
■honld  be  begun  except  on  the  vote  of  the 
absolute  majority  of  the  Council.  That  would 
inatire  a  check  on  the  Treasurer,  who  would 
not  make  advances  to  the  Superintendent  ex- 
cept he  was  indemnified,  and  those  advances 
should  not  be  to  any  great  amount.  [The 
honourable  member  then  went  on  to  refer  to 
the  Audit  Act  Amendment  Bill,  and  said  he 
proposed  to  place  the  Minister,  Treasurer,  and 
Auditor  of  the  General  Government  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Superintendent,  Trea- 
surer, and  Provincial  Auditor,  giving  the  House 
the  right  to  order  prosecutions  for  recovery  in 
the  saane  way  as  the  Provincial  Councils.'] 

Mr.  BRANDON  said,  "A  plague  on  both 
your  Bills  I "  He  considered  it  was  a  piece  of 
impudent  intermeddling  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  demand  accounts  of  the  Provincial 
Governments,  and  declare  that  officers  should 
be  appointed  for  a  check  on  expenditure  with- 
out appropriation.  Some  of  the  provinces  hod 
already  appointed  Auditors.  The  Provincial 
'Council  of  Wellington  had  appointed  three  in 
its  first  session.  For  the  House  to  appoint 
that  a  salary  should  be  paid  weis  an  illegal 
appropriation  of  provincial  moneys.  All  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  do  was  to  enact  that, 
Mr.  Ward 


if  money  were  spent  without  appropriation,  a 
majority  of  four-fifths  of  the  douncil  might 
order  the  Superintendent  to  be  prooeeded 
against  to  recover  a  penalty.  And  the  Speaker 
of  the  Council  should  sue  for  it  —  not  the 
Auditor.  He  also  objected  to  the  Sab-Trear 
surer  of  the  General  Government  being  made 
responsible :  the  Minister  alone  should  1^  made 
answerable.  Also,  there  should  be  no  power  in 
the  Governor  to  remit  the  penalty  inmcted  on 
a  Minister  for  illegal  expenditure. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  unsparingly  criticised 
both  Bills,  and  referred  to  amendments  he 
should  propose  in  Committee.  He  would  pro- 
pose that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  should  be 
limited  in  time,  say  to  two  years.  He  to<Jc 
ptirticular  exception  to  the  Auditor  being, 
under  any  circumstances,  pud  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  He  thought  that  the  duties 
of  the  Auditor  and  Controller  should  be  kept 
separate,  and  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Coimcil 
might  perform  the  duties  of  the  latter.  B» 
thought  that  the  cases  of  criminal  and  un- 
authorized expenditure  were  jumbled  together 
too  mucli  in  both  Bills,  and  that,  if  oa8«s  of 
unauthorized  expenditure  were  allowed  to  be 
taken  before  the  Supreme  Court,  it  would  be 
making  political  Judges  of  them.  A  breach  of 
appropriation  was  not  a  crime ;  it  was  a 
political  offence  till  politically  absolved  :  and 
a  political  body— as  the  Provincial  Council  — 
alone  should  be  judges  of  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  thought  sufficient  distinction 
was  not  made  between  criminal  and  unau- 
thorized appropriation.  Also,  he  did  not  think 
the  General  Government  could  be  placed  in 
the  same  position  as  the  Provincial  Oovem- 
ment ;  for  Ministers  could  not  call  the  House 
together  more  than  once  a  year ;  and  suoh  im- 
mediate action  might  be  necessary — especially 
with  reference  to  the  Native  question — that  it 
would  not  be  right  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a 
majority  of  one  to  punish  a  Minister  for  taking 
money  from  the  public  purse  without  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  DICE  characterized  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Porirua  as  Provincial- 
ism run  wild.  They  were  now  at  a  crisis  when 
they  must  take  a  step  to  save  Provincialism. 
If  the  session  went  by  without  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  being  passed  Provincialism  would  not 
be  benefited.  The  BUI  introduced  by  the  l&ke 
Government  was  such  in  many  respects  as  he 
could  not  readily  adopt ;  and  the  BiU  of  the 
present  Government  was  not  much  better, 
but,  carefully  considered  in  Committee,  might 
be  made  a  good  Bill.  He  agreed  with  former 
speakers'  strictures  on  the  14th  clause,  whioh 
most  unfairly  gave  the  same  punishment  to  a 
party  who  put  provincial  funds  into  his  own 
pocket  and  to  one  who,  merely  without  an> 
thority,  expended  money  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  such  was  not  the 
case,  but  that  the  case  of  money  criminally 
spent  was  provided  for  by  anoUier  clause— 
the  ISth. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  a^ 

f  ointment  of  the  Auditors  should  be  left  to  the 
rovincial  Council.    With  regard  to  the  14«h 
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oUrase,  lemaxked  on  with  so  mnch  severity  by 
the  bonouiable  member  for  the  Hatt,  the  Bill 
would  be  utterly  useless  without  it;  for  it 
would  be  no  use  to  say  that  the  Provincial 
Council  should  appoint  an  Auditor  unless 
machinery  were  provided  by  which  he  should 
be  paid  ;  and,  if  the  Provincial  Council  should 
refuse  to  pay  the  Auditor,  the  General  Govern- 
ment must  step  in  and  provide  the  salary,  to 
be  charged  to  the  Provincial  Governments.  He 
.also  thought  it  was  necessary  that  some  dis- 
cretion should  be  given  to  Superintendents, 
whose  business  it  was  to  colonize  the  country 
and  conduct  public  works ;  but,  however  tightly 
they  might  choose  to  fetter  the  General  Oo- 
vemment,  no  serious  inconvenience  to  the 
public  service  could  arise. 

Mr.  WBLD  referred  to  the  meaning  of  Re- 
sponsible Government — meaning  the  personal 
hability  of  the  Government  for  any  illegal  ac- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  alleged  necessity  of 
allowing  Executives  to  put  their  hands  in 
the  chest,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  obey  the  law,  and  the  duty  of  those  who 
provided  the  funds  to  leave  a  margin  to  their 
Executive.  If  it  were  asked,  "  Then  what  is 
the  use  of  the  law  7  "  the  answer  was,  "  Not 
to  prevent  that  latitude,  but  to  put  it  on  a 
legal  footing."  Any  Legislature  woiHd  con- 
sider that  necessity,  and  act  accordingly. 

After  some  remarks  from  Captain  FRASBR 
and  Mr.  McGLASHAN,  the  Bill  wOs  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  the  main  points  of 
this  Bill  had  not  yet  been  touched  upon  at  all. 
There  was  a  great  distinction  between  the  pro- 
vinces and  the  Provincial  Governments,  and  all 
the  arguments  used  had  referred  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments  ;  but  it  was  the  business 
of  the  House  to  defend  the  provinces  from  the 
Provincial  Governments — the  governed  from 
those  who  governed  them.  The  honourable 
member  for  Lyttelton  hod  proposed  checks 
which  were  of  a  trifling  nature  and  would 
be  easily  burst  through ;  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Porirua  desired  no  control  at  all ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr. 
Fitzherbert)  had  laid  down  no  clear  prin- 
ciple, but  appeared  to  declare  that,  if  the  pro- 
vinces failed  to  deal  properly  with  the  money, 
then,  and  then  only,  the  General  Government 
should  step  in.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  laid  down 
a  dear  prmcijple — namely,  that  the  Governor 
himself  should  appoint  the  Auditor ;  but,  failing 
the  snccess  of  that  proposition,  he  would  be 
willing  to  leave  it  to  the  Speaker,  as  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt.  The 
only  protection  the  governed  in  the  provinces 
coidd  have  against  those  who  governed  them 
was  in  the  appointment  of  the  Auditor,  who 
should  be  perfectly  independent,  and  able  to 
say  to  the  Provincial  Government,  "  Between 
me  and  thee  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed." 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  money  belonged  to 
the  people,  by  whom  the  Provincial  Councils 
were  elected,  and  it  might  therefore  be  said 
that  the  CoonoU  should  create  the  requisite 


checks  over  the  expenditure  of  the  pnblio 
money;  but  that  would  be  liable  to  abuse 
by  a  factious  majority  of  the  Council,  who 
might  appoint  a  mere  tool,  to  worry  the  Su- 
perintendent. Rejecting  that  principle,  they 
came  to  this  House,  also  elected  by  and  repre- 
senting the  people ;  and,  as  the  Ministry  of 
the  day  represented  the  majority  of  the  House, 
he  argued  that  they  should  appoint  the  Pro- 
vincial Auditors. 

Mr.  COLENSO  thought  the  Bills  proposed 
were  both  good  ones,  and  no  doubt  the  ^nse, 
out  of  the  two,  would  make  a  very  good  Bill. 
[He  then  proceeded  at  some  length  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Porirua  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt,  arguing  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.] 

Mr.  CURTIS  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Government. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  ait 
again. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed, 
That  a  Free  Conference  be  held  with  the  Legis- 
lative Council  on  the  subject  of  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  in  the  Law  Prac- 
titioners Bill ;  and  that  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  0omett,  and 
Mr.  MoGlashan  be  the  Managers  of  snoh 
Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  a  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATTVES. 
Saturday,  3rd  Auguit,  1861. 

War  Loan  — Land  QQestion  — Bill  Discharged— Se- 
cond Beading— AuoUand  Bapresentation  Bill— 
Mew  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill, 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock ' 

Pbatebs. 

WAR  LOAN. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  copies  of  all 
correspondence  relative  to  the  negotiation  of 
the  loan  authorized  to  be  raised  bv  "  The  New 
Zealand  Loan  Act,  1860."  He  observed  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  would  remember  that  he  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford) had  asked  for  this  information  before ;  but 
probably  in  the  multiplicity  of  business  it  had 
escaped  the  honourable  gentleman's  memory. 
He  (Mr.  Stafford)  had  twice  made  inquiries  con- 
cerning this  business.  On  the  first  occasion 
the  honourable  member,  in  reply,  said  they  had 
not  come  to  hand ;  the  second  time  he  replied 
that  the  papers  had  arrived,  but  he  could  not 
lay  them  on  the  table  of  the  House  until  ha 
had  consulted  his  colleagues.  He  (Mr.  Stafford) 
had  a  particular  reason  for  asking  for  this  cor- 
respondence, owing  to  a  private  communication 
he  had  received  which  referred  to  this  matter, 
which  made  him  anxious  to  learn  whether  the 
ofiScial  papers  corresponded  exactly  with  the 
statement  mode  in  his  private  letter. 
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Hi.  fox  said  that  a  letter  had  been  received 
from  the  Agent-Oeneral  stating  that  tenders 
had  been  advertised  for  in  all  the  leading  papers, 
incloding  the  Times ;  that  on  opening  them 
only  £25,000  was  found  to  be  applied  for,  of 
which  £6,000  was  doubtful,  leaving  only  £19,000 
taken  up  at  the  latest  date.  The  late  Govern- 
ment was  aware  that  half  the  amount  of  this 
loan  had  been  advanced  in  the  colony  by  the 
Union  Bank  of  Australia  before  they  left  office, 
and  £10,000  more  had  been  advanced  from  the 
same  source  to  the  new  Government.  On 
receipt  of  the  late  news  the  Government  had 
an  interview  with  the  Inspector  of  the  Bank, 
who  bad  very  liberally  offered  to  continue  ad- 
vances at  the  rate  of  £10,000  a  month,  if  re- 
quired, believing  that  before  this  the  loan 
would  have  been  taken  up  at  Home.  Should  it 
prove  otherwise,  arrangements  would  have  to 
be  made  hereafter. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  desired  that  the  instructions 
to  the  Agent  with  reference  to  the  negotiation 
for  the  loan  should  form  part  of  the  papers. 
Did  ho  understand  the  honourable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  that  the  Union 
Bank  of  Australia  would  take  up  the  loan  on 
their  own  account  ? 

Mr.  POX  understood  that  the  Bank  offered 
to  taJce  up  the  loan  itself. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— On  what  terms  ? 

Mr.  FOX.— At  £101 :  15s.  premium. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  QUESTION. 

Mr.  KETTLE  moved  for  copy  of  all  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  and  the 
Assistant  Native  Secretary  at  Otago  relative  to 
the  subdivision  of  land  and  individualization  of 
Native  title  in  the  Native  Beserve  at  the  heads 
of  Otago  Harbour.  The  honourable  member, 
in  support  of  this  motion,  said  there  was  a 
sooiefy  in  Otago  having  for  its  object  the  im- 
provement  of  the  Natives  morally  and  socially ; 
uiat  theit  attention  had  been  directed  to  this 
subject ;  and  that  the  Natives  were  extremely 
desirous  of  having  their  lands  subdivided  among 
themselves ;  and  it  was  considered  very  desir- 
able that  this  should  be  done,  as  it  would  tend 
more  to  their  elevation  than  anything  else. 
They  had  a  map  of  the  reserve  amongst  them- 
selves drawn  out  in  pencil-lines.  He  had  not 
heard  whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  to 
have  it  surveyed. 

Mr.  MANTELL  seconded  the  motion,  and 
informed  the  honourable  the  mover  that  the 
District  Surveyor  would  be  ordered  to  cany 
out  the  survey. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BELL  DISOHABGED. 
Besident  Magistrates'  Extension  of  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  Revival  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Auckland  Immigration  Certiflcato  BiU. 

AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Mr.  O'RORKE,  in  asking  the  House  to  sanc- 
tion the  second  reading  of  this  BiU,  explained 


that  it  had  passed  through  the  Aackland  Fto- 
vincial  Council,  but  did  not  receive  the  SMMit 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  owing  to  a 
technical  objection.  It  provided  that  the  nUa 
laid  down  by  the  Genenu  Assembly  sboola  be 
foUowed.  There  was  no  real  difference  between 
the  two  Bills  with  regard  to  the  form«tian  of 
the  roU.  He  had  spoken  to  most  of  the  Auck- 
land members  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  with 
their  concurrence  ho  moved  the  second  reading 
of  this  BiU. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  to  know  whether 
this  BiU  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  passed 
by  the  Auckland  Provincial  Council. 

Mr.  Stafford  and  Mr.  O'Rorke  consulted  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  it  was  proposed  to 
add  a  few  words  of  explanation  in  the  pre- 
amble. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  had  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  re- 
gretted that  he  had  been  unable  to  advise  Hii 
Excellency  to  give  his  assent  to  the  one  pssiwl 
by  the  Council.  The  same  thing  as  was  jxo- 
poscd  to  be  done  by  this  BiU  had  been  done  bj 
an  Act  of  the  Assembly ;  but  there  was  a  eon- 
flict  in  language  between  the  two  Bills.  He 
approved  of  the  plan — as  he  thought  it  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect  in  creating  harmony 
between  the  Provincial  Legislatures  and  this 
House — for  Provincial  Councils,  in  regard  to  aU 
BiUs  to  which  they  could  not  give  legal  effect, 
to  prepare  them  and  send  them  up  to  this 
House :  if  this  course  were  adopted  it  would 
tend  to  prevent  mistakes  in  details.  He  never- 
theless maintained  that  this  House  oould  not 
and  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  legislating 
on  any  question  affecting  the  colony  at  large, 
or  of  a  local  character,  though  the  wonls  "  im- 
pudent "  and  "  assumption  "  had  been  applied 
to  their  meddling  with  purely  provincial  ques- 
tions; still,  in  consequence  of  the  local  know- 
lodge  of  the  Coimcils,  the  preparing  of  Bills  on 
local  questions  by  them  wotdd  be  most  likely 
to  insure  correctness  in  detaUs  and  produce 
harmony  between  the  two  Legislatures.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  General  Assembly  would 
attempt  to  alter  Bills  that  were  brought  up 
with  care :  they  would  either  pass  them  as  they 
were  sent,  or  say  at  once  that  the  subjects  were 
such  as  that  House  would  not  legislate  upon, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  better  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Provincial  Councils. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  asked  whether  any 
power  had  been  given  in  the  BiU  for  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  to  repeal  or  change  it  if  found 
necessary.  The  same  general  rules  should  be 
passed  which  should  be  binding  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  BRANDON  trusted  that  when  the  Bill 
was  in  Committee  a  fuU  explanation  would  be 
given,  as  the  subject  was  one  which  should  be 
left  entirely  with  the  Provincial  Council  to  de«l 
with. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  expressed  his  intention  of  sup- 
porting the  Bill ;  but  objected  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  members,  as  he  found  that  the  Dis- 
trict of  Marsden,  numbering  about  two  hun- 
dred electors,  sent  three  members,  while  the 
Northern  Division  numbered  six  hundred  elec- 
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ton  moA  only  aent  five  memben.  He  hoped 
■ome  alteration  wonld  be  made  in  this  re- 
Bpeot,  and  that  clause  i  would  be  modified  in 
Cionunittee. 

Mr.  WIIililAMSON  oould  hold  out  no  hopes 
to  the  honontable  member  for  the  Northern 
Division  in  relation  to  the  alterations  which  he 
tefened  to,  as  a  similar  Bill  had  been  very  care- 
folly  considered  by  the  Provincial  Couacil  of 
Auckland,  and  the  distribution  of  members  was 
the  same  as  it  was  in  their  own  Bill.  With  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  members,  and  to  the 
Northern  Division  sending  only  five  members, 
he  wonld  beg  to  remind  them  that  Marsden 
was  in  the  whole  a  very  large  district,  extending 
over  a  great  area  of  country,  and  containing 
several  centres  of  population.  There  were  the 
Waipn,  Mongonui,  and  Whangturei  Districts.  It 
was  an  understanding  that  the  centres  would 
return  a  member  each;  that  the  members 
wonld  of  course  be  acquainted  in  some  degree 
with  each  other's  localities,  as  it  related  to  the 
Waipn  and  Whangarei;  but,  with  regard  to 
Hongonni,  it  was  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles 
from  Whangarei,  there  was  a  range  of  hills 
between  them,  and  each  of  these  widely- 
seattered  places  had  their  own  particular  wants. 
When  a  question  arose  in  Council  as  to  the 
distribntion  of  the  money  to  make  roads  and  to 
cax^  out  other  improvements,  each  district 
would  be  represented. 

Mr.  WOOD  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  There 
were  two  rival  schemes  before  the  Council, 
which  created  considerable  excitement.  Ho 
thought  that  the  Bill  contained  as  fair  a  distri- 
bntion  of  members  as  could  have  been  hit  upon 
by  anybody.  He  would  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  should  object  to  any 
alterations  being  made  in  the  distribution  of 
members. 

Mr.  O'NBTtx  rose  to  speak,  but  the  Speaker 
reminded  him  that,  unless  his  remarks  were 
merely  to  explain,  he  would  be  out  of  order. 

Hr.  CABLBTON,  referring  to  the  practice 
hitherto  pursued  by  the  General  Le^latnre 
enacting  laws  referring  to  particular  provinces, 
assumed  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  opinion 
to  the  contrary  expressed  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  it  was  jnst.  He  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  distribution  of  representatives  for 
different  districts  in  the  province  should  not 
be  rearranged,  though  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
nmnbers  to  be  apportioned  to  each,  and  should 
probably  not  have  to  vote  on  the  matter.  He 
thought  that  each  division  of  a  district  should 
have  its  own  members,  as  being  both  most  con- 
venient and  most  in  accordance  with  principle. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NEW  PBOVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  the  intention  of  this 
Bill  waa  to  prevent  the  creation  of  any  new 
province.  It  made  no  provision  for  reannexa- 
tion.  It  was  extremely  desirable  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  should  not  be  left  in  the 
tame  position  as  the  late  Government  was 
in  this  respect.  Under  the  existing  Act  the 
QoTMiuneot  had  no  choice  in  the  matter.   If 


an  application  was  made,  and  the  conditions 
complied  with,  they  had  no  power  to  prevent 
the  creation  of  a  new  province.  The  honour- 
able member  alluded  to  the  strong  feeling  on 
this  subject  which  prevailed  at  the  end  of  the 
last  session,  and  the  desire  of  the  honourable  - 
member  for  Invercargill  that  the  Act  should  b« 
in  operation  during  the  recess ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment were  left  without  any  choice  in  the 
matter  so  long  as  the  present  Act  was  in  force. 
The  Government  did  not  make  this  a  Minis- 
terial ({uestion ;  the  majority  of  honourable 
members  in  the  Government  were  in  favour 
of  its  beine  left  an  open  question.  He  begged 
to  move  the  second  readmg  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  CABLETON  having  been  one  of  the 
strongest  supporters  of  the  New  Provinces  Act, 
and  wishing  to  record  the  fact  that  his  views 
had  undergone  no  change,  begged  to  move,  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  COLENSO  thought  the  present  Bill,  in- 
stead of  merely  making  alterations  in  the  New 
Provinces  Act,  or  in  any  way  to  improve  it, 
went  for  the  destruction  of  the  Act  altogether. 
[The  honourable  member  justified  this  opinion 
hy  a  separate  clause,  which  he  held  in  his  nand. 
Thin  clause  had  been  printed  with  the  intention 
of  being  inserted  in  the  Bill  in  Committee.] 

Sir.  FOX  rose  and  informed  the  honourablo 
member  that  the  Government  had  not  brought 
forward  that  clause. 

Mr.  COLENSO,  still  believing  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  intended  the  destruction  of  the  New 
Provinces  Act  altogether,  instead  of  amending 
it,  informed  the  House  of  his  determination  to 
oppose  the  Bill  both  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
and  in  Committee,  and  he  should  most  cordially 
second  the  amendment  for  the  Bill  to  be  read 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  FOX  again  reminded  the  honourable 
member  that  the  present  Bill  had  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  New  Provinces  Act  than 
to  prevent  any  more  creations  under  the  pre- 
sent machinery. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  was  always  in  favour  of  the 
Provincial  Governments — he  considered  them 
the  most  useful  part  of  the  machinery,  when 
they  were  properly  carried  out,  in  bringing  a 
sufficient  number  of  immigrants  to  this  colony ; 
but  this  could  not  be  done  so  efficiently  by  sub- 
dividing it  into  small  provinces.  The  small 
provinces  wonld  not  be  able  to  open  up  the 
country,  to  make  roads,  and  construct  bridges, 
as  their  revenues  would  be  swallowed  up  in 
salaries;  indeed,  we  had  already  an  army  of 
salaried  officers.  The  money  that  would  be 
expended  in  additional  salE^es  would  be  more 
profitably  employed  in  making  improvements 
in  the  country.  He  thought  the  House  should 
decide  when  a  new  province  should  be  created. 
If  four-fifths  of  the  electors  applied  for  re- 
annexation  it  ought  to  be  given  them.  Per- 
manent improvements  would  be  better  accom- 
plished by  keeping  to  the  originallv-defined 
boundaries  tlum  they  could  be  by  lessening 
them. 

Mr.  HABRISON  considered  the  New  Pro- 
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Tinoes  Act  was  a  blow  at  the  ProvinoiaJ  Qo- 
Temment  at  Wellington  by  reducing  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  he  thought  that  in  doing  so  a  very 
great  injustice  had  been  done  by  the  late  Qo- 
vemment. 

Mr.  DICK  did  not  think  that  any  measure 
could  possibly  be  less  favourable  to  the  pro- 
vince he  had  the  honour  to  represent  than  the 
New  Provinces  Act.  He  did  not  think  there 
could  be  anything  less  objectionable  to  the 
electors  of  Otago  than  this  Bill,  which  was 
now,  he  hoped,  about  to  be  amended — yes, 
he  would  say  amended — so  as  to  repair  the 
spoliation  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  them. 
So  far  as  Otago  was  concerned,  that  Act  was 
not  only  a  blow,  but  a  very  severe  blow,  at 
Provincialism.  The  expenses  of  the  small  pro- 
vinces were  most  frightful.  It  prevented  the 
proper  carrying-out  of  necessary  public  works 
— such  as  roads,  bridges,  and  other  require- 
ments— because,  when  divided,  almost  all  the 
revenue  was  absorbed  in  paying  the  salaries  of 
Superintendent,  Commissioner,  clerks,  &o.  [In 
illustration  of  this,  the  honourable  member 
said  that  one  of  the  small  provinces  was  in 
a  most  melancholy  state  for  want  of  cash  to 
carry  on  the  government.  In  this  case  they 
had  not  only  inflicted  injury  on  the  people  in 
the  small  province,  but  they  had  also  injured 
the  province  from  which  they  had  severed 
it.  He  thought  he  could  see  in  this  Bill 
a  strong  reason  for  the  separation  of  the 
two  Islands.  The  honourable  member  spoke 
very  strongly  concerning  the  large  amount  of 
the  revenue  being  taken  up  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  officials  throughout  the  country,  both  North 
and  South.]  He  could  only  see  years  of  injury 
to  the  colony  so  long  as  the  New  Provinces  Act 
remained  on  the  Statute  Book.  The  second 
reading  of  this  milk-and-watei  Bill  he  did  not 
think  of  much  importance  now.  He  wished  to 
introduce  a  clause  which  would  allow  those 
that  had  separated  and  become  discontented 
to  join  again,  but  from  which  they  were  ex- 
cluded by  the  New  Provinces  Act.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  sooner  they  could  get  rid  of 
this  Act  the  better.  There  would  be  a  cry 
from  Timaru,  a  cry  from  the  Bay  of  Islands,  a 
cry  from  the  Wairarapa,  and  a  cry  from  many 
other  parts ;  and  these  additional  provinces 
would  make  additional  claims  on  the  revenue, 
and  thus  the  money  would  be  spent  in  paying 
the  expenses  of  government,  instead  of  being 
devoted  to  the  making  of  roads  and  carrying 
out  other  improvements.  If  the  clause  for  a 
reannexation  was  not  inserted  in  the  Bill  they 
might  as  well  throw  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the  subject 
with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  older  pro- 
vinces and  the  outlying  districts  had  been 
so  thoroughly  gone  into  on  former  occasions 
that  it  was  totally  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
argvunents  again ;  but  ho  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  give 
their  support  to  the  amendment.  He  under- 
stood that  the  Government  disclaimed  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  clause  which  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Dunedin  proposed  to  in- 
sert in  Conmiittee.  Was  this  to  be  a  screen 
Mr.  Harrison 


behind  which  the  Government  meant  to  aheltet 
themselves  ?  He  was  particularly  anxions  on 
this  point.  Ho  wanted  to  ascertain  the  opini(»t 
of  his  honourable  colleague  for  the  represen- 
tation of  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell.)  While  he 
admitted  that  any  Government  was  justi- 
fied in  making  a  question  an  open  ques- 
tion, it  could  hardly  be  considered  that  the 
Government  of  a  country  should  hold  pri- 
vate views.  [The  honourable  member  went 
into  a  long  argument  touching  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  and  concluded  by  again  express- 
ing his  desire  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment wotild  oppose  the  principle  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin.  If 
so,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  the  repeal 
Bill.  If  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  vote  for  the  insertion  of  the  reannexa- 
tion clause,  he  should  oppose  the  repeal  Bill.] 

Captain  FBASEB  thought  this  Bill  would  be 
opposed  by  neither  side  of  the  House,  and  hs 
also  thought  that  when  the  next  mail  arrived 
they  would  find  they  had  no  power  to  support 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  was  surprised  that  the 
Government  should  have  proposed  such  a  Bill 
as  the  present,  devoid  of  any  bnt  negative 
matter,  and  so  little  suited  to  the  wants  of 
the  country.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment either  to  refrain  from  legislating,  or  else 
to  take  more  time,  and  ask  the  House  to  take 
more  time  before  they  committed  themselves 
to  a  Bill  of  so  serious  a  nature.  Either  they 
should  not  have  legislated  at  all,  or  should  have 
introduced  some  definite  policy  into  the  Bill. 
On  provincial  questions  in  general  he  did  not 
hold,  perhaps,  a  very  difierent  opinion  from  the 
Government  itself ;  but,  though  attempting  to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  there  were  claims 
which  the  old  provinces  had  for  considera- 
tion— claims  to  be  heard  before  new  provinces 
were  created — which  had  not  been  si^ciently 
attended  to  by  any  former  Legislature.  Yet 
the  House  was  bound  to  see  that  the  benefits 
of  provincial  institations  were  as  widely  dif- 
fused and  as  generally  accessible  as  the  nature 
of  events  would  allow.  Nothing  was  more 
clear  than  that,  if  provincial  institutions  were 
a  good  thing,  they  could  not  be,  within  certain 
restrictions,  too  widely  diffused.  He  himself 
should  be  disposed  to  take  a  line  altogethM 
diilerent  from  what  had  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  and  form  institutions  midway  between 
provincial  and  municipal  institutions.  There 
were  considerations  which  required  him  to  say 
that  some  Bill  should  be  passed  this  session, 
but  not  this  Bill;  but  if  they  legislated  in 
ignorance  of  how  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Imperial  Parliament  would  afiect  existing  in- 
stitutions or  create  others  they  would  commit 
a  great  error.  There  was  also  another  thing 
which  in  some  degree  qualified  the  position 
and  proper  course  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter — the  very  existence  of  this  House.  H« 
found  by  a  rough  reckoning  that  of  the  mem^ 
hers  of  this  House  more  than  half  were  also 
Provincial  Councillors.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  country,  as  a  whole,  was  in  a 
position  to  alter  that,  and  take  any  meoaoie 
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to  exclude  Ptovinoial  Counoillors  and  Superin- 
tendents; but,  as  at  present  constituted,  there 
was  not  exactly  that  equitable  and  fair  tribunal 
to  appeal  to  for  the  passing  of  this  Act  which 
oonld  be  desired.  Although  Provincial  Cuun- 
cils,  as  at  present  existing,  had  a  right  to  be 
oonsidered  by  the  House,  yet  he  did  say  that  a 
Bill  like  this,  precluding  the  creation  of  new 
provinces,  was  one  which  ought  not  to  receive 
&e  sanction  of  the  House.  If  tbc  Government 
were  prepared  to  withdraw  this  Bill,  and  bring 
in  another  in  which  both  sides  should  bo  con- 
sidered, he  would  be  prepared  to  forego  his  ob- 
jections to  present  action  upon  it ;  but  he 
decidedly  objected  to  this  present  Bill.  He 
also  dissented  from  tho  existing  law  for  the 
creation  of  new  provinces.  Tho  population 
limit  should  be  extended  from  1,000  to  2,000 
at  least ;  and  tho  number  of  electors  petition- 
ing should  be  increased  from  150  to  300,  or 
thereabouts.  The  Customs  revenue  should 
not  be  less  than  £5,000  annually;  and  it 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  whether 
the  proposed  new  province  had  a  good  port. 
In  his  opinion,  tho  proper  way  would  be 
for  the  petition  for  separation  to  be  pre- 
sented to  this  House  and  considered  on  its 
menta,  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
examine  evidence  and  report  upon.  That,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  present  question.  The  House 
contained  such  a  representation  of  provincial 
interests  that  he  much  feared  substantial  jus- 
tice would  not  be  done.  He  did  not  think  it 
had  been  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  who 
brought  in  the  New  Provinces  Act  to  injure  the 
old  provinces,  as  had  been  stated ;  but  it  was 
a  Bill  intended  to  meet  an  absolute  and  grow- 
ing necessity  of  the  country :  and  he  should  be 
Sony  to  hear  from  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
formed  that  Ministry  that  they  were  about  to 
repeal  that  Act — the  work  of  their  own  hands 
— in  the  present  sudden  and  peremptory  man- 
ner. If  the  Government  would  be  less  pre- 
cipitate Uiey  would  be  able  to  eliminate  from 
the  present  New  Provinces  Act  all  that  was 
objectionable,  and  pass  a  measure  complete 
and  sufBcient  for  the  wants  of  the  country 
for  some  time  to  come.  Speaking  in  the 
interests  of  his  particular  district,  he  might 
say  that  the  Bill  was  aimed  at  his  con- 
stituents ;  but  he  begged  to  disclaim  all  con- 
nection with  any  movement  for  separation  at 
Timaru.  He  had  only  heard  of  the  move- 
ment as  others  bad;  and  if  the  petition  were 
to  come. up  to-morrow  he  would  not  indorse  it ; 
for  he  should  be  much  afraid  that  Timaru  was 
not  capable  of  carrying  out  such  institutions 
as  would  bo  committed  to  it  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Mi.  dice,  in  explanation,  said  that  the 
clause  he  proposed  had  not  originated  with  tho 
Government,  and  more  than  one  member  of 
the  Government  had  urged  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  very  frank 
and  sincere  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Timaru  made  him  rise  to  respond  to  the 
expression  of  doubts  and  fears  of  that  honour- 
able member  as  to  the  course  of  the  late  Minis- 
try with  regard  to  this  Bill.    It  made  him  wish 


to  state  to  the  House  the  reasons  for  the  course 
he  should  take  upon  this  measure,  with  which 
bis  name  was  very  much  identified — more,  in 
fact,  than  was  really  due  to  any  share  he  had 
in  it ;  for  on  this  question,  as  on  most  others, 
the  minds  of  himself  and  his  colleagues  had 
been  in  unison.  He  should  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Bill,  provided  that  the  clause  for  re- 
annexation  were  not  introduced ;  or  else  he 
would  give  it  his  most  determined  opposition. 
The  objections  urged  against  this  Act  in  1858 
and  1860  were  not  tenable  objections.  He  had 
heard  it  asserted — ho  did  not  know  by  whom — 
that  the  Bill  vested  imconstitutional  power  in 
the  Executive  Government — a  statement  which 
displayed,  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  made  it,  great  ignorance  of  the  Act  in 
question ;  for  the  New  Provinces  Act  left  no 
discretion  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government — which  had  been  the  most 
formidable  objection  made  to  that  Act.    That 

S revision  was  not  in  when  the  Bill  waa  brought 
own  in  1858,  but  had  been  inserted  in  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  of  a  large  number  of 
members.  Another  objection  made  was  a  finan- 
cial one.  He  had  always  admitted  that  the 
expenses  of  government  would  be  increased ; 
but  still,  this  objection  bad  been  vastly  over- 
stated. Where  there  was  population  there 
must  be  government ;  and,  if  the  expenses  of 
districts  appeared  to  be  increased,  it  only 
showed  that  their  wants  had  before  been 
scandalously  overlooked.  They  had  no  right 
to  charge  to  tho  New  Provinces  Act  such  ex- 
penses as  for  Waste  Lands  Boards,  police, 
gaols,  Ac,  which  must  appear  either  on  the 
provincial  estimates  or  on  those  of  this  House. 
The  necessary  expenses  of  provincial  govern- 
ment, on  that  modest  scale  on  which  all 
Provincial  Qovemments  might  be  efficiently 
carried  on,  was  very  inconsiderable.  Tlie 
third  objection  he  should  notice  had  always 
appeared  to  him  the  greatest — namely,  that 
the  Act  deprived  the  Legislature  of  its  con- 
stitutional powers,  and  substituted  a  mecha- 
nical contrivance  for  legislation.  That  might 
be  productive  of  mischief ;  but  he  denied 
that  the  Act  of  1858  was  open  to  that  objec- 
tion. Its  operation  was  perfectly  foreseen 
—  they  hod  known  beforehand  the  cases  to 
which  alone  it  could  apply.  Grievous  com- 
plaints had  come  up  from  Hawke's  Bay  that 
its  Land  Fund  hod  been  absorbed  by  the 
centralizing  expenditure  of  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment of  Wellington;  and  the  settlers  of 
Hawke's  Bay  petitioned  this  House  to  secure 
to  them  the  Land  Fund  which  arose  in  their 
own  district,  and  asked  for  municipal  institu- 
tions. The  ^linistry  gave  the  subject  a  care- 
ful consideration,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  real  grief  was  that  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  resolutions  of  185G — the  locali- 
zation of  the  Land  Fund — was  being  scanda- 
lously infringed  upon  by  the  Provincial  Qo- 
vemment  of  Wellington,  the  District  of 
Hawke's  Bay  being  drained  of  its  Land  Fund 
for  the  improvement  of  the  district  immedi- 
ately surrounding  the  Town  of  Wellington. 
At  last  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
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only  way  to  meet  such  oases  was  to  create  new 
provinces  ;  but  they  were  unwilling  to  pass  a 
special  measure  for  Wellington — unwilling  to 
force  on  Hawke's  Bay  a  new  province  which 
it  might  not  desire;  and  they  foresaw  that 
there  were  other  districts  entitled  to  the  same 
relief  if  they  desired  it.  And  so  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  grew  up,  originating  in  the  cry  for 
relief  from  Hawke's  Bay.  The  measure  had 
been  falsely  stated  to  be  aimed  at  \Yellington, 
but  on  the  face  of  it  contained  a  refutation  of 
that  calumny,  as  it  contained  conditions  appli- 
cable only  to  Kelson.  In  1860  they  bad  stood 
up  and  risked  office  to  keep  that  measure  in 
force,  because  they  desired  to  see  justice  ez- 
.tended  to  Murihiku.  In  1858  they  had  seen  that 
the  Act  was  applicable  to  Hawke's  Bay,  Wai- 
rau,  and  Munhikn.  It  was  a  measure  pro  re 
natd,  providing  for  certain  districts,  to  which  it 
gave  a  perfect  definition.  The  definition  they 
hsA  tried  to  give  was  of  a  district  having  such 
a  physical  unity  as  entitled  it  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  its  own  Land  Fund.  The  practical  re- 
sult had  shown  that  the  measure  had  answered 
its  purpose,  and  singled  out  districts  fit  for 
separation,  and  only  so.  Every  district  cut  off 
had  been  equitablv  out  oS ;  and  in  the  political 
history  of  the  colony  it  would  be  said  to  be 
a  perfectly  just  and  salutary  measure.  They 
h  vl  seen  their  way  in  1858  and  1860 ;  but  in 
1861  he  did  not  see  his  way.  There  could  be  no 
m'stake  about  bis  declaration  from  that  place  ; 
aiicl  with  tlie  same  voice  with  which  in  1860  he 
hid  voted  against  the  repeal  ho  should  now 
Toto  for  it ;  and  he  and  his  colleagues  had  fore- 
seen that  this  time'  might  come.  They  might 
differ  from  him  now  as  to  whether  the  tune 
had  come,  but  they  had  all  agreed  in  1858  that 
it  was  a  measure  that  would  have  for  a  time  a 
salutary  operation,  but  that  the  time  would 
come  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  repeal  it. 
This  opinion  they  had  put  on  record  in  an 
ofBcial  memorandum,  which  was  before  the 
Ilouse,  and  of  which  he  would  read  a  few 
words.  [The  honourable  member  then  read 
the  extract  referred  to.]  How  did  they  stand 
now  with  reference  to  possible  claims  of  dis- 
tricts to  be  created  into  new  provinces  ?  There 
were  only  two  that  could  be  in  the  least  con- 
sidered as  putting  forward  such  claims,  Timaru 
and  Wanganui. 

Mr.  POX.— The  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Neither  of  these 
two  districts  could  properly  be  erected  into  new 

Srovinces  under  the  Act.  As  to  Timaru,  he 
oubted  whether  Canterbury  had  not  a  natural 
and  physical  unity ;  but  in  the  event  of  the 
southern  portion  separating  it  should  be  sepa- 
rated with  the  northern  portion  of  jOtago ;  and 
the  Bill  of  1858  designedly  excluded  provinces 
cut  out  of  two,  because  they  could  not  be  dealt 
with  but  by  particular  legislation.  Wanganui 
was  at  present  without  a  Land  Fund;  but 
when  they  had  one  they  would  not  want  to 
have  it  appropriated  for  works  about  Welling- 
ton Town.  Whenever  that  time  arrived  it 
would  be  necessary  to  reconsider  the  boundary 
between  Taranaki  and  Wanganui,  which  was 
merely  ideal,  and  not  a  physical  boundary  at 
Mr,  C.  W.  Bichmond 


all.  Those  cases,  then,  must  be  dealt  with  bj 
special  Act ;  and,  if  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture at  the  time,  he  would  be  prepared  to  deal 
fairly  with  them.  The  honourable  member 
bad  mentioned  the  Bay  of  Islands ;  but  this 
northern  province  stood  on  a  different  footing 
from  anv  part  of  the  south 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  said  "Hear"  would  not 
admii'ister  the  Land  Fund  of  Auckland  Pro- 
vincr,  if  ever  there  should  be  one.  The  coloni- 
zation of  the  north  must  be  conducted  by  the 
Qeneral  Government ;  and,  unless  the  result 
of  the  present  war  should  be  to  sweep  away 
the  Native  race,  some  plan  of  colonization 
utterly  different  from  that  adopted  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  colony  would  have  to  be 
adopted  in  Auckland.  It  would  bo  spUt  up 
into  a  number  of  districts,  and  colonized,  if  not 
by  the  General  Government,  reserving  to  the 
Governor  large  powers  of  interference,  be- 
cause Native  interests  were  so  inextricably 
mixed  up  with  the  question  of  colonizatiao, 
and  the  Superintendent  and  Connoil  of  Anck- 
land  need  not  expect  to  administer  the 
funds  of  those  districts.  As  to  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  it  was  utterly  without  a  Land 
Fund,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  ever 
have  one;  and,  as  the  main  purpose  of  this 
measure  was  to  secure  the  just  administra- 
tion of  the  Land  Fund  in  the  districts  in 
which  it  arose,  and  the  Bay  of  Islands  not 
being  colonized  on  principles  to  produce  a 
Land  Fund,  he  did  not  desire  to  see  the  mea- 
sure applied  to  that  district.  Utterly  with- 
out regret,  then,  did  ho  relinquish  it  m 
regarded  its  operation  in  Auckland.  Again, 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony  were  greatly 
altered  since  that  Act  was  pe^sed.  A  great 
reaction  had  set  in,  to  wluch  the  oonsti- 
ttttion  of  this  House  was  a  testimony.  They 
had  in  a  great  measure  recovered  the  ground 
unfortunately  lost  in  1853  by  the  way  in 
which  the  powers  of  the  Constitution  Act 
were  then  set  iu  action.  The  House  was,  how- 
ever, now  in  a  sound  and  healthy  state,  and 
they  were  now  in  a  position  to  resume  the 
powers  for  a  time  abandoned  by  the  New 
Provinces  Act.  There  was  a  growing  disposi- 
tion to  assert  that  this  House  must  have  «n 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  provinces — a  dif- 
ferent thing  from  the  interest  of  the  political 
cliques  which  had  got  hold  of  power  in  them 
— and  this  House  now  asserted  its  right  of 
control  over  those  petty  Governments,  and  it 
would  make  them  do  their  duty.  That  spirit 
being  alive  in  the  House,  he  cared  little  for  an 
Act  such  as  this.  There  was  a  far  more  whole- 
some st«te  of  things  than  in  1858 ;  and  he  relin- 
quished without  the  slightest  regret  the  Act  of 
1S58,  which  hod  done  its  work,  and  a  very  good 
work  it  had  done.  They  might  not  succeed  in 
preserving  the  unity  of  the  colony ;  for  events 
far  beyond  the  control  of  colonial  politicians 
interfered  with  that.  He  had  always  recognized 
the  difference  between  the  circumstances  of 
the  North  and  South  Island,  and  they  might 
see  in  a  short  time  two  colonies  made  of  that 
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whieh  he  boped  would  always  remain  ono;  but, 
thongh  they  might  not  succeed  in  that,  they 
bad  pliuined  a  powerfhl  engine  for  preserving 
the  unity  o{  the  colony  and  the  English  cha- 
racter of  its  institutions.  Separation  might 
come  between  the  two  Islands ;  but  between  the 
six  colonies  described  in  Mr.  Fox's  little  book 
was  impossible.  As  be  had  already  stated,  he 
should  oppose  the  Bill  if  it  embodied  tho  re- 
annexation  clause.  If  separation  had  been 
wrong,  let  this  House  undo  it ;  but,  if  right,  he 
denied  to  the  local  majority  for  the  time  being 
the  right  to  undo  the  work,  the  right  to  decide 
on  the  institutions  of  the  colony.  Separation 
they  might  have ;  but  they  had  no  right  to  re- 
annex,  no  right  to  disturb  the  equilibrium  of 
ttte  size  of  the  provinces,  any  more  than  the 
provinces  of  the  Middle  Island  would  have  a 
right  to  join  into  one  large  province.  They 
had  seen  in  larger  affairs  than  theirs  that 
important  State  measures  often  could  not  be 
eaiiied  without  the  political  destruction  of 
those  who  had  carried  them,  and,  without  wish- 
ing to  compare  large  aflairs  with  tho  small 
ones  of  this  Legislature,  yet  ho  did  see  some 
resemblance  in  the  position  he  Euid  his  late  col- 
leagues occupied  at  the  present  moment.  He 
believed  the  passing  of  the  New  Provinces 
Act  bad  been  the  political  destruction  of  the 
Stafford  Ministry ;  and  he  was  perfectly  con- 
tent with  his  political  annihilation — content 
that  the  recoil  of  this  measure  should  have 
placed  him  on  the  Opposition  benches.  He 
had  done  his  work,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 

a  good  one.  

thr.  FEATHEBSTON  must  say  that  he  was 
veiy  much  surprised.  However  he  might  have 
been  previously  struck  at  the  readiness  of  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer's  submission  to  a  suc- 
cession of  defeats  on  every  measure  brought 
before  this  House ;  he  (Dr.  Featherston)  was 
not  prepared  to  hear  that  the  late  Qovem- 
ment  were  willing  to  abandon  so  important  a 
measnre  as  the  New  Provinces  Act. 

Hi.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  rose  to  say  that  he 
was  only  expressing  his  individual  opinion. 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  went  into  the  transac- 
tion of  separating  Hawke's  Bay  from  Wellington, 
and  reminded  honourable  members  from  the 
Province  of  Auckland  that  if  the  New  Provinces 
Act  was  allowed  to  remain  in  force  there  might 
be  a  similar  transaction  in  that  province.  Hi 
also  slx>wed  how  the  smaller  provinces  were 
served  at  the  expense  of  money  expended  by  the 
old  provinces — referring  to  the  sum  of  £4U,000 
for  a  tnmk  line  of  road,  and  the  sum  for  steam 
omnmunioation — and  asked  bow  these  offshoots 
were  to  carry  on  the  great  public  works.  The 
reannexation  was  only  one  of  justice  to  the 
provinces.  He  had  always  heard  it  avowed  by 
the  supporters  of  the  New  Provinces  Act  that 
it  gave  the  people  real  local  self-government. 
If  that  was  its  real  object,  had  it  in  any  one 
instance  been  performed  ?  He  denied  that  it 
had  conferred  u>oal  self-government.  He  had 
never  heard  these  gentlemen  define  what  they 
meant  by  looiJ  self-government.  What  he 
meant  by  local  self-government  was  a  distinct 
•nd  sepaiftto  inteiest  peculiar  to  itself,  such, 


for  instance,  as  the  supply  of  water,  hundreds, 
and  commonage — these  were  matters  of  pecu- 
liar interest.  [The  honourable  member  enume- 
rated a  few  other  matters  that  were  best  ma- 
naged by  the  people  themselves  in  the  locality, 
and  then  explained  various  powers  that  did  not 
come  within  this  limit,  of  a  larger  and  of  a  more 
enterprising  character,  which  powers  must  of 
necessity  be  vested  in  the  province.  Every- 
thing, in  fact,  which  affected  the  well-being 
of  a  neighbourhood  was  included  in  the  term 
"local  self-government,"  and  ought,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  to  be  administtred  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district ;  but  it  did  not  confer 
powers  over  general  affairs,  in  which  they  hsid 
no  peculiar  and  separate  interest.  The  honour- 
able member  explained  such  powers  as  should 
bo  vested  in  municipal  institutions,  in  parish 
and  county  authorities,  to  show  what  he  under- 
stood by  the  term  "  local  self-government."] 
He  would  ask  whether  any  of  the  institutions 
which  had  been  created  under  "  The  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  1858,"  had  made  such  great  progress 
as  to  justify  them  in  their  expectations  of  real 
local  self-government,  or  whether  they  would 
be  justified  in  openjmg  up  new  provinces.  They 
had  certain  functions  conferred  on  them,  and 
the  country  was  to  be  opened  up  by  these 
functions.  What  was  the  use  of  these  great 
functions  if  they  were  not  combined  with 
ample  powers  and  ample  revenue  to  carry 
them  out?  All  this  was  oompUed  with  in  the 
Constitution  Act.  Each  province  was  allowed 
power  to  carry  out  its  own  work  of  colonization. 
By  subdividing  the  provinces  they  not  only  de- 
stooyed  the  offshoots,  but  they  rendered  the  pro- 
vinces incapable  of  carrying  on  the  work  of 
colonization.  The  New  Provinces  Act  was  in- 
tended to  destroy  the  old  provinces — that  was 
patent  to  all.  He  hesitated  not  to  say  that,  if 
this  law  remained  in  force  for  two  or  three 
years  longer,  the  whole  of  the  valuable  colo- 
nizing sources  in  the  shape  of  a  land  revenue 
would  be  swept  away,  because  they  all  knew 
that  districts  called  out  for  separation  on  ac- 
count of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the 
unsold  lands.  One  of  the  arguments  used  in 
favour  of  the  New  Provinces  Act  was  that  each 
district  had  a  right  to  its  own  Land  Fund.  As 
well  might  it  be  said  that  every  man  had  a 
right  to  demand  that  the  purchase-money 
should  be  laid  out  in  making  a  road  to  bis  own 
particular  allotment.  On  the  contrary,  he 
maintained  that,  instead  of  each  district  hav- 
ing an  exclusive  right  to  the  Land  Fund  of  the 
province,  it  did  not  belong  to  any  particular 
district,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  spent  in  carry- 
ing out  great  works  which  were  essential  to 
the  whole  province,  and  which  could  not  be 
done  except  from  a  land  revenue.  In  respect 
to  these  new  provinces,  he  was  not  aware  that 
their  professed  object  had  been  carried  out  in 
one  smgle  instance.  In  the  first  place,  had 
it  produced  harmony  in  the  Liegislatures? 
He  would  refer  them  to  the  first  election  of 
the  members  of  Council  at  Hawke's  Bay.  It 
was  perfeotlv  well  known  that  if  the  Council 
had  assembled  there  would  have  been  a  dead- 
look.     There  weM  two  candidates  for  the 
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Superintendency,  each  bad  a  certain  number 
of  votes,  and  they  could  not  perform  the  very 
duty  of  electing  the  Superintendent.  Two 
candidates  bad  to  be  withdrawn,  and  a  third 
bad  to  be  put  in  their  place.  It  \ias  by  this 
means  that  the  late  Superintendent  became 
the  Superintendent  of  Hawke's  Bay.  He  be- 
lieved those  two  retiring  candidates  did  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  a  large  number  of  the  elec- 
tors ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  elect  cither  of 
them,  and  a  candidate  in  whom  the  electors 
did  not  place  any  confidence  was  elected 
Superintendent  in  their  place.  It  would  also 
be  remembered  that  he  gave  a  written  pledge 
to  resign  the  ofSce  of  Superintendent  on  a 
certain  understanding.  The  late  Superinten- 
dent had  also  avowed  that  under  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  ho  was  a  menial  puppet  of  the 
Council  —  that  he  had  pledged  himself  to  a 
land-jobbing  corruption. 

Mr.  COLENSO.— Did  he  make  use  of  those 
enressions  on  the  floor  of  this  House  ? 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said  there  were  many 
honourable  gentlemen  who  heard  him ;  but  he 
would  not  say  he  said  it  on  the  floor  of  this 
Eonse. 

Mr.  STAFFOED  rose  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  had  not  done  jus- 
tice to  himself  in  his  reply  to  the  honourable 
member ;  because  the  honourable  gentleman 
from  Hawke's  Bay  did  state  the  particulars  of 
his  election  of  Superintendent  in  this  Houae. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON.  —  Then,  as  to  the 
Hawke's  Bay  machinery.  The  whole  of  the 
official  work  of  the  Oovermnent  was  to  have 
been  performed  by  the  Superintendent,  assisted 
by  two  clerks ;  the  whole  cost  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  exceed  £1,000,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  large  balance  out  of  the  £8,000  or 
£10,000  of  an  ordinary  Land  Fund  to  be  devoted 
to  public  works.  But,  instead  of  diminishing 
the  expenditure,  the  simple  fact  was  that  tbey 
had  doubled  the  expenditure  of  the  original 
province — that  it  had  taken  as  much  to  govern 
a  population  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  at 
Hawke's  Bay  as  it  bad  to  govern  a  population 
of  fourteen  thousand  in  the  Province  of  Wel- 
lington. He  should  very  much  like  to  know 
how  much  revenue  bad  been  contributed  by 
the  Town  of  Napier,  and  bow  much  had  been 
expended  in  the  out-districts.  It  would  be 
found  that  not  one-third  of  the  revenue  bad 
been  spent  outside  the  tovm,  but  that  the 
carrying-on  of  the  scientific  works  in  the  har- 
bour bad  absorbed  the  whole  of  the  revenue  of 
Hawke's  Bay.  In  whatever  light  he  viewed  it 
liu  must  conclude  that  it  had  been  a  failure — 
\vhethcr  as  to  harmony  in  the  Executive,  in 
the  cost  of  the  Government,  or  in  securing  the 
interests  of  the  outlying  districts,  or  as  a  system 
of  colonization. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  that,  considering 
the  long  speeches  they  had  heard,  and  the  late 
hour  of  the  day,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
keep  them  long.  He  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  haid  not  turned 
round,  but  advocated  still  what  ho  had  done  so 
strenuously  in  the  year  1858.  He  did  give  him 
a  degree  of  credit  for  consistency.  It  was  not 
Dr.  Feathento^^ 


to  be  expected  that  he  would  go  in  for  a  oon- 
dcmnation  of  bis  whole  policy.  He  was  alluding 
to  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 
He  saw  it  was  all  right  in  1858,  he  saw  it  the 
very  same  in  1860,  after  two  years  of  rampant 
power,  and  it  would  be  very  strange  indeed  if 
the  late  Government  and  Colonial  Treasurer 
did  not  view  it  in  the  same  light  in  1861. 
Could  it  really  be  that  a  change  had  so  sad- 
denly  come  over  the  spirit  of  his  dream  now, 
whenhe  found  himself  in  aminority ;  now,  when 
Provincialism  was  again  in  the  ascendant,  and 
himself  in  a  minority.  Now,  as  it  respects  the 
point  at  issue — a  grave  point  in  his  policy — if 
it  were  good  in  1858,  if  it  were  good  in  i860, 
why  not  equally  good  in  1861?  If  it  was  a 
great  advantage  to  other  provinces  to  be  re- 
lieved of  their  country,  why  should  not  Auck- 
land bo  deprived  of  a  portion  of  its  country? 
If  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  the  Province  of 
Wellington  being  dismembered,  why  not  dis- 
member Auckland  also?  Was  the  tergiversa- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  a  reason  that 
tbey  were  not  thus  to  be  relieved  ?  He  spoke 
from  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  now,  and 
he  must  confess  his  arguments  were  of  a  rather 
dark  complexion. 

Mr.  C.  \V.  RICHMOND  was  free  to  declare 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  his  opinions  being 
misrepresented ;  but  it  appeared  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  that  he  had 
reckoned  without  his  host. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  thought  it  was  a  very 
remarkable  argument.  Supposing  Otago,  Can- 
terbury, and  Wellington  were  in  favour  of  re- 
annexation,  they  were  not  to  have  it.  The 
honourable  member  was  against  power  being 
given  for  reannexation.  This  was  not  enocn- 
raging  to  bis  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Dunedin.  The  equilibrium  of  power  was  a  most 
important  element.  If  the  argument  was  good, 
the  Middle  Island,  by  constituting  itself  one  jao- 
vince,  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  equili- 
brium of  power.  If  they  were  about  to  do 
this,  it  showed  that  the  late  Government,  tt 
any  rate,  did  not  much  like  the  aspect  of  affairs. 
He  thought  it  was  not  at  all  fair  to  arrest  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  unless  tbey  gave  the  power 
of  reannexation.  It  ought  not  to  be  a  compul- 
sory affair;  but  were  they  going  to  take  this 
position :  that,  having  once  granted  them  the 
separation,  they  would  not  allow  them  to  come 
back  again  7  The  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin Country  District  last  session  (Mr.  Gillies) 
had  this  matter  very  much  on  his  mind :  he  was 
against  a  mutilation  of  his  province,  and  was 
particularly  anxious  that  no  further  action 
should  be  taken  during  the  recess.  He  (Mr. 
Fitzhcrbert)  thought  it  was  not  fair  in  the 
late  Government  in  not  coming  forward  at 
this  time  —  having  lent  their  friendly  aid  in 
mutilating  some  of  the  provinces— and  serving 
all  alike.  It  was  also  unfair  not  to  let  the 
wanderers  come  back  again.  Yet,  in  some  de- 
gree, it  looked  as  if  a  just  retribution  had 
come  upon  them.  Just  now,  or  on  the  10th 
of  August,  a  meeting  was  going  to  be  held 
at  Timara  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
threatened  separation.    They,  however,  were 
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bound,  in  passing  laws,  to  sec  that  they  operated 
alike  on  all  the  provinces.  He  thought  it 
voold  exhibit  a  degree  of  vindiotiveness  on  the 
put  of  the  Legislature  to  accommodate  Wel- 
Ungton,  Nelson,  and  Otago,  and  there  stop 
short.  Why  should  Canterbury  be  deprived  of 
the  same  advantage  ?  He  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the  reannexa- 
tion  clause  when  in  Committee. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  should  vote  on  this 
question  a  different  way  from  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth.  He  doubted  if  the 
New  Provinces  Act  had  done  its  work  yet.  He 
•greed  with  that  honourable  member  that 
Timaru  should  take  part  of  the  Province  of 
Otago ;  and  he  thought  Marlborough  had  been 
taken  too  far  south — enough  of  Nelson  should 
have  been  left  to  have  formed  another  province, 
taking  part  of  Canterbury.  They  should  not 
repecU  ibe  New  Provinces  Act  at  present,  for 
they  had  no  assurance  that  the  Government 
would  bring  in  any  measure  that  would  carry 
out  the  principle  of  self-govenmient  in  a  better 
maimer.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton had  argued  that  the  Constitution  and 
the  original  boundaries  of  provinces  sufficiently 
carried  out  that  principle  ;  but  it  was  a  most 
miraculous  thing  if  those  liQos,  drawn  at  guess 
by  Sir  George  Grey  in  the  Northern  Island,  and 
by  himself  (Mr.  Domett)  in  the  Southern 
Island,  should  perfectly  divide  and  define 
separate  iaterests.  The  first  idea  of  laying  out 
ttie  provinces  would  have  been  only  to  take  a 
smaU  portion  round  each  of  the  great  centres ; 
bat  they  would  thus  have  disfranchised  the 
scattered  population  between  those  centres, 
and  that  was  why  they  had  included  the  whole 
of  the  land  in  tiie  six  provinces,  which  were 
only  intended  to  be  temporary.  The  Constitu- 
tion Act  distinctly  alluded  to  new  provinces, 
which  were,  no  doubt,  therefore  intended  to  be 
made;  and  the  New  Provinces  Act  only  car- 
ried out  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  Act. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  had 
attempted  to  show  that  the  formation  of  new 
piOTinces  had  been  a  complete  failure,  and  gave 
as  one  reason  that  they  had  not  produced  har- 
mony. No  one  had  contemplated  the  esta- 
blislunent  of  harmony  by  setting  political 
institutions  at  work ;  but  there  was  no  more 
political  discord  in  the  new  provinces  than  in 
the  old.  As  to  municipal  corporations  with 
extended  powers  —  merely  a  contradiction  in 
terms — the  Bill  of  1858  was  originally  drafted 
for  such  institutions,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  explained  in  a  speech 
in  the  House  that  he  found  they  would  have 
so  to  extend  the  powers  as  that  they  would 
have  been  provinces  in  every  shape  and  form. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  had 
also  said  that  the  creation  of  new  provinces 
had  not  secured  the  fair  distribution  of  local 
revenue  to  outlying  districts,  and  alluded  to 
Niqiier,  stating  that  money  was  spent  about 
the  town  and  harbour  that  should  have  gone  to 
outlying  districts.  If  granted,  this  only  showed 
that  the  evil  was  essential  to  all  such  institu- 
tions.  The  nu^jority  of  the  people,  residing  in 
(he  centre,  and  having  a  majority  of  repre- 


sentatives, would  spend  money  as  they  liked  best 
about  their  own  dwellings ;  but  by  creating 
now  provinces  they  diminished  the  evil ;  be- 
cause a  new  centre  would  have  been  a  neglected 
outlying  district.  The  honourable  member 
had  also  said  that  separation  interfered  with 
schemes  of  colonization.  To  a  certain  extent 
this  might  be  true ,  but  still,  the  two  provinces 
might  combine  in  their  schemes.  In  Nelson, 
where  funds  were  not  remarkably  abundant, 
they  carried  on  the  simple  plan  of  enabling 
settlers  to  send  for  their  relations  by  advanc- 
ing them  the  means.  This  plan  was  neces- 
sarily limited ;  but  the  public  and  the  Council 
had  demanded  no  other.  The  Act,  ho  knew, 
might  be  improved ;  but  it  should  not  be  repealed 
without  some  other  being  substituted.  It  was 
hardly  fair  just  now  abruptly  to  stop  the  power 
so  liberally  applied  to  three  large  provinces, 
and  which  were  probably  weakened  by  the 
separation.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  had  said  that  the  evils  of  the  as- 
sumption of  great  powers  by  the  provinces  arose 
from  the  way  Sir  George  Grey  set  on  foot  the 
Provincial  Councils  in  the  first  instance  ;  but  it 
was  not  so.  Sir  George  Grey  thought  the  Con- 
stitution would  have  a  better  chance  of  work- 
ing by  the  minor  parts  being  set  going  first ; 
and  the  evil  alluded  to  really  arose  from  the 
delay  in  introducing  Besponsible  Government, 
by  which  it  was  three  years  before  the  House 
had  any  real  power  over  the  General  Govern- 
ment, during  which  time  the  provinces  were 
allowed  to  assume  what  powers  they  pleased, 
provided  they  did  not  bother  the  General  Go- 
vernment and  force  them  "  to  correct  them- 
selves." If  Sir  George  Grey  had  stayed  here 
he  (Mr.  Domett)  did  not  believe  Besponsible 
Government  would  have  been  delayed  one  hour 
beyond  the  time  when  the  colony  was  ready  for 
it.  The  honourable  member  for  Timaru  said 
that  so  small  a  number  as  a  hundred  and  fifl^ 
electors  should  not  constitute  a  province ;  but  if 
they  made  the  number  larger  the  Land  Fund 
would  be  absorbed  before  the  district  became 
populous  enough  to  claim  separation.  Having 
briefly  answered  these  few  objections,  he  would 
not  longer  detain  the  House. 

Mr.  WELD  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
the  New  Provinces  Act  was  a  perfect  measure, 
but  he  would  support  its  principle  as  being  at 
the  root  of  our  institutions ;  and  all  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  the  new  provinces  might 
with  equal  justice  be  urged  against  the  old. 
The  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington was  entirely  directed  to  that  end,  saying, 
in  effect,  "  These  things  are  good  so  long  as 
they  come  to  me,  but  to  go  lower  it  is  not  good." 
It  all  depended  on  where  they  drew  the  line, 
and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  was  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  old  provinces  were  that  line.  The 
claim  put  forward  by  the  old  provinces  was 
only  the  right  of  spoliation,  the  right  to  "  whop 
their  own  nigger."  There  were  parts  of  the 
New  Provinces  Act  which  were  imperfect ;  and 
he  was  sorry  to  see  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Dick)  proposed  to  stereo- 
type the  worst  part — the  mode  in  which  the 
new  provinces  were  constituted.     He  would 
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not  support  the  repeal  of  the  New  Provinces 
Act  till  he  saw  a  measure  brought  forward  by 
which  outlying  districts  would  be  able  to  ob- 
tain their  due ;  and  be  should  therefore  move 
this  amendment :  That,  before  proposing  the 
repeal  of  any  portion  of  "  The  New  Provinces 
Act,  1858,"  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
lay  before  the  House  some  measure  to  secure  to 
outlying  districts  local  self-government  in  local 
matters,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  revenue 
raised  within  their  limits.  He  would  not  say 
much  more,  for  the  arguments  on  this  question 
were  nearly  threadbare.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  had  talked 
a  great  deal  about  the  position  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  and  had  not 
done  justice  to  the  line  taken  by  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  had  put  on  record  at 
the  passing  of  the  Act  his  opinion  that  the 
time  might  come  when  its  repeal  would  be 
desirable,  and  there  was  nothing  inconsistent 
in  his  now  saving  that  the  time  had  come.  He 
(Mr.  Weld)  did  not  think  the  time  had  come. 
He  did  not  wish  to  hurry  the  Government  in 
this  matter,  but  he  wished  to  see  the  Govern- 
ment move  in  a  matter  of  this  importance,  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  let  go  one  rope  until  he 
had  got  hold  of  another.  He  therefore  moved 
the  resolution  he  had  read. 

Mr.  FOX  rose  to  order.  The  honourable 
member  could  not  move  a  resolution  as  an 
amendment  to  the  question  of  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  decided  that  he  could  not 
propose  a  resolution  to  the  House  as  an 
amendment  to  the  question,  "  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  tmie." 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  said  that,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  province  most  deeply  injured  by  the 
New  Provinces  Act,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
give  a  silent  vote.  If  be  had  represented  a 
province  not  yet  injured  he  would  have  sup- 
ported the  present  Bill  in  self-defence  ;  but, 
happening  to  represent  one  greatly  injured,  it 
would  not  be  honourable  for  him  on  that  ac- 
count to  oppose  it.  His  province  could  not  be 
again  affected  for  many  years ;  but  he  wished 
to  defend  neighbouring  provinces  from  injury 
by  this  Act.  The  province  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  had 
been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  way  it  had 
had  to  elect  its  Superintendent.  In  the  Pro- 
vince of  Marlborough  the  Council  had  been 
too  imanimous,  and  the  Superintendent  elected 
by  them  had  given  to  four  out  of  the  ten  mem- 
bers pecuniary  employment  under  his  Execu- 
tive Government.  Four  of  the  Council,  then, 
being  no  longer  independent,  they  hod  only  to 
gain  two  more,  and  could  swamp  the  rest.  What 
control  was  placed  on  the  Superintendent  in 
such  a  position  as  that  ?  and  such  was  the 
operation  of  the  new  arrangement  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Superintendents  introduced  into  the 
New  Provinces  Act.  The  operation  of  the  New 
Provinces  Act  had  also  been  such  as  to  compel 
the  old  provinces  to  do  injustice  to  outlying 
districts ;  for,  knowing  that  these  outlying  dis- 
tricts could  separate  at  any  time,  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments  would  be  afraid  to  spend 
Mr.  Weld 


as  much  money  about  them  as  they  on^t  and 
otherwise  would  have  done.  The  hononmbte 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  remarked  that 
they  ought  not  to  allow  electors  on  petiticm  to 
disturb  the  equilibrium  of  the  provmoes ;  but 
who  had  allowed  the  electors  on  petition  to 
disturb  the  equilibrium  of  the  provinces? 
Those  who  introduced  the  New  Provinces  Act 
And  those  new  provinces  who  asked  for  re- 
annexation  would  contribute  to  restore  equili- 
brium. He  could  not  see  how  the  right  of 
reannezation  could  be  opposed — ^why  people 
should  be  forced  against  their  wills  to  pay 
large  salaries  when  the  money  might  1^ 
so  much  more  beneficially  expended.  Ai 
to  immigration,  a  much  stronger  case  mi(^t 
be  made  out  against  the  New  Provinces  Act 
than  the  honourable  member  for  WeUingtra 
hod  made  out ;  for  it  was  possible  for  persons  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  funds  of  the  old  ^o- 
vince  to  get  immigration  into  the  new.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  remark  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru  that  the  Goyemmoit 
ought  not  hastily  to  push  important  measures 
before  the  House ;  out  they  had  been  com- 
pelled to  do  BO  by  the  demands  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. He  intended  to  propose  a  resolution  to 
meet  this  case,  to  the  effect  that  all  important 
measures  intended  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House  should  in  future  be  published  in  the 
Government  Oazette  before  the  House  was 
called  together.  There  was  one  remark  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  which  he  was 
surprised  should  have  dropped  from  that 
honourable  member,  and  with  which  he  could 
not  agree — namely,  that  members  of  Provincial 
Councils  should  not  sit  in  this  House.  Who 
could  so  well  judge  of  the  relative  powers  itwai 
desirable  to  confer  on  the  Provincial  and  G«ne- 
ral  Governments  as  gentlemen  who  sat  in  botii  ? 
and,  as  hod  been  pointed  out  in  the  Ntihon 
Examintr,  if  no  Provincial  Councillors  sat  in 
this  House,  jealousy  would  induce  its  members 
to  attempt  to  deprive  Provincial  Councils  of 
what  power  they  possessed.  The  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  had  said  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Dick)  propoeed 
to  stereotype  the  worst  part  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act.  But  such  was  not  the  case :  the 
honourable  member  proposed  to  make  a  very 
important  alteration  in  it,  requiring  that  fte 
petition  should  be  published  in  the  Government 
Gazette  six  months  before  separation  was  given. 
If  this  had  been  done  under  the  New  Provinces 
Act,  Nelson  would  never  have  been  divided. 
No  provision  had  been  made  to  prevent  dead 
men  and  boys  signing  the  petition :  one  name 
had  been  signed  three  times  over  in  the  Mad- 
borough  petition.  He  had  been  told  it  was 
"  Sutherland."  He  did  not  think,  at  all  events, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  defended 
that  petition  would  like  it  to  undergo  a  very 
close  scrutiny;  but  he  did  not  blame  &e 
Government  for  acceding  to  the  petition,  be- 
cause they  had  no  choice.  He  ooold  not  think 
the  House  would  like  to  keep  such  a  measure 
in  existence ;  but,  as  the  Government  had  not 
had  opportunity  to  prepare  a  careful  measure 
in  its  place,  the  House  auouldsaspend  the  opera- 
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tion  of  the  New  Provinces  Act,  and  leave  the 
Govezninent  time  to  bring  in  a  more  carefully- 
prepared  Act  next  gession. 

Mr.  McGLASHAN  would  only  say  that  it  was 
the  most  iniquitous  Act  that  ever  disgraced  a 
Statute  Boole. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  discovered  that 
the  ruling  he  hod  announced  to  the  House  was 
wrong.  He  now  found  from  May  that  it  was 
competent  for  a  member  to  move  as  an  amend- 
ment a  resolution  strictly  referring  to  the  Bill ; 
bat  the  Bill  would  not  be  set  aside  by  such  a 
raaolntioD,  and  might  be  read  a  second  time  on 
any  otiier  day.  He  would  therefore  be  pre- 
pared to  put  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  if  it  found  a  seconder. 

Mr.  JOLIilE  seconded  it. 

Debate  then  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  six 
e'olodc  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  Sth  August,  1861. 

Crown  Graot— New  Jndse— Leave  of  Abaenoe— Third 
tt— ^<"ff — Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  BUI — 
I«nd  Bevenae  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 
BQI  (No.  8)— Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begnlations 
Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsaxzb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

CROWN  GRANT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANGBED,  after  stating  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  proceeded  to  ask 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  Whether  a  grant  lately 
issued  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  James  Duncan,  of 
Manawatu,  in  the  Province  of  Wellington,  for 
a  piece  of  land  at  Manawatu,  under  the  11th 
section  of  "  The  Waste  Lands  Act,  1858,"  has 
been  delivered  to  th&  grantee ;  in  case  it 
.  should  not  have  been  delivered,  what  is  the 
leason  of  its  non-delivery  ;  and  whether  the 
Superintendent  of  Wellington  is  in  any  way 
oonoetned  in  its  detention  ? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  replied  that  the 
Government  had  no  official  knowledge  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington in  the  matter. 

NEW  JUDGE. 
The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  asked  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General ,  Whether  his  Honour 
Mr.  Justice  Gresson  has  been  appointed  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand 
under  a  special  warrant  from  Her  Majesty ;  if 
not,  whether  his  appointment  has  been  con- 
firmed, or  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  for  confirmation,  by 
Her  Majesty ;  and  the  date  when  such  appoint- 
ment was  so  confirmed  or  referred  as  aforesaid? 
Whether,  in  the  event  of  the  appointment  of 
any  additional  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
B^ponsible  Advisers  of  the  Governor  will  advise 
the  Government,  in  the  selection  and  appoint- 
BMsU  of  snob  Judge,  to  act  upon  the  suggestion 
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offered  by  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Labouohere  in 
his  despatch  of  the  18th  August,  1867,  in  refer- 
ence to  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  House  ° 
of  Representatives  on  the  24th  July,  1866,  as 
follows:  "I  fully  recognize  the  substantial 
justice  of  the  wish  of  the  Assembly,  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  such 
subject  should  be  assisted  by  that  of  a  person- 
age so  qualified  to  advise,  and  whose  selection 
was  so  certain  to  be  attended  with  respect,  as 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  at 
Westminster  Hall"? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  would  reply  to 
these  questions  categorically.  He  did  not  find 
that  h:s  Honour  Mr.  Justice  Gresson  had  been 
appointed  under  a  special  warrant  from  Her 
Majesty,  but  by  virtue  of  powers  conferred 
by  "  The  Supreme  Court  Judges  Act,  1868 ;" 
nor  did  he  find  that  the  appointment  had  been 
confirmed  by  Her  Majesty,  or  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  confirmation.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  question,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  a  definite  answer. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitoker  and  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie  for 
the  remainder  of  the  session. 

THIRD  READING. 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

JURY  ORDINANCE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  without  amend- 
ment. 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRIATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Land  Revenue  Appropriation 
Act  1858  Amendment  Bill  in  a  speech,  appeal- 
ing to  the  Council  with  respect  to  the  beneflti 
to  the  provinces  resulting  from  the  placing  of 
provincial  funds  at  the  disposition  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  GIBBES  was  tired 
of  this  question.  He  saw  reasons  why  it  was 
desirable  the  provinces  should  have  the  dis- 
posal o£  provincial  funds  ;  but  he  had  also  wit- 
nessed so  much  illegal  and  irregular  expendi- 
ture of  those  funds  that,  whilst  he  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  ofier  no  farther  opposition  to 
the  measure,  he  would  not  vote  either  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  spoke  against  the 
second  reading,  sat  down,  and  rose  to  move, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  having  sat  down,  could 
not  farther  address  the  Council ;  whereupon 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  moved.  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  6iz 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATTS  RUSSELL  seconded 
the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Di.  POLLEN  spoke  in  Umvx  of 
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the  original  motion,  indicatins  the  importance 
of  the  Bill  OS  a  measure  vitally  affecting  pro- 
Tincial  finance  and  the  progress  of  provincial 
prosperity. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNEY  spoke 
against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  replied,  urging  the 
importance  of  the  question  as  a  financial  mea- 
sure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  spoke  to  the 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  made  'a  few 
observations  in  support  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL  was  altogether 
opposed  to  the  Bill. 

The  Couincil  divided  on  the  amendment. 

Ates,  6. 
Amey  Bichmond         Salmon 

Baillie  Bussell,  A.  H.   Tancred. 

Outfield  Bussell,  Watts 

Noes,  4. 
Johnston  Sewell 

Pollen  Swainson. 

Majority  for,  i. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
(ead  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BEOULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begalations  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  refarred 
to  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of  the  Hon. 
Major  Bichmond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cutfield,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Bussell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  Sth  August,  1861. 


MiUtlar-OoldfleldB— First  Beading— Petition  of  A. 
B.  Abraham— i'etiBionerB' Claims  BUI — Otago  and 
Boatbland  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill — 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)- Adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaxsb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock- 
Pbayebs. 

MILITIA, 
Mr.  FOX  said  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
debate  which  had  occurred  on  Thursday  on  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Frank- 
lin relative  to  drilling  the  Militia,  the  Ministry 
had  brought  the  subject  under  His  Excellency's 
consideration,  and  His  Excellency  had  at  once 
assented  to  the  discontinuance  of  drill,  and 
the  colonels  would  be  instructed  to  that  effect 
immediately. 

GOLDFIELDS. 
Mr.  DICK  asked  the  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms,  Whether,  in  the  event  of  the   Maoris 
going  to  the  goldfields  in  the  Middle  Island,  any 
means  will  be  adopted  to  prevent  their  taking 
fize-arms  and  ammunition  with  them  7 
Mr.  WOOD  replied  that  if  His  Ezcellenoy 
Hon.  Dr.  PotUn 


could  exercise  the  power  under  the  Atms  Aetof 
this  session  he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  remarked  that,  in- 
dependent of  the  Arms  Act,  the  Oovemor  had 
the  power  to  act  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  WOOD  said,  then  he  might  state  that  the 
Oovemor  would  exercise  that  power. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills  BiU. 

PETITION  OF  A.  B.  ABBAHAM. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  it 
was  ordered,  That  all  the  evidence  taken  befoce 
the  Committee  of  Private  Qrievances  on  the 
petition  of  Augustus  Brown  Abraham  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  printed  softer  the  appendices 
to  the  Committee's  report  on  that  pebtion,  so 
as  to  form  one  paper. 

PENSIONEBS'  CLAIMS  BHiIi. 
Mr.  O'BOBEE  said  that  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Pensioners'  Claiini 
Bill  he  would  state  briefly  the  reasons  why 
legislation  on  this  subject  was  necessuy. 
When  the  Pensioners  —  the  New  Zealand 
Fencibles — were  sent  out  by  the  Tmparial  Go- 
vernment to  this  colony,  instructions  were 
conveyed  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  to 
Sir  George  Grey,  at  that  time  Governor  of  New 
Zealand,  to  the  effect  that  adjacent  to  each  of 
the  pensioner  villages  a  certain  portion  of  land 
should  be  reserved,  over  which  a  right  of  pre- 
emption should  for  three  years  be  granted  to 
the  military  settlers  in  certain  proportions. 
This  right  of  pre-emption  honourable  membea 
would  understand  to  be  quite  distinct  from  the 
cottage  and  acre  which  were  to  be  allotted  to 
them  within  the  village,  it  being  clearly  the 
intention  of  the  Home  Gk>vernment  that  these 
military  settlers  should  have,  in  addition  to 
their  house  and  garden,  facilities  afforded  to 
them  of  obtaining  small  farms  of  from  five  to 
ten  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  their  residences.  A 
perusal  of  the  very  complete  and  able  report  of 
the  Land  Claims  Commissioner,  to  whom  the 
question  of  these  claims  was  referred  for  in- 
vestigation by  the  late  Ministry,  will  at  <»ee 
show  that  the  Colonial  Government  failed  to 
reserve  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  land  in  tiie 
neighbourhood  of  Onehunga  to  meet  the  appli- 
cations that  were  unremittingly  made  on  behalf 
of  pensioners  desirous  of  exercising  their  pre- 
emptive right.  In  consequence  of  this  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Oovemment  he 
(Mr.  O'Borke)  now  asked  this  House  to  legislate 
on  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  a  final  settlement 
of  these  claims.  He  thought  it  especially 
desirable  at  the  present  juncture,  when  the 
question  of  encouraging  further  pensioner  emi- 
gration might  with  great  propriety  be  mooted, 
that  this  colony  should  be  in  a  position  to  say 
that  it  had  done  the  fullest  justice  to  those 
already  introduced  into  the  country,  which  it 
undoubtedly  could  not  say  while  the  present 
claims  were  imsettled.  He  believed  he  was 
correct  in  stating  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  late  Government  to  have  done  all  that  lay 
in  its  power  to  have  finally  settled  these  olainis, 
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Bnd  he  trusted  that  the  gentlemen  now  ia  office 
would  be  actnated  by  a  similar  desire.    The 
Bill  now  under  consideration  would  be  found  to 
'   differ  in  one  important  respect  from  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Zjsiid  Claims  Commissioner.    The 
ncommendation  of  that  honourable  gentleman 
was  that  the  mode   of  settling  these  claims 
which  was  suggested  by  the  Auckland  Provin- 
cial Council  nearly  four  years  ago  should  now 
be  carried  out — namely,  that  there  should  be 
granted  to  such  of  the  pensioners  as  had  not 
yet  received  their  pre-emption  land  a  right  of 
purchasing  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  acres  each  at  the  price  of  lOs.  per 
acre,  payable  in  three  equal  cmnual  instal- 
ments.   Now,  he  contended  that  such  an  ar- 
rangement, although  he  believed  it  would  have 
been  generally  acceptable  if  carried  out  when 
it  was  originally  sanctioned  by  the  Provincial 
Council,  would  not  now  be  deemed  satisfactory. 
Honourable  members  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  altered  circumstances  of  this  province 
since  1858,  and  also  the  length  of  tune  —  in 
some  cases  exceeding  ten  years — during  which 
these  men  had  been  denied  the  privilege  of 
exercising   this   pre-emptive   right.      He   felt 
asssred  that  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  a  mere  right  of  purchasing  a  portion  of 
gen^tU  country  land,  to  be  paid  for  within  three 
years,  would  not  be  a  boon  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate for  the  losses  already  sustained.    Then, 
again,  meet  of  these  men  were  now  advanced 
in  years ;  and  it  would  be  hardly  fair,  especially 
in  the  present  disturbed  state  of  the  colony,  to 
make  an  offer  of  compensation  which  t^ey  could 
only  avail  themselves  of  by  breaking  up  their 
homes  and  going  far  into  the  bush.    Wnat  he 
proposed  was  that,  in  lien  of  a  right  of  pre- 
emption over  country  land,  land -scrip,  to  be 
available  in  the  purchase  not  only  of  coun- 
try land,  but  also  of  town  or  suburban  land, 
•tumid  bis  awarded  to  them  as  compensation 
for  their  losses.    It  was  not  his  intention  to 
propose  an  extreme  amount  of  compensation ; 
out  he  might  be  allowed  to  state  that,  having 
resided  for  many  years  in  Onehunga,  in  the 
heart  of  the  pre-emption  land  of  the  fiirst  mili- 
tary settlers  located  there,  he  was  prepared  to 
bear  witness  to  the  present  value  of  that  land. 
He  knew  of   two  of  these  pre-emptive  farms 
that  were  sold  within  the  last  few  years,  for 
which  the  price  realized  was  £60  per  acre.     He 
considered  that,  had  the  present  claimants  been 
allowed  to  exercise  their  pre-emption  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Onehunga — and  to  that  settle- 
ment he  believed  they  all  belonged — they  would 
have  obtained  farms  worth  now  from  £200  to 
£S00.    But  he  was  not  prepared  to  ask  for  such 
a  laxge   amount  as  that.    A   much  smaller 
omoont,  he  beUeved,  would  satisfy  the  claim- 
ants.   They  were  all  well  aware  that  it  was  no 
longer  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  grant 
them  that  which  they  from  the  first  were  most 
anxious  for — land  in  the  vicinity  of  Onehunga ; 
but  he  thought  they  were  at  least  entitled  to 
the  present  value  of  one  acre  there.    That  was 
a  saVjeot  on  which  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  take  the  discussion  in  Committee ;  and,  if  the 
Eonse  would  now  affirm  the  principle  of  the 


present  Bill  by  allowing  it  to  be  read  the  second 
time,  he  was  prepared  at  once  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee and  there  fix  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion. He  believed  it  was  not  the  intention  ol 
any  honourable  member  to  oppose  the  mea- 
sure, as  all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  recognized  the  justice 
of  the  claims.  He  begged  to  move.  That  the 
Pensioners*  Claims  Billbe  now  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  WHiLIAMSON  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  this  subject.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
He  had  had  frequent  opportunities  of  looking 
into  this  matter,  and  was  therefore  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  these  claims.  He  oelieved 
that  some  of  these  pensioners  were  fully  en- 
titled to  a  favourable  consideration.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  power  of  appointment  of  a  Com- 
missioner to  mvestigate  these  claims,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  move  an  amendment  when  the 
Bill  was  in  Committee.  The  question  was  one 
arising  out  of  a  transaction  between  the  Im- 
perial Government  and  the  Government  of  the 
colony.  These  men  had  been  sent  out  on  the 
imderstanding  that  they  would  be  entitled  to 
certain  privileges ;  and  such  of  their  claims 
which  had  already  been  submitted  to  this 
House  had  been  dealt  with  liberally  when  found 
to  be  reasonable  and  just.  It  was  understood 
that,  whatever  allowance  might  be  awarded  to 
them  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  whether 
in  the  shape  of  land  or  money,  it  was  but  fair 
and  right  that  such  allowance  should  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Province  of  Auckland,  which 
had  derived  direct  advanti^es  from  the  location 
of  these  pensioners.  Admitting,  as  he  fully  did, 
the  equity  of  this,  he  could  not,  nevertheless, 
see  that  it  should  follow  that  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  province  should  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  to  investigate  claims 
that  were  not  of  provincial  but  of  Imperial 
origin.  He  thought  the  person  appointed  to 
investigate  should  hold  his  authority  from  the 
Governor  of  the  colony ;  and  when  the  House 
proceeded  to  consider  wis  Bill  in  Committee  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose  an  amendment  in 
the  8rd  clause  to  that  effect ;  and,  with  a  view 
to  save  unnecessary  costs  b^  the  new  Commis- 
sion for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill,  which  costs 
would  fall  on  tiie  Province  of  Auckland,  he 
would  propose  that,  as  there  was  already  a 
Commissioner  of  Land  Claims,  the  cases  should 
be  referred  to  that  officer,  in  whose  hands  they 
might  be  safely  placed.  Believing  that  a  mea- 
sure was  needed  to  settle  finally  the  question 
of  these  claims,  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  would  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  felt  sony  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  did  not  say  a  few  words  on  this  business 
before  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time.  If  he 
could  command  the  notice  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  for  a  short  time,  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  was  exceed- 
ingly familiar  with  these  subjects,  Mid  therefoce 
the  proper  person  to  deal  with  them.  He  was 
very  glad  to  hear  the  observations  which  had 
been  made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auok- 
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land  City  West.  That  honoorable  gentleman 
often  showed  good  sense  in  this  House  on  ques- 
tions which  did  not  excite  political  passion. 
The  Superintendent,  owingto  his  position,  often 
experienced  great  difficulty,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  in  doing  justice  to  the  province.  The 
Superintendent  was  subject  to  difficulties  aris- 
ing from  a  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  him  as 
the  elective  head  of  the  province.  He  believed 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  was  very  sincere  in  everything  that  con- 
cerned the  welfare  of  the  province,  and  he  was 
perfectly  justified  in  asking,  in  the  appointment 
of  a  Commissioner,  to  be  supported  against  a 
pressure  that  might,  in  this  respect,  be  Drought 
on  him  as  Superintendent  of  the  province. 
Some  honourable  members  in  this  Honse  often 
imagined  that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  delicacy 
on  the  part  of  a  Superintendent  to  interpose 
.when  unlimited  power  was  proposed  to  be 
'  placed  in  his  hands.  But  it  merely  arose  from 
a  sense  of  the  difficulty  under  which  Super- 
intendents were  placed  when  they  found  that 
they  really  were  not  in  a  position  to  do  jnstice 
to  their  constituency  and  at  the  same  time 
to  resist  the  potent  power  that  was  brought 
against  them.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  thought 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissioner  should 
be  left  to  the  Governor,  who  could  not  be  un- 
duly swayed  by  local  influences.  He  under- 
stood that  something  of  the  kind  as  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  had  been  recommended  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace.  He  (Mr.  Kichmond),  for  his  own 
part,  would  like  to  hear  what  that  honourable 
member  had  to  say.  If  he  gave  his  vote  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  he  should  do  so  to 
carry  into  efiect  his  recommendations. 

ISx.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  BUI  which 
was  now  before  the  House  was  not  exactly 
in  accordance  with  his  recommendation. 
The  honourable  member  referred  to  the  facts 
contained  in  the  report  which  he  made  and 
brought  before  the  House.  They  were  plainly 
these :  The  Government  of  the  country  were 
in  a  manner  bound  to  these  claimants  by  an 
original  contract.  The  proposal  he  made  as 
compensation  was  to  give  them  the  right  of 
pre-emption  of  a  hundred  acres  of  land  at  10s. 
per  aore,  and  allow  them  three  years  to  pay 
tor  it.  It  was  no  invention  of  his  own — the 
proposal  was  made  in  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Auckland,  where  these  claims  had  received 
more  consideration  from  time  to  time  than  any 
other  local  grievance.  His  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Onehunga  came  to  him  and 
talked  the  matter  over,  and  intimated  that  a 
small  amount  of  compensation  should  be  given 
to  these  pensioners  for  the  loss  they  had  sus- 
tained, instead  of  giving  them  the  land  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  At  the  request  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  put  in  writing  the 
•ubstaooe  in  the  exact  words  of  the  Bill — when 
his  honourable  friend  came  over  to  him  he  sat 
down  in  haste  and  wrote  the  lines,  and  imagine 
his  surprise  to  see  them  the  next  day  in  print, 
because  it  was  intended  to  be  merely  a  private 
■ketoh.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill : 
on  th«  oontraiy,  he  thought,  if  the  Superin- 
Ur.  O.  W.  Richmond 


tendent  of  Auckland — ^who  knew  more  aboot 
these  claims  than  any  other  member — and  the 
honourable  member  for  Onehunga  agreed  to 
give  this  small  compensation  rather  thaji  the 
hundred  acres,  it  was  his  intention  not  to 
oppose  the  Bill.  Certainly,  when  he  made 
the  original  proposal,  and  when  he  placed  the 
sketch  in  writing  in  his  honourable  friend's 
hands,  he  could  not  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  COLENSO,  having  been  ctHed  upon  to 
exercise  his  right  to  vote  for  or  against  this 
Bill,  required  information.  Perhaps  the  htHiour- 
able  member  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  Wil- 
liamson) would  answer  his  question  before  ha 
voted  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  When 
he  saw  that  the  claimants  were  entitled  to  five 
acres  of  land  in  the  pensioner  villages,  aad 
when  he  saw  that  it  was  not  for  from  the  Town 
of  Auckland,  and  that  they  were  to  have  a  oec- 
tain  amount  of  compensation  given  to  them, 
he  wanted  to  know  whether  they  would  be  at 
liberty  to  choose  their  land  in  any  part  near  to 
Auckland;  because  it  appeared  to  him  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  .exercise  their  right 
within  the  pensioner  villages.  He  had  heanl 
the  pensioners  spoken  highly  of,  and  tha.t  thay 
had  been  a  great  protection  to  the  Ci^  of  Auck- 
land. Were  they  asked  to  take  their  land  from 
the  waste  lands  in  any  part  of  the  province? 
If  they  had  bern  a  benefit  to  Auckland,  it  wu 
hardly  fair  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  go 
to  the  extreme  north  or  to  the  extreme  south  to 
their  own  detriment.  But  then  he  was  told 
that  there  was  no  land.  In  reference  to  the 
right  ol  pre-emption  he  found  they  were  only 
allowed  three  months.  He  questioned  whether 
that  time  was  sufficient.  It  might  be  that  some 
of  them  had  removed  from  New  Zealand,  or 
they  might  be  at  Otago ;  and  he  found  that  if 
they  did  not  put  in  their  claims  after  three 
months  they  could  not  be  heard.  He  thought 
they  should  be  allowed  a  longer  time,  or  many 
might  in  this  way  forfeit  their  claims.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  very  proper  for  the 
Superintendent  to  appoint  a  Commissioner; 
but  it  would  be  much  better  to  leave  it  to 
the  Governor.  However,  that  was  matter  <i 
opinion. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  would  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  Governor  should  appoint  the  Commis- 
sioner to  investigate  the  claims. 

Mr.  O'BOBEE,  in  answer  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier,  said  that  the  selling  of 
the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Onehunga  had  been 
one  of  the  greatest  hardships  inflicted  on  the 
pensioners ;  and  the  Government  had  been  the 
gainers  by  selling  at  a  high  price  the  land 
which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  aa  pre- 
emption land  for  the  pensioners.  And  as  re- 
garded the  other  question  about  limiting  to 
three  months  the  time  for  sending  in  claims, 
he  quite  agreed  that  it  should  be  altered  to  six 
months  in  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  to-monow. 
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OTAOO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Otago  and  South- 
land Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2). 
m  couMirrEE. 

Clause  14. — If  money  be  expended  on  the 
public  service  without  authority,  how  the  Audi- 
tor is  to  proceed. 

tSx.  WARD  proposed,  as  an  amendment, 
That  all  the  words  of  the  clause  after  the  word 
"  for,"  in  the  ninth  line,  be  omitted,  and  the 
following  inserted  in  lien  thereof :  "  and  any 
person  expending  public  money  on  the  public 
service  without  authority  of  law  shall  be  liable 
for  every  such  oSenoe  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing one  nnndred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  sum- 
marily on  the  prosecution  of  the  Provincial 
Auditor  or  Deputy- Auditor :  Provided  that  no 
such  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  except 
upon  a  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Council, 
passed  by  an  absolute  majority  thereof,  autho- 
rizing the  same,  and  certified  to  the  Auditor 
or  Deputy  Auditor  by  warrant  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  said  Council." 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  proposed,  as  another 
amendment.  That  the  following  words  be  in- 
serted in  lieu  of  the  amendment  just  proposed : 
"whose  duty  it  shall  be  forthwith  to  transmit 
a  certified  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Oovernor." 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Ward's 
amendment. 

Ates,  36. 
Bell  Hall  Richmond,  A.  J. 

BoUer  JoUie  Bio}unond,C.W. 

Carter  Mantell  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Colenso  Mason  Russell 

Cookson  MoOlashan        Stafford 

Creyke  Monro,  D.  Taylor,  0. 3. 

Curtis  Munro,  J.  Weld 

Eyes  Nixon  Wells 

Firth  O'NeUl  Wilson 

Fox  O'Rorke  Wood. 

Fraser  Renall  TtlUr. 

Graham,  Q.       Rhodes  Ward. 


Brandon 

Dick 

Domett 


Noxs,  6. 
Fitzherbert 


Telltr. 


Taylor,  W.  W.  Saunders. 


Majority  for,  29. 

Mr.  Ward's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEET  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  inserted  and  do  stand  as 
clause  19  of  the  Bill :  This  Act  shall  continue 
in  operation  until  the  end  of  the  session  next 
bat  one  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  no 
longer. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Axes,  23. 

Brandon - 

Carter 

Fitzherbert 

Butler 

Dick 

Fox 

Graham,  G.       O'Rorke  Taylor,  W.  W. 

HaU  BenaU  Ward 

Kettle  Rhodes  Williamson 

Mantell  Russell  Wood. 

Munro,  J..  Saunders  TtUtr. 

Ormond  Taylor,  C.  J.      Eyes. 

Noes,  33. 
Bell  Jollie  Stafford 

Colenso  Miison  Weld 

Cookson  McGlashan        Wells 

Creyke  Monro,  D.  White 

Curtis  Nixon  Wilson. 

Domett  O'NeUl 

Firth  Richmond,A.jr.        TelUr. 

Fraser  Riohmond,C.W.Biohmond,J.C. 

Majority  for,  1. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again, 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  That  this  Honse 
will,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  at  half  after 
five  of  the  clock  this  day,  adjourn  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  divided. 


Bell 

Butler 

Colenso 

Cookson 

Creyke 

Domett 

Fraser 

Firth 

Graham,  G. 

HaU 


Brandon 

Carleton 

Carter 

Dick 

Eyes 

Fitzherbert 


Aybs, 
JoUie 
Mantell 
Mason 
Nixon 
O'NeiU 
Ormond 


Stafford 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

Weld 

Wells 

Williamson 

Wilson 


Richmond.A.  J.White. 
Richmond,C.W. 
Richmond,J.  C.         Teller. 
Russell  Curtis. 

Noes,  15. 
Fox 
Kettle 
Mnnro,  J. 
O'Rorke 
RenaU 


Rhodes 
Taylor,  W.  W, 
Wood. 

TelUr. 
Saunders. 


Majority  for,  18. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Honse  adjourned  at  half -past  five  o'olook 
p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  6th  Auguet,  1861. 


Crown  Orant— Third  Beading— New  Zealand  Com- 
pany's Land  Claimants  Ordinauoe  Amendmwtt 
6lU. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

CROWN  GRANT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  said  that,  as  he 
considered  he  had  received  ho  real  reply  to  the 
question  put  by  him  yesterday,  he  hod  been 
led  to  place  the  notice  of  motion  which  ap- 
peared m  his  name  in  this  day's  Paper.  That 
notice  ran  thus ;   That  copy  of  any  correspon 
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dence  relating  to  the  issae  of  a  Crown  grant  in 
faTour  of  the  Rev.  James  Ddhcan,  under  the 
11th  section  of  "  The  Waste  Lands  Act,  1858," 
for  a  piece  of  land  at  Manawatu,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Wellington,  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
Council.  He  referred  in  strong  terms  to  the 
withholding  of  this  grant,  which  he  attributed 
to  "  the  Wellington  party,"  to  whom  the  Rev. 
James  Duncan  haid  rendered  himself  ob- 
noxious. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SKWELL  replied  at  some 
length.  He  admitted  that  the  grant  had  not 
been  issued,  but  was  still  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  of  Land  Revenue.  The  reason  that 
led  the  Wellington  Provincial  Qovemment  to 
keep  back  the  issue  of  the  grant  was  not  a 
political  motive,  but  because  me  land  in  ques- 
tion was  considered  an  important  site  for  the 
formation  of  a  township  on  the  Manawatu. 
[The  honourable  gentleman  said  he  could  as- 
sure his  honourable  friend  that,  if,  in  law  and 
in  justice,  the  grant  ought  to  be  issued,  he 
would  take  care  that  no  obstruction  should  be 
experienced.] 

Motion  agreed  to. 

THIRD  READING. 
Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 

NEW  ZEALAND  COMPANY'S  LAND 
CLAIMANTS  ORDINANCE  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claim- 
ants Ordinance  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  6th  August,  1861. 


Picton  Bailway  BUl-Provinoiftl  Audit  BUI  (No.  3)— 
Otago  and  Southland  Publio  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill— Kew  Provinoes  Act  Amendment  Bill 
— HlUtia.  

Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbasbbs. 

PICTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Picton  Railway  Bill,  referred  to 
the  object  which  it  was  intended  to  carry  out — 
it  bad  been  well  supported  by  resolutions  in 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Marlborough — also, 
to  a  petition  which  had  been  got  up  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district,  containing  325  sig- 
natures in  support  of  the  project,  and  which 
would  have  numbered  five  hundred  names  if 
more  time  had  been  allowed ;  and,  likewise,  to 
the  magnificent  harliour  of  Picton,  and  begged 
the  House — as  the  settlers  would  consider  this 
a  very  great  boon  in  affording  them  facilities 
of  a  cheap  way  of  getting  their  goods  to  and 
from  the  harbour — to  think  twice  before  they 
rejected  the  Bill.  The  oi>positiou  to  this  un- 
dertaking arose  from  an  impression  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Tancrtd 


trade  would   be   diverted   from  Blenheim  to 
Picton. 

Mr.  EYES  beUeved  it  was  the  custom  to  ob- 
ject to  Bills,  when  members  had  objections  to 
make,  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He 
understood  that  the  rule  was,  with  regard  to 
private  Bills,  that  a  member  who  had  any 
pecuniary  interest  concerned  in  the  project 
could liot  sit  as  a  meml>er  of  the  Committee; 
and  this  rule  had  been  broken  in  this  case,  be- 
cause three  of  the  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee had  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  with 
regard  to  this  Railway  Bill.  He  was  also  per- 
fectly justified  in  opposing  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  because  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that  the  report  which  had  been  brought  up  was 
not  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  at 
all.  [The  honourable  member  then  objected 
to  several  irregularities  which  he  alleged  had 
taken  place  in  the  Select  Committee.] 

Mr.  CARLETON  requested  the  honoorabla 
member  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  aecond 
time,  and  raise  a  debate  on  the  2nd  clause  in 
Committee ;  and  this  would  enable  the  Speaker 
to  take  a  part  in  the  discussion,  and  botii 
sides  of  the  subject  would  be  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  EYES  proceeded  to  show  that  the  onder- 
taking  was  not  a  justifiable  one  under  present 
circumstances.    He  said  that  a  good  road  could 
bo  made  for  the  twelve  miles  at  a  cost  of 
£10,000,  while  the  railway  would  cost  £60,000; 
and  there  was  not  sufficient  trade  to  justify 
such  an  outlay  at  present.  The  population  was 
about  1,700.    On  the  electoral  roll  for  1860 
there  were  twenty-three  resident  electors  for 
Picton,  and  twenty-eight   for  Blenheim,  and 
there  were  not  more  than  three  hundred  elec- 
tors in  the  whole  province.     In  the  Mi^'lP* 
there  were  343  persons,  of  whom  262  belonged 
to  Waimea,  and  81  to  Picton.    The  export  <d 
wool  thence  last  year  was  about  2,000  bales, 
and  it  was  not  likely  for  some  years  to  exceed 
2,500  bales.    [The  honourable  member  thoaght 
that  if  this  was  carried  out  no  one  in  the  £s- 
trict  would  derive  more  benefit  than  he  him- 
self would ;  but  he  strongly  protested  agadnst 
any  man  seeking  to  benefit  himself   at    the 
expense  of  the  province.      With  regard  to  the 
petition  that  had  been  presented,  he  believed 
it  would  be  found  that  two  hundred  of  the  sig- 
natures wore  of  men  who  were  working  under 
the  Government  on  the  roads.   He  moved.  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  nx 
months.] 

Debate  ensued. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  aa  the 
Bill. 

Ut  COMMITTBS. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  read. 

Debate  ensued. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  Mr. 
Chairman  do  now  report  progress,  and  tjak 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Aticinfon 

Bell 

Batler 

Cotenso 

Cookson 

Creyke 

Curtis 

Dick 

Firth 

Fraser 


Axss,  as. 

Graham,  O. 

Hall 

Jollie 

Kettle 

Man  tell 

Mason 

Monro,  D. 

Monro,  J. 

Nixon 

O'NeiU 


Biohinond,A.J. 

Bichmond.O.W 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

Stafford 

Weld 

Wells 

Wilson. 

Teller. 
Ormond. 


Noes,  14. 
Brandon  McOlashan        Ward 

Carter  O'Borke  White 

Domett  Benall  Wood. 

Featheiston      Saonders  Teller. 

Fox  Taylor,  W.W.  Eyes. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
•gain. 

PROVmCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  House  went   into   Committee  for  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  Provincial  Audit 
Bill  (No.  2). 

DT  COmnTTEE. 

Bill  recommitted  to  consider  clause  19. 

Clause  19. — This  Act  shall  continue  in  opera- 
tion until  the  end  of  the  session  next  but  one 
of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  WELLS  moved,  as  an  amendment.  To 
omit  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  session," 
with  a  view  to  insert  the  following  in  lieu 
thereof:  "of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  which 
shall  be  held  next  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
«ix^-five." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  wotds  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

Atbs,  16. 


Bntler 

Harrison 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Carter 

Kettle 

Word 

Dick 

Munro,  J. 

Williamson 

Eyes 

O'Borke 

Wood. 

Featheiston 

Benall 

TelUr. 

Fitzherbert 

Saunders 

Brandon. 

Fox 

Noes,  28. 

Atkinson 

Hall 

Biohmond.C.W 

Bell 

Collie 

Richmond,  3.  C 

Colenso 

ManteU 

Rowley 

Cookson 

Mason 

Stafford 

Creyke 

McOlashan 

White 

CurtU 

Nixon 

Weld 

Domett 

O'Neill 

Wilson. 

Firth 

Ormond 

Fiaser 

Rhodes 

Teller. 

Oiaham,  0. 

Riohmond,A.  J.  Wells. 

Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  following  words  be 
inserted,  and  do  stand  as  clause  20  of  the  Bill : 
And  whereas  it  is  desirable  that  a  reasonable 
latitude  should  b«  allowed  to  excessive  ex- 


penditure, be  it  enacted  that  the  provisions  of 
section  fourteen  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  in 
any  case  of  such  expenditure  when  the  amount 
so  expended  shall  not  be  more  than  one  eighth 
part  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated  by 
law. 

Mr.  WELD  said  if  this  amendment  were 
passed  it  would  be  as  well  to  do  away  with  the 
Bill  altogether.  He  was  willing  to  allow  a  fair 
margin  to  Superintendents,  but  he  would  not 
be  a  party  to  anything  which  would  deprive  the 
Provincial  Councils  of  their  constitutional  check 
over  the  expenditure.  The  Provincial  Councils 
ought  to  have  the  control  of  their  own  funds ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  asked  the  House  to  appro- 
priate one-eighth  of  the  gross  provincial  appro- 
priations. It  was  true  they  did  not  say  it  should 
be  spent ;  but  they  were  aiaked  to  invite  Super- 
intendents to  exceed  their  appropriations  by  a 
certain  amount,  and  they  would  not  be  punished 
for  it.  He  was  confident,  if  the  amendment 
was  passed,  that  Superintendents  would  spend 
the  money  in  defiance  of  their  Councils.  He 
wished  to  give  a  margin  to  the  Superintendents, 
while  he  sought  to  give  the  Councils  a  check 
over  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Councils  had  the  power  of 
nullifying  the  operation  of  the  amendment.  If 
they  thought  the  Superintendents  were  not  to  be 
intrusted  with  the  uncontrolled  expenditure  of 
money  in  excess  of  the  appropriations  they  had 
only  to  pass  their  appropriations  one-eighth  less 
than  was  required. 

Mr.  WELD. — Then  the  amendment  is  use- 
less. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  almost  de- 
spaired of  making  himself  understood  on  this 
subject.  The  clause  related,  not  to  the  issues  of 
money  from  the  provincial  Treasuries,  but  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  moneys  when  issued.  Now, 
in  England  the  Exchequer  held  the  purse,  the 
head  of  that  department  issuing  only  such  sums 
of  money  as  were  covered  by  an  Act  of  Appro- 
priation. If  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Execu- 
tive demanded  money  in  excess  of  any  appro- 
priation the  head  of  the  Exchequer  Depart- 
ment was  inexorable :  his  answer  was,  "  Go  to 
Parliament  for  supplies."  The  Controller  of 
the  Exchequer  was  not  affected  by  changes  of 
Ministry.  The  office  was  permanent ;  and  the 
occupant  could  only  be  removed  on  an  address 
by  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  American 
system  was  similar.  No  money  in  excess  of 
Appropriation  Acts  would  be  issued  to  the  Pay 
Departments  in  the  States  for  any  object :  if  an 
additional  sum  was  .required  the  Legislature 
was  called  together,  and  a  supply  asked  for  and 
granted.  He  wanted  some  such  system  here  ; 
but,  as  the  application  of  the  principle  was  new, 
he  would  allow  some  latitude  at  the  first.  He 
would  therefore  support  the  amendment,  pro- 
vided the  upper  limit  was  preserved — that  is, 
supposing  an  appropriation  for  £72,000  was 
granted  for  nine  services  on  which  £8,000  each 
was  to  be  spent,  he  would  allow  the  Superin- 
tendents to  spend  £9,000  on  eight  of  these 
services,  if  necessary,  but  would  make  him  call 
his  Coonoil  together  to  grant  a  supply  of  £8,000 
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in  ezoesa  of  £72,000  for  the  service  which  had 
been  neglected.  This  would  give  him  a  working 
margin,  and  would  control  the  gross  expenditure 
in  excess  of  the  Appropriation  Act  without  the 
consent  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  thought  the  principle  might 
be  safely  applied  to  the  provinces,  for,  after  the 
absolute  grants  had  been  expended,  the  Super- 
intendents ought  to  call  their  Councils  together 
and  ask  them  for  additional  grants. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  one  great  fallacy  seemed 
to  be  that  the  amendment  was  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  expenditure  was  to  be  for 
the  purposes  specified  in  the  appropriations. 
There  were  instances,  however,  in  wluch  these 
purposes  were  never  attempted  to  be  carried 
out,  though  placed  for  successive  years  on  the 
estimates.  The  money  was  expended  by  the 
Superintendents  on  oUier  objects  than  those 
for  which  it  had  been  voted ;  and  he  thought 
that  should  be  checked.  The  eighth  of  the 
estimates  would  come  to  a  considerable  sum  in 
the  aggregate.  The  Superintendents  had  no 
right  to  expend  more  than  was  on  the  esti- 
mates ;  and  the  amendment  was  proposed  with 
a  view  of  giving  a  latitude  for  illegal  expendi- 
ture. He  was  aware  that  much  good  had  been 
done  by  men  acting  in  violation  of  the  law ; 
and  any  great  good  that  had  ever  been  done  to 
the  State  was  done  by  men  with  a  halter  round 
their  necks,  while  more  timorous  men  hesitated 
to  incur  the  responsibility,  and  allowed  things 
to  remain  as  they  were.  At  the  same  time  he 
would  not  support  the  amendment ;  for,  besides 
giving  a  latitude  to  illegal  expenditure,  they 
ran  the  risk  of  allowing  that  outlay  to  be  made 
on  objects  not  contemplated  by  the  Provincial 
Councils. 

Mr.  O.  ORAHAM  said  all  the  Provincial 
Executives  bad  to  do  in  preparing  their  esti- 
mates was  to  add  a  tenth  to  each  item  for 
contingencies,  and  there  would  be  no  need 
to  exceed  the  Appropriation  Act.  He  had  hod 
considerable  experience  in  preparing  estimates 
for  Govemment  works,  and  that  margin  had 
always  been  found  sufficient  in  his  department. 

Mr.  O'BOBEE  objected  to  taking  cither  an 
eighth  or  a  tenth  from  the  hands  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  and  putting  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  Superintendent,  without  the  control  6t  his 
Council. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  amendment 

showed  the  impracticability  of  wotking  the  14th 

clause,  and  if   carried   he  would    be   almost 

'  tempted  to  vote  against  the  Bill  on  the  third 

reading. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  saw  some  good  in  the 
amendment.  It  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  the  Councils  and  Superintendents  work 
harmoniously  together  throughout  the  session ; 
because  the  Council  would  not  be  so  able  to 
wrong  him  towards  the  close  as  if  his  hands 
were  tied  up  to  the  exact  sum  appropriated. 

Mr.  BENALL  said  it  was  easy  to  go  to 
Parliament  in  England  when  a  grant  in  excess 
of  appropriation  was  required ;  but  the  diffi- 
culties of  calling  together  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cils in  New  Zealand  were  great. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BICHMOND  said  the  Constitution 
lit.  0,  W.  Eichmond 


did  that,  and  not  this  House.  He  believed  the 
time  had  safely  come  when  they  might  apply  the 
English  principle.  The  Pay  Department  could 
not  cause  the  chief  of  the  Excnequerto  issae 
his  warrant ;  and  an  appeal  against  his  deci- 
sion lay,  not  to  Parliament,  but  to  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  to  cause  a  mandamus  to  ia*a« 
to  show  cause  why  he  had  not  issued  his  war- 
rant, when  it  was  believed  it  had  been  illegally 
withheld.  He  would,  however,  sls  he  had 
already  said,  give  a  margin,  the  principle  being 
new  in  this  country.  But  some  check  wis 
needed  ;  for  they  had  seen  one  Superintendent 
who  conducted  himself  to  his  Legialatnre  fai 
more  like  a  Louis  Napoleon  than  an  English 
statesman.  They  had  had  an  exhibition  of 
autocracy  and  of  absolutism  ;  cheir  •institu- 
tions had  been  set  at  defiance ;  they  had  had 
tbem  trodden  under  foot;  and  that  exhibition 
was  so  grave  in  its  moral  consequences  that  it 
was  high  time  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  iti 
recurrence.  'He  (Mr.  Richmond)  only  desired 
the  Superintendents  placed  in  the  same  positioi 
as  the  General  Qovemment  occupied.  Then 
was,  at  present,  a  wide  difference  between  the 
Superintendents  and  the  Oeneral  Gtovemment. 
The  latter  had  spent  money  in  excess  of  appro- 
priation ;  and  they  had  to  come  np  to  the 
House  in  the  lowly  attitude  of  supplicante — 
they  had  had  to  make  their  apologies  to  the 
House,  and  ask  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  consequences  of  their 
illegal  act.  The  General  Govemment  did  not 
take  the  position  of  masters,  but  of  servants, 
which  in  reality  they  were ;  but  the  Superin- 
tendents acted  as  masters,  and  expended  the 
money  in  open  defiance  of  their  Councils.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Govemment  undertook  to  introduce  a  clause  in 
the  Bill  limiting  the  upper  range  of  expendi- 
ture to  the  gross  amount  of  the  appropnaticxi, 
he  (Mr.  Richmond)  would  be  willing  to  abandon 
the  Public  Money  Control  Bill. 

Mr.  FOX  was  sorry  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  provoked  a  discussion  by  a  reference 
to  the  differences  that  had  existed  between 
some  Provincial  Councils  and  the  Superin- 
tendents of  their  provinces.  He  could  not 
allow  the  observations  to  pass  without  giving 
them  an  utter  denial.  If  the  Wellington  Exe- 
cutive misconducted  itself,  the  Govemment  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  formed  apart 
was  responsible  for  all  the  consequences,  at 
they  haid  the  power  of  putting  an  end  to  it 
three  years  before  they  interfered.  And  to 
soon  as  a  dissolution  was  granted  they  found 
that  the  evil  was  remedied.  Neither  would  be 
allow  that  the  late  Govemment  had  come  to 
the  House  as  supplicants,  and  adopted  a  lowlr, 
apologetic  tone.  The  tone  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  expended  £36,000  of  pub- 
lic money  illegally,  and  contrary  to  his  own 
measure,  was  anything  but  that  of  a  servant. 
And  it  was  not  till  after  nightly  debates  that 
money  was  dragged  out  of  him  as  if  by  cart- 
ropes.  And  now,  having  given  a  Roland  for 
his  Oliver,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  would  refer  to  the 
question  raised  as  to  limiting  the  upper  range. 
That  Bubjeot  was  bo  large  as  to  require  seriont 
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eonsideiation.  In  the  meantime  he  would 
press  this  olanse,  as  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  npper  limit,  if  fonud  desirable  to  insert  a 
clanse  to  that  effect,  and  so  do  away  witL 
the  Control  Bill. 

Mr.  FIRTU  said  all  their  arguments  seemed 
to  be  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  should  always  be  in  bitter  hos- 
tility to  their  Superintendents.  He  thought, 
however,  that  they  had  now  taken  the  first 
step  towards  placing  them  on  a  proper  footing 
receding  each  other ;  and  the  result  would 
be  that  the  bickerings  which  hod  become  so 
familiar  woald  cease.  He  believed  that  this 
measnie  would  produce  feelings  of  mutual  con- 
fidence and  dependence  between  the  Provin- 
cial Executives  and  Provincial  Councils  which 
would  be  well  for  both  parties.  When  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  knew  they  had  the  absolute 
control  of  their  own  funds  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficnlty  in  getting  them  to  give  a  vote  of  credit 
to  Uteir  Snpexintendents  to  meet  exigencies. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  Nelson  Provincial 
Council  always  persisted  in  putting  several 
thousands  more  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  than 
was  required;  for  each  member  had  some  pet 
scheme  which  he  wished  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  BRANDON  defended  the  Superintendent 
of  Wellington  from  the  observations  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, To  insert,  after  the  word  "expended,"  the 
words  "  for  any  service." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ates,  26. 
Atkinson  Jollie  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Bell  Mason  Rowley 

Uookson  McGlashan       Stafionl 

Creyke  Nixon  Weld 

Curtis  O'Neill  Wells 

Fraser  O'Rorke  White 

Qiaham,  O.       Ormond  Wilson. 

Graham,  R.       Richmond,  A.  J.        Teller. 
HaU  Ricbmond,C.W.  Firth. 

Koss,  13. 
Brandon  Fox  Saunders 

Carter  Kettle  Wood. 

Dick  Mnnro,  3. 

Domett  Renall  Teller. 

Eyes  Rhodes  Taylor,  0. 3. 

Majority  for,  13. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  negatived. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
with  the  exception  of  clause  4. 

It  was  ordered,  That  the  Provincial  Audit 
Bill  (No.  2)  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply  for  the  consideration  of  clause  4 
thereof. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Otago  and  South- 
land Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 


NEW    PROVINCES    ACT    AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

ADJO0BNED  DEBATS. 

Mr.  WILSON  remarked  that  a  great  deal 
having  been  said  about  Timaru  on  a  previous 
occasion  made  him  desirous  of  addressing  the 
House  on  this  question.  He  did  not  think  the 
House  could  be  congratulated,  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  had  been  enabled  to  congratulate 
it  the  other  night,  on  the  absence  of  all  party 
feeling  in  the  debate;  for  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  debate  on  the  New  Provinces 
Act  had  been  conducted  in  a  party  spi^t 
throughout,  and  that  a  great  deal  had  been 
said  from  a  provincial  point  of  view.  Before 
be  went  farther,  however,  he  thought  he  had 
best  make  clear  to  the  House  the  position  in 
which  he  stood  in  regard  to  the  question.  He 
had  a  great  interest  in  Christohurch ;  he  had 
also  a  great  interest  in  Timaru ;  and  he  had 
better  premise  his  observations  by  saying  that 
nothing  gave  him  greater  pain  than  hearing  the 
statement  that  had  been  frequently  made  in 
the  House  during  the  debate  on  this  measure 
that  Timaru  was  about  to  be  separated  from 
Christohurch.  It  was  in  the  House  he  first  had 
been  made  aware  of  the  existence  of  an  agita- 
tion in  Timaru  for  separation,  an  honourable 
gentleman  having  called  his  attention  to  ft 
paper  printed  on  the  10th  ultimo,  which  stated 
that  the  final  arrangements  for  separation  were 
about  to  be  made.  He  was  surprised  at  this. 
The  gentlemen  of  Timaru  were  highly  conserva- 
tive in  their  views  and  character ;  and,  having 
a  great  stake  in  the  country,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive what  could  have  induced  these  gentlemen 
to  call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  named ;  and 
this  was  all  the  more  singular  as  in  none  of 
his  letters  by  the  last  mail  had  any  mention 
been  made  of  a  desire  or  agitation  for  separa- 
tion on  the  part  of  Timaru  from  the  Province 
of  Canterbury.  He  therefore  concluded  that 
some  sudden  panic  had  seized  on  the  people  of 
Timaru.  How  far  the  late  change  of  Ministry 
might  have  influenced  them  he  did  not  know; 
but  he  was  sure,  if  a  sudden  panic  had  not  in- 
fluenced them,  they  would  not  have  agitated 
fox  separation,  and,  certainly,  being  desirous  of 
severance,  they  would  not  have  concealed  their 
wishes  from  hun.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
of  the  evils  that  arose  from  small  bodies  of  men 
separating  themselves  from  the  main  provinces 
— at  least,  the  "six  provinces"  view  was  put 
always  in  that  light ;  out  he  begged  those  who 
stood  up  for  the  six  provinces  to  remember 
that  they  had  not  been  quite  so  pure  and  im- 
maculate as  not  to  give  occasion  to  men  to  ask 
for  separation.  The  House  had  been  told  the 
other  day,  as  redounding  to  the  credit  of  a  large 
province,  that  if  Hawke's  Bay  had  not  been 
so  tenderly  treated  it  would  not  have  been  in 
a  position  to  demand  separation.  Might  they 
not  carry  that  principle  a  little  further  and  say 
that  if  the  same  paternal  care — that  was  the 
phrase  used — had  been  continued  to  be  exer- 
cised towards  Hawke's  Bay  as  had  been  shown 
in  its  rearing  that  province  would  have  re- 
mained united  to  Wellington  to  this  hour? 
But  there  were  a  great  many  things  that  would 
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cause  men  to  sepaiate.  He  did  not  wish  for 
more  goTeinment  in  New  Zealand ;  he  thought 
they  bod  too  much  government  already.  They 
had,  first,  the  Governor  and  this  General  As- 
sembly ;  then  they  had  the  Bishop  and  bis  synod 
of  clergy ;  the  Superintendents  and  their  Pro- 
vincial Councils ;  and  in  his  province  they  did 
not  think  that  was  enough,  and  were  talking  of 
of  having  municipal  institutions  also.  So,  in- 
stead of  one  king  there  were  four  kings — instead 
of  one  government  (our  governments.  In  fact, 
they  had  an  amount  of  over-government  the 

Sof  which  he  had  never  heard  of  before,  and 
a  some  of  Vrhich  there  could  not  be  anything 
worse.  He  could  not,  therefore,  be  charged  with 
desiring  more  government ;  neither  could  it  be 
imputed  to  him  that  he  was  seeking  for  more 
salaries.  A  gentleman  had  spoken  to  him  in 
his  own  provmce  about  the  Superintendency; 
and  be  had  replied  that  it  would  be  a  bad  day 
for  his  successors  and  the  officials  the  day  he 
was  appointed  Superintendent,  as  his  first  act 
would  be  to  reduce  bis  own  pay  one-half,  and 
make  an  equal  reduction  in  the  salaries  of 
all  the  officials.  He  was  therefore  nt  ither  in 
favour  of  more  government  nor  high  salaries  for 
public  ofiiceis.  But  the  faults  were  very  great. 
A  man  of  conservative  temper  came  up  from 
the  provinces  and  found  an  immense  outlay 
carried  on  in  the  chief  provinces.  He  found 
tlieie  an  army  of  men  —  Auckland  was  said 
to  have  an  army  of  martyrs — in  some  way  or 
other  connected  with  the  Government.  Many 
of  these  men  had  not  paid  their  assisted  pas- 
sages. He  did  not  know  what  these  men  were 
called  in  this  coimtry,  but  they  were  known  to 
Cousin  Jonathan  as  "  redemptorists."  Well, 
those  *'  redemptorists,"  who  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  men,  not  having  equal  rights,  in  conse- 
quence of  owing  part  of  their  assisted  passages, 
were  employed  on  the  public  works ;  and  when 
a  man  of  conservative  views,  coming  from  a 
distant  part  of  the  province,  saw  a  hundred 
or  more  of  these  men  at  work,  he  naturally 
asked  himself  why  he  should  be  taxed  100  per 
cent,  on  hia  sugar  and  tea  and  other  imports 
for  their  maintenance ;  and  therefore  they 
asked  for  separation.  What  influenced  the 
men  of  Timaru  he  did  not  know.  He  presumed 
a  panic  influenced  them,  and  therefore  they 
were  trying  for  a  separate  government.  They 
had  been  told  that  there  were  cries  from  different 
places  asking  for  separation  ;  and  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  looked  upon  that  as  an  evil. 
But  why  should  one  or  two  thousand  men,  if 
they  were  so  minded,  not  separate?  Was 
there  any  equitable  reason  why  they  should 
not?  Otago  was  sore  from  the  separation  of 
Southland;  but  what  was  Otago?  Did  that 
province  not  separate  itself  from  the  first  New 
Zealand  Company's  province  in  the  Middle 
Island  ?  The  only  difference  was  that  Otago 
separated  with  the  consent  of  the  Now  Zealand 
Company,  while  the  new  provinces  generally 
did  It  without  consent.  Poverty  had  been 
spoken  of  in  relation  to  separation :  but,  if  it 
was  not  the  cause,  it  was  frequently  the  result, 
for  the  old  provinces  generally  secured  the 
cash,  and  let  m  the  new  provinoes  for  a  eon- 
i£r,  Wilxm 


siderable  shore  of  the  loans;  although  then 
was  a  great  outcry  of  interference  with  tba 
provinces  when  the  Colonial  Qovemment  se- 
cured a  reserve  fund  for  the  general  good  of  the 
entire  provinces.    But  the  new  prorincee  wen 
created  simply  by  men  associating  together  for 
self-government;    and  would  the  House   say 
they  had  not  the  same  right  to  do  so  as  the 
older  provinces  ?    He  would  be  sorry  to  see 
Timaru    separated  from  Canterbury,  for   he 
thought  it  would  be  very  bad  for  themselves; 
at  the  same  time  he  did  not  think  the  HooM 
ought  to  interfere.     He  would  not  take  a  stick 
to  them  to  beat  them  into  obedience ;  and  yet 
that  was  the  other  principle  advocated  in  tin 
House.    Undoubtedly  it  was.    The  banonzaU* 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  said  be 
had  got  all  he  wanted,  and  he  did  not  oaie  il 
the  New  Provinces  Act  was  repealed  to-mor- 
row.   He  (Mr.  Wilson)  did  not  agree  with  that 
doctrine,  and,  unless  something  else  was  sob- 
mitted,  he  would  not  like  to  see  the  Act  re- 
pealed.    In  his  opinion  it  was  politically  to 
New  Zealand  what  the  Divorce  Court  presided 
over  by  Sir  Cresswell    Cresswell  was  to   ill- 
assorted  couples  in  England.     Nobody   said 
that  a  divorce  of  a  married  pair  was  advisable, 
or  that  it  was  not  followed  by  a  hundred  evils ; 
but  still,  experience  had  taught  them  that  they 
could  not  get  on  without  Divorce  Courts.     And, 
reasoning  by  analogy,  when  they  heard  of  the 
disagreement  and  incompatibility  of  temper 
which  prevailed  between  some  of  the  new  pro- 
vinces and  the  old,  he  did  think  it  desirable 
that  they  should  be  enabled  to  go  awajr  from 
the  parent  stock  if  they  wished  it.    He  did  not 
say  that  it  was  not  ruinous  to  the  new  and  a 
great  evil  to  the  old  provinces ;   but,  when  the 
present  evils  were  so  bad  that  for  relief  they  fled 
to  evils  they  knew  not  of,  he  thought  the  Boun 
should  not  take  a  stick  and  prevent  a  young 
colony  doing  so.    He  would  say  also  that,  for 
one  pound  spent  improperly  in  the  new  pro- 
vinces, a  great  deal  more  had  been  so  spent  in 
the  old.   He  looked  at  the  New  Provinces  Act  as 
nothing  more  than  a  rod  held  in  terrorem  over 
Superintendents  and  Provincial    Councils   to 
prevent  them  doing  injustice  to  the  young  and 
thriving  outlying  settlements  in  the  varioos 
provinces.    With  regard  to  Timaru  he  tfaoogbt 
there  would  not  be  a  desire  for  separation  there 
unless  they  had  been  driven  to  it.    Knowing 
tliey  were  not  driven  to  it,  he  could  only,  as  he 
ha^  already  observed,  attribute  their  wish  for 
self-government  to  nothing  but  a  sudden  panic 
He  had  a  large  stake  in  Timaru,  and  whatever 
steps  were  taken  there  would  affect  himselL 
At  the  same  time,  be  the  result  what  it  might, 
he  would  not  consent  to  a  repeal  of  the  Act, 
although  he  did  not  object  to  its  amendment. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
tract the  debate  ;  and  it  was  fortunate  that  he 
was  in  such  a  position  as  not  to  be  afraid  of 
anything  he  might  say  reaching  his  constitu- 
ency. His  constituents,  he  believed,  had  im- 
plicit trust  in  him ;  and  ho  thought  they  had 
reason.  An  honourable  member  had  said  ha 
knew  of  no  Act  so  iniquitous  as  the  New  Fro* 
vinoes  Aot.    He  protested  against  tbatohseinu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.]         New  Provinces  Act         [HOUSE.] 


Amendment  Bill. 


307 


turn,  for  he  knew,  on  the  contrary,  that  there 
WM  no  Act  on  the  Statute  Book  more  highly 
esteemed  by  his  constituents.  He  hoped  that 
Otago,  when  she  came  to  grief,  would  not  forget 
that  she  had  been  related  to  Southland,  which. 
no  matter  how  poor  she  might  be,  would  wel- 
eome  and  receive  her.  The  old  feeling  would 
still  remain  in  her  bosom,  and  she  would  say  to 
the  elder  province  when  in  distress, — 

Come,  rest  in  this  boiom, 
My  own  stricken  deer ; 

Tbougta  the  herd  hare  fled  from  thee. 
Thy  borne  it  is  here. 

The  Mv«iance  from  Otago  of  Southland  was 
quite  natnial.  There  was  no  province  so  geo- 
graphically and  thoroughly  distinct  as  the  two 
provinces;  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  suc- 
eesa  of  Southland.  Although  the  boundary 
was  not  the  proper  boundary,  and  must  ulti- 
mately be  amended,  he  could  assure  his  Otago 
friends  that  they  never  would  find  Southland 
sning  for  reannezation  in  formd  pauperis. 
They  might  have  made  a  mistake  in  their 
Sopeiintendent ;  but,  if  he  recollected  right, 
other  provinces  had  been  equally  unfortunate. 
Otago  had  been  unfortunate  in  her  Superin- 
tendent; and,  if  that  province  came  to  grief 
through  superintendental  misdoings,  they  would 
find  the  child  quite  willing  to  advance  money 
and  help  her  in  every  way.  He  would  reserve 
any  other  remarks  he  had  to  make  for  the 
Committee,  when  the  question  of  reannexation 
ooold  be  properly  discussed. 

Ur.  RKNALIj  did  not  know  whether  they 
were  debating  the  Bill  or  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot.  He  would 
like  to  know  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPE.4KER. — There  are  two  amendments 
before  the  House — one  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands— That  the  Bill  be 
read  this  day  six  months — and  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot.  The 
hononrable  member  can  ti^e  his  choice  of 
motions. 

Ur.  RENAliL  inquired  whether  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  wojild  agree  to  sus- 
pend the  New  Provinces  Act,  supposing  his 
amendment  were  carried,  to  enable  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  to  the. various  provinces  powers  of 
local  self-government. 

Mr.  WBU!)  said,  in  moving  his  amendment, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  possible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  in  any  such  Bill  this  session ;  but 
he  wished  to  pnt  on  record  a  resolution  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Oovemment  to  bring  in  a  Bill  extending 
the  powers  of  local  seU-govemment  to  the 
varioos  provinces  for  local  purposes,  and  for 
securing  distant  local  centres  a  fair  share  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  raised  in 
the  districts.  If  the  amendment  was  carried 
he  would  agree  to  the  suspension  of  the  New 
Provinces  Act  to  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

Mr.  KENAlXi  felt  disposed  to  support  the 
amendment,  if  the  Government  would  tmder- 
take  the  duty  of  preparing  this  measure.  In 
the  meantime  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
Timaru  and  other  places  taking  advantage  of 
the  Sew  Frovinoes  Act  during  the  recess. 


Mr.  OBMOND  said  he  should  not  have 
spoken  but  for  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston),  who 
had  attempted  to  show  that  Hawke's  Bay  had 
been  a  loser  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  "paren- 
tal care "  of  Wellington.  The  honourable 
member  had  also  mode  statements  on  financial 
matters  which,  if  allowed  to  pass  uncontra- 
dicted, would  leave  an  injurious  impression. 
He  (^Ir.  Ormond)  regretted  such  statements 
had  been  made,  for  they  could  be  easily  dis- 
proved, and  would  only  tend  to  widen  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  provinces,  whose  interests 
were  identical ;  and  he  disclaimed  all  wish  to 
keep  those  differences  alive.  The  honourable 
member  had  stated  that  the  condition  of 
Hawke's  Bay  at  the  time  of  separation  was  the 
best  proof  of  the  paternal  care  that  had  been 
exercised  towards  it.  He  (Mr.  Ormond)  would 
show  the  House  by  figures  what  that  "  {Mirental 
care  "  really  was.  During  the  five  years  from 
1854  to  1868  the  expenditure  on  public  works 
in  the  Province  of  Wellington  was  £122,000 ;  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  during  the  same  period,  it  waa 
£7,900 ;  and  during  that  time  Hawke's  Bay 
contributed  £44,800  of  land  revenue,  without 
Customs  or  scrip :  pretty  good  evidence  of  the 
paternal  care  bestowed  upon  them  at  that  time. 
The  New  Provinces  Act  had  bestowed  on  them 
the  boon  of  local  self-government,  a  boon  which 
had  not  been  abused  in  the  way  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  had  thought  proper  to 
assert.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  seen,  on 
reference  to  the  published  statistics,  that  since 
separation  Hawke's  Bay  had  advanced  in  a 
larger  proportion  than  any  other  province,  ex- 
cept the  two  southern  ones,  Canterbury  and 
Otago.  Another  point  on  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  had  based  his  argu- 
ment that  the  establishment  of  new  provinces 
was  bad  in  principle  was,  that  they— making 
special  reference  to  Hawke's  Bay  —  were  not 
able  out  of  their  ordinary  revenue  to  provide 
for  ordinary  expenditure  ;  but  on  reference  to 
the  returns  it  would  be  found  that  in  Hawke's 
Bay  they  had  in  no  case  so  much  as  equalled 
their  ordinary  revenue  by  their  ordinary  expen- 
diture. The  honourable  member  had  also  re- 
ferred to  their  having  made  a  difference  between 
the  expenditure  in  town  and  country  districts. 
On  the  item  of  roads  they  had  adopted  the 
same  system  before  practised  in  Wellington, 
and  had  made  the  main  road  to  the  shipping- 
place  out  of  the  land  revenue ;  but  the  item 
particularly  referred  to,  be  fancied,  was  the 
steam-dredge.  It  was  hard  he  should  now 
have  to  vindicate  an  expenditure  he  had  always 
opposed ;  but  still,  that  work  was  one  in  which 
the  country  settlers  were  equally  interested 
with  the  town  people,  and  therefore  it  could 
not  be  said  that  the  country  districts  were 
spoliated  by  the  towns.  He  did  not  profess 
that  aU  their  expenditure  had  been  wise — no 
doubt,  as  in  othe):  provinces,  money  had  been 
wasted ;  but  it  was  tat  more  satisfactory  to  them 
to  have  it  spent  in  their  own  province  than 
carried  off  to  Wellington.  Another  objection 
made  was  about  all  of  the  land  revenue  being 
expended  in  the  distnot  from  whence  derived ; 
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bat  the  honourable  member  had  formerly  ex- 
pressed different  opinions,  as  he  (Mr.  Ormond) 
would  show  the  House.  [Here  the  honourable 
member  read  from  the  report  of  a  speech  of 
Dr.  Featherston's  in  April,  1857,  in  which  he 
admitted  that  each  district  waa  entitled  to  its 
o\vn  revenue,  and  maintained  that  it  was  a 
wise  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment  to 
spend  on  them  a  much  larger  sum  than  that 
to  which  they  were  entitled.]  If  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  had  carried  those 
principles  into  praotico  the  people  of  Hawke's 
Bay  would  have  been  satisfied.  The  honour- 
able member  had  then  gone  on  to  exaggerate 
the  difficulties  they  had  experienced  in  Hawke's 
Bay  in  carrying  on  the  Provincial  Government, 
and  referred  to  their  having  nearly  come  to  a 
dead-lock :  but  dead-locks  were  not  confined  to 
Hawke's  Bay;  and  if  thoy  had  been  unfortu- 
nate in  their  Superintendent,  the  same  might 
have  occurred  elsewhere.  He  (Mr.  Ormond) 
could  not  support  the  repeal  of  the  clauses 
proposed  to  l>e  repealed,  because  a  district 
situated  as  Hawke's  Bay  had  been  would  not 
have  a  cliancp  of  Buccess  in  this  House  if  opposed 
by  a  compact  body  like  the  members  from  Wel- 
lington. Seeing  that  log-rolling  would  take 
place  in  the  House,  the  New  Provinces  Act  was 
the  only  chance  for  districts  so  situated,  if 
the  Government  agreed  to  bring  in  a  measure 
such  as  referred  to  in  the  amendment  of  the 
horonrnble  member  for  Cheviot,  it  would  meet 
the  wants  of  the  country,  and  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  might  be  then  repealed.  The  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  speaking  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Hawke's  Bay  settlers  ex- 
pressed at  the  time  of  separation,  had  said  they 
did  not  know  what  they  wanted  ;  but  they  knew 
very  well — they  wanted  something  like  what 
v.as  now  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot.  And  even  in  Hawke's  Bay  the  out- 
a  istricts  felt  that  want ;  and  the  time  had  come 
Nvhcn  the  Government  should  bring  forward  to 
the  House  such  a  measure  as  to  give  local  self- 
govcniment  to  outlying  districts. 

Mr.  C.  W.  EICHMOND  explained  he  had 
been  perfectly  well  aware  that  the  settlers  of 
Ilaivlco's  Bay  knew  they  bad  a  want ;  but  they 
did  not  know  in  what  way  it  could  be  supplied, 
and  that  scorned  to  be  their  case  at  present. 

Sfr.  WOOD  said  that  two  main  objections 
had  been  taken  to  the  present  Bill,  the  first 
being  that  it  was  of  entirely  a  negative  character, 
containing  no  provision  for  the  erection  of  new 
provinces  in  case  required.  The  Government 
were  not  of  opinion  that  the  present  division  of 
the  provinces  was  the  best,  and  that  no  new 
provinces  should  be  formed;  but  they  were  of 
opmion  that  "  The  New  Provinces  Act,  1858," 
was  the  worst  possible  machinery  for  the  pur- 
pose. They  were  of  opinion  that,  as  population 
increased,  the  large  provinces  would  nave  to  be 
divided ;  but  not  prematurely  nor  without  refer- 
ence to  the  feelings  of  the  old  province.  The 
best  machinery  for  the  purpose  was  already  in 
existence— the  machinery  of  the  House.  Let 
wem  come  to  this  House  by  petition,  and  the 
flouse  would  fully  and  fairly  consider  it,  hear- 
ing both  sides ;  while  by  the  present  maohineiy 
Mr,  Ormond 


only  one  side  was  heard.  If  it  was  objeeted 
that  there  was  log-rolling  in  this  House,  then 
that  supplied  to  every  other  question,  and  the 
House  was  not  fit  to  entertain  a  Railway  Bill 
oir  any  other  such  measure.  There  was,  no 
doubt,  a  great  deal  of  party  feeling ;  but  at  the 
bottom  there  was  a  sense  of  justice  which  would 
lead  the  House  to  do  what  was  right  as  well  in 
the  division  of  provinces  as  in  legislation.  The 
other  objection  made  was  that  it  was  desizable 
that  local  self-government  should  be  extended 
to  outlying  districts.  It  was  most  desirable; 
bat  it  was  not  given  by  the  New  Provinces  Act 
How  was  local  self-government  given  by  ibt 
establishment  of  a  f^vincial  Government  at 
one  end  of  a  district  of  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  acres  ?  Every  district  should  have  a 
machinery  in  itself  suited  to  its  own  wants; 
but  it  was  no  part  of  the  business  of  this  Uons* 
to  give  that,  but  of  the  Provincial  Governments. 
In  the  Province  of  Auckland  that  system  was 
carried  out  reasonably  well.  There  was  an 
Act  in  existence  now  by  which  the  inhabit- 
ants of  districts  could  appoint  Commissioners 
amongst  themselves,  having  the  power  of  levy- 
ing small  rates  within  their  district.  That 
system  was  carried  on  with  considerable  hai> 
mony  and  slight  expense ;  and  when  it  extended 
itself  over  the  whole  of  the  province  they  woold 
have  very  little  of  a  desire  for  the  erection  of 
new  provinces  on  the  ground  of  any  further 
claim  for  self-government.  With  r^ard  to  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot,  it  was  utterly  impossible,  with  the 
views  entertained  by  the  Oovemment,  that 
they  could  do  anything  of  the  kind  ;  so  that  this 
Bill  must  now  stand  upon  its  merits ;  and,  if 
the  House  was  of  opinion  that  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  of  1858  was  of  such  a  description  u 
must  remain  on  the  Statute  Book,  then  it  most 
remain;  and,  if  the  House  was  not  of  such 
opinion,  they  must  pe«s  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for  WalUce 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  referred  to  the  Oovem- 
ment making  this  an  open  question  ;  hot  it  WM 
the  only  course  they  hod  to  adopt  if  they  wished 
to  avoid  log-rolling  and  party  feeling.  If  the 
New  Provinces  Act  had  always  been  an  open 
question,  New  Zealand  would  have  been  saved 
one  of  the  calamities  it  had  laboured  under— 
namely,  that  its  unity  htbd  been  sacrificed  to  k 
Centralist  Mim'stry. 

Mr.  WELLS  said  the  New  Provinces  Act 
had  tended  to  moderate  the  tone  of  the  old  pro- 
vinces, and  make  them  do  more  justice  to  out- 
lying districts ;  but  there  was  one  power  given 
in  it  for  which  he  should  give  his  vote  a^inst 
it  —  namely,  that  a  small  nucleus  of  elec- 
tors was  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  vested 
rights  of  the  old  province  in  a  manner  both 
dangerous  and  unjust.  He  perfectly  indorsed 
the  principles  of  the  amendment  of  the  hononr- 
rble  member  for  Cheviot,  and  hoped  the  honoor- 
able  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment 
would  give  a  pledge  to  the  House  that  be 
would  give  effect  to  them.  As  to  reannexation, 
that  was  a  question  which  the  House  should 
not  at  the  present  time  interfere  with,  bnt 
should  leave  it  to  come,  after  due  delibeiatioD, 
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faom  the  piovinoes  themselves.  He  should 
vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CARIiETON  withdrew  his  amendment 
in  favour  of  that  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  he  had  always 
taken  the  view  of  this  Act  expressed  by  the 
honooisble  member  for  New  Plymouth,  that  it 
was  intended  to  carry  out  certain  geographical 
divisions  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  map,  the 
major  part  of  which  he  thought  had  been 
eanied  out.  Wanganni  was  the  only  case  in 
which  any  province  of  geographical  unity  could 
be  formed  at  present ;  and  he  was  therefore 
ready  to  record  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  aban- 
donment of  the  existing  Act.  He  could  not 
agree  that  the  arrangement  of  institutions  for 
local  self-government  could  properly  be  left  to 
the  separate  provinces  themselves.  It  was  a 
difficult  question,  which  would  try  the  ingenuity 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
benches ;  and,  if  attempted  by  the  provinces,  it 
might  be  well  done  in  one  case,  and  in  the 
other  eight  ill  done.  He  would  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot;  and,  if  that  were  carried,  he  would 
propose  the  addition  of  the  words,  "  and  that 
m  ue  meantime  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
for  inspending  the  operation  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  till  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly."  Such  an  Act  would 
in  all  probability  meet  with  approbation  in 
another  place.  The  objection  made  to  the 
New  PiDvincea  Act  on  the  immigration  score 
was  a  pure  bugbear.  Small  provinces  would 
have  no  difficulty  ^  introducing  a  part  of  a 
shipload  of  immigrants  on  as  liberal  terms  as 
a  whole  one.  In  New  Plymouth,  at  all  events, 
they  had  found  no  difficulty  in  introducing  im- 
migrants in  small  numbers,  and  on  the  most 
liberal  terms.  And  as  for  the  public  works 
difficulty,  they  could  not  be  carried  on  in  large 
provinces  without  sub-boards,  which  would  cost 
as  much  as  Provincial  Executives.  In  New 
Plymouth  the  £2,200  granted  to  them  in  lieu 
of  Land  Fund  was  always  devoted  to  publio 
works  exclusively.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the 
Oovemment  would  reconsider  the  decision  so 
decidedly  laid  down  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
adopt  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  and  take  up  in  earnest  the  ques- 
tion of  local  self-government,  and,  descending 
from  the  high  rank  of  provinces,  carry  out  a 
municipal  system  in  a  manner  to  suit  the 
colony.  If  the  Government  would  not  adopt 
this,  he  hoped  it  would  recommend  itself  to 
honourable  members  interested  in  the  Canter- 
bury Province,  and  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Donedin  (Mr.  Diek),  who  had  said  he  did 
not  care  for  the  Bill  unless  coupled  with  re- 
annexation.  He  hoped  that  honourable  mem- 
ber would  consider  the  position  of  Canterbury, 
and  save  them  from  the  pit  into  which  it  was 
■aid  Otago  had  fallen. 

Mr.  FOX,  after  making  some  observations  on 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  referred  to  the  Picton  Eailway  Act, 
that  had  that  day  been  before  the  House,  say- 
ing that  the  same  evila  were  being  reproduced 


in  the  new  Province  of  Marlborough  as  the 
New  Provinces  Act  was  intended  to  oure  in  tlie 
old  provinces.  A  struggle  was  going  on  between . 
the  neglected  districts  south  of  the  Wairau  and 
little  Picton,  the  capital,  just  as  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Hawke's  Buy  had  spent  on  his 
dredging-macbine  the  money  that  should  have 
been  spent  for  the  benefit  of  Waipukurau,  &c. 
The  honourable  member  for  Timaru  had  said 
that  it  was  injudicious  for  the  House  to  legis- 
late on  this  question,  because  legislation  was 
going  on  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  that  might 
override  that  of  this  House.  If  so,  they  would 
be  no  worse  for  legislating  now ;  and  if  that  did 
not  touch  them,  they  would  be  the  better  for 
having  repealed  the  Act.  He  would  now  state 
the  course  which  the  Oovemment  would  pur- 
sue with  reference  to  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot.  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
had  not  taken  office  to  carry  out  a  system  of 
interference  with  the  legitimate  functions  of 
the  Provincial  Governments,  and  while  he  held 
office  he  would  be  no  party  to  any  such  policy. 
As  to  the  proposal  of  a  Suspension  Bill,  if  put 
simpliciter,  without  any  such  pledge,  he  would 
concur ;  but  if  the  honourable  member  pressed 
the  amendment  as  it  stood,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  should 
consider  it  as  simply  destroying  his  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GABLETON  would  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot;  but  he  first  wished  to 
explain  why  he  had  withdrawn  his  own  amend- 
ment, That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months.  He  wished  the  House  to 
understand  that  there  was  no  change  in  his 
opinions.  He  desired  the  old  Bill  to  remain  as 
nearly  as  possible  in  eSeot ;  and  his  sole  objeot 
in  asking  leave  to  withdraw  bis  amendment 
was  that,  if  there  happened  to  be  a  minority, 
the  minority  voting  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  should  be  as 
respectable  as  possible.  But  he  did  take  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  regret  at  the  unfor- 
tunate position  in  which  he  often  found  him- 
self. He  never  made  up  his  mind  on  anv 
subject  without  careful  consideration,  and, 
once  having  made  up  his  mind,  he  never 
changed  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  often 
found  himself  in  a  very  anomalous  position  in 
the  House.  He  often  found  himself  standing 
almost  alone  in  the  middle  of  the  House — a 
Stonehenge — a  relio  of  bygone  days.  And 
what  was  the  reason  of  that  ?  Simply  because 
he,  who  never  changed,  found  himself  left  be- 
hind by  those  who  were  not  equally  steadfast 
in  their  views.  Having  once  supported  the 
views  of  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, he  never  went  back — no  man  ever  saw 
him  take  one  backward  step — and  now  he  found 
himself  deserted  by  that  honourable  gentleman 
also. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— No,  no. 

Mr.  CABLETOK  said,  two  of  the  arguments 
used  in  the  debate  demanded  attenton  — 
one  advanced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston),  which  was  ap- 
parently good,  and  carrying  with  it  great 
plausibility;    the   other  by  the  honouiaUs 
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member  for  Pamell,  which — with  mnoh  conr- 
tesy  be  it  spoken — was  transparently  bad.  The 
argan^ent  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington was  this:  that,  in  regard  to  public 
works,  large  provinces  with  abundant  revenue 
could  carry  them  out  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  a  number  of  small  provinces.  No  one 
doubted  that.  They  all  knew  that  a  farmer 
with  su£Bcient  working  capital  could  derive  a 
greater  return  from  a  thousand  acres  than  ten 
farmers  each  tilling  a  hundred  acres  could 
make  in  the  aggregate.  But  carry  that  argu- 
ment a  little  further,  and  it  would  be  found 
to  prove  too  much ;  for,  if  it  was  good  for 
anything,  it  proved  that  there  should  be  no  pro- 
vinces at  all,  but  that  the  carrying- out  of  all 
works  should  vest  in  the  General  Government. 
But  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  was 
one  of  those  who  desired  to  bring  everything  to 
his  own  level,  but  who  would  not  go  below  it. 
The  argument  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Pamell  was  that,  as  avow^ed  Provincial! sts,  the 
Government  wished  to  repeal  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  but  that  they  opposed  any  inter- 
ference by  the  House  with  local  self-govern- 
ment, which  should  be  left  to  the  provinces 
themselves ;  and,  as  an  illustration  of  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  system  which  ho  advocated, 
he  cited  the  practice  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land by  which  the  people  wore  graciously  em- 
powereid  to  tax  themselves  to  any  amount  they 
pleased,  while  the  general  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince was  being  expended  upon  the  central 
portions  of  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— No,  no. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  cries  "  No,  no,"  please  to  in- 
form me  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been 
spent  on  the  wharf  at  Auckland  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— The  money  that  has 
been  spent  upon  that  wharf 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  regular  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  put  a  question  to  an- 
other honourable  member  during  his  speech. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— lam  willing  to  answer 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  CAELETON.— I  will  sit  down  till  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  concluded  his  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  again  intimated  that  this 
course  was  out  of  order,  and 

Mr.  CABLETON  resumed.- The  only  power 
of  local  self-government  possessed  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  was  that  of  taxing  them- 
selves, and,  under  certain  restrictions,  applying 
the  products  of  their  own  taxation  according  to 
their  own  wishes.  [The  honourable  gentleman 
then  said  that  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  OS  it  stood.  If  the  rider  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Omata  was  added 
he  would  vote  against  it,  because  that  addition 
absolutely  nullified  it.  The  amendment  could 
be  understood,  but  the  two  together  were  per- 
fectly incomprehensible  to  him  ;  and  he  would 
rather  vote  for  the  original  motion,  which  had 
a  clear  meaning,  aJthough  he  dissented  from  it, 
than  for  an  absurd  amendment.] 
Mr.  CarUton 


Mr.  KETTLE  moved,  That  the  Hoom  do 
now  divide. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  wish  to  explain. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— I  object  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  now  addressing  the  House.  My 
object  was  to  allow  him  to  explain  when  I  put 
the  question,  so  that  I  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  answering  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  in  possession  of  the  House.  He  has  not  yet 
spoken  on  the  question. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— I  thought  the  honouiaile 
member  had  spoken.     I  beg  his  pELrdon. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Sir,  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  have  troubled  the  House  with  any 
remarks  Of  mine  on  the  subject  before  it,  ina»- 
much  as  I  believe  my  views  on  the  subject  aie 
very  well  known.  On  former  oceaaions  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  freely  the  opinions  I 
entertained  on  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
late  Government  for  the  creation  of  new  pro- 
vinces in  this  colony.  My  opinion  on  ^lia 
question  has  not  changed.  But  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
regarding  the  system  of  local  self-government 
in  this  province  renders  it  necessary  for  me 
to  address  the  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  boasts  of  his  con- 
sistency. I  thmk  that  honourable  gentleman 
is  at  least  consistent  in  one  respect — he  never 
fails  in  his  endeavours  to  throw  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  House  whenever  it  suits  his  pnr- 
pose  to  do  so.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in 
referring  to  what  fell  from  the  honouraUa 
member  for  Pamell  as  to  the  present  workizig 
of  Fit^toy's  Act  in  this  province,  has  told  the 
House  that  the  people  who  were  applying  Qtt 
machinery  of  that  Act  in  their  districts  had 
merely  power  under  it  to  tax  themselves  and 
expend  the  proceeds  of  that  taxation  nndar 
their  own  observation. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— According  to  their  oma 
desire — not  observation — and  nnder  certain 
restrictions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Yes,  according  to  tiieii 
own  desire ;  and,  I  would  add,  nnder  tineir  ona 
immediate  observation  and  inspection.  Now, 
what  I  complain  of  is,  that  the  honoorable 
gentleman  would  lead  the  House  to  believe 
that  these  local  Boards  receive  no  aid  out  of 
the  general  revenue  of  the  province — that  they 
have  to  tax  themselves  for  all  they  require; 
whereas  he,  being  himself  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  knows  right  well  that  a, 
portion  of  the  general  funds  of  the  province  is 
voted  and  set  apart,  year  by  year,  to  assist  these 
local  Boards  ;  tbat  when  one-hailf  the  amount 
they  need  for  local  improvements  has  been 
raised  by  votes  in  the  district,  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion, as  Superintendent,  to  contribute  the  other 
half  out  of  the  fund — now  nearly  exhausted — 
placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  Council  for  that 
purpose.  And  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  assisted  to  vote  that  money. 

Jlr.  CABLETON.  — Hear,  hear.  Is  that 
always  given  when  asked  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Yes,  always,  to  dis- 
tricts wherein  Commissioners  have  been  ap- 
pointed  oudez  the  Act,  and  in  other  cases,  too. 
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where,  at  a  distance  from  Auckland,  local  Com- 
mitteea  only  had  been  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  local  improvements.  And 
here  I  cannot  but  notice  a  remarkable  instance 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  waut  of  gene- 
rosity with  respect  to  this  matter.  Why,  that 
honoorable  gentleman,  in  his  place  m  the 
Provincial  Council  last  session,  took  occasion, 
after  the  whole  of  the  probable  income  of  the 
present  year  had  been  appropriated  by  Act  of 
the  Council,  to  move  for  two  sums  to  be  placed 
on  a  supplementary  estimate  for  expenditure 
on  special  works  in  the  district  which  he  re- 
presents. The  address  for  those  sums  had  been 
passed,  and  they  were  placed  on  a  supple- 
mentary estimate,  but  they  had  not  been  voted 
by  the  Council. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  mistaken,  unless  my  memory  deceives 
me  greatly. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  was  speaking  of  two 
Buma — of  £200  and  £1S(X— which  were  placed 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  expenditure 
in  the  Bay  of  Islands  District,  after  the  whole 
of  the  ssthnated  revenue  of  the  year  had  been 
appropriated  by  Act.  And  I  say  that  I  have  a 
right  to  complain  of  the  ungenerous  remarks  of 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  for,  although  these 
sums  had  not  been  finally  sanctioned  by  the 
Council,  yet  applications  had  been  made  for  the 
money,  and,  as  the  Customs  revenue  had  by 
accident  exceeded,  for  so  far,  the  estimated 
income,  I  felt  myself  in  a  position  to  undertake 
the  advance  of  £150  on  the  first  and  £100  on 
the  second' sum,  although  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  in  which  the  works  are  to  be  done 
eontribate  but  very  little  towards  the  general 
revenue  whence  this  fund  is  derived.  But,  as  I 
believe  the  expenditure  of  this  money  will  be 
judicious  and  highly  beneficial,  I  am  prepared 
to  run  the  risk  of  whatever  pains  and  penalties 
the  honourable  gentleman  may,  under  the 
Audit  Act,  hereafter  try  to  inflict  upon  me. 
The  honourable  member  speaks  of  the  Fitzroy 
Ordinance,  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Famell,  as  giving  the  people  power  to 
tax  themselves,  as  if  that  Act  gave  no  other 
powers.  Lest  the  House  should  be  misled  on 
this  point,  I  shall  read  the  clause  relating  to 
the  powers  of  Commissioners  elected  imder 
that  law : — 

"The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  have 
power  within  the  Umits  of  the  district  to 
inake  and  keep  in  repair  roads,  streets,  cause- 
ways, and  bridges,  and  to  excavate,  construct, 
and  maintain  wells,  waterworks,  conduits, 
sewers,  and  the  like,  and  to  provide  for  the 
setting-up  of  toll-gates  or  bars,  tiie  establish- 
ment of  markets  and  construction  of  market- 
places, landing-places,  and  other  works  of  public 
ntiUty." 

Surely  here  are  ample  powers  of  local  self- 
government  for  outlying  districts;  and  I  am 
happy  in  being  able  to  inform  the  House  that 
in  this  province  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the 
districts  have  availed  themselves  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  that  the  Boards  estabUshed  under  it, 
with  the  aid  they  receive  out  of  the  general 
MTBDue  of  the  province,   are   working   well. 


Public  improvements  are  carried  out  under  the 
observation  of  the  elected  Commissioners,  who 
do  their  work  without  salary — acting,  in  this 
respect,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Omata 
would  say,  "  like  British  freemen,  not  requir- 
ing to  be  dry-nursed  by  Superintendents."  I 
believe  that,  if  such  Boards  as  the  Act  referred 
to  provides  for  were  established  throughout 
New  Zealand,  there  would  be  no  need  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot.  It  was  in  the  power  of  Provincial 
Councils  to  introduce  such  a  measure  in  every 
province,  and  it  is  principally  on  this  ground 
that  I  will  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member,  which  asks  this  House  to 
do  for  the  provinces  generally  what  each  pro. 
vince  can,  if  it  pleases,  do  for  itself.  I  have 
opposed  throughout  the  measure  passed  in  1858 
for  the  establishment  of  new  provinces,  which 
is  now  sought  to  be  repealed,  not  because  I 
thought  that  no  other  provinces  than  the 
original  six  should  ever  be  established  in  New 
Zealand,  but  because  I  thought,  and  do  still 
think,  that  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  for 
the  establishment  of  such  new  provinces  is  that 
provided  by  the  Constitution  Act — 'namely,  by 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  each  case.  The 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth— the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer — in  his  speech  on  this 
question  the  other  day  made  use  of  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  I  have  heard  against 
the  New  Provinces  Act  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment. The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
the  colonization  of  the  northern  portion  of  this 
Island  must,  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  Native 
population,  be  conducted  oy  the  General  Go- 
vernment of  the  colony  ;  that  this  work  could 
not,  on  that  account,  be  intrusted  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments.  And  when  that  honour- 
able gentleman  enumerated  places  from  whence 
applications  for  new  provinces  were  likely  to 
come,  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  added,  "  The  Bay  of  Islands." 
I  then  said  "  No,"  because  I  was  aware  that 
the  people  of  the  Bay  of  Islands,  as  a  whole,  do 
not  desue  to  be  cut  off  from  the  Province  of 
Auckland.  Nevertheless,  a  petition,  got  up  by 
management,  from  the  Bay  of  Island,  was  pos- 
sible ;  and,  if  it  had  come  to  hand  dnring  the 
time  when  the  Government  of  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  existed,  how  could 
he  have  done  otherwise,  under  his  own  New 
Provinces  Act,  than  establish  the  Bay  of  Islands 
into  a  province  ?  He  would  have  had  no  option, 
although  he  might  think  that  the  Bay,  having, 
as  he  said,  no  Land  Fund,  and  being  situate  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Island,  where  coloni- 
zation could  only  be  carried  on  by  the  General 
Government,  was  not  fit  to  be  constituted  a 
province.  The  honourable  gentleman's  reasons, 
then,  for  considering  the  Bay  of  Islands  as  a 
place  unfit  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  pro- 
vince, present  the  strongest  argument  against 
the  Bill  now  sought  to  be  repealed ;  for,  had 
the  New  Provinces  Act  not  existed,  if  any  appli- 
cation for  a  new  province  there  hsid  been  made 
at  all,  it  must  have  been  presented  to  the 
Assembly,  when  the  reasons  now  given  by  the 
honourable  member  might  have  been  urged 
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and  bad  their  dne  force  in  preventing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  province  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
I  have  said  that  a  petition  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands  for  separation  might  be  possible, 
although  the  people  as  a  vrhole  were  not 
desirous  for  it.  I  say  this  because  I  am  aware 
that  an  active  politician,  during  his  recent 
canvass  in  that  district  for  a  seat  in  this  House, 
had  agitated  on  behalf  of  separation,  and  held 
out  promises  of  a  new  province,  and  individuals 
were  led  to  believe  that  certain  offices  under 
-  the  new  Provincial  Oovemment  of  the  Bay  of 
Islands  might  be  obtained  by  them.  Conse- 
quently, some  half-dozen  persons  wore  found  to 
be  favourable  to  the  project.  The  inhabitants 
at  Mongonui  objected  strongly,  declaring  that, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  dominion  of  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  they  would,  in  their  turn,  separate. 
Kow,  let  us  suppose  that  the  advocates  of  the 
new  province  had  succeeded  in  procuring  a 
sufficient  number  of  electors  to  sign  a  petition 
for  the  proposed  new  province,  what  would 
have  been  the  result  ?  The  House  was  aware 
that  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Auckland 
waste  lands  laws  consisted  in  the  provisions 
which  they  made  for  establishing  "  special 
settlements  "  throughout  the  province.  During 
several  years  past  I  have  been  in  correspond- 
ence with  persons  in  Great  Britain  and  else- 
where, representing  parties  of  people  who  pro- 
pose to  come  out  to  this  province  to  settle  as 
communities  under  these  special  -  settlement 
clauses  of  our  land  regulations.  Inquiries 
have  been  made  respecting  situations  in  the 
province  where  eligible  blocks  of  land  might  be 
obtained  for  such  purposes ;  and  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  copy  of  a  description  of  available 
blocks  of  land,  situate  in  various  portions  of 
the  province,  which  has  been  transmitted 
Home  in  reply  to  such  inquiries.  Correspon- 
dence on  this  subject  was  going  on  before  the 
war  at  Taranaki  broke  out ;  but  that  unhappy 
event— which  has  been  recently  admitted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  to  have 
placed  this  Island  in  unfortunate  circumstances 
—broke  off  the  negotiations  for  the  introduction 
of  this  class  of  colonists.  These  negotiations, 
there  is  happily  reason  now  to  hope,  may  shortly 
bo  resumed.  Well,  then,  it  ma^  happen  that 
parties,  relying  on  the  information  they  have 
received,  either  direct  from  the  Provincial 
Oovemment  here,  or  from  their  agents  else- 
where, may  have  taken  steps  for  proceeding  to 
this  colony,  bringing  with  them  their  pastors, 
schoolmasters,  and  other  requisites  for  esta- 
blishing a  distinct  settlement  on  any  of  these 
blocks  of  land.  Although  we  have  been  pre- 
cluded by  the  "  B^  of  Islands  Settlement " 
scheme  of  the  late  Government  from  locating 
immigrants  in  that  immediate  district,  which 
for  the  present,  and  until  that  Act  has  been 
repealed,  must  remain  sealed  against  colo- 
nization, yet  the  Mongonui  and  other  dis- 
tricts north  have  been  represented  as  eligible 
for  settlement.  Should  any  of  the  parties  to 
which  I  have  referred  have  &ced  their  attention 
on  those  localities,  they  may,  on  their  arrival 
here,  find  a  new  province  established  at  the 
Bl^  of  Islands,  and  a  new  state  of  things 
Ur  Williamson 


existing  there,  differing  very  mnoh  from  what 
they  expected  to  find.  But  it  may  be  said  that 
the  authorities  in  the  new  province  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  theartanM- 
ments  mode  by  the  Government  of  the  eldef 
province.  I  do  not  think  they  would  conaideT 
themselves  bound  by  any  arrangement  which 
had  not  been  fully  ratified.  Again,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  land  regulations  of  the  <ude( 
province  would  be  binding  upon  the  new.  I 
do  not  think  that  such  persons  as  h&Te  been 
always  hostile  to  the  present  regulations,  and 
who  did  not  hesitate  to  render  abortive  a  simi- 
lar code  on  a  former  occasion,  would  again 
be  very  scrupulous  in  throwing  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  working  of  them  nntil  itej 
could  get  rid  of  them  altogether.  I  mentiaa 
these  matters  as  illustrative  of  the  great  evils 
that  may  arise  in  other  parts  of  the  oolony,  ta 
well  as  in  this,  unless  the  operation  of  the  Kev 
Provinces  Act  be  arrested.  I  was  glad  to  heat 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymoatii 
declare  his  intention  of  abandoning  that  ob- 
noxious Act,  and  of  voting  for  the  repeal  of  it. 
But,  Sir,  I  was  sorry  to  hetu:  that  honontaUe 
gentleman  take  credit  to  himself  and  the  Go- 
vernment to  which  he  belonged  for  having, 
with  reference  to  that  Act,  and  others  of  th^ 
administration,    accomplished    good    work  — 


flattering  themselves,  on  retiring  to  the  seats 
they  now  occupy  in  this  House,  with  the  boact 
of  having  done  all  things  well.  Sir,  I  do  think 
that  if  Uiat  honourable  member  were  to  look 
thoughtfully  at  the  petitions  now  on  the  table  el 
this  House  from  the  TsLranaki  sufferers,  as  well 
as  from  the  colonists  in  the  new  Province  d 
Marlborough,  he  would  be  less  vaunting  of  hi* 
Ministerial  head-work  and  handiwork.  Still,  I 
am  glad  that  even  now,  finding  that  he  oannot 
mount  higher  in  his  reach  after  Centralism,  he 
is  content  to  come  down  to  indnlge  in  more 
sensible  views  of  provincial  matters.  Perh^ 
that,  as  he  and  others  of  his  late  colleagnet 
think  it  prudent  to  leave  for  a  season  that  pv- 
tion  of  the  colony  which  they  now  admit  is 
placed  in  "unfortunate  circumstanoes,"  asd 
hie  away  to  the  South,  the  pros^ot  of  a  Siqwr- 
intendenoy  there  may  have  modified  their  viem 
of  Provincialism.  But  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  with  respect  to  what  fell  from  the  honooi- 
able  member  on  the  subject  of  colonizing  tfai 
northern  portion  of  this  Island.  If  the  honour- 
able member  fancies  that  any  schema  of  mixed 
settlements  of  Natives  and  Europeans  will  suc- 
ceed, I  think  he  will  hereafter  find  that  he  has 
been  mistaken.  The  first  attempt,  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  has  proved  a  failure.  By  that  measure 
it  is  true  that  a  large  portion  of  Uie  countty  has 
been  shut  up ;  and  not  only  so,  but  lands  in 
other  portions  of  the  province,  eligible  for  the 
location  of  settlers,  will  be  absorbed  by  those 
who  hold  the  scrip  which  they  have  received  in 
exchimge  for  their  lands  sitoate  within  the 
bounds  of  that  settlement.  It  was  only  the 
other  day  that  fourteen  hundred  pounds'  worth 
of  the  scrip  was  presented  in  payment  for  lands 
elsewhere  m  the  province. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM.— Was  that  unjust  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— It  was  according  to 
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law,  wad  the  scrip  ooold  not  be  rejected.  I 
think.  Sir,  that  some  better  pltm  than  has  yet 
been  tried  for  the  elevation  of  "the  Maori  race 
ought  to  be  sought  out  and  adopted.  I  think 
that  proper  means  for  their  improvement  can- 
not be  sacoessf  ally  applied  so  long  as  they  are 
so  widely  scattered  over  the  country  in  tribes 
and  families  as  they  are  at  present.  [The 
honourable  member  then  referred  to  a  suc- 
cessful experiment  which  had  been  tried  within 
the  last  few  years  in  the  State  of  California  for 
the  civilization  of  the  Indiaits  there,  and  read 
the  following  extract  from  Taylor's  "  California 
Life:"— 

"When  Colonel  McKee,  one  of  the  Indian 
Agents  appointed  by  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington to  treat  with  the  California  Indians,  was 
abont  to  enter  npon  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
he  came  to  us  to  consult  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  reaching  and  civilizing  the  red  men  of  the 
Pacific.  We  discussed  the  subject  at  large, 
and  all  e<mcurred  in  the  views  of  the  colonel — 
namely,  to  colonize  them  on  reservations,  and 
place  them  under  competent  tutors  appointed 
by  Government,  who  riiould  teach  them  hus- 
bandly and  mechanism,  ani^  protect  ;them 
against  the  nun-selling,  extortionary,  peddling 
fmtemityof  mean  whito  men,  who  had  been 
such  a  curse  to  all  the  Indian  tribes  -of  tho 
East;  and  then,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
employ  teachers  to  teach  them.  The  plan  has 
met  with  much  opposition  from  three  classes — 
first,  from  the  Indian  exterminators,  who  main- 
tain that  nothing  can  be  done  successfully  to 
elevate  or  long  to  perpetuate  the  red  race — that 
while  they  exist  they  ever  will  be  a  treacherous 
and  troublesome  foe,  and  the  sooner  thoy  are 
all  killed  the  better;  second,  from  those  who 
are  jealous  of  the  Indian's  claim  to  the  little 
tracts  of  land  embraced  in  the  reservations; 
and,  third,  from  those  who  disapprove  of  Go- 
vernment interference  vrith  the  Indian's  wild 
mode  of  living  and  native  liberty.  Some  of 
thd  last-named  class  urge  theii  objections,  no 
doubt,  from  honest  motives,  but  others  fix>m 
selfishness,  because  the  plan,  if  properly  exe- 
cuted, will  debar  them  from  their  favourite 
mode  of  taming  and  civilizing  the  Indians — 
namely,  by  selling  them  nun,  and  robbing 
them  of  their  fors  or  their  gold-dust.  But  the 
colonization  plan,  notwithstanding  all  opposi- 
tion, has,  for  the  time  it  has  been  in  operation, 
been  successful  beyond  all  precedent  in  Indian 
history.  In  October,  1856, 1  got  the  following 
statistics  in  San  Francisco,  in  the  oiHco  of 
Colonel  T.  J.  Henley,  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Afiairs  in  California :  '  The  number  of  Indians 
now  collected  and  residing  on  reservations  is, 
in  all,  ten  thonsand.  The  total  number  of 
Indians  within  this  superintendence  is  sixty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred.'  I  learn  that  during 
the  year  1857  another  thousand  Indians  have . 
Wen  gathered  in  and  settled  on  the  reserva- 
tions. To  illustrate  the  practical  operation  of 
this  plan  of  colonization,  I  here  insert  the  fol- 
lowing testimony  concerning  tie  Nome  Lackee 
Beservation,  from  the  official  report  of  ^Ir. 
Charles  E.  Fisher,  the  Assessor  for  Tehama 
County:  *I  cannot  close  this  report  without 
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speaking  of  the  healthy  and  flourishing  condi- 
tion of  the  Nome  Lackee  Reservation,  which  is 
situated  twenty  miles  west  of  the  Sacramento 
River,  at  the  foot  of  the  Coast  Range.  Under 
the  management  of  Mr.  V.  E.  Geiger,  it  is  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition  than  ever  before. 
Mr.  Geiger  is  much  beloved  by  the  Indians, 
and  keeps  them  under  the  strictest  discipline ; 
but  still  they  are  contented  and  happy.  Ba- 
tween  -thirty  and  forty  thousand  bushels  of 
grain  were  raised  on  the  reservation  this  year, 
the  work  being  all  done  h%  the  Indiftna.  Under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Geiger,  it  will  be  but  a 
short  time  till  all  the  Indians  in  the  northern 
part  of  California  will  be  safely  settled  on  the 
reserve.' "] 

He  (Mr.  Williamson)  thought  some  such  plan 
might  be  adopted  here  to  preserve  the  Maoris ; 
and  he  was  almost  sure  it  would  be  attended 
with  the  happiest  results.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  if  one  tiUie  of  the  money  spent  in  the  late 
war  had  been  expended  in  instructing  the  Na- 
tives in  useful  knowledge,  and  keeping  them 
free  from  the  demoralization  incident  to  free 
intercourse  in  a  mixed  community,  the  Natives 
would  have  been  much  more  easily  governed, 
besides  being  shortly  in  a  position  to  mix  freely 
with  Europeans  in  the  pursuits  of  daily  life. 
He  would  sujiport  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  believing  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  totally  unnecessary, 
as  the  Provincial  Gk>vemments  were  able  to 
give  to  outlying  districts  an  efficient  system  of 
local  self-government. 

Mr.  OARLETON.— I  rise  to  speak  to  a  ques- 
tion of  fact.'  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  asserted  that  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Provincial  Council  I  moved  for, 
and  succeeded  in  obtaining,  two  votes  for  tiie 
Bay  of  Islands  in  excess  of  the  provincial  reve- 
nues of  the  year.  I  told  him  at  the  time  liat 
I. thought  he  was  in  error ;  he  persisted  in  his 
statement.  He  ought  to  be  a  httle  more  care- 
ful in  assertion,  for  I  find  he  has  stated  what  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  fact.  I  find,  by  looking 
at  the  minutes,  that  I  did  not  succeed  in  ob- 
taining it.  I  never  got  beyond  the  notice  of 
motion;  for  on  one  occasion  I  was  defeated 
by  a  count-out,  and  on  another  by  a  sudden 
prorogation.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  now 
measure  the  truth  of  the  other  assertions  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  by  the  certainty  I 
have  just  mentioned. 

Mr.  WELD  moved.  That  the  question  be 
amended  by  the  omissioii  of  all  the  words  after 
the  word  "  That,"  and  the  insertion  of  the  fol- 
lowing in  lieu  thereof :  "  before  proposing  the 
repeal  of  any  portion  of  'The  New  Provinces 
Act,  1858,'  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
lay  before  the  House  some  measure  to  secure 
to  outlying  districts  local  self-gbvetnment  in 
local  matters,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  revenue  raised  within  their 
limits." 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  House  do  now  divide  on  the  question." 

Atbb,  31. 
Brandon  Carter  Dick 

Catleton  Cteyke  Domett 


Digitized  by 


Google 


274 


New  Provinces  Act 


[HODBE.]         Amendment  BiU.         [Am.  6 


Featherston 
Firth 

Fitzherbert 
Fox 
Fraser 
Graham,  G. 
Graham,  B. 
Harrison 


Kettle 

ManteU 

Munro,  J. 

O'Borke 

RenaU 

RhodeB 

Biohmond,A.  c 

Rowley 

Saunders 

Nobs,  15. 


Stafford 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
Taylor,  W.  W. 
Ward 
Wells 
White. 

Teller. 
Wood. 


Maeon  Richmond,  J.  C. 

McGlfcshan       Williamson 
Nixon  Wilson. 

O'Neill  Teller. 

Richmond,G.W.Ormond. 


Bell 

Colenso 

Cookson 

Curtis 

Hall 

Jollie 

Majority  for,  16. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted 
do  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Carter 

Cookson 

Creyke 

Eyes 

Pox 


Ates,  21. 
McGlashan 
Munro,  J. 
O'NeiU 
O'Rorke 
Renall 


Saunders 
Taylor,  C.  3. 
Ward 

Williamson 
Wood. 


Graham,  G.       Richmond,  C.W.   'Teller. 
Graham,  R.       Rowley  Dick. 

Kettle 

Noes,  26.] 
Atkinson  Fraser  Richmond,  J.  0. 

BeU  Hall  Rhodes 

Brandon        '    Harrison  Stafford 

Carleton       -     Jollie  Taylor 

Gplenso  Mantell  Weld 

Domett  Mason  White 

Featherston      Nixon  Wilson. 

Firth  Ormond  Teller. 

Fitzherbert       Richmond,  A.J,  Curtis. 
Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  the  ques- 
tion be  further  amended  by  the  addition  ot  the 
following  words  at  the  end  thereof :  "  and  in 
the  meantime  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  General  Assembly." 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  question,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to," 

Ayes,  21. 

Atkinson  Graham,  G.  Ormond 

Bell  Graham,  R.  Richmond,  A.  J. 

Carleton  Harrison  Stafford 

Colenso  Jollie  Weld 

Curtis  Mason  Wilson. 

Domett  McGlashan  Teller. 

Firth  Nixon  Richmond,  J.  0. 
Fraser 

Noes,  25. 

Carter  Eyes  Hall 

Cookson  Featherston  Kettle 

Creyke  Fitzherbert  MantoU 

Dick  Fox  Munro,  J. 


O'Neill 

O'Rorke 

Renall 

Rhodes 

Rowley 


Will 
Wood. 


Saunders. 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
Taylor,  W.  W. 
Ward  Teller. 

White  BrandoiL, 

Majority  against,  4.   . 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  inquired  how  the  qnei- 
tion  now  stood  before  the  House. 

III.  SPEAKER  said,  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading  and  the  amendment  having  been  nega- 
tived, there  was  no  question  before  the  Hooae ; 
but  it  was  competent  for  Mr.  Fox  to  move  the 
second  reading  to-morrow,  as  the  motion  put 
to  the  House  was,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  mi 
a  second  time." 

MILITIA. 

M^  FOX. — Before  proceeding  with  tiie  Orios 
of  the  Day,  I  wish  to  correct  an  error  into  wlucli 
the  reporters  have  fallen  regarding  a  statement 
I  made,  and  which  is  of  some  importance,  is 
reference  to  the  Militia.  A  paper  publiahed 
this  morning  has  stated  that  His  Exeellenoy 
hsw  been  advised  to  discontinue  the  oigmia- 
tion  of  the  Militia.  That  was  not  what  I  siH. 
What  His  Excellency  was  advised  wastodit- 
oontinue  at  present  the  drilling  of  the  Militia. 
As  to  the  organization  of  the  Militia,  that  is 
another  question.  His  Excellency's  Aitma 
know  the  great  importance  of  that  subject  too 
well  to  reoommend  its  discontinuance ;  and  it 
is  one  they  have  now  imder  consideration,  ini 
which  they  will  lose  no  time  in  bringing  beiotc 
His  Excellency.  I  hope  that  what  I  now  say 
will  be  correctly  ttJcen  by  the  reporter  fraa 
that  paper,  who  is  present. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  elew 
o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPEESENTAHVES. 

Wednesday,  7th  Atufust,  1861.  i 


Flnt  Beading— Cnstoms—Businesa  of  Sasmon— Pom- 

Sallier  Land  Bill— Canterbary  vod  Otago  Boos- 
ary — Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill  — Standing-  Orders  for  Private  Billf 
Bill— Penaionera'  Cluma  Bill— Otago  and  Sontlt- 
land  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill— ADcUuid 
Immigration  Certificate  Bill  —  Auckland  Bept*- 
sentaUon  Bill  —  Balneavis  Bemlssion  Bill— Ad- 
journment—Dieeaaed  Cattle  Bill— Sapply. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock 
p.m. 

Pbatebs.  ■ 

FIRST  READING. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill.  , 

CUSTOMS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  tiJile 
copy  of  the  papers  connected  with  the  infliction 
of  panalties  on  Mr.  J.  Solomshn,  late  of  Stewart 
Island,  for  a  breach  of  the  Customs  Act. 

BUSINESS  OF  SESSION. 
Mr.  O'RORKE  (for  Mr.  Saunders)  moved. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hotue,  it  is  hi^ily 
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desirable  that  any  measuies  of  importance  to 
be  submitted  for  its  consideration  shoold,  as 
far  as  practicable,  be  published  in  the  Govern- 
ment Gazette,  and  transmitted  to  the  members 
of  this  House  in  the  various  provinces  some 
time  before  they  are  called  from  their  homos  to 
attend  to  their  legislative  duties  in  any  one  part 
of  this  colony.  He  said  that  he  was  last  night 
requested  by  the  hononrablo  member  for  Wai- 
mea  to  take  charge  of  this  notice  of  motion,  in 
case  of  his  being  absent  when  it  was  called  on. 
He  would,  therefore,  now  move  it.  Ho  con- 
sidered that  such  a  resolution,  if  acted  on, 
would  tend  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  to  abridge  the  inordinate  length  of 
its  sessions,  of  which  members  now  complained. 
Of  coarse  he  would  be  understood  as  not  de- 
siring that  previous  notice  of  unimportant  mea- 
sures should  be  given,  but  he  thought  it  would 
prove  extremely  acceptable  to  honourable  mem- 
ners  if  measures  involving  grave  constitutional 
questions,  and  Bills  of  a  heavy  and  complicated 
nature,  requiring  calm  deliberation,  were  made 
public  before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
Govenunent,  of  course,  would  exercise  its  own 
discretion  in  deciding  on  what  Bills  might  be 
sabmitted  thus  to  public  criticism.  He  might 
add  that  such  a  course  would  be  perfectly  con- 
stitutional, as  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  Consti- 
totion  Act  contained  a  suggestion  that  rules 
shoold  be  nukde  by  the  Assembly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  notice  of  such  measures  as  were 
intended  to  be  introduced,  for  some  convenient 
time  before  its  meetings. 

Mr.  CARLETON  pointed  out  to  the  House 
that  this  resolution  recUly  meant  that  Respon- 
sible Ministers  were  to  show  their  hands  before 
the  session  commenced.  Whether  they  ought 
to  or  not  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  Another 
objection  to  it  was  that  it  could  be  easily 
evaded.  The  House  should  consider  it  with 
care  before  they  passed  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  concurred  in  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  objected  to  this-  resolution.  The 
Ministry  were  responsible  to  this  House  alone, 
and  not  to  the  people  directly,  but  this  resolu- 
tion would  tend  to  make  it  direct.  He  admitted 
it  was  highly  desirable  that  important  mea- 
sures should  be  submitted  in  advance,  so  as  to 
receive  suggestions  from  remote  parts  of  the 
colony,  but  he  should  not  be  inclined  to  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  any  resolution' of  this 
sort.  He  would  not  oppose  the  resolution  if  the 
House  thought  proper  to  adopt  it,  but  it  must 
be  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  not  to  be  bound  by  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  real  intention 
of  this  motion  was  to  change  members  of  this 
House  from  representatives  of  the  people  into 
delegates  of  particular  constituencies.  He  con- 
curred in  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei,  and  should  cer- 
tainly vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  COLENSO  opposed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples  of  Responsible  Government,  and  without 


such  resolution  it  wotiH  always  be  open  to  the 
Government  to  publisli  in  anticipation  of  the 
session  any  particular  Bills  of  a  fundamental 
character,  as  the  late  Government  had  done 
with  the  Land  Registry  Bill,  the  Bankruptcy 
and  Insolvency  Bills,  ^d  the  Customs  Regiila- 
tions  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  any  honourable  mem- 
ber who  desired  to  save  inconvenience  to  dis- 
tant provinces  might  do  them  some  service  by 
moving  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  any  Acts 
passed  by  this  House,  unless  in  exceptional 
cases,  should  not  come  into  operation  through 
the  whole  qolony  till  full  time  had  been  given 
for  their  publication  throughout  the  colony. 
Great  inconvenience  had  arisen  from  Acts 
having  come  into  operation  five  or  six  months 
before  they  were  published.  , 

•Mr.  O'RORKE  said  he  had  merely  under- 
taken to  move  this  with  a  view  of  facilitating 
the  business  of  the  House, 

Motion  negatived.  ' 

POMPALLIER  LANDFILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Right  Rev.  3.  B.  F. 
Pompallier,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Auck- 
land, to  deal  with  certain  lands.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  put  the  Right  Rev.  J.  B.  F. 
Pompallier  in  personal  possession  of  certain 
lands  erroneously  granted  on  behalf  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Mission  to  the  Bishop  of 
Auckland  and  his  successors  in  that  office, 
which  land  was  claimed  by  the  present  Bishop 
as  his  personal  property,  not  belonging  to  the 
Mission  at  all.  He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  wished  to 
have  the  Speaker's  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
was  a  private  Bill,  in  which  case  he  would  not 
be  in  order  in  bringing  it  in. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SPEAKER,  the  BiU 
was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Private  Bills 
Committee  to  decide  whether  or  not  it  wag  a 
private  Bill! 

CANTERBURY  AND  OTAGO  BOUNDARY. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Canter- 
bury to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  6th  July, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Canterbury  and  Otago 
boundary,  be  laid  on  the  table.  He  had  lately 
become  aware  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Canterbury  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  requesting  that  means  might 
be  taken  to  advise  the  Governor  to  withhold 
his  assent  from  the  Otago  and  Canterbury 
Boundary  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  member 
for  Wallace  had,  according  to  information  ^ivcn 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Canterbury  in  a  pnvate 
letter,  obtained  the  assent  of  the  Canterbury 
^embers  to  the  Boundary  Bill  by  misrepresen- 
tation of  facts.  He  (Mr,  Dillon  Bell)  appealed 
to  the  members  for  Canterbury  whether  there 
was  the  sUghtest  foundation  for  the  charge. 
He  believed  those  members  had  all  seen  a  letter 
he  had  addressed  to  the  Superintendent,  setting- 
him  right,  and  thoy  had  all  agreed  that  the 
grounds  therein  stated  were  substantially  cor- 
rect, and  he  appealed  to  them  to  state  that  to 
be  the  cose,  lest  it  should  be  said  that  he  had 
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abased  his  poaition  as  a  membei  o{  this  House 
by  obtaining  membeis'  assent  by  ^^nlful  misre- 
presentation. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  seconded  the  motion.  The 
honourable  members  for  both  provinces  had 
met  in  a  friendly  and  harmonious  spirit,  to 
sink  all  minor  diSerences,  and  settle  a  question 
that  had  been  long  pending,  and  if  one  province 
had  made  sacrifices,  so  had  another.  There 
was  no  question  that,  in  the  statements  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace,  he  had 
spoken  from  the  best  of  his  belief.  They  had 
gone  into  the  whole  question  as  perfectly  as 
could  be  vrithout  the  presence  of  the  Chief 
Surveyor  of  either  province,  and  he  must  say 
the  thing  was  well  settled.  The  sacrifice  of 
£200  or  £300  a  year  was  such  a  trifle,  that  they 
had  not  thought  it  worth  thinking  of.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  this  letter  before  the 
House,  and  thought  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
bother  had  been  made  by  the  Superintendent 
and  the  Press  of  Canterbury. 

Dr.  PEATHEESTON  said  that  what  the 
Superintendent  complained  of  was,  that  the 
matter  had  been  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  a 
grievous  misrepresentation  hod  been  mode  as 
to  the  rental  of  certain  lands  which  had  been 
taken  at  about  £200  or  £300  a  year,  but  was, 
in  fact,  £600.  Before  any  action  was  taken  in 
this  matter,  common  courtesy  dictated  the 
necessity  of  communicating  with  the  Provincial 
Government  of  Canterbury. 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  the  feeling  in  Canter- 
bury when  he  left,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Superintendent  and  the  public,  was  very  strong 
that  the  representatives  of  the  province  had 
damaged  the  interests  of  their  constituents, 
which  impression  was  caused  by  their  not  hav- 
ing full  information.  Coining  up  with  those 
views,  he  found,  on  investigating  the  subject, 
facts  and  argiuients  of  wtuch  he  had  no  in- 
timation. The  fact  remained  that,  instead  of 
£200,  Canterbury  would  be  a  loser  of  £600  a 
year ;  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Canterbury  would  readUy  withdraw 
any  imputations  on  any  of  the  Canterbury 
members  if  he  knew  what  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
knew  now.  The  Superintendent  hatd  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  interests  of  his  pro- 
vince had  not  been  sufficiently  regarded,  and 
any  Superintendent,  believing  such  to  be  the 
osise,  would  give  vent  to  his  opinions — which 
he  had  done  in  a  courteous  manner.  Since 
these  transactions,  the  arbitrators  had  awarded 
a  return  to  Canterbury  of  £200  or  £-300  of  what 
it  had  lost  out  of  the  readjustment  of  the  New 
Zealamd  Company's  debt. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  when  he  left  home  to 
come  to  Auckland  he  was  assured,  on  18th  May, 
that  a  letter  would  come  at  the  same  time  to 
Auckland  asserting  that  the  Government  itself 
should  decide  the  boundary.  On  inquiry  in 
Auckland  he  found  that  no  such  letter  had 
been  written ;  but,  on  8th  June,  a  letter  was 
written  appointing  a  Commissioner,  and  the 
statement  of  18th  May  totally  departed  from. 
In  ignorance  that  a  Commissioner  had  been 
appointed  he,  and  the  rest  of  the  Canterbury 
members,  met  the  honourablo  members  from 
Ur,  DtiUm  BeU 


Otago.  They  saw  what  equity  demanded— 
nearly  a  parallel  of  latitude— ^and  they  also  am 
what  interpretation  the  wording  of  Sir  Geotge 
Grey's  ordmance  was  liable  to,  and  they  sub- 
mitted to  be  guided  by  the  wording  of  iia 
ordinance.  But  he  was  sorry  he  hadluhl  anj- 
thin^  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  referred  to  a  propositioii 
of  the  General  GovemmeUt  that  arbitratois 
should  be  appointed,  and  said  that  if  the 
Superintendent  of  Canterbury  had  appointed 
an  arbitrator  no  steps  would  have  been  taken 
in  this  House.  When  at  Canterbury  last  Apnl 
he  (Mr.  DUlon  Bell)  had  told  the  Chief  Oaa- 
missioner  of  Waste  Lands  that,  unless  some 
immediate  action  was  taken  by  the  Canterboi; 
Government,  it  was  the  intention  of  tiie  Otago 
members  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Le- 
gislature. His  object  in  making  the  present 
motion  had  simply  been  to  afford  to  any  honour- 
able member  who  thought  there  might  be 
grounds  for  complaint  against  the  Otago  mem- 
bers the  opportunity  of  saying  what  those 
grounds  might  be.  Those  who  inquired  into  it 
would  see  that  the  Otago  members  had  been 
actuated  by  no  other  desire  than  to  fiAd  a  itiz 
and  equitable  means  of  deciding  the  question, 
which  had  been  in  dispute  so  many  yeaa. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  POR  DEBT  OBDINAlfCE 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislattve 
Council  in  the  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Ordin- 
ance Amendment  Bill  were  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

STANDING  ORDERS  FOR  PRIVATE 
BILLS  BILL. 

The  Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills  BiH 
was  retui  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  House  withoot 
amendment,  with  the  exception  of  clause  6. 

It  was  ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply  for  the  conaideiatiao 
of  clause  6  thereof. 

PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  yrbola 
House  on  the  Pensioners'  Claims  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BELL. 
The  Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill  was  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  mads  sn 
order  of  the  day  for  the  next  sitting-day. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CEBTm- 
CATE  BILL. 

The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Bill 
was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  report  made  on  order  of  the  day  for  next 
sitting-day. 
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AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

The  Audcland  Representation  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
report  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  the  next 
■itting-daj. 

BALNEA  VIS  REMISSION  BILL. 
The  Balneavis  Remission  Bill  was  considered 
in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  it  was  agreed, 
That  this  Honse  will,  at  the  rising  of  the  House 
to^lay,  adjourn  until  Tuesday  next. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  Diseased  Cattle  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
pott  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  the  next 
sitting-day. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee   of 
Supply. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4  of  Provinoial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  read 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills 
Bill  read  and  bgreed  to. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved.  That,  with  a  view  to 
extending  to  the  Province  of  Marlborough  the 
advantages  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  respectful 
address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency,  re- 
questing him  to  recoDunend  the  House  to  vote 
the  following, sums:  Registrar,  £50;  Sherifi, 
£50 ;  contingencies,  £50. 

Motion  agreed  to.      ' 

Mr.  COLENSO  moved.  That  it  is  highly 
desirable,  as  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  colony 
will  permit,  that  a  sum  of  money  be  devoted 
for  the  purpose  of  commencing  a  standard 
library  dictionary  or  lexicon  of  the  Maori 
langoage. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLENSO  moved.  That  the  following 
resolution  be  recommended  to  the  House  for 
adoption :  That  it  is  advisable  that  a  small  sum 
bo  placed  on  t^e  ostimaCes  for  scientific  pur- 
poses within  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and, 
on  such  being  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
that  a  respectful  addrete  be  made  to  His  Ex- 
cellency that  he  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -post  ten  o'clock 
pjn. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Ihunday,  8th  Augwt,  1861. 


Leave  of  Absence  —  Thirft  Beading— Law  Practi- 
tioners Bill— Lost  Land -orders  Bill— Debtors' 
•od  Creditors'  Composition  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

PBiSSBS. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnston  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

THIRD  READING. 
New  Zealand  Company's  Land   Claimants 
Ordinance  Amendment  Bill. 

LAW  PRACTITIONEyiS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Conference  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendments  made 'by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill,  re- 
ported that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  cer- 
tain amendments.  * 

LOST  LAND-ORDERS  BILL. 
The  Lost  Ltmd-orders  Bill  was  recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

DEBTORS*  AND  CREDITORS'  COMPOSI- 
TION BILL.      , 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Debtors'  and  Creditors'  Composi- 
tion Bul. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half -past  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


•LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  9th  August,  1861. 


New  Provinces  Act  Amendnient  Bill— Third  Beadinc 
—Law  Practitioners  Bill— Begistration  of  Elec- 
tors Act  1896  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  ehair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pb&tbbs. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATTS  RUSSELL  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  BiU  to  suspend  for  a 
limited  time  the  operation  of  "  The  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  1858,"  and  stated  that  the  object  of 
the  proposed  Bill  was  not  to  alter  the  existing 
law,  but  simply  to  suspend  its  operation  untU 
the  next  session  of  the  Council.  It  was  desir- 
able to  introduce  the  measure  on  account  of 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  at  Timaru, 
consequent  on  the  discovery  of  goldfields  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  which  rendered  it 
probable  that  separation  might  be  asked  for. 
Legislation  on  the  subject  of  new  provinces 
was  also  going  on  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
of  the  exact  nature  of  which  they  were  not  yet 
aware. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, urgently  pressing  its  adoption. 

Debate  ensued. 

The  Council  divided. 

Atbs,  5. 
Amey  Ru8sell,Watts   Swainson. 

PoUen  Sewell 
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Noes,  6. 
Cntfield  Biohmopd         Salmon 

Kenny  Russell,  A.  H.   Tancred. 

Majority  against,  1. 
Motion  negatived. 

THIRD  READrNG. 
Lost  Land  Orders  Bill. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill  was  adopted  by 
the  Council. 

REGISTRATldlSr  OF   ELECTORS  ACT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned.       , 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  13tk  August,  1861. 


Appointment  of   Judges  — First  Readings  —  Third 
Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbaters.  ^ 

APPOINTMENT  OP  JUDGES. 
The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY.— Sir,  I  rise 
to  moye  the  resolutions  standing  upon  the 
Order  Paper  in  my  name.  They  have  refer- 
ence to  a  most  important  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, one  involving  the  integrity  of  the  Su- 
preme Court ;  while  the  resolutions  themselves 
are  utterly  harmless  in  the  principles  they  pro- 
pose to  affirm.  There  is  no  novelty  in  those 
principles,  as  the  Council  will  perceive  on 
rending  the  first  and  main  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it 
is  expedient  that,  in  the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment of  any  future  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  not  appointed  under  the -7th  section  of 
"  The  Supreme  Court  Judges  Act,  1858,"  the 
principle  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  24th  July, 
1856,  be  adhered  to,  and  that  some  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  superior  Courts  in  England  be 
from  time  to  time  invited  to  select  and  nomi- 
nate a  fit  and  proper  pciSon  for  such  appoint- 
ment. That  the  integrity  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ought  to  be  a  special  object  of  solicitude 
with  this  Council  needs  no  argument  to  prove. 
I  will  not  at  this  moment  stop  to  discuss  how 
far  that  object  would  be  defeated  by  multiply- 
ing and  localizing  its  Judges  broadcast  over  the 
colony :  it  is  at  least  clear  that  the  integrity  of 
the  Court  must  be  impaired  in  proportion  as 
the  independence  of  the  Judges  is  undermined. 
And  I  regret  to  say  that,  even  now,  the  one  is 
threatened  and  the  other  imperilled  by  a 
course  of  proceeding  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  as  insidious  as  it  is,  in  a  constitutional 


point  of  view,  unprincipled.  For,  in  my  opin- 
ion, both  the  integrity  of  the  Court  and  the 
independence  of  its  future  Judges  will  be  less 
secure  if,  at  this  early  period  in  New  Zealand's 
history,  the  appointment  of  Supreme  Cooit 
Judges  shall  depend  nominally  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  Governor,  but  shall  really  be 
dictated  under  the  control  or,  as  it  is  called, 
the  adrtco  of  the  Ministry  of  the  hour.  Sir, 
the  independence  of  Judges  has  always  been 
cherished  as  a  special  object  of  concern  by  all 
civilized  communities.  Even  in  an  age  of 
heathenism  it  was  considered  essential  to  the 
freedom  as  well  of  the  Courts  as  of  the  people 
that  the  judiciary  power  should  be  confided  to 
men  who  should  owe  neither  their  elevation  to 
the  judicial  seat  nor  their  degradation  fnsa 
office  to  political  influence.  The  grand  struc- 
ture of  the  Roman  or  civil  law,  which  forms  tiie 
basis  of  jurisprudence  over  a  large  portioned 
the  civilized  world,  would  never  have  risen  to 
its  colossal  stature  had  not  its  foQndauons 
been  laid  by  Judges  peculiarly  qualified  fcr 
their  duty.  Nay,  I  would  fain  wish  that  our 
little  aristocracy,  if  from  such  a  class  our  Be- 
sponsible  Ministry  is  recruited,  would  take  ex- 
ample of  the  plebeians  of  adoient  Rome,  wbo, 
when  they  acquired  a  share  in  the  magistracy, 
declined  to  choose  from  their  flatterers  and 
partisans  for  those  high  offices.  The  choice  of 
the  plebeians  still  fell  upon  tha  patricians,  a 
class  of  men  who  were  their  political  opponents, 
and  had  been  their  oppressors,  but  who  were  at 
once  proud,  wealthy,  and  independent.  And 
this  forbearance  in  their  use  of  power  has  been 
attributed,  perhaps,  to  its  true  motives  by  a 
writer  who  has  remarked  upon  them  Uiat 
"  because  they  were  virtuous  they  were  mag- 
nanimous, and  because  they  were  free  they  bad 
a  contempt  of  power."  In  England,  it  is  well 
known,  the  independence  of  the  Judges  became 
early  an  object  of  special  legislation.  It  is  in 
a  manner  identified  with  the  very  soil  in  the 
name  "  Judges  of  the  land ;"  and  the  kiUisg 
one  of  them  during  the  execution  of  his  ofBce 
was  one  species  of  treason.  They  are  all 
created  by  the  Queen's  Letters  Patent ;  and  by 
the  13th  Will.  III.  and  1  Geo.  III.  they  are  not 
liable  to  removal  except  upon  address  of  both 
Houses  of  rarliamcnt.  But  tho  Act  of  Wil- 
liam the  Third  did  not  confer  upon  the  Re- 
sponsible Ministry  of  England  itself  the  power 
to  dictate  either  the  appointment  or  the  re- 
moval of  a  Judge ;  it  did  not  even  confer  on 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  the  power  to 
control  the  Crown :  by  that  Act  the  Judges 
were  left  practically  independent  both  of  the 
Crown  an^  Parliament.  The  Act  of  George 
III.,  which  consummated  their  independence, 
was  earnestly  recommended  by  the  King  him- 
self from  the  throne ;  and  it  remains  recorded 
as  an  act  of  grace  that  still  draws  down  upon 
tho  memory  of  that  sovereign  the  blessings  of  a 
grateful  posterity.  In  connection  with  those 
Acts  it  has  been  remarked, — 

"  In  this  distinct  and  separate  existence 
of  the  judicial  power  in  a  peculiar  body  of 
men,  nominated,  indeed,  but  not  removable 
at  pleasure  by  the  -Crown,  consists  one  main 
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preseiratiTe  of  the  public  liberty,  whioh  cannot 
long  consist  in  any  State  unless  the  adminis- 
tiation  of  common  justice  be  in  some  degree 
separated  both  from  the  Legislatuie  and  also 
from  the  executive  power." 

And   the    President    Montesquieu    declares 
"  there  is  no  liberty  if  the  judiciary  power  be 
not  separated  from  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive."   Sir,  I  say  that  the  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand  have  afi&rmed  these  sajne  principles, 
vhich  the  claim  se^  up  by  the  late  and  present 
Ministry  tends  to   contradict.    Well,  Sir,    as 
England  cast  oS  her  superabundant  population 
and  extended  her  colonial  empire  the  Judges 
in  the  colonies  were  appointed  and  removed  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Sovereign,  acting  at  times 
through  the  Governor  of  the  colony,  but  with- 
out reference  to  mere  local  authority.    Much 
inconvenience    occasionally    resulted    from    a 
Governor  interfering  with  the  course  of  justice, 
and  conflicts  of  authoritjr  arose,  between  a  Go- 
vernor on  one  side,  and  on  tho  other  a  Judge 
who  brought  with  him  to  the  exercise  of  his 
fonotious  that  spirit  of  independence  and  of 
honour  which  no  man  can  fail  to  acquire  from 
experience   at    the    English  Bar.     Instances 
oocoired,  and  one  of  them  recently,  in  which 
a  Governor  exercised  the  power  of  dismissal ; 
but  the  Judge^having  his  appeal  to  the  Queen 
under  the  advice  of  her  Ministers,  and  that  ad- 
vice being  watched   by  the   Bar  and  judicial 
Bench  in  England,  watched  also  by  a  House  of 
Commons  and  a  truly  free  Press — the  Judge,  I 
say,  was  protected  by  the  sovereign  power  it- 
self, and  has    even   been   restored    to   office 
despite  the  will  of  the   officer  administering 
the  local  government  in  the  colony,    New  Zea- 
land, in  this  as  in  many  other  respecte,  is 
highly   favouied,    and    has    been    blessed    ill 
the  appointment   of   the  (now  retired)   Chief 
Justice,  Sir  William  Martin.    Still,  the  Council 
most  be  reminded  that  even  he,  meek  though 
firm  man  as    he  was,   if  occasion   required, 
conld  not  escape    something  like  misundoi<- 
standing  with   a  Governor  upon  an  occasion 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Blue   Book.    He 
mildly  bat  resolutely  asserted  his  independ- 
ence— to  remove  him  would  have  been  to  re- 
move a  comer-stone,  as  it  were,  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  colony ;  and  the  authorities  of 
that  day,  when  invited  by  the  Chief  Justice  to 
consider  whether    it  would  conduce    to   the 
interests  of  the  colony  that  lie  shonld  continue 
in  office,  were  too  glad  to  exchange  the  hint  of 
rebiike  for  the   language  of  compliment,  and 
New  Zealand  retained  her  first  Chief  Justice. 
Still,  in  1856,  the  General   Assembly  having 
&tablished  its  action,  and  the  system.of  Re- 
sponsible Government  being  inaugurated,  the 
future  "position  of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges 
under  Uie   new  system  was  considered.    The 
House  of  Bepresentatives    then  embodied   in 
certain  resolutions  an  arrangement  whereby  a 
guarantee  was  given  that  the  Sa]^reme  Court 
Judges  should  not  be  either  appointed  or  re- 
moved by  the  Governor,  by  his  Responsible  Ad- 
visers, or  by  both  together,  but  by  the  Sovereign 
only.    I  pray  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  language  of  these  resolutions — I  am  re- 


minded by  my  honaorable  friend  Mr.  Swainson 
that  this  Council  passed  similar  resolutions  on 
the  14th  August,  18fi6.  The  second  resolution 
is  in  these  words : — 

"  That  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Coiut 
ought  not  to  be  removable  except  by  Her 
Majesty  or  an  address  from  both  Houses  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  should  only  be 
liable  to  suspension  by  the  Governor  on  a  like 
address." 
The  fifth  resolution  stands  thus : — 
"  That  the  appointment  of  Judges  shonld 
be  with  Her  Majesty,  but  to  be  exercised  on 
the  recommendation  of  some  one  of  the  Judges 
in  the  superior  Courts  in  England,  who  may 
be  from  time  to  time  designated  in  that  behaUt 
by  the  Colonial  Government  on  behalf  of  the 
colony." 

'  And  thus  it  was  resolved  that  the  appoint- 
ment and  removal  of  Supreme  Court  Judges 
should  be  expressly  excepted  out  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  Ministry  of  the  hour,  and  ought  to 
be  saved  for  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 
All  this  was  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  apd  on  reference  to  the  correspondence 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Laliouchere  accepted  and 
acted  upon  the  terms  of  those  resolutions.  In 
his  despatch  of  the  19th  December,  1856,  Mr. 
Laboucfaere  writes:  "Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment fully  concur  in  the  views  expressed  in  the 

four  first  resolutions*  of  the  House 

You  are  authorized  beforehand  to  assent  to  any 
Bill  for  carrying  into  efiect  these  resolutions." 
True,  he  says  the  fifth  resolution  appears  open 
to  some  objection,  and  explains  that  "to  esta- 
blish by  law  the  principle  that  Her  Majesty 
must  act  on  the  recommendation  of  some  one 
Judge  selected  by  the  Colonial  Government — if 
this  is  the  meaning  of  the  resolution — seems  to 
me  hardly  a  constitntional  proceeding."  But, 
while  Mr.  Ijabonchere  guards  the  Crown  from 
acting  npon  the  direction  of  a  Judge  who 
would  not  be  responsible  either  to  the  Home  or 
Colonial  Governments,  he  expressly  states, — 

"  It  is  the  practice  of  this  department,  as  re- 
gards colonies  under  Responsible  Government,  to 
be  guided  as  far  as  possible  by  tho  wishes  of  the  * 
provincial  Responsibte  Advisers  of  the  Crown  in 
the  selection  of  Judges  as  well  as  other  officers ; 
and  if  those  Advisers  think  fit  to  take  the  opin- 
ion of  any  Judge  in  this  country  as  to  whom 
they  shall  recommend,  they  will,  as  I  believe, 
adopt  a  course  highly  advantageous  for  the 
province,  and  in  wUch  Her  Majesty's  Gk>vem- 
mentwili  be  happy  to  co-operate." 

But  he  not  only  approved,  he  acted  upon  the 
substance  of  the  fifth  resolution ;  for  in  his  des- 
patch of  the  18th  August,  1857,  he  formally  re-  . 
cognizes  the  substantial  justice  of  the  view  of  the 
Assembly,  "  that  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  such  a  subject  should  be  assisted 
by  that  of  a  personage  so  qualified  to  advise, 
and  whose  selection  was  so  certain  to  be 
attended  with  respect,  as  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  superior  Courts  at  Westminster."  He 
also  in  that  despatch  aimounces  that,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  resolution,  be  bad 
consulted  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge,  and,  on  that 
learned  Judge's  recommendation,  "  Mr.  Amey 
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had  been  aooordingly  appointed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty." Hy  learned  brother  Johnston  vas,  in 
1858,  likewise  appointed  by  Her  Majesty  on  the 
tepommendation  of  Mr.  Baron  Bramwell,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  resolution.  Those 
lesofutions  and  despatches  disclose  a  complete 
compact  between  the  Colonial  Legislature* and 
the  Crown,  recognized  and  acted  on  even  up  to 
the  time  when  the  Supreme  Court  Judges  Act 
was  passing  through  the  General  Assembly  in 
1858  ;  and  it  was  not  until  a  question  arose  on 
Hr>  Justice  Gresson's  appointment  that  I  enter- 
tained the  slightest  idea  of  any ■  arriire  pens€e 
in  the  Act  of  1858.  Mr.  Justice  Gresson  was 
appointed  temporarily  on  the  11th  December, 
«1857,  and  I  have  found  no  subseqnent  appoint- 
ment  in  the  Gazette.  If  any  such  be  gazetted, 
I  have  miss^  it.  But,  at  the  recent  confer- 
ence of  the  Judges,  my  brother  Gresson  in- 
formed my  brother  Johnston  and  myself  that 
he  had  never  received  any  intimation  that  his 
own  appointment  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  been  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty.  I 
treated  the  matter  as  one  of  mere  neglect,  and 
advised  him  to  ask  for  a  copy  of  the.  despatch 
containing  the  confirmation  of  his  appointment, 
which  I  felt  sure  must  have  been  received.  My 
brother  Johnston  doubted  this,  and,  from  a 
conversation  which  then  arose,  it  appeared  my 
learned  brethren  already  feared  a  design  in  the 
then  ilinistry  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the 
right  of  appomting  the  Supreme  Court  Judges. 
'  Two  questions  were  then  raised,  one  personal 
to  my  brother  Gresson,  the  other  directly  afiect- 
ing  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  Supreme  Court.  As  regarded 
Mr.  Justice  Gresson,  I  admit  that  my  brother 
Johnston  and  I  hesitated  to  tender  him  any 
positive  advice  beyond  suggesting  that  be  should 
ask  whether  his  appointment  had  been  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Justice  Gresson  had  relinquished 
his  profession  to  assume  his  judicial  duties 
since  1857,  and  had  ceased  during  three  years 
and  a  half  to  practise.  He  had  yielded  a  pro- 
fession which  returned  him  nearly  £2,000  a 
year,  oven  without  practising  in  the  Supreme 

-  Court,  and  which,  with  the  addition  of  that 
practice,  would  at  the  time  of  our  conversation 

*  nave  exceeded  £2,000  a  year,  for  an  official 
emolument  of  £1,000  per  annum.  Meanwhile, 
his  clients  and  his  practice  had  necessarily 
become  transferred  to  other  hands.  I  admit 
that,  while  we  sympathized  with  my  brother 
Gresson,  we  shrank  from  the  responsibility 
of_  recommending  to  him  any  course  which 
might  by  any  possibility  result  in  his  retiring 
from  the  Bench  which  he  adorns,  in  order  to  re- 
commence a  professional  career  which  he  had 
so  long  honoured,  but  at  length  abandoned. 
Before  leaving  Auckland,  however,  Mr.  Justice 
Gresson  consulted  me  singly,  and  with  earnest- 
ness assured  me  he  would  prefer  retiring  even 
from  the  Bench,  rather  than  allow  the  method 
of  his  appointment  to  become  the  means  of 
lowering  the  status  of  the  Court.  The  latter 
result  is  impossible.  A  more  virtuous,  pains- 
taking, and  conscientious  Judge  than  my 
brother  Gresson  never  administered  the  law. 
The  late  Government  were  fortunate  in  finding 
Hon,  Chief  Juttiee  Arnty 


such  a  man  as  my  brother  Oresaon  to  ■■ 
office  in  Ne^  Zetland ;  and,  if  anything  ooak 
reconcile  me  to  the  power  claimed  by  the 
Ministry,  it  would  be  that  appointment.  All 
I  would  have  asked  of  the  late  Ministzy — all  I 
now  ask  of  the  Ministry — is,  that  they  would 
recommend  him  to  the  Royal  favour,  and 
stamp  the  Boyal  sanction  upon  his  merits.  He 
left ;  and,  until  I  heard  it  from  my  honoorabl* 
friend's  lips  the  other  day,  I  remained  wholly 
ignorant  what  course  the  late  or  present  Minis- 
try had  taken.  But  we  had  also  heard  rumoun 
about  the  probable  addition  to  the  number  of 
the  Supreme  Court  Judges.  Kelson  and  Ots^ 
were  spoken  of.  It  was  whispered  that  a 
gentleman  would  be  brought  by  the  late  Minis' 
try  from  a  remote  settlement  in  another  pait 
of  the  globe  to  Nelson,  who  was  said  to  be  re- 
lated to  a  Nelson  voter.  Again,  repotts  wei» 
rife  that  the  late  Attorney-General  and  the  l^a 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  raised  to  \k» 
Bench.  God  forbid  that  I  should  disparage  the 
claims  of  those  gentlemen.  I  believe  the  late 
Attorney-General  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable 
public  servants  that  ever  set  foot  in  this  colony, 
and  I  doubt  not  that  either  of  those  gentlemen 
would  discharge  the  judicial  duties  with  ability. 
Before  my  brother  Johnston  left  Auckland, 
however,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  reason' to 
believe  those  gentlemen  had  no  intention  of 
ascending  to  the  Bench,  and  he  deprecated  the 
political  enmity  in  which  he  believed  the  re- 
port to  have  originated.  Well,  the  AssemUjr 
met,  the  struggle-  for  place  began.  The  Su- 
preme Court  Judgeship  seemed  to  be  given  up ; 
and  it  was  not  until  Friday,  the  2nd  Aogiut, 
that  I  read  or  heard  any  positive  intelligence 
on  the  subject.  In  the  Southern  Cross  of  that 
morning  appeared  a  report  among  the  debates 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  that,  on  the 
previous  Tuesday  only,  on  discussing  the  Ro- 
dent Magistrates'  Coiuts  Extension  Bill — I  will 
read  the  words, — 

"  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
admitted  that  Otago  should  have  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  said  that  extensive 
judicial  modifications  were  necessary  in  that 
province,  owing  to  the  recent  gold  discoveries, 
an  opinion  in  which  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond  co- 
incided." 

On  that  very  day — Friday,  the  2nd  August— I 
gave  notioe  of  the  questions  which  I  put  to  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sewell)  on  the  following 
Monday.  Those  questions  raised  the  poinb 
which  appear  upon  his  answers.  These  answers 
were  :  First,  that  Mr.  Ju'^tice  Gresson  had  not 
been  appointed  under  any  special  warrant  from 
the  Crown.  That  the  late  Government  con- 
sidered that  the  appointment  of  the  Judges  was 
changed  by  the  Act  of  1858,  and  was  now  pro- 
perly made  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  "That 
Mr.  Justice  Gresson  had  been  appointed  ac- 
cordingly. His  appointment  had  not  been  con- 
firmed, or  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  confirmation.  Secondly, 
that,  as' to  any  future  appointments,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  the  pre- 
sent Government  would  depart  from  the  view 
taken  by  their  predecessors.     I  still  shrank 
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fnin  Msaming  the  position  of  censor  of  the  late 
Ministry  and  antagonist  of  the  present.  I  trust 
that  antagonism  may  yet  be  spared  me.  My 
part,  however,  for  the  present  was  determined 
by  the  report  which  I  read  in  the  New  Zea- 
lander  newspaper  on  Wednesday  last,  the  7th 
Angust,  under  the  head  of  "  Judge  for  Otago." 
In  answer  to  a  question  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Dick),  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kangitikei  (Mr.  Fox)  is  re- 
ported thus : — 

"  Mr.  Pox  said  the  Government  had  received 
a  very  pressing  application  from  the  Superin- 
tebdent  of  Otago  calling  their  attention  to  the 
gteat  necessity  that  appeared  to  exist  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Judge  for  that  province  and 
Southland.  The  Government  recognized  the 
need — eniecially  at  this  time,  when  a  great  in- 
crease of  population  might  be  expected,  with 
probably  an  increase  of  crime — and  was  pre- 
pared to  recommend  the  appointment  and  09 
appropriation  for  his  salary. 

Immediately  I  prepared  and  gave  notice  of 
these  resolutions.  It  was  not  for  me  to  rise 
from  day  to  day  in  this  Council  and  question 
the  Ministry  with  an  officious  and  unbecoming 
suspicion  of  every  rumour  that  was  circulated ; 
but  now  I  trust  this  Council  will  be  of  opinion 
that,  while  I  have  forborne  from  hasty  inter- 
ference, I  have  taken  the  first  legitimate  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  this  matter  before  the  Council. 
The  issue  both  of  law  and  policy  is  now  dis- 
tinctly raised.  The  appointment  of  the  Judges, 
the  honourable  gentlemtin  announces,  was 
changed  by  the  Act  of  1858 ;  and  I  now  pray 
the  GouncU  to  compare  the  provisions  of  that 
Act  both  with  each  other,  with  analogous  pro- 
visions in  other  Acts  of  the  same  year,  and  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  carry  out  which  that  Act  was  professedly 
passed.  Now,  I  do  not  deny  that  the  language 
of  the  2nd  section  of  "The  Supreme  Court 
Judges  Act,  1661,"  read  alone  and  by  itself  is 
cajwhle  of  being  so  construed  as  to  support  the 
claims  of  the  late  and  present  Minist^.  The 
section  stands  thus : — 

"  The  Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand  shall 
consist  of  one  Judge  to  be  appointed  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  Her'  Majesty,  who  shall 
be  called  the  Chief  Justice,  and  of  such  other 
Judges  as  His  Excellency,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  shall  from  time  to  time 
arooint." 

The  words  "  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty,"  I  admit,  do  not  necessarily  and 
per  u  imply  that  the  power  of  appointment 
shall  be  exercised  in  pursuance  of  a  special 
warrant  from  the  Crown.  Those  words  are 
used  in  a  variety  of  other  cases,  where  no  spe- 
cial warrant  from  the  Crown  is  required.  But 
I  pray  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General,  as  the  officer  of  the  Government  to 
whom  this  Council  looks  for  advice  on  questions 
of  law,  to  the  following  points :  First,  the  2nd 
section  confers,  and  professes  to  confer,  no  new 
powers  on  the  Governor.  The  Governor,  in 
ftot  and  in  form,  already  appointed,  albeit 
nsdet  warrant  from  the  Crown.  True,  in  the 
ODghuJ  ordinance  for  establishing  a  Supreme 


Court  in  this  colony -the  appointment  is  ex- 
pressed to  be  by  Her  Majesty,  while  by  the  sec- 
tion now  under  review  it  is  by  the  Gk>vemor  in 
the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty ;  but  in 
both  cases  the  structure  of  the  clauses  assumes 
the  exercise  to  be  of  an  already  pre-existing 
power.  For  I  believe  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  will  find  that  in  every  instance  through- 
out the  eighty  statutes  of  New  Zealand  passed 
in  1858,  whenever  new  powers  are  conferred 
upon  the  Governor  they  are  conferred  by  such 
words  as  "  it  shall  be  lawful."  Thus,  in  the 
Supreme  Court  Judges  Act  itself,  it  is  provided 
that,  Under  certain  conditions,  by  the  4th  sec- 
tion "it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to 
remove  a  Judge  from  his  office ; "  by  the  5th,* 
"  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  suspend 
from  office ; "  and  by  the  7th,  "  it  shaJl  be  lawful 
for  the  Governor  to  appoint  for  a  temporary 
purpose."  By  the  District  Courts  Act,  sectlbn 
4,  "  it  shall  ho  lawful  for  the  Governor,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  to  appoint 
District  Court  Judges,"  who,  however,  by  the 
5th  are  to  hold  office  only  dtiring  the  Governor's 
pleasure.  In  like  maimer,  the  right  to  appoint 
Coroners,  Militia  of&cers  and  a  Militia  stt^, 
postmasters  and  subordinate  officials  of  that 
department.  Commissioners  of  Boundaries  of 
Provinces,  enumerators  under  the  Census  Act, 
Sheriffs,  Registrars  of  Births,  Deaths,  and 
Marriages,  Auditors,  all  officers  of  Customs, 
&c.— in  all  such  cases  the  right  to  appoint  was 
vested  in  the  Governor  by  express  words.  These 
precedents  of  1858  were  necessarily  anticipated 
and  followed  by  enactments  worded  in  the 
same  manner ;  because  it  is  clear  the  Governor 
could  by  no  possibility  acquire  from  the  Colonial 
Legislature  new  powers  iinless  those  powers 
were  eipressly  defiiied  and  conferred  by  express 
words.  No  such  words  are  found  in  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Supreme  Court  Judges  Act.  They 
are  found  in  the  District  Courts  Act,  because 
the  power  did  not  exist  in  the  Governor  to 
appoint  District  Court  Judges  without  them. 
May  it  not  be  that  they  are  omitted  in  the 
2nd  section  of  the  Supremo  Court  Judges  Act 
because  the  power  already  existed  in  the  Sove- 
reign, and  the  Governor  did  not  require  from 
the  General  Assembly  an  authority  which  he  de- 
rived from,  and  exercised  under,  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown — an  authority  which  the  Crown 
alone  had  conferred,  and  was  intended  still  to 
confer  ?  But,  secondly,  not  only  are  the  new 
powers  thus  granted ;  even  the  mode  of  exercis- 
ing them  is  constantly  prescribed  to  the  Go- 
vernor. In  some  cases  they  are  obligatory,  in 
others  permissive.  One  power  he  is  to  exert 
"  by  warrant  under  his  hand,"  another  "  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  colony,"  a  third  "  by 
writing  under  his  hand,"  a  fourth  ''by  Pro- 
clamation," and  a  fifth  "  by  Proclamation  in 
the  Oatette."  Some  appointments  he  makes 
as  Governor,  others  in  tne  name  and  on  behalf 
of  Her  Majesty.  Some  acts  are  done  and  ap- 
pointments mtide  by  His  Excellency  alone,  and 
others,  I  pray  the  House  to  remember,  can 
only  be  made  or  done  by  the  "  Governor  in 
Council."  This  distinction  is  most  imitortant. 
The  whole  [struggle  which  ooconed  in  tbia 
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Coimcil  upon  the  measures  of  the  Native  polioj 
in  1656  arose  npon  the  question  as  to  how  far 
the  powers  of  the  Governor  should  be  controlled 
by  his  Council.  The  existence  of  the  Ministry 
was  staked  on  that  question.  The  second  read- 
ing of  one  of  their  Native  measures  was  opposed 
on  that  ground.  Honourable  gentlemen  will 
recollect  how  the  then  Colonial  Secretary  came 
to  this  Council,  and  from  that  seat  handed  a 
note  to  the  then  Attorney-General,  who  imme- 
diately threatened  the  resignation  of  the  Minis- 
try. The  course  of  the  debate  had  shown  that 
the  majority  of  votes  would  be  against  them. 
I  abstained  from  speaking ;  but,  if  X  mistake 
not,  it  was  at  my  solicitation  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Colonel  Kenny)  withdrew  his  op- 
position to  the  second  reading,  and  the  Minis- 
try was  saved.  Throughout  those  Native  mea- 
sures the  distinction  is  carefully  observed 
between  acts  which  the  Governor  may  do  in 
the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  alone, 
and  those  which  he  can  only  do  with  the  con- 
sent of  his  Council  or  "in  Council."  The 
same  distinction  is  observable  in  the  Supreme 
Court  Judges  Act — an  Act  which,  like  the 
Native  measures  of  1858,  directly  affects  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  Thus  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Judges — section  2 — the  removal  of 
a  Judge  upon  the  address  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly — section  i — and  the  temporary  ap- 
pointment of  a  substitute  during  absence  or  ill- 
ness— section  7 — are  acts  all  alike  to  be  done 
"  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty ;" 
but,  in  order  to  enable  the  Governor  so  to  remove 
or  temporarily  appoint,  it  required  to  be  and 
is  specially  enacted  that  "it  shall  be  lawful 
for  him  so  to  do."  So  also,  by  section  5,  "it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  to  suspend, 
during  the  recess,  a  Judge  from  his  office  until 
the  session  of  the  Assembly ;"  but  it  is  also 
expressly  enacted  that  the  Governor  can  neither 
so  temporarily  appoint  nof  siispend  from  ofBce 
unless  by  the  consent  of  his  Council :  these 
acts  must  be  done  "  in  Council."  In  contrast 
with  all  these  powers  the  appointment  under 
section  2  is  neither  expressed  to  be  by  authority 
of  the  Colonial  Legislature,  nor  is  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Executive  Coimcil  even  hinted 
at.  Was  it,  then,  to  be  exercised  by  the  Go- 
vernor without  advice  or  control  ?  That  would 
contradict  all  previous  practice  and  legisla- 
tion, whether  Imperial  or  Colonial.  Was  the 
Governor  to  appoint  only  under  the  dictation 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  hour?  The  anomaly 
would  still  remain  that  the  entire  Executive 
Council  would  claim  to  control  him  in  exercis- 
ing a  narrower  and  temporary  appointment, 
whilst  in  exercising  the  larger  and  permanent 
one  he  would  be  controlled,  or — if  the  honour- 
able geiltleman  prefers  the  word — advised  by  a 
■mailer  body.  This  anomaly  would  be  increased 
if,  as  may  not  unreasonably  be  expected, 
"  the  Council "  should  some  day  include  a  great 
variety  of  interests.  And,  if  "  the  Council "  is 
merely  intended  to  embrace  the  Besponsible 
Ministry,  then  the  fact  that  the  Responsible 
Ministry  sure  imported  into  one  class  of  ap- 
pointments, but  are  omitted  from  the  other,  is 
an  indication  Hiat  in  the  latter  cose  the  pre- 
EoH,  Chief  Justice  Amey 


rogative  of  the  Crown  was  intentianall;  ex- 
empted from  their  control.  As  the  Mimstij 
read  this  Act,  the  larger  the  power  the  lea 
Would  be  the  control ;  the  more  important  the 
interests  at  stake  the  lees  guarantee  to  the 
colony  for  its  protection;  the  more  vast  the 
power  the  less  the  responsibility.  But,  rud 
the  2nd  section  as  its  plain  grammatical 
import  admits,  and  the  difficulty  vanishes. 
There  is  not  one  word  expressly  to  prohibit  or 
restrict  the  Governor  from  appointing  accord- 
ing to  the  established  practice  in  such  cases. 
Leave  him,  as  before,  free,  and  in  his  freedom 
wo  shall  secure  at  once  the  prerogative  of  llie 
Crown  and  the  independence  of  the  Jadges. 
And  it  is  now  time  that  I  called  the  attenticm 
of  the  Council  to  that  practice  and  to  the 
specific  form  of  appointments,  in  order  to  shew 
that  they  are  reconcilable  with  the  strict  pro- 
visions of  the  2nd  section  of  "The  Supreme 
Court  Judges  Act,  1858."  I  believe  the  original 
channel  of  such  appointments  was  -  by  Com- 
mission from  the  Sovereign ;  but  shortly  before 
the  time  of  Chief  Justice  Martin  that  mode  d 
appointment  was  changed.  The  ConunissicHi 
entailed  oh  the  colonial  Judge  payment  of  a 
serious  percentage  on  his  salary,  to  relieve  him 
from  which  a  warrant  under  the  Boyal  Sign 
Manual  and  Signet  was  substituted,  which 
designated  the  Judge  to  be  appointed  ;  and  the 
Governor  of  the  colony,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  appointed  the  Judge  ao 
designated  in  obedience  to  the  Royal  Instzue- 
tions.  Chief  Justice  Martin,  on  the  lOtii 
January,  1842,  and  every  New  Zealand  Supreme 
Court  Judge  up  to,  but  exf'cpting,  Mr.  Jostice 
Uressou,  was  thus  appointed.  The  appoint- 
ments of  Mr.  Justice  Chapman  and  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen  are,  by  the  Gazette  of  the  3rd  Jaljr, 
1850,  thus  recited : — 

"  In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from 
Her  Majesty,  by  a  warrant  under  the  Boyal 
Sign'  Manual  and  Signet,  bearing  date  14tfa 
January,  1850,  His  Excellency  the  Govemor-in- 
Chief  has  been  pleased  to  appoint,  by  Letters 
Patent  under  the  Public  Seal  of  the  Islands 
of  New  Zealand  [names  of  the  Judges]  to  ^ 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  said 
Islands." 

Mr.  Chapman  had  been  appointed  Judge  by 
the^Govemor  as  such  on  the  3rd  January,  1844 ; 
date  of  appointment  26th  December,  1843 ;  but 
six  years  after  this  the  RoyaJ  "Warrant  was 
deemed  necessary  to  give  permanency  to  Mr. 
Chapman's  appointment.  My  own  appoitt- 
ment  and  that  of  my  brother  Johnston  were 
both  mode  by  the  Governor  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  for  they  were  made 
in  obedience  to  the  Royal  Warrant.  Here  is 
my  own  appointment.  [Warrant  of  appoint- 
ment read.]  The  Council  perceive  it  recitei 
the  Royal  mandate,  imder  the  Boyal  Sign 
Mantial,  authorizing  and  requiring  His  Excel- 
lency to  cause  Letters  Patent  to  be  passed  under 
the  Public  Seal  of  the  colony  appointing  the , 
Judge  designated,  luid  proceeds,  "Now  know  ye 
that,  in  obedience  to  the  said  Royal  muidate, 
I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint,"  &e.  It  is 
signed  "  Thomas  Gore  Browne ; "  and  there,  by 
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His  X^eellency's  command,  attested  bj  E.  W. 
Staflord,  the  Public  Seal  of  the  colony  is  affixed. 
And  now  I  would  ask  this  Council,  does  not  that 
form  of   appointment  fulfil  in  their  strictest 
terms  the  conditions  of  the  2nd  section  of  "  The 
Supreme  Court  Judges  Act,  1858  "  ?    If  it  does, 
by  what  rignt  do  the  Ministry  claim  to  inter- 
fere with  that  method  of  appointment,  and  step 
between  the  Crown  and  its  ^prerogative  ?    My 
brother  Johnston's  appointmunt  was  gazetted 
the  3rd  November,  1858 ;  and  it  is  a  significant 
fact  that  still,   at  that  period,  throe  months 
after  the  Sui^eme  Court  Judges  Act  had  re- 
ceived the  Governor's  aasent  for  Her  Majesty — 
my  brother  Johnston's  appointment  is  still  ex- 
pressed to  be  "  in  pursuance  of  warrant  from 
Har  Majesty  the  Queen."    Viewing  this  ques- 
tion, therefore,  as  one  of  bare  legal  construction, 
I  am  still  sanguine  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  deem  it  safer  and  more  prudent,  as 
it  will  be  more  just  and  honourable,  to  advise 
theOovemor  that  in  the  future  appointment 
of  a  Supreme  Court  Judge  the  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  should,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, be  applied,  and  the  former  precedents 
pursued ;  for  grave  considerations  of  fact  are 
mvolved.     In  construing  any  enactment   by 
which  a  great  constitutional  change  is  supposed 
to  be  effected  it  is  always  legitinaatc  to  inquire 
what  were   the    historic    incidents   connected 
with  its  passing.    Under  what  circumstances, 
in  pursuance  of  what  principle,  was  it  enacted  ? 
Who  were  the  framers  of  its  provisions?    In 
what  language,  or  with  what  profession,  was  it 
introduced?    I  have  already  adverted  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolutions  of  185C.     They  were 
moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Stafford.      On   the   3rd  May,  1858,   the  same 
gentleman   moved    the  first   reading   of   the 
Supreme  Court  Judges  Act.     In  the  New-Zea- 
landeroi  the  15th  May,  1858,  that  gentleman  is 
reported  to  have  said,  "  It  was  also  considered 
necessary,  if  they  wished  to  secure  the  service 
as  Judges  of  lawyers  of  known  reputation,  to 
hold  out  some  sufficient  inducement  to  them 
to  give  up  a  profitable   practice   at  Home," 
&c. ;   and  this,  he   ob.served,  would   best  be 
secured  by  a  liberal  superannuation  allowance. 
On  the  13th  of  May  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond, 
in  moving  the  second   reading  of  that  Bill, 
is   reported    to   have   described    the    objects 
which  the  then  ^Ministry  had  in  advocating 
that  measure:  and  one  object  he  asserted  to 
be, "where  beneficial  results  could  accrue  from 
it,  to  divest  themselves  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  executive  power."    Knowing  the  difficulty 
that  existed  in  1858  in  providing  an  efficient 
staff  of  reporters,  I  feel  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
hold  any  man  too  closely  to  words  reported  in 
a  newspaper.     But  it  was  well  known  that  the 
Supreme  Court  Judges  Act  was  avowedly  in- 
'  trodnced  to  give  effect  to  the  resolutions  of 
1858.    Mr.  Stafford's  words  evidently  referred 
to  the  fifth  resolution,  by  which  a  guarantee 
was  intended  for  bringing  to  the  colony  pre- 
cisely those  "lawyers  of  known  reputation" 
whom  he  described;   while  Mr.  Richmond's 
words  are  applicable  to  that  very  executive 
power  of  which  he  professed  the  desire  of  the 


promoters  of  this  Bill  to  divest  themselves,  but 
of  which  executive  power,  it  is  now  contended, 
a  share  was  by  that  identical  Bill  conferred 
upon  them.  When  the  Bill  was  in  Committee 
before  this  Council,  I  asked  for  explanation 
of  the  2nd  and  4th  sections.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  conducted  the  measure 
through  the  Council  is  absent,  and  I  will  not 
refer' in  detail  to  what  passed.  I  will  only  say 
that  the  impression  convoyed  to  my  mind, 
and,  I  believe,  to  the  mind  of  other  members, 
was  that  the  2nd  section  was  intended  to 
leavo  the  power  of  appointment,  and  the  method 
of  exercising  it,  wholly  unaffected.  A  stranger 
in  the  colony,  unused  to  parliamentary  discus- 
sion, and  unversed  in  the  forms  of  expression 
adopted  in  such  cases  by  colonial  Legislatures, 
I  yet  recollect,  as  though  it  occurred  yesterday, 
that,  after  receiving  explanations  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  being  referred  to  the  form  of  my  own 
appointment  as  consistent  with  the  language 
of  the  2nd  section,  I  remarked  that  it  might 
seem  an  absurdity  for  me,  in  the  little  Legis- 
lature of  New  Zealand,  to  declare  it  should  be 
lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to  appoint  her  own 
Judges,  and  sat  down  with  the  assurance  in 
my  own  mind  that  the  2nd  section  left  the 
power  of  appointment  still  in  Her  Majesty,  to 
be  exercised  after  the  established  precedent  by 
the  (rovemor  on  her  behalf.  An  amendment 
to  the  4th  section  was  moved  by,  I  believe, 
my  honourable  friend  opposite  (the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swainson).  The  words  "  at  his  discretion"  were 
inserted  to  render  it  more  clear  that  the  control 
should  not  rest  with  the  Ministry,  but  that  the 
Governor  should  be  unfettered.  If  this  be  not 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  then  it  comes  to  this, 
that  the  Governor,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  appointment  and  dismissal  of  Supreme  Court 
Judges,  is  responsible  to  no  one.  Had  such  a 
claim  been  asserted  at  the  time — indeed,  had 
not  the  Council  been  impressed  with  the  op- 
posite interpretation — the  measure  could  not 
nave  been  carried  through  this  Council  by 
its  promoters.  Tho  Council  would  not  have 
allowed  itself  to  declare  by  its  resolution  that 
tho  appointment  should  be  with  Her  Majesty, 
and  by  its  enactment  that  tho  appointment 
should  not  be  with  Her  Majesty  ;  nor  would  it 
have  affirmed  one  day  that  "  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  ought  not  to  be  removable 
except  by  Her  Majesty,"  and  on  another  day 
enact,  professedly  with  the  object  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  same  resolution,  that  Her 
Majesty  should  have  no  voice  in  the  matter. 
These  are  the  circumstances  which  lead  me  to 
invite  this  Council  to  reaf&rm  the  principle 
of  its  former  resolutions,  and  thus  invite 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  follow  our 
example.  If  I  am  asked  why  I  am  thus  urgent 
to  insist  upon  the  resolutions  of  1856,  I  ask 
why  are  Ministers  so  urgent  to  abandon  them  ? 
Have  they  not  been  acted  on  7  Has  any  com- 
plaint been  made  that  tho  colony  has  suffered 
therefrom  ?  .  Is  not  their  beneficial  tendency 
admitted  by  all,  and  their  substantial  jostica 
approved  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  ? 
VVno  can  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  state  of 
political  parties  in  this  colony  may,  if  it  does 
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not  aLread^,  force  on  a  Miaistay  the  necessity 
of  sacrificmg  important  principles  to  political 
necessity  ?  I  sympathize  with  the  rival  Minis- 
tries, subjected  as  they  are  to  the  chronic 
"  majority  of  one."  I  believe  the  heart  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  with  me  on  this  sub- 
ject, for  he  answered  my  qnestions  the  other 
day  in  words  of  doubt  and  tones  of  sorrow ;  and 
he  ought  not  to  regret  it  if  the  Ministry  are 
placed  in  a  position  to  tell  importunate  locali- 
ties that  the  Queen  must  be  consulted.  As  to 
the  necessity  of  additional  Judges  at  present, 
I  do  not  presume  to  dictate.  However,  my 
learned  brethren  at  our  recent  conference 
joined  with  myself  in  framing  additional 
rules  of  practice  to  facilitate  the  settling  of 
issues  and  other  interlocutory  proceedings  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  actions ;  and  I  can  scarcely 
.  believe  that  New  Zealand  throws  up  at  pre- 
sent that  amount  of  contentious  pleading 
which  cannot  be  conducted  with  reasonable 
convenience,  and  without  serious  delay,  with 
the  present  staff  of  Judges.  In  regard  to 
Nelson,  I  received  early  in  this  session  some 
information  as  to  its  requirements  in  this  re- 
spect. I  am  informed  the  sittings  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  Judge  of  Nelson  for  eighteen  months 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  fourteen  days  of  six 
hours  each — say  ten  days  per  annum.  He  sat 
more  frequently;  but  I  am  told  the  aggregate  of 
sittings,  at  six  hours  a  day,  amoimtod  to  no 
more.  The  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  civil 
and  crimiual,  Circuit  and  Court  in  banco, 
averaged  nine  days  per  annum,  and  those  by 
no  means  heavy  days,  frequent  postponements 
having  been  given  for  convenience  of  suitors. 
If  this  be  a  true  account,  the  whole  judicial 
sittings  at  Nelson  could  easily  be  disposed  of 
in  twenty  days  per  annum.  The  number 
of  writs  issued  is  no  test.  The  case  of  Otago 
may  be  different ;  but  I  would  only  bog  that 
the  question  may  be  considered  whether  the 
better  remedy  for  any  existing  deficiencies 
does  not  lie  in.  facilitating  the  means  of  transit 
for  Supreme  Court  Judges,  and  perfecting  the 
system  of  local  Courts ;  for  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  it  is  most  undesirable  to 
localize  the  Supreme  Court  by  multiplying  its 
Judges.  If  there  is  to  be  a  Supremo  Court  it 
must  be  one,  and  only  one.  In  its  unity  will 
consist  both  its  efficiency  and  its  strength.  It 
must  maintain  a  uniformity  in  its  practice  and 
a  consistency  in  its  judgments.  You  cannot 
have  OS  many  Supreme  Court  Judges  as  there 
are  market-towns  of  a  certain  population,  and 
yon  should  have  no  more  Supreme  Court  Judges 
than  conveniently  may  be  brought  together  in 
conference,  or  to  form  a  Court  of  Appeal.  An 
elaborate  report  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Judges,  and  printed  for  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  with  a  view  to  establish 
a  Court  of  Appeal.  The  Assembly  is  mainly 
indebted  to  the  indefatigable  energy  of  my 
brother  Johnston  for  it ;  but  its  purpose  is  pri- 
marily to  secure  justice  to  the  appmlants,  out 
ultimately,  by  a  consistent  train  of  decisions, 
to  establish  one  uniform  system  of  law  and 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Zealand. 
Bat,  lastly,  I  believe  that  the  multiplying  these 
Hon,  Chief  Juttiee  Am*y 


appointments  would  offer  to  successiTe  Minis- 
tries temptations  irresistible  to  make  them 
either  instruments  of  political  influence,  re- 
wards of  political  support,  or  occasionally  a 
medium  of  party  arrangements.  Even  recently 
a  rumour  has  been  circulated  that  the  contem- 
plated Judgeship  of  Otago  had  been  bandied  in 
negotiation,  if  not  made  the  subject  of  barter, 
for  a  desired  Ministerial  combination.  It  ii 
due  to  the  Ministry  themselves  that  they  be 
exempted  from  such  imputations,  if  in  this 
little  community  that  bo  possible;  but  espe- 
cially it  is  due  to  the  gentleman  who  may  be 
called  to  the  Bench  as  the  result  of  negotiations 
of  any  sort  that  he  should  not  only  be,  as  I  am 
sure  he  would  be,  a  stranger  to  them,  but' 
should  be  known  to  be  a  stranger  to  them. 
And  how  shall  these  objects  be  effected  so 
readily  as  by  acting,  for  the  present,  on  some 
such  principle  as  that  embodied  in  the  resoln- 
tions  oefore  the  Council  ?  To  what  other  expe- 
dient or  source  shall  the  Supreme  Court  look  to 
protect  its  integrity?  To  a  Responsible  Minis- 
try? To  a  House  of  Representatives?  To  a 
local  Press?  To  the  Governor  as  opposed  to 
his  Ministry?  [His  Honour  argued  that  for 
some  years  such  supports  could  not  be  relied  ' 
on,  and  continued:]  But  I  have  great  confi- 
dence that,  if  thi^  Council  afiirms  these  resolu- 
tions, and  is  true  to  itself,  both  the  Crown  and 
the  people  of  this  colony  will  be  true  to  the 
Council.  I  do  not  impute  to  the  Government 
or  to  any  one  corrupt  motives.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  argue  this  motion  as  one  involving  a 
great  constitutional  principle,  and  if,  in  un- 
avoidably connecting  it  with  any  person  or 
classes  of  persons,  I  have  said  one  word  injjiri- 
ous  to  the  feelings  of  another,  I  regret  it.  But 
this  Council  owes  herein  a  duty  to  iteelf. 
When  this  Council  interposes  to  save  the  colony 
from  somo  rash  incasure,  the  promoters  some- 
times tell  us  that,  for  the  soke  of  their  schemes, 
the  Council  must  bo  done  away  with — mast  be 
wiped  out.  But,  by  watching  and  checking  the 
encroachments  of  the  Executive,  this  Council 
will  command  the  respect  of  the  people.  It 
will  only  justify  those  vaticinations  when  it 
shall  sacrifice  its  principles  and  reduce  itself  to 
that  state  which  Montesquieu  foretells  can  alone 
witness  the  fall  of  liberty  in  England — the 
state  "  when  the  legislative  power  has  become 
more  corrupt  than  the  executive."  Let  the 
Council  be  honest,  consistent.  Let  as  inform 
His  Excellency  that  the  Supreme  Conit  re- 
quires now  the  s%me  guarantees,  and  the  people 
the  same  protection,  which  both  required  in 
1856.  Let  us  speak  the  truth,  and,  whatever 
betides,  we  shall  know  that  we  have  done  oar 
duty.  I  now  move.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Council,  it  is  expedient  that  the  selection  and 
appointment  of  any  future  Judge  of  the  Sn- 
prcme  Court,  not  appointed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  7th  section  of  "The  Supreme 
Court  Act,  1858,"  the  principle  of  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
24th  July,  1856,  be  adhered  .to ;  and  that  some 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  superior  Courts  in  ' 
England  be  from  time  to  time  invited  to  select 
and  nominate  a  fit  tuoid  proper  person  for  sneh 
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appointment.  That  a  respectful  address  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  praying 
him  to  take  the  necessary  steps  towards  efieot- 
ing  the  before-named  objects. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWEIiXi  observed  that  the 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  Chief  Justice 
'  tjlected  the  late  Government  rather  than  the 
present.  He  regretted  tiie  tone  of  that  speech. 
It  did  not  appeat  to  him  that  his  Honour  was 
vairanted  in  the  imputations  piade  by  him 
against  the  late  Government ;  whilst,  as  re- 
gards the  present  Government,  nothing  had 
been  done  by  them  which  called  for  such  re- 
marks. He  agreed  with  much  that  had  fallen 
from  his  Honour.  &«  had  been  a  party  to  the 
resolntions  of  1856,  which  expressed  the  opin- 
ions then  held  by  him  (the  Attorney-General). 
Bat  those  resolutions  had  beei;i  practically  set 
aside  by  "The  Supreme  Court  Act,  1858." 
When  first  be  had  looked  at  that  Act  he 
thought  it  had  efiected  some  constitutional 
cbajige  in  the  appointment  of  the  Judges. 
Upon  examination,  however,  it  appeare^d  that 
the  Act  was  in  accordance  with  precedents  in 
the  neighbouring  colonies.  The  late  Govern- 
ment, in  passing  that  Act,  was  not  open  to  the 
chaige  made  against  them  of  infringing  the 
Queen's  prerogative  and  practising  a  kind  of 
fraud  on  the  Legislature.  They  had  merely 
followed  the  precedent  of  New  South  Wales 
and  other  colonies.  As  regards  the  general 
principle,  he  did  not  admit  the  justice  of  the 
attack  made  by  the  Chief  Justice  on  his  col- 
league the  Colonial  Secretary  for  having  ex- 
pressed in  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
views  of  the  Gk>veniment  as  to  the  appointment 
of  a  new  Judge  at  Otago.  If  the  sudden  de- 
velopment of  that  province,  from  the  discovery 
of  rich  goldfields',  should  lead,  as  it  probably 
would,  to  a  great  influx  of  population,  bringing 
with  it  a  proportionate  increase  of  crime  and 
litigation,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  provision  for  such  an  emergency, 
and  to  place  on  the  estimates  the  amount  re- 
quired for  an  additional  Judge.  The  attack 
made  by  the  Chief  Justice  bo£  on  the  late  and 
present  Oovezniaent  of  attempting  to  subvert 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Supremo 
Court  was  quite  groundless.  Th  e  independence 
of  the  Judges  rested  on  their  secure  tenure  of 
office,  a  matter  provided  for  by  "  The  Supreme 
Court  Act,  1858."  No  doubt  the  selection  of 
persons  to  'that  high  office  was  a  matter  of 
grave  importance.  He  (Mr.  Sewell)  assured  the 
Council  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  no- 
thing would  induce  him  to  abuse  any  power 
he  might  have  in  determining  the  choiqe  of  a 
Judge  for  political  or  party  purposes.  There 
need  be  no  apprehension  on  that  score  from  the 
present  Government.  But,  greatly  as  he  re- 
spected the  authority  of  the  English  Judges,  he 
would  not  consent  to  devolve  upon  any  member 
of  that  body  the  irresponsible  right  of  selecting 
persons  for  the  judicial  oJBce.  In  his  opinion 
such  a  power  would  be  more  open  to  abuse  than 
if  the  tight  of  selection  were  exercised  by  per- 
sons responsible  to  the  colony  and  the  Legis- 
lature. He  would  not,  for  himself  or  his  col- 
leagues, voluntarily  surrender  that  light,  which 


had  been  exercised  with  great  advantage  to  the 
colony  by  the  late  Government  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  Judge  Gresson.  Should  a  similar 
occurrence  present  itself,  he  would  not,  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  shrink  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  adopting  a  like  course.  He  thought, 
at  the  same  time,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  it 
might  be  well  for  the  Governor's  Besponsible 
Advisers  to  consult  with  some  Judge  or  Judges 
in  England  or  Ireland  as  to  the  fitness  of  indi- 
viduals to  be  recommended  as  colonial  Judges. 
The  true  rule  had  been  laid  down  clearly  in 
Mr.  Labouchere's  despatch,  and  he  felt  sur- 
prised that  the  Chief  Justice,  after  reading  that 
despatch,  should  have  proposed  a  resolution 
directly  opposed  to  it.  Had  his  Honour  pro- 
posed a  resolution  in  the  very  terms  of  Mr. 
Labouchere's  despatch,  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  would 
have  given  it  his  hearty  support ;  as  it  was,  he 
must  vote  against  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL  regretted  that 
he  must  record  his  vote  against  the  resolutions. 
He  could  not  conceive  how  the  Act  of  1858 
could  have  been  passed ;  but,  as  it  had  been 
passed,  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  would, 
m  his  opinion,  place  the  Council  in  a  false 
position.  It  was  possible  that  the  power  given 
to  Ministers  by  that  Act  might  be  used  as  a 
political  engine,  and  he  would  gladly  support 
one  to  repeal  it;  but  he  thought  the  present 
^posal  was  inconsistent,  and  he  could  not 
give  it  his  support. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  had  not  risen 
before  to  reply  to  the  charges  made  by  the 
Chief  Justice  against  the  Ministry  to  which 
he  had  belonged,  because  he  believed  it  to  be 
improper  for  him  to  do  so  until  the  Govern- 
ment had  had  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
statement ;  and  he  wisned  to  hear  the  views  of 
legal  members  of  that  Council  on  the  subject ; 
and  because  he  had  really  very  little  to  say  on 
the  matter,  the  question  having  come  before 
him  very  superficially.  He  would,  however, 
mention  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Gresson  was  made  under  the  Act  of  1868,  and 
therefore  was  not  temporary,  but,  ais  far  as  the 
Government  was  concerned,  was  intended  to 
be  permanent.  The  mode  of  proceeding  pointed 
at  Dy  the  resolutions  was  impracticable,  and 
tended  to  bar  the  Governor  from  taldng  ad- 
vajitage  of  talent  that  might  be  in  the  colony, 
and  which  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  make 
use  of,  whilst  its  existence  was  unknown  to  the 
Judges  at  Westminster.  No  doubt  mistakes 
had  occurred  in  the  matter  of  appointments; 
and  it  was  most  difficult  to  create  machinery 
which  should  be  always  found  correct.  He  did 
not  shEure  the  doubts  of  the  Attorney-General : 
the  Council  might  pass  these  resolutions  con- 
sistently with  the  Act  of  1858,  as  they  only  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  it  was  desirable  a  Judge 
at  Westminster  should  advise  in  an  appoint- 
ment. They  did  not  make  it  incumbent  on  the 
Governor  to  take  his  advice,  although,  if  he 
refused  it,  the  responsibility  would  rest  with 
him;  yet  he  thought  the  Governor  would  be 
justified  in  appointing  a  Judge  without  le- 
fening  to  him.    He  would  support  the  motion* 
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The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  GIBBES  was  glad 
the  matter  had  been  thus  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  for  he  was  certain 
that  the  independence  of  the  Bench  was  tiie 
best  security  for  the  liberties  of  all.  He  could 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell  in  the 
surprise  he  had  expressed  ;  but  ho  would  state 
that  members  of  the  Council  who  were  not  of 
the  legal  profession  were  unwilling  at  the  time 
the  Act  was  passed  to  interfere  in  legal  matters. 
He  did  not  impute  political  corruption  to  the 
late  or  to  the  present  Ministry;  hut  cases  of- 
abuse  of  political  patronage  might  possibly 
occur,  as  in  a  neighbouring  colony,  where  an 
Attorney-General  was  appointed  who  was  not 
even  a  member  of  the  Bar;  and  it  was  their 
duty  io  guard  against  them.  He  would  vote 
for  the  resolutions. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  replied  very 
shortly,  explaining  that  in  framing  the  resolu- 
tions it  had  been  his  object  to  steer  clear  of  the 
very  objections  now  raised  ;  but  any  ambiguity 
in  them  might  be  removed- by  a  mere  alteration 
of  their  phraseology.  All  that  the  resolutions 
proposed  was  that  it  was  expedient  that  a  Judge 
in  England  might  be  invited  to  select ;  but  he 
was  not  compelled  to  act.  If,  however,  the 
Crown  chose  to  leave  the  appointment  in  the 
hands  of  the  Responsible  Ministry,  he  wyuld 
cease  to  have  any  interest  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  he  would  not  allow  his  eyes  to 
slumber,  nor  the  temples  of  his  head  to  take 
•any  rest,  until  he  had  moved  every  t)ower  of 
appeal  to  the  Government  at  Home  to  exorcise 
a  control  over  the  Governor  of  the  colony  in 
the  matter.  The  time  was  not  yet  ripe  for  the 
selection  of  Judges  from  the  Bar  of  the  colony, 
which  was  too  scantily  supplied.  The  case 
here  was  not  the  same  as  in  the  other  Aus- 
tralian Colonies ;  but  he  believed  that,  if  blessed 
with  life  for  ten  years,  he  should  see  such  an 
improved  state  of  the  Bar  as  would  justify 
selection  from  it  of  men  for  the  highest  judicial 
o£Sce8.  He  subsequently  put  the  resolutions 
in  the  following  form:  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Council,  it  is  expedient  that  m  the 
selection  and  appointment  of  any  future  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  not  appointed  under  the 

g revision  of  the  7th  section  of  "  The  Supreme 
ourt  Judges  Act,  1858,"  the  principle  of  the 
resolution  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  in  1856  be  adhered  to,  and  that 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require, 
some  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  superior  Courts 
in  England  be  invited  to  recommend  a  fit  and 
proper  person  for  such  appointment.  That 
a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  praying  him  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  towards  efiecting  the  above- 
named  objects. 
Motion  agreed  to.  . 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Pensioners'  Claims  Bill,  Balneavis  Remission 
Bill,  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Bill, 
Intestate  Kativos  Succession  Bill,  Standing 
Orders  for  Private  Bills  Bill,  Diseased  Cattle 
BUI. 


THIRD  READING. 

Registration  of  Electors  Act  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  13th  August,  1861. 

Plcton  RallwayBill— Newspaper  Beports— FinitB««d- 
ing — Leave  of  Absence — Arms  Act  Contuiu&noa 
Bill — Otayo  and  Boutbland  Public  Debt  Appor- 
tionment Bill  — Auckland  Immi^mtion  Certifi- 
eate  Bill— Auckland  Representation  Bill— Intes- 
tate Natives  Buccession  Bill— Supply— Provind*) 
Audit  Bill  (No.  2)— Standing  Orders  lor  PriTale 
Bills  Bill— Diseased  Cattle  Bill— Supply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Praters. 

PICTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Picton  Railway  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and    reported   to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

NEWSPAPER  REPORTS. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  before  the  House  pro- 
cceded  to  the  other  business  on  the  Order 
Paper,  he  wished  to  draw  their  attention  to 
very  serious  errors  in  the  reports  of  the  Neic- 
Zealander.  The  general  correctness  of  tlu 
reports  in  the  Kew-Zealander  they  must  all 
gratefully  acknowledge,  and  great  credit  vu 
due  to  the  reporting  staff  on  that  paper  for  the 
caro  and  trouble  that  had  been  taken  by  them 
to  give  correct  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  ;  but  he  must  take  exception  to  the  last 
two  or  three  publications,  which  had  been  ai 
remarkable  for  their  incorrectness  as  the  pre- 
vious publications  were  for  their  correctness. 
He  more  especially  alluded  to  the  New-Ztor 
lander  of  last  Saturday,  the  10th,  in  whicb 
several  important  mistakes  had  be6n  made. 
He  did  so  more  particularly  as  in  their  lead- 
ing article  of  that  day  the  attention  of  the 
public  was  called  to  the  reports  of  the  debates 
on  a  certain  Bill  as  evidencing  a  change  oi 
opinion  on  the  part  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bers, those  reports  being  as  incorrect  as  if  they 
had  been  made  so  on  purpose.  He  did  not  say 
that  this  hiad  been  done  on  purpose,  but  be 
noticed  the  fact  simply  because  public  atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  those  reports  in  the 
leading  article;  and  certainly  the  reports  of 
the  debates,  as  given  in  the  publication  in 
question,  did  support  the  statement  in  the 
leading  article  that  there  had  been  considerable 
changes  of  opinion  on  the  port  of  himself  and 
others.  In  the  first  place,  he  found  that  a  very 
long  and  able  speech  made  by  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Feather- 
ston)  had  been  divided  between  himself  and 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 
Now,  he  had  no  desire — and  he  thought  he 
might  also  speak  foi:  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  NeW  Plymouth — to  take  credit  for 
the  speeches  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington;  and  more  especially  as,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  that  honourable  gentle- 
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man  spoke  in  oppoeition  to  their  sentiments, 
he  h&Ting  made  a  long  attack  on  the  Superin- 
tendent and  the  Provincial  Qovemment  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  besides  touching  on  other  mat- 
ters in  whioh  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  concur. 
He  tiierefore  protested  against  the  attention  o{ 
the  public  being  called  to  this  misreport  as 
eridance  of  any  change  in  his  opinions  in  re- 
gard to  the  New  Provinces  Act.  In  addition  to 
that,  the  reports  with  reference  to  the  division 
were  as  inaccurate  as  it  was  possible  to  make 
them.  He  was  made  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  Ihe  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot,  which  he  had  supported ;  and  other 
honoorable  members  also  complained  of  being 
made  to  vote  in  a  contrary  way  to  that  in 
which  they  actually  voted.  The  fact  was,  the 
report  was  laversed.  What  was  stated  to  be  a 
division  npon  a  particular  amendment  was  not 
any  snch  division.  He  had  been  represented 
in  the  report  as  voting  for  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Omata  on  the  Bill 
{or  the  repeal  of  certain  clauses  of  the  New 
Provinces  Act,  against  which  he  hdd  given  his 
voice,  the  real  fact  being  that  that  amendment 
never  went  to  a  division  at  all,  but  was  nega- 
tived upon  the  voices.  The  three  divisions  on 
Uie  New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  were 
all  wrongly  reported,  the  first  division  being 
taken  on  the  motion,  "That  the  Bill  be  now 
tecbd  a  second  time,"  which  wsis  negatived  by 
S6  to  21,  he  having  voted  in  the  majority, 
*lthoagh  this  division  was  given  in  the  New- 
Ztalander  as  having  been  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot. 
In  addition  to  that,  the  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Ck>vemment  had  also  reason 
to  complain  of  an  incorrect  report  on  a  most 
important  matter  on  which  he  (Mr.  Stafiord) 
had  pat  a  question  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— in  regard  to  the  Loan  Act  of  last  session. 
He  understood  the  Colonial  Secretary's  answer 
to  be  directly  opposite  to  what  was  reported  as 
his  reply  to  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
Union  Bank  of  Austrsblia  was  to  take  up  the 
unsubscribed  balance  of  the  loan  of  £150,000 
under  the  Act  of  1860. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  thought  that  that  was  so 
important  a  misreport  that  he  had  sent  a  cor- 
rected report  of  his  answer  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  question  to  the  New-Zealattder ; 
but  it  had  not  yet  appeared. 

Hr.  STAFFORD  remarked  that  no  publica- 
tion had  since  taken  plaQe.  But  the  errors 
were  not  confined  to  the  New  Provinces  Act, 
for  upon  the  Audit  Bill  he  was  made  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbcrt),  against  which  he 
had  voted.  These  were  four  occasions  of  more 
than  ordinary  importance  on  which  both  him- 
seU  and  friends  were  made  to  vote  exactly  con- 
trary to  the  vvay  in  which  they  did  vote.  He 
might  also  mention  that  he  found  on  one  or 
two  occasions  lately  that  the  speech  of  one 
honourable  gentleman  alone  was  given,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  debate  thus  summarized : 
"  Six  or  seven  honourable  members  also  spoke 
upon  the  question,"  without  giving  which  way 
they  had  tpoken..  He  knew  it  was  impossible 


to  give  at  length  every  debate  that  took  place 
in  the  House ;  but  he  submitted  that  when  one 
speech  was  given  other  speeches  in  reply  should 
also  be  reported ;  and  he  suggested  that  for  the 
future  it  would  be  better  to  omit  all  rather  than 
insert  one  speech  only  and  omit  the  rest. 
Either  omit  all  or  insert  all. 

PIBST  READING. 
.   Public  Debt  Apportionmeiit  Act  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  MoGlashan,  Mr.  Kettle,  Captain  Fraser, 
and  Mr.  Eyes  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  reported 
to  the  House  with  amendment,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  made  an  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  Ap- 
portionment Bill  was  recommitted,  further 
considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  report  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Auckland  Immigration  Certifi- 
cate Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL, 
^e  Auckland  Representation  Bill  was  re- 
committed, further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendment,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the   Intestate   Natives  Succession 
Bill  was  adopted  by  tho  House,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  tmie  and  passei^. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  passed  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  Souse 
and  agreed  to. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Pro* 
vincial  Audit  BUI  (No.  2). 

IN  COMMI'TTKB. 

Clause  14.— If  money  is  expended  on  the  pub- 
lic service  without  authority,  how  the  Auditor 
is  to  proceed ;  and  no  prosecution  to  be  com- 
menced against  a  person  so  spending  publio 
money  without  the  authority  of  a  resolntioo 
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passed  by  an  absolute  nuljotity  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Comicil. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  as  as  amendment,  To  omit 
the  woids  "  an  absolute  majority,"  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "not  less  than 
two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of  members." 
Mr.  WELD  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  fact  before  the  amendment 
was  put. '  He  did  not  deny  that  it  was  right  to 
render  the  possibility  of  a  prosecution  being 
instituted  against  a  Superintendent  by  a  fac- 
tion as  difficult  as  possible  ;  but  ho  thought  the 
Superintendents  possessed  very  considerable 
advantage  over  their  Councils  already,  and  if 
they  passed  the  clause  with  the  amendment  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  defeat  the  objects  of  the 
Bill.  At  present,  in  almost  every  Provincial 
Council  there  were  four  or  five  members  who, 
from  holding  offices  of  emolument  of  some 
sort,  or  irora  being  contractors,  were  absolutely 
bound  to  the  Executive ;  and  the  action  of  these 
'  men  at  all  times  must  render  the  procuring  of 
majorities  against  Superintendente  most  diffi- 
cult.      

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  Bill.  No  contractor  in  the  Province  of 
Wellington  could  hold  a  scat  in  the  Provincial 
Counou  without  first  having  gone  through  the 
ordeal  of  an  election.  The  amendment  would 
make  the  Bill  a  little  less  objectionable. 
Mr.  COLEKSO  supported  the  amendment. 
Mr.  DOMETT  also  supported  the  amend- 
ment. His  experience  of  contractors  in  the 
Province  of  Nelson  was  that  they  were  all  most 
consistent  opponents  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  CURTIS  thought  difierently.  On  one 
occasion  he  found  that  all  the  carpenters  in  the 
Provincial  Council  of  Nelson  had  \oted  with 
the  Government.  This  we^s  so  remarkable  a 
case  that  on  looking  at  it  ho  could  only  ac- 
count for  it  from  the  fact  that  a  short  time 
previously  it  had  been  resolved  to  erect  exten- 
sive buildings.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DOMETT  was  not  aware  of  any  car- 
penters being,  in  the  Nelson  Provincial  Council, 
and  did  not  know  the  circumstance  to  which 
allusion  had  been  made. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  all  the  builders  and  timber -merchants 
in  Nelson  as  well  as  he  did ;  and  the  ocoasion 
must  suggest  itself^  his  recollection.  If  two- 
thirds  of  a  Council  were  required.the  Bill  would 
be  inoperative  in  Wellington,  where,  since  the 
last  election,  nearly  all  the  members  would  vote 
with  the  Superintendent. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  believed  fully  one-third 
of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Canterbury  were, 
either  personally  or  through  their  friends,  in 
some  way  connected  with  the  Government. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment  would  be,  there- 
fore, to  render  the  Bill  inoperative  so  far  as 
that  province  was  concerned. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  behoved  that  the  BiU 
was  not  too  stringent.  He  had  carefully  con- 
sidered what  would  suit  the  circumstances  of 
the  Province  of  Canterbury,  with  which  he  was 
connected ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought  it 


might  not  be  best  to  put  too  tight  a  restristioa 
on  the  Superintendents  generally.  He  knev 
that  the  mere  fact  of  the  Comicil  possessing  Uu 
power  in  his  province  to  check  the  ezpenditms 
of  public  money  would  have  the  efiect  of 
setting  everything  right  there.  With  r^ud  to 
the  contractors  under  the  Provincial  Oovem- 
ment,  of  which  he  vtaa.  one,  it  did  not  folio* 
that  therefore  they 'would  give  an  unqualified 
support  to'  the  Provincial  Government.  Ha 
supported  the  Executive  consistently,  bat  it 
was  from  other  feelings  than  the  hope  of  gsin; 
and  he  thought  it  was  better  to  think  well  of 
human  nature  than  to  think  ill  of  it.  Then 
were  only  seven  oat  of  the  twenty-three  mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Canterbury 
who  were  in  any  way  connected  with  the  loesl 
(Government,  the  remainder  being  as  indepen- 
dent as  men  could  possibly  be.  He  would  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FOX  said  his  desire  was  to  prevent  tha 
law  being  put  in  force  by  a  factious  majoiitf 
of  one,  which  was  by  no  means  an  unososl 
majority  in  other  assemblies  than  Provinci^ 
Councils.  When  a  majority  of  two-thirdi  wu 
required  it  would  be  a  guarantee  that  any 
action  taken  under  the  Act  was  not  the  result 
of  party  feeling.  If  the  clause  was  allowed  to 
remain  aa  at  present  they  might  rest  assored 
that  some  meeuiB  would  be  devised  befarehand 
by  Superintendents  to  defeat  its  operation. 

Mr.  COLENSO  remarked  that  no  oootractor 
had  ever  been  elected  to  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Hawke's  Bay,  and  the  people  had  the  most 
perfect  confidence  in  the  Superintendent. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  it  would  be  difficult  kt 
any  time  to  get  two-thirds  of  a  Provincial 
Council  together.  In  a  Council  not  far  from 
where  they  sat  the  members  of  the  Govsm- 
ment  had  frequently  to  run  about  trying  to 
form  a  quorum.  He  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The   Committee   divided  on  the   qneBtion, 
"  That  Uie  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  ia 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
Ama,  18. 
Cookson  O'Rorke  Weld 

Creyke  Renall  Wells 

Curtis  Richmond,  A.  J.White 

Firth  Richmond,  3.  C.Wilson. 

Mason  Russell  Teller. 

Nixon  Stafford  Jollie.' 

O'Neill 

Nobs,  14. 


Atkinson 

Fitzherbert 

Ormond 

Bell 

Fox 

Taylor,  W.  W 

Butler 

HaU 

Ward. 

Colenso 

Harrison 

Teller. 

Domett 

Mantell 

Wood. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  the 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  be  recommitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-moxrow, 
in  order  to  consider  clauses  8,  8,  and  14  thereof. 

Motion  negatived. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  reported  on  a  f  utoie  day. 
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Abduction. 


2d9 


STANDING   ORDEBS  FOB  PBIVATE 
BUiIiS  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoose  on  the  Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills 
Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill  was  adopted 
hj  (h^  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
(Dd  passed. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

EH  ooMmrrEE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS,  it  was  re- 
IQlred,  That  a  respectful  address  he  presented 
to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  vote  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing £900  for  the  erection  of  a  beacon  on  the 
teef  of  the  French  Pass  in  the  Province  of 
Nelson,  such  erection  being  desirable  for  the 
safety  of  steamers  and  vessels  using  that  Pass. 

Oistnet  Courts,  £800. 

Betolvtd,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £800  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs  and 
charges  of  the  District  Courts  for  the  year 
1861-6S. 

Beddent  Magistrate,  Auckland,  £600. 

Mr.  CNEILIj  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
TbtX  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency, 
lequeeting  him  to  recommend  to  the  House  to 
vote  the  sum  of  £60  as  an  addition  to  the  salary 
of  the  Beodent  Magistrate  of  Anoldand. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Cleil,  Akaroa,  £76. 

Amendment  proposed:  That  this  item  be 
omitted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  Contingencies,  £26,  sigreed  to. 

Inveroatgill  and  Riverton — Resident  Magis- 
trate, £2C0 ;  contingencies,  £20. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  first  item  be  amended  by  adding 
the  letter  "s"  to  the  word  "Magistrate."  • 

fiMoIoM2,That  a  sum  not  exceeding £11,278  5s. 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs 
and  charge*  of  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts. 

Progress  reported,   and  leave   given   to  sit 


The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  five  o'clock 
pjn. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  14th  Augutt,  1861. 


Ploton  BaUway  BUI— Abduction  — Case  of  Mr. 
Hooker- Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill— 
Leave  of  Absence— Pablio  Expenditure  Control 
nil  (No.  St— Land  Claims  Settlement  Extension 
Bill  — Public  Debt  Apportionment  Act  1856 
Amendment  Bill— Amu  Act  Continuance  Bill— 
Otigo  and  Southland  Public  Debt  Apmrtlon- 
maat  Bni— Auckland  Bepreeentation  Bill-Land 
Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill. 


*  ^e  Journals  of  the  House  do  not  state  whether 
tUs  tmendment  was  (greed  to  or  not. 
1861— X 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chaii  at  Ats  o'olook. 
Pbatebs, 

PICTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  moved  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Picton  Railway  BUI. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  vrished, 
before  the  Bill  was  passed,  to  hear  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  how  far  the  House  was  pledged  to 
the  whole  scheme  and  the  loan  by  assenting 
to  this  Bill ;  because,  if  they  were  expressing 
an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  loan  of  £60,000, 
the  evidence  before  the  House  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  justify  the  raising  of  it. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that,  in  the  advioe  they 
would  give  the  Oovemor  aa  to  the  Loan  Act, 
the  Government  would  not  be  in  the  slightest 
degree  bound  by  What  passed  in  this  House 
with  respect  to  the  Railway  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time  wad  passed. 

ABDUCTION. 

Mr.  CARLETON  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  had  received  any  in- 
formation concerning  an  alleged  outrage  at 
the  Kerikeri,  in  the  Bay  of  Islaoads  District,  by 
a  party  of  Natives,  who  are  stated  to  have 
carried  away  from  a  white  settler  his  Native 
wife  and  half-caste  child ;  and,  if  so,  what  course 
the  Government  intended  to  pursue  ?  It  vras 
possible  there  might  have  been  a  grievance  on 
the  Native  side,  but  he  simply  wished  to  know 
what  course  the  Government  would  pursue,  the 
Natives  having  taken  the  law  into  their  own 
hands. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  was  not  able  im- 
mediately to  answer  the  question ;  but,  if  the 
honourable  member  would  postpone  it,  he  (Mi. 
Mantell),  when  he  had  received  another  docu- 
ment connected  with  the  case,  would  endea- 
vour to  give  as  clear  an  answer  as  possible. 

CASE  OP  MR.  HOOKER. 

Mr.  CARLETON  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  the  Government  had  received 
any  information  concerning  the  alleged  issue 
of  a  summons  to  Mr.  Hooker,  of  the  Tarairi, 
in  the  Bay  of  Islands  District,  and  the  infliction 
of  a  fine  by  a  settler  in  that  .district  who  was 
not  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace ;  and,  if 
so,  what  course  the  Government  intended  to 
pursue? 

Mr.  FOX  said  no  complaint  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Hooker,  but  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a 
person  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  District  was  acting 
as  a  Magistrate  and  inflicting  fines  without 
being  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  So 
soon  as  that  circumstance  became  known,  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
Attorney-General,  who  would  take  steps  to 
prosecute  a  searching  inquiry. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  BUI  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  certain 
animals  tmd  birds  within  the  Colony  of  New 
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Animalt  BiU. 


[Atre.  11 


Zealand.  He  explained  the  objects  of  the 
measure.  BUs  object  was  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  those  animals  and  birds,  not  na- 
tives of  New  Zealand,  which  would  contribute 
to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  inhabitants 
when  they  became  acclimatized  and  were 
spread  over  the  country  in  sufficient  numbers. 
Many  birds  and  animals  had  been  imported,  at 
great  expense  and  trouble,  and  others  were  on 
their  way ;  but  it  was  evident  that  if  these  birds 
and  a.tiini«.lii  were  not  protected  for  some  years 
they  would  be  speedily  extirpated,  and  all  the 
anxiety  and  expense  of  the  enterprising  im- 
porters would  be  in  vain.  He  proposed,  there- 
fore, to«|>ass  a  measure  providmg  against  the 
destruction  of  some  birds  in  the  breeding 
season,  and  to  prohibit  others  from  being 
toucheid  at  all  for  some  years,  until  they  should 
have  token  such  a  hold  -in  the  country  as  to 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  entirely  de- 
stroyed. He  proposed  that  pheasants  should 
come  under  the  first  clause,  which  prohibited 
birds  being  killed  during  the  breeding  season. 
If  that  course  were  adopted  there  would  be  no 
du>ger,  in  two  or  three  years,  of  the  pheasants 
being  exterminated,  which  would  most  likely 
be  the  case  if  they  allowed  the  present  whole- 
sale destmction  of  these  birds  to  proceed.  He 
happened  lately  to  see  five  dead  hen  pheasants 
Iving  in  one  bay  near  Auckland^  That  showed 
the  necessity  there  was  that  some  protective 
enactment  should  be  passed,  at  least  for  a  few 
years.  The  second  provision  of  the  Bill  was 
intended  to  prevent  certain  animals  and  birds 
being  touched  at  all  for  some  time.  This  also 
would  be  necessary,  if  they  wished  to  see  about 
them  in  this  country  those  birds  and  animals 
to  which  they  hod  been  accustomed  in  the 
Old  Country,  although  it  would  also  ex- 
tend to  animals  indigenous  to  this  country. 
He  had  ordered  specimens  of  animals  and 
birds  when  lately  in  England,  and  these  might 
be  expected  in  about  two  months.  There  was 
a  provision  in  the  Bill  enabling  the  Governor 
and  Superintendents  of  provinces  to  extend 
its  provisions  to  other  animals  and  birds  than 
those  named  in  the  schedule.  This  Bill  was 
not  unusual.  A  similar  measure  was  in  exist- 
ence in  Great  Britain,  Canada,  the  Mauritius, 
Nova  Scotia,  and,  he  had  been  told,  also  in 
Tasmania.  An  Act  of  a  similar  nature  had 
been  passed  by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Nel- 
son; and  the  pheasants  in  that  province  hod 
very  much  increased  lately. 

Mr.  HARBISON  seconded  the  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  BiU. 

BiU  introduced. 

Mr.  FOX  had  great  pileasure  in  giving  his 
cordial  support  to  the  objects  of  the  BiU ;  but 
he  here  expressed  the  hope  that  no  person, 
either  in  or  outside  of  the  House,  would  con- 
found this  BiU  with  the  statutes  known  as  the 
game-laws.  He  would  be  sorry  to  see  the 
game-laws  introduced  into  this  country,  which 
gave  certain  classes  the  power  to  inflict  penal- 
ties on  others  for  kiUing  birds  and  ammals, 
simply  because  they  were  not  in  the  same 
position  in  life  as  themselves.  StUl  it  was  a 
most  laudable  object  to  protect  those  animalB 
Mr.  Stafford 


and  birds  bnraght  into  this  coontiy,  vrtddi 
would  contribute  in  a  few  years  very  mock 
to  the  profit  and  plegasure  of  such  of  the  people 
as  chose  to  resort  to  field  sports.  He  b^em 
the  reason  why  pigs  were  so  plentiful  in  this 
country  was  ovring  to  a  similar  law  among  the 
Maoris.  He  had  been  told  that  when  Captsjn 
Cook  introduced  the  pigs  into  New  Zealand 
they  were  iapu  for  several  years,  and  the  recott 
was  that  the  multiplication  of  these  oniTnalt 
had  contributed  very  much  to  the  we^th  and 
comfort  of  the  settlers.  He  trusted  the  Bill  at 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  prodnotirc 
of  equally  good  results. 

Mr.  COLENSO  approved  of  the  Bill.  Ht 
often  wondered  why  it  was  the  provincial  au- 
thorities of  Auckland  took  no  steps  to  protect 
the  imported  birds  in  the  province,  which  wen 
now  being  indiscriminately  slaoghtereid.  .Ha 
hod  been  Ted  to  these  reflections  by  being  tcM 
by  the  master  of  a  coasting  verael  in  which  be 
came  to  Auckland'  that  ha  saw  seventeea 
pheasants  shot  here  in  one  day.  He  beliend, 
also,  that  the  only  pair  of  partridges  brought  to 
the  country  hod  flown  across  from  the  island 
on  which  they  were  placed  to  the  FlagstaS 
HiU,  on  the  North  Shore,  and  were  there  shot. 
At  the  same  time,  he  hoped  the  game-laws 
would  never  be  introduced  into  New  Zeaiasd. 
He  had  read  with  regret  the  report  of  the  first 
conviction  under  the  Qexao  Act  in  Victona, 
where  a  poor  man  was  mercUessly  fined  £S,  it 
being  his  first  o&ence,  for  shooting  a  bronie- 
winged  pigeon,  although  those  birds  wen 
plentiful  in  many  of  the  Australian  CSoloniet. 
The  poor  man  had  shot  the  bird  in  qneetion  fat 
support.  That  was  a  state  of  things  wbiBb. 
never  should  be  brought  abont  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  agreed  with  honooraUs 
gentlemen  that  it  was  not  right  to  enact  game- 
laws  for  New  Zealand.  He  was  as  much  op- 
posed  to  the  exclusive  rights  guaranteed  under 
the  game-laws  as  any  honourable  member 
in  the  House ;  but  this  measure  had  nothing 
in  common  vrith  them.  It  did  not  provide 
that  a  Ucense  to  kUl  certain  birds  and  «».Ti<in^« 
should  be  obtained,  and  was  only  intended 
to  operate  for  a  limited  number  of  yeazi, 
during  which  the  imported  birds  and  a.Tiim»]« 
would  have  time  to  increase,  so  aa  to  remove 
any  fears  that  they  might  be  extirpated.  Be- 
sides, there  were  many  birds  included  in  this 
BUI  which  were  not  considered  as  gome  in 
countries  where  game-laws  existed.  It  in- 
cluded rooks,  blackbirds,  thrushes,  starlings, 
linnets,  larks,  sparrows,  goldfinches,  and  several 
other  birds,  which  would  contribute  greatly  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  settlers  in  New  Zealand, 
and  help  to  keep  up  those  associations  with  the 
Old  Country  which  it  was  desirable  should  be' 
maintained.  He  would  move,  That  it  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Friday. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  would  lUce  to  know 
how  this  BiU  would  affect  the  Nelson  provin- 
cial BiU. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  that  was  a  question  of 
law  which  he  could  not  answer ;  'bat  a  olaoas 
might  be  inserted  which  would  allow  the  Nelson 
provincial  BiU  to  have  its  legal  foro*.    Wlwtbat 
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HbtA  ma  neceasanr  oi  not  he  did  not  know. 
But  he  thonght  the  penalties  imposed  nnder 
(he  Neban  provincial  Act  were  excessive,  the 
minimntw  fine  being  £5  and  the  meoimTun  £60 
for  destroying  birds  and  animals.  He  only 
contemplated  imposing  a  penalty  of  not  less 
than  £2  and  not  more  than  £20  for  destroying 
male  birds  and  animals,  and  not  less  than 
double  tiiese  penalties  for  killing  female  birds 
or  animals.  This  only  applied  to  pheasants  in 
the  breeding  season. 

Bin  read  a  fint  time. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Lesve  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Rhodes 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE  CONTROL  BILL 
(No.  2). 
Mi.  C.  W.  RICHMOND,  in  moving  for  leave 
to  bnng  in  a  Bill  to  control  the  expenditare  of 
public  money  without  the  anthority  of  law, 
said  it  was  simply  a  Bill  which  made  more 
elaborate  provision  for  the  same  object  as  the 
Pablic  Expenditure  Control  Bill  already  before 
(he  Honse.  The  prmoiple  of  both  was  the 
esisblishment  in  this  colony  of  something 
snalo^ns  to  the  English  Exchequer,  the 
principle  of  which  was  the  separation  of  the 
custody  of  the  public  money  nom  the  func- 
tion of  payment,  the  Exchequer  receiving  the 
money  and  h^nfliTig  it  over  oom  time  to  time 
to  (he  Treasory,  but  so  handing  it  over  only 
under  the  wamuat  of  Acts  of  Appropriation 
passed  by  the  Parliament.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment really  placed  the  key  of  the  public  chest 
in  the  haiids  of  the  Legislature,  which  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  oase  in  this  colony,  where 
the  custody  of  both  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated funds  was  alike  at  the  disposal  of 
(he  Executive  Oovemments.  One  practical 
diffieolty  in  the  way  of  adopting  the  English 
practice  was  the  multiplication  of  offices  and 
officers,  which  was  already  a  great  evil  in  this 
small  country.  A  system  exactly  like  the 
English  would  involve  the  appointment  of 
Beoeivers  of  Revenue,  distinct  bom  the  Tiea- 
(orers  and  wholly  independent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  holding  office  by  a  iiinii1«.r 
(enure  to  that  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  England.  Their  functions  would 
not  be  discretionary,  but  simply  to  see  what 
the  law  was,  and  hand  over  to  the  several  Trea- 
surers so  much  as  and  no  more  than  was  appro- 
priated by  law.  This  difficulty  of  the  creating 
of  new  ofBces  he  sought  to  avoid  in  this  way — 
by  obliging  the  Colonial  and  Provincial  Trea- 
loreiB  to  keep  two  accounts,  a  receipt  account 
uid  a  pay  account,  and  the  check  imposed  was 
on  the  transfer  of  moneys  from  one  account  to 
the  other.  Of  course  this  was  less  perfect  than 
a  system  of  distinct  officers,  but  it  was  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  sU  who  sat  in  the  last  General  Assembly 
tut  the  Anditor-General  suggested  the  adoption 
of  the  English  practice ;  the  Audit  Committee 
sgtted  in  that  zecommendationi  and  the  lepoit 
«it  adopted  by  the  House. 


Mr.  WARD. — ^It  was  leoommended  in  a  vary 
modified  form. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  separa- 
tion of  the  functions  of  custody  and  payment 
was  involved  in  any  adoption  of  the  English 
system,  however  modified.  It  would  be  unfor- 
tunate if  they  should  overdo  the  thing  in  this 
their  first  attempt  at  legislation  on  the  subject, 
and  he  wished,  in  the  first  instance,  to  leave 
the  Governments  loose  enough,  because  ha 
was  certain  they  would  be  otherwise  met  with 
the  application  of  the  old  meoim — "  Salm 
vopuli,  tuprema  lex,"  and  their  penalties  would 
be  utterly  set  at  defiance  if  made  unreasonably 
tight.  He  therefore  only  desired  to  see  a  seoaU 
step  in  advance;  they  might  become  more 
strict  in  future  years.  He  did  not  wish  to  sea 
separate  pay  departments  set  up,  but  to  hav« 
a  single  oepartment — the  Treasurer,  with  his 
Sub-Treasurers;  and  also  for  the  Piovineial 
Governments  one  pay  department  aa  at  pre- 
sent. Hereafter  they  might  separate  the  pay 
departments,  and  issue  to  each  of  them  the 
supplies  allotted  to  it,  and  so  prevent  them 
from  shifting  the  balances  from  one  to  another. 
The  present  Bill  merely  provided  for  keeping 
two  accounts,  a  receipt  account  and  a  pay 
accotmt,  both  by  General  and  Provincial  Trea- 
surers, and  for  preventing  the  transference  of 
money  from  the  receipt  to  the  pay  account 
without  the  certificate  of  the  Auditor  that  the 
money  so  transferred  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  particular  service.  He  would  ask  the  leava 
of  the  House,  if  necessary,  to  amend  the  title 
as  follows :  "  An  Act  to  restrain  the  Expendi- 
ture of  Pablic  Money  without  Legal  Appropriik- 
tion." 

Mr.  FOX  asked  if  the  honourable  member 
would  drop  the  Control  Bill  if  this  were  oarriad. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  had  not  con- 
ferred with  anybody  on  the  present  Bill,  and  did 
not  know  their  opinions  on  it.  For  his  own 
rait  he  wonld  be  satisfied  to  drop  the  other 
Bill,  which  it  might  be  said  was  a  stricter  Bill 
than  this,  and  might  be  preferred  by  soma 
honourable  members  whose  opinions  went 
beyond  his  own. 

Mr.  FOX.— Oh,  oh. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  aasnied  the  honooi- 
able  member  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  was  a  vary 
moderate  man.  He  should  prefer  to  leave  the 
other  Bill  on  the  Paper  till  this  was  printed 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  House.  It  was  not 
intended  to  be  supplementary  to  the  other,  but 
as  a  substitute. 

Bill  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  ACT  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Mr.  OARLETON  moved.  That  the  Act  to 
amend  "The  Land  Claims  Settlement  Act, 
18S6,"  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
settlement  of  land  claims  be  ordered  to  be  con- 
sidered this  day  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  objected.  The  House 
had  not  had  time  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  proposed  that  this  motion 
should  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  CABLETON  said  no  consideration  need 
be  given  to  the  report,  which  simply  recom- 
mended the  omission  of  certain  words  from  the 
88rd  olanse  of  the  Act  of  1856,  and  also  stated 
that  the  Committee  approved  of  the  principle 
of  allowing  claims  to  go  before  a  jury.  The 
Oommittee  had  found  great  difficulty  in  com- 
ing to  any  agreement  at  all ;  but  at  last  they 
■greed  to  those  two  points,  and  the  understand- 
ing was  that  he  should  be  entitled  to  get  as 
much  more  from  the  House  as  he  could.  The 
session  was  becoming  late,  and  if  sent  to  the 
other  House  too  late  they  would  perhaps  throw 
the  Bill  out  on  that  ground.  He  simply  desired 
to  bring  the  first  clause  before  the  Committee 
and  make  an  explanation,  to  put  honourable 
members  in  possession  of  the  whole  state  of 
things.  He  would  undertake  not  to  force  any- 
thing against  any  honourable  member's  wish. 

Hr.  WILLIAMSON  said  there  was  but  a 
thin  House  to-night,  and  many  honourable 
members  were  absent  who  would  like  to  hear 
the  explanation. 

Mr.  OABLKTON  would  repeat  the  explana- 
tion on  any  successive  number  of  days. 

Mr.  BITSSELL  opposed  the  motioii.  The 
Bill  had  been  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  it  should  be  generally  known  before  they 
went  into  Oommittee  that  the  Select  Commit- 
tee had  done  nothing. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  that  if  the  Committee  in 
one  sense  had  done  nothing,  in  another  sense 
they  had  done  a  great  deal.  Their  report  really 
put  aside  the  Bill  altogether,  except  a  single 
provision.  He  objected  to  go  into  Committee 
now. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  r^^tted  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  entered  into  any  explanation  of 
tiie  grounds  on  which  they  arrived  at  their 
ooncHiBion.  When  the  Bill  was  introduced  his 
understanding  with  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  had  been  simply  to  the  effect 
that  there  was  a  certain  class  of  cases  which, 
in  consequence  of  certain  words  added  in  a 
particular  stage  of  the  Bill  of  18S6,  were  shut 
out  from  being  entertained  in  the  Commis- 
sioner's Court,  and  his  impression  was  that 
theee  alone  ha^  been  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  did  not,  however, 
leel  himself  bound  to  that  narrow  line  of  legis- 
lation, and,  if  there  were  other  cases  which 
ought  to  be  further  inquired  into,  the  House 
might  authorize  such  further  inquiry.  But 
there  was  nothing  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  allow  the  House  to  judge  whether 
there  were  such  cases  or  not.  The  Oovem- 
ment  only  desired  to  see  justice  done ;  but  it 
was  their  duty  to  see  that  the  door  was  not 
opened  to  any  class  of  claims  that  had  not  a 
basis  of  justice.  He  should  have  been  glad  if 
the  Bill  could  be  referred  back  to  the  Select 
Conmittee  to  report  more  at  length  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  FIBTH  said  he  yra/a  not  aware  of  any 
auoh  understanding  as  had  been  referred  to, 
though  he  had  heard  an  expression  from  the 
Chairman  to  the  effect  that  he  should  take 
the  omission  of  the  words  objected  to  from 


clause  33,  being  as  much  as  he  could  then  grt, 
but  should  endeavour  to  get  more  whan  he 
came  to  the  House.  The  Select  Committee 
had  been  about  equally  divided,  and  the  side 
with  which  he  voted  considered,  after  exj^ 
nations  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  Land 
Claims,  that  by  the  legislation  of  1856  the  whtde 
matter  was  settled  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases — perhaps  a  dozen — which  were  excluded 
by  the  insertion  of  a  few  words  in  the  33td 
clause,  which  words  the  Committee  had  agreed 
to  expunge ;  but  they  were  opposed  to  re- 
opening the  whole  question,  as  was  the  inin- 
tion  of  this  Bill.  The  Act  of  1856  had  doos  a 
great  work,  and  healed  up  a  great  many  di 
sores,  and  a  great  many  claimantB  were  satis- 
fied, or  at  least  sUent.  People  were  already 
congratulating  themselves  that  -tbttv  waaU 
get  by  means  of  this  Bill  another  pull  at  tin 
lands  of  the  province.  He  was  oppoeed  ta 
reopening  this  matter  any  farther  than  to 
carry  out  the  primary  intention  of  the  Houe, 
and  he  should  like  the  whole  question  to  be  le 
settled  that  edtei  the  session  thisre  woold  be  sa 
end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  Committee  had 
agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of  l^islating  so  m 
to  allow  a  few  special  oases  of  hardship  to  ba 
reopened,  but  had  been  brought  to  a  deadlock 
by  one  half  of  their  number  being  of  opiniflo 
that  the  old  land  claims  should  all  be  rec^Muad 
and  the  other  part  holding  that  the  questkn 
E^ould  not  be  opened  beyond  the  few  excep- 
tional   cases.    He   had    confined    himself  to 
giving  the  Committee  information  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  question 
of  reopening.    The  Committee  had  wished  him 
to  state  what  the  cases  were  that  required 
special  investigation.    This  he  had  absolutely 
refused  to  do,  and  the  House  could  not  reason- 
ably expect  it  of  him.    The  duty  with  which  lis 
had  been  charged  since  the  passing  of  these 
laws  had  been  of  a  peculiar  character,  and  had 
subjected  him  to  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  the 
entertainment  of  oases  where  his  views  did  not 
agree  with  those  of  the  claimants  as  to  the 
claim  they  had  a  right  to  put  in.    He  ww 
bonnd  to  say  that  on  all  sides  he  had  received 
the  most  cordial  assistance  and  co-operatiao, 
except  in  some  few  cases  in  which  he  had  btesa 
met  in  a  not  very  creditable  spirit.    To  have 
said  what  cases  required  to  be  treated  specially 
would  have  involved  saying  what  cases  ou^t 
not  to  be  treated  specially,  by  doing  which  he 
would  have  subjected  himself  to  be  stoned  in  a 
more  disagreeable  way  than  he  had  been  for 
the  last  two  years.    He  advised  the  House  to 
let  the  question  pass,  and  in  Committee  they 
would  be  told  what  were  the  objects  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and 
what  were  the  intentions  of  those  who  oppoeed 
him.    The  House  would  then  be  in  a  position 
to  decide  what  legislation  ought  to  be  cairied 
into  effect.    It  would  be  useless  to  refer  the 
question  back  to  the  Select  Committee,  for 
what  one  side  proposed  the  other  would  nega- 
tive, and  there  was  not  the  slightest  prospect  of 
their  affording  the  House  amy  farther  infor- 
mation. 
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Mr.  C.  J.  TAYLOR  hoped  the  motion  would 
be'postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  hoped  the  mover  would 
not  press  it  now,  and  the  House,  having  heard 
ibe  explanation,  would  be  better  able  to  come 
to  a  decision  to-morrow.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  every  case  of  great  hardship  would 
be  met  if  these  obnoxions  words  were  taken  out 
of  clause  33. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  he  had  well  known 
that  there  were  many  inveterate  opponents  to 
opening  up  this  question,  and  he  had  known 
trie  pobcy  that  wotild  be  adopted — that  of  de- 
lay. First,  it  bad  been  referred  to  a  Select 
Conimittee;  then  he  had  been  required  to 
show  cases  of  injustice,  tu  if  they  were  not  no- 
torious to  every  one  in  the  province ;  and  now 
a  postponement  was  asked  without  the  slightest 
leason  except  to  put  a  drag  on  the  wheel.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  had  spoken  of  referring  it 
back  to  the  Committee  on  the  ground  of  want- 
ing more  information,  but  the  minutes  of  the 
Committee's  proceedings  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  from  them  the  honourable  member  would 
derive  every  information.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion that  should  have  been  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  at  all,  but  one  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider. It  was  well  understood  that  the  greatest 
impediment  to  a  Bill  was  to  refer  it  to  a  Select 
Committee,  and  he  would  have  opposed  it,  but 
he  knew  it  was  no  nse,  for  the  House,  desiring 
to  save  itself  tronble,  and  taking  for  granted 
that  every  Committee  did  its  duty,  was  al- 
ways ready  to  cast  a  portion  of  its  duty  on  a 
Select  Committee.  The  Committee  appointed 
contained  about  equal  numbers  of  gentlemen 
holding  opposite  views  on  the  subject;  but 
views  on  this  subject  were  so  strong  and  de- 
cided that  there  was  no  hope  of  their  amalga- 
mating, and  he  had  no  hope  that  anything 
would  come  from  referring  it  back  to  the  Select 
Committee.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West  (Mr.  Firth)  argued  that  the 
Suestion  was  settled  ;  but  how  ?  Injustice  had 
een  done  and  the  claimants  crushed.  That 
honourable  member  had  argued  that  those  who 
had  accepted  compensation  should  not  be  al- 
lowed toput  in  any  further  claims. 

Mr.  FutTH  said  be  had  excepted  oases  of 
great  hardship. 

Mr.  CABLETON.— Those  who  had  accepted 
compensation  had  been  the  small  claimants, 
who  could  not  hold  out  against  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  were  obliged  to  take  what  they  could 
get.  Those  who  had  large  claims  and  abun- 
dance of  means  were  enabled  to  fight  the  Go- 
vernment, and  got  the  benefit  of  the  legislation 
of  1866  and  1858.  The  honourable  member 
had  said  the  legislation  of  1856  should  not  be 
interfered  with ;  but  it  had  been  interfered  with 
by  the  legislation  of  1858.  The  House  had 
never  intended  its  Act  to  be  final,  for  the  word 
"  final "  had  been  expressly  struck  out  of  it  by 
the  Legislative  Council.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  had  referred  to  this 
as  being  a  pull  at  Uie  lands  of  the  province ; 
bat  it  was  not.  There  were  now  120,000  acres 
of  land  unjustly  seized  in  the  possession  of  the 
OeneialQoTexm&eut,  oat  of  which  compensatioB 


could  be  made.  When  that  was  sold,  no  donbt 
a  large  sum  would  have  to  be  handed  to  the 
Provincial  Legislature,  but  those  lands  never 
had  in  any  sense  belonged  to  the  province.  He 
trusted  that,  after  the  fair  proposition  he  had 
made,  merely  desiring  to  give  explanation,  and 
undertaking  not  to  press  a  vote  to-night,  all 
opposition  to  the  motion  would  be  withdrawn. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  DEBT  APPORTIONMENT  ACT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Act  1858 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

ARMS  ACT  OONTINUANOB  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Otago  and  Southland  Public 
Debt  Apportionment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the 
House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Auckland  Representation  Bill 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  ACT  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That,  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Land  Claims 
Settlement  Act,  1856,"  and  to  make  further 
Provision  for  the  Settlement  of  Land  Claims, 
Mr.  O'Rorke  do  take  the  chair  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee. 

IB  COmCITTEX. 

It  was  agreed,  That  the  following  words  do 
stand  as  clause  1  of  the  Bill :  ■•  The  Short  Title 
of  this  Act  shall  be  " '  The  Land  Claims  Settle- 
mant  Extension  Act,  1861.' " 

Clause  1  read. 

Motion  made.  That  the  clause  as  read  do 
stand  as  clause  2  of  the  Bill. 

Dfib&tifi  finsnfid 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved,  That  the  Chair- 
man do  now  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayks,  10. 

Atkinson  Monro,  D.         Williamson. 

Colenso  Nixon 

Fitzherbert  O'Neill  Teller. 

Mason  Taylor,  W.  W.  Richmond,  A  J. 
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Nou,  22. 

Bntler 

Graham,  B.       Weld 

Oookson 

HaU                  Wella 

Oreyke 

Jollie                White 

Cutis 

Mantell             Wilson 

Domett 

Oimond             Wood. 

Firth 

Richmond,O.W. 

Pox 

Taylor,  0.  J.             TeUer. 

Orabam,  0 

Ward                Cadeton. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  continued. 

Piogiess 

reported,  and   leave   given  to  sit 

•gain. 

The  Hotue  adjonmed  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 

pjn. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  ISth  Auguit,  1861, 
First  Beadlngs. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfxakkb  took  the  ohaii  at  two 
o'clock. 

FBAtaBS. 

FIBST  BEADIKGS. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill,  Auckland  Bepre- 
sentation  Bill,  Picton  Bailway  Bill. 
The  Oounoil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  REPBESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  ISth  August,  1861. 

Froteotion  and  OompeiuatloD  of  Bettlen— Begistrar- 
(ienaial— Abdnotion  —Private  Qrievanoes— Pro- 
vimeial  Aadit  Bill  (No.  2)— Dlstriot  Oonrta— Leave 
of  Absence— Native  Titles— Law  Practitioners 
Bill— Prorogation- Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  S)— 
Pnblio  Debt  Apportionment  Act  1866  Amend- 
ment Bill.     

Mr.  Sfbaksb  took  the  ohaiz  at  tvrelve  o'clock 

PsiLTSBS. 

PBOTEOTION  AND  COMPENSATION 
OP  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  WELD  put  the  question  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  which  appeared  in  his  name  on  the 
Order  Paper  of  Thursday,  the  25th  July, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Oovemment  to 
propose  that  any  compensation  should  be 
given  to  certain  luidowners  in  the  Wairarapa 
for  injuries  arising  out  of  the  illegal  occupation 
of  their  lands  by  Bawiri,  Piheu»u,  and  other 
Natives  ? 

Mr.  WOOD  stated  that  the  case  referred  to 
seemed,  as  he  understood  it,  to  be  exactly 
parallel  to  that  which  would  be  generally 
known  as  the  Pukekohe  case,  and  was  one  of 
a  class  of  oases  which  must  necessarily  arise 
from  the  system  of  selling  land  before  survey, 
and  of  setting  apart  out  of  lands  recently  pur- 
chased reserves  for  Native  purposes,  without 
defining  them  on  the  ground.  It  appeared 
that  a  Mr.  Hoddei  and  otheia  had,  in  we  usual 


way,  purchased  land  in  the  Provinoe  of  Wei- 
lii^fton,  and  had  bond  fids  occupied  whai  Hmj 
believed  to  be  the  Isolds  so  purchased.  It, 
however,  turned  out  that  they  had  actnaUy 
located  themselves  on  a  Native  reserve,  and 
by  so  doing  they  had  subjected  themselves  to 
great  loss  and  mconvenience.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  purchase  the  reserve  in  question,  at 
to  come  to  any  other  arrangement  than  to 
secure  the  reserve  to  the  Ns^ves.  No  btolt 
whatever  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  Ean>- 
peans,  who  had  by  mistake  only  occupied  the 
reserve,  the  boundaries  of  which  had  not  been 
defined  on  the  ground  at  the  time  they  mads 
their  purchase.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefon, 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Oovemment  to  make  in- 
quiry as  to  the  extent  of  the  losses  incurred  bj 
Mr.  Hodder  and  others,  and  to  make  somt 
arrangement  for  compensating  them. 

Mr.  WELD  said  Mr.  Wardell  had  made  ia- 
quiry  as  to  the  extent  of  those  losses,  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Government  wonU 
carry  out  Mr.  Wardell 's  report. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  Mr.  Wardell's  report  wu 
not  vrith  the  other  papers  coimeoted  vrith  tMi 
subject,  nor  had  he  seen  it;  he  would,  hor- 
ever,  make  inquiry  vrith  respect  to  that  report, 
and  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  cm  a 
future  day  what  course  the  Government  vroold 
adopt  witili  reference  to  it. 

REGISTBAR-QENEBAL. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial  Secretaiy, 
Whether  the  office  of  Begistru-General,  ond« 
the  Land  Begistry  Act,  is  now  vacant ;  if  not, 
the  name  of  the  gentleman  holding  the  office, 
and  the  salary  which  the  Government  propose 
to  p^  him?  The  honourable  member  ob- 
served that  this  office  had  been  filled  fay  the 
honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Sewell,  who  had 
probably  vacated  it  to  become  Attorney-General 
of  the  colony ;  he  had  seen  this  latter  notified, 
but  he  had  looked  in  vain  for  any  notificatioa 
of  his  resignation  of  the  other  office. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  had 
intended  to  resign  the  Begistrarship  the  momeDt 
he  accepted  the  office  of  Attorney-General,  bat, 
there  being  some  operations  in  the  course  of 
execution  which  niade  it  desirable  that  the 
office  should  not  be  left  vacant,  it  was  arranged 
that  that  gentleman  shotild  hold  the  office  till 
a  successor  should  be  appointed ;  but  he  had 
received  and  would  receive  no  salary  as  Begis- 
trar  since  be  became  a  member  of  die  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  intended  to  carry  out 
the  system — as  soon  as  they  could  find  a  fit 
successor  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  as  Registrar 
— in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  specified  in 
the  resolution  of  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  given 
notice. 

ABDUCTION. 
Mr.  MANTELL  stated  that,  after  a  cMefnl 
study  of  the  documents  in  this  case,  he  thought 
it  doubtful  whether  Government  would  take 
any  action  in  the  matter.  It  appeared  from 
those  documents  that  a  man  named  Holden 
had  drifted  northward  from  Wellington,  living 
among  the  Natives  &wm  pa  to  pa,  bnagiiig 
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with  him  a  Native  woman  of  Wanganni,  to 
whom  he  had  been  married  by  Bishop  Viard, 
and  br  whom  he  bad  children ;  that  recently 
he  had  stolen  a  greenstone  and  a  pair  of  trousers 
from  Henare  Motatau,  a  connection  of  his  wife, 
which  the  latter  had  been  obliged  at  a  high 
price  to  redeem  trora  a  Native  to  wbom  Holden 
hai  sold  them ;  that,  in  return,  Motatau  vrcnt 
to  his  boose  in  a  boat  and  took  away  Mrs. 
Holden,  who  went  willingly  with  him,  and  sent 
him  back  for  her  femue  child,  saying  the 
boys  might  remain  with  their  father;  that, 
in  the  Magistrate's  absence,  the  interpreter 
advised  him  to  lay  his  case  before  the  Bench  at 
Bnssell,  which  he  objected  to,  stating  his  fear 
that  be  might  be  prosecuted  for  tibe  theft ; 
that,  on  Holden  complaining,  the  Magistrate 
gave  him  a  letter  to  the  chief  of  Henare's 
tribe,  which  he  volunteered  to  deliver,  bat  in  a 
week  returned  to  the  writer,  refusing  to  take 
it;  that,  at 'the  last  date  of  information,  the 
woman's  brothers  had  arrived  from  Wanganui, 
and  she  proposed  to  go  home  with  them  to  her 
own  people.  He  (Mr.  Mantell)  was  of  opiixion 
that,  if  Oovemment  took  action,  they  would 
begin  by  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
theft  ont.of  whicn  the  subsequent  events  had 
arisen. 

Mi.  CABIiETON  asked  whether  it  was  a  fact 
that  the  man  was  knocked  down  by  Henare 
when  the  girl  was  taken?  He  had  been  bo 
informed,  but  did  not  know  it  of  his  own  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  HAKTELLi  replied  that  it  appeared  that 
Henare,  who  was  in  a  lamentable  state  of  in- 
ebriety, had,  when  sent  for  the  girl,  pushed 
Holden,  and  taken  her  away;  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  Holden  fell. 

Mr.  WELD  inquired  whether  Government 
had  heard  whether  or  not  the  man  had  rejoined 
his  wife?    ^^ 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  from  the  papers 
before  him,  he  did  not  infer  that  such  reunion 
had  taken  place.  It  seemed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  Mrs.  Holden  was  so  discontented  with  her 
husband  as  to  have  determined  to  return  to  her 
own  place. 

PRIVATE  GRIEVANCES. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  brought  up  the  report  of  tho 
Select  Committee  on  Private  Grievances. 

The  reports  on  the  petitions  of  A.  B.  Abraham, 
Isaac  Merrick,  and  James  Busby  were  adopted 
by  the  House. 

The  petition  of  A.  MoCaskill  was  referred 
back  to  the  Conunittee  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report  on  the  x>etition  of  John  Duim  and 
others. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  was  not  exactly  aware 
of  what  had  been  done.  As  an  individual  mem- 
ber he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  report,  and 
thought  that  it  ought  to  have  received  more 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  He  moved. 
That  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Private  Grievances,  with  a  view  to  its 
reconsideration. 

Ur.  FOX  objected  to  this  being  done,  on  the 
ground  that  the  hononiable  member  had  not 


produced  one  single  fact  which  bad  not  been 
already  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  argued  that  Mr. 
Dunn's  case  did  not  come  under  the  military 
clauses  of  the  Auckland  Land  Regulations, 
because  he  did  not  leave  the  army  to  settle  in 
this  province,  but  in  the  "  Australian  Colonies ;" 
and,  if  Mr.  Dunn  and  others  did  not  receive 
the  advantages  on  this  account,  it  was  similar 
to  those  who  had  gone  before  us,  who  did  not 
live  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  railways.  He  him- 
self would  like  to  have  a  sheep-mn,  but  he 
must  be  content  without  one.  As  these  men 
had  been  discharged  before  the  regulations 
were  put  in  force,  they  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain Decause  others  had  received  a  benefit  to 
which  they  were  not  legally  entitled. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  these  petitioners  were 
promised  land.  He  would  not  go  into  that 
now,  but  he  had  been  led  to  understand  ti>at 
promises  had  been  made  to  these  men. 

Mr.  FOX. — ^By  whom  were  they  promised — 
by  any  competent  authority  7 

Mr.  CARLETON  had  been  led  to  understand 
from  the  petitioners  that  they  had  been  dis- 
tinctly promised  the  land  by  the  late  Attorney- 
General,  Mr.  Whitaker. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND.— Was  that  part  of 
an  agreement  made  by  authority  ? 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  the  men  performed 
their  part  of  the  agreement.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  put  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  for 
a  legal  opinion,  he  decided  that  they  were  not 
legally  entitled  ;  but  if  promises  had  been  pre- 
viously made  they  ought  to  have  been  kept. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  thought  it  was  quite 
time  that  the  House  decided  not  to  entertain 
mere  promises  not  given  on  competent  autho- 
rity. He  looked  upon  it  as  an  electioneering 
affair,  and  the  observations  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  were  addi- 
tional reasons  why  the  House  should  not  refer 
the  report  back  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  COLENSO  alluded  to  honourable  mem- 
bers making  statements  they  were  not  able  to 
bear  out.  The  inference  from  one  honourable 
member  was  that  because  Mr.  Balneavis  stood 
higher  than  these  men  his  case  was  inquired 
into,  and  the  men  had  not  received  justice  be- 
cause they  were  privates.  His  opinion  was 
that  they  should  consider  a  case  from  poor 
John  Dunn  equally  the  same  as  one  from 
Colonel  Balneavis.  He,  however,  had  heard  no 
facts  adduced  to  justify  the  House  in  sending 
it  back  to  the  Committee  ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  additional  facts  they  were  bound  to  re- 
ceive the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  in- 
tact. 

Jlr.-O'NEILL  said  these  men  had  not  placed 
their  claims  on  promises  only,  but  on  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Provinoial  Council  in  their 
favour.  

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  had  been  taken  by 
surprise  by  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  if  there 
was  anything  really  in  them  the  case  did  de- 
serve some  greater  investigation.  Promises 
made  by  persons  who  held  high  offices  were 
different  nom  such  as  were  nuide  by  private 
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indi'vidnals  at  the  time.  Would  the  honour- 
able member  define  more  clearly  vihtA  he 
meant,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  grave  charge 
against  a  gentleman  who  held  a  high  o£Sce  ? 

Mr.  CAELETON.— I  made  no  charge,  but 
merely  repeated  what  the  petitioners  had  said. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  would  support  the  amend- 
ment to  send  the  report  back  to  the  Committee, 
so  that  they  might  investigate  and  report  with 
respect  to  a  charge  made  against  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Whitaker. 

Mr.  JOLIjIE  apprehended  it  would  be  hardly 
fair  that  this  should  be  done  in  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  absence. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  believed  he  was  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker's  wish, 
if  he  were  present,  with  regard  to  an  inquiry. 

Hr.  WILLIAMSON  said  that  he  felt  he 
ought  not  to  allow  the  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  to 
pass  without  saying  a  few  words  in  reference 
to  it.  The  honourable  member  had  said  that 
certain  promises  had  been  made  by  the  late 
Attorney-General,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker,  re- 
lating to  grants  of  land  to  certain  persons 

Mr.  CARLETON.— I  did  not  say  he  was 
Attorney-General  at  the  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Did  not  the  honour- 
able member  say  by  the  late  Attorney-General  ? 

Mr.  CARLETON  was  proceeding  to  ex- 
plain  

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  question  was  the 
adoption  of  the  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Dunn  and  others,  and  if  honourable  members 
went  into  other  matters  it  would  cause  the 
debate  to  become  irregular. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  understood  that  the 
question  had  turned  on  a  charge  made  against 
an  absent  gentleman,  and  that  it  had  been 
proposed  that  the  charge  should  be  investi- 
gated. 

Mr.  SPEAEER.^Ha8  any  amendment  to 
that  effect  been  proposed  ? 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  in  order  to  bring  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
within  order,  he  should  move.  That  the  report 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  with  a 
view  of  having  the  case  specially  inquired  into 
with  respect  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  and  the 
petitioners'  claims  under  the  Land  Regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  Stafford  then  submitted  his  amend- 
ment in  writing. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  did  mention  the 
Attorney-General ;  but  now,  was  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  had  withdrawn  the  words  "  At- 
torney-General ?  " 

Mr.  CARLETON.- He  was  Aot  Attorney- 
General  at  the  time,  and  therefore  he  had  not 
made  the  promises  as  such. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— Very  well ;  what  the 
honourable  member  had  said  was  now  unsaid, 
so  far  as  it  related  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  as 
Attorney-General.  Now,  the  fact  was,  at  the 
time  Whitaker's  Land  Regulations  were  framed 
that  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  Auckland 
Provincial  Council.  The  military  clauses  in 
his  regulations  were  introduced  by  him  at  a 
Mr.  FUiherberl 


time  when  he  had  no  notion  of  becoming  a  cu- 
didate  for  the  Superintendency.  Thenoundt 
of  policy  upon  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaliet 
had  advocated  those  clauses  in  the  Gooneil 
were  such  as  he  (Mr.  Williamson),  who  wu 
then  a  member  of  the  Council,  as  well  as  tha 
majority  of  the  members  of  it,  considered  (o 
be  sound.  The  objects  in  view  in  providing 
for  allowances  of  land  for  retired  and  dis- 
charged military  men  were  twofold — to  indooe 
those  who  had  served  in  the  colony,  aod 
those  regiments  were  about  to  be  removed 
Home,  to  remain  in  the  colony,  and,  at  tlie 
same  time,  to  secure  the  services,  in  the  event 
of  any  emergency,  of  a  body  of  men  who  hid 
already  been  trained  to  arms,  SLnd  who  would 
be  found  effective  for  actual  service  in  case  o( 
need,  and  valuable  for  training  any  miUtis 
force  that  it  might  be  found  necaesary  to  em- 
body. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.  — Were  those  the  Ltad 
Regulations  of  1855  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said,  yes ;  here  they  an, 
and  the  honourable  member  will  see  that  thej 
were  passed  during  Colonel  Wynyard's  Superin- 
tendency, and  issued  by  that  gentleman.  As 
to  what  took  place  afterw&rds,  he  (Mr.  William- 
son) could  say  that,  having  beein  present  at 
many  of  the  public  meetings  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker  addressed,  he  had  never  htuA 
that  gentleman  make  Euiy  statement  on  th« 
subject  of  allowances  of  land  for  military  mm 
differing  from  the  views  he  had  expressed  when 
supporting  the  military  clauses  in  the  Conneil 
It  is  true  there  were  many  claims  put  forward, 
and  some  of  them  not  very  reasonable,  for  a 
share  in  the  allowance  made  for .  militai; 
settlers ;  but  there  was  one  class  of  these  men 
whose  demands  for  consideration  were  not  such 
as  were  deemed  at  all  unreasonable — namelj, 
those  who  had,  before  the  regulations  wen 
passed,  procured  their  disoba^es  by  their  own 
earnings  and  savings,  for  tiie  purpose  of 
settling  in  Auckland  Province.  And  when 
the  present  regulations,  as  contained  in 
"  The  Auckland  Waste  Lauds  Act,  1858,"  wan 
under  consideration  an  opening  was  mada 
for  such  men  to  come  in  and  obtain  the  lika 
privileges  as  those  who  should  be  discharged 
after  the  Act  had  passed.  Whatever  implied 
promise  or  understanding  might  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  this  class  was  thus  fnl- 
fiUed.  [The  honourable  member  then  refentd 
to  clauses  80  and  81  of  the  Act,  to  show  that 
the  some  objects,  with  reference  to  militaiy 
men,  were  kept  in  view  by  the  present  rega- 
lations  as  hcid  guided  the  framers  of  the 
"Whitaker  Regulations" — namely,  the  hold- 
ing out  inducements  to  hale  and  healthy  men 
of  good  character  to  retire  or  obtain  their  dis- 
charge for  the  purpose  of  settling  in  this  pro- 
vince ;  and,  in  order  that  those  who  had  so  re- 
tired or  obtained  their  discharge,  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  should  not  be  shut  ont 
from  the  privilege,  three  months  was  allowed, 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  within  which 
they  might  send  in  their  claims.]  John  Dunn, 
the  petitioner,  duly  sent  in  his  claim  within 
the  prescribed  penod ;  but  it  was  found,  on 
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nfoenca  to  his  clisohaige,  th&t,  as  he  had  not 
"obtained  his  discharge  for  the  pnipose  of 
settling  ia  the  Province  of  Auckland,"  bat  had 
been  discharged  in  conseqaence  of  being  unfit 
for  farther  service,  he  was  not  entitled  to  the 
allowance  of  land.  This  was  found  to  be  the 
case  with  respect  to  others  as  well  as  him,  and 
henee  the  complaints  that  had  arisen.  Those 
complaints,  however,  had  arisen,  not  out  of 
the  "  Whitaker  Regulations,"  but  from  the 
operation  of  the  present  regulations  passed 
during  his  own  (Mr.  Williamson's)  Superin- 
tendenoy.  What  he  had  desired  to  show 
to  the  House  was,  therefore,  that  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Whitaker  was  not  Attorney  -  Qeneral 
at  the  time  he  introduced  his  land  re- 
golations  in  the  Provincial  Council ;  that 
he  then  represented  the  Suburbs  of  Anck- 
lind,  where  the  military  influence  was  not  felt, 
and  that  the  objects  sought  by  the  provincial 
authorities  in  bioth  codes  of  their  regulations 
were,  by  giving  grants  of  land,  to  induce  hale, 
strong,  hearty  men — men  who  were  able  to 
work,  and  be  serviceable  if  called  on  for  mili- 
tary defence — to  remain  and  settle  in  the  pro- 
vince. 

Ur.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  defended  the  report 
of  the  Select  Committee,  and  did  not  think 
that  sufficient  grounds  had  been  shown  why  it 
Bhould  be  referred  back  to  them. 
Mr.  WOOD. spoke  in  support  of  the  motion. 
Mr.  C  ARLETON  said  if  the  case  was  referred 
back  to  the  Committee,  and  it  was  proved  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  had  made  no  such  pro- 
mise, he  would  tender  bis  apology  to  him  for 
having  mentioned  hit  name  in  relation  to  this 
a&air  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  the  statement  was 
so  vague  that,  from  what  had  been  said  by 
honourable  members,  he  did  not  wish  to  press 
his  amendment,  but  he  left  himself  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 

Ur.  DOMETT  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  time 
of  the  House  being  taken  up  in  considering 
promises  made  at  an  election  time.  Hev  for 
his  part,  thought  it  was  best  to  make  no  pro- 
mises—it was  rather  more  dignified. 
Report  adopted. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 

Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  Provincial 
Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  be  recommitted  presently,  in 
.  order  to  consider  clauses  3,  8,  and  14. 

Mr.  WELD  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  Provincial 
Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  be  an  order  of  the  day  for 
this  day. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLENSO,  it  was 
agreed.  That  clause  4  of  the  Provincial  Audit 
Bill  (No.  2)  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 
tile  whole  House  to  consider  the  insertion  of 
the  foUowing  clause,  to  stand  as  clause  S: 


Section  10  of  "The  Waste  Lands  Act,  1858," 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealeid. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

Mr.  FIRTH  moved,  for  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  cases  brought  into  the  District  Court, 
Auckland,  from  the  first  Court,  held  in  August, 
1859,  to  the  7th  August,  1861;  showing  the 
total  amount  sued  for  and  the  total  amount  re- 
covered ;  showing,  also,  the  number  of  appeals, 
if  any,  against  the  decisions  of  the  Court.  He 
wished  by  this  motion  merely  to  show  whether, 
as  far  as  this  province  was  concerned,  these 
Courts  had  been  useful  or  not,  and  to  what 
extent,  so  that  before  District  Courts  were 
abolished  honourable  members  might  know  of 
what  use  they  had  been.  It  had  been  said  that 
by  the  abolition  of  these  Courts  a  new  Judge 
would  be  rendered  necessary ;  but  the  opinion 
of  the  present  Judges  was  that  another  was  not 
required  for  the  work  to  be  done. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  in  "  The  District 
Courts  Act,  1858,"  there  were  two  separate  nxo- 
visions  —  one  for  the  appointment  of  Judge* 
with  full  powers,  who  must  be  barristers ;  uid 
the  other,  by  which  Resident  Magistrates,  not 
lawyers,  were  made  Judges  with  more  limited 
powers,  which  latter  was  the  only  one  brought 
mto  operation  in  Auckland.  The  resolution 
passed  last  session  did  not  refer  to  the  abolition 
of  the  latter  system,  but  only  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Judges  with  full  powers.  Of  these 
there  was  only  one  to  be  removed — the  Judge 
at  Wellington.  It  was  intended  to  continue 
to  work  the  other  port  of  the  Act  by  Resident 
Magistrates  till  further  legislation  should  be 
taken  iii  a  future  session  upon  it,  extending 
the  Resident  Magistrates'  powers.  The  neces- 
sity of  appointing  another  Judge  simply  arose 
from  the  position  of  Otago  with  reference  to 
the  gold-diggings,  which  would  cause  increase 
of  population  and  crime ;  and  on  this  question 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  not  in 
so  good  a  position  to  form  an  opinion  as  the 
Government  or  any  individual  member  of  the 
House  that  was  acquainted  with  Otago. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  that,  since  there  was  no 
intention  of  abolishing  these  Coorta,  he  did  not 
wish  to  press  for  the  return. 

Mr.  FOX  had  no  objection  at  all  to  fomiah 
the  return. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Carter, 
Mr.  Saunders,  and  Mr.  Brandon  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

NATIVE  TITLES. 
Mr.  ORMOND  moved.  That  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  afford  every  en- 
couragement and  assistance  in  their  power  to 
Renata  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Ngatikahunguna 
Tribe  to  promote  and  carry  out  their  desire  to 
individualize  their  land-titles,  as  expressed  in 
their  letter  dated  the  6th  February,  1861,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Council  at  Hawke's  Bay.  All 
parts  of  the  House  were  agreed  that  tiie  in- 
dividnolization  of  title  waa  one  of  the  most 
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direot  and  efleotnal  steps  they  ooald  take  foi 
the  civilization  of  the  Native  people  ;  bnt  great 
difficulties  had  existed  in  the  way  of  trying  the 
experiment.  There  had  hitherto  been  no  case 
wmoh  the  Govemnient  could  take  advantage 
of ;  but  in  the  present  case  the  Natives  had 
expressly  stated  their  desire  to  individualize 
their  titles;  and  there  also  existed  urgent 
reasons  why  the  Government  should  take  as 
immediate  action  as  possible,  for  the  good  of 
the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  state  the  course  they  in- 
tended to  pursue  with  reference  to  this  matter 
— whether  they  intended  merely  to  receive  the 
application  and  acquiesce,  or  to  give  assistance, 
as  he  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  do.  He 
would  now  explain  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  application  had  been  made,  and 
the  oircumstances  under  which  the  Provincial 
Council  had  been  led  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
with  the  Natives  on  the  subject.  For  some 
time  before  this  proposal  was  made  there  had 
been  a  feeling  of  almost  hostility  growing  up 
between  the  two  races  in  the  Province  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  arising  principally  from  the 
trespass  of  European  cattle  on  Native  lands, 
compensation  being  prohibited  b^  the  law ;  and 
though  in  some  oases  it  was  given,  yet  some 
took  advantage  of  the  law  and  refused  to  give 
oompensation.  The  Natives  had  felt  this  to  be 
k  great  grievance,  and  adopted  every  expedient 
in  their  power  to  secure  compensation.  They 
(breataned  to  destroy  the  cattle  and  take  pay- 
ment in  kind,  and  declared  their  determination 
not  to  allow  roads  to  be  proceeded  with  until 
the  Government  should  recognize  their  claims 
to  oompensation  for  trespass  of  cattle.  At 
about  the  time  referred  to  the  Native  Land 
Purchase  Ordinance  was  brought  into  actual 
operation  in  Hawke's  Bay,  the  Superintendent 
having  power  delegated  to  him  to  take  action 
under  it  —  a  power  which  had  never  been 
delegated  to  an  officer  in  his  position  before, 
and  it  then  produced  a  very  injurious  effect. 
Also  the  fact  that,  when  tried,  it  was  found  it 
could  not  be  carried  out,  caused  the  Natives  to 
look  on  our  laws  with  more  suspicion  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  done,  and  prevented  their 
appealing,  as  they  might  have  done,  to  the 
laws  of  the  country.  The  Provincial  Council, 
seeing  these  effects,  and  that  injury  was  being 
done  to  the  province,  took  upon  themselves  to 
go  into  an  inquiry  upon  the  subject,  and  there- 
from resulted  the  letter  referred  to.  It  being 
now  time  to  proceed  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day, 
he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till 
to-morrow. 
Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

LAW  PEACTITIONERS  BILL. 
Mr.  RUSSELL  reported  that  the  Free  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments  in 
the  Law  Practitioners  Bill  had  recommended 
the  adoption  of  certain  amendments. 

PROBOGATION. 
Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary when  he  believed  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion would  be  completed,  so  that  the  House 
xni^ht  be  prorogued  ? 
Mr,  Ormond 


Hr.  FOX  conld  not  give  a  definite  ammr 
without  considering  what  business  was  bdote 
the  House,  but  he  would  give  the  honouraUs 
member  a  reply  to-morrow.  He  wcks  not  awiie 
of  any  business  that  would  take  much  ttnie 
except  the  estimates. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2). 

IH  COMKnTEE. 

Clause  14. — If  money  be  expended  on  Um 
public  service  without  authority,  how  tha 
Auditor  is  to  proceed ;  and  no  prosecution  ii  to 
be  commenced  against  any  person  so  spending 
public  money -wiUiout  the  authority  of  a  resola- 
tion  passed  by  an  absolute  majoti^  of  the  Fto- 
vinoial  Council. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  words  "  absohtt 
majority"  be  struck  out  of  the  14th  olaost, 
wiUi  the  view  of  inserting  the  words  "  not  lot 
than  three-iif  ths  of  the  entire  number  of  mem- 
bers thereof." 

Mr.  WELD  opposed  the  aanendmeni  He 
thought  they  should  not  place  it  in  the  powa 
of  any  Superintendent  to  risk  a  breach  ot  the 
law  in  the  hope  of  escape  from  punishment. 
Their  object  ought  to  be  to  prevent  a  breach  ol 
the  law,  and  not  to  induce  a  breach  of  it  by  the 
hope  of  a  condonation  of  the  wrong.  He  mi^ 
also  mention,  as  a  reason  for  opposing  the 
amendment,  the  fact  that  there  would  alwijt 
be  found  a  number  of  men  in  Provincial  Com- 
cils,  as  in  other  public  Assemblies,  who,  while 
they  might  oppose  the  Executive,  would  alwsjt 
shrink  £rom  mflicting  any  sort  of  a  penal^  on 
a  neighbour  whom  Uiey  might  meet  at  dinner 
next  day.  '  These  gentlemen  would  tJso  add 
to  the  number  of  meriibers  of  the  Provineisl 
Executive  in  the  Council  who  would  alwayt 
be  found  voting  for  the  Superintendent  in  cue 
action  was  sought  to  be  taken  against  him. 

Mr.  COLENSO  supported  the  amendmenL 
He  thought  the  Provincial  Councils  had  shown 
unmistakably  that  they  would  avail  themselw 
of  a  bare  majority  to  harass  and  proieoak 
their  Superintendents. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  said  he  was  opposed  to 
the  measure  because  it  was  unoonstitutionsl, 
and  explained  the  course  he  had  taken  when 
clause  14  was  first  considered  in  Committee,  to 
that  no  future  misrepresentation  of  his  motiTti 
or  conduct  might  take  place. 

Mr.  FIRTH  thought  it  would  have  been 
little  to  be  wondereid  at  if  the  Provincial 
Councils  had  been  actuated  by  such  feeiingi 
as  those  imputed  to  them  by  the  honooratue 
member  for  Napier,  owing  to  the  late  proceed- 
ings in  the  country.  He  thought  if  the  power 
of  controlling  the  Superintendents  was  at  the 
hands  of  the  Provincial  Councils  respectable 
men  would  desire  to  go  into  the  Conneil*, 
and  these  men  would  not  abuse  their  positioD. 
But  he  did  not  know  why,  on  a  minor  matter, 
they  required  an  overwhelming  majority,  when 
the  Constitution  Act  only  required  a  majoiitf 
of  the  Council  to  enable  it  to  petition  the  Oo- 
vemor  {ot  the  removal  of  a  Supenntendaat. 
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T3fi  powet  had  only  been  exetoiaed  onoe  in 
this  oolony,  which  showed  that  Ftovinoial 
Cooneils  w«e  not  likely  to  ptooeed  against  a 
Superintendent  without  reference  to  snrround- 
isg  dtcumstances. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  reason  why  the  power  had 
not  been  exercised  in  the  case  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Wellington  was  beoaose  the  Pro- 
rincial  Council  well  knew  that  the  electors  i 
would  at  once  reverse  their  decision ',  and  when  | 
his  honourable  friend  (Br.  Featherston)  did 
resign  and  went  to  the  country,  the  result  was 
an  almost  unanimous  verdict  in  his  favour. 
Perhaps  somewhat  similar  reasons  actuated 
Provincial  Councils  elsewhere  not  to  have  re- 
eoniseto  the  power  conferred  under  the  Con- 
stitution Act.  But  there  was  an  immense 
difierenoe  between  a  majority  of  a  Council  ad- 
dressing His  Excellency  to  remove  a  Superin- 
tendent and  oonstitntinf  the  majority  of  tha 
same  Council  the  only  judges  in  the  case  of 
lAether  the  Superintoiaent  should  be  prose- 
cuted. If  the  clause  was  pctfsed  as  it  stood 
there  would  be  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Provincial  Council. 

Mr.  FIRTH  contended  there  was  an  appeal 
to  the  constituents,  and  publio  opinion  would 
control  tiie  Councils. 

Mr.  POX.— The  appeal  would  be  four  years 
after  the  oSenoe. 

Ur.  FIBTH  could  not  see  the  force  of  that 
objection,  because  the  vote  would  not  neces' 
sanly  be  taken  so  soon  as  the  Council  waa 
elected  to  office. 
Mr.  WELLS  supported  the  amendment. 
Mr.  COLENSO  remarked  that,  much  as  he 
disliked  the  despotism  of  one  man,  there  was 
anotber  kind  of  despotism  which  ancient  his- 
tory and  reflection  taught  him  to  hold  in 
greater  detestation,  and  that  was  an  oligarchy, 
such  as  might  be  found  in  a  majority  of  the 
Provincial  Councils.  It  was  un-English  to  ask 
the  Snperintendent  to  be  placed  under  an 
absolute  majority,  because  it  was  subjecting  a 
superior  officer  to  an  inferior  power.  It  had 
been  said,  if  the  Provincial  Councils  had  the 
rights  restored  to  them  of  which  they  had  been 
so  l(mg  denied,  they  would,  forsooth,  act  in  a 
British  spirit  and  not  retaliate  on  the  Superin- 
tendents. Well,  he  would  not  give  them  leave 
to  do  so.  [The  honourable  gentleman  then 
pointed  out  that  the  difference  between  the 
three-fifths  and  an  absolute  majority  of  several 
Provincial  Counoils  was  only  one,  and  in  Auck- 
land three.] 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND,  Mr.  E.  GRAHAM, 
and  Mr.  DOMETT  supported  the  amendment. 
Mr.  MANTELL  explained  the  circumstances 
attendant  on  the  memcrieJ  of  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Otago  for  the  removal  of  the  Super- 
intendent. It  was  signed  by  all  the  members 
of  the  Council,  except  one  gentleman  who  was 
absent  from  sickness,  and  another  who  was 
mixed  up  in  some  degree  with  the  transactions. 
That  showed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  large  majority  when  anything  was 
really  wrong. 

Mr.  O'RORKE   would  vote   against   the 
Mnwidment,  because  it  was  an  attempt  to  bind 


an  absolute  majority  of  the  Connoil  by  the  will 
of  the  minority. 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  amendment. 

Atbs,  21. 

Atkinson  Henderson  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Bell  Mason  Ward 

Colenso  Mantell  Wells 

Domett  Ormond  Willianuon 

Fitzherbert        Benall  Wood. 
Fox                   Richmond,O.W.       TelUr. 

Graham,  G.       Stafford  Hall. 
Graham,  B. 

Nobs,  16. 

Munro,  3.  Weld 

Nixon  White 

O'NeiU  Wilson. 
O'Rorke  TelUr. 

Russell  Biohjnond,  A.  J. 


Cookson 

Creyke 

Curtis 

Fuiih 

JoUie 

Monro,  D. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply  for  the  consideration  of  olaose  4  of  the 
Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2). 

Report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  DEBT  APPORTIONMENT  AOT 
1868  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Act  1858 
Amendment  Bill  was  further  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  five  o'clock 
p.in. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  I6th  Augiut,  1S§1. 

OAoial  Administrators  Bill— Statutes— First  Bead- 
ins— Select  Committee— Balneavis  Bsmisslon 
BUI— Anokland  Immigration  Certiflaate  Bill- 
Intestate  Nativea  Snooession  Bill  —  Standing 
Orders  for  Private  BlUs  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbazkb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

OFFICIAL  ADMINISTRATORS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved,  in  pursu- 
ance of  notice,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  due  rendering  of  ao- 
counts  of  official  administrators  ceasing  to  hold 
the  office  of  Registrar  of  the  Supreme '  Court. 
He  stated  that  the  Bill  was  one  of  a  purely 
technical  nature,  and  intended  to  provide  tor 
particular  oases.  As  the  law  stood  at  present 
there  was  no  provision  for  enabling  the  ad- 
ministration of  an  estate  to  be  taken  out  of  an 
official  administrator  in  case  of  his  ceasing  to 
hold,  office,  and  of  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  hia 
successor.  A  case  had  already  occurred  in 
which  it  had  been  found  that  no  raovision  ex- 
iated  fox  ftnaMing  ft  iaoo«edisg  Ragittnur  to 
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obtain  assets  ol  an  estate  already  under  ad- 
ministration from  the  hands  of  his  predecessor ; 
and  in  case  of  death  of  the  official  adminis- 
trator intestate  the  matter  would  be  more  com- 
plicated, as  then  an  administrator  of  a  de- 
ceased administrator  would  have  to  manage 
the  matter,  and  meet  with  inoreased  difficulty. 
Bill  introduced. 

STATUTES. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBOBNE  OIBBES  moved, 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  means  should  be  taken  with  the 
least  possible  delay  for  providing  the  Magistrates 
of  the  colony  vrith  copies  of  the  laws  of  this 
colony  which  they  may  from  titne  to  time  be 
called  upon  to  administer;  stating  the  great 
inconvenience  that  Magistrates  suffered  when 
called  on  to  exercise  laws  of  which,  as  far  as  the 
Oovemment  knew,  they  might  be  in  perfect 
ignorance.  Some  steps  shotiid  be  taken  to  re- 
medy these  existing  evils ;  and  considering  the 
large  addition  lately  made  to  the  list  of  Justices 
the  necessity  was  more  imperative.  The  greater 
the  number  of  Magistrates  the  more  urgent 
was  the  necessitr  of  their  being  thoroughly 
acquainted  vrith  the  laws  they  were  called  upon 
to  administer. 

The  Hon.  Major  BIOHMOND  seconded  the 
motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PIKST  BEADINO. 
Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
PiCTON  Bailwat  Bux.  —  The  Hon.  Major 
Bichmond,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Sir 
Osborne  Gibbes,  the  Eon.  Mr.  Tancred,  and 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Bussell. 

BALNEAVI8  REMISSION  BILL. 
The  Balneavis  Bemission  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIQEATION  OEBTIPI. 
CATE  BILL. 

The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 

The  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill  was 
read  .a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

STANDING  ORDERS  FOR  PBIVATE 
BILLS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL, 
the  Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


Hon  Mr.  8tmU 


HOUSE   OF   SEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  16th  August,  1861. 

"iMxi  Beslstry  Act,  1860 "— Inteinmtlonal  BzUM. 
tion— New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BUI  (Ho.  • 
Business  of  Session— Native  Title— No  Hons*. 

Mr.  Sfeaebb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

"  LAND  REGISTRY  ACT,  1860." 
Mr.  FOX  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing  resolution :  That  it  is  desirable  that  the 
establishment  of  the  system  of  registratioo 
prescribed  by  the  "  Land  Registry  Act,  1860," 
should  be  proceeded  with,  but  cautiously  and  bf 
way  of  experiment ;  that  it  is  not  decirabU 
that  it  should  be  at  once  established  in  all  ths 
provinces,  or  to  any  greater  extent  at  first  thsn 
may  enable  it  to  be  worked  under  the  personal 
superintendence  of  the  Reglstrar-GenenI ;  that 
it  ought  not  for  the  present  to  be  established  in 
any  province  except  on  the  requisition  of  tht 
Provmcial  Government ;  that,  subject  to  thess 
provisoes,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  giving  practical  effect  to 
the  system.  He  said  that,  though  many  of  the 
functions  of  government  were  of  an  irkiwiM 
and  uninteresting  character,  there  were  oe- 
casions  in  which  any  man  of  ordinary  intelH- 
genoe  would  rejoice  at  having  the  privilege  of 
carrying  into  efiect  measures  which  were  oaleo- 
lated  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
the  community.  The  present  was  an  ocoasion 
of  that  kind,  when  he  sought  to  obtain  the  ooo- 
onrrence  of  the  Legislature  towards  effecting  a 
great  sociid  and  commercial  reform.  Any  on* 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  the  trans- 
fer of  land  in  the  Old  Country  was  aware  how 
it  was  complicated  and  surrounded  with  difB- 
culties  of  a  magnitude  so  great  as  practically  to 
render  the  possession  of  landed  estate  in  maOT 
instances  a  mere  empty  honour,  the  real  ad- 
vantage being  counterbalanced  by  the  adven- 
titious evils  by  which  the  possession  of  such 
property  was  surrounded,  and  its  value  de- 
stroyed by  the  impediments  which  existed  in 
the  way  of  its  transfer  and  devolution.  The 
Legislature  of  New  Zealand  had  Isist  seesioD 
passed  a  measure  for  the  removal  of  those  evils 
which  wtw  calculated  to  work  an  entire  change 
in  tiie  law  of  the  transfer  of  real  estate ;  and 
the  object  he  had  in  view  in  bringing  the 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  was  to  invite 
an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  how  far  Un 
system  should  be  carried  into  operation  at 
present;  in  order  that  the  Government  mi^t 
make  the  requisite  provision  in  the  estimates. 
He  conceived  that  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  the  system  should  be  tried  under  favourable 
circumstances.  In  South  Australia,  where  an 
analogous  system  had  been  introduced  by  Mr. 
Torrens,  the  lavryers,  almost  to  a  man,  appeared 
to  have  set  their  faces  against  it,  and  had 
brought  their  ingenuity,  aided  by  the  decisions 
of  the  Bench,  to  break  down  the  system.  The 
difficulties  raised,  however,  appes^ed  to  have 
been  removed  by  legislation ;  and  the  Uwt  report 
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be  had  seen  from  Mr.  Torrens  stated  that  in  five 
years  he  expected  that  every  title  in  South 
Ansttalia  would  be  submitted  voluntarily  to  the 
operation  of  his  system.    In  New  Zealand  he 
believed  the  provinces  generally  were  favourable 
to  the  system,  even  the  legal  profession,  who 
were  of  liberal  minds,  supporting  ic ;  but  in  one 
or  two  provinces  he  believed  there  was  a  feeling 
against  it.    The  Qovemment  was  prepared  to 
try  the  system  in  one  or  more  of  the  provinces 
where  public  opinion  was  favourable  to  it  — 
probably  Otago   and  Canterbury  in  the  first 
instance,  where  it  could  be  worked  for  a  time 
under  the  eye  of  the  Begiatrar-Oeneral.    The 
feeling  in  Auckland,  he  understood,  was  that 
the  present  system  worked  very  well ;  and  so, 
tiujucs  to  the  skill  of  the  present  Registrar, 
it  did,  bat  there   were  defects  in  the  system 
even  in  Auckland  which  could  not  be  reme- 
died, and  which  must  ultimately'  break  the 
system  down.     In  other  provinces,  which  had 
not  had  the  advantage  of  the  skill  of  Captain 
Kelly,  it  had  already  got  into  inextricable  con- 
foaioD,  and  some  better  system  must  be  intro- 
duced into  them.    The  Government  was  not 
desirooa  of  forcing  it  on  any  province  which 
did  not  wish  for  it,  and  his  (Mr.  Fox's)  resolu- 
tion provided  that  the  Provincial  Gbvenmients 
should  be  consulted  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  a  W.  RICHMOND  perfectly  agreed  with 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  except  that  one  par- 
ticular part  which  made  it  subject  to  requisition 
of  the  Provincial  Qovemment ;  because  that 
was  a  body  which  was  not  supposed  to  have  any 
knowledge  whatever  respecting  real  property, 
and  therefore  not  an  authority  by  which  the 
opinioDS  of  members  of  the  legal  profession 
should  be  contravened.  He  did  not  consider  it 
was  either  right  or  judicious  to  recommend 
that  a  deliberate  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
snch  as  the  Registration  of  Deeds  Amendment 
Act,  should  be  transferred  to  the  control  of  the 
Provincial  Governments.  An  Act  which  pro- 
posed the  repealing  of  a  number  of  provincial 
ordinances  should  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Governor  and  him  only.  It  was  true  that  pro- 
vision had  not  been  made  to  remove  this  from 
a  provincial  office,  but  it  was  understood  that 
it  would  be  made  this  session :  and,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  clause,  he  objected  to  such  a  power 
being  handed  over  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments. It  was  not  undesirable  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Provincial  Executive  on  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  bringing  this  Act 
mto  operation,  but  what  he  objected  to  was  the 
proposal  to  make  that  opinion  binding  on  a 
very  important  question  which  belonged  to  the 
General  Government.  The  Provincial  Govern- 
ments could  only  have  what  might  be  considered 
an  accidental  Imowledge  on  this  question,  and 
certainly  it  would  be  such  as  ought  not  to  be 
pat  in  direct  competition  vrith  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  Her  Majesty's  Attomey- 
Qeneral  in  New  Zealand.  It  was  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  Provincial  Governments  were  in  a  bet- 
ter position  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  subject 
than  the  General  Government  was  in,  though 
it  in  one  sense  only  represented  a  part  of  ^e 


province.  As  he  had  before  intimated,  it  was 
well  to  hear  all  the  Superintendents  and  their 
Executive  Councils  bad  to  say  in  the  matter, 
but  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  allowing  them 
to  keep  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  and  for 
that  reason  he  trusted  the  honourable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  would  consent 
to  omit  the  clause  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
He  also  agreed  with  the  honourable  member 
that  the  difficulty  in  finding  properly-qualified 
persons  to  fill  the  office  of  Registrar  in  the 
provinces  would  be  the  cause  of  delay  in  putting 
the  law  in  force.  Perhaps  these  reasons  did 
not  so  much  ap^ly  to  this  province  —  as  he 
understood  that  it  was  the  intention  to  bring 
it  into  operation  in  the  Auckland  Province. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  had  thought 
of  bringing  the  Act  into  operation  first  in  the 
Province  of  Otago. 

Mr.  C.W.RICHMOND  saidthe  titles  in  Otago 
were  in  a  dreadful  state.  The  system  in  Otago 
had  worked  badly,  as  there  was  scarcely  such  a 
thing  as  a  marketable  title  in  Otago.  That 
provmoe  justified  the  Act  being  brought  into 
operation  at  once,  for  anything  would  be  better 
than  the  present  confusion  of  titles  in  Otago. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  would  support  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Govonuuent.  The  honourable  member  who  had 
just  sat  down  referred  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  system  of  registration  had  been  worked  in 
Otago.  The  index-book  in  that  office  had  been 
constructed  by  the  present  clerk.  The  former 
system  of  index  haid  been  allowed  to  go  into 
disuse  by  setting  it  on  one  side,  and  hy  the 
clerk  adopting  a  system  of  his  own.  He  con- 
ceived that  if  the  powers  proposed  in'the  regu- 
lations were  adopted  they  would  soon  get  tiie 
titles  into  a  mess.  What  he  desired  was  to  sea 
a  law  in  force  which  should  make  the  last  deed 
the  only  real  title  to  the  property,  which  would 
be  a  great  benefit  to  tne  oolony ;  and  thia . 
done  without  the  ruinous  and  dangerous  form 
which  was  now  about  to  be  brought  into  use, 
[In  support  of  his  opinion  as  to  the  objection- 
able powers  embodied  in  the  regulations  tha 
honourable  member  read  several  extracts  from 
them,  and  proceeded  to  say  that  these  functions 
set  aside  the  decision  of  a  jury,  and  placed  the 
responsibility  over  property  where  it  should  not 
exist.  It  gave  powers  over  the  real  estate  of 
deceased  persons,  which  powers  ought  to  ba 
vested  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  success  of 
this  system  would  mainly  depend  on  the  Go- 
vernment being  able  to  procure  properly-quali- 
fied persons  as  District  Registrars,  who  should 
be  real  first-rate  property  lawyers,  and  at  present 
they  had  not  many  of  these  men  in  New 
Zealand  who  would  take  this  office  for  the 
salary  that  would  be  attached  to  it .  Any  altera- 
tions which  were  made  in  the  present  system  of 
registration  in  this  province  should  be  to  the 
efiect  that  for  tiie  future  all  old  deeds  should 
be  got  rid  of,  and  the  last  deed  should  be  the 
only  title  to  the  property.  Though  he  objected 
to  the  regulations,  ne  should  support  the  Act 
and  endeavour  to  carry  it  out.1 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  the  speeoh  of  the 
ho&otuable  member  fot  Aaokland  City  East 
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was  somewhat  inoonsistent  with  his  professed 
intention  of  supporting  the  motion.  The  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  gentleman  certainly 
appeared  to  express  rather  the  opinion  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  bring  the  Land  Registry  Act 
of  last  session  into  operation  at  all.  He  (Mr. 
Stafford)  agreed  with  the  Government  in  be- 
lieving that  the  measure  should  be  introduced 
in  a  tentative  manner;  but  he  would  much 
regret  if  any  mmecessary  delay  occurred  in 
giving  it  a  fair  trial.  There  were  not,  perhaps, 
more  than  a  dozen  people  in  this  colony  who 
were  really  competent  to  pronounce  on  its 
merits ;  and,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  they  all 
agreed  on  the  principle  of  the  Act,  and  de- 
sired to  see  it  carried  into  effect.  It  had  been 
stated  that  some  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession were  opposed  to  it ;  but  the  opposition 
of  those  gentlemen  might  be  attributable  to 
other  grounds  than  the  unsuitability  of  the 
measure.  On  the  other  hand,  it  had,  vrith,  he 
believed,  one  exception,  received  the  support 
of  every  member  of  the  legal  profession  who 
had  a  seat  in  that  House  when  the  Act  was 
nnder  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 
But,  while  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Qovemment  as  to  the 
propriety  of  introducing  the  new  law  carefully 
and  by  degrees,  he  could  not  recoghize  the  ex- 
pediency of  not  bringing  it  into  operation  in 
any  particular  province  unless  the  Su^rinten- 
dent  wished  it.  However  dejiirable  it  might 
b«,  and  undoubtedly  frequently  was,  to  consult 
with  the  Superintendents  of  provinces  on  some 
matters  relating  to  the  admmiatration  of  the 
government  of  the  colony,  there  was  certainly 
no  reason  for  doing  so  in  the  present  case,  while 
there  were  many  reasons  agamst  it.  A  Super- 
intendent could  not  possess  any  special  fitness 
for  deciding  what  should  be  the  laws  affecting 
real  property ;  nor  would  it  be  right  for  the 
General  Qovemment  to  shield  itself  from  the 
responsibility  of  not  carrying  a  beneficial  law 
into  effect  under  the  plea  that  some  Superin- 
tendent objected  to  it.  The  General  Govern- 
ment, as  responsible  to  the  General  Legisla- 
ture, which  had  passed  the  law  in  question, 
and  which  alone  could  legislate  on  tHe  subject, 
must  be  answerable  to  the  Legislature  for  giving 
effect  to  the  law.  And  if,  as  he  beUeved  was 
the  case,  the  present  Qovemment,  equally  with 
the  late  Government,  considered  the  now  Land 
Begistry  Act  calculated  to  work  beneficially, 
they  should  not  be  debarred,  as  they  would  be  by 
the  terms  of  the  motion,  if  passed  without  the 
amendment  of  his  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth,  from  bringing  it  into 
operation  so  soon  as  it  was  practicable  to  do  so 
in  any  or  every  part  of  the  colony.  This  was 
all  the  more  necessary  as  it  was  most  essential 
that  there  should  be  a  uniformity  throughout 
the  colony  on  so  important  a  subject  as  that 
of  the  laws  which  determined  how  the  owner- 
ship of  property  was  to  be  /determined.  With 
the  boundary-lines  of  provmces  intersecting 
private  properties,  it  would  be  absurd  and  im- 
proper tiiat  part  of  the  same  estate  should  he 
dealt  with  by  one  law,  part  by  another,  merely 
beoattse  the  Superintaoident  of  one  of  the  nind 
Ur.  Stafford 


provinces  of  New  Zealand  should  decline  to  in- 
troduce the  new  law  into  that  province,  when 
it  was  in  operation  in  every  other  part  of  the 
colony.  He  should  therefore  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  explained  that  he  had  raised 
no  objections  to  the  Act,  but  he  did  to  regula- 
tions, as  he  thought  they  were  exceedingly 
dangerous  in  their  overriding  powers. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  he  would  aeqoiese* 
in  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  meniber  for 
New  Plymouth,  and  amend  his  resolntion  so 
far,  though  of  course  the  Government  would,  in 
practice,  confer  with  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments on  the  subject.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Aaokland  City  East  had  treated  tills 
subject  much  as  the  amiable  member  of  tha 
Society  of  Friends  treated  the  dog  whose  de- 
struction he  desired  to  compass :  "I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  thy  head,  but  I  will  give  thee  a 
bad  name ;"  well  knowing  that  to  give  a  dog  a 
bad  name  was  the  safe  way  to  consign  him  to 
the  halter.  In  like  manner  the  bononraUs 
member  declared  he  had  no  desire  to  oppose 
the  system  of  registration  of  title  ;  but  he  took 
care  to  cast  every  impediment  in  its  way, 
and  gave  it  as  bad  a  name  as  he  conld. 
After  all,  however,  he  could  only  point  out 
two  particulars  in  which  the  regnlations  of  the 
Begistrar-Genersbl  were  open  to  criticism,  and 
those  did  not  amount  to  much.  He  urged  that 
the  case  put  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  as  axitt- 
ing  at  Auckland  was  an  extreme  case.  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  admitted  it  might  be  at  present ;  bat 
let  a  few  years  pass  by  and  it  woold  be  oommon 
enough,  botii  at  Auckland  and  everywhere  else. 
The  other  peirtioular  in  which  the  hononnUa 
member  criticised  the  regnlations  was  abso- 
lutely without  foundation .  He  ezolaimed  londlj 
against  the  enormous  powers  given  to  Distri^ 
Begistrars  without  appeal,  and  peiticolarly  in 
the  matter  of  intestate  parties,  into  vriiose 
administrators,  so  far  as  their  real  estate  wii 
concerned,  the  regulations  turned  them.  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  was  astonished  at  the  hononiaUs 
member.  Had  he  ever  read  the  Act  an  whiok 
he  was  commenting  ?  Why,  there  was  a  speci- 
fio  clause  giving  an  appeal  from  the  decisian  of 
the  District  B^strar,  by  summoning  persons 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  every  possible  case, 
and  in  the  largest  possible  terms.  Such  feebls 
criticism  was  the  highest  possible  testimony  to 
the  regulations.  If  the  honourable  member, 
who  was  himself  a  lawyer,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  opponents  of  the  new  system,  had 
nothing  more  to  say,  there  was  indeed  very 
little  fault  to  be  found.  [The  hononraUa 
member  then  concluded  by  congratulating  the 
country  on  the  prospect  of  escaping  the  vast 
ma^s  of  accumulated  evil  and  difficolty  which 
had  gathered  round  the  subject  at  Home,  and 
on  the  position  New  Zealand  was  in  to  prevent, 
in  such  cases,  rather  than  oure.l 

Motion  amended,  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 
That  it  is  desirable  that  the  establishment 
of  the  system  of  registration  prescribed  by 
"The  Land  Begistry  Act,  1860,"  should  be 
proceeded  with,  but  cautiously,  iaA  by  mij  d 
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e^eriment ;  that  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
not  be  at  oaca  established  in  all  the  proTinces, 
or  to  any  greater  extent  at  first  than  may 
enable  it  to  be  worked  nnder  the  personal  sa- 
|Wiintendenoa  of  the  Registrar -General;  sub- 
ject to  which  it  is  the  opinipn  of  this  House 
tiiat  no  time  should  be  lost  in  giving  practical 
effect  to  the  system. 

INTEBNATIONAL  EXHIBITION. 
Ur.  WEiliLS  moved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  it  is  desirable  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  in  the  Province  of 
Nelson  for  the  International  Exhibition  in 
1862  be  reconsidered  by  the  Qovemment,  with 
a  view  of  amending  the  same,  either  by  adding 
(o  its  numbers  or  otherwise.  The  honourable 
member,  in  putting  this  motion  on  the  Paper, 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  individual  set- 
tlers who  had  been  selected  for  the  Province  of 
Nelson,  but  thoaght,  at  the  same  time,  that  in 
nominating  the  gentlemen  a  due  regeird  should 
be  paid  to  uie  habits,  tastes,  and  occupations  of 
those  who  were  to  form  this  Commission,  to 
insure  its  being  carried  out  more  completely 
and  properly;  that  such  gentlemen  should 
have  been  nominated  who  had  devoted  their 
attention  to  the  natural  products  of  the  coun- 
try—those who  had  evinced  their  zeal  in  seek- 
inig  out  the  natural  productions  of  the  Province 
of  Nelson,  as  it  was  well  known  that  she  was 
nch  in  such  prodaotions. 

Mr.  COLENSO  had  much  pleasure  in  se- 
conding the  motion.  He  had  listened  to  the 
just  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  Nelson  f^vinoe  should 
be  more  particularly  represented  in  this  matter, 
on  aeooont  of  the  name  she  bore  for  her  pecu- 
liar geological  productions.  In  fsbct,  he  him- 
self was  aware  that  a  variety  of  valuable  mine- 
rals did  really  abound  in  that  province — perhaps 
more  so  than  in  any  other  province  in  New 
Zealand.  Hence  the  necessity  for  her  being 
properly  repeseuted  in  this  respect.  At  the 
same  tune,  m  nmlriTig  these  remarks  he  had  no 
desire  to  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the  General 
GoTemmeat  or  to  find  fault  vrith  their  selec- 
tion. Now,  in  reference  to  the  province  which 
he  hod  the  honour  to  represent — Hawke's  Bay — 
he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  selection  of  the 
ioor  or  five  persons  to  represent  it,  except  that 
they  all  of  them  resided  in  one  pleuie,  while 
there  were  others  in  other  localities  who  had 
given  their  attention  to  these  matters  omitted ; 
which  caused  him  to  conclude  that  there  was 
tome  truth  in  the  honourable  member's  re- 
marks as  regarded  the  Province  of  Nelson. 

Mr.  CURTIS  raised  objection  to  the  Qovem- 
ment nomination  on  account  of  its  omission  of 
persons  eminently  qualified  to  do  justice  to  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  was  at  a  loss  to  know  upon 
what  plan  the  Government  had  been  guided  in 
the  selection  of  the  gentlemen  to  represent 
Nelson  in  this  matter.  He  must  express  that 
it  was  with  no  little  surprise  he  saw  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government. 
Hi.  fox  be^ed  to  inform  the  hmooiable 


member  for  Nelson  City  that  this  part  of  the 
business  was  done  during  the  term  of  offio«  of 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Oh,  yes  I— by  Dr.  Featter- 
ston? 

Mr.  POX— Yes. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  in  speaking  of  that 
gentleman,  though  he  might  differ  from  himself 
on  political  questions,  he  was  equally  desirous 
of  rendering  his  aid  to  everything  which  tended 
to  the  joint  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  that 
she  should  be  properly  represented  with  regard 
to  her  mineral  productions,  &o.,  in  the  coming 
Exhibition.  But  he  also  believed  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  laboured  under  a  dis- 
advantage in  naming  the  persons  for  Nelson, 
persons  who  were  really  acquainted  with  her 
rich  productions  of  gold,  copper,  tin,  and  other 
ores,  which,  when  properly  worked,  would  be- 
come valuable  proper^.  It  was  well  known 
that  a  large  quantity  of  the  various  ores  existed 
in  that  province.  [The  honourable  member 
proceeded  to  speak  of  a  number  of  gentlemen — 
residents  in  Nelson  and  its  vicini^ — who  had 
taken  a  great  interest  in  these  matters,  and 
who  had  evinced  great  anxiety  and  had  been 
at  considerable  trouble  and  expense  in  forward- 
ing everything  of  this  kind ;  and,  in  passing,  he 
awarded  to  each  his  peculiar  qualifloation,  and 
remarked  that,  from  their  former  habits,  tastes, 
and  studies,  they  were  eminently  qualified  to 
represent  Nelson  in  this  affair,  but  who  had 
not  been  nominated  by  the  Government:  the 
names  of  these  gentlemen  were  as  follows, 
Messrs.  Adams,  Oswald  Curtis,  Maxwell,  Fitz- 
gibbon.  Redwood,  the  present  Superintendent, 
and  his  honourable  fnend  Mr.  Speaker.]  He 
knew  that  it  would  be  said  by  the  Government 
that  these  gentlemen  could  send  their  contri- 
butions to  the  Exhibition  though  they  had  not 
been  included  in  the  list  of  Commissioners. 
But  anything  sent  in  this  way  would  not  create 
the  same  interest  as  if  they  were  connected 
vrith  the  Commission.  In  reference  to  one  of 
the  gentlemen  selected  by  the  Government,  he 
doubted  whether  he  had  ever  been  farther  from 
Nelson  than  Massacre  Bay. 

Mi.  fox  could  not  undertake  to  say  that  the 
Qovemment  would  adopt  the  whole  list  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  was  not 
their  intention  to  interfere  with  those  already 
nominated,  but  they  might  add  such  other 
names  as  were  considered  advisable,  to  make 
the  present  list  more  complete.  He  would  re- 
mind the  honourable  member  that  in  his  re- 
commendations be  had  omitted  his  own  name. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  replied  that  it  was  most 
probable  that  he  would  be  for  some  time  at 
Otago,  and  if  so  he  would  not  be  able  to  render 
any  further  assistance. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT   AMENDMENT 

BILL  (No.  3). 
Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  New  Provinces  Act, 
begged  to  inform  the  House  that  the  two 
amendments  which  were  intended  by  this  Bill 
were,  that  the  nombei  XSO,  u  isqniied  to  make 
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the  application,  should  be  alteied  to  250,  and  that 
the  petition  be  published  for  eight  weeks,  once  a 
week,  in  some  public  newspaper  in  the  mother 
town.  He  deprecated  exolusiveness  and  selfish- 
ness, or,  in  other  words,  that  because  certain 
parties  had  acted  in  accordance  with  their  own 
inclination,  they  should  turn  round  and  say 
that  their  neighbours  should  be  prevented  from 
acting  in  a  similar  manner.  He  did  deprecate, 
in  this  the  nineteenth  century,  any  such  argu- 
ment as  that  he  had  mentioned.  The  slight 
alteratioiu  he  proposed  to  make  precluded  any 
lengthened  argument  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HAIiTj  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  said  it  appeared  there 
was  a  desire  that  no  discussion  should  be 
held  on  this  Bill.  He  considered,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  the  Bill  could  not  be 
entertained  by  honourable  members,  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  was  involved.  A  large  number  of 
honourable  members  had  gone  away  with  an 
understanding  that  no  fresh  Bills  on  matters  of 
importance  would  be  brought  in  during  the  re- 
mainder ot  the  session ;  and  he  considered  that 
compact  on^t  not  to  be  broken  with  impunity. 
He  would  reiterate  the  statement  that  a  step 
of  this  kind  in  the  absence  of  those  honourable 
members  was  a  breach  of  courtesy  towards 
them. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND.— To  what  breach  of 
compact  does  the  honourable  member  allude  ? 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  he  was  going  to 
say — but  he  was  interrupted — that  it  was  under- 
stood that  no  new  business  of  any  importance 
would  be  introduced  after  those  honourable 
members  had  left.  He  thought  the  members 
of  the  Oovemment  were  at  least  aware  of  this. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  did  not  admit  that 
Bach  an  understanding  was  binding  on  him,  as 
he  had  been  no  party  tait. 

Mr.  WILSON  rose  and  explained  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  not  aware  of  his  (Mr. 
Wilson's)  intention  to  bring  in  the  Bill  till  last 
night. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  admitted  the  right  Of 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  bring  in  any  Bill 
he  pleased  in  the  absence  of  honourable  mem- 
bers :  he  was  bound  to  state  this,  but  he  would 
also  say  something  more.  He  would  appeaJ  to 
the  honourable  member,  who  had  made  use  of 
this  argument — that  he  deprecated  the  idea  of 
any  person  enjoying  a  privilege  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  allow  to  nis  neighbour  also ;  and  he 
begged  to  ask  him  whether  or  not  t^e  bringing- 
in  of  this  Bill  at  this  time  did  not,  to  a  certain 
degree,  amount  to  a  breach  of  faith  with  ab- 
sent members?  If  his  argument  ws^s  good 
in  one  point  it  ought  to  be  good  in  another. 
He  prayed  the  House  would  defer  further  dis- 
cussion on  this  matter  till  a  proper  occasion,  as 
he  felt  certain  in  his  ovm  mind  that  some  of 
the  members  would  not  have  gone  ofi  had  they 
been  aware  that  a  Bill  in  relation  to  the  New 
Provinces  Act,  although  in  a  modified  form, 
would  have  been  brought  in.  He  was  bound  to 
state  that  a  Bill  in  another  shape  with  refer- 
ence to  the  New  Provinces  Act  should  have 
been  introduced;  yet,  if  honourable  members 
had  been  aware  that  the  subject  was  to  have 
Kr.  Wilton 


been  brought  on  again  a  third  time  in  a  tiiin 
House,  they  would  not  have  gone  away.  B» 
did  hope  and  trust  that  the  honourable  member 
would  not  press  his  motion. 

Sir.  FOX  said  there  appeared  to  be  nme 
misunderstanding  on  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
What  had  fallen  frcm  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  that,  if  the 
Government  did  not  introduce  any  new  measure 
of  importance,  or  any  additional  legislation  to 
that  which  was  already  before  the  House,  so  far 
as  the  Ministerial  seats  were  concerned  no  ad- 
vantage would  be  taken  in  the  absence  of  num- 
bers from  that  side  of  the  House.  As  regarded 
this  Bill,  he  thought  it  was  an  exoeptaonij  one. 
It  was  still  open  to  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed with  their  Bill.  The  Govenmient  had  not 
made  up  its  mind  as  to  whether  it  would  pro- 
ceed with  their  Bill — as  the  House  was  avara 
— they  could  proceed  with  it  if  they  thought 
proper.  He  did  not  think  the  Government  wen 
absolutely  bound  either  one  way  or  the  oUmt; 
and  the  honourable  member  referred  to  vlut 
had  occurred  in  another  place,  that,  owing  to 
the  peculiar  circumstance  of  one  vote  having 
been  given  in  a  certain  way,  the  Bill  had  been 
lost.  As  regards  this  measure,  it  did  not  mesn 
suspension  or  repeal,  but  modified  the  cireom- 
stances  so  as  to  apply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's ovm  particular  province — to  increoae  the 
number,  &o.,  as  applied  to  Tunara.  It  would 
have  no  effect  aa  regarded  Auckland,  Wangaoni, 
Nelson,  and  other  places.  On  that  groimd  he 
thought  it  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  useless 
measure ;  but  if  the  honourable  member  would 
fix  the  number  at  ten  thousand  or  one  tboa- 
sand,  if  'he  wished  to  put  a  general  exemp- 
tion to  its  operation  equal  to  its  total  repeal, 
it  would  be  a  different  luEfair;  but  he  qnestraoed 
whether  he  could  support  it  without  doing  an 
absolute  injustice  to  the  province  he  rqie- 
sented. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  again  rose  and  objected 
to  the  proceedings,  as  many  honourable  mem- 
bers had  gone  away  who  would  not  have  l«ft 
had  they  been  aware  that  such  a  Bill  was  aboat 
to  be  introduced  this  session.  He  sta^nd  this 
fact  of  his  own  knowledge.  He  felt  confidffit 
that  several  honourable  members  would  not 
have  left  this  House  had  they  been  aware  of 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  support  the  motton 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  reserving  to  himself 
the  liberty  to  take  any  course  he  might  think 
proper  as  to  the  second  reading.  As  a  matter 
of  courtesy  he  felt  bound  to  allow  the  first 
readmg  of  Bills.  He  did  not  remember  that 
this  House  had  ever  refused  to  give  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill ;  though  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature  had  done  so.  He  trusted  that  act 
was  a  mistake.  He  thought  common  courtesy 
should  be  accorded  generally  in  allowing  a  BiU 
to  be  read  a  first  time  ;  although  he  would 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that  ha 
might  feel  unable  to  support  his  Bill  in  its 
future  stages.  He  would  now  refer  to  what  b« 
had  said  on  a  former  occasion — to  which  several 
allusions  had  been  made — as  he  found  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  had  taken  qnite  a  diflwwit 
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fiew  of  his  meaning.  What  he  did  My  was  in 
lefeienoe  to  a  motion  that  was  on  the  Paper 
jost  before  the  departure  of  the  "  Airedale  " 
steamer  last  month ;  and  the  question  which 
gave  rise  to  his  remuks  was  as  to  the  probable 
time  when  the  business  of  the  session  would  be 
bionght  to  a  close.  He  felt  convinced  that  it 
ooold  not  be  gone  through  in  the  time  men- 
tioned, and  that  the  session  would  not  there- 
fore close  so  early  as  was  anticipated  by  some 
honootable  members.  He  stated  that  there 
were  twenty-seven  Bills  before  the  Legislature, 
in  addition  to  the  estimates;  that  there  were 
also  one  or  two  questions,  such  as  the  Hawke's 
Bay  and  Wellington  Apportionment  of  Debt 
BiU,  which  would  doubtless  prove  a  debatable 
question  ;  that  they  were  not  going  to  take  any 
further  steps  with  the  view  of  removing  those 
honourable  gentlemen  from  their  seats;  that 
the  late  vote  was  conclusive  for  this  session  so 
far  as  any  Ministerial  want  of  confidence  was 
eanoemed ;  that,  if  sii  or  seven  honourable 
members  who  were  supporters  of  the  present 
Government  were  to  leave  by  the  steamer,  he 
tod  his  fnends  wonld  take  no  advantage  of  it. 
There  was  this  single  understanding,  which  he 
also  stated  most  distinctly :  that  the  Audit  Bills 
should  be  decided  before  the  estimates  were 
finally  passed.  To  this  they  had  adhered, 
leaving  themselves  at  liberty  to  suggest  amend- 
ments in  all  oases  where  they  were  susceptible ; 
and  he  thought  they  had  done  so,  not  without 
suecMs.  This  was  the  whole  of  the  tmder- 
itanding  come  toat  the  time.  He  did  say  that 
they  meant  to  render  assistance  in  carrying  on 
the  government,  with  the  sole  condition  that 
Bevenue  Control  Bills  should  be  dealt  vrith  and 
decided  before  the  estimates  were  passed  ;  and 
that  they  woold  not  attempt  to  bring  forward 
any  vote  of  want  of  confidence.  If  any  honour- 
able gentleman  thought  that  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
meant  to  imply  that  no  other  Bill  was  to  be 
brought  before  the  House,  he  had  taken  a 
wrong  view,  aa  it  was  not  his  intention  to  tie 
up  the  Qovemment  or  himself  and  his  friends 
in  any  such  manner ;  but,  if  the  Government 
should  find  themselves  defeated  on  any  of  the 
other  questions  that  came  before  the  House, 
they  (the  Opposition)  would  not  ask  them  to 
leave  those  seats  in  consequence.  They  cer- 
tainly might  do  so  if  they  felt  impelled  by  a 
•ense  of  duty  ;  at  any  rate,  they  would  not  be 
asked  from  this  side  of  the  House,  as  they  pre- 
ferred leaving  that  part  entirely  to  their  own 
good  sense  of  propriety  and  generosity. 

Ur.  WABD  remarked  that  the  honourable 
members  who  had  gone  away  had  been  in- 
fluenced to  do  so  by  business  of  a  pressing 
nature  to  themselves,  when  there  was  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance  to  be  considered. 
With  respect  to  the  Bill  now  brought  in,  they 
were  not  to  assume  as  to  what  it  would  be  when 
it  passed  through  the  several  stages.  The  New 
Provinces  Act  contained  many  objectionable 
elanses.  This  was  not  a  Qovemment  measure — 
it  had  reference  to  the  threatened  vote  for 
the  separation  of  Timaru. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  had  heard  the 
lematks  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 


Hutt  (Mr.  Fitiherbert),  he  might  say,  with 
indignation,  but  certamly  not  with  surprise. 
What  was  said  in  reference  to  the  business  bf 
the  House  was,  that  no  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence wonld  be  brought  forward  during  the 
remainder  of  this  session,  and  that  was  all. 
[The  honourable  member  twitted  Ministers  for 
their  candour  in  making  all  questions  open 
questions,  and  the  smooth,  easy,  andaccommo.> 
dating  manner  to  themselves  in  which  they 
were  gliding  through  the  business ;  they  were 
bound  to  nothing,  and  open  to  everything.  He 
compared  them  to  a  liquid,  and  complimented 
them  in  not  being  likely  to  be  thrown  off  their 
equilibrium  state.]  As  regarded  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  that  was  looked  upon  as  a  most  dif- 
ficult subject.  No  amendment  was  to  be  con- 
sidered or  tolerated,  because  they  were  not 
able  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  It  was  a 
most  mischievous  Act,  yet  they  refnsed  to  sup- 
port any  honourable  member  who  got  up  to 
propose  any  amendment.  He  begged  to  say, 
for  his  part,  as  regarded  the  present  Bill,  that 
he  was  prepared  fairly  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  any  such  mcEksure  ooold  come  before  the 
House  in  a  perfect  state.  Everything  in  the 
shape  of  amendment  was  opposed  by  a  certain 
section. 

Mr.  FOX.— Was  not  this  the  fint  unend- 
ment? 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  there  was  a 
certain  section  of  the  House  who  would  not 
permit  any  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  fully  oonoorred  in  the  ob- 
jections offered  to  this  Bill  in  the  absence  of  so 
many  honourable  members  of  the  House.  The 
impression  on  the  minds  of  those  honootable 
members  when  they  went  away  was  tiiat  no 
important  measure  would  be  considered  in  their 
absence.  There  was  one-fifth  of  the  whole  num- 
ber away.  He  himself  had  a  notice  of  motion 
on  the  Paper,  which  he  thought  was  on  a  most 
important  question,  relative  to  the  dissolntioa 
of  Provincial  Councils ;  and  it  was  on  that  ac- 
count that  he  did  not  proceed  with  it.  Ha 
trusted  the  honourable  member  for  Ohrist- 
churoh  would  also  refrain  from  proceeding 
with  his  Bill  on  these  grounds.  If  the  honoot- 
able member  did  not  withdraw  it  he  should 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  COLENSO  thought  it  was  much  more 
merciful  to  say  "  No  "-at  first  than  to  allow  a 
Bill  to  proceed  to  a  certain  stage  with  the  view 
of  then  defeating  it.  He  must  agree  with 
the  honoorable  member  for  the  Hutt — though 
he  did  not  say  so  in  plain  words — that  no  im- 
portant measure  should  be  brocght  forward  in 
the  absence  of  so  many  honourable  members. 
He  owned  that  the  New  Provinces  Act  was 
one  of  the  most  Important  Acts,  and  that 
any  amendments  would  require  the  most 
careful  study.  Without  going  into  details 
he  understood  that  the  basis  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  this  Bill  was :  first,  that 
the  number  ISO  should  be  increased  to  250, 
emd  eight  weeks'  publication  of  the  applica- 
tion. This  was  a  most  important  alteration. 
They  did  not  want  further  ezplanation  now. 
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It  appeared  to  him  very  mnoh  like  tinkering 
only  to  make  the  kettle  worse  than  it  was 
before.  Dmring  the  recess  some  consideration 
might  be  given  to  this  subject;  but  he  was  by 
no  means  in  favour  of  a  repeal  of  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act.  He,  as  a  representative  of  a  new 
province,  and  probably  the  very  province  which 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
considered  that  it  had  been  a  great  benefit  to 
the  colony.  Though  at  all  times  he  would  be 
willing  to  strain  a  point  in  a  case  where  it  was 
an  act  of  courtesy,  yet,  unless  there  was  a  pretty 
unanimous  feeling  in  its  favour,  it  would  stand 
but  little  chance  at  future  stages  aa  it  went  on. 
He  should  bo  obliged  to  vote  against  leave  being 
granted. 

Mr.  HARBISON  said,  with  regard  to  the  New 
Provinces  Act  he  must  declare  that  he  always 
had  the  strongest  aversion  to  it.  Indeed,  he 
had  a  great  horror  of  it  himself.  This  Bill  was 
not  for  rejMaling  the  Act,  but  merely  to  throw 
difBoulties  in  its  way  by  subjecting  it  to  a 
higher  qualification.  It  was  certainly  late  in 
the  session  to  bring  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  CABLETON  expressed  his  objection  to  a 
long  discussion  taking  place  on  the  subject  of 
aaUig  to  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a  Bill:  the 
debate  on  the  principle  of  a  Bill  usually  came 
on  at  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  COLENSO  explained  that  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  himself 
provoked  the  diaoussion  by  explaining  the  two 
principal  pointa  which  it  contained,  thereby 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House  at  this 
stage,  which  might  have  been  left  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  OARLETON  stood  corrected.    With  re- 

fard  to  what  had  been  said  about  a  compact 
etween  the  Government  and  the  Opposition 
for  the  remainder.of  the  session,  he  believed  it 
was  precisely  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  had  stated  it  to  the 
House.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  seemed  to  complain  of  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  raised  against  amending 
the  New  Provinces  Bill  though  it  had  been 
admitted  that  the  Bill  was  as  bad  as  it  possibly 
could  be.  The  objections  to  amending  that 
Act  came  from  the  late  Ministry  when  they 
were  in  power.  When  they  were  asked  whether 
they  were  prepared  to  introduce  amendments, 
they  replied  they  were  not ;  nor  were  they 
willing  to  repeal  it.  And  now  they  were  in 
favour  of  amendments  when  they  could  not  be 
carried. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  late  Ministiy  re- 
fused to  bring  in  a  Bill  at  the  request  of  a 
section  of  the  House.  He  was  not  aware  whe- 
ther the  honourable  member  now  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  belonged  to  that  section. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  (Mr.  Dick] 
•aked  whether  the  late  Ministry  were  prepared 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amehd  the  New  Provinces 
Act.  The  Ministry  replied  that  they  were  not. 
He  thought  it  would  be  objectionable.  He  could 
understand  that  there  were  some  Bills  which 
wonld  be  objected  to  by  a  Ministry.  He  recol- 
lected a  Bill  that  had  been  brought  before  the 
New  South  Wales  Legislature  by  Br.  Lang; 
Ur.  CoUnto 


and  such  was  the  strong  feeling  against  it, 
characterized  as  it  was  as  an  act  of  treuoD, 
that  one  of  the  members  wanted  it  to  be  torn 
to  pieces  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OEMOND  would  support  the  first  resd- 
ing  of  the  Bill ;  and  in  doing  so  he  did  not  oos- 
sider  himself  in  any  way  pigged  to  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  begged  to  observe  that  tlu 
amendments  were  not  applicable  to  any  par- 
ticular case ;  and  if  he  knew  his  own  heart  uiey 
were  not  so  intended.  But  other  persons,  it 
appeared,  knew  his  heart  better  tham  himseli 
He  was  no  party  to  any  compact,  nor  could  lie 
see  that  it  was  ^ust  that  one  fifth  or  uxth 
should  hold  a  kind  of  despotism  over  thii 
House,  and  prevent  business  from  being  tani- 
actad  by  those  that  remained,  because  Uiii 
fifth  or  sixth  portion,  forsooth,  wanted  to  look 
after  their  private  business.  Any  consequenoai 
resulting  from  this  would  be  matter  for  vhidi 
they  must  answer  to  their  constituencies.  Be 
deprecated  a  long  debate,  though  he  hsd  so 
objection  to  an  ordinary  discussion.  Then 
were  a  great  many  independent  memben  A 
the  House  whom  he  could  not  carry  with  him 
if  he  altered  the  number ;  he  thought  he  bid 
better  leave  it  at  250. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  fizst  time. 

BUSINESS  OF  SESSION. 

Mr.  FOX  said,  before  going  to  the  Oidea 
of  the  Day  he  wished  to  make  a  statement  in 
reply  to  a  question  asked  on  the  previoni  dsy 
by  the  honourable  member  for  ^xoUin(Ut. 
R.  Graham),  as  to  when  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  close  the  business  of  the  session.  M- 
sides  the  Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  1),  the 
Control  Bills  of  the  honourable  member  foe 
New  Plymouth,  and  the  Bill  of  the  present 
Ministry  for  the  General  Government  AaoUt, 
which  last  two  would  only  involve  one  disoui- 
sion,  there  was  nothing  left  before  the  Hoose 
but  the  estimates,  and  one  or  two  Committeet 
which  had  yet  to  report;  also,  the  meaton 
just  introduced  by  the  honourable  member  foe 
Christchurch.  The  Government  would  pio. 
pose,  then,  to  sit  this  evening,  and  prooted 
with  the  estimates;  on  Tuesday  they  would 
bring  down  the  additional  estimates,  vhioh, 
with  the  others,  and  the  two  or  three  Billt 
still  before  the  House,  might  occnpy  them  till 
the  end  of  the  week.  The  Government  would 
then  propose  to  adjourn  till  the  arrival  of  the 
mail-steamer,  when  the  House  could  meet  to 
complete  the  little  business  remaining,  snd 
consider  the  amendments  that  might  be  intro- 
duced into  any  measure  by  the  other  Hooee. 
They  would  then  have  time  to  finish  up  doling 
the  week  the  steamer  remained.  This  wai  the 
course  the  Government  proposed,  but  they 
would  be  happy  to  hear  any  suggestions  any 
honourable  members  might  wish  to  offer. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  asked  when  the 
Military  Defence  Committee  would  probably 
report  ? 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  he  expected  the  report 
would  be  brought  up  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  observed  that  there 
was  a  sub-Committee  sitting  on  tiie  state  of  the 
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Militia  laws,  and  it  was  desirable  that  the 
bonooiaUe  member  at  the  head  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  should  arrange  the  course  of  proceeding 
to  that  the  House  might  have  time  to  carry 
into  effect  any  resolutions  that  Committee 
might  bring  np,  assuming  that  they  were  not 
of  a  vital  character ;  and  he  did  not  think  they 
woald  be. 

ill.  FOX  said,  if  the  report  was  brought  up 
on  Tuesday,  a  Bill  carrymg  it  out  might  be 
•dTkuoed  sufficiently  far  before  the  end  of  the 
week,  and  stand  over  till  after  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOKD  said  there  might  be 
a  difficulty  in  getting  the  Legislatire  Council 
to  consider  a  Bill  not  sent  to  them  a  week 
before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  FOX  said  sufficient  time  would  be  given 
by  the  plan  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  KUSSELL  requested  the  Colonial  Se- 
cretary to  fix  some  time  for  the  resuming  of  the 
Eonse  after  the  arrival  of  the  mail. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  that  would  be  a  sabject 
for  diaoossion  by  the  House  when  he  moved 
the  acljoQmment. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said,  after  oonferanoe  with 
some  of  those  interested  in  the  Land  Claims 
SatUement  Extension  Act,  he  was  enabled  to 
state  that  he  accepted  with  thanks  the  pro- 
posal made  to  him  by  the  Committee,  aai 
OS  had  been  desired  to  come  to  an  agreement 
with  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  they 
ahoold  undertaJce  that  the  150,000  acres  of  land 
(boold  not  be  handed  over  to  the  Provincial 
OoTsmment  for  sale  till  all  claims  had  been 
finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  referred  to  some  previous 
misunderstanding,  and  desired  that  he  should 
not  be  considered  as  bound  by  any  arrange- 
ment, but  should  be  free  to  te^e  what  course 
he  chose  on  Friday,  when  the  adjournment  was 
moved. 

NATIVE  TPTLE. 

ADJOUBNSI}  DXBAIX. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  question, 
"That  it  is  desirable  that  the  Government 
ahoold  afford  every  encouragement  and  assist- 
uoe  in  their  power  to  Renata  and  other  chiefs 
of  the  Ngatikahungunu  Tribe  to  promote  and 
Miry  out  their  desire  to  individualize  their  land 
titles,  as  expressed  in  their  letter  dated  6th 
Febmaiy,  1861,  addressed  to  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Hawke's  Bay." 

Mr.  OBMOND,  resuming  his  speech  on  the 
introduction  of  his  motion,  said  he  would 
briefly  refer  to  the  chief  points  he  had  touched 
upon  yesterday.  He  had  then  said  that  cer- 
tain honourable  members  had  objected  to  the 
name  of  Benata  being  introduced,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  undesirable  to  countenance 
a  person  who  had  written  such  letters  as  these 
were  that  had  been  so  much  talked  of  as  pro- 
ceeding from  him.  His  own  opinion  was  that 
that  letter  would  have  been  better  left  alone, 
but  he  did  not  think  a  severe  censure  should 
be  passed  upon  it ;  for  what  might  be  treason- 
able from  an  educated  Englishman  was  a  very 
different  thing  as  coming  from  a  Native  like 
Besata,  who  had,  besides,  always  been  a  great 


friend  to  the  Europeans,  and  prevented  things 
getting  so  bad  in  Hawke's  Bay  as  they  might 
have  done.  He  had  heard  since  he  had  been 
in  Auckland  various  allusions  to  the  author- 
ship of  that  letter  known  as  Renata's,  and  he 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  its 
real  nature  to  the  House.  That  letter  was  in 
reply  to  a  speech  of  the  late  Superintendent  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  made  at  the  Natives'  own  place, 
which  was  answered  by  the  Natives  present. 
But  some  time  afterwards  these  speeches  were 
published  in  the  papers,  and  the  Natives  said— 
and  it  was  also  affirmed  b^  some  competent 
Europeans — that  the  Superintendent's  Sjpeeoh 
as  printed,  and  delivered,  were  very  different 
things ;  so  they  determined  to  answer  it  again. 
And  the  mode  in  which  they  did  it  was  some- 
what amusing.  They  called  a  meeting  in  their 
pa,  and  elected  one  among  their  number  to 
represent  the  Superintendent,  and  this  eleoted 
member  read  tbree  or  four  sentences  of  the 
Superintendent's  speech  as  printed,  which  were 
then  replied  to  by  the  speakers  in  the  meeting. 
They  then  compiled  the  best  points  of  reply 
into  a  letter,  which  was  published  in  the  name 
of  Benata,  but  was  in  reality  the  collective 
wisdom  of  the  whole  tribe.  The  next  point  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Ormond)  had  referred  on  Thnrc- 
day  was,  that  he  wished  to  hear  from  the  Go- 
vernment a  statement  of  how  they  would  ad- 
vise the  Governor  as  to  the  system  under  which 
individualization  of  title  was  to  be  attempted 
to  be  carried  out.  This  was  as  important  as 
the  attempt  itself.  He  thought  it  would  have 
to  be  done  by  a  Native  Court  assisted  by 
European  officers ;  and  unless  the  Natives  were 
made  agents  in  the  business  the  attempt 
wottld  be  unsuccessful.  He  had  also  before 
stated  the  oiroumstances  under  which  the  th»- 
posal  originated — that  there  had  been  a  feeling 
of  hostility  gradually  gaining  ground  before  this 
proposal  was  made,  originating  from  the  tres- 
pass of  cattle  and  the  refusal  of  Europeans  to 
compensate  the  Natives,  who  then,  titiinking, 
with  some  appearance  of  justice,  that  they 
were  hardly  dealt  with,  caused  obstruotions 
in  every  way,  interfering  with  ferries  and  roads 
that  passed  through  their  lands  which  lay  im- 
mediately around  Napier.  The  Provincial 
Council,  earnestly  wishing  to  put  an  end  to 
this  state  of  things,  asked  the  chiefs  to  meet 
them.  They  did  so ;  and,  after  some  days  of 
meeting  in  we  Council  and  out  of  it,  they  got 
the  Natives  to  agree  to  the  proposal  contained 
in  the  letters  on  the  table  of  the  House;  but 
they  had  always  told  the  Natives  that  they  (the 
Council)  had  no  power  to  deal  with  the  matter 
further  than  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
General  Government.  The  Council  also  went 
further,  and  assured  the  Natives  that  both 
parties  in  "  the  great  runanga,"  as  the  House 
was  called,  were  agreed  that  the  individualiza- 
tion of  Native  land  titles  was  the  main  ste^  to 
be  taken  to  remove  the  present  difficulties. 
Another  reason  why  the  Government  should 
take  steps  in  the  matter  was,  that  the  Town 
of  Napier  was  almost  surrounded  by  about  a 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  still  in  Native 
possession,  and  it  was  essential  to  the  progress 
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of  the  province  that  this  shonld  be  beneficially 
occupied ;  the  only  way  to  do  which  was  by 
giving  the  Nativea  themselves  the  power  of 
allowing  their  beneficial  occupation,  which  was 
at  present  prevented  by  the  Native  Land  Pur- 
chase Ordinance,  and  which  it  was  the  wish  of 
both  European  settlers  and  the  Natives  them- 
selves should  be  allowed.  These  Natives  who 
had  expressed  this  desire  had  belonged  both  to 
the  king  movement  and  the  anti-land-selling 
league ;  but  they  had  lately  declared  to  the 
Waikatos  that  if  they  got  their  Crovm  titles 
they  should  withdraw  from  the  movement. 
This  should  be  a  great  reason  for  the  course 
he  suggested  the  Government  should  under- 
take, and  he  hoped  they  would  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  regretted  to  see  so 
small  an  attendance  of  honourable  members, 
for  this  was  a  most  important  question,  and 
one  that  touched,  not  merely  the  welfare  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  but  of  all  New  Zealand,  par- 
ticularly of  the  Northern  Island.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  would  enter  into  a 
little  detail  respecting  this  motion ;  but  first 
he  would  refer  to  what  had  been  said  about 
Benata's  letter,  which,  it  was  well  known,  was 
a  compilation,  and  not  of  Natives  alone,  for 
Europeans  also  bad  their  hand  in  it,  and  he 
would  show  how  that  letter  had  been  produced. 
There  had  been  two  letters  from  the  late  Super- 
intendent of  Hawke's  Bay  to  the  Natives — 
one  preparatory  to  his  instituting  prosecutions 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Ordinance — a  long 
and  able  letter,  in  which  was  pointed  out  to 
the  Natives  the  absolute  necessity  of  individual- 
izing their  titles  before  they  could  be  placed  on 
the  same  platform  with  the  Europeans.  That 
letter  was  soon  after  followed  up  by  another. 
He  (Mr.  Colenso)  wb«  Provincial  Interpreter 
at  tne  time,  and  had  attended  the  Super- 
intendent in  that  capacity  at  the  meeting 
at  the  Pa  Whakairo.  Talking  there  did  not 
commence  till  rather  late,  and  when  the  Su- 
perintendent was  called  upon  to  express  his 
opinions,  after  making  one  speech  he  reason- 
ably said  that  he  wished  to  hear  all  the  other 
speeches  before  he  replied  to  them ;  but  he  was 
obliged  to  reply  to  speeches  as  they  were  made, 
which  being  done  two  or  three  times,  and  the 
talking  continuing  till  dark,  it  thus  happened 
that  the  reported  speeches  did  not  exactly 
correspond  with  those  actually  delivered.  As 
to  any  prejudice  being  entertained  against  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  Renata,  Kenata  had 
always  been  a  friend  to  the  Europeans,  which, 
perhaps,  resulted  from  his  being  taken  from 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  where  he  was  a  slave,  in 
1844,  by  himself  (&Ir.  Colenso),  and  returned  to 
his  own  tribe.  Kenata,  though  mentioned  as 
belonging  to  the  Ngatikahungunu  Tribe,  did 
not  belong,  and  never  had  belonged,  to  that 
tribe,  but  to  a  tribe  of  Manawahu,  from  whence 
there  had  been  several  migrations  in  the  last 
few  years  to  Hawke's  Bay.  Apart  from  a  little 
bouncing  in  his  letters  and  speeches,  he  (Mr. 
Colenso)  looked  upon  Kenata  as  the  staunchest 
friend  of  the  Europeans  at  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
a  kind  of  equipoise  against  proceedings  that 
might  be  thought  of  by  other  chiefs  not  so  well 
Mr.  Ormond 


acquainted  with  the  Europeans.  With  tegud 
to  the  letter  referred  to  in  this  motion,  it  mt 
not  a  clear  letter.  He  looked  upon  it,  not  w 
a  request  for  the  confirmation  of  indiTidoal 
rights,  but  of  a  tribal  right.  They  desired  tiu 
Oovemment  to  confirm  to  them  large  portioos 
of  land  imder  very  peculiar  cironmstances.  He 
considered  that  the  publication  of  the  flnt 
letter  of  the  Superintendent  calling  on  them  to 
individualize  their  titles,  taken  in  conneotioo 
with  the  excitement  caused  by  the  TaraniU 
war,  which  they  considered  as  a  kind  of  inter- 
ference with  the  tribal  rights  of  chiefs,  led  to 
these  proposals.  [The  honourable  member  that 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  history  of  the  chidi 
at  Ahuriri  since  1843,  from  which  it  appesnd 
that  in  1844  there  were  five  chiefs  of  first  tuk 
at  Ahuriri — namely,  Te  Hapnku,  Puhan,  Tt 
Moananui,  Tareha,  and  Tiakitai ;  that,o{  ^un 
five  chiefs,  three  were  now  dead,  Te  Hapnbi 
and  Tareha  only  remaining.  That  Te  Hwofai^ 
two  principal  wives  were  the  "great  lady" of 
Te  Hoananui's  tribe,  and  the  eldest  child  ci 
Pohara ;  that  by  each  wife  he  had  had  ssrenl 
children ;  that  Cranmer,  his  eldest  son  by  tlu 
said  "  great  lady  "  of  Te  itoananni's  tribe,  bid 
also  married  Te  Urihe,  Te  Moananni'i  niee* 
and  the  daughter  of  his  elder  brother;  thit 
Cranmer  had  died,  but  had  left  two  children— 
a  girl  and  boy — who  were  with  their  patstnal 
grandfather  Te  Hapuku ;  that  his  •ec<md  pnn- 
cipal  wife — Fuhara's  only  daughter,  Ngap^ir- 
died  last  year,  leaving  five  children ;  thattheie 
were  also  with  their  father  Te  Hapukn;  tint 
in  and  on  behalf  of  those  several  children  utd 
grandchildren — apart  from  any  claim  of  bii 
own,  or  any  claim  of  one  or  more  of  his  othet 
wives — ^Te  Hapuku  had  claims  to  those  lands 
which  Renata,  Karaitiana,  and  Tareha  hid 
sought  to  have  granted  to  them — land  fno 
which  they  had  driven  out  Te  Hapokn,  who 
had  been  obliged  to  fly  more  into  the  iotenv; 
and,  as  he  had  leased  land  close  to  his  om 
pa  in  the  Middle  Plains,  the  first-named  chiefa 
wrote  a  threatening  letter  to  the  Sapoin- 
tendent  of  Hawke's  Bay,  saying  that  they 
would  not  allow  these  lands  to  be  leased,  ud 
would  kill  any  sheep  pat  upon  them  by  the 
person  who  had  leased  them  from  Te  Hapokn.] 
This  led  him  to  believe  that  what  these  chieb 
wanted  was  not  individual  Crown  grants,  bati 
grant  to  their  own  tribe  to  the  absolute  ex- 
clusion of  the  claim  of  Te  Hapuku,  that  they 
might  have  the  right  of  leasing  it  to  Europeans. 
Now,  this  hundred  thousand  acres  that  bad 
been  referred  to  was  a  large  delta  of  rich  aUn- 
vial  plains,  surrounded  by  Crown  lands;  and 
he  believed  that  nature  never  intended  those 
rich  plains  to  be  occupied  as  grazing  roiu,a 
result  which  must  follow  if  the  Native*  le- 
ceived  tribal  grants  of  these  lands  with  full 
powers  of  dealing  with  them  as  they  pleased. 
Graziers  should  go  for  their  runs  to  a  distance 
from  the  town,  and  not  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  it.  He  cordially  seconded  the  present 
motion — though  he  might  have  appeared  to  be 
speaking  against  it — and  he  appealed  to  Ae 
House  to  give  its  attention  to  the  ameUontion 
of  the  condition  of  certain  olasses  of  settlen  in 
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Hawke'g  Bay  ;  in  paitionlar,  those  who  lived 
OQ  boundanea,  whose  cattle  weie  continually 
straying  over  the  boundaries,  amd  drivers  of 
drays,  who  were  continually  molested  by  the 
Natives  because  these  bullocks  fed  from  the 
rich  plains  in  passing.  He  also  requested  the 
Government  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  infraction 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  by  settlers 
who  were  scattered  through  the  province  on 
bioken  Native  lands,  such  as  the  Natives  did 
not  care  to  sell,  and  who  wore  thus  in  a  dif- 
ferent position  from  those  who  leased  rich  and 
valoable  lands  of  the  Natives.  It  was,  he 
thought,  impossible  for  this  House,  paying 
due  respect  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  to  grant  Crown  titles  to  certain 
tribes,  as  a  standard  by  which  to  set  up  after- 
wards a  tribal  right,  unless  it  could  be  managed 
that  all  the  chiefs  interested  in  the  locality 
conld  come  to  an  agreement  amongst  them- 
selves. If  the  House  could  devise  some  plan 
by  which  the  request  of  this  resolution  could 
be  legitimately  carried  out,  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  Hawlce's  Bay ;  but  first  there  must 
be  a  proper  local  inquiry  instituted,  to  enable 
the  Government  to  proceed  on  a  sure  footing. 
He  would  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  ORMOND  rose  to  ezplun.  He  had  good 
aatbority  for  stating  that  the  Natives'  inten- 
tion was  not  to  procure  a  tribal  title,  but  to  in- 
dividualize it  to  the  different  families.  The 
honourable  member  for  Napier  had  rather  led 
the  House  to  believe  that,  if  this  were  confirmed 
as  a  tribal  title,  it  was  with  the  view  of  its  im- 
mediately being  passed  into  the  hands  of  run- 
holders  ;  but  the  district  was  essentially  an 
agricultural  district,  and  it  was  for  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  province  he  had  made 
this  motion.  The  honourable  member  had  al- 
luded to  a  tiueatening  letter  having  been  sent 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Hawke's  Bay 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  here  interposed,  as  the 
honourable  member  was  not  mt^ing  an  expla- 
nation of  anything  in  which  ho  had  been  mis- 
understood, but  was  making  a  reply. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  had  not  meant  that 
it  was  a  threatening  letter  as  regarded  the  Su- 
perintendent, bat  as  affecting  the  person  whose 
flocks  were  on  the  lands  referred  to.  Whether 
it  was  an  individual  or  a  tribal  title  that  was 
asked  for  would  come  out  when  a  local  inquiry 
was  entered  into. 

Mr.  FOX  said  there  was  no  need  for  the 
honourable  the  mover  to  have  excused  the  use 
of  Benata's  name  in  his  motion  on  account 
of  anything  said  or  written  by  that  Native  ;  for, 
if  there  was  anything  highly  objectionable 
in  Benata's  letter,  at  all  events  he  must  have 
made  a  very  considerable  advance  when  he 
appalled  to  the  constitutional  tribunals  of  the 
coontrv — the  Provincial  Council  and  General 
Assembly — and  the  country  might  congratu- 
late itself  when  it  saw  Natives  voluntanly  so 
domg.  It  was  a  remarkable  feature  in  the 
Native  mind  that,  so  little  civilized  as  they 
were,  they  should  be  prepared,  in  a  matter  of 
such  interest  to  themselves,  to  take  such  a 
sagacious  and  salutary  course.  Though  there 
were  soma  pMsages  in  Benata's  letter  that 


would  have  been  highly  nnbeooming  in  any  one 
more  educated,  yet  it  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Fox's) 
mind,  one  of  the  most  talented  letters  he  had 
ever  met  with  in  any  controversy.  There  was 
a  force  of  reason  in  it,  and  strokes  of  wit,  such 
as  were  seldom  found  in  such  correspondence, 
such  as  the  hit  made  at  the  Superintendent,  who 
had  quoted  a  passage  of  Scripture,  "  Children, 
obey  your  parents,"  to  which  Renata  replied  by 
directing  his  attention  to  the  remainder  of  the 
passage — "  Parents,  provoke  not  your  children 
to  wrath."  It  was  full  of  little  hits  of  that 
kind,  and  was  edtogether  a  most  remarkable 
letter,  exhibiting  an  extraordinary  develop- 
ment of  mind  and  intellectual  powers  on  the 
part  of  the  writer.  They  had  not  to  deal  with 
a  parcel  of  dawdling  savafjes,  but  with  men 
who  had  exhibited  mental  ability  that  might 
put  to  the  blush  some  honourable  members  of 
this  House.  He  thanked  both  the  honourable 
members  for  Hawke's  Bay  for  the  light  they 
had  thrown  on  this  question.  The  course  of  the 
Government  would  be  nearly  that  indicated  by 
those  honourable  members.  The  Government 
was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
disposing  of  any  question  of  this  kind,  involving 
the  relative  rights  of  the  parties  concerned, 
except  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  Na- 
tives themselves,  who  must  be  left  to  bring  the 
question  to  such  a  position  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  only  have  to  step  in  and  take  ad- 
ministrative action.  They  would  be  invited  to 
bring  the  question  into  this  position  by  discus- 
sions and  mquiries  amongst  themselves.  That 
accomplished,  the  Government  would  step  in 
and  individualize  their  title,  either  by  tnbes, 
hapus,  or  individuals.  He  believed  there  were 
memy  cases  in  which,  if  the  Government  could 
succeed  in  carrying  out  tribal  individualization, 
subsequent  subdivision  to  hapus  and  individuals 
would  be  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty.  With 
regard  to  squatters  endeavouring  to  take  pos- 
session of  these  lands  at  Hawke's  Bay,  no 
person  could  take  any  such  step  without  in- 
fringing the  law ;  and,  though  the  Government 
had  acted  in  regard  to  that  law — and  perhaps 
foimd  itself  compelled  so  to  act— in  a  manner 
that  justly  laid  it  open  to  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality, yet  the  occupation  of  large  tracts  close 
to  a  town  in  defiance  of  the  law  would  not  be 
allowed  by  the  Government  to  continue.  For, 
if  they  could  not  act  on  the  old  ordinance,  the 
Government  would  always  be  able  to  come  to 
this  House  and  lay  the  case  before  it,  and  in- 
duce the  House  to  legislate  in  such  a  way  as 
to  meet  the  entire  case,  and  provide  for  par- 
tial occupation  in  districts  where  it  would  not 
be  attended  with  bad  consequences,  but  be 
extremely  beneficial,  as  in  the  Wairarapa, 
which,  being  first  occupied  on  lease,  the  Na- 
tives became  anxious  to  receive,  instead  of  rents, 
the  substantisj  value  of  their  land.  The  Go- 
vernment would  give  their  earnest  attention  to 
this  subject,  and  would  advise  His  Excellency 
to  invite  the  Natives  in  Hawke's  Bay  to  take 
such  proceedings  in  the  matter  as  to  bring  it 
before  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
tion beiiig  taken  thereupon. 
Mr.  PQMETT  said  the  district  was  one  with 
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which  be  was  acquainted,  and  he  could  conflim 
the  desirability  of  getting  these  tiacts  settled. 
Both  the  mover  and  seconder  had  assumed 
that  the  settlers  at  Hawke's  Bay  had  given  up 
the  idea  of  acquiring  the  fee-simple  of  those 
lands ;  but  he  believed  they  might  have  been 
acquired  years  ago  If  the  Land  Purchase  De- 
partment had  taken  proper  means,  before  the 
Land  League  acquired  so  great  an  influence 
there.  From  the  description  of  these  plains,  it 
appeared  highly  desirable  that  they  should  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  runbolders,  being  the 
only  part  of  the  country  in  which  the  agricul- 
tunl  interest  could  develop  itself.  In  fact, 
without  them  Hawke's  Bay  would  be  no  pro- 
Tince  at  all,  but  would  have  about  as  much 
vitality  as  a  man  with  his  heart  cut  out.  If 
this  individualization  were  carried  out,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  Government  to  lay  down 
some  rule  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Natives 
should  deal  with  the  land,  or  part  with  it,  so 
that  they  should  not  unconsciously  abuse  their 
tights  over  it  to  the  detriment  of  themselves 
and  of  the  public.  He  did  not  see  any  object 
in  this  debate  but  to  impress  that  on  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  he  could  give  full  credit  to  his 
honourable  friend  the  Native  Minister  for  being 
sufficiently  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  that 
course.  The  present  case  offered  an  exceed- 
ingly favourable  opportunity  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  commencing  this  work  of  individual- 
izing Native  title,  Earaitiana  being  a  very 
advantageous  chief  to  deal  with,  and  Te  Ha- 
puku,  though  now  in  the  shade,  must  still 
have  some  influence,  and  would  assist  in  at- 
taining the  object  desired. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  was  glad  this  dis- 
cussion had  taken  place,  though  it  was  some- 
what in  anticipation  of  a  more  general  discus- 
sion which  must  sooner  or  later  take  place  in 
the  House  on  the  question  of  its  adoption  of 
such  recommendations  on  this  matter  as  the 
Government  would  be  prepared  to  make  to 
His  Excellency.  He  regretted  the  unaccount- 
able delay  that  had  occurred  in  bringing  this 
matter  forward,  which  he  thought  must  have 
been  caused  by  some  official  accident  at  Napier, 
where  the  letter  was  dated  6tb  February,  1861, 
but  had  only  recently  arrived.  He  regretted 
this  much,  as  a  disposition  of  this  sort  on  the 
part  of  the  Natives  should  meet  with  the 
earliest  possible  attention,  and  not  be  allowed 
to  slumber.  He  would  dismiss  briefly  the  re- 
resolution  proposed  by  saying  he  concurred  in 
it  as  for  as  he  could  moke  it  out ;  but  he  could 
wish  it  hod  been  general,  and  not  limited  to 
the  tribes  of  Hawke's  Bay.  The  question,  it 
seemed  to  him,  was  this :  The  mover  wished 
the  Government  to  take  steps  to  individualize 
Native  title.  The  Government  always  hod 
endeavoured  to  take  such  steps,  but  only  for 
one  purpose.  Native  title  had  been  hitherto 
roughly  investigated  so  far  as  it  suited  the 
Commissioners,  but  only  with  a  view  to  its 
immediate  extinguishment  by  the  Crown.  As 
a  general  rule,  that  had  been  the  practice,  and 
it  had  not  had  the  efleot  that  could  have  been 
desired.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  having  been 
himself  engaged  in  these  mvestigatious,  and 
Itr.DomtU 


not  having  done  it  in  a  rrHHmnr  he  eodd 
apjnove  of.  But  now  they  had  come  to  a 
position  of  afiairs  foreseen  by  him  long  ago,  tt 
which  the  Natives  did  not  care  to  have  their 
titles  investigated  for  this  object,  but,  begin- 
ning to  see  the  valne  of  their  lands,  desued 
individual  possession.  If  the  Natives  were 
satisfied  that  their  individual  rights  recog- 
nized by  each  other  would  be  recognized  ^ 
the  Crown,  they  would  bo  encouraged  to  ad- 
just their  mutual  claims  for  the  simplificatioo 
of  their  title,  whether  with  the  object  of  retain- 
ing their  lands  or  of  selling  them  to  the  down 
— a  question  which  he  would  rather  drop  bt 
the  present.  With  regard  to  the  Provmce  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  he  had  it  on  the  authority  of 
the  Chief  Land  Purchase  Commissioner  that 
no  purchase  could  be  made  there,  theiefne 
any  fear  that  the  sanction  by  the  Govea- 
ment  of  the  arrangements  referred  to  in  tbii 
resolution  would  interfere  with  land  purehasH 
was  entirely  dispelled.  In  oonfirmatim  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  sun- 
ber  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett),  he  wouU 
state  that  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that  thoat 
plains  miight  have  been  acquired  for  a  fair  pay- 
ment nine  or  ten>  years  ago — a  view  whieh  the 
Natives  of  the  place  assented  to,  emd  whieh 
he  hod  always  held.  The  question  had  been 
raised  that  the  Government  ought,  in  indi- 
vidualizing Native  title,  to  take  care  of  wbat 
became  of  the  land,  ahd  not  allow  agrionltuni 
land  to  be  leased  for  sheep-rons.  He  would 
not  now  go  into  the  question  whether  or  not 
any  control  should  be  exercised  by  the  Govern- 
ment after  the  title  hod  been  inidividualiied ; 
but  there  was  always  this  safeguard:  that  ■ 
man  in  the  possession  of  any  property  wxiold 
generally  see  to  the  most  useihil  and  profitable 
employment  of  that  property ;  and  a  Natin 
who  might  possess  some  of  these  plains,  and 
could  lease  them  as  agricultural  fums,  would 
be  extremely  unlikely  to  lease  them  as  sheep- 
runs.  In  conclusion,  he  would  repeat  that  he 
did  fully  agree  in  the  spirit  of  this  resolatiao, 
and  in  agreeing  with  it  he  simply  expressed  an 
agreement  in  policy  adopted  by  himself  sad 
his  colleagues  when  he  took  oflSoe.  He  would 
be  happy  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  this  forward,  and  endeavour  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  Natives  at 
Hawke's  Bay  on  this  subject,  that  they  might 
put  themselves  in  the  position  that  would  lead 
as  soon  as  possible  to  the  result  they  aimed  at, 
so  that,  when  the  Government  had  agreed  to 
some  fixed  system  for  the  whole  countiy,  the 
earliest  attention  should  be  given  to  those  who 
earliest  placed  themselves  in  the  position  to 
come  within  the  terms  of  that  system,  what- 
ever it  might  be. 

Mr.  WELD  said  he  wished  to  make  a  km 
observations  on  what  had  failen  from  the  Na- 
tive Minister,  who  had — perhaps  inadvertently 
— rather  appeared  to  infer  that  the  object  and 
desire  to  individualize  Native  title  had  never 
been  entertained  by  the  Government  hitherto 
except  with  a  view  to  immediate  purchase  by 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  MAin;ELL  explained  that  h«  did  not 
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wish  to  convey  any  imputation  of  that  kind. 
He  was  perfectly  awate  of  the  desire  of  his 
predeoessois  in  this  matter ;  but  he  had  only 
nwken  with  regard  to  the  ezecntive  portion  of 
&e  Government,  to  action  taken  by  the  Oo- 
vemment  in  these  matters  in  the  shape  of 
Land  Pnrohase  Commissioners,  and  so  forth; 
but  he  had  made  no  imputation  of  neglect  to 
his  predecessors. 

Hr.  WELD  went  on  to  say  that  he  and  his 
eoUeagaes  had  always  agreed  in  the  view  laid 
down  by  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite. 
He  believed  this  was  the  most  important  ques- 
tion of  the  day — it  was  the  Native  question; 
and  if  they  could  find  their  way  to  carry  out 
this  work  of  individualization  through  the 
tgeney  of  the  Natives,  they  would  do  more  to 
settle  the  Native  question  than  any  other  thing 
that  could  possibly  be  done ;  for  without  indi- 
vidual title  the  Natives  could  have  no  interest 
in  ttie  improvement  of  their  land,  and,  unless 
tiiey  could  have  property  and  be  afforded  the 
means  of  progression  by  means  of  that  pro- 
perty, all  their  efforts  to  rise  would  fail.  The 
oifDcnlty  of  accomplishing  this  object  had 
arisen  bom  several  causes,  the  principal  of 
which  was  the  CMstion  of  the  Home  Government 
in  Loid  Carnarvon's  despatch  disapproving  of 
the  BUI  of  1858,  on  the  ground  that  it  inter- 
fered with  the  system  of  land-purchase  which 
the  Home  Government  had  sanctioned,  and 
which  had  worked  well.  Another  difficulty  was 
one  which  these  letters  appeared  to  give  hope 
of  being  removed — the  apathy  of  the  Natives 
themseh-es.  While  he  (Mr.  Weld)  had  held 
office  there  had  been  some  instances  in  which 
a  move  had  been  made  in  that  direction,  and 
he,  though  hampered  for  want  of  money,  took 
upon  himself  to  recommend  to  His  Excellency 
to  have  letters  written  to  those  Natives  telling 
them  that,  as  soon  as  they  put  the  question 
into  the  position  in  which  the  Government 
could  take  action  —  they  having  settled  and 
arranged  the  matter  between  themselves — he 
would  undertake  that  the  Government  should 

Lto  further  expense  in  leading  to  a  result  so 
irable  to  both  Native  and  European  inter- 
ests. He  did  not  mean  strictly  individually : 
they  must  begin  at  tribes  possibly,  and  hapus, 
and  get  by  degrees  to  absolute  individual  rights. 
Every  facility  should  be  given  for  their  so  doing ; 
and  lif  such  a  system  could  be  made  to  grow  up 
among  the  Natives  the  Government  would 
get  to  the  real  solution  of  the  question  of 
how  to  buy  land.  Some  regulations  might 
be  necessary  to  prevent  them  from  utterly 
and  recklessly  squandering  their  property. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  arrived  here  he  spoke  to  him  (Mr. 
Weld)  on  the  subject,  and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  ex- 
pressed to  him  then  his  deep  sense  of  its  im- 
portance, especially  as  affecting  Hawke's  Bay. 
He  saw  that  the  state  of  things  at  Hawke's 
Bay  was  one  that  must  lead  to  grave  diffi- 
culties, not  only  if  the  old  land-purchase  sys- 
tem was  persisted  in,  for  that  was  impossible, 
but  unless  some  action  was  taken  in  this 
matter ;  and  he  had  stated  to  the  honourable 
:  that  be  hoped,  before  the  end  of  the 


session,  by  some  resolution  of  the  House,  to  get 
the  Government  placed  in  a  position  in  which 
they  would  be  authorized  to  take  active  mea- 
sures to  accomplish  the  object  desired.  The 
Native  Minister  had  referred  to  regulations ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Weld)  supposed  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  in  the  present 
session  to  submit  any  regulations  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  House. 

Mr.  MANTELL  was  not  aware  that  it  would 
be  done  this  session. 

Mr.  WELD  did  not  at  all  wish  to  press  that. 
It  was  a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with,  which  it 
would  be  unfair  to  try  to  press  before  the  end 
ol  this  session. 

Mr.  HABBISON  made  a  few  remarks  in 
favour  of  the  motion,  which  were  not  distinctly 
audible  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  spoke  in  support  of  the  in- 
dividualization of  Native  title,  and  sumested 
that,  if  the  pre-emption  system,  which  had 
been  worked  well  under  Governor  Fit2ax>y,  were 
at  the  same  time  adopted,  it  would  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  the  colony. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  had  anticipated  much  of 
what  he  should  have  said  on  this  subject. 
He  acknowledged  the  fairness  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Native  Minister  with  refer- 
ence to  the  policy  pursued  by  his  predeoessois. 
The  honourable  member  would  often  have  to 
express  sentiments  in  this  House  in  union  with 
those  of  the  Ministry  against  which  he  ha,d 
voted  on  a  question  of  Native  policy,  for  on 
provincial  matters  he  had  expressed  himself  at 
one  with  them.  He  (Mr.  Richmond)  spoke  in 
no  wrath,  for  he  was  only  too  happy  to  see  the 
honourable  member  occupy  that  seat ;  but  the 
aot  by  which  he  placed  himself  there  vras  one 
which  placed  him  in  an  entirely  false  position, 
as  he  would  in  time  recognise.  The  Govern- 
ment to  which  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  had  had  the 
honour  to  belong  had  always  recognized  and 
acted  on  this  fundamental  principle :  that  they 
could  only  advance  the  colonization  of  the 
country  through  the  civilization  of  the  Natives. 
Whether  looking  at  the  question  as  colonists 
only  occupied  in  getting  rich — a  calumny 
which  he  repudiated — or  from  a  higher  point 
of  view,  as  philanthropists,  and  men  who 
would  have  to  answer  for  these  matters  in 
a  higher  tribunal  than  this  House,  they  had 
always  come  to  one  and  the  same  conclusion. 
But  they  had  been  frustrated  in  their  endea- 
vours to  attain  this  object  by  those  in  whose 
hands  the  ultimate  decision  rested  ;  and  day 
after  day  and  week  after  week  had  they  been 
arraigned  for  a  course  of  policy  which  they  had 
done  their  best  to  resist.  That  was  strictly  the 
case  with  regard  to  this  question  of  individual- 
ization of  Native  title.  They  had  always  re- 
cognized the  great  principle  that  they  must 
first  civilize  the  Natives  if  they  wished  to  ex- 
tend colonization  in  this  colony.  Whenever 
the  House  determined  to  individualize  Native 
title,  whether  tribally,  which  was  only  the  first 
step,  or  strictly  individually,  they  must  then 
come  to  consider,  what  were  they  going  to  do 
with  it.    Bat  that  was  a  secondary  question, 
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whioh  this  regolntion  did  not  ask  them  to 
oonolnde  o^a.  The  House  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  decide  on  the  powers  of  alienation  to 
be  enjoyed  by  xiersons  who  should  have  indi- 
vidoalized  their  titles;  they  must  await  the 
ultimate  judgment  of  the  English  Oovemment, 
for  this  matter  was  locked  up  till  they  heard 
from  Home.  He  believed  they  would  get  that 
answer  shortly  through  a  new  Governor,  and  it 
might  be  possible  in  the  present  session  to  carry 
into  efleot  some  of  those  principles  on  which  he 
believed  they  were  absolutely  agreed .  It  might 
not  be  possible  absolutely  to  legislate  this  ses- 
sion ;  but  one  practical  step  they  might  take 
—  with  regard  to  the  money.  They  had  got 
a  large  fund  applicable  to  the  exUnction  of 
Native  title;  and  he  declared  his  deliberate 
conviction  that  the  best  and,  indeed,  the  only 
road  to  that  result  was  that  pointed  out  by 
the  present  resolution.  He  therefore  invited 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  to  make  a  proposition  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply  on  the  subject  of  funds.  It 
was  strictly  within  the  purpose  of  the  loan 
of  £180,000 ;  and  he  hoped  that,  when  the 
Ministry  brought  down  the  estimates  for  the 
Iiand  Purchase  Department,  they  would  take 
the  opportunity  of  putting  down  some  sum,  to 
be  charged  on  the  £180,000  loan,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  some  steps  for  initiating  the 
mdividualization  of  Native  title. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was  with  feel- 
ings of  sincere  regret  that  he  had  found  the 
Native  Minister  on  this  occasion  had  not  taken 
the  opportunity  to  give  the  House  any  clear 
and  definite  idea  of  the  advice  he  would  tender 
to  the  Governor  on  this  question.  He  had  not 
been  able  to  gather  from  what  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said  anything  more  than 
that  vague  generality  of  agreement  in  opinion 
whioh  had  formed  the  staple  of  every  speech 
made  on  the  Native  question  since  debates  on 
that  subject  first  commenced  in  this  session  ; 
instead  of  which  he  had  hoped  to  hear  some- 
thing which  would  lead  the  House  to  see  the 
distinct  opinions  held  by  the  honotirable  mem- 
ber as  to  the  mode  that  ought  to  be  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  individualizing  Native  title. 
He  had  also  expected  that  some  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  difficulty  raised  by  the 
member  for  Napier  with  respect  to  the  real 
meaning  of  the  letters  from  Tareha  and  Re- 
nata.  Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Native  Ifinister  were  nearly  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  own,  he 
the  more  regretted  that  honourable  member 
bad  not  made  a  clear  and  definite  statement  of 
his  views.  There  was  a  sum  of  £10,000  placed 
on  the  estimates  for  Native  purposes  generally, 
and  a  statement  should  have  been  made  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  appro- 
priate that  sum.  Not  that  he  considered  it  too 
large — indeed,  it  was  a  very  small  sum ;  and 
if  the  Native  Minister  had  come  down  with  a 
larger  proposal,  and  stated  the  object  of  its 
appropriation,  he  would  have  received  the  same 
cordial  support  on  the  part  of  the  House  which 
had  been  promised  to  the  Government  in  every 
diiotusian  that  had  taken  place  on  Native 
Mr.  C.  W.  Biehmonel 


affairs.  If  theyweretomeetto-]ught,in»tUii 
House,  to  finish  o5  the  estimates,  they  woold 
lose  the  last  oppottonit?  of  zeoeiving  a  ttatt- 
ment  of  the  opmions  whioh  the  Native  Minjitet 
entertained. 

Mr.  FOX. — ^The  honourable  member  oodd 
not  have  done  so  on  this  motion  of  a  limitad 
character,  without  being  called  to  order. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  motion  mi 
one  touching  the  root  of  the  Native  qaeitioii, 
and  it  was  a  fine  opportunity  for  theKatitt 
Minister  to  have  informed  the  House  what  hii 
vievra  were  with  respect  to  the  individiult:&- 
tion  of  title,  and  how  he  intended  to  give  efieot 
to  those  views  of  his,  which,  he  (Mr.  Dillon  BeQ) 
believed,  were,  in  point  of  teict,  enlightenei 
Since  the  announcement  of  the  appointmE^af 
Sir  George  Grey  honourable  members  seemed 
ready  to  abandon  their  constitutional  ioiu. 
tion  of  inquiring  what  should  be  done  for  tin 
settlement  of  the  Native  difficulty,  and  to  U 
desirous  of  handing  it  all  over  to  Sir  Geeigi 
Grey.  He  believed  they  would  not  be  perfoim- 
ing  their  duty  unless  they  were  ready  to  Isj 
down  now,  in  the  application  of  the  vaaaej  i> 
he  voted  this  session,  some  definite  line  ol 
policy  on  the  subject  of  the  settlement  of  tin 
Native  title  to  land.  He  was  much  afoid 
there  were  many  persons,  taking  deep  intereit 
in  Native  aSairs  and  possessed  of  s  gntt 
amount  of  information,  who  were  quite  vnng 
in  the  direction  in  whioh  they  proposed  to 
apply  the  means  whioh  the  country  was  taij 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  any  Government 
for  the  settlement  of  the  difficulty  in  vrhidi 
we  had  become  involved.  There  had  alws^ 
existed  a  great  difference  of  opinion  between 
those  taking  most  interest  in  Native  aSainud 
best  qualified  to  advise  on  them,  as  to  the 
policy  that  ought  to  be  pursued  in  the  tzest- 
ment  of  the  present  Native  crisis.  There  «m 
one  class  who  said  it  was  the  dafy  of  the 
Government  to  offer  the  Natives  civil  jostita- 
tions,  law.  Magistrates,  police,  &c.,  and  let  tiie 
land  question  alone — a  policy,  he  must  sappoae, 
which  was  approved  by  the  present  Ministry. 

Mr.  POX  said,  no.  The  present  Mini»tij 
would  advise  that  all  land-purchasing  Ehoald 
cease  for  the  present,  till  such  time  as  Eome 
system  for  effecting  it  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Natives  and  with  the  assistMce 
of  an  authorized  tribunal  of  law  could  be  pro- 
posed ;  but  the  Government  never  tboagbt  of 
putting  aside  the  land  question. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  had  not  supposed  the 
Government  meant  to  put  aside  the  land  qaee- 
tion  entirely;  but  he  had  been  led  to  infer thtt 
the  mind  of  the  Government  was  rather  tend- 
ing  to  the  support  of  that  line  of  opinion  he  hid 
indicated.  The  other  line  of  policy,  advocated 
by  those  equally  well  skilled  in  the  sabjeet, 
was  based  on  the  opinion  that  all  their  Is* 
and  order,  good  government,  and  social  institit- 
tions  were  nothing  if  they  disregarded  the  sb- 
solute  necessity  of  maintaining  the  extouiw 
of  British  territory  and  British  colonization  of 
those  Islands.  It  had,  in  one  instance,  beeo 
well  said  that  the  Natives  had  held  the  (em- 
tory  in  ord^r  to  keep  oat  the  law;  and  ttv 
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Koold  find  their  aoooimt  in  iteadilj  porriiiiig 
that  pnnoiple  in  the  treatment  of  the  Natives : 
that  they  might  have  everything  except  that 
line  of  separation,  that  barrier  which  was  sought 
to  be  set  up  ag&inst  the  spread  of  EngUsh  colo- 
nization. With  respect  to  what  had  just  been 
■tated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei  on  the  course  the  Government  proposed 
with  respect  to  purchase  of  land,  he  feared  the 
Government  would  get  into  a  serious  difficulty ; 
and  he  asked  them  to  give  their  reconsideration 
even  to  that  lesser  form  of  antagonism  to  the 
system  of  land-purchase  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  had  just  laid  down.  He 
believed  they  would  be  getting  into  a  serious 
difficulty  if  they  made  a  definite  statement  to 
the  Natives  that  for  the  present  they  intended 
to  bay  no  more  land.  -  That  policy  might  have 
success  in  the  end,  but  in  the  present  they 
would  find  it  involve  results  of  an  importance 
which  they  might  not  at  this  moment  see. 
Standing  a  few  days  ago  near  to  his  office,  he 
was  accosted  by  some  Hokianga  chiefs,  who 
said,  "We  have  friendly  feelings  to  the  new 
Qovemment ;  but  what  is  this  we  are  told  about 
their  not  buying  any  land  7  We  have  just  been 
to-day  to  the  Land  Purchase  Department,  and 
we  are  told  that  the  Government  do  not  intend 
to  bay  any  land.  What  do  yon  think  about  it?" 
He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  said,  "  Had  not  we  better 
leave  it  alone  for  the  present  ?  There  is  diffi- 
culty in  the  Waikato  and  at  Taranaki,  and 
there  are  a  large  number  of  people  who  say  it 
arises  out  of  buying  land.  Had  not  we  better 
let  it  alone  altogether  ?  "  They  replied, "  What 
is  the  good  of  being  friends  with  you?  We 
have  been  helping  the  Government  all  along, 
and  we  have  tried  everything  we  could  to  main- 
tain peaoe  at  Hokianga :  we  have  sent  back  the 
emissaries  of  Wiremu  Kingi  and  of  the  Waikato 
king,  and  have  stuck  steadily  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  now  we  find  you  refuse  to  carry  out 
tfae  Treaty  of  Waitangi." 

Ur.  MAKTELIi  entered  into  an  explanation 
touching  certain  chiefs,  and  an  advance  of  £700 
on  an  simost-completed  land-purchase  at  Ma- 
hoiangi. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  was  altogether 
a  different  affair. 

Mr.  FOX  then  stated  that  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  had  never  been  authorized 
to  make  any  such  statement ;  or,  if  so,  it  was 
a)to«>?ther  without  the  advice  or  knowledge  of 
the  Ministry. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  heard  that  ex 
planation  with  pleasure.  He  had  only  wished 
to  illustrate  the  danger  that  would  occur  if  the 
opinions  of  the  Government  on  this  point  were 
misapprehended ;  for  in  the  case  to  which  he 
had  referred  there  was  a  strong  feeling  excited 
— "  What  is  the  use  of  our  being  friends  with 
yon  pakehas  ?  "  Nothing  could  tend  more  com- 
pletely to  remove  misapprehension  than  if  the 
Native  Minister  would  make  a  full  explanation 
of  the  views  of  the  Government,  and  of  his  own 
views ;  for  the  Natives  were  disposed  to  place 
personal  confidence  in  that  honourable  gentle- 
mia.  He  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell)  would  tell  that 
h«noiaable  gentleman  of  one  great  thing  he 


thought  might  be  done  with  little  money  and 
in  no  very  long  time.  The  honourable  member 
might  have  had  his  attention  drawn  to  a  series 
of  debates  last  session  on  resolutions  pointing 
especially  to  the  manner  in  which  Native  title 
should  be  ascertained.  It  was  then  stated  by 
more  than  one  honourable  member,  and  he  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  had  himself  stated,  that  there  wm 
no  substantial  difficulty  in  the  way,  with  the 
application  of  a  little  money,  of  obtaLoing  a 
really  reliable  map  of  the  tribal  holdings  of  the 
Natives  in  this  Island.  He  had  himself  been 
appealed  to,  and  had  known  other  persons  of 
the  Native  Department  to  be  appealed  to,  by 
the  Natives  themselves  for  the  tettlement  of 
their  tribal  boundaries ;  and  he  betlieved  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  such  a  plan  as  to  place  before 
the  Government  that  information  which  they 
had  never  yet  had — to  whom  the  land  of  New 
Zealand  belonged.  Having  got  a  map  of  the 
main  tribal  divisions  of  territory,  it  would  be  a 
satisfaction  to  the  Natives  to  find  mapped  out 
their  tribal  boundaries,  and  they  woiud  go  on 
to  the  next  step,  that  of  showing  hapu  boon- 
daries,  till  at  last  they  got  down  to  indrvidnal 
holding  and  right.  But,  speaking  of  indivi- 
dual title  in  the  way  stated  in  the  resolution 
now  before  the  House,  he  thought  they  would 
find  themselves  following  a  will-o'-the-wisp: 
the  title  in  New  Zealand  was  tribal,  and  the 
cases  of  individual  proprietorship  were  rare. 
But,  if  subdivisions  of  tribes  would  come  to  the 
Government  and  ask  to  have  the  partition  made, 
they  should  for  the  present  be  satisfied.  To 
give  confidence  to  the  Natives  in  the  matter  of 
land-purchasing,  it  would  not  be  enough  to  tell 
them  that  the  Government  would  not  buy  any 
land  the  sale  of  which  should  not  have  been 
consented  to  at  a  runanga  of  all  the  ownen, 
and  the  boundaries  publicly  defined 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  in  his  Statement  on  tak- 
ing office  he  had  laid  great  stress  on  indivi- 
dualization of  titles,  especially  with  regard  to 
hapus ;  and  he  had  said  that  land  sales  would 
only  be  stopped  till  a  judicial  tribunal  was  esta- 
blished for  the  settlement  of  boundaries. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  resumed,— Bnt  the 
Native  Minister  had  made  no  such  statement. 
When  the  House  heard  the  Ministerial  State- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
they  accepted  it  as  a  general  indication  of 
his  views;  but  this  House  expected  that  the 
Native  Minister  would  have  come  down  with 
some  specific  and  detailed  declaration  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  proposed  to  carry  out  the 
plans  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FOX  stated  that  the  Native  Minister 
would  make  a  full  statement  on  asking  for  the 
vote. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  was  very  glad 
to  hear  this,  because  on  former  occasions  when 
they  invited  an  opinion  from  the  Native  Minis- 
ter they  had  only  got  vague  generalities.  He 
wanted  his  colleague  to  tell  the  House  fully 
and  frankly  what  advice  he  would  tender  to  the 
new  Governor.  He  had  great  confidence  in  the 
abilities  and  views  on  Native  afiairs  of  the 

i  Native  Minister ;  but  he  should  like  to  hear, 
before  this  Honse  was  pioiogaed,  those  views 
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openly  stated,  so  that  on  a  future  ocoaaion  they 
midtt  see  how  far  the  GoTemment  as  a  body 
had  carried  out  the  policy  so  declared.    His 

Srinoipal  object  in  addressing  the  House,  in- 
eed,  had  been  to  obtain  that  promise  which 
they  had  jnst  received,  in  order  tbat  the  House 
should  learn  from  the  Native  Minister  himself 
the  manner  in  trbich  he  proposed  to  divide  and 
appropriate' the  £10,000,  and  also  which  of  the 
two  opinions  which  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had 
referred  to  that  honourable  gentleman  would 
adopt  as  the  groundwork  of  his  advice  to  the 
coming  Qovemor.  He  should  be  violating  pri- 
vate confidence  if  he  referred  to  the  names  of 
persons,  not  officials,  who  were  thoroughly  com- 
petent to  give  advice  to  the  Governor  on  Native 
affairs  in  that  manner  in  which  they  knew 
advice  always  would  be  given  to  Governors  out- 
side of  the  Responsible  Government,  to  show 
that  that  difference  of  opinion  existed ;  but  it 
did  exist,  and  the  importance  of  the  choice  no 
one  would  underrate.  He  hoped,  then,  that; 
when  the  Native  Minister  came  down  with  the 
statement  now  promised,  he  woald — besides 
stating  to  the  House  the  purposes  forwhich  the 
£10,000  was  to  be  voted,  and  the  control  he 
was  to  exercise  over  it — state  also  to  the  House 
which  of  those  two  alternatives  he  considered 
right  to  pursue  at  the  present  moment  in  the 
advice  he  would  give  Sir  George  Grey — whether 
he  believed  only  in  the  present  application  of 
social  institutions,  and  leaving  alone  or  post- 
poning the  settlement  of  the  land  question ;  or 
whether  he  believed,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
no  civilisation  of  the  Natives,  no  improvement 
of  their  character  and  condition,  no  final  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  of  race,  and  no 
peace  on  a  lasting  basis  would  ever  be  made 
unless  their  policy  was  based  on  resisting  the 
erection  of  a  barrier  between  the  two  races  by 
dosing  the  land  against  the  colonization  of  the 
British  people.  He  would  venture  to  urge  that, 
if  they  postponed  the  lemd  question  in  the 
settlement  of  the  present  crisis,  if  they  en- 
eonraged  the  Natives  to  believe  that  the  policy 
of  the  Government  would  be  based  on  a  refusal 
to  buv  land,  they  would  strengthen  the  hands 
of  those  chiefs  who  were  determined  to  retain 
the  land  to  themselves;  they  would  make  it 
more  difficult  every  day  to  break  through  the 
barrier  they  would  then  have  built  up ;  and, 
after  a  few  years  of  peaceable  govemmRnt  and 
the  granting  of  civil  institutions  to  the  Natives, 
they  would  find  that,  if  they  had  settled  the 
Native  question,  they  had  also  effectually  settled 
the  limits  of  the  English  territory.  The  king 
movement  by  itself  was  a  trifle — it  would  suc- 
onmb  to  good  government  if  there  were  nothing 
behind  it;  it  was  the  Land  League,  and  the 
determination  of  some  to  hold  the  land  of 
others,  that  was  antagonistic  to  peacefal  rela- 
tions between  the  two  races.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  wanted  land  merely  for  the  sake 
of  having  territory  ;  but  to  settle  the  king 
movement  tmd  leave  the  Land  League  behind 
would  be  to  leave  the  germ  of  a  greater  diffi- 
eolty  and  a  greater  crisis  than  they  had  yet 


to  thejKoposal  of  the  hoBooiaUe  menbei  fat 
New  Plymouth  of  dealing  with  the  £180,000 
Land  Fond,  and  strongly  protested  againstiny 
snoh  application  of  that  fond. 

Mr.  OBMOND,  on  being  called  on  to  reply, 
said  the  expression  of  the  House  had  been  so 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  motion  that  that  wss 
no  need  to  reply ;  in  fact,  he  had  nothing  to 
reply  to.  He  thanked  the  Government  for  the 
assurance  they  had  given  of  assistance  in  the 
object  of  the  motion,  and  he  looked  forward  to 
the  statement  they  were  promised  fran  tbs 
Native  Minister. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Hoom 
adjonined  at  seven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  19th  August,  1861. 


Ms.  VFIZBEXBMRT  at  some  length  lefaswd 
Mr.DidonBeU 


Native  Confaranea— Address  to  His  EzeenenCT— 
Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  SaSUan  Bai 
— Oisaased  Cattle  BUI— Nelson  Waste  Landt 
Begulations  Amendment  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Spkakbb  took  the  chair  at  t«o 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

NATIVE  CONFERENCE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBOBNE  GIBBES  asked  ths 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Go- 
vernment have  it  in  contemplation  to  take  anj 
steps  for  the  reassembling  this  year  of  a  con- 
ference of  Native  chiefs  similar  to  that  held  U 
Kohimarama  in  the  course  of  the  last  year? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  the  reply  he 
had  to  give  to  that  question  was  contained  in 
the  following  memorandum  which  he  had  re- 
ceived : — 

"  The  Governor  was  about  to  call  a  DOfflbet 
of  friendly  ehieb  to  meet  him  at  onoe,  and  be 
would  have  called  a  general  conference  as  eooo 
as  it  could  have  been  done  with  safety ;  and  be 
intends  to  bring  his  memorandum,  printed  for 
the  Assembly,  to  the  notice  of  his  successor." 

It  would  be  obviously  impossible  to  come  to 
any  decision  on  the  question  until  the  atmil 
of  Sir  George  Grey. 

ADDRESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCT. 
The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  GIBBES  moved. 
That  the  following  address  to  His  EzceUencj 
be  adopted : — 

May  it  please  toub  Excellehct, — 

We,  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealsol 
desire  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
the  approaching  departure  of  yoox  ExcelUmoy 
from  this  colony  to  offer  to  your  Exeelleaey 
the  expression  of  the  cordial  respect  and  estsam 
with  which  your  Excellency  has  inspired  Qs 
during  the  period  of  six  yean  in  wluch  yoa 
have  held  the  reins  of  government. 

Feeling  that  the  difficulties  irith  wbioh 
yonr  ExoeUenoy  has  had  to  oontend  have  bsan 
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of  a  ohaiaeter  petbap*  mMqnalled  in  oalonial 
records,  we  are  oonTinoed  that,  should  yonx 
moeessor  be  enabled  to  cany  out  the  pacifi- 
cation of  this  colony,  no  person  will  rejoioe 
in  the  snocessfnl  issue  of  his  exertions  more 
heartily  tiian  yonr  Excellency ;  and,  while  we 
hope  that  your  Excellency  will  entertain  a 
kindly  remembrance  of  the  country  over  which 
yon  have  so  long  ruled,  we  pray  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  assured  of  the  warm  senti- 
ments of  regard  and  interest  with  which  we 
shall  always  look  back  upon  your  past,  and 
forward  to  yonr  future,  oareer. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  NAVAL  AND  MILITABY 
SETTLERS  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  agreed.  That  the  Hawke's  Bay  Naval 
and  Military  Settlers  Bill  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Hon. 
Major  Richmond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Outfield,  the 
Hon.  Vi.  Tancred,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Bussell, 
and  the  mover. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  Diseased  Cattle  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
Conncil,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  Major  Richmond,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Kussell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  and  the  Hon.  Sir  Osborne 
Gibbes. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations 
Amendment  Bill  was  considered  in  Commit- 
tee and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Conncil  then  adjourned. 


LEGISIiATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuetday,  SOth  August,  1861. 


Tblra  BaadlBS— First  Headings— Aaekland  Bepre- 
Mntetion  Bill  —  PensionerB'  Olklms  Bill— Mea- 
ns* trom  His  Ezcellenoy— Otuo  and  Southland 
Pnblic  Debt  Apportionment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spzaxzb  took  tha  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

PB1.T2BS. 

THIRD  BEADINa. 
Balseavis  Remission  Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Official  Administrators  Bill,  Provincial  Audit 
Bill  (No.  2),  Public  Debt  Apportioimient  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill. 

AUCKLAND  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Representation  Bill  was  read 
aieoond  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and 
npoited  to  the  Coonoil  without  amendment. 


PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 
The  Fensiotteis'  Claims  Bill  was  read  a. 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Kenny,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the 
Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Tancred. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  annoimced  the 
arrival  of  a  message  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  informing  the  Conncil  that  he  had 
assented  to  the  following  Bills  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty : — 

"  The  Ctonmissioners'  Powers  Act,  1861." 

"  The  Oanterbnxy  and  Otago  Boundary  Aot, 
1861." 

"  Advances  to  Agents  Act,  1861." 

"  The  Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance 
Amendment  Act,  1861." 

"l%e  Resident  Magistrates  Ordinance 
Amendment  Act,  1881." 

"The  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  (Marl- 
borough) Act,  1861." 

"  The  Naturalization  Act,  1861." 

"The  Imprisonment  for  Debt  Oidinanoe 
Amendment  Act,  1861." 

"  The  New  Zealand  Bank  Act,  1861." 

"  The  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  Act,  1861." 

"  The  Jury  Ordinance  Amendment  Act, 
1861." 

"  The  New  Zealand  Company's  Land  Claim- 
ants Ordinance  Amendment  Act,  1861." 

<■  The  Dun  Mountain  Railway  Act,  1861." 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTflLAND  PUBLIC  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  Otago  and  Southland  Public  Debt 
Apportionment  Bill  was  read  a  seoond  time, 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
^ounoil  with  amendments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tutsday,  20th  August,  1861. 


Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  Extension  Bill— First 
Beadings— WellinRton  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt 
Apportionment  BUI— Leave  of  Absence— Select 
Committee  —  Amendments  by  the  Legislative 
Council— Provincial  Aadit  BUI  (No.  2)- Publio 
Debt  Apportionment  Act  1858  Amendment  Bill 
— Beoond  Beading— Fnblin  Expenditure  Control 
Bill  (No.  2).        . 

Mr.  Spkakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PUAYZBS. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  ACT  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  like  to  know  the 
exact  position  of  this  Bill  before  the  business 
of  the  day  was  gone  on  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  explained  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  had  ac- 
cepted the  offer  made  by  the  Premier — that 
during  the  recess  the  Ctovemment  would  con- 
sider the  question,  and  be  prepared  to  legislate 
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on  it  next  session — with  this  proviso :  that  no 
paxt'Of  the  160,000  acres  of  land  in  the  hands 
of  the  General  Government  should  be  given 
to  the  provincial  authorities  until  the  question 
had  been  so  dealt  with.  The  exsMst  position  of 
the  Bill  was,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  con- 
sidered on  a  future  day,  but  it  had  not  been 
formally  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FOX  said,  as  he  saw  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  was  present,  he  might 
now  explain  what  he  had  not  already  done.  On 
the  occasion  when  that  honourable  gentleman 
made  the  statement  that  he  would  take  no 
further  action  in  the  matter  provided  that  the 
Government  undertook  not  to  hand  over  the 
land  in  its  possession  to  the  provincial  autho- 
rities, he  (Mr,  Fox)  did  not  make  any  reply; 
but  he  subsequently  met  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  told  him  that  ha  was  not  to  inter- 
pret his  silence  into  assent,  at  the  same  timt 
intimating  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  give 
him  an  answer  after  consultation  with  his  col- 
leagues. His  answer  now  was,  that  he  would 
not  promise  to  lock  up  so  large  a  tract  of  land 
from  colonization  for  twelve  months.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  possible  the  Government 
would  not  hand  it  over. 

PIEST  READINGS. 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill  (No.  2), 
E  ections  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

WELLINGTON  AND  HAWKE'S  BAY  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  ORMOND  moved_  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  apportion  the  permanent  debt  of  the 
Province  of  Wdlington  between  the  Provinces 
of  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON  opposed  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  on  the  grounds  that  three  Wel- 
lington members  had  left- the  House  under- 
standing that  no  measure  on  this  subject  would 
be  introduced  this  session,  and  that  the  House 
should  not  force  an  arbitration  till  the  principles 
on  which  arbitration  should  be  based  had  been 
settled  and  agreed  to  by  both  provinces. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  trusted  the 
House  would  not  refuse  the  common  courtesy 
of  granting  leave  to  bring  in  this  Bill.  He 
urged  the  erent  necessity  there  was  for  a  speedy 
settlement  of  the  questions  in  dispute  between 
the  Provinces  of  Wel^nRton  and  Hawke's  Bay. 
These  questions  were  three:  First,  what  wat: 
the  amount  of  the  debt  at  the  time  of  separa- 
tion; loans  to« the  amount  of  £100,000  having 
been  raised  by  Wellington,  but  only  £75,000  of 
which  had  come  into  the  provincial  chest  be- 
fore separation.  Secondly,  whether  a  particular 
loan  of  £50,000,  negotiated  by  the  Union  Bank 
of  Austrsklia,  was  to  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  permanent  debt  of  the  original  province  for 
the  purpose  of  apportionment.  Thirdly,  whe- 
ther, in  terms  of  the  Act,  apportionment 
should  commence  at  the  1st  November,  1858, 
the  date  of  separation,  or  at  the  1st  July,  1859, 
the  commencement  of  a  new  financial  year  of 
the  General  Government. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  repUed  to  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth. 
Ur.  8p»ak4r 


He  opposed  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  on  the 
grounds  mentioned  by  the  bonooiable  memtet 
for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston),  and  suggested 
the  following  course  :  that  there  should  be  lud 
before  the  House,  either  before  the  close  of  the 
session  or  at  the  commencement  of  the  next, 
printed  statements  of  their  case  by  the  Sapet- 
mtendents  of  both  provinces.  Inthemeanbme 
the  question  should  be  specially  brought  osdet 
the  notice  of  the  respective  Provincial  Qonncilt 
with  a  view  of  agreeing  upon  a  basis  for  le- 
ference  to  arbitrators.  Failing  this  agreement, 
the  House,  being  then  possessed  of  soffieiat 
information,  should  step  in  and  settle  the 
question  itself ;  but  at  present  it  was  prematnie 
for  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  COLENSO  denied  that  there  had  bees 
any  understanding  that  no  measure  on  this 
subject  would  be  introduced  this  session,  tod 
suggested  that  his  presence  there,  instead  si 
the  first  elected  member  for  Napier,  mis  » 
sufficient  declaration  that  means  would  be 
taken  for  settling  this  question.  He  niged  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion on  equitable  principles,  and  replied  to 
various  points  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
bers for  Wellington.  He  could  not  see  that 
any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  eigain  re- 
ferring the  matter  to  the  Provincial  Conncils. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  supported  the  intio- 
duction  of  the  Bill.  He  should  oppose  my 
compulsory  arbitration  between  the  two  m- 
vinces,  but  he  could  see  no  objection  to  a  Bill 
giving  power  to  the  Superintendents  to  appoint 
Sbrbitrators.  If  they  could  not  agree  to  do  this, 
it  should  be  compulsory  for  them  next  session 
to  lay  statements  on  the  table,  as  suggested 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  (Mi. 
Pitzherbert),  and  the  House  should  then  lose 
no  time  in  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  enforce 
a  settlement. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  spoke  at  some  lengft  is 
reply  to  arguments  nsed  by  the  hononmhle 
members  for  Wellington  and  the  Hutt  He 
repudiated  the  idea  of  any  such  understanding 
as  that  which  had  just  been  stated  having  been 
come  to.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  himself  ex- 
pressly brought  this  question  before  the  notice 
of  the  Government  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
as  one  that  must  be  settled  this  session.  So 
frequent  were  the  attempts  made  by  &  fe» 
honourable  members  to  bind  the  House  by  est- 
of-doors  understandings  of  their  own,  tb&t  be 
declared  he  would  never  again  become  a  part; 
to  any  understanding  whatever.  He  urged 
upon  the  General  Government  the  necessity  of 
at  once  settling  this  question  in  dispute,  asldng 
them  whence  they  would  otherwise  obtain  ths 
funds  with  which  to  pay  oS  the  interest  of  the 
debt  unless  they  left  Wellington  to  find  them 
entirely,  which  he  did  not  suppose  the  Gcvetn- 
ment  would  do.  There  was  no  reason  why  this 
question  should  not  be  settled  now,  as  it  was 
not  a  new  question,  but  one  that  had  been 
prominently  before  those  members  most  in- 
terested in  it  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  and 
the  respective  Superintendents  of  Wellington 
and  Hawke's  Bay  had  been  informed  that  ths 
question  would  be  submitted  for  the  decision  of 
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the  liegialataie  this  session.  He  could  see  no 
object  to  be  gained  by  referring  the  matter 
back  to  the  Provincial  Councils  of  Wellington 
and  Hawke's  Bay,  who  would  pass  resolutions 
atterly  itreconcileable.  All  they  could  possibly 
agree  upon  would  be  to  refer  the  matter  to 
arbitration,  as  this  House  could  do.  .  But  such 
arbitration  must  be  founded  on  the  amonnt  of 
the  debt  on  the  1st  November,  1858.  To  delay 
the  settlement  would  only  be  the  source  of  con- 
tinued irritation  between  the  two  provinces, 
and  of  much  embarrassment  to  the  General 
Government.  He  therefore  trusted  the  House 
wonld  assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
jonined  till  to-morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  ac- 
cordingly. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  waa  granted  to  Mr.  Butler 
fox  the  zemaindei  of  the  session. 

SELECT   COMMITTEB. 
Pbitaxb    Gbietasces. — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JOLLIE,  the  amended  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Qrievances  on  the  petition 
of  L.  A.  MoCaskill  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Conncil  in  the  following  Bills  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House :  Law  Frtustitioners 
Bill,  Lost  Land -orders  Bill,  Begistiation  of 
Electors  Act  1858  Amendment  Bill. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  report  of  the  Comnuttee  ot  the  whole 
House  en  the  Provincial  Auait  Bill  (No.  2)  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  DEBT  APPORTIONMENT  ACT 
1858  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE  CONTROL  BILL 

(No.  2). 
Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  observations 
he  had  made  on  introducing  it  precluded  the 
necessity  of  occupying  the  House  at  any  length 
now.  As  he  had  already  stated,  the  most  per- 
fect way  of  accomplishing  the  intended  object 
would  have  been  to  have  made  an  entire  separa- 
tion between  the  receipt  and  pay  departments, 
appointing  receivers  and  sub-receivers.  At  first 
it  had  appeared  to  him  that  such  offices  might 
be  constitnted  and  held  for  some  time  by  the 
Treasnrers,  with  a  view  to  future  separation ; 
but  he  saw  that  that  would  be  objected  to  as 
ptopodng  am  addition  to  the  already  enoimon* 


staS  of  officials,  and  would  also  cause  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  by  necessitating  the  taking  of  fresh 
securities  from  the  officers  appointed  to  hold 
the  receiverships ;  so  that  he  thought  it  better 
to  let  such  provisions  stand  over  for  the  present. 
It  had  been  suggested  by  the  Auditor-General 
that  the  Bill  might  be  made  more  effective  by 
making  a  bank  a  guojt-receiver — that  is,  requir- 
ing all  the  collectors  ot  revenue  to  pay  over  their 
collections  to  the  bank,  and  prohibit  the  btuxk 
from  paying  over  any  money  to  the  Treasurer 
except  under  transfer  warrants  such  as  ap- 
pointed by  this  Bill.  But,  not  having  a  Govern- 
ment bank  here,  like  the  Bank  of  England,  it 
was  objectionable  to  make  the  bank  a  Govern- 
ment officer  by  casting  these  functions  upon  it,  or 
else,  no  doubt,  the  measure  wonld  have  been 
made  more  perfect.  Still,  though  falling  some- 
what short  of  that,  it  was  a  step  in  advance. 
With  regard  to  the  power  of  remitting  a  penalty, 
by  which  the  honourable  member  at  the  bead 
of  the  Government  had  said  it  was  intended  to 
impose  a  condition  which  would  bear  hard  on 
the  provinces  and  be  but  a  mockery  to  the 
General  Government,  there  might  be  something 
in  that,  and  he  should  propose  in  Committee  to 
amend  that  clause  relating  to  the  penalty  by 
assimilating  it  to  the  clauses  in  the  Paper  Cur- 
rency Ordinance — that  is,  that  the  £100  should 
be  paid  to  any  one  who  should  sue  for  it ;  thna 
putting  it  beyond  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
remit  the  penalty.  The  provisions  of  this  Bill 
were  in  some  respects  similar  to  those  of  that 
ordinance,  allowmg  no  discretion  of  transfer- 
ence from  the  receipt  to  the  pay  account. 
They  intended  to  make  it  impossible  for  ttie 
Treasurer  to  touch  unappropriated  money ;  and 
there  could  therefore  be  no  objection  to  ma.1ring 
stringent  provisions.  What  latitude  was  ne- 
cessary they  could  give  in  their  Appropriation 
Acts.  By  the  2nd  section  the  land  revenue 
was  made  receivable  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer ; 
but  this  was  explained  by  the  11th  section,  by 
which  the  receivers  of  land  revenue  were  to  a 
certain  extent  identified  with  the  Colonial 
Treasury.  He  was  not  proposing  in  any  way 
to  supersede  existing  arrangements,  midet 
which  separate  receivers  were  appointed  for  the 
different  provinces;  and  standing  instructions 
would  be  sent  to  them  under  this  Act  preoisely 
similar  to  those  under  which  they  were  now 
acting,  paying  over  the  receipts  to  the  Provin- 
cial Treasurer.  The  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution Act  respecting  the  signature  of  excise 
warrtaits  by  the  Government  would  not  apply 
to  the  transfer  warrants  appointed  by  this  Act. 
In  the  case  of  the  provinces,  the  practice  of  the 
Constitution  Act  with  reference  to  pay  warrants 
was  retained  to  apply  to  the  transfer  orders, 
which  must  be  signed  by  the  Superintendent. 
This  measure  was,  perhaps,  less  stringent  than 
some  would  like,  and  others  would  think  it  too 
stringent.  He  was  content  at  present  with  a 
measure  that  limited  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment in  its  expenditure  to  the  gross  amount  of 
appropriation  for  the  year,  hoping  at  some 
future  time  to  limit  more  exactly  the  functions 
of  the  Executives  with  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money. 
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Hr.  WOOD  said  that  he  certainly  had  ex- 
pected to  hear  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  a  more  dettuled  state- 
ment M  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  sup- 
posed this  Bill  would  operate,  and  that  some 
reason  would  have  been  given  for  the  necessity 
of  its  introduction  so  immediately  after  the 
Bills  which  had  been  introduced  by  his  honour- 
able friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and 
which  for  so  long  a  time  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  House.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  at  once  that  he  thought  that  those 
Audit  Bills — the  one  that  had  been  passed  by 
the  House  relating  to  Provincial  Governments, 
and  the  Audit  Amendment  Act,  which  was  now 
before  the  House,  relating  to  the  General 
Government — went  quite  as  far  as  this  House 
oould  be  justified  in  going  at  the  present  time 
in  the  way  of  preventing  the  illegal  esnnendi- 
ture  of  public  money  by  the  Executive  officers, 
whether  general  or  provincial,  of  this  colony. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  time  enongh  to 
impose  further  restrictions  when  it  was  found 
by  experience  that  the  measures  introduced  by 
the  present  Government  had  failed  in  imposing 
a  check  on  the  evils  which  all  admit,  and  to 
which,  no  doubt,  a  remedy  must  be  applied. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  discussions  in 
this  House  he  had  been  afraid  of  too  much, 
rather  than  of  too  little,  legislation  on  this  ques- 
tion. There  were  two  extremes,  each  of  which 
it  was  equally  necessary  to  avoid.  There  was 
the  extreme  of  laxity,  with  which  all  were  well 
enough  acquainted  —  that  extreme  which  did 
not  restrain  a  Superintendent,  if  he  should  so 
think  fit,  or  a  Colonial  Treasurer,  if  he  should 
80  think  fit — as  Superintendents  and  Colonial 
Tieasoiem  have  thought  fit — to  expend  public 
money  contrary  to  law.  There  was  also  the 
other  extreme,  with  which  we  were  not  so  well 
acquainted,  of  tying  the  hands  and  fettering 
the  reasonable  discretion  of  Executive  officers 
to  such  a  degree  as  completely  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  carrying  on  the  government  of 
the  country.  In  his  opinion,  the  tendency  of 
this  measure  was  to  that  extreme.  The  Bill 
before  the  House  constituted  a  very  unneces- 
sary and  complex  machinery  to  effect  the  pur- 
pose which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in 
view — a  machinery,  in  fact,  that  would  alter 
and  very  materially  modify  aoA  disarrange  the 
-whole  of  the  present  system  of  keeping  the 
public  accounts  both  of  the  General  and  Pro- 
vincial Governments.  As  far  as  regarded  the 
Provincial  Governments,  he  thought  that  it 
was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  that  House  to  inter- 
fere with  their  accounts,  but  to  leave  all  such 
matters  of  detail  to  them  to  arrange  for  them- 
selves. This  House  had  already  legislated  so 
as  to  secure  for  those  Governments  a  proper 
system  of  audit,  and  to  enable  them  very  fully 
to  restrain  Superintendents  from  exceeding 
their  appropriations;  and  he  thought  that  it 
was  neither  wise  nor  judicious  for  this  Legisla- 
ture to  interfere  further  with  those  Govern- 
ments. With  regard  to  its  effect  on  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  bis  only  objection  was  to  the 
alteration  which  it  would  necessarily  cause  in 
the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts.    As 


far  as  he  waa  concerned,  he  should  oler  no 
opposition  whatever  to  any  restrictions  vhidi 
the  House  thought  it  right  to  impose  upon  the 
Government  to  which  he  belonged.  He  bird  no 
desire  to  expend  public  money  contrary  to  law, 
and  had  no  objection  to  any  measures  which 
might  be  devised  effectually  to  prevent  him.  If 
it  was  the  desire,  therefore,  of  the  House  to  do 
nothing  more  than  iinpose  further  restrictiaiii, 
there  was  a  very  simple  way  of  doing  it,  with- 
out interfering  vrith  the  existing  arrangements 
with  reference  to  the  public  accounts,  ind 
without  creating  all  the  complex  machinei;  d 
this  Bill.  The  really  effective  clause  of  thii 
Bill  was  the  14th,  which  was  as  follows:  "  Evaj 
person  who  shall  wilfully  do  or  omit  any  set  at 
thing  whatsoever  contrary  to  the  provisions  A 
this  Act,  or  who  shall  wilfully  falsify  any  aoooimt 
directed  to  be  kept  under  this  Act,  sbsll  fat 
every  such  offence  forfeit  suid  pay  any  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
in  a  summary  way."  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  the  object  and  intention  of  his  mo- 
sure  was  to  prevent  excessive  expenditure  ors 
appropriation.  If  that  were  so,  how  very  sinplt 
it  would  be  to  introduce  a  measure  of  a  couple 
of  clauses,  one  clause  rendering  it  illegal  on  the 
part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  expend  u; 
greater  sum  within  any  given  financial  period 
than  this  House  had  Voted  for  that  period,  ind 
another  clause  of  a  character  similar  to  the  one 
he  had  read,  rendering  him  liable  to  a  penalt; 
for  disobedience  I  He  had,  then,  two  objeetiaiit 
to  this  Bill—the  first,  that  it  was  an  altogether 
unnecessary  interference  with  ProvinoiiJ  Oo- 
vemments  ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  created  s 
machinery  complex  and  unnecessary  to  to- 
complish  that  object,  which  cx>uld  be  attuned 
in  an  easy  and  simple  manner.  He  mond, 
therefore,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  qoettioD 
be  amended  by  the  omission  of  the  word  "now," 
with  a  view  to  insert  "  this  day  six  months"  tt 
the  end  thereof. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  the  acgumant  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  based  on  this  fallai?: 
the  assumption  that  Provincial  Councils  wodld 
always  be  prepared  to  do  their  duty.  Power 
might  be  given  them,  but  they  could  not  bi 
forced  to  act  on  that  power;  and,  unless  the 
House  had  some  kind  of  security  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  would  do  their  duty,  the 
House  was  bound  to  do  it  for  them  as  far  st  in 
it  lay. 

Mr.  FOX  said  there  was  something  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  positive  indecency  in  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  cominj 
forward  to  apply  these  stringent  measorss  to 
his  successors.  Never  was  uiere  a  Treasnia 
that  took  such  liberties,  short  of  crimiualitjr, 
with  the  public  money  committed  to  hischsige 
as  that  honourable  member  had  done ;  and  yet 
no  sooner  was  he  out  of  office  than  he  cune 
forward  with  a  number  of  stringent  measoiee 
to  prevent  Executive  Governments  from  spend- 
ing one  single  sixpence  beyond  the  appropria- 
tion law  of  the  period.  What  waa  the  emer- 
gency that  required  this  legislation  ?  They 
had  already — this  very  day — passed  a  Bill  pro- 
viding stringent  regulations  for  the  audit  of 
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prarincwl  aecQunts,  and,  as  the  honourable 
membei  knew,  there  was  another  Bill  applying 
the  same  regulations  to  the  General  Oovem- 
ment.  This  proposed  measure  did  very  little 
more  than  the  measure  of  the  Oovemment; 
bat  did  it  in  a  most  obnoxioug  manner,  that 
most  cripple  the  Treasurers  from  one  end  of 
ti>e  oonntey  to  the  other,  and  would  require 
the  employment  of  aa  inunense  amount  of 
eleiks  to  do  unnecessary  work.  Ha  had  been 
informed  that  in  the  Oeneral  Oovemment  two 
or  three  clerks  would  have  to  be  appointed  at 
once.  The  endless  confusion  that  would  be 
caosed  by  this  measure  would  pave  a  ready 
way  for  rogues  to  take  advantage  of  it.  This 
measure  provided  nq  greater  check  than  the 
Bill  just  passed.  It  amounted  simply  to  this : 
that  no  money  should  be  expended  beyond 
what  was  appropriated  under  a  penalty  of 
JBIOO.  And  here  he  thought  he  saw  tne  honour- 
able gentleman's  cunning.  The  House  had 
mndified  Ute  original  stringency  of  the  Go- 
vernment Bill  by  only  allowing  the  Superin- 
tendent to  be  prosecuted  on  the  requisition 
of  a  majority  of  three-fifths  of  the  Council ; 
but  the  honourable  member  by  this  Bill 
eliminated  that  saf^uard,  and  would  allow 
any  person  that  liked  to  sue  for  the  £100 
penalty.  It  was  simply  an  evasion  of  the  law 
jnst  passed.  He  should  support  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague ;  and  cautioned  the 
House  against  dealing  with  a  large  question 
of  this  kmd  within  the  last  five  or  six  days  of 
the  session.  li  this  became  law  it  would  put 
the  whole  of  the  pecuniary  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  colony  to  a  test  so  severe  as  might 
impede  the  government  of  the  colony  and 
break  it  down  altogether.  He  trusted  the 
Hoose  would  have  too  much  common-sense  to 
allow  such  a  measure  as  this  to  be  thrust  down 
its  throat,  or,  if  they  would  make  these  sweep- 
ing alterations,  would  take  more  time  to  con- 
lider  it,  and  do  it  in  a  fuller  House.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  agree  to  the  amendment 
that  the  Bill  be  read  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  trusted  the  House  would 
tske  an  exactly  opposite  course.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  why  the  House  was  not  able 
now  to  consider  a  subject  that  bad  been  con- 
stantly discussed  in  the  Press  of  the  oolony  for 
some  months.  The  honourable  member  had 
made  a  charge  of  indelicacy  against  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  and  sought  to 
show  that,  being  out  of  office,  he  had  done  what 
he  would  not  have  done  whilst  in  office.  What, 
then,  was  the  moaning  of  the  two  Bills  brought 
down  by  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth while  in*  office,  both  of  which  were 
much  more  stringent  than  the  present  Bill  or 
the  Audit  Bill  just  passed,  and  which  were 
announced  in  the  Governor's  Speech  as  funda- 
mentally necessary 'measures  to  be  passed  this 
session?  The  large  amounts  of  money  that 
had  been  spent  without  the  authority  of  law 
and  against  the  protests  of  Provincial  Coun- 
cils and  of  the  public  Press  were  sufficient  to 
warrant  action ;  and,  instead  of  being  hasty, 
their  action  on  what  public  opinion  had  long 
declared  ought  to  be   done   had  been  most 


dilatory.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Victorian 
Parliament  was  to  pass  Bills  analogous  to 
these,  but  much  more  strict,  for  they  com- 
pletely carried  out  the  English  form,  and  ap- 
pointed a  Comptroller  of  the  Exchequer,  irre- 
movable by  and  independent  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  day.  Yet  now,  at  the  end  of  eight  years, 
they  were  accused  of  indecency  and  haste  for 
doing,  not  so  stringently,  what  the  Legislature 
of  a  neighbouring  colony  had  done  in  the  first 
weeks  of  its  existence.  The  preseqt  necessity 
of  these  Bills  arose  from  the  inability  of  the 
Legislatures  to  control  Ihe  purse-strings  of 
the  colony ;  and  without  that  power  real  con- 
stitutional liberty  would  never  occupy  that 
position  which  those  who  believed  in  it  desired 
it  should  occupy. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  suggested  to  the 
Speaker  that  this  Bill  should  not  be  allowed  to 
proceed,  being  of  the  same  nature  as  the  Bill 
already  passed,  and  its  sister  Bill,  called  Audit 
Bills,  but  being  in  reality  Control  Bills. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  objection  should  have 
been  taken  sooner.  The  second  reading  being 
ordered,  he  could  not,-  on  a  point  of  order, 
arrest  its  further  progress. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  it  was  impossible 
to  take  objection  before,  as  they  would  not 
have  been  aware  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  fairly  to  be  inferred  from  the  title,  "  A  Bill 
to  restrain  the  Expenditure  of  Public  Money 
without  Legal  Appropriation,"  and  he  adhered 
to  his  former  rulmg. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  argued  at  some  length 
that  the  Bills  were  the  same  in  principle,  but 
di^erent  in  detail ;  the  present  Bill,  by  com- 
plex arrangements  and  creation  of  iteah  offices, 
only  arriving  at  the  identical  result  attained 
by  the  Bill  already  passed.  Its  complex  re- 
gulations were  such  as  would  more  fitly  be  laid 
down  by  an  Executive  than  embodied  in  a  law. 
He  submitted  that  it  was  only  to-day  that  the 
similar  Bill  to  which  he  referred  had  passed 
this  House;  and  therefore  this  was  the  first 
opportunity  any  honourable  member  could  have 
of  raising  a  technical  objection.  [Having  re- 
quested the  Speaker  to  take  the  point  into  his 
consideration,  he  went  into  details  of  illegal 
expenditure  by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer.] 

The  debate  continued. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitteid  do  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Aybs,  16. 
Atkinson  O'Neill  Weld 

Cookson  Bichmond,A.J.Wells 

Curtis  Richmond,]'.  0.  Wilson. 

Firth  Rowley 

Hall  RusseU  Teller. 

Jollie  Stafford  Biohmon4,0.W. 

Nobs,  18. 
Bell  Mason  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Colenso  Munro,  3.  Ward 

Domett  Ormond  Williamson 

Featherston      O'Rorka  Wood. 

Fitzherbert       Renall  Teller. 

Graham,  Or.      Taylor,  0.  }.     Fox. 
ManteU 
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Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  House  adjoomed  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  gist  August,  1S61. 


Nelson  and  Marlborough  Debt— Lectures  on  Maori 
Cnstom— Inspector  of  Public  Works— General 
Assembly— Chaige  asainst  Mr.  C.  W.  Bicbmonit 
— Oanterbory  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill  (No.  8)— 
Wellington  and  Bawke's  Bay  Deot  Apportion- 
ment Bill— Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeaexb  took  the  chair  at  fire  o'clock. 
Pbayebs, 

KELSON  AND  MABLBOROUGH  DEBT. 
Mr.  DOMETT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
When  the  OoTemment  intended  to  refund  to 
the  Province  of  Nelson,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Province  of  Marlborough,  the  proportion 
due  by  the  latter  province  since  its  formation, 
under  the  15th  section  of  the  New  Provinces 
Act,  towtbrds  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
the  general  debt  of  the  original  province  ? 

Mr.  WOOD  replied  that  as  soon  as  the  ac- 
count was  adjusted  the  debt  would  be  paid. 

LECTURES  ON  MAORI  CUSTOM. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  QRAHAM,  seconded 
by  Mr.  FIRTH,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted :  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  two 
lectures  delivered  by  Mr.  J.  White  in  the  Me- 
chanics' Institute,  Auckland,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  members.  Subject,  "  Maori  Chiefs  and 
People — their  Influence  or  Mana." 

The  manuscript  was  laid  on  the  table. 

INSPECTOR  OP  PUBLIC  WORKS. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  the  following 
returns :  A  return  of  all  the  subjects  on  which 
Colonel  Mould  had  been  consulted,  or  bad 
given  advice  to  the  Governor,  or  to  any  member 
of  the  General  Government,  or  of  any  Pro- 
vincial Government,  previous  to  his  appoint- 
ment as  Inspector  of  Public  Works;  also,  a 
return  of  aJl  matters  which  have  been  referred 
to  Colonel  Mould,  or  on  which  he  has  been 
officially  consulted,  since  his  appointment  as 
Inspector  of  Public  Works;  also,  a  return  of 
the  several  works  and  surveys  which  he  has 
direoted,  together  with  the  amount  expended 
or  authorized  on  each ;  also,  a  return  of  the 
various  journeys  which  Colonel  Mould  has  un- 
dertaken on  Uie  public  service,  showing  the 
number  of  days  in  which  he  was  so  employed, 
and  the  estimated  number  of  miles  travelled ; 
also,  a  return  of  the  various  provincial  public 
.  works  which  have  been  submitted  for  his 
opinion,  distinguishing  the  provinces  to  which 
they  may  relate.  In  moving  for  these  returns 
he  merely  wished  to  show  that  the  services 
rendered  to  the  colony  by  Colonel  Mould  had 
neither  been  few  nor  unimportant,  and  that 
these  services   had  not  by  any  means    been 


unduly  paid.  He  had  been  led  to  do  tida  by 
observing  that  the  salary  for  the  Inspectoc  of 
Public  Works  had  been  omitted  from  the  esti- 
mates. He  did  not  complain  of  that.  The  Go- 
vernment had  a  right  to  exercise  a  discretian 
in  the  matter,  as  the  late  Government  had 
used  their  discretion  in  making  the  appoint- 
ment ;  but  he  thought  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment could  not  long  want  the  assistance 
of  such  an  officer.  It  was  true  the  Genera! 
Govenmient  was  not  charged  with  carrying  out 
great  public  works ;  but  there  were  worlo,  es- 
pecially those  in  which  the  Natives  were  inter- 
ested, where  an  Inspector  of  Public  Wo^ 
would  be  reqiiired.  He  alluded  to  the  work 
now  going  forward  at  Orakei  Creek  as  cme  of 
these,  and  said  that,  although  he  by  no  meani 
considered  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  titst 
creek  the  best  outlay  that  could  have  been 
made  of  the  money,  yet,  a  pledge  having  bem 
made  to  the  Natives  that  it  should  be  dcoe, 
and  which  promise  they  had  insi^fod  on  being 
fulfilled,  he  felt  constrained  to  sanction  the  ex- 
penditure for  that  purpose.  But  the  Genenl 
Government  might  also  be  of  great  service  to 
the  provinces  in  assisting  thorn  to  carry  ont 
their  public  works  by  having  a  consulting  engi- 
neer, whose  decision  would  be  wholly  nninHn- 
enced  by  party  feeling.  Such  a  case  existed 
in  the  Province  of  Auckland.  He  referred  to 
the  party  feeling  at  Onehunga  on  the  subject 
of  the  improvement  of  the  Mannkao  generally, 
which  made  it  very  desirable  that  some  impar- 
tial referee  should  be  consulted  as  to  the  plans 
to  be  adopted  that  would  best  conduce  to  the 
public  good.  It  might  possibly  be  supposed  by 
the  Government  tatk  the  employment  of  an 
engineer  by  the  job  would  be  the  cheapest;  bat 
the  experience  of  the  late  Ok>venunent  had 
been  of  an  opposite  character. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  seconded  the  m(Aioo. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  not 
ofier  any  obstruction  to  the  furnishing  of  these 
returns.  He  woiUd  also  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  fully  sensible  of  the  valuable  let- 
vices  rendered  to  the  colony  by  Colonel  Mould 
as  Inspector  of  Public  Works;  and  he  had 
abundant  evidence  in  his  office  of  the  zeal  uid 
intelligence  he  had  bestowed  on  the  fuMlment 
of  his  duties.  Colonel  Mould  possessed  talents 
which  eminently  fitted  him  for  such  an  office ; 
and  in  discontinuing  the  office  the  Government 
were  actuated  by  no  motives  but  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  economize  the  finances  of  the  colony  at 
the  present  time.  On  mature  consideration  titey 
felt  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  public  ynakt 
such  an  office  was  not  absolutely  necessary ;  but 
if  events  proved  that  they  vitxe  mistaken,  there 
would  always  be  an  opportunity  for  reviving 
the  office  by  the  appointment  of  that  officer,  or 
some  gentleman  equally  qualified  to  dischvge 
its  duties.  At  the  same  time  he  did  not  think 
that  the  office  would  be  best  filled  by  a  genUe- 
man  holding  a  high  military  post,  requiring 
constant  residence  at  head-quarters ;  for  great 
public  works  might  be  going  forward  eitto  in 
Canterbury,  Otaigo,  Stewart  Island,  or  even  in 
the  Chatham  Inlands,  which  would  require  his 
personal  superintendence,  as  well  as  witiiin 
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Sw  milM  of  AneUaad.    But  the  QoTenunent 
4id  feel  a  deep  senae  of  the  manner  in  wfaioh 
Ookmel  Hoold  had  parfoimed  his  duties. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GKNEBAIi  ASSEMBLY. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  the  following  reio- 
Intion:  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  next  session  of  the  Oeneial  Assembly 
■koald  commence  not  later  than  March  next. 
He  said  the  motion  was  one  of  very  consider- 
able importance  at  this  moment,  when  they 
wen  on  the  ere  of  important  changes,  which 
eouM  only  be  surmised,  but  the  effect  of  wbioh 
oeold  not  be  oonclusiTely  arrived  at.  Apart 
from  that,  however,  the  period  at  which  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  should  be 
iommoned  was  when  all  agricultural  and  pas- 
tanl  operations  had  closed  for  the  season ;  or 
•be  it  would  be  impossible  for  many  honoflrable 
members  to  attend  to  their  public  duties  with- 
out great  personal  inconvenience.  That  was  the 
genttal  opinion  of  all  honourable  members  in 
the  House.  The  period,  therefore,  from  March 
to  September  was  manifestly  the  period  which, 
in  Uie  present  circmnst&nces  of  the  colony,  the 
majority  of  the  House  could  meet  with  least 
inocnvenienoe.  The  financial  year  ending  the 
SOtb  June  was  another  reason  why  the  House 
dioold  meet  sufficiently  early  to  allow  of  new 
wtiwiates  being  framed  and  considered  before 
the  supplies  were  required.  But  there  was 
another  reason  why  the  House  should  meet 
next  year  as  early  as  possible.  The  manner  in 
which  Sir  George  Orey  would  proceed  to  solve 
or  deal  with  those  intricate  Native  questions 
irtueh  were  awaiting  his  arrival  for  solution, 
and  the  share  which  the  colony  might  or  might 
not  be  required  to  bear  in  that  solution,  begot 
a  natural  anxiety  on  the  part  of  honourable 
Bumbers  that  no  delay  should  teJce  place  until 
they  were  put  in  possession  of  that  constitu- 
tional power  which  they  had  only  when  they 
were  sitting  in  session.  The  power  which 
honourable  gentlemen  exeroisea  in  public 
•fiain  when  uiey  returned  to  their  own  homes 
was  so  slight  as  to  be  of  no  use  in  controlling 
the  Qovemment ;  it  was  only  when  in  session 
tiiey  felt  that  they  possessed  real  power,  which 
thqr  eould  bring  to  bear  on  the  Qovemment  of 
the  oolony.  For  these  reasons,  and  knowing 
ttiat  they  were  shared  in  by  other  honourable 
members,  he  begged  to  move  the  resolution. 

Hr.  WEIiD  seconded  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OHABOB  AGAINST  MB.  0.  W.  BIOHMOND. 
Mt.  OABLETON  moved,  by  way  of  instmo- 
Hon  to  the  Select  Oommittea  of  inquiry  into 
the  eharge  preferred  by  the  honourable  mem- 
haz  for  Wellington  (Dt.  Featherstcn)  against 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
That  the  Committee  be  directed  to  require  the 
attendance  of  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  with 
the  view  to  examining  His  Ijordship  as  to  the 
bUowing  portion  of  Hr.  Richmond's  state- 
ment in  defence  reoeived  b^  the  (Jommittae : 
"Seozet  thoughts  and  feelmgs  expressed  by 
Ibr  Etani  in  oonfidenoe,  nuot  tw  M«l  ot 

im-1 


privacy,  to  his  spiiitoal  teacher,  to  his  fathat 
m  God,  have  been  wilfully  disclosed,  not  to 
the  Governor  of  the  oolonv,  not  to  the  official 
superiors  of  Mr.  Parris,  but  to  a  prominent 
politioal  opponent  of  the  Govemment-^to  a 
party  leader  for  a  party  purpose.  As  was  to  be 
expected  in  such  a  case,  the  true  meaning  of 
the  passionate  Eind  involved  expressions  of  Mr. 
Parris^s  letter  to  the  Bishop  has  been  utterly 
perverted." 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  he  vras  unable  to 
put  the  question  to  the  House,  as  it  contained 
evidence  taken  before  a  Select  Committee 
which  had  not  yet  reported  to  the  House,  and 
which  evidence  it  was  irregular  to  allude  to  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  OARLETON  explained  the  oootse  he 
had  taken,  and,  while  not  disputing  the  ruling 
of  Mr.  Speaker,  was  inclined  to  think  the 
balance  of  evidence  was  in  his  favour,  from 
any  authorities  he  had  been  able  to  consult. 

After  some  discussion,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

CANTERBURY  AND  OTAGO  BOUNDARY 
BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill 
(No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

WELLINGTON  AND  HAWKE'S  BAY  DEBT 
APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  onestion, 
That  leave  be  granted  to  bring  in  the  Welling- 
ton and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportionment  Bill. 

The  House  divided. 


Atss,  21. 
Hall  Bnssell 

Jollie  Stafford ' 

Mantell  Ward 

Ormond  Wells 

Bichmond,A.J.  Wilson. 
Bichmond,O.W.       T»Uar. 
Bowley  Weld. 


Atkinson 

Bell 

Colenso 

Cookson 

Creyke 

Curtis 

Domett 

Firth 

Nobs,  14. 
Featherstos      Mason  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Fitzherbert       Munro,  J.  Williamson 

Graham,  G.       O'Neill  Wood.  . 

Harrison  O'Rorke  TtBer. 

Henderson        Taylor,  C.  3.     Fox. 

Majority  for,  7. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
*  Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

PBOTEOTION  OF  CERTAIN  ANIMAIiS 

BILL. 
The  Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill  was 
considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port made  an  order  of  the  day  for  to-mortow. 

The  House  adjonzned  at  ten  o'clock  p  J&. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thurtday,  2Znd  August,  1861. 


Third  Beadinss— First  Headings— Second  Beading— 
Official  AdminiBtratora  Bill  —  Intestate  Natives 
Succession  Bill-Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)— 
Poblic  Debt  Apportionment  Act  18S6  Amend- 
ment Bill.  

'  The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  ohaii  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pkayxbs. 

THIED  READINGS. 
Nelson   Waste   Lands  Begulations  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Otago  and  Southland  Fablic  Debt 
Apportionment  Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill  (No.  2), 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  BiU. 

SECOND  READING. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill.  . 

OFFICIAL  ADMINISTRATORS  BILL. 
The  Official  Administrators  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
The  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill  was 
lecommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

PROVINCIAL  AUDIT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Provincial  Audit  Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

PUBLIC  DEBT  APPORTIONMENT  ACT 
•     1868  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Public  Debt' Apportionment  Act  1858 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  22nd  August,  1861. 


Chatham  Islands— Petition  of  James  BuBby— Native 
Titles— First  Reading— Charge  acainst  Mr.  C.  W. 
Elchmond— Vote  of  Thanlis  to  Victorian  Parlia- 
ment— Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill— 
Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill  —  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  Amendment  Bill  (Ko.  2). 

Mr.  Speakxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PSATEBS. 

CHATHAM  ISLANDS. 
Mr.  WELD,  in  asking  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  take  any  steps  towards  the  more  effectual 
establishment  ot  some'  legal  authority  in  the 
Chatham  Islands,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 


aboriginal  inhabitants  of  those  islands,  who 
have  been  reduced  to  an  abject  state  of  slsmiy 
by  their  Maori  conquerors?  referred  to  the  d*. 
graceful  state  in  which,  from  recent  infonna- 
tion,  those  islands  appeared  to  be,  every  man't 
hand  being  against  his  neighbour;  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  abject  and  oppressed  state  <rf 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  rendered  neoeasiy 
some  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Gcmga- 
ment.  He  knew  that  it  was  impossible  at  the 
present  moment ;  but  his  object  was  mm^y  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Native  Minister  to  it, 
and  have  an  assurance  from  him  that  when  the 
state  of  the  Island  allowed  he  would  Idue  ao 
time  in  directing  the  attention  of  the  Govemr 
to  the  suhjeot. 

Mr.  MANTELL  admitted  the  present  dis- 
graceful state  of  the  Chatham  Islands,  the  is- 
tail^  of  which,  be  said,  would  horrify  the  Honae. 
He  could  assure  the  honourable  metnber  Hat 
it  was  the  most  earnest  wish  of  the  GoveiB- 
ment  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  inves- 
tigating with  a  view  to  remedy  the  st^e  of 
those  islands,  and  they  would  not  lose  sight  of 
it  one  moment  after  it  became  in  their  power 
to  take  any  action. 

PETITION  OF  JAMES  BUSBT. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Busby  be  taken  into  consjdaa- 
tion  in  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse,  and  that 
the  petitioner  be  ordered  to  be  in  attendanee. 
His  only  object  was  to  show  his  perfect  readi- 
ness that  the  charges  contained  in  thatprtitioa 
should  be  inquired  into.  Such  an  inquiry  weald 
remove  a  great  deal  of  misapprehension  fioB 
the  mind  of  the  petitioner,  and  he  therelon 
took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  promoting  sd 
inquiry.  With  this  object  he  thought  the  best 
course  to  be  to  have  the  petitioner  ordered  to 
be  in  attendance,  for  which  he  had  aocordin;^ 
moved ;  and,  having  thus  done  enough  to  sluw 
the  desire  he  had  to  meet  the  petitioner,  ai^ 
honourable  member  who  desired  that  lb. 
Busby  might  have  Uie  opportunity  of  address- 
ing the  House  at  the  bar  might  move  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  FOX  would  put  it  to  the  honourable  tlw 
mover  whether  this  was  a  motion  in  which 
there  was  any  occasion  to  persevere.  The 
honourable  member  had,  by  making  this  mo- 
tion, done  enough  to  show  that  he  was  not 
afraid  of  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  tlM 
manner  in  which  he  was  understood  geneiallj 
to  have  executed  the  duties  of  his  o£5ce  mads 
it  altogether  unnecessary  for  him  to  invite  in- 
vestigation at  the  hands  of  the  House.  Iks 
case  resolved  itself  into  two  peurts — the  griev- 
ance of  Mr.  Busby  and  the  grievamce  <S  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— No ;  I  have  none. 

Mr.  POX.— With  regard  to  the  latter,  the 
House  would  Skgree  that  there  was  no  need  for 
him  to  take  any  steps  in  vindication  of  it.  If 
Mr.  Busby  had  any  grievance  he  cotUd  avsil 
himself  of  his  opportunity  of  redress  by  the 
Private  Grievance  Committee  next  session.  In. 
the  meantime,  the  legislation  which  tha  Go- 
T«tnm«nt  had  promised,  if  they  conld,  to  pro- 
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Tide  next  session  might  be  fonnd  in  some  way 
to  meet  the  difficulties  of  Mr.  Busby's  case.  Hfs 
feelings  on  the  subject  might  by  such  a  course 
be  mollified,  and  they  mi^t  hear  no  more  of 
the  case.  He  suggested  to  the  honourable 
member  that  he  had  done  all  that  was  neces- 
sary in  vindication  of  his  position,  and  should 
BOW  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  see  that  any  attain- 
ment of  the  object  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell) — which  he  appre- 
hended to  be  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the 
petitioner  to  explain  his  grievance — would  be 
gained  by  assenting  to  this  motion.  Petitioner's 
grievance  appeared  to  be  a  certain   general 
charge  made  in  a  memorandum  of  the  Land 
Claims  Commissioner  on  Mr.  Busby's  claims, 
and  the  petitioner  did  no  more  thtm  make  a 
general  charge  of  falseness  and  maliciousness 
against  the  Commissioner.    The  House  was  not 
the  proper  Court  for  Mr.  Busby  to  come  to  to 
substantiate  such  a  charge.    The  Courts  of  the 
country  were  not  shut  to  any  person  desirous  of 
bringing  an  action  for  malicious  falsehood  if  he 
IwlieTed  he  had  cause  for  any  such  action.  The 
.charge,  as  coming  from  such  a  person  as  Mr. 
Bosby,  was  coubhed  in  ungentlemanlike  lan- 
.goage ;  and  the   best  friends  of  the  petitioner 
would  regret  ihat  he  had  allowed  himself  to  use 
that  language.      The  whole  tone  of  the  peti- 
tioner's writings  for  a  number  of  ^ears  appeared 
to  be  that  of  a  person  who  conceived  himself  to 
have  a  special  right  to  act  la  a  particular  man- 
ner, which  no  Governor  of  New  Zealand  or  the 
Imperial  Government  has  been  able  to  recog- 
nize.   No  good  would  arise  from  pressing  this 
motion,  as  the  petitioner  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Land  Claims  could  not  bandy  statements 
and  counter-statements   on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  where  none   but  members  were  per- 
mitted to  speak.     He  should  therefore  oppose 
the  motion,  if  pressed. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  agreed  that  no  good 
-could  come  of  this  motion  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session;  but  be  did  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  memberfor  Nelson  City(Mr.  Stafford) 
in  his  observations  respecting  the  petitioner's 
supposed  grievances.  Only  the  wearer  of  the 
shoe  knew  where  it  pinched.  The  petitioner 
believed  that  for  twenty-one  years  he  had  been 
kept  out  of  his  property ;  and,  if  it  were  only  a 
supposed  grievance,  half  the  miseries  of  the 
world  arose  from  what  might  be  ccJled  by  some 
fancied  grievances. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  believed  Mr.  Busby 
had  a  substantial  grievance.  He  had  fairly 
purchased  his  land,  and  had  been  kept  out  of 
it  for  twenty  yes^rs.  No  good  could  come  of 
-discussing  it  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
Mr.  Busby's  best  plan,  perhaps,  would  be  to 
wait  till  next  session,  when  some  honourable 
member  should  take  .up  the  question,  and  have 
it  thoroughly  and  fairly  investigated  by  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  I»LLON  BEI4L  said  he  had  heard  with 
great  sni^rise  the  statements  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  and  the  honoui- 
«ble  member  for  the  Northern  Division,  to  the 


effect  that  Mr.  Busby  had  been  kept  out  of  his 
land  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  COLENSO  explained  that  what  he  had 
said  was  that  Mr.  Busby  believed  himself  to 
have  been  so  kept  out. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  that  what  he  meant  was 
that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  Mr.  Busby's 
lands  were  not  marketable,  and  he  had  almost 
mined  himself  in  seeking  redress,  which  year 
after  year  was  denied  him. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  appeared  to 
him  an  extremely  inconvenient  course  for  an 
honourable  member  to  make  assertions  of  that 
kind  in  the  House,  which  he  might  have  satis- 
fied himself  were  not  true.  On  commencing 
his  duties  one  of  the  first  ruleq  he  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  had  established  was,  to  give  the  most  ab- 
solute publicity  to  every  document  and  record 
in  the  office,  so  that  every  ope  might  go  and  see 
for  himself  exactly  how  the  case  stood.  He 
was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House  about 
this  motion.  He  thought  the  House  would 
admit  that,  with  such  charges  made  against 
him,  he  had  exercised  a  reasonably  temperate  ' 
amount  of  forbearance  in  refraining  from  ad- 
ducing evidence  from  the  writing  of  the  peti- 
tioner himself  of  a  kind  that  would  show  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  statements  he  had  made.  He 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  no  personal  object  in  the 
matter  whatever.  His  object  was  a  public  one 
— namely,  that  when  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  received  a  petition  in  which  charges  of 
wilful  malice  and  falsehood  were  brought 
against  a  public  officer,  if  he  were  at  the  same 
time  a  member  of  this  House,  it  was  his  duty 
to  take  the  positioft  of  offering  to  the  House 
the  most  available  means  of  trying  the  case. 
Having  taken  that  course,  and  being  ready,  as 
he  always  had  been  and  always  should  be,  to 
meet  every  allegation,  vague  or  specific,  made 
by  Mr.  Busby,  as  they  had  already  been  met  ia 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  had  nothing  further  to 
do  but  to  leave  the  question  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 
Motion  negatived. 

NATIVE  TITLE. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving,  That  the 
Committee  on  Native  Land  Title  be  discharged, 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  renew  the  discussion  on  ■ 
this  subject.  He  believed  the  House  was  agreed 
that  at  this  period  of  the  session  the  most  con- 
venient course  would  be  that  the  Committee 
should  be  discharged.  To  relieve  himself  from 
the  suspicion  of  having  intentionally  kept  bade 
the  busmess  of  the  Committee,  he  would  men- 
tion that,  having  at  various  tunes  collected  a 
consideiable  amount  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ascertainment  of  Native  title,  he  did 
now,  in  the  spirit  of  the  most  hearty  assistance, 
offer  to  the  Native  Minister — should  he  think  it 
worth  his  while  to  go  into  the  question  during 
the  recess  —  the  utmost  possible  information 
which  the  experience  of  some  years  had  enabled 
him  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  to  bring  together  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  MANTELL  seconded  the  motion,  and 
expressed  his  thanks  to  his  honourable  col- 
league foi  Wallace  for  his  kind  offer,  which  h» 
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Bhonld  esteem  it  a  daty  as  well  aa  a  pleasnz^ 
to  avail  himself  of  daring  the  recess. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

PIEST  BEADING. 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  MR.  C.  W.  RICHMOND. 
.  Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  the  evidence 
taken  up  to  the  present  time  bj  the  Committee 
on  the  charge  against  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond  be 
printed,  and  that  any  further  evidence  to  be 
taken  before  that  Committee  be  printed  de  die 
in  diem.  It  was  explained  that  this  was  simply 
intended  to  assist  in  facilitating  the  printing  of 
evidence,  the  taking  of  which  had  now  closed ; 
and  that  the  report  would  be  brought  np  on 
Friday. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

VOTE  OP  THANKS  TO  VICTORIAN 
PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  following  resolution: 
That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria  for 
the  very  liberal  grant  of  £1,000  made  by  that 
body  towards  the  Taranaki  Belief  Fund ;  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  forward  '  copies  of  this 
resolution  to  the  President  and  Speaker  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  Victoria. 
He  said  the  letter  he  had  already  laid  on  the 
table  apprised  the  House  of  the  extremely 
liberal  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Victoria,  in 
voluntarily  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Taran4ki  Belief  Fund  the 
munificent  sxaa  of  £1,000.  He  thought  the 
House  would  concur  with  him  in  offering  to 
the  Legislature  of  Victoria,  and,  through  them, 
to  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  their  best  thanks.  It 
was  not  for  the  pecuniary  benefit  that  had 
been  conferred  upon  the  Taranaki  sufferers — 
though  that  was  great — for  which  they  should 
be  thankful ;  but  it  was  for  the  kindly,  manly, 
and  brotherly  spirit  that  dictated  the  grant 
made  by  the  Legislature  of  Victoria  on  this 
occasion.  This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by  the  House  to 
the  Victorian  Parliament,  but  it  was  not  the 
first  time  that  the  Colony  of  Victoria  had 
forwarded  large  sums  from  private  sources  to 
the  Taranaki  sufferers.  That  subject  was  not 
before  the  House,  however ;  but  it  was  proper 
to  mention  it,  although  no  doubt  the  settlers  of 
Taranaki  had  done  their  duty  in  acknowledg- 
ing those  gifts  in  a  proper  way.  He  had  great 
pleasure,  therefore,  in  moving  the  thanks  of  the 
House  to'the  Legislature  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  had  great  pleasure  indeed 
in  seconding  the  motion  just  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand  to  pass  this  or  a  similar  resolution 
of  thanks,  not,  as  it  had  been  well  put  by 
the  Premier,  on  account  of  the  amount,  if  it 
had  been  ten  times  as  large,  but  as  indica- 
tive of  that  feeling  of  brotherhood  and  kin- 
dred which  they  were  all  happy  to  gee  had  pre- 
Mr.  ManUa 


vailed  hitherto  in  the  honr  of  New  Zesland'i 
need  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  came  fitim 
the  same  fatherland  as  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand.  So  soon  as  the  dangers  that  siu- 
rounded  the  New  Zealand  colonists  itamt 
known,  not  only  in  Victoria,  but  in  New  Soath 
Wales,  and  he  believed  also  in  Tasmsnia,  & 
large  amount  of  sympathy,  supported  br  con- 
tributions, was  immediately  elicited,  for  which 
all  in  this  colony  felt  deeply  gratefoL  It  wis, 
above  all  things,  matter  of  congratulatioa  to 
find  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Coont^ 
had  carried  with  them  to  distant  coloniei  s 
feeling  of  kindly  recollection  of  it  which  \iaj 
all  desired  to  cherish,  and  a  feeUng  tisok 
kindly  relation  to  all  who  came  from  it.  Vai 
sympathy  had  been  a  great  source  of  suppott 
to  New  Zealand  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  woaU 
be,  no  doubt,  to  other  colonies  in  their  boor 
of  need ;  for  the  time  might  come  when  nta 
Victoria — pre-eminent  as  was  the  position  At 
occupied  compared  with  the  other  PaciSo 
oolonies — might  require,  not  the  support  o(  ' 
the  tbeVrs  and  sinews,  but  of  the  kindly  arm- 
pathy  and  feeling,  of  her  sister  colonies,  which 
would  be  a  relief  to  her  under  circomituioa 
of  trial  and  difBoulty,  and  'which  she  hid  n 
generously  extended  to  New  Zealand.  Then 
were  none  so  great,  either  as  individuals  or  a 
communities,  as  to  be  able  to  dispeme  with 
that  sympathy  which  was  the  one  consoUtioa 
that,  in  the  struggles  and  trials  of  life,  wu  of 
the  greatest  assistance  to  them  all.  He  would 
suggest  to  the  honourable  gentleman  >t  the 
head  of  the  Government  that,  having  alloM 
most  properly  to  the  other  instances  of  trm- 
pathy  on  the  part  of  the  Colony  of  Victods,  ii 
well  as  that  which  had  been  brought  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  he  would  inclade  in 
this  vote  of  thiuiks,  not  merely  jthe  colonist!  of 
Victoria,  but  the  public  of  New  South  Wales 
also.  It  was  equally  true  that  the  people  of 
Sydney  had  contributed  largely  tow&Mi  the 
New  Zealand  sufferers,  although  notthioogli 
their  Government.  This  was  not  officisU; 
before  the  House;  but  he  thought  the  feet 
should  not  be  overlooked,  far  he  was  m 
Nelson  when  the  first  contribution  to  tie 
Taranaki  sufferers  arrived,  with  the  messt^ 
that  these  oontribntions  would  be  continotd. 
The  liberality  of  Victoria  was  before  the  Howe; 
but,  as  similar  sympathy  had  been  shown  in 
other  communities  towards  this  colon;,  he 
thought  this  was  the  proper  time  to  thtnl: 
those  communities.  It  might  involve  a  sepa- 
rate resolution,  however,  and  could  not  well  be 
embodied  in  the  reply  that  would  be  forwtrded 
to  the  Legislature  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  FOX  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  intro- 
duce the  matters  referred  to  by  the  honouiable 
fentleman  in  the  message  of  thanks  to  the 
jegislature  of  Victoria.  But  he  would  look 
into  all  the  oircumstanoes,  and  be  prepared  on 
another  occasion  to  move  a  sepsjate  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  COLXNSO  bmttaly  mppotiei  th*  mo- 
tion. 

Motion  ngrMd  to. 
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KLECnON  PETITIONS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BUJj. 

The  Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thioDgh  all 
ha  remaining  stages. 

rBOTECnON  OP  CEBTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILIi. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse  on  the  Protection  of  Certain  Animals 
Bill  was  adopted  by  the  HooBe,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

NEW  PBOVINGES  ACT  AMENDMENT 

BILL  (No.  2). 
Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  hoped  it  -woolcT  not  be  treated 
like  the  Bill  the  other  evening,  and  thrown  ont 
on  the  ground  of  its  complexity.  He  should 
reserve  any  temarks  he  had  to  make  till  he 
made  his  reply. 

Mr.  POX  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for 
this  Bill,  as  it  would  do  nothing  towards  settling 
the  question.  His  first '  impression  was  that 
this  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  specially  to 
{votect  the  Province  of  Canterbury  from  separa- 
tion; bat  on  exajnining'the  electoral  roll  he 
found  that  Timani  was  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
demand  separation.  No  hum  could  be  done 
More  the  subject  could  be  a^ain  brought 
before  the  Le^alatnTe ;  and,  as  it  would  pro- 
bably conflict  with  other  measures  which 
zli^t  be  brought  forward,  he  suggested  to  the 
honourable  member  whether  it  was  not  de- 
sirable that  they  should  let  the  matter  drop  for 
the  present  session.  It  would  not  protect  Wel- 
lington from  being  separated  from  Wanganui ; 
it  would  not  protect  Auckland,  Nelson,  or  any 
-other  large  province.  If  it  even  did  pass  it 
would  be  inoperative.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  the  days  of  the  New 
Province*  Act  were  numbered,  and  that  some 
legislation  would  take  place  with  the  view  to  its 
itotal  repeal  next  session. 

Mr.  WILSON  wanted  to  know  what  position 
they  would  be  left  in  if  those  parts  that  wanted 
separation  shoold  apply  in  accordance  with 
the  Dew  electoral  roll  of  March,  if  the  House 
did  not  meet  tiU  May. 

Mr.  FOX  had  been  informed  by  an  honour- 
able member  of  the  -  Middle  Island  that  the 
electoral  roll  for  Timaru  would  not  contain 
'Over  lao  names,  and  that  the  new  roll  could 
not  be  brought  into  operation  earlier  than 
August  of  next  year,  and  that  there  was  no 
tt^  for  any  legislative  action  this  session  so 
Ui  as  Oant^bury  was  concerned. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  would  not  oppose  the  second 
leading  of  the  Bill,  though  he  coneuired  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Oo- 
vemmentthat  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
left  the  matter  as  it  was  till  the  next  session. 
Be  thought  the  measure  had  not  emanated 
from  any  unworthy  motive  on  the  |iait  of  the 
lonouiable  member  in  charge  of  it,  such  as 
being  actuated  by  local  ^rejudioes,  which  had 
ken  imported  into  this  discussion.  He  entirely 
exonerated  Qie  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
4h«rch  from  any  charge  of  faioonsistency.    He 


thought  the  number  of  resident  electors  t» 
fulfil  the  conditions  as  set  down  in  the  Bill  was 
too  large.  The  object  of  separation  was  chiefly 
that  outlying  districts  should  have  the  disposal 
of  their  own  local  expenditure ;  and  if  the 
power  of  petitioning  for  separation  was  withheld 
from  a  district  until  it  contained  250  resident 
electors  it  would  very  likely  be  found  that  then 
the  most  valuable  portion  of  their  lands  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  that  funds  to  emy  con- 
siderable amount  would  not  be  available.  He 
begged  to  observe,  with  regard  to  Timam, 
which  had  been  brought  into  question,  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman 'of 
influence  in  that  district,  from'wluoh  he  found 
that  a  meeting  had  been  held  in  connection 
with  the  separation  movement,  for  the  purpose 
of  Considering  whether  the  separation  from  the 
province  should,  be  applied  for.  He  had  not 
conveyed  to  him  pir.  Jollie)  the  immediate 
reasons  which  had  beoi  influencing  in  this 
respect  the  Timaru  people ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  the  movement  itself  was  one  which  had 
been  largely  sympathized  with  by  many  roally 
substantial  settlers  of  that  district — much  more 
than  he  had  been  led  to  believe.  Timaru  had 
become  an  importaiit  district;  yet  from  what 
he  knew  of  its  electoral  roll  he  did  not  believe 
it  was  yet  in  a  position  to  demand  separation, 
although  it  contributed  largely  to  the  Canter- 
bury revenue.  There  were  several  causes  which 
had  led  to  a  desire  in  the  minds  of  his  con- 
stituency and  of  the  outlying  districts  for 
separation ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House, 
and  also  of  the  Provincial  Government  at 
Oanterbuiy,  to  consider  those  causes.  He  (Mr. 
Jollie)  believed  that  the  principal  cause  which 
had  moved  them  at  the  present  time  wais  the 
change'  of  Ministi^.  He  considered  that  that 
change  would  involve  a  change  in  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  which  would .  prevent  them  from 
getting  justice  from  Canterbury  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  Timaru  contained  a  large  popula- 
tion, and  certainly  contributed  a  large  revenne 
to  the  Government ;  and,  having  considerable 
resotirces,  she  would  be  as  well  able  to  stand 
alone  as  any  other  new  province.  Then,  again, 
Timaru  had  complained  of  not  receiving  her  fait 
share  in  the  expenditure  of  the  revenue ;  and  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  her  interests  would 
be  well  considered  and  looked  after  so  long  a> 
she  had  but  one  representative  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Canterbury,  which  was  com- 
posed of  twenty-seven  members.  That  was 
manifestly  unfair,  and  calculated  to  oreattt 
feelings  of  discontent,  seeing  that  a  country 
stretching  130  miles  in  one  direction  had  only 
one  member  to  represent  such  extensive  in- 
terests in  the  Provmcial  Council.  Thero  was 
another  matter  which  had  operated  on  thft 
minds  of  the  people  of  Timaru,  and  that  was  in 
reference  to  the  Christchurch  and  Lyttelton. 
Bailway.  It  was  a  fact  that  this  would  only 
directly  benefit  the  country  for  about  thirty 
miles  round  Christchurch.  Timaru  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  latter  by  natural  barriers  <A 
mountains  and  rivers.  A  large  debt  had  been' 
incurred  to  carry  this  ont,  and  the  people  of 
Timam   were  anxious  about  the  share  they 
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wonld  have  to  contribute  towards  the  interest 
of  the  loan.  The  question  as  to  their  liability 
in  this  respect  did  most  naturally  and  reason- 
ably weigh  with  the  people  of  Timam.  There 
was  another  thing  which  had  created  consider- 
able discontent,  and  that  was  the  reference 
which  had  been  made  to  certain  disclosures 
touching  the  circumstances  by  which  the  Loan 
Bill  had  received  the  assent  of  His  Excel- 
lency. These  had  been  made  matters  of  news- 
paper comment.  He  did  not  mean  himself 
to  comment  upon  that  matter  now,  but  he 
foopd  it  had  become  much  more  serious 
since  he  left  the  district;  and  he  mentioned 
this'  as  one  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
influenced  his  constituency  at  the  present  time. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  reasons  for  the 
separation  of  Hawke's  Bay  from  Wellington, 
this  he  could  say :  that  Timaru  had  not  had  her 
fair  share  of  local  expenditure.     He  was  not 

going  to  cmpose  the  second  reading  of  the  BiU, 
at  he  believed  it  stood  in  need  of  amendment. 
There  should  be  special  clauses  providing  for 
the  apportionment  of  the  debt  between  the  old 
and  the  new  provinces  so  as  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  those  endless  debates  to  which  they 
had  been  subjected  by  the  present  Act.  He 
thought  the  number  too  large — 250 — ^because  it 
might  debar  districts  suing  for  separation  from 
the-  advantages  of  the  New  Provinces  Act,  and 
before  they  were  able  to  do  so  their  lands  would 
be  sacrificed.  There  were  other  grounds  which 
caused  him  to  think  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  legislation  till  next  session.  There 
was  legislation  going  on  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment with  regard  to  the  New  Provinces  Acjb 
with  which  they  were  unacquainted,  and  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  until  they  were  aware 
what  that  legislation  was.  He  thought  a 
measure  might  be  introduced  next  session  which 
would  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  creation  of 
new  provinces.  The  Government  might  in- 
troduce a  measure  conferring  local  powers  on 
outlying  districts,  something  like  the  District 
Councils  of  South  Australia,  which  by  receiving 
their  fair  share  of  money  from  time  to  time 
from  the  provinces,  they  could  expend  in  carry- 
ing on  the  public  works.  This  would  place 
them'  'in  a  proper  position ;  it  would  remove 
.  the  discontent  arising  from  neglect,  and  they 
would  hear  no  more  demands  for  separation. 
Be  believed  that  if  the  whole  question  was  left 
till  next  session  they  would  all  come  prepared 
to  consider  it,  and  there  would  be  a  chance  of 
its  being  put  on  a  better  footing,  and  thereby 
tender  substantial  justice  to  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  felt  it  necessary  to  oS^r 
a  few  words  of  explanation  in  reference  to  one 
of  the  reasons  why  Timaru  should  be  calling 
for  separation  at  the  present  time.  He  had 
been  much  surprised  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  referred  to  a  slanderous  re- 
port, which  was  wholly  unfounded,  and  which 
reflected  on  the  conduct  of  an  absent  gentle- 
man. He  was  sorry  the  honourable  member 
should  have  taken  notice  of  a  rumour  which 
liad  been  the  subject  of  comments  in  the  Press 
— a  rumonr  which  had  no  relation  to  the  Loan 
Itr.  JoUie 


Bill,  but  in  reference  to  this  House  having  hm 
misled  by  the  promoters  of  the  Ganteiban 
Railway  Bill — that  the  agent  for  the  En^iih 
contractors  of  the  railway  had  appeared  betoe 
a  Select  Committee,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Canterbury,  and  with  hit 
knowledge,  had  stated  that  the  firm  of  which 
he  was  the  representative  would  carry  out  the 
contract  for  the  sum  mentioned,  while  he  Iomw 
at  the  time  that  the  firm  in  question  decided 
against  having  the  contract.  This  ramoor 
had  some  way  or  other  got  mixed  up  witii  the 
question  to  the  efiect  that  His  ExoeUescj'i 
assent,  under  these  circumstances,  had  beim 
obtained  to  the  Loan  BiU.  Mr.  Baines,  the 
contract  agent,  Avas  not  the  servant  of  the 
Provincial  Oovemment ;  he  was  the  servuit 
of  others.  Every  one  who  saw  Mr.  Baines,  and 
witnessed  the  anxiety  which  he  manifested, 
could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  thit 
the  completion  of  the  works  was  the  sole  object 
he  had  in  view ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  to 
the  credit  of  the  honourable  member  to  gne 
circulation  to  a  slanderous  insinuation  agsinst 
an  absent  gentleman.  There  was  no  fonndk- 
tion  for  the  report  of  this  nature  which  had  got 
abroad.  To  let  such  a  thing  get  abroad,  that 
in  this  case  there  had  been  at  attempt  to  de- 
fraud this  House 

Mr.  JOLLIE  explained  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  indorse  the  statement :  he  did  not  vpnchfoc 
its  correctness.  He'-merely  stated  th&t  thi< 
rumour  had  weighed  vrith  the  people  of  Timani, 
He  did  not  attempt  to  justify  such  an  insinur 
tion.  No  facts  in  support  of  it  had  come  vitbia 
his  own  knowledge,  emd  he  had  not  affirmed  it. 

Mr.  WABD  was  very  glad  the  hononnbla 
gentleman  had  said  he  did  not  indorse  it.  The 
report  was  not  founded  on  a  single  fact ;  rod 
there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the 
statement,  which  had  appeared  in  a  poblic 
newspaper. 

Mr.  COLENSO  was  opposed  to  the  Bill  as  a 
partial  amendment  of  the  Act :  he  would  go  ia 
for  a  large  and  comprehensive  Act,  which  woaU 
be  for  the  benefit  of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole, 
and  leave  the  provinces  larger  thetn  municipali- 
ties, and  smaller  than  petty  kingdoms.  He 
went  at  length  into  all  the  arguments,  yra  and 
con.,  that  had  becm  adduced  in  previous  dis- 
cussions on  the  New  Provinces  Amendment 
Bill,  and  deprecated  the  presence  of  Superii- 
tendents  in  the  House.  The  .outlying  district! 
could  not  expect  fair  consideration  of  their 
claims  in  a  Hou^e  constituted  as  at  present, 
when  honourable  gentlemen  came  to  vote  for 
their  own  particular'  province,  and,  by  the 
system  of  "log-rolling,"  as  it  was  called, 
enlisting  the  support  of  representatives  from 
other  provinces,  on  the  understanding  that 
that  support  should  be  reciprocated  on  fitting 
occasions.  He  urged  that  the  Constitution  Atl 
contemplated  the  cutting-up  of  New  Zealand 
into  provinces ;  and  when  this  was  done  in  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Constitution  Act,  then  thett 
would  be  a  strong  central  Oovemment,  con- 
ducting the  immigration  with  the  view  of 
colonization,  and  not  eight  or  nine  small  Pto- 
vincial  Qovemments,  bristling  up  their  bw^ 
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and  le^afakting  for  their  own  patticniar  in- 
tenats,  and  not  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

Jfr.  HATiTi  sapported  the  Bill,  and  defended 
the  oondnot  of  tne  Canterbnzy  members  in  this 
matter. 

Mi.  WILLIAMSON  would  support  the 
Moond  reading;  for  he  conld  not  oppose  a 
motion  calculated  to  amend  an  Act  which  he 
k>Qked  upon  as  in  itself  an  evil.  He  then  went 
into  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  six  original  provinces  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  reyiewed  the' subsequent  course  of 
events  in  relation  to  the  multiplication  of 
provinces.  He  denied  that  the  new  "provinces 
had  done  anything  to  promote  colonization 
deserving  the  name,  and  it  was  evident  that 
persons  in  the  Old  Country  would  be  more  likely 
to  come  to  a  large  province,  possessing  exten- 
sive tracts  of  waste  lands  from  which  to  choose 
a  location  for  settlement,  than  if  the  provincial 
agent  in  England  pointed  tbem  to  a  small 
^ttriet,  in  which  there  was  little  variety  of 
land  for  choice.  He  thought  the  New  Pro- 
vinces Act  should  bo  repealed,  and  the  Consti- 
tution Act  allowed  to  have  its  natural  operation. 
If  a  district  came  to  the  House  and  made  out 
a  good  case  for  separation,  he  was  sure  the 
Hoase  would  ever  be  ready  to  entertain  the 
appUoation  for  separation. 

Mr.  WELD  supported  the  second  reading; 
because  the  Honse,  by  assenting  to  the  amend- 
ing of  the  New  Provinces  Act,  would  again 
affirm  the  principle  of  that  Bill,  which  he 
beheved  had  done  great  good  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  FTTZHEBBEBT  opposed  the  second 
reading  from  the  reason  which  the  honourable 

Sentleman  (Mr.  Weld)  had  toM  the  House  in- 
noed  him  to  support  it ;  and  he  t&erefore 
pat  it  to  the  honourable  members  from  Can- 
terbury, who  were  promoting  this  measure,  to 
withdraw  it,  and  not  to  give  their  assent  to  the 
principle  of  a  Bill  which  he  was  sure  they  had 
been  sent  to  oppose,  and  which  was  obnoxious 
to  their  constituents.  He  would  wish  to  put  a 
little  gentle  pressure  on  the  honourable  repre- 
sentatives from  Canterbury  in  this  matter. 
It  would  no  doubt  be  a  matter  of  regret  for 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  return  home 
with  the  appearance  of  having  done  nothing 
doling  the  session;  but,  as  Canterbury  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  danger  from  Timaru,  it  was 
better  for  them  to  put  up  with  the  disappoint- 
ment of  meeting  their  constituents  without  a 
reputation  for  legislation,  than  to  pass  a  mea- 
sure which,  as  it  was  not  needed  for  Canter- 
bury, would  bo  wholly  inoperative  in  other 
provinces,  but  which  would  do  mischief  by 
affirming  the  vicious  principle  on  which  the 
New  Provinces  Act  was  based. 

Mr.  COOESON  disclaimed  the  imputation 
that  the  Canterbury  members  came  to  the 
Honse  as  delegates :  they  were  representatives, 
and  not  delegates.  He  did  not  come  pledged 
to  oppose  or  support  the  New  Provinces  Act,  or 
•ny  other  measure  brought  before  the  House, 
but  came  prepcured  to  give- all  mbasures  a  care- 
ful consideration.  As  regarded  Timaru,  he 
beheved  they  would  hear  no  more  about  it. 
ICmani  was  a  little  sore  at  present;  bat  the 


settlers  at  Timaru  knew  that  their  interests 
wer6  too  closely  bound  up  with  those  of  Canter- 
bury to  ever  be  separated.  There  was  no  port, 
and  never  could  be  a  port,  at  Timaru  ;  and  the 
present  soreness  would  soon  pass  away.  He 
would  support  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
friend. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  settlers  of 
Timaru  had  a  good  case  ;  for  some  gentlemen 
who  spoke  to  him  on  the- subject  told  him  that 
if  Akaroa  was  made  the  port,  and  they  got 
a  large  slice  off  the  Canterbury  Plains,  they 
could  moke  a  better  road  into  Canterbury 
th&n  by  the  railway,  and  avoid  the  cost  of  that 
measure  generally. 

Mr.  WILSON  replied  to.  the  arguments 
adduced  against  the  measure.  He  had  no 
personal  feelings  in  the  matter,  having  a  large 
stake  at  Timaru  as  well  as  at  Canterbury ; 
but  he  thought  the  Bill  was  required  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  colony,  and  if  he  had  be- 
lieved that  a  comprehensive  measure  would 
have  passed  the  House  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session  he  would  have  introduced  it.  With 
regard  to  the  threat  of  "  gently  coercing  "  , 
the  honourable  members  from  Canterburyby 
the  honourable  members  from  Wellington,  he 
begged  to  assure  the  House  that  his  ucnour- 
able  colleagues,  with  himself,  would  stand  very 
much  lower  in  the  estimation  of  their  con- 
stituents than  they  did  at  present  if  it  was 
supposed  by  tbem  that  they  could  be  coerced  by 
the  Wellington  members  in  any  respect.  His 
honourable  collet^ues  oame  unpledged,  and 
without  making  any  promises,  their  elections 
being  unopposed.  He  (Mr.  Wilson)  had  to  say, 
in  reference  to  the  statement -made  by  lua 
friend  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru, 
that  he  certainly  had  grounds  for  the  statement 
he  had  made,  because  at  a  mooting  held  in 
Christchurch  Mr.  Baines  stated  that  he  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  leasing  the  line  at  a  pay- 
ing rate,  if  made  at  the  estimate  named  on 
that  occasion ;  and  no  doubt  that  had  very 
great  influence  in  obtaining  the  Bill,  although 
he  (Mr.  Wilson)  paid  little  attentiou  to  it,  from 
his  experience  of  the  generally  -  unreliable 
character  of  railway  estimates.  The  conduct 
of  the  honourable  members  from  Wellington 
reminded  him  of  the  story  of  the  fox  that 
had  lost  his  tail,  who  addressed  the  other  foxes 
and  requested  them  to  submit  to  the  loss  of 
their  tails  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  Their 
province  had  suffered  from  the  operation  of  the 
New  Provinces  Act,  and  thoy  thought  all  the 
other  provinces  should  sufler  with  them.  Ho 
disclaimed  all  desire  of  procuring  a  partial 
enactment ;  and  whether  he  succeeded  or  not 
would  not  cost  him  five  minutes'  pain.  At  all 
events,  he  hoped  to  return  to  Canterbury  as 
honest  a  man  as  he  left  it ;  but  that  might  be 
doubted  after  what  he  had  come  through. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes, 

23. 

Atkinson 
Cookson 
Creyljo 
Curtis 

Domett 
Firth 
Hall 
AlantoU 

Mason 
Nixon 
O'lJeiU 
O'Borka 
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Biohmond,  A.JT.  Waid  Wilscm 

Biohmond,O.W.  Wells  Wood. 
Bowley             •  White  TM&r. 

Stefiotd      ■         WiUtunaon  Weld. 

NOBB,  7. 

Bell  Fitzherbert  lelUr. 

Golenso  Oimond  Fox. 

Featheraton      Taylor,  W.  W. 
Majority  for,  16. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  seoond 
time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

IS  coucmEB. 

Clanae  2. — ^Ntiinber  of  members  making  the 
application  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Sir.  WELD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
omit  the  words  "  and  fifty." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  question." 


'  Cookson 
Oreyke 
Firth 
Fox 
Hall 
Monro  J, 


Ayss,  17. 
Nixon 
O'Neill 
O'Borke 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
Ward 
Wells 

Noxs,  17. 


White 
Williamson 
Wilsoi) 
Wood. 

TeUtr. 
Mason. 


Atkinson  Fitiherbert       Biohmond,O.W. 

Bell  JoUie  Biohmond,  J.  C. 

Colenso  Mantell  Stafford 

Curtis  Monro,  D.         Taylor,  W.  W. 

Domett  Ormond  TeUev. 

Featherston      Bichmond,A.J.  Weld. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  CHAIBMAN 
gave  his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  words  "  and  forty "  be  in- 
serted in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Cookson 

Creyke 

Firth 

Fox 

HaU 

Mason 


Ants, 
Mnnro,  J. 
Nixon 
O'NeiU 
O'Borke 
Taylor,  C. 
Ward 


17. 


Wells 
White 
Wilson 
Wood. 

TMt. 
Wi] 


Nobs,  17. 
Atkinson  Jollie  Biohmond,  3.  C. 

BeU  Mantell  Stafford 

Colenso  Monro,  D.  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Domett  Ormond  Weld. 

Featherston       Biohmond,  A.  J.        Teller. 
Fitzherbert       Biohmond,  C.W.Curtis. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  CHAIBMAN 
gave  his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Noes." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Dr.  MONBO  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  words  "  and  one  "  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Mr.  FOXmovsd,  That  the  following  wotdsW 
inserted,  and  do  stand  as  claiiss  4  of  the  BiH: 
No  new  province  shall  be  hereafter  (seated 
till  the  same  shall  be  authorised  in  thapw- 
ticular  case  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Be^ 
sentatives. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestin, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  '"W'i'^  be 
so  inserted." 

Atbs,  18. 
O'NeiU  Wells 

O'Borke  White 

Bowley  Williamson 

Bnssell  Wood. 

Taylor,  0.  J.  TeUer. 

Ward  Fox. 


Creyke 

Firth 

Oraham,  O. 
Henderson 
ManteU 
Mason 
Mimro,  J. 


Atkinson 

BeU 

Colenso 

Cookson 

Curtis 

Domett 

HaU 


Noes,  18. 
Harrison 
Jollie 
Monro,  D. 
Nixon 
Bichmond,  A.  3. 


Biohmond,  J.  C. 
Stafford 
Taylor,  W.  W. 
Wilson. 
TeUer. 


Bichmond,  C.W.Oimond. 


The  numbers  being  equal,  the  CHAJBKAK 
gave  his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

.BiU  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  report  made  an  oida 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


LBGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  23rd  August,  1861. 


Address  to  His  Exoellenoy— Hawke's  Ba;  Navsl  tad 
MUitary  Bettlera  BUI— Third  Be«dlim— DieoMit 
Cattle  BUI— Picton  BaUmy  BUI. 


The  Hon. 
two  o'olook. 

Pbatbbs. 


the  SviAKXB  took  the  dhaii  at 


ADDBESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
The  Hon.  the  SFEAXEB  notified  thai,  is 
accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Council,  kes 
accompanied  by  the  whole  ConnoU,  had  pe- 
sented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  id- 
dress  of  the  CouncU  to  the  Governor  en  Ut 
approaching  dejMurtnre,  and  that  His  Bxaei- 
lency  had  been  pleased  to  make  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing answer : — 

"  Mb.  Sfeakbb  axd  HoHoi»iSLa'  OEBTUom 

OF  THB  LsaiSLXTIVX  CodboHi, — 
<<I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  giatityiiig 
expressions  contained  in  the  address  yoo  haw 
just  presented  to  me,  which  I  value  espeaislly 
as  coming  from  gentlemen  for  whose  qpinioB  J 
entertain  tiie  highest  respect. 

"  Sir  George  Grey  vriU  have  many  and  gmt 
difficulties  to  enoounter,  and  yon  but  judge  as 
rightly  in  beUeving  that  I  earnestly  dasin  liil 
success.  He  wiU  need,  and  I  am  smn  he  «iU 
raoeiva,  from  yon  that  saj^oit  whioh  I  baea  s« 
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iBvanaU^  enjoyad,  and  for  which  I  gladly  avail 
ayMlf  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  yon  my  most 
■iaoeie  thanks. 

"  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  I  shall  watoh 
the  piogress  o(  events  in  New  Zealand  with  the 
'deepest  interest,  and  that  I  shall  ever  remember 
the  many  friends  I  have  in  it  with  the  wannest 
aentiments  of  regard.       "T.  Gobi  Bbowkx. 

"Government  House, 

"  Auckland,  S3id  August,  1861." 

HAWKE'S  BAT  NAVAL  AND  MILTTABY 
SETTLERS  BUJi. 
The  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Military  Set- 
tieis  Bill  was  read  a  first  tifaie,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

THIRD  BEADINQS. 
Anekl*nd  Immi^tion  Certificate  BiH,  Auck- 
land Bepresentation  Bill,  Official  Admmistra- 
ioa  Bill,  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill, 
Provincial  Audit  (No.  2)  Bill,  Public  Debt  Ap- 
portioninant  Act  1858  Amendment  Bill. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  Diseased  Cattle  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,   and  reported  to   the 
Ooonoil  with  amendments. 

KOTON  RAILWAy  BILL. 
The  Pioton  Railway  Bill  was  read  a  second 


The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  on 
UieBill. 

•     IX  OOIUITTEB. 

Claose  2. — It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Superin- 
tendent, with  the  sanction  of  the  Provincial 
Ooonoil  testified  by  resolution  or  Aot,  to  oon- 
•tmot  a  railway,  &o. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That,  in  the 
ttiizd  line  of  the  clause,  the  two  words  "  resola- 
Mon  or  "  be  struck  out. 

ThaXJommittee  divided  on  the  question. 

Ates,  3. 
Pollen 
Sewell. 

Nobs,  6. 
Richmond         Russell,  Watts 
Russell,  A.  H.   Tancred. 
Majority  against,  4. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  otherwise  amended  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  repotted  to  the  Counoil  with  amend- 
nents. 
nke  Council  then  adjourned. 


Cntfield 
4ibbea 


HOUSE    OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  S3rd  Augiut,  1861. 

T«ta  of  Tbanln  to  MUltary->'PrDvlnci«l  Loans— 
Oliaige  against  Kr.  0.  W.  Biohmond— Andit  Aot 
Amandmut  BUI— First  Bssiling  finpply— Mew 
Srowiaam  Aot  Smendment  Bill  (Mo.  S). 

Mr.  Spx^xsb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbathw. 


VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  MILITARy. 
Air.  COLENSO,  in  moving  the  notice  stand- 
ing in  his  name  on  the  Order  Paper,  That  a 
vote  of  thanks  be  given  by  this  House  to  the 
military  who  were  engaged  in  the  late  war  at 
TaransJd,  said, — Mr.  Speaker,— Sir,  it  is  with 
peculiar  and  great  diffidence  I  rise  to  move  the 
motion  standing  in  my  name ;  for  (1)  I  cannot 
divest  myself  of  the  belief  that  such  a  motion 
as  this  should  have  come  from  the  Ministerial 
bench ;  and  (2)  that  it  should  come  from  older 
politicians.  Still,  it  is  not  wholly  from  sucli 
belief  that  my  great  and  peculiar  diffidence 
arises ;  but  mainly  from  the  delicate  difficulty 
of  the  subject,  owing  to  the  extreme  opinions 
which  I  know  to  be  held  by  some  honourable 
members  within  this  House,  and  by  others 
without.  I  have  waited  until  now — the  &M- 
end  of  the  session — and  hearing  nothing  whi<ui 
might  lead  me  to  believe  that  this  subject 
would  be  introduced  by  any  honourable  mem- 
ber, hearing  that  four  or  five  days  more  would 
in  all  probability  bring  us  to  a  dose,  and  be- 
lieving the  old  adage  that  "  Everybody's  busi- 
ness was  nobody's  business,"  I  have  taken  on 
myself  to  bring  before  the  House  this  important 
motion.  1  know  full  well  the  difficulty  of  so 
handling  this  subject  as  to  get  the  House  to  go 
with  me ;  but  I  hope  to  overcome  it,  and  will 
do  my  best.  I  trust  I  shall  be  believed  when  I 
say  that  it  is  not  as  a  golden  apple  of  discoid 
tiiAt  I  bring  forward  this  motion;  or,  as  an 
honourable  member  remarked  to  me  just  now, 
"as  a  bombshell  thrown  among  us."  As  a, 
proof  of  such  not  being  the  case,  I  would  refei 
to  the  simplicity  of  the  few  words  of  the  mo- 
tion. I  had  thought  of  making  my  motion  ia 
more  words->-I  may  say,  in  many  sentences; 
but,  on  consideration,  I  concluded  the  fewei 
and  more  simple  the  better.  The  anoients 
often  compared  the  dealing  with  a  difficult  sub- 
ject, in  which  extremes  were  to  be  avoided,  to 
the  piloting  of  a  bark  between  Soylla  and 
Chaiybdis.  I  will  not  go  bo  fu  oS  as  that  to 
seek  a  ccnnpaiison,  but  rather  take  one  close  at 
hand,  and  wi^i  which  many  members  of  this 
House  are  well  acquainted — namely,  those  two 
islets  in  the  Frith  of  the  Thames,  visible  from 
the  windows  of  this  House— Rangitoto  and  Mo- 
tntapu.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  narrctw 
channel  between  those  two  islets,  which  is  ford- 
able  at  low  water,  is,  at  high  water,  quite  deep 
enough  for  small  craft.  Through  this  pewsage, 
then,  do  I  hope  to  navigate  my  skiff — on  timt 
high-water  tide  of  calm  consid^ation,  aoooin- 
ptmted  with  a  wove  or  two,  if  I  may  so  spea^,  of 
good  old  English  fellow-feeling — so  as  to  get 
membus  of  this  House  to  go  with  me.  The 
Engli^  of  Motutapu  is  "  tabooed  isle ;  "  on 
that  i^e  my  skiff  shall  not  touch.  Thattabooe4 
isle  on  my  extreme  right  is,  to  me,  as  the 
origin  of  the  war  at  TaranaJd,  and  its  justice ; 
the  volcanic  isle  of  Rangitoto  on  my  left— 
whose  uninviting  spiry  formation  I  intend 
equally  to  avoid — is,  to  me,  as  the  oonduot  of 
one  or  mote  of  the  earlier  military  oommandets 
at  the  TacaaaJd  war,  no  longer  in  this  colonv. 
My  inteqtion  is  to  steer  quite  dear  of  both. 
And  here  I  would  remark  pMenthstioally- an4 
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having  once  done  so  will  not  tbgajn  leonr  to  it — 
that,  in  lowering  my  own  colours,  or  in  laying 
aaide  my  own  opinions  of  the  necessity  and 
justic^of  the  war,  of  which  I  never  had  a  doubt, 
I  hope — to  use  a  military  phrase — the  same 
ohiTaurouB  courtesy  will  be  shown  to  me ;  and 
that  honourable  members,  following  my  ex- 
ample, will  lay  aside  their  own  peculiar  opin- 
ions and  unite  with  me  in  this  vote  of  thanks. 
An  honourable  member  has  remarked  to  me 
that  this  motion  should  have  been  worded, 
"  military  and  Volunteers ; "  but,  as  I  take  it, 
«nd  as  I  have  and  do  intend  it,  the  word  "mili- 
tary "  'is  more  comprehensive  than  that.  By 
it  I  mean  all  who  have  borne  arms  in  the  Tara- 
naki  campaign,  and  who  are  now  in  New  Zea- 
land— all — whether  troopsor  Volunteers,  Militia 
or  Naval  Brigade.  Indeed,  I  might  almost  say 
the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  for  the  time,  of 
Taranaki — all  who  have  borne  arms  and  aided 
and  assisted  in  this  war.  Another  honourable 
member  has  objected  to  the  term  "  late  " — the 
"late  war  at  Taranaki  "—believing  that  the 
war  is  not  yet  ended.  Such  may  be  true ;  but 
I  submit  that,  if  so — if  the  war  is  not  yet  ended, 
and  it  may  not  be — then  there  is  double  need 
of  such  a  motion  as  this ;  as,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  I  hope  to  show.  The  prin- 
ciple contained  in  this  motion  has  ever  been 
acknowledged,  not  only  at  Home  in  onr  own 
country  from  the  earliest  times,  but  also  in  all 
civilized  and,  I  may  say,  barbarian  nations; 
the  principle  of  publicly  thanking  those  who 
have  imperilled  their  lives  to  defend  and  save 
the  lives  and  properties  of  others.  Such,  in 
fact,  has  been  acted  on  here  in  thif  colony.  It 
was  only  the  other  day  I  saw,  at  Crombie's,  a 
photographic  fac-simile  of  a  public  vote  of 
thanks,  given  by  the  City  of  Auckland,  signed 
by  her  Superintendent  and  cpunter-signed  by 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  Captain 
Cracroft  of  the  "  Niger  "  and  his  jolly  tars  for 
services  performed  by  them  at  Talranaki.  I 
find,  moreover,  that  the  military  commander 
who  first  conducted  operations  there  has  been 
promoted,  and  that  the  second  jnilitary  com- 
mander who  succeeded  him  was,  on  his  return 
to  Melbourne,  received  with  a  triumphant 
ovation.  Surely,  then,  such  being  the  case, 
this  honourable  House  cannot  withhold  cor- 
dially and  unanimously  voting  thanks  to  all  of 
those  now  in  New  Zealand,  irrespective  of  rank, 
who  were  engaged  in  that  war.  Of  the  troops, 
the  Royal  Artillery,  the  Engineers,  the  Naval 
Brigade,  the  X2th,  40th,  and  Cdth  Regiments, 
and,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  14th  and  57th, 
all  deserve  this  vote  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  ask.  As  I  take  it,  the  soldier  fights  for  some- 
thing more  than  is  commonly  believed-.-mere 
honour  and  glory,  "  seeking  the  bubble  reputa- 
tion even  in  the  cannon's  mouth  " — aye,  and 
something  more  than  promotion,  or  revenge  on 
his  country's  foes,  or  "loot" — particularly  in 
unfortunate  civil  wars;  it  is  then  the  soldier 
fights  to  cause  good,  to  make  peace— to  cause 
those  who  were  one,  but  now  divided,  to  be  at 
one  again.  Firmly  believing  this,  I  ask  honour- 
able members  to  calmly  consider  what  I  say. 
Jf  this  unfortunate  war  is  ended,  and  ended 
Mr.  Coltnto 


well,  I  call  upon  honourable  members  heaiti^ 
and  unitedly  to  give  this  vote  of  thanks  to  tiuas 
through  whpse  instrumentality  this  war  hu 
been  ended,  and  ended  well;  if  this  warhu 
not  yet  been  ended — which  Qod  /orbid  I — that 
I  call  upon  honourable  members  cordially  to 
unite  with  me  in  giving  this  vote  of  thanki  t» 
inspirit  those  who  may  soon  have  to  go  forth 
again  to  battle.  With  permission  I  will  deli- 
berately repeat  those  words ;  for,  as  I  review 
this  matter,  their  force  and  justice  cannot  be 
evaded.  I  again  call  on  honourable  rnembm* 
calmly  to  consider  what  I  again  say:  liUiij 
unfortunate  war  has  been  ended — has  been 
brought  to  a  close — I  ask  honourable  membei* 
to  give  their  vote  of  thanks  to  those  throagk 
whom  this  has  been  brought  to  pass;  if,  on  ttit 
contrary,  it  is  not  yet  over — which,  I  repest, 
God  forbid  I — I  ask  honourable  members  to 
give  their  hearty  and  unanimous  votes  to  in- 
spirit those  who  will  soon  have  to  fight  agsia 
on  behalf  of  this  colony,  and  to  show  to  (b* 
Maoris  our  healthy  unity  in  this  matter.  For, 
as  I  have  already,  on  a  former  occasion,  stated 
in  this  House,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  which  would  be  so  oondaeifa 
of  good  in  our  dealing  with  thena  as  fortbeioto 
know  that,  on  all  great  matters  reEpeetingos 
and  them,  we  are  united.  Can  any  honoarable 
member,  laying  his  hand  on  his  heart,  refu»  to 
respond  to  my  two  premisses?  Some  pe(^ 
think  that  a  soldier's  main  if  not  only  daty  if 
to  fight — to  fight  like  tigers ;  but  my  opiakm  il' 
that  a  soldier's  first  duty  is  to  obey.  And  hett 
I  would  venture  to  suggest  for  qqiet  considen^ 
tion  whether  it  is  not  the  great  duty  of  a  wiw 
general  to  act  discreetly  so  as  to  save  the  livei 
of  his  men,  particularly  in  times  of  civil  vu. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  by-and-by,  vhea 
the  history  of  the  Taranaki  war  shall  be  cahnl; 
and  impartially  reviewed  and  written  by  U» 
coming  historian,  much  of  what  has  been  ceo- 
sured  and,  it  may  be,  rashly  judged  hy  un- 
qualified persons  will  then  be  considered  difier- 
ently.  I  recollect  how  pathetically  Platsrdi 
laments  the  throwing  aside  by  Fompey  the 
Great  of  his  usual  military  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion, through  which  he  lost,  in  the  bsttle 
with  Ctesar  on  the  plains  of  Pharsalia;  tht 
many  Roman  nobility  who  were  with  him,  at 
shortly  after  met  with  an  ignominious  end 
himself  on  the  Egyptian  shores.  That  great 
general,  Pompey,  who  had  subdued  half  the 
known  world,  was  induced,  against  his  better 
judgment,  through  the  sneers  and  taunts  of 
his  own  courtiers  and  friends — particularly,  if 
I  remember  aright,  those  of  Domitios  and 
Favorinus— -to  give  Ctesar  battle.  And  Plutarch 
— in,  I  think,  his  comparison  of  Pompey  and 
Agesilaus — laments  that  he  should  so  kaw 
deferred  to  them,. saying,  "  Would  any  ddlfal 
pilot  act  in  that  way  merely  at  the  cries  of 
taunts  of  the  common  mariners?  or  would 
any  physician  do  so  at  the  requests  and  impor- 
tunities of  his  patients  ?  "  I  speak  not  in  ^aiie 
of  war.  I  look  upon  war  as  an  evil— as  a  great 
evil ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  necessary  ona 
I  view  it  and  would  use  it  much  as  certain  well- 
kaown  astive  poisons  ue  used  as  mediciiist  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.] 


Vote  of  Thanks 


[HOUSE.] 


to  MiUUiry. 


831 


ddUal  pli3rsioiaiia — to  ednoe  good.    I  believe  I 
have  no  need  to  oall  the  attention  of  honooiable 
memben  to  the  oondaot  of  our  military  atTara- 
naki.    I  might,  however,  speak  of  the  battle  at 
Uahoetahi  on  the  6th  November,  of  that  at  Kai- 
laa  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  December,  and  of 
tbe  capture  of   Matarikoriko  on  the  following 
day.    1  might  adduce  the  night  attack  on  the 
ledonbt  on  the  23rd  of  Janoary,  and  I  mi^ht 
point  to  1,500  yards  of  cunningly-planned  rtfle 
nits  at  Huirangi — pits  which  for  a  long'  while 
baffled    our  heaviest    ordnance    and    highest 
aeienti£c   skill,   being,    in  fact,  impregnable, 
though  eventually  taken.    I  might  honourably 
mention  the  names  of  Strange  and  MacNaugh- 
ton,  and  many  a  gallant  fellow  besides — upwaxds 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  in  number — who  there 
bled  and  died  for  us.     Peace  to  their  souls  I 
may  they  rest  in  peace  I     AU  this  I  might 
mention— gathered  from  the  prints  of  the  day 
and  prominently  from  the  Taranaki  Herald — 
in  speaking  of  the  conduct  of   the  military 
there ;  bat  I  confess  what  always  appeared  to 
me,  when  reading  at  Hawke's  Bay  the  continued 
report  of  the  war,  as  being  most  worthy  of 
amniration  there  was  that  Calm,  that  stoical, 
that  patient  endurance  which  they  exhibited, 
ai  day  by  day  they  toiled  on  wiUi  their  sap. 
To  see  them  so  toiling,  so  enduring,  while  they 
were  themselves  continually  fired  upon,  and 
saw,  with  no  doubt  exasperated  hearts,  their 
.  comrades  fall  daily  by  their  sides,  this  was  to 
me  worthy  of  admiration.    And  it  is  for  those 
men  who  so  conducted  themselves  that  I  this 
day  ask  honourable    members  to  give   their 
votes.    Such  mea  cannot  be  charged  with — I 
will  not  say  the  word,  but — the  very  shadow 
of  imputation  of  cowardice.    It  is  a  matter  of 
history  well  knovm  to  us  all  that,  when  Julius 
Cfesar  invaded  Britain  and  made  his  descent 
on  the  Kentish    coast,   oui  British  ancestors 
mahed  forth  to  the  charge  into  the  very  surf 
and  drove  the  invading  Romans  hack  to  their 
galleys.    But  when  the  centurion  saw  this,  he, 
seising  that  eagle  which  had  so  often  led  them 
OB  to  victory,  plunged  into  the  sea,  and  they, 
looking  up  at  that  standard  and  remembering 
what  under  it  had  been  achieved,  followed  him 
to  support  and  to  conquer.    Just  so  it  was  at 
Taranaki ;  no  cowardice — I  dislike  to  use  the 
word — could  there  be  thought  of,  while  those 
proud,  those — I  might  almost  say — immortal 
standards  of  the  Artillery  and  Engineers  stood 
before  them,  bearing  on  their  colours  the  preg- 
nantword  "  Ubique,"  or  "Everywhere."  Coward- 
ice! what,  with  the  famed  standards  of  the 
12th  and  the  14th,  of  the  40th,  the  S7th,  and 
ihe  65th  flying  over  them,  inscribed  with  those 
famed  historic  names  of    Minden,   Gibraltar, 
Seringapatam,  Corunna,  Waterloo,  Sebastopol, 
Badajos,  Inkermann,  India,  and  Arabia? — while 
among  those  very  troops  were  also  to  be  found 
Hving  men — officers   and  privates — bearing  on 
their  breasts  the  medals  and  badges  earned  by 
heroic  valour.    I  repeat  it,  it  is  impossible  that 
rach  men  can  ever   be   reproached   with  the 
shadow  of   imputation   of  cowardice.     I  call 
upon  honourable  members  cordially  emd  unani- 
Aoosly  to  agree  with  me  and  to  pass  thia  vote 


of  thanks.  We  are  living  among,  or,  iathet> 
confronting,  a  warlike  people ;  we  Imow  not  what 
awaits  us.  Should  this  war  unhappily  not  be 
ended,  and  our  military  have  again  to'  fight, 
while  of  the  ultimate  result  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  yet  what  honour  or  glory  or  "loot"  ar» 
there  for' them;  or  what  name,  even  if  th» 
whole  of  New  Zealand  shall  be  fully  subdued, 
what  name  from  the  conquering  of  this  people 
do  we  suppose  can  be  added  to  the  illustrious 
ones  already  on  their  banners?  None.  Let 
us,  then,  who  are  descendants  of  that  nation 
whose  fame  and  name  are  like  the  proud  and 
pregnant  motto  "  Ubiqtu "  I  have  dlready 
spoken  of,  let  us  with  hearty  British  feeling 
pass  this  vote.  It  is  the  soldiers'  just  due 
and  hoilonrable  meed ;  let  us  then  pass  this 
vote,  and  pass  it  unanimously. 

Mr.  POX. — I  caimot  allow  the  motion  to  pas* 
without  one  word  of  comment,  because  it  would 
naturally  hti  expected  by  the  House  that,  if  an 
occasion  had  arisen  on  which  it  was  desirable 
that  the  thanks  of  the  House  should  be  tendered 
to  the  military  engaged  at  Taranaki,  that  mo- 
tion should  be  made  by  some  member  of  the 
Government.  That  would  be  the  proper  and 
becoming  course  to  adopt  in  bringmg  such  a 
motion  before  the  House ;  and  I  regret  that  the 
honourable  member,  before  he  brought  forward 
his  motion,  had  not  consulted  some  member  ol 
the  Government,  for  it  was  not  until  I  came 
down  to  the  House  to-day  and  saw  the  notice 
on  the  Order  Paper  that  I  was  aware  of  his  in- 
tention of  moving  it.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  is 
unfortunato,'both  as  regards  the  manner  and 
as  regards  the  time  on  which  he  has  brought  it 
before  us.  It  is  unfortunate,  not  merely  be- 
cause  such  a  motion  should  not  be  brought 
forward  by  any  private  member,  unless  the 
Government  of  the  day  have  announced  their 
intention  of  not  proposing  a  similar  resolution, 
which  has  not  been  done  ;  but  it  is  also  unfor- 
tunate, because  it  is  entirely  premature  that  a 
substantive  motion  should  be  made  while  the 
war  may  be  said  to  be  existing.  There  are 
various  reasons,  which  will  suggest  themselves- 
to  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  here  last 
session,  why  it  is  undesirable  to  bring  such  a 
motion  forward.  But,  in  addition  to  that,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Kapier  had  been  in 
the  House  from  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, he  would  have  known  that  the  House  had 
already  unanimously  tendered  their  thanks  to 
the  military  for  their' conduct  during  the  war. 
In  the  Reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech  when 
opening  the  session,  this  House  resolved, — 

"  That  we  gladly  take  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing the  thanks  which  are  pue  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  Her  Majesty's  army  and  navy,  and 
of  her  colonial  forces,  for  tiie  zeal  and  intre- 
pidity with  which  they  have  at  all  times  i>er- 
formed  duties  of  a  very  arduous  and  harassing 
nature." 

That  is  quite  as  ample — nay,  more  ample ; 
it  is  stated  in  terms  quite  as  strong— nay,  in.- 
terms  more  strong  than  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member;  and  what  occasion  has 
since  arisen  for  tendering  the  thanks 'of  tho 
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Honse  to  the  militaty  I  am  at  a  loaa  to  oon- 
«aiTe,  and  I  can  only  attribute  this  act  of  the 
h«noaiablB  member  for  Napier  to  the  fact  that 
h«  was  not  present  at  the  earlr  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  has  not  given  carefol  attention  to  the 
early  proceedings  of  the  House.  The  signifl- 
canoe  of  the  vote  of  than^  to  the  militaty  on 
that  occasion  was  this,  that  it  originated  with 
His  E:(oollency  the  Qovemor ;  and  this  House 
adopted  His  Excellency's  words,  and  echoed 
his  sentiments.  I  desire  not  to  be  understood 
as  throwing  cold  water  on  the  honourable  mem- 
bar's  resolution.  I  joined  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion ;  aild  if  such  again  was  required,  although 
proposed  by  a  private  member,  I  would  join  m 
it  as  heartily  as  any  one ;  but,  as  to  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  militebry,  this  is  not  the  time  for 
it.  And  I  do  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  acting  more  discreetly,  and  more  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  House,  if  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  SFEAKEB.~/rhe  motion  has  not  been 
seconded.  If  any  honourable  gentleman  would 
second  the  motion  pro  formi,  if  could  then  be 
withdrawn. 

Motion  lapsed. 

miovinciaIj  loans. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND  moved  the  adoption 
■of  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  That  no  further  loans  ought  to  be  con- 
tracted by  any  Provincial  Legislature  upon  the 
security  of  tibe  ordinary  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince, 

2.  That  loans  upon  the  security  of  the  land 
revenue  contracted  by  any  Provincial  Legis- 
lature ought  to  be  permanently  appropriated 
by  the  ordinance  for  raising  the  same,  or  by 
sone  contemporaneous  ordinance  for  the  pro- 
motion of  immigration  or  for  the  execution  of 
public  works  within  the  province  or  within 
spme  paxticular  district  to  he  specified  in  such 
ordinance,  and  onght  to  be  thereby  made  a 
first  charge  upon  some  proportion — ^not  being 
less  than  one-fourth  part— of  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  sales  of  such  province  or  cUstriot,  and 
to  be  repaid  accordingly. 

3.  That  every  ordmanoe  raising  a  loan  on 
the  security  of  lands  granted  to  tne  Superin- 
tendent of  any  province  under  "The  Public 
Besarves  Act,  18M,"  or  on  oUier  special  security, 
ought  to  contain  the  following  provisions: 
(1)  A  declaration  expressly  exonerating  Ae 
aevenues  of  the  province  from  all  liability  for 
the  payment  of  such  loan  and  the  interest 
thereof,  to  the  intent  that  the  public  credit  of 
^e  province  may  not  be  impaired  by  such  loan, 
and  that  the  persons  advancing  the  same  may 
look  only  to  the  seonrit)r  of  the  umds  ohaiged  ; 
()))_  a  specific  appropriation  of  the  moneys  to  be 
Mused ;  (8)  provisian  for  the  payment  and  due 
investment,  in  the  names  of  persons  to  be  from 
t|me  to  time  approved  of  by  the  Governor,  of  a 
smldng  fund  adequate  to  liquidate  the  principal 
of  such  loan  within  a  period  not  exoeedmg 

1.  'That,  before  any  lands   granted '  undat 
V  The  Public  Reserves  Aet,  1864,"  or  otherwise 
hold  upon  any  fecial  trast  by  tha  Snpenn- 
Itr.  Fox 


tandent  of  a  piovinoe  shall  be  charged  fay  soy 
such  ordinance,  it  ought  first  to  be  proved  hj 
sufficient  evidence  that  the  annual  inooma 
actually  accruing  from  tha  lands  in  question  is 
adequate  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loan  raised 
and  tha  ainking  fund  for  liquidating  the  same. 

S.  That  it  will  be  the  duty  of  His  Exeel- 
lenoy's  Besponsibla  Ministers  to  advise  ibaX 
His  Excellency's  assent  be  withheld  from  any 
Provincial  Loan  Ordinance  the  provisions  A 
which  may  not  be  in  conformity  with  the  fore- 
going resolutions. 

(6.)  That  no  loan  ought  to  be  raised  upon 
the  security,  wholly  or  partially,  of  the  expe<^ed 
profits  of  any  railway,  harbour-intake,  or  otliec 
public  work  undertaken  by  any  Provincial  Go- 
vernment until  such  undertaking  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  approbation  not  only  of  the  L^is- 
lature  of  the  province  but  also  of  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  FOX  would  point  out  to  the  hononrsbla 
gentleman  the  inconvenience  of  proceeding 
with  these  important  resolutions  at  the  praMot 
time.  He  would  suggest  the  postponement  of 
their  consideration  till  a  future  day,  for  it  was 
not  over  half  an  hour  since  they  were  rat 
into  the  hands  of  honourable  members.  Ha 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  read  them  through  only  a  few 
minntea  af(0 ;  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  oo 
calling  at  the  Clerk's  office  last  night,  coold 
not  see  the  resolutions,  as  they  had  oeea  sent 
down  to  the  printers. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RICHMOND  said  the  observations 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  tha 
Government  were  perfectly  reasonable,  and  re- 
flected his  (Mr.  Richmond's)  opinions.  He 
proposed  that  these  resolutions  should  be  con- 
sidered in  Committee — not  in  (^mmittee  oi 
Supply — on  a  future  day,  but  would  now  giva 
such  explanations  as  might  facilitate  their  con- 
sideration in  Committee.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  his  objaot  in  proposing  these  resolutioos 
would  not  be  misunderstood.  He  in  no  degree 
desired  to  embarrass  the  present  Government 
On  the  contrary,  the  resolutions,  if  adopted, 
would  be  a  pow^ul  assistance  to  them.  Ha 
had  long  thought  it  was  high  time  the  House 
should  afBrm  some  general  principles  upm 
which  the  General  Government  should  assent 
to  provincial  loans.  The  late  Govemzoent  in- 
oorred  a  great  deal  of  odium  from  this  oanae; 
for  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  greater 
part'  of  their  unpopularity  arose  from  iheil 
refusal  to  assent  to  certam  provincial  loans. 
Much  was  said  of  the  want  of  harmony  be- 
tween the  lata  General  Qoverimient  and  tht 
Provincial  Executives ;  but  he  could  assure  tba 
House  this  chiefly  arose  from  the  views  held 
by  his  honourable  colleagues  and  himself  as  to 
the  impolicy  of  enoumbOTing  the  future  of  the 
colony.  The  Provincial  Governments,  wishing 
to  proceed  rapidly  with  the  oolonisation  of  the 
country,  wished  to  anticipate  the  finances  of  the 
provinces,  which  the  Qeneral  Government  could 
not  consent  to  anticipate,  having  in  view  the  good 
of  the  whole  colony.  But  it  was  evident  unUi 
however  they  might  mystify  themselves  in  part} 
delates,  the  oolimy  and  the  provinoes  wer»oaa^ 
vartihla  taxma-^Q  colony  waa  tha  provincaa  aai 
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the  pTOTinoes  were  the  colony — and  of  eontse  it 
wms  an  identical  proposition  to  say  that  Out 
zasooices  of  the  colony  were  the  resources  of 
the  provinces.    At  one  moment  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  spealdng  of  the  revenues  of  the 
provinces,  and  at  another  of  the  revenues  of  the 
colony ;  bnt  there  was  no  difference  in  reality. 
There  was  a  difference  between  the  General 
Qovemment  and  the  Provincial  Governments : 
politically  spealdng,   they  might   be  said  to 
nave  two   existences.      As  the  sphere  of  the 
one  vras  increased,  the  sphere  of  the  other 
might  be  diminished.    The  Governments  might 
have   interests    different   from   one  another; 
but  the    colony   and   the   provinces   of   the 
colony   conld    not   have    separate    interests. 
It  was  one   remarkable  feature  of   the  Oon- 
(titutiou,  however,  that  the  resources  of  the 
colony  -miKht    be    anticipated    without    the 
action  of  the   House  of  Representatives.    At 
least,  so  it  had  been  taken  in  practice ;  but,  as 
a  matter  of  strict  constitutional  law  and  right, 
he  confessed  having  strong  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  provincial  loans,  which  encumbered, 
or  affected  to  encumber,  those  revenues  which 
were  permanently  revenues  of  the  colony.    He 
questioned  much  whether  the  control  of  the 
Customs  revenue,  held  by  the  House  over  the 
whole  colony,  did  not  prevent  any  part  of  these 
revenues  being  so  dealt  with;  but  he  under- 
stood it  to  be  argued  that  all  tiiese  loans  must 
be  said  to  be  over- ridden  by  the  power  of  appro- 
priation vested  in  the  House,  although  in  strict 
theory  he  thought  Provincial  Legislatures  had 
not  any  right  to  encumber  the  general  reve- 
nues of  the  colony,   or  those  proportions  that 
went  into  the  provincial  chests,  for  these  wero 
only  contingent  remainders — variable  tunounts, 
which  it  was  at  any  moment  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  reduce  to  nil.    There  was,  there- 
fore, nothing   to   encumber  ;   no   certainty  of 
charge,  but  only  a  mere  contingency.    He  was 
very  doubtful,  indeed,  as  to  the  validity  of  any 
provincial  loans,  as  a  matter  of  constitutional 
theory.     But,    at  all   events,   they  must  not 
conceal  from  themselves  that  the  House  had  a 
direct  interest  in  the  extent  to  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures  affected  to  encumber  the 
revenues  of  the  colony.    They  must  grant,  in 
practice,  that  the  power  to   appropriate  the 
provincial  revenues  did  exist  in  the  Provincial 
Legislatures ;  but  while  that  was  conceded  they 
were  in  this  position,  that  the  candle  was  burn- 
ing at  both  ends — for  that  exactly  described 
their  condition ;  and  therefore  neither  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures  nor  the  House  could  know 
when  they  were  exceeding  or  what  they  had  to 
depend  upon,  which  was  a  state  of  things  on 
which  no  true  finance  could  exist  in  this  coun- 
try.   He  had  already  alluded  to  the  argument 
that  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  its  over- 
riding power  of  appropriation,  had  the  control 
of  the  whole  expenditure  in  the  country,  by 
which  it  could  control  the  Provincial  Legis- 
latures from  nsing  the  ordinary  rovenue  ei&er 
for  the  purposes  of  expenditure  from  year  to 
year,  or  as  security  for  advances.    But  this  was 
a  very  doubtful  reliance.   It  had  been  said  that 
when  tiie  Qovemor's  assent  was  given  to  a  pzo- 


vinMal  loan  otdinanoe  it  pl«dged  the  credit  of 
the  colony.  He  was  not  ptepiund  to  admit  that 
position ;  bnt  His  Excellency's  assent  rendered 
It  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  for  the  General 
Assembly  to  anoumber  or  spehd  the  revenao 
which  had  been  so  pledged,  because  the  Go- 
vernor's assent  was  as  necessary  to*  the  Acts  of 
the  General  Assembly  as  to  the  ordinanoes  of 
the  Provincial  Legislaturos,  for  His  ExceUenoy 
was  at  once  a  branch  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  Provincial  Legislatures ;  and,  his  assent 
having  been  given  to  a  provincial  loan  ordin- 
ance, the  difficulty  was  how  he  could,  as  a 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  advised  not 
to  give  assent  to  anything  or  derogate  from' 
anything  to  which  he  had  assented.  The  casa 
was  made  mon  clear  when  His  Excellency's 
act  was  done  by  the  assent  of  his  Responsible 
Ministers,  who  were  generally  members  of  ther- 
House  of  Representatives,  and  directly  under 
its  control ;  so  that  it  was  very  plausible  to 
contend  that  the  House  had  thus  affirmed  ths 
act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature.  That  ha- 
denied;  but,  while  the  credit  of  the  colony 
might  not  be  pledged,  the  House  of  Bepreaen- 
tatives  was  precluded  from  passing  Acts  that  in 
any  way  derogated  from  the  provincial  ordin- 
anoes, to  which  the  Responsible  Ministers  had 
given  their  assent.  Now,  it  was  a  good  prin- 
ciple, that  a  man  was  not  allowed  to  do  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  his  own  charge;  and, 
the  Provincial  Oonncil  having  assented,  the 
Governor  having  assented,  and  the  Honsa 
having  also  assented  to  the  provincial  loan 
ordinance,  through  its  Responsible  Advisers, 
the  House  might  not  be  allowed  to  interfsra 
with  the  charge  it  had  so  created.  He  men- 
tioned this  as  showing  how  inextricably  en- 
tangled were  the  finances  of  the  colony  with  its 
several  parts — the  provinces — and  as  vindica- 
ting that  amount  of  interference  with  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures  which  his  resolutions  con- 
templated. Inasmuch  as  the  Responsible 
Ministers  really  were  the  persons  who  ad- 
vised assent  to  the  provincial  loan  ordin- 
ances, it  needed  no  argument  to  show  to  the 
House  the  necessity  for  prescribing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Ministers'  assent  should  be 
given  to  or  withheld  from  those  provinoial 
loan  ordinances.  Or,  if  that  was  not  done, 
these  results  would  follow — they  would  have 
the  provinces  borrowing  as  they  pleased,  the 
General  Government  acting  "  King  Log  "  in 
the  matter ;  or  else,  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
day  must  exercise  an  arbitrary  power  in  the 
matter  of  giving  -assent  to  the  provinoial  loan 
ordinanoes.  These  positions  were  untenable. 
No  one  could  contend  that  the  Superintendent* 
and  Legislatures  of  provinces  should  be  allowed 
to  borrow  as  much  money  as  they  could  get ; 
nor  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day  should  have 
the  arbitrary  power  to  give  or  withhold  awent 
to  the  loan  ordinances  of  the  Provinoial  Ooun- 
oils.  Another  remarkable  feature  of  the  Con- 
stitution was,  that  the  provincial  loan  ordin- 
ances were  not  subject  to  interference  by  the- 
Grown.  Ha  (Mr.  Richmond)  thought  that  the- 
act  of  enomnbering  the  ordinary  revenues  of 
the  prorinoea  by  these  ordinanoes  hadnot  been. 
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eontemplated  when  the  Constitution  Act  was 
framed,  or  the  right  of  disallowance  would  not 
have  been  withheld  from  the  Grown  by  the 
Home  authorities  ;  but  so  it  did  happen,  that 
the  Provincial  Councils  had  a  power  over  the 
levenues  of  the  colony  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativetf  did  not  possess.  That  was  a  veij 
anonlftlons  state  of  things ;  and  he  pointed  it 
out  as  a  peculiar  necessity  for  exercising  a 
yigilant  control  over  the  charges  created  by  the 
Provincial  Councils.  And  he  was  certain  that 
Ministers  in  after  years  would,  on  reflection, 
thank  him  (Mr.  Bicumond)  that  he  had  done 
them  the  good  turn  of  bringing  these  resolu- 
tions before  the  House,  by  which  harmonious 
action  with  the  Provincial  Grovemments  would 
be  vastly  improved  for  the  future — which  was 
part  of  the  programme. of  the  present  Govern- 
ment— ^by  the  withdrawal  of  the  very  inoon- 
venient  power  of  veto  vested  in  them  at 
present;  for,  when  application  was  made  to 
the  Ministers  to  assent  to  a  provincial  loan 
ordinance,  it  would  be  very  convenient  to  refer 
to  a  vote  of  the  House  and  say  that,  inasmuch 
«s  the  loan  would  infringe  such-and-such  a 
resolution,  they  could  not  advise  His  Excel- 
lency to  give  his  assent.  He  wished  that  the. 
late  Qovemment  had  been  enabled  to  point  to 
a  superior  resolution  when  applied  to  give 
their  assent  to  improvident  loans,  as  it  would 
have  saved  a  good  deal  of  -unpleasantness.  He 
would  now  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  several 
resolutions  in  order.  The  first  resolution  pro- 
vided that  no  further  loans  ought  to  be  con- 
tracted by  any  Provincial  Legislature  upon  the 
security  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince. This  resolution  imposed  no  real  check 
upon  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Legislatures ; 
and  the  reason  was  this :  that  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  colony  going  to  the  provinces 
were  already  appropriated  in  providing  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  government,  and  in  pro- 
viding for  the  interest  of  the  existing  loans. 
Therefore,  to  inhibit  any  further  borrowing  on 
the  security  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince was  not  to  fetter  the  borrowing  powers 
of  the  provinces.  The  share  of  the  onliuary 
revenue  of  the  colony  which  the  provinces  re- 
ceived was  fixed  at  three-eighths  of  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  ;  and  in  additicyi  they  had  other 
sources  of  income  from  itemsof  revenue  that 
had  been  rendered  provincial  in  1853  and  1854, 
such  as  license  fees  of  various  kinds,  which 
might  be  found  mentioned  in  the  statistics  of 
the  colony  under  the  head  of  "  Revenue."  Now, 
the  three-eighths  of  the  Customs  revenue,  of 
which  consisted  the  great  bulk  of  the  ordinary 
revenues,  was  about  sufficient  to  defray  the 
'  cost  of  the  ordinary  provincial  establishments, 
such  as  Superintendents,  Provincial  Councils, 
police,  gaol,  and  similar  permanent  charges ; 
the  public  works  of  the  provinces  being  treated 
as  Land  Fund  expenditure.  There  might  be  a 
little  difierence  in  the  calculations  on  this  head 
— as  to  what  were  or  were  not  provincial  de- 
partments; but  there  was  no  doubt  these 
charges  were  very  nearly  equal  to  the  three- 
«ightUs  of  the  Customs  revenue  in  the  finsjicial 
year  just  closed.  But  there  was  no  need  for  a 
Itr.C  W.Bichmmd 


close  calculation  of  this  kind.  They  knew 
that,  in  round  numbers,  the  provincial  loans, 
exclusive  of  the  Canterbury  Railway  Loan  of 
£300,000,  which  had  been  only  raised  in  part, 
amounted  to  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
money,  and  that,  at  8  per  cent,  interest,  involved 
an  annual  expenditure  of  £20,000 ;  and  putting 
the  ordinary  establishment  expenses  uid  the 
interest  of  existing  loans  together,  and  assum- 
ing them  to  be  charged  upon  that  proportion  of 
the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony  which  went 
to  the  provinces  on  the  present  arrangement,  it 
would  be  seen  that  its  burdens  were  already 
greater  than  it  could  bear.  And  in  the  first 
resolution  he  really  only  desired  to  lay  down 
this  principle :  that  the  provinces  and  theeokoj 
shall  not  go  on  "dipping  out  of  the  same  dish ;" 
and  in  order  that  in  future  there  may  be  a  bet- 
ter chance  than  at  present  of  seeing  when 
they  were  going  to.  He  desired,  in  fact,  to  tike 
another  step  towards  making  a  complete  sepao- 
tion  between  the  finances  of  the  colony  and  of 
the  Provincial  Qovemments,  which  was  neces- 
sary to  a  sound  finance  either  in  this  Hoose  at 
in  the  Provincial  Councils.  And  this  resolu- 
tion, in  reality,  did  not  in  the  least  debtee  im- 
pair the  true  borrowing  powers  of  the  provineei. 
It  would  not  be  fair  to  hold  out  to  the  pnldic 
creditor  that  the  public  revenues  could  bear 
more  burdens  than  were  on  them  at  present. 
Provinces  might  be  pointed  ont  in  which  tbii 
was  not  the  case.  However,  he  knew  of  do 
province  of  which  it  was  not  approximately  if 
not  absolutely  true.  But  it  might  be  said  that 
the  revenues  of  the  provinces  would  increase ; 
bat  then  the  expenses  of  government  most 
continue  to  increase,  paripoMU,  at  least  for  a 
considerable  period,  so  that  a  very  small  mar- 
gin of  increased  income  would  be  left.  The 
second  resolution  related  to  the  lajid  revenue. 
Now,  this  revenue  had  become  the  revenue  at 
the  provinces  by  the  financial  resolutions  of 
1856,  and  had  been  set  apart  as  a  dish  for  the 
provinces,  into  which  the  General  Government 
could  not  dip  for  General  Government  pni- 
posos ;  and,  8«  he  had  desired,  by  the  first  leio- 
Intion,  to  secure  the  ordinary  revenue  fran 
further  provincial  encumbrances,  as  a  sepaiate 
resource  for  the  General  Government,  m  the 
second  resolution  he  meditated  that  the  land 
revenue  should  be  to  a  certain  extent  an  avail- 
able resource  to  the  Provincial  Govemmfnti. 
The  resolution  Was  afi  follows  :  That  loans  upon 
the  security  of  the  liind  revenue  contracted  bj 
any  Provincial  Legislature  ought  to  be  per- 
manently appropriated  by  the  ordinance  for 
raising  the  same,  or  by  some  contemporaneous 
ordinance  for  the  promotion  of  iioinigiatiai 
or  for  the  execution  of  public  works  within  the 
province  or  within  some  particular  district  to 
be  specified  in  such  ordinance,  and  ought  to 
be  thereby  made  a  first  charge  upon  some  {KO- 
portion — not  being  less  than  one-fourth  part— 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  of  such  pro- 
vince or  district,  and  to  be  repaid  accordinj^y. 
The  main  principle  affirmed  by  this  resolatkn 
was  that  the  land  "was  not  income  but  capital. 
He  did  not  deny  that  it  might  be  proper  to 
anticipate   the   land   revenne.    (Cases  might 
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■oeeor  in  which  it  woold  be  exceedingly  desii-  < 
ftble,  before  bringing  a  district  into  the  market, 
to  execute  npon  it  certain  improvements.  The 
jinTate  owner  of  landed  property  often  found 
snob  an  expenditure  a  profitable  speculation, 
and  %  Government  should  not  be  prohibited 
from  carrying  out  the  same  principle,  in  regard 
to  land  which  it  was  about  to  dispose  of,  that 
the  jndicioos  owner  of  an  estate  followed  with 
advantage.  But  he  held  that  the  land  revenue 
should  not  be  relied  on  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  the  payment  of  interest  merely.  It  was 
capital,  not  income ;  and  as  it  accrued  it  ought 
to  be  applied  as  capital,  and  not  in  keepmg 
down  the  interest  on  the  money  borrowed. 
Perhaps,  in  strictness,  the  money  ought  to  be 
expended  upon  the  district  out  of  which  it  was 
raised — that  the  amount  of  the  loan  or  expen- 
diture for  the  improvement  of  every  district 
before  sale  ought  to  be  made  a  first  charge  on 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale.  But  that  might  be 
laying  down  too  strict  a  principle,  although  a 
proportion,  whicb  he  had  fixed  at  one-fourth, 
-of  the  Land  Fund  of  a  district  so  improved 
ou^t  to  be  devoted  to  reimburse  the  province 
in  the  amount  of  the  loan  which  had  been  the 
means  of  executing  these  improvements.  He 
knew  that  there  were  exceptions  to  his  doctrine 
that  the  Land  Fund  was  capital.  He  excepted 
the  pastoral  rents  of  the  Province  of  Canter- 
bury, which  enjoyed  a  large  permanent  revenue 
by  the  judicious  treatment  of  their  waste  lands: 
Oiiat  was  a  continuous  fund,  and  was  fairly  to 
be  treated  as  income,  and  not  as  capital.  He 
abo  proposed  by  the  same  resolution  to  make  a 
specific  proportion  of  the  loan  raised  on  the 
Mcnrity  of  the  land  revenue  to  be  devoted  to 
the  general  purposes — which  on  all  hands  were 
•  admitted  to  be  proper  purposes — of  promoting 
immigration  and  the  construction  of  public 
works.  That  clause  regarding  public  works 
^ve  the  provinces  largo  scope  ;  and  no  limitsr- 
tion  of  that  sort  could  put  any  Provincial  Go- 
vernment to  inconvenience,  for  it  embraced  any 
kind  of  works  of  a  public  nature  which  they 
ohose  to  undertake.  But  it  limited  the  expen- 
diture to  these  purposes ;  and  it  inhibited  the 
practice  in  some  provinces  of  carrying  the  loans 
into  the  ord^ary  accounts,  so  that  the  loans 
might  go,  to  an  indefinite  extent,  to  the  payment 
of  ordinary  charges.  But  there  should  be  two 
separate  accounts ;  and,  although  the  provinces 
had  the  countenance  of  the  British  Govem- 
ttent,  where  the  loans  went  into  the  account 
of  the  Ways  and  Means,  for  only  keeping  one 
account,  still  it  was  not  quite  a  safe  precedent 
for  them  to  follow.  The  next  resolution  re- 
lated to  a  more  restricted  class  of  securities. 
He  would  read  the  resolution :  That  every 
ordinance  raising  a  loan  on  the  security  of 
lands  granted  to  the  Superintendent  of  any 
province  under  "The  Public  Reserves  Act, 
1854,"  or  on  other  special  security,  ought  to 
contain  the  following  provisions :  (1)  A  de- 
-oluation  expressly  exonerating  the  revenues  of 
the  province  from  all  liability  for  the  repay- 
ment of  such  loan  and  the  interest  thereof ;  to 
tfab  intent  th&t  the  public  credit  of  the  pro- 
■viiuie  may  not  be  impaired  by  such  loaa,  and 


that  the  persons  advamoing  the  same  may  look 
onlj  to  the  security  of  the  lands  charged ;  (2)  a 
specific  appropriation  of  the  moneys  to  be 
raised ;  (8)  provision  for  the  payment  and  due 
investment,  in  the  names  of  persons  to  be  from 
time  to  time  approved  of  by  the  Governor, 
of  _  a  sinking  fund  adequate  to  liquidate  the 
principal  of  such  loan  within  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  years.  It- was  of  course  known 
to  the  House  that,  in  addition  to  the  general  ter- 
ritorial estate,  certain  valuable  properties  were 
held  by  the  Superintendents  as  trustees  under 
"  The  Public  Reserves  Act,  1854."  The  reserves 
were  granted  upon  special  trusts  created  by  the 
Crown  grants.  These  trusts  were  generally  for 
the  execution  of  public  works  in  some  particu- 
lar district,  or  for  the  improvement  of  some 
district.  Some  of  these  reserves  were  what  was 
known  as  harbour  reserves,  a  valuable  class  of 
which  was  the  sea-bottom  of  the  harbour  and  ' 
of  the  land  between  low-  and  high- water  mark 
upon  the  beaches.  These  were  special  trusts 
created  by  Crown  grants,  vesting  such  lands  in 
the  Superintendents  of  the  provinces  in  which 
they  existed,  and  the  trusts  generally  expressed 
that  they  were  made  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbour  and  the  execution  of  harbour 
works,  but  not  specifying  the  mode  by  which 
this  was  to  be  done,  either  by  selling  or  leasing. 
Power  was  given,  however,  by  the  Reserves  Act 
of  1854  to  legislate  en  the  subject  and  create 
powers  for  the  sale  or  leasing  of  such  reserves. 
It  was  therefore  possible  that,  under  cover  of  or- 
dinances which  pledged  these  particular  secu- 
rities, the  general  resources  might- be  affected  if 
the  provinces  were  not  precluded  from  dealing 
with  them  in  such  a  maimer  as  would  render  that 
possible.  A  Superintendent  who  was  precluded 
from  raising  further  sums  of  money  by  mort- 
gaging the  ordinary  or  land  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vince might  come  forward  with  a  proposal  to 
raise  a  certain  sum  of  money  on  a  particulaf 
endowment,  when  it  might  be  a  inatter  of  some 
doubt  whether  the  value  of  that  endowment 
was  sufficient  to  repay  the  advance.  In  that 
way  the  credit  of  the  province  might  be  im- 
paired by  that  loan.  If  debentures  of  the  pro- 
vince, signed  by  the  Superintendent,  and  to 
which  the  Legislature  had  given  its  assent,  were 
issued,  the  public  credit  of  the  province  was' 
pledged  to  the  payment  of  those  debentures, 
whether  the  property  was  available  or  not. 
For  the  law  in  regard  to  mortgages  was  plain. 
In  an  ordinary  mortgage  the  mortgagee'  had 
first  a  special  security  in  the  property  mort- 
gaged for  the-payment  of  the  debt ;  and  then, 
if  that  property  was  found  not  to  cover  the  full 
amount  of  the  mortgage  debt,  the  remaining 
assets  of  the  mortgagor  were  liable  to  make  up 
the  balance.  A  mortgage  -  debt  affected  the 
whole  of  the  assets  of  a  mortgagor,  while  a 
specific  security  was  given  by  the  lands  covered 
by  the  mortgage ;  and,  unless  care  was  taken 
by  the  House,  it  might  be  said  that  the  pro- 
vinces were  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  mort- 
gagor, to  whom  the  holders  of  debentures 
issued  on  the  security  of  these  special  trusts 
might  oome  for  the  repayment  of  balances  due 
on  their  advances  after  having  sold  these  pro- 
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peities,  and  that  these  balanoes  must  be  paid 
oat  of  the  ordinaiy  resonroes  of  the  proTinoes. 
Now,  that  was  what  he  wanted  to  pievent,  for 
the  Superintendents  were  in  all  oases  the  trus- 
tees of  these  reserres;  and,  indeed,  he  rather 
doubted  the  propriety  of  these  trusteeships,  for 
they  were  liable  to  cause  confusion  with  the 

general  debts  of  the  provinces.  The  Sui>erint«n- 
ents  were  appointed  trustees  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  deed  of  grant,  and  not  for  the 
general  good  of  the  province ;  and  the  confusion 
of  the  two  characters  in  one  person  gave  too 
much  of  a  political  cast  to  those  loans.  As  far 
as  possible  the  House  should  guard  against  this 
danger;  and  that  was  the  object  of  the  first 
subsection  of  the  resolution — to  guard  the 
levenues  of  the  province  and  of  the  colony 
from  being  ^Jedged  for  the  re^yment  of  loans 
raised  on  these  specific  securities ;  for,  if  not  so 
guarded,  the  revenues  of  the  colony  might 
be  encumbered  to  an  extent  it  would  be 
impossible  to  foresee.  He  wonld  not  detain 
them  with  any  remeaks  on  the  seoond  and 
third  subsections  of  the  resolution,  the  mean- 
ing of  which  was  apparent;  but  would  pass  on 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  which  laid  down  this 
inactical  test :  that  there  should  be  a  rental 
aooming  from  the  reserves  sought  to  be  mort- 
gaged sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund,  so  that  there  could  be  no  mistake 
regarding  itsvalue.  The' resolution  read  thus: 
That,  before  any  lands  granted  under  "The 
Public  Reserves  Act,  1854,"  or  otherwise  held 
upon  any  special  trtst  by  the  Superintendent 
of  a  provinco,  shall  be  charged  by  any  such 
ordinance,  it  ought  first  to  be  proved  by  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  the  annual  income  actually 
aoeroine  from  the  lands  in  question  is  adequate 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loan  raised  and  the 
sinking  fund  for  liquidating  the  same.  He  de- 
sired to  leave  as  little  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Executive  of  the  day  as  possible,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  for  their  good  and  for  the 
good  of  the  colony  that  it  should  be  so ;  that 
tiie  value  of  the  land  should  not  be  a  matter  of 
opinion,  but  that  it  was  shown  to  be  let  for  an 
adequate  sum ;  and  if  properly  secured  this 
would  be  so.  It  might  be  said  that  that  was  a 
strict  rule,  and  stood  in  the  way  of  good  and 
judicious  undertakings  being  carried  out.  This 
was  not  so ;  for  be  would  now  refer  the  House 
to  the  sixth  resolution — passing  by  the  fifth  for 
the  present— which  referred  to  those  under- 
takings. The  sixth  resolution  was  to  this  efiect : 
That  no  loan  ought  to  be  raised  upon  the  secu- 
rity, wholly  or  i»rtially,  of  the  expected  profits 
of  any  railway,  harbour-intake,  or  other  public 
work,  undertaken  by  any  Provinoial  Govern- 
ment until  such  undertaking  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  approbation  not  only  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  province,  but  also  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  meaning  of  that  resolu- 
tion was  this :  he  was  not  content  to  leave  the 
Qovemment  of  the  day  to  decide  the  question 
of  what  was  adequate  aeonrify  in  oases  where 
the  specific  value  of  the  property  could  not  be 
ascertained.  It  was  for  the  House,  and  not  the 
Oovemment,  to  judge  of  the  profit  that  might 
be  axpeoted  to  be  derived  frcrn  zailway  ondez- 
i6r,  G.  W,  Bichmond 


takings,  or  the  piofitaMe  nature  of  intaiitd 
works ;  for,  if  the  undertaking  did  not  fun 
advantageous  and  the  specific  security  Isilad, 
the  genual  revenue  of  the  province  loight  kt 
come  upon,  and  therefore  the  general  lenonit 
of  the  colony  be  encumbered.  This  reaolutiaa 
applied  to  oases  in  whioh  loans  were  neoeain ; 
for,  if  loans  were  not  required  to  execute  tu 
contemplated  works,  then  it  was  not  for  tin* 
House  to  interfere.  It  was  when  it  beosnt 
necessary  to  reckon  upon  a  future  valae  tkat 
the  House  diould  first  have  an  opportonitjr  of 
judging  on  the  sufficiency  of  that  secant;: 
and  the  House  had  already  affinned  this  ms- 
ciple  in  the  case  of  the  Cemterbury  Raitmr 
BUI  and  in  the  case  of  the  Pioton  Railway  M, 
though  the  latter  was  left  in  rather  a  vtgM 
state.  The  House  had  settled  the  prineipla  of 
the  sixth  resolution  by  their  treatment  of  tlu 
Canterbury  Railway  Bill,  where  the  aeeontr 
was  in  part  the  profits  of  the  railway,  the  ml 
question  before  the  House  being,  not  the  tl>- 
stract  expediency  of  making  a  railway— not 
was  the  resort  to  the  House  merely  to  set  it 
rest  a  technical  objection  to  the  power  of  Ua 
Provinoial  Council  to  enable  the  pramctea  t» 
take  certain  portions  of  land — the  naoit  la 
the  House  was  for  more  than  that ;  it  mi  to 
consider  the  financial  question  whether,  if  Um 
speculation  should  not  turn  out  profitable,  tkt 
interest  wonld  fall  upon  the  revenue  oi  tka 
oolony,  and  therefore  impair  the  credit  of  tiu 
colony.  He  put  hMbonr-intakes  npoo  tbe 
same  ground  as  railway  undertakiiiga;  fat. 
although  they  were  not  as  speoolatiTe  as  nil- 
ways,  uiey  belonged  to  the  same  g*nut,  baosaw 
the  value  of  the  lands  did  not  depend  opoo.te 
kind  of  work  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Brani- 
cial  Government,  the  question  being  iriiatlia 
the  calculation  of  augmented  value  was  at  «D 
a  reasonable  calculation.  And,  in  the  abMON 
of  anything  like  a  practical  test  of  the  vtlie, 
he  wished  the  question  to  be  referred  to  tk< 
House  for  decision,  and  not  to  the  Bxeeatin 
Government.  He  confessed  that  he  had  Ut 
considerable  anxiety  in  giving  decisions  ooUhm 
questions,  from  which  he  was  anxious  to  fm 
tne  Responsible  Ministers  in  future  yean.  He 
hoped  there  should  be  no  long  delay  inteqmed 
to  the  carrying-out  of  these  reaoluUaiis;  far, 
if  they  did  not  stop  the  gap  at  once,  thiy 
would  through  this  chink  have  a  aeriooi  em- 
barrassment of  the  resources  of  the  c(doaj 
without  the  consent  of  the  House,  who  «en 
the  custodians  of  the  public  purse,  Es  bsil 
passed  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  leeolokiai 
because  he  desired  to  show  the  difiercnes  ke- 
tween  specific  securities — those  where  a  focb- 
cal  test  of  value  existed  in  the  shape  of  msnse, 
and  those  in  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  tin 
SBonrities  ware  matter  of  oalcnlatian.  Es 
knew  there  were  cases  in  which  the  inoaasiad 
value  of  lands  might  be  calculated  aliiK»t  to  a 
certainty.  There  were  no  reserves  in  New  Zea- 
land which  might  be  expected  to  inotessa  in 
value  like  the  harbour  reserves  of  Anokland ; 
and  yet  they  had  had  the  experience  of  tb» 
past,  showingthat  ezpeotations  had  been  inpMt 
aiac^pointed  zagaxding  the  piobftUa  diqaw 
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of  land  ia  Oommeroial  Bay  at  a  given  smn ; 
and  yet  Hteie  was  no  land  in  the  oolony  a  man 
iKiiild  aay  would  be  moralikely  to  bring  a  high 
eommetcial  valuo  than  that  to  which  he  re- 
tailed. The  fifth  resolution  was  merely  a 
oorollai^  of  the  four  preceding  resolations, 
and  read  thus  :  That  it  mil  be  the  duty  of  Hia 
Ezoellenoy's  Responsible  Ministers  to  advise 
that  Hia  Excellency's  assent  be  withheld  from 
any  proTincial  loan  ordinance  the  provisions 
of  which  may  not  be  in  conformity  with  the 
foregoing  xesolntioiu.  In  conformity  with  the 
wish  expressed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Qovemment,  and  in  the  reason- 
ableness of  which  he  concurred,  he  begged  to 
move.  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
be  made  an  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday. 

Mr.  WELiD  seconded  the  motion. 

Hr.  WOOD  said  he  was  sure  it  was  totally 
oimeoessiuy  for  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  to  assure  the  House  that  he 
had  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  Qovemment 
by  bringing  forward  these  resolutions.  He 
ooold  baldly  think  it  possible  that  any  honour- 
able gentleman  would  table  resolutions  so 
largely  affecting  the  colony  to  embarrass  a 
IQmttiy ;  and  he  was  sore  it  was  for  the  sole 
wupou  of  placing  on  a  bptter  footing  the 
nnanoial  relations  of  the  colony.  Whatever 
coone  the  QoTexiunent  took  in  the  matter,  he 
could  assure  ths  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  they  would  be  guided  by  the  same 
feeling  which  actuated  himself ;  and  they  only 
lAed  for  delay  U>  consider  the  full  bearing  of 
the  Bsaotntiona  on  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
If  amendments  should  be  proposed  by  the 
Ck>vsinment  it  would  only  be  with  the  view  of 
asoertaining  the  mind  of  the  House  on  the 
matter.  Ibere  did  seem  to  be,  at  first  sight,  a 
conflict  between  the  fourth  and  sixth  resolu- 
tioBs;  but  theaa  would  doubtless  be  closely 
considered  by  the  House. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  further 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Wednesday  next. 

CHABGE  AGAINST  MR.  C.  W.  RICHMOND. 

Mr.  WELD  brought  up  the  following  report 
from  (he  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  charge  preferred  ag^onst  Mr.  C.  W. 
Bichmond: — 

"The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  iores- 
ti^ate  (he  charge  preferred  against  Mr.  C.  W. 
Biehmond  by  Dr.  Featherston  have  the  honour 
to  report  as  follows :  That  there  is  no  ground 
whatever  for 'any  imputation  that  nndne  pres- 
sure has  been  brought  to  bear  in  the  Executive 
by  Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond  on  the  Waitara  ques- 
tion; and  that  this  Committee,  without  imput- 
ing blame  to  Dr.  Featherston,  considers  Mr. 
C.  W.  Richmond's  vindication  to  be  complete." 

AUDIT  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Audit  Act  1858  Amendment  Bill,  said  he 
bad  no  remarks  to  ms^e,  but  to  state  that  this 
Wat  an  exact  duplicate,  mtUatis  mutandis,  of  the 
Provincial  Audit  Act,  the  sole  diflerences  being 
nfih  as  weze  necessaLry  to  apply  the  machinery 
1861— w 


of  that  Act  to  the  General  QoTemment.  The 
Oovemment  brought  this  forward  in  fulfilment 
of  the  pledge  that  it  would  apply  the  same  law 
to  the  General  Qovemment  as  to  the  Provin- 
cial. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  should  oppose 
this  Bill,  for  he  could  not  agree  that  there  was 
any  true  parallel  between  the  position  of  the 
Colonial  and  Provincial  Treasurers.  For  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  a  political  penalty  existed, 
and  it  was  a  perfect  farce  to  enact  that  ,when  a 
majority  of  three-fourths  of  the  House  should 
so  please,  he  should  be  subjected  to  a  fine, 
summarily  inflicted,  of  £100.  The  Provincial 
Governments  stood  in  a  widely-different  posi- 
tion, though  even  with  regard  to  them  he  was 
not  very  well  satisfied  with   the   punishment 

Erovided  by  the  Provincial  Audit  Act,  and,  had 
e  foreseen  the  rejection  of  the  Public  Expen- 
diture Control  Bill,  he  should  not  have  agreed 
to  the  insertion  of  the  £100  penalty  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Act.  But,  with  regard  to  the  General 
Government,  he  was  certain  it  was  not  a  proper 
provision.  A  majority  of -one  was  sufSoient  to 
punish  a  Colonial  Treasurer— as  some  of  them 
knew — and  when  so  removed  it  was  not  likely 
that  a  triumphant  majority  would  be  desirous 
of  following  him  to  his  retirement  with  pecu- 
niary penalties.  He  hoped  it  would  be  long 
before  the  state  of  political  parties  in  this 
colony  was  such  as  to  induce  resort  to  mea- 
sures of  that  kind.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
also  at  present  under  Uabilities  to  the  Crown, 
which  this  Bill  'would  neither  increase  nor 
diminish,  sufficient  to  check  him  in  any 
fraudulent  course.  He  regretted  the  House 
had  not  accepted  the  mild  measure  of  control 
imposed  in  the  measure  he  had  brought  before 
it.  They  would  have  to  pass  another,  more 
complete,  in  a  future  session.  In  a  measure  of 
that  nature  let  them  impose  as  severe  penalties 
as  they  liked ;  but,  for  the  misapplication  of 
money  from  one  service  to  another,  he  did  not 
see  his  way  to  inflict  a  pecuniary  punishment, 
especially  as  a  political  punishment  was 
awarded  by  the  House.  He  also  objected  to 
the  6lau8e  of  the  Bill  authorizing  the  Auditor 
to  prosecute  in  case  of  wrongful  expenditure.; 
the  Attorney-General  was  the  proper  person  to 
do  that.  Another  clause  required  the  "Treasurer 
to  make  up  quarterly  accounts.  Though  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  how  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  were  getting  on,  he  did  not 
think  quarterly  accounts  afforded  much  prac- 
tical information,  nor  any  but  those  corre- 
sponding with  the  financial  period.  He  did 
not  think  the  introduction  into  the  Provincial 
Audit  Bill  of  quarterly  accounts  was  any  im- 
provement, and  he  did  not  desire  to  see  them 
made  by  the  General  Government.  A  vast 
deal  of  clerical  labour  would  be  imposed  on  the 
Treasurer,  and  the  information  afforded  would 
not  be  worth  the  trouble.  These  objectionable 
parts  being  left  out,  there  was  nothing  left  in 
the  Bill  to  make  it  worth  passing,  and  he  should 
therefore  oppose  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WOOD  sskid  the  objections  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  were  matters 
of  detail,'  and  not  objections  to  the  principle  of 
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the  Bill  itself.  With  regard  to  the  three-fifths 
majority,  he  waa  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
honourable  member.  Seeing  the  House  con- 
stituted as  at  present,  he  (Mr.  Wood)  did  not 
think  that,  for  a  political  oSence,  there  would 
be  any  chance  whatever  of  getting  a  majority 
of  three-fifths  to  prosecute  a  Colonial  Treasurer. 
He  had,  therefore,  no  objection  to  have  an 
absolute  majority  inserted  instead.  He  denied, 
however,  that  the  House  at  present  had  it  in 
its  power  to  punish  the  Colonial  Treasurer  fcr 
any  offence  of  that  kind.  A  majority  of  one 
would  not  be  the  slightest  punishment  to  him. 
Those  seats  were  the  hardest  in  the  House  to 
sit  upon  ,and  therefore,  so  far  as  punishment 
was  concerned,  he  must  demur  to  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  the  honourable  member.  With 
regard  to  one  point — namely,  that  the  Treasurer 
was  at  present  accountant  to  the  Crown,  who 
bad  ample  power  to  punish  him  for  fraud,  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  (Mr.  Wood)  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  could  commit  any  fraud  if 
he  would.  From  the  way  the  accounts  were 
managed  at  present,  it  seemed  to  him  impos- 
sible that  he  could  dip  his  hand  into  the  Trea- 
sury chest  at  all,  for  the  revenues  were  paid  to 
an  account  on  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
could  not  operate  except  in  conjunction  with 
the  Governor.  Every  cheque  on  the  Treasury 
had  to  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Governor ;  and  the  Assistant- 
Treasurer — who  was  bound  in  very  heavy  secu- 
rities—  paid  the  cheques.  .  He  agreed  vrith 
the  honourable  member  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute ;  and 
also  on  the  question  of  quGkrterly  accounts, 
which  would  entail  a  great  deal  of  trouble — 
first  on  the  Treasurer  to  make  them  up,  and 
secondly  on  members  and  the  public  to  square 
these  quarterly  accounts  with  the  annual  ac- 
counts. It  would  be  scarcely  possible  by  any 
explanation  the  Government  could  offer  to 
show  iu  what  way  the  one  differed  from  the 
other.  They  would,  of  course,  proceed  with 
this  Bill  in  the  usual  way,  though  what  course 
would  be  adopted  with  regard  to  it  it  was  im- 
possible to  say. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  would  only  repeat  that 
the  Government  introduced  this  Bill,  not  be- 
cause they  believed  these  checks  to  be  neces- 
sary, but  because  they  were  pledged  to  the  House 
that  the  measure  applied  to  the  Provincial 
Government,  against  tne  wish  of  many  mem- 
bers, should  be  applied  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment also.  The  objection  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Mew  Plymouth  that  the  Bill  was 
worth  nothing — was  so  much  waste  paper — was 
one  that  was  applicable  to  four-fifths  of  the 
Acts  passed  by  this  House,  particularly  in  the 
session  of  1858,  and  they  would  not  do  any  very 
great  amount  of  injury  by  adding  one  pa.ge  to 
the  amount  of  waste  paper  the  colony  was  in 
possession  of. 

The  Honse  divided  on  the  question. 
Ates,  18 

Firth  Mantell  O'Horke 

Fox  Mason  Benall 

Harrison  O'NeiU  Taylor,  0.  J. 

Mr.  Wood 


Taylor,  W.  W. 
Williainsoii 

Wood.                       TeUtr. 
Ward. 

Nobs,  16. 

Atkinson 

Bell 

Cookson 

Creyko 

Hall 

Jollie 

Kixon                Weld 
Richmond,  A.  J.Wella 
Richmond,C.W.  Wilson. 
Richmond,  J.  C. 
Rowley                      TtBer. 
Stafford              Onxtis. 

Majority  against,  3. 
Motion  negatived,  and  Bill  thrown  out. 

FIRST  READINQ. 
Official  Administrators  Bill. 


SUPPLY, 
then  went  into 


Conunittea  tt 


The  Hoose 
Supply. 

m  COICHTTTEK. 

Class  m.  farther  considered. 

Besolved,  That  a  further  sam  of  £3,499 16(.  6i 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  coiti 
and  expenses  of  the  services  in  Class  HL 

CI.A88  IV. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,110 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  eori* 
and  charges  of  the  Registrar  of  Land  and  Deeds 
and  Registrar-General's  Departments. 

Class  V. 

Collector  and  Registrar  of  Shipiung,  I^ttel- 
ton,  £400. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  as  an  •nuol- 
ment,  That  an  address  be  presented  to  Hit 
Kxcellenoy  the  Governor  requesting  him  to 
recommend  to  the  House  to  vote  the  rani  of 
£100  additional  to  the  salary  of  the  (Vdlactor 
and  Registrar  of  Shipping  at  Lyttelton. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  amendmenL 


Atks,  16. 

Atkinson 

Jollie                 Bowley 

Cookson 

Monro,  D.          Stafford 

Creyke 

Nixon                 Weld. 

Domett 

Ormond                    TtOtr. 

Hall 

Richmond,  A.  J3eIL 

Harrison 

No«s,  17. 

Onrtis 

Mason                Taylor,  W.W. 

Featheiston 

Munro,  J.           Wells 

Firth 

O'Neill               Winiamm 

Fitzherbeit 

O'Rorke              Wilson. 

Fox 

RenaU                       TtOir. 

ManteU 

Taylor,  C.  J.       Wood. 

Majority  against,  S. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  SUfiSt 
15s.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  OMtf 
and  charges  of  the  departments  of  the  Coibait 
and  licensing  officers  onder  "  The  Arms  Act, 
1860." 

CI.A88  YI. — POSTAIm 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved.  That  an  address  be  pn- 
sented  to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him  t» 
recommend  a  sum  of  £100  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  sorting  the  English  mails  at  NeboB. 
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Motion  negatived. 

Postmaster,  Kapier,  £100. 

Mr.  ORMOND  moved.  That  an  address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him  to 
lecommend  a  sum  of  £50  addition^  to  the 
Postmaster's  salary  at  Napier. 

Motion  negatived. 

Original  item  agreed  to. 

Postmaster,  Nelson,  £275;  clerk,  Nelson, 
£200. 

Mr.  CUBTIS  moved,  That  £100  of  the  last 
item  be  transferred  to  "A — Qeneral,"  Class  VI. 

The  Committee  divided. 


AVBS  11. 

Atkinson 

Ormond             Weld 

Domett 

Richmond,  A.7. Wells. 

JoUie 

Richmond,C.W.        TeUer. 

Monro,  D. 

Richmond,  J.C.  Curtis. 

Nobs,  18. 

BeU 

Henderson         Rowley 

Colenso 

ManteU              Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cookson 

Hoson               Williamson 

Pirth 

Munro,  J.           Wood. 

Pox 

O'NeUl                      TeUer. 

Graham,  G. 

O'Borke            Ward. 

Hall 

Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  remaining  items  were  then  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Beiolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £86,875 
10b.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
costs  and  charges  of  the  postal  establishments. 

Cubs  U. 

B-LocaL 

Besohed,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,425 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  electoral  officers,  and  expenses  of 
elections,  and  printing,  and  contingencies. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL  (No.  2). 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  New  Provinces  Act  Amendment 
Bill  (No.  2)  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  ten 
■o'clock  pjn. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Uonday,  i6th  Auguit,  1861. 


'Studinz  Orders— Amu  Act  Conttnuanee  BUI— First 
Bfrfing— Canterbnry  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill 
.  (No.  8)— Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill— Di- 
Hued  Cattle  BiU— Pietoo  BaUway  Bill— Stand- 
ing Orden  for  Private  Bills  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakbs  took  the  ohair  at  two 
•o'clock. 

Punss. 

8TANDINO  ORDERS. 
"Hie  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved,  That 
^  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
4)«  sow  adopted. 


A  debate  ensued. 

The  question  was  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE 
OIBBES,  it  was  ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  adopting  a  Standing  Order  to 
the  effect  tiiat  a  member  in  charge  of  any  BiU 
be  allowed  the  right  of  reply  to  speeches  made 
on  the  question,  "  That  such  Bill  be  read  a 
seeond  time." 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill  was  further 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  with  amendments. 

FIRST  READING. 
New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 

CANTERBURY  AND  OTAGO  BOUNDARY 
BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Canterbury  and  Otago  Boundary  Bill 
(No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in 
Conmiittee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  without 
amendment. 

PROTECnON  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

The  Protection  of  Certain  Animals  BiU  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  vrith  amendments. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
The  Diseased   Cattle  BUI  was  recommitted, 
farther  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
to  the  CouncU  with  amendments. 

PICTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Picton  RaUway  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ing the  preamble. 

A  debate  ensued. 

Motion  negatived. 

BiU  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

STANDING  ORDERS  FOB  PRIVATE 
BILLS  BILL. 

The  Standing  Orders  for  Private  BUls  BiU 
was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  without 
amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  five  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tutaday,  27th  August,  1861. 

Aackland  Immimition  Certiacate  Aot  1858  Amend- 
ment Bill— Third  Beadingo— Protection  of  Cer- 
tain Animals  Bill- New  Frovinoes  Act  Amend- 
ment BIU  (Ho.  Sj. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxaxsb  took  the  chair  at  twa 
o'clock. 

PSATIBS. 
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AUCKIiAND    IMMIGHATION    CERTIFI- 
CATE ACT  1868  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  OSBORNE  QIBBES  asked, 
Whether  it  is  proposed  by  any  member  of  the 
Provincial  Govemment  of  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land sitting  in  the  General  Assembly  of  New 
Zealand,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  providing  for  the 
investigation  of  the  claims  for  land  by  the 
immigrants  into  this  province  under  "  the  Whit- 
aker  Regulations." 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  replied  that  the 
course  intended  to  be  pursued  would  be  seen 
by  the  Bill  which  he  was  about  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce.  [The  honourable  gentleman  then 
entered  into  a  history  of  the  Whitaker  Land 
Regulations,  and  the  cause  why  the  claims  of 
immigrants  under  those  regulations  had  not 
been  satisfied  ;  and  concluded  by  asking  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  clause  2  of  "  The 
Auckland  Immigration  Certificates  Act,  1858."J 

Bill  introduced. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill,  Canterbury  and 
Otago  Boundary  Bill  (No.  2),  Standing  Orders 
for  Private  Bills  BiU. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

The  Protection  of  Certain  Animals  BiU  was 
leoommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  CouncU  without  amend- 
ment. 

NEW  PROVINOES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATTS  RUSSELL  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  New  Provinces  Act 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 

The  CouncU  divided. 


Ates,  7 
Russell,  Watts  Swainson 
SeweU  Tancred. 


Qibbes 
Pollen 
Richmond 

Noes,  4. 
Cutfield  Russell,  A.  H. 

Kenny  Salmon. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  BiU  read  a  second 
time. 

The  CouncU  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  BiU. 

IB  COMUITTEB. 

Clause  2. — Number  of  electors  signing  the 
requisition  to  be  two  hundred  and  one. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  To  omit  the  words  '•  two  hundred 
and  one,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  words  "  one 
hundred  and  fifty  "  in  Ueu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  so 
omitted." 

Aybs,  5. 
Cntfield  Kenny  Salmon. 

Oibbes  RosseU,  A.  H. 


NOKB,  6. 
Pollen  Russell,  Watts  Swainson 

Richmond         SeweU  Taneied. 

Majority  against,  1. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved.  That  tlie 
following  words  be  inserted  as  a  clause  o!  th« 
'BiU:  No  new  province  shall  be  procl&iiiied 
under  the  provisions  of  "  The  New  Provincef 
Act,  1858,"  until  after  the  expiration  of  the- 
next  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Axes,  4. 
PoUen  SeweU 

RusseU,  Watts        Swainson. 


Noes,  7. 
Richmond  Salmon 

Russell,  A.  H.    Tancred. 


Cutfield 

Gibbes 

Kenny 

Majority  against,  S. 

Motion  negatived. 

BiU  reported  to  the  OoonoU  with  uaiui- 
ments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   BEPSESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  S7lk  August,  1861, 


Address  to' His  Excellency— Bopply. 
Mr.  Spbaxeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatsbs. 

ADDRESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
Mr.  DOMETT  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
foUowing  address  to  His  EzceUency  ths  Go- 
vernor : — 

BIaY  it  PIiBAaE  TOUB  EXCKLUSKOT,— 

We,  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Fsriiir 
ment  assembled,  desire,  on  the  appio*cliiii( 
departure  of  your  ExceUency,  to  oonrej  tbe 
assurance  of  our  consideration  and  esteem. 

We  feel  that  our  special  thanks  are  dne  to 
your  Excellency  for  the  spirit  of  fiani  t^^ 
cordial  good  faith  in  which  the  duty  intmsted 
to  you,  of  introducing  the  system  of  Respon- 
sible Govemment  into  this  colony,  bai  been 
accomplished.  To  your  Excellency's  uniform 
and  sincere  desire  to  recognize  to  the  foHat 
extent  permitted  by  your  sense  of  what  »« 
due  to  the  interests  of  the  Imperial  Goteni- 
ment  aU  the  constitutional  rights  tmd  prinleges 
of  this  House  as  a  representative  AssemWy,  to 
give  free  scope  for  the  legitimate  exorcise  of 
'the  functions  of  govemment  by  the  petsons 
possessing  its  conisdence,  and  to  co-opento 
with  it  and  them  in  every  effort  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  we  cannot  but  recognire  that 
much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
working  of  the  form  of  govemment  in  qnwUoo 
is  to  be  attributed. 

It  is  further  particularly  moumbeot  n}ioit 
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«(,  M  tibe  retveaentatives  of  the  eolonistB  of 
Kew  Zealand,  to  express  on  the  present  oooadon 
cm  appreciation  of  the  motives  which  have 
•ctnatM  your  Bxcellenoy  in  the  attempt  to 
make  the  sovereignty  of  the  Qneen  and  the 
antbority  of  the  law  sapreme  throughout  th^se 
Islands.  We  declare  our  oonvietion  that  your 
Exeellenoy  has  been  solely  influenced,  in  the 
proceedings  connected  with  the  Native  war,  by 
the  sincerest  wish  to  place  the  relations  between 
fte  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  and 
Her  Uajesty's  Grovemment  on  a  basis  upon 
which  the  best  interests  of  the  former — those 
indicated  by  considerations  the  largest  and 
Btost  enlightened — might  be  safely  reconciled 
with  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  Euro- 
pean colonists. 

To  the  frank  and  straightforward  courtesy, 
the  candour  and  afiability,  evinced  on  all  oc- 
casions by  your  Excellency  in  your  personal 
intercourse  with  all  classes  of  the  settlers  we 
bear  oni  unanimous  testimony. 

And  we  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  our 
•earnest  wishes  for  your  Excellency's  welfare 
and  prosperity  in  any  sphere  of  duty  to  which 
your  Excellency  may  hereafter  be  called. 

The  honourable  member  said  he  had  been  led 
by  his  knowledge  of  the  views  of  many  in  the 
Eooae  to  conch  the  address  in  as  moderate 
terms  as  possible  ;  for,  if  he  had  expressed  his 
ewn  opinion  of  His  Excellency,  the  language 
would  have  been  ten  times  stronger  than  it  was. 
He  did  not  believe  the  address  expressed  one 
tithe  of  the  obligations  they  were  under  to  the 
-Oovemor.  His  Excellency  deserved  the  thanks 
of  the  House  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
earned  out  the  task  of  introducing  Responsible 
'  Government  to  this  country,  and  the  care  which 
he  ever  took  to  give  effect  to  the  Constitution 
in  its  most  liberal  interpretation  earned  for 
him  the  gratitude  of  the  colony.  He  glave  the 
freest  action  to  the  Executive  of  the  country, 
which  was  not  incompatible  with  the  interests 
of  the  Crown.  His  Excellency  had  established 
general  rules  for  the  guidance  of  himself  and 
the  Ministers  {lossessing  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  and  to  these  he  had  most  religiously 
idhered  throughout  his  entire  administration 
of^nblie  affairs,  never  once  violating  them  in 
ipirit,  though  they  were  necessarily  vague ; 
sad,  if  for  this  alone,  the  House  and  country 
were  under  lasting  obligations  to  His  Excel- 
Isney,  for  they  could  easily  conceive  what  might 
have  occurred  vnth  a  Oovemor  more  disposed 
to  sibitraiy  proceedings  than  Governor  Browne. 
The  dissensions,  bickerings,  and  bad  feeling 
which  undue  interference  with  the  Besponsible 
Ministers  and  the  privileges  and  rights  of  the 
House  would  have  produced  had  been  altogether 
avoided  by  the  course  adopted  by  Oovemor 
Browne.  That  was  the  first  question  alluded 
to  in  the  address ;  and  there  could  be  no  two 
o^nions  of  His  Excellency's  conduct  in  the 
Batter.  The  second  question  in  the  address 
MS  that  of  the  Native  war ;  and  he  had  been 
cratious  not  to  introduce  any  opinion  as  to  the 
letaOs  of  the  war,  but  had  simply  ocmfined  him- 
islf  to  an  expression  of  the  purity  of  His  Ex- 
cellenoy'«  intentions  in  the  matter.    In  that 


matter  the  Oovemor  deserved  well  of  the  coun- 
try. He  had  stood  boldly  against  the  old  sys- 
tem of  truckling  to  the  Maoris  on  all  occasions, 
and  making  the  interests  of  the  Europeans 
subordinate  to  those  of  the  Natives.  Govemot 
Browne  was  not  content  to  look  upon  the  inter- 
ests of  the  European  population  as  of  secondary 
importance;  and  he  thought  it  would  not  m 
denied  on  all  sides  that  His  Excellency  had 
made  a  most  gallant  stand  against  those  men 
in  the  Old  Comitry  known  as  the  Exeter  Hall 
party,  whose  machinations  had  been  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  the  settlers  in 
the  colony,  and  detrimental  also  to  the  Natives 
of  New  Zealand.  Their  doctrine  of  humani- 
tarianism  met  a  check  from  His  Excellency 
Oovemor  Browne,  who  felt  it  to  be  as  sacred  a 
duty  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  white 
settlers  of  New  Zealand  as  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  to  the  neglect  of  the 
Europeans.  This,  in  his  (Mr.  Domett's)  opin- 
ion, was  a  much  more  sacred  duty ;  and  it  had 
not  been  forgotten  by  His  Excellency,  for  which 
the  thanks  of  the  colony  should  be  tendered  to 
him,  and  on  account  of  which  service  future 
colonists  would  themk  him  with  grateful  hearts. 
With  respect  to  the  personal  character  of  Hia 
Exoellenoy,  to  which  reference  was  next  made 
in  the  address,  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
two  opinions  :  no  person  would  dispute  the 
frankness,  courtesy,  truthfulness,  and  upright- 
ness of  the  Oovemor  in  his  dealings  with  the 
settlers  in  this  country.  Wordsworth  had 
said, — 

The  child  is  father  to  the  man ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Domett)  had  been  informed,  by  a 
gentleman  long  resident  in  this  country,  thait 
when  His  Excellency  was  at  school  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  that  amiability  of  character  and 
high  honourable  principles  which  had  since 
distinguished  him  through  life.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  unanimously  consent  to  this  ad- 
dress to  His  Excellency  without  a  debate. 

Hr.  BUSSELL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CABLETON  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  would  consent  to  omit  a 
single  word  from  the  address.  He  alluded  to 
the  word  "  enlightened,"  in  the  third  para- 
graph ;  and  peAaps  it  might  be  as  wdl  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  between  the  dashes  in 
that  paragraph,  as  they  were  not  required  in 
the  oonstraotion  of  the  sentence.  The  words 
were,  "  those  indicated  by  considerations  the 
lugest  and  most  enlightened,"  and  the  honoui- 
able  gentleman  would  see  that  this  proposition 
involved  a  principle  to  which  he  (Mr.  Oarletm^ 
and  several  other  gentlemen  m  the  House 
could  not  assent.  He  was  anxious  to  vote  for 
the  address ;  and  the  removal  of  these  words 
might  have  the  effect  of  allowing  the  address  to 
pass  unanimously. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  was  willing  to  omit 
the  words  objected  to  by  the  honourable  memf 
her  for  the  Bay  of  blands,  for  the-  sake  of 
unanimity.  He  would  object  to  a  propositian 
that  had  been  made  by  the  Premier,  to  refer 
the  address  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  consent  to  refer  the  pie- 
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paiation  of  an  address  to  a  Select  Oommittee, 
beoanse  that  was  the  only  means  1^  which  the 
views  of  all  the  members  of  the  House  could 
be  represented ;  and  the  address,  to  be  of  any 
value,  should  be  unanimous.  It  was  the  usuu 
course  to  refer  matters  of  this  sort  to  a  Select 
Oommittee ;  and  he  regretted  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  consulted  the  Ooyem- 
ment  before  proposing  the  address,  as,  with  a 
few  slight  alterations,  in  addition  to  that  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  the  address  would  meet  the  views 
of  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  He  could  not  consent  to  the  address 
as  it  at  present  stood ;  and,  as  the  motion  was 
pressed  on  the  House,  he  would  move,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  address  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  with  directions  to  prepare  a 
report  for  to-morrow :  the  Committee  to  consist 
of  Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  0.  W.  Rich- 
mond, Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Colonel  Nixon,  Mr. 
Williamson,  Mr.  JoUie,  and  Mr.  Pox.  That 
Oommittee  represented  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  would  prepare  an  address  more  compre- 
hensive and  unambiguous  than  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City. 

Mr.  OABLETON.— Might  I  ask,  as  a  favour, 
that  you  would  remove  my  name  from  the  Se- 
lect Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  agreed  to  do  so,  and  substituted 
that  of  Dr.  Featherston. 

Mr.  HARRISON  concurred  in  every  word  in 
the  address  as  proposed,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  House.  He  hoped 
the  Oolonial  Secretary  would  not  press  his 
amendment,  but  allow  the  address  to  be  at 
once  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CURTIS  hoped  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  would  consent  to 
no  amendment  of  the  address. 

Mr.  MANTELL  thought  the  address  rather 
hazy.  He  could  not  consent  to  it,  as  it  con- 
tained grammatical  defects  which  he  did  not 
wish  to  father. 

Mr.  DOMETT.— Would  the  Native  Minister 
point  out  those  defects  ? 

Mr.  MANTELL.— There  is  a  great  deal  of 
confusion  of  meaning  in  the  latter  clause  of  the 
third  paragraph ;  it  might  mean  anything  or 
nothing  :  "  We  declare  our  conviction  that  your 
Excellency  has  been  solely  influenced,  in  the 
proceedings  connected  with  the  Native  war,  by 
the  sincerest  wish  to  pltMe  the  relations  be- 
tween the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  New  Zea- 
land," iSec.  I  think  I  was  wrong  in  calling  tfaat 
a  grammatical  error.  But  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  failed  to  express  his  meaning. 
As  the  sentence  at  present  stands  it  may  mean 
that  "  we  declare  our  conviction  that  your  Ex- 
cellency has  been  solely  influenced  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  other  people  connected  with  the 
Native  war,"  which  would  have  been  avoided 
if  the  pronoun  "  your  "  had  been  used  instead 
of  the  definite  article  "  the." 

Mr.  DOMETT.— That  is  a  beautiful  speci- 
men of  hyperoriticism  indeed. 
.    Mr.  MANTELL   protested  against   a  vote 
being  taken  on  a  motion  of  wis   kind.     It 
Ur.  Fox 


should  be  tinanimons,  if  it  was  to  poasesi  uj 
weight  whatever. 

Ut.  3.  C.  RICHMOND  confessed  he  could 
not  see  the  hazy  difficulty  which  snggertad 
itself  to  the  critical  mind  of  the  Native  Uinii. 
ter;  and,  now  that  the  grammatical  objectioa 
was  removed,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentie. 
men  opposite  would  gracefully  adopt  the  ad- 
dress, or  state  their  real  opposition.  If  Uuy 
believed  that  His  Excellency  had  not  been 
actuated  by  pure  motives  in  the  condnct  of 
the  war,  in  God's  name  let  it  be  stated;  iss 
he  never  would  consent  to  an  address  to  uf 
officer,  however  high,  or  however  snccessfol  lu 
mi^bt  have  been,  if  it  was  established  to  hii 
satisfaction  that  that  officer  had  been  actn^ed 
by  low  motives. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  cordially  agreed  with  Ui» 
address  as  it  originally  stood ;  and  he  hqied 
it  would  be  imanimously  passed. 

Mr.  COLENSO  hoped  the  honourable  gmtl^ 
man  who  proposed  the  address  would  coiuent 
to  no  alteration,  and  would  resist  the  attempt 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  to  have  it  placed  in  the 
alembic  of  a  Select  Committee,  unless  choeei 
by  ballot.  On  this  occasion  the  proposer  of 
the  address  could  not  be  told  that  he  wis  out 
of  ^place,  as  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  bad  been  on  s 
late  ocoasion,  for  it  was  the  du^  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  proposed  this  address,  whidi 
it  was  manifest  they  had  neglected  to  do.  If  s 
Select  Committee  were  apx>ointed  they  mi^t 
discuss  it  for  several  days,  and  Sir  Oengt 
Grey,  in  the  meantime,  would  have  anirod, 
when  it  would  be  too  late. 

Mr.  FIBTH  would  have  been  better  pleswl 
if  the  address  to  His  Excellency  had  bees 
allowed  to  pass  without  comment ;  but  if  thoe 
was  one  reason  which  would  lead  him  to  look  on 
this  discussion  as  not  wholly  useless  it  wuthii: 
that,  although  at  the  expense  of  doing  whit 
ought  to  have  been  a  graceful  duty  gracefollT 
performed,  if  the  discussion  had  the  efiect  of 
eliciting  the  real  opinion  of  Ministers  on  the 
Native  question  it  would  qot  be  without  its 
use.  He  did  not  know  what  the  honounhle 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment  ob- 
jected to  in  the  address.  Had  the  address  the 
fault,  in  his  eyes,  of  not  going  far  enough? 
Did  it  go  too  far,  in  saying  ihat  His  Excel- 
lency hftd  been  actuated  by  pure  motives  in  hit 
conduct  of  the  Taranaki  war  ?  Let  the  letl 
objection  be  stated.  They  had  met,  not  ts 
bandy  unmeaning  compliments,  but  to  speel 
what  they  thought  of  the  man  to  whom  they 
were  about  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect,  in  sin- 
cerity and  in  truth.  He  (Mr.  Firth)  believed 
His  Excellency  deserved  this  tribute  of  re- 
spect from  the  House  and  country.  If  Bis 
Excellency  had  not  succeeded  in  doing  what 
they  believed  to  be  the  right  thing,  ho  had  tt 
least  tried  to  do  it,  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously, and  that  was  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pected reasonably  from  him  or  any  other  msn. 
Success  was  not  the  test  of  a  man's  sinoeiitT; 
and  an  honest  and  earnest  desire  to  do  one's 
duty  was  all  that  was  required.  His  Excel- 
lenoy  had  done  his  duty  well ;  and  he  deserved 
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tiie  thanks  of  the  Honse  for  his  manly  con- 
dnot.  He  (Mr.  Firth>  confessed  his  inability 
to  nndeistcuid  the  objections  to  the  address 
urged  by  the  members  of  the  Gktvemment ;  but 
thai  was  nothing  nnusual,  for  on  this  Native 
qpestion  he  never  knew  their  whereabouts. 
They  were  alvrays  shifting  their  ground.  Was 
it  ^at  they  had  changed  their  opinions  once 
more,  and  were  prepared  to  sanction  a.  policy 
opposed  to  that  on  which  they  took  office  ?  If 
ao,  it  was  right  the  House  and  the  country 
alMold  know  the  fact,  and  the  policy  of  the 
men  in  whose  hands  their  interests  daring  the 
reoen  would  be  deposited.  They  all  remem- 
bered the  manner  in  which  the  Colonial  Secre- 
taiy  entered  the  House  after  being  sworn  into 
ofiSce :  it  reminded  him  (Mr.  Firth)  more  of  a 
reemitiiig  sergeant  than  anything  else.  The 
honomable  gentleman  entered  the  House  with 
flAjinting  colours,  holding  out  inducements 
light  and  left  to  enlist  in  his  band.  He  offered 
the  direct- purchase  shilling  to  one;  another 
wa*  pleased  with  a  promise  of  Native  tri- 
biinafs ;  a  third  offer  was  made  to  another ; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  himself,  or  the 
Ministry  in  a  body,  were  to  go  to  the  Waikato 
and  negotiate.  Great  results  were  to  follow 
thaee  n^otiations.  Where  were  those  results 
Tiaible  ?  What  had  become  of  the  promises 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman?  And 
yet,  with  a  strange  inconsistency,  he  now  re- 
fused to  pay  a  parting  compliment  of  thanks 
to  one  'who  at  least  honestly  tried  to  perform 
the  work  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  promised  to  do 
bat  never  attempted.  If  Governor  Browne 
bad  done  one  thing  more  than  another  for 
whioh  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand  should 
thank  him,  it  was  because  he  had  brought  the 
power  of  ^e  British  Govenmient  face  to  face 
with  the  greatest  question  which  could  affect 
the  colonists.  And  he  could  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govenmient 
that  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand — at  least  the 
mhabitants  of  the  northern  province — did  not 
bate  one  tittle  of  the  estimation  in  which  they 
held  His  Excellency  for  his  treatment  of  this 
question  because  he  had  not  been  confirmed 
in  hia  aathority  here.  And  when  Sir  George 
Qiey  arrived  among  them  they  would  be  ready 
to  give  him  a  hearty  welcome,  and  cordial,  and 
nndivided  support  so  long  as  his  policy  was 
loyal  to  the  British  Crown ;  and  they  had  no 
reason  to  snppose  it  would  be  different.  But 
tiiey  were  not  to  withhold  an  expression  of 
thanks,  honestly  earned,  to  Governor  Browne, 
simply  because  he  was  about  to  be  succeeded 
by  Sir  George  Grey.  This  discussion  had, 
however,  raised  the  question  of  the  Native 
policy  of  the  Government ;  and  it  was  not  too 
mi»  to  declare  what  in  reality  it  was.  When 
fte  Government  took  office  they  told  the 
House  and  the  country  that  there  were  no  two 
opinions  on  the  Native  question.  The  Go- 
vernor and  his  new  Advisers  were  agreed  on 
that  question ;  and  the  only  difference  between 
the  late  Government  and  their  successors  was 
in  the  mode  by  which  the  policy  was  to  be 
Mmed  ont,  the  distinction  being  simply  as  to 
the  amount  of  energy  to  be  employed.     But, 


if  there  were  now  two  opiniotas  on  the  Native 
question,  let  it  be  stated  openly  on  the  floor  of 
the  House,  so  that  honourable  members  might 
understand  exactly  what  was  meant  by  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  held  seats  in  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  would  go  further,  and  say  that, 
if  the  Government  held  an  opinion  different 
to-day  from  what  they  announced  on  taking 
office,  they  had  no  right  to  the  seats  they  occu- 
pied, because,  on  the  Native  question  at  least, 
the  great  majority  of  the  House  were  agreed. 
The  Government  had  in  lio  wise  altered  the 
policy  of  their  predecessors;  there  was  no 
more  energy  displayed  by  them  in  bringing 
matters  to  conclusions ;  and  if,  in  the  face  of 
this  manifest  non-fulfilment  of  promises,  it 
was  now  sought  to  assent  to  a  line  of  policy, 
during  the  recess,  different  from  that  held  by 
Ovoemor  Browne,  the  House  and  the  country 
could  not  repose  confidence  in  them,  The 
thing  to  be  sought  was  the  maintenance  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  and  the  establish- 
ment of  law  and  order  on  a  firm  basis  ;  and  if 
honourable  gentlemen  at  the  Ministerial  table 
were  prepared  to  depart  from  what  it  had  been 
a  settled  thing  by  the  House  from  the  first 
should  be  done,  they  were  no  longer  perform- 
ing those  functions  of  government  which  they 
nndertookon  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the 
House.  He  was  glad,  at  all  events,  that  an 
opportunity  had  arisen  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion of  pointing  out  to  the  country  how  far  the 
the  performance  of  the  Government  had  fallen 
short  of  their  promises.  [The  honourable 
gentleman  concluded  by  supporting  the  ad- 
dress, as  only  a  feeble  expression  of  the  esteem 
in  which  the  people  of  this  country  held  His 
Excellency  Governor  Browne.] 

Mr.  WKLD  said  that,  after  what  had  hap- 
ened,  even  if  the  address  was  so  drawn  out  as 
to  pass  unanimously,  it  would  not  be  a  grtice- 
ful  compliment  to  His  Excellency.  What 
would  be  the  result  if  the  address  was  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  chosen  from  both  sides 
of  the  House?  They  would  have  the  same 
address  proposed,  only  studiously  omitting  the 
paragraph  giving  His  Excellency  credit  for 
pure  motives,  the  possession  of  which  by  His 
Excellency  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  to 
deny ;  and  he  hoped,  now  that  this  discussion 
had  taken  place,  the  House  would  not  consent 
to  the  address  being  withdrawn  in  order  that 
something  more  milk-and- watery  might  be  sub- 
stituted. It  would  be  better  for  the  House  to 
carry  this  address  by  a  bare  majority  than 
that  something  should  be  adopted  unani- 
mously so  weak  and  so — as.  an  honourable 
member  had  said — "  nasty ;"  and  he  confessed 
that  anything  weaker  than  the  address  as  it 
stood  would  taste  rather  nasty  to  his  palate. 
He  was  rather  surprised  that  there  should  be 
any  objection  to  the  address  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, for  he  (Mr.  Weld)  well  recollected 
that,  on  the  occasion  to  which  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Mr.  Firth)  referred,  when  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary came  down  to  the  House  flying  the 
ribbons  of  a  recruiting  sergeant,  the  colour 
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which  carried  th^  House  wm  that  of  Govemor 
Browne.  It  was  the  adhesion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  Governor  Browne's  policy  that  carried 
the  House ;  and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  did  not  un- 
derstand now  how  that  honourable  gentle- 
man could  object  to  an  address  expressing 
the  conviction  of  the  House  in  the  purity  of 
His  Excellency's  motives  in  relation  to  that 
very  policy  to  which  he  had  publicly  given  his 
adhesion  in  the  House.  He  was  disappointed 
in  one  respect,  but  not  in  another;  for,  as 
they  had  never  seen  the  spectacle  of  a  united 
Government  on  any  ijuestion  since  the  present 
Ministry  came  into  office,  doubtless  on  this 
occasion  members  of  the  Executive  would  be 
found  supporting  the  address. 

Mr.  WARD  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  the 
address  as  it  originally  stood;  he  would  vote, 
also  for  it  with  the  sentence  omitted  to  which 
exception  had  been  taken,  because  it  expressed 
his  own  views  in  relation  to  His  Excellency. 
But  he  did  think  the  proposition  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  reasonable,  that  the  com- 
mon usage  of  the  House  should  be  observed, 
and  the  address  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
He  understood  the  precise  meeoiing  of  the  ad- 
dress, reading  it  critically,  but  it  was  rather 
ambiguous  in  parts,  and  was  capable  of  im- 

Erovement.  He  was  sure  an  address  prepared 
y  the  Committee  named  by  the  Premier 
would  be  more  grateful  to  His  Excellency, 
because  it  would  represent  the  views  of  the 
entire  House,  than  an  address  written  by  on 
honourable  gentleman  without  consulting  the 
feelings  of  the  House.  It  did  not  foUow  that 
the  Committee  would  make  it  we^er  in  ex- 
pression :  he  thought,  on  the  contrary,  the 
address  would  be  more  explicit  and  compre- 
hensive. He  regretted  much  the  party  spirit 
and.personal  feeling  imported  into  the  debate 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  (Mr.  Firth),  and  he  was  sure  his  honour- 
able colleague  had  done  nothing  to  draw 
down  upon  him  such  a  bitter  personal  at- 
tack. That  speech  was  not  calculated  to 
create  the  unanimity  so  much  to  be  desired. 
When  they  were  about  to  do  an  act  which  was 
like  writing  the  political  epitaph  of  His  Excel- 
lency they  should  sink  difierences,  and,  as 
was  usual  on  such  occasions,  forget  the  little 
faults  of  the  Governor,  and  remember  only 
his  great  virtues.  For  his  own  part  he  could 
heartily  subscribe  to  every  word  in  the  address, 
but  did  not  see  any  objection  to  referring  it  to 
a  Select  Committee  for  the  sake  of  unanimity. 
Mr.  WILSON  said  be  had  not  intended  to 
join  in  this  discussion,  as  he  thought  the  ad- 
dress would  have  been  tmanimously  adopted ; 
but  he  could  not  see  any  harm  now  in  express- 
ing hia  sentiments.  He  was  sorry  he  could  not 
congratulate  the  Postmaster-General  for  the 
illustration  he  had  used  in  his  speech.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  a  very  long  tmie  indeed 
before  Governor  Browne's  tombstone  would  be 
sculptured,  and  still  longer  till  his  epitaph, 
either  politically  or  physically,  would  be  en- 
graven thereon.  There  was  one  subject  on 
which  he  would  like  to  address  the  Eooae.  He 
Mr.  Weld 


had  observed  that  when  anything  was  dose  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Government,  it  was  sua 
never  to  meet  their  wishes.  He  thought  tba 
address  was  weak  and  milk-and-wsteiy  tam^, 
and  they  were  told  from  the  Govemmant  nd* 
of  the  House  that  they  should  dilute  it  a  iittla 
more.  He  was  sorry  that  a  oonsoltatiott— if  it 
would  have  led  to  unanimity — had  not  basa 
held  before  the  resolution  came  before  the 
House,  but  it  would  not  now  do  to  refer  it  to  • 
Select  Committee.  An  honourable  gentUman 
had  lately  adced  the  Canterbury  memben  in 
what  position  they  would  be  on  their  letam  to 
their  constituents,  and  he  confessed  he  nwdd 
not  like  to  answer  that  question  if  they  ooa- 
sented  to  refer  the  address  to  a  Select  Ceao- 
mittee.  He  did  not  know  how  he  would  tliMi 
stand  if  he  was  asked  that.  Hia  oonstitiMDti 
had  not  sent  him  to  that  House  to  see  a 
farce,  much  less  to  enact  a  farce  there,  and  ha 
did  think  that,  considering  the  writingi  add 
speeches  of  some  honourable  gentlemoi  namod 
on  the  Select  Gonmiittee,  it  would  not  ba  a 
rich  farce  but  a  poor  farce  to  refer  the  addzaa 
to  those  gentlemen ;  for  it  waa  not  to  ba  a- 
pected  that  those  Illustrious  men  would  no* 
retract  all  they  had  written  and  spcdcen  abea* 
the  Governor's  policy.  When  he  was  aa.  tba 
subject  of  farces,  he  would  reoonunend  them 
to  go  and  see  "  The  Unfinished  Gentlamaa," 
and  not  enact  a  farce  in  that  House. 

Mr.  WOOD  was  quite  willing  to  vote  for  the 
address  as  it  stood,  and  without  injury  to  hi* 
conscience.  He  did,  however,  hope  HiaA  the 
House  would  accede  to  the  reasonable  requert 
of  the  Premier,  and  refer  the  matter  to  a  Beltat 
Conmiittee.  He  deprecated  the  speeoh  ot  tk* 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  Weat  at 
one  of  a  personal  and  party  nature,  and  entinl; 
out  of  place  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  DOMETT  announced,  in  reply  to  a  la- 
mark  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  tkat  ha  had 
consented  to  omit  the  sentence  in  the  fiiat 
instance  for  the  sake  of  a  unanimona  vot« ;  dot 
after  what  had  taken  place,  and  fi»  it  waa  tk* 
wish  of  the  majority  of  the  Honso,  he  waaM 
not  now  consent  to  any  alteration. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  supported  the  addisM, 
and  said  the  only  objection  to  the  third  P*^ 
graph  could  be  to  the  expression  of  Qio  odiaf 
it  enunciated  in  the  purity  of  His  Ezcelleoay's 
motives  regarding  the  Taranaki  war.  How,  if 
that  was  expungod,  the  paragraph  would  meaa 
nothing ;  and  it  had  never  been  dispat«d,eitlHt 
in  public  or  private,  that  His  Exoelleaoy  had 
been  actuated  throughout  these  tmziaMtiMt 
by  any  but  the  purest  of  motivaa.  If  thay 
struck  out  that  paragraph,  there  oonld  ba  na 
doubt  they  were  not  expressing  the  opinion  al 
the  country  in  the  matter,  for  people  oot-ef- 
doors  were  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  His 
Excellency's  conduct.  Then,  if  they  modified 
the  second  paragraph,  they  would  throw  eoU 
water  on  the  address  altogether.  They  oonld 
not  do  that  with  justice,  for  certainly  gtart 
credit  was  due  to  His  Excellency  tat  tha 
manner  in  which  he  had  carried  ont  Ba^cn- 
sible  Government  in  this  colony.  He  caaU 
not  accede  to  a  conisa,  therefora,  whiob  ynM 
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nuke  the  addrfas  a  snbjeot  o{   humiliation 
mtiiar  than  of  gratification  to  the  Governor. 

Ur.  CARLEiTON,  after  referring  to  the 
•peeohes  of  sevezal  honourable  members,  and 
MToeating  the  reference  of  the  address  to  a 
Select  Committee,  said  he  could  not  assent  to 
the  address  as  it  at  present  stood,  because  it 
-wonld  commit  him  and  those  who  acted  with 
him  to  principles  to  which  he  had  been  oon- 
listentljr  opposed  since  1858.  The  honourable 
Biember  for  AncUand  City  West  had  challenged 
tiie  OoTonment  side  of  the  House  to  give  a 
leason  for  opposing  the  address.  He  (Mr. 
(Wleton)  accepted  that  challenge,  and  wonld 
give  his  reason  for  withholding  his  support 
Bom  the  address.     The  words  "  enlightened 

Slicy  "  opened  up  the  whole  question.    There 
A  been  three  polidee  in  New  Zealand :  the 
enlightened  policy — that  of  Mr.  Fenton,  and 
inbodnced  by  the  late  Government  with  the 
tsnctioD  of  His  Excellency;   the  obstructive 
poUoy — that  of  Mr.  McLean,  and  adopted  by 
His  Exoelloncy  in  preference  to  the  enlightened 
yohcy  i(hich  he  had  previously  countenanced, 
and  which  was  in  a  fair  way  of  striking  deep 
not  into  their  institutions.    There  had  also 
been  a  policy  in  the  country  before  the  intro- 
dnetian  of  Responsible  Government,  based  on 
Mtsonal  influence,  and  known  as  Sir  George 
0iey's  policy.    That  policy  never  came  to  any- 
thing.   Being  based  on  personal  influence,  its 
tfeets  passed  away  with  the  man.    Had  the 
yolicy  inangurated  by  the  late   Government 
m  18S8  been  continued,  he  would  have  voted 
•a  address  to  His  Excellency,  for  his  Native 
policy  would  then  have  been  based  on  en- 
Bghtened  principles;  but  he  chose  to  aban- 
don that  policy  for  the  obstmotive  policy  of 
Mr.  McLean.      The  effect  of  Mr.   McLean's 
policy  reminded  him  strongly  of  one  of  the 
punishments  he  read  of  in  Dante,  where  those 
who  wen  robjected  to  it  were  obliged  to  walk 
in  the  diuigeons  beneath  with  leaden  capes  on 
their  shoulders,  which  absolutely  bowed  them 
4own.    His  Excellency  had  been  for  several 
ysars  past  literally  pressed  down  by  the  leaden 
«ape   forced  on   hmi  by  the   policy  of    Mr. 
McLean.    The  real  cause  of  the  Ijand  League 
had  been  the  land-purchase  system  adopted  by 
that  ot&oet. — (No.)— -He  believed  so ;  it  was  the 
tenet  pnrcha!ise  of  land,  as  opposed  to  the 
open  system  of  purchase,  to  which  the  Natives 
objeoted :  the  system  of  ground-bait,  of  plant- 
ing seed  potatoes,  and  then,  after  getting  in 
the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  attempting  the  pur- 
chase from  individnal  Natives,  and  paying  for 
the  land  without  bringing  the  question  before 
the  whole  tribe.    It  was  that  system  that  had 
pmdnced  the  Land  League. — (No.) — This  was 
■ot  the  place  to  make  good  what  he  said,  but 
ha  wonild   willingly  te^e   np   the   challenge 
•od  prove   his  assertion   if   an   opportunity 
was  oaered.    The  word  "  enlightened  "  seemed 
to  be  aa  unlucky  word ;  for  its  insertion  in  a 
testimonial  to  Hu  Excellency,  after  its  signa- 
ture by  himself  and  others,  had  compelled  the 
nmoval  of  several  names  from  that  hst.    That 
*ss  a  most  painful  duty;  but  it  had  been 
tMcad  vfcm.  him,  although  he  yielded  to  no 


man  in  his  personal  admiration  of  Governor 
Browne.  Sir  George  Grey  was  a  lucky  man  : 
he  had  been  most  fortunate  in  his  appoint- 
ments. He  came  at  a  time  when  any  man  of 
ordinary  ability  would  solve  the  difficulty,  for 
the  Natives  only  stood  on  a  point  of  honour, 
and  would  not  fight.  The  removal  of  Governor 
Browne  would  satisfy  their  scruples  of  honour : 
and  they  would  meet  his  successor  more  tfaaa 
half  way. — (No,  no.) — He  believed  so ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  felt  that  the  reputation  of 
Governor  Brown  would  suffer  from  the  fact  of 
Sir  George  Grey  being  his  successor.  As  a 
Governor  Sir  George  Grey  seemed  to  him  like  a 
beast  of  prey,  who  lived  upon  his  predecessors. 
He  had  already  swallowed  two  Governors,  and 
he  was  afraid  he  would  swallow  a  third.  [The 
honourable  gentleman  continued  to  comment 
on  Sir  George  Grey's  policy,  which  he  said 
amounted  to  no  policy,  in  reality,  as  he  always 
left  his  difficulties  to  his  suooessors ;  but,  if 
he  had  only  profited  by  past  experience,  and 
had  learned  to  speak  the  truth  on  his  return  to 
the  colony,  the  new  Governor  would  be  the 
means  of  doing  immense  good,  and  old  trans- 
actions would  be  forgotten.  The  honourable 
member  next  referred  to  the  meeting  recently 
held  in  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  and  said  the 
working-men  of  Auckland  had  acted  on  that 
occasion  in  the  most  manly  and  independent 
spirit.  The  object  of  that  meeting,  twist  it  as 
they  would,  was  to  cast  a  slur  on  Governor 
Browne,  and  he  had  been  proud  to  find  tiiat 
the  promoters  had  been  foiled  in  their  attempt, 
so  that  what  was  intended  to  be  a  slight  upon 
the  Governor  had  been  turned  into  a  source  of 
well-merited  triumph  to  him.  The  honourable 
gentleman  concluded  by  bearing  testimony  to 
the  great  amiability  of  cAaraoter  of  His  Exoel- 
lency.] 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ad- 
dress as  it  stood,  because  it  would  compromise 
him  in  the  ejres  of  the  world,  by  acquiescing  in 
principles  which  he  had  consistently  opposed 
ever  since  this  question  was  originated.  He 
would  leave  the  House,  however,  and  not 
record  his  vote,  as,  for  refisons  which  would 
suggest  themselves  to  honourable  members,  he 
did  not  wish  to  have  his  name  inserted  in  a 
division  list  against  the  address.  The  honour- 
able gentlemaji  replied  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
(Mr.  Firth),  which,  he  said,  was  a  fair  sample 
of  one  of  those  foamy  addresses  for  which  the 
honourable  member  bad  become  remarkable  in 
the  House.  The  honourable  member,  as  usnal, 
seemed  a  little  confused  in  his  ideas ;  and  con- 
founded his  (Mr.  Fox's)  efforts  to  enlist  re- 
cruits in  his  little  battalion,  when  he  took  office, 
with  the  Taranaki  war — two  things  as  distinct  as 
was  the  honourable  member  and  a  great  states- 
man, or  the  hustings  in  Queen  Street  and  the 
grave  deliberations  of  that  House.  The  speech 
delivered  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  West  might  do  on  the  husting?,  but 
was  not  calculated  to  raise  him  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  moUon. 
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Atks,  27. 
Jollie  Richmond,  J.  0. 

Mantell  Bossell 

Mason  Stafiotd 

Nixon  Weld 

O'Neill  Wells 

Oimond  Wilson 

Renall  Wood. 

Ricbmond.A.J.        Ttller. 
Riclunond,O.W.Watd. 


Atkinson 

BeU 

Oolenso 

Oookson 

Oreyke 

Ooitis 

Domett 

Pirth 

Hall 

Harrison 

Nobs,  1. 

Teller. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Majority  for,  26. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  ordered.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  present 
the  address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
accompanied  hy  as  many  members  of  this 
House  as  may  think  fit. 

SUPPLY. 

The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House 
and  a^eed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COUMITTEB. 

Class  IX. 

A — General. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  an  address 
be  sent  to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him  tp 
place  the  sum  of  £4U0  on  the  estimates  to  in- 
orease  the  salaries,  at  the  rate  of  £100,  for  the 
four  principal  officers  under  the  General  Go- 
TOtnment — namely,  the  Under-Secretary,  the 
Assistant  Attorney-General,  the  Under-Trea- 
soier,  and  the  Native  Secretary. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  opposed  the  motion,  and  said 
that,  if  they  applied  these  imposing  terms, 
■noh  as  Assistant  Attorney-Oeneral,  &c.,  to 
these  officers,  they  would  become  discontented 
with  their  pay  in  proportion  tp  these  high- 
lounding  titles.  There  were  no  fewer  than 
eleven  Attorney-Generals  throughout  the  colony, 
at  an  expense  of  between  £3,000  and  £4,000, 
and  the  work  was  no  better  done  than  when 
there  was  but  one  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  if  they  began  rising  by 
hundreds  it  would  soon  go  on  to  thousands. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  produced  ab- 
solutely nothing  in  support  of  his  motion,  es- 
oept  that  he  received  a  large  salary  himself. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  opposed  the  motion.  If  they 
laised  these  officers'  salaries  to  £500,  they  would 
be  bound  to  raise  that  of  the  Collector  of  Ous- 
toms  to  £600  or  £700. 

Mr.  FOX  alluded  to  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  promised  on  the  hustings  and  in  their 
addresses  to  cut  down  the  expenditure  one-third, 
those  gentlemen  who  told  their  constituencies 
how  (£ey  would  go  in  for  economy.  He  ad- 
vised the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
(Ml.  Dillon  Bell)  not  to  press  his  motion  now. 
The  Government  would  consider  the  matter 
before  they  met  again.  At  the  same  time  he  (Mr. 
fox)  would  add  that  he  was  second  to  none 
in  acknowledging  the  abilities  of  these  officers. 


but  at  present  the  GoTemmeat  conld  not  tdl 
how  they  would  be  situated.  He  difierei 
very  much  from  the  honourable  member  iat 
Newton,  in  classing  the  duties  of  these  ofBoert 
with  the  mere  mechanical  labour  of  a  clok 
in  a  merchant's  office,  or  in  a  bank,  or  as  a 
Collector  of  Customs — they  were  gentlemen 
requiring  talents  of  a  different  order.  Were 
they  not  under  the  Government  they  would  b* 
in  a  position  to  employ  clerks  of  their  own. 
They  were  supposed  to  be  politicians  and 
statesmen,  to  a  great  extent,  and  quite  diflerent 
from  the  head  clerk  of  a  bank  or  a  meicaoUle 
establishment. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  supported  the  views  fa^es 
by  the  Premier  in  reference  to  the  qualifies- 
tions  and  usefulness  of  all  these  officers,  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  Oovea- 
ment,  and  advised  the  honourable  member  iat 
Wallace  to  withdraw  his  motion  on  thepiomite 
of  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  th* 
Government.  Now  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  waaoot 
of  office  he  could  consistently  contend  that  th« 
Ministers'  salaries  ought  to  be  raised.  Th* 
honourable  member  at  the  hea^  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  compelled  to  exhibit  a  liberahtj 
which  his  salary  was  not  adequate  to  meet, 
and  to  which  he  ought  not  to  be  subject  at  a 
private  loss.  He  ha4  long  felt  this — it  was  m> 
new  opinion  of  his — and  he  was  in  a  position 
now  to  assert  it. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  should  oppose  the  motion  d 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace.  Itwsi 
not  a  question  of  qualification,  but  one  of 
finance.  They  had  not  money  enough  to  meet 
their  demands,  and  under  sdch  circumstaoco 
it  was  not  the  time  to  raise  salaries.  Tliey 
needed  a  complete  revision  of  the  expenditon 
of  the  Government  throughout  the  colony. 
Under  the  fostering  care  of  a  proper  system  of 
economy  he  did  believe  the  expenses  might  be 
out  down  one-third.  Had  not  the  present  Go- 
vernment come  into  power,  it  was  his  intentioo 
to  have  moved  for  a  Finance  Committee,  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  a  complete  revision  of 
the  expenditure.  He  did  both  hope  and  trust 
that  the  Government  would  faithfully  cany 
out  their  promise  in  this  respect,  for  the  expen- 
diture had  already  gone  to  a  fearful  length. 

Mr.  WOOD  remarked  that  his  duty  was  t» 
conduct  the  finance  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  efficiency,  and  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  But  the  manner  in  which  h» 
was  situated  at  present  prevented  him  front 
coming  forward  with  any  comprehensive  finan- 
cial scheme,  or  to  show  what  could  be  redaoed 
without  endangering  the  interests  of  the  coos- 
try.  In  order  to  bo  in  a  position  to  do  this 
he  would  have  to  visit  the  other  settlements, 
and  thus  be  enabled  to  show  to  this  Hoots 
the  exact  position  of  the  various  departments 
in  every  part  of  the  colony.  He  thought  the 
expenditure  as  a  whole  was  enormous. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  went  into  a  most  , 
elaborate  statement  for  five  financial  yean- 
The  expenditure  had  arisen  from  the  oom- 
plicated  state  of  affairs  in  which  ResponsiUa 
Government  had  to  be  worked  in  New  Zealand. 
Ho  could  not  compliment  the  Colonial  Itw* 
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tmei  on  lus  being  able  to  rednoe  the  expendi- 
tiiie  which  he  had  in  ignorance  so  onnecessaiily 
ftttacked  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  Famell. 
Dating  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred 
the  expenditure  had  increased  from  £41,000  to 
£96.966  in  the  latter  year,  1861,  or  at  the  rate 
o{  S&  per  cent.  The  greatest  rise  was  for  steam, 
which  item  had  been  increased  from  £6,000 
to  £18,000.  The  Customs  expenditure  had  risen 
bom  £13,000  to  £16,000.  [Having  passed  a  very 
great  compliment  on  the  four  officers  in  ques- 
tioD,  and  again  attributing  the  great  increase 
of  expenditure  to  the  complicated  system  of 
Besponsible  Government  in  this  country,  for 
which  they  had  to  pay  dearly,  and  for  which 
he  questioned  very  much  whether  they  were  in 
a  prdper  position  when  it  was  introduced, 
though  they  might  be  so  now,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  conclnded  a  long  and  minute 
■t^ement  by  telling  the  Colonial  Treasurer  he 
wonldnot  be  able  to  reduce  much,  and  advised 
his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wallace 
to  withdraw  his  motion.] 

Mr.  DIIiLON  BELL  complimented  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  bis  remarks.  He  also  spoke  in  support 
of  the  services  of  the  four  officers.  These  men 
possessed  political  knowledge  ;  they  were  men 
that  the  Qovenunent  of  the  country  had  to  de- 
pend upon  when  changes  took  place.  Tbay 
were  men  of  the  highest  integrity  of  mind,  and 
(Dch  as  the  cotintry  ought  not  to  be  too  nig- 
gardly in  rewarding  for  their  services  and 
political  information.  He  begged  to  withdraw 
bis  motion. 

Ur.  FIRTH  did  not  know  whether  he  was 
classed  amongst  those  who  had  made  these 
^eat  promises  at  the  hustings  about  reduc- 
tion. 
Mr.  POX.— No. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  he  was  not  for  screwing 
down  the  salaries  of  any  officers,  but  he  must 
look  to  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  the 
•xpenditure  had  increased,  and,  with  respect  to 
these  officers,  their  salaries  were  put  down  as  a 
special  charge  by  the  Government.  He  looked 
upon  the  interference  in  this  respect  as  in- 
tuference  with  the  Executive  duties.  When 
these  salaries  should  be  raised,  and  when  the 
finances  were  in  a  position  to  allow  of  it,  was  a 
question  which  ought  to  be  well  known  by  the 
Government  themselves — they  were  the  best 
judges.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they  had  those 
institutions  before  they  were  preptured  for  them ; 
and  Sir  George  Grey  had  done  many  a  worse 
thing  than  he  did  when  he  suspended  the 
time  for  introducing  the  Constitution.  They 
most  so  conduct  the  country  as  not  to  frighten 
the  myriads  who  would  like  to  come  here  from 
the  Old  Country,  but  who  would  not  come  if  they- 
found  the  colony  was  overburdened  with  debt. 
The  country  had  been  plunging  further  and 
further  into  debt,  which  was  already  more  than 
it  was  able  to  bear.  However  highly  valued 
the  services  of  these  gentlemen  might  be,  if  the 
colony  could  not  pay  for  such,  a  high  rate  of 
talent,  they  must  do  with  inferior  till  such  time 
as  they  were  in  a  position  to  do  so.  He  agreed 
with  much  that  had  been  said  by  both  sides  of 


the  House  as  to  the  services  of  these  gentle- 
men, but  the  expenses  should  remain  at  a 
stand,  if  they  could  not  be  reduced,  till  the 
colony  had  grown  up  to  them.  They  were  not. 
able-  to  pay  more,  and  he  begged  honourable 
members  to  remember,  if  they  desired  to  pre- 
serve the  credit  of  the  country  and  retain  con- 
fidence, that  there  was  a  point  beyond  which 
they  could  not  pass. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
colony  nnder  old  officialism,  and  while  the 
New  Zealand  Company  was  in  being,  and  con- 
tended that,  in  a  comparative  sense,  the  Go- 
vernment establishments  were  no  more  costly 
now  than  they  were  in  those  days. 

Mr.  RENALL  complained  about  the  enor- 
mous expenditure  of  the  General  Government. 
He  had  called  upon  the  late  Government  to  be 
cautious,  for  they  could  not  be  going  on  as  they 
had  done  without  sinking,  our  credit.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  now  take  a  stand 
against  increasing  the  expenditure  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  wished  the  facts  which  had 
come  out  in  this  debate  could  be  reported ;  but 
he  found  that  when  they  went  into  Committee 
those  gentlemen  in  that  [the  reporters']  box 
always  ran  away  and  left  it  empty.  Because 
they  had  Besponsible  Government  it  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  meet  in  March  again. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  for 
calling  the  House  together  so  soon.  If  it  cost 
the  colony  £10,000  every  time  this  House  met^, 
he  thought  they  ought  not  to  make  their  meet- 
ings almost  equal  to  twice  in  a  year. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Colonial  Agent,  £600. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  RENALL,  it  was  re- 
solved. That  it  is  undesirable  that  the  agency 
of  the  colony  in  London  should  be  continued 
beyond  the  SOth  June,  1862,  and  that  the 
Government  should  take  immediate  steps  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  same. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Prizes  for  best  rifle-shots,  £300. 

Item  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  it  was  resolved,. 
That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  requesting  him  to  cause  the 
sum  of  £20  to  be  placed  on  the  estimates,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  of  £300,  as  prizes  for  the 
best  rifle-shots. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  resolved. 
That  the  time  for  sending  in  claims  to  reward 
for  the  invention  of  machinery  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  New  Zealand  flax,  and  ad- 
judicating thereon,  be  extended  to  Ist  January, 
1864. 

It  was  resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£11,296  ISs.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  expenses  under  Class  IX. 

Omss  vin. 
Native  purposes  generally,  £10,000. 
A  debate  ensued. 
The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  EBPEBSENTATIVES. 
Wtdne$day,  B8th  August,  1861. 

Amendmenta  by  L«giBlatiT8  Conneil— Exehange  of 
I«nda  (Marlboroaghl  BUI— Flnt  Bmding— Feti- 
tloii  of  James  BuBby—Sapply— Civil  Service 
Amendtnent  Bill— NelBon  Waste  Lands  Begnlar 
tions  Amendment  Bill— Auckland  Immigration 
Oertifloate  Bill  —  Intestate  Natives  Snceasslen 
Bill— Second  Beading— Bill  Discharged. 

Mr.  Sfeazzb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

PSATBBB. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
'  Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House  :  Picton  Bailway  Bill, 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill,  Otago  eind  South- 
land Public  Debt  Apportionment  Bill,  Hawke's 
Bay  Naval  and  Mihtary  Settlers  Bill. 

EXCHANGE  OF  LANDS  (MABL60R0UGH) 
BILL. 
The  EzohiLnge  of  Lands  rMarlborongh)  Bill 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Joint 
'  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  Private  Bills. 

pmsT  READma. 

Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

PETITION  OP  JAMES  BUSBY. 
Mr.  CAELETON  moved,  That  Mr.  Busby 
Iw  directed  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  th«  House 
'  on  Thursday  next,  with  leave  to  address  the 
House  in  support  of  the  allegations  contained 
in  his  petition,  presented  on  the  !20th  instant, 
concerning  the  o£5cial  conduct  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Land  Claims.  The  honourable 
member  said  there  might  seem  to  be  some 
presumption  in  his  asking  the  House  to  recon- 
sider a  question  on  which  they  had  so  recently 
oome  to  a  decisiun;  but  he  thought,  if  be 
showed  the  House  Uie  grounds  on  which  he 
had  based  his  motion,  he  should  be  able  to 
induce  the  House  to  reconsider  that  decision. 
He  need  scarcely  go  into  the  facts  of  the  case ; 
they  had  become  perfectly  notorious  by  other 
means  than  by  petition.  The  main  argument 
used  on  a  late  occasion  was  that  there  was  no 
need  for  the  House  taking  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration, because  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  stood  so  well  in  the 
Bouse  that  no  one  in  it  would  throw  the 
slightest  doubt  on  his  integrity.  He  (Mr. 
Oaileton)  admitted  that:  on  that  point  they 
were  all  agreed.  But  the  fact  was  that  a 
•accession  of  attacks'  made  otherwise  than  by 
petition  were  slowly  and  surely  producing  their 
•fleet  outside  of  that  House.  The  dispute 
earned  on  between  tiiese  two  parties,  the  one 
having  been  the  highest  British  officer  here — 
British  Resident  —  before  the  first  Governor 
.  arrived,  and  the  other  having  been  aprominent 
member  in  almost  every  form  of  government 
here,  was  nothing  less  than  a  scandal  to  the 
'  colony.  This  was  not  an  ordinary  case.  A 
-  serious  charge,  which  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  would 
.  be  the  first  to  deride,  was  pertinaoioualy  pressed 


week  after  week  by  a  gentleman  of  imdotdiM 
integrity.  There  must  be  some  strange  nds- 
conoepUon  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  aid,  ss 
the  House,  at  a  sacrifice  of  two  or  three  hoios, 
might  put  an  end  to  this,  they  were  bound  to 
spare  a  little  of  their  time  for  the  purpoK.  Is 
case  the  House  affirmed  the  motion,  as  soon  as 
the  petitioner  had  been  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
had  made  his  answer — without  any  questioa 
or  reply — it  would  be  moved  that  the  mattei 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  not  chosen 
by  ballot  or  fancy,  but  mutually  agreed  upon, 
to  consist  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  O'Neill,  Mi. 
Mason,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  J.  0.  Richmond,  and 
Mr.  Ward.  After  this  explanation  he  trusted 
the  House  would  inconvenience  itself  so  far  u 
to  sacrifice  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  morrow  to 
set  at  rest  this  disputed  case. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  vrished  only  to  say 
that,  if  the  House  should  be  pleaaed  to  affina 
this  motion,  it  would  meet  with  his  perfect 
concurrence.  He  had  abeady  on  two  or  tlirae 
occasions  expressed  his  desire  to  have  these 
charges  investigated  in  any  manner  the  Honse 
might  please. 

Mr.  COLENSO  would  support  the  motion  if 
the  House  thought  it  could  dispose  of  the  oaie 
in  a  couple  of  hours.  He  had  understood  &■ 
cause  of  the  House  coming  to  its  former  decisioB 
to  be  that  it  oould  not  afford  the  time,  and  not 
the  position  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  in  the  House.  The  higher  the  podtica 
held  by  one  whose  character  was  impugned 
the  more  pressing  the  necessity  for  investiga- 
tion. 

Mr.  CARLETON  explained  that  he  had  oalj 
meant  position  with  regard  to  character. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  not 
oppose  the  motion,  but  would  only  feel  too 
happy  if  it  should  lead  to  such  mutual  ex- 
planation in  this  House  as  to  dear  away  the 
misapprehensions  that  appeared  to  exist— <m 
one  side,  at  all  events.  The  Government  vaif 
regretted  that  it  should  be  brought  forward  M 
late  in  the  session  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  take  any  action  by  Select  Com- 
mittee, if  such  a  course  should  be  necessuy; 
but  he  would  fain  hope  that  the  opportoni^ 
afiorded  to  the  petitioner  to  state  his  caas 
would  enable  the  House  to  come  to  such  a 
conclusion  on  the  matter  as  would  enable  both 
parties  to  let  this  muoh-vezed  question  rest. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House, 
and  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  Civil  Service  Supenumoa- 
tion  Act.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  gi« 
a  certain  advantage  to  officers  entering  the 
service  late  in  life,  a  principle  which  had  been 
adopted  in  En^and. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the 
session  for  honouxaUe  membets  to  give  •  ptopar 
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Mooont  of  attention  to  this  meMore.  He  should 
oppose  the  BiU.  He  oould  not  consent  to 
Imsow  money  at  8  or  10  pet  cent,  to  pension 
oantlemen  who  had  not  spent  a  very  long  time 
m  the  public  serrioe.  He  disapproved  of  pen- 
sions being  paid  by  the  Oovemment.  A  per- 
centage should  be  taken  from  the  salaries  of 
offices  and  hoarded  up  for  them,  and  their 
pensions  should  be  taken  from  such  sources 
•feno.  This  Bill  proposed  not  only  to  lessen 
the  term  of  service  one-half,  but  also  to  increase 
the  pension,  and  it  did  away  with  the  necessity 
far  *  certificate.  Altogether  it  was  so  mon- 
strous, considering  the  present  finances  of  the 
cokmy,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move.  That 
the  question  be  amended  by  the  omission  of 
the  word  "  now,"  and  the  addition  ol  the  words 
"  this  day  six  months." 

llr.  FOX  did  not  understand  why  this  Bill 
should  only  affect  those  who  entered  the  ser- 
lice  before  August,  1858.  He  objected  to  pen- 
nons generally,  as  contrary  to  all  principles  of 
sound  policy.  The  proper  plan  was  to  pay 
public  servants  a  reasonable  remuneration,  and 
leara  them  subject  to  the  same  responsibility 
to  lay  by  for  a  rainy  day  as  other  people.  In 
certain  exceptional  cases  where  there  might  be 
a  just  claim  on  public  liberality,  let  the  parties 
come  to  this  House  and  be  provided  for  by  a 
special  Bill  or  appropriation.  He  did  not  con- 
sider this  Bill  to  be  necessary,  and  should  not 
feel  justified  in  supporting  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  COLENSO  objected  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  in  toto.  He  Uiought  retiring  allowances 
should  be  calculated  not  on  a  salary  scale,  but 
on  a  scale  of  merit. 

Hr.  STAFFORD  objected  to  this  Bill  as  a 
special  measure.  The  existing  law  operated 
UiAj  and  equally  on  all.  He  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Division 
on  the  propriety  of  taking  a  percentage  from 
»».1«jH<wi  as  an  accumulative  fund  from  which 
to  pay  retiring  allowances.  He  should  like  to 
■e«  the  Superannuation  Act  amended  to  that 
effect.  He  attempted  to  introduce  the  pro- 
vision in  the  original  Act  in  1858,  but  it  was 
tejected  by  the  House. 

Ifr.  OARLETON  suggested  that  the  present 
Bill  should  be  allowed  to  pass  its  second  read- 
ing, sknd  that  provision  might  be  introduced 
mow  with  a  reasonable  chance  of  success. 
Tbej  oonld  not  look  too  favourably  on  the  class 
in  quastion.  It  had  been  truly  observed  in  that 
House  that  when  a  man  had  been  in  Govern- 
ment harness  for  a  few  years  he  became  unfit 
for  anything  else.  The  Oovemment  service  in 
New  Zealand  had  been  a  beggaring  service. 
His  idea  was  to  have  as  few  servants  as  possible, 
pav  tbem  well,  and  work  them  hard. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  he  was  not  averse  to  Go- 
vernment ofiScers  having  retiring  allowances, 
provided  such  allowances  were  deducted  from 
their  salaries.  If  their  salaries  were  too  low 
for  this,  My  them  more. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  they  had  first  out  down 
(be  nalsrim  to  a  living  point,  and  then  talked 
■bout  deducting  a  percentage.  Government 
I  could  not  increase  their  income,  and 
.  not  lay  by  without  dropping  out  of  their 


position  in  society.  The  necessity  for  certifi- 
cates was  not  in  the  least  abolished  by  this 
Bill,  which  was  merely  an  addition  to  the  Act 
of  1858,  to  be  read  wiUi  it.  Pensions  were  not 
contrary  to  sound  policy  any  more  than  poor- 
laws.  If  they  kept  a  certain  class  of  the 
community  at  starvation  point  it  was  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  them.  As  to  old  officers 
coming  to  sue  in  formA  pauperis  to  that 
House,  it  would  be  more  intolerable  than  going 
into  the  Poor-law  Union.  He  would  not 
object  to  see  this  Bill  out  down  in  Oommittee 
so  as  only  to  include  those  special  oases  which 
the  honourable  member  at  the  hbad  of  the 
Oovemment  had  said  might  apply  to  this 
House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Atbs,  15. 
Carleton  JoUie  Biohmond,  J.O. 

Cookson  Mason  Stafford 

Creyke  Kizon  Williamson. 

Domett  O'Rorke  TeUer.     . 

Fitzherbert        Biohmond,O.W.Otmond. 
Harrison 

Nobs,  10. 
Colenso  Munro,  3.  Wood. 

Firth  O'NeiU 

Fox  Taylor,  W.  W.  ZWfor. 

Graham,  G.       Ward  Ooitif. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  . 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amendment  Bill ; 
and  that  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Wells,  and  Mr.  Domett 
be  the  Managers  of  such  Conference  on  behalf 
of  this  House. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Auckland 
Immigration  Certificate  Bill ;  and  that  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Jollie,  and  Mr. 
Williamson  be  the  Mtuiagers  of  such  Confer- 
ence on  behalf  of  this  House. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Intestate 
Natives  Succession  Bill;  and  that  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Mantell,  Mr.  Russell,  and  Mr.  0.  W.  Richmond 
be  the  Managers  of  such  Confetenoe  on  behalf 
of  this  House. 

SECOND  READING. 
Offioial  Administtatots  Bill. 
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BHiL  DISCHARGED. 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Debt  Apportion- 
ment Bill. 
The  HouBO  then  adjourned. 


IjEgislative  council. 

Thursday,  S9th  August,  1861. 


Mannlritn— Standlns  Orders— Third  Beadinss— First 
Beading— Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill- 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begnlations  Amendment 
Bill— Auckland  Immigration  Oertifloate  Bill— 
Intestat*  Natives  Succession  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
'  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

MANUKAU. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  any  steps  are  being 
taken  by  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland  for 
bnoying  the  sooth  entrance  to  the  Manukau 
Harbour,  in  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  certain  reserves  in  that  harbour  were 
granted  to  the  Superintendent  under  "  The 
Public  Reserves  Act,  1854 ; "  and,  if  so,  what 
time  will  be  required  for  the  completion  of  the 
undertaking. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  replied  that  the  en- 
dowments were  granted  for  the  general  im- 
provement of  the  Harbour  of  Manukau,  and 
that  the  buoying  of  the  south  channel  would  be 
undertaken  at  as  early  a  period  as  the  neces- 
sary funds  ^ere  at  the  disposal  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  RICH- 
MOND, it  was  agreed.  That  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  .brought  up  on  the 
28rd  instant,  be  now  adopted. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Diseased    Cattle    Bill,  New  Provinces    Act 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 

FIRST  READING. 
Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act  1858 
Amendment  Bill. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

The  Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Bill  was 
recommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
«nd  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments, 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council 
In  the  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amend- 
ment Bill ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  and 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell  be  Managers  on  behalf 
•of  the  CoonoiL 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE BILL. 
It  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Oonletenca  be  held 


with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  nb- 
ject  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Coundl 
in  the  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Bill ; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred,  the  Hoo. 
Major  Richmond,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  CatfieU 
be  Managers  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 
BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
with  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  on  the  tab- 
ject  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council 
m  the  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill;  tad 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon.  Hi. 
Sewell,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred  be  Manigen 
on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minntes 
past  ten  o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIVEa 
Thursday,  29th  August,  1861. 


Address  to  His  Bxcellenoy- Native  Titlea— WarLm 
—First  Beading— Election   Writs   Committns 
Petition  of  James  Busby— Customs  Duties  Act 
Amendment  BUI. 

Mr.  Speaexb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'cIeA 
Pbayebs. 

ADDRESS  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCT. 

Mr.  Sfbakeb,  accompanied  by  memboi, 
proceeded  to  Government  House  to  piesent 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  addiMi 
adopted  by  the  House  on  Tuesday  last. 

And  having  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  to  theHonsethat 
he  had  presented  the  said  address  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  and  that  His  Excellenoj 
had  been  pleased  to  make  thereto  the  following 
answer : — 
"  Mb.  Speakeb  and  Oentlkhen  of  xhe  Houn 

OF  Repbksentahtbs, — 

"  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  assurance  d 
your  consideration  and  esteem,  and  for  tbe 
good  wishes  for  my  welfare  and  prosperity,  con- 
tained in  the  address  you  have  now  presented 
tome.  This  assurance  has  additional  value,  M 
coming  from  a  House  of  Representatives  wbote 
debates  have  been  conducted  with  an  ability 
and  moderation  which  have  commanded  ud 
received  my  admiration  and  respect. 

"  I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  afiorded  me  d 
expressing  my  sense  of  the  extreme  courtesy  I 
have  invariably  received  from  the  three  Pari^ 
ments  with  which  I  have  been  placed  in  ids- 
tion. 

"  It  gives  me  very  great  satisfaction  to  know 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  appiecistei 
my  earnest  endeavours  to  facilitate  tbe  opera- 
tions of  Responsible  Government,  and  tonlfil 
the  promise  which  I  made  in  my  Speech  poor 
to  its  introduction  in  1866. 

"  I  solemnly  assure  you  that,  in  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  the  war,  I  have  been  in- 
fluenced solely  <as  you  say)  by  the  sinoerert 
wish  to  place  tne  relations  between  the  a^ 
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oiigiiiAl  inhabitants  o{  this  colony  and  Her 

Uajeety's  Government  on  a  basis  upon  which 
the  best  interests  of  the  former  may  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the 
Eniopean  colonists. 

"  How  to  promote  the  welfare  of  both  races 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony  has 
ooonpied  my  Noughts  continually  during  the 
lix  years  I  have  had  the  honour  to  hold  her 
llajesty's  Commission  as  Governor,  and,  wher- 
ever I  may  be,  I  shall  continue  to  watch  the 
progress  of  Kew  Zealand  with  the  deepest 
interest,  and  earnestly  to  desire  its  permanent 
ptoeperity.  "T.  Oobb  Bbowhx. 

"  Government  Hodse, 

Auckland,  29th  August,  1861." 

It  was  ordered,  That  the  Governor's  reply  be 
■ttared  on  the  Joomals  of  the  House. 

NATIVE  TITLES. 
Mr.  COIiENSO  asked  the  Native  Hinister 
lot  some  explanation  of  two  papers,  presented 
OD  the  23rd  August,  relative  to  individualization 
of  title— namely,  (1)  By  whom  the  surveyor 
wu  engaged ;  (2)  the  amount  surveyed ;  (3) 
the  sum  mentioned — £40 — for  what  purpose 
paid;  and  (4)  the  oironmstanoes,  as  far  as 
known  to  him,  of  the  whole  case.  He  re- 
ierted  to  a  letter  from  a  Native  at  Waimate, 
stating  that  he  had  land  surveyed  by  a  sur- 
veyor, for  which  he  wished  to  receive  a  Crown 
giant;  and  that  he  had  paid  £40,  &o.  This 
utter  was  answered  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  effect 
that  the  Governor  had  seen  applicant's  words, 
and  said  that  a  Crown  grant  could  not  be  given, 
as  it  was  not  lawful  to  give  Crown  grants  for 
lands  which  had  not  been  ceded  to  the  Queen. 
He  asked  this  question  because  he  did  not  un- 
derstand either  the  letter  or  its  answer. 

Mi.  MANTELL  said  he  must  deal  with  the. 
tonith  question  first.  Owing  to  the  brief  time 
that  had  elapsed  since  he  had  seen  this  notice 
he  had  only  been  able  to  get  a  brief  memoran- 
dum on  the  subject.  It  appeared  that  a  long 
time  ago  Wiremu  Kaitara  employed  Mr.  Fair- 
bant  to  survey  for  him  about  seven  hundred 
•ores,  brought  the  plan  of  it  to  Auckland,  and 
asked  for  a  Crown  grant.  Mr.  Kemp  was  con- 
sulted by  letter  as  to  whether  Kaitara's  title 
was  uncUspnted.  Meanwhile  Hira  Pure  wrote, 
stating  that  his  land  was  included  in  the  lands 
nrveyed  for  Eaitara,  whose  request  for  a  grant 
was  therefore  not  entertained.  After  that,  it 
was  supposed  that  Hira  Pure  and  Kaitara  had 
■greed  together.  In  1859  Hira  Pure  vfrote 
msiaog  for  a  grant  of  his  land;  but  it  was 
still  doubtful  whether  or  not  it  was  included  in 
Eaitaia's  survey,  as  it  had  been  surveyed  by 
Mr.  Fairbum,  to  whom  he  had  paid  £40  for 
doing  so.  In  reply,  he  was  informed  that  no 
gnmt  could  be  issued  for  land  not  first  ceded 
to  the  Crown.  In  January,  1861,  Hira  Pure 
wrote  that  certain  surveyors  were  surveying  for 
other  Natives  on  his  land,  and  asked  that  the 
surveyors  should  be  required  to  desist.  This 
wu  referred  to  Mr.  Kemp,  who  reported  the 
matter  arrajiged.  Since  that  Hira  Pure  had 
WDtten  again,  stating  that  the  surveyors  per- 
Jilted,  and  there  the   matter  remamed.    In 


answer  to  the  first  question,  the  surveyor  ap- 
peared to  have  been  engaged  by  Hira  Pure — 
certainly  not  by  the  Government ;  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  same  surveyor  had  been  willing 
to  survey  the  same  land  for  other  parties.  (2.) 
The  amount  surveyed  was  unknown,  the  seven 
hundred  acres  being  the  only  amount  mentioned 
in  the  correspondence.  (3.)  The  £40  had  evi- 
dently been  paid  for  the  survey. 

WAB  LOAN. 

Mr.  STAFFOED,  by  permission  of  the  House, 
would  like  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
there  was  any  information  received  by  the  last 
mail  which  the  House  might  expect  to  receive 
in  a  short  time.  He  had  information  by  a 
private  letter  that  £62,800  of  the  last  loan  had 
been  taken  up  at  an  advance.  He  should  like 
to  know  if  that  really  was  the  case. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  Ministers  had  not 
received  His  Excellency's  despatches  at  their 
offices  when  they  came  to  the  House.  Nothing 
of  importance  was  contained  in  the  despatoh 
of  the  Agent-General  (Mr.  Morrison) ;  but  the 
fact  concerning  the  loan  was  correctly  stated 
by  the  honourable  member.  Above  £60,000 — 
£62,800 — had  been  taken  up  at  the  rate  of 
£101  ISs.  per  cent.  They  were  also  informed 
by  the  Agent-General  that  he  had  sent  copies 
of  the  New  Provinces  Act ;  but  none  had  been 
received  by  the  Ministers,  His  Excellency,  or 
the  Superintendent  of  Auckland ;  so  that  they 
really  knew  nothing  about  the  Act  but  what 
they  could  gather  from  the  debates  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

FIRST  READING. 

Reservations  in  Crown  Grants  Confirmation 
BiU. 

ELECnON  WRITS  COMMITTEE. 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  "The 
Election   Writs    Act,  1858,"  Mr.  SPEAKER 
appointed  Mr.  Russell  and  Colonel  Nixon  to  be 
members  of  the  Election  Writs  Committee. 

PETITION  OF  JAMES  BUSBY. 

Mr.  Jam£s  Bdsby  was  introduced  within  the 
bar  of  the  House,  and  addressed  the  House  in 
support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  hlB 
petition  presented  on  the  20th  instant  concern- 
ing the  official  conduct  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Busby  was  then  discharged  from  further 
attendance. 

It  was  agreed,  That  the  petition  of  James 
Busby,  presented  on  the  20th  instant,  be  le- 
fenfed  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  an  instmo- 
tion  to  report  thereon;  Committee  to  consist 
ol  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  RusseU,  Mr.  O'Neill,  Mr. 
Mason,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond,  Mr.  Ward,  and 
Mr.  Jollie ;  to  report  on  Tuesday  next. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  through  all 
its  remaining  stages. 

The  House  adjoomed  «t  half-past  flv* 
o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  30th  Augutt,  1361. 

Melton  Wute  Iiands  Besulationi  Amendment  BUI— 
AooUuid  Immigration  Ceitlfloate  BUI— Intes- 
tate Natives  SuooeBsion  Bill— Anokland  Immlgra- 
tion  Certificate  Act  1856  Amendment  BUI— Pro- 
tection of  Certain  Animals  Bill— First  Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeasbb  took  the  ohoiz  at 
two  o'clock. 
Pbasbbs. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Oon- 
fetence  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begolations 
Amendment  Bill,  that  the  Conference  had 
agreed  to  recommend  certain  amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Auckland  Immigration  Certificates 
Bill,  that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  reoom- 
mend  certain  amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Intestate  Natives  Succession  Bill, 
that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
certain  amendments. 
Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  '  CERTIFI- 
CATE ACT  1858  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting 
of  the  Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Qibbes,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Tanored,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell,  and  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved,  according 
to  notice,  the  insertion  of  the  following  words, 
to  stand  as  a  clause  in  the  Bill :  The  Governor 
in  Council  may,  by  warrant  under  his  hand, 
from  time  to  time  delegate  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  any  province  within  the  said  colony 
all  or  any  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Governor 
or  in  the  Governor  in  Council  by  this  Act,  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  as  he  may  think  fit, 
and  may  from  time  to  time  rescind  suoh  dele- 
gation. 

And  the  same,  being  read  a  first,  a  second, 
and  a  third  time,  was  adopted. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

FIRST  READING. 
Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPBBSBNTAHVBS. 
Friday,  aoth  Avgutt,  1861. 

Case  of  Major  Darie— Iiand  Begtstrr  Amaadiuat 
Bill — Surrey  Correction  Bill— AncUand  Iisnd- 
apration  Certificate  BUI  — Nelson  Waste  I«ods 
Begulationa  Amendment  BiU— Intestate  Natim 
Suooession  BiU— Supply— Diseased  Cataa  BiU. 

Mr.  Spsakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatsbs. 

CASE  OF  MAJOR  DURIB. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  for  oopiee  of  ncii 
correspondence  as  may  have  been  received  by 
the  Government  since  the  commencement  of 
this  session  respecting  a  charge  of  negleet  of 
duty  preferred  against  Major  Duiie  in  refeteoei 
to  a  disturbance  of  the  peace.  The  honoorsbla 
member  said  his  object  was  the  prodnctioa  of 
a  single  letter  which  had  been  z«oeived,  eontaiit- 
ing,  he  believed,  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
charge  made  some  time  ago  W  the  hononrabk 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  that 
the  Bench  assembled  to  try  this  chatga  was  s 
packed  one. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Land  Registry  Amendment 
Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  giTon  to  tit 
again. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Survey  Correction  BiU. 

BiU  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
with  the  exception  of  clause  13. 

Clause  12  was  then  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Tnesd^ 
next. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference witb  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  the  amendments  made  in  the  Auck- 
land Immigration  Certificate  Bill,  that  the 
Conference  had  agreed  to  reeonunend  certain 
amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REOULATIOKS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  the  amendments  made  in  the  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amendment  Bill, 
that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
certain  amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

INTESTATE  NATIVES  SUCCESSION 

BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference witk  the  Legislative  Oounoil  on  tM 
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snbjeot  of  the  amendments  made  in  the  Intes- 
tate Natives  Saccession  Bill,  that  the  Oonfei- 
enoe  hod  agreed  to  lecommend  certain  amend- 
ments. 
Bepoit  adopted  by  the  House. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Snpply. 

nr  COXMITTBB, 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  it  is  inexpedient  at  the  present 
time  to  raise  any  further  permanent  loon  for 
war  purposes.  That  this  House  guarantees  the 
necessary  provision  to  meet  the  enenditure 
authorized  by  the  Address  of  this  House,  in 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  Message  No.  2,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  Native  insurrection,  when  the 
amount  of  such  expenditure  has  been  accu- 
rately ascertained.  That,  in  the  meantime,  in 
ontioipation  of  such  provision,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  raise  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding £30,000  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills, 
to  provide  funds  to  defray  the  expense  of  pur- 
chasing rifles,  and  for  purposes  of  local  defence 
generally.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  is  desirable,  after  reserving  the  amount  of 
£25,000,  appropriated  by  "  The  New  Zealand 
Loan  Act,  1860,"  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Province  of  Toranoki,  together 
with  the  balance  of  the  funds  appropriated  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  Native  Confer- 
mce,  and  the  sum  of  £752  6s.  Id.  expended  in 
the  repair  of  Britomart  Battery,  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  £150,000  loan  be  appropriated 
generally  for  defraying  expenses  connected 
wiUi  the  Native  insurrection.  That  the  conso- 
lidated balance  of  the  two  first  divisions  of  the 
half-million  loan  be  credited  with  the  amount 
of  £8,133  98.  Id.,  being  the  suspense  account 
held  by  the  Treasury  since  1853,  and  that  the 
colonial  liability  known  as  Scott's  debentures, 
amounting  to  £3,675  ].6s.,  be  chargeable 
thereon.  The  honourable  member  said  that 
these  resolutions  were,  in  fact,  the  embodiment, 
in  a  more  formal  manner,  of  the  suggestions 
which  he  made  in  his  Financial  Statement. 
He  would  take  the  opportunity  now  afforded  to 
him  of  reviewing,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the 
financial  position  of  the  country  by  the  light 
that  had  been  thrown  on  it  during  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  by  the  additional  idformation  that 
had  been  afforded  by  the  fact  of  the  estimates 
having,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  unimpor- 
tant items,  gone  through  the  ordeal  of  this  Com- 
mittee. When  he  made  his  Financial  State- 
ment the  estimated  revenue  for  the  current 
year  amounted  to  £262,000,  and  the  estimated 
expenditure  to  £262,029 — two  sums  which  might 
very  faidy  be  said  to  represent  equality  ;  now, 
however,  that  proportion  would  be  raised  by 
the  addition  of  at  least  £10,000  on  the  expendi- 
ture side  of  the  account,  in  consequence  of  the 
additional  items  which  those  estimates  would 
now  have  to  bear  through  the  votes  of  this  Com- 
mittee. A  sum  of  £3,000  additional  hod  been 
voted  for  steam.  A  sum  of  at  least  £2,000 
additional  for  Militia  and  Volunteer  expenses 
would  have  to  be  voted,  in  accordance  with 
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the  report  of  the  Defence  Committee,  and  vari- 
ous other  items,  in  themselves  perhaps  not 
very  large,  but  which  in  the  aggregate  would 
swell  the  total  expenditure  to  the  amount  he 
had  before  mentioned  beyond  that  which  had 
originally  been  estimated.  He  was,  however, 
happy  to  say  that,  if  the  probable  expenditure 
had  increased,  there  was  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  revenue  W(ftild  increase  tJso.  As 
far  as  Auckland  was  concerned,  the  Customs 
receipts  for  the  last  two  months  were  greatly  in 
advance  of  the  estimated  amount,  and  if  they 
continued  at  that  rate  they  would,  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  reach  the  comparatively  large  sum 
of  £80,000.  He  regretted  that  the  advices  by 
the  mail  did  not  enable  him  to  speeJc  vrith  equal 
certainty  of  the  state  of  the  receipts  at  the 
other  ports,  but,  from  the  remittances  that  had 
been  sent,  he  inferred  that  the  revenue  was 
everywhere  in  a  most  satisfactory  state,  and 
at  Otogo  he  anticipated  a  very  considerable 
advance,  on  account  of  the  increased  trade 
which  must  necessarily  take  pl&oe  in  that  pro- 
vince, arising  out  of  its  very  valuable  gold- 
fields.  He  might  then,  he  thought,  very  safely 
calculate  that  the  revenues  of  the  colony 
would  be  found  quite  sufficient  to  meet  all  the 
appropriations  of  this  Committee,  to  pay  to 
the  Provincial  Qovemments  their  three-eighths, 
and  to  pay  off  also  the  one-third  of  the  debt  of 
£86,000,  which  represented  the  supplementary 
expenditure  to  the  30th  June,  1860.  He  then 
referred  more  particularly  to  the  resolutions 
before  the  Committee,  the  first  four  of  which 
had  reference  to  the  financial  orrangeinents  he 
proposed  to  make  with  reference  to  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  on  account  of  the  war.  These 
liabilities,  no  doubt,  were  very  heavy,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  they  were  very  imcertain. 
What  amount  ultimately  the  colony  would  be 
called  upon  to  pay  it  was  impossible  to  tell ; 
there  were  few  data  on  which  to  form  an  esti- 
mate, and  to  guess  would  be  simply  absurd. 
The  demands  made  upon  the  colony  by  the  Im- 
perial Treasury  to  the  SOth  June  were  £105,000. 
The  cost  of  the  contribution  of  £5  per  head  for 
troops  to  the  same  date  would  be  £32,108. 
The  cost  of  the  same  contribution  for  the  pre- 
sent year  would  be  £25,000.  The  expense  on 
account  of  barracks  at  New  Plymouth  would 
be  £7,000,  and  the  expenditure  on  account  of 
rifles,  and  for  purposes  of  local  defence  gene- 
rally, would  be  about  £30,000.  In  all,  then, 
about  £200,000.  To  what  extent  this  sum 
might  be  increased  during  the  current  year  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  say:  it  depended  on 
so  many  contingencies  which  no  one  could 
foresee.  If  war  became  inevitable,  the  in- 
crease would,  of  course,  be  enormous.  If  for 
a  length  of  time  that  unsatisfactory  state  con- 
tinued which  would  be  neither  peace  nor  war, 
the  increase  would  be  considerable.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  peace  were  established  speedily,  on 
a  solid  foundation,  the  additional  amount  of 
liability  would  not  be  great.  Much,  of  course, 
also  depended  on  the  view  the  Home  Govern- 
ment  took  of  the  question.  He  was  glad  to 
see,  in  the  report  of  the  debate  thelt  had  taken 
place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  the  Duke  of 
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Newcastle  had  said  "  the  Legislature  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  just  in  dealing  with  the  sub- 
jeot."  He  hoped  they  would  be  generous  also. 
The  Imperial  Qovermn'ent  always  had  acted 
with  generosity  in  their  dealings  with  this 
colony.  They  were  generous  years  ago,  when 
they  supplemented  the  small  revenues  of  this 
country  by  an  annual  grant  to  save  the  colony 
from  sinking  into  insignificance.  They  were 
generous  when  they  sent  troops  to  our  assist- 
ance upon  our  first  cry  of  distress,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  that  they  would  be  generous  too 
with  reference  to  these  financial  arrangements. 
When  they  saw  that  the  colony  was  willing  to 
bear  to  the  utmost  of  its  means,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Imperial  Government  would  press 
it  so  as  to  cripple  its  resources  and  check  its 
future  development.  He  thought,  then,  that, 
under  all  these  circumstances,  because  the 
amount  was  uncertain,  and  because  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  views  of  the  Home  Government, 
and  also  because  a  large  loan  could  always  be 
negotiated  on  better  terms  than  a  small  one, 
the  Committee  would  agree  with  him  that 
it  was  not  expedient  at  the  present  time  to 
raise  any  further  permanent  loan  for  war  pur- 
poses. He  proposed,  however,  in  anticipation 
of  such  loan,  or  such  other  provision  as  the 
Legislature  of  this  colony  mignt  make,  to  ask 
authority  to  raise  the  sum  of  £80,000  by  Ex- 
chequer bills,  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense which  the  Defence  Committee  had  re- 
commended for  the  purchase  of  rifles,  and  also 
to  meet  any  other  expenses  which  it  might  be 
found  necessary  to  incur  for  purposes  of  local 
defence  generally,  funds  for  which  could  not 
probably  be  obtained  by  means  of  advances  from 
the  Commissariat  chest.  [The  honourable 
gentleman  then  entered  into  some  details  with 
reference  to  the  £150,000  loan,  and  explained 
the  nature  of  the  fifth  resolution,  relating  to 
payment  of  Scott's  debentures.  He  also  stated 
to  the  Committee  that  he  proposed,  in  the  Ap- 
propriation Act,  of  which  these  resolutions  and 
the  estimates  would  form  the  basis,  to  ask  for 
power  to  issue  Exchequer  bills,  in  anticipation 
of  revenue,  to  the  amount  of  £36,000,  to  afiord 
a  working-balance  to  the  Government;  it  did 
not  follow,  because  it  was  voted,  that  so  large  a 
sum  would  ever  be  out  at  once ;  but,  as  it  was 
just  possible  that  for  a  period  of  three  months 
that  sum  might  be  required,  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  give  him  power  to  issue  Exchequer 
bills  to  that  amount.  He  concluded  by  moving 
the  first  resolution.] 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  did  not  think 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  £35,000  was  too 
large  a  sum  to  ask,  provided  that  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  debentures  that  were  now  out 
would  be  redeemed. 

Mr.  WOOD.— That  is  the  understanding. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  also  agreed 
with  the  proposition  as  to  the  £150,000  loan :  it 
must  be  regarded  as  one  loan  of  that  amount ; 
the  appropriations  of  the  Act  could  not  be  ad- 
hered to.  He  also  thought  that  at  present  no 
further  permanent  loan  should  be  raised. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  had  a  subject  which 
he  was  desirous  of  bringing  under  the  notice  of 
Ur.Wood 


the  Colonial  Treaanrer,  relative  to  the  paynaBt 
of  the  Militia  at  Taranaku  [The  honoutaUe 
member  proceeded  to  say  that  the  Militia  hid, 
up  to  a  certsbin  date,  been  paid  at  the  low  rstt 
of  Is.  9d.  per  day  while  on  active  duty ;  that, 
for  a  hundred  men,  they  had  only  received 
forty  pair  of  trousers,  and  for  the  same  nombot 
of  men  they  had  only  received  forty  great-coats, 
and  that  they  had  never  received  any  caps  at  aO. 
On  the  arrival  of  General  Pratt  at  the  seat  of  vsr, 
that  officer  ordered  an  increase  of  6d.  per  day  per 
man  to  the  Militia.]  In  accordance  with  a  rati 
of  last  session,  he  (Mr.  Atkinson)  found  that 
this  House  haid  decided  that  the  Militia,  when 
on  active  duty,  were  to  receive  2s.  6d.  a  daj 
per  man.  An  order  had  been  sent  out  bam 
the  Home  Government  to  strike  off  the  eitn 
6d.  per  day  which  had  been  added  by  order  of 
General  Pratt.  Now,  he  begged  to  remind  the 
House  that  these  men  had  frequently  to  sit  n; 
all  night  in  the  inclement  season  of  the  yen  ii 
the  performance  of  a  sacred  duty  to°thenudves 
and  for  the  protection  of  their  neighbours.  Ht 
vranted  to  know  from  the  Colonial  Treatniet 
what  course  he  should  take  in  order  to  get  the 
additional  money,  now  back-pay,  which  had 
been  voted  by  the  House — that  is,  to  Ss.  61  s 
day — made  up  to  the  Taranaki  Militia.  Tbtj 
had  been  led  to  understand  by  the  resolotioD  of 
this  House  that  they  would  receive  2s.  6d.  a  d^ 
from  the  28th  December  last.  He  (Mr.  Atkia- 
son)  believed  that  the  House  would  agree  «itb 
him,  when  they  considered  the  work  tlieae  ran 
had  to  do  at  the  risk  of  theip  lives,  that  £1 15a. 
per  month  was  not  sufficient  pay. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  explained  that  the 
Militia  at  Taranaki  had  been  drairing  their 
pay  under  the  Queen's  regulations.  If  the; 
once  began  to  tajnper  with  the  rate  of  pay  Hie 
impression  of  the  late  Government  was  tiai 
they  would  at  once  make  that  a  (Colonial  Govern- 
ment charge,  for  which  the  Imperial  Oovem- 
ment  had  declared  themselves  liaJile.  But  the 
had  no  connection  with  the  addition  proposed 
by  this  House  by  resolution,  to  make  their  pay 
at  the  rate  of  Ss.  6d.  per  day.  He  meral; 
mentioned  this  to  explain  the  hesitation  of  tlw 
late  Ministry  lest  they  should  render  themsete 
liable  for  a  claim  which  might  be  considered  an 
Imperial  one.  It  was  in  oonseqaence  of  this 
hesitation  that  the  Militia  had  been  reduced  it 
certain  intervals  to  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  called  starva. 
tion  allowance — much  worse  paid  than  othen 
in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony,  and  quite 
as  much  entitled  to  consideration  as  the  fat 
officials  he  sometimes  took  in  hand. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  corroborated  the  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Oob- 
manding  Officer  in  ordering  the  additional  6d. 
per  day  through  the  Commissariat  ohett 
to  the  Militia,  and  its  subsequent  reduction. 
His  opinion  was  th^t,  if  it  was  left  to  this 
department,  the  chances  were  against  the  men 
getting  their  back-pay.  It  was  a  difficult  thing 
to  get  back-pay  amongst  the  military. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  there  was  a  fault  Bon»- 
where.  The  cost  of  the  war  was  proposed  to  be 
met  by  a  £160,000  war  loan ;  and  he  certaialy 
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.  did  believe  that  it  was  quite  as  safe  to  have 
paid  these  colonists  for  their  services,  withont 
snbjectiiig  the  colony  to  an  Imperial  chaise,  as 
it  was  to  have  spent  certain  moneys  on  items 
comprised  in  the  schedule  now  lying  on  the 
taUs.  There  would  be  no  greater  impropriety 
in  spending  the  money  in  paying  the  Taranala 
Hihtia  than  there  was  in  what  was  to  be  found 
in  the  detailed  expenditure  of  the  loan  —  he 
meant  some  of  the  items  under  the  additional 
heads  of  war.  There  were  two  or  three  items 
that  he  (Hr.  Ward)  could  not  see  the  ezsMit 
propriety  of  having  been  incurred,  and  of 
money  having  been  spent  in  paying  them, 
any  more  than  in  paying  another  shilling  or 
ao  per  day,  which  had  sJready  been  granted 
by  the  House,  to  the  Militia  atTaranaki.  If  it 
]^>plied  in  one  case  it  did  in  another,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  appear  as  so  much  money  spent 
under  the  £150,000  war  loan.  He  alluded  to 
the  chartering  of  extra  steamers.  The  expenses 
oteated  in  this  way  for  communication  and  the 
conveyance  of  stores,  the  ordering  of  steamers 
imd  facing  the  whole  of  the  expenses  on  the 
'  Ooveinment  for  the  conveyance  of  stores  and 
thiogs  of  that  kind,  he  thought,  laid  them  open 
to  saoh  a  charge,  quite  as  much  as  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  with  reference  to  the  other  mat- 
ter. He  thought  if  that  view  Of  it  had  been 
taken  at  first,  instead  of  so  much  hesitation 
about  small  items|  and  they  had  given  the  allow- 
ance to  make  it  28.  6d.  per  day,  the  men  would 
have  been  satisfied.  He  thought  also  that  every 
member  of  this  Committee  deeply  regretted, 
for  the  same  reason,  that  the  Militia  had  thus 
been  overlooked  ;  indeed  he  believed  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  Militia  to  have  been 
paid  a  reasonable  sum  than  be  paid  as  they 
were,  even  if  some  of  the  other  items  had  been 
left  out  all  together. 

Mr.  WOOD  suggested  that  the  better  plan 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Grey  and  Bell 
to  adopt  would  be  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  Committee  in  the  shape  of  a  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  said  he  was  one  of 
those  who  suggested  last  session  that  the  colony 
should  have  file  means  of  paying  for  the  service 
of  those  men  who  were  employed  as  Militia, 
when  one  of  his  honourable  friends  proposed 
that  they  should  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per 
diem,  which  was  subsequently  reduced  to  2s  6d. 
per  diem,  which  he  (Mr.  Pitzherbert)  thought 
was  the  smallest  modicum  they  could  reason- 
ably expect  to  pay  men  who  were  performing 
compulsory  service  and  risking  their  own  lives 
for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  their  more 
weiUthy  neighbours.  He  did  support  the  in- 
crease of  pay  to  these  men,  who  had  volunteered 
their  services  to  protect  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  others.  He  begged  to  say  again  that,  if 
we  must  go  to  war,  we  must  learn  that  going 
to  war  was  a  very  costly  thing.  [The  honour- 
able gentleman  paid  a  compliment  to  the 
Taranaki  Militia,  not  only  for  their  having 
volunteered,  but  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  themselves  throughout.] 
He,  for  one,  felt  ashamed  of  the  small  aJ- 
lowance,  and  expressed  himself  in  support  of 


a  more  liberal  system  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  House  on  a  former  occasion.  He 
should  not  regret  this,  as  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  we  never  had  any  idea  of  paying 
them.  It  was  always  inconvenient  to  pay 
if  they  could  get  out  of  it  in  any  way  ;  but  it 
would  be  as  well  if  they  considered  the  paying 
part  of  the  business  more  before  they  indulgpa 
m  these  luxuries.  He  was  prepared  to  sanction 
the  proper  payment  of  arrears,  and  that  the 
smallest  amount  which  had  been  decided  upon 
to  make  up  their  2s.  6d.  per  diem  should  be  at 
once  refanded  to  the  men.  It  was  impossible 
to  estimate  the  advantage  that  had  been  de- 
rived from  the  gallant  bearing  of  the  Militia. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  in  the 'previous  war 
which  took  place  in  the  south  the  Militiamen 
did  make  an  impression  upon  the  Natives,  and 
that  whenever  they  came  m  contact  with  them 
their  conduct  produced  an  extremely  salutary 
effect  upon  the  Kative  mind.  He  need  not 
ask  the  House  to  recollect  what  a  salutary 
check  they  were  to  acts  of  aggression.  Having 
received  their  services  and  acknowledged  them, 
it  would  be  unworthy  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  now  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  just 
demands. 

Colonel  NIXON  remarked  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  support  any  proposition  for  Mie  proper 
payment  of  the  MUitia.  He  thought  it  was 
not  improbable  that  every  man  would  yet  be 
called  out  in  the  Militia.  There  were  onerous, 
dangerous  duties,  which  must  be  performed, 
even  perhaps  at  the  loss  of  life,  and  they  were 
bound  to  render  them  as  little  obnoxious  and 
make  the  perfosnance  of  them  as  much  a 
pleasure  as  possible.  The  Militia  had  exhibited 
gallant  conduct,  and  he,  for  his  part,  would  be 
willing  to  pay  the  men  who  might  be  called  out 
for  training  exercise. 

Mr.  O.  GRAHAM  said  the  men  should  not  be 
called  out  to  do  duty  without  payment.  The 
House  really  should  show  that  they  were  British. 
It  was  but  a  very  paltry  sum  after  all,  and,  oon- 
sidering  the  heavy  sums  that  they  were  borrow- 
ing, they  ought  to  pay  their  contributions  for 
services  rendered,  and  let  the  men  have  their 
back-pay.  Though  he  was  anxious  to  keep  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  within  bounds,  it 
was  by  other  means,  and  not  by  screwing  down 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  COLENSO  took  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  opinion  on  this  matter,  which 
was  the  same  as  the  three  last  honourable 
members  who  had  spoken — namely,  that  28.  6d.  ' 
per  diem  per  man  was  the  le^st  amount  they 
could  oSer  for  those  who  had  been  serving  in 
the  Militia  at  Taranaki.  He  wished  something 
could  be  done  for  the  Militia  to  remove  a 
stumbling-block  which  perhaps  applied  not 
only  to  one  but  to  all  the  provinces. 

Mr.  STAPPORD  had  heard  with  very  great 
pleasure  the  general  recognition  from  all  sides 
of  the  House  of  the  valuable  and  gallant  ser- 
vices of  the  Taranaki  Mihtia  and  Volunteers, 
and  heartily  concurred  in  the  universally-ex- 
pressed desire  that  those  services  should  be 
justly  requited.  The  Postmaster-General,  who 
had  appeared  in  some  degree  to  censure  tho 


Digitized  by 


Google 


856 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Svpply. 


[Aug.  » 


late  Government  for  not  awarding  a  higher 
rate  of  pay  to  the  Taranaki  Militia,  could,  as  a 
member  of  the  present  Ministry,  properly  pro- 
pose that  that  force  should  receive  for  the 
whole  period  of  its  service  the  increased  rate  of 
pay  which  the  late  Government  had  sanctioned 
so  soon  as  they  were  able  to  do  so.  No  sum, 
however,  to  meet  that  back  payment,  in  the 
event  of  the  Imperial  Government  demanding 
it,  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  late 
Ministry.  If  the  Postmaster- General,  there- 
fore, really  desired  to  have  that  payment  made, 
he  must  ask  the  House  to  maJce  some  provi- 
sion for  meeting  it,  contingently  upon  the  sums 
now  advanced  from  the  Commissariat  chest 
being  required  by  the  Home  authorities  to  be 
replaced  from  colonial  funds.  Most  certainly 
none  were  more  entitled  to  receive  such  con- 
sideration than  the  people  of  Taranaki,  who 
had,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  dangers 
which  had  surrounded  them  for  the  last 
eighteen  months,  displayed,  on  all  occasions 
and  at  all  risks,  an  unflinching  courage  and 
steady  devotion  to  the  duty  of  soldiers  which 
had  been  imposed  on  them.  They  had  done 
their  duty  as  British  subjects  were  accustomed 
to  do  ;  but  they  had  done  it  also  without  that 
reserved  right  of  grumbling  which  Englishmen 
often  olaimed  even  when  doing  their  duty. 
There  had  not  occurred  one  instance  of  com- 
plaint or  of  grumbling  on  the  part  of  the  Tara- 
naki Militia,  although  called  upon  compulsorily 
to  perform  military  duties  under  ifiost  disad- 
vantageous circumstances — to  undertake  night 
patrols,  throughout  an  inclement  winter,  with- 
out shelter,  with  no  sentry-boxes,  and  without 
even  a  sufficient  supply  of  groat  coats.  They 
had  been,  in  spite  of  every  discouragement, 
ready  to  turn  out  for  duty,  and  that  too  when 
everything  worth  fighting  for — except  their 
land,  which  could  not  be  taken  away — was 
gone.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  not  merely 
the  thanks  of  this  House,  but  some  substantial 
recognition  of  the  great  services  which  they 
had  rendered  to  the  Empire  as  well  as  to 
the  colony  would  be  awarded  to  the  people 
of  Taranaki. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  did  not  take  exception  to 
any  of  the  items.    -     - 

Mr.  STAFFORD  understood  that  the 
honourable  member  had  been  taking  objection 
to  certain  charges.  He  (Mr.  StaSord)  was 
pretty  conversant  with  all  that  bad  been  spent 
nnder  this  head,  and  he  did  not  think  one 
single  penny  could  be  sayed  to  add  to  the  pay 
of  the  TaremaJii  Militia. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  the  war  loan  was 
granted  to  meet  cases  of  emergency.  Without 
going  into  any  of  those  items  at  the  present 
time,  he  might  say  that  some  of  them  were 
quite  justifiable — ^perhaps  they  all  were.  What 
he  wished  to  say  ivas  this :  that  it  would  have 
been  as  well  on  the  whole  to  have  paid  the 
Militia;  if  the  Government  incurred  a  colo- 
nial liability  in  doing  so,  it  would  have  been 
met  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  He 
was  not  in  a  position  to  say  what  the  present 
Government  were  doing,  or  what  they  contem- 
plated doing;  but  he  certainly  thought  the 
Mr.^Stafford 


C!ommittee  would  go  with  him  in  saying  that 
it  was  desirable  that  these  moneys  dionU 
have  been  taken  to  pay  the  Militia,  their  ser- 
vices being  of  such  a  kmd  as  to  entitle  them  to 
the  first  consideration. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  thought  the  honour- 
able member  had  shown  a  certain  amount  of 
asperity  in  his  speech  which  was  not  again  ex- 
hibited in  his  explanation.  In  reference  to  the 
heads  of  expenses,  he  thought  they  wovild  l» 
found  available  under  one  or  otiier  of  the 
clauses  of  the  Loan  Act.  There  was  the  sum 
of  £26,000  for  the  relief  of  Taranaki  setUcts, 
with  which  they  were  now  dealing,  and  there 
was  £4,000  for  Naval  bonus ;  which  appeared 
altogether  in  the  Loan  Act  as  £29,000.  These 
two  items  had  been  appropriated  for  spociiie 
purposes.  Certain  'expenses  had  been  paid 
out  of  moneys  which  were  not  available  for 
Militia.  The  Government  were  absolutely  in 
want  of  cash.  In  regard  to  the  simi  of  £150,000 
for  war  purposes,  he  regretted  to  learn  for  the 
first  time  that  the  expenditure  was  unsatit- 
factory.  It  was  possible  for  people  to  say  that 
such-and-such  things  were  ptofeotly  useless 
and  need  not  have  been  done.  How  many 
times  did  they  expect  a  descent  on  Auckland? 
[Alluding  to  a  remark  made  about  the  steama, 
the  honourable  member  observed  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  induced  to  purchase  a 
vessel  at  the  earnest  request  of  Captain  Ctv 
croft.] 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. 

Native  purposes  generally,  £10,000. 

Mr.  MANTELL  explained  to  what  purposes 
it  was  proposed  generally  to  appropriate  this 
item.  [The  honourable  member  said  that  it  wu 
owing  to  the  approaching  change  of  Governor 
that  he  was  obliged  to  be  excessively  retioent 
on  the  subject  of  any  plan  that  he  hirnself  per- 
sonally should  suggest  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  the  Natives ;  nor  was  he  going  to  pro- 
pose any  such  plan  now.]  The  Natives  had 
before  them  the  excellent  plans  of  Oovetnor 
Browne,  and  in  a  short  time — possibly  by  Tae^ 
day  next,  or  in  the  course  of  the  following 
week—Sir  George  Grey  would  have  arrived,  asd 
then  another  plan,  perhaps  practically  id»i- 
tical,  but  difiering  in  details,  would  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  future  Governor,  and  it  would  bs 
extremely  unjust  to  the  Natives,  in  this  inter- 
val, to  encumber  them  with  a  third  plan,  whieii 
could  not  possibly  be  acted  upon.  Therefoie, 
until  the  substitution  of  another  plan  by  Sir 
George  Grey,  who,  although  he  woixld  have  the 
sole  power  of  carrying  his  plans  into  efieet, 
would  most  probably  consult  his  ^linisters  on 
the  subject,  and  obtain  their  concurrence,  it 
was  highly  expedient  and  just  to  the  Natives 
that  the  plan  promulgated  by  the  present  Go- 
vernor should  be  left  as  the  only  one.  Besides 
this  sum  proposed,  the  House  was  aware  that 
there  was  already  a  sum  of  £7,000  for  Native 
purposes,  and  another  sum  of  £7,000  for  Na- 
tive schools,  which  was  entirely  allotted  by 
present  arrangements ;  but  a  large  portion  of 
the  Nativea  were,  notwithstanding,  very  insoffi- 
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■«ienUy  sapplied  with  sohools.  If  we  were  to 
govern  the  Natives  at  all  we  must  educate 
them  ;  not  as  paupers,  free  of  cost,  but  educa- 
tion must  be  put  within  their  reach  before 
they  could  be  expected  to  pay  for  it.  Medical 
attendance,  too,  most  be  put  within  their 
reach,  and  they  must  be  taught  its  value  before 
they  could  be  expected  to  pay  for  it.  Then  we 
must  point  out  to  them  that,  if  they  wished  to 
become  civilized  and  independent  men,  they 
should  emerge  as  soon  as  possible  from  a  state 
of  pupilage  to  having  possessions  of  their  own, 
and  paying  for  things  necessary  for  them.  He 
had  before  him  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
additional  expenditure  thought  necessary  by 
one  department  alone,  for  education,  medical 
purposes.  Magistrates,  Assessors,  &c.,  and  it 
amounted  to  more  than  the  present  vote  — 
namely,  to  £10,480.  But,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  been  able  to  detect — and  did  not  know  any 
one  else  who  had — any  general  system  in  the. 
present  administration  of  Native  affairs,  he 
could  not  willingly  oonsent  to  indorse  a  recom- 
mendation for  additional  expenditure  on  the 
scheme  proposed  in  that  document.  With  re- 
ference to  the  specific  appropriation  of  this 
£10,000,  in  the  first  plaoe  it  was  necessary 
that  thisre  should  be  as  soon  as  possible  a 
Kative  meeting  similar  to  that  held  last  year 
at  Kohimarama.  For  this  purpose  the  balance 
left  of  the  Bvun  voted  last  year  was  not  likely 
to  be  stifficient,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that, 
in  addition,  a  sum  of  about  £2,000  would  be 
leqnired  for  a  meeting  this  year.  For  medical 
purposes  a  sum  of  £1,900  at  least  would  be 
required,  in  addition  to  the  £2,000  already  on 
the  Civil  List ;  but  it  was  possible  something 
might  be  eoonomized  out  of  the  present  expen- 
diture. Under  the  head  of  Assessors,  should 
that  institution  be  brought  into  any  regular 
shape,  he  should  propose  a  sum  of  £S0O  for 
the  Middle  Island,  which  had  considerable 
.claims  on  the  House.  It  might  not  be  generally 
Jmown  that  a  vast  extent  of  the  lands  in  the 
Middle  Island  was  obtained  from  the  Natives 
on  certain  conditions.  The  whole  of  the  land 
roommenoing  at  Kaiapoi  and  extending  south  to 
Holyneux,  amounting  to  about  twenty-two 
million  acres,  was  acquired  from  the  Natives 
by  a  payment  of  £2,000,  and  an  assurance 
given  by  the  Commissioner  —  himself  (Mr. 
M&ntell),  on  behalf  of  the  (Government,  that 
they  must  not  regard  the  £2,000  as  the 
principal  payment,  .but  the  benefits  they 
would  derive  from  schools  erected  for  their 
education,  from  medical  attendance,  and  the 
general  hospitable  care  cf  the  Government. 
Those  lands  parsed  to  the  Government,  but  the 
promises  made  had  never  to  this  day  biaen  pro- 
.perly  fulfilled  ;  for,  whereas  the  former  genera- 
tion, with  whom  he  had  negotiated,  comd  read 
.and  write  to  a  man,  and  some  had  taught 
themselvea-  arithmetic,  those  who  had  grown 
up  since  could  not  read  or  write  in  Maori,  and 
were  all  going  to  the  bad  as  fast  as  possible, 
limply  for  the  want  of  fulfilment  of  those 
pledges  made  thirteen  yean  ago  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  He  therefore  trusted  that 
/the  House  would  wurant  his  TnnkiTig  this  small 


but,neceMary  expenditure  out  of  the  fondB 
voted  to  him  on  the  present  occasion.  Another 
charge  which  must  fall  on  this  fund  this  year 
would  arise  from  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing Vrith  regard  to  the  Chatham  Islands,  for 
whidi  he  had  put  down,  conjecturally,  £500, 
though  if  any  real  substaiitial  good  was  to  be 
done  that  sum  would  be  quite  inadequate ; 
but  he  should  leave  a  margin  which  might 
sufiice  fpr  what  was  necessary  on  that  behalf. 
Stewart  Island  had  been  repeatedly  offered 
for  sale  by  the  Native  owners,  and,  the  settle- 
ment of  that  island  having  begun,  he  thought 
this  a  very  good  time  for  extinguishing  the 
Native  title  to  the  island,  which  formed  a  por- 
tion of  no  existing  province.  He  purposed  to 
apply  £1,000  as  a  first  outlay  for  this  purpose. 
Its  Natives  had  simplified  the  title  amongst 
themselves,  and  reduced  the  parties  to  nego- 
tiate to  two  individuals,  and  gone  to  their  re- 
serves on  the  mainland  at  Apirima  and  other 
places.  These  items — Education,  £2,000 ;  me- 
dical purposes,  £1,500;  conference,  £2,000; 
Assessors,  £500 ;  Chatham  Islands,  £500 ;  pur- 
chase of  Stewart  Island,  £1,000 — together 
amounted  to  £7,500,  leaving  a  margin  of 
£2,500.  He  was  unwilling  to  make  atiy  further 
specific  appropriations,  for  various  additional 
expenses  would  be  required,  materially  depend- 
ing on  the  plans  adopted  by  Sir  George  Grey. 
For  individualization  of  title  he  should  wish  to 
leave  a  large  margin ;  but  he  did  not  think  the 
expense  on  that  head  during  the  current  year 
would  exceed  £500.  Then,  Besident  Magis- 
trates would  be  required,  if  anything  was  to  be 
done,  before  passing  an  amendment  of  the  law, 
taking  the  first  step  towards  individualising 
title,  on  some  tenure  akin  to  the  copyhold 
tenure  of  England.  For  Magistrates  and  As- 
sessors £2,000  was  put  down  by  the  Native  Se- 
cretary, and  £1,000  might  be  found  absolutely 
necessary  for  Magistrates  in  the  North  Island 
this  year.  The  margin  he  proposed  to  leave 
would  not,  therefore,  be  any  too  large.  In  con- 
clusion, he  should  be  happy  to  give  all  ex- 
planation that  was  required,  and  he  trusted 
honourable  members  would  take  this  conve- 
nient oroortunity  of  completing  their  discus- 
sions on  Native  matters  for  this  session. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  inquired  who  was  to 
have  the  spending  of  the  money  ?  Under  exist- 
ing relations,  the  Governor  alone  had  the  final 
and  decisive  voice  as  to  the  expenditure  of  all 
supplies  granted  for  Native  purposes.  - 

Mr.  MANTELLsaid  he  was  not  aware  that  it 
was  vested  so  absolutely  in  the  Governor,  as  he 
found  that  Native  expenditure  was  always  re- 
ferred to  the  Native  Minister  for  his  approval. 
He  would  like  some  information  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  previous  to 
1858  the  Governor  really  had  no  money  for 
Native  purposes,  the  whole  of  the  £7,000  on  the 
Civil  List  being  pledged  for  schools.  In  1858 
the  House  voted  £7,000  a  year  for  seven  years 
for  Native  sohools,  which  restored  to  the  Go- 
vernor the  control  over  the  sum  on  the  Civil 
List,  and  the  Governor  sent  down  a  statement 
of  the  purposes  to  which  he  proposed  to  devotft 
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titftt  Bum,  from  which  application  he  agreed 
not  to  deviate  without  the  advice  of  his  IdOnia- 
ten.  It  was  ajipi^riated  as  follows :  Medical 
pnrposes,  £2,000 ;  Circuit  and  Resident  Magis- 
trates' Courts,  £2,900 ;  Maori  newspapers,  £400 ; 
pensions  to  Natives,  £400 ;  personal  entertain- 
ment to  Natives,  £500;  Southern  Island, 
£<00;  not  specified,  £800:  total,  £7,000.  Of 
supplies  voted  by  this  House  simply  as  a  money 
vote  the  Governor  had  the  whole  expenditure. 

Mr.  FOX.— On  what  authority? 

Mr.  C.W.  BIOHMOND.— It  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  memorandum  of  1856,  and 
when  the  House  desired  to  limit  the  Governor's 
power  they  expressly  made  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  m  Council  necessary.  That  was  done 
last  session  with  respect  to  the  £1,000  for  the 
salaries  of  Native  cmefs.  The  memorandum 
of  1856,  reserving  to  the  Governor  the  final 
decision  on  all  questions  relating  to  Native 
affairs,  was  supposed  by  the  late  Ministry  to 
oany  with  it  the  right  to  appropriate  supplies 
for  Native  purposes,  though  not  vnthont  con- 
sulting his  Ministers,  by  any  means. 

Mr.  MANTELL  stud  it  would  be  expended  by 
the  Governor  in  Council  most  decidedly.  The 
reason  for  his  inquiry  as  to  the  amount  of  au- 
thority exercised  by  Ministers  was  that  he  hod 
bean  in  the  habit,  while  he  had  held  the  office 
of  Native  Minister,  of  exercising  a  discretion 
of  giving  or  withholding  his  approval  of  Native 
enenditure. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  practice  had 
onsen  from  the  perfect  agreement  of  the  Go- 
Tamor  and  the  late  Ministry  upon  the  mode  of 
appropriating  votes.  Before  the  sum  was 
pckssed  he  should  propose  the  etddition  of  the 
same  words  which  were  proposed  last  ses- 
sion by  the  honourable  member  at  present  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  with  the  entire 
concurrence  of  the  then  Government — namely, 
"  to  be  expended  by  the  Governor  in  Council." 
He  should  have  proposed  that  without  refer- 
ence to  the  change  of  Governors,  but  still,  he 
Was  more  anxious  to  do  it  from  the  faot  of  the 
coming  of  Sir  George  Grey.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  statement  just  made  by  the 
Native  Minister  as  a  mere  skeleton  outline,  re- 
cognizing that  present  circimistances  did  not 
compel  this  House  to  be  anxious  to  see  any- 
thing more  than  a  skeleton.  He  trusted  Minis- 
ters would  not  give  up  any  of  that  power  over 
Native  affairs  which  had  been  hitherto  main- 
tained, and  he  did  not  think  the  coming  Go- 
Temor  would  press  them  to  do  so.  He  hoi>ed 
Ministers  would  give  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try an  assurance  that,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
they  had  no  idea  of  abdicating  the  podtiott 
hitherto  occupied ;  and  that,  if  they  differed  in 
opinion  from  the  Governor,  they  would  not  fail 
to  let  the  country  know  they  had  taken  a  fair 
stand. 
.    Mr.  FOX  had  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in 

S'ving  the  House  and  the  country  the  pledge  that 
le  present  Ministry  had  not  the  least  intention 
whatever  of  departing  from  the  present  arrange- 
ments between  the  House  and  the  Ckivemor  at 
all  events,  in  'the  way  of  lessening  the  power  of 
the  Ministry;  nor  did  he  expect  there  would  be 
Ur.  C.  W.  Bichmond 


any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Home  Q«vm- 
ment  to  alter  those  arrangunents.  It  was  Mt 
from  the  Governor's  finiU  veto  that  they  ex- 
pected any  difficulty,  but  from  the  same  toon* 
from  which  difficulty  had  hitherto  ansen,  Miil 
from  which,  if  no  change  were  made,  difficnltf 
would  continue  to  arise — the  Native  Sects- 
tary's  Department,  which  was  a  practical  veto 
of  far  more  consequence  than  the  Goventot^ 
veto.  The  Governor  and  bis  Ministers  mi^t 
agree,  and  ^et  by  that  department  tiieir  beet 
schemes  might  be  thoroughly  impeded.  Till 
that  department  was  abolished  or  uteied  then 
was  very  little  hope  of  the  affairs  of  this  ocloBy 
being  carried  on  on  the  footing  they  ought  to 
be.  Owing  to  the  unfortunate  amalgamatiai 
of  the  two  offices  of  Native  Secretary  and  Land 
Purchase  Commissioner,  the  Native  SecrsUiy 
had  hitherto  to  a  great  extent  had  ibe  eontni 
of  the  Land  Fund,  large  amounts  of  which  had 
been  paid  to  Natives  professedly  as  instalmwiti 
on  acoount  of  some  future  purchase,  but  icaDj 
to  maintain  the  political  influence  of  th* 
Native  Secretary.  This,  however,  was  not  m 
likely  to  happen  for  the  future.  He  folly  con- 
curred in  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  to  limit  the  expenditnn 
of  this  vote  to  the  Governor  in  Council  Sit 
George  Grey  would  no  doubt  come  withompl* 

Eowers  of  drawing  on  the  Imperial  Tieasniy, 
eside  which  the  amounts  voted  by  this  Hodm 
would  be  insignificant.  In  oonclnsioo,  bt 
pledged  the  Mhiistry  to  tender  advice  on  sll 
subjects,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  oontral  tht 
expenditure. 

Mr.  0.  W.  BICHMOND  said  the  ezptonato 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  satisfactory,  M 
the  honourable  member  had  omitted  to  infoni 
the  House  that  he  (the  Colonial  Secretary)  wM 
the  originator  of  the  combination  of  the  oSms 
of  Native  Secretary  and  Land  Purchase  Oom- 
missioner.  In  1866,  when  Mr.  Brown  ww 
Colonial  Treasurer,  the  only  prominent  featon 
of  the  Budget  of  the  Fox  Ministry  was,  tbm 
should  be  one  officer,  Native  Seeretaiy  tod 
Land  Purchase  Commissioner,  in  the  Noiik, 
and  a  similar  officer  in  the  Sonth.  The  (set 
was,  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  was  talked  en 
this  question.  The  extinguishment  of  Natim 
title  was  really  a  political  matter,  thongfa,  if 
they  came  to  anything  like  direct  purohasa,  of 
course  it  would  not  be  so.  No  danbt  a  gisst 
deal  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Land  PurohiH 
Department  had  been  unsatisfactory ;  but  ht 
could  not  join  in  heaping  unqualified  blame  oa 
the  officers  of  that  department.  A  great  ptft 
of  the  difficulty  was  with  the  Natives  thasi- 
selves.  The  present  Native  Minister,  when  a 
Land  Purchase  Conunissioner,  had  not  givw 
unlimited  satisfaction,  and  would  find  in  th* 
published  correspondence  that  he  was  crimi- 
nated and  found  fault  with,  and  charged  with 
a  general  disposition  to  do  injustice  to  the  Na- 
tives. Any  officer  placed  in  that  pcotioa 
would  be  subject  to  remarks  of  that  kind.  He 
agreed  that  the  only  course  at  the  prsMit 
juncture  was  to  place  a  lump  sum  on  ue  e^ 
mates,  and  make  Ministers  responsible  for  its 
expenditure,  and  that  a  sum  of  £10,000  migIA 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861.]      Diseased  CatOe  BiU.       [COUNCIL.] 


Adjournment. 


be  ocmsidezed  a  very  libeial  oontribntion  on 
lbs  put  of  the  oolony  towaids  the  future  Na- 
tive policy. 

Frogieas  leported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
•gun. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
qoestad  vith  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
•abject  of  the  amendments  made  by  them  in 
the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill ;  and  that  Mr.  B.  Ota- 
faam,  Ur.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Jollie  be  the  Ma- 
nagers of  each  Conference  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

TheHonse  adjourned  at  half-past  five  o'clock 
pjn. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday;  8nd  September,  1861. 

Feoiioiian'  CniOmB  BiU— Diseasad  Cattle  BUI— Oas- 
tonu  Duties  Act  Amendment  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  SfejlKsb  tcx^  the  chair  at  two 
o'dodc 

FUTBBS. 

FEN8IONEBS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 
The  Pensioners'  Claims  Bill  was  considered 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
wA  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  on  the  snb- 
jeotof  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  in 
the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Sir 
Osboms  Gibbes,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred,  and 
the  Eon.  Ur.  Sewell  be  the  Managers  on  be- 
half of  this  Council. 

CUSTOMS   DUTIES    ACT    AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 


The  Council  then  adjoutned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  3rd  September,  1861. 


Soapwulon  of  Btandins  Orders— Adjoomment—Pen- 
sionen' CUims  Bill— Sarvey  CorreotJon  Bill- 
Third  Bekding— Auckland  Inunigration  Certifl- 
cate  Act  1868  Amendment  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfsazsb  took  the  chaii  at  two 
o'olodc. 

PSiLTEBS. 

SUSPENSION  OF  STANDINa  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  agreed.  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  sus- 
pended for  thia  day,  with  a  view  to  passing 
Bills  through  all  their  stages. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  agreed,  That  the  Council,  at  its  rising  this 
day,  do  adjourn  until  to-morrow  (Wedne^y), 
at  two  o'clock. 

PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 
The   Pensioners'   Claims   Bill   was   recom- 
mitted, further  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  Council  with  amendments,  read 
a  third  time^  and  passed. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
requested  with  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  subject  of  the  amendments  made  by 
them  in  the  Survey  Correction  BUI ;  and  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  be  appointed  Managers 
thereof  on  behalf  of  this  Council. ' 

THIRD  READING. 
Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE ACT  1868  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill  was  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  witii  am^id- 
ments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  3rd  September,  1861. 


Petitions  from  Uarlborougb— First  Beading— De- 
spatches — Land  -  purchase  —  MUitia  —  Diseased 
Cfsttle  BUI— Supply— Survey  Correction  BUI— 
Supply- Survey  Correction  BUI. 

Mr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pb&ysbs. 

PETITIONS  FROM  MARLBOROUGH. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND,  it 
was  ordered.  That  the  petition  from  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Marlborough, 
praying  that  no  change  may  take  place  in  Uie 
tenure  of  the  offices  of  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  and  Superintendent  of  that  province,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  3.  RICHMOND,  it 
was  ordered,  That  the  petition  in  favour  of  the 
Picton  and  Wairan  Railway  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  members  of  this  House. 

FIRST  READING. 
Parliamentary  Costs  Taxation  Bill. 

DESPATCHES. 

Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  copies  of  two 
letters,  dated  respectively  the  1st  and  2nd  of 
August,  1861,  addressed  by  Archdeacon  Had- 
field  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  this  House. 

Mr.  FOX  said  this  day's  Order  Paper  had 
been  brought  under  the  notioe  of  His  Excel- 
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lency,  who  had  refetred  him  (Mr.  Fox)  to  the 
instructions  from  the  Colonial  Office  prohibit- 
ing the  Governor  from  furnishing  copies  of  cmy 
despatches  addressed  Home  till  after  they  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Home  authorities. 

Mr.  CABLKTUN,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, 
.withdrew  his  motion. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 

Mr.  FIBTH  moved  for  a  return  showing  the 
amount  remaining  unexpended  on  the  30th 
June,  1861,  of  the  sum  of  £180,(500  allocated 
to  the  Northern  Island  for  the  extinguishment 
of  Native  title  therein,  particularizing  the 
balances  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Auckland,  Wellington,  Taranaki,  and 
Hawke's  Bay  respectively  on  the  80th  June, 
1861,  or  ap  to  the  latest  date  to  which  the  re- 
turn can  be  furnished,  showing  the  manner  in 
which  such  unexpended  balances  are  employed 
or  invested ;  if  invested,  when,  at  what  rate,  and 
the  total  amount  of  such  interest  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  provinces  respectively. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MLLITIA. 
Mr.  Q.  GRAHAM  moved.  That  the  follow- 
ing resolution  be  considered  in  Committee  of 
Supply :  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Government  should  be  authorized  to  in- 
crease the  rate  of  pay  of  all  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  Militia,  when  on  active 
service  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  at  the  rate  of 
SO  per  cent.;  also,  that  the  simi  of  2s.  6d.  per 
day  be  paid  to  privates  and  4s.  per  day  be  paid 
to  non-commissioned  officers  of  Militia  vrhen 
called  out  for  trainidg,  instruction,  or  other 
duties.  He  said  he  objected  to  the  employ- 
ment of  a  Militia  force  in  the  colony ;  but  if 
the  country  wotild  indulge  in  such  expensive 
playthings  as  soldiers  they  must  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  confessed  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  resolution.  There  never  had  been 
any  pay  fixed  for  the  ililitia,  and  therefore 
what  did  not  exist  could  not  be  increased  60 
per  cent.  .It  was  reasonable  to  pay  the  Tara- 
naki Militia,  who  had  been  on  active  service, 
day  and  night,  for  eighteen  months;  but  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  pay  men  who  only  served 
one  day  in  five  at  a  blockhouse  in  times  of 
petkce  at  the  same  rate.  He  deprecated  the 
use  by  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
Btereotyx>ed  phrase  of  "  playing  at  soldiers." 
The  colony  thought  it  necessary  to  maintain 
the  Militia,  and  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  House  passed  laws  for  the  control  and 
employment  of  a  Militia  force,  and  yet  the 
honourable  member,  by  implication,  threw 
contumely  on  all  the  House  had  done  in  that 
regard  for  several  sessions.  It  was  not  many 
months  since  that  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self felt  the  advantage  of  the  Militia  force  in 
the  country.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  now  asked  what 
rate  of  pay  the  honourable  member  desired 
advanced  60  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  EIOHMOND  was  sorry  his 
honourable  friend  had  given  the  extremely 
foolish  observations  of  the  honourable  mem- 
bet  for  Newton  any  importaaoe  by  noticing 


them  at  all,  as  the  value  of  the  remarks  made 
by  that  honourable  gentleman  was  very  vdl 
understood  by  the  House.  The  resolution  hid 
been  written  in  absolute  ignorance  of  tlie 
present  state  of  the  law  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  country.  The  Government  had  the 
power  of  fixing  the  rate  of  Militia  pay  by 
the  existing  law,  and  they  had  had  pecnniuy 
means  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  House 
in  its  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Message  No.  2. 
To  propose  to  advance  the  existing  rate  of  pay 
was,  however,  senseless,  as  there  was  no  exist-' 
ing  rate  of  pay. 

Mr.  G.  QBAHAM  was  not  surprised  at  tbe 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentlemen.  Censme 
from  them  was  at  all  times  better  than  praise. 
By  their  conduct  a  most  disgraceful  and  dis- 
honest war  was  commenced ;  and  he  was  not 
at  all  astonished  that  they  objected  to  doiiif 
justice,  even  at  the  lost  moment,  to  the  Militii, 
who  nobly  did  their  duty.  He  was  ntbet 
pleased  to  be  branded  vrith  ignorance  in  Ui 
attempts  to  do  justjce  to  the  hombler  claates, 
whom  he  was  sent  to  the  House  to  represent; 
and  he  did  think  it  was  only  justice,  when  msD 
where  dragged  away  from  Uieir  work  for  lii 
miles  to  drill,  through  swamps,  and  forfeited 
their  daily  wages,  that  they  should  receive  ui 
equivalent  from  the  country.  He  desired  to 
see  an  advance  of  60  per  cent,  on  the  pay  of 
the  Taranaki  Militia,  which  he  had  taken  w 
the  basis  of  his  motion ;  and  he  thought  it  tna 
a  disgrace  to  pay  those  men  the  misenble 
pittance  doled  out  to  them.  As  to  the  tebskt 
administered  to  him  for  using  the  words  "  play- 
ing at  soldiers,"  he  wished  to  explain  thatke 
called  it  playing  at  soldiers  where  the  moi 
were  marched  up  and  told  not  to  fire  on  the 
enemy  till  they  had  been  fired  upon.  Ibst 
order  had  been  given  at  Taranaki,  under  tbe 
eyes  of  the  gentleman  who,  thank  God,  had 
been  removed  from  the  Ministerial  benches. 

Motion  negatived. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOLLIE,  it  vu 
ordered.  That  Mr.  B.  Graham  and  Mr.  ^HIscd 
be  discharged  from  the  Conmiittee  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  theLe^slatiTe 
Council  on  the  subject  of  their  amendmoits 
in  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
Diseased  Cattle ;  and  that  Mr.  Creyke  ud 
Colonel  Nizon  be  added  thereto. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  Eoiue, 
and  agreed  to. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ud 
Means  on  clause  12    of  the  Survey  Coneo- 
tion  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Sapply. 
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IN   COMHITTEB. 

Class  VIII. 

Kative  pnrposes  generally,  £10,000. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  STAPFORD  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  the  words  "  to  be  expended  by 
ihe  Governor  in  Council"  be  added.  This 
irocld  give  the  Government  control  over  the 
expenditure  of  the  money,  and  not  leave  it  to 
the  Kative  Department. 

Mr.  KANTBLL  assented  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  COLENSO  commended  the  Native 
Minister  for  declining  to  publish  any  general 
statement  of  a  plan  on  Friday ;  and  he  Uiought 
the  money  ought  to  be  asked  for  in  a  lump 
snm,  and  not  specify  the  mode  of  its  appropria- 
tion, as  had  been  done. 

Mr.  MANTBLL  said  he  asked  for  the  money 
in  a  lump  sum  ;  but,  the  House  having  asked 
how  it  was  likely  to  be  expended,  he  had  indi- 
cated that  it  would  probably  be  spent  in  pro- 
viding increased  medical  attendance  and  schools 
for  the  Natives,  in  paying  Besident  Magistrates 
and  Native  Assessors,  and  part  would  be  appro- 
priated to  Stewajrt  Islajid  and  the  Chatham 
Islands. 

Mr.  COLENSO  believed  that  the  goldflelds 
of  Otago  had  caused  a  few  Native  inhabitants 
to  leave  Stewart  Island,  and  be  thought  that 
that  island  and  the  Chatham  Islands  ought  at 
once  to  be  purchased.  A  captain  of  a  vessel 
trading  to  the  Chatham  Islands  told  him  on 
Saturday  that  the  Maoris  were  anxious  to  sell 
them ;  but  it  was  a  question  whether  the  money 
(hould  not  be  paid  to  the  original  inhabitants, 
of  whom  a  hundred  and  fifty  remained,  rather 
than  to  their  Maori  conquerors. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  was  disappointed  at 
the  speech  made  on  Friday  night  by  the  Native 
Minister,  for  he  had  expected  a  statement  of 
some  general  and  comprehensive  plan  for  the 
amehoiation  of  the  Native  race  from  that 
honourable  gentleman  when  asking  for  this 
vote  of  £10,000  for  Native  purposes.  Instead 
of  that,  however,  the  Eouse  heard  nothing  new. 
On  the  contrary,  the  honourable  gentleman 
simply  proposed  to  continue  the  old  system  of 
the  Native  Secretary's  Office,  which  the  House 
and  country  unanimously  condemned.  He 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  found  that  the  honourable 

Sntleman  also  adopted  the  plan  of  Mr. 
cLean,  which  had  created  so  much  astonish- 
ment to  the  Waikato  Committee — namely,  that 
he  (Mr.  McLean)  thought  it  undesirable  to 
place  before  the  Natives  any  theories  unless 
the  Qovemment  was  prepared  to  carry  them 
out,  for  that  would  raise  expectations  in  the 
Native  mind  that  could  not  be  fulfilled.  The 
Kative  Minister  did  the  same  thing;  he  de- 
«lined  to  state  any  general  plan,  lest  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  Natives  should  be  raised,  and 
he  should  be  unable  to  meet  those  expectations. 
Now,  the  House  expected  that  'some  measure 
of  amelioration  would  have  been  proposed, 
embodying  the  views  of  the  House  as  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  and  debates  of  the  last  two 
sessions.  The  House  would  willingly  vote  a 
larger  snm  than  £10,000  for  that  purpose.  And 
that  led  him  to  rezoark  upon  the  speech  of 


Earl  Grey  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which  that 
nobleman  spoke  very  unfairly  of  the  unwilling- 
ness of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  to 
vote  sums  of  money  for  Native  purposes.  [The 
honourable  gentleman  read  an  extract  from  the 
noble  Earl's  speech,  and  said  that  it  would  be 
found,  from  a  return  for  which  he  had  given 
notice  to  move,  that,  since  1856,  the  colony 
had  contributed  above  £117,000  for  exclusively 
Native  purposes,  altogether  apart  from  the 
£300,000  that  had  been  paid  the  Natives  for 
land.  The  honourable  gentleman  also  read  an 
extrtict  from  the  Duke  of  Newcaatle's  speech, 
defending  the  colony  from  the  attack  of  Earl 
Grey,  and  again  adverted  to  the  plan  of  expen- 
diture as  sketched  by  the  Native  Minister, 
adding  that,  if  spent  in  the  manner  hinted  at, 
the  £10,000  might  as  well  be  thrown  away.  He 
also  alluded  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  on  the  want  of  con-, 
fidence  vote,  and  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  altogether  mistaken  as  to  the 
mode  of  treatment  to  be  adopted  with  the 
Maoris.]  He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  contended  that 
now  was  the  time  for  the  Government  to  meet 
Sir  George  Grey  with  a  plan  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  Native  race.  They  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared with  legislative  powers  to  take  action  on 
Sir  George  Grey's  arrival ;  for  it  would  not  do 
to  say  to  him,  when  he  asked  them  what  tiiey 
proposed,  that  the  Native  Secietaiy's  Depart- 
ment must  be  swept  away,  and  that  new 
machinery  must  be  constructed.  By  doing  so 
they  placed  a  temptation  in  his  hands  to  revert 
to  the  old  system  he  found  in  existence.  But, 
if  they  introduced  a  measure  giving  a  legal  con- 
stitution to  the  Native  runangas,  and  empower- 
ing the  establishment  of  tribunals  for  ascertain- 
ing the  territorial  titles  of  the  Natives,  they 
placed  in  Sir  George  Grey's  hands  those  powers 
on  which  all  plans  of  amelioration  must  be 
based  in  this  country.  He  had  expected  some 
such  plan,  if  not  from  the  Native  Minister,  at 
least  from  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WILSON  protested  against  the  calumny 
regarding  his  views  of  the  Maoris  that  had 
been  circulated  from  time  to  time  in  the  House. 
There  was  no  greater  friend  to  the  Natives  in 
the  House  than  himself ;  but  he  protested  against 
the  system  that  had  been  going  on  for  a  long 
time  in  this  country.  He  had  lately  been  in- 
vestigating a  case  in  which  the  Natives  sold  a 
gentleman,  Mr.  Busby,  forty  thousand  acres; 
but  the  Government  was  not  prepared  to  survey 
those  forty  thousand  acres  according  to  the 
limits  laid  down  in  the  deed  of  sale ;  and  that 
simply  had  the  some  effect  on  the  minds  of 
men  of  colour  as  if  it  were  said  to  them,  **  I  am 
afraid  of  you ;  cheat  me  as  mnoh  aa  you  like." 
He  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  more  friendly  to  the 
Natives  than  their  pseudo  friends.  Let  the 
Natives  show  that  they  were  willing  to  accept 
at  our  hands  those  measures  for  improvement 
that  might  be  deemed  rigiht,  and  he  would 
bring  to  their  aid,  in  considering  those  ques- 
tions, the  experience  of  many  years  in  a  country 
where  a  strong  Government,  after  thirty  years 
of  adverse  decisions  on  land  boundaries,  oaused 
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by  false  witnesees  in  CSonrts  of  jtutice,  had 
tackled  the  question  among  twenty-five  million 
of  Native  men,  and  settled  it  in  such  a  way 
that  no  civil  tribunal  could  now  be  misled  by 
the  statements  of  any  number  of  false  wit- 
nesses. That  experience  might  be  of  some  use, 
and  it  was  at  tneii  service ;  but  he  declined 
talking  on  this  subject  to  men  with  arms  in 
their  ^jids,  and  who  meditated  establishing  a 
separate  nationality. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  was  not  so  much  afraid 
of  the  veto  of  the  Governor  as  of  the  vis  inertia 
of  theiNative  Department ;  and  he  objected  to 
placing  large  sums  of  money  at  its  disposal 
under  the  Lisinds  Purchase  Departihent.  If  the 
Uuge  sum  of  £26,441  5s.  6d.,  which  altogether 
went  for  Native  purposes,  was  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Native  Secretary's  Department,  he 
thought  it  much  better  for  the  Government  to 
reconsider  the  whole  question  and  withdraw 
the  amount,  rather  than  to  put  such  power 
into  the  hands  of  irresponsible  people.  [The 
hanoniable  gentleman  then  adverted  to  the 
debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  New  Pro- 
vinces (New  Zealand)  Bill,  and  said  he  wished 
to  enter  a  public  protest  ageLinst  the  misrepre- 
aantation  -and  misconception  that  prevailed  at 
Home  in  high  quarters  with  regard  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand.]  He  was 
tiie  more  astonished  to  see  those  misrepresenta- 
tions coming  from  a  nobleman  of  high  rank 
and  unquestioned  ability,  and  who,  having  been 
Chief  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  was 
supposed  to  be  a  great  colonial  authority.  The 
statements  in  reference  to  the  want  of  sym- 
pathy by  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand  with 
the  Natives  were  entirely  at  variance  with  the 
truth.  They  had  been  represented  to  the  pub- 
lic of  Great  Britain  in  a  light  totally  differ- 
ent from  that  in  which  they  ought  to  appear ; 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  speech 
of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  not 
quite  so  conclusive  an  answer  as  should  have 
been  given  to  those  .misrepresentations.  If 
those  inconsiderate  statements  were  true,  what 
had  led  the  House  to  pass  the  Native  Coundil 
Bill,  which  had  been  with  the  Imperial  autho- 
rities for  months  past  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  Boyal  assent ;  what  had  been  the 
meaning  of  the  able  Ministers  of  the  colony 
writing  Home  for  so  many  yeais  statements  re- 
garding Native  affairs ;  and  what  had  been  the 
reason  of  the  House  voting,  from  time  to  time, 
the  very  large  sums  that  had  been  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  department  for  Native  pur- 
poses 7  What  was  the  meaning  of  this  vote  of 
£10,000,  if  Barl  Grey  was  correct  in  his  charge 
•gainst  the  colonists  and  General  Assembly  of 
New  Zealand  7  The  fact  was,  they  had  been 
misrepresented  and  placed  in  a  false  light  by 
the  noble  Earl,  who  could  not  be  supposed  to 
make  the  statements  to  which  he  heul  given 
ntteranoe  without  authority.  Who  had  been 
that  nobleman's  informants  he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert) 
did  not  know ;  but,  from  whatever  source  the 
information  emanated,  that  their  treatment  of 
the  Natives  had  not  been  considerate  and  free 
from  neglect,  he,  for  one,  would  not  tamely 
Submit  to  this  unjust  charge.  He  therefore 
Mr,  WiiMn 


publicly  entered  his  proteet  against  tiiose  im- 
putations, which  the  facts  entirely  dispiovsd. 
[The  honourable  gentleman  further  ref^ad  to 
the  liberality  always  shown  by  the  Home  oa 
votes  for  Native  purposes  being  taken,  and  the 
assurance  given  to  Ministers  last  session  thit 
any  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  Katives 
would  not  fall  throu^  for  want  of  means ;  and 
to  the  labours  of  the  Waikato  Committee  in 
the  same  direction,  as  conclusive  proof  thu 
Earl  Grey  must  have  been  altogether  mii- 
informed  of  the  facts.]  He  opposed  any  plu 
that  would  look  up  the  £10,000  from  the  haodi 
of  the  Governor  on  his  arrival,  and  decland 
his  conviction  that  it  was  the  want  of  {coiat 
medical  attendance  that  was  reducing  tb* 
numbers  of  the  Native  race  so  rapidly.  He 
therefore  approved  of  the  plan  for  imprsving 
the  condition  of  the  Natives  in  regard  to  medi- 
cal attendance. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  said  the  £1,500  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  Stewart  Island  and 
the  Chatham  Islands  ought  not  to  oome  in 
under  the  head  of  "  for  Native  purposes,"  bit 
should  be  voted  for  "land -jobbing."  Th* 
Natives  of  the  Northern  Island  had  been 
shamefully  neglected  for  the  last  twenty  ytao. 
Missionaries  had  been  discouraged,  boob  had 
not  been  circulated  among  the  Natives,  who 
had  lapsed  into  ignorance;  while  flour -millt 
were  built  where  they  were  not  wanted,  ud 
money  was  advanced  for  the  ptirchase  of  vesuli, 
thus  encouraging  the  Natives  to  get  into  debt. 

Mr.  WELD  Sjgreed  in  the  proprie^  of  thit 
vote,  and  that  it  should  be  expended  by  the 
Governor  in  Council.  The  Government,  hsfing 
expended  it,  would  then  be  answerable  to  the 
House  for  its  expenditure,  which  Sir  Oeoige 
Grey  could  not  be.  The  honourable  member 
for  Newton  had  indorsed  the  most  unfair  im- 
putation made  in  the  English  House,  that  tliii 
House  had  neglected  the  Natives  for  a  series  of 
years.  He  (Mr.  Weld)  was  not  in  the  Houte 
in  1856,  but  he  knew  that  in  that  year  the 
Governor  had  applied  for  larger  funds  for  Ns- 
tive  purposes,  which  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives  had  refused,  and  passed  a  resolution  stat- 
ing that,  if  it  were  necessary  for  the  pnrpcte 
of  averting  war,  they  would  vote  £1,000. 

Mr.  DILLON  BKLL  corroborated  the 
honourable  member's  statement.  He  hinuell 
had  opposed  the  vote,  and  said  that  it  was  no 
use  coming  to  the  House  for  sums  withoot  s 
specific  object  being  mentioned,  but  if  a  specifie 
object  was  proposed  the  House  would  vote  for 
any  amount. 

Mr.  WELD  said  £1,000  had  been  voted  but 
year  for  Native  chiefs,  but  he  had  refosad  to 
spend  the  money,  as  without  a  general  lystem 
no  good  would  be  done ;  and  he  was  glw  the 
Government  had  this  year — as  he  should  have 
done  had  he  remained  in  office — asked  (or  a 
sum  large  enongh  to  do  some  good.  Be  shonld 
have  thought  it  might  have  been  possible  to 
deal  with  one  or  two  questions  this  sesiion, 
such  as  the  establishment  of  a  Native  Land 
Title  Court,  and  taking  some  steps  for  indivi- 
dualization of  title.  In  the  runanga  question 
he  thought  legislation  was  not  necessary,  sod 
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b*  hoped  the  Native  Miniater  would  oonaider 
tfaftt  qneation,  espeoially  with  regard  to  the 
Bamwa  Ttihe.  Somethiiig  might  also  be  done 
in  assisting  the  Natives  to  make  roads,  than 
which  nothing  oould  be  more  oivilizing.  He 
lulled  the  Native  Minister  would  also  bear  in 
inmd  the  importance  of  agricultural  schools. 
He  thought  it  advisable  that  teaching  the 
KngKsh  language  in  Native  schools  should  be 
tBOoniaged  to  the  utmost.  No  good  could 
oome  bom.  the  plan  of  separation,  and  it  was, 
moreover,  impracticable.  With  reference  to 
Earl  Orey's  observations,  that  should  be  a 
warning  to  honourable  members  sitting  in  this 
House  as  to  the  course  they  took  towards  their 
political  opponents.  He  nptioed  a  passage  in 
Bad  Qrey's  speech  referring  to  a  pamphlet  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Qovemment,  whioh  they  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  see,  but  whioh  they  should  see  in  order  to 
disprove  the  natural  idea  that  the  x>i^°iphlet 
eontained  such  strictures  on  the  conduct  of  the 
author's  politioal  opponents  that,  there  being 
Bo  opportunity  to  risfute  them,  had  produced 
•Dimpieasicm 

Mr.  FOX. — The  pamphlet  has  been  circu- 
lated at  large  in  the  colony,  and  printed  at  full 
IsDgth  in  this  Ind^endent  newspaper  in  two  or 
three  successive  numbers. 

Mr.  WELD  was  glad  to  hear  it,  as  he  and 
others  had  not  yet  been  able  to  see  it ;  but  it 
was  a  pity  it  had  not  been  published  here  and 
in  Bngland  simultaneously.  He  hoped  when 
they  did  see  it  they  would  see  in  it  a  clear  proof 
that  it  was  not  from  that  that  Earl  Orey  had 
derived  his  notion  that  the  colony  was  unfit  for 
Besp(Hisible  Oovamment.  Speeches  made  in 
this  House  last  year,  if  taken  literally',  might 
have  hvouied  the  view  put  forward  by  Lord 
Orey  in  the  British  House,  especially  some 
of  tttose  of  the  late  honourable  member  for 
thi  Town  of  Ohristohurch  (Mr.  Be  well),  who 
was  always  saying  this  House  had  grossly  ne- 
glected the  duty  of  legislation.  He  would  not 
farther  detain  the  House,  but  he  would  men- 
tion that  he  oonourred  generally  in  the  views 
laid  down  by  the  Native  Minister. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  wished  to  make  a  few  more 
remarks  upon  what  had  been  said.  With 
reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honour- 
aUe  member  for  Wallace,  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  did 
not  think,  if  a  new  plaji  had  been  brought 
down,  that  there  would  have  been  time  to  go 
into  it  this  session.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
Natives  were  oombining  for  their  nationality ; 
he  denied  it.  They  had  never  had  any  such 
idea.  It  was  a  Enropeem  idea  foisted  upon 
them.  With  reference  to  the  runanga,  pro- 
perly osed  and  directed  it  might  be  an  in- 
strument of  very  great  good,  but  improperly 
directed  an  instrument  of  great  evil  to  Doth 
races.  Comparing  prraent  with  past  years  he 
did  not  Uiink  the  Natives  had  been  neglected. 
With  reference  to  medical  attendance,  proper 
medical  men  had  not  been  appointed  to  look 
•iter  the  Natives.  They  must  nave  men  who 
would  not  wait  till  the  Natives  came  to  them, 
but  would  travel  about  amongst  them  and  in- 
terest themselves  in  their  welfare. 


Mr.  J.  0.  BIOHMOND  supported  the  course 
taken  by  the  Native  Minister,  and  trusted  thia 
money  wpuld  be  spent  lor  permanent  purposes, 
and  not  as  hush-money  for  tiding  over  the- 
present  crisis.  He  also  trusted  the  Native 
Minister  would  not,  in  his  course  in  the  present 
crisis,  allow  his  judgment  to  be  coloured  by  any 
chivi^ns  notion  of  doing  justice  to  the  Na- 
tives for  wrongs  done  to  them  in  former  days. 

Mr.  DOMETT  desired  to  place  the  £10,000 
altogether  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Native  Secre- 
tary's Depeotment,  and  for  that  purpose  would 
move  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the 
House  considered  the  sum  of  £10,000,  voted 
for  Native  purposes  generally,  should  be  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  th» 
establishment  of  some  better  rules  for  the 
government  of  the  Natives,  smd  that  no  sum 
be  expended  without  an  order  from  the  Qo- 
vemor  in  Council.  He  referred  to  the  grants  Of 
land  already  made  by  the  Govehiment  for 
Native  purposes.  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  had  pro- 
cured a  block  of  two  thousand  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  Hawke's  Bay  to  be  set  apart  tot  the 
establishment  of  Native  schools  or  college, 
provided  the  Natives  gave  an  equal  acreage  as 
their  contribution.  As  usual  the  Natives  did  ■ 
not  fulfil  their  contract,  signifying  their  in- 
tention of  giving  about  half  of  that  quantity 
of  land,  and  nothing  had  been  done  in  the 
matter  from  that  day  to  this.  The  Bishop  of 
New  ZealeJid  had  received  the  land  in  trust 
from  Sif  George  Grey,  who  had  also  given  His 
Lordship  £100  rental  from  reserves  in  the 
Province  of  Nelson  for  the  establishment  of 
schools  for  the  Natives.  The  rental  had  since 
been  running  on,  and  certainly  no  efficient 
school  had  been  instituted.  He  might  also  men- 
tion that  by  the  deed  of  trust  of  the  Motu- 
eka  reserves  the  Poljmesians  were  included,  so 
that  the  income  derivable  from  the  Nelson  lands 
might  be  spent  in  the  Eijis.  That  showed 
how  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives 
had  hitiierto  been  managed  in  this  country. 
[The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  bymov- 
ing  the  followijig  resolution :  That  this  HooM 
considers  the  sum  of  £10,000  recommended  for 
Native  purposes  as  a  provision  towards  the 
expense  of  commencing  the  establishment  of  l^ 
regular  system  for  the  better  government  of 
the  Natives,  and  resolves  that  no  portion  of  the 
said  sum,  if  voted,  should  be  expended  without 
the  Older,  in  each  case,  of  the  Governor  in 
ConnoiL] 

Mr.  C.  W.  BIOHMOND  did  not  share  the 
disappointment  expressed  by  the  honourable 
members  for  Wallace  and  Nelson  City.  He 
had  never  expected  the  Native  Minister  would 
prodnoe  anywing  new.  The  House  knew  w^ 
enough  that  he  had  nothing  new  to  communi- 
cate,  alUkough  some  honourable  members  had 
indulged  in.  a  little  harmless  merriment  at  the 
Hon.  the  Native  Minister's  expense.  The  pre- 
sent Government  did  not  oome  in  on  Native 
policy,  for  a  large  majority  of  the  House  sup- 
ported the  late  Ministoy's  Native  policy.  The 
fact  was  they  were  all  agreed  in  this  House  as  to 
what  the  Native  policy  should  be.  He  agreed  in 
this  vote,  witti  the  modifications  proposed,  he- 
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caase,  though  members  were  all  agreed  as  to 
what  was  desirable,  they  could  not  see  how  much 
might  be  practicable  within  the  next  twelve 
months,  for  they  did  notknow  what  oonrse  Sir 

'  George  Grey  would  take,  and  it  was  their  duty 
to  concede  something  to  second  the  Imperial 
policy  as  expressed  by  him.  He  (Mr.  Bich- 
mond)  also  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  voting  it 
as  a  lump  sum,  leaving  the  Gkivemment  re- 
sponsible for  its  expenditure. 

Air.  FOX. — Sir,  Uie  honourable  memberneed 
BOt  apologize  for  having  amused  the  House,  as 
he  imagines  himself  to  have  done.  I  can 
assure  him  that  it  is  an  offence  of  which  the 
House  has  never  known  him  guilty ;  he,  of  all 
men  in  it,  contributes  the  least  to  its  amuse- 
ment, his  lectures  being  on  all  occasions  "  dry 
«s  the  remainder  biscuit  after  a  voyage."  The 
honourable  member  has  impugned  the  Native 
policy  of  the  Government  on  the  ground  of  its 

'  want  of  novelty.  The  Government  make  no 
pretensions  to  novelty.  We  are  content  to 
leave  "  startling  novelties  "  to  Ethiopian  sere- 
naders,  and  to  those  ingenious  gentlemen  who, 
'when  in  these  seats,  used  to  consume  endless 
reams  of  foolscap  in  inventing  paper  theories 
lor  the  enlightenment  of  the  Colonial  Office. 
We  have  had  during  the  last  five  years  startling 
novelties  enough.  The  New  Provinces  Act  was 
a  startling  novelty.  The  spending  by  the 
General  Government  of  £86,000  of  provincial 
balances  was  a  startling  novelty.  The  ab- 
straction of  the  land  sixths,  contrary  to  the 
great  compact  between  the  Northern  and 
Middle  Islands,  was  a  startling  novelty.  The 
Taranald  war  was  a  startling  novelty ;  and  a 
novelty  more  startling  than  all  the  rest  was  the 
Taranaki  peace.  The  present  Government 
desires  not  to  be  distinguished  by  any  such 
novelties  as  these.  It  will  content  itself  by 
standing  in  the  ancient  ways — by  walking  in 
the  beaten  paths  of  honesty,  justice,  and  com- 
mon-sense. If,  by  the  exercise  of  these,  it  can 
govern  the  oounti^  well,  and  contribute  to  the 
«stabli8hment  of  peace  and  prosperity,  we  shall 
be  content  to  leave  the  praise  of  novelty  to 
those  whose  ambitious  efforts  have  resulted  in 
misery,  in  war,  and  the  ruin  of  the  provinces. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
petended,  as  the  honourable  member  for  WaV- 
lace  had  done  on  a'  previous  occasion,  not  to 
know  what  the  policy  of  the  Government  is ; 
«nd  he  twitted  the  Native  Minister  because  he 
declined  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  policy 
■which  he  would  advise  Governor  Grey  to  adopt. 
These  honourable  gentlemen  impute  to  me 
inconsistency  because  I  formerly  found  fault 
with  Mr.  AfcLean  for  refusing  to  develop  a 
policy  which  he  asserted  he  had  in  his  mind, 
when  I  myself  now  pursue  the  same  course. 
There  is  no  analogy  Between  the  cases.  Mr. 
McLean,  at  the  time  referred  to,  had  praoti- 
-cally  been  governing  the  Natives  for  six  years 
— ^years  of  profound  peace — ^with  a  Glovemor 
prepared  to  adopt  all  his  views  and  support  him 
m  all  his  plans.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
■bad  enunciated  no  system,  had  propounded  no 
-iheory,  had  never  acted  on  any  principle. 
Where  is  the  similarity  between  his  position 
Jfr.  C.  W.  Btchmond 


and  onrs  at  the  present  moment  ?  We,  who 
took  office  some  six  weeks  ago,  who  are  daily 
expecting  the  arrival  of  a  new  Governor,  and 
looking  for  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vemment  at  Home  on  the  Native  (>>nncil  Act 
of  last  session.  It  would  be  a  strong  proof  of 
incapacity  in  us  to  propose  the  detuls  of  t, 
scheme,  as  it  was  proof  of  Mr.  McLean's  in- 
capacity not  to  have  done  it  daring  the  Umg 
years  of  his  unchecked  exercise  of  power.  Bat, 
though  we  decline  to  enter  upon  details,  then 
is  no  doubt  about  our  principles.  Those  «a 
have  once  and  again  stated  to  the  House,  tnd 
no  candid  man  will  pretend  to  assert  that  be 
does  not  know  what  they  are.  But,  after  tba 
speeches  of  the  members  referred  to,  I  shall  be 
pardoned  if  I  repeat  those  principles,  and  again 
mipress  them  on  the  mind  of  the  House.  THu 
first  great  principle  on  which  we  base  oor 
policy  is  this  :  that  the  Maoris  are  men  of  like 
passions  and  feelings,  and  to  be  acted  on  by 
the  same  motives,  as  ourselves.  It  may  seem 
strange  to  be  standing  up  to  assert  that  th* 
Maoris  are  men.  But  it  is  necessary  to  assert 
it ;  for  the  theory  of  the  Native  Office  and  its 
practice  have  been  to  treat  them,  not  as  men, 
but  as  spoiled  children.  It  is  necessary  alio  to 
assert  that  they  are  of  like  passions  and  to  bs 
operated  on  by  like  motives  as  ourselves ;  for 
there  are  those  in  this  House  and  out  of  it  who 
see  in  the  dark  skins  of  the  Natives  a  wamat 
for  dealing  with  them  on  principles  different 
altogether  from  those  on  which  we  should  ded 
with  each  other.  The  honourable  member  (or 
Ohristchuroh  has  his  theory  of  Asiatic  ongis, 
and  finds  followers  who  believe  with  him  that, 
because  the  New  Zealander  came  from  Asia,  he 
must  be  governed  differently  from  the  Saioo 
race.  Never  was  there  a  more  transparent  hl- 
lacy.  The  honourable  member  for  Christobniob 
is  himself  of  Asiatic  origin.  His  grandaires  had 
a  "  dark  skin  "  when  they  wsbUced  out  of  the 
Ark  on  Mount  Ararat.  If,  by  the  lapse  of  a  lew 
thousand  years,  the  honourable  member  hai 
cast  his  skm,  got  rid  of  his  Asiatic  character- 
istics, and  advanced  in  the  scale  of  civilitaftsi 
till  he  has  become  a  respectable  Caledaoian, 
why  may  not  the  thousand  years  or  npwaidi 
during  which  the  New  Zealanders  have  been 
absent  from  Asia  have  worked  a  like  change  in 
them  ?  It  has ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aaj 
that,  of  all  the  races  on  the  face  of  the  eartii, 
there  is  none  which  comes  so  near  the  An^ 
Saxon  in  temperament,  in  mental  c^noity, 
and  in  habit  of  thongfat.  This,  then,  is  the 
first  principle  on  which  our  policy  is  bated: 
that  the  Maori  is  a  man  of  like  passions  and 
feelings,  and  to  be  governed  by  an  appeal  to  tit 
same  motives,  as  ourselves.  The  next  prinoipls 
we  take  for  our  guide  is  this :  that  tiie  gnat 
national  movement  which  has  been  seething  is 
the  Native  mind  for  years  past  is  not,  as  \b» 
Duke  of  Newcastle  has  been  taught  to  think  it, 
based  on  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  British  rule  and 
British  civilization,  but  we  recognize  in  it  the 
desire  of  the  Native  race  for  self-elevatioD. 
We  see  in  it  an  earnest  longing  for  law  and 
order,  and  an  attempt — not  feeble  or  ill-diieoted 
had  it  only  been  enoooraged  and  guided— 1» 
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liso  to  a  social  equality  with  us.     This  is  the 
decision  at  which  the  Waikato  Committee  of 
last  session  anived.    We  regard  it  not  as  a 
mere  transitory  agitation,  but  as  proceeding 
from  Bonrces  deeply  seated,  and  likely  to  be  of 
a  permanent  and  growing  character.     If  there 
be  a  wholesome  sign  in  the  condition  of  the 
Maori  race — one  feasktore  which  would  lead  us 
to  hope  that  we  may  rescue  it  from  destruction, 
it  is  to  be  found  in  this  great  movement  of  the 
national  mind — a  movement  as  remarkable  as 
any  in  history.     We  desire  not  to  put  down  this 
movement,  bat  to  separate  what  is  good  in  it 
from  what  is  bad — to  guide  it,  to  develop  it,  to 
aid  it,  to  avail  ourselves  of  it  as  the  fulcrum  by 
which  we  may  elevate  the  race  to  the  higher 
levels  of  civilization,  and  create  among  them 
the  machinery  of  local  self-government.    Here- 
in out  policy  difiers  altogether  from  that  of 
those  who  see  in  this  movement  nothing  but 
disaffection    to    British   authority,    and    who 
would  crush  it  by  force  or  suffer  it  to  wither 
and  die  by  "  supreme  indifference  and  neglect." 
A  third  principle  on  which  we  would  act  is 
this:  to  use  the  Natives  in  working  out  the 
problem.    Without  this  we  can  hope  for  no 
success.     To  impose  laws  upon  them,  to  give 
them  piles  of  statutes,  to  enact  Territorial  Dis- 
tricts Bills  or  Mixed  Settlements  Bills :  nothing 
will  come  of  that.      We  must  engage  them  in 
the  work  themselves,  and  let  it  proceed  from 
them.    To  this  end  we  look  to  the  runanga,  or 
a  Native  council,  as  the  pmnt  d'appui  to  which 
to  attach  the  machinery  of  self-government, 
and  by  which  to  connect  them  with  our  own  in- 
stitutions.    The  Native  Office  shuddors  at  the 
rananga,  and  sees  nothing  but  evil  in  it.     We 
see  nothing  but  good,  provided,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  says,  wo  make  the 
proper  use  of  it.    The  runanga  contains  the 
elements  of  local  self-government  in  itself — it 
is  the  parliament,  the  municipal  council,  the 
sobstitate  for  the  Press ;  and  by  its  machinery 
the  Native  mind  can  be  stirred  in  a  few  days 
from  end  to  end  of  the  Islemd.    We  have  no 
choice  but  to  use  it ;  it  exists  as  a  fact ;  it  is 
part  of  the  very  existence  of  the  Maori ;  we 
can  no  more  put  it  dovm  than  we  can  stay  the 
advancing  waves  of  the  rising  tide  ;  and,  if  we 
do  not  use  it  for  good  purposes,  it  will  assur- 
edly be  used  against  us  for  bad.     These,  then, 
are  the  three  great  principles  of  our  policy ;  to 
treat  the  Maoris  as  men,  as  men  of  like  feelings 
with  ourselves ;  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  great 
movement  of  the  national  mind  as  one  which 
has  law  and  order  for  its  objects ;   and  to  en- 
courage  the  runanga  under  legal  sanctions. 
But  this  is  not  all.    Wo  are  convinced  that  the 
foundation  of  our  present  unsatisfactory  rela- 
tions with  the  Natives  is  the  suspicion  which 
exists  in  their  minds  that  we  desire  to  take 
their  lands.     This  suspicion  must  be  removed 
at  any  cost ;   and  we  propose,  as  the  first  step 
towards  its  removal,  to  stop  all  purchasing  of 
lands  till  some  equitable  system  shall  have 
been  agreed  on  between  us.    There  must  be  no 
more  of  what  the   Maoris  call  this  "  teasing  " 
about  land — this  sending  up  and  down  the 
eountry  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Land 


Purchase  Department  to  worry  the  Natives  into 
sales — men  many  of  them  utterly  unfit  for  the 
offices  they  fill,  and  whose  conduct  is  such  as 
to  degrade  the  Qovemment  and  overwhelm  it 
with  contempt  in  the  Native  eye.  But  when 
we  shall  have  settled  some  equitable  system, 
then,  as  Benata  says,  there  will  bo  no  difficulty 
about  selling  land ;  the  Natives  who  vrish  to  - 
sell  will  sell,  and  no  one  meddle  with  them. 
But,  besides  this,  we  must  absolutely  separate 
the  land-purchasing  function  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  its  political  functions.  Never  was 
there  a  greater  mistake  than  the  union  of  those 
fiinctions.  The  object,  no  doubt,  was  to  en- 
able the  Native  Secretary  to  obtain  political 
influence  by  the  expenditure  of  the  large  sums 
which  passed  through  his  hands  as  Land  Pur- 
chs«e  Commissioner,  and  which  has  been 
recklessly  spent  under  the  name  of  "  ground- 
bait,"  and  as  instalments  on  imaginary  pur- 
chases. The  result  is  that,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Natives,  the  Governor  has  become  a  gigantic 
land-broker,  and  every  attempt  to  improve 
their  condition  is  tainted  in  their  eyes  with  the 
desire  to  take  their  lands.  This  House  last 
session  denounced  the  fusion  of  the  two  offices ; 
they  have,  nominally,  at  all  events,  now  been, 
separated ;  and  it  is  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government  to  keep  them  so.  Another 
object  which  the  Government  hopes  to  securo 
is  the  abolition  of  that  temple  of  mystery  the 
Native  Secretary's  Department.  This  will 
probably  be  effected  by  the  sanction  of  the 
Home  Government  being  given  to  the  Native 
Council  Act,  which,  whatever  other  defects  it 
may  possess,  at  least  has  this  great  feature — 
that  it  will  sweep  away  the  present  Native 
SecretsLry's  Office.  To  that  office  and  its  mys- 
teries I  attribute  nearly  all  the  evils  of  the 
present  crisis ;  to  its  active  powers  of  mischief 
and  passive  powers  of  obstniction,  its  secrecy 
and  its  vis  inertia,  I  trace  most  of  the  calami- 
ties of  this  hour.  These,  then,  are  the  leading 
principles  of  our  policy.  I  decline  to  go  into 
details  ;  and  in  doing  so  I  feel  that  I  have  the 
tacit  but  general  concurrence  of  this  House. 
On  us  will  rest  the  responsibility  of  laying  these 
principles  before  Governor  Grey,  and  of  aiding 
him  in  carrying  them  into  effect ;  and  this 
House  will,  I  know,  give  the  Government  credit 
for  the  sincere  determination  cordially  and  ear- 
nestly to  assist  him  in  the  great  work  which  ho 
has  before  him. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  he  did  not 
regret  the  course  he  had  taken  if  it  had  been 
the  means  of  eliciting  this  statement  from  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  the  House  would  have  preferred  to 
have  hcdjd  it  from  the  Native  Minister.  But 
the  honourable  member  had  somowhat  mis- 
understood his  (Mr.  Bell's)  remarks.  He  had 
mentioned  two  things  respecting  which  every- 
body was  agreed — the  runanga  and  th6  tribunal 
for  settling  Native  titles.  The  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  had  said  no  legislation  was 
necessary  on  the  first  of  these ;  but  it  was 
necessary.  He  agreed  with  almost  everything 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  hod 
said  about  the  tribunad,  but  &ey  ooold  not  do 
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what  they  proposed  without  the  anthoiity  of 
law.  The  nght  coarse  would  have  been  for  the 
Honse  to  legislate  on  these  two  points,  and 
place  in  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  that  aathority  with- 
out which  he  could  not  move,  but  armed  with 
which  the  Native  conference  this  year  might 
have  been  properly  met,  with  action  instead  of 
merely  proposition  after  proposition.  It  would 
not  have  taken  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  two  hours  to  have  prepared  the 
necessary  legislation  on  these  two  points.  De- 
tails he  had  not  asked,  but  simply  the  power  to 
carry  out  some  plan.  The  conference  would 
be  utterly  wasted.  At  the  last  conference  the 
Katives  received  the  messages  relating  to  indi- 
vidualization ot  title  vriththe  greatest  interest, 
and  went  home  to  consider  that  question  with 
the  distinct  understanding  that  in  the  confer- 
ence this  year  some  means  would  be  established 
by  which  their  territorial  rights  would  be  de- 
fined and  provided  for. 

Mr.  FIRTH  said  he  agreed  rather  with  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment than  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  colony  to 
see  the  Native  question  fairly  met ;  and,  if  that 
could  be  done,  they  were  prepared  to  give  carte 
blanche  to  Sir  George  Grey  and  to  the  oocn- 
pantB  of  the  Ministerial  seats.  They  expected 
Ministers  to  second  Sir  George  Grey  in  every 
possible  manner,  so  long  as  they  found  he  was 
not  going  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. They  expected  there  should  be  no  falsely 
healing-np  of  old  sores.  The  Government  had 
been  placed  in  unfortunate  circumstances  with 
the  Natives,  but  this  country  had  not  been 
nnjust  to  them  or  even  ungenerous.  The 
House  would  expect  Ministers  to  give  the  in- 
•ooming  Governor  their  advice,  but  not  to  forget 
that  this  was,  after  all,  an  Imperial  matter. 
They  should  say  to  the  Governor,  "  So  long  as 
yon  settle  this  question  in  a  proper  manner  we 
are  prepared  to  hand  you  the  money  necessary ;" 
and,  though  they  should  exceed  their  powers, 
and  if  they  put  the  matter  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
settled,  the  House  would  grant  any  indemnity, 
only  understanding  that  the  colony  should  not 
be  sacrificed.  If  Sir  George  Grey,  or  any  one 
'else,  would  swallow  the  camel,  the  House 
would  not  strain  at  the  gnat  of  the  expense. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  by  the  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, temporarily  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Domett's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stafford's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Original  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  the  following 
additional  items  were  then  considered : — 

Class  I. 

Colonial  Secretary's,  Department  —  Extra 
clerk,  £20. 

Attorney-General's  Department — Messenger, 
£10. 

It  was  resolved,  That  an  additioncJ  sum  not 
exceeding  £80  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  clubrges  of  the  above- 
mentioned  services. 

Ur.DiOonBtU 


culbs  n. 

Legislative  Council — Clerk,  £50. 

House  of  Representatives — Second  *™'^'rt 
Clerk,  £200 ;  Library,  £100 ;  third  meaunget, 
£50 ;  extra  clerical  assistance,  £50. 

It  was  resolved.  That  an  additional  sun  not 
exceeding  £450  be  granted  to  Hor  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  above- 
mentioned  services. 

Class  ni. 

Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  Onehmigk, 
forage,  £54  ISs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved,  as  an  amad- 
ment.  That  the  last-mentioned  item  be  omitted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

It  was  resolved.  That  an  additional  sum  not 
exceeding  £2,345  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  charges  under  Clasi  in. 

Class  IV. 
It  was  resolved.  That  an  additional  torn  dm 
exceeding  £5,200  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  charges  under  Clan  IV. 

Class  V. — Cnsioiis. 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  in  the  absence  of  the  honont- 
able  member  for  Auckland  City  B^t,  nxned 
the  following  resolution :  That  a  respectful 
addross  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  praying  him  to  cause  the  som  of 
£10,000  to  be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  a  customhouse  and  Queen's  vsn- 
house  at  the  Port  of  Auckland.  [The  honoai- 
able  member  said  it  was  acknowledged  bf 
every  one  that  the  Auckland  Customhouse  «w 
too  small  for  the  amount  of  business  tout- 
acted  there.  The  Customs  duties  were  rapidl; 
increasing,  Auckland's  three-eighths  last  yest 
being  about  £22,800,  while  this  year  they  nonU 
be  above  £33,000 ;  and,  as  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing would  probably  be  spread  over  two  years, 
the  actual  sum  required  m  one  year  wonld  n^ 
be  missed  from  the  sum  handed  over  to  the  pro- 
vince. The  erection  of  a  Queen's  warehouse 
would  cause  a  saving  in  the  expenditure,  u 
fewer  ofBcers  would  be  required  to  collect  the 
revenue.  A  site  was  prepared  for  the  boildiog, 
and  the  valuable  site  of  the  present  one  wouS 
be  handed  over  to  the  provincial  authorities.] 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said  the  honouiaUe 
member  for  the  Northern  Division  had  nude 
a  mistake ;  the  site  for  this  building  was  not 
settled,  nor  could  be  till  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Provincial  Council.  The  present  vote  »is 
therefore  premasure.  He  quite  agreed  that  a 
substantial  customhouse  was  required  in  Auck- 
land, but  £10,000  would  be  a  serious  inroad  on 
the  provincial  revenues  in  one  year ;  and  though 
the  expenditure  might  extend  over  two  yean, 
the  amount,  if  voted  now,  would  have  to  be 
withheld  from  the  first  year's  revenue.  H» 
suggested  that  the  matter  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  over  till  next  session ;  in  the  meantime 
the  Provincial  Council  would  consider  it,  tai 
their  mind  upon  it  might  be  placed  before  the 
Assembly. 

Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  agreed  that  £10,000 
would  be  too  much  to  take  from  a  single  yen'* 
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levenue,  and  saggested  that,  as  the  expenditure 
was  to  extend  over  two  yeais,  the  mover  should 
take  a  vote  on  the  c\irrent  year's  estimates  of 
only  £5,000.  He  did  not  see  any  necessity 
for  postponing  it  altogether  till  next  session. 
Though  the  expenditure  would  not  take  place 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Provincial  Ck>unoil, 
it  might  be  desirable  that  the  Government 
should  be  provided  beforehand  with  the  funds. 

Mr.  O'NEIUj  accepted  the  proposition  to 
ledace  the  vote  to  £5,000. 

Mr.  WOOD  had  no  doubt  that  a  proper 
Queen's  warehouse  and  customhoase  would 
materially  reduce  the  collecting  expenditure  in 
Auckland  and  in  other  provinces  also.  One  of 
the  principal  reasons  why  the  Customs  expen- 
diture was  so  great  was  that  there  was  no 
aocommodation  of  any  kind  for  goods,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  license  so  many  bonded 
warehouses  requiring  a  large  establishment  of 
lockers  and  attendants.  He  therefore  thought 
it  desirable  to  vote  a  sum  for  this  purpose  :  and 
as  to  site,  there  should  be  a  distinct  under- 
standing tjiat  the  General  Government  would 
not  take  any  active  step  in  this  matter  till 
the  Provincial  Council  heui  permanently  settled 
the  question  of  site.  With  that  imdeistanding 
he  supported  the  vote. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  had  no  objection  to  the 
raoposition  of  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  if  there  was  also  this  understanding : 
that  the  provincial  authorities  should  be  in- 
trusted to  carry  out  the  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs.  That 
plan  had  been  carried  out  in  other  provinces, 
and  should  not  be  departed  from  here  merely 
because  the  General  Government  was  on  the 
spot. 

After  some  farther  discussion,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Biohmond's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

It  was  resolved.  That  an  additional  sum  not 
exceeding  £488  15s.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  costs  and  charges  under  Class  V. 

Class  VI. — Postal. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  land,  Taronaki  and 
Wanganui,  £350. 

Dr.  MONBO  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency,  requesting  him  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  make  provision  to  the 
amount  of  £500  for  the  carriage  by  sea  of  the 
mails  of  the  Province  of  Marlborough. 

Debate  ensued. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

It  was  resolved.  That  an  additional  sum  not 
exceeding  £350  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  costs  and  charges  under  Class  VI. 

Class  VII. 

Militia  and  Volunteers. 

Mr.  MASON  moved.  That  the  following  re- 
solution be  recominended  to  the  House  for 
adoption  :  That,  to  encourage  rifle-practice,  it 
is  desirable  the  competitors  should  contend  as 
far.  as  possible  on  equal  terms ;  this  can  only  be 
done  by  confining  them  to  one  description  of 
.arm ;  to  encourage  practice,  ammunition  should 


be  issued  to  each  Militiaman  and  Volunteer 
who  may  wish  to  compete  free  of  cost ;  it  is 
desirable  that  stated  days  should  be  appoiuted, 
under  proper  supervision,  for  practice ;  persons 
intendmg  to  com^te  should  be  allowed  to 
purchase  ammunition  for  private  practice,  but 
the  ammunition  supplied  free  of  cost  should  be 
served  to  intending  competitors  on  the  practice 
ground  by  the  person  appointed  to  register  the 
result  of  each  day's  practice,  a  copy  of  which 
should  be  forwarded  monthly  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  district,  and  from  him  to  the 
Deputy-Adjutant  General  of  Militia.  Prizes 
should  be  numerous,  and  not  large,  to  induce 
competition ;  and  it  may  be  desirable  to  divide 
the  rifle-shots  into  classes,  to  give  six  prizes  for 
the  six  best  shots  above  18  points,  six  prizes 
for  the  best  scores  above  14  points,  and  six 
prizes  for  the  best  scores  above  11  points.  This 
will  establish  three  classes  of  marksmen,  say — 
First  prize — first  class,  JB50 ;  second  class,  £20 ; 
third  class,  £10.  Second  prize — first  class, 
£35  ;  second  class,  £17  10s. ;  third  class,  £7  10s. 
Third  prize  —  first  class,  £30;  second  class, 
£17  10s. ;  third  class,  £7.  Fourth  prize— first 
class,  £25 ;  second  class,  £16 ;  third  class,  £6. 
Fifth  prize — first  class,  £25 ;  second  class,  £16 ; 
third  class,  £3.  Sixth  prize — first  class,  £22 10s. ; 
second  class,  £12  ;  third  class,  £3 :  totals — first 
class,  £187  lOs. ;  second  class,  £97  ;  third  class, 
£35  lOs.j  total  amount,  £320.  Position :  Any 
position  without  artiflcicLl  rest.  Bange  :  There 
shall  be  three  ranges — Bange  A,  300  yards ; 
range  B,  500  yards ;  range  C,  600  yards :  five 
shots  to  be  fired  at  each  range.  Size  of  target : 
Bange  A,  6ft.  by  4ft.,  8in.  bull's-eye,  2ft.  centre ; 
range  B,  6ft.  by  6ft.,  with  2ft.  centre  ;  range  C, 
6ft.  by  6ft.,  with  2ft.  centre.  Score :  Bull's- 
eye  to  score  3,  centre  2,  outside  1. 

Debate  ensued. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAEFOBD,  it  was 
resolved.  That  the  sum  of  £400  be  appropriated 
for  prizes  for  best  shots  with  arms  supplied  by 
the  Government,  in  not  less  than  twenty  prizes, 
the  first  and  second  prizes  to  go  to  thd  first 
and  second  best  shots  in  the  colony,  and  the 
remaining  prizes  to  be  allocated  by  the  Govern- 
ment under  such  regulations  as  they  majr  think 
fit,  consideration  being  given  to  the  principle' 
of  the  resolution  moved  in  Supply  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Pensioner  Settle- 
ments, and  especially  having  reference  to  the 
equality  of  the  terms  of  competition ;  and  that 
an  address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency,  re- 
questing him  to  recommend  a  further  sum  of 
£80  for  the  above  purpose. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  Taranaki 
Militia  and  Volunteers  are  entitled  to  back  pay 
between  the  3rd  November,  1860,  and  1st 
March,  1861,  so  as  to  make  up  their  pay  dur- 
ing that  period  to  28.  6d.  per  diem  in  all  for 
privates,  and  3s.  and  3s.  6d.  for  non-commis- 
sioned officers.  [The  honourable  member  again 
described  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the 
Taranaki  Militia  while  on  active  duty  ni^ht 
and  day,  and  the^  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  had  throughout  conducted  themselves 
under  these  trying  circumstances  of  loss  o£. 
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property  and  risk  of  their  lives.]  The  sum  of 
£8,600  was  pat  down  to  hand  to  them  their 
bock  pay — in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  last  session — to  2s.  6d.  per  day. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Government  would 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  would  be 
a  matterfor  subsequent  readjustment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved,  That  the  following 
resolution  be  recommended  to  the  House  for 
adoption :  That  an  address  be  presented  to 
the  Governor,  requesting  His  Excellency  to 
cause  the  sum  of  £200  to  be  placed  on  the  esti- 
mates for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Wanganui  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Motion  negatived.  - 

It  was  resolved.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£8,031  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
costs  and  charges  under  Class  VII. 

Cuss  IX. 

Miscellaneous. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  the 
following  resolution  be  recommended  to  the 
House  for  adoption :  That  a  respectful  address 
be  presented  to  His  Excellency,  praying  him  to 
recommend  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,500 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  extra  expense  of 
the  boating  service  at  New  Plymouth  con- 
sequent on  the  military  operations  \Yithin  the 
Province  of  Taranaki. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, amended  his  motion  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  appropriated,"  in  the  second  line,  the 
following  words :  "  as  an  advemce,  subject  to 
future  adjustment  between  the  Imperial  and 
Colonial  Governments." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Pire-proof  store,  £500. 

Mr.  RUSSELIj  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Kxcelloncy, 
praying  that  a  sum  of  £2,500  be  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  part  of  a 
building  for  permanent  offices  of  the  General 
Government. 

Debate  ensued. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  item  agreed  to. 

Compensation  to  occupants  in  Featherston 
Block,  £217  lOs. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  following  words  be  added :  "  to 
be  charged  locally." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

It  was  resolved.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£3,142  lOs.  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray 
the  costs  and  charges  of  the  above-mentioned 
miscellaneous  services. 

Governor's  Message  No.  13  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

It  was  resolved,  That  a  snm  not  exceeding 
£200  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  a  beacon 
on  the  reef  of  the  French  Pass,  in  the  Province 
«f  Nelson. 

Mi.  CNEHili  moved,  That  £50  be  added 
Mr,  Atkinton 


to  the  salary  of  the  Resident  Magtstiate,  Aoet- 
land.  [The  honourable  member  supported 
this  motion  on  the  ground  that  the  office- 
holder was  a  very  old  servant  under  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  his  duties  were  excesiTe.' 

Mr.  FOX  opposed  the  motion,  first.  ^ 
cause  it  would  create  dissatisfaction  in  the 
minds  of  other  officers  whi>  had  been  quite  at 
long  under  the  Government,  who  performed 
their  duties  satisfactorily,  and  whose  s^uiet 
were  much  under  £600.  In  the  second  pUce, 
the  financial  state  of  the  colony  did  not  justify 
such  increase. 

Motion  negatived. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  st 
again. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendments  made  by  this  House  in  tiu 
Survey  Correction  Bill ;  and  that  Hr.  Fitzhei- 
bert,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  C.  3.  Taylor  be  Ma- 
nagers of  such  Conference  on  the  part  of  thit 
House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-post  elerea 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednetday,  4th  September,  1861. 

SuspenBion  of  Standing  Orders  —  Diseased  atth 
Bill  — Election  of  Superintendents  —  Ancklud 
Immigration  Certi&oate  Act  18S6  Amendment 
Bill— Parliamentary  Coets  Taxation  Bill— P«»- 
sioners'  Claims  Bill  —  Protection  of  Camii 
Animals  Bill  —  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill- 
Amendments  by  House  of  Bapieeentatint— 
First  Beading. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEW£LL.is 
was  agreed.  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  «is- 
pended  for  this  day,  with  a   view  to  passing 
Bills  through  all  their  stages. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments  nsde 
by  the  Council  in  the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill,  that 
the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend  cer- 
tain amendments. 

Report  E^opted  by  the  Council. 

•  ELECTION  OP  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved.  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  system  of  sp- 
pointmg  Superintendents  of  provinces  by  elec- 
tion is  attended  by  grave  inconveniences,  and 
is  inconsistent  with  the  proper  working  of  Go- 
vernment. That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the  Govenun. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE ACT  1858  AMENDMENT  BILlL. 
The  Aackland  Iniinigration  Certificate  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill  was  recommitted,  further 
considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  Coun- 
cil with  amendments,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PABLUMENTARY  COSTS  TAXATION 
BHili. 

The  Parliamentary  Costs  Taxation  Bill  was 
lead  a  first  time  and  pe^ssed  through  all  its 
sabaeqnent  stages  without  amendment. 

PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
held  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
sohject  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Coon- 
cil  in  the  Pensioners'  Claims  Bill ;  and  that 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tanored, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Watts  Rossell,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Sewell  be  managers  thereof  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

It  was  gobseqaently  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
certain  amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
held  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
rabject  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  Protection  of  Certain  AnimaU  Bill ; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Tancred,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  be  the 
Managers  thereof  on  behalf  of  this  Council. 

It  was  snbseqnently  reported  that  the  Com- 
mitted of  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
certain  amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Coonoil. 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINTJANCE  BILL. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  His  Excellency 
the  Oovemor  in  the  Arms  Act  Continuance 
Bill,  and  transmitted  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  adopted  by  the  Council. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  HOUSE  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  following  Bills  were 
read  and  agreed  to  by  the  ConncU  :  Auckland 
Immigration  Certificate  Act  1868  Amendment 
Bill,  Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill. 

FIRST  READING. 
Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  one  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVES. 
Wednetday,  4th  September,  1861. 


Annii  Act  Cmitinaanoe  B(U-Dlseaaed  Cattle  BUI— 
Naave  War— Petition  of  A.  B.  Abraham— Suspon. 
uon  of  Btandiog'Ordsm— Protection  and  Ocnn. 
1861-T 


pensatlon  of  Bettlen  —  Native  Expendltnre  — 
Parliamentary  Costs  Taxation  Bill— Aackland 
ImmisratioD  CertiUcate  Act  1858  Amendment 
Bill— Pensioners'  Claims  Bill— Protection  of  Cer- 
tain Animals  Bill— Land  Begiatry  Amendment 
Bill— OIBoUl  Administrators  BiU—CivU  Service 
Amendment  Bill— Amendments  by  Legislative 
Cenncil— Supply— Second  Beading. 

Mr.  Spkakkb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbayxbs. 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
An  amendment  proposed  by  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  in  the  Xnaa  Act  Continuance  Bill 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

DISEASED  CATTLE  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Coimoil  in  the  Diseased  Cattle  Bill,  that 
the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend  cer- 
tain amendments  for  adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

NATIVE  WAR. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  Referring  to  the  question  given  notice 
of  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  remarked  that  no 
reference  was  made  to  any  place  whore  the 
statements  referred  to  appeared,  nor  to  any 
means  which  any  honourable  member  might 
have  of  checking  the  question ;  and,  from  the 
form  in  which  the  question  was  put,  the  House 
was  precluded  from  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  questions,  which  were  such  as  would 
naturally  arise  in  debate.  The  Native  tlinister 
could  not,  in  fairness  to  the  House,  anticipate 
the  debate  which  would  certainly  arise  by 
giving  the  opinion  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
reliability  of  these  statements.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  question  appeared  on 
the  Journals  of  the  House,  but  the  answer  did 
not. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  it  was  competent  for 
the  honourable  member  to  move  that  the 
answer  be  inserted  in  the  Journals. 

Mr.  CARLETON  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  following 
Native  statements  in  regard  to  the  Waitara 
dispute :  That  the  first  pa,  near  the  road,  which 
was  evacuated  on-the  arrival  of  the  troops,  was 
built  on  the  owner's  land  by  himself,  merely  to 
assert  his  claim ;  that  the  L  pa  was  built  on 
Fatukakariki's  own  land ;  that  William  King 
sent  seven  letters  to  the  Governor  (x>ossibly 
Government)  about  his  claim  before  hostilities 
commenced ;  that  Teira's  published  pedigree 
was  a  forgery,  and  that  its  author  is  not  forth- 
coming ;  that  William  King  never  did  admit 
that  the  land  was  Teira's,  and  that,  on  the 
occasion  when  he  is  stated  to  have  made  that 
admission,  Mr.  Whiteley  interrupted  the  pro- 
ceedings by  offering  up  a  prayer  to  the  effect 
that,  as  the  pakehas  were  very  numerous,  and 
had  been  providentially  brou^t  to  New  Zea- 
land, BO  Kmg's  heart  mit^t  be  softened  to  sell 
the  land  iot  theii  use  ?    The  honourable  mem- 
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bet  said  these  vrere  no  mere  gossiping  reports, 
but  were  based  on  legpectable  Native  aatbority 
— namely,  on  the  authority  o£  Bitatona,  who 
was  with  King  dnring  the  greater  part  of  the 
war.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  desired  to  obserre  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  supposition  that  seven 
letters  ever  Jiad  actually  reached  His  Excel- 
lency. There  was  a  possibility  of  misoarriage, 
or  in  Native  opinion  letters  addressed  to  officials 
might  be  considered  sent  to  the  Government. 
He  could  not  expect  definite  information  at  so 
short  a  notice,  but  such  as  the  Government 
could  give  would  be  thankfully  received. 

Mr.  MANTELL  replied  that,  with  regard  to 
these  Native  statements,  he  had  not  been  able 
to  hear  anything  about  any  of  them  from  any 
other  source  than  from  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands.  He  could,  however, 
answer  two  of  them  now.  With  regard  to  the 
seven  letters,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
register  he  had  ascertained  that  only  one  letter 
had  been  received  from  William  King.  Re- 
garding Teira's  published  pedigree,  he  was  in- 
formed that  it  was  no  forgery,  but  was  taken 
down  at  a  public  meeting  of  Natives,  and  the 
author  was  forthcoming  at  any  time.  With 
regard  to  the  rest  of  these  Native  statements, 
eo  short  a  time  had  elapsed  since  the  notice  was 
given  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  positively 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  them ;  for, 
if  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  with  his  known  caution,  placed  reli- 
ance on  thorn,  then  reliance  had  been  placed 
on  them. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  Native 
Minister's  reply  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  necessary  that 
the  House  should  agree  what  the  answer  was. 
Perhaps  the  honourable  member  would  assist 
the  Clerk  in  framing  it. 

Mr.  CARLETON  asked  if  the  one  letter  re- 
ferred to  had  been  laid  b.efore  the  House. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  was  informed  it 
had. 

Mr.  MANTELL  put  it  to  the  Speaker  whe- 
ther the  answer  first  placed  on  the  Journals  of 
the  House  should'  not  be  one  containing  more 
important  information  than  this  did. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  did  not  consider 
this  an  imimportant  answer — such  a  question, 
founded  on  no  accurate  information,  having 
been  put  in  such  an  unfair  way,  to  prevent 
debate.  He  denounced  the  conduct  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  as 
utterly  unfair,  and  not  worthy  of  the  honourable 
member  himself — not  fair-play.  It  was  trifling 
with  an  extremely  serious  question ;  serious, 
not  because  those  lying  reports,  coming  from  a 
quarter  they  knew  too  well,  would  throw  any 
doubt  or  discredit  on  the  Waitajtb  purchase, 
but  because  personal  character  was  much 
mixed  up  with  all  these  things,  the  course  taken 
by  the  Governor  being  more  or  less  implicated 
in  every  question  connected  with  the  Waitara 
purchase.  When  a  statement  was  last  year 
made  to  the  effect  that  the  survey  was 
interrupted  at  Waitara  by  the  wife  and 
daughters  of  Patukakariki,  he  was  not  in  a 
Ur,  CarUton 


position  to  get  up  and  refute  it  any  mote  flua 
he  was  now  able  to  refute  these  statements; 
but  he  was  able  to  refute  it  now.  Williua 
King's  Natives  had  sent  into  Waikato  a  plan  o( 
the  disputed  block,  containing  statements  «it]i 
regard  to  their  own  title.  The  plan  was  dotted 
over  with  pieces  of  land  stated  to  belong  to 
William  Kmg,  but  Patukakariki's  name  did 
not  occur  once  within  the  block,  though  a  small 
piece  outside  was  shown  as  his.  lliat  plan, 
therefore,  was  an  answer — out  of  the  montbsof 
the  same  Natives  who  made  it — to  the  state- 
ment that  the  L  pa  was  built  on  Patukakaiiki'i 
land,  and  was  also  an  answer  to  the  statement 
about  the  interruption  to  the  survey  by  Pato- 
kakariki's  wife  and  daughters  on  his  own  pitce 
of  land,  that  piece  being  marked  on  the  plan  to 
belong  to  Parangahi,  one  of  the  selling  Natives. 
He  mentioned  these  things  because  Uiey  re- 
futed those  lying  reports  of  rebellions  Nalini, 
of  which  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands  chose  to  disgrace  himself  by  being  tlie 
channel  of  conveyance  to  this  House  to  pc- 
judioe  an  important  question.  ItwaadesiraUe, 
therefore,  that  the  absolute  nothingness  and 
absurdity  of  the  honourable  member's  qocstiaD 
should  be  recorded  on  the  Joomals  <rf  tbe 
House. 

Mr.  CARLETON  would  borrow  a  wotdftcm 
the  honourable  member,  which  otherwise  wonU 
never  have  escaped  his  lips.  If  hoooniabk 
members  chose  to  disgrace  themselves  by  jao- 
f essing  to  give  complete  information  to  the  Hoom 
on  important  questions,  and  leaving  honotmUa 
members,  by  dint  of  the  greatest  pains  and  la- 
bour, to  elicit  important  information  for  tbtoi- 
selves,  which  was  the  case  last  session,  tlteo 
there  was  no  call  for  surprise  that  he  or  anyone 
else,  not  having  had  sufficient  Gtovemment  in- 
formation supplied  to  them,  should  take  what 
they  could  get,  and  ask  a  new  Government 
whether  or  not  any  reliance  was  to  be  placed  oo 
these  statements.  The  Native  Minuter  bad 
replied  to  two  of  these  questions,  and  given  no 
emswer  to  the  others.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  shonU 
make  it  his  business  to  examine  farther  into 
them,  and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
stating  publicly  whether  reliajice  could  be 
placed  on  them  or  not.  The  impntatioii  of 
motives  was  in  the  usual  style  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth,  which  was  ol 
no  high  order,  and  the  words  used  to  him 
(Mr.  Carleton)  he  retorted  on  those  who,  pro- 
fessing to  give  complete  information  to  tba 
House,  gave  insufficient  information. 

Mr.  WILSON  referred  to  a  late  occasion 
when,  a  person  on  his  defence  making  use  of  the 
name  of  a  pillar  of  the  Church,  the  hononiable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  said  it  wat 
unfair  and  improper  to  do  so,  and  wished  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  defence  to  that  piflar  of 
the  Church.  Did  the  honourable  member  pro- 
pose to  send  a  copy  of  this  question  to  Mt. 
Whiteley? 

Mr.  CARLETON  sud  he  should ;  but  he  did 
pot  admit  that  Mr.  Whiteley  needed  any  defoooe 
for  offering  up  a  prayer. 

Mr.  COLENSO,  after  remarking  on  the 
tortuous  and  wriggling  oooim  adopted  by  the 
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honoaiable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  said 
tiuA  the  "  seven "  letters  to  His  Excellency 
gave  a  clue  to  the  origin  of  these  statements. 
The  Natives  always  began  their  myths  with 
seven,  which  they  acoonnted  amystioi^  number. 
It  was  clear  that  the  bonoorable  member  for 
tiie  Bay  of  Islands  had  been  regularly  "  sold  "  by 
the  Native.  Then,  again,  would  any  man,  hav- 
ing any  respect  for  his  reputation,  bring  a 
statement  into  this  House  on  the  testimony  of 
one  Native,  and  that  against  ail  current  testi- 
mony for  the  last  twelve  months  ?  The  honour- 
able member  had  spoken  of  asking  a  new 
Government,  and  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  hoped  the 
answer  the  new  Government  had  given  would 
satisfy  the  honourable  member,  and  he  would 
ask  no  more  such  questions. 

Ur.  DILLON  BELL  having  briefly  replied, 
:the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mantell's  reply  was  inserted  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  as  follows: — 

"I  will  take  two  of  the  statements  first,  and 
then  dispose  of  the  rest.  With  respect  to  the 
'  statement  that  seven  letters  had  been  addressed 
to  the  Governor  by  William  King  before  the 
'  commencement  of  hostilities,  I  have  to  remark 
that  npon  a  careful  examination  of  the  register 
it  appears  that  one  and  only  one  letter  was  so 
received  from  William  King.  With  respect  to  the 
statement  that  Teira's  pedigree  was  a  forgery, 
I  have  to  state  that  I  am  mformed  that  that 
pedigree  is  not  a  forgery,  that  it  was  taken  down 
at  a  public  meeting  of  Natives,  and  that  the 
aathoi  of  it  is  forthcoming  at  any  time.  With 
regard  4o  the  remaining  statements,  I  have  to 
remark  that  I  have  not  been  able,  in  the  short 
time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  notice  of  the 
present  qnestion  was  given,  to  find  any  one, 
'  except  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  who  had  heard  the  statements  in 
■qnestion.  If  that  honourable  member,  with 
his  known  caution,  has  placed  reliance  on  them 
himself,  I  am  unable  to  deny  that  reliance  has 
been  placed  on  them." 

PETITION  OF  A.  B.  ABRAHAM. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CABLETON,  it  was 
■ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
copy  of  a  memorandum  dated  the  9th  August, 
1861,  forwarded  from  Melbourne  by  Mr.  Augus- 
tas Brown  Abraham,  in  reply  to  Mr.  C.  W. 
Richmond's  observations  in  the  House  upon 
Mr.  Abraham's  petition  and  land  claim  at  the 
Waitara. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed, 
That  Standing  Orders  in  reference  to  passing  of 
Bills  and  Conferences  between  the  two  Houses 
be  suspended  during  the  sitting  of  the  House 
this  day. 

PBOTEOTION  AND  COMPENSATION  OF 
SETTLERS. 
Mr.  3.  0.  RICHMOND  moved,  That,  untU 
proper  permanent  provision  can  be  made  for 
ihe  relief  of  persons  disabled  in  active  service 
against  the  Native  insurgents,  a^d  for  the 
widows  and  families  of  the  killed,  the  Execu- 


tive Government  be 'authorized  to  make  suffi- 
cient allowances  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  when  further  informa- 
tion was  obtained,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  Pension  Act,  in 
which  permanent  provision  would  be  made  for 
all  persons  disabled  in  active  service,  and  for 
the  widows  and  families  of  the  killed.  Till 
then  perhaps  the  best  course  would  be  for  the 
House  to  sanction  a  continuance  of  the  pay- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  his  predeces- 
sors to  the  Taranaki  refugees,  and  which  had 
not  been  in  any  way  interfered  with  by  the 
present  Government. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  suggested  that  the  mili- 
tary should  be  included  in  this  motion. 

Mr.  FIRTH  agreed  that  the  widows  and 
families  of  the  military  should  be  included, 
unless  proper  provision  was  made  for  them  by 
the  military  authorities. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  and  Mr.  COLENSO  ex- 
pressed the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  supi>orted  the  original  mo- 
tion. To  include  the  military  at  present  might 
prejudice  the  question  at  Home  of  a  settlors' 
war  or  an  Imperial  war.  Any  motion  to  in- 
clude the  military  should  he  introduced  by  the 
Governor  hereafter. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker.  Their  first  duty  was  to  pay  their 
bills ;  to  be  just  before  they  were  generous. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  accounts  the  House 
would  he  ready  to  do  as  much  as  they  could ; 
but  at  present  that  question  had  better  be  left 
alone,  mdividual  cases  of  hardship  being  met 
by  the  Government.  [The  honourable  member 
then  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  pre- 
vious speakers,  and  concluded  by  moving  the 
resolution  as  it  stood.] 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved  for  a  return  of 
the  total  expenditure  on  Native  purposes  from 
the  1st  January,  1853,  to  the  latest  date  to 
which  the  same  can  be  prepared,  distinguish- 
ing the  expenditure  on  —  (ll^Land- purchases 
(including  Land  Purchase  Department) ;  (2) 
Native  schools  and  hospitals ;  (S)  presents, 
and  entertainment  of  Natives;  (4)  payments 
to  Assessors  ;  and  (5)  General  changes. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COSTS  TAXATION 
BILL. 

The  ParliamentEuy  Costs  Taxation  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its 
remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

AUCKLAND  IMMIGRATION  CERTIFI- 
CATE ACT  1858  AMENDMENT  BILK 
The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act 
1858  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a,  first  and  a 
second  time,  amended  in  Committee,  and 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages. 

PENSIONERS'  CLAIMS  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Legislative  Council  on  tha 
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subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Pensioners' 
Claims  Bill ;  and  that  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Dillon 
Bell,  2Ir.  O'Borke,  and  Mr.  Williamson  be  the 
Managers  of  such  Confeienoe  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

It  was  subsequently  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  recommend  certain  amend- 
ments for  adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

PROTECTION  OP  CERTAIN  ANIMALS 
BILL. 

It  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Protection 
of  Certain  Animals  Bill ;  and  that  Colonel 
Nixon,  Mr.  Weld,  and  Mr.  Stafford  be  the 
Managers  of  such  Conference  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

It  was  subsequently  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  recommend  certain  amend- 
ments for  adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The    Land    Registry  Amendment  Bill  was 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

OFFICIAL  ADMINISTRATORS  BILL. 

The  Official  Administrators  Bill  yiea  con- 
sidered in  Committee  and  passed  through  all 
its  remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill. 

IN   COMMnTEB. 

Clause  3. — Amount  of  retiring  allowances. 

Subsection  1. — To  any  officer,  &c.,  having 
entered  the  Civil  Service  before  the  10th  August, 
1858,  having  served  more  than  fourteen  and 
less  than  seventeen  years,  and  being  at  the 
time  of  retirement  of  the  age  of  fifty  and  up- 
wards, &c. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved,  as  an  amendment,  To 
omit,  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  first  subsection, 
the  word  "  fifty,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "  fifty- 
five  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  so  omitted  be  so 
omitted. 

Ayes,  "14. 
Atkinson  Graham,  R.       Richmond,  J.  C. 

Colenso  Jollie  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cookson  Mantell  Weld. 

Creyke  Mason  Teller. 

Graham,  G.       Nixon  Domett. 

Curtis  O'Neill    '  Teller. 

Fox  Riohmond,C.  W.Wood. 

Hall  Wells. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House.vrith  amendments, 
zeau  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legisluire 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  agreed  toby 
the  House:  Customs  Duties  Act  Amendment 
Bill  and  New  Provinces  Act  Amendmoit  BiD 
(No.  2). 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  Boose 
and  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IK  OOMHTREE. 

The  interim  report  of  the  Library  and  PnnW 
ing  Committee,  presented  on  the  3rd  instant 
was  read. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  resohed. 
That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Eicd- 
lenoy  the  Governor,  requesting  him  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  vote  a  sum  of  £90  at  % 
salary  for  a  permanent  messenger  for  the 
General  Assembly,  who  shall  also  act  as  sob- 
librarian. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  st 
again. 

SECOND  READING. 

Reservation  in  Crown  Grants  Confirmatiim 
Bill. 

The  Rouse  adjourned  at  twenty  minota- 
before  midnight. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  Sth  September,  1861. 


Suspension    of    Standing    Orders  —  Civil    Serv-.n 
Amendment  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  one 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 

was  agreed,  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  su- 

ginded  for  this  day,  with  a   view  to  passin; 
ills  through  all  their  stages. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Civil  Service  Amendment  Bill  was  rex)  t 
second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  rem&iii- 
ing  stages  without  amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-mortow  tt 
one  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF  EEPRESENTATrVES. 
Thursday,  Sth  September,  1861. 


Chinese — Colonial  Allowances— Oovemment  Otileci* 
—Native  Afloira— Survey  Correction  Bill— Peti- 
tion of  James  Basby— Saspenaion  of  Studiiig 
Orders— Audit  Commlttoo— Supply. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock 
Pbatebs. 
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CHINESE. 

Mr.  DILIiON  BEIjL  a&ked  the  Colonial 
'Secretary,  Whether  the  attention  of  the  Oo- 
Temment  has  been  called  to  the  probability 
of  an  immediate  immigration  of  nvmibers  of 
Chinese  into  the  ProTince  of  Otago,  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  take  any  steps  in  reference  thereto.  The 
honourable  member  said  he  had  taken  the 
Ubeity  of  placing  this  question  upon  the  Order 
Paper  because  he  considered  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  the  constituency  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent.  He  understood  that 
numbers  of  Chinese  were  likely  to  flock  into 
the  Province  of  Otago,  attracted  by  the  gold 
discovery,  and  that  the  European  setUera 
would  view  this  circomstaace  with  con- 
ndeiable  apprehension.  A  large  inflox  of 
Chinese  necessitated  some  means  of  dealing 
with  such  people.  He  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment would  he  able  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject in  this  session ;  but,  should  the  people  of 
Otago  be  subjected  to  this  immigration,  and 
|rroof  of  the  same  be  laid  before  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  known 
whether  the  Government  would  take  any  step 
to  prevent  it,  or  whether  anything  would  be 
done  in  anticipation. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  called  to  the  subject  of  the 
honourable  member's  question.  He  had  already 
bnught  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  that  officer  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Le^lature  had  no  power  to  prevent  the 
introdaction  of  Chinese.  The  Legislature  of 
Victoria  had,  in  1859,  imposed  a  capitation  tax 
of  ten  pounds  per  head  on  landing,  and  four 
pounds  per  annum  for  residence  of  Chinese  in 
that  colony.  Whether  this  was  constitutional 
in  1859  he  (Mr.  Fox)  much  doubted ;  but,  at 
aU  events,  since  Liora  Elgin's  treaty  with  the 
Chinese  Government  the  power  of  Colonial  Go- 
vernments to  impose  such  a  tax  was  taken 
away;  for,  by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  Supple- 
mentary 'Treaty,  it  is  specially  declaxed  that 
"  all  Chinese  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  service 
in  any  British  possessions,  and  the  Emperor 
binds  himself  to  allow  them  to  ship  themselves 
.and  families  from  the  free  ports  of  China,  in 
British  ships,  without  let  or  hindrance."  It 
leemed  clear  that  these  obligations  were  re- 
■eiprocal;  that  the  British  Government  was 
bound  to  admit  Chinese  into  its  posses- 
-sions,  as  the  Emperor  was  bound  to  let  them 
fo  there;  and,  independently  of  this  treaty, 
it  would  clearly  be  contrary  to  the  "  comity 
of  nations "  to  prohibit  the  ingress  of  the 
subjects  of  any  ^urticular  nation,  being  at 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  This  sort  of  differ- 
ential duty  on  Chinese  would  certainly  not  now 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Home  Government, 
And  he  was  satisfied  that  the  wisest  course  was 
for  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand  not  to 
Attempt  it. ' 

COLONIAL  ALLOWANCES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  having 
•pent  some  time  therein. 


The  following  resolution  was  reported  to  the 
House, 'and  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply :  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  'the  requisition  of  Commodore  Sey- 
mour for  a  continuance  of  colonial  allowance 
to  the  ships  now  on  service  in  New  Zealand 
waters  ought  to  be  assented  to,  provided  that  an 
amount  not  exceeding  £5,000  can  be  obtained 
for  the  purpose  from  the  Commissariat  chest, 
under  guarantee  of  the  Colonial  Government. 

GOVERNMENT  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  O'RORKE  said  that  he  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  all  officers  in  the  employment  of  the 
General  Government,  under  the  impression 
that  a  clearer  view  of  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
colony  could  be  obtained  from  it  than  from  any 
inspection  of  the  several  salaries  voted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  The  return  which  he  desired 
was  one  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  returns  which 
were  annually  laid  before  the  Legislatures  of 
all  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  he  was  sur- 
prised that  no  such  document  was  to  be  found 
among  the  voluminous  printed  records  of  the 
House.  He  did  think  such  a  return  should  be 
occasionally  presented  to  the  New  Zealand 
Legislature.  There  was  a  very  general  opinion 
out-of-doors  that  many  of  the  Government  de- 
partments were  over-manned;  and,  although  he 
fully  concurred  in  the  course  pursued  by  the 
new  Ministry  in  not  attempting  to  introduce 
any  scheme  of  retrenchment  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  he  was  assured  that  the  country 
did  expect  them  to  direct  their  attention  to  the 
matter  during  the  recess,  with  a  view  to  a  sub- 
stantial reform  of  the  whole  system.  It  was 
not  his  desire  that  there  should  be  a  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  salary,  being  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  rate  of  pay  in  this  colony  was  far 
below  that  of  the  neighbouring  colonies.  But 
it  was  not  equally  clear  to  him  that  so  many 
officials  were  necessary  for  conducting  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  He  was  more  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  such  a  return  as  the 
one  he  pro]posed  being  in  the  hands  of  members 
when  considering  the  estimates  from  having 
observed,  during  the  present  session,  that,  in 
cases  where  more  offices  than  one  were  held  by 
a  single  individual,  it  was  hardly  known  what  the 
total  amount  of  such  officer's  salary  really  was. 
It  would  therefore  be  necessary,  in  compiling  the 
return,  that  foot-notes  should  be  appended  in 
such  cases  to  indicate  the  several  offices  held, 
and  the  amount  of  salary  derived  from  each, 
and  also  whether  any,  and  how  much,  emolu- 
ment was  derived  from  fees.  It  had  been  inti- 
mated to  him  that  the  return  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  members  as  soon  u  it  was  prepared, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  considered  by  members 
in  their  res}>ective  provinces  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Assembly.  If  there  was  any 
further  expression  of  opinion  to  that  effect,  he 
would  willingly  alter  his  motion  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  those  that  desired  it.  But  he  thought 
it  'vvould  be  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Executive 
to  decide  whether  a  departure  in  the  present 
instance  should  be  made  from  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  laying  returns  on  the  table  of  the 
House  upon  tiie  opening  of  the  session.    He 
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moved,  That  there  he  laid  on  Che  table  ot  the 
House,  next  session,  a  printed  return  setting 
forth  tJie  names  of  the  seveial  officers  who  may 
be  in  the  service  of  the  (General  Goyemment  ot 
Kew  Zealand  on  the  31st  December,  1861,  the 
department  in  which  they  are  emiJoyed,  the 
date  of  their  first  appoinbnent,  by  whom  ori- 
ginally appointed,  and  the  amount  of  their 
salary. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion,  saving  that, 
if  the  House  desired,  the  return  would  be  pub- 
lished in  the  OateUe  as  soon  as  it  was  com- 
piled. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  opposed  the  motion,  stating 
that  no  cause  had  oeen  shown  ior  furnishing 
such  a  return ;  that  there  was  already  a  return 
on  the  table  of  all  officers  appointed  since  tiie 
1st  July,  1860 ;  and  that  the  printing  of  such  a 
letum  would  entail  a  serious  cost. 

Mr.  STAfFOBD  said  he  would  support  the 
motion  provided  the  mover  would  consent  to 
omit  the  word  "printed,"  and  pointed  oat  to 
the  House  the  amount  of  "fat"  enjoyed  by 
printers  in  their  calling,  at  the  same  tmie  com- 
plimenting the  Clelk  upon  the  supervision  he 
exercised  over  the  printing  performed  for  the 
House. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  said  that  such  a  return  would 
be  perfectly  valueless  unless  it  were  printed. 
It  was  not  merely  in  this  House  that  infomuw- 
tiou  was  desired  with  reference  to  t^e  Civil 
Service  of  the  colony.  The  public  at  buge 
required  it. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  would  therefore  move,  as 
an  amendment.  That  the  word  "  printed  "  be 
omitted. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Ayxs,  1,6. 
Atkinson  Munro,  3.  White 

Bell  Nixon  Wilson 

Domett  Biohmond,  J.O.  Wood. 

Fitsherbert       Taylor,  W.  W.  Teller. 

HaU  Weld  O'Boi&e. 

ManteU 

Nobs,  6. 
Oolenso  O'Neill  Teller. 

Curtis  Bichmond,O.W.Stafford. 

JoUie 

Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FITZHEBBERT,  it 
was  agreed,  That,  so  long  as  amounts  claimed 
for  compensation  in  cases  of  disputed  Native 
boundaries  shall  continue  to  be  locally  charged, 
it  is  expedient  that  the  Qovemment  should 
delegate,  so  far  as  practicable,  all  negotiations 
connected  with  such  disputes  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  province  in  which  they  may 
have  arisen. 

SUEVEY  COBBEOTION  BILIi. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Oon- 
ieienoe  on   the  subject  of  the   amendments 
Ur.  O'Borke 


made  b^  the  Iiegislative  Ooonoil  in  the  Somy 
Correction  Bill,  that  th^Confereouse  had  agned 
to  rec<»unend  certain  amendments  for  adop- 
tion. 
Bepott  adopted  by  the  House. 

PETITION  OP  JAMES  BUSBY. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  adoption  of  th* 
following  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Busby : — 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  Busby,  having  considered  tiie 
same  and  taken  evidence  thereon,  have  the 
honour  to  report : — 

"1.  That  the  allegations  contained  in  Mi. 
Busby's  petition  have  not  been  proved,  while 
several  proofs  have  been  adduced  to  show  that 
Mr.  Commissioner  Bell  has  not  acted  in  the 
manner  imputed  to  him  by  Mr.  Busby  in  bit. 
petition. 

"2.  That  Mr.  Commissioner  Bell,  asajodi- 
oial  officer,  was  not  justified  in  the  remads 
complained  of  by  Mr.  Busby  in  the  eighth 
paraigraph  of  his  petition,  thoiigh  such  remada 
were  doubtless  provoked  by  Mr.  Busl^. 

"3.  That  Mr.  Busby's  case,  being  one  of 
hardship,  should  be  considered  among  the 
cases  miich  tiie  Qovemment  have  agned  to 
consider  during  the  recess,  with  a  view  to 
legislation  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly." 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  have  to  ask  for  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  make  a  few 
observations  on  this  report.  In  the  first  place  I 
have  to  offer  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  having  so  completely  vindicated  mj 
character  from  Uie  imputations  in  Mr.  BasbfV 
petition.  With  regard  to  the  second  pangn^ 
in  the  report,  which  censures  me  for  having 
stated,  in  a  minute  of  mine  on  Mr.  ButbyV 
memorial  in  1860,  that  he  vraa  "  not  open  to  ue 
influence  of  reason  or  common-sense,"  I  beg  to 
say  that,  while  I  do  not  for  a  moment  aocnee 
the  Committee  of  intending  an  injustice,  the 
House  should,  at  any  rate,  know  that  tiiej 
have  censured  me  unhee.rd.  At  soon  a>  tiie 
Committee  met,  I  requested  the  Chairman  t» 
let  me  know  what  course  they  meant  to  pome 
in  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Busby's  cbaigei- 
They  decided  to  take  each  charge  seriatim.  I 
was  only  heard  on  the  first  charge ;  that  wu 
quite  enough  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  tU 
the  charges  were  without  foundation ;  but,  if  1 
had  been  heard  on  the  other  charges,  I  should 
have  laid  before  the  Committee  evidence  which,. 
I  am  sure,  would  have  convinced  them  that,  ia 
the  terms  of  my  minute,  I  was  really  mild  and 
gentle  towards  the  petitioner,  and  that  the  pio- 
vocation  I  recaived  was  very  great.  It  sboold 
be  home  in  mind  that  this  minute  was  not 
written  in  any  judicial  capacity,  but  in  answer 
to  a  reference  on  a  memorial,  not  to  me,  but  ts 
the  Home  Qovemment.  I  will  just  read  oae 
single  extract  from  one  of  Mr.  Busby's  pam- 
phlets with  regard  to  myself,  in  order  to  thow 
the  language  which  that  gentleman,.wbo  was 
so  angry  at  my  very  mild  rebuke,  permitted 
himself  to  use.  [The  honourable  genUeaun 
here  read  an  extract  in  which  a  highwaynaii. 
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HM  daaeribed  ■•  being  mote  respectable  than 
tlis  Commissioner.]  The  good-homonr  of  the 
Home  satisfies  me  that  pmhaps  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  laoghed  myself  at  the  time ; 
at  any  rate,  let  me  assure  the  Committee  that 
I  accept  their  remarks  on  the  minute  in  good 
part,  being,  of  oonrse,  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  main  purpose  of  the  report,  which  declares 
Mi.  Busby's  charges  to  be  not  proved.  I  shall 
now  withdraw,  and  leave  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  matter  as  it  likes. 

Hi  C.  W.  BICHMOND  moved  "the  pre- 
vious qnestioju." 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  question  be  now  put." 


AtbSi  10. 

Colenso 

Mason               Wood. 

Featheiston 

O'NeUl 

Filth 

Taylor,  W.  W.          T»Utr. 

Hanison 

WUson              Carleton. 

Noes,  16. 

Atkinson 

Jollie                Weld 

CookBon 

Munro,  J.          Wells 

Creyks 

Ormond            Williamson. 

Cutis 

O'Borke 

Domett 

Biohmond,7.0.         TtXler. 

Fez 

Stafford            Biohmond.O.W 

ICajoiity  against,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed, 
That  the  Standing  Oiders  of  this  House  be 
suspended  during  this  day,  to  enable  all  busi- 
ness now  before  the  House  to  be  concluded. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  lihe 
Whole  for  the  consideiation  of  the  report  of 
the  Audit  Committee. 

IN  ooKmnjii:. 

Mr.  FITZHKRBERT  moved  the  considera- 
tioii  of  the  report,  dwelling  particularly  on  the 
damage  the  credit  of  the  colony  must  sustain 
by  special  funds — as  those  of  intestate  estates 
—not  being  safe  from  being  taken  for  general 
nupoees.  He  also  particularly  referred  to  the 
uovemment  having  continued  to  pay  King 
Fotakm's  pension  to  the  very  last,  and  having 
afterwards  assisted  to  pay  his  funeral  expenses. 

Ui.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  expressed  himself 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Audit  Committee  for 
the  indnatiy  they  had  displayed  in  digging  into 
the  acoonnts,  but  said  it  would  be  impossible 
Ua  the  zaport  to  be  adopted  this  session,  for  it 
oontained  many  important  recommendations 
which  there  would  not  be  sufficient  time  to 
discuss  fully.  It  consisted  of  three  heads — 
"Account,"  "Control,"  and  "The  use  or 
abuse  of  special  funds  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
iorer."  Under  the  second  head  the  Commit- 
tee broached  the  doctrine  that  the  Governor 
should  act  as  ControUei^,  that  he  was  legally 
bomnd  to  issue  warrants  for  authorised  pay- 
amits  only — a  thing  which  was  perfectly  out 
of  the  question.  In  the  last  part  of  the  subject 
—the-  use  of  special  funds — Uia  Committee 


enumerated  six  heads  which  had  been  more 
01  less  encroached  on:  the  half -million  loan, 
the  Land  Fund  sixths ;  miscellaneous  deposits, 
including  intestate  estates ;  deposit  claimed 
by  British  (Government,  baJanoe  of  Civil  List, 
and  the  reserve  fund,  which  was  a  fund  re- 
served at  the  conclusion  of  a  financial  period, 
out  of  the  votes,  to  meet  payments  on  SMSoount 
of  the  expired  period.  The  last  three  they 
might  dismiss  as  fairly  constituting  a  working 
balance  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  other 
three  formed  the  staple  of  the  indictment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Entt,  particu- 
larly the  Intestate  Estates  Fund.  The  gross 
amount  of  the  three,  at  the  date  in  question —  ' 
30th  September,  1860— was  £68,205  2s.  8d.  The 
first  item  was  the  balance  of  the  guaranteed 
loan,  £49,508  16s.  lid.,  of  which  £25,000  was 
an  advance  made  by  the  Imperial  Government, 
on  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  the  Pearson-Cole- 
man  Steam  Company,  now  all  repaid.  The 
second  item  was  the  reserved  sixths,  £12,294. 
That  might  appear  a  large  amount  to  have  on 
hand,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  belonged  to 
Hawke's  Bay,  whose  land-purchase  fund  being 
wholly  exhausted,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a 
large  amount  of  this  reserve  on  hand ;  and  the 
remainder  consisted  of  sums  recently  paid  in, 
including  about  £2,000  from  Wellington.  It 
would  not  have  been  right  to  lock  up  that 
amount  belonging  to  Hawke's  Bay  by  deposit- 
ing it  for  twelve  months  in  the  Union  Bank, 
when  it  might  be  at  any  time  required.  Then 
there  were  the  miscellaneous  deposits — prin- 
cipally belonging  to  the  intestate  estates  — 
£6,776  198. 8d.  In  all,  £68,205  2s.  8d. ;  and  the 
cash  balance  at  the  same  date  was  £86,862 
6s.  7d. ;  so  that  the  amount  spent  beyond  what 
the  cash  balance  was  adequate  to  meet  was 
£81,842  17s.  Id.,  of  which  £10,750  was  still  out 
on  the  steam  loan,  leaving  a  sum  of  above 
£20,000.  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  say  that, 
with  a  cash  balance  of  six  times  the  amount, 
the  Intestate  Estates  Fund  of  £5,776  19s.  Sd. 
had  been  used  for  this  expenditure,  or  had  ever 
been  in  the  least  danger. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  explained  that  he 
never  had'  said  it  was  in  any  danger. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  he  certainly 
thought  that  the  Supreme  Court  -should  have 
a  separate  investment  of  its  own ;  but  no  par- 
ticular Treasurer  was  blameworthy  for  6imply 
continuing  the  practice  as  he  found  it.  On 
the  80th  September,  1860,  then,  the  Treasurer 
had  spent  £80,000  over  and  above  the  amount 
of  his  cash  balance.  But  the  circumstances 
that  rendered  this  necessary  would  probably 
never  occur  again.  What  the  Government  had 
done  was  this :  under  the  pressure  of  emergen- 
cies, created  chiefly  by  the  war,  tiiey  had  tem- 
porarily availed  themselves  of  these  idle  funds, 
instead  of  going  to  the  bank  for  accommoda- 
tion at  8  per  cent,  interest.  The  necessity 
being  so  pressing  as  it  was,  it  was  a  justiflabla 
measure  of  relief.  The  use  of  these  funds  had 
not  in  the  least  injured  the  provinces  entitled 
to  specific  portions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Loan, 
as  they  were  never  debited  with  one  fitrthing  of 
interest  but  on  funds  expended  on  their  aoooani- 
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for  land-purchase.  In  iact,  both  the  colony 
and  the  provinces  interested  had  derived  a  con- 
siderable advantage  in  point  of  economy  from 
one  general  balance  having  been  kept,  as,  if 
particular  funds  had  been  set  apart  for  them, 
large  separate  bcJances  must  have  been  kept  in 
hand  to  meet  contingencies.  [The  honourable 
member  then  referred  to  one  or  two  points  in 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt,  and  concluded  by  repeating  his  thanks 
to  the  Audit  Committee  for  the  industry  they 
had  displayed  in  their  task.] 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  made  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  WARD  complimented  the  Audit  Com- 
mittee— particularly  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt — on  their  report,  on  different 
points  of  which  he  touched  at  some  length, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  keeping  and 
auditing  of  the  public  accounts.  He  did  not 
think  the  accounts  could  be  brought  up  com- 
plete nearer  than  six  months  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
most  convenient,  if  the  session  were  always  to 
be  held  at  this  period  of  the  year,  that  the 
financial  periods  should  end  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber insteail  of  the  Slst  June.  The  idea  of  the 
Committee  about  the  Governor  acting  as  Con- 
troller was,  he  thought,  a  mistaken  one.  Under 
Responsible  Government  the  Ministers  must  be 
held  responsible  for  all  warrants  issued  by  the 
Governor.  With  regard  to  the  balances  en- 
croached upon  being  all  thrown  together,  they 
might  not  oe  able  to  say  which  had  been  en- 
croached on ;  but  the  fact  remained  that  the 
chest  should  have  contained  the  sum  of  them 
all,  and,  if  five  had  not  been  touched,  the 
sixth  had.  He  regretted  they  had  not  Ap- 
pendix No.  2  before  them,  as  he  was'  sure, 
from  the  report,  that  it  contained  most 
valuable  suggestions.  For  that  and  other 
reasons  it  was  obvious  the  House  could  not 
adopt  the  report  this  session.  In  conclusion, 
he  observed  that  this  report  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  papers  of  the  session,  and  the 
late  Government  deserved  great  credit  for  esta- 
blishing the  present  system  of  managing  the 
accounts  of  the  colony. 

Ur.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  made  some  further 
observations  on  the  manner  of  keeping  the 
colonial  accounts.  He  did  not  at  all  say  they 
had  re'ached  perfection ;  but  the  system  had 
been  improving  since  1856.  It  had  been,  under 
the  late  Government,  gradually  approaching 
that  clearness  and  simpUoity  which  the  public 
would  desire  to  see.  He  also  particularly  re- 
ferred to  the  desirability  of  publishing  the  ac- 
counts more  at  full.  The  published  accounts 
were  unintelligible  to  the  public,  because  they 
were  insufficient. 

Mr.  COLENSO  foUowed. 

Mr.  WOOD  remarked  on  several  points  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  previous  speakers  con- 
nected with  the  aooonnte.  He  called  particu- 
lar attention  to  an  error  in  that  part  of  the 
report  referring  to  payments  from  the  Trea- 
sury. If  the  system  were  there  correctly  de- 
tailed, the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  com- 
plete control  over  the  money,  inift4'ivfl  of  which 
Mr.  C.  W.  Bichmond 


the  system  of  check  was  as  complete  as  pas- 
sible, all  moneys  being,  in  the  first  place, 
paid  to  the  Colonial  Troasury  Account  m  tbt 
Union  Bank,  which  Account  ootild  only  be 
operated  on  by  the  Treasurer  and  Govenut 
conjointly.  The  late  Government  had  been 
gradually  progressing  towards  a  much  beUet 
system  of  finance  than  they  found  when  they 
took  office,  and  he  only  hoped  he  should  be 
able  to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  and  do  some- 
thing towards  the  completion  of  that  better 
syst^.  With  r^ard  to  the  balances  that  hid 
Men  operated  on,  he  did  not  think  it  desintde 
they  should  be  used  as  a  working  balance.  The 
Intestate  Estates  Ftmd  and  the  Provincial  Land 
Purchase  Fund  should  be  invested  in  trustees ; 
but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  Beaetre 
Fund  could  be  at  present  dispensed  with.  He 
expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  adoption  of 
the  report  was  not  going  to  be  pressed,  and 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  resolntian: 
That  Mr.  Speaker  do  direct  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts  to  furnish  a  certificate  of  tiu 
correctness  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  state- 
ments of  accounts  for  the  financial  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1860,  reserving  the  items  re- 
ferred to  in  the  report  and  appendices  of  the 
Audit  Committee. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  replied  to  the  remaib 
of  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymontb- 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Besolotion  reported  and  adopted  by  the 
House. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COIOnTTEE. 

It  was  resolved.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  requisition  of  Commwlore  Seymoor 
for  a  continuance  of  colonial  allowance  to  shim 
now  on  service  in  New  Zealand  waters  ou^ 
to  be  assented  to,  provided  that  an  amount  not 
exceeding  £5,000  can  be  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose by  Etdvances  from  the  Commissariat  chett, 
under  guarantee  of  the  Colonial  Qovemment. 

Mr.  MANTELL  read  to  the  Ck>mmittee  t 
report  by  the  Chief  Land  Purchase  Commis- 
sioner, and  explained  that  many  of  the  otBoea 
were  to  be  appointed  to  other  offices  connected 
with  the  Natives.  He  asked  the  Committee  to 
vote  these  salaries  on  the  distinct  nndentand- 
ing  that  those  persons  should  not  be  oontiniiad 
whose  abilities  were  not  great  enough  for  the 
higher  services  required  of  them.  Of  conns 
the  salaries  of  those  employed  on  such  othat 
services  would  not  be  charged  on  the  Land 
Purchase  Fund.  The  sums  for  purchanng  land 
were  only  for  the  completion  of  pnrdiMes 
already  under  negotiation. 

Some  discussion  arose,  the  feeling  <rf  tbs 
House  being  apparently  in  favour  of  reducing 
the  Land  Purchase  estai>lishment. 

Mr.  FOX,  as  a  private  member,  advocated 
the  House  doing  something  to  put  a  stop  to  tioM 
establishment,  and  stat^  that  the  Govent- 
ment  held  itself  in  no  way  responsible  for  lay- 
ing these  estimates  before  the  House,  in  doing 
which  they  simply  acted  as  a  medium  of  comma. 
nioation  between  the  Gotemoi  and  the  Hooae. 
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sir.  DUiLON  BELL  pointed  ont  that,  in 
form,  the  nlessage  enclosing  these  estimates 
was  sent  down  by  the  Governor,  with  the  ad  vice 
of  his  Besponsible  Ministeia.  After  this  con- 
flicting and  startling  statement  of  the  honoar- 
able  member  for  Bangitikei,  he  was  snre  that 
the  debate  that  was  likely  to  ensue  would  not 
be  finished  that  night,  and  he  moved.  That  the 
Chairman  do  novr  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

On  Mr.  Speaxkb  resuming  the  chair,  re- 
solutions previously  adopted  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  including  the  various  amounts  voted 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  and  for  the 
services  of  the  ensuing  year,  were  reported  to 
the  House  and  i^reed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  6th  September,  1861. 


Surrey  Correction  Bill  —  Saspension  of  Standing 
Orders— Measa«e8  from  His  Excellenoy— Appro- 
priation Bill — ^Prorogation . 


The  Hon.  the  Spkakeb  took  the  chair  at  one 
o'clock. 

PUTEBS. 

SURVEY  CORRECTION  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ihe 
Survey  Correction  Bill,  that  the  Committee  had 
agreed  to  recommend  certain  amendments  for 
Adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  agreed,  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  sus- 
pended for  this  day,  with  a  view  to  passing  Bills 
through  all  their  stages. 

MESSAGES  PROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
The  Hon.    the  SPEAKER  announced  the 
arrival  of  messages  from  His  Excellency,  which 
he  read  as  follows  : — 

"  Mesioge  No.  7. 
"Thomas  Gobs  Bbowhb,  Governor.    . 
"  The  Bills  intitnled— 
"  *  The  Civil  Service  Superannuation  Act  18S8 

Amendment  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Camteibory  and  Otago  Boundary  Act, 

1661  (No.  S) ;' 
"' '  The  Standing  Orden  for  Private  Bills  Act, 

1861 ;' 
^"The  Otago  and  Southland  Fublic  Debt 

Apportionment  Act,  1861 ;' 
"'The   Hawke'g  Bay  Naval   and  Military 

Settlers  Act,  1861 ;' 
'*  ■  The  Diseased  Cattle  Act,  1861 ;' 


"  '  The  Customs  Duties  Act,  1861 ;' 

"  '  The  Lost  Land-orders  Act,  1861 ;' 

"  '  The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Act,  1861 ;' 

"  *  The  Registration  of  Electors   Act   1858 

Amendment  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  'The  Public  Debt  Apportionment  Act  1858 

Amendment  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Protection  of  Certain  Animals  Act, 

1861;' 
"  '  The   New   Provinces  Act    1858  Amend- 
ment Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Official  Administrators  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Provincial  Audit  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Auckland  Representation  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  *  The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Act 

1868  Amendment  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  •  The  Parliamentary  Costs  Taxation  Act, 

1861;' 
"  '  The  Law  Practitioners  Act,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Land  Registry  Act  1860  Amendment 

Aot,  1861 ;' 
«  '  The  Survey  Correction  Aot,  1861 ;' 
"  *  The  Balneavis  Remission  Aot,  1861 ;' 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives,  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor  for  tjie  Royal  assent, 
he  has,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty,  assented 
to  the  said  Bills. 
"  Government  House, 

'<  Auckland,  6th  September,  1861." 

"Menage  No.  8. 
"  Thomas  Gobe  Bkowke,  Governor. 
"  The  Bills  intituled— 
"  '  The  Nelson   Waste   Lands   Regulations 

Amendment  Aot,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Auckland  Immigration  Certificate  Aot, 

1861;' 
" '  The   Intestate    Native   Sucoession   Aot, 

1861;' 
"  '  The  Picton  Railway  Aot,  1861 ;' 
"  '  The  Pensioners'  Claims  Act,  1861 ;' 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives,  having  been   pre- 
sented to  the  Governor  for  the  RoyeJ  assent,  he 
has  reserved  the  some  for  the  signification  of 
Her  Majesty's  pleasure  thereon. 
'  "  Government  House, 

"  Auckland,  6th  September.  1861." 

APPROPRIATION  BILL, 
The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages. 

PROROGATION, 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that 
His  Excellency  would  prorogue  the  Parliament 
at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  ^  Saturday,  7th 
September. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-monow 
at  ten  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE    OF    BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  6th  S^tember,  1861. 


District  Court— Charge  against  Mr.  0.  W.  Blobmond 
—Provincial  Officers  —  BnspeDsion  ol  StODding 
Orders— First  Beadln^Andlt  Committee— Sap- 
ply  —  Appropristton  Bill  —  Supply — Provincial 
Loans.  

Mi.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  the  House  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  Mr.  Speaebb  resuming  the  chair,  the 
following  resolution  was  reported,  and  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply: 
That  this  House  authorizes  tho  Government 
to  continae  the  existing  District  Court  at 
Taranaki;  and  also  to  make  any  arrange- 
ments which  may  be  necessary  for  read- 
justing the  local  administration  of  justice ; 
and  for  the  above  purpose  to  incur  an  expendi- 
ture not  exceeding  £500  beyond  the  sums 
already  placed  upon  the  estimates. 

CHARGE  AGAINST  MR.  0.  W.  RICH- 
MOND. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELD,  it  was  agreed, 
That  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  certain  charges  against  Mr.  0.  W. 
Richmond  be  now  adopted. 

PROVINCIAL  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  O'RORKE  said  that  the  return  of  the 
Provincial  Government  officials  which  he  was 
now  moving  for  was  one  which  was  in  some 
degree  necessary  to  supplement  the  return 
which  the  House  had  ordered  yesterday  re- 
specting the  General  Government  Civil  Ser- 
noe.  It  was  well  known  that  many  of  the 
officers  in  the  employment  of  the  General  Go- 
vertmient  also  held  provincial  appointments, 
and  it  was  but  right  that  the  House  should 
have  correct  information  with  respect  to  the 
salaries  paid  to  those  gentlemen  out  of  the 
pnbUo  revenne — be  it  general  or  provincial 
revenne.  It  most  be  admitted  by  members! 
no  matter  how  they  might  differ  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Provincialism  verima  Centralism,  that 
the  objects  aimed  at  by  both  General  and  Pro- 
vincial Governments  were  the  same — namely, 
the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  throughout 
the  colony  and  the  development  of  its  resources. 
A  complete  General  and  Provincial  "  Army 
List "  would  be  furnished  by  the  return  he  now 
asked  for  being  appended  to  that  ordered  yes- 
terday. He  thought  that  many  interesting 
facts  could  be  deduced  from  these  returns. 
For  instance,  it  would  be  very  easy  to  ascertain 
from  it  the  amount  of  public  mcoiey  that  was 
absorbed  in  the  payment  of  officials  as  com- 
pared with  the  entire  revenue ;  and  again,  what 
pioportion  of  the  population  was  absorbed  in 
governing  the  rest^  He  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
several  Provincial  Governments  to  furnishing 
this  information,  seeing  that  they  had  already 


supplied  information  of  a  much  more  inqnin- 
toiial  nature,  such  as  the  return  of  nnanthoriwd 
expenditure.  And  again,  a  reference  to  th* 
statistics  oompUed  by  Dr.  Bennett  wooid  •bow 
that  the  Provincial  Governments  annually  tar- 
nished detailed  information  with  regard  to  tiw 
revenue  derived  from  publicans'  licenses,  too- 
tioneers'  licenses,  ifec.  He  thought  Uie  Pzorin- 
cial  Governments  would  more  readily  fomidi 
these  returns  as  the  General  Assembly  had 
already  ordered  a  similar  return  with  repud  to 
the  officers  for  whose  salaries  provision  ms- 
made  by  this  House.  The  last  day  of  the  fw- 
sent  year  he  considered  the  most  fitting  tim* 
to  fix  for  making  such  a  return,  as  on  that 
day  a  census  of  the  whole  ookmy  would 
be  tiJcen,  and  all  the  most  interesting  is- 
turns  relating  to  the  colony  would  be  made 
up  to  that  dat9.  Whether  the  return  now  under 
dtscnssion  might  not  with  propriety  be  pab- 
lished  in  the  volume  of  statistics,  as  was  the 
practice  in  the  other  colonies,  he  did  not  tab 
upon  himself  to  say.  That  would  be  a  matter 
for  the  Executive  to  decide.  He  would  now 
move.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Government  shonld  pncnre, 
and  lay  on  the  table  next  session,  a  printed 
return  setting  ferth  the  names  of  the  several 
officers  who  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  vaiioas 
Provincial  Governments  of  New  Zealand  on  the 
81st  December,  1861,  the  department  in  which 
they  are  «mployed,  the  date  of  their  flnt^ 
pointment,  by  whom  originally  appointed,  sal 
the  amount  of  their  salary. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUSPENSION  OF  STANDENG  ORDKBS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  agreed. 
That  the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House  rela- 
tive to  the  passing  of  Bills  be  suspended  doiini 
this  day. 

FIRST  READING. 
Appropriation  Bill. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  Mr.  Speaker  be  authorized  to  ooontmsigB 
the  certificate  of  gwetu*  to  the  Col<mial  Trea- 
surer. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COMiaTTEX. 

The  following  items  were  read : — 
Land  Pubchasb  Depabtmxir. 

General  Charges — Chief  Commissioner,  £S0O; 
Accountant  and  Clerk,  £200 ;  First  Clerk,  SSOi 
Interpreter,  £260;  Interpreter  (extra),  £100 
Clerk  and  Surveyor,  £91  Ss. :  total,  £1,341  Ss. 

District  Commissioners,  £1,500. 

Surveys — District  Surveyors,  £1,000 ;  survey 
expenses,  labourer's  wtkges,  dto.,  £1,600 :  total, 
£2,600. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  lesnming  the  dis- 
cussion broken  off  on  Wednesday  ni^t,  refened 
to  the  Native  Minister  having  earnestly  i>- 
qnested  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the  items 
of  these  estimates,  and  the  honoarahlo 
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ber  at  the  bead  of  the  Government  haying  de- 
elated  that  the  Govenuneiit  was  in  no  yiay 
nsponsiUe  for  them,  but  only  acted  as  the 
mouthpiece  of  the  Governor,  while  the  message 
coveting  the  estimates  said  they  were  sent 
down  by  the  advice  of  the  Qovemor's  Execu- 
tive Gonhcil.  Here  was  an  inconsistency  which 
needed  explanation. 

Hr.  FOX  said  there  was  no  inconsistency. 
The  position  of  the  Government  was  simply 
this :  they  advised  His  Excellency  to  send  down 
Ur.  HcLean's  estimates  to  the  House,  but  they 
were  not  responsible  for  the  necessity  of  any  of 
the  items.  The  honourable  member  must  know 
very  well  that  pi&ctioaUT  the  negotiation  for 
Native  lands  bad  always  been  taken  out  of  the 
power  of  this  House.  He  was  not  awsxe  that 
any  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  resolutions 
come  to  last  session,  that  the  Government 
ought  to  decide  how  much  money  should  be 
spent  in  any  x>articular  district,  and  that  the 
Snpenntendents  of  the  different  provinces 
should  be  consulted  as  to  buying  land  vrithin 
them.  These  estimates  contained  an  item  of 
£1,S00  for  the  salaries  of  District  Commis- 
sionecs,  while  Mr.  McLiean,  in  his  memoran- 
dum, said  he  bad  no  employment  for  four  out 
of  the  five,  and  recommended  the  Government 
to  employ  them  in  some  other  way.  All  the 
Government  could  do  was  to  send  down  the 
estimates  as  Mr.  McLean's  estimates,  without 
making  themselves  responsible  for  their  neces- 
sity— ^e  precise  course  which  was  adopted  by 
the  late  Ministry  last  session.  The  Native 
Minister  acted  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Mr.  McLean's  department,  to  ex- 
jiaia  all  he  knew  about  the  items,  la  fairness 
to  that  department  they  could  not  accede  to 
the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for 
N^[>ier  to  vote  only  the  first  two  items,  and  he 
suggested  to  that  honourable  member  to  alter 
his  motion  so  as  to  meet  emergencies. 

Mr.  C.  W.  BIGHMOND  said  the  Colonial 
Sectetaiy's  explanation  was  not  satisfactory. 
Taking  the  position  he  did,  the  course  was 
open  to  him  no^  to  have  advised  the  sending 
down  of  the  estimates.  But  he  did  not  blame 
the  Government  for  having  advised  it.  It  was 
satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Government  con- 
templated no  such  absurdity  as  a  suspension 
of  land-purchasing,  but  woiUd  tread  so  far  in 
the  steps  of  their  predecessors  as  not  to  lose 
any  convenient  opportunity  of  fairly  extending 
the  territory  cf  the  colony  when  freely  ten- 
dered by  Native  chiefs.  The  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  wanted  primarily  the  establishment  of 
Bdtish  law,  and,  that  accomplished,  the  exten- 
sion of  territory  would  follow  as  a  matter  of 
course.  He  had  always  seen  that  the  land 
question  was  inextricably  entangled  with  the 
establishment  of  law.  He  would  never  say  he 
did  not  desire  to  see  the  extension  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Crown  in  these  Islands ;  there  was 
nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in  that.  They  might 
be  told  they  were  covetous ;  but  he  should  not  be 
afraid  of  the  term,  and  he  wondered  that  any 
party  in  this  colony  should  be  so  short-sighted 
ss  to  band  themselves  with  those  to  whom  was 
allied  this  name — the  old  anti-colonial  party. 


It  might  be  impolitio  to  manifest  the  desire  too 
much  to  the  Natives,  but  even  to  tiiem  he 
would  never  pretend  that  he  had  no  wish  to 
see  the  Native  title  extinguished.  Let  them 
give  up  that  vain  and  hypocritical  pretence, 
deal  fnLnkly  with  the  Natives,  and  show  them 
that  the  extinguishment  of  Native  title  would 
be  for  the  good  of  both.  There  existed  several, 
opponents  to  this  Land  Purchase  Department. 
First  there  was  the  old  anti-colonial  party,  who- 
said  the  Government  had  got  as  much  land  as 
it  required,  and  there  was  no  room  for  any 
more  settlers  in  the  North  Island.  Then  there 
was  that  party,  which  he  hoped  would  soon 
cease  to  exist,  which  used  to  be  opposed  to 
but  had  now  taken  up  all  the  words  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  old  anti-colonial  party.  There 
was  a  third  party  who  wanted  direct  purchase ; 
and  a  fourth  party,  having,  he  believed,  a 
majority  in  this  House,  whicm  gave  a  qualified 
approviJ  to  the  Land  Purchase  Department, 
but  thought  it  should  be  reduced  as  much  aa 
possible  at  the  present  moment,  and  wished  to 
see  a  stronger  Ministerial  and  a  stronger  local 
control  over  it.  He  declared  war  to  the  knife 
with  the  two  anti-colonial  parties,  but  with  th^ 
direct-purchase  party  he  could  in  some  mea- 
sure agree,  for  there  were  districts  in  which 
systematic  colonization  by  large  tracts  could 
not  be  carried  on.  The  advocates  of  that  party,. 
Mr.  Daldy  and  Mr.  Forsaith,  were  no  longer 
in  the  House ;  but  he  could  say  for  the  former, 
at  least,  that  the  discussions  of  this  House  had 
convinced  him  that  a  preliminary  investigation 
of  Native  title  by  the  Government  was  neces- 
sary before  a  system  of  direct  purchase  could 
be  carried  into  effect ;  and  who  could  they  find 
so  well  fitted  for  this  service  as  the  officers  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Department  ?  If  they  lost 
such  men  as  Mr.  Bogan,  how  could  they  possibly 
replace  them  ?  They  desired  the  investigation 
of  the  Native  title,  to  get  big  blocks  if  they 
could,  if  not,  to  get  small  ones ;  and  it  would 
be  foolish  for  the  House  to  dismiss,  in  the 
summary  way  which  the  reduction  of  these 
estimates  implied,  the  whole  band  of  officers  who 
had  been  so  long  painfully  engaged  in  acquiring, 
the  experience  the  Government  would  need  for 
the  future.  Sudden  changes  might  come  over 
the  Native  mind,  which  the  Government  should 
be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of.  Sudden 
tumsi  as,  for  instance,  the  extraordinary  delu- 
sion by  which  the  whole  Gaffir  nation  was  re- 
cently affected,  they  might  expect  from  a  semi- 
barbarous  people,  and  should  be  prepared  for 
them.  He  hail  reason  to  know  that  in  Tara- 
naki  the  desire  to  make  extensive  cessions  of 
territory  to  the  Government  was  on  the  in- 
crease, both  north  and  south,  on  the  x>art  of 
Natives  who  had  been  friendly  and  some  wha 
had  been  hostile.  An  offer  on  a  large  scale 
might  be  made,  and  it  was  desirable  to  be  ready 
for  such  an  event.  Large  sums  were  on  these 
estimates  for  buying  land  in  the  Northern 
Island,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  that 
some  departmental  expenditure  should  lie  kept 
up.  But  some  reductions  might  be  made.  The 
late  Native  Minister  had  taken  some  steps  in 
that  direction.    The  Commissioner  at  Hawke'a- 
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Bay  had  received  a  notification  that  his  ser- 
vices were  not  likely  to  be  required  any  longer 
in  that  capacity,  and  he  was  told  to  hold  him- 
eelf  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  south.  If 
the  present  Government  would  continue  to  act 
in  that  direction,  reducing  the  department  and 
weeding  it — for  there  were  some  officers  who 
did  no  credit  to  the  department — it  would  be 
foolish  for  the  Committee  to  deprive  the  Go- 
vernment, by  a  rash  vote,  of  the  means  of 
taking  advantage  of  opportunities.  He  would 
propose,  therefore,  to  keep  the  estimates  as 
Hhey  already  appeared,  and  to  add  a  simi  for 
purchase  in  the  Province  of  Taranaki. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  £10,000  for  the  purpose  was 
included  in  the  Appropriation  Act. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  said  that  was  satis- 
factory. Of  coarse  that  would  not  interfere 
with  His  Excellency's  policy  of  caution.  It 
was  necessary  to^be  more  than  usually  cautious 
at  present  about  buying  land,  as  large  sums  of 
money  might  thereby  be  placed  in  the  htutds 
of  Natives,  which  by  some  might  not  be  applied 
to  the  best  purposes.  He  (Mr.  Richmond^  did 
not  disapprove  of  that  policy,  but  he  disap- 
proved of  hypocritical  professions  that  they  did 
not  want  to  duj[  any  more  land. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Kew  Plymouth  had,  as  usual,  gone  out  of  his 
way  to  misrepresent  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment. While  the  Government  had  said 
they  would  suspend  temporarily  land-purchas- 
ing, they  had  always  specially  excepted  pur- 
chases E^eady  initiated,  of  which  class  alone 
were  the  items  on  these  estimates.  The 
honourable  member  had  said  there  was  a  party 
in  this  House,  meaning  his  (Mr.  Fox's),  who 
desired  that  no  more  land  should  be  acquired ; 
but  the  honourable  member  knew  very  well 
there  was  nothing 'of  the  sort.  No  member 
in  this  House  had  ever  asserted  that  no  more 
territory  ought  to  be  acquired.  Then  the 
honourable  member  had  gone  to  market  for 
the' honourable  member  for  Newton,  made  a 
direct  appeal  to  him,  asked  him  his  price,  and 
thrown  the  arms  of  direct  purchase  round  his 
neok,  but  had  not  succeeded  in  buying  him. 
When  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
month  was  in  office  he  did  not  talk  so  decidedly 
in  favour  of  direct  purchase  as  he  did  now. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  stetement 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei  was  totally  at  variance  with  the  principles 
he  had  hitherto  enressed.  By  the  arrange- 
ments of  1866  the  House  had  power  to  deter- 
mine how  much  money  should  be  expended  in 
land-porchasing  in  one  year,  and  also  to  indi- 
oate  the  speoino  lands  to  be  purchased,  the 
Oovemor  reserving  the  right  of  not  purchasing 
ftt  all.  He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  tell  the  House  whether  the  proposed 
Land  Purchase  estimates,  so  far  as  regarded 
"the  purchase  of  land,  had  or  had  not  received 
the  concurrence  of  Ministers.  Ministers  had 
laid  down  a  decided  view  that  the  present  sys- 
tem of  acquiring  land  had  inherent  evils  and 
objections,  which  made  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  suspend  purchases  for  the  present,  except 
4hose  aliea^  initiated,  till  such  time  as  the 
Mr.  C.  W.  Biohmond 


inherent  evils  were  got  rid  of  by  the  estalilish- 
ment  of  some  Court  for  the  ascertainment  of 
Native  title,  and  by  some  provision  being  made 
for  the  cession  of  Native  territory  on  fair 
grounds,  in  which  the  Natives  should  connu. 
While  that  was  a  fair  proposal,  in  which  he 
entirely  concurred,  there  was  an  inconsistencj 
in  lettmg  the  session  go  by  without  taking  say 
steps  to  establish  such  a  tribunal.  The 
honourable  member  then  read  to  the  Some 
part  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Davis,  of  Wai- 
mate,  stating  that  that  part  of  the  country  vu 
in  a  fit  state  for  the  Government  immediately 
to  commence  a  plan  of  assisting  the  NatiTea 
there  to  decide  and  fix  their  tribal  claims,  ani 
concluded  by  observing  that,  unless  this  matter 
— the  constitutional  question^were  cleared  np, 
they  would  get  into  a  difficulty  which  mi^ 
grow  very  large  when  dealt  with  by  a  new 
administrator.] 

Mr.  WELD  inquired  if  the  Oovemment  re- 
pudiated the  responsibility  for  the  expenditute 
of  the  money. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that,  if  the  House  paesed 
these  sums,  the  Government  would  undoubtedlj 
be  responsible  for  their  expenditure.  They 
would  take  the  future  responsibility,  but  not 
the  responsibility  for  recommending  the  par- 
ticular items ;  nor  had  they  advised  the  Go- 
vernor upon  them. 

Mr.  WELD. — Does  the  Government,  or  doet 
it  not,  recommend  the  House  to  pass  these 
sums? 

Mr.  MANTELL  replied  that  be  did  teeom- 
mend  the  House  to  pass  them,  with  the 
assurance  that  not  one  peimy  would  be  debited 
to  the  Land  Purchase  Fund  which  was  not 
expended  in  the  promotion  of  land-pnichaees, 
and  that  all  superfluous  officers  would  be  re- 
moved from  the  department  as  soon  as  possible. 
He  only  asked  the  House  to  vote  it  as  a  per- 
missive expenditure. 

Mr.  W^LD  said,  with  that  understanding, 
he  would  agree  to  vote  the  sums  proposed. 
They  could  not,  without  a  breach  of  faith, 
refuse  to  complete  purchases  steady  initiated. 
If  the  Government  were  going  temporarily  to 
suspend 

Mr.  FOX  remarked  that  he  had  not  said  the 
Government  would  not  avail  themselves  of  op- 
portunities they  thought  desirable. 

Mr.  WELD  said,  then  their  policy  was  just 
that  of  their  predecessors.  The  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
spoken  of  resolutions  of  this  House  having 
been  neglected,  but  the  resolution  with  regard 
to  expenditure  had  not  been  neglected;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  other  resolution,  he  was  not 
aware  that  negotiations  for  any  fresh  block  of 
land  had  been  commenced  since  that  resoln- 
tion  was  passed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  vnshed  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  constitutional  part  of  the  question.  He 
had  listened  with  great  interest  to  what  par- 
ported  to  be  the  explanation  of  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  uid 
he  could  not  understand  any  better  than  befom 
the  position  taken  by  that  honourable  member. 
The  nonourable  gentleman  had  stated  that  tiie 
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estimates  were  Mr.  McLeam's  estimateg,  and 
that  the  Native  Minister  was  only  the  Qo- 
vetnor's  mouthpiece  to  give  explanations  as  to 
the  mode  of  expenditure  of  those   estimates, 
and  the  Native   Minister  had  stated  that  he 
did  recommend  the  House  to  pass  them.    Two 
members,  sitting  at  the  same  table,  were  tak- 
ing entirely  different  views  of  the  question  of 
personal  responsibility;  but  it  was  impossible 
Responsible  Government  could  be  carried  on 
and  the  whole  Government  not  be  made  re- 
sponsible for  the  act  of  one  mepiber  of  it.    The 
present  position  had  arisen   from  the  inad- 
vertence of  the  honourable  member  at  the 
head  of  the   Government,   who   should    have 
admitted  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  that 
the  message  would   have   come   down  more 
properly  without  the  words  "  with  the  advice 
of  his  Executive  Council."    The  ordinary  esti- 
mates were  sent  down  with  exactly  the  same 
words  as  these,  which  it  was  said  were   not 
Ministers'  estimates  at  all.     What  moaning, 
then,  was  to  be  attached  to  the  use  of  those 
words?    They  all  knew  the  Governor  would 
have  sent  down  this  message  without  them, 
and  why,  then,  use  those  words  which  pledged 
the  Mimstry  to  responsibility  ?    By  the  Con- 
stitution Act  no  difference  was  made  between 
these  estimates  and  those  of  the  Customs  De- 
partment, both  alike  being  given  to  the  Go- 
Temor ;  but  it  would  not  be  said  that  the  latter 
were  to  be  voted  by  the  Governor's  direction. 
Responsible  Government  was  established  here 
by  permission  of  the  Homo  Government,  without 
restrictions,  but  the  present  Governor  thought  it 
right  to  qualify  the  concession  by  certain  reser- 
vations of  Imperial  affairs ;  but  there  was  an 
express  understanding  that,   with   respect  to 
purchase  of  land,  the  wish  of  the  House  was 
to  be  especially  consulted.     Ministers  must 
now  take  one  of  two  positions :   either  say, 
"  The  Governor  thinks  this  right ;  we  do  not 
agree  with  it,  but  reserve  our  right  to  vote  as 
we  please  on  it ;"  or  come  down  as  did  the  late 
Ministry,  identifying  themselves  with  the  mes- 
sage, and  using  the  words  "  with  the  advice  of 
his  Responsible  Advisers."    If  they  had  not 
consented  they  should  not  have  used  those 
words,  or  it  would  be  impossible  in  future  to 
tell  the  effect  of  those  words  in  a  message.    It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  honourable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  not  at  once 
admitted  the  incorrectness  of  having  used  them 
in  this  case.    It  should  be  remembered  that 
by  their  practice  now  they  were  building  up  a 
law  for  the  future.     They  were  now  in  the 
same  position  as  England  was  on  the  succession 
of  William  III.    The  practice  of  the  English 
Parliament  had  grown  up  bit  by  bit  and  be- 
<x>me  the  unwritten  law  of  the  Uuid,  which  no 
Sovereign  or  Ministry  would  ever  be  able  to 
tUsregaid.    Some  might  sneer  at  these  forms 
as  "antiquated  rubbish,"  but  by  that  practice 
of  forms  had  grown  up  the  unwritten  law  of 
England — the  strongest  law  in  the  world ;  and 
he  desired  to  see  the  forms  of  this  Legislature 
not  lightly  used  and  never  abused. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  referred  to  proposi- 
tiona  made  by  a  chief  in  the  Taranaki  District 


to  cede  or  procure  the  cession  of  the  whole  of 
the  territory  in  which  he  wm  interested  with- 
out demanding  money,  on  condition  qt  Crown- 
grants  of  certain  portions  being  issued  to  him- 
self and  his  people,  and  inquired  of  the  Native 
Minister  whether  he  could  recommend  to  His 
Excellency  the  acceptance  of  such  an  offer,  in 
case  it  should  turn  out  in  the  next  twelve 
months  not  to  be  merely  moonshine  and  talk. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  Native  chief  at  Taranaki  had  made 
such  a  proposal,  nor  did  he  think  any  chief 
there  was  in  a  position  to  make  such  a  pro- 
posal ;  and  he  much  doubted  whether,  if  any 
chief  made  such  a  proposal,  and  the  Govern- 
ment gave  the  Crown  grants  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  rest,  they  >vould  not  find  it  one  of 
the  most  expensive  investments  ever  made ; 
but  if  such  a  case  should  arise  it  must  be  dealt 
with  according  to  its  merits. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  that  Mahau  had 
distinctly  offered,  so  far  as  himself  and  his  co- 
partners were  concerned  in  certain  lands  in 
the  Puketapu  District,  to  concede  the  whole^ 
if  certain  reserves  were  granted  them  in  fee- 
simple.  If  this  could  be  done  without  political 
difficulty,  would  such  an  offer  be  one  that 
the  Native  Minister  could  recommend  to  the 
Governor  for  acceptance  ? 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
at  present  informed,  the  Government  would 
find  that  in  their  power  if  they  thought  it 
right. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  supported  the  estimates  as 
they  stood,  but  advocated  direct  purchase. 

Mr.  MASON,  referring  to  the  remarks  of  the- 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth,  said 
that  Mr.  Daldy  never  had  been  in  favour  of 
direct  purchase  without  some  investigation  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  had  been  under  a 
contrary  impression. 

Mr.  FITZHEEBEHT  at  some  length  ani- 
madverted on  the  expenditure  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  concluded  by  moving,  That  the 
three  eub-totals  be  diminished  by  £200,  £1,000,. 
and  £1,000  respectively. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  no  one  could  be  a 
stauncher  advocate  than  he  for  the  reduction 
of  this  department,  but  it  should  be  done  in  a 
more  methodicaJ  and  just  manner  than  could 
be  done  in  this  House.  Till  sufficient  infor- 
mation could  bo  obtained  it  would  be  highly 
imprudent,  and  injustice  could  scarcely  be 
avoided,  in  attempting  to  make  such  reduc- 
tion. He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  vote 
the  whole  of  this  sum. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  moved.  That  the  first 
sub-total  be  diminished  by  £500. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  exj>enditure  not  for 
land -purchase  would  not  be  charged  on  the- 
Land  Purchase  Fund. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said,  if  the  Native 
Minister  would  do  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power 
to  reduce  this  establishment  to  a  minimum,  it 
would  be  very  imprudent  to  cut  down  these 
estimates. 

Mr.  ilANTELL  said  such  was  his  firmest 
intention.     He  would  not  oppose  this  total 
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being  reduced  by  £200,  or  the  whole  estiniateg 
by  £500.  He  hoped  and  believed  the  ledao- 
tion  made  would  exceed  £600. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  to  know  how  the 
Native  Minister  proposed  to  allocate  the  gene- 
ral charges,  there  being  no  general  fond. 

Mr.  MAKTELL  said  it  would  be  apportioned 
among  the  provinces  in  which  any  action  had 
been  taken,  whether  successful  or  not. 

Mr.  FIBTH  said,  from  the  returns  that  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  he  found  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Land  Purchase  Department  from 
the  30th  June,  1860,  to  the  3l8t  March,  1861, 
had  been.  £4,047 ;  the  value  of  the  land  pur- 
chased £4,530.  That  showed  a  state  of  things 
perfectly  outrageous,  because,  if  it  was  con- 
tinued, their  small  capital  of  £49,000  which 
remained  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
would  soon  be  exhausted.  He  did  not  censure 
the  officers ;  but  the  system  was  absolutely 
rotten.  In  the  very  nature  of  things  the  sys- 
tem could  not  effect  the  services  for  which  it 
had  been  created.  When  the  Oovemment  sent 
down  Land  Commissioners  to  purchase  land 
it  was  like  a  standing  advertisement  that  they 
wanted  land,  and  the  natural  consequence  was 
that  the  Natives  declined  to  sell.  He  knew 
the  commercial  view  would  be  treated  as  a  very 
narrow  point  from  which  to  look  at  this  ques- 
tion. But,  do  as  they  might,  the  acquisition 
of  land  by  the  Government  would  still  be  looked 
upon  as  a  commercial  transaction  by  the  Na- 
tives, who  were  essentially  a  trading  people; 
and  thev  should  be  dealt  with  in  ttus  matter 
as  merchants  would  deal  with  them  in  transac- 
tion oi  ordinary  purchase.  The  Qovemment 
should  not  appear  to  be  anxiotis  to  buy,  but 
should  withdraw  the  Land  Commissioners  for 
some  years,  apprising  the  Natives  through  the 
Maori  Intelligencer  that  such  had  been  done, 
and  that  any  who  had  land  to  dispose  of  could 
send  in  a  requisition  to  a  Resident  Magistrate, 
who  would  forward  it  to  Auckland,  or  else  that 
they  must  come  to  Auckland.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Government  should  decline  to  pur- 
chase less  than  the  third  part  of  the'  tribal 
territory  in  any  district,  reserving  a  certain  pro- 
portion in  one  block,  for  which  a  Crown  grant 
would  be  givep.  The  Natives  ought  also  to  be 
required  to  survey,  or  pw  for  the  survey,  of  the 
land  which  they  wished  to  dispose  of  to  the 
Government.  He  granted  that  this  would 
have  the  effect  of  stopping  sales  for  some  years, 
but  they  would  not  be  worse  off  than  at  pre- 
sent. It  would  produce  this  good,  however, 
that  in  three  or  four  years  the  Natives  would 
oome  forward  and  seU,  for  they  could  not  do 
'without  money.  It  was  impossible  that  they 
could  go  on  manj  years  longer  as  they  were 
now  doing ;  and  m  the  meantime  they  would 
be  taught  that,  however  anxious  the  settlers 
were  far  land,  they  could  afford  to  wait  for  it 
tmtil  it  was  sold  on  reasonable  terms.  He 
:inig)it  also  advert  to  the  statement  made  in 
certain  quarters,  that  the  Natives  were  robbed 
because  they  did  not  get  more  for  their  waste 
land  from  the  Government.  Now,  he  found 
that  lost  year — speaking  from  memory — the 
United  States  Government  purchased  above 
Mr.  ManttU 


thirty  millions  of  acres  from  the  Nativei  at 
an  average  of  6d.  an  acre.  These  lands  wete 
most  fertile  ;  and  when  it  w8ls  recollected  that 
the  Qovemment  of  New  Zealand  paid  from  Is. 
an  acre  up  to  £1  per  acre,  in  some  cases,  to  Uu 
Natives,  he  thought  they  had  nothing  to  oom- 
plain  of.  He  would  not  vote  for  breaking  op 
the  department  at  a  moment's  notice,  bet,  u 
he  before  stated,  the  department  was  rottot 
to  the  core,  and  had  the  effect  of  locking  np 
the  lands  of  the  country. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  objected  to  breaking  np  the 
Land  Purchase  Department. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  vrithdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Dr.  Featbentco'i 
amendment. 

Ayes,  8. 
Oolenso  Ormond  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Firth  Benall  TeUer. 

Fitzherbert       Russell  Featherston. 


Nobs,  23. 

Atkinson 

Mason 

Taylor,  C.  J 

Cookson 

Munro,  3. 

Weld 

Creyke 

Nixon 

Wells 

Curtis 

O'Neill 

Willianuon 

Fox 

O'Borke 

Wood. 

Graham,  G. 

Bichmond,C.W. 

JolUe 

Biohmond,J.C 

TeUer. 

ManteU 

Stafford 

Ward. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. To  reduce  the  first  sub-total  by  the  som 
of  £200. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayss,  is. 


Oolenso 

O'Horke      . 

Taylor,  W.W. 

Featherston 

Renall 

Weld 

Firth 

BusseU 

7oUie 

Stafford 

TeUer. 

Monro,  J. 

Taylor.  C.  J. 

Fitzherbert 

Ormond 

Noes,  16. 

BeU 

HaU 

Richmond,  J.C 

Cookson 

Mantel] 

Ward 

Creyke 

Mason 

Wood. 

Curtis 

Nixon 

Fox 

O'Neill 

Tetter. 

Graham,  0. 

Biohmond,C.W.Atkin8on. 

Majority  against,  1. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Dr.  FBATHEBSTON  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. To  reduce  the  first  sub-total  by  the  ram 
of  £641. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Featherston 

Firth 

Fitzherbert 

Atkinson 
Bell 

Cookson    ' 
Creyke 


Atbs,  8. 
Ormond 
Benall 
BusseU 

NoKS,  34. 
Curtis 
Fox 
HaU 
JoUie 


Taylor,  W.W. 

Teller. 
Golenso. 


ManteU 
Mason 
Munro,  J. 
Nixon 
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"O'Neal  Taylor,  O.J.      WiUlanuon 

O'Borke  Ward  Wood. 

BiehmoDd,C.  W.Weld  Teller. 

Bicfamond,  J.  O.Wells  aiaham,  G. 

Stafioid 

Majority  against,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  FITZTTFiRBEBT  moved.  That  Mr.  Chair- 
man do  novr  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divi^d. 

Atbs,  6. 
Colenso  BosseU  Teller. 

Featherston       Taylor,  W.W.  Fit^erbert. 
BenaU 

Kozs,  25. 
Atkinson  JoUie  Stafford 

BeU  ManteU  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Cookson  Mason  Weld 

Creyke  Monro,  3.  Wells 

Onrtis  Nixon  Williamson 

Firth  O'Neill  Wood. 

Fox  O'Borke 

Graham,  O.        Bichmond,O.W.        Teller. 
Ball  fiichmond,  J.C.Ward. 

Majority  against,  19. 

Motion  negatived. 

Oeneral  ohiucges,  £1,841  Ss.,  agreed  to. 

District  Commissioneia,  £1,600,  read. 

Mr.  FITZHBBBEBT  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  item  be  expmiged. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Surveys,  £2,600,  read  and  agreed  to. 

Land-parchases,  £28,000,  read  andjigreedto. 

Total,  £28,441  5s. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  amendment.  To  add 
the  following  words :  "  to  be  expended  with  the 
advioe  and  consent  of  the  Executive  Comicil." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed,  That  a  snm  not  exceeding 
£28,441  58.,  to  be  expended  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Executive  Council,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  salaries, 
oosts,  and  charges  of  the  Land  Purchase  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  the  80th  of  June, 
1862. 

His  Excellency's  Message  No.  23  read. 

It  was  agreed,  That  an  additional  sum,  not 
-exceeding  £10,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  costs  and  charges  of  land -pur- 
chase at  Taranaki. 

Mr.  COLENSO  moved.  That  the  Oovemment 
ought  to  scrutinize,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
the  expenditure  of  the  Land  Purchase  Depart- 
ment, with  a  view  to  effecting  a  material  re- 
daction in  the  amount  voted  for  that  service. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  had  prepared 
daring  the  adjournment  a  series  of  resolutions, 
which  he  believed  expressed  generally  the  views 
which  the  House  took 'on  the  subject  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Department.  He  should  be 
perieotly  ready  to  make  any  alterations  that 
might  be  suggested,  his  desire  being  not  to 
raise  the  question  as  a  matter  of  private 
opinion,  bat  rather  to  endeavour  to  place  on 
record,  for  the  informatiotf  of  the  coming  Oo- 
vetnor,  some  deffnite  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 


House  on  this  snlrieot.  The  resolntions  were 
as  follows:  (1.)  That  this  Committee  has 
consented  to  vote  the  estimates  for  the  Land 
Purchase  Department  for  the  ensuing  year, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  His  ExceUency'g 
Ministers,  and  upon  the  express  declaration  by 
the -Oovemment  that  a  complete  revision  of 
that  department  is  necessary,  and  that  every 
reduction  in  the  total  expenditure  for  the  year 
will  be  made  which  the  circumstances  of  the . 
colony  shall  justify.  (2.)  That,  while  the 
Committee  has  felt  it  its  duty,  in  the  present 
juncture  of  the  colony,  not  to  refuse  to  pl^oe 
in  the  hands  of  His  Excellency  and  his  Advisers 
the  suppUes  for  which  provision  was  recom- 
mended to  be  made  in  the  Oovemor's  Message 
No.  17,  and  has  refrained  from  asking  for  even 
small  departmental  reductions  in  the  estimates 
theQ  sent  down,  the  Committee  considers  it  to 
be  no  less  a  duty  which  it  owes  to  the  just 
expectations  of  the  country  to  take  the'  occa- 
sion thereby  afforded  of  renewing  the  record  of 
its  deliberate  opinion  on  the  subject,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  brbught  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Sir  George  Grey  upon  his  as- 
suming the  Government  of  New  Zealand.  (8.) 
That  the  Committee  therefore  declares  its 
conviction  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it 
is  necessary  that  a  thorough  and  radical  change 
shall  be  made  in  the  organization  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Department.  (4.)  That  an  indispens- 
able ste^  to  reform  must  be  the  total  separation, 
so  often  insisted  upon  by  the  House  of  Bepresen- 
tatives,  between  land-purchasing  and  political 
functions,  so  that,  as  far  as  the  inherent  diffi- 
culties of  the  case  will  admit,  no  officer  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Department  shall  ever  be  en- 
gaged in  political  duties.  (5.)  That  any  recon- 
struction of  the  Land  Purchase  Department  on 
a  satisfactory  basis  necessarily  involves  also 
an  entire  reorganization  of  the  political  branch 
of  the  service,  and  that  no  such  reorganization 
will  be  effectual  or  satisfactory  to  the  country 
which  does  not,  while  fully  recognizing  and 
securing  to  the  Governor  both  the  initiative 
and  the  decision  where  Imperial  interests  are 
involved,  place  the  conduct  of  the  ordinary 
business  of  Native  administration  under  re- 
sponsibility to  the  Assembly.  (6.)  That, 
while  the  Committee  believes  that  provision 
will  be  made  to  whatever  amount  shall  be  re- 
quisite for  organizing  the  Native  service  on  a 
sound  and  efficient  basis,  so  as  alike  to  retain 
the  good  will  of  the  Natives  and  create  the 
confidence  which  has  never  yet  been  felt  by 
the  colonists,  the  Committee  declares  its  con- 
viction that  this  House  cannot  justly  be  ex- 
pected in  any  future  session  to  pass  estimates 
for  perpetuating  the  existing  system. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  his  cordial  support  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace ;  they  contained  opinions  which  had  been 
expressed  in  the  House  on  this  matter  on  many 
previous  occasions. 

The  debate  was  then  adjoomed. 

Mr.  MASON  moved,  That  a  respectfal  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, requesting  that  His  Excellency  will 
cause  the  sum  of  £50  to  be  placed  on  the  eati- 
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mates  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  Assistant  Private  Secretary. 

Motion  negatived. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 
'    The  Appropriation  Bill  vras  read  a-  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's 
resolutions. 

Mr.  C.  W.  RICHMOND  stated  that,  whUe 
he  could  assent  to  the  first  three  of  the  series, 
he  felt  obliged  to  dissent  from  the  others. 

The  resolutions  were  divided  into  two  parts, 
which  parts  were  put  separately. 

Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  resolutions  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLENSO  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  moved.  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  it  is  just  that, 
whenever  officers  of  the  Land  Purchase  De- 
partment shall  be  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  any  public  duty  unconnected  witli  tlio  pur- 
chase of  land,  the  salaries  of  such  oiilcers 
whilst  so  engaged  should  not  be  charged  upon 
the  funds  set  apart  for  the  extinguishment  of 
Native  title  in  the  Northern  Island. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  it  is  advisable  that  the  fines 
levied  under  the  Militia  Acts  should  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  uses  of  the  several  corps  by 
which  such  fines  are  paid. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That  this  Committee  re- 
commend the  confirmation  of  the  arrangement 
entered  into  between  the  Imperial  and  Colo- 
nial Oovernments  as  defined  m  Mr.  Stafiord's 
minute  of  the  8th  September,  1858,  and  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1860,  which  limits  the  contribution  of 
the  colony  towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Imperial  troops  to  the  sum  of  £5  per  head  for 
all  the  troops  employed  in  the  colony.  And 
that,  tmder  the  circumstances,  the  Committee 
further  recommend  acquiescence  in  the  demand 
of  the  Imperial  Government  for  payment  of 
the  cost  of  the  Taranaki  Barracks,  as  stated  in 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  above  men- 
tioned. 

tlotion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved,  That,  pending 
the  final  apportionment  of  the  permanent  debt 
of  the  Province  of  Wellington  between  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay,  this 
House  will  authorize,  out  of  the  moneys  which 
will  accrue  due  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Province 
of  Hawke's  Bay  during  the  current  financial 
year  under  "  The  Surplus  Revenue  Act,  1858," 
and  "The  Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act, 
1858,"  an  advance  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Wellington  of  the  sum  of  £2,500  on 
Account  of  the  interest  accruing  upon  such  per- 
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manent  debt,  such  payment  to  be  taken  into 
account  on  the  final  apportionment  of  the  stid 
debt  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  advuice» 
of  £2,500  on  the  9th  June,  1860  ;  of  £2,500  on 
the  12th  February,  1861 ;  and  of  £3,000  on  th« 
11th  May,  1861,  respectively,  heretofore  made 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on  the  same  account 
out  of  the  land-purchase  sixths  of  the  Province 
of  Hawke's  Bay.  Provided  that  such  payment 
shall  not  prejudice  the  question  of  amount  of 
either  principal  or  interest  on  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  whole  qaestion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  Honse, 
and  agreed  to. 

PROVINCUL  LOANS. 
Mr.  0.  W.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair,  and  the  Eoose 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
consider  the  following  resolutions :  1.  That 
no  further  loans  ought  to  be  contracted  b; 
any  Provincial  Legislature  upon  the  secnri^ 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  ute  province,  i. 
That  loans  upon  the  security  of  the  land  reve- 
nue  contracted  by  any  Provincial  LegisUture 
ought  to  be  permanently  appropriated,  by  ttie 
ordiiiance  for  raising  the  same,  or  by  some  con- 
temporaneous ordinance,  for  tho  promoticoi  d 
inmiigTation  or  for  the  execution  of  pnblic 
works  within  the  province  or  within  some  pu^ 
ticular  district  to  be  specified  in  such  ordi- 
nance ;  and  ought  to  be  thereby  made  a  fint 
charge  upon  'some  proportion,  not  being  tes 
than  one:fourth  part,  of  the  proceeds  i^  the 
land  sales  of  such  province  or  district,  sod  to 
be  repaid  accordingly.  8.  That  every  ordi- 
nance raising  a  loan  on  the  secnrity  of  Isnds 
granted  to  the  Superintendent  of  any  province 
under  "  The  PubUc  Reserves  Act,  18M,"  ot  on 
other  special  security,  ought  to  contain  tbe 
following  provisions :  (1.)  A  declaration  ex- 
pressly exonerating  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 
vince from  all  liability  for  the  repayment  of 
such  loan  and  the  interest  thereof,  to  the 
intent  that  the  public  credit  of  the  province 
may  not  be  impaired  by  such  loan,  and  th&t 
the  persons  advancing  the  same  may  look  only 
to  the  security  of  the  lands  chsurged.  |^.) 
A  specific  appropriation  of  the  moneys  to  be 
raised.  (3.)  Provision  for  the  payment  and 
due  investment,  in  the  names  of  persons  to  be 
from  time  to  time  approved  of  by  tne  Governor, 
of  a  sinking  fund  adequate  to  liquidate  the 
principal  sum  of  such  loan  within  a  period  not 
exceeding  twenty  years.  (4.)  That,  befoi«  my 
lands  granted  under  "  The  PubUo  Reserves  Act, 
1854,"  or  otherwise  held  upon  any  special  trus; 
by  the  Superintendent  of  a  province  shall  he 
charged  by  any  such  ordinance,  it  ought  first  to 
be  proved  by  sufficient  evidence  that  tiie  annual 
inct^me  actually  accruing  from  the  lands  in 
question  is  adequate  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
loan  raised  and  the  sinking  fund  for  Uquidaticg 
the  same.  (5.)  That  it  will  be  the  du^  of  Hi* 
Excellency's  Responsible  Ministers  to  odrise 
that  His  Excellency's  assent  be  withheld  from 
any  provincial  loan  oidinaace  the  provisions  of 
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which  may  not  be  in  confonnity  with  the  fore- 
going lesolutions.  (6.)  That  no  loan  ought  to 
be  raised  upon  the  security,  wholly  or  partially, 
of  the  expected  profits  of  any  railway,  harbour- 
intake,  or  other  public  work  undertaken  by  any 
Provincial  Government,  until  such  undertaking 
shall  have  received  the  approbation,  not  only 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  province,  but  also  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn  until  eleven  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
pjn. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Saturday,  7th  September,  1861. 


ProrogatloD. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  ten 
o'clock  ajn. 

Pbatebb. 

PROROGATION. 

At  twelve  o'clock  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
rESSon  entered  the  Council  Chamber  and 
took  the  chair. 

A  summons  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  commanding  the  attendance 
of  members  in  the  Council  Chamber  ; 

Who,  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, said, — 
Mat  it  please  toub  Exceixemct, — 

We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects 
the  Representatives  of  New  Zealand  have  not 
failed  to  give  our  earnest  and  diligent  attention 
to  the  different  subjects  contained  in  the  Speech 
which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  address 
to  us  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

In  particular,  the  unquiet  state  of  the  abori- 
ginal people  of  this  colony  has  occupied  much 
of  oar  attention,  necessitating  the  considera- 
tion of  measures  for  the  security  of  the  more 
exposed  parts  of  the  country,  and  requiring 
that  we  should  make  arrangements  to  take 
upon  ourselves  a  proportionate  share  of  the 
accompanying  expenses. 

We  trust  that  the  measures  wa  have  adopted, 
may  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony  generally,  and 
in  particular  that  they  may  not  be  without 
their  use  in  restoring  confidence  and  tran- 
quility, and  that  by  their  means  the  Imperial 
Government  may  be  assisted  in  asserting  the 
supremacy  of  the  law  and  the  authority  of  the 
Qneen. 

For  these  and  other  purposes  connected  with 
the  public  service  it  has  been  the  duty  as  well 
as  the  special  privilege  of  Her  Majesty's  faith- 
ful subjects  the  Representatives  of  New  Zea- 
land to  make  just  and  ample  provision,  and  it 
is  in  their  name  that  I  pray  your  Excellency's 
assent,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty, 'to  the  Bill  which  I  now  have  the 
honour  to  present. 

1861— z 


Mr.  Spsaksk  then  presented  the  Appropria- 
UonBiU.  • 

His  Excellency  the  GOVERNOR,  in  Her 
Majesty's  name,  assented  to  the  Act. 

His  EXCELLENCY  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : — 

HoNonBABi.B  Gentlemen  of  the  Leoisi.ativs 

Council,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

Repbesentatites, — 

Being  advised  that  the  business  of  the  conn- 
try  no  longer  requires  your  continuan,ce  in 
session,  I  now  release  you  from  your  legisla- 
tive duties. 

I  thank  you  for  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  expressed  your  readiness  to  aid  the  Im- 
perial Government  in  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order  and  the  preservation  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  colony,  as  well  as  for  the  readi- 
ness with  wHich  you  have  seconded  my  efforts 
in  that  direction,  and  recognized  my  desire  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
Gentlemen  o~f  the  House  of  Refbesenta-  ' 

TIVBS, — 

I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have 
so  liberally  voted  for  the  public  service,  more 
especially  for  those  intended  for  the  benefit  and 
advancement  of  the  aboriginal  natives,  and 
assure  you  that  those  supplies  shall  be  econo- 
mically administered. 

I  have  much  satisfaction  in  informing  yon 
that  the  revenue  is  increasing,  and  that  the 
recent  discoveries  of  gold  in  large  quantities, 
apart  from  other  normal  causes,  leave  no  doubt 
of  such  an  increase  of  population  as  will  add 
largely  to  and  permanently  maintain  the  reve- 
nue of  the  colony. 

HONOUBABLE  GENTLEMEN   AND   GENTLEMEN, — 

The  Act  for  giving  legal  force  to  the  regula- 
tionS'Of  the  Registrar-General  of  Deeds  will,  I 
trust,  result  in  great  and  lasting  improvements 
in  the  transfer  of  landed  property — a  subject 
second  in  importance  to  few  ever  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

I  have  assented  with  pleasure  to  the  useful 
measures  which  you  have  passed  on  many  other 
subjects,  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  colony. 

This  being  the  last  time  on  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  address  this  Assembly,  I 
te^e  advantage  of  it  to  offer  personally  to  the 
honourable  gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives my  warm  thanks  for  the  great  courtesy  I 
have  invariably  received  from  them. 

I  now  declare  this  Assembly  to  stand  pro- 
rogued to  Monday,  the  seventh  of  October 
next. 


HOUSE    OF   REPEESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  7th  September,  1861. 
Business  of  Session— Prorogation. 
Mr.  Speazeb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clock. 

PSATEBS. 
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BUSINESS  OP  SESSION. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  might  be  interesting 
to  the  House  to  know  the  amount  of  the  busi- 
ness gone  through  this  session.  The  House 
had  sat  altogether  fifty-six  days;  sixty  Bills 
had  been  initiated,  of  which  thirty -five  had 
been  assented  to,  five  reserved  for  the  Qneen's 
assent,  one  still  remained  for  presentation  to 
the  Governor,  one  had  lapsed  in  Select  Com- 
mittee, fifteen  had  lapsed  in  this  House,  and 
three  in  the  Legislative  Council. 


PROROGATION. 

At  twelve  o'clock  a  message  was  reoeiTed 
from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  commaDl- 
ing  the  attention  of  honourable  memben  in 
the  Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speaker,  accompanied  by  membea,  lod 
preceded  by  the  Scrjeant-at-Anns  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  OoancS 
Chamber,  when  the  Governor  delivered  & 
Speech  to  the  members  of  both  Houses,  and 
declared  the  Assembly  to  stand,  prorogued  to 
Monday,  the  7th  day  of  October  next 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAME  NTAEY   DEBATES. 


Zctariti  Session  of  iifz  Eftirtr  parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  7th  July,  1862. 


Opening  of  Parliament— No  House. 

OPEKING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 
Pakluicent  was  prorogned  on  Satuiday,  the 
7th  September,  1861,  to  the  7th  October; 
thence  to  the  7th  December ;  thence  to  the 
5th  Febmary,  1862 ;  thence  to  the  7th  April, 
thence  to  the  26th  June ;  thence  to  the  30th 
Jnne;  thence  to  the  7th  July,  on  which  day 
it  met,  at  Wellington,  for  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  Hon  the  Spieaesb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coun- 
cil then  adjonmod. 


HOUSE  OF    EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Jioaday,  7th  July,  1662. 

Adjoamment. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 
Pbatsbs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Ttietday,  8th  July,  1862. 

Adjoamment. 

The  HoiL  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

PajLTEBS. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVBS. 
Tuesday,  8th  July,  1862. 

No  House. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not    being   a   quorum  present,   Mr. 
SPEAKEB  declared  the  House  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  9th  July,  1862. 

Adjournment 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  9th  July,  1862. 

No  Honse. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  ehair  at  five  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
No  members  being  present,  Mr.  SPEAKER 
declared  the  House  E^joumed. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  10th  July,  1862. 

No  Honse. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clook. 

Pbatebs. 
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NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coun- 
cil tdhen  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  10th.  July,  1862. 


No  Houee. 


Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Fb&yxbs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
No  members  being  present,  Mr.  SPEAKER 
declared  the  House  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  11th  July,  1862. 


Mo  House. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeaebb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coun- 
cil then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  11th  July,  1862. 


Adjonmment. 


Mr.  Spbaseb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  House  adjourn  till 
Monday  at  twelve. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  suggested  that,  a  doubt  having 
arisen  in  the  minds  of  many  honourable  mem- 
bers that  they  could  not  legally  meat  for 
business,  it  would  be  well  that  such  a  doubt 
should  be  set  at  rest  by  the  Ministry  expressing 
their  opinion  on  the  question.  If  the  idea  were 
correct,  honourable  members  had  better  return 
at  once  to  their  homes  and  avocations,  rather 
than  remain  wasting  their  time  at  Cook  Strait. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  taken  every 
mectns  to  ascertain  what  was  the  proper  course 
.  the  House  should  adopt  to  place  itself  in  the 
best  position  to  commence  business  with  the 
least  delay,  and  to  cause  members  as  little  in- 
convenience as  possible.  After  mature  con- 
sideration, the  Hdn.  the  Speaker  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  himself  were  of  opinion  that, 
until  the  Qovemor  had  formally  addressed  these 
Houses,  it  would  be  irregular  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  business;  and  the  only  motion 
which  he  conceived  himself  authorized  to  put 
from  the  chair  was  a  formal  motion  for  ad- 
journment, which  would  hardly  be  considered 
as  business.  [He  then  read  a  passage  from 
May's   "Parliamentary   Practice,"  on  which 


they  had  chiefly  relied  in  coming  to  this  con- 
clusion.] 

The    House   then   adjourned   until  twehe 
o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  14th  July,  1862. 


Opening  of  Farliament— Oovernor'a  Speech— Otth 
of  Allegiance— New  Members — lunntea. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  tm 
o'clock. 

OPENING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  then  read  to  the 
Council  the  following  letter : — 

"  Colonial  Spcretary's  Office, 

"  Wellington,  14th  July,  1862. 
"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yoo 
that,  the  Governor  having  arrived  at  Welling- 
ton, His  Excellency  will  address  the  Hona6i 
of  the  General  Assembly  this  day  at  3  pjn., 
at  the  Provincial  Offices. — I  have,  &e., 

"WnxiAM  Fox. 
"  The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

"  of  the  Legislative  Council."     , 
Shortly     afterwards    His    Excellency    tiie 
OovEBNOB  entered  the  Chamber  and  took  &e 
chair. 

A  message  wels  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  desiring  the  attendance  of 
members  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, vrith  their  Speaker,  accordingly  at- 
tended. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
His  EXCELLENCY  was  pleased  to  deliver 
the  following  speech : — 

HOXOUBABLB  GENTLEMEN  OP  THE  LEOI8I.1TTVB 

Council,  and  Oentlbmen  or  the  House  or 
Repbesektatives, — 

1.  Since  the  last  session  of  the  Genenl 
Assembly  a  great  calamity,  in  the  death  of  het 
illustrious  Consort  Prince  Albert,  has  befallen 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty.  This  sad  evmt 
has  touched  the  heart  of  her  people  in  every 
part  of  her  dominions.  I  take  this  the  earliest 
public  opportunity  of  expressing  that  deep  and 
respectful  sympathy  for  Her  Majesty  which  I 
am  well  aware  is  shared  by  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand,  and  which  has  been  fully  shoim 
by  the  numerous  addresses  of  condolence  which 
have  alreeidy  been  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty. 

2.  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  meeting,  ix 
the  first  time  since  my  return  to  this  colony, 
the  General  Assembly,  which  is  so  important 
a  branch  of  those  institutions  of  self-govern- 
ment which  have  been  bestowed  upon  it  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament.  During  my  abaenoe 
from  the  colony  I  have  watoh^  with  deep 
interest  the  working  of  those  institutions,  uu 
on  my  return  have  been  much  gratified  by 
witnessing  the  result.  The  progress  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole  appears  to  have  been  steady 
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and  rapid.  Settlements  Avbioh  at  the  period 
of  my  leaving  ^reie  in  theii  earliest  infancy 
have  grown  into  populous,  wealthy,  and  flourish- 
ing piovinoes,  exhibiting  a  healthy  vitality, 
wtuoh  appears  attributable  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  large  amount  of  local  self-government 
which  forms  so  prominent  an  element  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  colony. 

3.  But,  while  there  is  so  much  room  for  con- 
gratulation to  be  found  in  the  general  progress 
of  the  colony,  the  unsatisfactory  relations 
which  have  grown  up  between  a  portion  of  the 
Maori  race  and  the  Government  are  a  source  of. 
deep  regret.  In  the  attempt  which  it  is  my 
dn^  to  make  to  restore  the  friendly  relations 
^lich  formerly  existed,  my  hope  of  success 
rests  mainly,  under  Divine  providence,  on  the 
co-operation  and  support  which  I  may  receive 
from  the  colonists,  and  the  resources  you  may 
place  at  my  disposal.  It  is  an  arduous  task, 
only  to  be  effected  by  earnest  and  persevering 
excstion  made  in  the  spirit  which  becomes  a 
great  and  civilized  nation  in  its  dealings  with  a 
people  but  partially  reclaimed  from  barbarism, 
and  very  imperfectly  enlightened.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  not  unmindful  of  what  is 
doe  to  the  European  population  which,  rely- 
ing on  well  known  treaties  and  guarantees,  has 
made  this  country  its  adopted  home,  and  is 
entitled  to  expect  that  the  progress  of  coloniza- 
tion shall  not  be  unnecessarily  or  improperly 
obstracted. 

4.  Documents  will  be  laid  before  you  which 
will  show  you  the  character  of  some  of  the 
institntions  by  which  I  hope  to  confirm  the 
attachment  to  the  Government  of  those  Native 
tribes  which  have  hitherto  continued  friendly, 
to  restore  the  confidence  of  those  which  have 
unhappily  been  alienated,  and  gradually  to 
elevate  the  race  to  a  higher  level  of  civilization. 
Some  pn^ess,  necessarily  limited  by  circum- 
stances and  by  the  extent  of  the  resources  at 
my  disposal,  has  already  been  made  in  the  in- 


ttodnction  of  those  institutions.  How  far  this 
has  been  done,  and  what  success  has  hitherto 
attended  it,  you  will  learn  from  the  reports  of 
the  Civil  Commissioners  and  Resident  Magis- 
trates who  have  been  engaged  in  the  work,  and 
which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

5.  In  framing  the  institutions  referred  to, 
yon  will  observe  that  I  have  endeavoured  to 
avail  myself,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  machinery 
provided  by  certain  Acts  passed  by  you  in  your 
session  of  1858,  and  other  existing  laws  of  the 
colony.  It  is  desirable,  however,  that  the 
powers  conferred  by  those  Acts  should  be  in 
some  respects  enlarged,  and  Bills  will  be  laid 
before  you  for  that  purpose.  I  have  found  also 
that  great  impediments  exist  in  the  way  of 
enabling  the  Natives  to  deal  with  their  lands, 
and  particularly  in  the  administration  of  Na- 
tive reserves,  the  individualization  of  Native 
title,  and  the  issue  of  Crown  grants  to  Natives. 
Bills  wiU  be  laid  before  you  which  have  for 
their  object  the  removal  of  the  impediments 
referred  to,  and  the  amendment,  in  several  par- 
ticolars,  of  the  existing  law  on  those  subjects. 

6.  I  have  hitherto  had  no  occasion,  and  hope 
that  I  shall  have  none  hereafter,  to  employ  the 


military  forces  in  any  active  field  operations. 
Shortly  after  my  arrival  in  this  colony,  how- 
ever, I  becshme  aware  that  the  southern  frontier 
of  the  settled  portion  of  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land was  entuely  unprovided  with  a  line  of 
defence  against  the  quarter  from  which,  in  case 
of  further  insurrection,  an  attack  was  most 
likely  to  be  made,  and  that  the  absence  of  roads 
would  render  it  impossible  to  move  troops 
further  inland  than  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
from  the  Town  of  Auckland,  so  that  insurgents 
might  have  approached  within  that  distance  of 
the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  population  of 
a  large  part  of  the  province  been  involved  in 
destruction  and  ruin.  I  therefore  lost  no  time 
in  requesting  the  o£5cer  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  forces  to  employ  a  portion  of  the 
troops  under  his  command  in  completing,  to 
the  Danks  of  the  Waikato  River,  the  Great 
Southern  Trunk  Road.  That  officer  responded 
to  my  request  with  the  greatest  promptitude. 
The  works  were  commenced  in  January,  and  a 
metalled  road  is  now  all  but  completed  to  the 
banks  of  the  Waikato,  where  a  muitary  post  is 
established  commanding  that  river,  and  pre- 
senting a  barrier  to  any  hostile  attempt  against 
Auckland  from  that  quarter.  I  gladly  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  been 
so  employed,  and  who  have  continued  their 
operations  to  a  far  advanced  period  of  an 
unusually  severe  and  rainy  season.  At  Tara- 
naki  works  of  a  similar  class  have  been  com- 
menced by  the  Militia,  tuid  I  hope  shortly  to 
undertake  operations  of  the  same  character  in 
other  districts.  These  works,  while  greatly 
contributing  to  the  security  of  the  settlements, 
will  largely  and  permanently  benefit  them  in 
other  respects.  Their  construction  will  neces- 
sarily involve  a  considerable  outlay,  and  a  Bill 
will  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  which  it  will  be  proposed  to  authorize  the 
Government  to  raise  a  loan  not  exceeding 
£100,000  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  neces- 
sary outlay.  It  IS  proposed  to  charge  this  loan 
on  the  Northern  Island,  and  ultimately|to 
allocate  it  prcportionably  to  the  several  pro- 
vinces in  which  it  may  be  expended. 

7.  Her  Majesty's  Gkivemment  has  repeatedly 
expressed  its  anxious  desire  to  learn  that  the 
colony  has  taken  effective  steps  towards  local 
self-defence  by  the  creation  of  a  Militia  force.  It 
is  extremely  desirable  that  greater  preparation 
should  be  made  in  that  particular.  To  enable 
this  to  be  done,  a  Bill  will  be  laid  before  yon 
for  the  better  organization  of  Militia  and 
Volunteer  forces,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  en- 
couragement which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the 
latter  may  result  in  the  mcreased  strength 
and  efficiency  of  such  corps.  I  cannot  con- 
clude this  subject  without  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Auckland  Volunteer  corps  whioh 
lately  took  the  garrison  duty  of  that  province, 
thus  enabling  a  considerably  larger  number  of 
troops  to  be  employed  in  the  construction  of 
the  military  load  than  could  have  otherwim 
been  detached  for  that  duty. 

8.  The  rapid  growth,  of  the  settlements  in 
the  Middle  Isluid,  and  the  sudden  develop- 
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ment  of  -their  resources,  arisihg  in  a  great  de- 
gree from  the  discovery  of  gold  and  other 
mineral  wealth,  will  probably  have  suggested 
to  you  the  expediency  of  making  some  further 
provision  for  the  administration  of  the  General 
Government  in  that  Island.  I  trust  also  that 
the  arrangements  which  have  lately  been  made 
for  the  increase  of  the  steam  postal  service 
between  the  Northern  and  Middle  Islands  will 
be  found  greatly  to  lessen  the  inconvenience 
which  has  no  doubt  hitherto  existed. 

The  late  unfortunate  loss  of  the  "White 
Swan  "  vrill,  I  trust,  not  involve  more  than  a 
▼ery  temporary  and  partial  derangement  of  the 
service.  I  cannot,  however,  allude  to  that 
event  without  expressing  the  gratitude  which 
is  due  to  Almighty  God  for  the  preservation  of 
80  many  valuable  lives  as  were  in  peril  on  that 
occasion ;  and  also  the  deep  sense  which  is 
entertained  by  my  Government  of  the  very 
great  kindness  and  hospitality  which  were 
exercised  towards  the  shipwrecked  persons  by 
Mr.  John  Moore,  the  resident  proprietor  of  the 
station  near  to  which  the  wreck  occurred. 

OENTI.ZMEN   OP  THE    HOUSE   OP   RePBESENTA- 
TIVB3, — 

9.  The  estimates  for  the  financial  year  will 
be  laid  before  you  without  delay.  They  have 
been  framed  in  the  same  spirit  of  economy  as  I 
truBt  you  will  find  has  directed  the  expenditure 
of  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment by  your  last  Appropriation  Act. 

It  is  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Colonial 
Government  relative  to  the  cost  of  the  military 
operations  which  have  taken  place  since  the 
outbreak  at  Taranaki ;  and  I  have  to  request 
that  ycm  will  enable  me  to  state  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  what  proportion  of  the  cost 
the  colony  will  be  prepared  to  take  upon  itself. 

HONOUBABLE  GeHTLEMEN  OP  TBE  LEOISIiATTVE 

CoDMCiL,  ASD  Gentlemen  op  tbe  House  op 

Bepbesentatites, — 
.  10.  The  census  which  was  taken  on  the  16th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  1861,  is  in  course 
of  compilation,  and  will  very  shortly  be  pub- 
lished. In  the  meantime  a  full  abstract  of  all 
the  most  important  returns  will  be  laid  before 
yon.  A  comparison  of  this  census  with  that  of 
1858  will  be  found  to  exhibit  a  most  satisfac- 
tory result. 

11.  In  conclusion,  I  earnestly  hope  that  the 
Supreme  Buler  of  the  world,  who  controls  and 
directs  all  human  events,  may  so  inspire  your 
counsels  with  wisdom,  and  so  support  me  in 
the  execution  of  my  duty,  that  our  joint  efforts 
to  secure  the  peace  and  advancement  of  this 
country  may  be  crowned  with  success. 

His  ExcELLEHOT,  having  handed  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  a  copy  of  his  Speech,  withdrew. 
•The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair. 

Fkatebs. 

OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  then  read  a  Com- 
mission authorizing  hifn  to  administer  the  oath 
Of  allegiance  to  members  of  the  Coonoil. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  did  administer  the 
oath  to  the  members  who  appeared,  wliicli 
being  done,  and  the  members  having  subsciibed 
the  oath,  they  took  their  seats  in  the  CoonciL 

NEW  MEMBERS. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  notified  th»t  he 
had  received  a  communication  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  effect  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  had  been  pleased  to  issue  writs  of 
summons  calling  to  the  Legislative  Cotmeil 
John  Anderson  Gilfillan,  Esq.,  of  Auckland; 
Robert  Stokes,  Esq.,  of  Wellington;  and  Henij 
Russell,  Esq.,  of  Mount  Herbert,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Hawke's  Bay. 

MINUTES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved.  That  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  do  take  the  pleasure  of  this 
Council  whether  the  Speaker  do  sign  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Council 
from  the  7th  to  the  14th  of  this  instant,  July, 
as  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed,  That  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  do 
sign  the  minutes  as  now  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPSESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  14th  July,  1862. 


Opening  of  Parliament— Beaignations— New  Meo- 
bers— First  Beading— Governor's  Speech— Mun- 
ksa— Despatches. 

>Ir.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  read  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Colonial  Secretary,  announcihg  tiiat 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  had  arrived  ia 
Wellington,  and  would  address  the  Houses  of 
the  General  Assembly  this  day,  at  two  o'clock. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  desiring  the  attendance  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speakeb,  accompanied  by  members,  and 
preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  Council 
Chamber,  and,  after  a  short  absence,  returned. 

RESIGNATIONS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  House  that  tiu 
following  members  had  resigned  their  seats: 
Thomtks  Rowley,  Esq.,  District  of  EUesmere; 
George  Williamson  Hall,  Esq.,  District  of 
Heathcote;  Edward  McGlashan,  Esq.,  CJh 
of  Dunedin ;  Christopher  William  Riohmand, 
Esq.,  Town  of  New  Plymouth ;  Josiah  Clifton 
Firth,  Esq.,  Auckland  City  West,  and  Alfred 
Richard  Creyke,  Esq.,  District  of  Avon;  and 
that  Charles  Kettle,  Esq.,  District  of  Brace, 
had  died  during  the  recess. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 
A  commission  was    read,    aathorizing    Mr. 
Speaker   to  administer   to   msmbets  at  ths 
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Eonse  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
Act. 

The  following  members  were  severallj  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Speaker:  Thomas  Bannatyne 
Gillies,  Esq.,  Bruce  District ;  James  William- 
son, Esq.,  Auckland  City  West ;  William  Sefton 
Hoorhouse,  Esq.,  Heathcote  District;  James 
Edward  FitzGerald,  Esq.,  Ellesmera  District; 
Isaac  Newton  Watt,  Esq.,  Town  of  New  Ply- 
moath ;  John  Larkins  Cheese  Riohaxdson,  Esq., 
City  of  Dunedin;  who  having  subscribed  the 
oatii  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Naturalization  Bill. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  SPE.\KER  reported  that,  when  the 
House,  in  obedience  to  summons,  attended 
upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  Chamber,  His  Excellency  was 
^eased  to  make  a  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  of  which  he  had,  for  greater  ac- 
curacy, obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the 
House. 

MANUKAU. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIA5IS0N  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  make  provision  on 
the  estimates  for  buoying  the  southern  channel 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Manukau.  He  believed 
tiiat  such  was  the  intention ;  but  his  object  in 
putting  the  question  at  that  time  was  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  given  to  have  it  publicly 
stated  before  the  "  Worsley  "  left. 

Mr.  WOOD  replied  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  place  a  sum  of  money  on 
the  estimates  for  that  purpose. 

DESPATCHES. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  inquired  when  the  House 
might  be  expected  to  have  before  them  the 
despatches  by  the  April  mail  from  the  Colonial 
0£|ce.  It  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  House 
to  be  informed  whether  anything  further  had 
been  received  with  reference  to  the  relations 
between  the  Governor  and  Ministry  on  Native 
questions. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  despatch  of  importance  but  what  had 
already  been  laid  before  the  House,  or  would  be 
in  a  few  days,  some  few  documents  being  not 
yet  before  them  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
fortunate loss  of  the  "  White  Swan  ; "  but  on 
the  subject  to  which  the  honourable  member 
ilhided  he  did  not  think  any  important  de- 
spatch had  been  received. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday 
next. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  15th  July,  1862. 

(kmititntion  of  Cooncil— Address  in  Beply— Gonrt  of 
Appeal  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPBAXsatook  the  ohaix  at  two 
o'olook. 

P&ITSBS. 


CONSTITUTION  OP  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  bring  in  any  Bill  fixing  a 
limit  to  the  nimiber  of  members  of  the  Legidck- 
tive  Council  during  the  currency  of  any  Assem- 
bly or  in  any  other  way.  He  said  it  appeared 
from  one  of  the  despatches  laid  on  the  table 
yesterday  that  the  Imperial  Government  had 
authorized  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  without  fixing  any  limit  to  the 
number.  The  despatch  implied  that  some  limit 
should  be  fixed  by  the  Council  itself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  replied  that  the 
Government  were  not  prepared  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  limiting  the  number  of  members  and  tend- 
ing to  interfere  with  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  to  prepare  an 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Governor's  Speech  ; 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Major 
Richmond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stokes,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell,  and  the 
mover. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  would  ob- 
serve that,  by  the  custom  of  referring  the  pre- 
paration of  a  reply  to  a  Select  Committee 
hitherto  followed,  the  most  important  subjects 
of  His  Excellency's  Speech  were  passed  over  al- 
most without  remark,  and  that  they  received  no 
attention.  There  was  one  matter  of  the  great- 
est importance — the  Native  question — which, 
unless  brought  before  the  Council  in  the  shape 
of  a  resolution,  did  not  receive  the  attention  its 
importance  demanded.  If  it  was  a  general 
understanding  that  a  debate  should  take  place 
when  the  Address  was  brought  up  for  the  con- 
sideration, of  the  Council  he  would  not  now  say 
more ;  but,  if  the  result  of  the  present  mode  of 
procedure  was  to  make  the  discussion  of  that 
or  other  important  questions  subsidiary,  he 
did  not  thin^  it  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  nor  would  it  add  to  the  repute  of 
the  Covmoil  itself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  obtained  leave  to 
add  the  words,  "the  Committee  to  bring  up 
their  report  on  Thursday  next." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 

Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  constituting  a  Court  of  Appeal.  He 
observed  that,  after  the  Bill  had  passed  through 
the  first  and  second  readings,  he  would  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  constitute  a  Court  of 
Appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court — a  tribuntkl 
where  the  Judges  would  be  brought  together 
when  required  to  consider  points  of  more  than 
ordinary  difficulty,  and  by  which  decisions 
would  be  given  that  would  form  satisfactory 
guides  for  future  cases. 

His  Honour  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  seconded 
the  motion,  and  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  had  to  apologize  to 
the  House  for  not  having  the  Bill  now  to  move 
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the  first  reading.  He  was  afraid  he  would 
have  to  apologise  for  many  other  papers — the 
fact  was,  they  had  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  He  had  one  copy,  bat  it  was  in  the 
printer's  hands. 

He  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  first  time 
'  on  Thursday  next. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  introduced. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  16th  July,  1862. 


Minntes— "Miners'  FrancblEe  Act,  I860"— Bepre- 
sentation  of  Otago— Address  to  Her  Majesty — 
Private  Bills  — Standing  Orders- Select  Com- 
mittees—First Boadings- Leave  of  Absence 
— Address  in  Beply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

MINtJTES. 

The  minutes  of  Monday's  sitting  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  CAELETON  said  he  wished  to  make  a 
few  observations  before  the  minutes  were  signed 
— at  least,  in  their  present  form.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  had  been  irregular,  and  he 
nnderatood  that  some  members  were  absolutely 
near  losing  their  seats  by  a  prorogation  which 
was  intended.  He  believed  that  it  was  quite 
competent  for  Mr.  Speaker  to  have  taken  the 
chair  on  Saturday  last,  to  receive  the  Governor's 
Si>eech.  The  correct  form  of  proceedings  was 
this:  Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair,  read  the 
prayers,  and  left  the  chair  by  general  consent 
and  without  question  put  until  the  Governor 
arrived,  when  there  was  nothing  whatever  to 
prevent  him  from  taking  the  chair  at  two  o'clock 
on  Saturday,  or  at  any  hour  it  might  be  inti- 
mated that  the  Governor  was  prepared  to  ad- 
dress the  House.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  would 
maintain  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  this. 
The  minutes  of  the  former  meetings  were  abso- 
lutely null  in  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Speaker  having 
left  the  chair  each  day  without  the  question 
being  put.  If  they  coiUd  adjourn  for  half  an 
hour  they  could  adjourn  for  a  fortnight  or  a 
month,  and  so  baulk  the  Governor  addressing 
them.  The  whole  sitting,  from  the  time  Mr. 
Speaker  took  the  chair  on  the  7th  imtil  the 
Governor  addressed  the  House,  was  one  con-' 
tinuons  sitting,  consequently  the  minutes  were 
informal.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  move 
any  resolution,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  matter.  The 
minutes  ought  to  be  withdrawn  or  altered  in 
some  way  that  they  might  not  be  drawn  into 
precedent,  or  they  should  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  for  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  hitherto  put  the 
question  "  That  the  minutes  be  signed "  en- 
tirely on  his  own  responsibility.  Perhaps  some 
honourable  member  would  move  that  they  be 
signed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CABLETOK,  the 
.minutes  were  then  signed. 
Mr,  Sewell 


Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  before  proceeding 
to  the  Notices  of  Motion,  he  wished  to  a^  Mt. 
Speaker's  advice  relative  to  some  minute  left 
in  hfs  charge.  Last  session  a  Joint  Commit, 
tee  of  both  Houses  had  been  appointed  to  oos- 
sider  the  defences  of  the  colony.  The  proceed- 
ings of  that  Committee  had  b^n  secret,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  session  he  was  directed  to  re- 
tain the  minutes  of  the  Conmiitteo.  He  wished 
now  to  know  what  would  be  the  proper  coane 
for  him  to  take  with  respect  to  those  minutes— 
whether  it  was  desirable  he  should  move  the 
appointment  of  another  Committee  attd|dace 
them  in  their  hands,  or  whether  he  should 
place  them  in  Mr.  Speaker's  hands. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  as  the  minutes  wen 
those  of  a  Joint  Committee,  the  Council  od^ 
to  be  consulted  in  the  first  place. 

"MINERS'  FRANCHISE  ACT,  1860." 
Mr.  GILLIES  asked,  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  propose  to  tfaii 
House  any  amendment  of  "  The  Miners'  Fnui- 
chise  Act,  1860  7  "  He  vrished  to  explain  that 
he  did  not  desire  to  put  any  embarrassing qoes- 
tions  to  the  Government.  He  put  the  qaestico 
for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information,  so  that, 
if  Ministers  were  not  prepared  to  take  action  in 
the  matter,  private  memhers  might. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  were  disposed 
to  give  the  best  consideration  to  the  matter, 
and  would,  as  early  as  it  possibly  could,  tntao- 
duce  a  measure  having  the  accomplishment  of 
that  object  in  view. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  OTAGO. 

Mr.  GILLIES  asked.  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  introduce  anj 
measure  for  increasing  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Province  of  Otogo  in  this 
House,  or  otherwise  for  redistributing  the  is- 
presentation  somewhat  more  in  accoidanoe 
with  the  present  population  and  interests  of 
the  respective  provinces. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  two  questioni 
hinged  on  one  another,  and  the  solution  of  the 
two  problems  must  depend  on  each  other.  The 
Government  were  prepared  to  recognize  iiie 
claim  of  the  Province  of  Otago  to  an  incieisa 
in  the  number  of  its  members,  and,  if  the  in- 
crease could  be  given  without  disturbing  tht 
relative  representative  positions  of  the  other 
provinces,  it  would  be  done.  The  Government 
had  given  both  subjects  very  deep  considea- 
tion,  and  when  they  had  made  up  their  mind 
they  would  decide  what  steps  were  necessaiy. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 
Mr.  FOX  said  he  believed  that  he  would  best 
consult  the  feelings  of  honourable  membea  if 
he  moved  the  resolution  standing  in  his  oBme 
without  making  any  lengthened  observatians 
in  doing  so.  Although  it  would  be  painful  to 
revive  that  great  sorrow,  which  must  be  ever 
fresh  in  Her  Majesty's  heart,  it  would  be  un- 
becoming in  them  if  they  allowed  this  tba 
earliest  opportunity  to  pctss  away  without  ex- 
pressing the  deep,  heartfelt,  and  unfeigned 
sympathy  of  Her  Majesty's  sabjeofai  in  tliil 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.] 


Select  Committee.  [HOUSE.] 


Address  in  Beply. 


395 


portion  of  her  dominions  for  her  sad  bereave- 
ment.   He  begged  to  move  the  adoption  of  the 
following  address  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty:— 
"Host  Oracioits  Sovebeion, — 

"  We,  yoar  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  New 
Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled,  humbly 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  offering  to  your 
Mtjesty  OUT  sincere  condolence  on  the  afflict- 
ing dispensation  of  Providence  with  which  your 
Uajesty  and  the  British  Empire  have  been 
visited,  in  the  disath  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Pzinoe  Consort.  We  beg  most  respectfully  to 
assure  your  Majesty  of  our  heartfelt  participa- 
tion in  the  general  feeling  of  sympathy  with 
your  Majesty  onder  this  calamitous  bereave- 
ment. We  would  also  ezprpss  the  deep  sense 
entertained  by  us  of  the  irreparable  loss  which 
the  Empire  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  a 
Piinee  whose  tender  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, eminent  virtues,  and  high  attainments — 
unceasingly  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  all 
classes  of  your  Majesty's  subjects — won  for  him 
general  love  and  admiration,  and  will  cause 
his  name  ever  to  be  held  in  grateful  and  affec- 
tionate remembrance.  We  offer  up  our  earnest 
prayers  to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  comfort 
and  sustain  yonr  Majesty  under  this  heavy 
affliction,  and  that  we  may  long  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  a  reign  with  which  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  all  your  ilajesty's  dominions  are 
10  Ultimately  associated." 

Hr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  had  been  le- 
^nested  to  perform  the  duty  of  seconding  the 
resolution.  In  doing  so  he  would  Mlow  the 
example  of  the  mover,  and  content  himself 
with  saying,  that  when  Her  Majesty  receives 
this  address  from  her  most  distant  colony  she 
may  realize  that  there  is  no  portion  of  her 
dominions  in  which  the  virtues  of  Prince  Albert 
were  not  appreciated,  and  where  her  own  irre- 
puable  loss  is  not  most  deeply  felt  and  sympa- 
thized with. 

Address  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Speaker  for  transmis- 
sion to  Her  Majesty. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, Mr.  Gillies,  and  the  mover  were  appointed 
members   of   the   Joint   Committee   of  both 
Honses  on  Private  Bills. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  moUon  of  Mr.  CARLETON,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mr.  Brandon,  and  the  mover  were  ap- 
pointed members  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  on  Standing  Orders  concerning 
Private  Bills. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Stahdino  Ohdebs. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Gillies,  Mr. 
Bnssell,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Carleton. 

House.— Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Pitzherbert,  Mr. 
Carter,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
Mr.  Wilson. 

Or  Seueoiioh  on  Pbitate  Btt.TiH. — Mr.  Fitz- 


Gerald,  Mr.  Weld,  Major  Nixon,  Mr.  Carleton, 
and  Mr.  Jollie. 

Pbivatb  Gmevances.  —  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr. 
Mantell,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Weld,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  R.  Graham, 
Mr.  Gillies,  and  Mr.  Jollie. 

LtBBABT  AND  Pmnting. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  O'Rorke,  Mr.  Carleton,  and 
Mr.  DiUon  Bell. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  Crown  Lands  Bill. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Moor- 
house  for  a  fortnight. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  before  calling  upon 
the  honourable  member  whose  name  appeared 
on  the  Order  Paper  to  move  the  Address  in 
reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech,  he  would  point 
out  that  the  way  in  which  the  resolution  was 
put  on  the  Order  Paper  was  different  from  the 
course  followed  last  year.  As  it  stood,  there 
would  be  but  one  question  to  be  put  from  the 
chair — That  the  Address  be  agreed  to;  and 
there  could  be  but  one  discussion  on  it.  This 
was  not  the  course  adopted  at  Home ;  nor  was 
it  the  course  previously  adopted  by  this  House. 
The  proper  mode  of  procedure  was  for  on 
honourable  member  to  move  a  resolution  that 
an  Address  in  reply  to  Uis  Excellency  be  pre- 
pared. He  should  then  move  that  a  Com- 
mittee then  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
Address;  and,  when  the  Committee  brought 
up  the  Address,  that  it  be  read  a  first  and 
second  time  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  By 
this  means  they  possessed  the  surest  safe- 
guard against  hasty  consideration  of  the  most 
important  subject  that  could  be  brought  before 
them.  Perhaps  the  honourable  member  would 
move,  in  the  first  instance.  That  an  Address  in 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech  be  prepared. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  thanked  Mr.  Speaker 
for  his  suggestion,  and  quite  coincided  with 
that  view.  He  would  move.  That  the  House 
do  resolve  that  an  Address  in  reply  to  His  Ex- 
cellency's Speech  be  prepared;  and  that  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  Henderson 
be  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  Ad- 
dress. He  regretted  very  much  being  called 
upon  to  move  this  Address  for  very  many  rea- 
sons. However  complimentary  to  himself  the 
honour  of  the  selection  might  be,  he  could  not 
but  feel  that  there  were  very  many  members 
who  could  perform  the  duty  in  a  manner  much 
more  satisfactory  to  the  House  and  certainly 
more  satisfactory  to  himself.  It  was  therefore 
with  feelings  of  great  diffidence  that  he  a^ 
peared  charged  with  the  duty,  involving  as  it 
did  a  difficult  position  which  induced  him  to 
feel  a  sympathy  with  that  class  of  good- 
natured  but  easily  imposed  upon  persons  called 
godfathers  and  godmothers,  who  undertook  the 
responsibility  of  standing  sponsors  for  the  off- 
sprmg  of  their  friends.  In  moving  the  Address 
he  felt  very  much  in  the  position  of  one  of  thosA 
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good-natured  persons  he  referred  to — the  god- 
fathers —  and,  if  he  failed  to  notice  all  the 
beauties  of  this  firstborn,  he  would  leave  it  to 
those  to  whom  the  paternity  belonged — his 
honourable  friends  on  the  right,  the  Ministers 
— to  come  to  the  rescue  and  be  enthusiastic  in 
its  praise.  He  proposed  first  to  ofier  some  ob- 
servations on  the  various  pantographs  in  the 
Speech  which  His  Excellency  had  favoured 
them  with.  On  the  subject  of  the  first  para- 
graph he  believed  he  would  best  consult  the 
wishes  of  the  House  by  not  offering  any  ob- 
servations upon  it,  more  especially  as  any  such 
remarks  had  been  anticipated  by  the  resolution 

Eassed  that  morning.  But  he  would  say  that 
e  shared  to  the  fullest  extent  the  sentiments 
of  the  resolution,  and  was  sure  that  every  in- 
habitant of  these  Islands  joined  in  the  deepest 
sympathy  with  Her  Majesty  for  the  irreparable 
loss  sustained  by  her  and  by  the  nation  at  large. 
The  next  subject  touched  upon  was  one  of  deep 
and  pressing  importance.  The  appointment  of. 
Sir  George  Grey  to  undertake  the  duties  and 
-  responsibilities  of  governing  this  colony  at  a 
most  critical  period  of  its  history  was  a  very 
noticeable  feature.  A  debt  of  gratitude  was 
due  to  Great  Britain  for  the  selection  of  His 
Excellency,  and  to  His  Excellency  for  having 
accepted  so  onerous  a  commission.  If  any 
doubts  had  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  colonists 
of  Kew  Zealand  as  to  the  propriety  of  that  ap- 
pointment such  doubts  were  to  be  taken  as  an 
indication  of  that  jealous  guardianship  of  our 
Constitution  witliout  which  the  vitality  of  a 
free  country,  on  whatever  basis  it  might  rest, 
would  soon  become  extinct.  If  any  doubts 
existed  they  must  at  once  be  removed  upon 
a  perusal  of  the  documents  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  House.  In  every  line  of  them 
there  appeared  a  jealous  regard  for  the  consti- 
tutional position  of  the  colony.  Their  perusal 
would  show  that  no  single  step  had  been  taken 
without  remembrance  of  the  fact  that  repre- 
sentative institutions  existed — existed  not  only 
in  name,  but  in  reality.  His  Excellency  made 
a  constant  reference  to  it,  and  showed  every 
desire  to  work  in  conformity  and  in  unison  with 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  That  was  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  possible  congratulation ; 
they  should  also  be  ready  to  act  in  unison  with 
Her  Majesty's  representative.  As  the  papers 
had  only  recently  been  laid  upon  the  table,  he 
would  perhaps  be  pardoned  if  he  referred  to  one 
or  two  despatches  exhibiting  the  constitutional 
■view  to  which  he  had  referred.  His  Excel- 
lency, in  a  despatch  dated  the  10th  October, 
1861,  to  the  Diiko  of  Newcastle,  in  referring 
to  memoranda  by  the  Premier  on  the  appli- 
cability of  the  existing  form  of  government 
to  the  present  circumstances '  of  the  colony, 
says, — 

"  Your  Grace  will,  I  am  sure,  peruse  these 
papers  with  great  interest,  and  will  agied  with 
me  in  thinking  that  the  calmness  of  the  views 
expressed  in  them,  at  a  time  of  considerable 
excitement,  are  very  creditable  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Zealand." 

No.  3  of  the  enclosures  in  this  despatch  com- 
menced thus : — 

Jfr.  Fitzherhert 


"  Ministers  are  aware  that  the  question  hu 
been  raised,  and  may  be  raised  again,  how  fu 
the  form  of  constitutional  government  Ton. 
stowed  upon  this  colony  by  the  Imperial  Pa- 
liament  in  18d2  is  adapted  to  the  present 
circumstances,  and  wheUier  a  suspension  of 
the  Constitution  might  not  facilitate  the  ad- 
justment of  the  difficulties  of  the  ptesoit 
crisis." 

To  honourable  members  jealous  of  constita- 
tional  rights  this  style  was  very  signifirATit 
Ministers  then  proceeded,  to  show  the  inextri- 
cable confusion  that  would  arise  from  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course,  and  it  was  in  refer- 
ence to  this  minute  that  His  Excellency  had 
made  the  remarks  quoted.  Nothing  could  he 
more  satisfactory  than  the  loy^  maniifr  in 
which  their  institutions  were  to  be  upheld. 
Paragraphs  3,  4,  and  5  touched  upon  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  and  one  which  receited  a 
great  deal  of  attention  from  the  Legislature  is 
previous  sessions,  and  had  caused  a  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  inside  the  House  and  oat.  He 
need  not  say  that  he  referred  to  those  satisfac- 
tory relations  which  had  grown  up  between  & 
portion  of  the  Maori  race  and  the  Government. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  a  theme  upon  which  veiy 
considerable  discussion  might  take  place  ii  it 
were  either  desired  or  desirable  ;  but,  howerer 
that  might  satisfy  lyny  individual  desire  of  dis- 
tinction or  of  triumph,  he  declared  most  em- 
phatically that  in  discussing  the  m^ter  he 
desired  exclusively  to  confine  himself  to  the 
present  and  future  ;  of  the  past  he  would  em- 
phatically  say,  "  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead." 
He  did  ngt  intend  to  enter  into  any  historical, 
critical,  political,  or  party  discussion  of  the 
matter  on  the  present  occasion.  He  would  no 
more  do  so  than  he  would  approve  of  firing  (m 
a  fatigue  party  sent  out  to  perform  the  lasc 
obsequies  for  their  fallen  comrades  after  battle. 
Concerning  the  present  and  the  immediate 
future  of  the  question,  particularly  as  regarded 
the  relations  now  subsisting  and  which  it  wu 
proposed  should  hereafter  subsist  betit'cen  the 
Native  and  the  European  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,  most  particular  attention  was  invited. 
By  moving  the  Address  he  did  not  feel  himself 
necessarily  bound  to  subscribe  to  every  act  of 
the  Ministry ;  nevertheless  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  the  perusal  of  the  documents  had  af- 
forded him  for  the  most  part  most  unfeigned 
satisfaction,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  be 
prepared  to  give  great  credit  where  credit  was 
due.  The  information  contained  in  those  docu- 
ments was  of  the  most  comprehensive  kind. 
In  the  third  paragraph  His  Excellency,  refer- 
ring to  his  attempt  to  restore  the  friendly  rela- 
tions which  formerly  existed,  says,  "  My  hope 
of  success  depends  mainly  —  under  Divine 
Providence — on  the  co-operation  and  support 
which  I  may  receive  from  the  colonists,  and 
the  resources  you  may  place  at  my  disposal" 
That,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  great  part  of  the 
question ;  and,  the  financial  bearing  of  it  beinga 
speciality  belonging  to  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, its  Eispect  was  most  satisfactory.  Cia 
only  hesitation  he  conld  have,  if  he  had  any 
hesitation,  in  e:^re8sing  this  opinion  was  tl^ 
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fear  that  he  should  form,  a  too  hasty  conclu- 
sion.  The  thing  appeared  almost  too  good 
from  a  financial  point  of  view.  The  estimate 
of  His  Excellency  for  carrying  out  the  proposed 

glan  of  Native  government  was  £49,000;  and 
ow  was  it  proposed  to  meet  this  expenditure  ? 
His  Excellency,  in  a  "  Minute  on  the  Cost  of 
the  proposed  Institutions  for  the  Government 
of  the  Natives,"  dated  Auckland,  29th  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  says, — 

"  The  expenditnie  proposed  to  be  incurred 
for  introducing  such  a  system  of  government 
amongst  the  Natives  may  be  stated  at,  say, 
£50,000  when  the  proposed  plan  is  in  full  opera- 
tion ;  but  by  that  time  a  considerable  piurt  of 
its  cost  will  be  defrayed  by  local  taxation. 
Ultimately  it  should  not  only  defray  its  own 
cost  by  local  taxation,  but  leave  a  considerable 
sum  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  applicable  for  the 
administration  of  justice,  local  improvements, 
or  such  like  charges.  Upon  the  whole,  I  think 
it  may  be  safely  calculated  that  in  about  seven 
yetkTs  it  will  defray  its  own  cost,  and  yield  some 
surplus  revenue,  besides  giving  a  stimulus  to 
the  productive  energy  and  to  Uie  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  colony  which  will 
hugely  increase  its  commerce,  trade,  and  gene- 
ral revenue.  I  consider  it  so  essential  for  the 
safety  of  the  colony,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
the  impending  general  war,  that  this  plan 
should  be  brought  into  operation  without  fur- 
ther delay,  that  I  will  incur,  as  I  have  already 
stated  to  Ministers,  the  responsibility  of  fore- 
going, on  behalf  of  the  Imperial  Government, 
the  cost  of  half  the  expense  of  the  proposed 
plan,  whatever  that  may  be,  from  the  colonial 
contribution  of  £35,000  towards  the  cost  of 
maintaining  British  troops  in  this  colony,  a 
reduction  being  made  in  this  sum  contributed 
by  the  Home  Government  as  the  revenues 
raised  under  the  proposed  plan  so  increase  as 
to  defray  a  p^rt  of  uie  whole  expenditure  in- 
curred on  account  of  it." 

Upon  this  subject,  then,  there  could  not  be 
any  doubt.  The  words  were  plain,  clear,  and 
intelligible.  The  proposed  speciality  was  to  be 
£50,000,  one-half  of  which  would  be  defrayed 
by  the  Imperial  Government.  The  despatches 
were  extremely  precise  in  that  matter ;  from  a 
cursory  perusal  of  them  the  meaning  was  plain. 
Where  was  the  "  lavish  expenditure "  and 
"  reckless  extravagance  "  they  had  heard  so 
much  of.  No  doubt  honourable  members  had 
heard  wonderful  stories  of  the  reckless  expendi- 
ture that  was  to  take  place  in  New  Zealand 
under  the  new  order  of  things — how  young  men, 
and  he  did  not  know  why  he  should  not  say  old 
men  too,  had  learnt  to  believe  that  they  would 
only  have  to  come  to  New  Zealand  and  they 
would  be  appointed  Native  Commissioners  and 
pocket  £500  a-year.  The  figures  before  the 
Boose  would  not  justify  such  golden  expecta- 
tions. If  such  ideas  prevailed  the  following 
minutes  would  efiectually  dispel  the  anticipa- 
tions of  even  the  most  enthusiastic : — 

■>  Ministers  have  read  and  considered  His 
Excellency's  memorandum  of  the  29th  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  relative  to  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
institutions  for  the  government  of  the  Natives. 


Assuming  the  annual  cost  at  that  stated  by  His 
Excellency,  and  that  half  of  that  amount  is 
already  provided  by  the  colony  for  special 
Native  purposes.  Ministers  consider  His  Excel- 
lency's offer  to  enable  them  to  provide  the 
other  half  by  appropriating  to  the  Native  ser- 
vice the  colonial  contributions  towards  the  cost 
of  the  Imperial  troops  as  liberal  and  satisfao- 
toiy.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  to  work 
in  with  His  Excellency's  plans  the  amount 
already  appropriated  partly  by  Civil  List  and 
partly  by  special  Act,  so  as  to  make  it  available 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  machinery. 
This  may  prove  a  matter  of  some  financial 
difficulty ;  but,  as  it  will  be  some  time  before 
the  system  contemplated  by  His  Excellency 
can  be  generally  introduced,  there  will  be  op- 
portunity gradually  to  adapt  it  to  the  existing 
arrangements.  Ministers  do  not  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  adopting  plans  involving 
so  largo  an  expenditure.  On  the  contrary, 
they  consider  that  circumstances  absolutely 
require  it,  and  require  also  that  the  emergency 
should  be  faced  at  once.  It  would  be  idle  to 
attempt  the  solution  of  existing  difficulties  by 
proposing  plans  for  the  social  improvement  of 
the  Natives  dependent  on  possible  votes  of  the 
General  Assembly.  But  His  Excellency  must 
not  misapprehend  the  extent  to  which  Minis- 
ters can  pledge  the  colony  in  a  matter  of 
finance.  They  can  and  will  recommend  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  make  the  requisite  pro- 
vision for  the  intended  objects,  and  they  can 
and  will  stake  their  own  position  as  Ministers 
on  the  Assembly  adopting  their  recommenda- 
tion ;  but  they  have  no  constitutional  power  to 
bind  the  Assembly  beforehand," 

He  entirely  subscribed  to  such  a  constitu- 
tional doctrine.  In  this  matter  the  Ministers 
had  acted  in  the  truest  constitutional  manner. 
So  much,  then,  for  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
question.  As  he  should  best  be  consulting  the 
convenience  of  the  House  by  not  entering  into 
minute  criticisms  of  the  feasibility  of  the 
scheme,  he  would  briefly  summarize  the  de- 
tails. The  plan  of  the  Government  was  to  take 
certain  irregular  meetings  styled  runongas, 
which  had  a  kind  of  traditional  force  or  in^u- 
ence  on  the  Native  mind  —  to  take  these 
runangas  as  a  basis  for  the  plan  ;  to  give  a  di- 
rection to  them  by  the  appointment  of  Euro- 
peans to  preside  at  and  direct  them  ;  to  bring 
these  irregular  assemblies  under  the  force  and 
direction  of  law ;  to  enable  them  to  pass  by- 
laws for  the  better  social  arrangement  of  the 
Natives;  to  constitute  legal  tribunals,  in  which 
the  Natives  should  take  part ;  and  to  introduce 
certain  reforms  as  to  the  management  of  Na- 
tive reserves — the  issue  of  Crown  grants,  and 
the  individualization  of  Native  titles,  and  the 
sale  of  lands  by  the  Natives.  These  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  leading  ideas  dictating  the 
introduction  of  the  plan.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  question  of  detail  between  the  (Go- 
vernor and  the  Ministers,  but  ho  would  confess 
he  inclined  more  to  the  position  taken  by  His 
Excellency  on  the  matter  than  that  taken  by 
the  Ministry.  Whether  the  scheme  was  likely 
to  succeed  in  practice  was  a  matter  which  he 
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would  leave  to  those  who  bad  a  more  extended 
knowledge  of  the  Natives  to  say.  It  was  an 
experiment  well  worthy  of  a  trial.  In  a  finan- 
cial aspect  it  was  exceedingly  satisfactory,  and 
in  a  political  aspect  it  was  not  one  whit  less 
satisfactory.  The  one  thing  most  essentially 
lequisite  for  the  .success  of  the  scheme  was  a 
sufficient  time  to  let  the  new  institutions  work. 
Time  was  necessary  to  familiarize  the  Natives 
with  them.  Much  depended  also  on  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  carry  out  the  administration 
of  the  scheme.  The  great  political  problem  of 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  appointed 
at  the  right  time,  was  solved  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sir  George  Grey;  and  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  the  same  fortunate  selection  would 
be  made  in  appointing  the  right  men  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time  to  carry  out  the 
institutions.  If  not  his  hope  of  success  would 
be  materially  diminished.  He  looked  upon  the 
Native  question  as  a  groat  political  schooling 
for  the  colonists.  His  attention  had  lately  been 
drawn  to  an  article  in  the  colonial  Press,  in 
which  he  so  completely  concurred  that  he  would 
read  it.  It  expressed  what  ho  would  say  if  he 
could  say  it  so  forcibly  and  well : — 

"  To  us  and  to  our  children  it  seems  not  too 
much  to  say  this  Native  problem  has  been  given 
as  a  solemn  trust ;  and  that  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Native  race  only,  but  for  our  own.  For 
Bu^e  we  are  that  the  faithful  and  earnest  at- 
tention to  the  solution  of  this  problem  will 
react  upon  ourselves — if  even  ic  be  through  war 
— lifting  our  national  mind  out  of  the  petty 
incidents  connected  with  our  own  race,  and 
educating  us  for  that  stand  amongst  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  which  these  Islands  must  in- 
evitably one  day  take.  Are  we,  of  the  Middle 
Island,  prepared  to  ignore  our  share  of  this 
duty  and  to  reject  our  share  of  this  discipline  ? 
And  for  what  ?  A  few  thousand  pounds,  and 
those  not  contributed  out  of  our  own  pockets." 

He  confessed  his  entire  subscription  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  that  article.  It  now 
only  remained  for  him  to  remark  what  was  the 
present  position  of  the  country — the  status  de 
facto.  It  was  not  a  position  of  war,  nor  was  it 
a  position  of  profound  peace,  but  it  was  a  posi- 
tion which  he  was  thankful  to  bo  able  to  record. 
It  had  been  a  position  of  peace  for  the  last 
twelve  months;  they  had  it  without  compro- 
mising the  dignity  of  the  British  name,  and 
without  truckling  to  the  Natives.  For  a  period 
of  twelve  months  they  had  had  peace,  and  they 
could  only  appreciate  that  inestimable  blessing 
by  addressing  their  attention  for  a'moment  to 
the  consideration  of  what  their  position  would 
have  been  if,  instead  of  a  period  of  peace,  it  had 
been  a  period  of  war.  Ho  could  only  say,  on 
behalf  of  his  constitucrits  and  himself,  the  peace 
was  most  satisfactory.  They  were  very  grate- 
ful for  it,  and  he  would  venture  to  say,  had  it 
been  a  period  of  war  he  tlid  not  think  one  of 
them  would  now  be  in  an  independent  position. 
How  long  that  peace  would  last  he  could  not 
say.  The  dignity  of  the  British  name  was  not 
to  be  compromised  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  most 
careful  regard  was  shown,  not  only  to  the  ex- 
isting claims  of  the  Europeans,  but  also  to  their 
Ifr.  Fitzherbert 


prospective  position.  The  foUowing  put  <■{ 
His  Excellency's  Speech  was  full  of  assnruoe 
on  that  i)oint.     He  said, — ' 

"  At  the  same  time  I  am  not  nmnindfol  at 
what  is  due  to  the  European  population,  which, 
relying  on  well-known  treaties  and  guarantees, 
has  nmde  this  country  its  adopted  home,  and 
is  entitled  to  expect  that  the  progress  of  ttik)- 
nization  shall  not  be  unnecessarily  oiimpro- 
periy  obstructed." 

To  that  view  he  would  pin  his  faith,  and  be- 
lieved it  would  be  carried  out.  The  next  sub- 
ject was  one  replete  with  interest  to  the  Hoose 
and  to  the  colony.  It  referred  to  the  contem- 
plated loan  of'  £100,000  for  making  roads 
through  the  country,  a  portion  of  which  bid 
been  anticipated  in  forming  the  road  to  the 
banks  of  the  Waikato.  A  more  wise  or  pmdeat 
step  could  not  be  taken.  His  only  exoeptioit 
to  the  proposal  was  -the  smallness  of  the 
amount,  as  he  would  much  rather  see  £1,000,000 
asked  for  than  £100,000.  Making  roads  was 
one  of  those  things  where  economy  was  the 
greatest  extravagance.  There  wais  a  great  cen- 
tral portion  of  this  Island,  and  whenever  the 
day  arrived  that  they  would  have  a  ilinistn 
bold  enough,  or  wise  enough,  looking  far  enoo^ 
into  the  future,  and  economical  enough  to  be 
extravagant  on  this  point,  to  make  a  great 
highway  from  Auckland  to  Wellington— when 
that  great  work  would  have  been  done,  from 
that  day  Native  disturbances  would  die  oat, 
and  be  for  ever  at  an  end  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military  in  another  way  than 
that  in  which  it  had  been  so  beneficially  if- 
plied,  as  referred  to  in  the  Speech— making  the 
road  to  the  Waikato,  which  he  believed  was 
the  most  economical  road  ever  made  in  the 
country.  There  would  be  no  real,  durable 
peace  until  that  great  work  was  done,  and 
when  done  it  would  confer  a  lasting  benefit  on 
both  races.  If,  in  the  centre  of  this  Island,  in- 
stead of  a  few  straggling  Europeans  scattered 
here  and  there,  a  large  European  population 
was  settled,  it  would  solve  many  problenu 
which  now  presented  themselves.  He  had  tea- 
veiled  up  the  East  Coast,  and  had  seen  deserted 
pas,  chapels,  built  at  considerable  expense, 
tumbling  to  ruins — neither  Native  nor  otha 
minister  there.  In  vsiin  he  looked  for  Nativet; 
the  one  or  two  he  saw  were  wretched  old  moi, 
crawling  out  of  what  in  courtesy  might  be 
called  whares.  Yet  the  climate  was  beantifnl 
and  the  land  fertile ;  what  then  was  the  reasoo 
of  this  wretchedness  ?  It  was  the  absence  d 
Europeans'  amongst  them  in  su£Scient  quanti- 
ties. Coming  near  to  the  valleys  of  the  Hatt, 
he  saw  Natives  of  the  some  tribes  riding  oo 
carts  and  horses,  buying  meat  at  the  bntchec', 
eating  bakers'  bread,  consulting  the  doctoo, 
wearing  not  only  coats  and  trousers,  but  also 
those  inner  garments  so  necessary  to  human 
life,  living  in  boarded  houses,  their  wives  going 
to  market  singing,  happy,  contented,  and 
fat ;  whilst  in  the  remote  districts  they  lived 
scarcely  like  himian  beings.  Looking  at  the 
matter  philosophically,  it  was  the  Ime  upon 
line  and  precept  upon  precept  in  the  solation 
of  the  question.    If  t^ere  was  a  great  European 
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popalation  set  in  in  the  open  part  of  the 
Noithem  Island  the  Natives  of  that  part  of 
the  Island  wonld  share  the  advantages,  and  at 
any  rate  the  Native  war  vrould  be  at  an  end. 
The  next  subject  referred  to  was  the  Volunteer 
forces.  He  did  not  know  that  the  Ministry 
intended  to  introduce  any  Bills  on  that  point, 
bat  he  considered  them  quite  right  in  aiding 
the  development  of  that  system  of  defence 
which  had  so  nobly  and  successfully  been  de- 
veloped at  Home.  The  next  paragraph  re- 
ferred to  the  rapid  and  unexpected  develop- 
ment of  the  settlements  of  the  Middle  Island, 
snd  the  sudden  development  of  their  resources, 
which  might  speedily  be  followed  by  a  similar 
development  in  the  Northern  Island.  The 
Eteam  postal  service  was  next  referred  to.  It 
was  truly  a  vexed  question.  It  was  one  on 
which  naturally  enough  people  chose  to  hold 
their  own  particular  views.  He  had  read  the 
Postmaster-General's  report  with  pleasure.  It 
appeared  to  him  a  very  able  report,  recording 
a  number  of  excellent  and  practical  reforms. 
By  it  he  noticed  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  steamers  employed  to  seven  :  there 
wag  the  surveyor  of  the  contract  mail  steamers, 
as  proposed  by  a  former  Ministry  ;  the  prepay- 
ment of  letters  by  postage  was  in  all  coses  de- 
manded ;  the  abolition  of  that  system,  which 
he  could  never  understand  the  reason  for,  of 
paying  out  of  one  hand  into  the  other  by 
stamping  Govermnent  letters;  and  lastly,  he 
noticed  the  introduction  of  the  money-order 
system.  These  reforms  showed  that  there 
was  great  activity  in  the  department  of  the 
Postmaster-Geneial,  and  if  in  the  distribution 
of  the  increased  steam  communication  each 
province  could  not  be  served  in  accordance 
with  its  own  views,  the  problem  was  almost 
impossible  of  solution.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  the  system  was  a  perfect  system : 
the  centre  of  the  Island  being  left  in  a  great 
measure  without  direct  communication  de- 
tracted from  its  value.  Whilst  speaking  on 
this  matter  he  might  say  that,  by  the  help  of 
the  House,  some  modification  might  be  made 
to  remedy  this  defect.  A  great  step  had  been 
made  in  advance,  however,  and  Ministers  de- 
served every  credit  for  it.  It  was  a  matter  of 
deep  regret  that  the  overland  mail  between 
Taianaki  and  Wanganui  had  been  discon- 
tinued, and  that  it  should  be  impracticable  to 
reorganize  it.  There  might  be  good  reasons  for 
that,  and  time,  he  hoped,  might  be  a  cura- 
tive. In  this  report  lay  the  recognition  of  a 
principle  in  which  he  did  not  altogether  con- 
cur. He  concurred  "in  the  importance  of 
establishing  frequent  communication  between 
the  provinces,  for  governmental  as  well  as 
postal  ptirposes ;"  but  the  next  paragraph  re- 
cognized a  point  of  equal  importance,  "  the 
desirability  of  maintaining  and  improving,  if 
possible,  the  strictly  commercial  and  passenger 
advantages  rendered  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
colony  by  the  contract  steamers."  Now,  he 
would  humbly  submit  that  with  the  com- 
mercial part  of  it  the  Oovemment  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  It  was  not  a  thing  to  be 
arranged  to  suit  commercial  interests ;  bat  the 


system  of   subsidizing  steamers   was    fall  of 
enormities  in  every  country,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  this  colony  should  be  an  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.    He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  they  would 
have  more  rapid  communication  than  steam 
afforded.    When  the  two  Islands  were   con- 
nected by  means  of  the  electric  telcgrc^h  laid 
down  in  Cook  Strait — a  work  which  they  had 
recent  and  reliable   data  to  prove  was  quite 
practicable— a  very  important  and  useful  work 
would  be  accomplished.    The  next  paragraph 
referred  to  the  loss  of   the  "  White  Swan." 
They  all  deplored  the  loss  very  much,  but  it 
was  a  matter  that  was  so  mixed  up  with  sub- 
jects of  so  mnch  congratulation  that  the  loss 
was  almost  overlooked  in  thankfulness  for  the 
wonderful  preservation  of  life.    Upon  hearing 
the  news  a  very  great  panic  seemed  to  seize 
some  weak-minded  people,  who  cried  out  de- 
ploring the  unlucky  fate  of  New  Zealand — so 
many  vessels  wrecked  on   her   coast,  always 
having  something   wrong   to   happen  at  the 
wrong  time — they  seemed  ready  to  sink  down 
at  once  and  submit  to  their  fate.     Why,   a 
country  without  storms  was  no  country  at  all. 
Ho  did  not- believe  in  a  country  without  storms. 
England  without   storms  might  not  probably 
be  in  the  position  she  now  held,  if  a  storm  had 
not  detained  the  Texel  fleet  at  the  time  of  the 
mutiny  at  the   Nore  —  though   it   might  be 
treason  to  say  it.     Storms  had  a  groat  many 
advantages,  although  we  might  not  see  them 
at  the  time.    It  was  very  unbecoming  when- 
ever the  wind  blew  or  the  earth  shook  to  cry 
out,  "  Oh,  dear!  what  will  become  of  us?"   In 
reference  to  the  next  paragraph  he  believed 
that  the  some  regard  for  the  opinions  of  the 
House  was  indicated.     With   regard    to    the 
£10,000  voted  last  year  for  Native  purposes,  he 
believed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Ministers  was 
exemplary.  That  sum,  he  understood,  was  not  to 
any  material  extent  exceeded.    If  that  were  the 
case,  very  great  credit  was  due  to  the  Ministers 
for  not  having  on  their  own  authority  loosened 
the  purse-strings  without  consulting  the  House. 
The  next  subject  touched  upon  was  cognate 
with  the  last,  and  he  admired  the  plain  way  in 
which  it  was  put  forward.    A  plain  answer  was 
required  to  a  plain  question.    The  little  bill 
against  the  colony  amounted  to  £190,000.    He 
conceived  that  repudiation  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  House,  and  this 
Assembly  would  never  repudiate  any  of  theit 
just  debts.    Par  bettor  for  them  to  throw  them- 
selves on  the  liberality  and  generosity  of  fii&t 
public  and  Government  which  had   done    so 
much  for  the  colony,  and  which  had  been  at 
such  expense  in  rearing  and  protecting  it,  and 
if  necessary,  would  still  farther  extend  its  aid, 
than  to  enter  a  discussion  with  it  in  a  hag- 
gling spirit.    Having  regard  to  that,  he  did 
not  think  any  honourable  member  would  not 
accept   tho    burden    of   the    debt,   or   would 
encourage  repudiation.       They  should  throw 
themselves  on  the.  generosity  of  that  nation 
which  had  been  most  generous ;    it  was  the 
better  course  to  adopt.    It  was  the  most  likely 
way  to  save  undue  expenditure,  and  to  preserve 
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the  colony  from  the  character  of  repudiating 
its  just  debts.  The  question  was  put  plainly 
before  them,  let  them  show  that  they  were  pre- 
Ti«tred  to  deal  with  it  in  a  statesmanlike  manner. 
He  did  not  know  of  any  colony  blessed  with 
representative  institutions  that  had  had  so 
nohle  an  opportunity  as  this  colony,  or  such 
noble  gbjects  offered  to  its  consideration  as  this 
Native  question.  Tho  increased  population,  as 
exhibited  by  the  census,  showed  that  they  were 
merging  out  of  a  state  of  infancy  into  a  state 
of  adolescence,  not  to  say  manhood  —  their 
thoughts,  then,  ought  to  expand  in  proportion, 
and  the  happiness  of  that  population  be  at- 
tained. They  should  not  confine  themselves  to 
mere  parish  business.  The  Home  authorities 
would  be  very  much  guided  by  the  statesman- 
like views  and  regard  to  humanity  which  the 
House  would  show  on  the  Native  question. 
With  the  11th  paragraph  he  believed  that 
the  House  would  agree  most  sincerely. 
Having  now  gone  through  the  Speech  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  he  would  say,  taking  it  as 
:  a  whole,  it  was  well  calculated  to  enlist  the 
feelings  and  confidence  of  the  House ;  in  the 
first  place,  as  the  |>olicy  promulgated  to  the 
Natives  appeared  consistent  with  that  here 
enunciated  —  a  great  point  which  all  Assem- 
blies looked  at ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
with  respect  to  the  principles  enunciated, 
inasmuch  as  the  chief  characteristic  of 
it  was  a  regard  for  the  constitutional  pri- 
vileges of  New  Zealand,  and  for  it  the  Mi- 
nisters were  entitled  to  every  confidence. 
Having  now  discharged  the  duty  of  godfather 
to  their  first-bom,  and  having  noticed  all  the 
features  of  the  bantling  —  as  was  usual  upon 
such  interesting  occasions  as  christenings — he 
would  resign  it  to  the  care  of  his  honourable 
friends;  and  begged  leave  to  move,  That  a 
respectful  Address  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's 
Speech  be  presented  to  His  Excellency;  and 
that  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  the  mover  be  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  Address. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  seconded  tho 
motion. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to  with- 
out further  remark. 

The  Committee  withdrew  to  prepare  the  Ad- 
dress, and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  the 
following  draft : — 

"  Mat  it  please  todb  Excellency, — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  the  House  of  Beprescntativos,  ii)  Par- 
liajuent  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  ovir 
thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Speech 
which  your  Excellency  has  made  to  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"  We  unite  with  your  Excellency  in  an  ex- 
pression of  sorrow  for  the  death  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  in  the  full  ap- 
preciation of  his  private  and  public  worth,  and 
in  sincere  sympathy  with  Uer  Majesty  under 
this  great  affliction. 

"We  offer  to  your  Excellency  our  congratu- 
lations on  your  reappoiniment  as  Qovemor  of 
New  Zealand,  and  we  gratefully  recognize  the 
Mr.  Fitzherbert 


motives  which  have  induced  you,  at  consider- 
able personal  sacrifice,  to  undertake  the  u- 
duous  duties  of  that  oifice  in  a  time  o!  great 
emergency. 

"  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  is  oor 
earnest  wish  to  be  able  to  co-operate  with  jam- 
sell  in  securing  the  prosperity  and  advuioe- 
ment  of  both  races  in  these  Islands,  and  that 
any  measures  laid  by  your  Excellency  belon 
us  with  that  object  shall  receive  onr  mott 
serious  consideration. 

"We  express,  in  common  with  your  Excel- 
lency, our  great  regret  for  the  loss  ol  tha 
steamer  "  White  Swan "  on  this  coast,  while 
bringing  many  members  of  the  Genen^  ii- 
sembly  to  attend  the  present  session ;  and  oni 
unfeigned  gratitude  to  Abnighty  God  for  the 
providential  preservation  of  the  lives  of  all  as 
board.  We  also  cordially  unite  with  your  Ex- 
cellency in  thanking  those  who  offered  geneiov 
hospitality  and  gave  valuable  aid  to  the  per- 
sons who  were  shipwrecked. 

"  We  sincerely  pray,  together  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  Divine  blessing  may  suppoit 
your  Excellency  in  the  execution  of  your  doty, 
and  guide  our  deliberations  to  the  attainment 
of  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  aU  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  New  Zealand." 

The  Address  was  read  a  first  and  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  POX  moved,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  That 
the  Speaker,  accompanied  by  as  many  honooz- 
able  members  as  pleased  to  attend,  shall  wait 
upon  His  Excellency  to-morrow  and  present  the 
Address. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  ei^t 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  17th  July,  1862. 


Select  Committees— Court  ot  Appeal  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  a*  t«o 
o'clock. 

Pbaters. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

STANDmo  Ohdeks. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey,  the  Hon.  Ui. 
Sewell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies,  and  the  Hoi. 
Major  Richmond. 

House.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Outfield,  the  Hon. 
Captain  Baillie,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel  KusselL 

Library  akd  Pbikting. — Tho  Hon.  Colonel 
Russell,  the  Son.  Captain  Baillie,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Outfield,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the 
Hon.  Major  Richmond. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  in  moving  the  fint 
reading  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  regretted 
that  he  could  not  furnish  the  Council  with  the 
printed  copies  of  thtf  Bill,  but  hoped  to  do  so  oo 
the  next  day. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  would  not 
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oppose  the  first  leading,  bat,  although  he  knew 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  having  given  assist- 
•Bce  in  the  training  of  it,  he  hoped  a  few  days 
would  be  afforded  for  consideration  of  its  details 
after  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  before 
it,  was  read  a  second  time.  He  understood 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Attorney-General  to 
refer  a  Bill  of  such  importance  to  a  Select 
Committee,  and  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  fully 
ednoarred  in  such  a  proceeding. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  certainly  intended 
that  honourable  members  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  the  principles  of  the 
Bill,  and  reiterated  his  regret  that  he  had  been 
unable  to  put  them  in  possession  of  it  before. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  hoped  that  at 
least  one  clear  day  would  be  given  between  the 
Council  having  the  printed  Bill  delivered  to 
them  and  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  that,  although 
he  would  move  that  the  second  reading  stand 
an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  if  he  could 
not  havo  the  Bill  delivered  that  afternoon  he 
would  adjourn  it  till  another  day. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  17th  July,  1862.   ' 


Address  in  Beply— Beport  on  Bills— Leave  of  Ab- 
■ence  —  Postal  Commanioation  —  Hawke'r  Bay 
Petition  —  Oovamment  Becords  —  Military  De- 
fence—Supply. 

Mr.  Spkakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock* 
Pritebs. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  House  that,  in 
obedience  to  its  instructions,  he  had  waited 
upon  His  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing to  him  the  Address  agreed  upon  by  the 
House  the  day  before.  On  his  presenting  the 
same  His  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  make 
the  following  reply : — 

"Mb.  Speaeeb  and  Geitixemen'  of  the  House 
OF  Bepbesentatives, — 
"  I  tetam  yon  my  thanks  for  this  Address, 
tnd  I  rely  with  confidence  on  youz  cordial  co- 
operation in  all  measures  which  may  be  con- 
sidered necessary  under  existing  circumstances 
to  promote  the  permanent  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  the  colony." 

REPORT  ON  BILLS. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial  Seoietaiy 
when  he  would  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House 
the  report  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
upon  certain  Bills  prepared  by  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  aod  submitted  by  that  officer 
to  the  Judges  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  no  s]ich  reports  were 
in  existence,  nor  had  any  official  communica- 
^oa  passed  between  the  Attorney-General  and 
the  Chief  Jtutice  on  the  subject. 

laea— AA 


LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Ormond 
for  one  month. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 

Mr.  WARD,  in  moving  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  t6  consider  and  report  upon  the 
subject  of  communication  to,  from,  and  within 
the  colony,  said  he  would  briefly  state  what 
the  duties  of  that  Committee  would  be.  The 
duties  the  Committee  would  have  to  perform 
were  the  same  as  those  of  the  Steam  Postal 
Committee  of  last  session.  He  had  given  the 
Committee  this  name  that  it  might  not  bo  pre- 
vented from  taking  into  consideration  any 
matter  affecting  the  steam  postal  communica- 
tion of  the  colony.  The  subject  was  as  im- 
portant to  cqnsider  this  session  as  it  had  been 
in  any  other  previous  session.  He  would  not 
now  discuss  the  postal  service,  as  he  c!'d  not 
believe  the  House  would  hear  him  patiently. 
The  queistion  fell  more  upon  the  Provin(  'al 
Governments  than  the  General  Govemmeit. 
He  proposed  to'  put  on  the  Committee  all  the 
Superintendents  who  were  members  of  the 
House,  and  for  such  provinces  as  bad  not  a 
Superintendent  in  the  House  ho  proposed  a 
member  of  its  Provincial  Executive,  and,  if 
neither,  by  nominating  some  one  member  for 
that  province.  By  this  means  the  interests  of 
each  province  would  be  regarded  ;  he  desired 
to  bring  into  the  Committee  the  greatest 
amount  of  practical  knowledge  and  general 
information  relative  to  the  requirements  of 
each  province,  which  the  Superintendents,  in 
virtue  of  their  position,  would  be  most  likely  to 
possess.  The  consideration  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Panama  route  of  communication 
with  England  and  the  establishment  of  tele- 
graphic oommtmication  would  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee.  He  proposed  that  this 
Committee  should  be  enabled  to  consider  and 
report  upon  these  matters  from  a  desire  not  to 
trouble  the  House  with  three  Committees  when 
one  would  do.  He  moved,  That  a  Select 
Coimnittee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  subject  of  communications  to, 
and  from,  and  within  the  colony;  the  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  Mr.  John  Williamson,  Dr. 
Peatherston,  Mr.  Moorhouse,  Major  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Colenso,  Mr.  Eyes,  and  the  mover;  the 
Committee  to  report  on  the  6th  August. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  the  Committee  was  a  very 
important  one,  and  it  would  have  very  im- 
portant matters  to  deal  with.  From  the  re- 
ports laid  on  the  table  he  learned  that  the 
postal  arrangements  between  the  Australian 
Colonies  and  New  Zealand  were  only  tempo- 
rary. He  would  submit  that  the  constitution 
of  this  Conmiittoe  was  not  a  fair  one,  when  it 
was  considered  how  the  cost  of  the  steam  com- 
munication was  defrayed.  The  total  cost  of 
the  steam  service  was  £52,000,  of  which  £14,000 
was  paid  by  the  Imperial  Government.  Out  of 
the  remaining  £38,000,  Otago  alone  was  bur- 
dened with  £18,700 ;  Auckland,  £7,460 ;  Wel- 
lington, £8,560;  Canterbury,  £4,400;  Nelson, 
*3,600;   Napier,    £440;    Marlborough,   £100; 
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Southland,  £450.  Otago  paid  nearly  one-half 
of  the  whole  amount  oontributed.  He  sub- 
mitted, therefore,  that  placing  but  one  lepie- 
sentative  of  Otago  on  the  Gonmiittee  was  not 
a  fair  composition.  He  trusted  that  the  Post- 
master-General would  see  this,  and  be  trusted 
to  his  good  sense  to  admit  that*  the  composi- 
tion was  not  a  fair  one,  and  that  he  would 
remedy  that  defect.  If  not,  he  (Mr.  Gillies) 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee be  selected  by  ballot. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  moved,  That  the  name 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  (Mi. 
<}illies)  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

It  was  remarked  that  the  full  number  that 
the  rules  of  the  House  allowed  was  on  the 
Committee. 

Major  RICHARDSON  remarked  that  the  ar- 
rangement between  Port  Chalmers  and  Mel- 
bourne was  a  contingent  one. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  (Mr.  Gillies)  should  recollect  that  there 
were  other  provinces  besides  Otago  which  paid 
largely  for  the  steam  communication.  The 
honourable  member  was  most  retidy  to  cry  out 
for  Otago,  but  he  (Mr.  Wood  J  felt  it  his  duty  to 
protect  the  interests  of  Auckland  as  far  as  those 
interests  lay  with  him.  He  recollected  well 
the  appointment  of  a  Steam  Postal  Committee 
last  session,  and  the  result  of  its  inquiry  and 
deliberation  was  that  Auckland  lost  all  direct 
steam  communication  with  the  Australian  Co- 
lonies and  with  the  provinces,  although  she 
paid  a  large  portion  of  the  subsidy.  Her  in- 
terests were  ignored  and  sacrificed.  Remem- 
bering, then,  hoyr  her  interests  were  sacrificed 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  seeing  that  honour- 
able members  were  so  exceedingly  jealous  of 
their  province,  it  behoved  the  members  for 
Auckland  to  guard  her  interests  with  most 
jealous  caro.  It  honourable  members  persisted 
in  the  motion  .for  adding  another  name  he 
would  move  that  the  Committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  expressed  his  surprise  at 
what  appeared  to  him  a  painful  and  extra- 
ordinary thing  they  had  just  witnessed.  One  of 
the  Ministers  moved  a  resolution,  and  then  they 
found  another  member  of  the  same  Ministry 
moving  an  amendment  on  the  resolution.  The 
Postmaster-General  moved  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committcp,  giving  the  names,  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  moved  that  thoy  bo  ap- 
pointed by  ballot.  He  regretted  an  amendment 
had  been  proposed.  He  would  support  the  ori-. 
ginal  proposition.  A  mor^  judicious  motion  it 
could  not  bo.  The  question  was  one  of  oppos- 
ing interests  between  the  -  provinces,  which 
would  require  dealing  with  with  the  greatest 
nicety,  that  each  province  might  be  fairly 
providud  for  and  pay  its  share.  He  hoped  the 
HouRc  would  support  the  motion  of  the  Post- 
master-Genci  al. 

Mr.  SPE.^llER  said  the  nimiberof  the  Com- 
■nittee  could  only  be  increased  by  notice  of 
notion  being  given.  When  it  was  determined 
that  a  Committee  bo  appointed,  any  honourable 
member  could  demand  that  the  Committee  be 
appointed  by  ballot.  It  would  not,  therefore 
Mr  QUlies 


be  of  any  use  to  discuss  whether  the  Oom- 
mittee  should  be  appointed  by  bailot,  as  by  a 
Standing  Order  any  honourable  member  owiU 
demand  it  as  a  right. 

Mr.  WOOD  explained  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  with  the  motion  of  the  Poetnusta- 
General.  He  wotdd  protect  the  interest  d 
Auckland  if  no  other  member  could  be  got  w 
do  it. 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved  the  snspensico 
of  the  Standing  Orders,  with  a  view  to  allow  the 
name  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
(Mr.  Gillies)  to  be  added. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  coidd  nott« 
put  without  the  usual  notice  being  given. 

A  long  discussion,  in  v^hich  several  hanaor- 
able  members  took  part,  ensued  upon  a  pinnt  d 
order,  arising  out  of  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  iel>- 
tive  to  the  ballot  not  being  clearly  understood ; 
after  the  settlement  of  which 

Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  question  be  di- 
vided into  two  parts  at  the  word  "cdony," 
whioh  was  put  and  agreed,  to. 

The  first  part  of  the  motion  Ehgreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  wished  to  make 
a  few  observations  in  reply  to  what  he  eaa- 
sidered  an  attack  made  by  the  Colonial  Ties- 
surer  upon  the  proceedings  of  a  Committee  on 
Steam  Postal  Communication  appointed  kit 
session.  Auckland  on  that  occasion  wasreiy 
fairlyreprosented  in  the  Committee — there  being 
three  members  of  it  representatives  of  Anck- 
land.  He  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member  d 
the  Committee,  and,  when  the  honourable  mem-' 
ber  said  the  interests  of  Auckland  were  satai- 
ficed,  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  begged  to  be  at  issue 
with  him.  Upon  that  occasion  it  was  found 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  would  only 
permit  of  one  line  of  steam  commnniostiai 
with  Australia,  and,  Nelson  beii>g  the  most 
central  place,  it  was  made  the  chief  point  d 
departure.  The  cireumsbmces  of  the  coIod; 
were  now  happily  altered,  and  they  were  enabled 
to  have  increased  communication.  He  belieied 
that  the-  whole  service  should  be  voted  by  tiJs 
House,  and  that  it  should  not  depend  upontaj 
province  to  withdraw  its  subsidy,  and  periufi 
thereby  disorganize  the  arrangements.  Be 
believed  that  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of 
this  Committee  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
entire  colony.  He  was  disposed  to  think,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Gillies) 
considered  Otago  entitled  to  have  another  mem- 
ber on  the  Committee,  ho  would  not  object  to  s 
similar  proposition  for  Auckland.  If  it  «en 
necessary  to  odd  another  for  Otago,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  add  one  also  for  Auckland. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  moved,  as  an  unrad- 
ment.  That  the  names  of  Mr.  Watt  and  Mr. 
Eyes  be  left  out,  and  that  the  names  of  Kr. 
BuBsell  and  Mr.  Gillies  be  inserted  iiutee^ 
thereof. 

Mr.  WATT  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EYES  decidedly  objected  to  his  nsme 
being  omitted.  It  was  not  very  long  ago  irfaen 
Otago  itself  was  but  a  very  insignificant  place. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  sympathized  with 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  who  ex- 
pressed his  painful  surprise  and  regret  at  see- 
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ing  the  Ministry  divided ;  bat  he  conid  assure 
the  honoanble  member  that  it  would  be  a  very 
frequent  oeourrence  during  the  session.  The 
mover  of  the  resolution  had  been  very  unfortn- 
nate  in  the  manner  he  brought  it  before  t^e 
House,  as  he  had  been  in  bringing  the  postal 
leiviee  before  the  colony — although  that  proved 
so  much  better  than  could  have  been  expected. 
He  (Kr.  Stafford)  had  no  doubt  the  Committee 
would  have  been  appointed  in  five  minutes 
had  the  honourable  member  abstained  from 
some  of  his  remarks.  Members  would'  have 
seen  from  the  names  proposed  that  each  pro- 
vince was  represented.  The  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral forced  upon  honourable  members  the  con- 
sideration that  they  represented  certain  political 
portions  of  the  colony,  and  that  to  their  special 
political  portion  each  one  should  direct  entire 
attention.  That  was  a  feeling  he  would  never 
share,  never  believe  in.  He  believed  any  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  House  would  do 
justice.  He  did  not  care  if  they  were  all  from 
one  province,  justice  would  be  done  by  them. 
The  remarks  in  reference  to  Auckland  being 
nnfaiily  dealt  with  were  uncalled  for.  That 
Committee  left  the  service  exactly  as  it  was ; 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony  would  not  ad- 
mit of  additionshl  communication.  The  re- 
n°'ements  of  the  colony  would  not  be  satis- 
with  less  than  three  lines — Auckland,  Cook 
Stilut,  and  Otago.  The  question  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  in  what  way  were  those  three  ex- 
isting lines  to  be  provided  for?  They  should  be 
borne  entirely  out  of  the  general  revenue.  The 
whole  service  should  be  considered  as  one  total 
charge  upon  the  revenue  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  CURTIS  objected  to  that  proposal  be- 
cause of  its  expense,  its  incompetency,  and  un- 
fairness. 

Mr'.  WABD  would  object  strongly  to  the  sub- 
stitution of  any  two  names  for  any  two  of 
those  in  the  motion.  He  regretted  that  he 
was  so  "  nnfortonate  ".  in  the  manner  of  bring- 
ing the  matter  before  the  House,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford) 
■aid;  but  he  hoped,  as  on  nearly  every  previous 
occasion,  the  event  would  prove  better  than 
was  anticipated.  He  disclaimed  giving  rise  to 
the  debate  by  any  remarks  of  his,  although  he 
was  well  pleased  that  the  debate  had  arisen. 
The  question  would  thereby  be  ventilated,  and 
it  was  one  of  those  which  were  the  better  for 
full  ventilation.  His  reason  for  putting 
those  names  on  the  Committee  was  simply  be- 
c&nse  he  believed  that  the  smallest  province 
had  an  interest  in  it,  and  if  any  member  from 
any  province  was  entitled  to  be  appointed  it 
would  surely  be  the  Superintendent  of  that  pro- 
vince. He  did  not  think  the  addition  of  one 
or  two  names  a  matter  of  much  importance, 
but  he  thought  Otago  was  uncommonly  well 
represented  on  the  Committee,  in  the  person  of 
the  hononrable  member  for  Dunedinr  (Major 
Richardson).  The  Otago  contract  between 
Port  Chalmers  and  Melbourne  was  only  a  con- 
tingent one,  and  was  not  allowed  to  be  on  the 
iteam  postal  service  of  the  colony.  If  they 
deducted  £10)000  from  the  sum  th^  honourable 
member  for  Brace  named  as  paid  by  Otago  it 


would  be  found  that,  though  the  remainder  waa 
considerable,  it  was  not  greatly  in  excess  of 
what  other  provinces  contributed.  Otago,  iii 
that  contract,  ddclin^  any  contribution  from 
the  other  provinces,  in  order  that  she  ihight 
have  it  all  for  herself.  He  would  state,  for  a 
fact,  that  £20,000  went  for  the  interprovincial 
service  alone.  - 

'  Major  RICHARDSON  rose  to  remark  a  most 
ungenerous  statement  of  the  Postmaster-Qene- 
ral.  The  honourable  gentleman  stated  that 
Otago  declined  (my  contribution  from  the  other 
provinces,  but  he  should,  in  common  fairness — 
aye,  in  common  honesty— have  stated  that  re- 
strictions were  proposed  which  Otago  could  not 
accept ;  and  he  might  have  stated  what  those 
restrictions  were. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member  had 
used  an  expression  which  he  was  sore  would 
be  withdrawn  when  the  honourable  member 
would  think  of 'it. 

Major  RICHARDSON.— What  was  the  ex- 
pression ?  _  . 

Mr.  FOX. — "  In  ooriimon  honesty,"  when 
speaking  of  w,^t  his  honourable  colleague  said 
in  reference  to  the  Otago  contract. 
'  Major  RICHARDSON  said  the  expression 
was  a  very  common  little  bne,  and  he  would 
not  have  any  objection  to  use  it  often. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  words  fell  harmless  on 
him,  and  he  had  not  noticed  them. 

Mr.  FOX  said  his  reason  for  thiqking  they 
ought  to  be  withdrawn  wae,  that  he  conceived 
such  expressions  were  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  impress  upon  mem- 
bers the  necessity  of  abstainmg  from  the  use 
of  words  that  were  in  any  way  calculated  to 
give  offence  or  to  lower  the  dignity  of  that 
House,  which  was,  and  should  be,  the  seat  of 
calm  deliberation. 

Major  RICHARDSON  then  withdrew  the 
enression. 

The  question^  "  That  the  names  proposed  to 
be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question  "  wa* 
negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  names  proposed  to  be  inserted.be  so  in- 
serted." 

Aybs,  26. 
Atkinson  Jollie  Russell 

BeU  .  Mantell  Watt 

Butler  Mason  Wells 

Colenso  Munro,  3.         Williamson,  Jaa. 

Curtis  Nixon  Williamson,  Jno. 

Domett  O'Neill  Wilson. 

Gillies  Richardson 

Graham,  G.       Richmond,A.J.         Teller. 
Graham,  R.       Taylor,  0.  J.     Riohmond,J.C. 


Nobs,  13. 

Brandon 

Harrison 

Taylor,  W.W 

Eyes 

Henderson 

Wood. 

Featherston 

Kenall 

FitzOerald 

Rhodes 

Teller.    . 

Fox 

Saunders 

Ward. 

Majority  for. 

12. 

Ainendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as 

amended,  agreed  to. 
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HAWKE'S  BAY  PETITION. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved,  That  the  petition 
from  the  i]ihci,bitant3  '  of  the  Province  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  complaining  ql  the  operation 
of  the  Civil  Commissioner's  Court  uiere  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GILLIES  remarked  that  this  was  the 
first  time  the  term  "  Civil  Commissioner  "  had 
occurred  in  the  House,  and  he  wished  to  kno^ 
what  a  Civil  Commissioner  was. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member's  ques- 
tion was  a  very  proper  one,  but  it  should  be 
put  on  the  Order  Paper  as  a  separate  question, 
and  not  mixed  up  with  the  present  motion.  He, 
however,  would  mention'  that  the  whole  of  the 
petition,  so  far  as  it  touched  upon  the  Civil 
Commissioner's  Court,  was  what  was  vulgarly 
called  "  a  mare's  nest."  The  gentleman  who 
acted  as  Civil  Commissioner  at  Kapier  was 
also  a  Resident  Magistrate,  and  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  (Mr.  Colenso's)  were  taken 
in  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  at  Napier, 
being  a  Court  where  any  Resident  Magistrate 
had  a  right  to  sit,  and  any  other  Magistrates  to 
sit  with  him. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOYERNMENT  RECORDS. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  for  a  return  showing 
the  number  of  cases  of  Government  records  and 
other  documents  lost  in  the  steamer  "  White 
Swan,"  and  specifying  the  nature  of  those 
records  and  documents. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he 'could  not  furnish  at  once 
all  the  required  information,  as  the  schedules 
and  other  papers  stating  what  documents  were 
gent,  were  themselves  lost.  He  would  lay  on 
the  table  to-morrow  a  statement  which  would 
give  the  House  some  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  inmiediately  write  to  Auckland 
for  further  information. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,*  That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed — to  confer  with  any  similar 
Committee  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  —  to  decide  as  to  what  course 
should  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  minutes  of 
proceedings  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  on  Military  Defence  appointed  last 
session  ;  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Fox, 
Dr.  Featherston,  -Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  FitzGerald, 
and  the  mover. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That  this  House  do  take 
into  its-  consideration  so  much  of  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech  as  relates  to  a  grant  of  Supply. 
He  had  to-day  given  notice  to  move  on  Turaday 
.certain  important  financial  resolutions,  and  on 
that  occasion  he  proposed  to  make  the  usual 
Financial  Statement.  After  that,  if  those  reso- 
lutions were  passed  pretty  much  as  proposed,  the 
estimates  would  be  at  once  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  ordinary  business  of  Supply  gone  on 
with.  There  could  not  possibly  bie  any  delay 
mth  regard  to  the  estimates,  as  thosa  docu- 


ments were  fortunately  saved  from  the  wteek 
of  the  "  White  Swan." 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  lit. 
SPEAKER  read  the  portion  of  His  Eicellsaey'i 
Speech  referred  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  Besolved,  Thst 
a  supply  bo  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  and  that 
the  House  to-morrow  (Friday)  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  to  consider  of  that  Supply. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  this* 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUN'CIL. 
Friday,  I8th  July,  1869. 


Select  Comifiittees— Joint  Committee*— Addieu  ii 
Reply— Lighthouses. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  t«D 
o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Addbess  to  Heb  Majesty. — The  Hon.  Dt. 
Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.Cutfield.  the  Hon.Msiar 
Richmond,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Bossell,  and  tlu 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

Ov  Selection  on  Peivate  Bnxs.— Tb« 
Hon.  Colonel  Russell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  MenziM, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Outfield,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jehnstoo, 
and  the  Hon.  Major  Richmond. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Private  Bills.— The  Hon.  Chief  Jtatios 
Amey  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

STANDma  Obdebs. — The  Hon.  Major  Bieh- 
mond,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell. 

MiLTTABY  Defence. — The  Hbn.  Mr.  Sewell, 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell,  the  Hon.  Csptua 
Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cutfield,  and  the  Hoo. 
Major  Richmond. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  moved  the  sdoptios 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  apporntM  to 
prepare  an  Address   in  .  reply   to  His  Eioel- 
lency's  Speech,  which  was  read  as  follows:— 
"  Mat  it  please  toub  Excellency,— 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  lojil 
subjects,  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  is- 
land, beg  leave  to  return  our  thanks  to  your 
Excellency  for  the  Speech  with  which  jrott 
have  been  pleased  to  open  the  present  sessioD 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

**  We  avail  ourselves  of  the  present  oppoita- 
nity  of  recording  our  deep  and  earnest  Em- 
pathy with  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  in  the 
.great  calamity  which  has  fallen  upon  her  and 
the  nation  at  leuge  in  the  death  of  His  Bo;*! 
Highness  the  Prince  Consort. 

"  We  recognise  gratefully  the  motives  which 
have  induced  your  Excellency,  in  undertaking 
the  Government  of  the  colony  at  the  presant 
difiScult  crisis,  to  forego  personal  consideratiMis 
and  incur  personal  sacrifices  for  the  take  of 
discharging  a  hi^  poblic  dufy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.]        Address  in  Seply.         [COUNCIL.]  Address  in  Beply. 


405 


"  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  w31 
dtTote  our  earnest  attention  to  the  various 
sat^ects  which  may  be  submitted  by  you  for  our 
eonsideiation  in  a  spirit  of  hearty  co-operation, 
with  an  earnest  desire,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  to 
give  effect  to  mdasures  conducive  to  the  pros- 
perity and.  advancement  of  both  races  of  Her 
Uajesty's  subjects  in  these  Islands. 

"We  acknowledge,  in  common  ^th  your 
Excellency,  the  great  mercy  of  Almighty  Qod 
TOOchsafed  in  the  recent  escape  from  shipwreck 
of  many  valuable  members  of  the  Legislature. 

"  We  acknowledge  gratefully  the  generous 
hospitality  extended  to  them  on  that  occasion. 

"  We  unite  with  your  Excellency  in  praying 
that,  in  the  exercise  of  our  legislative  function, 
the  Divine  blessing  may  guide  our  deliberations 
and  prosper  our  work." 

The  honourable  member,  iif  moving  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Address  in  reply  to  His-  ExcM- 
lency's  Speech,  said  he  would  not  venture  to 
oecupy  the  time  of  the  Council  by  dwelling  at 
length  on  the  diflerent  subjects  referred  to  in 
the  Speech,  as  these  would,  in  their  order,  be 
presented  to  their  consideration  during  the 
session  in  the  different  measures  to  be  brought 
before  them.  He  would  confine  himself,  in 
inj^rt  of  the  Address,  to  a  few  observations 
on  (he  Native  policy  indicated  by  the  Speech 
withwhich^he  present  session  of  thd  Assembly 
had  been  opened  by  His  Excellency.  Before, 
however,  referring  to  matters  having  imme- 
diate or  special  reference  to  the  interests  of 
this  colony,  he  might  be  allowed  to  state -his 
conviction  that  the  expression  in  the  Address 
of  their  d^ep  and  earnest  sympathy  with  Her 
Host  Gracious  Majesty  in  the  great  calamity 
which  had  fallen  upon  her  a^d  the  nation  at 
laige  in  the  d^ath  of  His  Boyal  Highness  the 
Frmce  Consort  would  meet  with  t^eir  unani- 
mous concurrence  and  approval.  The  feeling  of 
loyalty  was  one  most  strongly  implanted  in  an 
Englishman's  heart,  and  at  no  time,  he  (Mx. 
Stokes)  would  venture  to  assert,  was  that  feeling 
stronger  than  was  entertained  towards  the  gra- 
eioos  lady  who  was  our  present  Sovereign ;  and 
the^  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  colony  were 
calculated  to  give  greater  stren^h  and  intensity 
to  this  feeling.  To  the  great  majority  of  the  colo- 
nists, to  all  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  addres- 
ling.  Great  Britain  was  their  Mother-oountry, 
the  home  of  their  cherished  associations,  and  in 
«iossing  the  seas  to  another  climate,  in  malriTig 
for  themselves  in  another  country  a  new  home, 
tiiey  h^  only  lengthened,  not  severed,  the 
boMs  which  bound  them,  Uke  golden  cords,  in 
attachment  to  the  time-honouied  institutions 
of  their  country  and  in  loyalty  to  their  Queen. 
And  their  loy«l  and  earnest  sympathy  was 
hoghtened  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  rebol- 
leetion  of  the  exemplary  life  of  him  whose  loss 
bad  called  it  forth,  who  had  set  this  bright  ex- 
4mTde  to  his  adopted  countrymen — that  in  his 
exalted  position  as  first  subject  of  the  realm 
Hm  grft^t  honour,  the  most  lasting  repu- 
tation, was  to  be  gained  in  the  path  dt  dnfy. 
The  Address  expressed  their  grateful  reoogni- 
titm  of  the  motives  which  had  induced  His  Ez- 
'Cellency,  at  great  ptasonal  8a6rifiee,  t«  under- 


take the  government  of  the  colony  at  the  pre- 
sent difficult  crisis,  and  their  desire  to  consider 
suid  give  effect  to  all  measures  which  might 
conduce  to  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of 
both  races  in,  these  Islands  in  a  spirit  of  hearty 
co-operation.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
recount  the  story  of  the  events  which  led  to 
this  crisis ;  a  story  of  losses,  anxieties;  and 
distress ;  a  story  that  was  traced  in  che^actera 
of  blood ;  neither  had  he  any  desire  to  provoke 
a  discussion  on  the  policy  which  bad  led  to 
those  consequences.  It  was  sufficient,  in  order 
to  lay  before  them  the  real  nature  of  this  crisis, 
to  show  the  state  of  the  colony  as  described  in 
the  oficial  papers  which  had  been  laid  before 
them.  In  March,  last  year,  after  the  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  at  Taranaki,  Mr.  MoLean,  in 
a  report 'to  the  late  Governor,  thus  described 
the  condition  of  the  colony :  "  Thus  much, 
however,  is  certain:  that  uie  English  settle- 
ments in  Kew  Zealand  are  at  present  in  a 
more  dangerous  and  precarious  state  than  they 
have  been  at  any  period  since  the  foundation 
of  the  colony."  And  in  reply  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  this  province,  and,  still  later,  in  a 
despateh  to  the  Secretaiy  for  the  Colonies,  the 
late  Governor,  Colonel  Gore  Browne,  expressed 
it  as  his  opinion  that  a  renewal  of  the  war, 
which  be  appeared  to  regard,  as  inevitable, 
would  restdt  in  the  destruction  of  the  property 
scattered  tlirough  all  the  different  settlements 
of  this  Island,  and  in  the  ruin  of  the  settlers. 
It  was  at  such  a  crisis,  when  those  acquainted 
with  the  real  state  of  the  country  looked  for- 
ward to  the  future  with  well-founded  apprehen- 
sion and  alarm,  when  the  page  about  to  be  unr 
folded  to  their  anxious  gaze  seemed,  like  the 
Prophet's  scroll,  to  be  written  within  and  with- 
out with  lamentations,  and  monming,  and  woe  ; 
it  was  at  this  critical  period  when,  with  the  re- 
turning spring,  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
hostilities  would  be  renewed,  Uiat  Sir  George 
Grey  arrived  in  New  Zealand  to  undertake  the 
government  of  the  country ;  and  in  expressing 
their  grateful  recognition  of  the  motives  which, 
from  a  hi^h  sense  of  duty,  had  induced  him  to 
accept  this  office,  they  must  feel  it  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  heartfelt  congratulation  that  a  man  of 
his  tried  abilities  and  great  influence  with  the 
Natives  had  been  appointed  the  Governor  df 
this  colony.  They  had  now  before  them  the 
institutions  which  were  proposed  by  His  Excel- 
lency for  the  acceptance  of  the  Native  tribes, 
and  which  had  already  in  some  districts  been 
adopted  by  them.  Without  entering  into  detail, 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  him  to  observe  that 
the  principle  on  which  they  were  founded  was 
to  restore  the  eonfidence  of  the  Natives  by  re- 
dressing the  wrongs  of  which  they  complained, 
to  satisfy  their  craving  after  law  and  order,  to 
advance  them  in  civilization,  and  to  educate 
them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  British 
subjects,  by  allowing  them  .to  take  part  in  theil 
loccil  self-government.  This,  in  substance,  was 
the  policy  put  forward  by  His  Excellency  foi 
the  government  of  the  Native  tribes,  with  the 
full  concurrence  and  support  of  his  Ministry  M 
expressed  in  their  oonstitntional  minute.  This^ 
in  substance,  was  the  policy  which  by  the  Ad- 
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dtess  they  pledged  themselves  to  oonaidei  in  a 
■pirit  of  hearty  co-opeiation.  Mnch,  yeiy  much, 
most  depend  on  the  way  in  which  the  details  of 
this  pohcy  \tere  carried  oat,  and  on  the  agents 
to  whom  this  work  was  intrusted.  Time  and 
patience  were  required  for  its  development,  but 
even  now  it  was  not  without  its  fruits.    To  this 

elioy  might  be  fairly  attributed  the  present 
mquilli^  of  this  Island,  and  he  might  refer 
to  the  road  which  had  recently  been  made  by 
the  military  from  Auckland  to  the  Waikato 
country,  to  the  prevention  of  further  hostilities 
among  the  Kative  tribes  at  Kaipara,  and  to  the 
zeoent  acquisition  of  the  Coromandel  Pistriot 
aq  evidence  of  His  Excellency's  influence  with 
the  Natives,  and  as  some  of  the  fruits  of  this 
policy.  And  even  in  those  districts  where  as 
yet  uiese  institutions  had  not  been  accepted 
by  the  Natives,  there  was  a  growing  inclination 
in  their  favour,  of  which  a  remarkable  illustra- 
'  tion  occurred  within  the  last  few  days  on  the 
west  coast  of  this  province,  where  one  halt  of 
the  Ngatiiaukawa  Tribe  publicly  seceded  from 
the  king  movement,  alleging  as  a  reason  that, 
since  the  Ministry  had  pnt  fdrword  a  reasonable 
policy,  the  king  movement  had  no  body,  and  fell 
to  the  ground.  It  rested  with  the  Assembly  to 
strengthen  this  feeling  among  the  Natives  by 
giving  vigour  and  effect  to  this  polic;y.  This 
was  not  the  first  occasion  that  the  Natives  had 
looked  forward  with  confident  expectation  to 
the  deliberations  of  the  great  runanga  of  the 
pakehas,  and  they  would  give  them  lunple 
leason  for  believing  their  confidence  to  be  well 
founded  by  giving  the  sanction  of  law  to  such 
measures  as  would  place  this  policy  on  a  per- 
manent basis,  afford  the  most  effectual  gua- 
nmtees  for  a  lasting  peace,  and  secure'  the 
prosperity  of  both  races. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  formaUy  seconded 
the  adoption  of  the  Reply. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIE8  would  not  move 
amy  amendment  on  the  reply  proposed  to  be 
adopted,  but  did  not  wish  by  giving  a  silent 
vote  that  the  House  might  be  supposed  to 
pledge  itself  to  the  entire  policy  of  Ministers ; 
ne  oould  not  himself  indorse  that  policy  till 
time  had  shown  it  successful. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  expressed 
his  gratification  that  the  Reply  had  not  been 
•llowed  to  pass  without  debate  ;  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  most  proper  that  the  Council  should 
take  some  notice  of  the  important  topics 
touched  on  in  that  Speech.  As  the  Council 
would  have  another  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  feelings  on  the  subject  of  we  bereavement 
which  the  Sovereign  had  sustained,  he  would 
not  at  that  time  do  more  than  advert  to  that 

e>rtion  of  the  Speech.  He  congratulated  His 
zeellency  on  his  reappointment  to  the  go- 
vernment of  New  ZesJand,  and  the  colony 
apon  again  receiving  a  Governor  whose  genius 
for  dealing  with  half-civilised  races  had  been 
displayed  in  the  important  post  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  his  guidance.  The  policy  to  which 
His  Excellency  was  about  to  give  practical 
effect  had  for  some  time  been  described  by 
anticipation  as  a  "  new  policy,"  but  the  mind 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  oonunonity  would 
Son.  Mr.  Stokes 


now  be  relieved  by  the  official  annotmoement, 
in  the  Speech  of  Hi4  Excellency,  that  the 
present  scheme  was  based  upon  the  measniea 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1858.  He  (Chief  Justice  Amey) 
was  rejoiced  at  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
proposed  that  the  administration  of  jostioe 
should  in  future  be  conducted  among  the 
Maoris  in  Native  districts;  but  he  did  object 
to  the  power  of  appeal  which,  in  a  measure 
circulated  by  the  Attorney-General,  it  had 
been  proposed  to  give  in  certain  cases.  He 
considered  that  the  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  in  the  selection  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates—  that  they  were  competent  for  their 
duties,  and  that  their  decisions,  except  in  cases 
of  excess  of  jurisdiction,  or  where  their  pR>- 
ceedings  were  palpably  illegal  on  the  face  '0< 
them,  should  be  final.  This  was  essential  bott 
for  the  dignity  of 'their  office,  and  for  the  in- 
vention of  that  harassing  litigation  which  he 
feared  would  ensne  if  it  were  possible  to  cany 
appeal  in  such  cases  as  he  had  referred  to  t» 
the  Supreme  Court.  His  Honour  then  referred 
to  the  several  reports  of  the  district  rnnangat, 
and  although,  of  course,  he  did  not  idlow  hiiD- 
self  to  think  that  those  assemblies  had  all  at 
once  attained  to  the  dignity  and  order  of 
European  Parliaments,  yet  he  saw  in  them 
the  promise  of  highly  benefleial  institutionf 
(or  the  Native  race.  He  thought  that  soon  the 
Maoris  would  find  that  the  making  of  roads 
through  their  country  increased  the  value  <t 
their  own  lands,  and  therefore  they  wonld 
cease  any  opposition  to  road-making.  He 
also  thought  that  some  system  should  be 
adopted  by  which  the  Natives  might  be  enaUed 
to  sell  small  blocks  of  luid.  Of  course,  whes 
a  Native  wished  to  sell,  a  purchaser  wooU 
require  a  title,  and  thus  a  system  of  indivi- 
dualization of  Native  title  would  be  encouragsd. 
There  was,  however,  unfortunately,  a  dark  side 
to  the  picture,  and,  whilst  there  was  mock 
cause  for  congratulation,  he  must  be  allowed 
to  refer  to  the  lamentable  state  of  Taranaki; 
he  described  the  relief  which  had  been  afforded 
the  unfortunate  settlers  of  that  province  as  a 
miserable  pittance,  and  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment were  prepared  to  propose  an  increase  of 
the  amount  which  the  Assembly  had  already 
voted.  The  calamities  which  had  befalka 
Taranaki  were  the  result  of  measures  of  tb» 
Government,  and  not  of  those  who  had  to  bear 
the  misfortunes.  He  should  ever  feel  that  the 
motives  and  conduct  of  tiie  Mttlera  of  /Taia- 
naki,  in  connection  with  the  transactions  which 
were  followed  by  the  desolation  of  that  province, 
had  been  maligned.  The  early  settlers  of 
Taranaki,  it  appeared  to  him,  from  a  pemal 
of  the  records  of  the  c(^ny  as  exhibited  in 
the  Blue  Books,  had  settled  and  invested  their 
capital  under  moral  guarantees  both  from  the 
Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments,  which  had 
never  been  fulfilled.  They  'were  taught  to  sz- 
peot  the  enlargement  of  the  area  of  their  lands, 
but  suffered  only  restriction.  -The  Genoal 
Assembly  had  pronounced  to  be,  at  least,  not 
unjust,  those  very  proceedings  by  which  the 
innocent  inhabitants  of   that   ^nvinee  were 
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phmged  in  mueiy  and  rain.  If  the  QoTemot 
at  Govetnment  did  not  feel  jnstifled  in  asking 
for  a  further  vote  in  aid  of  the  settlers  of 
Taranaki,  he 'considered  the  Assembly  should 
themselves  originate  a  measure.  Coming  back 
to  the  subject  of  the  administration  of  justice 
amongst  the  Natives,  he  would  express  a  hope 
that  the  new  Courts  would  be  more  in  the 
nature  of  what  were  called  Coorts  of  Con- 
science, and  that  substantial  justice  would  be 
administered  without  too  rigid  an  adherence  to 
the  mere  forms  of  law.  In  conclusion,  he  not 
only  sincerely  hoped,  but  confidently  antici- 
pated, that  the  •  scheme  of  His  Excellency 
would  be  the  means  of  producing  law  and 
order  among  the  Native  race. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  expressed  his  satis- 
botion  that   the   Council  had  departed  from 
Uieir  usual  practice  by  discussing  the  answer 
to  His  Excellency's  Speech.    It  was  the  proper 
occasion  for  honourable  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  express  their  opinions  on  the  subjects 
Tned  for  their  consideration.    As  a  member 
the  Qovemment  he  should  have  had  but 
WAt  to  say,  but  that  he  was  desirous  of  re- 
iernng  to  a  few  points  on  which  the  Council 
might  expect    or    desire   explanation.     With 
reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Menzies,  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  did  not  consider  that 
in  adopting  the  proposed  Address  the  Council 
hedged  itself   implicitly  to  give  its  sanction 
to  the  whole  policy  of  the  Government.    That 
would  be  discussed  when  measures  in   detail 
were  brought  before  th^m.    The  policy  of  the 
Qovemment  was  not  put  forward  as   a  new 
policy.    It  was,   as  had  been  correctly  said, 
the  policy  of   1858,  which  had   hitherto   lain 
dormant,  now   brought   into   active   vitality. 
He  (Mr.   Sewell)  thought  it  wiser   to  adopt 
plans  which  had  been  already  matured  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Legislature  than  to  attempt 
new  inventions.    In  reference  to  the  financial 
bearing  of  Sir   George   Grey's  plans   on    the 
interests  of  the  colony,  he  pointed  out  that, 
taking  the  rough  estimated  cost  of  these  plans 
at  £50,000  a  year,  that  amount  was  not  dis- 
proportionately  large   considering   the    total 
revenue  of  the  colony,  which  this  year  would 
exceed  £100,000,  and  estimating  the  numbers 
of  the  Native  race  at  about  fifty  thousand,  or 
about  one-half  the  European  population.    But 
Uiat  sum  would  be  diminished  by  the  contri- 
bution offered  by  Sir  George'  Grey  on  behalf  of 
the  Imperial  Government.    The  present  charge 
for  Native  purposes  amounted  to  upwards  of 
£30,000,  including  the  annual  votes.    He  dis- 
claimed, on  the  part  of  the  colony,  its  exclusive 
liability  for  the  cost  of  civilizing  and  governing 
the  Native  race,  as  well  as  the  principal  ^hare 
of  the  charge   of   defending  it  from  Native 
attacks.    These  were,  in  part,  at  least,  liabili- 
ties of  .the  Imperial  Qovemment.    At  the  same 
time  he  was  convinced  that  the  true  interests 
no  less  of  the  Imperial  Govetnment  than  of 
the  colony  required  that  there  should  be  no 
separate  administration  of  Native  affairs.   No- 
thmg  could  be  more  fatal  than  a  return  to  the 
old  system  of  double  Government  and  divided 
departments  under  which  Native  affairs  had 


been  heretofore  conducted.  If  a  new  inex- 
perienced Governor  was  appointed,  it  would  be 
sskfer  that  he  should  be  guided  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Native  affairs  by  his  ordinary  Advisers 
than,  as  hitherto,  by  irresponsible  persons.  At 
present  the  case  was  exceptional.  Under  a 
Governor  like  Sir  George  Grey,  a  man  of  great 
capacity  and  great  personal  experience  in  Na- 
tive affairs,  it  was  obvious  that  'the  principal 
direction  of  Native  affairs  must  bo  left  with 
him.  Every  step,  indeed,  now  taken  involved, 
possibly,  military  operations,  and,  therefore 
affected  Imperial  interests.  Upon  questions  of 
this  kind  Ministers  could  not  presume  to  exer- 
cise control.  With  respect  to  Taranaki  he  (Mr. 
Sewell)  expressed  his  deep  sympathy  with  that 
province.  Beference  had  been  made  to  the 
claims  of  the  settlers  to  full  compensation  for 
their  losses,  and  the  quota  which  had  been 
appropriated  as  yet  by  the  Legislature  to  that 
object  had  been  justly  treated  as  inadequate. 
But  he  reminded  the  Council  that,  when  the 
grant  of  £25,000  was  made  by  the  Assembly  in 
1860,  there  was  a  kind  of  express  stipulation 
that  this  should  be  regarded  as  a  fineJ  settle- 
ment of  account.  That,  in  his  opinion,  pre- 
cluded the  Government  from  originating  any 
measure  for  reopening  the  question.  If,  how- 
ever,, the  feeling  of  the  other  branch  of  ^he 
Legislature  should  be  in  favour  of  reopening 
the  question  and  enlarging  the  grant,  he  (Mr. 
Sewell)  would  individually  support  any  such 
proposal.  As  regarded  the  future  destinies  of 
Taranaki,  he  fully  sympathized  with  the  people 
of  that  province  in  their  anxious  longing  for  a 
termination  of  their  present  suspense.  A  littla 
consideration  would,  however,  show  that  any 
announcement  by  Ministers  at  the  present 
moment  of  specific  measures  to  be  adopted 
would  be  impossible.  If  asked  what  were  the 
views  of  Ministers,  their  views  were  distinctly 
recorded  in  the  minutes  submitted  to  the 
Governor  on  his  arrival.  Their  language  was 
this:—   • 

"  As  regards  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  re- 
ference to  the  settlement  of  Taranaki,  several 
courses  are  open. 

"  1.  Matters  may  be  left  as  they  are,  in 
which  case  the  settlement  will  by  degrees 
dwindle  away.  Settlers  will  abandon  it,  par- 
ticularly with  the  temptation  of  neighbouring 
goldfields  presented  to  them.  It  will  become 
practically  a  military  post,  but  to  be  main- 
tained at  heavy  cost  with  no  definite  object, 
for  the .  restoration  of  the  settlement  under 
such  circumstances  would  be  hopeless. 

"  2.  It  may  be  abandoned  altogether — a  sng- 
gestion  which  would  not,  it  is  imagined,  be  for ' 
a  moment  entertained.    In  fact,  to  abandon  it 
would  involve  a  loss  of  prestige  dangerous  to' 
the  colony  generally. 

"  8.  'Vigorous  measures  may  be  taken  to  re- 
establish our  position;  and  this  appears  to 
Ministers  the  true  polipy.  If  there  must  be  a, 
war  it  is  better  far  that  it  should  be  at  Tara- 
naki than  elsewhere,  for  whatever  mischief 
could  be  inflicted  on  British  settlements  by  a 
state  of  war  has  been  done  there.  Thd  penal- 
ties of  a  WELT  have  been  already  paid.     Besides 
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this,  the  case  of  the  Ngatiruanui  and  Tara- 
naki  Natives  is  the  one  which  presents  fewest 
giouiids  of  sympathy  with  other  Natives.  They 
engaged  in  the  quarrel  without  provocation, 
and  were  guilty  of  gross  outrages.  Their  pre; 
sent  attitude  is  one  of  such  open  hostility  as  in 
the  eyes  of  well-affected  Katives  themselves 
would  not  merely  justify  but  demand  on  our 
part  active  measures  against  them  and  retribu- 
tion for  the  wrongs  done.  Added  to  this,  if 
operations  were  carried  on  with  a  view  to  open 
up  and  establish  military  oommunicatioa  by 
roads  bet\*cen  Taranaki  and  Wanganui,  such 
operations  would  be  attended  with  some  facili- 
ties, and  in  the  end  with  great  patent  advan- 
tages. 

"  Ministers  are  of  opinion — so  far  as  they  can 
presume  to  offer  an  opinion  involving  military 
considerations — thac  firm  and  decisive  action 
should  be  taken  in  this  direction.  They  be- 
lieve the  effect  would  bo,  in  no  long  space  of 
time,  to  bring  the  Ngatiruanuis  and  Taranokis 
into  submission.  The  settlement  of  Taranaki 
might  then,  in  the  end,  bo  re-established  on  a 
Bafer  basis,  and  ba  enabled  to  recover  and  ex- 
tend itself. 

"  It  is  not  improbable  that  hostile  operations 
in  the  Taranaki  country  would  draw  towards  it 
some  portion  of  the  Natives  of  other  distjricts. 
Sudh  a  possible  result  would  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  Ministers,  be  a  sufficient  reason  against  the 
course  of  action  which  they  recommend. 

"  The  time  and  manner  of  commencing  such 
operations  would  require  distinct  consideration. 
The  first  object  appears  to  be  as  far  as  possible 
to .  win  back  the  allegiance  of  the  bulk  of  the 
Native  people,  and  to  place  the  settlements  in 
an  effective  position  of  defence.  Ministers  do 
not  apprehend  any  aggressive  movements  on 
the  part  of  the  Natives  as  likely  'to  result  from 
the  course  which  they  recommend,  except 
against  the  settlements  of  New  Plymoutii  and 
Wanganui. 

"  There  appears  to  Ministers  no  inconsist- 
ency in  dealing  with  the  main  body  of  the 
Natives — the  Waikatos,  in  particular,  with  a 
gentle  and  even  friendly  hand,  and  endeavour- 
ing by  all  legitimate  means  to  recall  and  attach 
them  to  us ; '  and  at  the  same  time  assuming  a 
stem  and  decisive  attitude  towards  the  Ngati- 
ruanuis and  Taranakis,  with  a  view  to  compel 
from  them  material  guarantees  for  their  future 
good  behaviour," 

If  questioned  as  to  Sir  George  Grey's  inten- 
tions, his  reply  must  be  that  no  distinct  answer 
could  at  present  be  given  to  such  s  question.  It 
must  rest  with  Sir  George  Grey  to  determine 
'  the  time  and  the  manner  of  dealing  with  the 
case  of  Taranaki.  The  people  of  Taranaki 
might,  however,  be  assured  that  it  was  not  in 
Sir  George  Grey's  mind  to  abandon  their  inter- 
ests or  to  leave  them  in  their  present  plight. 
Meantiine,  all  that  had  been  done  since  his 
arrival  had  its  bearing  on  the  ultimate  solution 
of  that  difficulty.  E^ogrees  had  been  made  in 
restoring  the  confidence  of- the  Natives  and 
detaching  them  from  the  king  party.  The 
road  to  the  Waikato  would  secure  Auckland 
from  that  quarter.  This  cleared  the  way  for 
Hon  Mr.  8tw»U 


whatever  might  be  the  plan  of  opeianons 
finally  decided  on  for  the  reinstatement  of  the 
Taranaki  settlement.  [The  honourable  member 
concluded  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  wisdom 
and  energy  shown  by  Sir  George  Grey  in  th« 
whole  coursd  of  his  proceedings  since  his  w- 
rival  in  the  colony.] 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  ia  a 
return  of  the  correspondence  between  the  C<io- 
nial  Secretary  and  the  Provincial  Government 
of  Southland  with  reference  to  lighthouses  is 
Foveaux  Strait,  explained  that  his  object  in 
making  this  motion  was  to  ascertain  the  views 
of  Government,  and  what  was  proposed  to  be 
done  by  them  with  reference  to  tixia  subject. 
In  August  last  the  Provincial  Council  ot 
Southland  directed  their  attention  to  this  sab- 
jeot,  and  obtained  reports  from  many  eoai^ 
manders  of  vessels  frequenting  the  Strait, 
which  had  since  been  forwarded  to  the  General 
Government.  It  was  shown  by  these  reports 
that  lights  in  the  Strait  were  very  mnch 
wanted,  that  the  navigation  was  dangeroas, 
subject  to  heavy  gales  and  thick  weather,  ami 
that  there  were  reefs  and  shoals  in  the  Strut 
There  were  important  interests  at  stake,  as  the 
greatest  part,  perhaps  nine-tenths,  of  the  tikffie 
to  Otago  and  Southland  passed  through  Foveaax 
Strait,  and  this  traffic  was  rapidly  increaang. 
By  the  official  returns  it  was  shown  that  in  the 
quarter  ending  the  31st  December,  I860,  H 
ships,  of  9,430  tons,  traded  to  Otago  and  Sontii- 
land;  in  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1861 ,  the  number  of  ships  was  143 ;  tonnscc, 
61,210.  The  exports  for  1860  were  £55,626 ;  tat 
1861  they  amounted  to  £852.690.  The  imports 
for  1860  were  dE325,162 ;  for  1861  they  were 
£931,820.  The  Customs  revenue  for  the  qnsr 
ter  ending  the  31st  December,  1860,  was  £9,369 ; 
for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  December,  1861, 
£41,481.  He  thought  these  facts  were  sufficient 
to  show  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
the  necessity  for  providing  lighthouses  in  the 
Strait. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  in  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  quite  concurred  with  his  honourable 
friend  in  the  importance  of  the  question,  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  lighthooses  for  Fo- 
veaux Strait.  The  question  of  erecting  light- 
houses on  the  coatits  of  New  Zealand  was  one 
which  had  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  the  chief  difficulty  they  ind 
to  contend  with  was  that  of  providing  the  neces- 
sary funds.  As  to  the  management  of  the  li^t- 
houses,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  placed 
under  local  Marine  Boards,  subject  to  tb* 
supervision  of  a  general  Board.  [The  hoDoa^ 
able  member  intimated  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  originate  a  meaaon 
on  the  subject.] 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Oooncil  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE   OP   EEPRESENTATIVBS. 
Friday,  18th  July,  186S. 

Ministerial  Statemerit  —  Judicial  —  Lighthoaseg  — 
Postal  Communication— CroTfD  Orants — ^Volnn- 
.  teen  and  Militia  —  Xiighttionses  —  Mlnntes — 
Jadici&l  —  Native  Affairs  —  Crown  Grants  Bill 
(No.  1)— Second  Beading— Supply— Audit  Com- 
mittee.   

Mr.  Spsakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pratebs. 

.    MTNISTERUL  ST.A.TEMENT. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  House  would  recollect  his 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  yester- 
day intimated  that  on  Tuesday  he  would  be 
prepared  to  make  his  Financial  Statement.  It 
had  since  been  intimated  to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  by 
Toanj  members  that  it  would  be  unsatisfactory 
to  the  House  to  enter  upon  financial  business 
before  they  had  hod  a  fall  statement  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Oovernment  with  regard  to 
Kative  Affairs.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
was  quite  prepared,  on  Tuesday  ev^ng  next, 
on  moving  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  oa  the 
disposal  of  Native  Itmds,  to  go  fully  into  the 
subject. 

Ifr.  WOOD,  in  consequence  of  the  statement 
just  made,  would  postpone  till  Wednesday  next 
the  following  resolution :  That  this  Committee 
will  sanction  the  issue  of  moneys  from  the 
public  chest  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Act  of  1861-63  until  the  Ap^Hropriation  Act 
for  the  current  financial  year  is  passed  — on 
moving  which  he  would  make  his  Financial 
Statement,  and  postpone  till  a  future  day  the 
other  resolutions  of  which  he  had  given  notice. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  SAUN^DERS  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Why  the  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Kelson  have  been  postponed  from  the  15th  of 
the  present  month  to  the  15th  August? 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  best  answer  he  could  give 
would  be  to  lay  oh  the  table  the  corre8pon4ence 
between  his  Honour  the  Judge  and  the  At- 
tomey-Oeneral. ' 

lilGHTHOUSES. 

Mr.  CUKTIS  asked  the  Government,  Why 
the  be€UK>n  in  the  French  Pass  has  not  been 
erected,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  last 
session,  and  when  it  will  be? 

Mr.  WOOD  replied  that  when  he  was  in 
Nelson  he  arranged  with  the  Superintendent 
tiiat  the  beacon  should  be  erected  by  the  local 
aaAoritiea,  and  that  when  erected  the  General 
Government  would  pay  for  it.  The  delay  was 
probably  caused  by  the  Superintendent  sending 
to  England  for  the  beacon,  which  he  appeared 
to  think  wonld  be  cheaper.  The  Government 
were  about  to  introduce  a  Marine  Boards  Bill, 
and  questions  of  this  kind  would  come  under 
the  oonnderation  of  such  Boards. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 
Ifir.   WELLS,  in   consequence  of  recent 
ohaogea  in  ttie  general  mau  aetvioe  of  the 


colony,  asked  the  Postmaster-General,  What 
provisions  had  been  made  for  conveying  the 
southern  mails  to  Nelson,  by  what  means  they 
were  to  be  conveyed,  and  about  what  date  they 
might  be  expected  to  arrive  ? 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that,  immediately  on  the 
arrival  of  the  English  mail,  the  "  Stormbird  " 
or  "  Wonga  Wonga  "  would  convey  it  to  Nelson 
and  run  on  to  Taranaki  and  Mtmukau. 

CROWN  GRANTS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND— in  moving  for  a  re- 
turn of  all  promises  of  Crown  grants  ma^e  to 
persons  of  the  Native  race,  showing  the  date 
of  every  such  promise,  the  position  of  the  land 
to  be  granted,  the  person  by  whom  and  au- 
thority by  which  such  promises  were  made; 
whether  they  have  been  fulfilled  or  not ;  and,  if 
not,  why  not ;  with  any  other  information  bear- 
ing on  the  matter — said  his  attention  had  been 
particularly  drawn  to  this  subject,  which  had 
given  him  great  annoyance,  by  a  memorandum 
of  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's,  dated  the  llth  November, 
1861,  from  which  he  read  the  following  ex- 
tract : — 

"  The  honour  and  good  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned  in  forthwith  considering 
the  question  and  the.  means  of  fulfilling  the 
numerous  promises  which  have  at  various  times 
been  nlade  to  Natives  that  they  should  receive 
Grown  grants  for  land  set  apart  for  them.  Ac- 
companying papers  refer  to  no  less  than  twenty- 
two  cases  in  the  single  Province  of  Wellington, 
in  which,  either  by  special  promise  or  by  some 
other  kind  of  engagement,  the  Government  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  issue  Crown  - 
grants.  Cases  are  also  specified  as  having 
occurred  in  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay, 
numerous  others  are  known  to  exist  in  the 
Province  of  Taranaki,  a  few  apparently  in  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  ^d  there  is  no  doubt 
that  similar  promises  have  been  made  in  the 
Middle  Island.  The  acreage  promised  to  be 
granted,  according  to  the  enclosed  papers  alone, 
IS  7,691  acres ;  but  the  total  throughout  the 
Islands  must  greatly  exceed  that  quantity." 

The  colony  would  be  anxious  to  have  these 
promises  fulfilled,  and  it  was  extremely  desir- 
able they  should  know  the  full  extent  of  the 
evil,  that  immediate  steps  might  be  taken  to 
remedy  it.  His  Excellency  had  transmitted  a 
despatch  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  the 
9th  January,  1862,  and  printed  No.  25,  in 
Papers  E.-l,  requesting  to  have  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  without  delay  enabling  the 
Oovernment  to  give  grants  in  fulfilment  of 
such  promises,  to  which  course  Ministers  had 
given  their  approval  in  a  minute  on  His  Excel- 
lency's despatch.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
the  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  Imperiu 
Legislature  might  have  interfered,  but  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  had  very  properly  declined  to  do  so, 
and  he  waa  very  glad  the  correspondence  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  FOX  seconded  the  motion  proformd,  and 
laid  on  the  table  the  return  asked  for  as  far  as 
it  could  be  given  this  session,  containing  all  the 
particulars  required  except  the  person  by  whom 
the  promises  were  made,  and  the  reasons,  if 
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not  fnlfilled,  why  not;  the  only  aaiswei  to  which 
could  be,  that  the  duty  of  fulfilling  them 
Tested  on  the  irresponsible  Native  Department. 
Neither  the  House  nor  any  Ministry  could  be 
blamed  for  the  neglect.  As  to  the  Oovemor'a 
despatch,  it  was  not  unnatutal  he  should  take 
that  step  on  finding  after  an  eight  years'  absence 
that  promises  made  by  him  just  before  leaving 
lemained  still  unfulfilled,  and  to  preserve  his 
character  with  the  Natives  he  thought  not  an 
hour  should  be  lost  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
legislation  for  fulfilling  them.  '  The  assent  given 
by  Ministers  in  the  minute  referred  to  would 
be  found  to  be  a  very  qualified  one. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  fairly  throw  from  its  shoulders 
any  odium  that  might  attach  to'  the  non-fulfil- 
mentof  these  promises.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  himself  admitted  in  his  minute  the 
legal  impossibility  of  carrying  out  the  promises 
as  the  law  stood.  The  ofBcers  of  the  Native 
Department  were  authorized  to  make  the  pro- 
mises, but 'it  devolved  upon  the  higher  branches 
of  the  Government  to  point  out  in  what  way 
they  were  to  be  fulfilled.  He  was  willing  to 
take  his  share  of  the  blame  which  attached  to 
the  late  Ministry  for  not  haVing  sought  by  legis- 
lation to  enable  the  promises  to  be  fulfilled,  the 
subject  having  been  more  than  once  brought 
before  them.  Some  blame  attached  also  to  the 
present  Ministry,  though  in  less  quantity,  as 
they  had  been  in  office  less  time.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Butt  (Mi^.  Pitzherbert) 
had  made  a  great  mistake  the  other  evening  in 
laying  too  much  stress  on  the  constitutionuity 
.of  the  Ministry.  Their  approval  —  though,  it 
might  be,  reluctantly  given — of  His  Excellency's 
despatch  was  a  mistake  upon  the  part  of  those 
who,  the  House  was  told,  were  anxious  to  retain 
in  the  hands  of  the  Colonial  Government  the 
management  of  Native  affairs,  a  mistake  which; 
made  by  any  other  Ministry,  the' honourable 
member  woiUd  have  been  the  first  to  condemn 
them  for. 

Mr.  FOX  requested  the  honourable  member 
to  read  the  minute.  There  were  some,  techni- 
cal difficulties  in  the  way,  which  rendered  it 
doubtful  if  this  House  could  have  done  what 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  read  the  minute,  and  re- 
marked that  in  it  Ministers  *had  not  given  that 
reason  for  assenting  to  His  Excellency's  pro- 
eeeding.  There,  need  not  have  been  a  doubt 
that  the  General  Assembly  could  legislate  on 
the  question.  It  was  not  for  the  Colonial 
Ministry  to  support  the  idea  which  had  been 
circulated  among  the  Natives,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  travel  beyond  the  country  to  obtain 
them  redress ;  and  he  was  extiemely  thankful 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle— whose  despatch  the 
House  would  recognize  as  being,  like  all  the 
Duke's  despatches,  that  of  a  straightforWekid 
English  gentleman — for  refusing  to  stinction  a 
proceeding  which  would  have  been  used  after- 
wards to  make  the  Natives  suspicious  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  towards 
them ;  and  he  trusted  that,  before  the  House 
was  requested  to  put  all  Native  power  in  the 
hands  of  those  gentlemen,  to  have  from  them 
JIfr.  Fox  • 


an  entire  abnegation  of  the  idea  that  tiny 
woilld  ever  seek  beyond  this  Liegislatoie  the 
means  of  enforcing  their  power. 
Mi.  gillies  wished  the  motion  had  been  a 

funeral  one,  and  not  one  with  regard  to  the 
laoris  only,  for  he  believed  there  were  at  least 
a  hundred  cases  of  promises  of  Crown  grants 
to  Europeans  standmg  unfulfilled.  Howenr 
jealous  the  late  Ministry  might  have  been  of 
going  outside  the  Honae  for  power,  they  wan 
equally  jealous  in  another  direction,  and  took 
care  that  as  few  grants  should  be  issued  as  pos- 
sible under  the  power  they  had.  But  now  he 
saw  some  prospect  of  a  movement  in  the  matter 
of  settling  these  promises  ia  both  Natives  and 
Europeans,  the  present  Ministry  being  desiroui, 
as  far  as  they  could,  to  give  effect  to  existiiig 
statutes.  £Le  did  not  think,  therefore,  it  «u 
fair  to  charge  them  with  in  any  way  betraving 
the  powers  of  the  House  in  a  matter  wlien 
there  was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  this  Hooia 
had  the  necessary  power. 
.  Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  this  had  been  a 
frequent  subject  of  discussion  in  the  seasioni  of 
1860  and  1861,  and  when  the  Assembly  was 
prorogued  last  year  he  thought  it  would  be  |Ul , 
easy  and  desirable  thing  to  collect  together  &» 
cEises  where  grants  had  been  promised ;  but 
when  he  set  about  it  he  was  staggered  with  tiu 
immense  difficulty  of  asoertaimng  the  extant 
of  the  question.  He  found  that  the  Crown  had 
entered  into  engagements  to  issue  Crown  gtantt 
08  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  ceasioD  o{ 
territory;  other. cases  of  cession  of  territaif 
where  the  Natives  were  to  bay  land  at  tba 
usutbl  price  and  get  Crown  grants ;  and  other 
cases  of  reserves  for  individuiJs ;  and  he  toaai 
it  was  a  larger  matter  than  any  one  had  any 
idea  of ;  for,  with  some  few  exceptions,  wlxte 
grants  had  been  given  at  the  time,  the  whole 
had  gone  into  oblivion — the  residents  even  in 
the  places  where  the  promises  were  made  being 
in  many  oases  totally  ignorsuit  of  their  exist- 
ence. In  Taranaki  there  were  upwsbrds  of  a 
hvmdred  cases  where  Natives  had  ptiid  for  land 
lOs.  per  acre,  and  not  got  the  Crown  grants. 
The  return  laid  on  the  table  would  afford  tha 
House  valuable  information,  and  would,  ha 
trusted,  enable  them '  to  deal  with  the  qnesti(»i 
in  a  summary  way.  On  the  other  point  which 
had  been  raised,  he  agreed  that  it  was  tha 
proper  function  of  the  General  Assembly  t» 
make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  these  and  similar  promises.  The  lata 
Governor  desired  the  Assembly  to  place  him  in 
a  position  to  make  these  grants  vnthont  refar. 
ence  to  the  Ministry,  who  must  be  looked  upon 
as  the  House,' and,  in  fact,  as  the  colony ;  and 
the  Governor,  when  acting  without  their  advice, 
was  the  Imperial  Government.  It  metered 
little,  then,  he  thought,  whether  the  Governor 
obtained  an  Act  from  the  Imperial  Govemmant 
or  asked  the  Assembly  for  an  Act  to  enable  him 
to  deal  with  the  question  without  oonsultiiig 
his  Ministers.  It  would  be  now  desiiabla  to 
enable  the  Governor  in  future  to  make  promisaa 
and  give  -grants  immediately.  The  faulnre  in 
the  performance  of  these  promises  bad  prodooad 
diasatisfaotion  in  the  mmds  of  a  great  nnmbac 
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<if  Natives,  and  only  that  day  two  chiefe  had 
bean  to  him  asking  whether  they  would  get  a 
lair  hearing  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  so  be 
enabled  to  get  their  grants ;  upon  which  he 
told  them  to  write  a  letter  to  the  House,  which 
would  give  it  every  consideration,  and  do  them 
•U  the  justice  in  their  power. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  did  not  agree  with 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  BeU)  upon  the  Oovempr's 
proceeding.  The  House  tnight  be  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  money  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Qovemor  alone  for  Native  purposes,  but  would 
not  approve  of  his  procuring  from  the  Imperial 
Qovemment  power  to  appropriate  any  of  their 
money  without  their  consent.  The  Natives  re- 
ferred to  at  Taranaki,  in  the  Eua  Block,  had 
ooonpied,  fenced,  let,  and  cultivated  their 
lands,  had  paid  taxes  in  respect  of  them  for 
making  roads,  and  all  they  wanted  was  a  legal 
title.  Trusting  that  something  would  be  done 
this  session  to  settle  all  these  claims,  he  begged 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

VOLUNTEERS  AND  MILITIA. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved  for  a  nominal 
retom  of  all  persons  who  have  held,  since  the 
year  1853,  or  who  now  hold,  commissions  in  the 
New  Zealand  Militia  or  Volunteers,  showing 
the  dates  and  grades  of  all  former  commissions 
— in  both  or  either  corps,  as  the  case  may  be — 
held  by  each,  as  well  as  the  dates  and  grades  of 
lihe  commissions  now  held ;  together  with  the 
dates  of  all  resignations,  and  the  causes  of  such 
tesignatians,  where  &ny  have  been  stated. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
eopies  of  any  correspondence  between  His 
Excellency's  Government  and  the  Provincial 
Oovenupents  of  Southland  or  Otago  on  the 
•nbject  of  lights  in  Foveaux  Strait^ 

MINUTES. 

Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  the  proceed- 
ings in  this  House,  between  the  tin^e  of  prayers 
Ml  the  ^t  day  of  the  present  session  and  the 
time  of  the  summons  to  attend  the  Governor  in 
the  ball  of  the  Legislative  Council,  ought  not  to 
be  drawn  into  precedent ;  otherwise  he  thought 
h  would  be  Mr.  Speaker's  duty,  if  the  House 
■honld  again  be  placed  under  similar  circnm- 
■taaoes,  tp  adjourn  the  House  from  day  to  day, 
in  accordance  with  the  minutes  aS  they  stood, 
ilMitfiad  of  merely  leaving  the  chair  to  resume 
it  when  His  Excellency  should  be  ready,  as  he 
contended  was  the  proper  form,  the  whole  period 
being  only  one  dttmg. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  24. 

. 

Atkinson 

Fitzherbert 

Nixon 

Bell 

JoUie 

O'NeiU 

Bntlet 

Graham,  G. 

O'Rorke 

Onrtis 

Graham,  B. 

Richardson 

Byes 

,  Monro,  J. 

BichmoBd,A.7 

Richmond,  J.  C.Watt 


Saunders 
Stafford 
Taylor,  0.  J. 

Brandon 
Colenso 
Domett 
FitzGerald 


Wilson. 


Wells  TeUer. 

WiUiam8on,JnoCarleton. 

NoKS,  9.' 

Russell  Wood. 

Taylor,  W.W.        Teller. 
WilIiamson,Jas  Gillies. 

Majority  for,  16. 


Motion  s^eed  to. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved.  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider  what  measures 
should  be  taken  for  facilitating  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  the  Province  of  Otago,  l^  the 
appoinbnent  of  a  permanent  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  that  province,  by  providing 
an  interim  Judge  until  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment can  be  made,  or  otherwise;  the  Com- 
mittee to  consist  pf  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,. 
Mr.  FitzGerald,  Dr.  Featherston,  Mr.  Domett, 
Major  Richardson,  and  the  mover ;  report  to  be 
brought  up  on  24th  instant.  He  said  that,  in  the 
session  of  1860,  a  resolution  passed  the  House  by 
which  District  Courts  were  to  be  abolished  and 
another  Supreme  Court  Judge  recommendedi 
for  Otago.  In  1861  a  report  by  tiie  existing 
Judges  was  laid  before  the  House  expressing, 
the  opinion  that  no  more  were  required.  But 
now  the  appointment  of  a  Supreme  Court  Judge 
for  Otago  had  become  absolutely  necessary.. 
The  District  Court  having  been  abolished,  and 
the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  not.  having 
been  able  to  try  civil  cases  for  a  period  of  ei^It 
months,  no  suits  above  £20  could  be  tried. 
He  was. aware  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a. 
permanent  Judge,  but  some  temporary  pro- 
Vision  must  be  made  immediately,  and  he  - 
therefore  moved  for  the  Committee,  who  might 
as  well  also  tak£  into  consideration  the  amount 
of  the  salaries,  which  at  present  were  so  small 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  gentlemen  ol 
high  standing  and  character  for  the  office. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  seconded  the  motion, 
and  regretted  it  did  not  go  further  and  include- 
the  consideration  of  the  staff  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  all  over  the  colony,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Court  of  Appeal. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  interior  districts  of 
Marlborough  and  Nelson,  and  even  the  Town 
of  Nelson  itself,  frequently  laboured  under  the 
same  difficulties  as  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce ;  and  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  the  addition  after  the  word  "  other- 
wise "  of  the  following :  "  and  generally  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question  of  the  im:provement  of 
the  administration  of  justice  throughout  the. 
whole'oolony." 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  was  quite 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  motion,  and  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  have  the  assistance  and 
suggestions  of  a  Select  Committee  on  these 
important  subjects.  One  reason  why  no  step- 
had  been  taken  towards  procuring  a  Judge  for 
Otago  was  that  the  Legislative  Council  passed 
a  resolution  last  session  expressing  their  dis- 
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apptobation  of  the  Ministry  having  any  voice 
in  the  appointment  of  Judges ;  and  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  considered  it  his  duty  to  await 
the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon 
that,  for  had  they  concurred  in  it  a  great  diffi- 
culty would  thus  have  been  thrown  in  the  way. 
It  would  be  seen  by  papers  before  the  House 
how  entirely  the  Home  Government  disclaimed 
the  fimction  as  one  of  theirs.  The  other 
reason  had  been  met  this  year  by  placing  a 
permanent  salary  on  the  Civil  List  for  another 
Judge.  It  was  true  that  the  District  Court 
had  been  abolished  before  alterations  were 
made  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  he  did  not  take  much  blame  to  the  present 
Ministry  for  that,  as  last  session  he  attempted 
to  re-enact  temporarily  a  Bill  giving  extended 
looal*juri8diction  to  Eesident  Magistrates  ;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  determined  opposition  of 
the  late  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
it  was  abandoned  at  a  late  period  of  the  session. 
The  District  Judge  of  Otago  had  not  been  re- 
moved,' but  had  resigned,  and  the  Resident 
Magistrate  at  Nelson  baud  positively  refused  to 
accept  the  extended  powers  offered  him  under 
the  District  Courts  Act,  or  so  much  incon- 
■venience  would  not  have  been  felt  there. 

Amendment  agreed  to.       , 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  for  a  return  of  all 
persons  who,  since  the  1st  January,  1860,  have 
been  convicted  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
whose  sentences  have  been  in  whole  or  in  part 
remitted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor ; 
together  with  copies  of  all  correspondence  with 
the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  each  case, 
and  with  any  other  persons,  relating  to  the 
remission  of  every  such  sentence,  and  also  all 
memoranda  setting  forth  the  groimds  of  the  re- 
mission of  such  sentence  in  each  case. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved  for  copies  of  any  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  Maori  reserve  at 
Arowhenua,  near  Timd.ru,  or  to  the  manage- 
ment of  Native  affairs  in  that  district  of  the 
R»vince  of  Canterbury. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL -(No.  1). 
Mr.  WARD,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  to  facilitate  the  preparation  and  issue  of 
Crown  grants,  said  the  object  of  tiiis  Bill  had 
been  recognized  by  the  House  in  previous  ses- 
sions to  be  a  very  desirable  one — namely,  to 
alter  the  place  of  signature  and  issue  of  grants 
from  Auckland,  or  other  place  where  the  Go- 
vernment might  be  stationed,  to  the  respective 
provinces  in  which  the  land  was  sola,  and 
cause  them  to  be  signed  by  the  Superintendents 
on  behalf  of  the  Governor;  thus  avoiding  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  sending  the  grants 
from  one  part  of  the  colony  where  they  were 
made  to  another  part  to  be  signed,  a  proceeding 
■which  not  only  involved  great  risk  and  delay, 
bnt  also  prevented  that  close  examination  of 
the  grants  which  could  not  be  properly  made 
4may  firom  the  place  where  were  the  plans  and 
Jlr.B'oa 


records  connected  with  the  grant,  and  which vem 
necpssary  to  insure  that  it  was  the  docameitt 
that  ought  to>  be  issued  to  the  person  ri».mn^ 
These  were  the  three  great  points  to  be  secured : 
rapidity  of  preparation,  safety,  and  the  fMth- 
fulness  of  the  grant  as  a  document  witneesing 
a  transaction  between  the  Crown  and  an  indi- 
vidual. The  machinery  by  which  this  objeot 
was  sought  to  be  gained  might  appear  at  fint 
sight  cumbrous  and  complicated,  but  it  was 
not  more  so  than  that  now  in  use,  and  when  in 
actual  operation  it  would  be  found  not  compli- 
cated at  all,  but  very  easy.  Every  grant  would 
pass  through  three  examinations — ^namely,  by 
the  Crown  Lands  Commissioner,  the  Receiver 
of  Land  Revfenue,  and  the  Provincial  Surveyot, 
and  if  all  these  said  it  was  right  it  would  be 
signed  and  issued  in  the  quickest  manner.  By 
this  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  associate  with  the 
Superintendent  in  each  province  two  other 
persons,  forming  with  him  a  Commission,  to 
sign  and  seal,  with  a  seal  of  their  own,  the 
Crown  grants.  The  Commissioners  might  fitly 
be  the  Chief  Surveyor  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands.  In  order  to  get  the  grant  pro- 
perly issued  it  was  proposed  to  pass  it  to  the 
Registrar  of  Deeds  to  register  it  and  keep  it  safe 
for  the  applicant.  In  order  to  keep  people  from 
leaving  their  grants  in  the  office,  which  many 
did  on  account  of  the  £1  fee,  he  proposed  the 
£1  should  be  paid  in  advance,  together  with 
the  purchase-money  of  the  land.  This  issue  of 
Crown  grants  being  a  matter  in  which  it  con- 
cerned the  faith  of  the  Crown  to  see  that  evety 
sale  made  by  its  authority  to  an  individual  wx 
done  rightly  and  properly,  and  evidenced  as  it 
ought  to  be  by  the  deed,  machinery  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  which  apparently  tended 
to  complicate  the  matter.  A  copy  of  each 
grant  and  the  certificate  of  each  officer  mi 
to  be  made  concurrently  with  the  document! 
themselves,  for  the  General  Government.  Thit 
would  really  involve  no  more  trouble  than  bad 
to  be  gone  through  now  in  the  Secretaiy  fat 
Crown  Land's  Office,  while  be  would  be  savtd 
from  the  anxiety  of  mind  attendant  upon  sgn- 
rng  grants  of  the  correctness  of  which  he  knew 
nothing.  If  the  Housd  passed  the  Act  in  ita 
present  shape  they  would  have  achieved  a  great 
step  towards  what  should.be  the  end  and  aim 
of  all  who  had  to  deal  with  the  lands  of  the 
colony — namely,  leaving  the.least  possible  timd 
between  the  day  when  a  purchiuser  paid  hia 
money  and  the  day  when  he  got  his  final  instro- 
ment  entitling  him  in  every  Court  of  law  to 
the  possession  of  .his  land.  If  this  Bill  helped 
to  bring  any  nearer  the  day  which  should  M 
the  last  claim  on  the  waste  lands,  he,  recolleot- 
ing  that  he  had  bad  the  honour  to  move  tb* 
second  reading,  would  feel  that  he  had  das* 
one  good  day's  work. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  thought  it  desirabla  tbtt 
the  House  should  spend  some  little  time  is 
discussing  a  measure  like  this,  and  ha  km 
more  for  the  purpose  of  setting  the  examplt 
and  raising  a  discussion  than  of  offering  u| 
opposition  to  the  Bill  or  expressing  a  stzoBg 
opinion  of  his  own.  With  every  di^Kwition  to 
bow  to  the  opinions  of  the  Government  be  bad 
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been  a  little  shocked  at  reading  this  Bill.    The 
hononrable   gentleman    hod    given    them  the 
strongest  argiunont  in  its  favour  when  he  said 
it  was  necessary  to  relieve  him  from  the  great 
anxiety  of  min^  under  which  he  has  been  suffer- 
ing.   A  greater  nuisance  certainly  did  not  exist 
than  that  grants   prepared  in  the  provinces 
should  be  sent  up  for  revision  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  which  was  like  appealing  from  a 
snperior  to  on  inferior  Court,  as,  whoever  of  the 
central  Government  it  was  referred  to,  he  would 
know  less  about  it  than  those, by  whom  it  was 
prepared.    If  the  idea  was  absurd  of  sending 
up  copies  for  thd  Government  it  was  absurd 
then  to  talk  of  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
Crown.   For  who  was  the  Crown?   His  honour- 
able friend  the  mover,  so  far  as  this  question 
was  concerned ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why 
"  the  Crown  "  should  not  bo  as  well  represented 
by  a  Superintendent  as  by  a  man  holding  a 
Commission  signed  by  the  Governor.    A  system 
had  been  going  on  of  taking  away  by  little  and 
Uttle  the  powers  of  the  Provincial  Government, 
a  process  considered  by  many  honourable  mem- 
boa  in  this  House  and  the  other  a  desirable 
one ,'  but  that  was  not  supposed  to  be  the  view 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  at  the  Ministerial 
table.  '  The  honourable  the   mover  had  been 
supposed  to  be  one  who  held  the  opinion  that 
whatever  could  be  done 'in  the  provinces  ought 
to  be  so  done  by  the  constitutional  Government 
of  the  province.     But  by  this  Bill  they  were 
going  to  take  the  power  of  issuing  grants  from 
the  Crown,  and  give  it  to  authorities  in  the 
province  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose  by 
the  General  Government.    If  they  were  to  pass 
such  a  Bill  as  this,  let  them  go  at  once  to  the 
root  of  the  matter  and  say  there  should  be  no 
Governments  in  this  colony  independent  of  the 
Crown.    If  Superintendents  were  appointed  by 
the  Government   this  Bill  would  never  have 
been  heard  of,  for,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
Government  would  have  delegated  its  authority 
to  the  Superintendents.    Then  the  large  ma- 
chinery detailed  in  this  Bill  for  the  issue  of 
grants ;  he  much  doubted  if  that  was  an  improve- 
ment.   The  validity  of  the  grant  was  imperilled 
by  putting  into  an  Act  of  Parliament  every  little 
step  of  the  process,  any  of  which  being  vVanting 
the  grant  would  consequently  not  be  valid. 
Some  of  these  processes,  moreover,  were  al- 
ready provided  for.     Then,  if  the  grant  was 
issued  m  the  province,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  go  to  the  trouble  of  sending  it  to  the 
Governor  at  all.    Then  it  was  required  to  be 
sent  to  the  Registry  Ottioe,  making  the  registry 
an  act  of  the  Responsible  Government,  in  con- 
travention  of    the   principle    that   every  one 
thonld  register  his  own   property.      On    the 
whole,  he  was  tempted  to  oppose  the  Bill,  as  he 
did  not  see  much  hope  of  getting  a  more  pro- 
vincial poUoy  introduced  into  it  in  Conunittee, 
though  the  honourable  gentlemen  in  opposition 
would  probably  sacrifice  party  to  principle  to 
was  the  Bill.    He  had  no  doubt  his  honourable 
friend  the  mover  would  have  been  glad  to  see 
»  Bill  passed  by  which  the  whole  power  should 
be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial 
authorities,  bat,  baiowing  he  could  not  hope  to 


pass  such  a  Bill,  was  willing  to  take  as  much 
as  he  could  get. 

>Ir.  COLENSO  thought  the  Bill  too  provin- 
cial. It  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  people, 
because  they  looked  to  the  Crown  as  the  source 
from  which  they  got  their  lands.  In  answer 
to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  he  would  mention  that  Crown  grants 
under  the  present  system  went  through  all 
those  three  "  mills  " — the  Receiver  of  Land 
Revenue,  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  and 
Chief  Surveyor  of  the  province — and  yet  errors 
had  been  detected  in  them  at  Auckland.  '  His 
principal  objection  to  the  Bill  was  that  it  was 
contrived  to  increase  the  political  powers  of 
Superintendents.  It  would  also  increase  tho 
expense  to  small  provinces.  This  Bill,  by  re- 
quiring Crown  grants  to  be  issued  at  once, 
would  multiply  their  number,  parties,  especi- 
ally among  the  working-classes,  often  buying 
neighbouring  small  allotments  at  difierent 
periods,  which  were  allowed  to  stand  over,  and 
all  put  into  one  grant.  For  these  treasons  he 
would  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but,  if  it  passed,  would  endeavour  to  amend 
it  in  Committee. 

Mr.  CARLETON  would  object  to  the  Bill, 
on  the  groimd  that  it  increased  the  powers  of 
Superintendents.  Upon  the  first  perusal  of  tha 
Bill  it  appeared  to  be  devised  to  give  greater 
powers  to  the  Provincial  Legislature ;  but  upon 
a  careful  consideration  it  would  be  found  to  in- 
crease the  power  of  oi^e  branch  of  the  Provin- 
cial Legislature  only.  In  point  of  fact  it  would 
be  a  very  large  increase  of  power  given  to  one 
man.  To  the  general  object  of  the  Bill  he  did 
not  object,  but  to  some  of  the  provisions  he  did 
strongly  object.  The  Superintendent  was  the 
worst  person  in  whom  the  power  could  be  in- 
vested. The  Superintendents  would  be  exposed 
to  temptation ;  they  may  be  superior  to  it,  but 
he  would  not  liJke  to  lead  them  into  temptation. 
He  scarcely  Ipiew  whether  to  vote  against  it  in 
the  hope  of  throwing  it  out,  or  wait  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  be  amended  in  Committee.  But 
he  thought  the  risk  too  great,  and  would  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  thought,  if  the  Bill  was  to  be 
brought  into  operation  at  all,  the  Superin- 
tendent was  the  most'proper  person  to  exercise 
the  iKiwers ;  but  he  would  rather  himself  wait 
for  a  grant  from  the  Governor.  He  should 
support  the  Bill,  however,  in  order  that  people 
might  sooner  get  a  marketable  title,  the  delay 
which  ordinarily  occurred  being  of  serious  con-  ^ 
sequence  to  some. 

Mr.  GILLIES  thought  the  idea  a  most  ex- 
traordinary one,  that  this  should  go  to  increase 
the  political  power  of  Superintendents.  Thej 
were  merely  executive  handles  for  putting  the 
seal  on.  The  Governor  could  not  he  forced  to- 
sign  a  grant ;  but  let  a  Superintendent  refuse, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  would  be  able  to  com- 
pel him  to  perform  his  duty.  Therefore  gran- 
tecs  would  be  in  a  much  better  position  than 
if  the  power  of  signature  was  restricted  to  the 
(jk)vemor.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  that  there  was  no  use 
in  an  this  machinery  of  Commissioners.     In 
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I860  a  BUI  was  iiitroduoed  similar  to  this,  and 
this  part  of  it  was  objected  to  then  ;  but  the 
Commissioners  were  left  in  because  the  then 
Ministry  refused  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass  with- 
out thdm.  These  Commissioners  would  not  be 
any  extra  safeguard,  for  it  was  on  the  Oommis- 
sioner  of  Crown  Lands,  the.Beceiver  of  Land 
Bevehue,  and  the  Chief  Surveyor  that  they  must 
<depend.  In  the  General  Government  office  no 
information  was  available,  that  could  prevent 
'the  Governor  actually  signing  a  second  grant 
for  the  same  land.  He  should  endeavour  to 
have  the  Superintendent  made  the  sole  Commis- 
sioner, the  Superintendent  being  for  the  time  the 
highest  representative  of  the  Crown  in  the  pro- 
vince. As  to  delivering  the  grant  to  the  Begis- 
trar,  that,  he  apprehended,  was  Co  bring  the 
Land  Registry  Act  into  operation — that  Bill 
providing  that  all  Crown  grants  should  be 
registered  before  being  issued.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  hardship  to  have  to  pay  down  £1  on 
every  purchase.  On  the  whole,  be  considered 
the  Act  one  which  the  House  should  allow  to 
go  into  Committee,  with  the  view  of  making 
several  desirable  amendments  in  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  would  vote  for  the  Bill,  sub- 
ject to  alterations  in  Committee,  and,  having 
suffered  himself  from  a  delay  of  eight  years  in 
the  issue  of  a  Crown  grant,  he  would  do  lis 
utmost  to  pass  through  the  House  a  Bill  for 
accelerating  the  issue  of  such  grants. 

Major  RICHAEDSON  thought  the  Bill  con- 
tained all  the  essential  elements  of  a  good 
practical  Bill.  The  power  of  checking  Crown 
grants  residing  solely  with  the  provincial  au- 
thorities, the  principle  of  this  Bill  wsiS  a  cor- 
rect ontf,  and  it  should  be  allowed  to  go  into 
Committee. 

Mr.  DOMETT  supported  the  Bill;  He  could 
not  understand  the  ohjection  that  it  would  in- 
crease the  political  power  of  Superintendents. 
He  did  not  believe  it  would  do  so  in  the  way  of 
permitting  them  corruptly  to  part  -with  the 
Crown  lands,  or  to  show  favouritism ;  but  it 
would  doubtless  increase  the  importance  of 
their  position  to  invest  them  with  a  power 
generally  considered  as  a  kind  of  Boyal  func- 
tion peculiar  to  the  Crown  and  Governor.  He 
approved  of  the  checks  put  upon  Superin- 
tendents in  the  exercise  of  their  power  by 
'Coupling  with  them  the  Commissioners  pro- 
posed. It  would  be  a  considerable  hardship, 
he  agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  to  require  the  payment  of  £1  on 
.every  purchase  of  a  section;  and  it  would 
also  very  considerably  mcrease  the  work  to  be 
done  in  the  offices.  The  delay  in  the  issue  of 
grants  might  perhaps  have  been  corrected  with- 
out delegating  the  power  of  signature  at  all, 
.and  this  would  be  preferable,  because  nine 
people  out  of  ten  would  prefer  to  have  their 
grants  signed  by  the  Govemoir.  The  chief 
■  cause  of  the  delay  was  the  copying  in  Auck- 
land of  all  the  documents  and  plans.  If  every- 
thing else  necessary  was  done  in  the  provincial 
offices,  and  the  grant  sent  to  His  Excellency 
merely  for  his  signature,  the  only  delay  would 
be  that  of  transmission,  which  would  not  be  so 
very  great  an  inconvenience,  most  people  leav- 
Mr,  O  lite 


ing  their  grants  for  a  considerable  time  in  tlia 
office.  The  plan  of  sending  them  to  the  Begii- 
trar  would  be  the  cause  of  as  much  delay  as  (t 
present  existed,  unless  a  large  stafi  were  em- 
ployed in  the  Registry  Office.  He  should  vote 
for  the  second  reading,  but  expected  to  we 
several  amendments  made  in  Comnuttee. 

Mr.  STAPFOBD  would  not  oppose  the 
second  resiling,  especially  since  by  the  last 
clause  the  Bill  was  reserved  foir  H^  Majesty's 
assent.  The  delay  in  the  issue  of  Crown  granti 
was  often  unfairly  attributed  to  the  General 
Government ;  but  the  chief  part  of  it  was  the 
delay  of  the  Provincial  Governments  in  slid- 
ing them  up  for  the  Governor's  signaton. 
Machinery  of  the  sort  proposed  would  not  tend 
to  obviate  that  delay.  But  it  was  necessuy 
for  accuracy  that  there  should  be  some  delay. 
Crown  grants  should  be  issued  with  caatian, 
and  he  should  always  look  with  great  suspidon 
on  any  happy-go-lucky  method  of  prepanng 
these  important  documents. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  could  not  conceive  what 
advantage  there  was  in  the  signature  of  tbt 
Governor  over  that  of  the  Superintendent,  aS 
a  man  wanted  being  simply  a  document  show- 
ing that  he  was  the  owner.  Some  honourable 
members  appeared  to  forget  the  a pirit  of  sll  ths 
legislation  in  this  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
waste  lands.since  18S6.  The  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment, indeed,  in  signing  Crown  grants  vm 
nothing  as  compared  ^ith  the  powers  they  had 
granted  to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  of  the  po- 
vinces.  Though  accepting  the  Bill  as  an  in- 
stalment of  improvement,  he  considered  the 
basis  it  proceeded  upon  to  be  entirely  objection- 
able. The  proper  executive  officer  for  the  iamt 
of  Crown  grants  was,  in  those  provinces  where 
the  administration  of 'waste  lands  was  vested  in 
the  Superintendent,  the  Superintendent  him- 
self, and,  in  those  provinces  whSre  it  was  not 
so  vested,  the  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lon^ 
who  shtiuld  have  the  power,  not  of  signing,  bat 
of  affixing  a  seal.  He  had  recorded  his  own  in- 
dividual protest  since  185S  against  any  plan  of 
issuing  Crown  grants  except  this  simple  one; 
and  the  day  would  certainly  come  when  this 
course  ijvOuld  be  Considered  not  only  the  eadeit 
and  most  expeditious,  but  also  as  afiording  the 
best  check  and  the  utmost  security. 

Mr.  W.4RD,  in  replying,  referred  to  the  ob- 
jection which  had  been  raised  to  the  constito- 
tion  of  the  Commission.  If  they  had  to  dele- 
gate powers  belonging  to  the  Governor  to  tie 
people  of  any  place  where  there  was  no  SIIpe^ 
intendent,  all  would  agree  that  the  Commissiai 
should  embrace  about  three  persons — certainly 
not  less.  That  such  a  certificate  of  title  shonla 
issue  from  any  province  without  the  name  of 
the  Superintendent  woold  be  a  great  mistalie. 
Th%  actual  check  placed  upon  him  by  allying 
him  with  two  other  Commissioners  amounted, 
in  fact,  to  very  little,  as  there  was  nothing  to 
check  the  Superintendent  in.  A  large  amount 
of  work  was  placed  upon  him  without  anyaddi- 
tional  dignity  or  power.  As  the  principal  officer 
of  the  province,  he  simply  placed  his  name  to 
a  certificate  of  a  sale  of  land,  under  the  regu- 
lations of  the  province.    Under  the  present  sys- 
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tarn,  though  discrepancies  in  manuscripts,  spell- 
ing of  names,  acreage,  Ac.,  might  be  found  out, 
and  often  caused  considerable  delay,  the  most 
important  errors,  anything  vrrong  with  regard  to 
the  land  itself,  which  the  Government  purported 
to  record  as  belonging  to  a  certain  person,  could 
not  be  found  out  at  all  in  Auckland,  To  avoid 
these  errors,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  de- 
spatch, was  the  object  of  the  Bill  of  which  he 
now  moved  the  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill. 

TS   COMlCnTEE. 

Clause  1  read  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. — The  Gk)vemor  may  issue  Commis- 
sions authorizing  the  persons  hereinafter  men- 
tioned to  issue  Crown  grants. 

Mr.  OUiliUiS  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  words  "persons  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  who  are  in  this  Act  termed  the 
Commissioners,"  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  the  words  "  Superintendent  of  eiaoh 
province  respectively  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  question." 


Aybs,  28. 

Atkinson 

Mason 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Butler 

Munro,  J. 

Watt 

Colenso 

Nixon 

Wells 

Curtis 

O-NeiU 

Williamsoi^.Jas. 

Domett 

Bichardson 

Williamson.Jno. 

Eyes 

Bichmond,  A.  J.Wilson 

Pox 

Bichmond,  J.  O.Wood. 

Graham,  a. 

Bhodes 

Stafford 

TeUer. 

JoUie 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

NOBB,  4. 

Ward. 

FitzO»iald 

TeUer. 

Oilliee 

BeU. 

O'Borke. 

Majority  for,  24. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  otherwise  amended  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  18  read.  . 

The   Committee   divided   on   the  question 
""  That  Mr.  Chairman  do  now  report  progress.'" 

Atbs,  13. 
BeU  Nixon  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Colenso  Rhodes  Watt. 

Domett  Bichardson 

Gillies  Bichmond,  J.  O.        Teller. 

Monro,  D.  Stafford  Brandon. 

Noes,  12. 
Eyes  O'Neill  Williamson,Jno. 

Fox  O'Borka  Wood. 

Graham,  G.      Taylor,  0.  J.  Teller. 

Mason  Williamson,  Jas  Ward. 

Munro,  J. 

Majority  for,  1. 

I^ngress  reported,  and  .  leave   given  to  sit 
again  to  reconsider  clause  2. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of 
«he  Whole. 


Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Crown  Lands  Bill. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  the^  went   into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

m   COMKITTEB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  a  supply  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  "  The 
Audit  Act,  1858,"  Mr.  SPEAKER  appointed 
Thursday  next,  the  24th  day  of  this  instant, 
July,  for  the  election  by  baillot  of  the  Audit 
Committee. 

The  House  adjoutned  at  half-past  nine 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  2Ut  July,  1862.. 


AdclreSB  in  Beply— Bills  Introduced— Qoldflelds— 
Constttation  of  CovmcU — Leave  ol  Absence — 
Town  of  Clinton  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spkakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

ADDBESS  IN  BEPLY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the 
Council  that  he  had  presented  His  Excellency 
with  the  Address  adopted  by  the  Council  in 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech,  and  that  His 
Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing reply : — 

"  HoirouBABtJE!  Gentlemen   of   the   Leois- 
IJ.T1VB  Council, — 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  Address  in  answer  to 
my  Speech  in  opening  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly.  I  acknowledge,  on 
Her  Majesty's  behalf,  the  dutiful  and  loysil  ex- 
pression of  your  sympathy  with  her  in  her 
present  caleunity.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  to  me  to  redeive  the  assurance  of 
your  readiness  to  co-operate  with  me  in  mear 
sures  conducive  to  the  interests  of  both  faces 
of 'Her  Majesty's  subjects.  "  G.  Gbet. 

"  Qovemmeqt  House, 

"  WeUington,  21st  July,  1862." 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  following  Bills:  Debtors  and  Cre- 
ditors Bill,  Jury  Bill,  Constabulary  Bill,  Luna- 
tics Bill,  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill,  Law 
Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Gaols  and 
Prisons  Bill.  He  disclaimed  the  idea  that  the 
Bills  were  prepared  with  any  political  feeling,  • 
or  for  the  furtherance  of  Government  influence. 
He  was  individually  responsible  for  the  frame- 
work of  those  Bills,  and  he  particularly  invited 
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public  opinion  on  theii  merits.  His  opinion  was 
that  the  General  Government  should  have  the 
control  of  the  Constabulary,  instead  of  the  man- 
agement and  payment  of  that  force  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Provincial  Governments.  Occa- 
sions had  arisen  and  woald  arise  it)  which  suffi- 
cient provision  was  not  made  for  this  service. 
It  was  impossible  to  work  the  law  relating  to 
the  charge  of  lunatics  in  its  present  state  :  par- 
ticularly was  it  necessary  to  make  alterations 
in  a  system  which  left  to  those  unfortunates,  in 
some  cases,  the  sole  resort  of  a  conmion  gaol. 
As  to  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  impri- 
soned for  debti&c,  he  would  remind  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand 
could  not  pass  any  law  that  would  affect  the 
property  of  debtors  which  property  was  not  in 
this  colony ;  that  cOuld  only  be  done  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  he  hoped  it  Would 
be  done  in  time.  The  only  Court  which  he 
could  see  the  business  under  this  Bill  could  be 
referred  to  was  the  Supreme  Court,  ind  he 
proposed  that  that  Court  should  tmdertake  the 
duties,  and  he  would  give  largo  powers  to  it, 
and  assist  it  with  the  advice  of  mercantile  men 
of  experience  and  ability.  Ho  proposed  that 
relief  should  be  given  to  debtors  lying  in  prison, 
and  unable  to  pay,  always  supposing  they  had 
not  been  guilty  of  any  malpractices ;  also  that 
a  creditor  should  have  the  opportunity  of  ask- 
ing the  assistance  of  the  Court  in  the  case  of  a 
debtor  going  to  prison  who  could  but  would  not 
pay;  If  the  Bill  were  now  read  a  first  time,  he 
should  ask  the  House  to  refer  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  As  objections  bad  been  made  to 
some  of  the  Bills  included  in  his  motion,  he 
would  not  press  those  at  present,  but  would 
only  proceed  with  the  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
Bill,  the  Juries  Bill,-  the  Supreme  Court 
Amendment  Bill,  .and  the  Law  Practitioners 
BUI. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  was  glad 
that  the  Constabulary,  Lunatics,  and  Gaols  aind 
Prisons  Bills  had  been  virtually  vrithdrawn.  He 
considered  those  Bills  contained  some  provi- 
sions which  were  not  likely  to  work  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  colony.  He  adverted  to  the  want 
of  proper  acconmiodation  for  the  numbers  of  per- 
sons confined  in  lunatic  asylums  and  prisons, 
and  did  agree  with  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral that  some  improvement  was  required  in 
the  pi;esent  system ;  yet  he  could  not  approve 
of  the  mode  in  which  his  honourable  friend 
proposed  to  eSect  an  alteration,  especially  as 
to  the  way  in  which  the  estates  of  lunatics 
were  to  be  administered  under  this  Bill.  As  to 
the  Constabulary,  he  did  not  think  it  proper 
that  the  force  should  be  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  Provincial  Governments,  and  yet  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Crown.  There  were  no  doubt 
evils  existing  in  the  present  system,  and  he 
hoped  the  withdrawal  of  this  Bill  would  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  the  production  of  an  im- 
proved measure.  The  Jury,  Supreme  Court,  and 
Law  Practitioners  Bills  were  for  the  most  part 
technical.  To  the  'first  reading  of  the  Bill  for 
the  relief  of  debtors  he  would  offer  no  opposi- 
tion, although  he  did  not  think  all  its  provisions 
appUoable  to  the  present  state  of  the  colony. 
Eon.  Mr,  Sewell 


He  would  take  the  opportunity  of  the  second 
reading  for  making  further  remarks  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SE  WELL  would  gladly  receive 
suggestions  from  the  Hon.  the  Chief  Justice. 
He  thought  the  time  was  come  for  an  im- 
provement of  the  law  as  between  debtor  and 
creditor. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bills  introduced. 

GOLDFIELDS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEVVELL— in  moving.  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  as  to  the  expediency  of  amending  Ha 
law  relating  to  the  management  of  the  gold- 
fields  and  the  disposal  of  land  therein,  and  the 
administration  of  justice  in  connection  there- 
with ;  the  Committee  to  consist  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Hon. 
Captain  Baillis,  the  Hon.  Major  Biclunond,  and 
the  mover — referred  to  Otago,  and  said  an 
alteration  of  the  law  relating  to  goldfields  ms 
urgently  required.  The  existing  Act,  passed  as 
far  back  as  1858,  did  not  meet  present  require- 
ments. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNEY  would  not 
oppose  the  appointment  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee, but  wished  to  suggest  to  the  Hon.  ths 
Attorney-General  that  the  Committee  should 
furnish  the  Council  with  the  evidence  on  whioh 
they  might  found  any  Bill  they  might  reoaia- 
mend. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SGWELL  replied  that  O* 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  woold  leaeh 
members  of  the  Council  in  the  usual  way,  and 
enable  them  to  form  their  own  judgment  as  to- 
the  necessity  for  legislation. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CONSTITUTION  OP  COUNCIL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  moved.  That 
this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  some  limit 
should  be  fixed  to  the  number  of  memtwis 
of  the  Legislative  Council  during  the  currenoj 
of,  the  present  Assembly.  [The  hiHioutabI* 
gentleman  explaoned  his  reasons  for  altering 
the  form  of  the  motion  after  the  notice  wu 
originally  given,  and  proceeded  to  state  ho- 
views  upon  the  subject.]  The  original  consti- 
tution of  the  Legislative  Council  was  under  ths 
provisions  of  section  33  of  the  Constitutiaa 
Act.  The  first  part  of  that  section  provided 
for  the  establishment  and  first  appointments, 
as  the  Council  was  no  doubt  awskre,  and  ths 
latter  portion  provided  for  the  filling  up  of 
vacancies,  and  the  appointment  of  other  mem- 
bers. This  clause  nxed  a  miTiiiTinTw  numbflt*. 
and  the  Instructions  to  Colonel  Gore  BromSk 
February,  1855,  fixed  the  maximnm  number  at 
fifteen  members.  This  maximum  was  subse- 
quently extended  in  1857  to  twenty  manibei% 
and  continued  at  that  number  during  the  ad> 
ministration  of  Governor  Browne.  In  Sit 
George  Grey's  Instructions  the  number  stated 
was  the  same,  and  in  this  way  the  oonstitntioo 
of  the  Council  rested  upon  a  positive  law,  and 
on  the  Instmotions  to  the  different  OovemoB. 
The  despatoh  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  en> 
tirely  altered  the  position  of  matters,  and  before 
proceeding  further  he  would  advert  to  oeitailk 
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points  in  that  despatolr,  and  the  aooompanying 
pajieis  printed  along  with  it,  the  meaning  of 
some  parts  of  which  was  not  very  obvious.    The 
despatch  referred  to  certain  reasons  the  state- 
ment of  which  induced  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  Ministers ;  but  on 
refening  to  the  other  paper  no  reasons  appeared, 
further  than  a  declaration  of  the  opmion  of 
Ministers  that  they  considered  a  certam  course 
desirable.     The  correspondence  had  the  .ap- 
p^Lrance  of  being  only  a  fragment,  and  it  con- 
tained allusions  which  were  not  at  all  dear  as 
they  stood,   and    statements  from  which  in- 
ferences  might  be — but  were  not — drawn  in 
support  of  the  views  of  Ministers.   He  especially 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  to  this  point,  in  order  that  he  might  not 
overlook  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of  clear- 
ing np  the  obscurity  hanging  over  that  part  of 
the  correspondence.    The  despatch  conveyed  to 
the  Governor  the  power  of  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  Council  without  any 
limit,  where  not  limited  by  the  Legislature; 
but   up    to    this    time    the    limit    hjf^    been 
fixed  by  the   Instructions  of  the  Governors. 
Now,  however,  these  Instructions  were  super- 
seded, and  we  fell  back  on  clause  S3  of  the 
Constitution  Act,  which  provided  for  the  esta- 
blishment and  renewal  of  the  Conncil.    This 
was  the  only  rule  that  defined  the  mode  of  esta- 
blishing the  Council,  of  filling  vacancies,  and 
making  additions.     As  it  stood,  he  believed 
that  the  Assembly  conld  not  restrict  the  Qo- 
vemor  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  selection 
of  members  of   the   Council;   but,  whatever 
opinion  might  be  held  on  that  particular  point;, 
it  was  certain  that  the  Amendment  Act  of  1857 
aathorized  the  alteration,  amendment,  or  re- 
peal of  the  Constitution  Act,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  clauses  specified.     It  permitted 
the  repeal  of  clause  33,  and  if  that  clause  was 
repealed  by  the  Assembly  no  enactment  would 
remain  to  define  the  mode  of  constituting  the 
Conncil  or  of  appointing  members  to  it.    It 
followed  that,  having  the  power  to  alter,  repeal, 
&c.,  the  Assembly  unqQe8tionabI;;r  possessed  the 
power  to  make  other  provision  in  lieu  of  such 
clause;  and  therefore  he  maintained  that,  if 
the  Conncil  agreed  to  take  8M>tion  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  it 
to  do  so.    If  that  Council  was  to  sustain  the 
high  character  which  all  who  wished  to  see  New 
Zealand  prosper  must  desire  to  see  it  hold,  the 
appointments  to  it  should  be  regulated  by  suffi- 
cient safeguards.   Nominally  the  appoinfaments 
were  in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  but  they 
all  knew  that  practically  they  were, in  the 
keeping  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day.    The  credit 
ana  repntation  of  the  Council  must  depend  on 
the  average  character  of  the  members  of  which 
it  WM   composed.     Its    composition   altered 
slowly  in  the  coarse  of  years,  and  it  was  there- 
fore tiie  more  important  that  no  single  Ministry, 
whose  tenure  of  office  and  patronage  was  of 
comparatively    far   shorter   duration,    should 
have  the  power  to  lower  the  average  charac- 
ter of  the  Council  by  the  introduction,  within 
a  limited  time,  of  a  large  nnmber  of  incom- 
petent or   improper   persons.     It   would   be 
1862-BB 


eqnally  injurious  if  its  ohaiaoter  was  altered 
by  the  sudden  introduction  of  a  large  number 
of  new  members  to  carry  out  some  party  mea- 
sures— members  who,  though  otherwise  eligible, 
might  yet  be  most  objectionable  additions  to  a 
Council  which  had  hitherto  been  singularly 
free  from  party  spirit.  He  believed  that  free- 
dom from  party  spirit  should  form  the  leading 
characteristic  of  that  Council,  and  in  order  to 
promote  and  retain  that  attribute  the  appoint- 
ment of  members  should  be  made  witn  the 
utmost  care  and  deliberation.  In  what  man- 
ner and  to  what  extent  the  Legislature  should 
provide  for  the  limit  desired  might  hereafter 
become  a  question ;  but  on  the  present  occa- 
sion he  trusted  thai  the  Counoir  would  agree 
with  him  that  some  limit  ^ould  be  prescribed 
tLS  to  the  number  of  members  and  the  time  of 
appointments.  This  should  be  done  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  some  future  per- 
haps unscrupulous  Ministry  flooding  the  Coun- 
cil with  improper  members,  thereby  damaging 
its  character  and  credit  and  destroying  its  use- 
fulness. 

The  Hon.  Major  BICHMOND  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNKY,  at  gseat 
length,  supported  the  tnotion.  He  said  that 
when  the  Constitution  Act  was  brought  into 
force  the  propriety  was  felt  of  fixing  a  limit  to 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Council,  but  this 
despatch  removed  all  limit,  and  he  considered 
the  effect  would  be  dangerous  in  preventing 
men  who  were  independent  from  retaming  their 
seats.  It  was  said  because  the  Queen  could 
create  peers,  she  could  also  create  members  of 
the  Council ;  but  there  was  no  analogy  between 
that  august  Assembly  and  this  Council.  It  was 
clear  to  him  that  Farliiunent  contemplated 
some  limit  to  their  number,  and  he  believed  the 
Council  would  be  of  great  use  as  a  conserva- 
tive barrier  to  a  Minister  who  would  not  hold 
the  reins  firm  against  any  temporary  popular 
clamour.  He  did  not  wish  to  impute  any 
improper  motives  to  the  present  Mimstry,  but 
he  felt  this  power  maa  not  merely  liable  to  be 
abused,  but  would  be  abused,  if  the  principle 
were  not  asserted  of  fixing  a  limit  to  their 
number. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  assured  the  Council 
that  no  papers  had  been  kept  back  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Council.  He  thought  the 
time  had  come  when,  as  the  colony  increased, 
and  as  the  numbers  of  the  Lower  House  are 
being  enlarged,  the  same  course  should  be  fol- 
lowed with  regard  to  the  Council.  As  yet  only 
two  additional  members  had  been  added  to  the 
Council,  and  he  repudiated  the  imputation  on 
the  Government  that  there  was  an  mtentionon 
their  part  to  exercise  thd  discretion  lodged  with 
them  in  an  improper  manner.  He  thoi^ht  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  complain  if  it  ap- 
■pe&reA  that  they  were  likely  to  abase  their 
power.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  the  Conncil 
maintain  a  dignified  character.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  a  nominated  Upper  House 
was  the  best  in  point  of  constitution.  He  had, 
however,  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  a 
nominated  and  an  elected  Upper  House  in  the 
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Aiutialian  Oolonies,  and  in  his  opinion  the 
nominated  Upper  Hoose  was  the  best.  As  re- 
garded the  argament  of  danger  to  the  Constitu- 
tion if  the  Oovemment  were  armed  with  an 
nnlimited  power  of  extending  the  number  of 
the  Ck>uncil,  he  was  of  opinion  that  there  would 
be  more  danger  if  suoh  a  limitation  were 
enforced.  He  insisted  that  the  Ooimcil  oould 
not  with  propriety  attempt  to  plaoe  a  limit  on 
the  oonstitnUonaJ  power  of  the  Crown. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL  thought  that 
the  power  which  the  Oovemment  claimed  of 
nominating  an  unlimited  number  of  members 
to  the  Council  was  too  great,  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CBAWFORD  would  vote 
against  the  motion,  but  must  confess  he 
thought  the  power  possessed  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  certainly  very  extensive.  He  would 
suggest  a  Select  Committee  to  consider  the 
saUeot. 

^e  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  would  support 
the  resolution;  he  oould  not  apprdve  of  an 
attempt  to  introduce  ten  new  members  into 
that  Council.  He  did  not  think  the  pcesent 
Ministry  would  do  so,  but  any  corrupt  Minisb^ 
might  swamp  that  Council  at  any  tmie,  if  this 
large  power  was  permitted  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  although  he 
thought  the  motion  might  have  been  better 
drawn  up,  would  give  it  his  support. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  conddered  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  sort  undesirable ;  it  was,  in  eSeot,  to 
place  a  limit  on  the  prerogative  of  Her  Majesty, 
It  was  also  objectionable  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  an  attempt  to  impose  that  limit  for  the 
continuance  of  the  existence  of  the  present 
Assembly,  probably  three  years.  The  colony 
was  improving  rapidly,  and  the  population  in- 
creasing, and  it  would  not  be  tight  to  place  a 
restriction  on  the  powers  possessed  by  tbe  Go- 
vernor; it  might  be  found  necessary  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  desirable  to  add  to  the  Council. 
It  was  better  to  leave  the  matter  in  its  present 
state,  and,  although  the  power  did  exist,  it  did 
not  follow  that  suoh  a  discretion  would  be 
abused.  

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  would  not  object  to 
a  Select  Committee  if  such  a  course  were  pro- 
posed. He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
being  fixed  for  the  continuance  of  this  Assembly, 
and  let  the  next  determine  a  maTJmiim  for  the 
term  of  their  existence. 

The  Council  divided. 


Arss,  7. 
Johnston  Richmond 

Menzies  Bussell,  A.  B. 


Amey 
Baillie 
Cutfield 

IIOES,  3. 

Crawford  Stokes. 

Sewell 

Majority  for,  1. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
A  message  was  received  from  His  Exoellenoy 
Hon.  Mr.  ScwtU 


the  OoTBiaro9,  infooHing  Hie  Ooaaeil  tint 
leave  of  absence  had  been  grmted  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Harris  during  the  session. 

TOWN  OP  OIiIKTON  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  the  name  of  tha  ehiel 
town  of  the  Province  of  Southland.  It  «m 
proposed  to  change  the  name  of  the  Toim  d 
Inveroargill  to  that  of  Clinton,  that  wis  tht 
family  name  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Seen- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  had  periuji 
taken  a  greater  interest  in  the  success  of  New 
Zealand  than  any  of  his  predecessors.  Tin 
settlers  of  Southland,  in  considering  a  ne* 
name  for  their  capital,  had  thought  that  wtidi 
he  proposed  an  appropriate  one,  and  he  mored 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  was  not  pr^and 
at  present  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  mtao- 
duotion  of  the  Bill,  but  he  certainly  thoo^t 
the  present  name  of  Inveroargill  a  very  gosd 
one,  as  a  memento  of  a  person  with  whom  the 
prosperif?  of  that  part  of  the  colony  had  bea 
identified.  Clinton  was  a  very  good  name,  no 
doubt;  but  he  saw  no  necessity  for  a  c}lBDg^ 
and  feared  inconvenience  might  arise  from  6t 
bict  of  deeds  and  legal  instruments  having  tbe 
present  name  inserted  in  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD  could  not  un- 
derstand why  a  province  the  majority  oi  tiie 
settlers  in  which  were  certainly  of  SetAdi  ex- 
traction should  propose  to  adopt  an  En^di 
name,  instead  of  one  peculiarly  Scotch. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  briefly  repBe4,«Bd 
would  make  further  remarks  on  the  seMod 
reading. 

Bill  mtrodnced. 

The  Council  adjonmed  at  fonr  o'clock  pjn. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tiusday,  iUnd  July,  1863. 


Beelgnation— Address  to  Her  Uaiestv— Pint  B»i- 
ingft— Court  of  Appeal  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfkakbb  took  the  chair  at  tm 
o'clock. 

Praybbs. 

RESIGNATION.      . 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  Com- 
cil  that  he  had  received  a  communication  fram 
the  Government  to  the  effect  that  0.  B.  Blak- 
iston.  Esquire,  had  resigned  his  seat  in  to 
Council. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  in  proposing « 
address  of  condolence  to  Her  Majesty  on  the 
death  of  His  late  Royal  Highness  tbe  Prince 
Consort,  would  confine  himseU  simply  to  moiitt 
its  adoption,  and  merely  remark  that  he  die 
not  doubt  the  address  would  be  received  with 
a  melancholy  satisfaction  by  the  Sovereign, 
coining  as  it  would  from  the  most  remote  jpart 
of  her  dominions. 
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Host  Ob^ciocs  Sotbbiiioh, — 

We,  your  Majesfy's  loyal  and  dutiful  sub- 
jects the  LegislatiTe  Connoil  of  New  J^ealand, 
denre  most  respectfully  to  express  our  de^ 
sympathy  with  yoni  Majesty  under  the  affliofr- 
ing  bereavement  which  your  Majesty  has  sus- 
tamed  in  the  death  of  Hia  Boyal  Highness  the 
Ptinoe  Consort. 

We  are  imin fully  eonsoions  of  the  irrepcu;- 
able  loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  your 
llajesty  and  by  the  Empire,  in  the  early  death 
of  a  Prince  pre-eminently  gifted  with  virtues 
and  noble  qualities  such  as  have  been  rarely 
found  united ;  the  remembrance  of  those  virtues 
vrill  endure,  endearing  the  name  of  the  Piinoe 
Consort  to  future  generations. 

And  we  fervently  pray  that  your  Majesty, 
in  this  great  affliction,  may  receive  suf^rt 
and  consolation  from  that  Source  from  whence 
alone  lasting  consolation  can  flow. 

Address  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Govemor  by  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker,  praying  His  Exoellenc;^  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
taiy  of  State  for  the  Qolonies,  to  be  laid  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne. 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Jury  Bill,  Con- 
stabulary Bill,  liunatics  Bill,  Supreme  Court 
Amendment  Bill,  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amend- 
ment BQl,  Oaols  and  Prisons  Bill,  Town  of 
Clinton  BUI. 

COURT  OP  APPEAL  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill, 
would  not  enter  into  the  details  of  the  Bill ; 
the  subject  could  not  be  very  interesting  ex- 
cn>t  to  members  of  the  legal  profession.  The 
Bill  provided  &at  the  Court  proposed  should 
be  composed  of  the  Judges  of  ue  Supreme 
Court. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY,  in  second- 
ing the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  tiiought  it 
was  his  duty  to  explain  what  the  alterations 
proposed  by  the  Bill  really  were,  and  in  doing 
so  he  would  use  as  few  technicalities  as  he  could. 
[His  Honour  then  entered  at  some  length  into 
Uie  most  important  clauses,  his  remarks  neces- 
sarily being  of  a  professional  character.^  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  power  of  striking  an 
attorney  off  the  rolls,  for  instance,  gave  too 
large  a  discretion  to  a  single  Judge.  It  was  by 
this  Bill  intended  that  such  an  important 
power,  which  affected  not  only  the  honour  and 
'  character  of  those  subject  to  its  exercise,  but 
might  deprive  a  man  of  the  chance  of  providing 
Euteistenoe  f or  himself  and  his  family  in  the 
practice  of  the  profession  in  which  he  had  been 
educated,  should  be  intrusted  only  to  a  full 
bench  of  Justices.  For  the  sake  of  providing 
for  grass  cases  in  which  it  might  appear  neces- 
sary to  deprive  an  attorney  of  his  professional 
privileges  when  a  full  Court  oould  not  be  con- 
veniently assembled,  the  power  of  suspending 
the  person  was  retained,  and  the  appeal  then 
lay  to  the  Court  proposed  by  the  Bill.  If  it 
were  important  that   litigants   in  civil  cases 


should  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
they  could  command  the  best  legtJ  opimons  ot 
the  colony,  how  much  more  important  was  it 
that  a  person  arraigned  for  a  criminal  offence 
should  nave  such  an  opportunity.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  that  a  power  of  appeal  should 
exist  in  criminal  oases,  a  power  which  had 
lately  been  introduced  in  England.  In  order 
that  justice  mi^t  not  be  delayed,  as  between 
debtor  and  creditor,  it  was  intended  that  secu- 
rity should  be  given  that  an  appellant  would 
meet  the  order  of  the  lower  Court  if  his  appetd 
failed,  and  provision  was  also  made  to  guard 
the  faolure  or  delay  of  justice  in  criminal  cases. 
He  would  take  the  opportunity  of  referring  to 
another  Bill  which  had  been  read  a  first  tune 
to-day,  and  must  express  his  approval  of  sonfe 
of  its  provisions.  These  Bills  were  founded  on 
the  practice  now  in  force  in  Westminster  Hall, 
And  one  good  effect  would  be  that  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Kew  Zealand  would, 
at  any  rate,  assimilate  to  those  of  the  English 
Courts.  , 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Chief 
Justice  Amey,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bartley,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ciavrford,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  EEPEESENTATIVBS. 
Tuesday,  iind  July,  1862. 


New  Member— Eirst  Beading— Select  Committee- 
Crown  Qranta — Native  liands — Judicial — Volon- 
teers  and  Militia— Appointments— Fostal  Com- 
mnnlcatlon  —  Bleotoral  —  Select  Committee  — 
Goldflelda- Crown  Lands  Bill- Crown  Ctrants 
Bill  (No.  1).— Supply— Native  Irimds  BiU  (No.  1). 

Mr.  Sp£1xzb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Fbazbbs. 

NEW  MEMBER. 

Thomas  Dick,  Esquire,  member  for  DuB- 
edin  City,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Speaker,  and, 
having  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath,  took, 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

FIRST  READING. 
Steam  Navigation  Bill. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
GoiJJVixuBS. — ^Major  Richardson,  Mr.  John 
Williamson,  Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  R.  Graham,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Richmond,  Mr.  FitzGerald,  and  Mr.  Rus- 
seU. 

CROWN  GRANTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  returns  relative  to  Crown  grants 
issued  and  promised  to  Natives,  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

NATIVE  LANDS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MANTELL,  it  wag 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  copies  of  all  correspondence  relative  to 
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the  Native  reserves  in  the'  Tovma  of  Dnnedin 
and  Port  Chalmers. 

JUDICIAL. 
Mr.  STAFFORD— in  moving,  That  a  respect- 
ful address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the 
Qovemor,  requesting  His  Excellency  to  cause 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  House  a  copy 
of  His  Excellency's  despatch  to  His  Qrace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  No.  27,  of  the  26th  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Gresson  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  .  Zealand,  and  of  any  communications 
between  Mr.  Gresson  and  the  Governor,  or  of 
any  memorandum  from  His  Excellency's  Minis- 
i^rs  on  the  subject,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Sewell's 
memorandum  of  the  19th  August,  1861 — said 
his  motive  was  to  ascertain  the  views  taken  by 
His  Excellency  on  the  question  of  the  cmpoint- 
ment  of  Judges.  He  would  also  take  this 
opportunity  of  making  some  remarks  with 
respect  to  the  somewhat  erroneous  impression 
aonveyed  to  the  public  by  a  statement  made  by 
His  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  in  a  speech  made 
in  another  place  last  session,  which  he  had  not 
seen  till  after  the  session  was  closed,  when  His 
Honour's  illness  had  prevented  him  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford) from  communicating  with  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice before  he  left  Auckland.  In  alluding  to 
the  appointment  of  Judges  by  the  Ministry,  and 
the  political  bias  that  would  be  likely  to  influ- 
ence such  appointments,  His  Honour  instanced 
that  already,  he  believed,  the  late  Ministry 
had  bad  pressure  put  upon  them  by  voters  at 
Nelson — which  constituency  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
had  the  honour  to  represent — vnth  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Judge  for  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  had  since  pointed  out  to  His 
Honour  that  no  such  pressure  had  ever  taken 
.  place,  that  no  electors  or  non-electors,  at  Nelson 
or  elsewhere,  neither  before  nor  since,  in  or  out 
of  office,  had  ever  solicited  him  to  appoint  any 
relation  or  friend  to  a  Judgeship  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  When  the  Governor's  despatch  was  laid 
on  the  table  he  would  take  an  eany  opportunity 
of  bringing  before  the  House  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  He  would  only  further  state 
now  that  he  concurred  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  the  view  expressed  by  the  late  Government, 
that  it  was  not  intended  by  the  framers  of  "  The 
Supreme  Court  Act,  1858,"  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Judges  should  be  entirely  in  the 
bands  of  the  Colonial  Ministry. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  have 
no  objection  to  make  this  return.  The  de- 
spatch appeared  to  have  been  omitted  from  the 
printed  papers,  either  accidentally  or,  as  he 
believed,  because  it  contained  no  important 
remarks  bearing  on  the  principle  in  question. 

Motion  a^eed  to. 

VOLUNTEERS  AND  MILITIA. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  for  all  correspon- 
dence between  Captain  I.  N.  Watt,  Taranaki 
Rifle  Volunteers,  and  the  Deputy-Adjutant 
General  relating  to  the  position  of  the  Tara- 
naki Volunteer  Force  under  the  new  regula- 
tions, together  with  any  letter,  despatch,  or 


minute  of  Lient.-General  Cameron,  O.B.,  upcm 
the  Bubjeot  of  the  rank  and  precedence  of  th» 
officers  of  Militia  and  Volunteers ;  also,  for  all 
correspondence  between  Captain  I.  N.  Watt, 
Taranaki  Rifle  Volunteers,  Colonel  Wane,  03., 
Captain  Stapp,  Taranaki  Militia,  the  Deputy- 
Adjutant-General,  and  Lieut.-General  CanMron, 
C.B. ,  upon  the  occasion  of  Captain  Stapp  having 
in  May  last  been  placed  in  arrest  by  Colonel 
Wane,  C.B. ;  also,  for  all  correspondence  be- 
tween Colonel  Warre,  C.B.,  Captain  Bntton, 
Taranaki  Militia,  the  Depnty-Adjutant-GeDe- 
ral,  and  Lieut.-General  Cameron,  O.B.,  opca 
the  subject  of  the  command  of  the  Tatauld 
Militia. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Major  NIXON,  it  w 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  on  the  tabic, 
showing  the  number  of  discharged  soldiers  and 
pensioners,  the  number  of  ciinlians  who  ban 
been  drilled,  the  number  of  civilians  who  h&n 
been  enrolled  -  but  not  drilled  in  each  of  tht 
battalions  of  the  Auckland  regiment  of  Militia 

APPOINTMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS,  it  was  ordersd, 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of  tH 
persons  appointed  to  any  office  by  the  Genenl 
Government  between  the  1st  day  of  Janiuij, 
1862,  and  the  12th  day  of  July,  1862,  witii  the 
amounts  of  salary  attached  to  any  such  office. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  EYES,  the  Select 
Committee  on  Postal  Communication  was  en- 
larged to  twelve  members,  and  the  names  of 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Mr.  Atkinson  were  ordered  t» 
be  added  thereto. 

ELECTORAL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'RORKE,  it  wis 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a 
return  of  the  number  of  electors  on  the  several 
electoral  rolls  for  1861-62  of  the  distiiots  le- 
turning  members  to  the  House  of  Represecta- 
tives. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

Administbation  of  Justice. — On  the  motioD 
of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  was  ordered.  That  tla 
name  of  Mr.  Russell  be  added  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Administration  of  Justice. 

GOLDFIELDS. 

Mr.  WARD  laid  on  the  table  ragulatiims  of 
the  Otago  Goldfields  under  the  Goldfiel^ 
Act,  and  correspondence  relative  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Deputy-Commissary-Oenenl  in 
New  Zealand,  and  moved  that  the  latter  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  with  reference  to  these 
papers,  said  he  observed  some  remadm  bj  the 
Ueputy-Commissary-General  with  reference  to 
a  speech  of  his  as  reported  in  the  Southern 
Cross.  It  was  an  unfortunate  occurrence  tlist 
the  officer  should  have  sent  that  Home  as  what 
he  (Mr.  Stafford)  had  really  said,  for  a  day  or 
two  after  the  delivery  of  that  speech  he  bad  a 
letter  from  General  Cameron  asking  him  3 
that  were  to  be  taken  aa  truly  rejiresentiiK 
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trhkt  he  had  said.  It  so  happened  that  neither 
p^per  had  given  his  exact  words,  bnt  the  New- 
zidandtr  had  substantially  given  his  meaning. 
He  ^mote  therefore  to  General  Cameron  stating 
that,  and  entirely  disavowing  what  had  been 
printed  in  the  SmUhern  Croat  \  after  whi<^  he 
received  a  second  letter  from  the  General  to 
say  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planation. Mr.  Jones  then  should  have  sent 
Home  the  report  stated  by  him  (Mr.  Stafford) 
to  be  a  fair  one ;  for  he  could  not  doubt  that 
General  Cameron  must  have  shown  this  oorre. 
fposdence  to  Mr.  Jones,  he  having  brought  the 
qaestion  before  the  General's  notice. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

CROWN  LANDS  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the 
■Crown  Lands  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

CEOWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No.  1). 

The  House  went  into  Conmuttee  for  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  Grown  Grants  Bill 
<No.  1). 

Clause  12  read. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  clause  12,  as  read,  do  stand  part  of  the 
BilL" 

Ayes,  7. 
■Giabam,  O.      'Williamson,Ja8.         TeUer. 
■O'KeUl  Wilson  Domett. 

Wari  Wood. 

Noes,  12. 
Bell  Hoorbouse         Watt 

Colenso  O'Borke  Williamson.Jno. 

Eyes  Biohardson  TeUer. 

FitzGenJd       Sannders  Richmond,  J.  G. 

'Gillies 

Majority  against,  6. 
Motion  negatived. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  reported  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  1). 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  regulate  the  disposal  of  Native  lands, 
said — I  rise  with  a  greater  feeling  of  responsi- 
Inlily  than  what  may  seem  justified  by  a  mere 
motion  of  course ;  but,  as  it  is  understood  that 
I  am  on  this  occasion  to  make  a  statement  of 
the  Native  policy  of  the  Government,  I  am 
aware  that  the  House  will  expect  to  hear  from 
me  a  full  'account  of  what  we  have  done  and 
mean  to  do  in  reference  to  this  subject.  I 
might  peiliaps  reply  to  the  request  which  has 
been  nude  to  me  to  do  so  in  the  words  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh's  mother  when  her  son  asked 
her  for  information,  "Bead,  and  you  will 
know ;"  for  I  can  add  but  very  little  to  the  mass 
of  information  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
and  with  which  I  have  no  doubt  most  honour- 
able members    have    made    themselves    ao- 


qoainted.  Bnt  I  am  aware,  from  the  publie 
Press,  that  many  misapprehensions  do  exist  in. 
the  minds  of  persons  outside  this  House  in  re- 
ference to  this  subject,  and  possibly  may  also 
pervade  the  minds  of  honourable  members  in 
it,  and  if  I  can  remove  some  of  them  I  shall 
be  glad  to  do  so.  I  shall  also  by  this  course  give 
the  Government  the  benefit  of  that  fair  and  can- 
did criticism  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  be- 
stowed upon  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
which,  if  bestowed  in  that  spirit,  cannot  but 
be  conducive  to  the  public  good.  One  misap- 
prehension which  has  existed,  and  has  bean  veir 
mdnstriously  circulated,  may  be  attended  with 
the  most  injurious  effects,  is  as  to  the  parentage 
of  the  Native  policy.  I  have  seen  it  repeatedly 
stated  by  some  of  the  public  journals  that  that 
policy  is  the  policy  of  the  Governor  only — that 
his  Ministers  have  had  no  hand  in  it — and  only 
give  a  blind  and  unreasoning  acquiescence  in 
it ;  that,  consequently,  it  is  a  mere  Imperial 

anestion  with  which  the  oolony  has  nothmg  to 
o  but  sit  still  and  look  on.  On  the  other 
hand,  other  journals  have  asserted  that  the 
policy  is  that  of  the  Ministry  alone,  that  the  Go- 
vernor stands  aloof  in  the  spirit  of  some  grim 
Mephistopheles,  waiting  for  the  time  when, 
his  Ministers  having  disgracefully  failed,  he 
may  step  in  as  a  Deus  ex  machind,  and  thrust 
them  and  their  policy  on  one  side ;  tmd  in  one 
journal  I  have  seen  both  views  asserted  within 
three  months  of  each  other.  Now,  this  may 
seem  a  small  matter  in  itself ;  but,  if  it  causes 
distrust  either  in  the  Native  mind  or  the 
European,  it  may  impose  serious  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  our  practical  work.  I  am  therefore 
desirous  of  exposing  the  falsehood  of  all  these 
various  assertions.  The  policy  is  His  Exod- 
lenoy's  policy ;  but  has,  and  has  had  from  the 
first,  the  full,  cordial,  and  thorough  concur- 
rence of  his  Ministers,  who  are  earnestly  de- 
voting themselves  to  the  teysk  of  carrying  it 
into  operation.  Reference  to  a  few  documents 
will  make  this  matter  clear,  and  show  that  not 
only  are  the  Governor  and  his  Ministers  jointly 
parties  to  the  Native  policy,  but  that  the  Im- 
perial Government  has  itseU  suggested  and  ap- 
E roved  beforehand  of  the  very  course  which  we 
ave  adopted  in  the  colony.  I  beg  to  refer  to 
the  following  passages  from  His  ExceUency's 
despatches,  as  showing  how  the  plan  origm- 
ated  with  him : — 

"  I  harve  had  frequent  and  anxious  consulta- 
tions with  the  Ministers  regarding  the  future ; 
and,  if  the  present  crisis  is  got  over  and  peace 
established,  I  think  I  see  my  way  quite  clearly 
to  the  introduction  of  plans  which  will  com- 
pletely and  lastingly  set  upon  a  proper  footing 
the  interests  and  mutual  relations  of  the  Na- 
tive and  European  races.  I  am  unwilling  to 
speak  too  confidently  on  so  extremely  difScult 
a  subject,  and  I  desire  to  say  nothing  that 
seems  rash  or  presumptuous ;  but,  if  peace  can 
be  established,  I  really  think  I  can  shortly 
introduce  institutions  which  will  satisfactorily 
solve  the  whole  question,  and  establish  Her 
Majesty  firmly  in  the  affections  of  her  Native 
subjects  in  New  Zealand. 
"  In  the  meantime  I  beg  to  inform  yonc 
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Otaee  that  the  geneMl  featuies  of  the-poUoy  I 
propose  are — not  to  be  hmried  into  a  renewal 
of  military  operations,  if  these  can  be  advan- 
tageoQsly  avoided;  to  immediately  intiodnce 
into  all  snch  parts  of  this  Island  as  will  receive 
them  (and  I  nope  this  will  embrace  nearly  the 
whole  Island),  institntions  suited  to  the  present 
circomstances  and  f ntore  growth  of  the  colony, 
and  which  will  supply  a  want  of  which  the 
Maoris  have  long  complained ;  and  lastly,  to 
use  the  present  term  of  intermission  of  mihtary 
operations  to  secure  all  the  friends  I  can,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  nmnber  of  our  enemies,  narrow  as 
far  as  possible  the  territories  hostile  to  us,  and 
place,  by  the  establishment  of  law  and  order 
m  Native  districts,  as  many  out-settlements  as 
possible  in  a  state  of  security,  in  the  event  of 
Being  forced,  contrary  to  my  desire,  to  continue 
the  war. 

*'  I  have  80  carefolly  considered  all  points 
oosneoted  with  this  proposed  tdan  of  proceed- 
ing, have  discussed  them  witn  so  many  able 
persons,  and  have  so  completely  met  all  ol^ee- 
tions  they  have  raised,  that  I  feel  qnite  satis- 
fied, when  my  report  reaches  your  Grace,  you 
will  feel  that  I  have  done  what  yon  desire.  I 
have  also,  in  my  project,  the  hearty  concur- 
rence and  co-operation  of  the  New  ZeaJand 
Ministry." 

And  when,  following  these  deliberate  state- 
ments of  His  Excellency,  I  assure  the  House 
that  the  plan  for  the  civil  government  of  the 
Natives  was  His  BxceUenoy's  own,  written  by 
llis  own  hand,  and  submitted  to  his  Responsible 
Ministers,  I  think  I  have  shown  beyond  cavil 
or  doubt  that  His  Excellency  at  all  events  is 
entitled  to  be  regarded  as  its  author.  Now,  as 
regards  his  Ministers,  their  known  opinions, 
onen  declared  in  this  House,  make  it  certain 
that  they,  of  all  men,  would  be  sure  to  concur 
in  His  Excellency's  plan.  I  need  haidly  refer 
to  the  part  which  my  colleague  the  Attorney- 
General  and  m^lf  took  in  reference  to  the 
Waikato  Oomimttoe,  nor  to  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  our  report.  But  I  will  quote  one  or 
two  passages  from  speeches  delivered  by  my- 
self as  leader  of  the  Ministry  in  this  House 
during  the  last  session.  Immediatoly  after 
taking  ofBce  I  expressed  myself  to  the  foUowing 
efiect,  while  ennnciating  the  Native  policy  of  the 
Government : — 

"  A  third  principle  on  which  we  would  act  is 
Vtas — to  use  the  Natives  in  working  out  the 
problem.  Without  this  we  can  hope  for  no 
success.  To  impose  laws  upon  them,  to  give 
them  piles  of  statutes,  to  enact  Territorial 
Bights  Bills,  or  Mixed  Settlements  Bills,  no- 
thing will  come  of  that ;  we  must  engage  them 
in  the  work  themselves,  and  let  it  proceed  from 
them.  To  this  end  we  look  to  the  runanga,  or 
Native  council,  as  the  point  cfappui  to  which 
to  attach  the  machinery  of  self-goveminent, 
and  by  which  to  connect  them  with  our  own 
institutions.  The  Native  Office  shudders  at 
the  runanga,  and  sees  nothing  but  evil  in  it. 
We  see  nothing  but  good,  provided,  as  the 
lionourable  member  for  Napier  says,  we  make 
the  proper  use  of  it.  The  runanga  contains  the 
elements  of  local  self-government  in  itself — ^it 
Jir.Fox 


is  tibe  pariiament',  Aa  sronicipal  ooonaO,  th» 
substitute  for  the  Press ;  and  by  its  mariirniiy 
the  Native  mind  can  be  stirred  in  a  few  da;* 
from  end  to  end  of  the  Island.  We  have  no- 
choioe  but  to  use  it,  it  exists  as  a  fad,  it  i»- 
part  of  the  very  existence  of  the  Maori — ^we  can 
nor  more  put  it  down  than  we  con  stay  the- 
advancing  waves  of  the  rising  tide ;  and,  if  «» 
do  not  use  it  for  good  purposes,  it  will  as- 
suredly be  used  against  us  for  bad.  TboB, 
then,  are  the  three  great  jnrinciples  of  oar 
policy — to  treat  the  Natives  as  men,  as  men  of 
like  feelings  with  ourselves ;  to  avail  oonelvM 
of  the  great  movement  of  the  natiwial  nmid 
as  one  which  has  law  and  order  for  its  objeets; 
and  to  encourage  the  mnaaga  under  legal  saao- 
tions.  But  beyond  all  this  we  must  oBez  them 
political  institutions'  for  their  own  sdf-goietn- 
ment,  based  as  far  as  possible  ■  upon  {boa* 
already  existing  among  them,  mneh  of  wbick 
was  very  analogous  to  the  machinoy  td  g»- 
vemment  existing  among  our  Saxon  anceatoii, 
particularly  the  runanga,  to  which  I  look  a*- 
the  means  of  their  poUtical  conneotioo  with 
us.  The  institution  of  Government  so  estar 
blished  should  be  worked  under  EmopeaB 
agency,  but,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  Ka- 
tives  themselves.  In  all  this  (Mr.  Fox  con- 
tinued) there  is  little  that  has  not  been  pa>- 
posed  by  others  —  perhaps  there  is  nothing 
new.  But  what  is  new  is  the  mannef  in 
which'  we  propose  to  bring  the  subject  baian 
the  Natives.  We  do  not  believe  in  negotia- 
tions carried  on  by  a  brief  and  dry  abstract  on 
paper,  nor  by  the  agency  of  some  subordinate 
omoiaj.  What  His  Excellency's  Advisers  wooM 
suggest  is,  that  the  Government  of  the  oolao.7 
should  meet  the  Natives  face  to  face,  diicns 
the  whole  question  at  large,  explain  our  views, 
remove  their  objections,  and  thus  establish  that 
confidence  which  thev  have  never  yet  repcaad 
in  us,but  which  must  be  secured  if  we  are  to  da 
any  good." 

Now,  when  there  is  added  to  this  ei-pieaiinn 
of  our  principles  beforehand,  our  memotai^ 
on  His  Excellency's  plan,  after  he  had  snb- 
mitted  it  to  as,  to  he  found  in  the  papers  befm 
the  House,  there  seems  little  reason  for  sap- 
posing  that  we  are  either  blindly  UikmiBg 
where  we  do  not  approve,  or  give  anyotiier 
than  a  cordial  and  earnest  oo-operation.  llien, 
as  to  the  Imperiskl  Government,  I  beg  to  call 
tne  attention  of  the  House  to  a  very  remark- 
able despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
writtmi  before  SirGeoKe  Grey  had  even  arrived 
in  the  colony,  in  which  he  foreshadows  sotM 
such  plan  as  His  Excellency  was  actoallj 
framing  in  the  colony,  while  the  Duke's  de- 
spatoh  was  on  its  way  out : — 
'  "  This  language  appears  to  me  to  signify  ca» 
of  two  things — either  that  we  must  avail  our- 
selves of  tae  presence  of  a  superior  foroa  t» 
extort  from  the  Maoris  a  verbal  admissioB  of 
the  Queen's  rights  and  an  abandonment  of 
obnoxious  phrases,  or  that  we  must  avail  our- 
selves of  that  force  in  order  so  to  break  tbeir 
power  that  they  will  never  again  dare  or  be 
able  to  re-assert  their  claim  to  ind^andenoe.- 
of  colonial  authority. 
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"  The  fint  of  these  oonxses  vould  be  meiely 
nngatoiy.  A  fonn  of  phiase  imposed  by 
snperioT  foice  will  neyer  pieTent  the  Natives 
from  reclaiming  substantiiJ  independence,  if 
thej  are  inclined  to  do  so,  the  moment  that 
foice  is  lemoTed. 

"  The  second  implies  a  despeiate,  tedious,  and 
expensive  -war,  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  look 
ftKCward  without  horror. 

"1  think  that  nothing  conld  be  more  im- 
politio     or    onfortunate    than    to    allow    a 
sanguinary   quarrel   to   spring   up   in    order 
to    settle    a   question   of   laziguage  with  un- 
civilized tribes  who    do  not  understand  the 
significance  of  the  terms  which  they  use  or 
those  which  we  offer    for    their  acceptance. 
Whatever  those  terms  may  be,  I  should  hope, 
with  Sir  William  Martin,  that  just  and  effective 
government,  by  giving  the  Natives  what  they 
are    blindly  feeling    after,    would  eventually 
throw  the  king  movement  into  the  shade  ;  and 
I  hold  that  the  great  object  which  may  be 
accompliahed  by  the  temporary  presence  of  a 
large  force  in  the  colony  is  not  so  much  to 
testify  the  Maoris  as  to  give  them  confidence 
in  car  just  intentions  by  showing  that  the  de- 
mands which  we  make  upon  i£em  EUid  the 
measures  which  we  may  adopt  towards  them 
while  they  are   to  a    certain  extent  at  our 
mercy  are   not  of  an   oppressive  or  vindic- 
tive character,  but  are  dictated  by  a  desire  to 
seoore  the  common  well-being  of  luth  races  in 
New  Zealand.    If  these  views  ar6  correct,  it 
wonld  follow  that  armed  force  should  not  be 
nsed  for  the  mere  purpose  of  exacting  from  the 
Maoris  a  verbal  renunciation  of  the  so-called 
king.    We  should  endeavour  really  to  attain 
the  same  object  by  seizing  the  present  oppox- 
tonity  to  introduce  into  Native  districts  the 
be^mning  of  law  and  order,  and  so  to  wean 
fheir  minds  from  foolish  and  dangerous  ideas, 
partly  by  the  sense  of  good  government,  and 
partly  by  the  observation  of  the  power,  dignity, 
and  emoluments  which  we  are  prepared  to  give 
to  the  chiefs  through  whom,  acting  in  concert 
with  the  Queen's  officers,  tjhe  Native  govern- 
ment must  be  carded  on,  and   who  in  the 
conrse  of  this  government  must  gradually  fall 
more  and  more  under  the  influence  of  the  con.- 
stituted  European  authorities.    This  is  no  new 
experiment,  but  a  tried  policy  which  has  suc- 
ceeded in  different  quarters  and  different  ages 
of  Qie  world,  and  it  is  peculiarly  free  from  pro- 
spective diuiger;  whereas  in  the  present  case 
the  same  independent  authority  which  it  is 
proposed  to  foster  is  to  be  committed  to  those 
Whose  power  cannot  fail,  from  natural  causes, 
steadily  to  decline." 

I  think,  then,  I  have  swept  away  those  mis- 
apprehensions as  to  the  harmony  of  opinion 
existing  between  the  Qovernor,  his  Ministers, 
and  the  Home  Gkivetnment ;  have  shown  that 
no  shadow  or  particle  of  difference  exists 
among  them,  and  that,  whoever  may  be  the 
parent  of  the  plan,  its  principles  are  concurred 
mby  them  aJl,  and  Uiey  are  thoroughly  earnest 
in  their  determination  to  carry  those  principles 
into  practical  operation.  Another  point  on 
which  I  have  no  donbt  the  House   will  be 


anxious  to  have  some  farther  information  is 
that  of  the  relations  existing  between  His 
Excellency  and  his  Advisers — m  other  words, 
how  far  they  have  united  to  establish  the 
principle  of  Ministerial  responsibility  in  Native 
affairs,  and  what  they  propose  in  respect  of  it 
for  the  future.  The  Cloveminent  have  acted 
cautiously  but  frankly  in  the  matter.  Imme- 
diately on  His  Excellency's  arrival  Ministers 
laid  before  him  the  memorandum  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Native  Secretary's  Department, 
printed  among  the  papers — but  made  no  sugges- 
tion. ECis  Excellency  drew  his  own  inferences, 
and  the  result  was  the  immediate  subordina- 
tion of  this  department  to  the  full  control  of 
Ministers.  His  Excellency  reported  to  the 
Home  Government  on  the  subject,  to  the  effect 
that  he  intended  to  carry  on  his  Native  ad- 
ministration through  his  Besponsible  Advisers. 
Ministers  accepted  practically  of  the  position, 
but  abstained  from  reducing  to  writing  the 
precise  limits  of  their  relations  to  His  Excel- 
lency, leaving  them  to  be  determined  by  cir- 
cumstances. On  one  point,  however,  they 
exercised  peculiar  caution  not  to  commit,  or 
attempt  to  commit,  the  colony  without  the 
sanction  of  this  House — I  mean  the  finance 
of  the  Native  policy.  On  this  they  advised 
His  Excellency  as  follows : — 

•'  Ministers  do  not  shrink  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  adopting  plans  involving  so  large  an 
expenditure.  On  the  contrary,  they  consider 
that  circumstances  absolutely  require  it ;  and 
require  also  that  the  emergency  should  be  faced 
at  once.  It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  the  sola- 
tion  of  existing  difficulties  by  proposing  plans 
for  the  social  improvement  of  the  Natives 
dependent  on  possible  votes  of  the  General 
Assembly.  But  His  Excellency  must  not  mis- 
apprehend the  extent  to  which  Ministers  can 
pledge  the  colony  in  a  matter  of  finance.  They 
can  and  will  recommend  to  the  Oeiieru 
Assembly  to  make  the  requisite  provision  for 
the  intended  objecte,  and  they  can  and  will 
stake  their  positions  as  Ministers  on  the 
Assembly  adopting  their  recommendations; 
but  they  have  no  constitutional  power  to  bind 
the  Assembly  beforehand." 

Now,  in  the  course  they  have  pursued  I  am 
confident  that  the  House  will  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  Ministers,  viewed  only  by  the  light 
of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed, 
and  the  emergency  of  the  case;  but,  if  any 
further  justification  were  necessary,  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  passed 
last  session,  which  distinctly  enunciated  that 
the  time  had  arrived  for  subjecting  the  Native 
administration  of  the  colony  to  the  Besponsible 
Ministry.    That  resolution  was  as  follows : — 

"5.  That  any  reconstruction  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Department  on  a  satisfactory  basis 
necessarily  involves  also  an  entire  reorganization 
of  the  political  branch  of  that  service,  and  thi^t 
no  such  reorganization  will  be  effectual  or  satis- 
factory to  the  country  which  does  not — while 
fully  recognizing  and  securing  to  the  Governor  . 
both  the  initiation  and  the  decision  where 
•Imperial  interests  are  involved — place  the  con- 
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dnct  of  the  ordinaiy  business  of  Native  adminis- 
tiation  under  responsibility  to  the  Assembly. 

"  6.  That,  while  the  Committee  believe  that 
provision  will  be  cheerfully  made  to  whatever 
amount  shall  be  requisite  for  organizing  the 
Native  service  on  a  sound  and  efficient  basis,  so 
as  to  retain  the  goodwill  of  the  Natives  and 
create  the  confidence  which  has  never  yet  been 
felt  by  the  colonists,  they  declare  their  con- 
viction that  the  House  cannot  justly  be  expected 
in  any  future  session  to  pass  estimates  for  per- 
petuating the  existing  system." 

So  much  for  the  past  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject. Now,  as  regards  the  future,  I  Imow  that  a 
sense  of  alarm  has  been  created  in  the  minds  of 
some  persons  by  a  resolution  passed  recently  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  effect  that  all 
colonies  possessing  representative  institutions 
must  for  the  future  be  prepared  to  bear  the  prin- 
cipal cost  of  their  own  internal  defence,  and 
from  this  it  is  inferred  that,  if  we  attempted  to 
establish  Ministerial  responsibility  in  Native 
affairs,  we  should  be  made  liable  for  all  the 
cost  of  military  and  naval  assistance  from  the 
Imperial  Government.  Now,  I  pray  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  stand  aghast  at  this 
awful  resolution  to  observe  that  it  is  directed, 
not  against  colonies  possessing  Responsible  Go- 
vernment, but  representative  institutions ;  and, 
if  we  would  avoid  the  consequences  that  it  is 
supposed  attach  to  its  operation,  we  must  not 
only  repudiate  Responsible  Government,  but 
pray  ParUament  to  repeal  our  Constitution  in 
toto.  We  need  not  be  afraid  of  this  bugbear. 
The  resolution  is  directed  against  all  the 
colonics  enjoying  self-government,  and  is  in- 
tended as  a  wholesome  warning  not  to  involve 
themselves  unnecessarily  in  troubles  with  in- 
ternal enemies  in  the  hope  that  they  cem 
have  the  service  of  the  British  army  for  nothing. 
Bat,  whatever  be  the  meaning  of  this  resolu- 
tion, I  do  not  &ee  how  we  can  get  rid  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  Native  affairs.  The 
supposition  that  we  can  rests  upon  a  fallacy 
which  underUes  the  position  of  those  who  have 
argued  this  question  elsewhere:  I  allude  to  a 
series  of  documents  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendices  of  this  House  for  1860,  from  the 
pens  of  my  esteemed  friends  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swainson,  the  Venerable  Archdeacons  Maunsell 
and  Kissling,  tmd  others.  Those  gentlemen 
argue  on  the  injustice  of  submitting  to  the 
legislation  of  a  representative  body  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Natives,  who  have  no  representa- 
tion there.  Now,  the  fallacy  of  this  argument 
lies  in  the  supposition  that  the  question  is  one 
of  the  government  of  the  Natives  inter  se.  But, 
in  fact,  it  is  not  the  government  of  the  Natives, 
but  the  regulation  of  the  relations  between  the 
Natives  and  Europeans  which  constitutes  the 
problem  we  have  to  solve.  The  interests  of 
the  two  races  in  this  Island  are  so  inex- 
tricably wound  up,  so  interminably  inter- 
laced, that  it  is  impossible  to  sever  them; 
and  if  you  attempt  to  draw  the  line,  you  will 
find  it  utterW  impossible;  either  you  must  sub- 
mit to  the  Besponsible  Government  innumer- 
able questions  which  affect  the  Natives,  or  you 
must   hand   over  to  an  irresponsible  Nativ6 


Department  innomerable  questiona  which  tSeet 
the  Europeans.  There  is  no  way  of  esei^, 
and  which  would  be  the  worst  coarse  there  cm 
be  little  doubt.  Besides  this,  it  is  impossiUe 
to  work  the  new  institutions  under  the  eiistiiig 
law  on  any  other  principle.  The  whole  of  tlie 
machinery  created  by  the  legislation  of  1858 
is  subject  to  the  Governor  in  Council — ^not  k 
district  can  be  assigned,  not  a  Magistiate  ap- 
pointed, not  a  step  of  any  sort  taken  bat  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  If  yon  aband<Hi  Be- 
sponsible Government  you  mast  alter  all  tliis. 
Will  this  House  retrace  its  steps  by  repealing 
those  Acts,  or  altering  them  in  this  particolu? 
But  suppose  you  do  refuse  to  admit  BesponaUe 
Government,  and  deny  your  liability  for  Uie  acts 
of  the  Governor  acting  without  bis  Besnonsilile 
Advisers.  Will  your  repudiation  of  liability 
protect  you?  Do  not  believe  it.  The  Home 
Government  will  not  relax  its  hold  if  it  tbinb 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  justly  impoK 
liability  upon  you.  No  amount  of  protest  «iU 
clear  you  of  liability  in  such  a  case ;  and,  if  pi 
attempt  to  assume  such  a  position  in  uy 
nigga^y  spirit,  or  ill  any  spirit  of  distrust  at 
the  liberality  of  the  Home  Government,  yod 
will  not  be  likely  to  be  the  more  &i,vonraUy 
dealt  with  by  it.  Besides  ail  this,  I  feel  bonnd 
to  ask  you  in  what  position  you  will  place  the 
Governor  by  refusing  to  share  with  him  Uie 
responsibiUty  of  Native  administration.  Let 
me  call  your  attention  to  the  ezpxessian  of  his 
opinion  on  this  subject  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle.   He  writes  as  follows : — 

"  Under  this  system  there  would  be  two 
Governments  in-  the  colony,  which  not  (ffllj 
would  not  always  aid  one  another,  bat  wiuch 
would  sometimes  act  at  cross  purposes  with 
each  other. 

"  At  the  present  crisis  it  is  quite  impo9B°U< 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  be»d- 
vantageously  carried  on  under  such  a  system. 
I  therefore  immediately  arranged  to  oonsaltmj 
Besponsible  Ministers  in  relation  to  'StUm 
affairs  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  all  otto 
subjects,  and  in  like  manner  to  act  thioogh 
them  in  relation  to  all  Native  mattets.  If  tax 
serious  difference  takes  place  between  ni  as 
these  subjects  I  must,  as  in  other  oases,  resoit 
to  other  Advisers,  and  appeal,  in  fact,  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

"  Your  Grace  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  infom 
me  if  you  wish  me  to  discontinue  the  airang»- 
ment ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  leave  it 
permanently  in  operation  until  difficulties  idw 
under  it,  which  1  do  not  see  any  piot«bility  of. 

"  Any  attempt  to  set  up  either  the  Qovemat 
or  any  special  body  between  the  Natives  and 
General  Assembly  as  a  protective  power  foi  the 
Natives  a^inst  the  presumed  hostilify  of  that 
body  will,  I  fear,  produce  an  ill  effect  upon  the 
Native  mind,  as  making  them  t^ud  the 
Assembly  as  their  admitted  natural  eoemiei; 
whilst  it  will  perhaps  create  in  the  minds  of 
the  General  Assembly  some  prejudice  agaiurt 
the  Natives  and  against  what  may  be  done  for 
them,  and  a  carelessness  for  their  inteieits, 
with  the  protection  of  which  the  Assembly 
I  would  be  in  no  way  ohaiged. 
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"  Under  the  system  I  have  adopted,  the  Oo- 
Temoi  and  Ministeis  act  as  mutuij  checks 
upon  each  other.  li  either  of  them  wishes 
to  force  on  some  proceeding  which  the  other 
fBZtj  regards  as  unjust  to  the  Natives  or  as 
injorioas  to  their  reasonable  interests,  it  is 
known  to  both  that  the  ultimate  appeal  must 
be  made  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  that 
the  justness  of  the  intentions  of  each  party  will 
become  a  matter  of  public  discussion.  It  is 
therefore  reasonable  to  think  that  each  of  them 
would  carefully  consider  the  grounds  on  which 
they  were  aeting  before  incurring  the  risk  of  an 
appeal  of  this  nature. 

"  Certainly  this  plan  throws  a  greater  responsi- 
bility on  the  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  the 
expenditure  on  aocount  of  any  war  which  their 
acts  might  bring  on  ;  but  this  would  indirectly 
prove  a  great  protection  for  Native  interests. 
The  Assembly  -will  now  know  that  the  justness 
of  their  acts,  if  disturbances  spring  from  them, 
will  be  publicly  canvassed  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  that,  if  misfortune  and  dangers  have 
undeservedly  been  brought  upon  Her  Majesty's 
European  subjects  by  the  misconduct  of  ihe 
Natives,  then  the  General  Assembly  will 
receive  from  England  that  generous  and 
liberal  support  which  she  has  never  failed  to 
aSoid  to  British  subjects  under  such  circum- 
stances ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  if — ^which 
■one  may  hope  would  be  impossible — the  Colo- 
nial Assembly  had  been  attempting  to  oppress 
Her  Majesty's  Native  subjects,  its  unrighteous 
conduct  would  meet  with  that  public  reproba- 
tion which  it  would  so  justly  deserve." 

Now,  if  these  be  His  Excellenoy's  views  on 
the  subject,  how  do  yon  propose  to  enable  him 
to  carry  on  a  system  which  he  has  already  pro- 
nounced impossible  ?  The  advice  which  the 
Oovenmient  feels  bound  to  give  to  the  House 
on  this  subject  is,  to  let  it  be  as  it  is.  Do  not 
attempt  to  repudiate  responsibility,  on  the  one 
hsnd,  and  do  not  attempt  to  define  too 
minutely  the  relations  of  the  Governor  towards 
his  B^nnsible  Advisers.  NotMng  will  be 
guned  by  the  first  course,  and  by  the  latter 
confusion  and  difficulty  will  to  a  certainty 
arise.  The  next  subject  on  which  I  think  it 
desirable  to  touch  is  that  of  the  finance  of  the 
Native  policy.  I  have  seen  very  absurd  state- 
ments in  some  of  the  public  prints  of  the  colony 
M  to  the  reckless  unauthorized  expenditure 
which  the  Government  is  supposed  to  have 
4hlieady  incurred  on  this  object.  It  will  per- 
haps surprise  the  House  when  I  tell  it  that,  of 
the  £10,000  voted  last  session  for  Native  pur- 
foMs,  and  which  the  House  declined  to  appro- 
priate specifically,  the  Ministnr  have  yet  a 
balance  in  hand;  and,  though  liabilities  have 
-been  incurred  beyond  that  amount,  the  whole 
expenditure  these  include  per  annum  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  £13,000.  Now  as  to 
the  finance  of  the  future.  His  Excellency 
asked  the  sum  of  £50,000  a  year.  This  is 
apparently  double  the  amount  of  the  vote  of 
"the  previous  year,  but,  in  fact,  it  is  a  saving 
to  the  colony,  for  His  Excellency  has  very 
liberally  undertaken  to  forego  the  contribution 
'tomtds  the  cost  of  Impenal  troops  now  paid 


by' the  colony  to  the  extent  of  half  the  cost  of 
the  Native  plan.  Thus,  as  the  whole  cost  will 
be  £50,000,  we  shall  only  have  to  vote 
£25,000,  and  the  equal  balance  will  be  pro- 
vided from  the  source  indicated.  An  addi- 
tional advantage  of  this  is  that,  whereas  if 
the  amount  was  paid  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment it  would  be  spent  out  of  the  colony,  by 
this  liberal  arrangement  it  will  be  spent  here. 
In  fEu:t,  the  colony  will  really  save  by  the 
transaction,  viewed  in  the  abstract.  And,  if  we 
consider  how  great  the  saving  is  as  compared 
with  a  war  policy,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
economy  of  His  Excellency's  proposal.  On  this 
head  I  beg  to  quote  again  tcom  HuJ  Excellency's 
despatches, — 

"  It  need  hardly  be  added  that  the  total 
smnnal  expenditure  upon  all  these  objects, 
which  expetaditure  will  last  but  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  will  not  nearly  equal  the  mere 
annual  interest  of  the  capital  which  will  be 
sunk,  without  producing  any  return  whatever, 
in  the  first  year  of  a  genertJ  war ;  which  will 
then  probably  last  for  several  years,  and  at  the 
close  of  which,  when  the  out-settlements  had 
been  swept  away  and  the  settlers  had  been 
mined,  it  will  still  remain  necessary  to  take 
such  measures  for  the  permanent  peace  of  the 
colony  aa  it  is  now  proposed  td  take  at  once." 

I  now  approach  the  more  painful  part  of  my 
subject.  I  mean  that  which  relates  to  the  con- 
dition of  Taranaki.  This  House  will  give  me 
credit  when  I  express  the-  deep  sympathy 
which  is  felt  by  His  Excellency  and  his  Minis- 
ters for  all  who  have  suffered  loss  or  injury  by 
the  latf  unhappy  war  in  that  province.  Gladly 
would  we  reinstate  it  not  only  in  its  pristine 
prosperity,  but  make  it  ten  times  what  it  wag 
before.  But,  in  approaching  practical  action 
in  the  matter,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we 
have  not  only  the  interests  of  Taranaki  to  con- 
sider, but  those  of  all  the  European  colonists 
in  the  Island  as  well,  and  equally  with  theirs  the 
interests  of  all  that  large  majority  of  the  Na- 
tives who  have  not  been  engaged  in  hostilities 
against  us.  As  regards  this  part  of  the  snbjeet^ 
and  the  occupation  of  the  district  of  Tatarai- 
maka  by  the  hostile  Natives,  these  matters  have 
a  militSkry  aspect  and  involve  considerations 
which  must  be  left  to  His  Excellency  alone.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  His  Excellency's  views 
on  the  subject,  and  if  I  did  I  should  consider 
it  most  improper  to  divulge  them  in  this  place. 
But  I  do  feel  bound  to  disclaim  the  smallest 
particle  of  responsibility,  either  on  the  part  of 
His  Excellency  or  of  his  Ministers,  in  reference 
to  the  condition  of  Taranaki.  As  it  is,  so  we 
found  it.  We  are  not  responsible  for  its 
calamities.  And  as  regards  that  peculiarly- 
distressing  point,  the  occupation  of  Tatarai- 
maka,  in  particular,  we  cannot  be  blamed.  I 
beg  to  refer  to  the  published  papers  on  this 
point.  It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  termination 
of  hostilities  the  Ngatiruannis  and  Taranakis 
had  entirely  retired  from  that  district,  and 
gone,  some  forty,  some  eighty,  miles  south  of 
Taranaki.  At  tiiis  juncture  General  Cameron 
asked  Governor  Browne  whether  he  should 
locate  a  force  at  Tataraim&ka,  and  had  he 
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80  the  Natiyes  wonld  never  bAve  been 
»ble  to  intrude  there.  Govempr  Browne,  in  a 
despatch  of  three  lines,  decUned  the  ofier,  and 
the  Natives  gradually — but  long  before  wa  took 
office — crept  back  and  took  possession.  .We 
may  refer  to  various  authorities — to  Oovemor 
Bcovme,  Oeneral  Cameron,  and  Mr.  Whitaker — 
to  show  that  any  attempt  to  invade  the  coun- 
tiy  of  those  tribes  could  be  attended  with  no 
advantage,  and  would  in  all  probability  draw 
on  a  genezial  war.  Now  this  the  Ministry  were 
not  prepared  to  advise.  Their  advice  to  the 
Oovemor  in  reference  to  the  Taranaki  ques- 
tion they  have  given  in  plain,  distinct,  and,  I 
think,  nuhnlytenns:  it  is  in  print  and  before 
the  House.  But  it  is  for  His  Excellency  to 
choose  his  own  time  and  act  for  himself  in 
leference  to  a  mcUiter  involving  almost  ezclu- 
sivelymilitary  considerations.  I  sludl  not  detain 
the  House  much  longer,  but  I  feel  bound  to 
egress  the  opinion  of  the  Ck>vemment  as  to 
the  progress  which  we  have  made  in  carrying 
oi;t  the  policy  we  undertook.  On  the  whole, 
regard  being  had  to  the  means  at  our  disposal 
and  the  time  which  has  elapsed,  it  htis  oeen 
most  satisfactory,  and  much  more  success  has 
been  attained  than  we  could  have  expected. 
We  found  the  whole  Native  population,  even 
the  most  friendly  tribes,  filled  with  deep  dis- 
trust and  intense  suspicion  of  the  Qovenunent. 
The  bulk  of  them  trembled  on  a  line  between 
peace  and  war,  and  were  fast  gravitating  to  the 
latter.  We  have  succeeded,  we  think,  in  re- 
storing the  confidence  in  us  of  large  sections  of 
the  race,  and  we  believe  that  a  veiy  general 
distrust  of  the  long  movement,  accompanied 
by  an  inclination  towards  our  rule,  is  now  in 
progress.  I  may  specify  an  instance  which  has 
recurred  within  ten  ciays,  not  eighty  miles 
from  where  we  stand — namely,  the  entire  de- 
lection  from  the  king  movement  of  two  hapus 
numbering  two  hundred  souls,  previously  the 
most  determined  kiugites,  the  followers  and 
relatives  of  Rangihaeata,  the  fighting  general 
of  the  war  of  1846,  who  have  come  over  in  a 
body  to  the  Queen,  and  are  likely  to  bo  fol- 
lowed hy  nearly  all  the  west  coast  south  of 
Wanganui.  In  fact,  there  is  a  great  shaking  of 
the  Native  mind  going  on ;  they  begin  to  tire 
of  the  folly  of  the  King  movement,  and  are 
looking  to  us  for  law  and  order;  and,  though 
the  work  is  one  requiring  time,  labour,  and 
piatience,  the  Oovernment  is  hopefully  confident 
that  the  problem  will  be  solved ;  that  the  Na- 
tive race  will  be  restored  to  its  allegiance  with- 
out bloodshed ;  and  that  the  British  name  will 
be  spared  the  dark  stain  of  its  extinction — a 
stain  which  would  attsLoh  to  it  through  all  his- 
tory and  no  lapse  of  time  would  ever  efface. 
.    BUI  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
nine  o'clock  pan. 


HOUSE    OF   RBPEESBNTATIVB8. 
Wednetday,  S3Td  July,  1S6». 


Ur.  Fo* 


Native  AjETaixs— SnpplT— Seoond  Beading — Iditetr 
Expenditure— First  Beading— Library  andPliai- 
ing— Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaebb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'dook. 
Pbatbbs. 

NATIVE  AFFAIBS. 
Major  BICHABDSON  moved.  That  thi» 
House  should  be  informed,  so  far  aa  may  be  eoo- 
sistent  with  any  present  or  prospectire  mflrtaiy 
arrangements,  what  measures  are  proposed  to  M 
adopted  towards  the  Taranaki  and  Ng^imaBui 
Tribes  with  reference  to  the  murder  of  nrnuimri, 
British  European  subjects,  and  also  with  re- 
ference to  the  destruction  of  the  homesteads 
and  plunder  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  o< 
the  Province  of  Taranud.  The  hcaioDrable 
gentleman  ^d,  in  introdaoing  a  motion  of  thk 
kind  he  would  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  Sonae 
in  the  remarks  he  had  to  make,  as  he  was  only  a 
young  member ;  his  natal  day  was  known  to  the 
gentlemen  at  the  table — it  was  but  a  few  days 
ago  that  he  was  bom  to  parliamentary  life,  and 
Im  name  inscribed  on  the  records  of  the  'BJaaaa. 
It  would  appear  bold  for  him  to  venture  on  tiie 
ground  he  nad  selected,  when  he  was  likely  t» 
meet  such  a  veteran  statesman  as  the  Colixual 
Secretary.  He  wished  that  the  informatiaa 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  favoured  the  House 
with  last  evening  had  been  of  such  a  ohanustei, 
had  been  sufficiently  explicit  as  to  render  it  un- 
necessary for  him  (Major  Bichardson^  to  seek 
for  further  explanation.  He  disclaimed  aQ 
party  motives — he  desired  as  far  as  possible  t» 
maintain  on  independent  position,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  Ministers  would  give  him 
credit  for  those  sentiments.  He  did  not  wish 
to  press  for  any  information  that  might  not  be 
consistent  with  any  present  or  prospective 
military  arrangements.  Were  the  announce- 
ments Ministers  made  the  opinions  of  the  Go- 
vernor or  their  own  opinions  ?  Until  that  wa« 
fully  explained  he  could  not  consider  the  infor- 
mation sufficient  or  authoritative.  It  was  guie- 
rally  considered  that  southern  memb«n  had 
no  ri(^t  to  interfere  in  Native  matters. — (No, 
no.) — He  was  glad  to  hear  that  denial.  As 
an  evidence  of  the  deep  sympathy  entertained 
by  southern  members,  he  was  induced  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  in  reference  \o  tiie  Natives 
who  had  set  the  law  at  defiance,  and  what 
means  were  to  be  adopted  for  the  restitution  ol 
the  property  they  hod  plimdered  from  oar  sof- 
fering  fellow-'subjects  at  Taranaki.  In  desling 
with  this  matter  it  would  be  best  to  take  aa 
independent  position,  but  he  confessed  that  it 
was  impossible  to  consider  any  question  con- 
nected with  the  Nattive  policy  without  bring- 
ing other  questions  into  consideration.  In 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  speech  upon  tha 
Native  policy  there  appeared  to  be  one  tbiag 
wanted ;  there  was  an  absence  of  definitiaa 
as  to  the  responsible  authority.    The  ptosis. 
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had  bean  laid  upon  the  table  in  the  faankeet 
maimer,  without  oonsidention  aa  to  whether 
the7  were  favourable  to  the  Ministers,  or  of 
■noh  a  oharaoter  as  to  be  good  argoments  in 
tiie  hands  of  those  membws  who  generally 
opposed  the  Ministers.  By  the  aid  of  those 
papers  they  might  examine  Hie  whole  subject 
witii  the  freest  light  the  Ministers  oonld  shed. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  had  informed  the  House 
that  the  action  in  Native  matters  was  the 
aotion  of  His  Kxoellenoy,  approved  of  by  his 
Ministers.  He  also  said  there  was  a  strong 
(eeUng  of  harmony  in  Native  matters  between 
His  Bxeellenoy  and  his  Ministers,  and  the 
Home  Oovemment ;  but  that,  as  regards  Tat«k- 
nimaka,  the  Ministers  only  ^ve  their  advice, 
leaving  the  Oovemor  to  decide  as  he  should 
tiiink  fit.  He  had  read  over  all  the  papers,  and 
the  impression  left  on  his  mind  was  one  of  har- 
monioas  discord  or  discordant  harmony.  He 
would  now  pass  in  review  the  oiroumstanoes  of 
the  colony  for  the  past  few  years.  He  referred 
to  the  late  Oovemor  Browne's  letter  of  the 
14th  October,  1868,  in  which  His  Excellency 
Hsomed  the  entire  respcmsibility  of  Native 
■fiairs — a  position  accepted,  the  Oovemor  said, 
by  the  Grown  and  the  colony ;  and  on  address- 
ing die  House  of  Assembly  on  the  80th  July, 
1860,  Oovemor  Browne  alluded  to  the  "  neces- 
sity of  upholding  Her  Majesty's  supremacy  by 
lotoe  of  arms,"  and  in  defence  of  the  "  rights 
of  the  proinietors  of  the  land."  [He  (Mi^jor 
Bichardaon)  then  proceeded  to  allude  to  the 
emphatio  despatch  of  Lord  Carnarvon,  of  the 
IStn  May,  1859,  in  which  the  Imperial  Oovem- 
ment declined  to  "  abdicate  theu  responsibili- 
ties," and  asserted  their  intention  not  to 
"yield  a  point  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  securify  of  the 
colony,  the  justice  to  Native  claims,  and  the 
issues  of  peace  or  war  itself."  He  held  that  at 
the  present  moment  those  arguments  were 
irresistible.  He  then  proceeded  to  analyse 
the  despatches,  and  read  the  following  extract 
from  a  memorandum  by  Ministers  on  the  8th 
October,  1861 :— ] 

"'porous  measures  may  be  taken  to  re- 
establuh  our  position.  And  this  appears  to 
Ministers  the  true  policy.  If  there  must  be  a 
war  it  is  better  tar  that  it  should  be  at  Tara- 
naki  than  elsewhere.  For  whatever  mischief 
oonld  be  inflicted  on  British  settlements  by  a 
state  of  war  has  been  done  there.  The  penalties 
of  war  have  been  already  pud.  Besides  this, 
the  case  of  the  Ngatiruonui  and  Taronaki  Na- 
tives is  the  one  which  presents  the  fewest 
grounds  of  sympathy  with  other  Natives.  They 
engaged  in  the  quarrel  without  provocation, 
and  were  guilty  of  gross  outrages.  Their 
|iresent  attitude  is  one  of  such  open  hostility  as 
m  the  eyes  of  well  aSeoted  Natives  themselves 
would  not  merely  justify  but  denuud  on  our 
part  active  measures  against  them,  and  retri- 
'  Dution  for  the  wrongs  done.  Added  to  this,  if 
operations  were  carried  on  with  a  view  to  open 
up  and  establish  military  communication  by 
loads  between  Taranaki  and  Wenganui,  such 
derations  would  be  attended  witii  some  facili- 
ties, and  in  the  end  with  great  patent  advan- 


tages. Ministen  are  of  opinion — so  far  as  they 
can  presume  to  oSer  an  opinion  involving  mili- 
tary considetations  —  that  firm  and  decisive 
aotion  should  be  taken  in  this  direction.  They 
believe  the  efieot  would  be,  in  no  long  space  of 
time,  to  bring  the  Natiruanuis  and  Taranakis 
into  submission.  The  settiement  of  Taranaki 
might  then,  in  the  end,  be  re-established  on  a 
safer  basis,  and  enabled  to  recover  and  extend 
itself." 

That  was  a  clear  and  expressive  declaration 
of  Ministers'  opinions  as  to  the  Taranaki  and 
Ngatiruanui  Tribes.  Those  sentiments  met- 
with  his  most  cordial  approval.  There  was 
another  matter — the  financial  aspect  in  rega(d 
to  the  permanent  solution  of  the  Native  ques- 
tion and  the  payment  of  war  liabilities.  At 
E.-2  would  be  found  the  following : — 

"  As  regards  the  financial  aspect  of  the  ex- 
periment about  to  be  made,  Ministers  have 
abeady  addressed  His  Excellency  in  another 
memorandum.  They  will  only  add  their  belief 
that  the  General  Assembly  will  readily  vote 
sjiy  reasonable  sum  for  the  proposed  objects— 
sa^  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  indicated  by 
ms  Excellency — provided  it  feels  satisfied  that 
such  expenditure  will  compass  the  object  in 
view — namel;jr,  the  permanent  solution  of  the 
Native  question.  But  it  is  right  that  His  Ex- 
cellency should  understand  the  mind  of  the 
colony  and  the  Assembly  on  this  point.  Whe^ 
they  want  is  a  permanent  and,  if  possible,  a 
peaceful  adjustment  of  the  question,  with  rea- 
sonable guarantees  for  the  future  tranquilli^ 
of  our  settlements  and  the  undisturbed  pro- 
gress of  colonization.  They  vriU  bo  ready  to 
purchase  these  objects  at  a  large  price.  Bat 
they  will  not  be  contented  with  any  mera 
temporary  lull  of  Native  disturbances ;  and 
Ministers  feel  bound  to  add  that  the  Assembly 
may  possibly  hesitate  to  admit  its  entire  11a- 
bUitf  for  the  past  management  of  the  Nativea 
or  ite  consequences,  including  the  late  .war  and 
whatever  may  be  the  sequel  of  events  direotiy 
flowing  from  it." 

Those  sentiments  were  as  honourable  and 
judicious  as  could  be  desired.  He  would  now 
proceed  to  give  His  Excellency's  views  aa 
shown  in  the  papers,  and  as  might  be  seen  in 
page  88  of  E.-l,  section  2  :— 

*'  The  uselessness  of  forcing  the  Natives  here 
to  accept  certain  terms  of  peace  is  shown  by 
what  took  place  at  the  Waitara.  Certain  terms 
of  peace  were  proposed  by  the  Governor ;  some 
Natives  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them,  others  accepted  them  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1861.  They  were  warmly  approved  by 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  a  Commissioner 
was  appointed  on  Her  Majesty's  behalf  to  carry 
out  on  her  part  a  portion  of  tiiem,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Wattara.  to  execute  his  missKHi, 
when  the  very  chief  who  had  borne  the  princi- 
pal part  in  accepting  the  terms  of  peace  de- 
clared his  inability  to  enforce  them,  saying, 
'  It  rests  with  the  people ;'  and,  finally,  the 
Commissioner,  amidst  threats  of  violence,  wag 
obliged  to  leave  the  place,  being  satisfied  that 
they  would  resist  by  force  of  arms  any  attempt . 
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vrhich  might  be  made  to  cany  out  the  teima 
agreed  on." 

Ue  confessed  he  did  not  know  how  it  was 
possible  to  come  to  terms  of  peace  with  the 
Maoris,  when  no  one,  according  to  this  extract, 
had  the  power  or  authority  to  accept  terms. 
Again,  in  the  8th  paragra^  of  the  same  de- 
spatch ho  read, — 

"Again,  if  certain  Natives  will  not  give  up 
plunder  they  have  taken,  should  we  bring  the 
calamities  of  war  on  the  whole  Island?  The 
Maoris  are  not  a  separate  nation  from  oniseWes. 
Is  it  not  better  to  take  precautions  to  prevent 
the  repetition  of  such  plundering,  and  to  bring 
aqy  person  found  with  stolen  property  to  trial 
whenever  he  may  be  caught,  rather  than  to 
make  a  few  troublesome  individuals,  whom 
their  fellows  have  no  power  of  oompelUng  to  do 
what  is  right,  the  cause  of  involving  innocmt 
and  guilty  alike  in  a  terrible  war  7  " 

He  would  confess,  if  the  case  of  Tatanaki  was 
to  be  settled  by  the  terms  of  that  ptuagraph, 
the  British  nation  would  be  placed  in  a  most 
humiliating  position.  It  was  the  attribute  of 
mercy  to  forgive,  but  a  question  of  justice  to 
insist  upon  the-  punishment  of  evil-doers.  He 
now  approached  ground  on  which  he  might 
have  to  stand  edone,  but  he  was  by  no  means 
sceptical  that  he  would  stand  alone  by  the  time 
he  nad  finished.  He  referred  to  E.-l,  section 
3,  page  86 : — 

"  At  the  present  crisis  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  Her  Majesty's  Gk>vemment  could  be  ad- 
vantageously carried  on  imder  such  a  system. 
I  therefore  immediately  arranged  to  consult  my 
Besponsible  Ministers  in  relation  to  Native 
affairs  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  all  other 
,  subjects,  and  in  like  manner  to  act  through 
them  in  relation  to  all  Native  matters.  If  any 
serious  difference  takes  plEu:e  between  us  upon 
these  subjects,  I  must,  as  in  other  cases,  resort 
to  other  Advisers,  and  appeal,  in  fact,  to  the 
'  General  •  Assembly.  Another  disadvantage  of 
the  system  of  making  the  (Governor  chiefly 
responsible  for  Native  affairs  is,  that  it  will  be 
thought  that  the  wars  which  may  arise  under 
it  have  spnmg,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly, 
from  the  acts  of  the  representative  of  the 
British  Government,  over  whose  proceedings 
the  Colonial  Legislature  had  but  very  imperfect 
control ;  so  that  it  would  seem  difficult  to  call 
upon  that  body  to  find  the  means  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  a  war  for  the  origin,  continuemce, 
or  conduct  of  which  it  was  only  in  an  indirect 
manner  responsible." 

That  was  clear  and  explicit.  Now,  he  wished 
to  know — he  would  be  obUged,  if  informed — if 
those  were  the  terms  on  which  responsibility  in 
Native  affairs  was  to  be  imposed  on  them.  If  the 
price  of  responsibility  in  the  Ministry  was  to  be 
the  cost  of  the  origin  and  continuance  of  the  war 
-And  total  settlement  of  the  Native  question,  he, 
for  one,  would  decline  to  accept  the  charge. 
The  war  originated  in  the  defence  of  the  British 
flag,  and  must  be  carried  on  by  the  Imperial 
•Oovemment.  He  would  say  let  us  give  freely 
-and  fully  what  we  can,  but  acknowledge  not 
Ihe  responsibility.  He  would  now  read  some 
Major  Bichardtoa 


extraote  from  the  despatehes  of  His  Once  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle.  In  a  despatch  to  Sir 
George  Grey,  dated  5th  June,  1861,  would  be 
found  these  remarkable  words : — 

"  In  reference  to  my  despateh  of  even  date 
herewith,  I  am  anxious  to  address  to  jou  a  few 
observations  which,  without  fettering  your  ac- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties 
which  await  you  in  New  ZeaJand,  will  serve  to 
indicate  the  main  objects  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  you  should 
keep  in  view,  and  the  nature  of  the  menu  by 
which  they  may  probably  be  attained.    I  need 
hardly  say  that  tne  first  of  these  objects,  and 
the  one  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
most  at  heart,  is  the  establishment  of  peace. 
In  calling  upon  you  to  proceed  to  New  Zealand 
they  have  heen  maiiUy  influenced  by  the  hope 
that  your  intimate  knowledge  of  the  NatiTes, 
the  reputation  which  you  enjoy  among  them, 
and  the  confidence  with  which  you  formerly 
inspired  them  may  enable  you  to  bring  this 
deplorable  warfare    to   a   close   earUer  than 
nu^t  be  in  the  power  of  any  other  man.   I 
shall  not  attempt  to  prescribe  the  conditions 
of  peace  which  I  may  think  ought  to  be  im- 
posed or  accepted ;  but  I  wish  to  imprees  upon 
you  my  conviction  that,  in  deciding  upon  tboM 
conditions,  it  will  be  your  duty,  while  avoiding 
all  unnecessary  severity  towards  men  who  can 
scarcely  be  looked  upon  as  subjecte  in  rebellion, 
to  take  care  that  neither  ^our  own  miBSiannot 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  when  it  airiyes, 
shall  carry  with  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  Natives 
any  appearance  of  weakness   or   alarm.    It 
would  be  better  even  to  prolong  thewar,  vith 
all  its  evils,  than  to  end  it  without  prodncijig 
in  the  Native  mind  such  a  conviction  of  oar 
strength  eys  may  render  peace  not  temporary 
and  precarious,  but  well  grounded  and  lasting. 
If  the  Maoris  acquire  that  conviction ;  and  if 
they  find  themselves,  as  I  trust  and  beUeve 
they  will,  treated  by  the  Government,  aft« 
their  defeat,  with  as  much  fairness  and  con- 
sideration as  they  received  before,  much  will 
have  been  done  to  secure  the  future  welfare 
and  harmony  of  the  two  races  which  inhabit 
New  Zealand." 

These  sentimente  were  highly  honourable  to 
His  Grace.  He,  for  one,  could  not  look  tqxm 
the  victory  as  ours,  while  the  Tataraimaka 
Block  was  occupied  by  the  rebel  Natives,  and 
whUe  settlers,  many  of  whom  had  been  upon 
the  land  and  cultivated  it  for  twenty  yeati,  did 
not  dare  to  return  to  their  homes.  The  last 
paragraph  would  indicate  what  would  be  tiie 
result  if  a  Responsible  Ministry  in  Native 
affairs  was  granted.  This  would  be  his  last 
extract.  It  was  from  a  despateh  of  His  Oraoe 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  George  Qrey, 
dated  26th  February,  1862  :— 

"You  inform  me  that  you  ace  oondueting 
Native  affairs,  not,  as  heretofore,  through  a 
Native  Department  exclusively  responsible  in 
the  first  place  to  the  Governor,  and  through 
him  to  the  Home  Government,  but  through 
and  with  the  advice  of  your  Basponsible  Muis- 
try.  You  also  acquaint  me  with  certain  plans 
of  improvement  whioh  you  have  proposed  t» 
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yonr  OoTemment,  involving  the  remission  on 
the  pftrt  of  the  Imperial  Treasury  of  a  svun 
probably  amounting  to  about  £25,000  from  the 
eonMbation  of  £5  a  head  which  the  oolony  is 
boond  to  make  to  the  expenses  of  the  British 
troops  now  in  the  Island.  But,  while  you  thus 
inform  me  of  the  concessions  which  you  hope 
from  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  you  do  not 
tell  me  by  what  sacrifices  the  colonists  are  pre- 
pared to  meet  those  concessions.  I  do  not 
understand,  for  example,  to  what  extent  they 
ate  willing  either  to  impose  on  themselves  ad- 
ditienal '  taxation,  or  to  appropriate  existing 
taxes  to  the  improvement  of  the  Maoris,  or  the 
support  of  any  future  war,  or  the  liquidating 
the  expenses  of  that  which  I  hope  is  now  con- 
eluded.  Nor  do  you  indicate  the  amovmt  of 
personal  effort  which  the  colonists  are  prepared 
to  make  in  their  own  defence,  and  by  which 
they  may  be  enabled  to  dispense  with  the 
militaiy  assistance  hitherto  afiorded  them  at 
the  expense  of  Great  Britain." 

Now,  the  conclusion  which  he  drew  from 
these  extracts  was,  that  he  was  in  a  perfect 
mist;  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  re- 
sponsible or  irresponsible  Ministry.  He  be- 
lieved that  where  the  power  lay  there  lay  the 
responsibility ;  and  where  the  responsibility  lay 
there  lay  the  payment.  They  might  have  to 
vuj  if  they  were  responsible  or  not ;  but  when 
he  remembered  the  generous  treatment  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  received 
at  the  hands  of  Britain,  he  knew  that  when  the 
day  of  reckoning  came  they  need  have  nothing 
to  fear.  But  it  was  another  thing  to  incur 
responsibility  for  the  payment  of  debts  for 
which,  they  were  irresponsible.  It  was  impos- 
sible fop  them  to  accept  the  responsibility, 
which,  moreovei^  could  not  be  transferred 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Natives — par- 
ties to  the  original  treaty.  He  had  read  the 
history  of  the  colony,  and  he  had  very  great 
doubts  whether  the  sovereignty  of  the  Island 
was  justly  and  fairly  claimed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi.  That  treaty  was  a  triumph  of  art 
over  innocence.  If  the  same  test  that  was  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  these  Islands  were 
applied  to  the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of 
the  Waitara  Block,  then  the  latter  would  stand 
forth  as  an  act  of  sterling  justice.  The  trans- 
action connected  with  the  cession  of  these 
Islands  was  between  the  Maoris  and  the 
Crown,  not  the  oolonists;  therefore  the  re- 
sponsibility belonged  to  the  Crown  alone.  If  the 
Maoris  were  to  be  rescued  it  would  be  by  a  pro- 
cess of  education,  with  a  fearless  admrnistration 
of  law.  He  scarcely  dared  hope  that  the  day  had 
come  when  they  would  see  some  of  the  Mao;ci 
nobility  members  of  that  House,  tmd  debating 
ia  it  with  their  English  brethren,  alternately  in 
English  and  Maori.  In  fact,  he  would  suggest 
that  the  Government  should  postpone  the 
second  reading  of  the  Crown  Grants  Bill  un- 
til they  could  have  the  assistance  of  some  of 
the  chiefs  in  the  discussion  of  its  merits  and 
demerits.  If  they  were  British  subjects  they 
were  entitled  to  we  rights  of  British  subjects, 
and  to  representation.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 


that  the  Maoris  were  entitled  to  representa- 
tion. He  thought  they  might  be  represented 
by  being  erected  into  a  province  of  them- 
selves. Why  not  make  them  into  a  province 
and  make  this  little  Maori  king  a  Superin- 
tendent, and  thus  take  the  sting  out  of  him ; 
for,  as  he  said  the  other  evening.  Superinten- 
dents were  a  most  harmless  clg«s  of  animals?' 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  object  of  the  Na- 
tive policy  was  to  educate  the  Native  mind  to 
take  a  part  in  its  own  government.  He  re- 
membered reading  of  a  great  philosopher — 
{jord  Monboddo — who  held  a  theory  that  by  a 
state  of  gradation  they  could  produce  a  man 
from  a  monkey.  The  great  philosopher  be- 
lieved that  men  were  only  monkeys,  with  the 
tails  worn  off  .from  the  habit  of  sitting  on 
chairs.  Another  development  theory  was,  if 
you  took  a  hen  and  threw  her  into  the  water, 
in  her  efforts  to  reach  the  land,  if  the  process 
be  sufficiently  long,  she  would  become  a  duck. 
Now,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  a 
believer  in  those  theories.  By  no  process  did 
he  believe  a  monkey  oould  be  made  a  man, 
nor  a  fowl  a  duck.  To  educate  the  mind  of 
any  man  you  must  put  him  in  such  circum- 
stance that  he  would  have  all  the  means  within 
reach  of  him  of  forming  the  mind.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  object  the  Government  had  in 
view  in  their  Native  policy  was  the  elevation 
of  the  Maoris.  He  thought  that  end  would 
not  be  obtained  by  the  present  policy.  They 
might  educate  them,  but  they  must  also  punish 
when  punishment  was  deserved.  They  must  be 
made  to  respect  and  fear  the  British  name. 
The  strictest  justice  must  be  combined  with 
the  most  benevolent  mercy.  One  expression  in 
the  papers  formerly  published  struck  him  as 
new,  that  was  "  tribal  rights."  How  was  it- 
they  never  heard  of  tribal  responsibilities? 
Where  there  were  rights  there  were  responsi- 
bilities, and  where  there  were  responsibilities 
there  were  duties.  It  would  be  remembered 
that  when  the  Algerians  overran  large  portions 
of  European  seas,  every  nation  of  Europe  com- 
bined to  sweep  them  away.  He  was  not  urging 
that  the  Maori  race  should  be  swept  away;. 
but,  in  common  justice  to  our  fellow  loyal 
subjects,  European  and  Native,  the  Ngatirua- 
nuis  and  Taranakis  should  be  punished  for  the 
wrongs  those  tribes  had  inflicted  on  the 
settlers.  [The  honourable  member  then  gave  & 
few  instances  of  his  military  experience  in 
India,  illustrative  of  the  e^ect  of  justice  and 
mercy.  England  in  the  moment  of  her  greatest 
weakness  impressed  the  conviction  of  her  in- 
herent strength  upon  the  Hindoos.  Beferring 
to  the  vengeance  taken  for  the  massacre  at 
Kyber  Pass,  and  to  the  terrible  but  triumphant 
struggle  in  the  Punjaub,  he  said  by  the  lesson 
England  had  there  taught  her  enemies  —  a 
lesson  not  easy  to  forget— she  established  her 
Empire.]  And,  in  conclusion,  he  would  ask  the 
Colonial  Secretary  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  authorities  to  make  the  roads  throughout 
the  Province  of  Taranaki,  as  they  had  done  in 
the  North.  He  referred  to  Omata  and  Tatarat- 
maka.  He  would  say  the  information,  if  in 
the  a£BzmatiTe,  would  give  the  most  cordial 
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ipcatifloation.  He  now  b^ged  to  move  tbe 
resolution  standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  COLENSO  seconded  the  motdon. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Major  BIGHABDSON  then  moved,  That  this 
House  should  be  informed,  as  far  as  xaay  be 
oonsistent  with  any  present  or  prospectiTe 
military  arrangements,  what  measures  are  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  towards  enabling  the 
owners  of  property  in  the  Tataraimaka  Block, 
in  the  Province  of  Taranaki,  to  return  to  their 
homes,  from  which  they  are  still  debarred  by 
the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  relations 
<ixi sting  between  tbe  Qovemment  and  Her 
Majesty's  Native  subjects  residing  to  the  south- 
ward in  that  province. 

Mr.  COIiEKSO  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  put  it  to  Mr.  Speaker  whether  the 
honourable  the  mover  was  pursuing  a  proper 
course  in  putting  these  motions  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  tiieir  present  form,  and  then  at  the 
close  of  his  speech  patting  a  categorical  ques- 
tion to  him  (Mr.  Fox),  plaomg  him  in  an  unfair 
position.'  The  honourable  member  ought  to 
select  whether  he  would  proceed  with  these  as 
motions,  or  as  questions  to  which  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
could  give  a  oate^rical  answer  without  being 
placed  in  the  position  of  not  being  able  to  teplj 
in  any  debate  that  might  ensue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  had  simply  moved  the  two  motions 
as  they  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper,  and,  if 
he  had  put  any  question  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  it  rested  entirely  with  the  Oolonial 
Secretary  whether  to  answer  it  or  not. 

Major  BICHAKDSON  said  that  his  question 
was  simply  put  in  the  same  generous  manner 
as  he  would  have  expected  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  put  a  question  to  him.  Belie^ng 
that  the  House  would  have  debated  the  subject 
'  before  affirming  the  proposition,  he  was  de- 
sirous to  give  the  Colonial  Secretaiy  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  these  doubtful  points,  so 
tiiat  the  House  might  be  in  possession  of  the 
facts  of  the  case  before  commencing  a  debate. 

Mr.  GILLIES  thought  the  Government 
would  be  scarcely  treating  the  House  in  a  fair 
way  to  let  these  motions  pass  without  remade, 
and  decline  to  answer  the  questions  of  the 
honourable  member,  especially  as  they  had 
been  so  long  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  thought  that  rather 
hard  measure  had  been  dealt  out  to  his 
honourable  frienBs  on  the  Treasury  bench. 
Ministers  had  not  opposed  tbe  motion,  and 
he  supposed  it  would  he  for  their  consideration 
to  give,  in  such  manner  and  time  as  they 
thought  best,  that  information  which  they  had 
permitted  the  House  to  say  it  was  desirable 
should  be  given.  It  was  rather  hard  to  expect 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  make  a  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  a  debate  in  which  he  would  have 
no  opportunity  to  reply.  When  his  honour- 
able friend  the  Colomu  Secretary  threw  his 
glove  down  last  night  no  one  would  take  it  up, 
and  now  the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin 
imitated  his  example,  and  his  challenge  was  like- 
wise declined  to  be  taken  up  by  the  other  side, 
Jf<^'or  Bichardion 


After  a  Cttie  more  spaaing,  and  having  ptn- 

dered  the  arguments  of  both  speaken,  ths; 
would  on  both  sides  be  prq>arad  vrith  most 
Axaellent,  satisfactory,  and  Toluminous  answsB 
to  all  those  arguments. 

Mr.  WELD  did  not  wish  to  enter  now  into 
the  questions  which  the  House  would  have  to 
deal  with  hereafter,  but  it  api>eared  to  him 
necessary  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  sobjeet 
that  had  been  iJluded  to  last  night— naokely, 
whether  it  would  have  been  right  or  wrong  to 
oooupy  the  Tataraimaka  Blook  aod  proceed  to 
operations  agsonst  the  Ngatimanai  and  Taia- 
naki  Tribes  i^  the  time  mentioned.  The  foree 
then  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qovemment  was  not 
soffioientto  oarry  on  the  war  in  two  places  with 
any  proepeol  of  success ;  it  was  determined  to 
place  all  the  disposable  force  in  a  position  to 
deal  at  once  with  the  head  and  front  of  the 
rebellion — knowing  that  on  the  snbmissioii  of 
Waikato  the  submission  of  Ngatimaani  snd 
other  southern  tribes  would  depend.  He 
wished  now  to  point  out  that,  before  discnssiiig 
Native  affairs  at  all,  it  was  absolutely  neoes- 
sary  the  House  should  know  exactly  Uie  posi- 
tion in  which  Ministers  stood  towards  tiu 
Governor.  These  loose  understandings  were  of 
no  use ;  the  honourable  member  for  EUesnww 
wonld  know  what  had  come  of  them  in  yesa 
gone  by.  Two  year;  ago  he  (Mi.  Weld)  had 
moved  a  resolution,  which  the  Hoose  had 
adopted  b^  22  to  10,  to  the  effect  that  under 
BTiAing  oiroumstanoes  it  wonld  be  undesirabk 
to  disturb  the  existing  relations  between  th« 
GoTemor  and  Ministras:  but  oircnmstanaei 
had  altered  since  then;  a  new  era  was  com- 
mencing in  which  their  next  stop  (onnid 
would  be  an  important  one — one  that  they 
must  consider  as  calmly  and  independently  u 
they  could,  without  making  it  a  party  question. 
It  would  be  most  advisable  for  the  Miniaten  to 
proceed  by  a  resolution  fixing  the  status  of  the 
Qovemment,  and  asking  the  approval  of  the 
House  on  whatever  plan  they  might  hwe 
arrived  at.  The  principle  of  parliamentsiy 
government  being  that  the  Ministers  should  be 
the  mind  of  tbe  House,  if  they  did  not  on  tiiit 
occasion,  before  asking  an  assent  to  theii 
scheme  of  Native  policy,  come  down  and  state 
the  babis  of  the  relations  between  them  and 
the  Governor  on  which  this  scheme  vras  to  be 
carried  out,  they  would  derogate  from  that 
position  which,  whatever  might  be  the  fanlts  of 
former  Ministws,  they  could  not  be  accused  U 
having  neglected  the  duty  of  upholding.  What 
struck  him  most  was  the  unreality  of  era;- 
thing,  the  want  of  truth  about  uie  preseot 
position  of  affairs.  Whichever  way  the  Hooae 
might  decide — ^for  Ministerial  responsibiUty  or 
confidence  in  the  Governor — His  Excellency, 
like  themselves,  would  have  a  clear  ooaise 
before  him  ;  and  between  these  two  courses 
there  was  no  medium.  If  there  were,  he  hoped 
the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Oo- 
vemment  would  point  it  out  to  tbe  House  in 
unmistakable  blabck  and  white.  If  he  (Mr. 
Weld)  could  see  in  it  justice  and  a  prospect  of 
its  being  any  benefit  to  the  country  he  would 
entettun  it  cordially;  but  till  that  piehmisaiy 
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iru  ditciused  he  deprecated  any  diaonssion  on 
Native  affairs. 

Ur.  WABD  desired  to  point  ont  what  the 
eiioiimstanoee  at  the  present  moment  actually 
were,  and  in  so  doing  he  wonld  endeavonr  to 
Turn  as  clear  as  possible  of  the  large  questions 
of  Katira  policy.  During  the  last  session, 
when  discnssing  the  Native  qoestion  as  it 
aflected  the  IJand  Purchase  Department,  cer- 
tain resolutions  were  come  to,  on  the  motion 
d  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell),  one  of  which  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  and  was  the  only  resolution  of  this 
House  by  which  Ministers  could  get  a  clear 
tnd  steady  light  to  shape  their  course.  Un- 
doubtedly the  position  of  Ministers  towards  the 
Qovemor  was  different  now  from  what  it  had 
been  then,  but  it  was  altered  entirely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  House,  and 
no  further.  In  a  clear  despatch  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  on  this  subject  the  Governor  said 
he  had  made  up  his  mind,  but  nowhere  stated 
that  Ministers  bad  accepted  his  proposition  in 
the  full.  Ministers  evidently  must  be  governed 
by  the  will  of  the  House,  for  they  could  not  by 
their  actions  bind  it  to  accept  responsibility, 
nor  could  they  adopt  a  different  stand  towards 
the  Qovemor  from  that  indicated  by  the  House 
'  in  that  resolaiion,  which  ran  as  follows :  — 
"  That  any  reconstruction  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  on  a  satisfactory  baeis  ne- 
oessanly  involves  also  an  entire  reorganization 
of  the  politioetl  branch  of  that  service,  and 
that  no  such  reorganization  will  be  effectual 
or  satisfactory  to  the  country  which  does  not, 
while  fully  recognizing  and  securing  to  the 
Oovemor  both  the  initiative  and  the  decision 
-where  Imperial  interests  are  involved,  place  the 
-oondnct  of  the  ordinary  business  of  Native 
administiatiou  under  responsibility  to  the 
Assembly." 

That  this  ceaohttion  was  applicable  to  the 
ease  was  evident,  when  the  circumstances  were 
considered.  It  could  not  be  read  as  referring 
solely  to  the  Land  Purchase  Department,  be- 
cause it  was  known — and  was  the  reason  for 
passing  these  resolutions — that  the  Land  Pur- 
-ehase  Department  then  executed  almost  all  the 
political  action  of  the  Qovemment  in  Native 
affairs,  to  put  an  end  to  which  the  House  adopted 
those  resolutions.  The  difference  in  the  present 
position  of  the  Government  was  simply  this, 
that  instead  of  being  double,  as  it  had  been, 
there  was  now  but  a  single  Qovemment.  The 
ordinary  business  of  Native  affairs,  instead  of 
being  transacted  by  a  Native  Secretary's  De- 
partment not  reeponsible  to  this  House,  was  now 
conducted  by  gentlemen«elected  by  this  House, 
chiefly  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  was  now 
in  a  position  to  answer  all  questions  about 
Native  affairs — a  power  which  had  never  been 
held  by  any  officer  of  the  House  before.  It  was 
^nite  possible  that  the  gentleman  formerly 
filling  the  office  of  Minister  for  Native  Affairs 
(Mr.  Weld)  might  not  recognize  that  office  now, 
or  it  was  possible  it  might  be  a  different  office 
comprising  a  variety  of  things  then  considered 
as  forbidden  ground;  but  he  would  find  no- 
where  tiiot  responsibility  had   been   thrown 


upon  the  colony ;  nothing  had  been  done  trench- 
ing on  the  reserved  points  of  "the  initiative 
and  the  decision  where  Imperial  interests  aro 
involved."  Ministers  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves simply  the  conduct  of  Native  affairs,  for 
which  they  desired  to  be  responsible  to  the 
House ;  and  the  question  was  now  what  next 
should  be  done — a  question  of  too  great  im- 
portance and  too  delicate  a  matter  to  he  left  to 
be  dealt  with  in  a  party  spirit.  If  the  House 
would  meet  them  with  the  disposition  to 
examine  carefully  what  the  colony  ought  to  do 
in  Native  matters,  the  Government  would  take 
the  position  of  leading  the  House.  TheColoniiJ 
Secretary  would  undertake  to  lay  before  the 
House  resolutions  on  that  important  subject — 
resolutions  not  conceived  in  a  hurry,  but  pre- 
pared long  ago,  resolutions  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  by  them  as  a  line  to  mark  their  whole 
position  in  the  transaction  of  business,  resolu- 
tions which  would  indicate  to  the  House  the 
position  which  the  Government  hod  endea- 
voured to  assnme  in  this  matter.  When  the 
House  had  declared  itself  ready  to  receive  these 
resolutions  by  disposing  of  previous  questions, 
the  Oolonial  Secretary  would  be  ready  to  sub- 
mit them. 

Mr.  DILLON  BSLL  explained  the  position 
which  was  intended  to  be  taken  by  the  resolu- 
tions referred  to.  Sir  George  Grey  was  then 
expected,  and  it  was  intended  to  explain  to  him 
on  his  arrival  that  the  House  would  no  longer 
consent  to  pay  irresponsible  officers  to  conduct 
Native  affairs,  but  would  require  the  adminis- 
tration of  ordinary  matters  to  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  Responsible  Ministers.  That  reso- 
lution, both  in  its  letter  and  its  spirit,  had  been 
entirely  fulfilled  by  His  Excellency's  Minis- 
ters, as  his  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  official  experience 
enabled  him  to  testifv.  It  would  probably  be 
more  satisfactory  to  the  House  and  the  country 
now,  that  the  relations  proposed  to  exist  between 
the  Governor  and  his  Mmisters  should  be  re- 
duced to  something  considerably  more  definite 
than  was  required  when  in  the  resolution  of 
last  session  ne'  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  proposed 
that  this  matter  should  be  laid  before  the 
Gk>vemor.  It  had  now  become  necessary  to 
take  a  new  step  in  the  definition  of  their  future 
course,  and  he  differed  from,  the  proposal  of  the 
Secretary  of  Crown  Lands,  to  take  all  other 
questions  before  this.  His  opinion  of  the  ques- 
tion was  that  while  Governor  Grey  was  in  this 
colony  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to  look  for 
or  desire  complete  Ministerial  resxransibility ; 
and,  if  this  were  the  view  taken  by  the  House, 
they  would  be  treading  on  false  ground  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  definitions  of  their  intentions  on 
general  questions  of  Native  policy  till  they  had 
first  satisfactorily  settled  the  positions  as  to 
responsibiliW  which  the  Governor  and  them- 
selves should  mutually  hold. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
termine the  exact  relations  which  the  Colonial 
Government  and  Legislature  were  to  maintain 
with  the  Imperial  Qovemment  with  respect  to 
the  responsibility  for  the  Government  of  the 
Natives.  He  had  heard  with  great  pleasure 
the  intimation  of  the  Poetanaster-Qenetal  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


432 


Native  Affoxn. 


[HOUSE.]         NaSm  Affmn. 


[JcltS 


the  Ministry  hod  recognized  the  necessity  of 
oleaxly  defining  those  relations,-  and  that,  in 
anticipation  of  such  definition  being  rec^uired 
hy  the  Honse,  they  had  prepared  a  series  of 
resolutions  to  consult  the  House  upon  before 
any  decided  step  was  taken.  The  Postmaster- 
General  had  removed  the  impression  which  the 
previous  remarks  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  had 
tended  to  produce,  to  the  effect  that  a  resolution 
passed  last  session  which  affected  merely  de- 
partmental arrangements  would  justify  Minis- 
ters in  accepting  a  complete  responsibility  in 
Kative  affairs.  It  was  satisfactory  to  know 
that  the  consideration  of  what  their  responsi- 
bUity  should  be  for  the  future  would  not  be  en- 
oombered  by  the  attempt  to  prove  that  they 
were  already  pledged  ot  committed  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Ministry  had  referred  to 
that  resolution  as  a  justification  of  the  course 
they  had  pursued.  Taking  it  in  its  broad  sense, 
they  were  bound  by  it  to  get  rid  of  the  Native 
Department.  He  believed  the  honourable 
member  would  be  the  last  person  to  object  to 
the  strict  carrying  out  of  a  resolution  qf  the 
Honse.  It  was  ti^ought  better  that  an  irre- 
sponsible department  should  disappear,  and  it 
had  been  swept  away.  He  agreed  it  would  be 
useless — in  fact,  worse  than  useless — to  ap- 
proach the  question  of  responsibility  until  they 
came  to  a  decision  as  to  what  were  to  be  the 
relations  between  the  Governor  and  the  Minis- 
ters in  Native  affairs.  He  hoped  the  matter 
would  be  fairly  considered — that  there  would 
be  an  entire  absence  of  party  feeling,  to  which 
many  of  the  evils  which  had  arisen  might  be 
attributed. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  resumed.— If  the  same  in- 
tention or  disposition  not  to  permit  such  im- 
portant questions  to  be' treated  in  a  party  spirit 
had  always  been  shown  the  colony  would  not 
be  in  its  present  state.  He  only  regretted  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  tiie  head  of  the 
Government  had  on  a  previous  occasion  made 
allusions  calculated  to  evoke  party  spirit. 
After  hearing  the  statements'of  Ministers  and 
reading  the  documents  that  had  been  laid  be- 
fore them,  he  wandered  about  with  no  feeling 
of  certainty,  but  with  a  great  and  growing  feel- 
ing that  unrealities  and  shams  abounded.  It 
was  necessary  such  unrealities  should  be  put 
an  end  to,  and  that  the  House  should  know 
what  were  to  be  the  constitutional  relations 
with  respect  to  Native  affairs  between  the 
Mother-country  and  the  colony.  The  House 
should  not  ask  the  Ministry  to  come  down  with 
resolutions  on  the  subject  at  once  until  they 
were  prepared,  if  they,  in  turn,  would  not  ask  the 
House  to  consider  Native  questions  until  the 
great  fundamental  question  of  responsibility 
had  been  decided.  Until  this  was  done  he 
(Mr.  Stafford)  would  not  discuss  .matters  of 
XKtlicy  or  administration ;  but  statements  on 
these  subjects  already  made  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  unchal- 
lenged, and  he  could  assure  the  House  the  re- 
macks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be, 
at  a  fitting  time,  noticed  and  answered.  He 
'would  here  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  "  young 
Mr.  Stafford 


member,"  the  honourable  member  for  Danadin 

(Major  Richardson),  and  congratulate  the  Hoae 
on  the  acquisition  it  had  made,  which  most 
have  induced  the  wish  that  they  had  somemeie 
such  "young members."  Whenhe(Mr.Stafioid) 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Sectetary, 
and  the  extracts  which  he  had  read  from  cer- 
tain documents,  he,  for  a  moment,  felt  almost 
a  respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
portions  of  the  despatches  read  had  almost 
convinced  him.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  'was  really 
astonished  at  the  audacity  with  which  the 
selections  were  made,  when,  if  the  honoorablB 
gentleman  had  only  read  the  succeeding  pea- 
graphs,  the  very  contraiy  conclusion  to  thst 
which  he  desired  would  have  been  drawn.  A> 
he  said,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  almon^ 
convinced  him ;  and  certainly  he  might  con- 
vince those  who  knew  nothing  of  the  subject— 
his  arguments  seemed  unanswerable  and  irre- 
futable ;  but  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man pronounced  himself  entirely  satisfi«l  with 
the  results  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  thought  thu 
audacity  could  hardly  be  carried  toagieater 
extent.  What  was  he  satisfied  with  ?  Satisfied 
with  the  very  madness  of  anarchy  ?  Satisfied 
with  the  sweeping  condemnation  of  the  village 
runangas  with  which  the  reports  abounded? 
Satisfied  with  one  solitary  instance  of  nominal 
obedience  by  a  portion  of  a  hapu  1  Ministen 
were  indeed  easily  satisfied,  if  such  evidence 
made  them  content.  He  regretted  HoaX  he 
could  not  separate  His  Excellency  from  the 
question  in  speaking  on  it.  In  every  othu  tiie 
Governor  was,  as  respected  the  adnunistiatioii 
of  the  Government,  a  mere  cypher.  Bat  in 
this  case  the  Governor  was  everything.  No 
single  allusion  to  the  Native  difficulty  could  b« 
mavde  without  referring  to  him.  That  was  tiie 
very  key  of  the  position  of  the  Native  questicm. 
If  it  was  not  intended  by  the  Imperial  Qovem- 
ment  that  the  Imperial  Government,  and  not 
the  colonists,  were  to  have  the  supreme  control, 
they  would  not  have  sent  Governor  Grey.  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  stated  that  Sir  Geoigt 
Grey's  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  Natin 
character  expressly  induced  the  British  Oovem- 
ment  to  select  him  to  conduct  the  govemmeDt 
of  this  colony.  The  very  act  of  sending  Qo- 
vemor  Grey  here  was  an  intimation  that  it  wu 
not  the  colonial  Ministers,  but  the  Imperial 
Government,  through  the  representative  of  the 
Crown,  who  were  to  decide  Native  qnestiooe. 
That  was  the  inevitable  conclusion  as  to  whst 
was  intended  by  the  Home  authorities.  If 
they  would  look  over  the  despatches  tb«y 
would  not  find  one  single  expression  of  opin- 
ion that  the  colonists,  and  not  the  Goreniar, 
should  manage  Native  affairs.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  the  very  latest  despatches  they  wen 
not  looked  upon  as  having,  up  to  the  present 
time,  the  oontrol  of  Native  affairs,  for  His  Gnee 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  says,  "  Tell  me  whst 
sacrifices  the  colonists  are  prepared  to  make  in 
return  for  the  concession  of  this  control?" 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  question  of  this  con- 
.trol,  there  are  two  high  contracting  parties— 
the  Imperial  Government  on  the  one  side  and 
the  Colonial  Legislataie  oa  the  other.  Be 
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muntained  that  neither  could  be  ignored  or 
left  out  of  sight — that  neither  party  could  de- 
termine the  question  without  the  conditional 
or  unconditional  assent  of  the  other. 

Hr.  FOX  expressed  his  gratification  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member  had 
been  pleased  to  patronize  tlie  Uovemment,  and 
also  at  Che  kind  manner  in  which  he  had  ad- 
ministered lessons  as  to  how  the  Government 
ought  to  have  acted.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  bowed  to  the 
honourable  member  and  kissed  the  rod.  It  had 
made  him  a  wiser  and  a  better  man.  He  was  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  the  honourable  member, 
and  hoped  that  whenever  he  saw  any  of  the 
Qovemment  transgressing  he  would  condescend 
to  set  them  right.  The  course  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had 
taken  last  night  of  making  these  statements  on 
a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  arose  from 
a  wish  to  give  the  House  all  the  information  in 
his  power,  together  with  the  opportunity  of 
giving  the  proposals  of  the  Government  that 
friendly  criticism  which  was  always  beneficial ; 
while  he  was  desirous  of  avoiding,  at  this  early 
period  of  the  session,  putting  any  honourable 
member  under  the  necessity  of  moving  an 
amendment  or  taking  -issue  with  the  Go- 
vernment at  that  stage.  And  he  had  some 
litUe  right,  ho  thought,  to  complain  of  the  way 
in  which  the  House  had  treated  the  Govern- 
ment in  letting  the  occasion  pass  without 
expressing  any  opinion ;  for,  if  honourable 
membeis  were  not  prepared  to  discuss  his 
ex^anations  at  once,  they  might  at  any  rate 
have  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
The  Government  would  not  then  have  been 
taken  by  surprise  by  an  attempt  to  renew  the 
discussion  on  the  occasion  of  the  present 
motion.  Still  less  was  he  prepared  to  go  into  a 
debate  on  the  terms  of  this  motion.  His  idea 
was  that  the  honourable  member — his  motions 
having  been  carried — would  have  put  the  ques- 
tions contained  in  them,  to  which  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
would  have  given  a  categorical  answer.  He 
wished  the  House  plainly  to  understand  that 
there  had  been  no  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  hold  back  from  a  discussion  of 
these  questions.  On  one  or  two  points  he  had 
been  misunderstood.  He  had  not  brought 
the  question  of  Ministerial  responsibility  be- 
before  the  House  as  one  that  was  already 
settled  and  did  not  require  the  decision  of  the 
House,  but  he  had  distinctly  stated,  after 
informing  the  House  of  what  Ministers  had 
done,  that  this  was  now  the  time  for  the  House 
to  affirm  or  disaffirm  what  they  had  done,  and 
argued  that  it  was  not  desirable  very  minutely 
to  define  the  relations  that  should  exist.  He 
would  remind  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  that  it  was  not  very  usual  to  have 
the  relations  of  Responsible  Ministers  too 
exactly  defined.  Where  would  the  honour- 
able member  find  any  definition  of  the  rela- 
tions between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Ministry  of 
England,  or  of  the  relations  between  the  Be- 
iponsible  Ministry  of  this  colony  and  His  Ex- 
cellency on  any  other  subject  than.  Native 
aSairs  7  They  had,  however,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  House  would  in  all  probability 
Irish  the  relations  on  this  question  to  be  de- 
1862— cc 


fined,  prepared  resolutions,  which  he  should 
be  prepared  to-morrow  to  place  on  the  Order 
Paper;  and  which  the  House  might  adopt; 
reject,  or  modify.  U  the  honourable  the  movec 
would  to-morrow  or  at  any  other  day  put  his 
questions  to  him  he  (Mr.  Fox)  would  give 
him  the  best  answer  he  possibly  oonld. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IS  coumrrEE. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  this  Committeft 
will  recommend  the  issue  of  moneys  from 
the  public  chest  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Act  of  1861-^2,  for  a  period  of 
three  months  from  the  1st  July,  1862.  He 
had  intended,  on  this  motion,  to  make  his 
Financial  Statement,  but  was  prepared,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  House,  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  great  question  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  Qovemer  and  the  Ministir 
was  settled.  The  present  motion,  he  explained, 
was  simply  equivaJent  to  a  vote  of  credit. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

SECOND  READING. 
Steam  Navigation  Bill. 

MILITARY  EXPENDITUEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  of  the  amount  claimed  by  the  Imperial 
Government  on  account  of.  any  military  or 
Militia  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
Native  insurrection,  showing  the  particulars 
of  the  claim. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  of  the  Library  and  Printing 
Committee  be  adopted : — 

"  That,  in  consequence  of  the  great  difficulty 
experienced  in  getting  printed  the  papers  re- 
quired for  the  House,  the  form  of  motion  for 
printing  ought  to  be  varied  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  requirements,  the  usual  form 
being  retained  for  papers  merely  needed  as 
ordinary  records  for  the  Appendix  to  the  Votes 
and  Proceedings,  the  printmg  of  which  may  be 
postponed  by  the  Clerk  at  his  discretion  until 
after  the  close  of  tiie  session ;  while  for  papers 
required  for  immediate  use  the  form  of  motion 
should  be,  "That  the  paper  be  printed  forth- 
with." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

GoLDFiELDS. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD, 
the  names  of  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Domett  were 
ordered  to  be  added  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  Qoldfields. 

The  House  adjourned  at  nine  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  Sith  July,  1862. 


Military  Defence— Town  ot  Clinton  BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  ch^  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved,  That 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  with  regard 
to  the  minutes  of  the  secret  Committee  on 
Military  Defence  be  now  adopted,  as  follows : 
That  the  future  custody  and  disposal  of  the 
minutes  of  the  secret  Committee  of  last  session 
be  entrusted  to  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  To  add,  as  a  rider  to  the  report, 
"  but  that  none  of  the  records  of  the  said  secret 
Committee  be  at  any  time  printed  or  made 
public,  except  by  leave  of  this  Council  and  the 
■House  of  Representatives." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed.  That  this  Council  doth  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  relative  to  the  future  custody 
of  the  minutes  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  on  Military  Defence  appointed  last 
session,  and  of  their  exceptions  as  to  the  publi- 
«aUon  of  such  minutes. 

TOWN  OF  CLINTON  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Town  of  Clinton  Bill, 
said  that  the  present  name  of  Invercargill  was 
much  disliked  by  the  settlers.  [He  then  made 
some  remarks  in  reference  to  the  associations 
in  connection  with  the  name,  and,  having 
made  them,  said  he  felt  compelled  to  take 
some  notice  of  this  aspect  of  the  subject,  which 
otherwise  he  would  wUlingly  have  left  un- 
touched.] In  the  later  years  of  the  life  of  that 
venerable  gentleman  whose  name  had  been 
associated  with  this  town  he  had  had  the 
pleasure  of  becoming  somewhat  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  in  the  progress  of  that 
mtimacy  many  prejudices  which  had  previ- 
ously existed  hod  been  dispelled,  probably  on 
both  sides,  certainly  on  his  (Dr.  Menzies's) ; 
and  he  came  to  entertain  towards  that  gentle- 
man feelings  of  great  respect,  and  he  came  to 
regard  him  in  tiie  light  of  a  "warm  personal 
friend.  But  those  feelings  could  not  prevent 
him  from  pointing  out  that  the  attempt  to 
divide  the  proviiicu  was  begun  and  continued 
in  tlic  last  three  years  of  that  gentleman's  pro- 
vincial administration;  and  in  the  fact  of 
the  division  having  been  ultimately  accom- 
plished they  had  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
light  in  wliieh  these  associations  had  been  re- 
garded in  Southland,  and  a  conclusive  reply  to 
any  sentimental  objections  to  the  Bill  on  this 
ground.  In  determining  the  now  name  the 
Government  ot  Southland  had  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  other  pro\inces  by  selecting  the  najue 


of  some  eminent  man  and  avoiding  a  confoam 
of  names.  He  thought  the  name  of  Clinton 
convenient,  euphonious,  and  appropriate  as  a 
compliment  to  the  present  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  who  had  always  taken  the  warmest 
interest  in  New  Zealand  affairs,  and  therefnts 
peculiarly  appropriate  from  the  youngest  pcD- 
vince  of  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  seconded  tin 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  could  not  cao- 
ciir  in  the  arguments  of  his  honourable  fnend. 
The  name  of  Invercargill  possessed  a  eecUin 
historical  interest,  and  he  should  be  toajte 
see  it  changed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD  said  his  cbitf 
objection  to  the  motion  was  that  no  petition  eo 
the  subject  had  been  presented  by  the  settleB 
of  the  province,  and  recommended  his  bonont- 
able  friend  to  withdraw  his  motion  in  order  to 
obtain  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
settlers. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  was  of  ojHn- 
iott  that  they  ought  to  have  some  expresson  of 
opinion  from  the  settlers  before  passing  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  and  recommended  tiie  witli- 
drawal  of  the  motion  for  the  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CUTFIELD  spoke  in  favomaf 
the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  briefly  replied. 

The  Council  divided. 


Ayes,  3. 
Richmond  Menzies. 

Noes,  6. 
Johnston  Sewell 

Russell,  A.  H.   Stokes. 
Majority  against,  3. 
Motion  negatived,  and  Bill  thrown  out. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


Outfield 


Amey 
CrawiEord 


HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  24th  July,  1662. 


Betnms  — HUitar;  Defence  — Supply— Andh  OoBi- 
mlttee— Crown  Landi  Bill— Crown  OrmoU  Bill 
(No.  1)— Steam  Navigation  BiU— Klection  EMi- 
tions  Act  Amendment  BUI. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Fbatebs. 

RETURNS. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved— (1.)  For  a  return 
of  all  unauthorized  expenditure  of  the  General 
Government  during  the  year  ended  the  SOtli 
June,  1862,  distinguishing  the  dates  of  sneh 
expienditure.  (2.)  For  a  return  of  the  amounts 
expended  out  of  the  War  Loan  of  £150,000,  in 
continuation  of  papers  presented  to  the  House 
last  session — (sessional  paper  6.-5.)  (3.)  Fat 
copies  of  all  reports  of  officers  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  relative  to  the  extinguish- 
ment  of  Native  title,  in  continuation  of  papeiB 
presented  to  the  House  last  session — (sessional 
paper  C.-l.)  (4.)  For  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  acres  over  which  the  Native  title  ha» 
been  extinguished  during  the  year  ended  the 
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'JKMh  June,  1862 ;  the  amonnt  paid,  or  agreed  to 
^Mpaid,  for  the  same;  and  the  quantity  gur- 
Teyed  daring  the  some  period ;  in  continuation 
of  papers  presented  to  the  House  last  session — 
(sMsion&I  paper  0.-8.)  (5.)  For  a  retom  of 
the  names  of  all  persons  employed  in  or  by 
the  Land  Purchase  Department  during  the 
yearendedtheSOth  June,  1862;  in  continuation 
of  papers  presented  to  the  House  last  session — 
(sessional  paper  C.-4.)  (6.)  For  a  return  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  administration 
•ol  Native  afiairs,  capacity  io  which  employed, 
and  the  salary  of  each.  (7.)  For  a  return  of  all 
sums  paid  or  presents  made  to  Natives  during 
the  year  'nded  the  30th  June,  1862,  stating  the 
dates  oK.  payment,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  tiie  payments  and  presents 
'Vere  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  DEFENCE. 
Besolutions  similar  to  those  passed  by  the 
Xiegislative  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  minutes 
■oftiie  Secret  Committee  of  last  session  [vide 
p.  134  ante]  were  adopted  by  the  House. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolntion  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
snittee  of  Supply  was  reported  to  the  House, 
■and  agreed  to. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the 
Audit  Committee,  under  the  provisions  of  "  The 
-Audit  Act,  1858 ;"  and,  the  ballot  having  been 
taken,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond,  Mr.  Fitzherbsrt, 
and  Mr.  O'Rorke  were  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  to  servo  on  the  said  Coiomittee. 

.Mr. -SPEAKER  nominated  Mr.  J.  0.  Rich- 
anond  Chairman  of  the  Audit  Committee. 

CROWN  LANDS  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  for  the  for- 
:ther  consideration  of  the  Crown  Lands  Bill. 

IN  COMMITTEB. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  clause  i  be  now 
lead. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
•chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Atkinson 

Brandon 

-Curtis 

Dick 

Domett 

Featherston 

Fitsherbert 

JolUe 

Colenso 


ArBS,  21. 
Mantell 
Monro,  D. 
Moorhouse 
Munro,  J. 
Nixon 
Richardson 


Richmond,  J.  C. 
Saunders 
Watt 
Wells 
Wilson.* 
Teller. 


Richmond,  A.J.  FitzGerald. 


Fox 
Gillies 
Graham,  G. 
Henderson 


Noes,  15. 
O'Neill 
O'Rorke 
Stafford 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
Weld 


Williamson,  Jas. 
Williamson,  Jno. 
Wood. 

Teller. 
Ward. 


*  Mr.  Chairman's  attention  having  been  drawBt 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  not  voted, 
although  he  had  not  left  the  body  of  the  House, 
and  he  having  given  his  voice  with  the  "Ayes," 
Mr.  CHAIRMAlf  directed  his  vote  to  be  reoordad 
accordingly. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chaibuan  accordingly  left  the'ohalr. 

Mr.  Speakbb  resumed  tbe  chair. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No.  1). 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Crown  Grants  Bill 
(No.l). 

m  COMMITTEK. 

Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  following  do 
stand  as  a  clause  of  the  Bill:  "The  Fees  oat 
Crown  Grants  Ordinance,  Session  VII..  No.  11, 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved.  That  the  following  do 
stand  as  a  clause  of  the  Bill :  "  There  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Receiver  of  Land  Revenne 
by  every  purchaser  of  any  allotment  or  groan 
of  contiguous  allotments  of  Crown  land, 
together  with  the  purchase -money  thereof, 
a  fee  of  twenty  shillings  in  res]>ect  of  the 
Crown  grant  for  such  land:  Provided  that 
such  fee  shall,  in  all  cases  where  the  whole '  of 
such  purchase-money  is  not  by  law  made 
payable  at  one  time,  be  paid,  together  with  :the 
last  payment  thereof ;  and  in  the  case  of  rural 
lands  purchased  in  the  Province  of  Otago,  at 
the  time  of  proof  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
ditions of  purchase ;  and,  in  cases  where  no 
purchase-money  is  payable,  then  at  the  time  of 
applying  for  the  Crown  grant." 

The  ~         


lie  Committee  divided. 


Domett 
Fox 

Graham,  Q. 
O'Neill 


Ayzs,  13. 
Saunders 
Taylor,  C.  J. 
WeUs 
Williamson,  Jas. 


Wilson 
Wood. 


Riohmoud,A.  J.  Williamson,  Jno.  Ward. 


TelUr. 


Atkinson  Gillies  Richardson 

Brandon  Mantell  Richmond,  J.  0. 

Colenso  Moorhouse  Stafford 

Dick  Munro  J.  Watt. 

Eyes  Nixon  Teller. 

Featherston     O'Rorke  FitzGerald. 

Pitzherbert 

Majority  against,  5. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  That  the  follow- 
ing do  stand  as  a  clause  of  the  Bill :  "  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  and 
Provincial  Council  ol  any  province,  any  law  or 
ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwithstamling,  by 
any  Act  or  Ordinance  to  be  passed  in  that 
behalf,  to  impose  such  sum  as  they  may  think 
fit  by  way  of  a  fee  on  the  issue  of  Crown  grants 
and  as  the  cost  of  preparing  the  same ;  and 
any  such  fee  shall  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  of 
Land  Revenue  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the 
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Oiown  giant :    Provided  that  no  snch  fee  shall 

exceed  twenty  shillings  on  each  grant." 
The  Comioittee  divided. 

Aybs,  17. ' 

Atkinson  Fox  Satmdeis 

Brandon  Gillies  Ward 

Dick  Mantell  Wilson 

Eyes  Moorhonse  Wood. 

•  Feathecston  O'Rorke  -Teller. 

Fitzherbert  Kiohardson  FitzGerald. 

Nox8,  14. 

Oolenso  O'NeiU  Wells 

Domett  Bichmond.A.J.  Williamson, Jas. 

Graham,  O.      Bichmond,J.G.Williamson,Jno. 
Munro,  J.         Stafiord  Teller. 

Hiion  Watt  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Majority  for,  8. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Bouse  went  into  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Steam  Navigation  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT  BILL. 

The  Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  BUI 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through 
all  its  remaining  stages. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  five 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  esth  July,  1862. 


First  Beading— New  Members— Waste  Lands. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Fbatbbs. 

FIBST  READING. 
Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

NEW  MEMBEBS. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the 
Council  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  had 
heen  pleased  to  call  to  the  Legislative  Council 
John  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Christchurch  ;  George  Les- 
lie Lee,  Esq.,  of  Highfield,  Canterbury ;  and 
Andrew  Buchanan,  Esq.,  of  Chingford,  North- 
East  Valley,  Otago. 

WASTE  LANDS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES, 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  Council  a  return  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Southland  virith  reference  to  a 
delegation  of  powers  under  "  The  Waste  Lands 
.Act,  1RS«."  totrothpr  with  a  copy  of  the  New 
Ur.  FUtMQenOA 


Ztaland  Qatette  in  which  saoli  delegatiaii  i» 
published. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  g5th>  July,  1862. 

Native  Affairs— First  Beading— Select  Committee- 
Native  Land  Titles— Electoral— Crown  Onnts 
Bill  (No.  D— Steam  Navigation  BUl-Matii» 
Affairs.  

Mr.    Speaebb  took    the    chaii   at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Praybbs. 

NATIVE  AFPAmS. 
Mr.  FOX  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fallow- 
ing resolution:  That,  while  this  House  do- 
claims,  on  the  part  of  the  colony,  the  exclusive 
responsibility  of  the  cost  of  educating,  civilizing,, 
and  governing  the  Native  race ;  while  it  equaUj 
disclaims  liability  for  the  principal  share  of  t}» 
cost  of  suppressing  insurrections  of  a  peopis 
over  whom  the  Imperial  Government  has  never 
practically  ostablisned  the  authority  of  law,  it 
will  at  all  times  cheerfully  recognize  its  duty 
to  co-operate  to  the  extent  of  its  ability  and 
means  with  Great  Britain  for  the  attainment  of 
these  objects,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
colony ;  and,  in. conformity  with  these  views,  it 
is  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  Imperial 
Govenmicnt  and  of  the  Natives  themselves,  i» 
well  as  of  the  colony,  require  that— reserving 
to  the  Governor  both  the  initiation  and  the 
decision  of  questions  where  Imperial  interests 
are  concerned — the  ordinary  conduct  of  Katim 
affairs  should  be  placed  under  the  administi*. 
tion  of  Responsible  Ministers.  In  bringing  this 
motion  before  the  House  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  he  had  little  to  add  to  the  argmnenta 
which  he  had  used  on  a  previous  occasion,  wfaee 
he  touched  on  all  the  points  of  the  case,  sol 
referred  to  nearly  all  the  documentary  matttt 
which  had  passed  between  His  Excellency,  die 
Ministry,  and  the  Home  Government  upon  the 
subject.  But,  though  he  could  not  himself  add 
anything  new,  he  hoped  that  other  honouraUe 
members,  whether  differing  from  or  agreeiog 
with  the  Government,  would  be  able  to  tlutrv 
some  additional  light  on  the  subject  by  adducing 
arguments  which  might  have  escaped  himselL 
He  stated  on  that  occasion  what  had  been  the 
course  pursued  by  Ministers  down  to  this  perisd, 
under  the  emergency  of  their  being  obliigedt» 
adjust  some  relations  vritb  His  Excellency  im- 
mediately on  his  arrival,  and  not  having  the 
opportunity  to  consult  with  the  House  as  to 
what  they  should  do.  He  also  said  they  had 
acted  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed 
by  this  House,  shortly  before  its  prorogation,  fu 
the  express  purpose  of  indicating  its  mind  to 
the  Ministers  and  the  expected  Governor  in 
reference  to  the  system  to  be  adopted.  He  had 
also  then  intimated  that  what  they  bad  doss 
was  only  as  a  temporary  arrangement,  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  were  obliged  to 
make ;  and  that  the  time  was  now  come  when. 
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U  the  House  wished  to  alter  the  practical  re- 
lations established,  it  was  In  their  power  to  do 
■o ;  though,  for  his  own  part,  he  thought  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it,  and  that  it  would  be 
wrong  to  define  minutely  the  relations  to  exist 
between  the  Governor  and  his  Ministers.   There 
was  always  danger  in  laying  down  positive  and 
independent  roles,  in  circumstances  that  mast 
vary,  and    they    would   find    themselves   in- 
volved in  some  di£Sculty  arising  from  defining 
too  nicely  the  position  of  the  "  high  contracting 
puties."      The    ^ouse,   he    thought,   should 
simply  lay  down   some   broad,   general,  and 
hmdamental  principle — as   in  the  resolution 
before   them — which   should   be    the    ruling 
principle  in  the  relations  existing  between  His 
Excellency  and  Ministers.    If  they  attempted 
to  go  beyond  that  and  define  too  closely  what 
was  to  be  the  Imperial  administration  euid  what 
the  Ministerial,  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  difficulties  which  no  logical  acumen  or  use 
of  the  dictionary  would  enable  them  to  escape. 
This  resolution  was  divided  into  two  jportions, 
the  latter  of  which   affirmed  generally  what 
they   desired    their    privileges    to    be   in   the 
management  of  Native  affairs,  and  the  former 
disclaimed  an  undue  amount  of  liability  in  re- 
spect of  the  responsibility  assumed  by  them 
which,  in  the  absence  of  any  such  precaution, 
they  might  find  themselves  involved  in  by  the 
decision  of  the  Homo  Government.    Had  they 
been  in  an  entirely  clear  and  unembarrassed 
position,  in  which  tiiey  might  have  proceeded 
without  any  impediments  raised  by  past  events, 
he   should    have    boon   inclined   to   say  that, 
coming  as  they  did  to  New  Zealand,  adopted  into 
the  country  by  its 'previous  owners  as  fellow-in- 
habitants with  them  for  the  future,  they  should 
have  been  boond,  on  every  ground  of  generosity 
and  Christian  morality,  to  take  upon  themselves, 
had  their  resources  been  such  as  to  admit  of  it, 
the  whole  duty  of  civilizing  and  educating  the 
Native  people ;  and,  had  the  full  power  been 
conferred  on  their  institutions  from  the  first, 
they  would  have  been  bound  also  to  provide  for 
internal  self-defence  and  for  the  suppression  of 
any  disturbance  that  might  arise  among  the 
Native  race.    But  their  position  now  was  en- 
tirely difierent.     A  long  series  of  years  having 
passed  in  which  they  had  had  no  sort  of  influence 
m  the  management  of  the  Natives,  aad,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  untoward  turn  which  events 
had  taken  for  some  years  past,  when  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  had,  if  any,  but  a 
limited  power   of  interference,    he  considered 
the  position  of  the  colony  to  be  most  materially 
altered  in  reference  to  both  of  these  subjects — 
civilizing  and  governing  the  Natives,  and  sup- 
pressing any  insurrections  that  might  arise  or 
nave  arisen   bom   what  was  practically  and 
substantially  the  exercise  of  Imperial  power. 
Before  they  proceeded,  then,  .to  assume  for  the 
future  a  greater  degree  of  responsibility  and  a 
greater  amount  of  power  in  these  matters,  it 
was  desirable  they  should  disclaim  to  a  certain 
extent  the  responsibility  which,  had  circum- 
stances happened  otherwise,  he  conceived  would 
have  rested  on  them.    Therefore,  in  this  resdlu- 
tion  he  affirmed  that  the  colony  disclaimed  the 


exclusive  responsibility,  not  altogether ;  and  ia 
practice  honourable  members  would  see,  by 
what  he  had  said  the  other  night,  that  he  dia 
not  entirely  disclaim  it,  as  he  proposed  they 
should  pay  one-half  the  cost  of  carrying  out 
these  plans.  But  in  reference  to  military 
t^airs  they  did  disclaim,  at  all  events,  the  prin- 
cipal share  of  the  cost  of  these  insurrections. 
What  that  principal  share  might  amount  to 
under  existing  circumstances — the  colony  hav- 
ing but  recently  escaped  from  a  state  of  actual 
insurrection,  and  a  condition  of  absolute  peaca 
not  being  fully  established — the  Oovemment 
could  not  define ;  but  there  was  not  much  pro^ 
bability  of  the  Home  Government  endeavouring 
to  impose  on  the  colony  any  larger  burden  thaa 
that  which  past  negotiations  had  imposed — 
namely,  liability  to  pay  a  certain  proportion  o{ 
the  cost  of  each  soldier  and  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  local  defence,  militia, 
blockhouses,'  and  transport  of  troops,  &o,,  which 
would  altogether  amount  to  a  small  proportioa 
of  the  enormous  expenditure  which  the  Home 
Government,  with  the  greatest  liberality,  had 
involved  itself  in  on  our  account ;  out  of  a  total 
of  a  million  our  share  being  less  than  £100,000 
at  the  present  time.  But,  while  disclaiming 
more  than  a  fair  proportion  of  the  pecuniary 
liabiUty,  he  proposed  the  House  should  express 
— as  it  had  done  in  much  stronger  terms  by  ft 
resolution  last  session  with  reference  to  men  and 
money  for  carrying  on  the  war — that  the  colony 
"  will  at  all  times  cheerfully  recognize  its  du^ 
to  co-operate  to  the  extent  of  its  ability  ana 
means  with  Great  Britain  for  the  attainment  of 
these  objects,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
colony.'  Without  that,  they  might  be  charged 
with  assuming  a  somewhat  harsh  and  dis- 
respectful attitude  to  the  Imperial  Government 
— it  might  .be  said  that  they  were  anxious  to 
throw  ofi  all  hability,  and  were  not  acting  ia 
that  becoming  spirit  of  liberality  which  the 
treatment  of  the  Home  Government  ought 
naturally  to  evoke.  He  now  came  to  the  prac- 
tical part  of  the  question,  on  which  the  House 
should  distinctly  make  up  its  mind«  The  ex- 
pressions which  the  Government  had  used  in 
this  resolution  were  almost  identical  with  those 
that  formed  the  substance  of  the  resolution 
passed  last  session.  The  House,  having  once 
expressed  a  unanimous  opinion  upon  that  ques- 
tion, would  not  now,  he  thought,  be  inclined  to 
alter  in  any  material  respect  the  relations  at 
that  time  indicated.  There  was,  in  fact,  n» 
means  of  carrying  on  the  government  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole  other  than  by  Ministerial 
responsibility  in  Native  afiairs,  at  all  events  to 
some  extent.  He  did  not  aSect  to  say  they 
could  possess  that  privilege  to  precisely  tho 
same  extent  as  with  reference  to  attairs  simply 
European,  because  in  almost  every  Native 
question  there  were  many  Imperial  and  military 
considerations  which  it  would  be  neither  right, 
nor  prudent,  nor  practically  possible  th» 
Ministry  of  tiie  colony  should  have  sole  con- 
trol over,  and  it  followed  as  a  matter  of  conrsfr 
that  His  Excellency  must  have  greater  power 
than  that  which  he  exercised  in  other  matters. 
He  (Mr.  Fox)  had  therefore  introduced  into  tiie 
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zeeolation  an  exception  to  that  efieet.  Ab  he  had 
mtimated  to  the  House  a  few  nights  ago,  he 
OOuld  see  no  othar  way  in  which  the  Government 
«f  the  colony  could  at  this  time  he  cazried  on. 
XTative  and  European  interests  had  become  in 
{his  Island  so  intermixed  and  interlaced  that  in 
practice  it  was  ntterly  impossible  to  govern 
them  by  separate  administration.  If  they 
funded  over  to  the  Governor  the  absolute  power 
over  all  Native  administration,  they  would  so 
fetter  the  Responsible  Ministers  in  European 
l^airs  that  they  could  not  possibly  carry  on 
tiie  business  of  the  country.  Almost  from  the 
first  hour  opportunities  for  what  were  called 
dead-locks  would  necessarily  occur.  It  would 
be  easy  for  honourable  members  to  conceive 
instances  which  might  occur  under  another 
Governor,  and  which,  from  the  first,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Ministers  to  refuse  to  co-operate 
in.  Suppose  another  Governor  having  the  sole 
administration  of  Native  aSairs,  and  another 
Besponsible  Ministry  conducting  all  European 
•flairs,  and  the  former  conceived  it  his  duty  to 
declare  a  Native  province  within  this  Province 
of  Wellington,  consisting  of  all  lands  over 
fvhich  the  Native  title  had  not  been  extin- 
guished, and  were  then  to  ceJl  on  his  Bespon- 
Aible  Ministers — acting  aa  his  agents,  though 
not  responsible — to  carry  his  plan  into  execu- 
tion. They  would  doubtless  immediately  begin 
to  consider — as  they  would  be  bound  to  do, 
'being  responsible  servants  of  this  House— what 
•Sect  this  measure  would  have  on  the  interests 
«(  the  Europeans,  whose  interests  they  were 
feound  to  protect ;  and,  finding  that  such  a  step 
would  necessarily  throw  an  impassable  barrier 
in  the  way  of  colonization,  they  would  tell  His 
Sxoellenoy  that  they  coulif  not  recommend 
him  to  taJce  such  a  step,  and  decline  to  carry 
it  out.  And  this  was  only  one  of  innumerable 
instances  that  would  every  day  be'  arising,  in 
which  the  interests  of  Europeans  would  be  in 
Mnfiict  with  the  plans  which  the  Governor, 
in  bis  non-responsiole  capacity,  might  wish  to 
oacry  out.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  esta- 
Wiaix  a  st^te  of  things  of  this  nature— that  His 
Kzcellency  should  make  use  of  his  Besponsible 
Ministers  to  carry  out  such  operations  in  Na- 
tive affairs  as  they  had  no  hand  in  advising, 
converting  them  into  mere  clerks  and  instru- 
ments. Either  that  must  follow,  or  they  must 
XBvert  to  that  system  which  both  the  House  and 
the  Governor  had  condemned,  to  that  double 
IJovemment  in  which  His  Excellency  had  non- 
^gponsible  advisers  for  Native  afiairs  and  a 
non-responsible  department  not  under  the  con- 
tool  of  Ministers  to  carry  out  his  directions, 
a^ere  would  be  no  middle  course.  The  first 
position  was  one  that  the  present  Ministry 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  placed  in, 
^tod  the  second  he  did  not  believe  tne  House 
would  consent  to.  He  therefore  saw  no  escape 
from  their  present  position,  if  they  were  to  have 
Besponsible  Government  in  the  colony  at  all, 
Except  to  accept  some  large  share  of  that  re- 
sponsibility which  attached  to  accepting  rela- 
tions on  Native  aSairs  in  a  great  degree  similar 
to  the  relations  existing  on  other  affairs,  ex- 
cepting of  course  the  reservation  of  the  "  initia- 
Mr.ffM 


tion  and  the  decision  of  questions  whue  &&- 
perial  interests  are  concerned."  There  was. 
also  another  difficulty,  which  he  had  adverted 
to  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  one  which  be 
saw  no  means  of  escape  from  bat  by  oontinoing 
the  system  of  responsibility  in  Native  affairs^ 
and  that  was,  that'  the  whole  of  the  legisls^iaa 
under  which  His  Excellency  and  Mmi«v»f. 
proposed  to  carry  out  the  new  Native  pdiey 
rested  upon  the  basis  of  certain  Acts  passed  I7 
this  Legislature  in  1858,  which  prescribed  Qalk 
everything  done  under  them  should  be  done  by 
the  Governor  in  Council — that  is,  by  the  Gova- 
nor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  Respm- 
sibla  Advisers,  which  did  not  mean  that  they 
were  to  do  what  the  Governor  told  tiiem. 
Practically  and  substantially  that  legislatiaa 
of  1858  had  altered  in  the  most  material  point 
the  Ministerial  memorandum  of  1856,  whidi 
prescribed  that  His  Excellency  should  not  be 
bound  to  take  the  advice  of  his  Besponsifala 
Ministers,  but  when  he  differed  from  them  he 
would  refer  the  question  to  the  Home  Goven- 
ment,  and  in  the  meantime  carry  out  what  he 
thought  proper  by  the  Native  Department.  But 
the  legislation  of  1858  prescribe  that  His  Ex- 
cellency should  only  act  under  it  by  IHm 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  and  from  that  time, 
though  it  had  passed  without  observation,  the 
position  of  Ministers  with  respect  to  Native 
afiairs  had  been  most  materially  altered :  tiiey 
had  incurred  a  degree  of  responsibility,  and  the 
Home  Government  might  say  they  had  by  that 
legislation  rendered  the  colony  liable.  These, 
then,  being  the  general  views  of  the  Government 
on  this  question,  the  resolution  proposed  had 
itself  sufficiently  expressed  all  that  was  neces- 
sary. He  should  not  trouble  the  House  modi 
further,  but  would  just  inquire,  supposing  tiiay 
passed  this  resolution,  what  the  probalnUtiM 
were  that  it  would  meet  with  the  ooncurreikoe 
of  the  other  "  high  contracting  parties  ;"  what 
probability  that  His  Excellency  would  be  {U- 
pared  to  enter  into  such  relationa,  and  tilt 
Imperial  Government  to  confirm  the  positioii. 
It  would  be  unbecoming  in  him  at  the  pe- 
sent  stage  of  proceedings  to  express  bef  orebsnd 
what  ho  might  suppose,  from  personal  com. 
munication,  that  His  Excellency  s  views  would 
be ;  but  he  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  refer  to 
papers  on  the  table  of  the  House,  in  which  W» 
Excellency  had  authorized  the  publication  of 
the  sentiments  he  had  expressed  on  this  point. 
In  the  despatch  he  had  alluded  to  the  other 
night,  dated  the  80th  November,  1861,  His 
Excellency  thus  expressed  himself : — 

"  3.  The  Ministers,  in  their  memorandoni,. 
state  this  in  the  following  language :  '  The 
result  is  that,  while  on  all  other  sntneets  the 
Besponsible  Ministers  are  the  sole  Advisets  d 
the  Governor  and  exercise  the  entire  executive 
functions  o^  the  Government,  on  Native  a&ia- 
the  Governor  has,  in  addition  to  his  Hinistatf, 
another  adviser,  his  Native  Secretary,  who  is- 
not  a  Besponsible  Minister,  nor  under  the  con- 
trol of  Besponsible  Ministers,  but  who  exeiaiiee 
(subject  omy  to  instructions  from  the  Govenkoc 
himself)  all  the  executive  functions  of  govaoi- 
ment  in  relation  to  Native  I 
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"4.  Under  this  system  there  would  be  two 
GoTemmects  in  the  colony,  which  not  only 
wonld  not  always  aid  one  another,  but  which 
would  sometimes  act  at  cross-purposes  with 
each  other. 

"  5.  At  the  present  crisis  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible that  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  could  be 
adnntageoosly  carried  on  under  such  a  system. 
I  therefore  immediately  arranged  to  consult 
my  Besponsible  Ministers  in  relation  to  Native 
aSaiis  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  all  other 
sabjeots,  and  in  like  manner  to  act  through 
(hem  in  relation  to  all  Native  matters.  If  any 
serious  difference  takes  place  between 'us  upon 
these  subjects,  I  must,  as  in  other  cases,  resort 
to  other  Advisers,  and  appeal,  in  fact,  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

"  6.  Your  Grace  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  in- 
tonn  me  if  you  wish  me  to  discontinue  this 
arrangement ;  bat  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
leave  it  x>ennanently  in  operation  until  diffi- 
culties arise  under  it,  which  I  do  not  see  any 
probability  of. 

"7.  If  I  can  cany  out  the  arrangements  con- 
templated for  introducing  a  machinery  of  local 
self-government  into  all  the  Native  districts, 
bat  few  serious  questions  are  likely  afterwards 
to  arise  between  the  Natives  and  the  European 
Ijegislature  ;  and  I  hope  that  but  few  more 
troubles  will  then  take  place  with  the  Natives 
of  this  country.  If  these  favourable  anticipa- 
tions prove  correct,  the  system  I  propose  to  act 
on  will  certainly  work  well. 

"8.  Even  recently,  I  would  remind  your 
Grace  that  that  party  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly which  may  be  said  to  have  disapproved  of 
war  with  the  Natives  if  it  could  be  avoided 
proved  the  strongest ;  and  I  think  it  is  better 
to  show  that  full  confidence  in  the  General 
Assembly  which,  by  its  proceedings  towards  the 
Native  race,  it  has,  I  think,  fairly  merited, 
rather  than  to  evince  an  undeserved  distrust  in 
it.  Any  attempt  to  set  up  either  the  Governor 
or  any  special  body  between  the  Natives  and 
the  General  Assembly  as  a  protective  power  for 
the  Natives  against  the  presumed  hostility  of 
that  body  will,  I  fear,  produce  an  ill  effect  upon 
the  Native  mind,  as  making  them  regard  the 
Assembly  as  their  admitted  nattiral  enemies ; 
whilst  it  will  perhaps  create  in  the  minds  of 
the  General  Assembly  some  prejudice  against 
the  Natives  and  against  what  may  be  done  for 
them,  and  a  carelessness  for  their  interests, 
with  the  protection  of  which  the  Assembly 
wonld  be  in  no  way  charged." 

Next,  in  reference  to  the  views  of  the  Im- 
perial Government,  it  had  been  said  by  an 
honourable  member  that  he  could  see  no  de- 
cided expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
Home  Government — that  he  could  not  perceive 
any  response  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  this 
proposition  of  the  Governor — but  rather  the  con- 
tra^. Now,  the  only  despatch  there  was  upon 
the  subject,  honourable  members  would  per- 
oeive  if  they  looked  into  it,  was  written  solely 
with  a  view  to  the  financial  state  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  His  Grace  left  the  Ministerial 
question  on  one  side  for  the  moment,  because, 
M  he  said,  he  was  not  yet  informed  what  sacri- 


fices—meaning pecimiary — the  colonists  were 
prepared  to  make  for  these  concessions.  But, 
m  the  meantime,  though  it  was  not  from  the 
despatch  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  they  had 
an  intimation  of  what  was  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  question,  given 
by  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  the  following  effect : — 

"Speaking  with  reserve,  in  the  absence  of 
information  from  Sir  George  Grey,  he  confessed 
it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  hand  over  the  administration  of 
afiain  to  the  Ministers  possessing  the  oonfl- 
denoe  of  the  New  Zealand  Legislature." 

And  two  days  afterwards  he  said, — 

"One  part  of  the  plan  he  (Mr.  Fortescne) 
approved,  and  it  was  an  essential  part  of  it,  was 
that  the  action  of  the  popular  government  of 
New  Zealand  should  embrace  the  management 
of  Native  affairs.  The  Governor  had  trans- 
ferred these  duties  to  the  responsible  depart- 
ment, and  he  was  now  acting  in  regard  to. 
Native  affairs  as  in  other  matters." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  in4uired  if  the  honourable 
member  was  reading  from  the  Times  or  the 
Borne,  Newt,  as  the  report  in  the  former  was 
more  at  full,  and  contained  several  material 
qualifications. 

Mr.  FOX  believed  the  reports  in  the  Eom« 
News  were  often  more  correct  than  in  the 
Times,  not  being  so  hastily  got  up.  Should 
the  House  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  \n» 
desirable  to  adopt  this  resolution,  there  was 
little  fear  that  it  would  not  become  the  basis 
of  arrangements  between  the  high  contracting 
parties.  He  would  not,  however,  detain  the 
House  any  longer.  He  had  placed  this  reso- 
lution before  it  as  embodying  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  His  Excellency's  Advisers  as  to  the 
basis  on  which,  for  some  years  to  come,  it 
was  desirable  the  Government  of  the  country 
should  be  conducted.  It  had  been  the  subject 
of  very  grave  and  deliberate  consideration,  and 
there  was  absolutely  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  it  amongst  the  different  members  of  the 
Ministry.  He  begged  to  move  the  resolution 
standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motionoro /ormd. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  hoped  the  House  would 
not  assent  to  this  resolution,  for  he  considered 
it  a  great  blow  to  the  power,  dignity,  and  au- 
thority of  the  House.  He  had  pondered  the 
resolution  well,  but  was  totally  unable  to  as- 
certain what  was  the  real  proposition  to  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  proposed  to  pledge  the 
House.  It  reminded  him  of  the  reason  why 
Don  Quixote  iwlmired  the  writings  of  a  certain 
author — "  for  the  beautiful  perplexity  of  his  ex- 
pressions :"  and,  though  he  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  he  had  not  had  his  ideas  very  much 
cleared  as  to  what  the  House  was  wanted  to 
assert.  Assuming  that  where  the  responsibility 
went  the  cost  would  follow,  this  resolution,  he 
held,  contained  two  opposite  and  extraordinary 
propositions.  The  whole  difficulty  into  which 
the  House  had  got  originated  from  an  unfortu- 
nate memorandum — of  which  the  present  At- 
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torney-General  was  guilty — between  the  first 
Besponsible  Ministry  and  Governor  Gore 
Browne,  on  the  relations  that  then  subsisted 
between  them ;  and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  congratulation  to  his  honourable  friend 
the  Attorney-General — of  whose  abilities  he 
had  the  greatest  admiration,  and  with  whom 
he  agreed  on  most  questions — that,  by  the 
change  of  circumstances  in  this  colony,  he  was 
enabled  to  form  part  of  an  Administration  to  get 
rid  of  the  memorandum  of  which  he  was  the 
original  author.  It  was,  however,  a  matter  of 
supreme  indifference  to  the  House  what  rela- 
tions might  exist  between  His  Excellency  and 
the  gentlemen  on  that  bench ;  it  was  the  Go- 
vernment— the  Executive  Government  as  a 
whole — that  they  wanted  to  make  responsible 
to  the  House,  and  they  bad  no  right  to  look  at 
the  private  understanding  between  the  Ministers 
and  the  Governor.  The  colony  was  getting 
into  a  wrong  and  inconvenient  practice  of  pub- 
lishing the  private  memoranda  of  the  different 
members  of  the  Government  to  His  Excellency. 
He  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  elsewhere.  It 
was  from  that  bench  they  expected  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  Ministers,  and  they  could  place  far 
les&  reliance  on  memoranda  drawn  up  with  a 
particular  view  than  on  cross-examination,  as 
it  were,  in  the  witness-box.  But,  make  what 
memoranda  they  would,  or  pass  what  resolu- 
tions they  pleased,  this  House  had  no  power 
whatsoever  for  themselves,  or  on  the  part  of 
their  constituents  and  their  successors  in  this 
House,  to  divest  the  House  of  any  portion  of 
its  authority  to  hold  the  Government  of  the 
colony  responsible  for  its  actions.  What  would 
be  the  practical  result  if  there  was  a  serious 
difference  between  the  Government  and  the 
House?  If  the  Government  persisted  in  any 
course  which  they  all  thought  wrong,  they 
would  cut  of!  the  means  of  mischief  by  stopping 
the  supplies.  The  House  must  come  to  feel 
that  this  authority'belonged  to  it,  and  all  these 
resolutions  that  failed  to  recognize  that  truth 
simply  showed  how  forgetful  they  were  of  the 
authority  they  possessed,  but  which,  from  some 
temporary  emergency,  they  didnot  think  fit  to  ex- 
ercise. He  should  oppose  this  resolution,  with- 
out moving  any  amendment,  for  on  so  serious 
a  question  it  would  not  be  right  to  pledge  the 
House  to  any  opinion  that  haid  not  oeen  care- 
fully considered.  It  was  quite  apparent  that 
this  House  was  in  a  state  of  party  and  political 
anarchy;  so  many  modes  of  viewing  a  question, 
so  many  difierent  interests  at  work,  that  he  did 
not  believe,  if  they  hurried  the  House  into  a 
motion  of  this  description,  that  they  would  ob- 
tain that  thoughtful  assent  which  must  be  given 
if  the  resolution  was  to  be  of  any  use  whatever. 
The  feeling  of  many  was  this :  that  they  did 
not  know  what  the  result  might  be,  in  throwing 
«Dormous  expense  on  the  colony.  They  came 
to  consider  the  resolution  without  free  minds. 
They  saw  hanging  over  their  heads  a  great 
expenditure,  and  said  to  themselves,  "  We 
will  not  declare  our  constitutional  position, 
for  fear  that  it  should  let  as  in  for  a  money 
expenditure  the  end  of  which  we  do  not  ex- 
actly see."  Now,  he  shoold  wish  the  House  to 
Mr.  Fiua«nM 


keep  these  two  questions  absolutely  distinct. 
They  should  assume  that  the  House  wanU 
have  absolute,  complete,  and  entire  reepm- 
sibility,  and  recognize  that  its  duty  was  to 
conduct  the  whole  government  of  the  colony 
within  these  Islands.  They  should  recog- 
nize the  charge  of  the  Native  race  as  a 
peculiar  trust  left  to  the  colonists  to  manage 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  Having,  thm, 
taken  upon  themselves  that  reeponsiUli^ 
which  had  been  given  them  by  Providence,  and 
which  they  could  not  throw  from  their  shoul- 
ders except  by  an  act  of  baseness  which  Eng- 
lish communities  did  not  often  exhiUt,  it 
would  then  be  the  time  for  them  to  go  to  the 
Home  Government  and  say,  "  Admitting  ooi 
will  and  desire  to  manage  these  affairs  as  thty 
ought  to  be  managed,  this  colony  is  not  now 
either  strong  enough,  populous  or  wealthy 
enough  to  fulfil  the  duty  according  to  its  own 
sense  of  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  ful- 
filled." The  Homo  Government,  in  that  gene- 
rosity which  it  had  always  exhibited  to  coloniet 
in  di£Bculties,  would  meet  them  with  the  most 
ample  assistfince  they  could  possibly  reqoirs. 
But,  if  they  once  gave  up  these  principles,  and 
acted  upon  the  principles  of  the  i«8olutiaD 
before  the  House,  they  would  leave  tlm 
colony  exactly  in  the  same  state  as  before  thv 
House  was  constituted,  a  state  in  which  they 
did  not  know  from  day  to  day  who  was  respon- 
sible for  one  thing  and  who  for  another.  He 
did  not  care  whether  the  Government  was  ad- 
ministered by  Ministers  or  not,  so  long  as  it 
was  responsible  to  this  House.  This  resolntias 
— begging  the  whole  question  of  whether  Na- 
tive interests  were  Imperial  interests  or  not— 
would  pledge  the  House  to  the  same  state  at 
indecision  and  infirmity  of  purpose  which  had 
characterized  every  debate  which  had  taken 
place  on  Native  affairs.  Let  the  two  proposi- 
tions be  placed  before  the  House — to  reject  all 
responsibility  on  Native  affairs,  and  subscIih^ 
as  a  matter  of  generosity,  as  much  as  thcf 
could  afford  for  the  Governor  to  do  as  he  liked 
with ';  or  to  take  all  the  responsibility.  Tbej 
would  then  get  at  the  real  opinion  of  Uie  ilonn 
on  the  subject.  But,  if  they  determined  ta 
have  no  responsibility  in  the  matter,  (hat 
question  should  have  been  considered  before 
the  Assembly  was  called  into  existence.  They 
should  not  have  been  placed  in  the  position  of 
acting  a  farce ;  but  Native  districts  shoalil 
have  been  marked  off  and  placed  under  a  sepa- 
rate government.  There  was  no  safe  staodiiif- 
ground  between  the  two  propositions — take  the 
whole  responsibility,  or  draw  a  strong  line  of 
demarcation.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped  Hie 
House  would  pause  before  passing  this  rasolii- 
tion,  not  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  his  hosonr- 
able  friends  on  the  Treasury  bench,  with  whose 
Native  policy  he  almost  entirely  agreed,  but 
because,  as  they  would  admit,  they  had  bron^ 
forward  this  resolution  not  so  much  in  aoond- 
ance  with  what  they  thought  right  and  neoea- 
sary  as  upon  mere  casual  remarks  dropped  in 
the  House  on  the  subject.  He  shomd  vote 
against  the  resolution,  with  the  intention  of 
proposing  on  a  f  utote  day  something  to  indicate 
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the  real  position  of  His  Excellency's  Bespon- 
sible  Adyiseis. 

Mr.  HOOREOUSB  said  the  resolntion  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  mean,  Are  we  prepared  to 
accept  a  dictatorship  or  not  ?  for  he  fonnd  no 
definition  of  what  the  responsibility  of  Minis- 
ters as  there  indicated  meemt.    He  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Eilesmfoe    that 
pecuniary  consequences  ought  not  to  lead  them 
to  shirk  dealing  with  this  and  all  other  ques- 
tions npon    carefully-ascertained  and  immu- 
table principles.      Taking   all  circumstances 
into  account,  an  absolute  dictatorship  would 
not  be  an  admirable  state  of  things.     Oianting 
that  the  individual  placed  in  such  a  position 
was  clothed  with  all  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions,  a   dictatorship  might,  under  some  cir- 
cumstances, be  a  very  useful  thing.    But  their 
constituents  would  like  them  to  inquire  as  to 
the  amount   of  cost,   and  how  it  was  to  be 
borne.     The  initiation  of  a  system  the  ultimate 
value  of  which  to  the  colony  could  not  at  this 
tiiqe  be    ascertained    might    be    regarded    as 
having  a  tendency  to  commit  the  colony  to  a 
bastard   system   of   responsibility   in   Native 
a&irs.    If  the  papers  before  the  House,  in- 
tituled Sir  George  Grey's   plan,  were  to  be 
taken  as  reliably  expressing  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  he  was  bound  to  give  an  unquali- 
fied disapproval  of  the  process  intended  to  be 
employed  in   curing  the  disorder  at  present 
existing  among  the  Natives.    He  thought  it 
was  no  plan  at  all.     Those  papers  did  express  a 
desire  on  the  pent  of  His  Excellency  to  appoint 
a  certain  number  of  officers — Civil  Judges — 
whose  chief  reoonunendation  would  lie  in  the 
fact  of  their  being  military  men,  accustomed 
to  command  and  amenable  to  discipline,  ready 
to  obey  orders.    This  was  an  irreconcilable  and 
alarming  departure  from  the  principles  of  con- 
stitutional government;    but,  in  fact,  as  he 
said  before,  there  was  no  plan  at  all — the  plan 
was  in  the  bretat  of  the  dictator— the  Governor 
himself  was  the   plan.       But,   if    Providence 
were  to  remove  him  or  the   Crown   translate 
him  to  another  Government,  what  would  be- 
come of  the  "  plan  "  then  7     They  would  have 
another  man  coming,  with  an  equal  desire, 
perha|»,  to  do  justice  to  his  position,  but  with 
an  entirely  different  plan.    There  was,  in  fact, 
no  Native  policy  at  all  before  them  now.    This 
resolntion  bore  a  striking  administrative  sym- 
pathy with   the   administration  of  a  former 
Ministry  in  the  year  1860,  when  he  was  much 
perplexed  in  the  endeavour  to  elicit  from  them 
some  plan,  some  system  of  policy,  bat  utterly 
buled.     There  were  va^ue  resolutions  enough, 
bat  no  distinct  plan  —  the   same  disinclina- 
tion   to    define   a   system    of   responsibility. 
Be   had    sufficient    respect   for   the    Native 
intellect  to  believe  that  mere  assurance  of 
good -will,    without    some    certainty    of    its 
being  carried   into  practice,   would  be  very 
contemptuously  received  by  the  Maoris.    &e 
hoped  his   honourable   friends  would  acquit 
him  of  any  desire  to  embarrass  them  in  their 
attempt  to  administer  Native  affairs;  but  he 
was  bound   to  wam  them   that  they  would 
not  get  any  support  from  him  without  he  saw 


a  disclosure  of  something  amounting  to  a  plan.' 
It  might  be  objected  that  there  were  weighty 
and  grave  reasons  why  their  plans,  in  the  pre- 
sent posture  of  Native  affairs,  should  not  be 
published ;  but  it  was  due  to  the  Natives  that 
the  House,  accepting  the  partial  responsibility 
laid  down  in  this  resolution,  should,  at  any 
rate,  go  the  length  of  compelling  Ministers  to 
devise  and  publish,  for  the  information  of  the 
Natives  and  for  the  safety  of  the  Legislature,  a 
system  of  administration  which  could  be  in- 
herited by  His  Excellency's  successor  and 
carried  out  by  the  gentlemen  at  present  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  the  colony  and  their 
successors.  The  most  useful  inquiry  they 
could  make  at  this  stage  was  to  ascertain  what 
the  Iilaori  was — to  convince  themselves  that 
he  was  really  a  man.  His  (Mr.  Moorhouse's) 
limited  acquaintance  with  Native  affairs  had 
convinced  him  of  this,  and  consequently  that  a 
great  mistake  had  been  made  by  all  formec 
Governments  in  regarding  him  as  a  child. 
They  bed  talked  to  him  in  the  language  of  the 
nursery — as  inconsistent  a  thing  as  would  bo 
the  nursemaid  so  addressing  the  master  of  the 
house.  In  perusing  the  mass  of  Native  docu- 
ments he  (Mr.  Moorhouse)  had  been  very  much 
confirmed  in  his  respect  for  the  Maori  intel- 
lect. Interviews  were  described  between  Native 
statesmen  and  very  distinguished  Europeans, 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  the  Natives  had 
been  the  victors  in  debate — had  the  pull  most 
completely!  Events  at  Taranaki  hod  proved 
that  physically  the  Native  was  our  equal ;  and 
of  their  intellect  those  who  had  the  teaching  of 
them  gave  a  good  account — that  their  intellect 
was  capable  of  a  high  degree  of  culture.  The 
Natives  were  almost  a  match  for  European  skill 
in  debate  even  now — could  reason  closely  and 
conclusively.  He  would  tell  the  House  what 
was  necessary.  In  the  first  place,  to  have 
an  accurately -defined  system  for  the  go- 
vernment of  Native  affairs,  as  conclusive  as 
that  which  governed  Her  Majesty's  Judges  on 
the  bench,  Such  system  being  established, 
they  wanted  men  who  were  prepared  to  devote 
every  energy  and  ability  to  carrying  it  out. 
This  inducement  of  the  Native  to  accept  the 
authority  of  law  must  bo  the  work  of  a  civil  mis- 
sionary ;  nothing  would  be  done  unless  by  men 
who  would  devote  themselves  to  the  task  with 
the  steady,  quiet,  and  determined  enthusiasm 
of  civil  missionaries.  If  honourable  members 
would  accept  this  conclusion,  the  expense  would 
be  very  trifling,  and  His  Excellency's  Ministers 
would  shortly  be  justified  in  advising  the  Gk>- 
vemor  to  send  away  the  whole  of  the  expensive 
army  now,  eating  up  the  resources  of  both 
Europeans  and  Maoris.  At  a  comparatively 
small  expense  the  functions  of  that  army  might 
be  fulfilled  by  a  civil  army  of  the  Native  race — 
an  army  of  Native  policemen — and  next  session, 
they  might  have  the  most  influential  nobility  of 
the  Native  race  seated  in  the  Legislature,  and, 
in  a  short  time,  property  through  the  whole  of  the 
Native  tribes  individualized.  He  warned  the 
House  of  the  great  danger  of  accepting  such  a 
bastard  piece  of  responsibility  as  was  offered  to 
them  in  this  resolution.    He  had  long  beea 
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sensible  that  °  there  was  a  great  rottenness  in 
the  management  of  Native  a^airs,  and  had  con- 
sidered it  earnestly.  It  had  been  impossible 
for  late  Administrations  not  to  be  involuntary 
parties  to  the  continuance  of  a  state  of  things 
induced  by  the  imperfections  of  preceding  Ad- 
ministrations and  the  rottenness  of  a  former 
policjr ;  but  an  opportunity  bad  now  arisen  for 
effecting  a  change,  and  he  urged  upon  the 
Eouse  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  endeavouring 
to  effect  a  radical  change  in  the  administration 
of  Native  affairs.  Ho  would  echo  what  had 
been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere,  he  had  no  hostility  to  His  Excellency's 
present  Advisers.  So  far  from  seeing  any  ad- 
vantage in  a  change  of  Ministry  just  now,  he 
almost  concluded  that  a  change  would  not 
assist  His  Excellency's  present  endeavours — 
his  disposition  to  improve  the  condition  of 
things  among  the  Natives;  but,  if  he  (Mr. 
Moorhouse)  saw  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
Ministers  to  abide  by  such  undefined  purpose — 
to  amuse  the  House  by  throwing  down  such 
bald  resolutions  as  this — he  should  at  all  times 
feel  It  his  duty  to  protest,  and,  if  another 
Ministry  should  offer  to  accept  a  line  more  in 
accordance  with  his  own  individual  opinion,  of 
covuse  he  should  support  it. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  there  was  an  awkwardness 
in  giving  a  silent  vote  on  such  an  important 
question  as  that  now  before  the  House,  and  he 
would  shrink  from  occupying  (he  attention  of 
honourable  members  even  for  the  fcw  minutes 
for  which  he  was  about  to  speak  wore  it  not  that 
his  vote,  when  recorded,  might  be  interpreted 
in  a  manner  which  he  would  not  like.  He 
altogether  dissented  from  the  opinions  and 
views  expressed  by  the  two  honourable  mem- 
bers who  last  addressed  the  House ;  they 
looked  at  the  subject  from  a  Middle  Island 
point  of  view.  Neither  could  he  accept  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  Native  affairs  as  enun- 
ciated in  the  resolution  proposed  for  their  con- 
sideration by  the  Colomal  Secretary,  because, 
in  his  opinion,  the  whole  question  was  an 
Imperial  one,  with  which  the  House  had 
nothing  to  do,  and  he  would  be  sorry  to  see 
it  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Governor. 
His  Excellency,  he  believed,  had  large  powers, 
and  would  be  well  supported  by  the  Imperial 
Government.  The  colonists  were  willing  to 
give  him  their  utmost  assistance,  but  the 
colonists  would  certainly  decline  assuming 
sponsibility  for  the  too-expensive  scheme  of 
introducing  institutions  of  a  doubtful  character 
amongst  the  Maoris  ;  and,  as  it  was  the  pc^icy 
of  the  Home  authorities — or  of  Downing  Street, 
if  they  liked  it  better— suggested  by  the  Maori 
sympathizers  here,  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  leave  the  responsibility  entirely  with 
the  Oovemor,  and  in  his  opinion  Alinisters  ought 
not  to  have  anything  to  do  in  carrying  out  the 
policy  except  so  far  as  the  mere  act  of  asking  this 
House  for  such  sums  of  money  as  the  colonists 
might  fairly  be  expected  to  pay.  The  only 
part  they  should  have  in  the  matter  was  that 
of  messengers  between  His  Excellency  and  this 
House.  He  hsMl  the  greatest  confidence  in  the 
Oovemor's  ability ;  and,  although  he  did  not 
Mr.  Moorhouse 


believe  in  those  new-fangled  institntiooi,  ha 

would  not  by  his  vote  throw  any  diffiooltisa 
in  his  way ;  on  the  contrary,  he  desired  that 
the  plan  might  have  a  fair  trial,  thouj^  at 
opinion  that  that  trial  would  terminate  in 
failure  and  disappointment.  Too  much  atten- 
tion was  paid  by  this  House  to  the  Nativ* 
questioni  to  the  evident'  ezclosion  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  settlers.  Everything  that  ma 
now  done  must  be  done  for  the  poor  Mani;  if 
money  be  borrowed  it  must  be  for  Native  pat- 
poses:  that  money  would  be  far  better  ^eot 
in  opening  up  the  country  by  means  of  roadi 
than  in  giving  new  institutions  to  Maoris.  The 
£50,000  which  was  to  be  expended  annoslh 
for  some  time  to  come  on  the  Natives  would 
be  better  employed,  and  confer  the  most  last- 
ing benefits  on  botii  races,  if  spent  on  roadi 
and  bridges.  When  he  arrived  in  the  coontiy, 
many  years  ago,  he  found  the  Natives  a  peace- 
able and  contented  people.  They  had  tbea.  to 
work  hard  to  supply  their  wants :  &  they  wanted 
clothing,  they  had  to  plant  potatoes  and  wheat 
so  as  to  have  produce  for  the  market  to  supply 
themselves  with  that  necessary.  If  they  wanted 
a  coasting  vessel  they  were  obliged  to  come  into 
town  and  sell  a  portion  of  their  lands  to  tbi 
Qovemment  for  means  wherewith  to  pnrohais 
the  coaster.  The  moment  the  Govemment 
began  to  make  them  large  presents  this  htm 
state  of  affairs  was  at  an  end  ;  and  now,  wbes 
they  received  so  much  money,  they  felt  no 
necessity  for  selling  their  lands,  nor  paying  that 
attention  to  labour  which  they  formerly  did. 
Instead  of  doing  good,  the  money  bestowed  upon 
them  was  doing  a  positive  injury  to  the  coontiy. 
The  land  was  kept  out  of  the  market,  and  u* 
Natives  themselves  were  becoming  a  positin 
nuisance,  not  only  in  their  own  pas,  but  slsott 
the  European  settlements.  If  all  this  money 
was  taken  away,  in  eighteen  months  they 
would  have  the  Natives  upon  their  kneet 
begging  for  a  return  of  the  old  state  of  things. 
Where  was  the  good  fruit  from  the  new  in- 
stitutions ?  If  they  would  bat  look  for  a  moment 
to  the  Bay  of  Islands  District,  where  the  Nsr 
tives  had  been  peaceful  and  happy,  until  the 
Govemment  had  taken  up  the  old  protoctonti 
there.  One-third  of  the  Natives  were  paid  by 
the  Govemment,  and  the  other  two-thirdsKOt 
discontented ;  so  that  the  new  institutions,  in- 
stead of  promoting  peace  and  happiness,  hid 
there  been  productive  of  discontent.  If  they 
would  take  Hawke's  Ba^  as  an  instance  of  the 
working  of  the  new  pohcy  they  would  find  ttis 
state  of  things  absolutely  deplorable.  He  would 
repeat  that  be  had  no  faith  in.  the  new  poUoj; 
but,  as  it  was  enunciated  by  the  OoTemot, 
who,  he  believed,  had  the  interests  of  the 
entire  colony  at  heart,  he  was  willing  to  give  it 
a  trial.  He  must,  however,  vote  against  tb* 
resolution,  because  he  believed  it  was  no  part 
of  their  business  to  interfere  with  a  qoestioa 
of  a  purely  Imperial  character. 

Mr.  3.  C.  RICHMOND  suggested  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  seconded  the  adjonmmsnt. 

Mr.  G.  GBAHAM  hoped  the  proposed  ad- 
joumment  would  not  be  agreed  to. 
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Hotion  for  adjonniment  withdrawn. 
Hr.  COLENSO  s&id  that  he  had  intended  to 
fjtm  a  silent  vote  on  this  occasion  against  the 
neolntion,  reserving  what  he  had  to  say  until 
they  should  come  to  the  order  of  the  day — the 
ooDsidezation  of    the   Native  policy— on  the 
(Met  Paper  before  him.    Now,  however,  that 
tiro  honourable  southern  members  had  spoken 
a>  snoh  a  grave  matter  of  Ifaori  interest,  it 
«onld  ill  become  him  as  a  member  from  a  pe- 
ealiarly.  Native  district,  and  the  only  member 
fteieiit  from  liis  province,  to  be  silent.     He 
iboidd  oppose  the  resolution,  not  however,  from 
Uiy  political    opposition  to  the  Ministry,  but 
keeanse  he  saw  in  it,  first,  a  recognition  of  an 
■nwise  principle — our  responsibility  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the   Natives   of  this   country ;  se- 
•codly,  a  responsibility  which  was  not  defined ; 
thirdly,  enonnous  cost  without  any  correspond- 
ing   return ;      and    fourthly,    matter     which 
umredly  led  to  heavy  taxation.     The  Colo- 
xial  Seoetary  had  hypothetioally  put  it — "If 
the  Governor  should  make  a  Native  district  of 
Hawke's  Bay  Province?"    But  he  would  ask 
that  honourable  member,  was  it  not  such  al- 
ready?   To  all  intents  and  purposes  it  was; 
and,  farther,  so  made  by  the  nonourable  mem- 
ber himself,  or,  at  all  events,  by  his  aiding  and 
abetting.    "  Make  Hawke's  Bay  a  Native  dis- 
trict I"    Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  Natives 
there  did  what  they  pleased  ?    Had  he  not  him- 
self with  his  own  eyes  seen  the  respected  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  of  Hawke's  Bay  sitting  in  his 
own  Court  among  the  bystanders,  while  his  place 
was  usurped  by  one  sent  by  the  Natives  them- 
lelves?  He  (Mr.  Colenso),  for  one,  not  only  dis- 
claimed "  exclusive,"  but  all  responsibility  of  the 
eost  of  educating,  civilizing,  euad  governing  the 
Native  nee  while  they  remained  as  they  were — 
unamenable  to  British  law,  and  wealthier  than 
the  colonists.      Had  the  British  Qovemment 
talcen  their  lands,  or  had  they  parted  with  them 
to  the   Government,    then,  no   doubc,  there 
would  be  a  responsibility;    then  they  might 
plead   before  this  House  in  form&  pauperis, 
and  such  a  plea  would  be  nobly  respondeil  to. 
It  was  not,  8LS  had  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere,  that  the  colonists  were 
not  numerous  enough  nor  wealthy  enough ;  but 
because  there  was  no  duty,  no  responsibility, 
resting  on  them  either  before  God  or  man. 
The  resolution  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
taiy  spoke  of   tho  reservation  of  Imperial  in- 
terests—of  their  initiation  and  decision — for 
the  Governor ;  but  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  should  like 
to  know  what  was  left  when  the  beginning  and 
jnd  of  a  thing  were  gone.      As  to  "  Invperial 
interests,"  he  did  not  know  how  such  alone 
eoold  be  disentangled  and  reserved ;  for  if  Na- 
tive and  European  interests  were  interlaced, 
Monial  and  Imperial  interests  were  so   too ; 
so  that  everything,  in  some  way  or  other,  was, 
or  might  be,  an  Imperial  interest.    As  to  the 
!' special  trust"  spoken  of  by  the  honourable 
inember  for  Ellesmere,  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  could 
not  for  a  moment  view  the  matter  before  them 
IB  that  light ;  if  it  were,  indeed,  to  be  so  con- 
ridezed,  then  the  House  might  be  fairly  com- 
(Ued  to  an  onf  oztunate  guardian  having  wards 


to  bring  up — scions  of  nobility — and  having  a]8» 
to  bring  them  up  as  such  children  should  be 
brought  up  who  were,  on  arriving  at  maturity, 
to  receive  untold  wealth,  and  yet  the  guardian 
was  never  to  have  a  penny  for  the  trouble  im- 
posed upon  him,  and  for  impoverishing  him- 
self t  Could  any  such  a  "  trust "  bo  considered 
saored  or  equitable  ?  However,  as  he  intended 
to  speak  more  at  length  by-and-by  upon  the 
Native  policy,  he  would  not  detain  the  Hou8» 
any  longer ;  he  would  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  O.  GRAHAM,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  last  speaker,  asked  if  the  Natives  could 
make  any  use  of  their  principal  wealth  ?  Could 
they  sell  an  acre  of  their  land  ?  Was  it  not  the 
law  of  this  land  that  prevented  them,  and 
would  this  House  attempt  to  deprive  them  of 
that?  They  had  a  duty  to  perform. —  not  t» 
leave  the  Natives  uneducated  euid  uncared  for. 
Let  the  House  do  its  duty,  and  permit  the 
Natives  to  moke  what  use  they  liked  of  theiz 
own — sell  it  to  whom  they  thought  proper. 
But,  while  they  should  not  repudiate  their  duty, 
they  were  bound  to  assist  the  Government  to 
pass  this  resolution — bound  not  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  edu- 
cation and  civilization  of  the  Natives.  Th» 
Imperial  Oovemment,  in'  the  hour  of  danger^ 
had  assisted  them,  and  they  were  bound  to  taka 
their  share  of  the  responsibility  and  assist  the 
Governor  to  carry  out  his  plans.  At  the  same 
time,  what  money  they  gave  they  had  a  right 
to  have  expended  through  their  Ministers,  and 
hold  them  responsible  that  it  was  properly  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  HARRISON.— It  appears  to  me,  Sir» 
that  any  conclusion  which  this  House  may 
sirrive  at  will  not  affect  the  degree  of  respon- 
sibility appertaining  to  the  Governor  or  to  his. 
Responsible  Advisers,  Sure  I  am  that  His  Ex- 
cellency will  not  shrink  from  any  amount  of 
responsibility  in  conjunction  with  Native  affairs, 
which  circumstances  may  impose,  and  that  the 
colony  at  large  will  rest  cheerfully  satisfied  with 
such  a  disposal.  This  division  of  responsibility 
as  embodied  in  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion seems  to  me  a  reasonable  and  natural  one;, 
for,  when  we  consider  the  great  questions  at 
issue  vrith  reference  to  the  Natives,  they  have 
all,  as  well  as  every  casus  belli,  been  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  Imperial  Government,, 
and  as  such  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  representative  of  the  Crown  ;  whilst, 
in  the  latguage  of  the  resolution,  "  the  ordinary 
conduct  of  Native  affairs  should  be  pIaoe4 
under  the  administration  of  Responsible  Minis- 
ters." 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  old  saying  of  "many 
men,  many  minds  "  had  l^een  thoroughly  ex- 
emplified to-day,  every  possible  phase  that 
opinion  could  assume  havmg  been  adopted  by 
one  honourable  member  or  another,  even  at 
this  early  period  of  the  debate.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  had  remarked  upon 
the  folly  committed  by  the  Ministers  in  laying 
before  the  House  a  large  portion  of  the  papers 
printed  this  session,  a  practice  which  ought  not, 
m  his  opinion,  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  anqi 
which  it  would  have  been  better  for  Ministers  if 
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fhey  had  not  commenced.  He  oonld  not,  hovr- 
eyer,  agree  with  the  honourable  member  in  that 
view.  Such  had  been  the  amount  of  miscon- 
oeption  and  misrepresentation  abroad  as  to  (he 
course  adopted  by  the  Government  on  almost 
every  Native  question  that  it  would  have  been 
utterly  impossible  to  have  satisfied  either  the 
colony  or  this  House  of  the  actual  state  of 
aSalrs,  of  the  position  Ministers  had  assumed, 
especially  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations 
between  His  Excellency  and  his  Advisers,  if 
they  had  not  taken  the  course  they  had  taken, 
of  laying  fully  and  fairly  before  the  House  the 
very  ample  correspondence  upon  the  various 
subjects  they  had  to  deal  with  during  the  recess. 
His  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  stated  very  clearly  what  had 
been  the  relations  between  the  Governor  and 
his  Ministers;  nor  would  it  have  been  at  all 
necessary  for  him  to  refer  further  to  those 
relations  were  it  not  that  he  vdshed  to  show, 
from  the  papers  before  the  House,  step  by  step 
tki  they  went  along,  what  had  been  the  course 
adopted  by,  and  what  had  been  the  views  of,  the 
'Oovemment  concerning  that  very  important 
point.  Ministers  started  upon  the  basis  of  the 
resolution  passed  at  the  close  of  last  session,  a 
resolution  which  had  been  referred  to  by  bis 
bonourable  friend  at  his  right,  and  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  by  this  House,  on  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace,— 

"That  any  reconstruction  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  on  a  satisfactory  basis  ne- 
cessarily involves  also  an  entire  reorganization 
of  the  political  branch  of  that  service,  and  that 
no  such  reorganization  will  be  effectual  or  satis- 
factory to  the  country  which  does  not,  while 
fully  recognizing  and  securing  to  the  Governor 
both  the  initiative  and  the  decision  where 
Imperial  interests  are  involved,  place  the  con- 
duct of  the  ordinary  business  of  Native  ad- 
ministration under  responsibiUty  to  the  As- 
sembly." 

That  resolution,  then,  Ministers  had  con- 
sidered as  their  instructions  upon  that  point 
from  the  House ;  and  how  they  had  carried  out 
those  instructions,  whether  they  had  adhered  to 
them  or  whether  they  had  departed  from  them, 
would  be  made  clear  by  the  few  short  extracts 
he  would  read  from  the  papers  now  on  the  table 
of  the  House.  In  the  very  first  memorandum 
that  was  written,  immediately  after  Sir  George 
Grey's  arrival,  Ministers  observe  as  follows: 
"The  object  of  Ministers  in  the  foregoing 
memorandum  is  not  so  much  to  suggest  to  Sir 
0eoi|;e  Grey  the  course  to  be  pursued,  as.  to  put 
him  m  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case  at  the 
present  moment."  •  It  is  evident  from  this  ex- 
tract that  Ministers  were  in  no  hurry  to  ofier 
their  advice  to  the  Governor,  or  to  do  more  than 
the  humble  duty  of  stating  facts.  Again,  Minis- 
ters state  "the  foregoing  remarks  have  refer- 
ence to  our  relations  with  the  Natives,  and  the 
policy  towards  them  in  general.  There  we, 
nowever,  some  special  subjec's  which  will 
demand  Sir  George  Grey's  seri  is  attention." 
IThere  a^ain  they  limited  their  action  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  this  House.  Still 
Itr.  Wood 


more  clearly  did  this  come  out  on  the  memo- 
randum on  the  finance  of  His  ExcoIInict's  plait, 
dated  6th  December,  1861,— 

"  Ministers  do  not  shrink  from  the  reqxma- 
bility  of  adopting  plans  involving  so  large  ta. 
expenditure.  On  the  contrary,  they  co^idst 
that  oircnmstances  absolutely  require  it,  and 
require  also  that  the  emergency  should  bt 
faced  at  once.  It  would  be  idle  to  attempt 
the  solution  of  existing  difficulties  by  proposing 
plans  for  the  social  improvement  of  the  N&tivet 
dependent  on  possible  votes  of  the  General  A». 
sembly.  But  His  Excellency  must  not  mis- 
apprehend the  extent  to  which  Ministers  ew 
pledge  the  colony  in  a  matter  of  finance.  They 
can  and  will  recommend  to  the  General  Asseia- 
bly  to  make  the  requisite  provision  for  thft 
intended  objects ;  and  they  can  and  will  staka 
their  own  position  as  Ministers  on  the  Assembly 
adopting  their  recommendation ;  bnt  they  hm 
no  constitutional  power  to  bind  the  Assembtj 
beforehand." 

It  was  upon  this  issue,  it  was  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  money  vote,  as,  after  all,  the  greit 
practical  point,  uiat  they  desired  to  take  the 
sense  of  this  House  upon  the  Native  policy; 
and  it  was  only,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  many  honourable  members  of  this  Hoom 
that  they  consented  to  take  the  debate  on  • 
question  that  did  not  embrace  this  tnaxiasl 
consideration.  In  another  of  these  memoianA 
the  following  words  would  be  found,  showing 
clearly  the  exact  views  and  the  exact  positiaa 
of  Ministers  with  reference  to  His  Excellency 
and  to  this  House :  "  The  responsibility  to  tM 
Imperial  Government  will  rest  with  His  Excel- 
lency for  the  action  taken,  and  to  the  Genotl 
Assembly  with  us  for  the  advice  we  may  Bve." 
After  these  extracts  he  thought  it  wooid  bt 
quite  plain  that,  upon  this  very  impoitant 
point.  Ministers  had  acted  up  to,  but  had  in  no 
particular  whatever  exceeded,  the  instrnctions 
they  had  received  from  this  House  at  the  cloaa 
of  last  session.  They  had  not  assoined  powea 
which  hod  not  been  given  them,  neither  bid 
they  shirked  the  responsibilities  it  was  that 
duty  to  take.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  had  stated  that,  in  opposing  the 
motion,  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  spirit  at 
hostility  to  the  Government.  It  would  be  tchSi 
while  for  a  moment  to  inquire  into  the  positiaD 
of  the  Government  with  reference  to  this  mo- 
tion. The  Colonial  Secretabry  stated  in  hit 
speech  the  other  night  clearly  and  distincti; 
the  views  of  the  Government  upon  this  point 
He  stated  what  the  existing  relations  were ;  he 
referred  to  the  resolution  which  was  the  bub 
of  those  relations,  and  to  the  action  which  hal 
been  taken  uppn  the  subject ;  and  he  stated, 
further,  that  the  Government  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  attempt  to  defios 
them  more  fully,  but  that  the  wisest  coinat 
would  be  to  leave  them  just  in  the  position  IB 
which  they  were.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Government ;  but  there  was  a  large  section  Ot 
the  House  that  refused  to  go  on  with  any  bioi- 
ness — refused  to  discuss  any  question  of  detafl 
— till  this  matter  was  what  they  called  finalif 
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settled.    The  result  was  that  the  GoTemment 
had  proposed  this  resolation — not  as,  in  their 
opinion,  the  wisest  coarse  that  could  be  adopted, 
but  beoftose  they  felt  that,  under  the  oiroum- 
stances,  it  was  only  right  to  defer  to  so  very 
generally-expressed  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Honse.    The  resolation  was,  hcwever,  of  that 
character  and  of  that  imporbance,  it  inyolved  a 
point  of  such  consequence,  and  even  at  this 
very  early  stage  of  the  debate  opinions  so  directly 
contrary  to  the  views  of  the  Government  had 
been  stated,  that  he  was  bound  to  say,  if  an 
unendment  were  carried  embodying  the  views 
he  had  referred  to,  Ministers  would  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  resign ;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  resolutions  were  so  negatived  as  to 
leave  Uinisters'  relations  with  the  Governor  as 
they  had  been  since  the  arrival  of  Sir  George 
Grey  in  the  colony,  they  should  not  feel  it 
incumbent  on  them  on  that  account  to  vacate 
their  seats.    The  relations  now  subsisting  were 
identically  those  which  were  expressed  in  the 
resolutions  of  this  House  in  the  session  of  1861, 
which  had  been  so  often  referred  to,  and  which 
were  carried  unanimously,  and  voted  for  by 
those  honourable  members  who  now  seemed 
80  aiudons  to  set  them  aside.    Before,  however, 
tiiis  House  rescinded  a  resolution  of  this  im- 
portance, it  would  surely  require  good  cause  to 
be  shown  for  so  doing.    It  was  very  easy  to  see 
that,  under  certain  circumstances,  it  might  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  have  re- 
considered the   resolution    of    last  session  to 
which  he  had  referred.    Had  Ministers  set  that 
lesolution  aside  —  had    they  assumed  larger 
powers  than  the  House  had  given  them — had 
they  advised  His  Excellency  without  reference 
to  the  instructions  which   they  had  received 
from  this  House,  that  would  have  afforded  good 
and  sufficient  reason  for  the  reconsideration  of 
the  terms  of  that  resolution.   Would  the  House 
now  refuse  to  intrust  the  Government  with  the 
same  powers  and  responsibilities  with  which 
it  was  ready   enough   to  entrust  them  last 
session?    Had  the  House  less  confidence  in 
Uinisters  now  than  it  had  then?    In  unani- 
mously voting  the  sum  of  £10,000  for  Native 
poiposes  generally  there  was  one  condition, 
and  one  only,  attaching  to  that  vote,  and  that 
condition  was,  that  it  should  be  expended  by 
the  Governor  in  Council ;  that  is  to  say,  with 
the  advice  of  his  Responsible  Ministers.    Had 
that  vote  been  exceeded — had  the  allegations 
which  had  been  most  freely  made  proved  true, 
that  the  Government  had  exceeded  that  vote,  or 
had  expended  large  sums  without  authority,  in 
experimenting  upon  Native  government — ^tben 
it  might  have  bMn  the  duty,  and  would  have 
been  the  duty,  of  this  House  to  take  especial 
cate  that  the  Government  had  not  the  power  of 
doing  so  again.    No  such  statement  could  be 
substantiated.    The  Government  had  not  only 
not  exceeded    that    vote,    but    they   had  not 
expended  the  sum  voted ;  and  the  House,  in  fair- 
ness, could  not  therefore  limit  the  powers  and 
responsibilities  which,  on.  a  former  occasion,  it 
was  so  unanimously  prepared  to  give.     He  was 
sniprised  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Korthem  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  propose 


that  Ministers  should  occupy  the  position  of 
messengers  between  Government  House  and  this 
Legislature,  because  he  thought  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  really  of  that 
opinion,  his  economical  views  would  lead  him 
to  suggest  some  machinery  less  expensive  than 
that  of  Responsible  Ministers  for  carrying  mes- 
sages to  and  from  His  Excellency. 

Mr.  O'NEILL.— In  Native  matters. 

Mr.  WOOD. — If  that  were  all  a  Government 
was  wanted  for,  if  that  were  all  Ministers  had 
to  do,  the  best  plan  would  be  to  sweep  away 
these  expensive  establishments,  and  secure 
something  else  that  would  do  equally  well,  and 
at  much  less  cost.  The  honourable  member- 
for  Heathcote  had  observed  that  there  was  no 
plan  of  Native  policy  before  the  House.  He 
(Mr.  Wood)  thought  there  was  a  very  clear 
and  intelligible  plan,  a  plan  which  consisted  of 
three  distinct  parts.  By  a  reference  to  Sir 
George  Grey's  minute,  E.-2,  page  10,  one  great 
object  was  to  give  the  Natives  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  local  affairs,  that  they  were 
themselves  to  make  regulations  for  the  settle- 
ment of  all  questions  connected  with  cattle 
trespass,  pubbo  pounds,  fences,  marking  and 
branding  of  cattle,  Ao.  Another  part  of  that 
plan  was  to  give  the  Natives  the  enjoyment  cl 
that  which  they  had  never  yet  enjoyed — the 
right  of  property  in  their  own  lands.  Another 
part  of  that  plan  was  that  of  making  roada 
through  this  country. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — On  Native  as  well  as 
European  land  7 

Mr.  WOOD.  —  Yes,  on  Native  as  well  as 
European  land ;  and  he  would  state  to  the 
House  that  at  this  very  moment  a  working 
party  was  employed  in  making  a  rood  through 
Native  territory.  He  would  only  odd,  as  ms 
opinion,  that  there  were  but  two  ways  in  which, 
practically,  this  colony  could  be  governed — 
either  through  the  means  of  Responsible  Minis- 
ters, acting  pretty  much  as  they  had  acted 
during  the  recess,  or  by  placing  the  whole 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  to  act,  not 
through  the  medium  of  Ministers,  but  through 
those  permanent  heads  of  departments  who 
practically  managed  the  official  business  of 
routine  in  this  colony.  If  there  were  not  to  be 
any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  Ministers  the 
whole  system  hod  better  be  swept  away.  Up 
to  the  present  time  they  had  agreed  with  Hia 
Excellency  in  the  main — they  had  co-operated 
with  him  and  assisted  him  in  carrying-out  his 
views ;  and  they  wished  to  act  precisely  in  the 
same  manner  for  the  future,  if  the  House  con- 
tinued to  repose  that  confidence  in  them  which 
it  had  hitherto  done. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  till  Tuesday,  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
the  due  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  pre- 
paring well-matured  resolutions. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  it  be  ci^'oumed  till  after  the  Orders  of 
the  Day,  which  was  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READING. 
Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill. 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Admihistratioii  of  Justice. — On  the  xnotion 
-of  Mi.  gillies,  the  name  of  Mr.  Stafford  was 
"Otdered  to  be  added  to  the  Select  Committee 
•on  the  Administration  of  Justice. 

NATIVE  LAND  TITLES. 
Mr.  WELD  moved  for  copies  of  any  corre- 

-Bpondence  that  may  not  yet  have  been  laid  on 
the  table  of  this  House  relating  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Court  to  adjudicate  on  questions 

.arising  out  of  Native  land  titles,  together  with 
a  memorandum  by  Mr.  Weld,  when  Minister 
for  Native  Affairs,  on  the  most  advisable  mode 
of  constituting  such  Court ;  also,  the  copy  of 
a  memorandum  by  Mr.  Weld,  when  Minister 
for  Native  Affairs,  recommending  that  the  next 

general  Native  conference  should  be  elective, 
with  the  minutes  of  the  Acting  Native  Secre- 
tary and  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  upon  that  recommendation, 
and  the  assent  of  Qovemor  Gore  Browne  there- 
to, 
notion  agreed  to. 

ELECTORAL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'BOBKE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  retom  which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  number  of  electors  on  the 
several  electoral  rolls  of  the  districts  returning 
members  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (NO.  1). 
The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1)  was  recom- 
mitted, further  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Tuesday 
next. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  BILL. 
The  House  went  into  Committee    for  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  Steam  Navigation 
BUI. 

'  Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

AOJOUBNED   DEBATE. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  Mr.  Fox's 
motion  on  Native  affairs. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  desired,  not  for  himself 
alone,  that  this  debate  should  have  been  ad- 

i'oumed  for  a  longer  period,  because  the  reso- 
ution  was  hurriedly  put  before  the  House,  and 
«ontained  subjects  of  too  great  importance  to 
be  hastily  debated.  Under  the  circumstances 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  very  fully 
into  the  theory  of  the  question.  He  would 
cefet  to  the  responsibility  they  were  called 
upon  to  assume — a  responsibility  which  they 
never  before  possessed  or  asked  for,  or  were  in 
a  position  to  bear — as  it  interfered  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  settlers.  He  traced  the 
evils  now  under  consideration  and  the  present 
«tate  of  things  as  the  direct  consequences  of 
the  Waitangi  Treaty,  and  the  neglect  on  the 
part  of  England  of  her  duty  in  respect  to 
Natives  and  the  Native  question.  The  settlers 
and  their  interests  had  always  been  treated  as 


subordinate  to  the  Natives  and  their  iatiiuitl. 
As  an  old  settler  he  was  thoroughly  convosant 
with  the  whole  history  of  New  Zealand  md  iti 
misgovemment  from  the  time  of  GoremflC 
Hobson  np  to  the  present  time.  He  disarowed 
the  right  of  Engltuid  to  transfer  to  the  settles 
the  responsibility  which  attached  to  England. 
Even  did  she  possess  the  right,  he  denied  tiw 
justice  or  morality  of  such  a  course.  Whilit 
acknowledging  some  indebtedness  to  the  Im- 
perial Government,  he  maintained  that  to  the 
Imperial  Government  the  responsibility  was 
due.  The  Government  of  the  country  was  aent 
adequately  supported  from  Home.  One  Go- 
vernor after  another  left  things  worse  tJian  he 
found  them,  until  they  culminated  in  all  the 
troubles  of  the  Taranaki  war.  He  would  paa 
over  the  time  of  (Governor  Hobson  and  the  tiise 
of  Governor  Pitzroy — they  all  knew  the  re- 
sult of  his  administration — and  would  com 
to  the  time  of  Colonel  Gore  Browne,  wbaea 
proceedings  seemed  to  be  governed  by  constiln- 
tional  views.  When  he  came  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Maoris  on  his  own  indep^ident 
responsibility  there  were  circumstances  to 
show  that  he  had  at  least  arrived  at  a  eeo- 
sistent  and  just  knowledge  of  them  and  ef 
what  was  due  to  them,  and  he  was  disposed  to 
do  his  duty  to  them  as  an  English  gentlemia. 
Governor  Browne,  when  he  had  had  time  to 
see  about  hun,  applied  himself  to  doing  justice, 
at  the  same  time  upholding  the  authority  be 
represented.  Then  a  new  Governor  comes  out, 
holding  apparently  very  different  views  fnun 
Governor  Browne,  and  acting  on  a  very  difierent 
policy.  [The  honourable  member  here  read  a 
quotation  from  a  memorandum  by  Govenw 
Browne,  of  May,  1861,  in  which  it  was  hd4 
submission  must  precede  conciliatory  or  re- 
medial means.]  But  this  had  now  been  dis- 
regarded, and  another  plan — a  plan  of  cones- 
sion — substituted.  The  colony  had  now  befne 
it  a  plan  which  might  be  called  a  "  peace  »t 
any  price  policy."  The  terms  of  peace  offend 
by  Governor  Browne  were  not  even  insisted  OB 
by  the  new  order  of  things,  at  least  in  the  esse 
of  the  Waikato  tribes.  He  did  not  say  that 
this  was  wrong,  but,  at  any  rate,  things  bed 
not  been  bettered  by  it,  and,  in  his  opiniao, 
before  such  a  course  was  taken  the  AssemUj 
should  have  been  appealed  to.  Ministers  pn>- 
mised  the  execution  of  Governor  BrownslB 
terms :  they  failed  to  carry  them  out,  yet  stiH 
they  remained  on  those  benches.  The  present 
state  of  Taranaki  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Bri^ 
name,  and  a  standing  menace  to  the  settles. 
The  prospect  of  certain  war  would  be  moie 
welcome  to  him  than  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  The  first  instalment  of  the  debt  due 
by  the  Imperial  Government  to  this  colony  was 
the  termination  of  the  state  of  things  in  tiiM 
unhappy  province.  The  war  was  their  own  act, 
and  the  settlement  of  it  should  also  be  ^eiis. 
No  real  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  colony 
should  be  undertaken,  for  it  would  not  be  just, 
being  denied  adequate  power  of  control  now, 
and  not  having  possessed  any  before,  and  not 
having  caused  the  evils  which  now  prevaiL 
The  policy  before  them  was  ono  that,  to  ban 
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«ny  good  effect,  must  have  Sir  George  Orey 
present  to  work  it ;  with  any  other  man  in  his 
place  he  believed  it  would  be  a  failure.  He 
would  show,  by  adducing  one  or  two  instances, 
how  impracticable  any  system  of  Ministerial 
responsibility  in  Native  matters  would  be,  and 
show  how  Uttle  power  it  would  confer.  In 
the  first  place,  compelling  the  execution  of 
Oovemor  Browne's  terms  of  peace,  supposing 
Sir  Qeorge  Grey  and  his  Ministers  had  been  at 
issue  on  the  matter ;  secondly,  suppose  the  case 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi 
and  sabsUtuting  other  arrangements  between 
ourselves  and  the  Maori  people — doing,  in  faot, 
what  Lord  Canning  had  lately  done  in  India 
in  respect  to  land  tenures;  thirdly,  suppose  a 
ease  of  making  roads  through  Native  territory 
without  their  consent,  ii  necessary;  foortbly, 
consider  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Taranaki 
and  the  disgraceful  state  of  things  there,  and 
(appose  a  collision  should  ensue  between  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  his  Ministers  as 
to  the  renewal  of  the  war,  of  what  use  would  it 
be  for  the  latter  to  insist  on  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  if  the  Oovemor  was  disinclined  ?  Sup- 
pose also  the  probability  of  another  Governor 
arriving,  coming  out  with  a  determination  to 
cany  out  another  and  a  different  policy.  What 
then  would  be  the  consequences  of  a  difference 
between  the  Governor  and  the  Government? 
These  were  bnt  a  few  of  the  things  they  should 
consider  in  reference  to  this  question.  The 
course  he  was  disposed  towards,  and  the  one  he 
believed  best,  was,  that  they  should  take  no 
farther  responsibility  than  they  could  help,  but 
vote  the  money  required  for  the  Governor  to 
cany  out  his  policy. 

Mr.  WGLD  ajgreed  with  the  (Colonial  Secre- 
tary as  to  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  now  placed  from  what  they  would 
have  been  in  had  they  from  the  commencement 
liad  the  Native  question  in  their  own  hands  ; 
remembeiing  how,  from  the  beginning,  feelings 
of  animosity  had  been  fostered  between  the 
settlers  and  Natives,  the  affairs  taken  out  of  the 
settlers'  hands ;  how,  under  Imperial  manage- 
ment, difficulties  were  continually  arising  and 
increasing  in  magnitude  up  to  the  present 
time,  till  an  aspect  of  affairs  existed  which,  ho 
was  not  at  all  satisfied  with.  They  must  all 
feel  that  they  were  on  the  verge  of  a  precipice 
—that  the  fate  of  the  Native  race  was  now 
trembling  in  the  balance,  and  he  should  consider 
the  man  who  could  solve  the  problem,  whether 
in  accordance  with  his  (Mr.  Weld's)  views  or 
any  others,  as  a  great  man,  and  one  who  had 
deserved  well  of  the  colony  and  even  of  the 
human  race.  This  House  had  done  its  best  to 
solve  the  problem,  and  he  hoped  the  late  Go- 
vernment would  have  credit  for  wishing  to 
Jireserve  the  Native  race,  though,  in  their  idea, 
It  was  to  be  done  by  measures  of  firmness  and 
severity.  Had  the  colonists  been  thrown  on 
their  own  resources  from  the  beginning  they 
would  have  learned  to  grapple  with  the  diffi- 
eolUes  as  they  arose,  would  have  been  well 
educated  as  statesmen,  and  would  have  learned 
to  defend  themselves  as  soldiers.  At  the  pre- 
sent he  believed  it  was  impossible — would  be 


madness,  self  -  destruction,  and  min  to  the 
Natives  if  the  sole  management  of  Native 
affairs  was  given  up  to  this  Legislature.  They 
could  not  cake  it.  It  was  time  to  have  dona 
with  sham  phrases.  He  believed  they  were 
bound  by  every  letter  of  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi :  but  look  round  on  the  other  side.  How 
many  Natives  consented  to  that  treaty  ?  How 
many  in  the  Southern  Island  and  in  the  Chat- 
ham Islands?  The  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  a 
sham.  He  did  not  mean  that  we  had  no  right 
here  at  all,  or  that  the  Islands  should  only  have 
been  colonized  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native 
race.  The  colonists  had  a  right  to  be  here  on 
the  broad  ground  that,  when  a  nation  was  in- 
capable of  rising  and  civilizing  itself,  of  provid- 
ing for  its  internal  order,  and  of  defending 
itself  from  foreign  attacks,  then  a  powerftu 
Government  like  England  was  justified  in  step- 
ping in  to  assist  and  raise  them,  but  at  the 
same  time  a-sserting  its  sovereignty.  Tliat 
would  not  have  been  the  ground  taken  by  a 
body  of  colonists,  for  they  would  not  have  had 
the  power  to  justify  it.  They  would  have 
made  terms  with  the  Natives,  saying,  "  We  will 
buy  this  district  of  ^ou,  and  we  will  help  yon, 
and  do  our  best  to  civilize  yon,"  &o. ;  but  they 
would  not  have  claimed  sovereignty.  'The  ob- 
ject of  these  arguments  was-  to  show  that  the 
colonists  never  had,  as  a  body,  assumed  the 
sovereignty,  but  had  simply  acted  as  loyal 
subjects.  He  would  never,  therefore,  consent 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  present  state 
of  affairs.  He  would  have  thought  it  wise  foi 
the  Home  Government  to  have  given  them 
from  the  commencement  a  certain  measure  o( 
government ;  but  still  they  had  no  right  to 
demand  it.  They  could  not  say,  "Send  us 
your  troops  and  assist  us  with  your  money," 
and  at  the  same  time  call  on  the  Home  Go- 
vernment to  give  them  the  whole  power  <A 
government.  With  the  Home  Government  was 
the  power,  and  there  would  be  the  responsi- 
bility also.  He  should  feel  it  his  duty,  there- 
fore, to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite,  because  it  really  left  things 
much  in  the  same  position  as  before.  They 
could  not  possibly  undertake  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility, and  let  them  not  keep  up  any  little 
shams  without  any  benefit  from  them. 

Mr.  GILLIES,  after  referring  to  his  being 
the  representative  of  twenty  thousand  British 
colonists,  or  one-fifth  of  the  whole  European 
inhabitants  of  the  colony,  said  he  desired,  how- 
ever, to  speak  as  a  representative  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  in  its  entirety.  He  thanked 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  for  draw- 
ing their  attention  to  what  they  were  too  prona 
to  forget — first  principles ;  so  that,  if  they  were 
going  on  wrong  principles,  they  might  at  once 
retrace  their  steps.  Pecuniary  considerations, 
he  agreed,  should  not  be  a  first  consideration 
in  this  matter.  They  might  fairly  illustrate 
principles  by  their  consequences,  but  they  had 
no  right  to  reason  up  from  pecuniary  loss  to 
false  first  principles.  The  thanks  of  the  House 
were  also  duo  to  Ministers  for  bringing  this 
question  bcfoio  them  in  an  honest,  straightfor- 
ward way  that  they  could  understand,  and  the 
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Eonse  should  meet  Ministers  in  the  same 
honest  spirit  in  which  they  had  met  the  House 
— ^meet  them  not  by  a  mere  negation  of  the 
resolution,  but  by  aksserting  positive  principles 
Also.  He  was  prepared  to  state  his  opinions  on 
the  subject ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  put 
them  in  a  formal  resolution,  unless  he  knew 
what  were  to  be  the  results.  If  Ministers  told 
them  it  was  to  be  a  Ministerial  question — that, 
if  he  put  his  opinions  in  black  and  white,  and 
moved  them  as  an  amendment,  and  they  were 
carried.  Ministers  would  resign  their  position — 
then  he  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  result. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  turn  Ministers  out,  nor, 
he  believed,  was  any  person  or  any  party  that 
he  had  met  with  in  the  House.  If  such  were 
not  to  be  the  result,  he  could  soon  place  his 
-views  on  the  table  of  the  House ;  but,  in  either 
case,  Ministers  could  easily  find  out  exactly 
what  the  House  meant  on  the  question  before 
them.  He  need  not  disclaim  party  spirit,  for 
it  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  connected 
with  any  party,  and  never  had  bean.  He 
should  speak  his  o>yn  mind  without  reference 
to  others.  This  question — the  position  of  Be- 
sponsible  Ministers  towards  the  Governor — 
resolved  itself  into  three  distinct  positions. 
Either,  first,  that  the  colony,  and  therefore  the 
Ministry,  wore  .not  responsible  for  Native 
policy — that  they  disclaimed  all  responsibility, 
— at  the  same  time  being  willing  to  contribute 
fairly  towards  the  expense.  This  was  one 
extreme.  Then  there  was  the  other  extreme, 
second,  that  of  accepting  all  the  responsibility 
and  the  full  power  of  management,  and  throw- 
ing themselves  upon  the  generosity  of  the 
Home  Government  for  their  contribution  to- 
wards the  expense.  Or  there  was,  thirdly,  the 
middle  course,  which  appeared  to  him  much 
less  distinct  and  straightforward  than  either  of 
the  others — the  undefined  position  which  Irlinis- 
ters  now  took  up  in  the  resolution  before  the 
House.  They  had  been  told  by  nearly  every 
speaker  that  the  colony  was  now  in  a  position 
to  make  a  fresh  start  under  fresh  circuna- 
stances,  and  it  behoved  them  now  to  know 
what  was  their  position  and  what  were  to  be 
their  responsibilities.  He,  for  one,  objected  to 
be  led  into  undefined  responsibilities.  It  had 
been  said  that  we  were  more  responsible  now 
than  in  1856.  He  denied  it.  The  colony 
had  not  committed  itself  one  whit  more  by 
the  Acts  of  1868  than  to  find  the  moneys  ne- 
cessary to  carry  out  those  Acta.  They  had 
become  responsible  only  so  far  as  those  Acts 
would  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Governor, 
the  cost  of  which  they  were  bound  to  pay.  The 
position  of  Ministers  towards  the  Governor  was 
shadowy  and  tmdefined.  There  was  very  little 
responsibility  to  be  taken,  Ministers  said — 
"  only  £60,000  a  year."  But  in  twelve  months 
other  men  might  be  in  their  places  and  another 
Governor  in  the  room  of  Sir  George  Grey,  and 
what  then  would  be  their  responsibility? — a 
matter  to  be  fought  over  on  another  day.  It  was 
merely  putting  oft  the  evil  day  by  failing  to  de- 
fine what  might  be  defined  at  once.  Another 
alternative  was  that  of  the  honourable  mem- 
bet  for  Ellesmere — to  take  all  the  responsibility 
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and  all  the  liability,  trusting  to  the  genenittr 
of  the  British  nation.  All  of  them  admitted 
that,  in  time  of  need,  to  her  sons  Great  Bn- 
tain  had  never  failed ;  but  it  often  came  to  be 
the  last  hour  of  their  extremity  before  the 
came  in  to  their  relief.  If  this  colony  wtia 
unanimous  in  supporting  Ministers  in  carrying 
out  one  whole  and  undivided  policy,  then  tba 
colony  might  perhaps  rely  on  the  assistance  of 
the  British  Government.  Bat  how  bad  the; 
been  in  time  past,  with  policies  neutralize^ 
like  the  last,  by  vacillation  between  absolott 
refusal  and  recognition,  through  a  traitoioos 
spirit  among  themselves.  But  they  could  not 
in  any  circumstances  calculate  on  the  sappoct 
of  Britain  to  a  large  extent,  and  only  to  s  jexj 
small  extent  if  they  got  into  a  scrape  by  tbeit 
own  miscalculations.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  had  said  that  the  colonisti 
were  trustees  specially  appointed  byProvidenoe 
to  take  care  of  the  Kative  race.  He  denied  it ;  no 
doubt  we  were  bound  by  certain  duties  tomudl 
this  people  —  bound,  as  brothers  of  the  tame 
humeui  race,  to  use  our  utmost  endeavoots  t» 
raise  them  from  the  same  barbarism  in  which 
our  ancestors  were,  to  the  same  pitch  of  civi- 
lization as  ourselves ;  but  we  had  a  right  to 
say  "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"— we  mat 
not  trustees.  For  instskuce,  he  might  recog- 
nize his  brother  as  one  whom  he  was  bound 
to  assist  as  far  as  he  was  able  ;  but  if  he  vai 
a  trustee  he  would  be  bound  to  pay  eveiy  debt 
that  brother  contracted.  This  propotal  of 
taking  the  whole  rested  on  the  supposition  that 
the  British  Government  and  Colonial  Govern- 
ment were  the  only  contracting  parties ;  but 
sorely  the  sovereignty  of  these  Maoris  conU 
not  be  handed  over  from  one  to  another 
without  their  own  consent,  until  the  Bhtitb 
Government  had  fulfilled  the  terms  of  iii 
treaty  with  them,  civilized  them,  made  thea 
British  subjects,  with  all  the  rights  and  ptiri. 
leges  and  subject  to  all  those  duties  attaching 
to  that  position.  This  colony  and  the  Hoosi 
would  then  not  fail  to  accept  them,  and  admit 
them  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  fello«- 
subjects,  admit  them  to  perfect  equality  i> 
every  way ;  but  till  then  they  were  not  justified 
in  demanding  the  whole  government  of  the 
Neftives  to  be  handed  over  to  them — a  podticD 
which  the  Crown  should  keep  till  it  had  ful- 
filled those  duties.  It  was  not,  however,  a  men 
question  of  theory  to  be  deaJt  with  to-ni^ 
but  a  question  of  present  practice.  They  mn 
under  no  liabilities  now — had  never  acceded 
that  alleged  trusteeship;  Great  Britain  had 
never  offered  it,  and  they  should  not  ask  it 
He  would  never  disclaim  it  in  the  endeavour  to 
get  rid  of  expense,  if  he  thought  it  right  they 
should  take  it.  Their  true  course  was  to  dis- 
claim entire  responsibility  for  Native  affun, 
give  the  largest  contributions  towards  curring 
out  the  Governor's  policy .  which  the  colony 
could  afford,  leaving  aside  for  the  present  the 
question  of  allocation,  inter  se ;  for  they  woe 
bound  in  honour,  morality,  and  Christiani^ 
to  contribute  their  utmost  towards  eiviliiiiig 
the  Natives,  but  that  was  a  vei^  different  thing 
to  taking  the  primary  responsibiUty.  Let  then 
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give  the  money,  to  the  Qovernor  absolutely 
without  condition,  without  even  discussing  his 
policy,  or  asking  him  what  it  was ;  for  if  they 
adopted  this  course  they  had  no  right  to  ask 
him.  He  acknowledged  that  the  Home  Go- 
Tenunent  had  sent  out  a  man  of  consummate 
ability  to  settle  he  difficulties  of  the  colony, 
and  why  should  they  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  that  which,  however  much  they  might 
doubt  it,  might  be  successful  if  they  threw  no 
obstacles  in  its  way  ?  He  believed  almost  any 
policy  would  be  successful,  in  the  hands  of  such 
a  man  as  Sir  George  Grey.  But  it  had  been 
su^ested  that  this  way  of  doing  things  would 
not  work,  that  obstacles  would  be  found  every 
day,  and  that  they  had  no  right  to  bind  Minis- 
ters to  work  it  out  if  they  did  not  like.  He 
admitted  that.  They  did  not  want  to  bind 
Ministers,  but  would  say  to  Sir  George  Grey, 
"  Carry  out  your  policy  by  what  agents  you 
think  best ;  we  do  not  bind  you  down  to  em- 
ploy our  men,  unless  you  and  they  can  agree." 
The  (Colonial  Secretary  had  supposed  a  case  in 
which  there  might  be  difficulty— the  Governor 
proposing  to  erect  a  Native  province  in  the 
midst  of  this  province.  Well,  if  such  were  pro- 
posed, it  would  be  for  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
say  whether  it  interfered  with  the  privileges  of 
British  colonists  under  the  Constitution  Act, 
and,  if  it  did,  Ministers  would  refuse  to  carry  it 
oat,  come  down  to  this  Assembly,  and  lay  the 
case  before  them.  Then  they  would  leave  His 
Excellency  to  take  the  responsibility  on  him- 
self ;  there  was  no  difficulty  there.  This  was 
the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  this  incubus  on  the 
progress  of  New  Zealand,  which  was  resulting 
in  a  difficulty  that  would  one  day  tear  New 
Zealand  asunder.  Now  was  the  time  for  the 
House  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  now — and 
probably  for  the  last  time — had  it  in  their 
power  to  maintain  New  Zealand  a  united  co- 
lony, as  he  should  wish  to  see  it ;  for  it  was  this 
that  stung  a  large  body  of  our  colonists  to  the 
core — the  feeling  that  their  interests  had  been 
neglected,  while  the  Legislature  had  been 
seeking  after  doctors  for  Maori  evils.  But  if 
the  coarse  which  he  advocated  were  adopted 
the  colonists  would  feel  that  their  affairs  were 
being  attended  to.  On  the  answer  the  House 
would  give  to  this  question  of  Ministerial  rela- 
ticms  depended  not  only  the  w'lole  question  of 
Native  aJSaiis,  but  also  all  the  relations  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  between  its  different 
portions. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  deeply  regretted 
the  absence  from  among  them  of  one  whose 
high  intellect  and  great  mind  could  show 
them  how  this  question  might  be  dealt  with 
while  a  proper  regard  for  justice  to  all  was 
maintained.  No  one  who  heard  Mr.  Rich- 
mond announce  his  poUoy  in  1858  could 
have  failed  to  be  surprised  that  they  should 
be  found  desirous  to  retrace  their  steps.  It 
was  vain  to  say  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  were  Altered — that  the  doctrines  then 
approved  were  no  longer  applicable.  He  Would 
admit  that  the  circumstances  were  very  much 
changed,  from  intestine  commotions  within 
themselves.  The  principles  enunciated  in  1858 
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were  very  different  from  the  principles  he 
had  the— misfortune,  he  was  going  to  say,  to 
hear  that  evening.  It  was  true  peace  then 
reigned,  and  war  had  since  raised  an  ill-feeling ; 
nevertheless  it  was  idle  to  say  circumstances 
had  so  changed  as  to  render  necessary  a 
departure  from  the  principles  of  the  acts  of 
1858.  It  could  never  be  said  that  any  change 
could  relieve  them  of  the  responsibility  given 
them  by  the  British  Parliament  when  they 
gave  them  their  Constitution.  The  word 
"  trustee  "  had  been  used ;  it  was  perfectly 
undeniable  that  when  the  Constitution  was 
given  them  they  received  the  right  to  make 
laws  for  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  New 
Zealand.  But  he  thought  they  were  altogether 
going  away  from  the  proper  consideration  of 
the  matter  which  had  been  laid  before  them  by 
the  Government.  The  House  was  frightening 
itself  by  a  bugbear  which  really  had  no  exist- 
ence except  in  the  imagination  of  some  honour- 
able members  professing  to  have  some  know- 
ledge of  Native  affairs.  He  felt  very  strongly 
on  this  question.  It  was  in  Contemplation  of 
difficulties  arising  when  Sir  George  Grey  would 
arrive  that  he  laid  before  the  General-  Assembly 
the  resolutions  of  1861,  upon  which  Ministers 
up  to  this  time  had  acted.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive how  any  one — and  more  particularly  any 
one  placed  in  the  position  of  Native  Minister-— 
could  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  coming  to  some 
conclusion  for  the  abolition  of  the  irresponsible 
Native  Department.  When  he  said  he  spoke 
with  no  evil  disposition,  the  honourable  mem- 
mber  for  Cheviot  would  believe  him.  He  said 
there  never  could  be  better  men  than  the  three 
men  who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Native  Office. 
Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Bogan  were 
three  as  good  men  as  could  anywhere  be  found 
for  certain  duties ;  but,  when  it  was  proposed 
that  the  Native  affairs  should  be  transferred  to 
the  colonists,  they  could  not  understand  the 
feeling  which  demanded  that  change.  The 
plan  of  the  Native  Office  was  to  do  nothing, 
propose  nothing,  and  let  matters  take  their  ovm 
course.  The  moment  the  Governor  arrived,  he  . 
found  the  resolutions  of  1861  enabled  him  to 
issue  his  orders  with  a  certainty  that  hifl 
directions  would  be  parried  out  by  his  Ministry 
with  the  readiness  they  sometimes  required. 
If  they  now  wanted  the  Governor  to  take  back 
the  old  Native  Office,  he  was  quite  sure  nonek 
of  those  gentlemen  he  mentioned  would  enter 
it.  He  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  revert 
to  an  irresponsible  Native  Department — that 
status  quo  ante — which  was  driven  back  last 
session.  Having  passed  the  resolution  last  Ses- 
sion, and  induced  His  Excellency  to  act  upon 
it,  how  could  they  now  ask  him  to  set  on  one 
side  the  policy  it  advised  ?  The  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Gillies)  said  the  Acts  of 
1858  were  only  machinery.  He  advised  him  to 
give  attention  to  the  speeches  of  the  Colonic 
Treasurer  and  the  Native  Minister  four  years 
ago,  with  which  those  Acts  were  introduced. 
They  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that  the 
Governor  should  make  laws.  It  was  nonsense 
to  say  they  did  not  undertake  a  "  trust " — 
they  did  so,  and  they  should  fulfil  it ;  it  was 
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particnlarly  certain  they  had  no  right  now  to 
turn  lonnd  and  say  there  was  no  trust.  He 
diiEered  from  the  concluding  portion  of  the  reso- 
lution, but  it  ought  not  to  be  met  with  a  direct 
negative.  Let  them  have  the  counter  proposi- 
tion. He  doubted  whether  any  member  of  the 
House  could  define  Native  affairs,  or  could  draw 
the  line  between  what  were  and  what  were  not 
Kative  affairs.  When  the  great  mind  of  Wil- 
liam Bichmond  failed  to  draw  the  line,  he 
doubted  whether  any  man  in  that  Assembly 
now  had  the  power  to  do  that  which  William 
Bichmond  could  not  do.  Define  it  as  they 
might,  it  was  a  pleasant  fiction  to  suppose  that 
the  Native  Minister  or  any  other  Minister 
would  rule  in  Native  affairs  while  Sir  George 
Grey  was  in  the  country.  Nobody  would  be 
able  to  say,  while  Sir  George  Grey  Was  in  the 
country,  "I  rule  in  Native  affairs,"  or  pre- 
tend to  know  His  Excellency's  mind — he  had 
such  great  faith  in  the  sagacity,  the  judg- 
ment, and,  above  all,  the  inscrutableness  of 
the  man.  He  wanted  to  see  the  line  drawn 
which  would  show  where  the  Governor  should 
«M)t,  and  where  he  should  not ;  that  line  could 
not  be  drawn — the  interests  of  the  Maoris  and 
the  interests  of  the  settlers  were  so  mixed  up 
that  no  man,  not  even  His  Excellency,  could 
attempt  to  divide  them.  In  the  feud  at 
Kaipara  the  other  day  the  interests  were  mixed 
up ;  in  the  road  to  the  Waikato  the  interests  of 
the  two  races  were  involved.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  say  how  they  could  be  separated. 
What  position  would  Ministers  be  placed  in  if 
in  such  matters  they  were  to  have  no  voice  7 
The  policy  had  been  called  a  sham,  but  it 
would  be  a  far  greater  sham  that  Natives  should 
govern  European  affairs.  It  was  no  use  saying 
you  cannot  get  responsibility  ;  you  have  it,  and 
nothing  can  divest  you  of  the  duty  of  taking 
some  share  in  the  management  of  the  Native 
affairs.  They  had  a  very  high  duty  to  perform. 
Their  duty  was  to  keep,  not  to  yield,  their  rights 
to  the  Maori  people,  still  less  to  abandon  them. 
They  could  not  say,  **  We  will  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  you — go  to  the  Governor." 
They  should  never  let  go  their  responsibility 
nntU  the  settlers  of  Taranaki  had  been  restored 
to  their  homes  and  property,  and  to  the  com- 
forts they  were  deprived  of.  It  was  impossible 
to  get  entire  responsibility,  and  it  was  impos- 
.sible  to  withhold  responsibility.  There  were 
■some  things  in  which  they  never  could  get  it. 
They  could  never  get  the  control  of  the  Queen's 
troops.  As  for  the  Taranaki  settlers,  what  had 
they  done  for  them?  Uow  had  they  treated 
tbem  7  They  gave  them  a  paltry  £25,000 ;  but 
were  they  to  be  content  witJi  doing  that  7 
Were  they  going  to  hand  them  over  to  one 
man,  as  by  negativing  this  resolution  they 
effectually  would  do  7  No,  not  even  if  that 
man  were  the  inscrutable  Sir  George  Grey  him- 
self. They  should  not  leave  it  to  his  conclusive 
mind  to  say  what  should  be  done.  Let  them  not 
practically  reverse  the  decision  they  had  come 
to.  If  they  could  not  agree  to  the  resolution 
they  should  be  prepared  to  agree  to  some  other 
resolution.  The  country  looked  to  them  in 
this  crisis  to  give  their  consideration  and 
Mr.  DilUm  BeU 


advice  to  the  Governor.  Above  all,  the  ooim- 
try  would  look  to  them  to  keep  before  his  ejret 
his  duty  to  Taranaki. 

Major  RICHABDSON,  after  referring  to  soma 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  fv 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  spoke  as  to  the  sb- 
Burdity  and  cruelty  of  telling  the  Tanatki 
sufferers  to  wait  the  issue  of  a  policy  not  emt 
yet  sketched  out — which  he  compared  to  telling 
a  subject  in  the  agonies  of  death  to  wait  till  yov 
had  made  some  experiments  on  another  ina  itate 
of  health.  He  said  he  had  used  his  best  at- 
deavours  but  could  not  make  out  this  resolntian. 
It  seemed  impossible  to  him  that  there  conldbe 
any  such  thing  as  responsibility  to  this  Hcose 
in'Native  matters.  He  would  not,  perh^s,  n 
much  object  to  the  resolution  itself;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  views  expressed  by  its 
mover,  nor  with  the  policy  indicated  in  tlie 
Native  Lands  Bill.  It  was,  in  his  oinnicB, 
utterly  unjust  for  this  House  to  legislate  in  (he 
Maori  question,  the  original  contract  having 
been  between  the  Crown  and  the  Maoris — that 
was,  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  which  he  belief 
the  veriest  sham  and  delusion  that  had  eva 
appeared  in  the  political  affairs  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  the  bitter  fruits  of  which  themselves 
and  their  Maori  friends  were  now  reaping.  Fur- 
ther, the  terms  of  the  Boyal  InstrucUoni  to 
His  Excellency  made  this  Ministerial  respon- 
sibility an  utter  impossibility,  for,  after  in- 
structing him  to  confer  with  his  £xeeative 
Council,  it  was  said, — 

"  Provided,  also,  that  nothing  herein  eon- 
toined  shall  prevent  your  exercising  the  seven! 
powers  and  authorities  SLforesaid,  or  any  d 
them,  without  the  advice  and  concurrence  of 
our  said  Council  in  any  case  or  upon  any  ooea- 
sion  which  may  be  of  such  a  nature  that,  in 
your  judgment,  our  service  would  sustckin  ma- 
terial prejudice  by  consulting  our  said  Council 
thereupon.  And  we  do  authorize  you,  in  yooi 
discretion,  and  if  it  shall  in  any  case  af^jcai 
right,  to  act  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  ocn- 
mitted  to  you  by  our  said  Commission  in  Ofpo- 
sition  to  the  advice  which  may  in  any  soieh 
case  be  given  to  you  by  the  members  of  our  nid 
Executive  Council.  Provided,  neverthelea, 
that  in  any  such  case  you  do  fully  report  to 
us,  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  emj 
such  proceeding,  with  the  grounds  and  reason* 
thereof." 

Such  being  the  case,  though  there  might  be 
responsibility,  there  would  be  no  power ;  uid  «i 
should  not  get  out  of  our  difficulties  at  all  I7 
introducing  the  system  of  Responsible  Govezn- 
ment,  but  we  should  do  best  by  reposing  a 
generotu  confidence  in  the  Governor,  for  if 
there  was  one  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
competent  to  grapple  with  the  present  diffi- 
culties it  was  His  Excellency. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  before  speaking  on  tlie 
question  under  consideration,  would,  as  re- 
ference had  been  made  by  several  hononraUe 
members  to  Taranaki,  thank  tlte  House  for 
the  sympathy  and  liberality  it  had  ^ways 
shown  for  and  towards  the  suffering  Taruuiki 
settlers.  He  also  thanked  the  honourable 
members  who,  during  the  debate,  had  eqoeased 
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^snoh  eaznest  wishes  for  'their  restoration,  and 
lie  hoped  that  the  time  had  nearly  come  when 
«n  end  would  be  put  to  their  troubles.  He  felt 
confident  that  the  House  would  always  treat 
~them  with  liberalitv.  He  disavowed  any  party 
spirit  on  the  vote  he  Was  about  to  give.  He 
certainly  did  not  wish  Ministers  at  this  time  to 
leaTo  those  benches.  Iiet  them  occupy  those 
■eats  until  the  policy  had  had  a  fair  trial.  They 
were  looked  upon  as  the  symbol  of  peace  by  a 
large  party,  both  in  the  colony  and  in  the 
Mother  Country.  But  he,  knowing  all  the 
lacta  of  the  case,  did  not  consider  them  in  the 
least  degree  more  peace-loving  than  the  late 
Ministry.  Were  this  a  party  question — a  vote 
of  confidence — ^he  should  have  no  doubt  as  to 
which  way  he  would  vote,  and  he  believed  he 
-should  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  any  vote  he 
mi(^t  give.  He  could  not  accept  the  pro- 
position of  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
niez«,  that  the  colonists  were  trustees  for  the 
Maoris.  The  Treaty  of  Waitangi  certainly  did 
not  support  such  a  proposition.  By  that  treaty 
Her  Majesty  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  these 
Islands ;  and  for  some  years  the  government 
was  conducted  by  persons  responsible  only  to 
the  Queen.  In  the  course  of  time  a  Con- 
:8titution  was  granted  to  New  Zealand.  Now, 
the  Constitution  was  granted  not  to  a  section, 
but  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony — any 
•one,  whether  Maori  or  European,  could  qualify 
himself  for  the  franchise  and  exercise  all  pri- 
-vileges  conferred  by  the  Constitution.  When, 
-at  the  request  of  the  Assembly,  Qovemor 
Browne  granted  Responsible  Qovemment,  he 
reserved  to  himself  the  exclusive  power  to  deal 
with  Native  aSairs.  This  course  was  approved 
by  the  Home  authorities,  and  remamed  in 
force  until  the  arrival  of  Sir  George  Grey.  It 
was  evident  to  him  (Mr.  Atkinson)  that  till 
xecently  the  Home  Government  had  not  trusted 
^e  colonists — that  it  did  not  believe  in  the 
wisdom  or  goodwill  of  the  Assembly  in  dealing 
'With  Maorr  matters.  But  he  was  glad  to  say 
that  the  Imperial  Government  now  admitted 
'^hat  the  colony  might  be  trusted  in  dealing 
with  the  Maoris.  This  he  drew  from  the  Duke 
«f  Newcastle's  despatches.  He  understood  His 
-Oraoe  to  say  that  he  was  willing  to  hand  over  the 
management  of  Native  aSairs  to  the  colonists, 
and  to  assist  them  at  the  same  time  to  a  very 
-considerable  extent.  That  was  bis  (Mr.  Atkin- 
son's) opinion  of  the  meaning  of  the  despatches. 
The  question  to  deride  was  whether  it  was  ad- 
visable at  this  time  to  interfere  in  itativo 
matters  farther  than  gnuiting  what  supplies 
His  Excellency  might  require.  He  was  decidedly 
adverse  to  any  interference  at  this  time.  The 
.great  object  they  all  had  in  view  was,  if  pos- 
sible, to  save  and  elevate  the  Native  race.  He 
thought  that  would  be  best  obtained  by  leaving 
the  whole  matter  in  the  hands  of  His  Excel- 
ency.  Sir  George  Grey  hod  been  selected  be- 
cause of  his  knowledge  of  and  great  personal 
influence  over  the  Natives  —  because,  in  the 
opinions  of  the  Imperial  Government,  he  was 
the  man  to  cope  with  the  present  difficulties. 
He  considered  this  House  should  be  very  cai^- 
ful  nqt  to  hamper  him  in  any  way.    The  re- 


solution was  to  him  (Mr.  Atkinson)  most  un 
satisfactory — ^no  good  could  come  of  it.  If 
Sir  George  Grey  wanted  advice  he  would  taks 
counsel  of  persons  he  thought  most  able  to  give 
it.  Sir  George  was  the  last  man  to  coosult  a 
gentleman  merely  because  he  happened  to  be  a 
Minister.  In  His  Excellency's  Speech  the  state 
of  Taranaki  was  passed  over  in  silence — not  a 
word  of  sympathy  was  expressed  for  it ;  not  a 
hope  expressed  for  its  restoration.  The  Tara- 
naki members,  feeUng  surprised  at  this  omis- 
sion, and  desirous  to  know  what  was  to  be  done 
for  'Taranaki,  waited,  by  permission,  upon  ffir 
George  Grey.  His  Excellency  said  he  had  only 
seen  them  without  his  Besponsible  Ad'visets 
in  consideration  of  the  condition  of  Taranaki-:— 
that  this  must  not  be  made  a  precedent  now 
there  was  a  Responsible  Government.  He  (Mr. 
Atkinson)  could  not,  of  course,  go  into  partion- 
lars  of  that  interview ;  but  His  Esoelleucy  liacl 
told  them  that  they  must  go  to  the  Ministen 
and  the  House  in  the  first  place  for  an  ex.- 
pression  of  opinion  upon  the  Taranaki  question. 
When  the  House  hod  spoken  ho  should  then 
be  prepared  to  see  them  again,  with  his  Minis- 
ters. To  him  (Mr.  Atkinson)  it  was  quito 'clear 
from  this  that  there  must  be  an  understanding 
somewhere.  By  the  resolution  the  Governor 
was  to  have  Mth  "the  initiation  and  the 
decision  of  questions  where  Imperial  interests 
are  concerned."  If  the  Taranaki  question  was 
not  an  Imperial  question,  ho  would  like  to 
know  what  was.  The  resolution  appeared  to 
divide  itself  into  two  heads — Maori  and  Euro- 
pean. He  was  quite  unable  to  see  that  any 
good  effect  would  be  produced  on  what  was 
called  "the  Native  mind,"  by  passing  this  re- 
solution— it  was  to  Sir  George  Grey  that  the 
Natives  were  now  looking.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Europeans 
that  the  resolution  should  be  negatived.  The 
Ministry  would  be  put  in  a  false*  position — 
under  it  they  would  nave  no  real  powers.  Their 
advice  might  not  be  taken ;  while  in  the  eveffit 
of  any  failure  the  blame  would  be  laid  onthea^ 
and,  through  them,  upon  the  colony.  TkB 
Colonial  Secretary  had  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  progress  in  Native  aSairs ;  he  (tfe. 
Atkinson)  had  very  carefully  read  the  papers 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  could  find  very  little 
to  satisfy  him.  The  papers  showed,  to  bis 
mind,  an  almost  hopeless  state  of  affairs — no 
power,  and  no  order  anywhere.  The  relative 
position  of  himself  to  the  Colonial  Secretatjr 
was  much  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Sheridetn  to 
the  great  Mr.  Fox.  Entering  the  House  of 
Commons  one  evening  after  dinner,  arm-in- 
arm, the  following  conversation  took  place: 
"  I  say.  Fox,  I  can't  see  the  Speaker."  "  Never 
mind,  Sheridan,  I  can  see  two."  Perhaps,  as 
in  this  case,  the  truth  might  be  between  tlie  two 
— the  spirit  of  order  may  be  pervading,  but  be 
(Mr.  Atkinson)  must  say  that  he  \va»  in  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  who  could  not  see 
the  speaker. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  could  not  givo  a 
silent  vote  on  this  occasion.  The  subject  wasa 
little  obscuro  in  itself;  and,  if  there  hod  been 
something  like  dust  in  his  miud  when  enterins 
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npon  the  subject,  the  speeches  he  had  heard 
had  been  calculated  to  make  that  dust  thicker. 
These  speeches  were  very  excellent  and  clear, 
but  so  conflicting  as  to  produce  the  impression 
characteristic  of  that  celebrated  Chancellor 
■who  used  to  sum  up  with  "  I  doubt."  The  truth 
was  the  same  words  had  been  used  by  different 
speakers  in  different  senses,  and  they  had  been 
talking  too  much  of  machinery,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  power.  At  Home,  when  the 
tiiree  powers  of  the  State  were  talked  of,  they 
'well  understood  that  there  was  one  amongst 
them  which,  in  the  event  of  absolute  collision, 
must  and  would  be  predominant.  But  here  in 
tiie  cotony  there  were  two  substantial  powers. 
The  power  of  the  Empire,  represented  oy  His 
Sjxcellency  the  Governor  and  the  Imperial 
troops,  an^  that  of  the  colony,  represented  in 
this  Legislature  and  by  the  power  of  the  purse. 
As  long  OS  they  had  the  power  of  the  purse, 
tbey  had  a  substantial  negative ;  but,  until  they 
could  command  the  movement  of  the  troops, 
no  resolution  of  the  House  would  give  them  the 
^  conmiand,  yet  they  were  at  that  critical  period 
°  of  their  history  when  it  was  necessary  to  have 
tbe  active  power  in  the  colony  single.  To  him 
only  one  way  appeared  possible  of  obtaining 
that  unity.  It  was  that  the  colony  should, 
from  session  to  session,  as  long  as  it  thought 
fit,  voluntarily  lay  down  its  power  of  negativing 
Imperial  action  by  voting  any  reasonable  sum 
of  money  to  be  disposed  of  at  His  Excellency's 
will.  It  had  been  said  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  that  the  Government  could 
not  be  carried  on  in  this  way,  as  Native  affairs 
Isere  so  rarely  unmixed  that  the  line  could  not 
be  drawn.  He  saw  the  difficulty,  but  thought  the 
solution  was  easy.  The  Ministersmight  continue 
to  administer  the  Native  Department  under  His 
Excellency,  and  responsible  to  him.  Nothing 
need  prevent  them.  They  must  not  talk  about 
being  "  mere  clerks  " — the  Colonial  Secretary 
"would  be  the  same  man,  whether  called  respon- 
sible to  His  Excellency  or  to  this  House.  If  there 
■was  cordial  agreement  with  His  Excellency 
things  would  go  on  as  at  present,  and  if  they  were 
at  cross  purposes  no  mechtuiism  the  House  could 
■devise  would  overcome  a  collision  of  wills.  A 
dead-lock  would  come  in  spite  of  mechanism ; 
but,  if  the  course  he  advocated  were  adopted, 
the  colony  would  have  declared  beforehand 
that  it  was  fit  the  Governor  should  bo  supreme. 
He  agreed  with  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the 
colony  would  not  escape  money  responsibility 
by  such  action.  They  could  not  in  any  way 
&c  the  Imperial  Government  to  make  good 
their  expenditure — the  colony  was  responsible. 
It  did  answer  in  money  and  life  for  the  policy, 
whoever  might  be  its  author,  which  was  pursued 
towards  the  Natives.  Taranoki  was  answering 
at  this  moment  for  the  policy  of  the  last  twenty 
years.  There  was  no  escape  from  this  sort  of 
responsibility.  It  was  the  moral  responsibility 
■which  they  should  seek  to  make  one.  Whilst 
saying  this  he  expressed  his  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere.  He  appreciated  the  importance 
of  self-reliance,  and  the  educational  effect  of 
sooh  questions  as  this.  He  saw  that  the  Native 
Mr,  J.  C.  BiehmoHd 


question,  and  their  late  troubles  themselTM,. 
had  brought  a  blessing  which,  thou^  it  oooU 
not  be  expressed  in  terms  of  pounds,  shilling!, 
and  pence,  or  balanced  against  human  Uvss, 
was  not  the  less  a  substantial  benefit — ^it  had 
made  them  soberer  and  more  thoughtful,  is  this 
debate  was  an  evidence.  He  admitted  that  tbsj 
had  a  trusteeship  in  the  case;  but  he  ccnceim 
that,  in  taking  the  course  he  advocated,  Haj 
should  not  be  abdicating  that  tnuteeship,  mi 
fulfilling  the  trust.  He  thought  that  they  best 
fulfilled  their  duty  now  by  confiding  their shtii 
of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  GovenuXr 
guarding  him  to  the  utmost  against  inta- 
ference,  and  only  reserving  to  thu  Houss  tk» 
functions  of  general  criticism,  and  of  ttem- 
sidering  their  position. 
The  debate  was  then  adjourned. 

The    Honse    adjourned    at    half-past  ta 
o'clock  p.m.  until  Monday  next  at  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  28th  July,  1862. 


No  House. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at  tw» 
o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coanci) 
then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   REPREBBNTATIVB8. 
Monday,  28th  July,  1862. 

Minutes— Newspaper  Beporta— Native  Land  Titlet- 
Native  Affairs. 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'ckwk. 
Pkatebs. 

MINUTES. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  Honse  thatu 
error  had  been  discovered  in  the  Joonialtof 
the  18th  July  instant,  in  the  division  that 
occurred  that  day. 

It  was  ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  have  le»w 
to  amend  the  same. 

NEWSPAPER  REPORTS. 

Mr.  WELD  called  attention  to  an  error  tbst 
had  crept  into  a  report  in  the  Independent  of 
the  26th  July,  in  which  he  had  been  made,  l^ 
inference,  to  repudiate  the  Treaty  of  Waitan^: 
whereas  lie  had,  on  the  contrary,  insisted  t^t 
it  was  binding  on  us  to  fulfil  every  point  and 
tittle  of  it. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  referred  to  the  reports  in  fte 
Wellington  papers  as  being  genenJly  incorrect. 
In  particular,  m  his  speech  on  Major  Ricbatd- 
son's  motion  he  was  mode  briefly  to  say  that 
the  Government  were  perfectly  justified  in  what 
they  had  done ;  which  was  quite  inooneet.  H* 
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only  stud  ihej  were  jostified  in  sweeping  away 
ihe  old  IJand  Purchase  Department. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  FOX  and  Mr. 
DHjIiOK  bell,  the  subject  dropped. 

NATIVE  LAND  TITLES. 

ICr.  JOLLIE  moved  for  a  return  of  all 
Enropeaxis  known  to  be  in  occupation  of  Native 
land  in  each  province  of  the  North  Island, 
roecifying  as  minutely  as  may  be  practicable 
"ue  year  when  each  occupation  began,  the 
qiiantity  of  land  held  by  each  individual,  the 
teibe  it  belongs  to,  the  character  of  the  tenure 
— whether  by  sufferance  or  by  positive  lease  or 
agreement — the  amount  of  rent  or  other  con- 
Eider&tion  given,  the  value  of  the  stock  or  other 
property  possessed  by  each  occupant,  the  num- 
ber of  his  family,  and  his  trade  or  profession, 
together  with  a  statement  of  all  prosecutions 
instituted  by  Government  under  the  provisions 
-of  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance. , 

Mr.  FOX  regretted  that  the  Government 
wonld  have  to  oppose  this  motion,  as  it  was 
beyond  their  power  to  give  the  information 
asked.  With  a  single  exception,  none  of  the 
retnms  coald  be  furnished.  That  exception  was 
the  number  of  persons  prosecuted.  The  Go- 
vernment might  just  as  well  be  asked  for  a 
return  of  the  number  of  glasses  of  liquor  sold 
nnlawfully.  They  could  give  the  number  of 
prosecutions,  and  nothing  more. 

The  HoQse  divided. 


Ayxs,  2S. 

Atkinson 

Mason                 Watt 

BeU 

Moorhouse         Weld 

Bntler 

Nixon                 Wells 

Colenso 

Richardson        Williamson,  Jaa 

Onrtis 

Richmond,A.  J.  Wilson. 

Domett 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

■Graham,  R. 

Russell                      Telkr. 

Jollie 

Stafford            'Gillies. 

Noes,  19. 

Brandon 

Graham,  G.       Taylor,  G.  J. 

•Carter 

Henderson        Taylor,  W.  W. 

Byes 

Mantell              Williamson.Jno 

Featherston 

Munro,  J.          Wood. 

FitzOerald 

O'NeUl       • 

Fitsherbert 

O'Rorke                    Teller. 

Pox 

Safmders           Ward. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

ADJODBNED  DEBATE. 

The  debate  was  resomed  on  Mr.  Fox's 
motion. 

Mr.  WARD  defended  the  course  taken 
by  Ministers,  and  said  that  the  relations 
-existing  between  them  and  the  Governor  were 
such  as  the  resolution  so  often  referred  to,  and 
passed  by  the  House  last  session,  indicated 
■snd  justified.  He  referred  briefly  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  in  proposing  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House.  It  wEks  of  a  middle 
'Character,  equally  removed  from  the  doctrine  of 
complete  responsibility  and  from  that  pro- 
foonded  in  the  opposite  extreme.    The  aban- 


donment of  all  responsibility  in  Native  afiaics- 
would  be  a  retrograde  step,  which  he  hoped  tha 
colony  would  not  take.  Under  any  circum- 
stances the  contsd  proposed — to  vote  money 
and  to  decline  any  control  over  its  expenditure 
— would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty.  He  asked, 
would  honourable  members  who  were  prepared 
to  do  that  be  prepared  to  meet  their  consti- 
tuents and  tell  them  they  voted  their  money 
and  would  have  no  voice  in  its  expenditure. 
The  question  at  issue  was  one  affecting  the 
foundation  of  the  Constitution,  and  he  would 
beg  of  honourable  members  to  be  exceedingly 
cautious  in  coming  to  a  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Sir,  the  speech  which  the 
House  has  just  heard  from  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  so  far  fortunate  that  it  was  entirely 
confined  to  the  subject  of  the  motion  now  being 
discussed ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion to  the  House  that,  with  but  trifling  excep- 
tions, the  debate  generally  has  been  confined 
to  the  fundamental  constitutional  question  of 
the  relations  between  the  Mother-country  and 
the  colony  with  respect  to  the  government  of 
the  Natives.  Thus  the  question — one  in  its 
very  essence  of  a  complicated  and  embarrassing 
nature — has  not  been  further  complicated  by 
extrajieous  allusions.  I  propose  to  follow  the 
same  course,  believing  that  this  is  not  the 
occasion  on  which  to  advocate  or  denounce 
any  particular  policy  ;  to  criticise  the  wisdom 
or  the  contrary  of  any  special  act  of  adminis- 
tration ;  to  consider  what  should  be  done,  or 
how  it  should  be  done,  but  who  is  to  do  it.  b 
approaching  the  consideration  of  this  question 
I  am  oppressed,  I  frankly  admit,  by  a  sense  of 
great  responsibility  and  of  very  great  embarrass- 
ment— an  embarrassment  not  sirising  out  of 
the  terms  of  the'motion,  or  of  recent  date,  but 
one  which  I  have  exi>erienced  for'  the  last  six 
years,  during  which  Responsible  Government 
has  been  established  in  this  country.  The 
Postmaster-General  has  fairly  enough  placed 
before  the  House  the  position  of  a  Responsible 
Government  in  a  dependency  of  an  Empire.  It 
is  simply  impossible  that  the  system  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  Executive  to  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  people  can  be  worked  in 
the  same  complete  manner  in  a  dependency  as 
it  is,  or  may  be,  in  an  independent  nation.  In 
the  latter  the  sovereign  Executive  power — 
whether  called  constitutional  King,  or  by  some 
other  name — and  the  Legislature  have  to  deal 
with  each  other  alone.  There  is  no  power  out-^ 
side  of  those  two  bodies  which  can  affect  their 
relations  to  each  other.  But  'with  respect  to  a 
dependency  there  is  always  an  external  power 
capable  of  controlling  and  directing  the  action 
of  the  local  Government.  How  do  we  stand  in 
this  country  with  respect  to  this  outside  con- 
trolling power  7  It  might  have  happened  that 
we  midit  have  been  in  the  same  position  as 
some  Sther  colonies  having  representative 
Legislatures — as  the  Cape  Colony,  from  which 
the  present  Governor  has  last  come  —  that 
no  Ministerial  responsibility  to  control  the  ac- 
tion '  of  the  Governor  i^ad  been  established. 
In  that  case  European  and  Native  questions 
would  be  on  the  same  footing,  and  one  element. 
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tS  fhe  oomplication  which  Borroimded  the  con- 
■datation  of  the  question  in  this  ooontiy  would 
kftve  been  absent.  In  that  position,  too,  I 
will  say,  with  reference  to  the  speech  of  the 
Itononrable  member  for  EUesmere,  we  might 
kave  controlled  the  supplies  voted  as  effectually 
•a  we  could  now  do.  But  in  this  country  the 
diieoi  responsibility  of  the  Executive  to  the 
Irtgislature  in  all  matters  affecting  colonial 
interests  has  only  for  some  yeajrs  been  esta- 
blished. And  I  may  here  observe  that  I  have 
■aver  for  one  moment  contemplated  any  witlk- 
drawing  from  the  system  now  in  operation. 
Kor  am  I  aware  that  any  of  those  witii  whom 
I  am  on  terms  of  political  intimacy  ever 
dreamed  of  any  diminution  of  the  power  and 
influence  which  the  Legislature  now  exercises 
over  the  Executive,  as  tibe  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  seemed  to  infer. 
I  indignantly  repudiate  such  an  assertion.  On 
the  oontrshry,  I  shall  always  maintain,  as  I  have 
hitherto  maintained,  that  the  Oovemment  of 
Che  colony,  in  purely  colonitJ  matters,  should 
ie,  and  can  best  be,  administered  in  deference 
to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  representatives  of 
&B  colony,  and  by  persons  directly  responsible 
to  the  Legislature  for  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
administered.  We  are  thus  in  this  position  of 
difficulty :  that  as  to  one  large  class  of  public 
•flairs  the  Qovetnment  is  entirely  responsible  for 
its  action  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand, 
and  there  is  no  interference  with  that  action-; 
^ile  with  respect  to  another  large  class  there 
ii  a  great  power  outside  the  colony  which  has 
loth  the  right  and  the  will  to  interfere,  as  has 
teen  lately  shown  by  the  very  appointment  of 
6a  George  Grey  to  administer  the  Government. 
Does  the  resolution  now  proposed  by  Ministers 
meet  this  difficulty  ?  To  my  mind,  it  not  only 
does  not  do  that,  but  it  infinitely  and  most 
indefinitely  increases  it.  It  proposes  to  do 
nothing.  There  is  nothing  of  real  power  or 
■igiiificance  in  it.  It  is  mere  empty  words  in 
■0  far  as  it  may  propose  to  establish  any  real 
yower  or  responsibility  as  to  the  administration 
M  Native  affairs ;  while  it  raises  up  an  in- 
definite liability  for  that  administration.  This 
very  indefiniteness  of  the  motion  is  its  chief 
objection.  Except  as  to  a  mere  departmental 
arrangement  it  indicates  nothing  save  a  move- 
inent  in  some  direction — as  a  policeman  might 
■ay  to  a  crowd  in  the  street  "  Move  on,"  with- 
out saying  how  far,  or  where  to.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  give  my  assent  to  more  than  the  first 
portion  o£  it — as  far  as  the  word  "  colony,"  in 
the  seventh  line ;  and  I  may  here  express  some 
■nrprise  that  this  proposition  of  Ministers,  now 
before  the  House  for  some  time,  has,  while  it 
bas  been  opposed  and  objected  to  from  all  sides 
of  the  House,  not  yet  received  any  support 
from  a  single  member.  I  have  been  informed, 
it  is  true,  that  Ministers  claim  the  sptech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  as  sup- 
porting it.'  It  was  not  my  good  fortune  to 
hear  the  whole  of  that  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  but  I  must  bay  that  the  half  of  it 
miioh  I  did  hear  appeared  to  me  to  be  most 
damaging  to  the  mouon.-  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary urged  in  favour  of  the  motion  that  it  is 
Mr.  atafford 


impossible  to  toparate  questions  aSecting  the 
colonists  from  Native  questioiu ;  that  ttiey 
overlapped  bo  oonstontly  that  the  responiQality 
of  deoiaiog  all  matters  relating  to  both  qnci- 
tions  miist  be  in  the  same  huds  to  mnent 
what  he  termed  "a  deadlock;"  aaia  tint 
Ministers  consequently  must  bare  the  ooatnl 
of  Native  questions.  But,  admitting  folly  tha 
overlapping  character  of  the  questions,  how  does 
the  proposition  of  the  honourable  gentlenun 
meet  the  difficulty  7  Nay,  does  it  not  other 
increase  the  liability  of  deadlocks  arising?  At 
the  House  now  understands  the  explsnstioiis 
given  of  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  before  it, 
the  words  "Impenal  questions"  are  to  le 
taken  as  referring  only  to  tiie  employmeokd 
the  Imperial  troops. 

Mr.  FOX.— I  did  not  narrow  it  to  that  aij. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Well,  after  any  ex{^ 
tion  which  may  be  given  of  what  Minirtm^ 
may  or  may  not  intend  by  the  words  "Im- 

eenal  questions,"  I  fail  to  perceive  how  the 
ability  of  a  conflict  and  clashing  of  rsspoo- 
sibility  will  be  avoided  if  Native  question*  an. 
because  they  are  Imperial  questions  also,  to  bt 
controlled  and  decided  by  a  different  machine 
from  that  which  they  propose  should  gorem 
all  other  questions  of  Native  policy  or  admiidi- 
tration.  It  appears  to  me  that  their  propoii- 
tion,  if  affirmed  and  acted  on,  would  only  n- 
move  the  conflict  of  responsibility  and  liability 
to  deadlock  from  minor  and  less  impottast 
questions  to  those  of  the  gravest  character, 
and  which  would  most  permanently  affect  tlu 
Europeans  in  this  country — to  just  those  qoet- 
tions  which  are  matters  of  life  and  death,  and 
of  the  utter  destruction  of  property.  Bat  I 
contend  that  the  distinction  Ministers  seek  to 
make  the  House  believe  to  be  a  perfectly  ea^ 
matter — that  is  to  say,  a  separation  of  Katiw 
questions  and  policy  into  those  which  are  Im- 
perial and  those  which  concern  the  cdiay 
only — cannot  be  made,  simply  becaost  aU 
those  questions,  without  exception,  dqad 
for  their  enforcement  upon  the  same  poiw. 
From  all  or  any  of  them  the  necessity  for  to- 
forcing  obedience  on  the  Natives  may  adae; 
and  whenever  it  does  arise,  whatever  may  W 
the  cause,  the  power  of  enforcing  that  ntoea- 
sary  obedience  is  not  a  colonial  one :  for  aU 
important  military  movements,  whether  to 
repel  external  attack  or  suppress  a  grave  in- 
ternal insurrection,  the  colony  must  for  a  cm- 
siderable  time  depend  mainly  on  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  Mother-country,  the  decision  as  t» 
the  employment  of  which  the  colonial  Hinistiy 
would  not  be  permitted  to  have.  They  should 
not,  therefore,  seek  to  decide  Native  qnestiuu. 
all  of  which  might  necessitate  the  employment 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  an  external  powers 
for  I  repeat  that  no  defined  or  clear  geparstioD 
can  be  made  between  those  Native  qnestiont 
which  might  and  those  which  might  not  bad 
to  the  employment  of  force.  Take,  for  instaaoa, 
the  question  of  the  purchase  of  land  from  tiw 
Natives.  That  is  one  which  Ministeis,  I  pt»- 
sume,  seek  to  decide  on  the  ground  that  it 
intimately  concerns  the  colonists;  and  it 
cannot  be  pretended:  that  it  does  not  inti- 
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mately  concern  their  Uvea  and  properties : 
bat  every  member  of  the  House  wiU  admit 
QuJt  it  is  an  Imperial  qnestion  also.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  my  mind,  less  likely  that  conflicts 
of  responsibility  or  deadlocks  will  arise  if  the 
same  role  is,  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony, 
allied  to  all  questions  of  Native  policy  or  ad- 
ministration. And  that  rule  shoold  hie,  as  it 
was  when  the  late  Governor  and  Ministry 
were  in  office,  that  the  Ministers  should  know 
and  advise  npon  all  Native  questions  whatso- 
ever. Imperial  or  not ;  but  that  the  ultimate 
decision  should  rest  with  the  Governor.  But 
if  that  is  not  to  be  the  rule,  and  there  is  to 
be  a  separation  of  Native  questions  into  those 
as  to  which  Ministers  are  to  have  the  respon- 
sibility and  the  supreme  voice,  and  those 
with  which  they  are  not  to  interfere,  then  it 
is  just  those  grave  questions  which  may 
peril  the  lives  and  property  of  the  colonists, 
which  they  propose  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with,  that  they  should  be  responsible  for.  It 
has  been  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
support  of  his  propostj,  that  the  relations  esta- 
blished between  the  late  Governor  and  his 
Hinisteis  by  the  memoranda  of  1856  were 
swept  away  by  the  legislation  of  1858. 

lb.  FOX. — I  did  not  say  "swept  away;"  I 
said  "  altered." 

Mr.  CARLETON.— I  took  down  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  words,  and  they  were  "  taken 
away." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Wallace  to  make,  in  effect, 
the  EEune  statement;  and  go  far  his  speech 
might,  perhaps,  be  said  to  have  been  in  sup- 
port of  Ministers.  I  am  surprised  that  the 
analytical  mind  of  that  honourable  member 
failed  to  perceive  the  difference  between  the 
powers  of  the  Governor  referred  to  in  the 
memoranda  of  1856  and  those  constituted 
by  the  Acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  in 
1858.  The  distinction  between  those  powers 
is  obvious.  The  first  were  powers  which  the 
representative  of  the  Crown  could  exercise  in 
virtue  of  the  Royal  prerogative,  or  under  the 
prorisions  of  Acts  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
as  the  Constitution  Act  and  others ;-  the  latter 
powers  were  new  ones,  requiring  to  be  esta- 
blished by  some  statute,  either  of  the  Imperial 
or  Colonial  Parliament.  No  statute  conferring 
such  powers  being  in  existence  at  the  time,  the 
late  OoTcmment  came  to  this  Legislature  in 
1853  and  asked  it  to  confer  these  new  powers 
on  the  Governor.  The  Legislature  consented, 
and  passed  the  Acts  in  question ;  and  in  doing 
•0  provided,  very  properly,  that  the  new  powers 
it  was  creating  should  only  be  exercised  by  the 
Governor  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministers  of 
New  Zealand,  who  would  thus  be  responsible 
(o  the  people  for  the  exercise  of  them.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  was  not,  there- 
iote,  justified  in  ascribing  to  me,  or  to  any  of 
tiiosewith  whom  I  acted,  a  disposition  to  with- 
draw from  positions  we  had  formerly  taken, 
keciuso,  while  requiring  in  1858  that  some 
new  powers  conferred  on  the  Governor  of  acting 
in  Native  matters  should  be  used  only  vrith  the 
consent  of  Ministers,  we  now  refuse  to  deman 


entire  Ministerial  responsibility  in  all  NativA 
matters.  I  have  already  said  that  I  objeoted 
to  this  motion  on  account  of  its  vagueness ; 
that,  while  it  failed  to  define  anything — even 
what  is  meant  by  the  word  "Imperial," — it  left 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Imperial  Government 
to  attach  any  signification  it  might  please  to  it, 
and  any  liability  on  the  colony  for  the  Result 
of  the  administration  of  the  government  in 
Native  questions  which  it  might  think  proper 
to  attach.  I  object  altogether  to  this  position 
of  undefined  responsibility  and  uncertain  lia- 
bility. Let  not  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  suppose  that  I  desire,  as  he  might 
infer  from  my  taking  the  view  opposite  from 
himself  of  this  resolution,'  not  to  hold  the  Go- 
vernor accountable  to  this  House  for  what  ha 
may  do  in  Native  matters.  I  hold,  as  strongly 
as  the  hononrablf  membor  or  any  person  could 
do,  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  Governor 
being  accountable  for  the  Native  policy  and 
administration.  We  only  differ  as  to  the  mods 
in  which  that  accountability  is  to  be  insured. 
The  proposition  before  the  House  does  not  in- 
sure it ;  still  less  Would  the  plan  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere  insure  it.  Indeed, 
the  very  essence  of  that  plan — that  Minister! 
should  be  responsible  for  everything — would 
entail,  as  a  necessary  corollary,  that  the  Go- 
vernor would  be  responsible  for  nothing.  The 
posi  tion  was  so  transparent  that  I  am  astonished 
at  the  illogical  conclusion  at  which  the  honour- 
able member  has  arrived  in  his  desire  to  fix 
accountability  on  the  Governor.  I  say  this 
with  the  highest  respect  for  the  acknowledged 
talent  of  the  honourable  member,  and  for  the 
power  of  clearly  expressing  his  opinions  for 
which  he  is  so  famous,  which,  however,  renders 
the  extraordinary  self-delusion  under  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  labours  on  the  present 
occasion  all  the  more  remarkable.  It  is  be- 
cause I  desire  to  hold  the  Governor  account- 
able to  this  House  that  I  by  no  means  will  be 
content  to  liold  the  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite responsible  for  the  Native  policy,  and 
thus  to  transfer  the  accountability  from  the 
Governor  to  them.  I  will  not  place  them  in 
that  position — 

Like  feather-bed  betwixt  the  wall 
And  heavy  brunt  of  oannon-ball. 

If  you  place  fenders  in  the  shape  of  Ministers 
botweeirthe  people  and  the  sovereign  power — 
if  you  put  the  head  of  the  Executive  in  the 
place  of  a.  "  constitutional  sovereign  " — it  is  an 
idle  fiction  to  say  that  you  can  hold  him  per- 
sonally accountable.  Believing  it  to  be  un- 
desirable to  place  the  Governor  in  that  position 
in  Native  matters,  I  belieire  it  to  be  equally 
impossible.  The  Home  Government,  by  ap- 
pointing Sir  George  Grey  when  and  how  it  did, 
to  administer  the  government  on  a  grave  emer- 

fenoy,*will  hold  him  responsible  for  his  oon- 
uct.  His  Excellency  could  not,  even  if  he 
would — of  which  we  have  no  evidence — get  rid 
of  this  responsibility.  Would  it  not,  therefore, 
be  absurd  for  us  to  affect  to  look  to  Ministers 
as  being  responsible  for  Native  matters?  —  to 
place  ourselves  in  the  position  of  being  con- 
tent with  carping  at  or  criticising  their  mea^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


456 


Native  Affairs. 


[HOUSE.]  Nalive  Affairs. 


[JcLi28 


sures,  while  we  profess  to  hold  the  Governor 
irresponsible  ?  The  Governor  can  at  any  mo- 
ment take  up  a  position  of  deep  importance  to 
the  dearest  interests  of  the  colonists  without 
the  possibility  of  this  House  controlling  him. 
The  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  says 
we  can  control  him  by  stopping  the  supplies. 
What  a  delusion  1  although  I  am  almost  tifraid 
to  apply  such  a  word  to  one  whom  I  admire 
so  much  as  the  honourable  gentleman.  This 
House  has  no  such  control ;  it  cannot  stop  the 
only  supplies  which  would  really  interfere  with 
the  most  important  action  by  which  the  Go- 
vernor could  adcct  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country — the  supplies  by  which  the  troops  and 
ships  of  war  are  maintained.  And  when  we 
hear  of  Ministerial  responsibility  in  Nativo 
matters,  we  may  ask  if  it  has  occurred  tliat 
in  all  such  matters  there  was  f.  complete  con- 
cord of  opinion  between  His  Excellency  and 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  Differ- 
ences of  opinion  are  reported  already  to  have 
taken  place,  as  with  respect  to  Coromandel, 
for  instance. 

Mr.  FOX. — Not  tlie  smallest  difference  has 
taken  place,  either  with  respect  to  Coromandel 
or  any  oUicr  mattor. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— If  that  is  the  case,  then, 
as  to  what  has  beun  done  at  Coromandel,  some 
comments  on  tlie  transactions  will,  when 
(uestions  of  policy  are  being  discussed,  be 
made  on  the  conduct  of  some  honourable 
gentlemen  who  expressed  very  decided  opinions 
wo  years  since.  Weall  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellcsmoro  in  recognizing  the 
obligation  under  which  the  colony  lies  to  do  its 
ntmost  in  aiding  to  civilize  and  educate  the 
Kative  race.  Neither  our  sympathies  nor 
efforts  will  be  wanting  towards  this  great  end. 
Kor  have  they  been  so  hitherto.  1  may  refer  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  the  language  used 
by  my  late  colleague,  Mr.  Richmond,  whose 
speeches — or,  rather,  essays — in  support  of 
that  object  during  the  passing  of  the  Kative 
Bills  in  the  session  of  1858  have  elicited 
the  highest  commendation,  not  only  in  the 
colony,  but  in.  the  Mother-country  and  else- 
where, and  were  copied  into  the  Xiondon  Press. 
When  the  present  Nativo  policy — that,  is  the 
attempt  to  civilize  the  Natives  by  means  of 
themselves — was  referred  to  as  a  new  policy,  it 
may  be  remarked  that  the  real  paternity 
of  the  idea,  and  the  legislation  by  which  it  was 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  originated  with  the 
late  Governor  and  Ministry  in  1858.  Had  cir- 
cumstances not  occurred  to  prevent  its  being 
brought  into  operation  at  once,  it  would  have 
been  more  suucesi^ul  than  it  is  now  ever 
likely  to  be.  What  these  ciicomstances  were  I 
am  debarred  from  stating  now,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  never  will  be  stated.  I  will 
letum  to  the  resolution  before  the  House.  In 
view  of  the  impossibility,  in  the  present  state 
of  tho  colony,  of  establishing  one  uniform 
course  by  which  the  Government  of  New  Zea- 
land should  be  guided  in  all  matters,  and  with 
lespeot  to  an  the  conflicting  interests,  this 
resolution  proposes  a  compromise  between 
those  interests — a  compromise  of  a  kind  to 
Ur.  Btafford 


which  I  cannot  assent.  I  too.  Sir,  will  po- 
pose  a  compromise — one  for  which  there  ii 
sufficient  precedent — one  which  was  frequently 
acted  on  by  a  people  who  made  their  pieseose 
felt  in  their  time.  The  Romans,  in  grsv* 
emergencies,  used  to  appoint  a  Dictator  ba 
a  limited  time.  The  Dictator  could  sospend 
any  law  which  interfered  with  his  acting  tor 
the  public  safety  during  his  dictatorship  ;  bat 
when  the  period  had  transpired  he  was  held  (a 
account  for  tho  mode  in  which  he  bad  exercised 
his  great  powers,  when  lie  was  either  rewarded 
or  degraded  and  punished^-even  sometioM 
with  duath.  I  would,  in  tho  present  poeition  of 
this  portion  of  the  colony,  bie  prepared  to  tee 
Sir  George  Grey,  on  any  emergencies  which  may 
occur  in  Native  matters,  act  as  a  Dictator  for 
one  year  with  respect  to  such  emergencies.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  this  House  would  consider 
how  he  had  acted,  and  whether  it  was  fitting 
or  not  that  such  discretionary  power  should  b< 
possessed  by  him. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON.— Sir,  I  hearsomsny 
opinions  expressed  by  the  honourable  membe 
who  has  just  addressed  the  House,  and  by  pre- 
vious speakers,  in  which  I  concur,  that  I  am  in 
some  respects  in  difficulties;  for  if  there  isons 
thing  which  I  hate  more  than  another  it  is  to 
travel  over  ground  that  already  has  been  trod— 
to  repeat  arguments  that  have  already  been 
enforced.  Yet,  after  the  able  manner  in  nhich 
the  resolution  before  the  House  has  been  dis- 
cussed by  both  sides  of  the  House — by  those 
who  support  and  those  who  oppose  it — i  find  it 
difficult — nay,  imjxissiblc — to  avoid  referring  to 
topics  that  have  been  touched  upon  and  fu 
more  ably  handled  than  I  con  possibly  pretend 
to  handle  them.  The  honourable  member  who 
has  just  sat  down,  and  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, have  expressed  the  deep  anxiety  vritii 
which  they  have  approached  the  subject  under 
discussion.  Tho  case,  in  my  opinion,  is  so  plain 
and  simple  that  I  cannot  acknowledge  feeling 
the  slightest  anxiety  about  it,  or  aboQi  the 
result  of  the  debate.  Some  honourable  uan- 
bers  have  felt  themselves  labouring  under  the 
difficulty  of  reconciling  their  present  opi;.'.oos 
with  those  they  have  repeatedly  exprissed 
on  former  occasions  in  this  House.  Ko  bocb 
difficulty  perplexes  or  embarrasses  me.  I 
am  not  here,  like  my  honourable  friend  tic 
member  for  Cheviot  and  other  honounblo 
members,  to  explain  away  or  to  recant  opinions ; 
but,  unlike  those  honourable  members,  I  tin 
here,  I  reiterate,  to  stand  by  every  opinion 
I  have  ever  enunciated  in  regard  to  the 
administration  of  Native  affairs.  Some  hononi- 
able  members,  especially  those  who  had  re- 
cently— or,  rather,  all  of  a  sudden — become 
converts  to  the  doctrine  of  Responsible  Oovaoi- 
ment  in  Native  affairs,  repudiate  the  very  idea  of 
their  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  my  honour- 
able friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government  being 
dictated  by  party  motives  for  party  purposes, 
and  would  fain  persuade  my  honourable  hiend 
and  his  colleagues  on  the  Treasury  bench  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  resolution  being  negatived, 
they  should  bow  to  and  accept  the  decision  of 
the  House — should  stick  to  that  bench,  go  oaas 
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if  nothing  had  happened,  and  prepare  tbem- 
Eelves  for  more  signal  defeats,  ioc  btill  greater 
humiliations.     Coold  I  for  one  moment  believe 
that  my  honourable  friends  ou  the  Treasury 
bench  had  not  made  up  their  minds  to  stand  or 
fall  by  Uie  resolution,  to  stoke  their  existence  as 
a  Ministry  on  the  result  of  the  debate — could  I 
entertain  the  slightest  impression  that  they  are 
to-day,  or  ever  will  be,  prepared  to  abandon  the 
ciffdinal  principle,  the  key-stone  of  the  whole 
Kative  policy — I  mean  the  administration  of 
ITative  affairs  by  Ministers  responsible  to  this 
Honse — I  would  readily  join  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  in  this  or  any  other  motion  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  placing  tbem  on  the 
Treasury  bench.     In  spite  of  their  disclaimers 
I  denounce  this  as  simply  a  party  move,  and 
trust  no  honourable  member  will  allow  liimself 
to  be  deceived  as  to  its  real  character  and  in- 
tent.   It  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  simply 
a  party  movement ;  or  else  why  should  honour- 
able members  opposite  repudiate  and  recant  all 
the  opinions  they  expressed  so  recently  as  Sep- 
tember last  ?     When  I  say  this  is  a  party  move- 
ment, and  must  be  treated  and  regarded  as  such, 
I  entirely   acquit   my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Sllcsmere,  my  honourable  friends 
the  Superintendents  of  Canterbury  and  Otago, 
and  other  honourable   members  near  me  of 
being  parties   to   this  party    movement.     But 
I  repeat  it  is  a  party  movement ;  and,  if  the  re- 
solution be  negatived,  my  honourable  friend  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  and  his  colleagues 
have  no  other  course  open  to  them  than  at  once 
to  place  their  resignations  in  the  hands  of  His 
Excellency.     And  now,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
solution itself,  I  am  loth,  after  this  protracted 
debate  ou  a  question  which  has  been  so   re- 
peatedly discussed  and  decided  by  this  House, 
to  detain  you  ;  but  I  am  nevertheless  anxious, 
if  you  will  permit  me,  very  briefly  to  explain 
some  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  should  sup- 
port the  resolution  of  my  honourable  friend  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.     While  I  readily 
admit  the  importance  of  the  question  submitted 
to  this  House,  and  would  most  frankly  acknow- 
ledge the  gravity  of  the  issues  involved,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  express  my  deep  regret  that  my 
honourable  friend  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  so  readily  adopted  the  course 
suggested  the  other  evening  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot.  He  has,  to  my  mind,  fallen 
into  a  trap,  very  carefully  laid,  very  skilfully 
planned — a  trap  from  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
escape.     It  appears  to  me  that  my  honourable 
friend,  in  consenting  to  define  precisely  the  re- 
lations that  are  to  be  maintained  between  the 
Govemor  and  his  Bespcnsible  Advisers,  either 
in  regard  to  Native  or  other  affairs,  has  simply 
consented   to   attempt  an  impossibility.    No 
nich  demand  in  any  country  enjoying  respon- 
sible institutions  or  parliamentary  government 
has  ever  been  made  by  the  Legislature.   I  need 
not,  therefore,  add  that  no  such  task  has  ever 
been  imposed  upon  any  constitutional  Govem- 
aunt  as  nas  beui  imdertaken  by  my  honourable 
friend  at  the  head  of  this  Government — that  of 
defining  and  reducing  to  vrriting  the  relations 
^>etweeu  the  Crown  or  the  Crown's  representa- 


tive and  their  Responsible  Advisers.  It  has,  in 
the  course  of  debate,  already  been  correctly 
stated  that  Besponsible  Government  in  Eng- 
land rests  upon  no  law ;  that  the  British  Consti- 
tution nowhere  declares  the  responsibility  of 
Ministers,  but  simply  secures  it  by  a  tacit  un- 
dersttuiding  between  the  Crown  and  the  Com- 
mons. I  may  further  observe  that  even  the 
IJabinet  is  not  a  body  recognized  by  law  or  by 
the  Constitution,  and  that  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  define  the  relations  between  the  Crown 
and  the  Crown's  Responsible  Advisers.  In  il- 
lustration or  proof  of  this  I  may  refer  honour- 
able members  to  the  difference  which  many 
years  since  arose  between  Her  Majesty  and  her 
then  Advisers  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
of  the  ladies  of  the  bedchamber.  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  the  Prime  Minister,  claimed  the  right 
of  appointment.  Her  Majesty  demurred. 
The  whole  question  was  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  it  gave  riso  to  a  long  and  exciting  de- 
bate. Parliament  ultimatt^ly  deciding  that 
the  position  insisted  upon  by  Sir  Robert  Peel 
was  untenable  and  unjustifiable.  I  submit  that 
this  case  shows  that  any  dispute  arising  be- 
tween the  Crown's  representative  and  his  Ad- 
visors must  be  referred  to  and  decided  by  the 
Legislature.  But  it  appears  to  me  stradge  that 
honourable  members  cannot  perceive  that, 
if  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  define,  or 
unwise  to  attempt  to  define,  the  relation  be- 
tween the  Crown's  Advisers  and  the  Sovereign, 
who  is  responsible  to  no  one,  then  it  must 
be  still  more  difficult,  still  more  impossible, 
to  define  the  relation  between  his  Respon- 
sible Advisers  and  the  Governor  of  a  colony, 
who  is  specially  charged  with  Imperial  inter- 
ests, and  who  is  responsible  for  the  proper 
guardianship  and  protection  of  those  interests 
to  the  Imperial  Government.  But  any  attempt 
to  define  those  relations  in  this  colony,  in- 
habited by  a  Native  race  just  emerging  from 
barbarism,  must  bo  still  more  hopeless;  for, 
before  you  can  attempt  any  such  definition, 
you  are  bound  to  specify  and  define  how  far 
Native  interests  are  Imperial  interests,  and  you 
are  further  called  upon  to  draw  a  line  of  de- 
marcation between  these  Native  —  these  Im- 
perial— interests  and  interests  purely  colonial. 
I  need  not  say  that  this  is  a  hopeless,  an  im- 
possible task.  Colonial,  Native,  ajid  Imperial 
mterests  are  so  interwoven,  so  entangled,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  separate  them — impossible  to 
(ay  where  Imperial  interests  begin  or  end,  and 
therefore  it  is  utterly  absurd,  utterly  childish, 
to  attempt  to  define  the  relations  between  the 
Govemor  who  is  speci&lly  charged  with  Imperial 
interests — who  cannot  possibly  divest  himself  of 
his  responsibility  in  regard  to  those  interests 
to  the  Imperial  Government — and  his  Respon- 
sible Advisers.  These  relations  are  of  so  deli- 
cate a  nature ;  they  vary  so  much  from  day  to 
day ;  they  are  so  constantly  changing ;  they  de- 
pend so  much  upon  the  good  sense,  upon  the 
common  sense,  upon  the  tact  and  discretion  of 
the  two  parties  concerned — th  e  Governor  and  his 
Advisers — that  it  is,  I  repeat,  utterly  impossible 
to  lay  off  a  boundary-line  between  them.  It  is 
upon  these  grounds   that   I  regret  that  my 
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faononnble  friend  has  adopted  the  suggestion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  the  present  resolution,  with 
*  view  of  defining  relations  which  are  unde- 
finable.  In  making  these  remarlcs  it  will  not  be 
supposed  that  I  am  adverse  to  the  adoption  of 
Hmisterial  responsibility  in  the  administration 
of  Kative  affairs,  as  far  as  practicable ;  for 
bonourable  members  who  had  seats  in  this  House 
in  1856  will  remember  that  when  the  present 
Attomey-Oeneral,  who  was  then  Premier,  and 
his  then  colleague,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  brought  down  to  the 
House  a  memorandum  agreed  to  between  them- 
selves and  the  late  Qovemor,  in  which  were  set 
out  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Governor 
would  consent  to  the  introduction  of  Besponsible 
Government,  I  was  one  of  a  minority  which 
protested  against  the  acceptance  of  that  me- 
morandum. I  then  declared  that,  if  the  ad- 
ministration of  Native  affairs  was  vested  in 
the  Governor,  if  it  was  withdrawn  from  his 
Besponsible  Advisers,  Besponsible  Government 
was  a  mere  sham  and  delusion.  I  did  then 
earnestly  implore  and  entreat  this  House  not 
to  accept  Busponsiblo  Government  with  any 
such  condition,  any  such  stipulation,  annexed 
to  it.  I  then  believed,  as  I  still  believe,  that,  as 
the  peace  of  the  whole  colony,  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  two  races  inhabiting  it,  depended 
mainly,  if  not  exclusively,  upcai  the  manner  in 
which  the  delicate  relations  subsisting  between 
Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Natives 
were  handled  and  treated,  it  was  an  act  of  sheer 
madness  to  intrust  the  management  of  Native 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  a  Governor  who,  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  must,  in  assuming  the 
government  of  this  colony,  be  utterly  ignorant  of 
everything  connected  with  it,  and  esx>ecially 
ignorant  of  everything  relating  to  Native  mat- 
ters, and  yet  who,  by  this  House  agreeing  to 
the  conditions  then  proposed,  would  necessarily 
be  forced  to  seek  and  require  information,  not 
from  Ministers  enjoying  the  confidence  of  and 
lesponsible  to  this  Ilouse,  but  from  subordinate 
officers  wholly  irres^ionsiblo  for  the  advice  they 
gave — it  might  be  from  officers  not  only  incom- 
petent, but  disposed  in  every  way  to  run  counter 
to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  colony.  I  pointed,  out  that,  as  long 
as  any  control  over  the  administration  of  Na- 
tive aiSairs  was  denied  to  this  House,  there  was 
no  inducement  held  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to— there  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  —  moke  themselves  acquainted 
with,  or  take  the  slightest  interest  in.  Native 
«Sairs,  and  that  therefore  Native  affairs  would 
be  grossly  mismanaged,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Natives  still  more  grossly  neglected.  That 
Kative  affairs  have  been  grossly,  mismanaged, 
I  apprehend  few,  if  any,  will  deny;  that  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  have  been  still  more 
grossly  neglected  we  have  the  admissions  both  of 
the  late  Governor  and  of  the  late  Ministry.  The 
opinions  I  then  entertained  were  so  fully  stated 
that  the  late  Governor  thought  it  expedient  to 
bring  them  under  the  special  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies.  Though  a  very  considerable 
Dr.  Ftathertton 


minority  in  this  House  eonentrad  in  Sum 
views,  I  am  iibe  to  confess  that  they  did  not  it 
the  time  find  mnch  favour  outside  oi  it,  soi 
that  the  periti,  as  they  hava  been  teimad,  ex- 
pressed a  very  decided  repugnance  to  them.  Tbs 
late  Governor,  when  the  question  of  MinirtezisI 
responsibility  in  regard  to  Native  affairs  was 
first  broached,  addressed  a  ciroolac  letter  ts 
some — I  do  not  know  how  many 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Sixty. 

Dr.  PEATHEBSTON. of  these  ifxaOA 

periti,  requesting  their  opinion  upon  it;  tad 
the  whole  of  this  periti,  including  the  highest 
dignitaries  in  the  several  churches,  comurisiag 
the  chief  offioi>rs  connected  with  the  NatiTC 
Department,  and  all  who  were  in  any  way  (op- 
posed to  have  knowledge  of  the  Natives,  d»- 
nounced,  with  two  exceptions,  the  doctrine  «l 
Ministerial  responsibili^  in  regard  to  Natiw 
affairs  as  a  villainous  heresy.    Who  were  the  two 
individuals  who  dissented  from  the  dennneia- 
tion  of  the  doctrine  of   Ministerial  responsi- 
bility ?     I  believe  that  I  am  right  in  stating— 
but  honourable  members  will  correct  me  if  I 
am  wrong — that  Mr.  Atkins,  an  old  settler  at 
Kaipara,  was  one ;  but  I  know  that  the  othsr 
was  Archdeacon  Hadfield.    And  now  I  cannot 
help  saying,  after  the  aspersions  cast  upon  that 
gentleman^-after  the  unfair,  the  ungenoons, 
the  unjust  treatment  he  received  at  the  hands 
of  this  House  two  years  ago — after  the  ehaige 
then  made  against  him  of  an  undue  leaning 
towards  the  Natives — I  cannot  help  saying  that 
a  more  complete  answer  to  those  insinnationi, 
to  those  charges,  could  not  have  been  given— a 
more  triumphant  vindication  of  his  honour  and 
character  could  not  have  been  by  himself  de- 
sired— than  is  afforded  by  this  simple  &Kt :  Hat, 
while,  some  six  years  ago,  this  House,  snppoael 
to  represent  the  colony,  assented  to  the  witit- 
drawal  from  its  control  of  the  administratJcn 
of  Native  affairs — while  at  the  same  time  tht 
whole  of  the  periti  consulted  by  the  Govemoc 
reprobated  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  the 
very  idea  of  handing  over  the  management  o( 
Native  affairs  to  the  General  Assembly — Arch- 
deacon Hadfield,  with   the  exception  I  faais 
mentioned,   was  the   only  man  who  had  tht 
courage  to  stand  forth  and  declare  that  he  had 
implicit  faith  in  the  honesty,  integrity,  and 
justice  of  bis  fellow-countrymen — such  faeliei 
in  representative  institutions — such  confideuM 
in   the   General  Assembly,  that  he   urged  M 
strongly  as  he  well  could,  and  by  arguments  a* 
cogent  as  could    be  well  employed,  the  ex- 
pediency and  policy  of  intrusting  the  adminis- 
tratron  of  Native  affairs  to  Ministers  responsiUa 
to  this  House.    I  repeat  that  a  more  eomplets 
answer  to  a  charge  was  never  given,  a  mon 
triumphant  vindication  of  his  character  vai 
never  afforded  to  any  man  thaji  has  been  afforded 
to  Archdeacon  Hadfield  by  the  simple  fact  tint 
some  six  years  ago  he  expressed  far  greater  con- 
fidence in  the  sense  of  justice  which  voald 
guide  this  House  in  its  dealings  with  the  Na- 
tives than  the  House  itself  has  ever  manifested 
in  itself.    If  such  were  the  opinions  I,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  held  in  1866, 1  need  scarcdy 
say  that,  instead  of  reizaoting  or  even  modify- 
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iagtlMin,  we  hare  now  been  strengtliened  and 
oanflnned  in  them  by  the  events  that  have 
tikan  place  during  the  last  few  years — in  short, 
dozing  the  administration  of  the  late  Governor 
under  the  system  of  irresponsible  government 
is  KativB  a&irs.  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  as  far 
M  possible  any  reference  to  past  events,  or  to 
mtive  disoossions  which  woold  only  irritate 
■id  provolce,  without  being  productive  of  any 
beneficial  results.  But  I  must  be  permitted 
to  tamind  this  House  that  the  announcement 
ef  Sir  George  Grey's  reappointment  to  this 
diaay  came  upon  it  like  a  clap  of  thunder ; 
ttat  the  intelligence  was  received  by  many 
vitti  iU-disgnised  feelings  of  disappointment ; 
that  not  a  few  gave  utterance  to  their  suspicions 
that  the  Constitution  would  be  suspended,  and 
that  nothing  short  of  a  complete  dictatorship 
would  sati^  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey. 
It  was  mainly,  I  believe,  owing  to  these  insinua- 
tions that  the  House  was  induced,  before  it 
ekised  its  session,  to  pass  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  Ministerial  responsibility  in  regard  to 
Hative  affairs  which  was  moved  by  my  honour- 
•Ue  friend  the  member  for  Wallace.  That 
tesdntion  was  intended  as  a  public  protest 
against  Sir  Geoi^e  Grey's  supposed  designs 
upon  the  Constitution — as  a  stsmding  protest 
igunst  Native  afiairs  being  any  longer  oon- 
mcted,  except  on  the  principle  of  Ministerial 
nspoDsibility.  So  dreadfully  alarmed  were 
some  honourable  members  then  lest  Sir  George 
Qtey  should  take  by  storm  the  rights  and  privi- 
Isges  conferred  by  the  Constitution  ;  so  de- 
tomined  were  they  to  prove  themselves  the  zea- 
bns  guardians  of  constitutional  government 
that,  without  waiting  for  His  Excellency's  ar- 
rival— without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining his  views  or  intimating  his  intentions — 
they,  as  it  were,  condemned  and  convicted 
him  unheard  and  unseen,  and  with  unseemly 
haste  passed  the  resolution  which  has  been  in 
this  debate  so  often  referred  to — a  resolution 
in  which  they  virtually  dared  and  defied  him 
to  suspend  the  Constitution,  or  in  any  way  to 
riolate  it — a  resolution  in  which  they  declared 
the  conditions  upon  which  alone  they  would  re- 
oognixeor  receive  him — in  short,  a  resolution  in 
wuch  they  intimated  that  their  ultimatum  was 
His  Ezoellency's  unconditional  acceptance  of 
the  principle  of  Ministerial  responsibility  in 
Native  affairs.  Now,  let  me  ask  honourable 
members  who  stood  in  such  awe  of  Sir  George 
Oiey's  supposed  designs  upon  the  Constitution 
whether  any  one  of  their  insinuations  has  been 
borne  out — whether  any  one  of  the  predictions 
they  then  hazarded'  has  been  fulfilled  ?  Sir 
George  Grey  arrives,  and  what  are  the  steps 
he  tidkes  7  Does  he  suspend  the  Constitution  7 
Does  he  proclaim  himself  sole  Dictator  7  Does 
he_  attempt  to  curtail  any  one  of  your  rights  or 
{crvileges  7  Does  he,  in  short,  jostify  you  in 
•ay  (me  of  the  accusations  or  insinuations  you 
himed  at  him  7  So  far  from  fulfilling  any  one 
of  these  predictions,  he  no  sooner  arrives  in  the 
eidony  tiian  he  proceeds  to  investigate  the 
oaoses  of  past  disorders ;  and,  having  satisfied 
himself  that  the  chief  cause  of  the  disease  was 
VaaX  specified  in  your  Tesolution  of  last  Sep- 


tember— namely,  the  administration  of  Native^ 
affairs  by  the  Governor  independent  of  his 
Ministers — he  at  once  declares  that  henceforth 
Her  Majesty's  representative  will  be  guided  in 
Native  matters,  -  as  well  as  in  all  others,  by 
Ministers  responsible  to  the  House.  Does  he 
attempt,  as  has  been  so  sedulously  and  indus- 
triousfy  circulated,  to  thrust  upon  the  colony 
the  expenses  of  the  past  war,  or  to  increasa 
the  burdens  you  have  already  imposed  upon 
yourselves?  So  far  from  this  that,  while  ha 
asks  for  a  further  contribution  of  some  £24,000 
for  Native  purposes,  he  offers  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  a  contribution  of  some  £25,000 
which  you  had  pledged  yourselves  to  pay  to-  the 
ImjMrial  Government  as  your  contribution  to 
the  expense  of  the  troops.  Does  he  attempt  to 
force  upon  the  colony  schemes  or  a  system  of 
government  for  the  Natives  exclusively  his 
own  7  I  was  surprised  to  hear  my  honourable 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government  state  the 
other  day  that  the  scheme  of  Native  govern- 
ment before  the  House  was  Sir  George  Grey's  ; 
for  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  His  Excel- 
lency, in  the  scheme  of  government  he  has 
framed,  has  simply  applied  and  embodied  th». 
recommendations  of  the  Waikato  Committee 
and  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministers  conveyed  in. 
various  memoranda.  I  again  ask  whether  & 
single  accusation  or  insinuation  hurled  at  His 
Excellency  before  his  arrival  has  been  borne 
out  by  his  proceedings.  The  difficulty  I  feel  in 
this  matter  is  simply  to  ascertain  what  honour- 
able members  who  oppose  the  resolution  really 
mean.  It  is  in  substance  precisely  the  same 
as  the  one  which  they  adopted  last  session 
without  a  division.  Am  I  to  infer  that  honoot- 
able  members  have  chcmged  their  opinions, 
ind  that  they  are  now  unwilling  to  accept  any 
responsibility  in  Natiye  affairs  7  If  so,  we  are 
surely  entitled  to  know  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  have  changed  their  opinions.  It  CEumot 
be  on  the  ground  that  they  are  afraid  of  being 
asked  to  defray  the  cost  either  of  the  past  war 
or  of  the  proposed  Native  institutions ;  for,  in 
the  first  pui&e,  the  sum  now  demanded  for  Na- 
tive purposes  is  less  than  the  amount  they 
pledged  themselves  last  session  to  pay.  In  the 
second  place,  the  resolution  itself  expressly  re- 
pudiates any  such  liability ;  and  in  the  said 
plan  one  of  the  proposals  of  the  present  Minis- 
try is  that  the  sum  to  be  asked  from  this 
House  shall  not,  for  the  ensuing  period  of  five 
years,  exceed  £50,000  a  year ;  and,  further,  you 
have,  as  has  been  repeatedly  stated,  the  pledge 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  that  the  Imperial 
Government  will  be  ready  to  treat  the  colony, 
in  regard  to  military  expenditure,  "  with  as 
much  indulgence  as  their  duty  will  permit,  on 
the  subject  of  the  charges  of  military  protection 
and  the  number  of  troops  to  be  maintained  in 
New  Zealand."  Still  less  can  1  for  one  mo- 
ment believe  that  this  House  is  determined  to 
refuse  to  Sir  George  Grey  that  cordial  co-opera- 
tion which  he  has  asked  and  upon  which  ha 
mainly  relies  for  success  in  the  discharge  of 
the  onerous  duties  he  has  undertaken  at 
great  personal  sacrifices,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
noblest  patriotism ;  and  yet,  if  this  House  te- 
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jects  the  resolution,  I  cannot  see  what  other  oon- 
Btruction  can  be  put  upon  the  matter  than  that 
yon  refuse  to  afford  to  His  Excellency  anjs  even 
the  slightest,  assistance. — (No,  no.) — Honour- 
able members  may  cry  "  No,  no ;"  but  I  repeat 
that  no  other  conclusion  is  dednoible  from  such 
a  determination:  for  His  Excellency  has  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  in  his  despatch  of 
the  30th  November  last  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, intimated  the  kind  of  assistance  which 
he  expected  and  asked  for  from  this  House — 
Assistance  which  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site now  call  upon  you  to  refuse.  His  Excel- 
lency, in  that  despatch,  after  explaining  that 
hitherto  the  Governor  had  retained  the  manage- 
ment of  Native  afiairs  in  his  own  hands,  goes 
on  to  say, — 

"  4.  Under  this  system  there  would  be  two 
Governments  in  the  colony,  which  not  only 
would  not  always  aid  one  another,  but  which 
would  sometimes  act  at  cross-purposes  with 
each  other. 

"  S.  At  the  present  crisis  it  is  quite  impos- 
■ible  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  be 
advantageously  carried  on  under  such  f.  sys- 
tem. I  therefore  immediately  arranged  to  con- 
sult my  Responsible  Ministers  in  relation  to 
Native  affairs  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  all 
other  subjects,  and  in  like  manner  to  act 
through  them  in  relation  to  all  Native  matters. 
U  any  serious  difierence  takes  place  between 
us  on  these  subjects,  I  must,  as  in  other  cases, 
resort  to  other  Advisers,  and  appeal,  in  fact,  to 
the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  STAPFOKD.  —  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  also  read  paragraphs  9  and  10  ? 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  proceeded  to  read 
paragraph^  9  and  10,  as  follows : — 

"  9.  Another  disadvantage  of  the  system  of 
making  the  Governor  chiefly  responsible  for 
Native  affairs  is  that  it  will  be  uiought  that 
the  wars  which  may  arise  under  it  have  sprung, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  from  the  acts  of 
the  representative  of  the  British  Government, 
over  miose  proceedings  the  Colonial  Legislature 
had  but  very  imperfect  control ;  •so  that  it 
would  seem  dif&cult  to  call  upon  that  body  to 
find  the  means  of  defraying  the  cost  of  the  war, 
for  the  origin,  continuance,  or  conduct  of  which 
it  was  only  in  an  indirect  manner  responsible. 

"  10.  Under  the  system  I  have  adopted  the 
Governor  and  Ministers  act  as  mutual  checks 
each  upon  the  other.  If  either  of  them  wishes 
to  force  on  some  proceeding  which  the  other 
pwty  regards  as  unjust  to  the  Natives  or  as 
injurious  to  their  reasonable  interests,  it  is 
known  to  both  that  the  ultimate  appeal  must 
be  made  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  that 
the  justness  of  the  intentions  of  each  party 
will  become  a  matter  of  public  discussion.  It 
is  therefore  reasonable  to  think  that  each  of 
them  would  carefully  consider  the  grounds  on 
which  they  were  acting  before  incurring  the 
cisk  of  ah  appeal  of  this  nature." 

His  Excellency  here  tellsyoa  as  plainly  as  he 
well  could  that  he  cannot  execute  the  mission 
intrusted  to  him ;  that  he  cannot  retrieve  past 
disasters,  and  establish  the  relp '  ions  between 
Hex  Majesty's  Government  and  Uie  Natives  on 
Dr.  Feathtnton 


a  satisfactory  basis ;  that  he  cannot  insure  tts 
future  peace  of  the  colony  or  the  weUan  ot 
both  races,  without  the  assistance  of  this  Hoom, 
without  you  agree  to  the  introduction  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility  into  the  administration  of 
Native  afiairs  as  well  as  of  all  others.  Is  this 
House,  then,  prepared  to  refuse  that  assistance 
which  His  Excellency  claims,  and  to  which  he 
is  so  fully  entitled  7  If  it  is,  it  has  simply  to 
reject  the  resolution  of  my  honourable  biend. 
But  there  does  appear  to  me  to  be  this  fnrtha 
inconsistency  on  the  part  of  those  who  oppose 
this  resolution  :  If  there  is  one  charge  that  his 
been  more  frequently  made  than  any  otheo, 
more  constantly  urged  by  men  of  all  parties, 
against  Sir  George  Grey  it  is  that  during  his 
former  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
colony  he  trusted,  in  managing  the  Natives, 
entirely  to  his  own  personal  influence,  and 
that  as  soon  as  he  left  his  system  at  once  fell 
to  pieces.  Those  who  make  this  chsige 
ought  to  remember  that  at  that  period 
there  were  no  political  institutions,  no  Legis- 
lature, which  could  claim  to  represent  the 
colonists  or  to  be  entitled  to  their  cod- 
fldence  ;  but,  even  admitting  that  there  is  eomt 
foundation  for  such  a  charge,  we  must  alio 
give  His  Excellency  credit  for  the  pains  and 
trouble  he  took  to  gain  that  ascendancy  over 
the  Native  mind  which  ho  then  acquired.  How 
he  acquired  it  I  need  scarcely  inform  you.  He 
gained  it  by  constantly  travelling  through  0» 
Native  districts ;  by  making  himself  known,  not 
only  to  all  the  influential  chiefs,  but  to  their 
whole  tribes ;  by  making  himself  by  personal 
intercourse  acquainted  with  their  wishes,  their 
wants  and  requirements :  he  gained  it  by  him- 
self explaining  the  measures  he  proposed  for 
their  benefit ;  he  gained  it  by  proving  to  them 
that,  while  be  had  the  courage  to  set  at  naught, 
to  run  counter  to,  the  positive  instructions  of 
the  Imperial  Government  rather  than  vioUte 
any  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  Her  Ma- 
jesty by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  yet  that  he 
was  prepared  at  any  time  to  put  down  with  a 
strong  arm  any  attempt  to  dispute  the  n- 
premacy  of  the  Crown.  He  hesitated  not  to 
enforce  the  most  exceptioneU  laws;  and  his 
great  triumph  undoubtedly  was  that  he  ob- 
tained the  willing  acquiescence  of  the  Natives  in 
those  laws — a  triumph  which  he  achieved  hj 
satisfying  and  convincing  the  Natives  that  they 
were  not  merely  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good 
government  of  the  colony,  but  for  their  own 
especial  welfare  and  benefit.  Such  was  the 
means  by  which  Sir  George  Grey  gained  Oie 
confidence  of  the  Natives,  and  succeeded  in 
reconciling  them  to  British  rule.  Is  it,  then, 
fair,  is  it  reasonable,  is  it  just,  to  thrust  again 
upon  His  Excellency  such  an  herculeui  task 
as  that  of  winning  by  his  own  personal  in- 
fluence, by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  the  Na- 
tives back  to  such  allegiance  to  their  sovereign? 
Is  it  consistent  in  us,  who  have  in  times  put 
charged  him  with  having  relied  solely  upon  hit 
own  personal  influence,  now  to  insist  that  ht 
shall  pursue  precisely  the  same  course  that  in 
then  so  vehemently  condemned?  If  there  is 
one  object  at  which  more  than  another  «s 
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ihoold  aim  and  striye,  it  is,  while  not  ignoring 
the  Tslae  of  personal  influence,  of  personal 
attachments,  to  attach  the  Natives  to  our  in- 
stitutions, to  inspire  them  with  the  fullest 
confidence  in  the  representatives  of  the  colony, 
to  make  them,  in  short,  regard  this  House  as  a 
tribunal  to  which  they  may  ever  confidently 
appeal  for  the  removal  of  their  grievances,  for 
the  redress  of  any  wrongs  they  may  be  sufier- 
ing.  And  such  is  precisely,  I  believe,  the  ob- 
ject Sir  George  Orey  has  in  view  in  declaring 
that  henceforth  Her  Majesty's  representative 
most  be  guided  in  the  administration  of  Native 
affairs  by  Ministers  responsible  to  this. House. 
Bat  a  refusal  on  our  part  to  share  with  His 
Excellency  the  responsibility  of  governing 
the  Native  race  will  appear  still  more  mon- 
tttoos  if  we  for  one  moment  consider  the 
position  of  the  colony,  as  regards  the  Natives, 
as  contrasted  with  what  it  was  when  he 
miitted  it  some  nine  years  ago.  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  Sir  Oeorge  Orey  left  tho  Natives  in 
1853  full  of  thanks  and  gratitude  for  his  treat- 
ment of  them.  He  left  them  relying  with  the 
ntmost  confidence  in  the  justice  and  good  faith 
of  the  British  Government ;  he  left  them  enter- 
taining the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  the 
eolonists;  and,  busily  engaged  in  the  pursuits 
of  industry,  he  left  them  at  the  same  time  impo- 
tent for  mischief— he  left  the  colony  after  havmg, 
by  disarming  the  Natives,  rendered  a  Maori 
war  well-nigh  impossible.  I  need  not  ask  what 
is  the  state  he  finds  the  colony  in  on  his  retnm. 
It  is,  I  regret  to  say,  exactly  the  reverse  of  what 
it  was  when  he  left.  Throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  he  finds,  instead  of 
loyalty,  the  Natives  throwing  off  their  allegi- 
ance, brimfnl  of  distrust  and  suspicion  of  the 
Government,  instead  of  those  friendly  feelings  so 
long  manifested  towards  the  settlers ;  he  finds 
them,  almost  in  spite  of  themselves,  coming 
to  regard  them  as  intruders,  as  possible  enemies 
rather  than  as  friends  ;  he  finds  the  colony, 
after  being  plunged  into  a  disastrous  war, 
emerging  out  of  it  by  means  of  an  inglorious 
truce — he  has  to  deplore  the  ruin  and  dissolu- 
tion of  one  of  the  oldest  settlements — a  settle- 
ment that  has  been  justly  termed  the  "  garden 
of  New  Zealand,"  and  one  in  which,  from  his 
long  residence  in  it,  ho  most  ever  feel  a  warm 
interest;  he  sees  before  him  the  prospect  of 
another  war  of  still  larger  dimensions — a  war 
which,  if  once  begnn,  will  speedily  become  a 
war  of  races,  and  will  entail  upon  every  settle- 
ment in  this  Island  far  greater  disasters  than 
have  befallen  nnfortonate  Taranaki:  and  yet 
this  House,  knowing  and  admitting 'all  this, 
recognizing  all  the  difficulties  of  the  position, 
is  asked  by  honotuable  gentlemen  opposite  to 
refuse  His  Excellency  the  only  assistance  he 
seeks  and  claims — an  assistance  to  which,  I  re- 
peat, he  is  most  fully,  most  justly  entitled,  not 
merely  on  account  of  the  debt  of  gratitude 
which  this  colony  owes  him  for  services  ren- 
dered  in  times  past,  but  still  more  for  the  self- 
sacrificing  spirit  he  has  evinced  in  giving  up 
the  government  of  one  of  England's  most  im- 
portant dependencies,  and  in  hastening  to  us 
at  a  moment's  notice  in  this  oar  hour  of  need, 


of  peril,  and  danger.  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  does  not 
aak  you  to  give  him  assistance  in  men  and 
money — he  does  not  call  upon  you  for  a  blood- 
and -treasure  assistance,  for  "a  blood-and- 
treasnre  expenditure"  —  he  does  not  come 
down  to  this  House  and  threaten  you  that, 
unless  yon  are  prepared  to  pay  a  large  portion 
of  the  expenses  of  war,  in  causing  and  in  the 
carrying-on  of  which  you  have  had  no  part,  no 
voice,  he  will  withdraw  the  troops  and  leave 
the  settlers  of  this  Island,  at  any  risk,  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  race  who  are  smarting  under 
a  deep  sense  of  injustice,  and  whose  worst 
passions  have  been  evoked  by  what  they  believe 
a  most  unjust,  wanton,  and  wicked  onslaught 
on  their  homes  and  properties.  Such  is  not 
the  kind  of  assistance  that  His  Excellency 
seeks  at  your  hands.  He  makes  no  demand 
upon  your  pockets,  but  he  appeals  to  the 
highest,  the  noblest  faculties  of  the  human 
mind — to  the  noblest  faculties  of  the  htmian 
heart.  He  does  not  come  down  to  this  House 
to  drive  a  huckstering  bargain ;  but  he  says  in 
plain  and  simple  language,  "  Will  you  share 
with  me  the  grave  responsibilities  which  the 
present  critical  position  of  the  colony  entails  ? 
Will  you,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  aid 
me  with  your  counsel  and  advice  ?  Will  yon, 
as  far  as  you  can,  relieve  me  of  some  of  the 
cares  and  anxieties  incurred  for  your  sake,  and 
for  your  sake  alone  7  I  will  do  my  duty :  are 
you  prepared  to '  do  yours  7  "  Sir,  I  trust  that 
such  an  appeal  Will  never  be  made  to  any  body 
of  Englishmen,  still  less  to  any  representative 
Legislature,  in  vain.  I  do  earnestly  hope  that 
such  an  appeal,  coming  from  one  to  whom 
the  colony  is  so  deeply  indebted,  will  not  be 
spumed  and  rejected  by  this  House.  But, 
should  such,  unhappily,  be  the  case,  I,  for  one, 
shall  still  cling  to  the  hope  that  an  indignant 
and  outraged  country  will  repudiate  and  reverse 
your  decision. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  been  struck  dumb 
by  the  eloquent  declamation  of  the  last  honour- 
able speaker.  It,  however,  contained  three  fal- 
lacies. Tin  first  was  in  supposing  that  Sir 
George  Grey  needed  their  advice.  'The  second 
was  that,  by  negativing  this  resolution.  Sit 
George  Orey  would  be  debarred  from  asking 
that  advice  if  he  saw  fit  to  do  so;  and  the  third 
and  greatest  fallacy  was  that  the  Maoris  were 
British  subjects.  If  he  had  read  history  aright. 
Sir  Oeorge  Orey  was  the  last  man  to  require 
advice  as  to  how  Natives  should  be  managed ; 
but  still,  if  he  wished  it,  the  House  did  not 
prevent  him  from  consulting  his  Ministers.  In 
asking  that  the  Governor  should  be  made  more 
powerful — that  he  should  have  all  the  power 
relative  to  Native  affairs  in  his  own  hands — 
they  were  not  deserting  him,  but  pfiying  him 
the  very  highest  compliment—one  that  he  de- 
served for  making  sucb  sacrifices  to  come  to  us- 
in  our  difficulty.  When  the  Natives  were 
brought  by  the  Government  into  the  condition 
of  British  subjects,  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  would  be 
happy  for  this  House  to  take  the  sole  responsi- 
bility of  governing  them.  His  constituents 
were  grieved  to  the  heart's  core  when  the  sub- 
jest  of   Taranaki  was  mentioned;   and  they 
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ihonght  that  one  sole  ondivided  power  was  the 
power  necessary  to  pat  a  stop  to  present  diffi- 

-onlties.  The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
•aid,  "  No,  no : "  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  telling 
the  House  what  his  constituents  thou^t.  That 
honourable  member  represented  a  small  num- 

■ber  of  electors  and  a  large  quantity  of  water. 
His  coDStitutents  would  be  very  happy  to  see 
the  voice  of  this  House  closed  with  reference  to 
Maori  a&airs  for  a  time ;    that  the  Governor 

■should  be  allowed  to    exercise  his  judgment 

.  unfettered  by  the  opinions  of  others,  especially 

•«f  any  "party."     Making  him  dictator  for  a 

'time,  they  should  return  to  their  homes,  and, 
if  next  year  the  words  "  Taranaki  avenged  and 
restored "  should  stand  at  the  top  of  His  Ez- 

•cellency's  Speech,  his  constituents  would  be 
perfect!^  satisfied. 
Mr.  CABLETON  regretted  that  the  Native 

•question  should  have  been  chosen  as  the  sub- 
ject for  the  .first  trial  of  strength  in  the  House. 
There  was  plenty  of  other  battle-ground ;  and 
he  had  hoped  that  upon  this  question  all  would 
have  united  with  the  common  object  of  doing 

.the  best  for  the  colony,  irrespectively  of  party. 
The  raising  this  question  had  placed  the  House 

4n  a  difficult  which  he  could  not  see  his  way 
clear  out  of.  The  House  was  in  a  state  of 
anarchy ;  for  it  contained  three  parties,  and  by 
no  possible  division  could  the  real  opinions  of 
members  be  expressed.  The  gauntlet  was 
thrown  down  at  the  wrong  time.  The  chal- 
lenge ought  not  to  have  been  given  by  the  Op- 
position, and  ought  not  to  have  been  accepted 
By  the  Government.  It  appeared  to  him  the 
'whole  debate  was  a  farce,  and  it  would  bo 
better  to  wind  it  up  at  once  and  proceed  to 

.business.  In  order  to  clear  away  some  of  the 
confusion  which  had  besot  the  question  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  go  back  with  him  to 
the  time  the  question  of  Ministerial  responsi- 
bility was  first  rais^ — in  1854.     One  of  the 

.  arguments  most  strongly  insisted  upon  was  this : 
that  parliamentary  govemm^it  was  required 
for  the  good  of  the  Native  race.  Nothing  had 
been  done  for  them  under  Oovcnurs'  govern- 
ment, excepting  the  establishment  of  certain 
schools,  which,  he  (Mr.  Carleton)  regretted  to 
say,  had  been  more  or  less  a  failure.  True,  the 
Natives  had  been  petted  and  cajoled,  and 
merely  kept  quiet  for  the  time ;  but  they  had 
been  much  demoralized,  losing  their  savage 
virtues  without  acquiring  European  ones.  They 
had  lost  that  habit  of  rigid  adherence  to  agree- 
ments b^  which  they  had  been  so  honourably 
distinguished  in  former  times ;  and  this  through 
the  direct  action  of  the  Government,  which  bad 
gone  so  far  as  to  pay  them  for  repudiating  their 
engagements.  It  was  time  for  the  colonists 
to  take  the  Natives  in  hand  themselves.  All 
this  had  been  stated  much  more  strongly  and 
ably  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
himself  in  the  debate  on  the  Woitara  question ; 
and  it  was  remarkable  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston),  who  now 
held  such  difierent  views,  did  not  on  that  occa- 
sion say  a  word  to  the  contrary.  The  next 
occa,Bion  of  the  question  of  responsibility  in 
Native  matters  being  mooted  was  in  the  session 
Jir.  Wilion 


of  1856.     Governor  Browne  desired  to  exetfi 

Native  matters  from  the  agreement  withHuw- 
ters,  and  the  Auckland  members  snpported  fain 
in  this  unanimously,  but  not  as  objecting  to 
the  principle  of  parliamentary  govemmeot  in 
Native  matters — their  reasons  were  of  a  kcil 
and  temporary  nature  only.  They  looked  to 
the  possibihty  of  an  exclusively  southern  Kinii- 
try  coming  in,  entirely  ignorant  in  Natiw 
matters,  emd  legislating  rashly  on  a  snbjeet 
which  was  vital  to  the  Province,  of  Aacklud. 
He  had  since  had  misgivings  about  the  eoniw 
he  then  pursued,  feeling  sure  that,  if  the  ad- 
mirable Native  policy  proposed  by  Miniaten  in 
1858  had  been  carried  out,  no  war  oould  ha*a 
arisen.  The  third  occasion  of  the  qoestiaa 
being  raised  was  the  present  one.  There  wan 
three  courses  open  to  pursue,  and  according 
three  parties  in  the  House.  The  first  couiM 
was  to  place  Native  matters  entirely  under  tiie 
control  of  Besponsible  Ministers.  Of  oooiaa 
that  would  presently  have  to  be  done,  and  it 
would  be  well  had  it  been  done  at  first ;  bat  ho 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei that  now  was  not  the  time.  He  agreed 
with  that  honourable  member  that,  had  they  a 
tabula  rasa  before  them,  they  would  have  beea 
boimd  to  take  upon  themselves  the  whole  dn^ 
of  educating  and  governing  the  Natives,  and 
also  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  colony. 
But  difficulties  for  which  the  colonists  won 
not  responsible  ought  to  be  first  cleared  away. 
The  second  course  was  to  leave  Native  nmttfn 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  for  the 
present.  To  that  he  was  favourable ;  but  not 
on  the  grounds  imputed  by  the  honoozaUa 
member  for  Ellesmere — that  "we  refused  to 
come  forward  to  say  what  our  constitntionil 
position  was  because  of  the  expense."  He  dis- 
claimed all  niggardly  feeling  in  the  matter. 
The  House  had  promised  men  and  money  laii 
session :  he  was  sure  that  there  was  not  a 
single  member  in  the  House  who  would  go  baek 
from  such  a  promise  once  made.  Still,  the  bet 
remained,  that  we  owed  nothing  for  the  ex- 
penses of  a  war  not  of  our  own  creation ;  and 
when  the  amount  of  our  contribution  came  to 
be  considered  he  would  wish  to  see  it  kept 
down  as  low  as  possible,  not  because  he  gmdged 
it,  but  because  the  resources  of  the  colony  ware 
limited,  and  he  would  desire  to  see  every  strnr 
that  could  be  spared  applied  to  the  relief  of  those 
who  might  be  called  the  outcasts  of  the  oolcmy 
— the  Tacanaki  settlers.  The  third  course  open 
was  that  proposed  by  the  Ministry — ^namely,  the 
middle  course  between  the  two  former.  He  had 
an  instinctive  dislike  to  middle  courses  and  to 
that  most  worldly  of  maxims.  Medio  ttUusinms 
ibis.  It  might  show  caution  and  prudence  to  do 
BO ;  but  men  of  high  feeling  knew  that  truth  and 
right  mostly  lay  in  one  extreme  or  the  other. 
He  objected  to  Ministers  dividing  responsibiUty 
with  the  Governor.  The  Governor  would  get 
all  the  blame.  He  had  heard  of  a  man  who 
agreed  to  divide  the  house  with  his  wife,  and 
he  did  so  by  giving  her  the  outside  and  keeping 
the  inside  himseU.  Moreover,  if  the  Hbnss 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  management  of  Na- 
tive afioirs,  they  would  not  know  whom  to 
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bUme.  The  Govemot  oonld  throw  the  blame 
CO  the  Uinistty,  and  they  could  oast  it  back 
upon  him.  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  could  not  a^e 
with  the  teims  of  the  Ministerial  resolution. 
Bat  this  vas  not  the  real  question  for  the 
House  to  decide  that  day.  There  were  two 
Tsty  different  queetions  before  the  House  that 
day— the  one  a  matter  of  mere  opinion  what 
-coarse  would  be  best  to  pursue ;  the  other, 
whsther  Ministers  ought  to  be  supported  in  the 
oonne  they  had  thought  proper  to  elect.  Con- 
sidering they  were  put  into  office  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  Kative  question — consider- 
jog  the  complication  and  embarrassment  of  it 
— considering  that  the  difficulties  under  which 
they  laboured  were  none  of  their  own  raising — 
he  would  concede  to  them,  within  reasonable 
limits,  the  right  to  their  own  course,  and  on 
that  ground  would  give  them  a  favourable  vote. 
But  something  yet  remained.  He 'was  willing 
that  Ministers  should  choose  the  terms  of  re- 
sponsibility, but  insisted  that  the  House  hod  a 
nght  to  know,  accurately  and  preciselr,  what 
those  terms  were  to  be.  Now,  the  speech  of  the 
honoorable  member  for  Rangitikei  had  only 
made  the  Ministerial  resolution  harder  to 
understand  thsm  it  was  before.  It  was 
tbtcurum  per  obtourius.  [The  honourable 
member  went  on  to  show  that  the  Governor, 
in  his  despatch  of  30th  September,  1861,  hod 
informed  the  Home  Government  that  he  had 
amaged  to  put  Kative  matters  on  the  same 
footiiig  as  ordinary  colonial  matters,  without 
any  reserve,  making  Ministerial  roeponsibility. 
complete;  and  that  the  honourable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  misunder- 
stood the  despatch.]  He  (Mr.  Carleton)  re- 
-quired  more  blaclc  and  white  in  4soming  to  an 
aoangement  with  the  Governor.  If  there  were 
any  misunderstanding  he  could  assure  those 
honourable  members  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
that  they  would  not  get  the  best  of  it.  How 
many  of  onr  difficulties  had  arisen  for  want  of 
definite  and  positive  agreements  with  Go- 
Teootsl  Let  the  House  take  warning  from 
the  misonderstanding  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  with  Governor  Wynyard  in 
1854 ;  also  from  the  result  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment going  beyond  the  terms  of  the  memo- 
randum of  1856  in  advising  the  Gk)vemor  on 
the  questions  of  war  and  peace.  The  conse- 
quence waa  that  the  war  had  been  called  a 
Mttieis'  war,  incurred  for  the  sake  of  Com- 
missariat expenditure.  A  more  calumnious 
statement  had  never  been  made  ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  foulness  of  a  calumny  did  not 
hinder  its  diffusion.  Yet  it  was  so  easy  to  give 
absdnte  proof  that  interested  motives  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  war.  The  majority  of 
the  members  for  the  Northern  Island,  which 
might  have  profited  by  Commissariat  expendi- 
ture, were  opposed  to  the  war ;  while  the  war 
policy  waa  forced  by  the  members  from  the 
Middle  Island,  who  could  not  have  profited  one 
shilling,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  saddling 
-their  own  Island  with  a  heavy  load  of  debt. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  those  two  warnings.  Ministers 
were  again  about  to  enter  into  an  imperfect 
.aoangement  with  the  Governor.    And  even  the 


nature  of  that  was  only  half  explained.  It  waa 
suggested  that  they  could  stop  the  supplies. 
Stop  the  suppUes  I  Why,  they  could  not  even 
stop  the  supplies  of  a  paltry  Provincial  Coun- 
cil.. He  would  give  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Fox)  an  opportunity  to  explain  more  fully, 
m  reply,  by  asking  three  definite  questions,  to 
which  he  hoped  definite  answers  would  be 
given.  Firstly,  what  had  become  of  the  memo- 
randum of  1856  7  Was  it  still  in  force  ;  had  it 
been  altered  or  departed  from ;  and,  if  not, 
had  a  fresh  memorandum  of  agreement  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  his  Responsible  Ad- 
visers been  made?  Secondly,  how  fax  did 
Ministers  think  the  Executive  oath  applied  to 
Native  matters  7  The  late  Government  thou^t 
it  bound  them  to  advise  the  Governor  on  Na- 
tive questions  of  war  and  peace.  It  was  a 
question  of  casuistry — and  casuistry  did  not 
always  deserve  the  bad  name  under  which  it 
laboured.  He,  for  his  own  part,  thought  that 
the  memorandum  of  1856  relieved  them  from 
the  obligation.  In  that  the  Governor  stated 
that  "he  would  be  happy  to  receive  their  ad- 
vice "  in  certain  matters,  though  not  boimd  to 
act  upon  it.  Now,  the  Governor  would  not 
have  need  for  such  a  paralogism  as  to  state  his 
willingness  to  receive  what  it  was  compulsory 
on  Mmisters  to  offer.  The  third  query  was, 
whether  Ministers  were  made  acquainted  with 
all  that  took  place  by  way  of  correspondence 
with  the  Home  Government  —  whether  any 
"  secret  and  confidential  despatches "  were 
sent  Home  which  Ministers  were  not  allowed 
to  see.  He  believed  that  such  things  had 
been  done  in  the  time  of  the  last  Ministry,  and 
he  wished  to  know  whether  the  system  was 
continued.  To  conclude,  he  had  stated  his 
objections  to  the  resolution  before  the  House ; 
he  had  also  stated  why  he  thought  those  ob- 
jections insufficient  to  hinder  him  from  voting 
with  the  Government  on  this  occasion. .  The 
difficulties  under  which  they  laboured  were  not 
of  their  own  creating,  and  he  desired  to'  allow 
them  fair-play.  He  thought  that  neutrals, 
and  those  who  desired  to  leave  Native  affairs 
in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  could  consist- 
ently do  the  same ;  and,  as  for  those  who  had 
created  the  difficulties,  he  thought  it  would  be 
wise  in  them  to  exercise  a  generous  forbear- 
ance. He  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Ministers  a  fait 
chance. 

Mr.  DOMETT.— Sir,  t  cannot  but  think  that 
honourable  members  who  have  listened  to  the 
eloquent  address  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington,  and  the  glowing  terms  in  which 
he  has  been  praising  the  Ministry,  as  if  they 
had  achieved  some  great  victory  and  regained 
for  ^s  House  the  power  of  governing  the 
Maoris,  will  be  rather  disappointed  when  they 
read  over  again  coolly  the  resolution  which  was 
made  the  subject  of  so  much  eulogy.  The  reso- 
lution declares  that  both  the  initiation  and 
decision  of  all  questions  involving  Imperial 
interests  are  to  be  left  to  the  Governor,  and 
then-  that  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  business 
of  the  Native  Department  is  to  devolve  upon 
Responsible  Ministers.    Now,  it  is  difficult  to 
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Bay  what  affairs  affecting  the  Natives  may  not 
inTolve  Imperial  interests.  It  is  quite  certain 
that  the  whole  question  of  the  Native  war,  all 
the  institutions  which  are  to  destroy  the  king 
movement,  are  to  be  entirely  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  Ministers.  The  residue  of  ordinary 
business  will,  I  believe,  bo  found  to  be  the  dis- 
tribution of  flour  and  sugar.  And  for  reassert- 
ing our  right  to  manage  these  trivial  matters 
all  this  flood  of  extravagant  eologium  has  been 
poured  forth.  When  I  think  of  such  a  paltry 
resolution  embalmed,  as  it  were,  in  such  a 
crystal  shrine  of  eloquence  I  cannot  help  call- 
ing to  mind  what  you  may  see  in  museums — a 
tiny  shrivelled  insect  embedded  in  a  lump  of 
amber;  I  cannot  help  applying  the  words  of  the 
oet,— 

The  thing  itself  is  neither  rich  nor  rare : 
One  wonders  bow  the  dovil  it  got  tliere. 
So,  when  I  beard  the  honourable  member, 
after  'painting  in  vivid  colours  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  colony  when  Sir  George  Grey 
left  it,  and  the  desperate  state  in  which  he 
found  it  on  his  return,  make  such  a  pathetic 
appeal  to  the  warmest  feelings  of  our  hearts, 
entreating  us  to  sympathize  with  the  Governor 
in  his  difficulties,  to  rally  to  his  support,  to  aid 
him  with  all  our  power,  I  could  scarcely  believe 
that  all  he  was  asking  us  to  do  was  to  adopt 
such  a  cautious  and  guarded  and  stingy  declara- 
tion of  support  as  is  contained  in  the  resolution. 
We  disclaim  most  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
government  of  the  Natives,  we  take  care  to  say 
the  principal  share  of  the  expense  shall  fall  on 
the  Mother- country,  we  hamper  the  thing  with 
limitations  and  disclaimers  of  all  kinds,  and 
then  promise,  when  we  have  guarded  ourselves 
in  everything,  to  co-opei^te  with  the  Governor. 
Why,  if  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
be  fully  and  correctly  reported — and  I  hope  it 
will  be,  for,  after  all,  its  eloquence  and  ability 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  House — and  any  honour- 
able member,  after  reading  it  through,  will 
immediately  take  up  the  resolution  and  read  it, 
I  venture  to  say  he  will  be  reminded  of  nothing 
so  much  as  of  Horace  Smith's  "  pious  hawkers 
of  Constantinople,  who  solemnly  perambulate 
her  streets,  ejaculating, '  In  the  name  of  the 
Prophet,  figs  I'"  Never  was  such  a  fig  of  a 
resolution  ushered  in  with  such  solemn  and 
rounded  appeals  and  gratulations.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  the  Colonial  Secretary  meant  to 
assert  by  his  resolution  all  that  has  been 
attributed  to  it.  I  think  he  was  wiser  than  to 
pretend  to  assume  so  much  power,  or  to  demand 
the  entire  government  of  the  Natives.  Is  it  not 
jMrfect  nonsense  in  us  to  dream  of  such  a 
thing  when  a  single  war  with  them  may  cost 
a  million  and  a  half  of  money — which  we  are 
coolly  declaring  at  the  same  time  we  expect  the 
Home  Government  to  pay,  or,  at  least,  the 
principal  part-^say  nine-tenths — of  it  ?  Can  a 
more  preposterous  request  be  conceived  ?  Nor 
can  I  consider  the  proposal  of  Sir  George  Grey 
much  more  reasonable  when  he  says,  in  a 
despatch  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that,  "if 
his  Ministry  differed  from  him,  he  should  appeal 
to  this  House."  Fancy  this  House  declaring 
how  much  England  should  pay,  for  instance,  of 
Mr.  Domett 


the  millions  ex}>ended  in  war — the  whole  over- 
taxed English  people  to  be  quietly  set  tsida 
altogether,  and  never  consulted  on  such  a 
question  I  But  suppose  the  House,  as  tiiey 
probably  would,  should  agree  with  the  Ministry, 
to  whom  is  he  to  appeal  then  ?  To  the  peo{de, 
possibly,  who  would  on  such  a  subject  meet 
likely  agree  with  the  House ;  and  what  would  he 
do  then  ? 

Mr.  C  ARLETON.— Then  he  wonld  be  beaten. 

Mr.  DOMETT.  —  With  all  deference  to  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  I 
venture  to  think  he  would  not  be  beaten.  I 
think  the  Governor,  with  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle at  his  back,  and  Parliament  suppcstiii^ 
them,  would  be  rather  too  strong  for  this 
House,  even  with  the  honourable  member  in  it 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  EngUnd  can  allow 
the  wliole  direction  of  Native  affairs  to  ba 
placed  in  this  House,  or  in  this  country,  whoi 
her  own  interests  are  so  largely  concerned;  uid 
for  us  to  sit  hero  in  solemn  conclave  gravely 
debating  whether  we  shall  assume  such  a 
power — such  a  sovereign  power — why,  I  confesi 
it  reminds  me  bf  the  unfortunate  lunatic  in 
Hogarth's  famous  madhouse  picture,  who  sits 
in  his  cruwn  of  straws,  and  a  stick  forasceptra, 
fancyin;;  himself  a  king  and  indulging  in  ideas 
of  mock  sovereignty.  I  fear  we  may  appear  to 
people  out  of  the  colony  almost  as  imbecile  ui 
object — I  will  not  say  of  contempt,  but,  at 
least,  of  pity.  But  now  to  come  to  the  questioo 
of  the  proper  relations  between  Engluid  and 
the  colony,  which  the  resolution  pretends  to 
define.  I  am  afraid,  in  meddling  with  this  sub- 
ject I  may  only  be  illustrating  an  obscure  thing 
by  one  more  obscure.  I  think  we  should  stait 
from  the  fact  that  both  England  and  th* 
colony  are  merely  component  parts  of  cm 
Empire.  They  are  one  people,  and  portions  of 
one  great  political  body.  How,  then,  can  yos 
give  to  the  colonial  portion  the  amount  of  ind» 
pendency  implied  by  Besponsible  Govemmentf 
It  is  clear  you  can  make  a  Constitution  whiek 
shall  bear  a  perfect  analogy  to  the  Impedsl 
Gov'enunont — with  its  King,  Iiords,  and  Com- 
mons— so  long  as  its  functions  are  confined  to 
local  cuuoems.  The  Governor  represents  tbe 
Sovereign,  and  can  reign  and  not  govern — ^wiA 
respect,  I  mean,  to  local  inatters,  which  he 
leaves  to  Ministers  responsible  to  the  ooKmistt. 
But  as  soon  as  you  introduce — as  you  must 
— the  Imperial  element,  the  difficulty  arises. 
The  Governor  can  no  longer  be  guided  solely 
by  his  Ministers,  because  he  represents  tlM 
substantive  power  of  England,  with  its  fleetl 
and  its  armies ;  he  oaimot  be  left  out  of  the 
actual  working  of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not 
know  how  the  difficulty  is  to  be  got  over,  at 
dependency  to  be  reconciled  with  independenes. 
The  only  way  of  looking  at  such  a  mixed  G<m- 
stitutinii,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  consider, ail 
said  before,  the  people  of  England  and  of  th* 
colony  one  united  body.  The  colonists  have 
their  Executive,  composed  of  the  Ministen, 
who  represent  this  House,  with  the-  Govemoc 
at  their  head,  acting  as,  and  governed  by,  their 
advice  in  all  local  concerns :  but  the  Queen  toi 
Parliament  of  £k>gland  aie  lepteaanted  in  thi*. 
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Executive  by  the  Oorernor  whenever  Imperial 
inteiestB  are  ooncemed ;  and  in  this  capacity 
he  should  be  looked  upon  as  representing  the 
majority,  while  the  Ministers  represent  the 
minority  of  the  whole  united  body — the  Home 
people,  that  is,  and  the  colonists — to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Executive.  The  decision,  then,  on 
Imperial  questions  should  be  left  vrith  the 
Ooveroor,  and  the  Ministers  should  give  way,  if 
necessary,  as  the  minority  gives  way,  in  any 
body  of  men  united  for  political  action,  to  the 
m»jonty.  I  think,  in  looking  at  the  matter 
thus,  it  seems  unconstitutional  that  the  Qo- 
Tautor  should  give  way.  I  know  the  kind  of 
feeling  at  the  bottom  of  the  objections  to  this 
view  is  an  assumption  that  we  out  here  are 
better  able  to  manage  matters,  even  where  Im- 
perial interests  are  concerned,  than  the  Qo- 
veznor  or  the  Home  Government,  because  of  our 
superior  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  of  every  case,  living 
as  we  do  on  the  spot  where  it  arises.  But,  even 
supposing  this  to  be  trues  wo  should  not  be  in 
a  worse  position,  in  being  overruled  by  the 
Governor,  than  any  other  minorities,  who  per- 
haps often  are,  and  always  think  themselves, 
wiser  in  their  conclusions  than  the  majority 
they  have  to  give  way  to.  On  this  footing,  if 
the  Governor  differs  from  Ministers  on  colonial 
or  local  subjects,  he  appeals  from  them,  if  be 
likes,  to  this  House.  If  Ministers  difier  with 
the  Governor  on  Imperial  questions  they  can 
appeal  from  him,  if  they  like,  to  the  Home 
Government  and  Parliament.  At  any  rate,  I  do 
sot  see  how  we  can'  pretend  to  any  greater 
power  than  this  on  Imperial  subjects — so  long, 
St  all  events,  as  the  English  people  pay  the 
chief  part  of  the  expense  that  may  be  incurred. 
It  would  be  manifestly  absurd  to  demand  such 
*  power  on  such  Imperial  subjects  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  regulation  of  Customs  duties,  where 
treaties  with  France  or  some  other  European 
power  would  be  concerned  ;  and  I  cannot  sym- 
pathize with  any  attempt  to  demand  such  a 
power  with  respect  to  Native  aflairs,  in  which 
peace  and  war  are  involved.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  honourable  members  can  stand  up 
here  and  advocate  such  a  thing,  while -right 
before  their  eyes  they  cannot  but  see  certain 
stripes  of  gold  lace — the  badges  of  a  noble  ser- 
vice, of  which  we  all  are  proud,  the  British  navy 
— on  the  cufis  and  collars  of  son  te  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  done  us  the  honour  to  attend 
the  House  this  day.  I  should  have  thought 
those  little  bits  of  lace  would  have  seemed  to 
them  shining  and  silent,  but  most  eloquent  and 
convincing  reasons,  sufficient  to  have  turned 
aside  a  whole  cataract  of  argumentation  in 
favonr  of  assuming  such  an  absurd  power.  On 
the  other  hand,  to  como  out  with  a  declaration 
that  we  will  "  co-operate  "  with  the  Governor, 
leaving  him  to  decide  on  Imperial  questions, 
eeenoa,  on  the  principles  I  have  endeavoured 
to  lay  down,  almost  as  absurd.  It  is  as  if  a 
minority,  after  being  beaten  in  this  House, 
should  make  a  formal  declaration  that  they 
would  not  secede  from  it,  but  would  continue 
to  co-operate,  leaving  the  majority  the  decision. 
And  toe  resolution  declares  that  the  "  initia* 
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tion  "  of  all  subjects  affecting  Imperial  interests 
should  be  left  to  the  Governor.  Now,  this  seema 
giving  up  too  much  again;  because,  if  the  Exe- 
cutive be  a  compound  body,  in  which  both  tha 
Home  Government  and  the  colony  are  repre- 
sented, why  should  not  either  part  of  it  initiate 
any  matter  for  consideration.  I  think,  after 
all,  the  Colonial  Secretary's  first-expressed  in- 
tention, that  of  making  no  definition  or  de- 
claration at  all,  was  the  wisest  one  under  all 
the  circumstances.  Nor,  perhaps,  is  the  reso- 
lution itself,  though  useless,  so  objectionable  aa 
many  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  adduced 
in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  WATT  wished  to  explain  the  position  ha 
took.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was  a  party 
move  ;  but  he  did  not  desire  that  it  should  be 
to.  He  had  understood  the  Colonial  Treasuiei 
to  state  that  Ministers  would  not  consider  a 
negation  of  the  presept  resolution  as  a  cause  of 
resignation  ;  but  they  had  been  told  this  even- 
ing on  several  sides  that  if  the  Ministers  did 
not  carry  it  they  would  resign.  He  should  be 
sorty  to  see  the  present  resolution  carried, 
because  it  was  unreal.  He  would  not,  however, 
go  through  the  arguments  which  led  to  this 
conclusion,  because  they  had  already  been  so 
much  more  ably  stated  than  he  could  stats 
them ;  but  there  was  one  point  he  vrished  to 
notice.  The  Superintendent  of  Wellington  had 
made  an  appetu  on  behalf  of  the  Governor, 
whom  they  were  to  suppose  to  be  appealing  to 
the  House  to  allow  him  Besponsible  Government. 
Now,  there  was  no  paper  before  the  House 
which  showed  that  His  Excellency  had  made 
any  such  appeal ;  but,  as  far  as  the  documents 
went,  it  appeared  that  Ministers  had  insisted  on 
a  certain  amount  of  action  In  this  matter, 
armed  with  the  resolution  of  last  session.  That 
resolution  was  passed  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, such  as,  he  apprehended,  would  leave  it 
quite  competent  for  the  House  to  revise  it  now. 
The  Ministry,  moreover,  was  not  the  same 
Ministry  which  the  House  left  in  office  last 
session.  It  wanted  one  very  important  con- 
stituent in  the  present  state  of  affairs — tha 
Native  Minister.  He  had  been  waiting  to  heac 
from  some  party  or  other  the  reason  of  the 
resignation  of  that  gentleman.  He  had  heard 
from  good  authority  that  had  not  that  honour- 
able member  consented  to  take  office  tha 
Ministry  would  not  have  been  able  to  stand. 
It  was  right,  then,  that  the  House  should  be 
informed  of  the  reason  of  that  gentleman's 
resignation.  He  repeated  that  he  did  not 
desire  to  be  considered  as  taking  any  part 
whatever  in  Native  matters,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  House  would  treat  them  as  an 
open  question.  He  was  sorry  this  resolution 
had  ever  been  brought  before  the  House. 
Ministers  had  made  a  mistake  in  laying  on 
the  table  memoranda  on  particular  points 
between  His  Excellency  and  themselves,  the 
perusal  of  which  natu^ly  induced  the  ques- 
tion of  what  was  their  value,  and  what  the  rela- 
tions ;  and  the  result  was  that  the  Ministry 
were  requested  to  introduce  a  resolution  for  the 
purpose  of  defining  those  relations.  But  it  did 
not  define  them.     He  could    make  nothing 
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definite  of  it.  If  it  were  an  admitted  fact  that 
nothing  definite  -was  intended  by  it,  he  would 
Tote  for  it ;  but  he  was  afraid  that  any  interpre- 
tation might  be  pat  upon  it,  and  that  was  the 
simple  reason  why  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  it.  He  was  very  undecided  what  to  do.  If 
he  were  to  follow  his  own  inclination  he  should 
snove  "the  previous  question,"  because  he 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  turn  out  the 
Ministry  on  Native  questions ;  but  being  a  yonng 
member,  abler  men  might  consider  it  impertin- 
ence on  his  part.  [After  referring  to  some  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  the  honourable  member  oon- 
oluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  they  would 
hear  from  the  Treasury  bench  whether  they 
were  to  rely  on  the  statement  made  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  or  whether  Ministers  had  re- 
considered the  matter  and  intended  to  stand 
or  fall  by  the  resolution,] 

Mr.  FOX.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WATT. — In  that  case  he  hoped  some 
honourable  gentleman  would  move  "the  pre- 
vious question." 

Mr.  OABTER  said  that  he  laboured  under 
the  disadvantage  of  speaking  after  so  many 
eloquent  speeches  had  been  made,  which  had 
well-nigh  exhausted  the  subject,  and  almost 
deterred  him  from  rising  to  speak ;  but, 
representing  as  he  did  a  district  containing  a 
largo  number  of  Natives,  he  felt  he  would  not 
be  doing  his  duty  by  giving  a  silent  vote  on  a 
question  of  Native  affairs,  and  particularly  so 
«t  a  most  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the 
colony.  Native  stairs  had  always  been  diffi- 
enlt  to  imderstand,  difficult  to  manage,  and  a 
bugbear  to  some  honourable  members ;  and  he 
doubted,  even  then,  though  they  bad  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  wisest  and  best  of 
men,  whether  a  proper  solution  of  Native  diffi- 
culties would  be  arrived  at ;  but  he  trusted  the 
House  would  deal  with  the  subject  in  a  oalm, 
deliberate,  and  unbiassed  manner.  It  had 
been  agreed,  or,  rather,  a  tacit  understanding 
had  been  come  to,  that  this  question  should 
not  be  discussed  like  party  politics.  He  thought 
it  was  reeJly  a  great  political  question ;  whiob 
imderstanding  he  hoped  would  be  adhered  to. 
The  honourable  member  for  Timaru  had  fallen 
into  an  error,  and  spoken  very  harshly  when  he 
stated  that  settlers  living  stragglingly  among 
the  Natives  did  so  at  their  own  risk,  and 
deserved  no  sympathy.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot,  or  did  not  know,  that  in  the  coun- 
try districts  of  Wellington,  Ahuriri,  Auckland, 
and  other  settlements  the  Natives  were  mixed 
up  vrith  Europeans  in  eUI  directions.  —  (No, 
no.) — He  repeated,  such  was  the  case  in  the 
Wairarapa  and  other  country  districts;  and, 
instead  of  deserving  censure,  such  settlers  were 
entitled  to  praise  for  thus  colonizing  the  coun- 
try. He  had  listened  with  no  small  degree  of 
pleasure  to  the  generous  though  enthusiastic 
sentiments  respecting  the  Natives  expressed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  and 
agreed  with  him  that  the  resolution  before  the 
House  was  somewhat  indefinito.  He  thought 
that  a  rider  should  have  been  added  to  the 
zesolution  defining  the  amount  the  colony 
Mr.  Watt 


could  pay  for  Imperial  assistance  in  tcDa{a,  ie. , 
for  there  was  no  disguising  the  fact  Qui  a 
good  deal  of  opposition  to  the  resolntioii  wis 
grounded  on  the  fear  of  the  colony  having  to 
pay   some    undefined  large    sum    of   money. 
Would  it  not  have  been  better  for  the  Hikis- 
ters  to  have  said  what  we  could  afford  to  pi;? 
He  thought  it  was  easy  to  find  what  .tiie  ooloiiy 
could  spare.    He  thought  that  paying  £5  per 
head  for  every   soldier,   and  the  eupeaat  in 
creating  and  maintaining  a  Militia,  should  be 
borne  by  the  colony,  taking  into  ccmsideistiao 
that  His  Excellency  the    Oovemor  had  jfo- 
posed  that  the  Imperial   Qovemment  should 
pay  half  the  cost  of  civil  government  for  Ae 
Natives.    The  money  question,  in  bis  oiptBiai, 
ought  to  be  defined  and  settled,  for  it  nadiai 
more  to  do  with  southern  opposition  than  matt 
honourable  members  were  aware  of.    Trot  it 
was  that  the  speeches  of  most  of  the  hoaaoi- 
able  members  who  had  spoken,  and  paztioaladf 
those  of  the  honourable  members  for  EUesoun 
and  Wallace,  and  the  speech  of  the  honoar- 
able  member  for  twenty  thousand — he  meat 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Oilliei) 
— appeared  to  him  so  full  of  frankness,  cleaouB, 
sincerity,  and  plausibility  as  to  he   perfectly 
captivating.    But  the  House  ought  to  ioAtt 
the  naked  facts  of  the  ca«e.    What  were  thef, 
but  that  the  question  might  be  divided  into 
three  parts,  represented  by  three  parties  in  Oa 
House :  one  was  for  no  responsibility  in  Natin 
affairs ;  a  second  claimed  entire  tospaaabSitj; 
and  the  third,  represented  by  the  Oovoikh  acl 
the  Government,  and  with  which  he  oordiallj 
agreed,  was  for  a  divided  or  medium  respoos- 
bility,  neither  too  much  nor  too  little,  and  Moid- 
ing  all  extremes.    In  discussing  the  qnestioB  ii 
all  its  bearings  and  relations  it  was  neoasoiy 
to  take  into  consideration   something   of  file 
past,  present,  and  future  of  the  colony ;  tbsl, 
whilehonourable  members  were  now  retmdisiii% 
responsibility,  they  should  not  forget  bow  Utey 
clamoured  for  it  in  the  sessions  of  1860  ud 
1861,  how  indignantly  they  expnressad  tiura- 
selves  when  they  heard  that  the  Uoma  Qcma- 
ment  were  likely  to  pass  a  New  Zealand  Go- 
vernment Bill  which   would  prevent  thtm— 
that  House — from  interfering  in  Native  a&in, 
and  how  a  resolution  appeared  on  the  Oidet 
Paper  condemning  it,    and  how,  in  1861,  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  agreed  tea 
series  of  resolutions  recommending  a  Nstin 
Council    Bill    and    Ministerial  responsibility. 
Honourable  gentlemen  should  not  forget  Ooi, 
and  also  that   Sir  George  Grey  arrivod  locn 
after  to  save    the    settlers    in  the  Northern 
Island  from  ruin  and  the  Natives  from  de- 
struction.    His  Excellency  Sir  Oeoige  Grey 
then    entered    into    arrangements   with   the 
Ministry  on  the    strength    of    the  resolntian 
passed  in  the  sessions  of  1861,  and  in  186S  these 
arrangements  were  completed,  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  had  been  informed  of  the  fact.    Not 
only  were   the  arrangements  completed,  bat 
they  had  been  put  into  practical  opetmtkm, 
and  civil  institutions  were  then  in  some  dis- 
tricts working  with  every  chance  of  sucoess. 
After  all  this  had  been  done,  was  it  fair,  was  it 
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just,  ma  it  tight,  was  it  proper  to  say  to  Sit 
George  Grey, "  We  leftve  this  Native  question  to 
yoa :  we  will  vote  you  a  little  money,  but  we 
inll  not  assist  y«m,  or  take  any  tesponsibility  7" 
He  consideted  it  a  very  ungeneious  way  of 
treating  His  Excellency  the  Ooveinot  and  the 
Imperial  Qovemment,  after  the  many  andsieat 
tainifices  that  they  had  made  for  wis  oolony. 
Bat  the  House  had  better  consider  the  present 
•s  well  as  the  past,  and  the  result  that  most 
follow  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  before  tiie 
House.  The  Native  Land  Purchase  Depart- 
ment, irresponsible  and  extravagant,  which 
used  to  ask  this  House  for  £10,000  or  £15,000, 
to  be  expended  without  the  slightest  intocfet- 
«nce  or  control  of  the  House,  and  whose  doings 
had  been  complained  of  from  one  end  of  the 
"Oolony  to  the  other,  was  abolished,  but  must  be 
lestored  to  life.  Not  only  that  Northern  Island 
calamity  mast  take  place,  but  the  House  would 
bear  in  mind  that  it  was  proposed  to  taise  a 
kan  of  £100,000  for  road-making.  This  large 
sum  would  be  expended  by  establishments  left 
to  be  created  by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  not  in 
any  way  controlled  by  the  Ministry,  who  were 
leqpansible  to  honourable  members  who  would 
vote  Hie  money  and  who  represented  the  colony. 
He  had  heard  honourable  members  say  bow 
anxious  they  were  to  assist  His  Excellency, 
and  how  vrilling  they  were  to  vote  considetable 
rams  of  money  to  aid  him  in  the  gtand  wotk 
he  had  began ;  but  he  could  not  reconcile  that 
with  the  fact  that,  almost  in  the  same  breath, 
tiie  same  honourable  members,  by  rejeoting 
leqwinaibility  in  Native  afiairs,  virtually  said, 
"We will  give  you  no  personal  8bssistanoe;  we 
expect  you  to  do  all  the  wotk  youtself :  wotk 
out  the  problem  for  youtself  and  by  yourself." 
Fifty-three  honourable  members  —  or,  zather, 
•forty  -  seven  —  were  refusing  to  do  what 
tiiey  were  asking  one  man  to  do.  They 
were  shirkiiig  a  sacred  duty  and  a  legis- 
Jative  responsibility.  The  House,  in  his 
■opinion,  if  it  refused  to  pass  the  resolution 
Mfote  it,  would  abdicate  one  of  its  most  imi>or- 
tuit  duties  and  trusts  as  regards  the  Native 
lace ;  and  if  the  House  did  not  embrace  that 
■oppottnnity  it  might  nevet  occur  again.  In 
two  or  three  years  it  would  be  too  late.  It 
was  a  last  chance  ofieted  to  the  House  to  assist 
•to  solve  that  problem  as  to  whether  a  savage 
zaoe  could  be  saved  from  that  process  of  exter- 
mination which  hod  been  the  fate  of  all  savage 
tribes.  Whatever  doubt  he  or  other  honourable 
members  might  have  on  the  subject,  it  was 
theb  bounden  duty,  notwithstanding,  as  legis- 
latoni,  as  Christians,  to  try  for  the  last  time  to 
•civilize,  moralize,  and  train  in  the  ways  of  civi- 
lised man  a  very  superior  race  of  aborigines, 
whom  if  they  failed  to  save,  they  would  have 
■ttie  consolation  of  having  done  their  duty  by. 
He  believed  that  the  resignation  of  the  Ministry 
would  increase  the  Native  difficulty.  What 
would  the  Natives  think  if  a  set  of  men  fa- 
vourable to  them  should  be  displaced,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  by  those  they  believed  to  be  un- 
favourable to  them  ?  It  would  only  increase  their 
suspicion,  and  destroy  their  now  growing  con- 
fidence in  the  intentions  of  the  European  race. 


He  trusted  that  honoutable  membeis  would 
oomidet  this,  and  agree  to  take  upon  them- 
selvea  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility  and 
management  of  Native  aSairs,  in  order  that 
th^  might  embrace  what  might  be  the  last 
favourable  opportunity  of  saving  the  Native 
race  and  establishing  on  a  firm  foundation 
peace  and  prosperity  amongst  the  Natives  and 
Europeans  of  the  Notthetn  Island. 
Mt.  OUBTIS  moved  "  the  previous  qnestion." 
Major  BIOHABDSON  seconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON.  — I  have  been 
patiently  waiting  to  hear  the  amendment 
which,  at  the  commencement  of  this  debate, 
I  understood  was  to  be  proposed  by  those  who 
oppose  the  resolution  submitted  to  the  House  . 
by  my  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of  tiie 
Government.  It  now  appears  that  no  so^h 
amendment  is  to  be  proposed,  but  that  thoM 
honourable  members  are  content  to  resort  to 
that  method  of  dealing  with  the  question  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  setting  aside,  for  the  pre- 
sent, at  least,  the  resolution,  and  leaving  mat- 
ters to  stand  as  they  were  before  they  provoked 
this  discussion.  I  do  not  think  that  this  is 
fair,  either  towards  this  House  or  towards  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  been  placed 
by  the  House  in  the  position  of  Besponsible 
Advisers  of  the  Governor.  A  distinct  demand 
was  made  upon  them  to  place  before  the  House, 
in  black  and  white,  the  plan  by  which  they 
proposed  to  be  guided  in  their  relation  to  the 
Governor  in  the  management  of  Native  aSain, 
so  that  the  House  might  fairly  and  calmly  con- 
sider that  plan  with  a  view  to  arrive  at  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  on  this  important  question ; 
and  when  that  demand  has  been  promptly  and 
frankly  responded  to  by  the  Government,  it 
has  been  met  in  a  spirit  very  different  from 
that  in  which  it  was  declared  the  demand  was 
made.  If  honoutable  members  who  are  opposed 
to  the  Government  really  desire  to  discuss  this 
question  with  the  object  they  have  declared, 
and  without  tefetence  to  party  considerations, 
why,  I  wonld  ask,  have  they  not  submitted 
something  which  might  be  recorded  as  their 
view  of  the  proper  mode  of  settling  the  rela- 
tions in  which  the  House  should  in  future  be 
placed  to  the  Goveznoi  in  the  conduct  of  Native 
afiairs?  But,  after  having  listened  to  the 
speeches  of  the  honourable  members,  and 
gatherod  from  what  has  been  uttered  by  some 
of  them  their  mode  of  dealing  with  this  great 
question,  I  am  not  astonished  that  they  have 
shrunk  from  exhibiting  their  views  to  the  conn* 
try  in  the  shape  of  a  formal  amendment.  The 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford) has  declared  in  favour  of  a  dictatorship. 
That  such  a  proposition  should  have  been  made 
by  that  honourable  member  is  most  wonderful. 
He  who  once  declared  that,  if  the  right  to  par- 
ticipate in  all  matters  relating  to  the  govern- 
ment and  elevation  of  the  Native  race  of  these 
Islands  were  to  be  denied  to  the  colonists,  there 
would  be  scarcely  anything  left  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  worthy  the  ambition  of  any 
man  of  ability  to  aspire  to — is  it  not  wonder- 
ful, I  say,  that  he,  above  all  other  men,  should 
now,  only  a  few  years  after  he  gave  attncanc» 
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to  that  sentiment,  be  the  first  to  propose  a  dic- 
tatorship, and  that  the  dictator  should  be 
Governor  Sir  George  Grey?  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  told  the  House  that  the  Romans 
used  to  do  so  under  certain  circumstances. 
Yes,  80.  they  did ;  but  the  persons  chosen  by 
them  on  such  occasions  were  men  in  whom 
the  people  had  implicit  confidence.  It  is  true 
that  Governor  Grey  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony, 
and  that  he  is  regarded  by  the  Imperial  powers 
that  sent  him  here  as  being,  of  all  men  in  the 
Empire,  the  best  qualified  to  assist  the  colony 
out  of  the  difficulties  into  which  it  has  been 
led  ;  but  surely  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
those  who  follow  him  will  not  now  say,  after 
all  that  has  passed,  that  they  have  such  confi- 
dence in  the  plans  adopted  by  Sir  George  Grey 
with  reference,  to  the  Native  affairs  of  this 
oountiy  as  will  justify  them  in  proposing  to 
make  him  Dictator  in  these  affairs.  Who  in 
this  House  does  not  recollect  the  ungenerous 
xemarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  when 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  announcing 
the  reappointment  of  Governor  Grey  was  first 
read  to  the  House  —  remarks  which  called 
fortit  the  prompt  and  indignant  reprobation  of 
the  House.  Connecting  what  then  took  place 
with  what  has  since  been  said  and  written  by 
those  who  belonged  to  the  party  at  the  head  of 
which  the  honourable  member  stood  at  that 
time  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Sir 
George  Grey  and  to  the  policy  he  is  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  out — sentiments  which  have  been 
more  mildly  reiterated  in  this  debate — I  ask 
these  honourable  gentlemen  how  they  can,  still 
holding  those  opinions,  hope  to  justify  them- 
selves to  the  country  in  proposing  to  constitute 
Sir  George  Grey  sole  Dictator  in  Native  affairs, 
and  hand  over  to  him  the  public  money  to  be 
expended  by  him  at  his  will.  The  terms  ap- 
plied by  these  honourable  gentlemen  to  the 
resolution  of  my  honourable  friend  may  well 
be  hurled  back  at  them ;  for  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  confidence  in  the  Go- 
vernor implied  in  their  proposals  is  "unreal 
and  a  sham."  More  than  one  of  these  honour- 
able gentlemen,  whilst  they  have  declared  that 
they  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  plans 
proposed  for  overcoming  the  present  Native 
difficulties,  have  at  the  same  time  expressed 
their  willingness  'to  grant  to  the  Governor 
means  to  go  on  with  his  plans.  They  believe  it 
will  be  a  useless  expenditure  of  money ;  never- 
theless they  are  prepared  to  supply  it.  In  fact, 
they  say,  with  their  absent  chief,  "  Groby  Fool 
cannot,  as  we  know,  be  thatched  with  pan- 
cakes," but  yet  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  flour  and  eggs.  Is  it,  I  would  ask,  their 
own  money  that  they  propose  to  deal  with  so 
recklessly,  or  does  it  come  out  of  the  pockets 
of  their  constituents?  Surely  they  cannot 
hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy  those  who  sent  them 
here  that  they  have  done  their  best  to  guard 
the  public  purse,  if  they  hand  over  its  contents 
to  an  officer,  however  high,  irresponsible  to  the 
country,  for  expenditure  as  he  may  think  fit  on 
objects  which  they,  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  cannot  approve.  This,  indeed,  may  be 
lir.  John  Williamson 


intended  as  a  compliment  to  Sir  GeoigtOie^; 
but  I  cannot  think  His  Excellency  will  take  it 
as  such.    I  trust  I  may  not  be  chuged  vitii  u 
improper  reference,  on  such  an  ocoasiim  as  thii, 
to  a  reply  once  made  to  one  who  offered  mmej 
in  exchange  for  a  sacred  gift.    Bat  I  do  bdira 
that,  if  the  proposal  advooated  by  these  honnn- 
able  gentlemen  were  made  to  the  Gavonot,  bt 
would  spurn  it,  and  say  in  his  heart,  "Ttj 
money  perish  with  thee."    It  is  not  oui  mooef 
he  wants  so  mucb  as  oar  hearty  co-opentiiii 
in  the  work  he  has  undertaken.    It  it  (hii  hi 
asks  for  in  his  opening  Speech  to  this  Aasoslit;. 
And  without  the   hearty  co-operatioii  oi  th» 
colonists  I  do  believe  that  no  single  man,  be  hi 
ever  so  able,  will   succeed  in  extiicatiiig  'i» 
colony  from  the  difficulties  into  which  it  im 
been  unfortunately  plunged.    Surely  Sir  Geoqi 
Grey  is  entitled  to  the  co-operation  which  it 
so  earnestly  desires.    Surely  we  are  not  gang 
to  throw  upon  the  shoulders  of  one  man  the 
burden  of  this  arduous  work.    If  Sir  Gtatp 
Grey  had  desired  it,  when  he  consented  to  n- 
sume    the   government   of    this    coaottj  it 
might,  no  doubt,  have  applied  for,  and  pohifl 
obtained  even  a  suspension  of  the  Gomtitstiai 
Act,  or  he  might  have  obtained  a  Comminm 
similar  to  that  he  carried  with  him  to  the  Crai 
of  Good  Hope,  which  gave  into  his  buidi  tu 
management  of  the  Kaffir  affairs,  free  fiom  the 
interference  of  the  Cape  Legislatuie.   Bathe 
did  not  ask  for  either.    He  came  here  with  % 
full  knowledge   of    the    form    of   gavenunest 
which  had   been  established,   and  onswin, 
imtil  his  arrival  in  Auckland  Harbour,  d  tin 
change  of  Ministry  that  had  taken  plaoe;  tii 
he  was  prepared  to  accept  the  Government  » 
he  might  find  it,  and  offer  his  best  uastua 
to  bring  about  a  better  condition  of  altio. 
But  I  shall  not   further  dwell  upon  ciitma- 
stances  which  have  been  so  ably  and  eloqnmtl; 
described  by  my  honourable  friend  the  Sups- 
intendent  of  Wellington.    I  have  listened  vith 
great  attention  to  all  that  has  been  said  m  the 
three  propositions  for  future  Executire  gmd- 
anee  in  Native  affairs  which  have  been  tdn- 
cated ;  and  I  am  bound  to  give  my  sa;^  ^ 
that  plan  which  has  been  sketched  in  the  n- 
solution  submitted  by  Ministers.    I  cannot  hot 
admire  the  consistency  displayed  by  the  hosiwr- 
able  member  for  EUesmere,  whose  advocur  of 
Native  interests  and  rights  I  had  the  ^ewnn 
of  hearing  in  1854,  when  the  question  of  Ba- 
sponsible  Government  was  first    discussed  in 
this  colony.   Prom  that  day  to  the  present  time 
I  believe  he  has  held  steadily  to  the  opinioia 
he  then  expressed  on  this  subject.    Ba^  while 
I  then  admired,  as  I  do  still,  the  noble  feelings 
by  which  he  was  actuated,  I  thought  that  ha 
was  going  rather  too  fast  in  seeking  to  depoTa 
the  Governor  of    the    sole  control  of  NstiTa 
affairs  in  order  to  intrust  to  the  representatives 
of  the  European  colonists  the  management  of 
those  affairs  in  combination  with  the  o'^'"''? 
functions  of  government ;  and,  had  I  then  had 
a  vote  in  that  House,  I  should  have  been  found 
by  the  side  of  that  solitary  unit  who  stood  np 
against  the  otherwise  undivided  voice  o^^ 
House  on.  that  occasioa.^   I  was  one  of  nose 
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who  feared  that  evil  might  come  from  placing 
tt«  management  of  Native  affairs  in  "the  handS 
«{ the  Hinistiy  of  a  day,  chosen  by  a  Legisla* 
tme  in  wfiich  the  Natives  were  unrepresented. 
It  WW  then  foreseen  that  a  strange  Oovemor, 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  Native  mind 
and  character,  might  at  some  critiotJ  time  be 
dependent  open  the  advice  of  a  Ministry 
knowing  ahnost  as  little  as  himself  of  the  Na- 
trre  people,  and  that  such  a  state  of  things 
wotdd  probably  lead  to  results  prejudicial  to 
the  peace  and  i»x>sperity  of  the  colony.  But, 
although,  indeed,  something  like  this  has  come 
to  pass,  I  think  that  the  errors  and  mistakes  of 
the  past  will  operate  as  wsumings  in  the  future, 
and  that,  for  many  reasons,  the  system  now  in 
operation  should  not  be  abamdoned  at  this  oon- 
jnnctare  in  our  affairs.  And  I  do  feel  asto- 
nished at  the  support  now  given  to  such  a  pro- 
posal by  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot — 
one  of  the  foremost  amongst  the  champions  of 
tmlimited  responsibility  in  1851 — and  that  he, 
having  been  engaged  himself  for  years  since 
then  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
under  that  system  of  government,  should  now 
be  foond  amongst  the  first  to  insist  upon  the 
limitation  proposed.  I  caimot  but  think  that, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
were  now  the  occupiers  of  the  Ministerial 
benches  instead  of  my  honourable  friends, 
&e  cry  for  a  dictatorship  would  not  have  been 
heard  to  proceed  from  them  ;  and  I  am  disposed 
to  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (^Ir.  Dillon  Bell)  when  he  stigmatizes 
their  condact  in  this  question  as  arising  from 
solkiness,  if  not  spitefulness.  For  my  own 
part,  whatever  I  may  have  thought  atone  time 
of  the  applicability  of  the  system  of  Bespon- 
Bible  Government  to  the  management  of  Native 
aSairs,  I  am  now  prepared,  as  I  have  already 
said,  to  support  the  resolution  proposed  by  thJe 
Government  in  preference  to  either  of  the  ex- 
treme proposals  which  have  been  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City.  The 
complete  responsibility  sought  for  by  the 
former  honourable  gentleman  can  only  be 
realized  when  the  colony  is  in  a  position  to 
bear  the  whole  cost  of  its  internal  and  ex- 
ternal defence,  and  to  admit  to  its  General 
Assembly  representatives  chosen  by  the  Native 
subjects  of  the  Crown.  To  educate  them  for 
this  is  not  the  work  of  a  day ;  but  let  us  hope 
that  the  institutions  for  their  own  local  govern- 
ment which  are  now  being  introduced  amongst 
them  will  have  the  effect  of  qualifying  them, 
at  no  very  distant  day,  for  taking  their  part  in 
the  |iolitical  affairs  of  the  country.  Until  then 
I  think  we  must  be  content  with  the  limited 
measure  of  responsibility  which  is  proposed  by 
the  Government.  On  the  other  hand,  to  re- 
linquish that  responsibility  altogether  would,  I 
think,  at  the  present  time,  be  a  grav^  mistake. 
The  cironmstances  which  have  recently  oo- 
<!nrredin  the  Northern  Island  would — as  has 
*'ready  been  shown  by  a  member  who  repre- 
sents a  northern  eonstitoency — be  regarded  as 
s  reason  admowledged  by  us  why  we  should 
not  any  longer  trust  onnelvea  to  take  part  in 


the  government  of  the  Natives;  and  this,  I 
conoeive,  would  be  calculated  to  produce,  not. 
only  an  unfavourable  impression  on  the  NativA 
mind,  but  would  indeed  be  likely  to  act  preju- 
dicially against  us  in  the  Mother-country.  I 
therefore  appeal  to  this  House  and  ask  theza- 
not  to  disturb  the  relations  which  now  exist, 
between  the  Governor  and  his  present  Advisers.- 
I  believe  that  these  men  have  partially  suc- 
ceeded in  regaining  that  confidence  m  the- 
colonists  which  had  almost  been  destroyed  in 
the  Native  mind  not  long  since.  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  respect  and 
attention  with  which  the  Coromandel  Natives 
received  my  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of. 
the  Oovemment  when  he,  in  company  with 
myself,  visited  that  district  with  a  view  to  the 
acquisition  of  land  where  gold  deposits  wei« 
snpposed  to  exist,  and,  whilst  he  undoubtedly 
failed  in  a  negotiation  in  which  Sir  George 
Grey  afterwards  succeeded,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  visits  of  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to  the  district,  and  his  friendly  conversa- 
tions with  the  Natives,  did  very  much  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  Governor's  settlement  of 
the  affair.  The  Northern  Island  members  are 
almost  united  in  their  desire  that  nothing 
should  take  place  to  disturb  the  present  Minis- 
ters at  the  present  juncture.  They  have  in  a 
measure  buried  their  paltry  provincial  differ- 
ences and  jealousies,  and  by  a  common  danger 
have  been  driven  to  unite  for  their  common 
safety ;  and  I  do  trust  that  the  majority  of  tha 
representatives  in  the  Middle  Island  will  not 
lend  themselves  to  any  scheme  for  unsettling 
the  plans  of  the  Governor  and  his  present  Ad- 
visers. I  feel  that,  if  I  were  thus  appealing 
to  that  venerable  man,  now  no  more,  the  pre- 
decessor of  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  (Major  Kichardson),  who  once  adorned  this 
House,  and  contributed  so  much  to  the  wisdom, 
of  its  deliberations,  my  appeal  would  not  be  in 
vtun.  The  winter  months,  during  which  so 
little  could  be  done  to  give  effect  to  the  Go- 
vernor's plans,  have  passed  away,  and  the 
season  favourable  to  activity  is  at  hand,  and 
it  would  indeed  be  a  pity  if  the  advantage 
thus  afforded  should  be  lost,  merely  that  party 
feelings  might  be  gratified.  And  now  I  desire 
to  stato  what  are  my  own  feelings  with  regard 
to  Taranaki.  I  have  been  pleased  to  hear  one, 
if  not  two,  of  the  members  express  themselves 
as  opposed  to  the  embarrassing  of  the  present 
Ministry.  I  think  that  therein  they  are  study- 
ing the  interests  of  their  province.  And,  whils 
I  trust  that  no  rash  or  hasty  proceedings  may 
be  token  to  restore  the  people  of  that  settle- 
ment to  the  position  they  occupied  before  tha 
disturbances  took  place,  but  that  time  may 
be  given  to  the  Governor  to  work  out, 
by  peaceful  means,  if  possible,  his  plans  for 
the  re-establishment  of  that  settlement,  I  de- 
clare it  to  be  my  determination,  as  I  believ» 
it  to  be  that  of  every  northern  man,  not  to  bft 
content  with  less  than  a  restoration  to  theiz 
homes  of  those  who  have  been  driven  from 
them,  and  a  fair  compensation  for  the  losses 
they  have  sustained.  I  am  satisfied  that  tha 
t  Oovemor,  as  well  as  his  present  Advisers,  axe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i70 


Native  Affairs. 


[HOUSE.]  Natioe  Affairs. 


[Jult2S 


Vhited  in  their  desire  to  accomplish  these  ends ; 
and,  did  I  feel  that  it  were  otherwise,  my  own 
leeble  support  to  those  gentlemen  could  no 
Idnger  be  afioided.  I  must  regard  any  moTe- 
znent  in  the  direction  of  the  abandonment  of 
that  settlement  as  an  unwise  proceeding,  and  I 
cannot  but  deplore  that  any  step  should  have 
1>e«n  taken,  even  by  a  section  of  the  inhabi- 
tents  of  Taranaki,  towards  the  removal  of  their 
families  to  a  neighbouring  province. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  observed  that  the  de- 
bate had  assumed  a  character  that  precluded 
him  from  giving  a  silent  vote  on  the  question. 
Obliged,  however,  as  he  thus  felt  he  was  to 
speti]^  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  evening  and  at 
so  late  a  stage  of  the  debate,  he  must  claim  the 
indulgence  of  the  House ;  for,  as  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  travelling  over  ground  which  had 
been  already  occupied  with  unusual  ability  by 
previous  speakers,  he  had  to  address  a  tired 
House  at  disadvantage.  Indeed,  the  bare  men- 
tion of  the  question  before  them  brought  back 
wearisome  memories  of  still  more  wearisome 
debates ;  for,  if  there  was  one  political  topic 
more  than  another  that  might  be  said  to  have 
heen  worn  threadbare  in  the  Colonies  of  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand,  the  question  of  Be- 
sponsible  Government  was  certainly  entitled 
to  the  distinction.  But,  whereas  in  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  the  question  was  compsoa- 
tively  a  simple  one,  its  character  in  New 
Zealand  was  necessarily  much  more  intricate 
moA  compound.  In  1866  the  Legislature  suc- 
eeeded  in  solving  the  simple  form  of  the 
problem,  but,  unwisely  in  the  opinion  of  a 
considerable  minority,  forebore  insisting  on 
including  the  government  of  the  Natives  under 
this  responsible  system.  Although  the  hononr- 
a]>le  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  the 
other  evening,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  this  evening,  had  adverted 
to  the  previous  action  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  this  matter,  yet  he  (Mr.  Fitsherbert)  thought 
that  the  history  of  the  progress  of  legislative 
opinion  thereupon  had  not  been  dwelt  on  with 
Bufficient  particularity.  He  submitted  that 
such  a  reference  was  underlying  the  whole 
Question,  and  that  a  correct  apprehension  of 
die  present  position  of  the  House  towards  it 
oould  only  be  attained  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the 
Journals  of  the  House.  Such  a  reference 
would,  he  believed,  exjmse  the  anomalous  and 
inconsistent  attitude  of  the  House,  if  it  should 
xeject  the  resolution  before  it.  At  the  same 
time  he  could  not  refrain  from  remarking,  and 
he  did  so  with  every  respect,  that  in  his  humble 
opinion  the  production  of  the  resolution  before 
the  House  was  in  itself  a  blunder.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  had  established  a 
pretty  little  bit  of  flirtation  with  the  Post- 
master-General, who  accepted  the  fashionable 
ohaS  which  emanated  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  as  the  expression  of  genuine  re- 
gard, and,  with  truly  amiable  sim^icity,  pro- 
mised at  once  to  publish  to  the  world  his 
billeU  doux  and  vincucate  the  character  of  the 
oonfldential  arrangements  entered  into ;  and 
thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  House  was  where 
it  was,  and  that  they  were  favoured  with  the 
Ur.  John  WHUamaon 


perusal  of  a  piece  of  comjxMitian  about  as  ia> 
teresting  as  such  documents  usually  are  tSta 
marriage.  An  excellent  thesis  for  a  debating 
club  became  misplaced  when  brought  nndtr 
discussion  in  a  Legislature  whose  decisions  wem 
intended  to  have  a  jiractioal  effect.  He,  for  one, 
could  perceive  no  practical  object  to  be  attained 
by  the  present  mode  of  prooedure,  for  aa 
affirmation  of  the  resolution  oould  only  land 
them  where  they  were  already  placed  by  tlie 
resolution  of  1861,  of  which  it  was  merely  a 
duplicate ;  nevertheless,  as  it  was  before  them, 
he  conld  not  regard  its  rejection  in  any  other 
point  of  view  than  as  a  retrograde  and  incas- 
sistent  step,  one  not  easily  to  be  accounted  in, 
and  certain,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  regretted  hete- 
af  ter.  The  House  would  probably  consider  that 
it  had  already  heard  enough  of  the  first  eSoits 
of  the  Legislature  in  this  direction  in  ISSi; 
and  it  would  not  readily  forget  the  rematkabli 
contrast  which  the  present  debate  on  the  ftCh 
ceedings  of  that  epoch  had  established  as  be- 
tween the  consistent  conduct  bf  the  bonouraUs 
member  for  Ellesmere  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
inconsistency  of  the  honourable  member  fat 
Cheviot  on  the  other.  The  inconsistendei, 
however,  of  individual  members  formed  no  psit 
of  his  present  line  of  argument,  and  he  should 
not  remark  further  upon  any  such.  It  loS' 
with  the  inconsistency  of  the  Legislature  taken 
OS  a  whole,  should  it  be  pleased  to  reject  the 
present  resolution,  rather  than  with  the  teigi- 
versation  of  this  or  that  individual  member, 
that  ho  wished  to  deal ;  and  in  that  view  be 
would  merely  advert  to  the  fact  that,  so  bt 
back  as  eight  years  ago,  efiorts  had  be^  made 
in  this  House,  although  they  proved  abortive  at 
the  time,  to  bring  the  adipinistration  of  Na^ra 
affairs  under  a  system  of  responsibility  to  it, 
and  he  thought  he  should  be  enabled  further 
to  establish  the  position,  that  from  that  data 
up  to  the  present  time  the  same  object  had 
been  steadily  kept  in  view  with  more  <a  lees 
success.  The  efiorts  made  to  attain  this  end 
in  1856  had  been  so  ably  and  forcibly  explained' 
by  the  honourable  member  the  Superint^ident 
of  Wellington  that  nothing  was  left  for  him  (Ur. 
Fitzherbert)  to  add  on  that  point.  From  that 
period  to  1860  no  further  efforts  were  made,  but 
then  a  remarkable  phase  presented  itself,  shov- 
ing clearly  that  the  interval  had  not  been  one  oi 
indifference.  At  the  bare  intimation,  gleaned 
from  the  newspapers,  that  the  Imperial  Pariiap 
ment  had  undertaken  to  settle  the  administta- 
tion  of  Native  affairs  for  them  by  legislati(m,aDi 
that,  too,  upon  a  basis  of  non-responsibihty  to 
the  Colonial  Legislature,  this  House  lighted  np- 
— the  word  is  too  feeble — absolutely  flared  np 
with  indignation,  speeches  following  quick  in 
succession  from  all  sides  of  the  House  at  what 
honourable  speakers  were  pleased  to  term  the 
presumption  of  the  Imperial  Legislatare  in 
attempting  to  take  their  peculiar  work  out  of 
their  hands.  Had  they  not  voted  £7,000  sterling 
for  Native  purposes  ?  Had  they  not  ventured  so 
far  as  to  call  the  Natives  an  interesting  people  t 
These  were  questions  urged  on  all  sides  in 
paroxysms  of  astonishment  at  their  own  benevo- 
lence.   The  occasion  was  regarded  as  no  ordi- 
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mij  one ;  the  most  phlegmatic  members  in- 1 
tofeied;  Ministers  and  Opposition  mingled 
together  on  the  flooi  of  the  House  in  undigni- 
fied familiarity.  It  was  a  common  danger,  and 
most  be  faced.  A  dog  had  been  seen,  in  the 
shape  of  an  Imperial  Bill,  and  the  sheep  all 
rushed  and  huddled  together.  Nor  were 
honourable  gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil fne  from  alarm ;  their  bovine  aflinities 
ptendled,  and  they  joined  the  rush  of  the 
Lower  House.  The  result  of  all  this  was  that 
a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  As- 
sembly met  and  considered  the  subject-matter 
of  certain  resolutions  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  (Mr.  Fox),  and  agreed  to 
lepoit,  inter  alia,  "  That  a  Bill  should  be  pre- 
pued  for  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly 
during  the  session  .  .  .  which  would  require 
the  reorganization  of  the  Department  for  Na- 
tive Affairs,  which  should  for  the  future  be 
placed  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other  depart- 
ments of  government,  and  should  consist  of  a 
Secretary  for  Native  Afiairs,  being  a  member 
of  the  Besponsible  Ministry,  a  permanent 
Under-Secretary,  and  the  necessary  subor- 
dinate officers ; ' '  that  the  question  was  put,  and 
lesolved  in  the  affirmative ;  that  a  Committee 
was  immediately  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Richmond,  to  piepEure  a  Bill  in  accordance 
with  the  resolutions;  and,  further,  that  a 
message  was  immediately  brought  from  the 
Legislative  Council  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swain- 
son,  adopting  aad  concurring.  Such  was  the 
Dnanifflity,  the  haste,  the  jealousy  in  1860 
on  a  point  on.  which  the  House  now,  in 
1862,  appealed  to  be  divided,  backward,  and 
indifierent.  What  had  occurred  in  the  mean- 
time to  bring  about  such  a  change  of  opinion? 
The  country  had  a  right  to  a  reply,  and  the 
House  ought  at  all  times  to  be  able  to  vindicate 
its  character  from  any  inference  of  gross  incon- 
sistency. Certainly  no  new  circumstances  had 
arisen  prior  to  the  session  of  1861,  nor  had  any  re- 
action taken  place  in  the  legislative  mind  on  this 
particular  pomt.  On  the  contrary,  the  Journals 
of  1861  were  even  more  signiiicaut  than  those  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  recorded  in  an  explicit 
manner  the  determination  to  exercise  a  con- 
stitutional control  over  Native  polioy,  and  ren- 
der Native  administration  responsible  to  that 
House.  The  House,  in  fact,  last  year  declined 
to  vote  the  small  sum  of  £10,000  "  for  Native 
purposes  generally"  without  travelling  out  of 
its  usual  and  ordinary  routine,  and  carefully — 
almost  suspiciously — tying  it  down  so  that  it 
could  only  '•  be  expended  by  direction  of  the 
Governor  in  Council."  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  at  that  date — 5th  September,  1861 — 
the  intelligence  of  the  reappointment  of  Sir 
George  Grey  to  the  Governorship  of  New  Zea- 
land hod  been  officially  commimicated  to  that 
House,  and  that  it  was  after  that  announce- 
ment hod  been  made  that  the  House  showed 
itself  so  scrupulous  ;  and  that  it  was  the  same 
House  that  was  now  asked  to  divest  itself  of  all 
financial  control,  and  hand  over  to  the  same 
Governor,  in  July,  1862,  the  sum  of  £50,000  to 
be  expended  without  the  responsible  advice  of 
Ministers,  to  whom  the  uncontrolled  expendi- 


ture of  £10,000  was  refused  in  September,  1861. 
But  a  further  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the 
samo  year  would  exhibit  In  a  more  striking 
light  the  inconsistency  into  which  the  House 
would  fall  if  it  followed  the  advice  of  honour- 
able members  opposite  and  proceeded  to  reject 
the  resolution  before  it,  and  thereby  stultifj 
all  its  former  acts  and  resolutions.  After  an 
adjourned  debate,  and  therefore,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed, with  more  than  usual  deliberation,  the 
House  affirmed  by  resolutions,  and  without  a 
division,  tolthe  following  efient — namely, — 

"  That  tney  took  the  occasion  thereby  af- 
forded of  renewing  the  record  of  their  de- 
liberate opinion  on  the  subject,  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Sir  George  Orey  upon  his  assum- 
ing the  Government  of  New  Zealand.  .  . 
.  .  And  that,  while  fully  recognizing  add 
securing  to  the  Governor  both  the  initia- 
tion and  the  decision  where  Imperial  in- 
terests are  involved,  no  reorganization  of  the 
political  branch  of  the  Land  Purchase  Depart- 
ment will  be  effectual  or  satisfactory  to  the 
country  which  does  not  place  the  conduct  of 
the  ordinary  business  of  Native  administration 
under  responsibility  to  the  Assembly." 

It  had  thus,  he  submitted,  been  undeniably 
established  by  a  reference  to  the  Journals  of 
the  House  that  the  eBort  to  introduce  re- 
sponsibility into  the  administration  of  Na- 
tive affairs  had  been  a  continuing  action  on 
the  part  of  the  House;  and  one,  therefore, 
which  could  not  be  lightly  abandoned  with- 
out exposing  it  to  a  grave  charge  of  incon- 
sistency ;  unless,  indeed,  it  comd  be  urged 
that  some  new  circumstances  had  arisen  in 
the  interim  which  gave  a  new  complexion  to 
the  whole  case.  So  far,  however,  was  it  from 
being  competent  to  rely  on  any  such  grounds, 
that  the  resolutions  of  last  yoar  referred  to  the 
recent  appointment  of  Sir  George  Groy  as  a 
special  reason  why  the  system  of  responsibility 
should  be  adopted.  And  so  far  was  that  system 
from  having  proved  a  failure  when  reduced  to 
practice,  that  the  experience  of  the  last  nine 
months  had  shown  it  to  have  been  eminently 
successful.  And  it  was  under  circumstances 
such  as  these  that  the  House  was  invited  by 
some  honourable  members  to  set  about  altering 
and  tinkering  the  machinery  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  colony  was  going  along  with  mode- 
rately favourable  weather,  and  in  a  right  direc- 
tion ;  and  they  must  needs  heave-to  for  the 
purpose  of  fitting  on  old  rusty  gear  that  had 
been  condemned  as  unserviceable.  From  any 
of  the  three  points  in  which  the  compound, 
question  might  be  viewed,  whether  the  Native, 
the  Imperial,  or  the  colonial,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  House  could  not  decline  the  respon- 
sibility of  taking  an  active  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Native  affairs.  For  the  House 
to  isolate  itself  and  withdraw  from  Native  ques- 
tions could  never  be  the  path  to  lead  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  harmonious  relations  between 
the  two  races.  The  Natives  had  at  length 
learned  to  entertain  favourable  impressions  of 
the  General  Assembly,  which  would  inevitably 
become  obliterated  if  it  abdicated  its  control 
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over  such  questions.  Sach  a  step  conld  not 
fail  to  be  interpreted  into  indifference,  and 
would  have,  to  say  the  least,  a  ohilling  effect, 
little  calculated  to  secure  the  attachment  of 
the  Native  mind  to  our  institutions.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  Imperial  point  of  view 
had  been  too  much  lost  sight  of.  It  might  be  as 
-well,  perhaps,  to  avoid  the  dilemma  of  that  well- 
dressed  but  somewhat  forward  gentleman,  who 
pursued  the  step  of  a  neat  ankle  in  the  fond 
belief  that  the  face  would  be  agreeable.  And 
the  House  would  be  only  acting  with  prudent 
self-respect,  if,  whilst  admiring  the  economical 
dimensions  of  the  colonial  ankle,  it  would, 
before  committing  itself,  venture  to  glance  at 
the  face  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
One  look  would  suffice  to  convince  the  most 
Bceptical  that  that  great  calculating  ^rsonage 
had  instantly  detected  beneath  the  flimsy  pre- 
text of  declining  power  and  responsibility  in 
Native  tuSairs  the  unpleasant  feature  of  pecu- 
niary repudiation.  The  modesty  of  colonies 
did  not  generally  induce  them  to  decline 
power ;  and  history  assured  them  that  popular 
assemblies  grasped  at  power,  but  never  volun- 
tarily abandoned  it.  Neither  had  the  colonial 
point  of  view  been  sufficiently  considered. 
Much  had  been  said  about  Taranaki,  and,  as  he 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  it,  he  would  not  permit 
himself  to  do  so  without  expressing  bis  deepest 
^mpathy  with  its  present  position,  and  his  con- 
fident belief  that  the  time  would  come  when  a 
far  greater  degree  of  prosperity  would  be  sc- 
oured to  them  than  they  had  ever  before  en- 
joyed. But  that  was  not  the  particular  object 
with  which  he  referred  to  so  painful  a  subject. 
He  believed  that  the  case  of  Taranaki  showed 
more  than  any  other  the  policy  of  adopting  the 
system  of  Ministerial  responsibility  in  Native 
matters ;  for  he  was  bold  to  affirm,  speaking  in 
the  light  of  past  events,  that,  if  Ministerial  re- 
aponsibility  in  Native  matters  bad  existed  in 
the  Government  of  the  colony  at  the  date  of 
the  proclamation  of  war  at  Taranaki,  no 
Euch  war  would  have  been  entered  on  with- 
out first  summoning  the  General  Assembly, 
and  that  in  that  case  no  war  would  have 
been  made.  He  urged  the  House  not 
to  belie  its  antecedents ;  not  to  show  the 
white  feather  on  the  approach  of  difficulty 
— for  most  certainly  the  Native  question  was  a 
difficult  one — ^not  to  accept  the  flattering  com- 
pliment— as  it  had  repeatedly  done  m  the 
most  kindly  manner — that  this  among  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies  was  distinguished  for  its  capa- 
city for  oorrying  on  constitutional  government; 
ftnd  then,  like  the  exquisite  who  went  to  the 
meet  in  unexceptionable  tops  and  well-mounted, 
tarn  tail  at  the  first  stiff  fence,  and  make  off 
for  a  gap  in  the  nearest  hedge.  After  all  the 
old  boasts  the  field  will  laugh  at  the  attempt 
to  be  up  with  the  fox  by  slipping  through  the 
gap  of  a  dictatorship. 

Mi.  weld  exinessed  his  regret  that  he 
should  a  second  time  be  compelled  to  rise. 
After  the  speeches  that  had  been  made  by  the 
honourable  members  opposite — after  all  the 
talk  about  high  constitutional  principles  and 
poUtioal  consistency,  one  might  almost  b«  led 
Mr.  FiMmhert 


to  imagine  that  the  resolution  embodied  some 
important  assertion  of  the  constitutional  ri^itB 
and  privileges  of  the  Assembly.  The  hoooor- 
able  memiter  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Feotheatoa) 
had  beat  the  big  drum,  and  the  honooioble 
member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  luid 
fired  off  his  jokes — hod  repeated  that  wiuy  Irat 
semi-theatrical  performance  with  which  dd 
members  of  the  House-  were  all  so  familiar, 
and  all  about  —  what?  About  on  ind^nite, 
miserable,  and  paltry  resolution,  which,  whilrt 
leaving  to  the  Governor  all  real  power,  reserved 
to  the  Ministry  the  decision  of  such  great  and 
important  questions  as  to  the  right  of  Pson 
to  a  new  blanket,  or  whether  Matin  should 
have  an  extra  bucket  of  lillepee.  That  «m 
about  the  real  and  full  meaning  of  the  resolu- 
tion. He  did  not  say  that  the  Ministry  shoold 
be  forbidden  to  assist  the  Governor;  but  he  did 
say  that  we  must  not  fetter  the  Governor  or 
compromise  ourselves  by  imposing  the  Minittiy 
upon  the  Governor  in  Native  matters.  Si 
George  Grey  had  bt'cn  sent  out  as  a  Dictator, 
and  he  (Mr.  Weld)  wished  the  House  to  recognize 
these  facts,  and  not  to  pretend  to  a  power 
which  they  really  did  not,  and  could  not 
assert,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony.  [The  honourable  member  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  re- 
solution had  been  brought  forward,  and  to  the 
willingness  of  members  on  the  Opposition  side  to 
avoid  making  it  a  party  question.]  He  wooU 
bear  testimony  to  the  frank  and  stroightformid 
course  taken  by  the  Postmaster-General,  sneered 
at,  as  it  was,  for  "  simplicity  "  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert).  H* 
thought  it  would  be  well  if  the  conduct  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  were  imitated  by  his 
colleagues.  He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Government  in  first  encouraging  the  belid 
that  the  question  was  not  to  be  considered  s 
party  one,  and  then,  when  they  found  defeat 
was  inevitable  by  a  large  majority,  using  the 
whip  and  making  threats  of  resignation.  Soeh 
conduct  misled  the  House,  and  was  most  bn- 
miliating  to  their  supporters. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM.— No,  no. 

Mr.  WELD.— He  could  not  say  what  would 
humiliate  that  honourable  member.  He  had 
heard  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston),  and  marvelled 
equally  at  his  eloquence  and  the  remaritaUe 
propriety  with  which  an  attack  for  inooB- 
sistency  fell  from  his  lips.  He,  who  in  tiiat 
speech  upheld  the  former  Administration  of  Sir 
George  Grey,  of  which  he  had  once  been  tbe 
bitterest  opponent 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON.— My  opposition  was 
to  the  delay  in  the  intioducUon  of  representa- 
tive institutions  by  Sir  George  Grey. 

Mr.  WELD. — Recollection  would  have  led 
him  (Mr.  Weld)  to  believe  in  the  Native  poBey 
likewise ;  and  again,  had  not  the  hononisble 
gentleman  and  his  party  appealed  from  the  de- 
cisions of  this  Bouse  to  the  Colonial  Office? 
Was  that  consistency  ?  But  there  was  some- 
thing he  (Mr.  Weld)  valued  more  than  con- 
sistency— that  was  truth ;  and  he  did  not  now 
wish  the  House  to  keep  up  a  semblance  of 
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■othorit;^  in  Native  matteis  which  it  did  not  I 
posseas.  Where  i^wer  lay,  there  let  responsi- 
bility also  lie.  Did  any  man  believe  it  was  in 
the  power  oi  the  House  to  direct  the  action  of 
Sir  Oeoige  Ore^  and  of  the  Home  Qovemment 
in  Native  affairs?  Many  years  ago  he  (Mr. 
Weld),  the  honoorable  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  and  the  honourable 
mmiber  who  taunted  him  with  inconsistency, 
were,  with  other  honoorable  gentlemen,  re- 
quested by  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  to  accept  seats  in 
bis  nominee  Council.  He  remembered  well  the 
reply  he  then — though  almost  a  boy — gave  Sir 
Oeorge  Grey.  That  reply  might  be  called  his 
first  step  in  the  arena  of  public  life.  He  had 
then  said,  "  I  can  understand  a  state  of  affairs 
in  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  leave  everything 
for  a  time  in  the  hiuids  of  the  Governor,  but 
then  public  opinion  must  be  a  check  upon  his 
action ;  he  must  then  stand  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. For  my  part,  I  will  not  consent 
to  stand  as  a  veil  between  the  real  power  and 
the  people."  Now,  those  words,  uttered  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  exactly  expressed  his  present 
sentiments.  Let  the  House  hold  to  that  prin- 
ciple— let  them  acknowledge  the  real  facts  of 
the  case — let  His  Excellency  stand  in  the  eye 
of  the  world  clothed  with  responsibility  in  Na- 
tive affairs,  as  well  as  with  power,  amenable 
only  to  the  public  opinion  of  the  Assembly,  of 
the  colony,  of  England,  and  they  would  have 
done  more  to  put  things  in  a  true  position  than 
if  they  passed  fifty  thousand  such  paltry,  impo- 
tent, and  miserable  resolutions  as  that  which 
he  held  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM.— Sir,  although  not  a  young 
member  in  this  House,  still  I  am  not  one  that 
takes  up  the  time  of  the  House  often  or  at  great 
length,  and  on  this  occasion  will  adhere  to  my 
former  rule  and  say  but  little.  My  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Bruce  has  told  this 
House  that  he  represents  20,000  people,  or  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  population  of  New  Zealand.  I 
may  say  that  I  represent  a  large  and  influential 
district,  where  there  are  also  a  great  number  of 
Natives,  and  by  the  time  I  return  to  my  dis- 
trict I  expect  to  find  one-half  of  the  floating 
constituency  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Brace  industriously  settled  at  Coromandel,  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland.  Before  alluding  to 
tiie  question  before  the  House,  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain what  will  seem  an  apparent  inconsis- 
tency in  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  Before 
leaving  Auckland  I  publicly  expressed  what  I 
then  believed  to  be  the  case — I  Sbssumed  that 
the  entire  management  and  control  of  Native 
affairs  was  left  to  the  Governor,  and  that  the 
Ministry  had  no  voice  in  the  matter;  but,  after 
leading  the  papers  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
Honse,  I  find  that  such  is  not  the  case,  and 
that  the  Ministry  have  acted  on  the  resolution 
of  1860,  in  regard  to  the  relations  that  should 
exist  betwixt  the  Governor  and  his  Responsible 
Aivisers.  This  resolution  merely  continues 
that  relationship  which  it  has  been  justly  said  is 
undefined  and  nndefinable.  Sir,  it  is  impossible, 
in  my  opinion,  to  define  precisely  the  relations 
tiiat  should  exist  betwixt  the  Governor  and  his 
Minirtry.    If  you  try  to  do  it  something  will 


coma  in  the  way  that  will  bring  about  a  dead 
lock.  It  will  place  Ministota  in  a  position  of 
difficulty.  For  several  years  I  hare  been  of 
opinion  that  the  best  way  to  manage  the 
Natives  was  to  have  a  permanent  Native  Coun- 
cil of  the  best  and  most  influential  men  to 
etdvise  the  Governor  upon  all  Native  matters  ; 
so  that,  whatever  Governor  we  might  have,  he 
would  at  all  times  receive  the  same  regular 
advice  and  prevent  those  organic  changes  whioh 
the  Natives  could  not  understand,  but  look 
upon  with  BU8j)icion  cmd  distrust.  But  to  this 
system  there  is  this  objection :  that  the  Native 
Council  and  the  Ministry  might  act  at  cross- 
purposes  with  each  other.  Such  a  system,  the 
Governor  says,  he  could  not  recommend.  Then, 
Sir,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  work  under 
this  resolution,  when  the  Government  come 
down  to  this  House  and  toll  us  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
country  unless  under  some  such  relbtionship 
as  indicated  in  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  Sir,  under  present  circumstances,  when 
we  have  a  Governor  who  has  come  to  our  rescue 
at  considerable  sacrifice  to  himself,  it  is  our 
duty  to  co-operate  with  liim— to  give  him 
advice — not  our  left  but  our  right  hand ;  and  if 
we  succeed  in  saving  the  Native  race,  it  will  be 
a  great  blessing,  and  prove  greatly  to  our  ad- 
vantage. I  look  upon  the  runangas  as  likely 
to  lead  to  useful  purposes.  They  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  individualization  of  the  Native 
title,  and  unravel  many  complicated  difficulties 
in  that  quarter ;  and  I  speak  from  experience, 
as  I  have  within  the  lost  three  months  travelled 
through  a  great  portion  of  the  country  where 
these  institutions  are  at  work,  and  also  through 
the  Waikato  country.  As  soon  as  the  Natives 
individualize  their  lands  and  receive  Crown 
grants,  I  would  be  glad  to  see  thorn  exercise 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects, 
and  under  one  law.  I  will  therefore  vote  for 
the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  POX. — Sir,  I  wish  the  course  pursued  by 
honourable  members  opposite  had  been  as  bold 
as  the  voice  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  was  loud  when  he  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  second  speech  in  a  debate 
which  had  already  extended  to  so  late  an  hour. 
I  wish  honourable  members  opposite  had  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  this  question  in  a  more 
straightforward  and  manly  way.  We  were 
coaxed  by  the  blandishments  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  into  adopting  a 
course  which  I  had  already  intimated  I  con- 
sidered unwise  for  the  House  to  adopt,  that  of 
endeavouring  to  define  what  ought  to  be  the 
relations  between  His  Excellency  and  the 
colony.  We  did  not,  however,  act  altogether 
in  a  spirit  of  mere  acquiescence,  as  we  were 
placed  in  a  position  of  constraint  by  a  number 
of  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  who  distinctly  said  they  would  not 
listen  to  a  Financial  Statement  or  proceed  with 
any  other  business  till  we  had  settled  this 
question  of  our  relations  with  the  Governor. 
Therefore  we  had  no  choice  whatever  but  to 
take  this  step  of  laying  before  the  House  the 
best  suggestions  we  comd  offer  as  to  the  reU- 
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tiana  that  ought  to  exist  between  the  Hoose 
and  His  Excellency.  In  bo  doing  we  simply 
leduced  into  form  the  relations  that  had  prao- 
tioally  existed  between  us  and  His  Excellenoy 
daring  the  past  year,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  the  introductory  passage,  we  used  the  identi- 
oal  words  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  House 
ayear  ago  without  any  dissent ;  and  on  that  reso- 
lution, I  foel  now  bound  to  inform  the  House, 
the  Government  will  take  its  stand.  If  the 
tesolntion  is  simply  negatived,  the  Oovemment 
vrill  consider  that  in  so  doing  the  House  has 
rescinded  the  resolution  of  last  session,  and  we 
are  left  without  any  basis  for  our  relations  to 
the  Governor,  and  in  a  position  in  which  we 
cannot  submit  to  be  placed.  Wo  hold  that  out 
as  no  threat,  nor  because  we  accept  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  as  expressive  of  a  want  of 
confidence — for  we  could. not,  in  spite  of  the 
general  testimony  to  the  contrary  from  all 
sides  of  the  House,  regard  any  decision  the 
House  may  now  come  to  as  a  vote  of  censure 
— but  simply  as  practical  men  who  have  had 
a  pretty  ample  experience,  while  in  office,  of 
what  is  necessary,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  without  a  large  measure  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility,  it  is  impossible  that  we 
can  in  practice  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
country  with  reference  to  Native  affairs.  I  am 
unwilling  to  detain  the  House  long  at  this  late 
hoiu:  of  the  night ;  but  there  are  some  few 
points  which  have  been  raised,  questions 
pointedly  put,  and  remarks  on  the  sayings 
and  doings  of  His  Excellency  and  his  Miusters 
which  I  feel  bound  to  make  some  comment 
upon.  One  point,  at  least,  I  hope  is  esta- 
blished to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House — 
namely,  the  entire  cordiality  existing  be- 
tween His  Excellency  and  ourselves  with 
reference  to  the  relations  proposed  to  be 
established  in  connection  with  the  plan  of 
Native  government.  By  the  documents  laid 
upon  the  table  those  insinuations  cast  out  by  a 
portion  of  the  public  Press  of  a  want  of  har- 
mony between  us  must,  now  and  for  ever,  be 
set  at  rest.  But  there  is  one  point,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  origin  of  these  plans  for  the 
government  of  the  Natives  to  which  I  cannot 
help  alluding,  and  I  cannot  stand  up  in 
this  House  without  expressing  my  opinion  on 
it.  We  have  been  told  that  the  father  of  these 
great  principles  involved  in  oyr  Native  policy, 
which  first  took  its  shape  in  the  Legislature 
of  1858,  was  the  late  Native  Minister  and  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  Mr.  Richmond — a  gentleman 
whom  we  all  regret  not  to  see  here,  and  none 
more  than  myself,  as  there  is  always  a  gratifi- 
cation in  having  a  f oeman  worthy  of  our  steel , 
I  should  be  one  of  the  last  men  to  detract  from 
that  gentleman's  abilities,  or  refuse  to  give  him 
credit  for  what  he  has  done ;  but,  while  gener- 
ous to  one  absent  man,  we  must  be  just  to 
another ;  and  I  think  honourable  members  will 
agree  with  me  in  saying  that,  however  able  Mr. 
0.  W.  Richmond's  speeches  and  skilful  his 
legislation  on  Native  subjects,  there  is  a  gentle- 
man in  the  colony,  now  lying  on  a  bed  of  sick- 
ness, prostrated  in  body  and  mind,  worn  out  by 
his  exertions  in  theso  matters,  whom  history 
Mr.  Fox 


will  recognize  to  be  the  first  emmdator  of  Ohm 
principles ;  and  that  is  my  friend  Mr.  Fentco,  is 
whose  talented  reports  I  find  these  priBeqte 
fully  developed.  Constant  and  earnest,  tiinnigh 
difficulties  and  dangers,  he  worked  on,  dixra- 
garding  fine  opportunities  of  personal  adTu- 
tage,  he  would  have  succeeded  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  ever  he  did  had  he  not  be«a 
thwarted  by  the  irresponsible  machinery  oC 
the  Native  Office.  That  has  been  the  cans* 
of  half  the  evil  that  has  occurred  in  thi» 
colony.  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  tiis 
credit  due  to  Mr.  Richmond  for  the  ni» 
he  made  of  those  principles,  but  Mr.  Fenton 
was  the  originator  of  them.  The  prin- 
ciples contained  in  Mr.  Richmond's  speeches 
were  not  original ;  they'  were  first  enun- 
ciated by  Mr.  Fenton  in  that  invaluaUs 
report  of  his  which  was  thrust  away  in  a 
pigeon-hole  in  the  Native  Office,  and  with  difi- 
oulty  extracted  by  Mr.  Foisaith  in  1860.  The 
two  great  principles  laid  down  by  him  iren 
these:  first,  there  is  no  mystery  in  Natii* 
affairs;  and,  secondly,  yon  must  work  npon 
Natives  by  Natives.  Herein  lay  the  whols 
secret  of  governing  the  Natives.  It  has  mads 
me  stand  aghast  to  hear  honourable  membea 
who  ought  to  have  known  better,  who  wets 
members  of  the  Waikato  Committee  in  I860, 
now  doing  all  they  can  to  convince  the  Honss 
that  there  is  a  mystery  in  Native  afiais, 
some  peculiar  mana,  some  special  skill  ot 
witchcraft,  vested  in  the  hands  of  one  indi- 
vidual, who  alone  can  exercise  it  over  the 
Natives.  I  will  tell  the  House  that  there  is 
no  man  in  this  colony  that  so  utterly  soooti 
the  idea  as  the  present  Governor.  He  does  not 
believe  that  any  mana  is  necessary  for  ths 
management  of  the  Natives,  but  that  justice, 
equity,  and  truth  are  the  spells  to  work  with. 
When  we  thought  we  had  attained  the  fctiit  of 
our  labours  by  the  demolition  of  the  Natin 
Office,  thought  we  had  swept  it  away  for  evez, 
we  again  find  it  rising  out  of  the  ground  like  a 
grim  ghost  before  us.  I  am  utterly  amasad  to 
see  men  who,  after  twenty  years'  experience, 
had  arrived  at  a  great  conclusion,  turning  tail 
like  so  many  scared  colts,  and  rushing  off  they 
know  not  why  or  where.  It  is  not  like  us  old 
colonists  of  New  Zealand,  who  have  faced  •» 
many  perils  by  earthquakes,  by  shipwreclo,  bf 
land,  by  fire,  and  by  water,  to  be  terrified  I7 
this  bugbear  of  responsibility  between  us  lad 
His  Excellency.  Positively,  I  b^n  to  be 
ashamed  of  some  of  those  by  whom  I  am  sur- 
rounded. The  honourable  member  for  Cheviot 
and  I  voyaged  across  the  seas  together  to  daia 
representative  institutions  for  this  country,  and 
we  contended  that  the  colonists  were  able  to 
take  this  responsibility  upon  themselves ;  and 
it  is  with  feelings  of  shame  and  regret  that  I 
now  see  him  turning  his  back  and  going,  in 
company  with  the  honourable  member  for  Ho- 
tueka,  down  hill  into  a  pit  where  his  political 
reputation  must  lay  for  ever  perished.  Bat, 
before  it  is  too  late,  I  implore  hun  to  leave  sndi 
society,  to  remember  his  first  love,  and  to  thii^ 
twice  before  he  takes  such  a  suicidal  step,  not 
only  for  himself   but   for  the  colony,  aa  to 
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■iMiidoii  a  single  inch  which  we  have  gained. 
Qiig  is  not  a  c^uestion  to  be  decided  by  an 
l^peal  to  fiist  pnnciples.  First  principles  are 
ivy  well  for  the  philosopher  in  his  closet,  but 
a  statesman  must  consider  all  the  surround- 
ings of  a  question,  all  its  bearings  and  assisting 
«  obstructing  elements.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  would  look  at  a  great  question  solely 
ftraa  a  first-principle  point  of  view  is  like  an 
anatomist  who  should  confine  his  attention  to 
the  skeleton,  forgetting  the  muscles,  the  circu- 
lation, the  respiratory  and  nervous  system.  To 
lednoe  such  a  question  as  the  present  to  its 
iksleton  would  mislead  aqd  deceive  us  in 
actual  practice.  A  statesman  must  consider 
how  far  he  has, the  public  mind  with  him. 
The  honourable  member  for  Heathcote  and 
others  have  complained  of  the  mistiness  and 
haziness  of  this  resolution.  When  a  man  looks 
for  the  moon  and  cannot  see  it  it  may  be  be- 
cause the  moon  is  hazy,  or  it  may  be  because 
the  man  is  hazy,  but  in  the  latter  case  it  is 
not  &e  moon's  fault  but  the  man's.  I  have 
heard  of  a  man  who  attempted  to  light  his 
oandle  with  an  extinguisher  on,  and,  of  course, 
failed  to  do  it ;  and  if  the  honourable'  member 
looks  at  this  resolution  with  an  extinguisher  on 
his  mind  he  is  not  likely  to  arrive  at  a  very 
clear  conception  of  it ;  but  if  he  would  look  a 
it  with  fairness  and  candour,  and  assist  the 
Government  to  carry  it,  we  should  have  come 
much  sooner  to  the  end  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  in  view,  which  no  one  would  be  more 
glad  to  see  accomplished  than  I.  The  honour- 
ride  member  for  Christchurch  said  Sir  George 
Grey  was  not  a  man  to  wait  advice  in  manag- 
ing Natives,  and  one  of  the  honourable  mem- 
hm  for  Taranaki  (Mr.  Atkinson)  told  us, 
among  other  objections  to  Ministerial  responsi- 
bility, that  Sir  George  Grey  was  the  last  person 
to  consult  a  man  merely  because  he  was  a 
Minister.  If  the  honourable  member  is  correct 
he  has  paid  us  a  high  compliment — though 
prahaps  he  did  not  intend  it — for  Sir  George 
Qiey  has  consulted  us  on  every  single  thing  he 
has  done  since  be  arrived  in  the  colony,  and, 
aooording  to  the  honourable  member's  opinion, 
he  must  have  done  so  because  he  respected  our 
opinion  as  men  and  not  as  Ministers.  But  I 
judge,  by  the  documents  laid  on  the  table,  that 
he  IS  a  likely  person  to  consult  men  because 
they  are  Ministers.  He  has  a  full,  hearty,  and 
generous  appreciation  of  the  system  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility,  and  I  believe  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  and  his  friends 
should  be  placed  in  our  seats,  Sir  George  Grey 
will  consult  even  them  simply  because  they 
are  Ministers.  The  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  adopted  a  most 
novel  and  extraordinary  theory,  and  I  mean  to 
keep  him  to  that  tibeory  during  this  session  and 
after  it;  for  it  will  tell  much  in  his  favour 
when  he  stands  again  on  the  hustings  and  talks 
to  the  free  colonists  of  New  2<ealand,  who  do 
to  some  extent  value  their  privileges.  That 
honourable  member  told  us  of  certain  persons 
lAom  he  called  Bomans,  who  formerly,  when 
they  got  into  troubles,  were  in  the  habit  of  ap- 
jointrng  Dictators,  and,  if  they  did  not  do  what 


was  expected  of  them,  out  off  their  heads  at 
the  end  of  the  year ;  and  from  that  the  honour- 
able member  drew  the  conclusion  that  we  must 
not  have  Ministerial  responsibility,  but  trust 
Sir  George  Grey  entirely,  for  one  year  and  no 
more,  wiUi  the  powers  of  a  Dictator,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  I  presume,  if  he  had  not  done 
what  he  was  bid,  the  honourable  member  would 
cut  ofE  his  head.  But  where,  I  would  ask,  is- 
the  resemblance  between  us  and  the  Bomans  ? 
Had  they  representative  institutions  as  wa 
have?  No ;  they  had  that  system  of  governing, 
by  the  whole  assembly  of  the  people  without 
representative  institutions,  and  to  attempt  to 
draw  any  analogy  between  the  condition  of  the 
Bomans  at  the  period  referred  to  and  ourselves, 
under  present  circumstances,  seems  as  far- 
fetched as  anything  well  can  be.  .  In  fact,  I  do 
not  believe  the  honourable  member  had  any 
other  reason  for  adducing  that  illustration  but 
to  let  us  know  that  he  knew  something  about 
the  Bomans  and  had  read  a  little  history. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Di- 
vision (Mr.  O'Neill)  said,  "  I  do  not  believe  in 
your  institutions ;  the  new  plans  are  a  sham,  a 
delusion,  and  a  snare.  The  Natives  were  in- 
dustrious, decent  people  enough  at  first,  and  so 
they  continued  till  you  began  to  corrupt  them 
by  gifts  and  presents."  I  will  tell  the  House 
what  the  whole  amouni,  of  gifts  and  presents 
to  the  New  Zealanders  in  sixteen  years  has 
amounted  to.  By  a  retiun  laid  on  the  table 
it  appears  that  the  amount  from  1846  to  1862, 
including  all  pensions,  is  £20,010,  giving  Ss.  pet 
Maori  for  the  whole  period,  reckoning  theit 
number  at  fifty  thousand,  or  6d.  a  piece  per 
annum;  and  yet  the  honourable  member 
would  have  the  House  believe  we  have  cor- 
rupted the  Maoris  and  inspired  them  with  the 
spirit  of  rebellion  by  giving  them  6d.  a  year 
each,  "  and  therefore,"  Says  he,  very  logically, 
"  you  must  not  have  Ministerial  responsibility 
now."  If  that  be  the  style  of  argument  opposed 
to  us,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  fair  sample,  I  do 
not  think  they  have  made  out  a  case  against 
us.  But  it  is  not.  by  abstract  principles  we  can 
decide  this  question,  but  as  reasonable,  practical, 
intelligent,  and  plain  men,  consider  whether  the 
plan  proposed  will  conduce  to  a  satisfactory 
result ;  inquire  will  it  work,  will  it  bring  about 
a  good  end,  or  do  you  think  that  turning  away 
from  us  Native  aSairs  and  handing  them  ovet 
to  one  man  is  likely  to  bring  about  the  end 
we  propose,  of  winning  the  confidence  of  the 
Natives  back  to  ourselves,  of  advancing  and 
civilizing  them?  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  system  so  established  on  the 
basis  of  the  resolution  of  last  session  is  likely  to 
work  well.  The  Governor  will  be  more  likely 
to  work  out  the  problem  satisfactorily  with  the 
cordial  and  earnest  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
Besponsible  Ministry  of  the  day  than  single- 
handed, — a  work  that,  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs,  would  crush  physically  ten  Sir  George 
Greys.  If  his  idea  was  simply  that  of  settling 
the  matter  by  the  use  of  the  troops,  one  man 
could  do  it  very  well ;  but  if  it  is  to  disentangle 
the  intricacies  and  complications  into  which 
we  have  got  with  regard  to  Natives,  common- 
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sense  will  teach  us  that  with  the  assistanoe  of 
his  Ministers  he  is  far  more  likely  to  attain  a 
satisfactory  end  than  if  you  follow  the  idea  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  and 
make  him  a  Dictator.  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  put  three  questions  to 
the  Government,  which  I  will  endeavoxir  to 
reply  to.  The  first  question  was,  "  Are  the  old 
lelatioDS,  established  in  1856  between  Colonel 
'Gore  Browne  and  the  Ministry  of  that  day, 
changed  or  not,  and  is  there  any  other  memo- 
randum or  not  ?  "  I  certainly  do  understemd 
that,  if  this  resolution  be  carried,  they  are 
altered;  or,  however  that  may  be,  they  are 
altered  by  the  resolution  of  last  session,  and, 
more  than  that,  the  legislation  of  1858  did 
most  materially  alter  the  relations  established 
in  1856.  There  are  not  any  other  memoranda 
in  existence  that  we  know  of.  We  have  put 
Jwfore  the  House  every  scrap — every  line — that 
passed  between  His  Excellency  and  ourselves 
on  the  subject.  The  second  question  was, 
"  What  is  tie  binding  force  of  the  Executive 
oath  in  reference  to  Native  matters."  I  am  not 
casuist  enough  to  respond  to  that  question,  put 
in  this  hypothetical  way;  but,  vmen  circum- 
stances arise  which  render  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  do  so,  we  shall  do  our  best  to  arrive  at  a 
sound  conclusion,  if  we  can.  The  third  ques- 
tion was,  "  Whether  we  know  the  whole  of  all 
correspondence  with  the  Home  Government  ?  " 
and  the  honourable  member  informed  us  that 
he  knew  that  a  previous  Governor  had  been  in 
ibe  habit  of  writing  confidential  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  which  were  not  seen  by  his 
Ministers.  Of  that  I  know  nothing,  nor  whether 
it  is  the  practice  of  colonial  Governors  so  to  act ; 
but  I  am  not  awture  that  anything  of  the  kind 
has  been  done  by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  have 
sot  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that  any- 
thing has  passed  with  the  Home  Government 
which  he  has  not  showed  to  Ministers.  His 
Excellency  has  been  exceedingly  frank,  and,  as 
regards  his  having  any  powers  of  suspending 
the  Constitution  Act  in  his  pocket,  my  impres- 
sion is  that  he  has  nothing  of  the  sort ;  but,  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  here,  there  was  an  appre- 
hension on  his  mind  that,  from  some  quarter 
or  other,  intimacions  had  been  made  to  the 
Home  Government  that  it  might  be  necessary 
to  take  such  a  step.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
means  of  knowing  how  he  arrived  at  such  an 
idea ;  but,  to  show  how  thoroughly  sincere  he 
was  in  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  our 
Constitution,  I  may  mention  to  the  House  that 
that  memorandum  which  appears  on  the  table, 
arguing  the  question  as  to  the  inexpediency  of 
suspending  the  Constitution,  was  written  by  me 
at  Sir  George  Grey's  suggestion.  I  think  I 
have  now  said  all  that  is  necessary  to  this 
subject,  and  I  will  not  longer  protract  the 
del»te ;  but  there  is  one  point  I  must  not  omit, 
in  reference  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Kelson  City,  who  advocated  a  dictatorship  at 
this  period.  Of  all  men  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  him  advocate  that  course,  for  in  1856, 
xvhen  Responsible  Government  was  first  esta- 
blished, I  find  him — in  a  oorrec '  d  report  of  his 
speech — thus  expressing  himself : — 
Mr.Foz 


"  Then,  as  to  the  reservation  by  Hjs  Exeel- 
lency  of  the  administration  of  Native  afiiia« 
with  consenting  to  which  my  honourable  fnai 
has  been  taunted,  I  would  observe,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  European  affairs  of  the  colony  m 
so  simple  that,  if  the  administration  of  Native 
affairs  were  excluded,  I  can  scsfcely  recognte 
any  subject  left  to  the  General  Government  tO' 
deal  with  of  sufficient  importance  to  atfaaet 
one  to  aspire  to  office." 

Whether  the  sentiments  expressed  to-day  wiD 
prevent  the  honourable  member  aspiring  to 
office  again  I  cannot  say;  but,  if  honooraUs 
gentlemen  opposite  have  any  idea  of  filing  onr 
seats,  then  I  expect  he  will  find  his  sentimenti 
about  the  dictatorship  as  little  in  the  way  <d 
accepting  office  aa  those  sentiments  quoted 
prevented  him  before. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
this  question  be  now  put." 

Ayss,  22. 


Brandon 

Graham,  G. 

Saundeis 

Bell 

Graham,  R. 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

Carter 

Harrison 

Taylor,  W.W. 

Eyes 

Henderson 

Wiiiiv^B"",^"" 

Feathers  ton 

Munio,  J, 

Wood. 

Fit^erald 

O'Rorke 

Pitzherbert 

Bnnall 

TeVtr. 

Pox 

Rhodes 
Nobs,  22. 

Ward. 

Atkinson 

Mason 

Watt 

Butler 

Moorhouse 

Weld 

Colenso 

Nixon 

Wells 

Curtis 

O'NeiU 

WilUamaoii,Jte 

Dick 

Richmond,  A.  J.  Wilson. 

Gillies 

Richmond,  J.C 

JoUie 

Russell 

Teller. 

ManteU 

Stafford 

Richardson. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  Mr.  SFEASEB 
stated  that  he  voted  with  the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  put 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  S9lh  July,  1862. 


Bealgnation  of  Ministers. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaexb  took  the  chair  at  tuo 
o'clock. 

Fb&ybbb. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SBWELL  informed  the  Oomi- 
oil  that  the  lengthened  debate  which  had  takan 
place  in  the  other  House  had  eventuated  » 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  it  hsi 
become  their  duty  to  tender  their  resignatiaB 
to  His  Excellency.  They  had  done  so;  sod. 
His  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  aoe^ 
such  resignation,  they  now  only  held  office 
until   their  successors   were   appelated.    He 
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thonc^  it  his  dutj  briefly  to  enter  into  some 
explajiAtion  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
led  the  Qovenunent  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
which  they  had,  because  some  interruption  of 
public  business  necessarily  arose  on  such  oc- 
casions. The  Council  were  aware  that  the 
Ooremment  had  anxiously  desired  to  get  rid  of 
what  they  considered  a  vicious  element  in  the 
former  mode  of  conducting  the  administration 
of  Native  affairs — namely,  the  existence  of  a 
separate  Native  Department;  and  several  de- 
bates had  taken  place  in  the  other  House  on 
the  Native  policy.  In  the  course  of  such 
debates  many  questions  had  arisen,  and  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Honse  had  demanded  that  the 
Goremment  should  lay  before  it  its  views  of 
tiie  relationship  existing  between  the  Oovem- 
ment  and  His  Excellency  on  Native  affairs. 
They  had  done  so,  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
moving  the  resolution  which  he  had, — 

"  That,  while  this  House  disclaims,  on  the 
part  of  the  colony,  the  exclusive  responsibility 
of  the  cost  of  educating,  civilizing,  and  govern- 
ing the  Native  race  ;  while  it  equally  disclaims 
liability  for  the  principal  share  of  the  cost  of 
suppressing  insurrections  of  a  people  over 
whom  the  Imperial  Qovemment  has  never 
practically  established  the  authority  of  law,  it 
will  at  all  times  cheerfully  recognize  its  duty 
to  co-operate,  to  the  extent  of  its  ability  and 
means,  with  Oreat  Britain  for  the  attainment 
of  these  objects,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
the  colony ;  and  in  conformity  with  these  views 
it  is  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  Im- 
perial Qovemment,  and  of  the  Natives  them- 
selves, as  well  as  of  the  colony,  require  that — 
reserving  to  the  Oovemor  both  the  initiation 
and  the  decision  of  questions  where  Imperial 
mtereets  are  concerned — the  ordinary  conduct 
of  Native  affairs  should  be  placed  under  the 
administration  of  Responsible  Advisers." 

That  motion  had  not  been  negatived  by  the 
result  of  the  lengthened  discussion  which  had 
taken  place  upon  it ;  but,  having  been  success- 
fully met  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  by 
moving  "  the  previous  question,"  the  Govern- 
ment were  placed  in  a  minority.  The  reasons 
for  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Government 
had  come  were :  that  they  thought,  taking  the 
best  view  they  could  of  their  position  in  the 
other  Honse,  they  could  not  count  on  that 
hearty  co-operation  which  was  desirable.  In 
the  Qovemment  itself,  also,  there  were  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  which  it  seemed  improbable 
would  have  been  arranged.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, therefore,  they  had  considered  it 
their  doty,  to  recommend  His  Excellency  to 
send  for  a  gentleman  to  whom  had  formerly 
been  intrusted  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
of  the  colony.  He  believed  that  had  been 
done;  bat  he  (Mr.  SewelU  had  not  yet  been 
informed  of  the  result.  It  was  usual  on  an 
occasion  ot  this  description  to  suspend  the 
business  of  the  Council  till  the  necessary 
arrangements  were  perfected ;  and  he  less  re- 
netted  having  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Council,  inasmuch  as  the  most  important  busi- 
ness was  in  the  hands  of  Select  Committees, 
whose  meetings  would  not  be  delayed.     [The 


honourable  member  then  moved  the  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  Council  tiU  Thursday .3 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Oooacil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVEB. 
Tuesday,  S9th  July,  1862. 


Besignation  of  Ministers. 

Mr.  Spkaeeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatsbs. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 
Mr.  FOX. — Sir,  before  proceeding  to  the 
notices  of  motion,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House  I  will  make  a  short  statement  with  re- 
ference to  what  has  occurred  since  our  last 
meeting.  The  House,  perhaps,  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  the  Ministers,  after  the 
vote  arrived  at  last  night,  add  in  consideration 
of  the  general  tenor  of  the  debate,  have  consi« 
dered  that  the  only  course  consistent  with  pro* 
priety,  self-respect  to  themselves,  and  deference 
to  the  feelings  of  this  House,  immediately  was 
to  put  their  resignations  into  His  Excellency's 
hands,  and  accordingly  they  did  so  this  morn- 
ing. His  Excellency  accepted  them,  and  we 
now  only  hold  office  till  the  appointment  of  our 
successors.  As  the  last  piece  of  retiring  advice,. 
His  Excellency  has  been  advised  to  send  for 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr. 
Stafford)  to  aid  him  in  the  work  of  construct- 
ing a  new  Ministry.  I  am  well  aware  that  he 
was  not  the  party  who  made  the  motion  which 
brought  the  question  between  Ministers  and  thia 
House  in  immediate  issue,  but  it  has  not  been 
at  all  times  the  practice  here  nor  in  the  Mother- 
country  that  the  gentleman  who  stood  in  that 
position  should  necessarily  be  sent  for,  and  I 
selected  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  when  the 
late  Ministry  retired  from  office  he  was  at  the 
head  of  that  Ministry,  and  undoubtedly  then 
possessed  the  confidence  of  the  party  who  sup- 
ported that  Ministry,  and,  as  I  had  no  reasotti 
to  suppose  he  is  now  otherwise  looked  upon,  I 
considered  it  my  duty  to  advise  His  Excellency 
to  send  for  him.  In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that 
Ministers  have  retired,  not  solely  as  regard- 
ing the  vote  of  last  night  as  an  adverse  one,  for' 
in  some  respects  it  could  hardly  be  considered 
as  such,  much  less,  as  I  said  last  night,  08  a- 
vote  of  want  of  confidence,  but  because  we  be- 
came aware,  in  the  course  of  the  deliate  which 
preceded  it,  and  from  private  conferences  with 
honourable  members  who  we  hod  reason  to- 
suppose  would  support  us,  that  we  had  not  a. 
reasonable  prospect  of  such  a  compact  and 
united  support  as  would  enable  us  to  carry  out 
those  measures  which  we  consider  essential^ 
cardinal  points  of  our  Native  policy  in  the 
manner  which  we  consider  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  with  success  the  government  of  the 
colony.  On  that  ground  we  have  sent  in  our 
resignations ;  and,  as  it  would  therefore  be  im- 
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piopei  any  longer   to  conduct  kdj  bat  mere 
roatine  business,  I  will  now  move  the  adjonm- 
ment  of  tbe  House  till  to-morrow. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPBESBNTATIVES. 
Wedntsday,.30th  July,  1862. 


Mew  Member. 


Mr.  Sfbakbb  took  the  ohaii  at  five  o'clock. 

Pbixxbs. 

NEW.  MEMBER. 

William  Thomson,  Esquire,  member  for  the 
iDistrict  of  Avon,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Speaker, 
and,  having  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath,  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

The     ouse  then  adjooined. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thwniay,Sl*t  July,  1963. 


■Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill— Election 
Petitions  Act  Amendment  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaskb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbitbbs. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  the  second 
leading  of  the  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  had  some 
objections  to  the  Bill  as  it  then  stood.  It  was 
one  of  the  examples  of  unfortunate  legislation 
which  had  appeared  before  them  in  other  cases. 
This  Bill  contained  a  clause  to  permit  a  person 
who  was  entitled  to  practise  in  the  Sheriff's 
Courts  in  Scotland  to  be  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  Courts  in  New  Zealand.  It  had  been 
alleged  that  one  or  two  gentlemen  had  been 
unfairly  shut  out  from  practising  in  those 
■Courts  by  the  wording  of  the  Act  affecting 
their  admission,  and  in  those  particular  cases 
he  would  wish  to  see  justice  done  to  those 
.gentlemen;  but  there  was  another  class  of 
persons  for  the  exclusion  of  whom  this  Bill  did 
not  provide  —  those  who,  whilst  professedly 
articled  to  an  attorney,  yet,  cajrying  on  either 
other  business  or  being  engaged  in  other 
avocations,  did  make  a  claim  to  be  admitted  to 
practise,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  had  legal 
responsibilities  in  Resident  Magistrates'  or 
'Other  Courts.  He  considered  it  essential  that 
.gentlemen  admitted  to  practise  should  have 
gone  through  a  period  of  service,  and  the  proof 
-of  tbe  full  time  of  the  articles  having  been 
served  should  not  be  relaxed ;  no  examination 
by  a  Judge  could  apply  that  test  which  was 
necessary,  that  was  to  say  as  to  the  knowledge 
■of  the  details  of  the  profession  and  of  actual 
service  in  an  attorney's  office.  Young  men  got 
Mr.  Fox 


into  the  habits  of  business,  which  was  ai  im- 
portant to  the  safety  of  the  public  in  taaj 
cases  as  an  abstract  knowledge  of  law.  na 
would  not  oppose  the  second  reading,  sad 
would  be  happy  to  sit  on  .a  Select  Committee 
on  the  Bill,  and  render  any  assistance  be 
could.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  was  not  so  jealooi 
of  the  Tveliminary  formalities  as  of  evidenes 
of  capability. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Horn.  CUai 
Justice  Arney,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bartley,  the  Hob. 
Dr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  and  die 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  KD 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  ia 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  it 
again. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  Mondsj 
next. 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tkunday,  3Ut  July,  1863. 


Baalsnatlon  of  Ministers— First  Beading— Boltel 
Committee— Joint  Committee— Busigiistton  tt 
Hinisten. 

Mr.  Sfzaksb  took  theohaizat  twelve  o'elodc. 

PS&TEBS. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That  this  House  do  aov 
adjourn. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  take  this  opportnmly 
of  seconding  the  adjournment,  and,  in  daing 
so,  I  will  make  a  short  statement  of  oeest- 
rences  which  it  is  right  the  House  shoold  bs 
informed  of.  I  have  to  state  that,  on  Toeidi^ 
last,  shortly  before  the  time  appointed  foe  Urn 
sitting  of  the  House,  I  received  a  sommooi 
from  His  Excellency  requesting  me  to  attend 
him  with  a  view  to  form  a  Ministiy.  I 
accordingly  proceeded  to  Government  BoOM^ 
and  at  an  mterview  vrith  His  Exoellenor  I 
stated  certain  reasons  which  at  once  oompeUed 
me  not  to  undertake  the  office  which  His  Ex- 
cellency had  been  pleased  kindly  to  request 
me  to  undertake.  His  Excellency  was  then 
pleased  to  call  upon  me  to  offer  any  snggeaticn, 
in  connection  with  the  subject  of  my  interview, 
which  I  might  think  proper  to  make.  I  then 
said  to  His  Excellency  that  there  was  SD 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  House  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere — for  whom 
a  large  amount  of  personal  friendship  and  re- 
gard was  very  generally  entertain^  l^r  eH 
parties  in  the  House.  That,  owing  to  his  ab- 
sence from  the  House  for  several  sessions,  he 
was  not  identified  with  political  parties  wiHiin 
it  or  with  the  animosities  engendered  by  th«n; 
that  I  thought,  therefore,  His  Exoellancy 
might  advantageously  consult  with  that  hononr- 
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■mblo  gantienian  with  respect  to  a  Ministiy 
being  supplied  to  His  Excellency.  His  Ex- 
■eellency  was  pleased  to  signily  that  he  would 
act  in  ocHiformity  with  my  suggestion.  With 
respect  to  what  has  since  transpired,  I  will 
leave  it  to  other  honourable  gentlemen  to 
render  such  statements  as  they  may  think  re- 
^nized. 

iii.  CAKLETON  suggested  that,  before  the 
adjonmxaent,  the  House  might  proceed  with 
the  routine  business  on  the  Order  Paper.  He 
was  desirous  of  getting  the  report  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee  adopted. 

FIBST  READINa. 
Xnutees'  BeUef  Bill. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Qou>nEU)s. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WABD, 
it  was  ordered.  That  the  Goldfields  Committee 
have  power  to  confer  with  any  similar  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  that  power  be  given  to  such  Committee  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE. 
STAin>iso  Ordsbs. — On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
<3ABi:i£T0N,  the  report  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee of  both  Houses  on  Standing  Orders  was 
adopted. 

BE8IGNATI0N  OF  MINISTEES. 

Mr.  PITZOERALD  moved.  That  the  House 
proceed  to  the  last  notice  of  motion,  passing 
over  the  intermediate  two,  which,  being  appli- 
cations to  the  Government  for  returns,  should 
not  be  proceeded  with  till  there  was  an  organ 
ot  the  Government  in  the  House  to  inform 
them  whether  such  returns  could  be  made,  &c. ; 
and  he  would  take  this  opportunity  to  mention 
to  the  House  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  had  been  with  His 
Sxoellenoy,  and  was  charged  with  the  oon- 
atmction  of  a  Ministry.  It  would  be  unbecom- 
ilig  in  him  (Mr.  FitzGerald)  in  the  meantime 
to  make  cmy  remarks  on  the  negotiations  which 
had  paased  between  His  Excellency  and  him- 
self, because  such  remarks  might  induce  dis- 
■enssion  which  might  possibly  embarrass  the 
n^otiations  now  pending.  He  therefore 
claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  post- 
pone any  such  remarks  till  a  future  occasion, 
when  there  might  be  an  organ  of  His  Excel- 
lency in  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
.«'olook  pjn. 


HOUSE    OP   REPBESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Itt  August,  ISSS. 


UinlBterlal  Statement. 


Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

M1NI8TEBIAL  STATEMENT. 
Ut.  DOMETT  said  that,  before  proceeding 


to  business,  he  had  a  short  statement  to  make. 
The  House  had,  he  believed,  already  been 
informed  that  the  Governor  had  sent  for  hi™ 
to  form  a  Ministry.  It  was  with  the  greatest 
reluctance  that  he  had  accepted  the  duty,  and 
only  after  the  most  pressing  request,  which 
His  Excellency  thought  it  his  duty  to  make, 
as  the  public  service  required  it.  His  obvious 
object  was,  of  course,  to  make  as  strong  a 
Mmistry,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country,  as  couldbe  made,  and,  with  that 
view,  he  had  taken  the  step  of  asking  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  to  join  him; 
but  that  honourable  member  could  only  con- 
sent on  conditions  which  he  (Mr.  Domett) 
thought  he  could  not  accept  consistently  with 
his  duty  to  those  honourable  members  who 
had  promised  to  support  him.  He  thought 
that  if  he  accepted  those  conditions,  which  he 
understood  to  be  a  sine  qu&  non,  he  should  be 
defeating  the  object  to  be  gained  by  co-opera- 
tion, that  of  forming  a  Government  having  a 
considerable  majority  in  the  House,  that  many 
would  withdraw  their  support  from  such  a 
Ministry,  which  would  thereby  have  no  chance 
of  such  a  majority  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  seemed  to  require.  He  did  not  find 
fault  with  the  position  taken  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei,  but  thought  he 
was  justified  in  taking  it.  His  Excellency  de- 
siring him  not  to  give  up  the  task,  he  then 
sought  to  form  a  Ministry  without  that  honour- 
able member's  aid,  and  he  believed  he  was  in 
a  fair  way  of  forming  one ;  but  his  arrange- 
ments were  not  yet  completed,  and  he  hoped, 
if  the  House  would  give  him  till  Tuesday,  that 
a  Ministry  would  be  formed  which  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  House  and  to  the  Governor. 
The  only  condition  on  which  he  would  hold 
office  was  that  some  very  large  remedial  pacific 
measures  should  be  adopt^  by  the  House. 
Anticipating  that  the  House  would  not  reject 
any  rational  measures  of  that  kind,  he  had 
mentioned  as  much-  to  His  Excellency,  who, 
he  need  hardly  say,  would  be  delighted  if  such 
measures — which  might  be  His  Excellency's 
own — could  be  carried,  and  would  bo  satisfied 
with  a  Ministry  that  could  carry  them. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  4th  August,  16611. 


Joint  Committee— Minutes— Election  Petitions  Act 
Amendment  Bill— Debtors  and  Credlton  Bill — 
Jar;  Bill— Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbayebb. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE. 
STANDfito  Ordehs. — On  the  motion  of  the 
Hon.    Major   RICHMOND,  the  report  of  the 
Joint    Committee    on   Standing   Orders   was 
adopted. 
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MINUTES. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  BICH- 
HOND,  it  was  agreed,  That  the  proceedings  in 
this  Council  between  the  time  of  praj-era  on 
the  first  day  of  the  present  session  and  the 
time  of  His  Excellency's  presence  in  this 
Chamber  at  delivering  his  opening  Speech  of 
the  session  ought  not  to  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  ACT   AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  further  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendmient. 

DEBTOES  AND  CREDITORS  BILL. 
The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice 
Amey,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Temcred,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell. 

JURY  BILL. 
The  Jury  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  smd 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Court 
of  Appeal  Bill. 

SUPREME   COURT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill. 

The  ConnoU  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuetday,  Sth  August,  18611. 


Select  Committees. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Fb&xebs. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

MiKOB  Crvu.  Cases  Trial.— The  Hon.  Chief 
Justice  Amey,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cntfleld,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Tancred,  the  Hon.  Mi.  Stokes,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

Law  of  Debtob  and  Cbkditob. — ^The  Hon. 
Chief  Justice  Amey,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Outfield, 
the  Hon.  Mi.  Tanored,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes, 
and  the  Hon.  Mi.  Sewell. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Sth  August,  1862. 


ICInlsterial  Statement— Order  of  Bniinea. 


Mr.  Spkakeb  took  the  chaii  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 


MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  would  now,  by  Um« 
of  the  House,  state  the  result  of  the  negotaaticDS 
which  on  Friday  he  told  the  House  he  wm 
engaged  in.  As  he  had  then  stated,  when  the 
Gk>vemor  sent  for  him  and  expressed  a  stnag 
desire  that  he  would  undertake  the  duty,  ha 
consented,  and,  desiring  to  form  a  Strang 
Ministry,  he  went  at  once  to  the  honoonbte 
membei  at  the  head  of  the  then  GorermneDt 
and  asked  him  to  accept  a  seat  in  the  new 
Ministry.  After  some  discussion  that  lumoar- 
able  gentleman  replied  that  he  oould  not  take 
any  position  lower  than  that  which  he  had 
previously  held  as  Premier  and  Native  Minis- 
ter, which  latter  office  he  had  been  offered. 
He  (Mr.  Domett)  felt  he  could  not  possibly 
accede  to  that  proposition,  because  it  would 
be  putting  himself  in  a  secondary  po«ition» 
and,  he  believed,  would  defeat  the  desiicd 
object  of  forming  a  Ministry  strong  enoi^ 
to  carry  on  the  government.  He  detannin^ 
therefore,  to  endeavoni  to  form  a  Ministiy 
out  of  men  of  moderate  opinions — the  abU^ 
men  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  who  wen 
not  so  embittered  against  each  other  by 
party  stmggles  as  to  prevent  their  wodiiij 
cordially  together;  beheving  the  time  to  be 
particularly  favourable  for  such  a  Ministry  ta 
be  formed,  because,  the  main  sul^ect  that 
could  come  before  them — the  Native  qoestiai 
— being  to  a  great  extent  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  this  Legislature,  a  Ministry  ai  that 
kind  might  agree  generally  in  giving  snj^iort  to 
the  Governor  in  carrying  out  his  plans.  Hs 
therefore  next  proceeded  to  offer  seats  to 
several  other  members  of  the  previous  Oovem. 
ment — Mr.  Sewell,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wood— 
who,  after  various  negotiations  and  discnssians, 
ultimately  declined — yesterday — to  take  seats 
in  the  MinistiT.  He  was  very  anxioos  that 
those  honourable  members  should  join  hm, 
being  precisely  the  men  who  could  fitly  han 
joined  in  forming  such  a  Ministry  as  he  lad 
described,  their  talents  and  their  opinions  braig 
well  known  to  every  member  of  the  Hoase.  Ha 
thought  that  they  would  form  a  Ministay  ac- 
ceptable to  this  House  emd  to  the  country,  and 
he  thought  that,  in  nuAing  these  oSeis,  be  had 
shown  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  adveaa 
feelings  to  that  Ministry  or  that  party  as  a 
party.  He  wished  that  to  be  distinctly  nnde^ 
stood.  They  declined  his  offers,  however,  and 
he  would  now  state  to  the  House  what  Min^y 
was  at  present  formed,  and  in  what  positiaD  it 
was.  He  was  happy  to  say  he  had  seonied  the 
services  of  his  honouiable  niend  Mr.  Dillon  BaU 
asNative  Minister,  and  a  better,  the  House  gene- 
rally would  concur  with  him,  could  not  be  found. 
Mr.  Mantell  would  he  Postmaster-General  and 
Secretary  for  Crown  Lands,  and  Uie  office  of 
Attorney-General  would  be,  for  the  present, 
filled  by  Mr.  Gillies,  who,  he  hoped,  wonld  also 
be  acceptable  to  the  House,  as  his  talents  wen 
well  knovm  theie.  The  Colonial  Treasamahip 
he  had  not  filled  np,  and  he  wished  b>  state 
particularly  that  he  was  keeping  it  open  in  the 
nope  that  he  might  get  some  Auckland  membet 
to  take  thftt  office,  aa  it  was  dae  tothemcB- 
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ben  of  that  pTovince  to  give  them  more  weight 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  in  Uiis 
Ministry.  He  himself  took  the  Colonial 
Secietaiyship.  Seats  in  the  Executive  Council, 
without  office,  had  been  accepted  by  Mr.  T. 
BnsseU  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred.  If  in'the 
Ministry  proposed  all  the  provinces  were  not 
represented  as  much  as  they  would  like,  he 
could  only  say  it  had  been  his  sincere  desire  to 
get  them  so  represented,  and  to  compose  a 
Ministry  not  actuated  by  strong  party  feelings 
on  either  side,  but  which  would  carry  on  the 
btuiness  of  the  country  unembarrassed  by 
prsvious  political  combinations.  He  had  not 
longbt  the  position  he  now  held,  and  was  not 
anxious  to  keep  it  otherwise  than  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country,  as  they  appeared  to  the 
Governor,  might  require  it.  The  Ministry  wsw 
still  short-handed  in  some  respects,  and  he 
could  only  hope  the  House  would  give  them 
credit  for  having  assumed  the  Oovemment 
solely  from  the  conviction  that  it  was  their 
paramount  duty  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, to  this  House,  and  to  the  colony  to 
endeavour  to  afford  to  the  House,  as  far  as  was 
in  their  power,  one  chance  of  avoiding  a  result 
of  its  diificulties  which  on  all  hands  would  be 
considered  most  deplorable. 

Mr.  FOX  trusted  the  House  would  indulge 
him  so  far  as  to  allow  him  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks,  not  to  raise  debate  or  comment  on  the 
statement  they  bad  just  heard,  but  simply  to 
clear  up  one  point  and  sot  right  some  honourable 
members  who  had  been  under  a  false  impres- 
sion. He  was  glad  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  state  distinctly  in  this  House,  with 
that  candour  which  they  would  expect  from 
him  on  all  occasions,  but  especially  one  like 
the  present,  that,  on  receiving  Sir  George  Grey's 
commands  to  form  a  Ministry,  he  at  once  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  open  communication  with 
him  (Mr.  Fox).  He  was  glad  to  hear  this  state- 
ment, because — probably  in  consequence  of  the 
honourable  member's  not  communicating  with 
him  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours — a  general 
impression  had  sprung  up  that  that  honourable 
member  had  first  ma^e  every  endeavour  in  his 
power  to  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
treme men  of  his  own  party,  with  the  view  of 
forming  a  Ministry  frtjm  which  he  (Mr.  Pox) 
might  be  excluded.  It  was  therefore  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  he  now  lizard  that  the 
first  thing  the  honourable  member  did  was  to 
come  to  him. 

Mr.  DOMETT.— I  did  not  mean  that  I  went 
straight  from  the  Governor  to  the  honourable 
member ;  but  I  mean  that  I  had  the  idea  in 
my  head  from  the  first  to  offer  that  honourable 
member  a  seat. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  extremely  glad  to  hear, 
then,  that  the  honourable  member  did  not 
attempt  any  other  combinations  before .  he 
made  the  offer  to  himself — though  the  idea 
had  existed  that  he  had  done  so — and  that, 
though  the  honourable  member  was  twenty- 
four  hours  before  he  communicated  with  him 
(Mr.  Fox),  it  was  not  owing  to  negotiations  of 
a  character  to  exclndq  him. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Sir,  I  hope  to  be 
1862— PF 


allowed  to  claim  the  same  indulgence  which 
the  House  has  extended  to  the  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  just  spoken.  I  wish  to  explain 
what  took  place  between  His  Excellency  and 
myself,  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  supposed 
that  I  made  any  attempt  to  form  a  Ministry 
and  failed  to  do  so.  The  only  communication 
between  His  Excellency  and  myself  was  one  in 
which  I  informed  His  Excellency  definitely 
that,  for  reasons  with  which  the  House  has 
nothing  to  do,  and  which  therefore  I  need  not 
mention,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  accept  any 
office.  'The  Governor  was  pleased  to  ask  me  to 
advise  him  as  to  what  course  he  should  adopt. 
He  stated  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Stafford,  who 
had  declined  to  form  a  Ministry.  I  thought  ib 
my  duty  to  advise  His  Excellency  that  there 
were  no  differences  of  opinion,  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  existing  in  the  House  of  so  substantial 
a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  formation  of  a 
Ministry  consisting  of  the  ablest  men  on  both 
sides  of  the  House ;  hut,  the  leader  of  the  party 
who  opposed  the  late  Government  having 
formally  refused  to  undertake  the  task  of 
forming  a  Ministry,  I  was  of  opinion  that  such 
a  coalition  could  only  be  formed  between  mem- 
bers of  the  late  Government  and  those  who  had 
held  subordinate  positions  on  the  opposite  side. 
His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  request  me  to 
take  twenty-four  hours  to  consider  what  could 
be  effected,  and  what  advice  I  should  be  pre- 
pared finally  to  give  on  the  subject.  I  did  so ; 
and  the  result  at  which  I  arrived  was,  that  th& 
strongest  Ministry  which  could  be  formed  would 
be  one  in  which  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  should  taka 
a  principal  part  in  conjunction  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  late  Ministry.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that 
any  difference  was  likely  to  arise  as  to  who- 
should  take  the  precedence  in  such  a  Ministry  ; 
but  had  such  a  point  occurred  to  me  I  shoi^d 
have  advised  that  that  was  a  point  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  Governor  :  I  should  have  supposed 
that  both  these  honourable  gentlemen  would 
have  readily  abided  by  such  a  decision ;  and  in 
doing  so  they  would  have  merely  been  follow- 
ing a  precedent  when  events  of  a  similar  nature 
occurred  in  our  Old  Country.  I  advised  His 
Excellency  to  send  for  Mr.  Domett,  under  the 
impression  that  a  Ministry  comprising  both 
that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Fox  would  have  been 
formed  withqut  difficulty.  I  thought  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  could  have  formed 
a  Government  in  which  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  colony  would  have  had  great  confidence. 
I  still  regret  that  any  circumstances  should 
have  occurred  to  prevent  a  more  perfect  coali- 
tion of  opposite  parties  in  this  House  —  a 
coalition  which  I  think  would  be  of  perma- 
nent advantage  both  to  this  House  and  to  the 
colony  at  large. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DICE,  not  knowing  to  whom  he  should 
address  himself,  postponed  the  question  stand- 
ing in  his  name  till  Thursday. 

Mr.  DOMETT  would  state  the  course  which 
he  proposed  to  take.    On  Thursday  morning  he 
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vonld  be  prepared  to  make  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  policy  which  the  Oovemment 
intended  to  pursue,  emd  in  the  meantime,  as 
honourable  members  were  anxious  to  get  on 
with  the  work  of  the  session,  the  House  might 
meet  to-morrow  evening,  which  was  devoted  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere.  If  the  HoUse  chose  to  support  the 
Uinistry  and  render  it  strong  enough  to  go 
on  with  the  business  quickly,  all  the  measures 
the  Government  would  propose  might  be  got 
over  by  the  end  of  the  month.  If  this  course 
met  the  approval  of  the  House,  he  would  move. 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn  tiU  to-morrow 
evening. 

The  House   adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock  aon. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  6lh  August,  1862. 


Uinisterial  Statoment  —  Importation  of  Game  — 
"Prince  Kdward"  Whaling  Brig— Select  Com- 
mittees—Judicial— First  Beading— Native  Affairs 
— Military  Defence — Private  Orievances— Native 
Affairs.  

Mr.  Sfeaxeb  took  the  ohaii  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  had  informed  the 
House  that  he  would  on  Thursday  morning  be 
prepared  to  give  a  general  statement  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  Since  then  a  very 
important  despatch  affecting  the  share  the 
colony  would  have  to  bear  in  the  expenses  of 
the  lato  war  hod  been  received,  which  rendered 
a  longer  consideration  necessary  than  would 
otherwise  have  been.  He  would  therefore 
postpone  his  statement  until  Friday,  and  in 
the  meantime  give  notice  of  a  resolution  which 
he  would  move  to-morrow;  or,  if  the  House 
should  ask  longer  time  to  consider  the  despatch, 
which  would  presently  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
he  would  move  the  resolution  on  the  8th.  He 
then  gavo  notice  of  the  following  resolution : 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  rela- 
tions between  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  his  Responsible  Advisers  ^ould  rest  upon 
the  following  basis :  (1.)  That  Jlinisters  should, 
in  conformity  with  the  Royal  Instructions, 
advise  the  Governor  in  Native  affairs,  as  well 
as  in  colonial  affairs,  whenever  His  Excellency 
desires  to  obtain  such  advice,  and  should  also 
tender  advice  on  all  occasions  of  importance 
when  they  deem  it  their  duty  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony  to  do  so.  (2.)  That  Ministers 
should  undertake  the  administration  of  Native 
affairs,  reserving  to  His  Excellency  the  decision 
in  all  matters  of  Native  policy.  (3.)  That,  as 
the  decision  in  all  matters  of  Native  policy  is 
with  His  Excellency,  the  advice  of  Ministers 
shall  not  be  held  to  bind  the  colony  to  any 
liability  past  or  future  in  connection  with  Na- 
tive affairs  beyond  the  amount  authorized,  or 
to  be  authorized,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr,  Domett 


IMPORTATION  OP  GAME. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  moved.  That  all  <xma- 
spondence  between  the  Colonial  Govetiunent 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment agent,  relative  to  sending  game  to  this 
colony  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  HoQ?e.  H» 
said  he  had  been  led  to  understand  that  ta 
order  had  been  sent  to  England  for  game, 
which  order  had  been  countermanded.  He 
understood  that  the  lato  Prince  CJonsort  sent 
some  game  as  a  present  to  the  colony,  and, 
although  it  was  addressed  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  it  got  into  the  hands  of  private  mem- 
bers of  this  House  and  other  gentlemen. 

Mi.  weld  seconded  the  motion.  In  doing 
so  he  said  he  understood  that  the  facts  were  ai 
stated  by  the  honourable  member.  As  one  of 
the  private  members  alluded  to,  he  might  ven- 
ture a  few  words  of  explanation.  He  believed 
Mr.  Morrison  had  purchased  some  deer  in 
obedience  to  an  order  of  the  colony,  that  tbt 
order  was  subsequently  countermajided,  and 
that  he  (Mr.  Morrison)  did  not  like  to  send  back 
the  deer.  He  then  applied  to  Sir  Chades 
Clifford  and  himseU  (Mr.  Weld)  to  take  the 
deer.  Sir  Charles  Clifford  had  taJcen  the  fallov 
deer  and  paid  for  them,  and  the  red  deer  wen 
taken  by  some  gentlemen  of  Wellington  and 
Canterbiuy. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  House  must  be  well  airen 
that  there  never  had  been  any  vote  of  mooey 
granted  by  the  House  for  the  importation  of 
game.  As  had  been  stated,  Mr.  Morrison  had 
been  commissioned  to  get  some  game  for  the 
colony,  but  from  what  source  was  he  to  be 

faid  ?  There  was  a  fund  known  as  the  Domain 
'und,  which  was  supposed  to  be  appropriated  fo 
the  improvement  of  the  domain,  and  he  believed 
it  was  from  this  fund  the  commission  was  to  he 
paid.  But  there  arose  a  difficulty.  When  the 
late  Government  took  office  they  found  that 
the  great  William  Richmond  had  shown  a  vei; 
peculiar  system  of  finance.  Whenever  be  mi 
short  of  money  for  one  purpose  he  would  tab 
it  from  some  other  fund  where  there  might 
happen  to  be  something  to  his  credit.  Be 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  scarcely  taken  office  when  ha 
sent  down  to  know  what  sum  there  was  to  tiia 
credit  of  the  Domain  Fund,  and  he  learnt  that 
there  was  somewhere  about  £3,000.  He  had 
hardly  done  so  when  ho  ascertained  tiiat, 
although  there  was  nearly  £3,000  to  the  credit 
of  the  fund,  he  could  not  have  one  single 
sixpence  of  it.  It  had  been  lent  to  the  Fto- 
vincial  Government  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  Resident  Magistrate's  Court.  It  was  jast 
after  that  he  heard  that  they  were  to  have 
on  importation  of  hares,  deer,  &c.  He  naa 
obliged  to  inform  Mr.  Morrison  to  put  an  end 
to  uie  transaction,  as  there  was  no  money  to 
defray  the  cost.  [The  honourable  member  can- 
eluded  with  some  allusions  to  humble-bees,  and 
the  best  method  of  introducing  them.] 

Mr.  HARRISON  was  disgusted  with  the 
lukewarmness  shown  by  the  various  Govern- 
ments of  the  colony  in  the  introduction  d 
game.  The  little  that  had  been  done  was  don* 
by  private  enterprise  and  patriotism. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
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«'PBINCB  EDWABD"    WHALING  BRIG. 

Mr.  WELD  moved  for  the  copy  of  any  report 
bom  the  Besident  Magistrate  at  Mongonm  of 
lecent  occurrences  connected  with  the  Euro- 
pean and  Maori  crews  of  the  whaling  brig 
"  Prince  E^watd,"or,  if  no  such  report  has  yet 
been  received,  that  application  be  made  to 
the  Resident  Magistrate  to  furnish  a  report  on 
the  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

MisoB  Civiii  Cxsxs'  Tbiai,. — On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  GILLXES,  a  Select  Conxmittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  introducing  some  more  simple  and 
less  costly  procedure  for  the  trial  of  civil  cases 
•of  minor  importance ;  the  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  Mr.  James  Williamson,  Mr.  Brandon, 
Ur.  Thomson,  Mr.  Bussell,  and  the  mover,  with 
liberty  to  confer  with  any  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council  on  the  like  subject ;  to  re- 
port on  the  13th  instant. 

Debtobs  ajud  Cbeditobs. — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  GILLIES,  a  Select  Conuuittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  relating  to  debtors  and  creditors ;  the 
Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  James  Williamson, 
Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Thomson,  Iilr.  Bussell,  and 
"the  mover,  with  liberty  to  confer  with  any  Com- 
mittee oi  the  Legislative  Council  on  tihe  like 
subject ;  to  report  on  tbo  13th  instant. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
nainber  of  persons  in  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  New  Zealand  on  the  2nd  July,  1881 ; 
«nd  of  the  names  of  all  persons  since  lidded  to 
"the  Commission  to  t&e  present  date,  with  their 
respective  residences,  and  the  dates  of  their 
appointment.  Also,  for  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence with  the  Qovemment  between  the  2nd 
July,  1861,  and  the  30th  July,  1862,  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Nominated  Superintendents  Bill. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAPFOBD,  it  was 
agreed.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
copies  of  all  communications  from  or  instruc- 
tions issued  to  Commissioners,  Besident  Magis- 
trates, or  other  officers  of  the  Government 
relative  to  the  Natives  or  to  Native  questions 
since  the  Ist  January,  1862,  in  addition  to 
papers  already  presented  to  the  House. 

MILITABY  DEFENCE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAPFOBD,  it  was 
agreed.  That  there  bo  laid  on  the  table  a  re- 
"turn  showing  the  number  of  troops  in  New 
Zealand  during  the  year  ended  the  30th  June, 
1862,  in  respect  of  which  the  contribution  of 
the  colony  towards  military  expenses  is  calcu- 
lated. 

PBIVATE  GTIIEVANCES. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved,  That  the  report  of 


the  Committee  of  Private  Grievances  on  the 
petitions  of  Major  Herbert,  and  of  Keefe  and 
others,  brought  up  on  the  30th  July  last,  be 
now  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  seeonded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WATT  spoke  in  favour  of  amending  the 
Act  of  1868  so  as  to  enable  retired  and  dis- 
charged men  to  select  in  any  province.  He  was 
opposed  to  legislation  for  exceptional  cases. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  bad  no  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  just  made. 
If  Major  Herbert  desired  to  select  land  in 
Taranaki  he  ought  to  be  enabled  to  do  so  ;  all 
that  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  desired  was  that  the 
technicaJ  difficulty  which  prevented  that  officer 
from  obtaining  his  land  in  the  Province  of 
Auckltind  might  be  removed.  That  difficulty 
could  only  be  got  over  by  the  legislation  of  the 
Assembly,  the  Waste  Lsjids  Act  of  1858  having 
taken  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Provinciu 
Council  to  pass  laws  relating  to  the  disposal  of 
the  waste  lands,  otherwise  the  politions  under 
consideration  would  not  have  been  brought 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT,  Mr.  WILSON,  Mr. 
C.\BTEB,  and  several  other  members  objected 
to  the  passing  of  any  law  by  the  Assembly  which 
would  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Provin- 
cial Legislatures  in  dealing  with  their  own 
waste  lands.  The  cases  set  forth  in  the  peti- 
tions from  Auckland  were  special  ones,  and 
ought  to  be  So  dealt  with. 

Major  RICHARDSON  thought  that  these 
cases  ought  to  be  referred  back  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and 
would  move  an  amendment  to  that  cflcct. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  would  support  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  He  thought  that  the  explana- 
tions given  by  the  Superintendent  of  Auckland 
were  sufficient  to  show  that  the  power  of  grant- 
ing the  redress  sought  by  the  petitioners  did 
not  now  rest  with  the  Provincial  Legislature. 

Mr.  CARLETON  would  not  object  to  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  further  than  that  he 
thought  it  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  having  the  recom- 
mendation to  "waive  the  provisions  of  the 
Waste  Land  Regulations  "  in  this  particular  case 
put  into  some  other  terms.  The  House  ought 
to  take  care  how  they  interfered  with  regula- 
tions that  had  become  law  in  the  provinces. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  was  agreeably  surprised  at 
the  carefulness  of  Provincial  Council  privileges 
which  was  displayed  on  this  occasion.  When 
he,  in  a  former  session,  moved  in  that  direction 
he  was  not  supported  by  those  who  were  now 
so  jealously  carefvd  of  the  rights  of  the  Provin- 
cial Governments.  He  supported  the  adoption 
of  the  report. 

Major  Richardson's  amendment  withdrawn. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  the  following 
resolutions : — 

1.  That,  in  the  adoption  of  any  policy  or  the 
passing  of  any  laws  affecting  the  Native  race, 
this  House  wUl  keep  before  it,  as  its  highest 
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object,  the  entire  amalgamation  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  New  Zealand  into  one 
united  people. 

2.  That  this  House  will  assent  to  no  laws 
which  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever  race,  within  this 
colony  to  a  full  and  equad  enjoyment  of  civil 
and  political  privileges. 

3.  That  a  recognition  of  the  foregoing  prin- 
ciple will  necessitate  the  personal  aid  of  one 
or  more  Kative  chiefs  in  the  administration  of 
the  (Government  of  the  oolony,  the  presence  of 
members  of  the  Maori  nobility  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  a  fair  representation  in  this 
House  of  a  race  which  constitutes  one-third  of 
the  population  of  the  oolony. 

4.  That  the  same  principle  ought  to  be  re- 
spected in  the  constitution  and  jurisdiction  of 
ul  legislative  bodies  subordinate  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  of  all  Courts  of  law  within 
this  oolony. 

5.  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  praying  that  His 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  such  steps 
to  be  taken  as  he  may  be  advised  will  bring 
the  policy  above  indicated  into  operation  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

[The  honourable  member  said :]  Mr.  Spealcer, 
if  I  wore  to  say  that  I  rise  with  a  feeling  of 
great  diffidence  to  move  the  resolutions  stand- 
ing on  the  Order  Paper  this  evening,  I  should 
very  feebly  express  my  sense  of  the  weight 
which  oppresses  me  when  I  contemplate  the 
task  I  have  undertaken.  It  is  not  only  a  sense 
of  my  own  inability  rightly  to  fulfil  so  great  a 
trust — although  that  is  a  condition  which  is 
painfully  present  to  me — ^nor  is  it  the  convic- 
tion that  I  am  addressing  so  many  who,  being 
far  better  acquainted  with  Native  affairs,  may 
regard  with  little  interest  anything  that  may 
faU  from  myself  ;  but  it  is  a  recollection  of 
the  grave  responsibility  which  rests  upon  any 
man  who  takes  upon  himself,  in  the  present 
critical  relations  of  two  races  openly  suspi- 
cious and  covertly  hostile,  in  any  way  to  inter- 
fere with  the  policy  affecting  those  relations.  I 
should  feel  this  responsibility  to  be  far  greater 
than  it  is  if  the  resolutions  I  am  about  to 
move  were  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Queen's 
Government  m  the  oolony ;  but  I  hope  I  shall 
leave  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  House 
before  I  sit  down  that  the  resolutions  on  the 
Order  Paper,  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  policy 
of  the  Government  at  all,  in  reality  aid  and 
assist  it ;  and,  in  fact,  that  they  spring  out  of 
the  same  idea,  go  in  the  same  direction,  and 
tend  to  the  same  result.  Under  the  charge 
which  may  be  brought  against  me  of  presump- 
tion in  attempting  to  give  advice  upon  Native 
matters  to  those  who  are  much  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  than  I  can  pretend 
to  be,  I  am  sustained  by  considerations  arising 
out  of  a  perusal  of  the  papers,  not  only  those 
laid  on  the  table  this  session,  but  also  those 
more  voluminous  documents  which  have  been 
before  you  during  the  last  two  years ;  for  I 
think  no  man  who  has  given  his  attention  to 
the  questions  discussed  in  this  colony  during 
these  lost  two  years  can  fail  to  be  struck  with 
Mr.  Fiuaerald 


this  idea,  that  the  application  of  the  old  pm- 
verb,  "  Boctors  differ,  ought  not  to  be  oonfbaed 
to  professors  of  medical  science  only.  There 
is  hardly  a  fact  stated  by  one  Native  authority 
which  is  not  contradicted  by  another — gcaieely 
an  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  on  one 
side  of  the  House  which  has  not  been  the  sab- 
ject  of  ridicule  on  the  other.  Although  the 
greatest  ability,  the  widest  experience,  and  the 
most  extensive  information  have  been  made  use 
of  by  the  Government  in  Native  affairs,  ve 
shall  all  agree  that  the  condition  of  those 
affairs  at  this  moment  is  a  sad  and  miserable, 
mess.  If,  therefore,  the  policy  I  have  th* 
honour  to  propose  in  these  resolutions  should, 
after  being  tried,  fail  of  success,  I  shall  ham 
the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that  it  will  hate 
shared  no  worse  a  fate  than  the  wisest  of  &» 
schemes  which  have  preceded  it.  But  I  ven- 
ture to  believe  that  we  have  hitherto  been 
placing  too  much  reliance  on  smfUl  points  of 
technical  knowledge,  and  forgetting  those  great 
elements  of  human  character  common  to  all 
men  in  virtue  of  their  common  humanity.  I 
venture  to  believe  it  is  not  by  any  particular 
acquaintance  with  this  or  that  characteristic  of 
the  Maori  people,  or  with  their  peculiar  tndi- 
tions  and  customs,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  fix 
our  grasp  on  those  powerful  SkSections  which 
he  feels  in  common  with  hia  fellow-nmn  d 
every  race  and  under  all  dimes.  I  venture  to 
believe  that  it  has  never  been  by  poring  over 
little  details  of  character  or  peering  into  the 
little  accidents  of  society  that  great  men  h&?e 
ever  been  able  to  master  the  turbulent  passions 
of  savage  races.  And  therefore,  at  staiting,^ 
I  protest  against  the  doctrine  that  it  is  only 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  Native  so- 
peistitions,  or  are  accustomed  to  deal  with 
the  Natives  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  tiade, 
who  are  able  to  expound  to  us  the  social 
and  political  relations  which  we  may  wish, 
or  which  it  may  be  possible,  to  establish.  Kot 
that  I  would  underrate  the  valuable  knowledge 
acquired  by  those  who  have  studied  the  Utori 
language  and  customs :  all  I  am  saying  is,  that 
a  man  may  be  a  very  fair  Maori  scholar  with- 
out being  a  great  statesman.  My  honoozaUe 
friend  the  Native  Minister  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell) 
will  understand  that  I  do  not  intend  to  apply 
that  remark  to  him,  for  I  recognize  in  him,  for 
the  first  time,  one  who  has  exercised  consido- 
able  influence  in  the  political  affairs  of  this 
House  and  of  the  colony,  and  who,  at  the  sum 
time,  has  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
Native  language  and  character.  It  is  for  the 
first  time  we  recognize  such  an  individual  at 
the  head  of  the  Native  Government  in  this 
country.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  even  the  wisest  policy 
into  satisfactory  operation  if  we  were  deprived 
of  the  assistance  which  men  who  have  acquired 
that  information  must  necessarily  be  able  tO' 
afford.  All  I  say  is,  that  the  Maori  students 
and  scholars  can  tell  us  in  a  few  words  all  that 
it  is  necessary  we  should  know  to  guide  us  in 
the  adoption  of  a  policy  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  taiow  the  broad 
and  general  outlines  of  Maori  ohaiacter  fnoB. 
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-the  time  that  the  race  first  came  under  oar 
obeerration  to  enable  ns  to  gnage  and  measure 
the  poaubility  or  the  value  o{  the  institntions 
m  may  wiah  to  establish.    I  will  allude  for  a 
moment  to  this  Maori  oharaoter.    It  will  be 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  Maori  is  a  man 
who  exhibits  in  a  remarkable  degree  a  capacity 
for  intellectual  and   social  improyement.     I 
remember  when    I   wsm  a  child  reading  the 
lew  books  thm   existing  on    the    subject   of 
New  Zealand — poring   over  the  massacre    of 
the  "Boyd,"  and  the  career  of  Hongi.    It  is 
more  than  thirty  years  since  I  first  listened 
to  tales  of  Kew  Zealand  life,  from  the  mouth 
of  a  missionary  who  had  seen  what  he  de- 
fiotibed.    When  I  remember  what  the  Maori 
was  then,  and  when  I  know  what  he  is  now ; 
when  I  see  how  readily  he  grasped  the  mys- 
teries of  a  lofty  faith,  and  to  how  great  a  degree 
he  accommodated  his  conduct  to  the  require- 
ments of   bis    new  belief ;  when  I    see  how 
rapidly  he  penetrated  the  intricacies  of  oom- 
meicial  intercourse,    and   know   to  what  an 
extent  he  has    sacrificed    the    constitutional 
Usutode  of  his  dispoeition  to  engage  in  the 
paths  of  indoBtrial  enterprise,  I  say  I  know  of 
no  race  in  any  period  of  the  world's  history 
which  has  made  in  so  short  a  time  so  great  a 
stride.    Looking  at  other  nations  in  similar 
«ircmnstances,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  trans- 
formations- which  we  are  accustomed  to  oon- 
<ider  as  the  growth  of  slow  years  have,  in  this 
race,  been  brought  within  the  experience  of  a 
tingle  life-time.     Again,  I  shall  not  perhaps  be 
eontradicted  if  I  say  that  the  Maori  is  a  man 
of  generous   and    courageous   disposition.      I 
do  not  take  this  fact  simply  from  the  struggle 
of  Uie  Maoris  with  ourselves  in  the  recent  or  in 
former  wars,  but  from  all  the  facts  whioh  have 
come  under  our  cognisance  in  every-day  life — 
for  example,  from  the  knowledge  of  them  as 
sailors  and  whalers  both  in   the   long-shore 
service  and  in  the  deep-sea  fisheries.    Again,  I 
suppose  I  may  be  allowed  to  sissume — I  sup- 
pose all   those    not   greatly   prejudiced    will 
admit — that  the  Maori  is  a  man  of  remarkable 
intelleetnal  capacity,  with  a  strong  and  vivid 
imagination,  considerable  power  of  reasoning, 
gteat  political  aptitude,  and  great  diplomatic 
ci^iacity.     I  have  seen  speeches  and  letters 
emanating  from  Maoris  in  the  course  of  the 
recent  straggles  which  show  me  that  he  has  a 
most  keen  perception  of  his  policy  towards  us, 
and  of  the  result  of  our  actions  tovrards  him. 
I  do  not  say  that  he  agrees  with  us ;  but  it  is 
jnst  where  he  does  not  agree  that  he  seems 
to  possess  the  independent  capacity  of  weigh- 
ing motives  and  actions.     I  have  seen  docu- 
ments from  Makoris  that  would  have  done  jus- 
tice to  any  diplomatist  in  ajiy  country  in  the 
wodd.    And  Uiese  papers  before   me  on  the 
table  teem  with  evidence  of  the  extraordinary 
intelligence  of  the  Maoris  in  matters  connected 
with  the  policy  of  the  British  Qovemment 
towards  them.    I  wish,  in  my  remarks  this 
evening,  to  avoid  tiring  the  House  with  long 
extracts;  but  on  this  point,  which  is  an  im- 
portant one— the  character  and  the  capacity  of 
4he  UMris— I  cannot  help  asking  the  attftntian 


of  the  House  to  a  single  short  quotation  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  Oorst,  a  gentleman,  of  all  those 
who  have  furnished  reports  to  tiie  Oovem- 
ment,  who  gives  perhaps  the  lowest  view  of  the 
Maori  oharaoter  and  prospects.  How,  what 
does  he  say,  in  speaking  of  the  Council  of  King 
Matuteare,  at  Ngamawahia, — 

•<  Of  the  acuteness  and  wisdom  of  these  men 
I  feel  bound  to  spe^'in  the  very  highest  terms. 
In  all  questions  whioh  I  have  heard  discussed 
by  them  they  have  argued  with  calmness  and 
good  temper,  kept  steadily  to  the  point  at  issue, 
looked  at  the  question  from  every  side  and 
faoed  all  its  difficulties,  and  have  usually  come 
to  a  Just  decision.  In  their  opposition  they 
have  never  behaved  with  anything  approaohing 
to  rudeness.  It  would  be  impossible  to  find 
a  body  of  men  with  whom  the  Government 
could  more  advantageoasly  consult  upon  the 
subject  of  lavrs  and  regulations  for  the  Na- 
tives." 

Now,  Sir,  when  I  think  what  Mr.  Oorst  him- 
self is — a  gentleman  who  stands  in  a  very  high 
rank  of  intellectual  capacity  —  who  has  at- 
tained the  highest  honours  at  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish universities ;  when  I  think  that  there  is  no 
man  in  this  country  better  able  to  measure  the 
character  of  those  men,  and  to  compare  them 
with  the  high  standard  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  been  accustomed  to  associate,  I  think  the 
House  will  agree  with  me,  the  language  he  has 
used  fully  justifies  the  description  I  am  giving 
of  the  Maori  character.  Then,  I  suppose,  again, 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  Maons  are  a  re- 
markably justice-loving  people.  Why,  Bit,  I 
have  heard  the  Maori  spoken  of  in  Uie  same 
category  with  Algerine  corsairs  and  Chinese 
pirates.  Now,  I  vrish  to  ask,  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  these  pirates  and  corsairs  know  they  are 
repudiating  all  human  law  and  justice  what- 
soever— that  they  know  what  right  and  law  is, 
but  are  living  in  opposition  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plunder  and  gain?  Now,  has  there 
ever  been  one  fact  shown  indicating  such  a 
spirit  on  the  part  of  the  Maoris  since  they  have 
been  under  our  cognizance  ?  Is  it  not  entirely 
true,  I  ask  those  even  who  have  recently  been 
engaged  personally  in  the  strife  with  them,  that 
where  the  Maori  differs  from  us  it  is  becauso 
he  believes  he  is  right  7  Let  me  allude  for  a 
moment  to  the  unfortunate  event  which  lately 
ooourred  at  Wanganni ;  and  I  ask  the  House 
candidly  to  say  whether,  if  in  that  unfortunate 
struggle  it  had  been  the  Englishman  who  had 
beenkilled,  we  believe  that  the  English  settlers, 
in  the  present  irritated  state  of  feeling  between 
the  two  raoes,  would  have  come  forward  as  the 
Maoris  did,  in  such  an  open  and  direct  manner, 
and  have  said,  "  It  is  our  man  who  has  been  in 
fault."  I  think,  then,  the  House  vrill  agree 
vrith  me  that  the  Maoris  are  a  very  justice- 
loving  people.  I  do  not  say  that  they  have  no 
faults.  I  have  been  told  that  they  are  a  very 
fickle  and  improvident  race ;  but  a  recollection 
of  the  unfortunate  failings  of  n^  own  country- 
men induces  me  to  ask  the  House  to  look  on 
those  biultB  with  a  somewhat  lenient  eye.  But, 
if  you  are  inclined  to  despise  the  constitutionsd 
infirmity  of  the  Celt,  at  all  event*  you  will  be 
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prepared  to  do  all  honooz  to  the  chaiaoteristio 
Tiitue  of  the  Saxon — his  power  of  bargaining 
and  making  money — and  of  that  you  certainly 
bave  a  Terr  fair  imitation  in  Maori  oharaoter. 
I  do  not  think  I  have  overrated  the  character 
of  the  Maori.  And  I  have  dwelt  upon  it  for 
this  reason,  because  in  a  clear  appreciation  of 
this  point  lies  all  our  hope  for  the  future,  as 
ought  also  to  lie  the  basis  of  all  our  policy  for 
the  present.  I  ask  myself  this  question,  is  the 
Maori  a  man  capable  of  being  raised  to  the 
same  rank  of  oiTilization  in  which  we  stand  7 
and  the  answer  I  give  is  that,  however  we  may 
be  blinded  by  the  unfortunate  antagonism  of 
our  position,  posterity  will  derive  sufficient 
from  the  history  of  these  times  to  decide  that 
the  Maori  is  a  man  who  might  have  been  and 
ought  to  have  been  raised  to  that  sta^e  of  civi- 
lization which  we  ounelves  enjoy — if  not  by 
his  own  efforts,  at  all  events  by  amalgamation 
with  the  higher  race  with  which  he  has  been 
brought  into  contaot.  And  I  ask  to  what  an 
extent  has  not  that  amalgamation  gone  already  7 
To  what  an  extent  has  not  the  Maori  already 
adopted  our  manners,  habits,  and  customs? 
What  does  he  not  owe  to  us  7  Is  he  not  at  this 
moment  dependent  on  us  for  half  the  necessaries 
and  all  the  luxuries  of  his  life  7  His  horses,  his 
cattle,  bis  sheep,  his  pigs  are  our  gifts.  His 
clothing  is  the  produce  of  our  looms.  His 
sugar  and  tobacco  are  brought  to  him  in  our 
ships.  The  tools  which  he  uses  are  forged  on 
our  anvils.  The  very  guns  which  he  points  at 
OS  come  out  of  our  furnaces,  and  the  gunpowder 
with  which  he  shoots  us  is  manufactured  in 
our  mills.  And,  it  we  turn  from  the  physical  to 
the  intellectual  conditions  of  his  existence,  has 
not  that  barrier  between  nations — religious  faith 
— been  broken  down  between  us ;  and,  when  he 
lisps  the  petitions  of  a  faith  he  has  learned 
from  us,  does  he  not  do  so  in  a  language  so 
modified  by  Snglish  ideas  and  so  changed  by 
English  words  as  almost  entirely  to  have  sup- 
planted the  ancient  language  of  his  forefathers. 
Then,  the  proposition  I  have  put  to  the  House 
to-night  is  this :  that  the  amalgamation  of  the 
two  races  which  has  gone  on,  has  gone  on  in 
spite  of  a  policy  of  disunion  and  severance  on 
the  part  of  our  Government.  And  the  practical 
issue  which  I  put  to  the  House  is  this :  I  adc 
you  to  put  an  end  now  and  for  ever  to  that 

rlicy.  I  hope  I  shall  not  weary  the  House  if 
refer  for  a  short  time  to  the  history  of  our 
xelations  with  the  Maori  people  ever  since  they 
first  came  under  our  cognizance.  I  am  not 
going  to  detain  the  House  with  a  narration  of 
dry  facts  with  which  all  present  are  as  well 
acquainted  as  myself.  I  merely  want  to  get 
80  much  from  the  past  as  to  throw  some  light 
on  the  future,  and  to  enable  me  to  establish  the 
justice  of  the  propositions  I  am  making  to  the 
House.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  tiiat  Maori 
society  and  European  society  have  come  in 
contact  in  three  distinct  points  from  which,  as 
from  three  pebbles  thrown  into  a  pond,  three 
Keparate  circles  of  influences  have  extended 
themselves  over  the  Maori  people :  these  points 
I  call  the  colonists,  the  missionaries,  and  the 
^tovemment;  and  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
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upon  each.  First,  I  wish  to  aak,  briefly,  iriat 
has  been  the  action  of  the  ooloniats  cm  tin 
Maori  people?  I  will  pass  over  those  ecdT 
times  in  which  these  Islands,  in  common  iriai 
all  the  other  islands  of  the  Pacific,  were  looked 
upon  with  a  sort  of  superstitions  honor  as  tii* 
scenes  of  fearful  massacre  and  bloodshed.  And 
yet,  if  we  could  draw  up  the  veil  iHiich  haogt 
over  the  history  of  those  times.  We  should  re- 
cognize that  almost  all  those  deeds  of  violenee 
were  acts  of  revenge  for  wrong  upon  our  part,  of 
which  no  record  now  remains  in  this  wadd. 
We  know  how  little  restraint  our  oounttymeo 
are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of  potting  on  their 
lusts  and  passions,  when  beyond  the  rnstruit 
of  our  law,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  poUit 
opinion.  But  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that, 
after  this  universal  opinion  as  to  the  Natin 
character,  the  moment  settlers  established 
themselves  on  these  shores  their  whole  opn- 
ion  of  the  Maori  became  entirely  changad. 
Instead  of  being  an  irreclaimable  savage,  he 
was  found  to  be  a  man  of  warm  and  kindly 
affections,  capable  of  most  generous  friendshqs 
and  lasting  attachments.  The  history  of  toe 
relations  between  the  early  settlers  and  the 
New  Zealand  inhabitants  exhibits  numberlen 
instances  justifying  what  I  have  been  saying. 
I  have  always  found  that  those  who  speak  most 
kindly  of  the  Maoris  are  those  old  settlers  who 
established  themselves  in  the  ooontry  whes 
they  had  no  protection  to  look  to  except  their 
own  conduct  and  the  friendship  of  the  chieb 
under  whom  they  lived.  I  think  t  should  be 
justified  in  saying  that  the  view  which  Hu 
Maori  took  in  those  times  of  the  English  settler 
was  not  [^together  a  very  flattering  one ;  he 
looked  upon  him  as  a  sort  of  useful  strangarr 
but  inferior  to  himself  in  all  the  qualities  wMck 
he  most  admired  and  esteemed;  and  there  it 
some  reason  to  suppose  that  that  opinion  is  not 
altogether  ohatig^  at  the  present  time.  He 
looks  upon  us  sometimes  even  now  as  useful 
mechanics,  who  make  his  guns  and  blanketi 
for  him  ;  bat  he  has  no  personal  respect  ioi  VM- 
as  a  superior  race,  or  personal  feac  of  as  as  is 
enemy.  But  nothing  is  more  remarkable  tbaa 
the  strong  personal  friendships  which  appesc 
to  have  grown  up  between  the  two  races,  lo 
long  as  ttiey  were  free  and  uninterfered  witii. 
Even  now,  had  a  fight  occurred  between  tw» 
English  counties,  or,  what  used  to  be  frequenyy 
the  case,  between  two  Irish  factions,  or  b«twMB 
two  Highland  olans,  I  may  safely  assert  that 
the  state  of  animosity  between  those  two  pat- 
ties would  have  been  muoh  greater  than  it  it 
at  this  moment  between  the  English  and  tb* 
Maoris  even  on  the  scene  of  the  recent  hostili- 
ties. I  take  this  as  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
possibility  of  the  two  races  to  live  in  union  and 
in  peaceful  intercourse  with  one  another.  Some 
instances  may  be  adduced  in  which  English- 
men may  seem  to  have  a  hatred  smd  contempt 
for  the  Maori.  You  will  find  in  these  papen 
complaints  by  chiefs  that  some  of  the  setUeis 
tie  in  the  habit  of  speaking  to  them  as  "  UaA 
niggers"  and  "bloody  Maoris."  But  this  is 
only  as  muoh  as  to  say  that  amongst  the 
English  settlers  there  are  some  mfiSoas  and 
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llackguards  —  and  vie  did  not  come  to  New 
Zealand  to  leam  that.    Bnt  I  do  not  believo 
that  this  is  the  general  attitude  of  the  English 
to  the  Maori  race.    The  history  of  the  colony 
shows  us  that  there  is  no  personal  antipathy 
or  antagonism  existing  between  the  two  races. 
Our  men  many  their  women,  and  the  late 
census  shows  that,  in  some  few  instances,  our 
women  have  married  their  pien.     There  are 
not  more,  if  so  many,  personal  quarrels  between 
the  members  of  the  two  races  as  between  mem- 
bers of  either  race  amongst  themselves.    Where 
the  antagonism  first  arises  is  when  the  Maori 
oomns  in  contact  with  our  commercial  progress ; 
only  at  that  point  where  his  possession  of  the 
land  interferes  with  our  industrial  and  commer- 
cial progress,  there  for  the  first  time  we  trace 
antagonism  between  the    two   races;    and   I 
maintain  that  this  has  been  increased,  if  not 
produced,  by  our  peculiar  laws  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  Native  lands.    I  come,  then,  to  the 
general  concltision,  that  there  is  no  disunion 
between  the  two  races  that  is  natural  and 
necessary,  that  the   difference  between  them 
is  artificial  and  adventitious;   and,   as  it  has 
been    created    by    ourselves,   so    by  ourselves 
it  can  and  ought  to  be   removed.     This   is 
the  conclusion  I  wish  to  deduce   in   resjwct 
to  the  intercourse  between  the  colonists  and 
the  Maoris.     I  come  now  to    speak   of  the 
missionaries.     And  before  I  speak  of  them, 
as  I  shall  have  to  do,  in  terms  of  qualified  con- 
demnation, I  wish  first  to  express  my  humble 
tribute  of  admiration  at  the  successful  and 
triumphant  labours  of  this  noble  brotherhood. 
It  is  to  them  that  the  Maori  owes  the  largest 
part  of  the  civilization  which  he  has  at  present 
teamed  from  us.    Speaking  as  a  politician,  and 
vrhoUy  without  reference  to  religion  or  religions 
feeling,  I  say  that  the  work  the  missionary  has 
done  in  converting  the  Natives  to  Christianity 
is  one  the  magnitude  of  which  can  never  be 
over-estimated  by  a  statesman.     For  history 
teaches  me  that,  of  all  the  obstacles  to  national 
and  ^litical  union,  the  most  terrible  is  that 
interposed  by  religious  superstition  and  by  dif- 
ferences of  religious  belief.    That  is  the  great 
stumbling-block  in  the  statesman's  way,  and 
that  stumbling-block  the  missionary  has  cleared 
out  of  onr  path  for  ever.    But  when  the  influ- 
ence of  tlie  missionary  first  became  injurious 
was  in  his  opposition  to  the  colonization  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  jealousy  he  exhibited 
towards  the  colonists.    I  am  not  going  to  say 
that,  if  I  look  soleljr  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Maori  people,  the  missionary  was  not  right.    I 
know  the  missionary  hod  a  great  excuse  for 
supposing  that  the  colonists  would  exercise  a 
pernicious  influence  on  the  Maoris.    I  believe 
that  this  province  alone  could  offer  instances  in 
which  civilization  and  Christianity  have  been 
disgraced  and  degraded    in   the  eyes  of  the 
Maoris  by  some  few  of  the  flrst  settlers — and 
those  not  only  of  the  lower  orders.    The  mis- 
take the  missionanr  made  was,  that  he  should 
have  been  very  well  assured  he  could  stop  the 
colonization  of  the   country  before  he  gave 
utterance  to  the  wish  to  do  so.     More  far- 
seeing  men  wduld  have  known  that  they  might 


as  well  have  attempted  to  stop  the  ocean's  tide 
ai  to  prevent  the  influx  of  European  colonists 
to  these  shores ;  and  their  whole  policy  should 
have  been  moulded  accordingly.  But  that  I 
will  not  weary  the  House  with  quotations 
I  could  prove  without  difficulty,  by  a  thousand 
instances,  that  the  attitude  which  the  mis- 
sionary assumed  towards  the  colonists.was  one 
of  a  hostile  and  jealous  character ;  and,  to  that 
extent,  an  attitude  which  created  and  induced 
a  policy  of  disunion  and  severance  between 
the  two  races.  But,  whatever  mistake  the 
missionary  may  have  made  on  this  point,  it 
was  repeated  with  far  more  pernicious  effect 
by  Ministers  at  Home;  and  by  the  Colonial 
Government  in  the  colony.  Prom  the  very 
moment  when  it  became  obvious  that  these 
Islands  were  about  to  become  the  scene  of 
British  colonization  all  far-seeing  men  ought 
to  have  perceived  that  from  that  moment  the 
doom  of  the  Natives  was  virtually  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  colonists.  It  ought  to  have 
been  foreseen  that  ultimately  the  whole  powers 
within  these  Islands  would  some  day  be  exet- 
cised  by  the  British  settlers.  Statesmen  had 
indeed  a  very  different  opinion  then  from  what 
they  have  now  as  to  the  rights  of  British 
colonists.  There  were  politicians  in  those 
days  who  thought  that  a  lorm  of  arbitrary 
government  in  the  hands  of  a  Governor  was  a 
satisfactory  and,  indeed,  an  enduring  form  of 
Anglo-Saxon  society.  But  more  sagacious  men 
perceived  that  the  time  must  come  when  the 
word  "  government "  would  only  mean  the  will 
of  the  British  inhabitants  of  these  Islands. 
And,  foreseeing  that,  all  their  policy  ought  to 
have  been  moulded  accordingly.  What  I  am 
saying  would  have  been  true  had  not  the  people 
been  admitted  as  they  have  been  to  political 
power.  It  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  that 
nothing  in  the  world  would  ultimately  prevent 
the  Natives  being  swept  out  of  the  path  of  the 
English  settlers — &a  I  now  say  nothing  ever 
will  prevent  their  being  swept  out  of  our  path 
—  except  the  determined  resolution  on  the 
part  of  the  settlers  themselves  to  protect  and 
preserve  them.  The  one  great  error  which  has 
pervaded  all  our  relations  with  the  Maoris, 
from  the  first  interference  of  the  missionaries  to 
the  last  unfortunate  clinging  to  personal  jiowet 
in  Native  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  late  Go- 
vernor, has  been  this  policy  of  disunion  and 
severance,  spreading  jealousy  between  the  two 
races.  Why,  what  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  7  Has  it  not  been  to  assume  from 
the  flrst  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  mo- 
ment the  colonists  got  power  they  would  in- 
flict some  terrible  injury  on  the  Natives  ?  Has 
not  this  been  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Colonial 
Office  Instructions  and  Colonial  Governor's 
despatches  ?  and  have  we  not  heard  the  sime 
charge  recently  echoing  from  the  mouth  of  a 
respectable  Canon  at  Home?  Look  for  a 
moment  at  our  constitutional  history:  Was 
it  not  the  case  that  we  wore  for  many  years 
defrauded  of  out  constitutional  rights  solely  on 
the  ground  that  we  could  not  exercise  them 
with  fairness  to  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  ?    Was  it  not  the  case  that,  until 
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quite  recently — for  I  am  told  that  a  despatch 
has  been  read  in  the  House  to-day  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  which  may  presently  alter 
this  state  of  things — that  there  were  two  Go- 
vernments in  the  colony,  one  the  Parliament 
exercising  authority  over  the  English  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  other  the  absolute  will  of  the 
Governor  exercising  authority  over  the  Maoris, 
thus  sybibolizing  in  the  highest  quarters  the 
fatal  principle  that  a  distinct  line  of  demar- 
cation ought  to  be  drawn  between  the  two 
races.  Then,  again,  let  me  refer  to  our  land 
policy.  Has  not  our  mode  of  acquiring  land 
from  the  Natives  been  based  on  this  idea,  that 
the  English  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  inter- 
mingle with  the  Natives?  We  bought  large 
tracts  of  lands  from  the  Natives,  on  which  alone 
Europeans  were  allowed  to  settle,  so  as  to  force 
the  Europeans  to  live  in  one  part  of  the  colony 
and  the  Maoris  in  another.  I  do  not  say  that 
under  any  circumstances  or  any  policy  that 
would  not  have  been  to  a  great  extent  the 
result ;  but  what  I  complain  of  is  that,  instead 
of  recognizing  this  as  an  evil  to  be  removed  by 
time  and  mutual  intercourse,  ^e  whole  of  our 
laws  seemed  to  be  aimed  at  perpetuating  it  as 
long  as  possible.  Before  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment was  established  here  there  was  hardly  a 
pa  in  the  country  which  had  not  got  a  Euro- 
pean living  in  it.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  but  that  that  progress  must  have  gone  on, 
with  the  colonization  of  the  country,  had  not 
the  Crown  stepped  in,  and  by  its  peculiar 
mode  of  acquiring  the  Native  land,  put  an 
absolute  barrier  to  that  intermingling  of  the 
two  races,  separating  them  one  into  one  part 
of  the  country,  and  another  into  another.  I 
know  it  will  be  said  that,  if  these  laws  had  not 
been  made,  the  Maoris  would  have  lost  all 
their  land  for  much  less  than  its  value,  and 
constant  quarrels  would  have  occurred  between 
the  settlers  and  the  Maoris  on  the  subject  of 
title.  That  is  exactly  what  I  used  to  say 
myself.  In  1854,  when  I  was  called  on,  at  a 
very  short  notice,  to  frame  a  policy  for  the 
colony,  in  conjunction  with  my  two  honourable 
friends  opposite  (Mr.  Weld  and  Mr.  Dillon  Bell) 
and  the  late  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Sewell),  I 
gave  my  voice  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of 
the  present  system  of  land-purchase  from  the 
Natives.  Further  consideration  of  the  subject 
and  a  larger  acquaintance  with  facts  have 
induced  me  entirely  to  change  my  opinion  on 
that  point.  I  will  only  add,  at  present,  that  I 
am  now  quite  satisfied  that  sufficient  guaran- 
tees might  have  been  provided  to  have  obviated 
both  of  those  evils.  Now,  passing  from  the 
laws  for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  our  Statute 
Book,  I  am  sorry  to  trace  precisely  the  same 
policy  of  disunion  pervading  some  of  the  laws 
of  the  colony,  ux  all  the  Constitutions  we 
have  had  there  has  been  a  power  given  for 
restraining  the  operation  of  English  laws  in 
what  are  called  Maori  districts.  Even  in  the 
Constitution  Act  there  was  a  power  reserved 
to  the  Governor  to  set  aside  certain  Native 
districts  within  which  Maori  laws  and  cus- 
toms should  be  retained  —  though  what  the 
term  "  Maori  law  "  may  mean  I  leave  to  the 
Mr.FitiOerald 


doctors  of  that  remarkable  system  of  juaspnif 
dence  to  expound ;  but  no  Governor  was  ent 
so  ill-advised  as  to  act  on  this  power.  In  A» 
legislation  of  1858,  however,  I  find  a  distinctim 
dniwn  between  the  law  of  the  land  in  one  part 
of  the  colony  and  in  another,  based  on  the  dif- 
ference  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  I  do  not 
wish  my  honourable  friends  opposite  to  sappoaa 
that  I  disapprove  altogether  of  that  legislatiait 
in  Native  ciiElairs ;  I  am  only  saying  that,  in 
this  one  respect,  we  appear  to  liave  gone  ooa 
step  farther  from  the  right  direction — that  is, 
in  drawing  a  clear  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  law  in  Native  and  in  European  district* 
based  upon  the  ownership  of  the  soil ;  and  ia 
these  institutions  which  are  now  being  imposed 
on  the  Natives  by  the  Governor  and  by  my 
honourable  friends  on  that  bench  I  shall  hav« 
occasion  presently  to  show  that  the  same  fault 
exists.  I  have  now  traced  the  operation  of  the 
English  upon  the  Maoris  through  these  three 
principal  channels— the  colonists,  the  miskm- 
aries,  and  the  Government ;  and  I  hope  I 
have  brought  the  House  to  the  coaclosiao 
that  there  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  ten- 
dency between  the  two  races  to  unite  titaa- 
selves  into  one — a  tendency  which  has  beeo 
opposed  from  the  first,  piartly  by  .the  ix- 
fluence  of  the  missionary,  and  more  recently 
by  the  operation  of  the  Government.  I  aia 
now  about  to  ask  the  House  to  look  for  a  sbcot 
time  at  what  the  present  state  of  the  Maori  ii 
in  reference  to  ourselves.  I  spoke  just  now,  ia 
terms  which  I  do  not  think  were  exaggerated, 
of  his  character  and  capacity.  But  when  yo« 
look  at  the  reports  before  you,  you  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Maori  race  at  tki* 
moment  is  in  a  state  of  decay.  It  is  painfully 
evident  that  the  advance  which  he  made  ia 
civilization  through  twenty-five  or  thirty  yeui 
of  intercourse  with  us  has  come  to  an  entin 
check ;  and  I  proceed  to  ask,  what  are  the 
causes  of  that  check?  Now,  for  the  fseti 
alluded  to  in'  Mr.  Gorst's  report,  I  think  thej 
are  for  the  most  part  attributable  to  the  latt 
war.  And  I  must  say  that,  if  anything  caoii 
terrify  me  from  a  war  policy  again,  it  woe  id  be 
a  perusal  of  these  reports,  and  the  view  of  the 
melemcholy  pictures  they  draw  of  parts  of  the 
Northern  Island — schools  deserted,  lands  xa- 
tilled,  mills  in  decay — as  if  war  had  swept  om 
the  whole  western  coast  of  the  Northern  Island. 
Apart,  however,  from  this,  I  think  it  is  evident 
that  before  the  war  broke  out  the  Katircs 
were  in  a  state  of  retreat  from  a  conditian  of 
civilization.  Now,  there  are  three  principal 
causes  which  may  be  assigned  as  the  origin  of 
this  check  ;  and  this  is  a  most  important  point, 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  ;  because,  if  these  causes  are  beyood  our 
control,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  mcaiB 
over  the  grave  of  the  Native  race ;  but,  if  they 
are  under  our  control,  then  it  bectones  our 
solemn  and  imperative  duty  to  get  rid  of  these 
causes.  The  fiirst  cause  is  one  which  has  been 
frequently  mentioned  before  —  the  state  at 
anarchy  into  which  the  race  has  fallen  owing 
to  the  decay  of  the  power  of  the  old  chieb. 
But  I  do  not  join  in  lamenting  the  decay  of 
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that  power,  becaose  it  ■was  ueoenat;  before  yon- 
«ould  establish  any  civilized  institations.    I  am 
satisfied  that  the^  power  of  the  chief  depended 
mainly  on  heathen  superstitions  and  customs, 
and  the  introduction  of  Christianity  was  itself 
the  cause  of  the  decay  of  that  power.    The  race 
has   fallen  into  a  state  of  political  anarchy 
because  no  institutions  have  been  given  it  in 
the  place  of  those  which  it  has  lost.    The  next 
point  that  occurs  to  me  as  a  principal  cause  of 
this  decay  is,  that  the  Native  seems  to  have 
lost  the  old  arts  of  savage  life  before  he  has 
acquired  the  new  arts  of  a  civilized  people.    I 
will   ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one 
point,  I  will  not  say  in  evidence  of  this,  for 
these  great  principles  we  must  deduce  not  from 
single  facts,  but  from  a  variety  of  collateral 
instances ;  therefore,  not  by  way  of  proof,  but 
rather  of  illustration,  I  will  quote  one  passage 
from  the  reports  on  the  table.    In  the  village 
mnangas  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discus- 
sion as  to  the  building  of  Courthouses,  and  it 
has  been  a  matter  of  discussion  how  titty  should 
bnild   them.    I   find,  in  the  report  from  the 
Liower  Wailcato,  one  chief,  Noa,  says,  "  I  am 
in  iAvom  of  a  raupo  building,  because  I  do  not 
Icnow  how  to  build  a  wooden  house ;  but  I  under- 
stand raupo  work ;"  whilst  at  another  runanga 
in  the  same  district  another  chief  says,  "  If  I 
could   find   sawyers  1  would  have  a  wooden 
house.    What  is  the  good  of  a  raupo  building — it 
is  always  out  of  repair ;  besides,  all  my  people 
are  youne  men,  and  don't  know  how  to  build 
laapo  houses."    This  is  a  remarkable  illustra- 
tion of  the  principle  I  was  mentioning.    The 
Natives  have  lost  the  old  arts  of  savage  life, 
"which  formerly  enabled  them  to  live  in  com- 
parative comfort  and  plenty,  and   have  not 
-acquired  the  new  arts  of  the  people  amongst 
'whom  they  now  live.    Another  and  more  im- 
portant cause  of  their  decay  is  an  intellectual 
one.     The  Maoris  seem  to  me  to  have  got  into 
that  state  in  which  their  intellectual  condition 
is  superior  to  their  physical  existence.    I  mean 
that  state  which  we  have  ourselves  seen  in  the 
Chartist  at  Home — a  degrading  consciousness 
-of  an  inferior  position,  a  longing  for  something 
superior  to  their  present  condition,   and  an 
entire  ignorance  how  to  attain  it.    This  seems 
to  me  a  patent  cause  of  their  present  decay. 
They  are  growing,  and  we  have  not  provided 
ior  their  growth.    It  is  like  the  growth  of  a 
child.    If  you  give  it  the  same  food  at  ten  years 
which  yon  gave  it  at  ten  months,  the  child 
pines  and  starves  on  what  once  satisfied  and 
fattened  it.    That  is  the  case  with  the  Maori 
people.    Looking,  then,  at  these  principles,  I 
require  no  further  explanation  of  all  this  Land 
liCMffae  and  king  movement.    The  Maori  wants 
institutions,  and  cannot  get  them.    What  did 
the  old  chief  at  Tongariro  say  to  Mr.  Law — 
speaking  of  these  new  institutions  of  Sir  George 
Grey's ?    "If  these    things   had   been   given 
before,  there  would  never  have  been  a  king 
Native  in  Tanpo."    This  is  the   key   to  the 
whole   thing.    I   do    not   wish   to  wske  up 
another  discussion  as   to  the  causes  of   the 
late  war,  but  there  is  one  expression  used  in 
a  memorandum  before  the  House  by  the  late 


Colonial  Treasurer  (Mr.  Bichmond) — a  gentle- 
man whose  name  I  cannot  mention  without 
expressing  my  own  deep  regret,  and  that,  I 
think,  of  the  House  generally,  that  in  a  debate 
of  this  kind  we  should  be  deprived  of  his  wise 
counsels  and  sagacious  and  philosophical  mind. 
In  that  memorandum  Mr.  Bichmond  seems  to 
speak  in  terms  almost  of  contempt  of  those 
who  think  that  the  king  movement  originated 
in  the  wish  for  law.  He  says  it  is  not  a  desire 
for  law,  but  for  a  separate  nationality.  I  admit 
that  what  the  Natives  want  is  a  separate  nation- 
ality. But  is  not  this  pining  for  a  natiouaUty 
the  offspring  of  a  desire  for  law  and  order  ?  Is 
not  the  desire  for  a  higher  poUtioal  and  social 
organization  the  very  soul  of  nationaUty  ?  Is  it 
not  the  want  of  all  that  machinery  which  is 
involved  in  the  idea  of  the  word  "  nation  " 
which  is  the  very  characteristic  of  savage  tribes 
as  opposed  to  a  nation.  And  I  now  ask  the 
House,  can  there  be  a  more  hopeful  instinct  on 
the  part  of  any  people  ?  When  we  see  a  nation 
for  the  first  time  pining  for  nationality,  ignor- 
antly  striving  to  attain  their  eud,  with  very 
little  idea  of  all  the  pain  and  labour  to  be 
endured  before  a  nation  can  be  bom  into  the  ' 
world,  but  still  reaching  upwards  with  instinc- 
tive longings  if  so  be  Uie  disjointed  elements 
of  their  society  may  be  united  into  the  form 
and  fashion  of  a  perfect  nation — I  ask  is  not 
that  a  sign  and  token  to  us  that  one  great  step 
has  been  mode  in  the  national  life  of  this 
people  7  It  is  like  the  change  from  boyhood  to 
manhopd — on  some  men  it  steals  slowly ;  on 
others  it  comes  with  the  suddenness  of  a  reve- 
lation :  events  occur  which  arouse  the  slum- 
bering consciousness,  and  the  man  looks  back 
and  finds  his  boyhood  gone  for  ever.  And  so  it 
is  with  a  people.  You  -will  never  ageun  make 
the  Maori  what  he  was  before  this  king  move- 
ment. He  has  been  pondering,  and  inquiring, 
and  reasoning,  and  undergoing  a  wonderful 
political  education — and  I  warn  you,  I  warn 
this  House,  how  you  attempt  to  give  him  poli- 
tical institutions  which  you  fancy  are  suited 
to  his  present  condition,  when  that  condition 
itself  is  rapidly  passing  into  another.  There 
are  few  men  who,  in  these  times  of  revolution 
in  the  mind  of  a  people,  can  look  far  enough 
ahead;  few  men  who  can  reaUze  the  trans- 
formation which  is  taking  place  before  theit 
own  eyes.  And  now.  Sir,  as  old  Lord  Chatham 
once  said  to  the  Commons  of  England,  speak- 
ing of  the  Americans,  "  Sir,  I  am  gla4  that  the 
Americans  have  rebelled,"  so  now  I  say  to  this 
House — I  am  glad  that  the  Natives  have  set  up 
a  separate  nationality.  I  say  I  am  glad  for 
your  sokes,  because,  next  to  the  debasement  of 
living  in  the  midst  of  a  slave  population,  there 
is  nothing  so  corrupting  as  living  surrounded 
by  savage  tribes :  therefore  I  am  glad  for  your 
sokes  that  the  Natives  have  given  this  great  sign 
of  growth  in  their  national  life.  And  now  I  say 
there  was  but  one  single  answer  to  that  na- 
tional movement  of  the  Waikatos.  The  Natives 
were  a  long  time  pondering  about  this  move- 
ment. I  believe  the  Native  Department  were 
not  aware  of  that  fact.  They  were  engaged  in 
more  important  avocations.    They  were  look- 
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ing  about  for  little  faToniable  investments  in 
land  at  the  Waitara,  or  giving  a  plough  to  this 
man  or  a  little  grass-seed  to  that  man,  and  to 
their  special  favourites  a  little  valuable  advice. 
G?he  Native  Department,  I  say,  vas  engaged  in 
too  important  avocations  to  x>erceive  a  great 
mental  and  political  revolution  going  on  in  a 
race  whose  interests  they  were  looking  after. 
However,  it  is  certain  the  Natives  were  a  long 
time  before  they  took  up  this  king  movement. 
And  how  did  we  meet  it?  I  do  not  mention 
this  as  referring  to  one  party  or  another  in  this 
House.  This  is  a  question  in  the  presence  of 
which  party  becomes  utterly  conteioptible.  I 
am  speaking  of  us  as  a  nation.  And  I  ask,  how 
did  we  meet  this  king  movement  ?  We  looked 
on  it  with  contempt ;  we  thought  it  would  die 
ont;  we  thought  a  feeble  and  mercurial  race 
would  soon  change  this  untoward  mood.  But 
we  found  that  it  was  not  a  mood,  it  was  a  new- 
bom  instinct.  And  I  say  again  there  was  but 
one  answer  to  this  movement— it  is  the  answer  I 
ask  this  House  to  give  to-night.  The  Natives 
wanted  nationality.  Say  to  them,  "  Accept 
our  nationality,  accept  a  far  higher  and  nobler 
nationality  growing  up  around  you  than  any 
which  you  can  create  for  yourselves."  I  say, 
instead  of  denying  or  ignoring  this  precious 
new-bom  instinct,  you  ought  at  once  to  have 
appeased  it  by  the  fullest  gratification,  and 
thus  to  have  absorbed  the  Native  mind  into 
your  own.  I  turn  now  to  the  policy  of  the  Qo- 
vemmcnt  for  the  future.  I  have  read  with 
great  attention  all  the  papers  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  late  Qovemment,  and  cannot  but  ex- 
press my  opinion  that  the  country  is  greatly 
indebted  to  those  gentlemen  for  the  activity 
and  energy  and  the  decisive  and  judicious  man- 
ner in  which  they  appear  in  a  very  short  time 
to  have  converted  a  paper  scheme  into  some- 
thing like  a  reality.  I  suppose  my  honourable 
friends  on  that  bench  are  about  to  accept  and 
to  carry  out  the  policy  of  Sir  George  Grey  and 
the  late  Ministry.  No  doubt  you  will  meet 
with  difficulties ;  but  if  you  carry  that  policy 
of  the  Governor's  to  its  legitimate  conclusion — 
the  conclusion  indicated  by  these  resolutions 
•—I  believe  those  difficulties  will  cease.  But 
mark  this:  you  are  engaged  in  a  career  in 
which  you  cannot  stop.  There  is  a  Chinese 
proverb  I  am  fond  of  quoting — "  When  a  man 
gets  on  the  back  of  a  tiger  he  cannbt  get  down." 
That  is  the  position  of  my  honourable  friends 
on  that  bench.  They  are  engaged  in  a  career 
in  which  they  cannot  stop.  I  believe  the  Na- 
tives will  not  very  long  be  satisfied  with  these 
constitutional  dolls  you  are  giving  them  to  play 
with.  I  believe  there  are  elements  in  the  system 
which  you  must  get  rid  of  if  you  would  have 
the  slightest  hope  of  success.  You  cannot 
maintain  the  principle  involved  in  the  runanga 
system,  that  the  law  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony  is  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  ownership 
of  the  soil.  At  present  you  are  rearing  up 
Courts  of  law  and  legislative  bodies,  and  at  the 
same  time  telling  people  that  there  is  the  dis- 
trict over  which  their  jurisdiction  runs,  but 
that  there  is  a  part  of  the  population  which  they 
oannot  touch.  Your  law  will  soon  become  oon- 
Mr.  FUtOerald 


temptible  in  their  eyes  if  yon  attempt  to  keep' 
up  this  distinction.  I  am  very  sorry  tint,  in 
making  these  new  institutiaDS,  the  Qvntacc 
did  not  at  once  adopt  the  distinct  and  obriora 
policy  alluded  to  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Otago  the  other  night — though  in  a  mumet 
which  rendered  it  difficult  to  say  whether  be 
meant  the  suggestion  in  reality  or  as  a  sneer. 
I  mean  to  say  that,  in  mating  these  Native  £i- 
tricts,  it  is  a  pity  you  did  not  adopt  the  poliqr 
of  incorporating  them  into  yonr  provineid 
system — making  the  districts^  in  fact,  new  pro- 
vinces, and  the  Civil  Commisidaners  Snpom- 
tendents.  I  believe  in  this  way  yon  mi^ 
safely  and  speedily  recognize  the  powei  of  the 
Maori  king.  Make  him  the  Sapermtendent  of 
his  own  province,  and  I  think  he  would  acce|it 
the  position  for  the  sake  of  the  great  stabilify 
it  would  give  to  his  own  power,  which,  he  must 
be  aware,  is  of  a  rather  precarious  charaets. 
I  cannot  help  looking  upon  these  paltiy  villige 
runangas  with  considerable  suspicion  on  ac- 
count of  their  smallness,  their  great  distance 
ono  from  the  other,  the  great  nnmber  of  them, 
and  the  entire  absence  of  all  control  on  Hx 
part  of  the  Government— all  elements  which 
will  give  the  Government  great  difficulty  for 
the  future.  I  want  to  know  how  you  an 
going  to  get  these  village  runangas  to  mab 
a  distinction  between  legislative  and  jodidil 
functions  ?  How  are  you  going  to  prevrait  tiita 
conflicting  with  the  Assessors'  Courts  in  tiasi 
immediate  neighbourhood?  These  nmangii 
are  bodies  at  present  exercising  most  nnjmt 
and  unwise  power,  very  often  acting  cat  no 
known  law,  but  maldng  a  law  for  the  oocasioii, 
and  then  putting  it  into  force.  If  you  an  not 
going  to  make  the  Government  responsible  for 
these  things,  what  machinery  do  you  ptapm 
for  avoiding  that  responsibiUty  ?  How  do  you 
propose  to  provide  that  the  Government  shd 
not  be  responsible  for  the  eccentricities  of 
these  village  runangas?  Again,  does  it  not 
occur  to  you  that  these  small  bodies,  with- 
out control  on  the  x>art  of  the  Oovemmeot;. 
may  become  centres  of  agitation,  keenn^ 
the  people  from  their  work,  keeping'  aet 
minds  occupied  with  small  and  petty  grievance^ 
and  giving  the  Government  a  gr^^t  deal  of 
trouble  ?  Whatever  else  they  fhay  be,  these  an 
certainly  not  English  institutions  of  British  law. 
Now,  the  district  runangas  are  something  dif- 
ferent, extending  over  districts  of  larger  suifaee, 
comprising  the  more  influential  chiefs,  theit 
functions  being  more  distinctly  not  jndicml  but 
legislative,  and  being  under  the  presidency  of  a 
Civil  Commissioner.  For  all  these  reasons  it 
seems  to  mo  that  the  district  rananK"  ■" 
closely  allied  to  the  provincial  system;  airi 
therefore  I  look  upon  them  with  oonsideiaUe 
hope.  But,  even  in  these  large  district  nma- 
ngas,  the  one  point  I  wish  to  impress  on  the 
Government  is  this — that  they  can  have  no  real 
weight  whatsoever,  no  real  legislative  aotboritT 
whatsoever,  nor  can  yonr  Courts  of  law  in 
these  districts  have  any  real  authority,  unleei. 
you  make  their  jurisdiction  co-extensive  with, 
the  whole  of  their  geographical  district  Tooi 
caimot  maintain  that  ^tmotion  of  two  aaths- 
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li&B  over  ttie  same  distriot,  one  exercising  the 
power  of  the  Iaw  over  lands  owned  by  the  Na- 
tives, sad  the  other  the  power  of  the  l&w  over 
lands  which  have  passed  to  the  Grown,  keeping 
jxf  that  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two 
mees  which  it  should  be  the  object  of  a  wise 
volioy,  and  which  it  is  the  object  of  these  reso- 
lotians,  to  break  down  forever.  The  Honse  will 
now  perceive  at  wiMbt  the  foorth  of  these  reso- 
lutions specially  aims — at  this  conflicting  jnris- 
dieti<m  evidently  growing  np  between  the  Native 
Ooarts  and  the  £m\>pean  Courts.    The  great 

rint  you  have  to  instil  into  the  Native  mind 
the  equality  of  aU  men  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 
I  would  exclude,  if  possible,  the  word  "  Native  " 
from  our  legislation.  Yon  must  endeavour  to 
l«ar  np  in  the  mind  of  the  Natives  the  conviction 
that  there  is  something  superior  to  these  runa- 
ngas,  soperior  to  the  Assessors'  Courts,  superior 
to  this  House,  superior  to  the  Governor,  supe- 
nox  to  the  Queen  herself — the  abstract  majesty 
of  the  law  itself,  to  which  all  must  bow,  from 
the  Queen  on  her  throne  to  the  beggar  in  the 
streets — an  idea  which  you  will  never  get  into 
the  minds  of  the  Natives  unless  you  purify  these 
institntions  you  are  giving  them  of  this  one 
great  fault  which  pervades  them  all.  I  should 
omit  a  very  important  part  of  this  subject,  if  I 
were  to  say  m^ing  on  that  great  subject,  the 
most  important  one  to  this  colony,  how  this 
pcinciple  of  introducing  English  law  amongst 
the  Na^ves  is  really  to  afiect  our  land  policy 
for  the  future.  That  is  one  great  branch  of  the 
sahjeet  with  which  I  ought  to  deal.  I  will  not 
oocnpy  the  House  very  long  in  inquiring  what 
is  the  present  state  of  the  Native  title  to  land. 
X  take  it  that  the  original  title  of  the  Natives  to 
their  lands  when  we  came  Shmongst  them  was 
tbe  single  title  of  all  savage  tribes :  that  is  to 
s*7,  in  tiie  eye  of  the  law,  little  or  no  title  at  all. 
They  had  certain  rights  of  use  and  occupation 
nznning  over  the  laud,  but  nothing  like  a  fee- 
■impla  or  legal  estate  in  the  soil.  I  take  it  that 
ttte  Crown  originally  enters  on  land  occupied  by 
SKvage  tribes  either  by  right  of  discovery  or  right 
oC  conanest ;  but,  in  the  case  of  New  Zealand, 
by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  and  by  the  preceding 
aotion  of  the  Government  in  renouncing  their 
ti^t  by  discovery  to  these  Islands,  the  Glovem- 
meat  did  distinctly  recognize  a  title  to  the  land 
in  the  Natives  entirely  different  bom  that  which 
they  recognized  in  any  othsr  savage  tribes.  Hav- 
ing rmionnced  all  clamts  to  the  land,  and  there- 
fore all  power  of  disposing  of  it  to  the  settlers,  on 
the  ground  of  distuvery  or  conquest,  the  Govern- 
ment admitted  that  whatever  estate  it  could 
c^tain  in  the  Isuid  would  be  through  the  Natives. 
That  is  an  important  point  in  the  Native  title, 
different  from  that  arising  from  the  conditions 
of  any  other  savage  tribes  we  know  of.  If,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi,  the  Crown  recognised  that 
the  Natives  had  this  title  in  the  land,  it  recog- 
niaed  that  it  had  no  title  itself  but  that  which 
it  mi^t  derive  from  them.  But  the  important 
tBcgnment  I  wish  to  press  apMk  the  Honse  to- 
ai^t  is  this :  that,  whatever  title  the  Natives 
had  to  their  lands  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi,  that  title  has  been  gradually  changing, 
hsotuuethe  whole  mind  of  &e  Natives  as  to  the 


meaning  of  ownership  has  been  changing  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  It  is  quite  as  idle,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  say  that  the  Native  title  is  in 
the  same  state  in  which  it  was  when  they  were 
entirelysavage  tribes,  as  it  is,  on  the  other,  to  say 
that  it  is  in  that  state  that  they  understand 
the  same  thing  of  the  rights  and  obligations  of  a 
fee-simple  as  we  do.  Then,  if  I  have  brought 
the  House  to  this  point,  that  the  Native  title  i» 
practically  changing,  what  I  want  to  ask  is 
this :  do  yon  believe  the  time  will  ever  arrive 
when  the  whole  of  the  Native  lands  will  be  dis- 
posed of  under  Crown  grant,  when  the  whole  of 
the  Native  title  will  be  extinguished  and  the 
land  issued  to  settlers  or  to  Natives  under  Crown 
grant  ?  I  am  persuaded  no  man  thinks  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  but.tbat,  long  before  the  time 
can  arrive  when  the  Native  title  will  be  extin- 
guished, that  title  will  accommodate  itself  to 
our  ideas  of  ownership.  The  question,  then,  i» 
simply  one  of  time,  and  I  am  myself  persuaded 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Natives  have 
quite  sufficient  idea  of  title  to  enable  us  to  deal 
with  their  lands  in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  or- 
dinary Courts  of  law.  I  take  it  that  there  ate 
three  distinct  species  of  Native  title  to  land. 
First,  the  communal  title,  under  which  a  great 
part  of  this  Northern  Island  is  held,  o^r  which 
there  are  no  individual  rights,  but  which  is  held 
by  the  tribe  in  common — just  as,  for  example, 
the  Irish  Society  holds  its  estates  in  Ulster. 
The  title  to  this  estate  in  common  seems  to  be 
of  the  same  nature,  and  as  easily  recognizable 
by  law,  as  the  estate  of  a  company  such  as 
that  I  have  alluded  to.  The  second  descrip- 
tion of  title  is  that  where  a  Native  has 
acquired  a  formal  and  specific  property  in  a 
piece  of  land,  but  the  right  of  the  tribe  is  not 
extinguished.  In  the  third  case,  we  know 
there  are  some  very  few  oases  in  which  land  is 
held  actually  by  individual  title,  where  there  is 
no  title  on  the  part  of  the  tribe  at  all.  Now,  Z 
do  not  wish  the  Honse  to  adopt  all  my  ex- 
planations of  the  operation  of  these  resola- 
tions,  but  what  I  think  they  go  to  is  this: 
that  we  should  be  prepared  to  recognize  a  dis- 
tinct title  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  to  theic 
own  lands.  They  are  just  as  capable  of  being 
dealt  with  by  British  law  as  any  titles  amongst 
ourselves.  That  is  the  point  to  which  thoM 
resolutions  will  lead.  Again,  I  think  that,  in 
this  land  question,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  these 
resolutions  are  to  have  any  real  meaning,  we 
must  give  up  any  idea  of.  extinguishing  Native 
title  by  the  Crown.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in 
any  man's  mind  who  has  watched  the  course  of 
events  that  the  reason  the  Natives  have  set  up 
these  Land  Leagues  is  to  protect  their  race. 
They  feel  that  they  have  disposed  of  one  part 
of  their  lands  and  have  got  nothing  for  it,  and 
they  are  anxious  to  preserve  the  other  part. 
The  Native  Minister  could  tell  you  of  a  speech 
which  he  heard  made  by  an  old  chief  at  Otago 
fully  bearing  out  that  view  —  they  have  du- 
posed  of  their  land  and  have  got  nothing  for 
it  in  return.  And,  therefore,  in  any  ^lioy 
for  the  future,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  indis- 
pensable condition  that  this  attempt  to  ex- 
tinguish Native  title  by  the  Crown  shall  be> 
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entirely  abandoned.  Next,  oontraty  to  what 
you  have  done  before,  you  most  endeavour  not 
to  underrate  the  value  of  the  estate  which  the 
Natives  have  got,  but  to  endeavour  to  show 
them  the  gigantic  property  they  possess,  and  so 
lead  them  to  realize  this  idea — that  it  is  only 
by  disposing  of  a  part  of  that  estate  that  they 
can  render  the  other  part  valuable — endeavour- 
ing to  make  them  understand  tUeir  interest  in 
selling  their  land  for  their  own  sake.  When 
the  Native  once  understands  this,  the  time  will 
come,  and  that  very  shortly,  that  there  will  be 
more  land  thrown  into  u>e  market  by  the 
Natives  than  there  will  be  Europeans  to  buy. 
I  know  it  will  be  said  that  there  will  be  a  great 
4eal  of  difSoulty  in  clearing  up  titles  to  Native 
lands.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  fully  into  that  sub- 
ject at  present ;  but  I  wish  to  put  one  im- 
portant point — that  this  is  not  a  question  that 
we  deal  with  now  for  the  first  time,  but  a  diffi- 
culty which  has  been  satisfactorily  met  and 
dealt  with  in  other  countries  by  the  Courts  of 
law.  The  case  of  New  Zealand  in  this  respect 
is  very  much  similar  to  the  case  of  Ireland. 
There  we  had  a  race  of  Irish  landlords. 

Mr.  POX.— Not  a  race. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Well,  I  think  I  could 
show  that  they  were  almost  a  distinct  race. 
However,  the  Irish  landlords  were  possessed  of 
the  soil  of  Ireland,  and  were  too  poor  to  be  able 
to  use  it  profitably.  In  Ireland,  as  here,  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil  had  a  difficulty  in  making 
out  a  title  to  his  land.  What  did  we  do  in 
that  case  7  We  established  a  Court  called  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court,  the  sole  object  of 
which  was  to  ascertain  title ;  and  in  the  last 
twenty  years  I  believe  more  than  one-third 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— More  than  a  half. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Well,  then,  more  than 
a  half  of  the  soil  of  Ireland  has  passed  through 
that  Court.  A  perfect  revolution  has  come 
over  Ireland  since  that  time.  Instead  of  the 
landlords  paying  twenty-five  shillings  in  the 
pound  for  poor-rates,  as  I  have  known  in  some 
mstances,  the  poor-rates  in  Ireland  are  now 
lower  than  in  England.  That  Court  came  to 
an  end,  as  it  was  only  a  temporary  expedient  to 
provide  for  a  temporary  emergency;  but  so 
valuable  had  this  Court  become  that  it  was 
made  permanent  under  the  name  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court.  Now,  my  honourable  friend  the 
Native  Minister  will  tell  the  House  that  he  has 
passed  through  his  Court — the  Old  Land  Claims 
Court — nearly  half  a  million  acres  of  land  sold 
by  Natives  to  Europeans  witl^out  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Grown.  All  of  this  land  was 
sold  between  twenty  and  thirty  years  ago. 
Kany  of  the  witnesses  to  these  transactions 
must  be  dead  and  gone.  And  yet  the  title  of 
the  whole  of  this  half  a  million  acres  of  land 
has  been  substantiated  by  Maori  evidence, 
comparatively  without  dispute.  This  is  a  most 
amazing  fact,  and  at  once  teaches  us  our  future 
policy  in  this  country  in  respect  to  land — the 
application  of  the  principles  of  English  law  to 
Maori  soil.  I  would  continue  this  Old  Land 
Claims  Court,  and  would  givi  it  the  simple 
task  of  discovering  whether  the  title  is  good  or 
bad.  When  a  man  purchases  Native  land 
J£r.  FitsChrald 


compel  him  to  come  into  Court  to  pzorc  his 
title.  When  a  Maori  wants  to  individnalits 
his  title,  let  him  come  into  Court  in  tiie  saiae 
way  and  prove  his  title.  If  we  get  rid  cl  tiw 
idea  of  the  necessity  of  a  Crown  grant,  and 
recognize  the  Maori  title  to  the  land  in  prints 
transactions,  I  venture  to  say  we  should  not 
have  one  case  in  five  thousand  in  which  any 
difficulty  would  occur.  The  Native  has  quits 
intelligence  enough  to  understand  that,  if  a 
number  of  Maoris  sell  land  to  an  En^ishnaut 
and  do  not  bring  all  the  jjarties  interested  in 
the  land  before  the  Court,  it  is  really  an  act  of 
fraud,  and  would  be  punished  accordingly.  I 
would  have  notice  given  in  a  Maori  GaJieUe  of 
all  cases  to  be  heard  in  the  Court  on  a  psi- 
ticular  day  before  the  trial  comes  on.  Jndgisg 
from  our  experience  of  former  transactknu  i 
a  similar  kind,  I  am  certain  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  whatever,  in  spite  of  the  bngbeaa  <t 
the  old  Native  Department,  in  cloariog  up  all 
these  miserable  difficulties  respecting  titles  to 
Native  lands.  The  House' will  perceive  thattiisse 
resolutions  are  directly  oppmed  to  the  Native 
Lands  Bill  brought  in  by  the  late  OovemmeBt. 
For  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member  foe 
Rangitikei  fully  perceived  the  meaning  <rf  hit 
Act.  It  simply  says  that  the  Governor  shall 
have  the  power  of  ascertaining  who  are  tfae 
real  owners  of  Native  lands.  But  that  is  what 
he  does  now.  That  is  exactly  what  he  did  st 
the  Waitara.  That  is  just  what  we  o(»nplam 
of.  The  Native  Lands  Bill  only  puts  into  tiie 
language  of  law  what  has  been  ihe  misezaUs 
system  pursued  in  the  colony  from  time  im- 
memorial. If  the  Crovm  itself  buys  land,  boat 
the  Natives,  I  would  make  it  go  into  Court  aai 
prove  its  title.  But  I  will  not  go  further  into 
the  Bill  at  present.  I  want,  before  leaving 
this  part  of  my  subject,  to  say  a  word  to  mj 
honourable  friends  the  members  for  AuckUod 
on  the  subject  of  colonization.  They  mint 
perceive  that  the  present  system  of  obtainioc 
land  has  broken  down  by  its  own  weight.  Aac 
in  abandoning  the  system  of  eztinguiaiiisg 
Native  title  by  the  Crown  they  axe  onlj 
abandoning  a  system  which  was  just  abaadoi- 
ing  them.  The  time  will  shortly  arrive  wliat 
you  will  get  little  more  land  from  the  Natives, 
if  any  at  all,  under  the  present  system,  at  sB 
events  without  serious  difficulties  ca  AinpaUt. 
The  time  has  come  when  the  system  most 
cease  altogether ;  and  I  wish  to  have  it  unda- 
stood — and  I  think  the  people  of  Anoklsod 
will  understand — that  the  time  you  will  have 
to  wait  before  the  new  system  wonld  o<ane  into 
operation  would  be  a  short  one.  The  mooMBt 
yon  cease  nagging  at  the  Native  for  hit  lands 
— the  moment  ^ou  let  him  perceive  the  advsa- 
tages  to  be  derived  from  his  great  estate,  and 
teach  him  that  he  cannot  reap  them  without 
disposing  of  a  part  of  his  land — ^yon  will  at 
once  have  more  land  thrown  into  the  maiketbj 
the  Natives  themselves,  at  market  prices,  dan 
youwillhavepeopletobuy.  I  would  wish  to  say 
one  word  before  I  sit  down  to  the  hononiakle 
members  for  TaranaJd  as  to  the  effect  which  these 
resolutions  will  have  on  their  present  position. 
If  we  are  going  to  extend  Biitiah  law  as  ft  iMt 
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to  the  Kaoris,  the  last  thing  we  onf^t  to  do  is 
to  depnTe  oar  own  lettlezs  of  the  protection  of 
that  law.    The  settleis  of  Taianaki  are  in  the 
position  of   men  irtio  have  had  their  home- 
iteads  pillaged   tod  their  houses  burnt,   not 
^  foreign  foes,  but  by  lawless  subjects,  and  in 
Kngtand  they  would  have  a  claim  for  compen- 
sation against  the  countj,  hundred,  or  borough 
— in  short,  against  that  division  of  the  country 
which  was  bound  to  protect  them — that  is,  in 
their  case,  the  colony.    They  stand  precisely  in 
the  position  of  men  whose  properties  have  bieen 
deatooyed  by  popular  tumults.    And  I  do  not 
believe  any  policy  will  be  honest  or  straight- 
fonraid  which  does  not  look  these  difficulties 
in  the  face  most  steadily,  and  prepare  to  refund 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Taranaki  the  whole  value 
of  the  property  they  have  lost.     The  English 
settlers  have  been  placed  in  this  peculiar  posi- 
tion by  their  obedience  to  the  general  policy  of 
the  colony.     If  you  had  left  them  alone  to  them- 
selves ;  if  they  had  been  left  to  win  their  own 
way,  sword  in  hand,  like  the  pilgrim-fathers  of 
old,  instead  of  being  outcasts  at  this  moment 
from  their  mined  homes,  they  would  be  in  pos- 
session of  millions  of  acres  conquered  from  a 
pmtiate  enemy.    But,  if,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
a  general  policy,  they  have  been  obhged  to 
ahitain  from  that  coarse,  we  are  bound  to  re- 
place loeses  which  we  have  forbidden  them  to 
ntneve.  The  whole  test  of  the  policy  of  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  that  bench  will  be  the  solu- 
tions this  Taranaki  qnestion.  But  you  have  it 
now  brought  before  you  in  this  position  :   the 
colony  is  not  now  in  a  state  of  war ;  we  come 
to  this  question  after  a  de  facto  state  of  peace 
for  two  years.    The  colony  will  expect  either  a 
peace  poUcy  so   wide  and  comprehensive  to 
be  ofiered  to  the  Natives  as  to  enable  the  ques- 
tion to  be  satisfactorily  settled,  and  Tanmaki 
to  be  restored  quickly  to  its  former  position  ; 
or  else  it  will  expect  some  other  measures  to 
be  taken.    I  will  now  say  a  few  words,  in  con* 
elusion,  upon  the  future  prospects  of  the  Maori 
race,  as  affected  by  this    policy.    I  ask  my 
honourable  friends  to  look  this  in  the  face. 
What  is  the  present  aspect  of  the  Natives 
towards  you  ?    I  say  they  distrust  you.    I  say 
they  do  not  believe  in  the  peaceful  professions 
either  of  the  Governor  or  of  the  Government. 
They  think — I  am  speaking  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  population   of   the   Northern   Island 
which  is  still  disaffected — they  think  that  you 
aie  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  pounce 
on  their  lands  and  supplant  them  for  ever  in 
the  homes  of  their  fathers.    It  is  obvious,  also, 
that  a  great  part  of  them  mistrust  these  insti- 
tations  which  you  are  inventing  for  them ; 
and  it  is  natural  that  they  should  mistrust 
institutions  which  they  suppose  are  invented 
for  ooi  benefit,  not  for  theirs.    Should  we  not 
do  exactly  the  same  in  their  place  7    I  solemnly 
believe   tiiere   are  only   two    possible  futures 
before  the  Maori  people.     You  must  be  pre- 
pared to  win  their  confidence,  or  you  most  be 
pnpared  to  destroy  them.    If  yon  do  not  win 
tbeii  entire  confidence,  you  will  be  compelled 
to  destroy  them.    The  present  condition   of 
things  cannot  lact.    The  colonization  of  the 


Northern  Island  is  almost  stopped.  The  colony 
is  eaten  up  by  an  enormous  military  force,  and 
crippled  by  an  enormous  military  expenditure, 
to  which  I  see  no  reasonable  termination,  and 
which  the  late  Advisers  of  His  Excellency  seem 
to  have  oaicolated  on  as  an  important  part  of 
their  scheme  of  government  for  some  years  to 
come.  The  present  policy  will  break  down  in 
this  particular.  It  does  not,  on  the  one  hand, 
win  the  confidence  of  the  Natives ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  does  not  conquer  them.  On  th» 
one  hand,  the  presence  of  that  great  army 
breeds  such  distrust  in  the  minds  of  the  Native! 
as  to  frustrate  all  your  overtures  of  a  peace 
policy ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  your  over- 
tures of  a  peace  policy  do  not  win  their  con- 
fidence so  as  to  enable  you  to  dispense  with  the 
army.  Now,  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  Governor 
is  going  in  a  right  direction.  I  believe  that  he 
is  right  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  peaceful 
solution  of  these  difficulties ;  but  you  must  go 
farther  than  you  have  gone.  You  have  never 
yet  offered  the  Natives  that  price  which  they 
will  accept,  or  ought  to  accept — I  mean  free 
institutions  and  equal  laws  with  yourselves — 
the  only  price  which  they  ever  ought  to  accept 
in  exchange  even  for  that  perilous  and  pte- 
carioos  independence  they  now  enjoy.  I  pro- 
pose now  that  you  offer  them  this  policy,  which 
recognizes  to  the  full  equal  laws  and  equal 
privileges  as  the  right  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
these  Islands.  Offer  it  to  them,  not  in  fear — 
not  cringing  for  friendship  or  favour,  not  as  a 
bribe  to  purchase  their  submission — but  rather 
as  a  right  which  they  may  claim.  Offer  iti 
putting  before  them  at  the  same  time  the 
solemn  alternative  that  no  human  power  oaa 
avert  their  coming  doom  unless  they  unita 
their  destiny  with  ours — offer  it  honestly,  not 
with  words  of  peace  on  your  lips  whilst  in  youa 
hearts  you  are  making  ready  for  battle ;  and  I, 
for  one,  believe  they  will  accept  your  proposal. 
But,  whether  they  will  hear  or  whether  they 
vrill  forbear,  I  solemnly  believe  this  is  the  last 
chance  for  the  Maoris.  The  present  state  of 
things  cannot  last.  The  condition  of  the  colony 
is  not  one  of  peace  ;  it  is  a  state  of  armed  and 
suspicious  neutrality.  If  you  do  not  quickly 
absorb  this  king  movement  into  your  own  go- 
vernment you  will  come  into  collision  with  it, 
and  once  light  up  again  the  torch  of  war  in 
these  Islands  and  these  feeble  and  artificial 
institutions  you  are  now  building  up  will  bo 
swept  away  like  houses  of  paper  in  the  flames. 
Tribe  after  tribe  will  be  drawn  into  the  straggle, 
and  you  will  make  it  a  war  of  races.  Of  courso 
you  will  oonquer ;  but  it  will  be  the  conquest 
of  the  tomb.  Two  or  three  years  of  war  will 
eradicate  every  particle  of  civilization  from  the 
Native  mind,  s^nd  will  elicit  all  the  fiercest  in- 
stincts of  his  old  savage  nature.  The  tribes, 
broken  ap,  without  social  or  military  organisa- 
tion, will  be  scattered  through  the  country  in 
bands  of  merciless  banditti.  The  conflagra- 
tions of  Taranaki  will  be  lighted  up  again 
in  every  border  of  the  colony;  and,  in  self- 
preservation,  yon  will  be  compelled — as  other 
nations  have  been  compelled  oefore — to  hunt 
the  miserable  Native  from  haunt  to  haont  till 
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lie  is  destroyed,  like  the  beasts  of  the  foiest. 
1  am  here  to-night  to  api>eal  agtkinst  so 
miserable,  so  inhnman  a  consummation.  We 
-are  here  this  evening  standing  on  the  threshold 
of  the  future,  holding  the  issues  of  peace  and 
war,  of  life  and  of  death,  in  oar  hands.  I  see 
some  honourable  friends  around  me  vvhose 
counsels  I  must  ever  respect,  and  'whose  tried 
•courage  we  all  admire,  who  will  tell  me  that 
you  cannot  govern  this  race  until  you  have 
.conquered  them.  I  reply  In  the  words  which 
the  poet  has  placed  in  the  mouth  of  the  great 
■Cardinal,  "  In  the  hands  of  men  entirely  great 
tiie  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword.  Take 
■away  the  swnrd.  States  may  bo  saved  without 
it."  I  know  well  that  evU  days  may  come 
when  the  sacred  inheritance  of  light  and  truth 
which  God  has  given  to  a  nation  to  hold  and 
to  transmit,  may  only  be  saved  by  an  appeal 
to  the  last  ordeal  of  nations — the  trial  by  war ; 
but  I  know,  too,  how  great  the  crime  which 
lests  on  the  souls  of  those  who,  for  any  less 
-^tal  cause  or  for  any  less  dire  necessity,  pre- 
cipitate that  fatal  issue.  I  grudge  not  the  glory 
-of  tiiose  who  have  achieved  the  deliverance  of 
«  people  or  the  triumph  of  a  cause  by  any 
somifioe  of  human  life  or  human  happiness ; 
Imt  I  claim  a  higher  glory  for  those  who,  in 
reliance  on  a  law  more  powerful  than  that  of 
force,  and  wielding  spells  more  mighty  than 
the  sword,  have  led  the  nations,  by  paths  of 
peaceful  prosperity,  to  the  fruition  of  an  en- 
during civilization.  I  claim  a  higher  glory  for 
those  who,  standing  on  the  pinnacle  of  human 
power,  have  striven  to  imitate  the  govenunent 
of  Him  who  "  taketh  up  the  simple  out  of  the 
dustand  lifteth  the  poor  out  of  the  mire."  And 
I  claim  the  highest  glory  of  all  for  that  man 
who  has  most  thoroughly  x>^netrated  that 
-deepest  and  loftiest  mystery  in  the  art  of 
human  government "  the  gentleness  that  mak- 
etii  great."  I  have  stood  beside  a  lonely  mound 
in  which  lies  buried  the  last  remnant  of  a  tribe 
which  fell — men,  women,  and  children — before 
:the  tomahawks  of  their  ancient  foes;  and  I 
sometimes  shudder  to  think  that  my  son,  too, 
may  stand  beside  a  similar  monument  the  work 
•  of  our  hands,  and  blush  with  the  ignominy  of 
feeling  that,  after  all,  the  memorial  of  the 
Christian  lawgiver  is  but  copied  from  that  of 
the  cannibal  and  the  savage.  I  appeal  to-night 
to  the  House  to  inaugurate  a  policy  of  oou- 
lageons  and  munificent  justice.  I  have  aright 
'  to  appeal  to  you  as  citizens  of  that  nation  which, 
deaf  to  the  predictions  of  the  sordid  and  the 
timid,  dared  to  give  liberty  to  her  slaves.  I 
appeal  to  you  to-night  in  your  sphere  to  per- 
form an  act  of  kindred  greatness.  I  appeal  to 
you,  not  only  on  behalf  of  that  ancient  race 
whose  destinies  are  hanging  in  the  balance,  but 
'on  behalf  of  your  own  sons  and  your  sons'  sons ; 
for  I  venture  to  predict  that,  in  virtue  of  that 
mysterious  law  of  our  being  by  which  great 
deeds  once  done  become  incorporated  into  the 
life  and  soul  of  a  people,  enriching  the  source 
from  whence  flows  through  all  the  ages  the 
inspiration  to  noble  thoughts  and  the  incite- 
ment to  generous  actions,  I  venture  to  predict 
Hbai,  among  the  traditions  of  that  great  nation 
Jir.  FitzQeraU 


which  will  one  day  rule  these  Islands,  and  te 
foundations  of  which  we  are  now  laying,  th« 
most  cherished  and  the  most  honoured  vii.  be 
that  wise,  bold,  and  generous  policy  which  gn« 
the  Magna  Charter  of  their  liberties  to  ^ 
Maori  people. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  seconded  the  motion  pra 
form&. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  when,  in  1854,  nqr 
honourable  friend  opposite  associated  with  bin- 
self  my  honourable  friend  the  member  f<nr  Clw- 
viot  and  me  in  the  first  attempt  to  bring  into 
the  government  of  this  country  any  reqntiii- 
bility  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  we  recog- 
nized in  him  those  qualities  which  made  at 
entirely  accept  him  as  our  chief  in  that  eady 
attempt  which  we  made. .  We  knew  that  to  Idl 
commanding  intellect  and  to  his  oomraeheoa'n 
view  on  public  affairs  we  might  safely  look  fat 
the  first  guidance  in  the  principles  whieb  m 
adopted  for  the  full  development  of  represeota' 
tive  government.  We  knew,  above  all,  that  fas 
possessed  that  gift  of  which  we  had  so  signal 
an  instance  afforded  us  in  the  splendid  qweek 
which  he  delivered  to-night ;  hot  it  has  nevei 
been  my  fortune  in  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  to  hear  a  speech  of  so  much  eloquence,  m 
much  ability,  and  one  which  made  it  so  diffi- 
cult for  any  one  to  attempt  to  follow  him  infait 
address ;  and,  if  under  ordinary  circmnstaneM 
I  should  have  felt  a  great  difficulty  in  foUoviag 
him  in  the  various  subjects  he  has  broo^ 
before  the  House,  still  more  when  I  think  i'a 
not  only  as  aTepresentative  of  the  people  thst 
I  have  to  address  the  House  to-night,  but  under 
a  sense  of  responsibility  imposed  on  me  by 
duties  which  I  have  only  just  assumed.  I  am 
sure  I  may  safely  app^  to  the  indulgence  of 
my  honourable  friend  and  of  the  House  if,  in 
the  attempt  to  pursue  the  argument  which  ha 
has  addressed  to  us,  I  should  fail  to  do  thit 
justice  to  the  subject  which  it  would  have  bees 
my  earnest  desire  to  do  under  all  the  cireniB- 
stances,  but  which  I  feel  so  peculiar  a  difficoltf 
in  doing  to-night,  remembering  the  resspons- 
bility  which  lies  upon  me.  I  will  say  at  onoe,  cD 
behalf  of  the  Government,  that  we  heard  wiA 
great  satisfaction  the  statement  which  acj 
honourable  friend  has  made,  that  the  resolntioat 
which  he  proposes  are  not,  in  his  opiniao, 
antagonistic  to  the  scheme  of  policy  which  faai 
been  proposed  by  Sir  George  Grey,  nor  difEereat 
in  their  general  directions  from  that  which  he 
recognized  to  be  the  direction  which  the  Go- 
vernor intended  to  take.  We  had  gathered  ss 
much  when  we  first  saw  the  resolutions  on  ths 
Order  Paper  as  private  members ;  and,  on  that 
more  careful  consideration  which  we  felt  it  fa> 
be  our  bounden  duty  to  give  to  them  when  «• 
felt  we  had  to  reply  to  the  honoural>le  the  morat 
as  Ministers,  we  were  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  resolutions  which 
he  proposes  for  adoption  this  evening  whMh 
Ministers  or  the  Governor — concurring  entirely 
in  the  general  scheme  of  Native  policy  propooed 
by  them — might  not  entirely  accept  as  the  in- 
dication of  the  general  policy  which  onghfe  to 
be  pursued  towa^s  the  Natives.  I  shall  pi<a- 
sently  proceed,  in  noticing  the  various  pomta 
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-which  my  honotuable  friend  has  brought  before 
OS,  to  show,  I  hope  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House,  that  the  direction  which  he  proposes 
the  policy  of  the  country  should  take  u  really 
identical  with  that  which  Sir  George  Grey  pro- 
poses to  take  himself ;  and  I  shaJl  be  able,  I 
daie  to  say,  to  meet,  I  hope  to  his  satisfaction, 
some  of  the  objections  which  he  appears  to 
hare  raised  to  portions  of  the  proposals  made 
by  the  Governor ;  but  I  feel  it  would  bo  more 
satisfactory  to  the  House  if,  instead  of  attempt- 
ing to  lay  down  to-night  any  general  definition 
-of  the  views  which  I  myself  entertain  on  the 
great  subject  which  he  has  brought  before  us, 
I  take  the  vsbrious  illustrations  which  he  has 
given  of  his  meaning,  and  discuss  them  with 
him,  in  order  to  show  that  he,  in  the  proposal 
which  he  now  makes  to  us,  does  really  cajrry  out 
the  same  idea  which  has  been  in  the  minds  of 
all  those  who  have  given  their  attention,  since 
the  introduction  of  representative  institutions, 
to  the  question  of  the  amelioration  of  the  Na- 
tive race.  I  mnst  begin  by  expressing  my  most 
perfect  concorrence  in  the  opinion  which  he 
has  stated  to-night — in  the  protest  which  he  has 
advanced  against  the  doctrine  that  only  per- 
sons acquainted  with  the  Native  language  and 
Native  customs  are  capable  of  forming  a  true 
opinion  as  to  tbepoUcy  that  ought  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Native  race.  Nothing  has  so  ut- 
terly confused  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
the  last  twenty  years  as  the  fatal  error  of  sup- 
posing that  there  waj  anything  in  the  condition 
o!  the  Native  people,  anything  in  the  relations 
subsbting  between  the  two  races,  which  would 
justify  or  make  successful  any  system  which 
should  proceed  upon  the  basis  of  separating 
the  laws  and  institutions  which  were  given  to 
the  two  peoples.  I  cordially  concur  in  that 
principle  which  is  stated  in  the  first  resolution 
which  he  has  submitted  to  us,  that  it  is  our 
bonnden  duty,  and  ought  to  be  our  highest  aim, 
to  look  to  the  ultimate  fusion  of  the  two  peoples 
under  the  same  law ;  and,  if  we  accept  that  as 
a  cardinal  doctrine,  we  shall  see  that  the  at- 
tempts which  have  been  made  in  past  years  to 
institute  a  donble  government  for  the  two  races, 
to  make  the  govemment  of  one  totally  distinct 
from  that  of  the  other,  had  in  them  the  seeds 
of  certain  failure  from  the  commencement,  and 
that  all  the  misery  and  all  the  difficulty  which 
has  occurred  during  the  last  twenty  years  may 
be  traoed  to  the  attempt,  which  was  first  insti- 
tuted when  the  govemment  of  this  country  was 
first  established,  of  administering  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Natives  under  principles,  by  a  de- 
partment, and  with  hands  different  from  tiiose 
which  govern  the  administration  of  European 
affairs.  I  remember  that  when,  in  a  discussion 
which  took  place  before  the  Waikato  Commit- 
tee, several  members  who  served  on  that  Com- 
mittee desired  to  ascertain  from  the  then  heads 
of  the  Native  Office  what  specially  was  their 
proposal  of  institutions  for  the  Native  race, 
we  were  met  by  the  announcement  that  no 
plan  had  ever  been  submitted  to  the  Governor, 
that  no  proposals  had  ever  really  been  made, 
by  which  the  Natives  should  be  made  intel- 
ligibly to  conceive  what  the  special  object  of 


the  Government  was  in  dealing  with  them. 
We  heard  it  laid  down  that  there  was  danger 
in  acquainting  the  Natives  with  any  proposed 
system  of  institutions ;  cuid  we  found  that  there 
remained,  after  twenty  years  of  govemment,  the 
same  error  at  the  bottom  of  the  conduct  of 
Native  affairs  with  which  the  Govemment  had 
started — namely,  the  belief  that  there  was  some 
mystery  in  the  management  of  Native  affairs 
which  could  only  be  solved  by  those  who  had 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  language  and 
customs  of  the  Malori  people.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  of  us  who  had  for  many  years  past 
been  devoting  some  attention  to  the  subject, 
remained  of  the  conviction  which  had  forced 
itself  upon  us,  that  the  same  principles  which 
were  applicable  to  the  government  of  European 
people  must  be  applicable  also  to  the  govem- 
ment of  the  Natives ;  that  the  same  law  of  jus- 
tice and  right  upon  which  we  prefer  to  base 
our  own  institutions,  if  it  could  only  be  made 
clear  to  the  Native  mind,  might  be  fairly 
adopted  as  the  basis  for  any  legislation  or  in- 
stitutions for  them,  without  any  reference 
whatsoever  to  those  special  considerations  re- 
lating to  them  which  it  had  been  the  business 
and  character  of  the  Native  Department  to 
bold  as  being  antagonistic  to  the  adoption  of 
the  same  laws  and  institutions  for  both  races. 
We  felt  that  the  king  movement  which  hod 
been  going  on  for  years  among  the  Natives  was 
nothing  itself  but  the  expression  of  their  protest 
against  the  attempt  to  rule  them  upon  principlea 
different  from  the  principles  which  we  adopted 
for  ourselves ;  that  the  origin  of  the  king  move- 
ment was  their  feeling  that,  whereeis  we  were 
in  the  full  possession  of  a  system  of  representa- 
tive govemment,  and  had  all  the  benefits  of. 
law  and  order  among  ourselves,  they  were  both 
excluded  from  the  European  government,  and 
had  nothing  offered  to  them  for  their  own.  But 
we  drew  a  great  distinction  between  that  par- 
ticular phase  of  the  Native  mind  which  we  call 
the  desire  for  law  and  order,  and  the  ultimata 
development  of  the  king  movement.  We  drew 
the  distinction  that,  whereas  the  desire  of  the 
Natives  to  establish  among  themselves  a  go- 
vemment for  themselves,  since  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  European  system,  had  first  led 
them  to  the  agitation  which  ultimately  took 
the  direction  which  it  did,  the  evils  of  mis- 
government  under  which  they  had  been  suf- 
fering had  given  to  that  original  desire  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  a  now  direction, 
and  had  made  it  a  most  difficult  problem 
for  any  Govemment  to  deal  with ;  but 
we  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  origin  of  the  king 
movement,  whatever  might  have  been  its 
ultimate  development,  we  hod  reached  that 
stage  when  it  was  necessary  emd  inevitable 
that  the  political  treatment  to  which  the  two 
phases  should  be  subjected  should  bo  the  same. 
And  I  may  say  that  I  believe  we  unanimously 
agreed  to  this  as  the  main  principle  upon  which 
we  formed  our  conclusions :  that  there  was  no 
safety  for  the  two  races,  no  means  whatever  of 
saving  the  Native  race  itself,  except  by  the 
adoption  of  the  principle  that  both  races  should 
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live  tinder  the  same  institutions  and  the  same 
laws.  So  far,  therefore,  as  regards  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  first  resolution,  I  beliere 
that  all  those  who  have  taken  any  part  in  Na- 
tive afiairs  do  cordially  accept  it  as  the  ultimate 
end  and  aim  of  any  government  that  can  pos- 
sibly exist  in  this  country.  My  honourable 
friend,  in  endeavouring  to  trace  the  position 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Native  people, 
referred,  in  terms  with  which  I  quite  agreed,  to 
the  extraordinary  diplomatic  capacity  which 
has  been  manifested  m  the  various  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Natives,  and  referred  to  one  or 
two  illustrations  of  it ;  but  I  rather  expected  he 
woold  have  given  that  most  signal  illustration 
to  be  found  in  the  letterfrom  William  Thompson 
to  the  Oovemment  in  answer  to  the  declaration 
of  Governor  Gore  Browne  to  the  Waikato 
tribes  last  year ;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  say 
that  I  believe  the  greatest  error  we  have  been 
committing  has  been  that,  while  we  recognize 
the  intellectual  capacity  and  development  of 
the  Natives,  we  have  refused  to  believe  that 
they  meant  what  they  said  when  they  told  us 
things  which  were  not  pleasant.  When  they 
told  us  things  that  were  agreeable  to  us  we 
praised  them  as  a  people  that  would  under- 
stand and  agree  with  the  proposals  made  to 
them  for  their  benefit  and  advantage ;  but 
when  they  told  us  they  were  determined  to 
establish  a  separate  nationality  we  refused  to 
believe  them,  and  tried  to  quiet  ourselves  into 
the  belief  that  they  were  deluding  themselves 
as  to  the  objects  they  entertained.  I^ow,  that 
letter  to  which  I  referred  was  a  signal  instance 
of  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  entertain  the 
idea  of  self-government,  and  it  was  a  signal 
illustration  of  their  determination  not  to  come 
into  that  form  of  government  which  we  pro- 
posed to  adopt  for  the  whole  of  the  Islands.  If, 
m  former  years,  we  had  been  disposed  to  place 
that  faith  in  the  sincerity  of  the  Natives  which 
recent  events  have  compelled  us  at  last  to 
place,  we  should,  I  believe,  have  earlier  been 
able  to  stop  and  give  a  direction  to  that  move- 
ment which  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  present 
difficulties.  We  should  have  been  able,  nad  we 
thoroughly  believed  what  the  Native  mind  was, 
to  do  the  very  thing  which  my  honourable 
friend  has  pressed  on  us  so  eloquently  to-night 
— namely,  to  persuade  them  that  tiieir  best 
interests  lay  in  a  complete  amalgamation  with 
ourselves,  and  in  the  recognition  of  the  supreme 
authority  of  our  law  and  of  the  Queen.  But  we 
lost  the  opportunity  which  was  given  to  us,  we 
threw  away  a  great  chance  which  then  was  in 
our  hajids ;  and  wo  find  ourselves  now,  after  so 
many  years,  in  the  position  which  has  been 
most  truly  described  by  my  honourable  friend 
— that  the  Natives  entirely  mistrust  our  inten- 
tions. That  there  is  a  large  section  of  the  Na- 
tives— thousands  of  them — who  are  still  loyally 
attached  to  the  British  Crown,  and  do  look  for- 
'ward  with  anxious  hope  to  any  proposal  that 
may  give  them  the  means  of  complete  union 
with  ourselves,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  must  be  perfectly  well  aware 
that  there  does  exist  a  powerful  section  of  the 
Ur.  DUUm  BeU 


Native  people  who  at  the  present  moment  hsiig 
back,  refusmg  to  believe  that,  in  the  piopoakls 
we  make  to  them,  we  are  actuated  by  a  desze 
for  their  benefit  emd  not  ouTs.    If  we  can  ps- 
suade  them  that  our  interests  aie  alike,  and 
that,  in  whatever  the  Government  prDposes  inc 
them,  we  look  to  their  good  as  onr  first  con- 
sideration, the  whole  difficulty  of  the  Native 
question  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  solved.    When 
once  we  have  succeeded,  ii  we  do  succeed,  in 
restoring  that  confidence  with  which  they  met 
the  first  Governor  twenty  years  ago,  we  shaD 
find  that  any  system  of  Native  policy  wiU  be  Ht 
easy  task  to  carry  out,  and  we  shall  be  relieved 
from  those  anxieties  and  tronbles  which  wo^ 
heavily  on  any  one  who  considers  the  pceeeot 
state  of  the  country.    But  that  is  the  difficulty ; 
and  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  agree  with  my 
honourable  friend  in  the  belief  that  some  open 
declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House  of  our 
desire   to  be    thoroughly    united    with    Qttta 
might  be  the  means  of  bringing  them  back  into 
that  state  of  confidence  which  they  once  held, 
and  that  it  is  our  greatest  duty  to  endeavour  to 
accomplish  that  object  by  every  means  in  our 
power.    Sit,  my  honourable  friend,  in  lefecdnf 
to  a  report  which  has  been  laid  on  the  table,  1^ 
Mr.  Gorst,  referred  to  him  as  entertaining  tlie 
lowest  view  of  the  Native  character;  batloa 
conceive  that  no  higher  tribute  could  have  bees 
paid  to  the  capacity  of  the  Native,  no  better 
estimate  given  of  the  character  of  their  pdn- 
ciples  even,  than  was  given  in  the    eztaet 
which  he  read  himself,  which  referred  to  tite 
proceedings  of  the  Council  at  Ngamawaha; 
for  there  we  see  that,  in  an  attempt  to  iiistit(it« 
for  themselves  a  separate  government,  the  Na- 
tives have  succeeded  in  treating  the  subjecB 
brought  before   them  with   sach   temper  mi 
moderation  as  that  Mr.  Gorst  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Government  caimot  adopt  a  safer  plan  than 
to  consult  with  them  on  the  measures  that 
would  be  beneficial  for  their  interest.     It  ms 
true,  as  was  stated  by  my  honourable  fnai, 
that  the  first  time  we  set  onr  feet  on  then 
shores  the  doom  of  the  Native  race  was  in  tke 
hands  of  the  colonists.     This  was  the  feeling  of 
those  who  first  framed  the  plan  of  oolanimig 
these  Islands  at  all.    And  I  remember  that, 
more  than  twenty-three  years  ago,  the  idea 
which  most  weighed  upon   the  minds  c^  ^ 
early  founders  of  the  enterprise  of  colonizing 
New  Zealand  was  this  :  that  the  fate  of  the  Na- 
tives depended  entirely  on  the  moderation  witli 
which  the  colonists  that  it  was  pnq>osed  to 
send  out  should  deal  with  them.    And  there 
never  have  been,  to  my  recollection,  any  better, 
more  philosophical,  or  more  generous   senti- 
ments expressed  by  any  one  in  oonnectiom  witb 
the  Native  race  Uian  those  sentiments  i^hieh 
were  expressed  by  the  early  founders  of  British 
colonization  in  these  Islands.    They  first  fore- 
saw that  the  time  would  certainly  come  when 
the  Natives  and  Europeans  would  have  con- 
flicting interests,  and  when  it  would  be  im- 
mensely difficult  to  prevent  a  conflict  of  races ; 
and  the  plan  which  they  proposed  was  one 
which,  if  it  had  been  carried  oat,  would,  I  am 
persuaded,  have  saved  the  country  from  mot* 
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of  the  erils  ander  which  it  has  sufieied.    They 
{kiopoaed  that  we  should  carry  out,  with  respect 
to  the  NatiTes,  the  gome  great  principles  ai 
dfialing  with  them  as  had  been  recognized  as 
the  law  of  nations  in  civilized  communities 
dealing  with  savage  peoples.    They  proposed 
that    the   lands   of    the   Natives   should   be 
oolonized,   and    that   a   certain    amount    of 
toserves  ^ould  be  made  for  their  benefit,  which 
reserves  should,  by  the  growth  of  civilization, 
oceate  on  estate  of  infinitely  greater  value  to 
the  Natives  themselves  than  sJl  the  territory 
which  they  possessed  before  the  colonization  of 
the  Islands  commenced.    But  that  was  not  the 
jptinciple  adopted   by  the  Government.    The 
principle  adopted  was  that  of  giving  to  the 
Natives  a  title  different  from  that  which  had 
been  admitted  to  exist,  in  savage  races  before. 
This  has  been  the  fruitful  source  of  many  of  our 
difficulties.    The  European  colonists  have  felt, 
and  it  has  been  claimed  for  them,  that  they 
hold  some  kind  of  reversionekry  interest  in  the 
laod  of  the  Natives ;  whereas,  if  the  theory  pro- 
pounded in  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  had  been 
pursued  to  its  legitimate  conclusion,  we  ought 
then  at  once  to  have  recognized,  not  merely  the 
light  of  the  Natives  in  their  lands  as  the  treaty 
recognizes  it  iu  them,  but  we  ought  to  have 
divested  ourselves  of  the  idea  that  the  Natives 
were  in  any  sense  other  than  full  proprietors  of 
the  lands  which  they  hold.    That  was  the  first 
cause  of  discontent  existing  in  the  Native  mind. 
The  Natives  have  never  to  this  day  fully  ac- 
quiesced in  the  administration  by  the  British 
Government  of  their  territorial  rights ;  and  if 
we  could  induce  them  to  believe  that  we,  the 
■ettlers  of  this  country,  do  recognize  their  title 
to  its  fullest  extent,  and  are  prepared  to  treat 
with  them  as  the  real  owners  of  their  estate, 
■we  shall  have  taken  a  great  step  to  removing  all 
mistrust  and  want  of  confidence,  and   shall 
have  laid  the  first  foundation  for  their  restora- 
tion to  allegiance  and  peace.    Now,  it  is  per- 
fectly true  that  our  Native  land  policy  has  been 
at  the  bottom  of  the  evils  which  have  pursued 
both  races  in  this  country,  and  1  was  very  glad  to 
find  that  my  honourable  friend  referred  to  the 
history  of  the  early  purchase  of  land  in  this 
oonntry  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  there 
was   really  no  difficulty  whatever  in  dealing 
with   the  Native  title,  and  tluit,  if  we  had 
recognized  the  estate  which  thoy  held  from  the 
first,  and  not  adopted  the  land  poUcy  which 
we  did,  we  should  have  found  ourselves  now  in 
a  totally  different  position.  The  Natives,  in  their 
dealings  with  Europeans  for  land,  have  given  an 
example  of  perfect  fairness  and  justice  which 
no  one  could  have  expected  would  have  been 
given  by  them  under  any  circumstances.    I  am 
not    aware,   in   the  history  of   the   dealings 
between  the  early  settlers  and  the  Natives,  of 
any  instance  in  which  repudiation  has  taken 
place  in  a  contract  which  they  justly  made ; 
and  I  am  perfectly  persuaded  that,  as  then,  so 
mow,  we  may  with  confidence  look  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  which  the  Natives  then  pur- 
sued, for  their  dealing  justly  with  us  in  any  terri- 
torial poUcy  which  we  may  adopt  towards  them. 
■fint  I  was  obliged  to  differ  from  my  honourable 
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friend  when  he  passed  from  the  illustrations 
which  he  gave  us  of  the  land  policy  which  had 
been  pursued  in  these  Islands  to  say  that  the 
legislation  of  1858  proceeded  upon  a  repetition 
of  the  principles  of  disunion  between  the  two 
races  which  nad  been  started  in  the  early  go- 
vernment of  the  oolony.  At  any  rate,  if — whioh 
I  am  not  prepared  to  admit — ^that  has  been  the 
result  of  that  policy,  it  was  not  its  object ;  and 
I  will  presently  ask  my  honourable  friend  to 
listen  t6  words  which  will  show  to  him  that 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  that  legisla- 
tion was  really  identical  with  the  intentions 
which  he  himself  has  expressed  to-night. 
When  the  general  principles  of  that  policy  were 
considered  by  this  House  in  1858  they  had 
under  their  consideration  two  proposals  upon 
which  the  Native  policy  might  have  been  based ; 
and  they  looked  forward,  by  the  legislation 
which  was  then  made,  not  to  the  perpetoaiton 
of  disunion  between  the  races,  but  to  the  same 
end  of  ultimate  fusion  which  my  honourable 
friend  states  to  be  his  own  end.  Let  me  ask 
his  attention  to  these  words : 

"  S.  The  policy  of  the  British  Government  in 
relation  to  the  aborigines  of  these  Islands 
might,  on  the  first  settlement  of  the  country, 
have  assumed  either  of  two  shapes.  It  might 
have  addressed  itself  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Natives  as  a  separate  race  under  distinct  in- 
stitutions and  a  Government  wholly,  or  in  a 
great  measure,  independent  of  the  ordinary 
Colonial  Government ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  might  have  been  directed  to  promote  the 
eventual  absorption  of  the  Maoris  into  th» 
European  population. 

"  4.  Under  the  former  policy  it  might  natu ! 
rally  have  been  sought  rather  to  maintain  than, 
to  obliterate  such  Native  customs  as  were  not- 
repugnant  to  humanity;  and  it  would  hbve 
been  essential  to  set  up  and  rigidly  to  guard  a 
territorial  division  between  the  two  races.  The 
neglect  of  this  latter  precaution  has  forever 
rendered  snch  a  policy  impossible  in  New  Zea- 
land. All  the  principal  maritime  ports  of  the 
colony  are  in  the  hands  of  the  settlers,  who, 
year  by  year,  extending  themselves  towards 
the  interior  from  twenty  different  centres,  come 
in  contact  with  the  Natives  at  &esh  points,  so 
that  there  no  longer  remains  any  other  alterna- 
tive than  the  extinction  of  the  Maori  race,  or 
its  union  under  one  Government  with  the 
European  settlers.  However  difficult,  there- 
fore, the  latter  enterprise,  the  mode  in  which 
the  country  has  been  colonized  leaves  no 
choice  biit  to  attempt  it. 

"5.  There  tre  some  who,  considering  what  a 
chasm  intervenes  between  civilization  and  bar- 
barism, and  how  impassable  the  boundaries  of 
race  have  generally  proved,  are  of  opinion  that 
the  fusion  of  the  two  people  is  a  moral  and 
natural  impossibility.  These  persons  refer  to 
the  statistics  of  population,  which,  according 
to  the  most  accurate  estimates  hitherto  made, 
show  a  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  Natives 
at  the  rate  of  about  twenty  per  cent,  in  every 
period  of  fourteen  years.  They  point  to  the 
relative  paucity  of  Maori  femsaes,  and  to  the 
abnormal   mortality   of   the   race,  especially 
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amongsd  the  ohildien,  as  facts  which  make  cer- 
ain  its  extinction  within  a  short  peiiod.  Such 
considerations  induce  to  the  abandonment  of 
the  work  of  civilization  as  hopeless,  and  favoni 
the  adoption  of  a  merely  temporizing  policy. 
The  race,  it  is  said,  is  irredeemably  savage.  It 
is  also  moribund.  All  that  is  wise  or  safe  to 
attempt  is  to  pacify  and  amnse  them  until 
they  die  out — until  the  inscrutable  physical 
law  at  work  amongst  them  shall  relieve  the 
country  from  the  incubus  of  a  barbarous  popu- 
lation ;  or,  at  least,  shall  render  it  practicable 
to  reduce  them  to  the  condition  for  which 
nature  has  intended  them,  of  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  An  exclusive  reliance 
on  the  personal  influence  with  the  Natives  of 
particular  individuals,  and  on  the  efiect  of  gifts 
and  flattery  upon  tbe  more  powerful  or  more 
turbulent  chiefs  would  be  natural  feeling  of 
such  a  policy,  which,  by  its  demoralizing  in- 
fluence, would  realize  the  expectations  of  its 
advocates,  and  render  the  annihilation  of  the 
Maori  race  both  certain  and  speedy. 

"6.  To  the  present  Advisers  of  the  Crown 
in  Kew  Zealand  such  a  policy  appears  false, 
cowardly,  and  immoral.  In  common  with  the 
whole  intelligence  of  the  community,  whose 
opinions  they  represent,  they  believe  it  to  be  at 
once  the  interest  and  the  duty  of  the  colonists 
to  preserve  and  civilize  the  Native  people. 
Though  not  blind  to  the  indications  of  physical 
decay  which  the  race  exhibits,  nor  to  the  great 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  policy  of  fusion, 
they  do  not  permit  themselves  to  despair.  And 
they  believe  that  the  true  course — a  course 
which,  however  small  the  prospect  of  success, 
the  British  Government  would  still  in  honour 
and  conscience  be  bound  to  pursue — is  to  take 
all  possible  measures  for  bringing  the  aborigines 
as  speedily  as  may  be  under  British  institu- 
tions." 

These  were  the  words  with  which  Mr.  Bich- 
xnond  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  and 
of  the  Imperial  Government  to  the  object  which 
he  had  in  view  in  the  legislation  of  1858 ;  and  I 
wish  my  honourable  fnend  would  endeavour, 
with  me,  to  follow  out  the  idea  of  that  legis- 
lation, because  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  tibe  House  should  be  clear  upon  the  question 
taised  whether  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Governor 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  Native  race,  which 
is  admittedly  founded  on  tbe  legislation  of  thi9 
House,  is  really  proceeding  on  a  basis  which 
tends  to  ihe  disunion  of  the  races,  or  one  vfhich 
tends,  as  it  was  intended,  to  the  union  of  both 
under  one  law. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  he  only  objected  to 
the  legislation  of  1858  in  the  one  single  parti- 
<sulaj:  of  the  distinction  of  laws  and  government 
being  made  according  to  the  ownership  of  the 
«oil. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.  — But  I  under- 
stood my  honourable  friend,  in  reference 
to  that  legislation,  to  instance  as  a  cause 
of  the  disunion  produced  by  that  legisla- 
tion that  it  proceeded  to  give  different  laws 
for  districts  where  the  territory  was  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  Natives  and  for  districts  whore 
4he  land  had  been  ceded  to  the  Crown.  Now, 
Mr.  DilUm  Bell 


it  must  be  remembered  that  the  principle  of 
these  laws  was  this :  to  accustom  the  Kativet 
to  look  to  this  Legislature  for  all  power  to 
effectuate  institutions  for  their  better  govern- 
ment. And  if  we  look  at  the  proposals  containel 
in  the  Native  Districts  Regulation  Act  and  the 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  it  will  be  seen  tint 
the  great  endeavour  is  to  induce  the  Natives 
withm  the  districts  which  they  occupy  them- 
selves to  assimilate  the  institutions  of  their  own 
self-government  to  the  principles  of  the  EngliA 
law.    My  honourable  friend  mast  be  awara 
that  it  was  then,  and  is  now,  perfectly  impas- 
sible— at  least,  in  my  opinion — to  put  into  kxot 
in  Native  districts  exactly  the  same  laws  a* 
are  now  in  operation  among   the   Emopeaa 
communities. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Not  a  bit 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— WeU,  I  say  the  az- 
oumstances  of  the  two  races  are  such  that  yoo 
cannot  at  the  present  time  induce  the  Natives 
to  bring   themselves   so   within  the  pale  of 
of  your  English  law  as  to  relieve  yon  from  the 
necessity  of  enabling  them  to  carry  into  effect 
at  the  present  time  their  own  customs;  not  do 
I  see  why  we  should  lay  down  any  doctrine 
that,  because  we  have  particular  laws  for  our- 
selves, we  should  therefore  impose  the  whole  of 
thatlawu}x>n  the  Native  people.  Ourlegislatioa 
under  the  Imperial  Government  shows  us  that 
different  laws  exist  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  itself.    The  law  of  Scotland 
is  different  from  that  of  Ehigland.     There  it 
special  legislation  in  every  session  of  the  Im- 
perial  Parliament  for  different  phases  of  aoaet^ 
and  for  different  associations  and  traditiont. 
It  would  be  as  much  a  contradiction  to  the 
spirit  in  which  the  legislation  of  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament  takes  place  every  session  to  de- 
mand that  the  same  law  should  run  over  the 
whole  of  the  British  Islands  as  to  demand  the 
whole  Native  population  immediately  to  soh- 
mit  to  the  whole  of  the  lavrs  we  have  ouiselves. 
I  do  not  see  the  slightest  antagonism  between 
that   provision  of  law  suited    to  the  NaMva 
people  and  a  distinct  and  even  different  pnni- 
sion  of  law  suited  for  ourselves.    The  great 
thing  we  have  got  to  do  is,  in  the  first  plaM,  t» 
start  from  the  same  foundation  of  authority, 
and,  in  the  next  place,  to  see  that  the  directian 
which  any  separate  or  distinct  legislation  takes 
shall  be  the  same  in  the  long  run  as  the 
direction  which  we  want  to  take  ourselves. 
When,  therefore,  we  prop(»ed,  in  the  Native 
Districts  Act  and  the  Native  Circuit  Court* 
Act,  to  give  to  the  Natives  the  power  of  making 
regulations  for  their  own  guidance  in  mattos 
where  custom  to  them  is  equivalent  to  what 
law  is  to  us,  we  were  in  no  way,  I  maintain, 
perpetuating  the  disunion  of  the  races,  or  di- 
verging from  the  great  end  of  ultimate  nniom 
under  the  same  law.    We  were  leading  them 
up  to  the  appreciation  of  those  fimdamental 
principles  upon  which  our  society  has  grown  npu 
"  Has  grown  up,"  I  say  ;   for  I  deny  that  tbars 
is  any  necessity  to  sr.y  that  to  a  people  just 
emerged  from  barbarism  yon  must  apply  pre- 
cisely the  same  course  of  action  as  to  a  society 
which  has  already  reached  a  high  degree  at 
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.einlizBtioii.    I  deny  the  necessity  of  that,  and 
deny  that,  if  yon  lay  down  the  reasonableness 
■of  distinct  provision  for  distinct  phases  of  so- 
ciety, yon  are  by  that  coarse  inducing  the  race 
for  which  you  make  that  specific  provision  to 
disunite  itself  from  yoa.    I  hope  my  honour- 
able friend  will  allow  me  to  dwell  on  this, 
because,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  Natives 
is  concerned,  I  folly  believe  that  if  you  say  to 
them  now,  at  once,   that  they  shall  submit 
their  Native  tenure,  for  instance,  to  all  the 
«omplications     which     affect    real    property 
amongst  ourselves,  we  should  only  be  throwing 
before  them   an  element.of  certain  discord — 
should  discourage  them  in  that  particular  from 
any  attempt  to  come  under  the  same  law  as 
oniselves.    We  must  deal  with  circumstances 
as  they  arise — ^we  must  see  that,  whereas  our 
tenure  has  grown  up  into  a  complicated  system, 
which  lajrmen  themselves  do  not  understand, 
and  for  which  a  profession  has  to  be  educated, 
it  is  perfectly  possible  that  their  tenure  of  real 
property  may  be  so  simply  defined,  and  proceed 
upon  such  elementary  rules,  as  that  they  shall 
themselves  be  able  to  lay  down  a  plan  of  deal- 
ing with  their  real  property  totally  different 
from  that  which,  we  adopt  ourselves.    Of  two 
things  it  appears  to  me  we  must  do  one :  you 
must  either  impose  upon  the  Natives  your  laws 
of  real  property,  or  you  must  admit  that  their 
tenure  is  so  different  from  yours  that  you  can- 
not bring  the  recognition  of  it  at  this  moment 
into  the  same   Courts  which  administer  your 
own  reaJ  property  law.    Take,  for  instance,  the 
Supreme  Court.     I  remember,  in  a  case  before 
the  Chief  Justice  at  Auckland,  when  an  argu- 
ment was  laid  before  the  Court  in  favour  of  the 
recognition  of  a  particular  title  set  up   by  a 
Soropean  under   purchase  from   the  Natives, 
the  Chief  Justice,  in  delivering  judgment,  made 
use  of  an   expression   which   struck   me  as 
forcible  and  picturesque.    He  said,  "  What  you 
•call  on  the  Supreme  Court  to  do  is  to  give 
effect  to  the  naturalization  laws  of  the  Para- 
whau  Tribe,  which  the  Supreme  Court  will  not 
undertake  bo  lay  down."    You  cannot,  without 
a  course  of    education,    immediately  impress 
apon  the  Natives  your  system  of  administering 
'^e  law ;  and,  unless  yon  are  prepared  to  adopt 
some  such  principle  as  we  adopted  in  1858— 
Joamely,  that   of  mducing   them   to  start  for 
themselves  an  elementary  kind  of  legislation — 
:you    are    driven  to  the  alternative  either  of 
demanding  their  submission  to  a  law  which 
Ihey  do  not    understand,  or  of   constituting 
separate  Courts  for  them,  distinct  and  separate 
irom  those  which  administer  the  ordinary  law 
-of  the  colony.    The  elementary  legislation  yon 
«nable  the  Government  to  put  in  force  with 
iheir  assent  is  still  Assembly  law  ;  the  founda- 
tion of  authority  is  the  same :  and  it  matters 
nothing  whether  you  erect  a  separate  tribunal 
nnder  separate  law,  or  give  to  the  Natives  the 
right  to  deal  with  their  lands  according  to  their 
own  customs.    If  you  erect  a  separate  tribunal, 
distinct  from  the  tribunals  which  administer 
English  law,  you  must  still  commence  by  re- 
cognizing as  pcurt  of  vrui:  policy  the  customs  of 
the   Natives.     Suppose    you   set   up  a   land 


tribunal  with  complete  form  of  procedure  and 
thoroughly  organized  STstem,  yon  must  take 
first,  as  a  basis  on  which  to  erect  your  Court, 
Maori  ideas  and  customs.  What  does  it 
matter,  then,  whether  you  do  that  in  elaborate 
form,  or  whether  you  give  the  Natives  the 
means  of  ascertaining  and  defining  their  title 
for  themselves.  I  am  not  saying  now. which  is 
the  best  form ;  but  I  deny  that  if  yon  give  the 
Natives,  as  in  1858,  the  means  of  having 
separate  regulations  distinct  from  your  law, 
you  are  doing  more  to  foster  disunion  than  by 
making,  as  my  honourable  friend  now  asks,  an 
elaborate  organic,  law,  which  must  commence 
by  recognizing  and  providing  for  their  own 
customs :  you  equally  in  both  cases  found  your 
method  of  proceeding  upon  General  Assembly 
law,  emd  upon  the  Natives'  acceptance  of  that 
— their  exchange,  in  fact,  of  the  law  of  the 
strong  arm  for  legislation,  resting  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  superior  race.  On  that  exchange 
rests,  not  the  disunion  of  races,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, all  that  is  included  in  the  hope  of  their 
ultimate  fusion.  What  we  did,  in  fact,  when 
we  came  to  this  country  was  this:  we  de- 
stroyed the  right  of  the  strong  arm — the  law 
under  which  the  chiefs  ruled  their  tribes — and 
we  gave  them  nothing  in  its  stead ;  and  are  we 
to  wonder  that,  in  the  course  of  the  twenty 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  then,  the 
Natives  should  have  felt  thatj  while  we  were 
professing  all  kinds  of  unity  and  amity,  we 
wore  depriving  them  of  their  old  system,  and 
giving  them  no  education  towards  anything 
new  ?  Now,  it  is  marvellous  that  so  much  con- 
troversy should  have  taken  place  upon  a  ques- 
tion so  elementary  and  so  simple  in  itself  as 
the  Native  tenure.  I  shall  follow  the  example 
of  my  honourable  friend  in  refraining  from 
going  into  those  questions  of  past  controversy. 
I  am  aware  it  is  true  what  he  says — that  the 
Maori  doctors  have  constantly  differed  on  this 
question,  and  that  what  one  man  holds 
another  will  contradict ;  but  there  does  exist 
one  statement  about  Native  tenure  which  hag 
never  been  contradicted  by  anybody — which 
shows  the  simplicity  of  its  original  foundation, 
and  gives  us  the  best  assurance  that,  whatever 
policy  may  be  pursued  in  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject, there  does  not  exist  in  the  tenure  itself 
anything  that  should  frighten  us  in  the  attempt 
to  deal  with  it.  The  statement  I  refer  to  is  one 
that  was  made  by  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand. 
It  is  so  clear,  and  shows  the  simplicity  of  the 
thing  so  thoroughly,  that  I  shall  be  excused  by  . 
the  House  if  I  just  read  it.  [The  honourable 
member  here  read  the  quotation  referred  to.] 
Sir,  this  is  really  the  foundation  on  which  Na- 
tive title  rests.  It  is  the  same  foundation  as  is 
found  among  many  other  savage  people ;  but 
it  is  different  from  that  which  exists  among 
other  Polynesian  races — distinct,  for  instance, 
from  that  which  exists  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
Here  we  have,  as  a  rule,  a  tribal  tenure,  resting 
on  the  simple  rules  stated  by  the  Bishop; 
whereas  in  the  tribes  of  the  Sandwich  Islands- 
the  tenure  is  aristocratic  and  feudal. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Since  when? 

Mr.  DIXJjON  bell.— I  am  not  awaro  oi 
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any  aooonnt  which  tiaoea  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Hawaiian  tenure  to  anything  difier- 
ent  from  what  now  exists,  and  existed  when 
the  Sandwich  Islands  were  first  occupied. 
What  I  say  is  this:  Yon  have  got  a  simple 
tenure  existing — one  which  the  Natives  have  no 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  themselves;  and  if 
you  enable  them  to  lay  down  their  own  rules 
tor  their  title,  inheritance,  and  right  of  occupa- 
tion yon  do  a  better  thing  for  them  than  if  you 
attempt  to  lay  down  yourselves  any  rules  and 
restrictions  for  them.  What  is,  however,  re- 
quired to  be  done,  and  what  I  entirely  concur 
with  my  honourable  friend  should  be  done  at 
once,  is  that  you  should  give  to  the  Natives  the 
opportunity  of  having  any  disputes,  either  as 
between  themselves  or  as  between  them  and  the 
Govemment,  determined  by  some  eqaitable 
tribunal  or  by  a  simple  mode  of  etrbitration  to 
be  adopted  among  themselves.  The  Governor 
the  other  day  made  this  proposal  to  the  Kai- 
para  people :  that  they  should  come  down  to 
Auckland  in  October  next,  and  decide  by  arbi- 
tration the  dispute  which  has  been  for  up- 
wards of  thirty^-five  years  a  source  of  violent 
enmity,  and  which  no  effort  of  the  Government 
has  been  able  to  see  the  Natives  fairly  out  of. 
And  the  Natives,  though  they  had  at  last  come 
to  open  fighting,  and  ^ed  blood  over  it,  imme- 
diately accepted  the  proposal,  and  willingly 
agreed  to  settle  their  long-standing  feud  by 
arbitrators  to  be  appointed  by  wemselves. 
There  is  no  essential  difference  between  that 
course  and  that  of  the  legislation  of  1858, 
which  practically  gave  the  Natives  the  right  of 
proposing  regulations  for  determining  among 
themselves  such  questions.  What  you  cer- 
tainly want  to  do  is  to  pursue  the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  legislation  of  1868,  that  you 
have  jurisdiction  in  the  matter ;  and  I  repeat 
that,  whether  you  leave  the  carrying-out  of  regu- 
lations to  the  Natives  themselves  or  profess  to 
set  up  a  tribunal — and  I  do  not  see  that  it  mat- 
ters which — you  will,  provided  you  start  with 
the  same  foimdation  of  authority,  gradually  get 
the  Natives  to  believe  that  their  best  security 
lies  in  looking  to  the  General  Assembly  as  the 
final  authority  on  which  they  should  rest.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  proposals  which  the  Oo- 
Temor  has  made  in  his  Native  scheme  are 
really  the  "  constitutional  dolls "  which  my 
honourable  friend  referred  to.  I  do  not  think 
that,  in  proposing  to  the  Natives  the  scheme 
which  His  Excellency  has  done,  he  is  offering 
them  mere  toys  which  they  may  break  at 
pleasure,  and  with  which  their  only  business 
will  be  to  amuse  themselves:  quite  the  con- 
trary. You  must  not  omit,  in  your  considera- 
tion of  the  question,  this  fact :  that  the  mind 
of  the  Natives  has  been  for  a  long  period  of 
time  so  directed  to  political  agitation  in  every 
part  of  the  country  that  they  theibselves  set 
mto  operation  this  system  of  runangas  to  which 
my  honourable  friend  appears  to  object.  But 
it  must  not  be  supposed  that  in  the  Governor's 
proposal  he  has  given  that  direct  encourage- 
ment to  the  further  development  of  the  sys- 
tem of  village  runangas  which  my  honourable 
iriend  appears  to  think  he  has  done.  On  the 
Mr.  IHllon  Bell 


contrary,  if  honourable  members  will  read  th* 
papers  laid  before  them,  they  will  find  tint 
there  were  two  principles  in  the  minds  o!  the 
OoTemor  and  the  late  Ministry  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Governor  in  his  original  plan  looked 
to  the  district  runanga  as  the  principal  mMii» 
by  which  any  legislation  for  the  Nabrts  should 
be  carried  into  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Fenton  and  others,  who  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  the  question  of  institutions  for  the  Na- 
tives, were  of  opinion  that  to  impose  upon  the 
Natives  an  organization  different  from  tiieic 
village  runangas  was  not  so  ready  a  method  of 
winning  their  assent  to  your  govemment  u 
that  of  proceeding  upon  tiie  elementary  initi- 
tntions  in  action  among  themselves  in  their 
respective  villages.  We  must  remember  th*t 
there  exists  no  bisndof  union  whatever  amongit 
the  tribes.  We  must  remember  that  the  name 
of  "king  "  represents  nothing  to  them,  eitberin 
the  shape  of  authori|y  or  union. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD.— Does  the  district  in- 
nanga  consist  of  only  one  tribe? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— No ;  it  might  indnde 
a  dozen  tribes,  or  not  the  whole  of  one.   For 
instance,  in  the  Nga]nuhi,  where  there  is  a  dii- 
trict  nmanga,  the  tribe  is  split  up  into  iaaa- 
merable  hapus,  which  own  no  reccgnized  chief 
for  the  whole,  and  on  which  you  can  ope- 
rate in  no  way  by  the  possession  of  authority 
in  any  particular  person.    Take,  for  instasoe, 
those  divisions  of  Ngapnhi  which  live  in  lh» 
districts  of  Hokianga  and  the  Ba^  of  Islands : 
constitute  them  under  one  district  nnangs, 
and  you  may  find — or,  rather,  it  was  held  by 
many  that  you  might  find — ^that  the  jeiloasie* 
existing  between  those  two  great  subdivisons 
of  the  tribe  would  be  such  that  great  difficulty 
would  be  found  in  inducing  them  to  unite  in 
any  common  legislation  for  general  objeois. 
Now,  that  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  grarf 
centre  of  the   king   movement,  in  the  Wti- 
kato.    There  there  are  more  than  a  hundred 
subdivisions  of  the  great  Waikato  Tribe,  snd 
some   subdivisions,  again,  are    split  up  into 
smtJler  sections ;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  whatever  that,  though  these  tribes,  sub- 
divisions, and  sections  spring  from  jthe  aame 
ancestry  and  are  united  b^  the  same  ties  o! 
blood,  they  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of  eub- 
mitting  themselves  to  any  oential  authority  or 
any  rule  that  should  divest  them  of  their  powct 
to  act  independently. 

Mr.  POX.— The  Ngatiavra  Tribe  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes;  the  Ng&tiw* 
Tribe.  There  is  one  section  at  the  Bay  of 
Plenty,  another  section  at  Taranaki,  tnd 
another  at  Queen  Charlotte  Sound.  Too 
cannot  have  any  district  runanga  which  sh>U 
so  represent  an  entire  tribe  as  that  yon  may  be 
perfectly  assured  of  a  general  assent  of  sQ 
the  members  of  that  tribe  to  the  authority  of 
that  runanga.  That,  at  least,  has  been  one 
theory ;  as  the  other  theory  also  existed,  tiiat 
you  may  so  unite  the  various  portions  of  tribes 
or  groups  of  tribes  under  one  central  rule  as  to 
induce  them  to  agree  to  association  for  &e 
purpose  of  legislation.  These  two  theoriee  at 
the  present  moment  have  sot  reached  a  ptMnt- 
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at  wliich  it  can  certainly  ke  said,  oi  a  deeidad 
«piiuan' entertained,  that  either  is  the  best  to 
■  aiaoiA;  and  honourable  members  wiU*  find,  if 
th^  stody  the  papers  laid  before  the  House, 
that  the  Oovamor  in  the  first  steps  talcen,  has 
catefnlly  guarded  himself  from  a  positive  de- 
temiination  to  reject  either  the  one  theory  or 
the  other;  he  has  rather  desired  to  leave  to 
Uie  Native  people  themselves  to  find  oat,  in  the 
attempt  to  work  out  his  scheme,  which  is  that 
loim  in  which  they  would  most  readily  recog- 
nise anthori^  when  any  attempt  is  made  to 
taboidinate  the  individual  will  of  each  Native 
to  the  same  kind  of  law.  You  must  remember 
that,  though  among  the  Native  people  chief- 
taioahip  is  still  regarded  with  reverence,'  be- 
«aase  the  chieftains  represent  the  highest  blood 
— in  fact,  what  my  honourable  friend  calls  the 
"Maori  nobility" — and  because  chieftainship 
is  connected  with  the  ancient  associations  and 
traditions  on  which  the  history  of  their  occu- 
pation of  this  country  rests,  it  would  be  a  fatal 
mistake  to  suppose  that  that  chieftainship  is 
recognized  by  them  now  as  clothed  with  the 
same  anthority  over  the  individual  will  of  the 
lower  people  that  it  had  before  the  establish- 
ment of  British  sovereignty.  You  have  now  got, 
in  this  king  movement,  a  new  element  to  deal 
with  altogether — a  state  of  relations  between 
chiefs  and  people  totally  different  from  what 
yon  found  in  l&iO ;  and  you  do  not  yet  know 
what  plan  will  be  ultimately  the  best  for  pre- 
venting the  evils  that  have  flown  from  the 
destruction  of  the  old  authority  of  the  chiefs 
without  the  substitution  of  our  authority  in  its 
-stead.  But,  though  I  admit  a  radical  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  last  twenty  years  in  the 
relations  between  the  tribe  and  the  chief,  my 
honourable  friend  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes 
that  any  radical  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
Native  tenure  itself.  It  is  true  that  a  state  of 
things  comparatively  unknown  before  has  been 
enmJted  on  tiie  old  tenure — first  by  sales  made 
to  Eniopeans,  and,  secondly,  by  reason  of  the 
-confused  system  adopted  by  the  Crown  in  the 
Acquisition  of  territory;  so  that  the  Natives 
have  become  puzzled  as  to  what  is  really  recog- 
nized by  the  Oovemment  as  the  foundation  of 
their  title.  But  they  have  not  in  the  least 
degree  altered  to  this  day,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
simplicity  on  which  their  occupation  of  the 
country  rested ;  and  at  meetings  of  the  Maoris 
yon  will  often  hear  a  distinct  language  held  by 
them,  in  dealing  -with  their  own  questions  as  to 
the  nghts  of  particnlar  tribes,  sections,  or  chiefs, 
from  the  language  the^y  vrill  use  in  dealing  with 
those  rights  when  it  is  a  question  of  treaty  of 
cession  to  the  Cro-wn. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Whose  fault  is  it  7 
Mr.  DIIiliON  BELL.— Why,  of  course  it  is 
ours.  We  have,  by  our  system  of  land  policy, 
which,  I  agree  with  him,  was,  notwithstanding 
-tilie  honesty  and  ability  with  which  it  has  been 
earned  out,  wrong  &om  the  commencement 
— we  have  so  dealt  with  Native  tenure  that  we 
have  first  puzzled  the  Natives  and  then  suc- 
ceeded in  completely  puzzling  ourselves.  We 
have  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  we  may  deal 
with  chiefs,  -or  with  tribes,  or,  again,  with  only 


individui^  and  we  have  at  last  so  entanglaj 
the  treaties  we  have  made  for  the  acquisition 
of  land  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  in  any  district 
precisely  on  what  principle  cession  of  territory 
has  be^  made.  I  am  not  saying  that  was 
avoidable,  because  I  should  be  very  sorry  ta 
imply  any  censure  upon  the  skilful  officers  who 
have  been  engaged  m  those  transactions.  It 
would  require  too  close  an  examination  of  ead^ 
transaction  to  enable  censure  to  be  fairly  given ; 
and  censure  has  often  been  made  without  any 
examination  at  all.  But  there  is  one  thine 
which  we  certainly  may  censure  without  feat 
of  doing  injustice  to  any  one,  and  that  is  the 
want  of  steady  system  in  treating  with  the 
Native  title  generally.  We  have,  I  say,  en- 
tangled  the  Native  title  for  ourselves,  and  are 
now  reaping  the  fruite.  But  my  honourable 
friend  rnade  one  statement  which  I  think  it 
would  be  right  for  me  to  refer  to,  and  that 
was  that  the  Land  League  was  the  natural 
result  of  our  system  of  baying  land.  Now,  the 
Land  League,  I  believe,  is  nothing  more  than 
that  expression  of  the  intention  of  the  Natives 
engaged  in  it  to  oppose  at  the  present  time  a 
barrier  to  the  extension  of  Bntian  colonization 
which  might  have  sprung  up  just  as  well  under 
any  other  system  that  might  have  been  ad- 
ministered by  us  as  under  tne  system  we  have 
pursued.  The  Natives  naturally  began  to  see, 
as  it  was  long  ago  foreseen  they  would  one  day 
see,  that  their  territory  was  becoming  smallcc 
and  smaller,  that  we  were  gradually  advanoinc 
upon  them,  successively  taking  possession  v 
aU  the  seaports  and  principal  points  from  whii^ 
the  occupation  of  the  country  could  advan- 
tageously take  place — that  they  were  getting 
hemmed  in ;  and  it  is  a  perfectly  natural 
feeling  —  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  say  that 
it  is  a  blamableone  —  that  an  intezuse  de- 
sire should  have  sprung  up  among  them  to 
retain  for  themselves  wnat  was  left  of  their 
original  patrimony.  I  do  not  think  we  are 
right  in  assuming  that  if  we  change  the  s3rBtem 
of  land-purchase  we  shall  change  that  senti- 
ment which  is  really  at  the  bottom  of  ^le 
Land  League.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  juat 
foundation  for  the  belief  expressed  by  my 
honourable  friend,  that,  if  we  would  only  recos- 
nize  to  its  full  extent  the  Native  title  to  land, 
they  would  be  ready  to  come  in  and  offer  ni 
millions  of  acres.  At  the  same  time,  while  J 
admit  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  desire 
of  the  Natives  to  retain  the  principal  part  of 
their  remaining  territory,  we  must  remembec 
that  the  Land  League  only  exista  to  its  full 
extent  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  and 
that  there  are  still,  as  there  always  have  been, 
tribes  sjixious  for  the  purchase  and  occupation 
of  their  territory  by  EuropMns.  .  Only  thia 
morning  intelligence  was  received  of  offers  of  a 
considerable  extent  of  land  in  the  Province  of 
Auckland.  With  respect  to  the  Xduid  Leaguers, 
we  cannot  hope  at  the  present  moment,  by  any 
land  policy  that  may  be  instituted,  to  induce 
them  to  surrender  the  sentiment  upon  which 
they  are  acting  just  now ;  and  I  thinlc  we  shall 
act  wisely,  and  with  the  best  regard  to  our  own 
ultimate  interests— we  shall  best  give  a  ohanca 
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for  their  agreeing  to  accept  the  inititntions  of 
govemment  propoeed  by  the  OoTemor — ii  'we 
nanUy  tell  them  that  for  the  preseot  we  do 
not  mean  to  press  them  for  acquisition.  At 
the  same  time,  that  is  a  question  on  which  it 
'is  perfectly  impossible  for  me  to  miJce  any  dis- 
tinct statement  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment 
at  the  present  time.  We  have  all  seen  how 
the  resolutions  of  this  House  in  the  same  direc- 
tion have  been  bairren  of  result.  We  have 
recognized  on  previous  ocoshsions  the  desira- 
bility of  refraining  from  pressing  Natives  to 
sell  their  land ;  bat  we  cannot  resist  the  temp- 
tation when  the  occasion  arises,  as  was  lately 
instanced  in  the  case  of  the  Coromandel  Dis- 
trict, where  it  had  become  an  absolute  necessity 
for  the  Qovemment  to  use  the  utmost  possible 
endeavour  to  acquire  either  the  land  itself  or 
the  right  to  mine  gold  there,  notwithstanding 
the  known  opposition,  for  a  certain  period,  of  a 
considerable  section  of  the  people.  And  it  re- 
flects great  credit  on  the  Natives  of  Ooromandel 
that,  when  they  found  a  further  refusal  on 
their  part  to  permit  European  mining  opera- 
tions might  lead  to  difficulties  between  the  two 
races,  they  voluntarily  gave  up  their  opposition, 
and  invited  that  occupation  which  we  all  hope 
may  lead  to  great  results  before  long.  My 
honourable  friend,  in  the  second  resolution,  pro- 
poses the  enunciation  of  a  principle  which, 
though  perfectly  right  in  itself,  ^et  if  adopted 
by  this  House  without  qualification  or  reserva- 
tion would  lead  us  into  considerable  difficulty. 
I  believe,  myself,  that,  as  an  abstract  proposi- 
tion, it  is  perfectly  right  this  House  should 
"  assent  to  no  laws  which  d6  not  recognize  the 
light  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever 
race,  within  this  colony  to  a  full  and  equal 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  political  privileges;" 
but  there  are  cases  in  which  the  praotioaJ  pnr- 
snii  of  that  principle  to  its  extreme  limits 
would  lead  to  trouble.    Take,  for  instance,  the 

Sestion  of  the  constitution  of  juries.  Now, 
e  attempt  is  hopeless  to  unite  the  two  races 
ultimately  unless  you  can  bring  mutual  confi- 
dence into  their  relations  one  towards  another ; 
and  if  any  proposal  be  made  in  which  the 
antagonism  of  race  becomes  greatly  excited 
you  will  frustrate  your  own  object  by  giving 
too  strict  an  interpretation  to  the  terms  here 
need  by  my  honourable  friend.  Suppose  the 
property  or  life  of  a  Native  is  concerned,  it 
ironld  be  perfectly  right  that  he  should  be  tried 
by  a  mixed  jury ;  but  I  do  not  think  you  would 
mid  there  was  the  slightest  hope  of  your  ob- 
taining the  assent  of  the  European  population 
to  the  converse  proposition — that  the  property 
or  liberty  of  Europeans  should  be  subjected  to 
»  Maori  jury. 

Mr.  PITZOERALD.— Why  not? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  am  not  arguing  as 
to  the  justice  of  it.  I  am  saying  that  you  would 
excite  the  antagonism  of  race  by  proposing  it, 
and  take  the  best  course  to  frustrate  the  very 
object  you  have  in  view.  Hitherto  you  have 
excluded  the  Maoris  from  serving  upon  juries ; 
and  that  is  one  illustration  of  the  great  care 
that  would  be  reatiired  in  the  application  of  a 
principle  in  itself  most  tight  and  equitable. 
Ur.DiWmBttt 


With  regard  to  the  fourth  resolntiaii,  it  may  b» 
observed  that  the  principle  of  equality  of 
civil  and  political  pnvil^es  is  even  now  n-' 
speoted;  yon  have  at  wis  present  mrmff^ 
Native  Magistrates  administering  your  law  wiQi 
ability  and  success,  Assessors  sitting  with  Eng- 
lish Magistrates  and  helping  to  try  causes  of 
difference  where  Maoris  are  oonoemed.  Bat  if 
you  were  to  say  to  the  European  popnlatita 
that  cases  where  only  Europeans  were  concerned 
shall  be  tried  by  Maori  Assessors  you  woaU, 
again,  be  running  the  risk  of  frustrating  your 
object  by  exciting  the  antagonism  of  race.  Fot 
all  practical  objects  of  government,  and  par- 
tiouiariy  in  so  complicated  a  state  of  relatxas 
as  that  now  existing  between  the  two  races,  the 
thing  of  all  others  to  be  guarded  against  is  thst 
kind  of  legislation  that  shall  arouse  on  the  part 
of  either  race  that  feeling  of  distrust  and  jca' 
lousy  of  the  other  which  would  make  them  na- 
willing  to  come  under  its  operation.  You  must 
rest  whatever  success  you  hope  to  gain  by  the 
declaration  of  this  principle  upon  preventing 
the  growth  of  these  feelings.  If  you  excite 
them  you  adjourn  indefinitely  the  carrying-oot 
of  the  very  object  of  which  you  profess  to  desirs 
the  immediate  introduction.  On  the  whole  I 
say  that  the  Government,  having  given  the 
best  consideration  which  they  can  to  the  reso- 
lutions proposed  by  my  honourable  friend,  accept 
them  as  leading  to  the  same  purpose  aind  eni 
which,  in  their  belief ,  should  govern  any  Nativs 
policy  whatever  in  this  country.  They  do  ear- 
nestly desire  that  whatever  legislation  takes 
place  in  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  with 
the  view,  not  of  the  disunion,  but  of  the  ulti- 
mate fusion  of  the  two  peoples  under  the  same 
law ;  they  efunestly  desire  that  there  shall  be 
no  legislation  which  gives  to  the  European  race 
any  political  privileges  or  civil  rights  which  an 
denied  to  the  Maoris ;  they  hope  the  time  will 
come,  and  that  soon,  when  men  such  as  Apeia- 
hama  Taonni,  Waata  Kukutai,  and  chiefs  of  that 
stamp  will  be  fitted  to  take  part  in  our  legis- 
lation, as  they  are  now  fitted  to  take,  and  do 
take,  part  in  the  administration  of  our  lav. 
Reading  the  resolutions  as  a  whole  they  expns 
the  mind  of  the  Govemment  itself.  But  ti» 
position  of  Ministers  must  not  be  misunder- 
stood. As  representatives  of  the  people  here  «• 
are  free  to  express  our  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tions that  come  before  us ;  as  Ministers  we  an 
to  advise  the  Governor 

Mr.  FOX.— On  Native  affairs? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes ;  in  all  queetioos 
of  Native  policy  we  are  to  give  the  best  advice 
in  our  power  to  the  Governor.  But  I  repeat  that 
our  position  in  this  House  must  not  be  mis- 
taJcen,  and  thatthe  assent  we  give  to  the  general 
principles  of  these  resolutions  must  not  be 
taken  to  extend  further  than  the  exprestioa 
of  our  own  views.  The  doctrine  we  iuMa  laid 
before  the  House  in  the  resolution  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to-monow  is 
this:  thatr while  the  Ministers  aretotakstiie 
administration  of  Native  affairs,  and  to  advise 
the  Governor  on  questions  of  Native  policy,  the 
ultimate  decision  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken 
must  rest  wttb  him ;  and  it  will  be  undentood. 
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UMrafore,  by  my  honoozable  friend  that,  while 
we  will  assent  to  the  addiess  that  he  proposes, 
praying  "  that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  oansa  such  steps  to  be  taken  as  he  may  be 
advised  will  bring  the  policy  above  indicated 
into  operation  with  the  least  practicable  delay," 
it  will  rest  with  the  Governor  himself  to  deter- 
mine at  what  time  and  in  what  manner  the 
proposals  now  made  shall  be  brought  into  prac- 
tical effect.  Sir,  I  have  felt,  as  the  Hoose  has  no 
donbt  seen,  th&t,  coming  into  office  to-day,  and 
liaving,  of  oonrse,  a  responsibility  that  does  not 
lie  on  a  private  member,  I  have  been  prevented 
from  dealing  with  the  qaestion  in  the  decided 
way  which  it  might  seem  to  require ;  but,  unless 
I  luve  quite  failed  to  make  my  meaning  clear, 
the  House  wUl  be  satisfied  that  the  present 
Ministers  recognize  the  same  duty  as  my 
honourable  friend  has  preached — namely,  to 
take  the  present  opportumty  of  doing  everything 
in  our  power  to  fulfil  that  solemn  trust  which 
is  onis — of  saying,  if  possible,  the  Native  people 
from  the  destmction  impending  over  them. 
The  information  which  reaches  the  Oovemment 
shows  that  the  cultivation  of  land  has  seriously 
declined  among  them,  and  that  the  condition 
of  the  people  as  regards  food,  clothing,  educa- 
tion, ajid  industrial  pnrsuits  is  much  worse 
than  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago.  We  see 
looming  before  us  the  results  of  a  state  of  the 
Native  mind  which  is  the  source  of  great  un- 
easiness to  themselveB  and  serious  risk  to  every 
one.  But  we  do  earnestly  hope,  nevertheless, 
that,  if  it  shall  please  Ood  to  avert  from  this 
colony  the  miseries  of  war,  we  may  yet  be  able, 
onder  the  guidance  of  Sir  George  Grey,  and  by 
faithful  effort  and  the  labour  of  love  on  our 
port,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  that  now  relation 
betwceii  tiie  two  races  which  shall  end  in  their 
ooidial  union  with  ourselves  under  one  law,  and 
bind  them  and  us  by  a  common  interest  and 
mutual  confidence,  in  which  all  hatred  of  race, 
the  remembrance  of  our  own  misgovemment, 
and  the  fierce  passions  roused  in  the  late  war 
may  be  for  ever  buried. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE.— Sir,  as  seconder  of 
these  resolutions  I  feel  a  remarkable  interest 
in  the  adoption  of  them  by  the  House.  I  be- 
lieve that  at  no  former  period  of  our  existence 
as  a  Legislature  since  the  establishment  of 
our  Constitution  have  we  had  the  profession 
of  goodwill  towards  the  Maoris  laid  down  for 
their  information  in  such  unmistcLkable  terms. 
Whatever  course  the  Government  may  take 
after  these  resolutions  are  passed — assuming 
that  they  will  pass — whatever  course  this  House 
will  take  if  the  whole  management  of  Native 
aSaiis  is  handed  over  to  it—at  all  events  the 
lesolncions  cannot  fail  to  be  extremely  useful 
to  give  a  dearer  indication  of  our  goodwill  to 
the  Natives  than  has  ever  before  been  sent  out 
to  the  country.  Whether  the  result  of  the  de- 
Ubetations  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Gooncil  may  be  the  employment  of  our  large 
army  to  conquer  the  Natives,  or  whether  we 
shall  succeed  in  the  fusion  of  the  races  by 
another  process,  these  resolutions  cannot  do 
any  harm.  I  remarked,  Sir,  that  my  hononx- 
able  friend  who  last  addressied  the  House  said 


at  the  opening  of  his  speech  that  he  vras  glad 
to  have  heard  the  mover  say  "  that  these  reso- 
lutions being  adopted  would  not  involve  a 
material  departure  from  the  policy  laid  down 
by  the  Government."  Now,  I  am  bound  to 
confess  that  in  giving  support  to  these  resoln- 
tiuns  I  do  materially  difier  from  that  policy.  I 
entertain  a  very  different  opinion  as  to  what  ia 
the  actual  situation  of  affairs  and  to  how  those 
affairs  should  be  treated.  My  opinion  is  a  verr 
different  one  indeed,  and  the  process  that  I 
shonld  advise  is  a  very  short  one.  My  honouz- 
able  friend  seemed  to  be  in  difficulty  as  to  how 
we  should  legislate  in  this  extremity.  Now,  I 
believe  that,  in  the  event  of  these  resolutions 
being  carried.  Ministers  accepting  this  indica- 
tion of  the  opinion  of  the  House  in  a  proi>ec 
spirit,  it  will  then  be  only  necessary  to  enaot 
three  statutes.  The  first  of  these  would  be  foz 
the  establishment  of  a  Court  for  the  individuali- 
zation of  Native  titles.  We  have  already  heard 
from  the  Native  Ministers  that  there  exists  so 
little  difficulty  in  the  way  of  such  process  that 
Native  title  might  be  easily  ascertained.  All 
that  is  wanted,  then,  is  to  authorize  the  wi airing 
of  a  kind  of  Doomsday  Book,  in  which  these 
titles  shall  be  recorded  for  ever,  and  by  refer- 
ence to  which  shall  be  decided  a  man's  right 
to  property.  The  second  statute  would  be  tot 
erecting  a  Court  with  a  special  equitable  juris- 
diotion.  No  new  codes  of  civil  and  penal  law 
for  Native  government  are  required;  for  the 
laws  in  existence  are  amply  sufficient  for  both 
Native  and  European.  Let  the  ordinary  Courts 
administer  one  common  law  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community ;  but,  to  soften  the  pain 
that  would  necessarily  follow  the  forcing  of 
European  laws  upon  the  Natives,  I  would 
have  the  Queen  sitting  in  equity  and  holding 
her  Courts  in  different  parts  of  the  colony.  1 
would  have  the  Queen  represented  by  a  special 
Judge,  who  should  hear  and  decide  in  what 
coses  the  penalties  and  pains  of  English  statute 
law  should  be  eased  in  favour  of  individuals 
of  the  Native  race.  This  may  seem  a  curious 
process ;  but  I  am  perfectly  assured  that  it  is 
a  very  easy  one  indeed.  Let  His  Excellency 
take  an  English  Judge  in  whom  the  colony 
should  have  the  greatest  confidence  that  there 
would  be  no  abuse  of  his  power — a  lawyer  and 
a  gentleman,  thoroughly  understanding  the 
functions  of  a  Court  of  Equity  of  this  kind. 
His  duty  would  be  to  hear  appeals  from  the 
Courts  below.  The  ordinary  Magistrates* 
Courts  might  inflict  fines  and  award  punish- 
ments, and  bail  be  given  till  an  appeal  could 
be  hod  to  the  Court  above ;  and,  if  it  were  found 
that  a  Native  had  erred  from  manifest  ignorance 
of  English  law,  the  tooth  of  the  law  as  against 
him  might  be  drAwn.  In  the  third  place,  I 
look  wifii  the  greatest  dismay  upon  the  esta- 
blishment of  these  ronangas.  Whether  district 
or  village,  I  believe  they  are  exceedingly  ruinous 
experiments,  likely  to  involve  us  in  all  sorts  of 
difficulties,  expenses,  and  delays — stereotyping, 
in  fact,  existing  evils.  Is  it  likely  that  the 
Natives,  having  had  these  privileges,  having 
had  the  oonconence  of  the  Oovemment  in 
Uieir  having  Parliaments  of  their  own,  will 
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be  induced  to  take  the  direction  of  the  OoTetn- 
ment  as  to  how  they  should  use  these  privi- 
leges, when  they  are  told  they  will  ultimately 
have  to  be  swept  away  for  a  better  European 
system?  Would  it  not  be  better  at  once 
to  tell  the  Maoris  distinctly  they  shall 
not  make  kiws  at  all  till  they  indicate  a 
desire  to  legislate  in  the  spirit  of  the  laws 
made  in  the  other  Legislative  Assemblies  in  the 
colony  7  To  enable  them  to  do  so  pass  a  third 
statute  for  the  porpose  of  dividing  that  part  of 
the  colony  occupied  by  Natives  into  provinces. 
Within  those  provinces  there  should  be  Pro- 
Tinoial  Councils,  and  they  should  legislate 
under  the  same  restrictions  as  those  imposed 
on  the  other  Provincial  Councils.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  carry  that  out  until  you  first  indivi- 
dualize Native  title  ;  because  you  cannot  have 
an  elective  Council  till  you  ascertain  who  is 
entitled  to  the  franchise.  "Give  them  man- 
hood sufirage,"  says  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  would 
not  depart  from  our  declared  iutention  of  assi- 
milating in  every  particular  the  government  of 
the  Natives  to  that  of  Europeans.  It  may 
appear  almost  indecorous  in  me  to  speak  so 
freely  here  on  this  subject,  which  is  one  that  a 

Sentleman  from  the  South  might  well  be  diffi- 
ent  in  talking  of ;  but  there  does  exist  some  sort 
of  guarantee  for  the  value  of  opinions  coming 
from  the  South,  arising  from  the  circumstance 
that  we  are  not  so  brought  in  contact  with 
difficulties  with  the  Natives  as  to  be  prejudiced 
in  our  judgment  as  to  what  would  be  the  right 
ooutse  to  overcome  those  difficulties.  I  believe 
it  to  be  positively  necessary  to  intiinate  to  the 
Natives  at  once  that,  exceirf;  for  purposes 
similar  to  those  for  which  public  reserves  have 
been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  no  land 
whatever  shall  be  bought  from  the  Maoris  by 
the  Government;  that  the  Natives  shall  be 
left  to  deal  with  tiieir  own  land  in  the  way 
they  think  proper — be  at  liberty  to  sell  it  at 
any  price  they  choose.  Further,  we  declare 
that  the  Government  trading  in  lands,  which 
has  done  our  Government  so  much  djskmage, 
shaU  cease  for  ever ;  and  the  Government  will 
no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  pedlar,  but  be  looked 
upon  in  a  higher  character.  Leave  all  such 
trading  to  individuals,  and  the  Government  will 
be  relieved  from  that  loss  of  dignity  associated 
with  buying  and  selling  land  at  a  profit.  The 
Natives  saw  the  Government  buymg  land  at 
sixpence  and  selling  it  at  a  pound,  and  the 
Natives  naturally  conceived  that  they  were 
more  entitled  to  the  profit  themselves.  It  is 
possible  they  would  submit  with  a  much 
better  grace  to  a  fine  to  be  imposed  on  the  sale 
of  their  lands.  That  is  one  of  those  modes  of 
raising  a  revemie  which  would  relieve  the 
colony  of  a  great  amount  of  the  expense  we 
are  afraid  of.  The  management  of  Native 
afiairs  would  not  be  so  oosUy  as  we  imagine. 
The  Imperial  Government,  I  believe,  on  being 
xelieved  from  the  expense  of  keeping  a  lar^e 
army  here,  would  give  a  grant  of  money  in  aid 
of  carrying  out  those  plans.  I  have  heard  read 
to-day  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
imposing  upon  us  conditions  which  appear  to 
Mr,  MoorhouM 


be  rather  too  hard  npon  us;  but  this  disineliaa- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Home  Government  ts 
part  with  large  sums  of  money  for  Native  pot- 
poses  is  on  account  of  our  charging  tham  with 
large  expenses  in  respect  of  naval  and  mililH; 
forces.  Publish  these  resolatums  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  enact  these  three  statates.  My 
honourable  friends  smile ;  bat  I  am  pedeetly 
certain  that  if  we  take  any  other  oouiae— if  Ha 
Excellency's  Government  does  not  take,  at  all 
events,  a  course  very  much  like  this,  they  will 
make  a  dreadful  mess  of  these  Native  aSaia. 
I  hope  I  Eun  not  wearying  the  Home  ;  bat,  ail 
am  going  away  to-morrow,  I  want  the  MinistK 
for  Native  Affairs  to  understand  vriiy  I  sapfuit 
these  resolutions.  Ihopethatthe  Govenunent 
will  lose  no  time  in  publishing  these  resdn- 
tions  to  the  Natives,  and  that^ey  will  during 
the  session  introduce  three  Bills  such  at  I  ban 
mentioned.  In  those  Bills  they  might  inserts 
clause  authorizing  the  Governor  to  wiUihoU 
the  operation  of  these  statutes  until  he  should 
be  advised  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  thai 
to  come  into  operation.  Thus  you  would 
indicate  clearly  to  the  Natives  what  is  in- 
tended— put  before  them  at  one  glanoe  the 
whole  system,  and  the  ultimate  end  of  legiskb- 
tion  for  them ;  but  I  feel  earnest  in  my  con- 
viction that,  if  yon  encourage  these  village  and 
district  ranangas,  you  will  postpone  the  resoit 
wished  for  by  those  who  support  these  reeoln- 
tions  for  an  indefinite  jxjriod,  and  in  all  pn^ 
bility  produce  war  —  indeed  I  think  it  is  the 
most  certain  way  of  doing  it. 
Debate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

The   House   adjourned  at  half-past  elevee 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thuraday,  7th  Augiut,  I86t. 


AdjoammeDt. 


The  Hon.  the  Spkaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

P&iTSBS: 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  postponed,  the 
Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Thurtday,  7th  August,  18611. 

Seat  of  Qovemment— First  Beading— Jlative  Aibii* 
— Tmsteas"  Belief  BUI— Sammarv  Froeedan  oa 
Bills  BUI— Crown  Onuits  KU  (No.  1)— Steam  na- 
vigation BiU.    

Ur.  Speikeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
PBinas. 

SEAT  OP  60VEBNMENT. 
Mr.   DICK   asked  the  Colcmial  Seeietsty, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Government  to 
propose  during  this  session  8«y  alteration  of 
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-tasting  anangemaniB  wheiebv  the  Bonthem 
ptonnoes  of  the  colony  shall  be  brought  into 
eloier  oonneotion  with  the  seat  of  Goveimnent, 
and  shall  have  more  speedy  and  satisfactory 
attaition  paid  to  tiieir  requirements  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  relied  that  the  present 
Goremment  had  not  had  any  time  to  take 
the  matter  into  eonsideration  yet. 

FIBSX  BEADINa. 
Marina  Boards  BtU. 

NATIVE  APPAIB8. 

AMOCBNED  DKBATB. 

The  debate  was  resnmed  on  the  first  of  Mr. 
FitaGerald's  resolations  on  Native  affairs, 
"That,  in  the  adoption  of  any  policy  or 
tiia  passing  of  any  laws  affecting  the  Native 
nee,  this  House  will  keep  before  it,  as  its 
highest  object,  the  entire  amalgamation  of  all 
Har  Majesty's  subjects  in  New  Zealand  into 
one  united  people." 

Mr.  COLENSO  felt  ahnost  powerless,  after 
listening  last  night  to  that  brilliant,  noble,  and 
manly  oration  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere — an  oration  which  he  had  not  heard 
equalled  in  New  Zealand— one,  too,  devoid  of 
that  sickly  sentimentality  they  had  hitherto 
heard  so  mach  of.  He  was  almost  himself  con- 
vinced by  the  oration  that  the  honourable 
member  was  right  and  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  was 
wrong;  but,  with  the  schoolmaster  Lambert, 
before  Henry  Vm.,  he  oould  conscientiously 
say  he  mi^t  "  be  silenced,  but  could  not 
be  convinced."  He  took  hia  stand  as  a 
practical  man  among  the  Native  in  all 
matters  concerning  them.  The  theory  the 
honourable  member  expounded  was  a  most 
beantiful  one — golden,  iris-hued  ;  but,  alas  I 
delusive.  He  (Mr.  Colenso)  would  go  heartily 
with  it  if  he  thought  it  could  be  accomplished ; 
but  he  was  convinced  it  was  impossible,  that  it 
was  Utopian,  and  must  prove  a  failure.  He 
had  noted  several  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere,  and  among  them  was 
the  statement  that  the  Maoris  had  "grasped 
the  mysteries  of  a  lofty  faith."  That  was  one 
of  the  greatest  fallacies  that  could  be.  The 
"  Maoris  had  grasped  the  mysteries  of  a  lofty 
fsith  "  1  Why,  it  was  more  than  many  of  the 
stndents  of  the  nniversity  which  the  honour- 
able member  had  left  had  done — ^more,  indeed, 
—he  might  take  upon  himself  to  say,  without 
wishing  to  give  offence  —  than  half  of  that 
hononnkble  Assembly  had  done.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  had  also  alluded  to 
the  "  constitutional  lassitude  the  Native  chiefs 
enjoyed  formerly."  He  (Mr.  Colenso)  believed 
the  Native  chiels  of  former  dm  knew  nothing 
cf  constitutional  lassitude.  It  was  the  most 
active  man  who  was  always  at  the  head  of  the 
tribe:  if  he  was  not  active  he  was  soon  put 
down.  [The  honourable  member  referred  to  two 
noted  chiefs  of  the  Ahuriri,  who  were  put  at  the 
head  of  their  tribes  before  their  elder  brotiiers 
because  they  showed  most  energy,  of  whom 
the  late  Te  Moananui  was  one.]  In  a  certain 
degree  he  allowed  the  intellectuality  of  the 
Maori  raee.    The   great  oheok   to   that   was 


their  want  of  steadiness  and  of  appUoatioil. 
If  they  were  suoh  an  intellectual  race  as  they 
were  said  to  be,  they  would  be  improving  every 
day.  They  had  reajity,  but  not  ideality :  they 
could  copy — so  oould  the  servile  Chinese— but 
could  not  invent.  This  was  clearly  enough 
shown  in  all  their  own  works — ^whether  build- 
ing houses,  hewing  canoes,  carving,  tattooing, 
aoid  weaving — in  their  fables  and  songs,  tSl 
from  olden  time;  in  all  deteriorating.  No 
one  thing  had  the  passing  generation  invented 
or  improved  ;  nor  was  there  anything  new 
worthy  of  notice.  The  honourable  membo; 
l)ad  said  that  "  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
had  lowered  the  great  chiefs."  Suoh,  however, 
was  not  the  case  ;  for  it  was  not  the  introduo- 
tion  of  Christianity  which  had  lowered  them — 
of  that  pure  Christianity  as  taught  by  Jesus  of 
Nazareui,  and  as  recorded  in  the  Gospels,  but 
those  adventitious  matters — accidents,  he  might 
say — tacked  on  to  the  same  by  the  first  mission- 
aries, which  had  done  it.  It  was  the  false 
views  of  polygamy,  and  slavery,  and  divorce  in- 
troduced by  the  white  man;  the  chiefs  were 
told  they  could  not  enter  the  Church  unless 
they  put  away  all  their  wives  save  one. 
This  they  did :  in  many  cases  they  turned 
away  their  wives  and  bastardized  their  children; 
and  thus,  being  also  forsaken  by  their  slaves, 
the  children  died,  and  the  principal  chief  be- 
came a  poor  labouring-man.  The  honourable 
member  had  also  said  "the  Natives  were  a 
supremely  justice-loving  jieople."  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Colenso)  denied  that  they  were  a  supremely 
justice-loving  people.  What  was  and  had  been 
so  termed  had  much  better  be  classed  under 
the  head  of  fear  of  the  superior  being,  whether 
he  were  an  influential  chief  or  a  white  man. 
Muoh  had  been  also  said  by  the  honourable 
member  about  their  love  of  nationality  and 
of  law  and  order.  They  did  not  themselves  be- 
lieve in  nationality.  It  was  utterly  foreign  to 
the  genius  of  the  people.  "Nationality"  and 
"  love  of  law  and  order  "  were  two  bugbears, 
the  very  Scylla  and  Charybdis  of  the  day.  On 
the  one  hand  he  saw  the  bugbear  of  "  nation- 
ality," and  on  the  other  there  was  the  bugbear 
of  "  law  and  order  "  among  the  Natives.  And 
the  only  sure  and  safe  way  left  the  Oovemment 
was  that  of  Ulysses  of  old — to  stop  their  ears 
vrith  wax,  so  as  to  be  deaf  to  all  such  cries. 
Nationality  among  the  Natives  the  Natives 
would  be  the  very  first  to  scout.  What  else 
was  it  that  had  ever  deluged  this  unhappy 
land  with  blood  but  their  determination  not  to 
be  national — not  to  be  one  united  people? 
For  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  wnile  we 
viewed  and  spoke  of  the  New  Zealanders  as  one 
people,  they  had  ever  viewed  themselves  as 
distmct,  in  their  tribes,  as  the  French  and 
English.  And  such  a  spirit  still  existed — ^nay, 
more,  vigorously  flourished — and  would  as  long 
as  the  people  Uved.  As  to  "love  of  law  and 
order,"  the  reports  on  the  table  before  them 
sufficiently  answered  that.  He  joined  issue 
with  the  honourable  member  about "  the  small, 
paltry,  scattered  village  runangas."  From  them 
he  believed  all  good  was  to  come,  if  from  any- 
thing at  present  among  them.    Let  the  distriot 
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nmangas  be  for  a  time  ignored ;  they  would,  no 
doubt,  in  time  grow  from  the  germ — the  village 
nuumga.  Then,  again,  the  questian  from  the 
honourable  member,  "  How  on  earth  are  the 
eccentricities  of  these  village  runangas  to  be 
avoided  1"  How  ?  By  putting  a  careful 
pakeha  to  guide  them.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  that  something  like 
the  Encumbered  Estates  Court  in  Ireland 
would  do  some  good.  He  had  long  thought  so. 
He  had  done  more — he  had  more  than  once 
pointed  such  out  to  the  authorities  ;  and  he 
never  could  understand  why  the  Native  Land 
Purchase  Commissioners  had  not  been  usefully 
employed  in  this  way — not  for  the  purpose  of 
Government-purchasing,  but  in  order  to  form 
an  authentic  book  of  records — a  Doomsday 
Book— one  highly  useful  for  the  future.  The 
honourable  member  had  truly  said  that  "  the 
Natives  were  in  a  state  of  disteust."  Distrust  t 
Yes,  that  was  the  very  word,  pregnant  with 
meaning.  They  themselves  spoke  of  them- 
selves as  being  like  a  wild  pig  which  a  man 
comes  on  unawares  at  the  edge  of  a  forest  or 
loundacomer.  He  pricks  up  his  ears  and  stares. 
The  man  throws  down  potatoes,  then  kumara, 
then  com,  then  bread,  and  coaxes  with  his 
voice;  but,  after  all  this- display  of  goodness, 
the  pig  nms  off.  That  was  just  a  true  state  of 
the  case.  They  had  for  some  time  had  a  vast 
deal  too  much  coaxing  and  petting.  Last  ses- 
sion, at  Auckland,  he  had  heard  much  said 
about  "  teasing  "  the  Natives,  and  of  "  third- 
class  clerks ;"  but  he  had  since  found  that  both 
such  had  been  continued  and  increased  usque  ad 
tumaeam.  As  to  the  resolutions  of  the  honourable 
member,  when  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  first  saw  them 
he  said  there  was  more  in  them  Uian  appeared  at 
first  sight.  In  truth  they  formed  a  most  com- 
prehensive major,  containing  his  conclusion 
and  a  great  deal  more ;  and  therefore  the  con- 
sequences, as  was  often  the  case,  were  very 
many  and  highly  important.  With  regard  to 
the  first  resolution,  be  thought  it  very  good ; 
but  they  had  all  heard  so  often  of  one  law  and 
one  people  that  no  one  believed  it.  When  the 
ohieu  signed  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  Captain 
Hobson  shook  hands  with  every  one  who  did  bo, 
saying,  "  We  are  now  one  people  "^"  Kotahi 
ano  taua  ka  iwi  tahi."  That  promise  had  not 
been  fulfilled.  Now,  the  resolution  in  its  in- 
tegrity would  do  away  with  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  laws  affecting  the  Natives,  as  well  as  with 
very  much,  if  not  all,  of  the  Governor's  scheme 
of  Native  policy.  He  must  confess  he  did  not 
like  the  second  resolution.  It  spoke  much  of 
privileges  to  be  granted,  but  nothing  of  duties  and 
lesponsibilities.  The  responsibilities  and  duties, 
as  he  took  it,  should  come  fijrst — as  in  the  cases 
of  a  child,  a  servant,  or  a  younger  brother — and 
then  the  privileges  :  first  the  good  root,  or  tree  ; 
then  the  flowers  and  fruit.  Duties  before  privi- 
leges. Teach  them  how  to  behave  before  you 
allow  them  privileges.  He  would  rather  the 
second  resolution  diould  read,  after  the  word 
"  colony,"  "  to  render  a  full  and  equal  responsi- 
bility and  obedience  to  all  laws  and  require- 
ments." At  all  events,  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities should  run  pari  passu  wiUi  privileges. 
Jlr.  Colenso 


They — the  whole  oolony-^wanted  to  see  th* 
"  majesty  of  the  law  "  upheld,  of  which  fiia 
honourable  member  had  so  justly  and  doqaeotty 
spoken.  And  here  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  fully  agmd 
with  him.'  He,  however,  joined  issue  with  &» 
honourable  member  on  the  third  resolution.  H* 
confessed  he  did  not  see  how  a  recognitiQa  of  ths 
first  two  resolutions  "necessitated"  the  pi». 
sence  of  Natives  in  the  General  Assembly.  It 
might — perhaps  it  would — -pave  the  way,  but  did 
not  "  necessitate."  And  here  he  wcnild  crti* 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  he  gave  in  t 
few  words  his  thoughts  on  first  reading  the  ffaiid 
resolution.  On  reading  that  portioh  al  it  vhiek 
referred  to  the  presence  of  the  Maori  notnUi^ 
in  the  Legislative  Council  he  had  thought,  i 
first  sight,  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  of  tbt 
honourable  member  to  be,  that  thehononnUa 
member  for  EUesmere  believed  the  Nstiw 
possessed  ancestry,  birth,  dignity,  power,  intal- 
iigence,  oratorical  ability,  honesty  of  panKKe, 
and  fearlessness  of  expression,  and  that  ma- 
fore  he  wished  their  presence  in  the  LegislitiTt 
Council ;  or  that  the  honourable  member  might 
have  intended — he  (Mr.  Colenso)  would  mm- 
tion  it  delicately — that  all  such  things  u 
ancestry,  birth;  dignity,  intelligence,  orstorieal 
ability,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  fearless  out- 
speaking were  wanting  there.  Farther,  thii 
resolution  spoke  of  a  "  fair  lepresenti^ioo  in 
this  House"  as  a  thing  to  be  wished  fottlie 
Natives.  Now,  the  cry  out-of-doon  wu  tiot 
the  Natives  were  better  represented  thsn  tin 
whites.  In  his  opinion  they  were  fairly  rejn. 
sented — if  not  too  much  so.  Did  they  not  vxite 
at  elections?  Could  they  not  increase  tluit 
number  of  electors  to  almost  any  amonnt? 
Were  not  large  sums  of  money  yearly  voted  fee 
them  ?  Had  not  great — nay,  more,  the  grestett— 
attention  ever  been  paid  to  them  in  this  House? 
It  was  vety  well  known  that  the  most  able  ud 
the  best  men  of  the  House  were  their  chao- 
pions.  If  they  thought  they  were  notfairlytepi. 
sented,  let  them  by  all  constitutional  meaniseak 
to  become  better  represented.  But  the  tnft 
was,  the  Natives  themselves  cared  very  little 
about  it.  And  here  it  occurred  to  him  to  tA 
of  those  honourable  members,  particnlarlj  the 
honourable  member  the  Superintendent  of  Cu- 
terbury,  why  they  did  not  btfgin  at  the  beginniiig. 
Why  did  they  not  put  the  Natives  into  thePlo. 
vincial  Council,  say,  at  Canterbury  ?  Snch  t 
practical  lesson  would  have  had  more  eSeet 
than  oceans  of  theories  or  cataracts  of  speslt- 
ing  in  this  House,  and,  following  in  the  track  o( 
the  honourable  the  mover,  would,  no  donbt,li»w 
done  much  towards  removing  the  •■  distrust" 
which  everywhere  reigned.  JJa  conclusion,  he 
would  say  that  he  looked  upon  this  scheme  u 
Utopian  and  premature,  and  by  no  means  » 
step  in  the  right  direction.  A  long  scheme  of 
education  was  first  necessaiy  before  they  could 
put  the  Natives  in  the  position  proposM.  H» 
once  more  praised  the  honourable  the  movetfm 
his  good  intentions,  and  for  the  very  best  nKh 
tives ;  but  he  had  not  lived  among  Natives,  and 
therefore  really  knew  but  little  of  them.  It 
was,  however,  pleasing  to  find  that  his  sebemft 
and  his  speech  were  both  alike  without  tliat 
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fodkfy  sentimentality,  so  nunoaa  to  the  raal  in- 
tetests  of  the  Native,  which  had  come  to  them 
fnim  tiie  north — that  this  was  a  Maori  colony, 
and  that  the  settlers  were  only,  or  mainly,  here 
for  the  Natives.  It  was  his  (Mr.  Oolenso's)  duty, 
first, to  op|>ose  this  resolution;  and,  secondly, 
to  call  npon  the  Government  to  pause  and  con- 
sider ere  they  affirmed  it ;  for,  athough  carried, 
he  felt  assured  it  would  prove  utterly  imprac- 
ticable in  the  working;  and  then  they  wo'ild 
only  have  another  stmnbling-blook,  and  in- 
erease  of  distrust ;  for  by  carrying  it  it  could 
only  hold  oat  vain  delusive  hopes  which  could 
never  be  realized,  and  so  become  a  new  source 
of  discontent  to  the  llaozi  people. 

Hr.  MOORHOUSE  did  not  consider  it  the 
doty  of  the  Superintendent  to  secure  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Provincial  Council. 

Hr.  CARIiKTON,  after  paying  a  tribute  to 
the  eloquent  speech  with  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  introduced  the  resolutions  before  the 
House,  ]j»oceeded  to  observe  upon  the  remark- 
able variation  which  had  been  made  in  the  fifth 
zesolntion  since  first  notice  was  given  of  the 
motion.  As  the  resolution  originally  stood  the 
policy  indicated  was  to  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion "  with  the  least  possible  delay ;"  now  it 
was  "with  the  least  practicable  delay."  He 
was  certain  the  House  would  not  agree  to  the 
word  "  possible  ;"  while  "  practicable  "  might 
mean  t<x>  mnch,  or  nothing  at  all.  If  it  meant 
that  Natives  should  take  part  in  the  govern- 
ment so  soon  as  they  were  fit  for  it,  and  no 
■ooner,  no  one  oonld  object ;  if  it  meant  more 
than  that,  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  for  it  was 
in  contradiction  to  the  resolution  of  1858.  As 
some  of  the  new  honourable  members  might  be 
nnaware  of  that  resolution,  he  would  read  it  to 
the  House : — 

"Besolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  New  Zealand  Government  ought  to  endea- 
VDur  to  obtain  an  opinion  from  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Imperial  Government,  on  the  subject  of 
olaims  to  vote  preferred  by  aboriginal  natives 
onder  the  7th  and  42nd  sections  of  the  Consti- 
tation  Act  whether  Natives  can  have  such 
pooseesion  of  any  land  that  is  nsed  by  them  in 
common  as  tribes  or  eommnnities,  and  not  held 
mider  title  derived  from  the  Crown,  as  would 
qualify  them  to  become  voters  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aforecited  sections ;  this,  with  a  view 
to  petitioning  the  Imperial  Parliament,  or  tak- 
ing other  the  proper  measures  to  be  relieved  fiom 
the  grave  inconveniences  and  probable  dangers 
to  the  Government  of  this  country  which  are  to 
be  apprehended  should  it  be  found  that  a  large 
body  of  men  who  are  destitute  of  political 
knowledge,  who  are  mainly  ignorant  of  the 
language  in  which  our  laws  are  written,  and 
among  whom  respect  for  the  law  cannot  as  yet 
be  enforced,  have  been  allowed  the  right  of  in- 
terference with  the  enactment  of  law." 

Mr.  piIiLON  BELL.— By  whom  was  that 
reoolntion  moved  ? 

Mr.  CABLETON.— By  myself.  Was  it  any 
the  worse  for  that?  If  it  had  been  moved  by 
Satan  himself,  it  would  still  be  the  resolution 
of  the  House.  The  House  might  stultify  itself 
bypassing  two  contradictory  resolutions;  and 


if  it  pleased  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  it.  He 
would  merely  remind  honourable  members  of 
what  they  were  about.  [The  honourable  mem- 
ber then  proceeded  to  the  question  of  the- 
right  of  the  Natives  to  the  elective  franchise 
under  the  Constitution  Act,  and  argued  that- 
they  oonld  qualify  as  householders,  though  not- 
as  freeholders,  on  lands  held  under  ordinary 
Native  tenure.  He  admitted  that  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Ciown  considered  the  Natives. 
as  altogether  disqualified ;  but  he  thought  that- 
the  case  referred  to  the  Home  Government  had 
not  been  clearly  put.]  He  spoke  as  a  practical' 
man,  and  asked  what  they  were  to  do  with 
Natives  when  they  got  them  into  the  Assembly. 
The  difference  of  language  alone  would  render 
it  impossible  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
House.  His  honourable  friend  moved  that  thia. 
House  should  assent  to  no  laws  which  did  not. 
recognize  the  right  of  both  races  to  a  full  and 
equal  enjoyment  of  all  civil  and  political  privi- 
leges. Speaking  as  a  practical  man  again,  he 
would  .ask  the  honourable  member  whether  he- 
was  prepared  to  bring  in  Bills  to  repeal  all 
existing  laws  which  were  in  contradiction  to 
that  principle.  If  so,  he  would  give  him  hia 
very  hearty  support.  [The  honourable  membec 
referred  to  the  Spirits  Ordinance,  the  Arms  Aot^ 
and  the  land -laws.]  Was  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  prepared  to  give  thab 
practical  operation  to  his  resolution? 

Mr.  PITZGEBALD.— Yes. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  he  did  not  see  how  th» 
principles  enunciated  could  be  denied,  and  h» 
would  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  HARBISON.  —  Sir,  with  reference  to> 
these  resolutions  I  would  beg  to  bring  before 
the  notice  of  the  House  a  few  circumstances- 
connected  with  the  subject.  YHiile  I  readily- 
admit  that  justice  and  humanity,  alike  with 
sound  policy,  would  suggest  the  urgency  of 
preparing  the  Native  mind  as  speedily  as  i>08- 
sible  for  a  participation  with  us  in  our  oivil 
and  political  privileges,  yet  I  must  submit 
that,  in  the  present  juncture  of  Native  affairs, 
the  introduction  of  these  resolutions  is  inoppor- 
tune. During  this  debate  some  honourable 
members  have  indulged  in  gloomy  anticipa- 
tions with  respect  to  the  ultimate  fate,  the 
doom,  of  the  Native  raoe.  As  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  I  may  be  permitted,  in  vindication  of 
our  conduct  and  feelings  towards  the  Natives 
at  the  commencement  of  the  colony,  to  revert 
to  that  period.  On  our  arrival  on  these  shores- 
we  found  ourselves,  to  our  surprise  and,  I  may 
add,  general  disappointment,  surrounded  by  a 
numerous  Native  population — a  shrewd,  exact- 
ing, encroaching  set  of  unmistakable  savages. 
La  this  novel  and  perplexing  situation  the 
settlers  mtmifested  a  friendly,  a  forbearing  an& 
liberal,  spirit  towards  the  Natives,  and,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  interested  motives,  were  anxioos  to 
advance  them  in  the  march  of  civilization. 
From  that  date  to  the  present  has  been  ob- 
served on  our  side  a  system  of  concessions — '• 
on  theirs  one  of  exactions.  I  may  refer  to  the 
position  of  a^ffairs  at  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
at  Taranaki.      When  the  Government,  with. 
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jnndi  moderation  and  patience,  zeqnected  the 
belligeient  Natives  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  letire 
to  their  respectiTe  parishes,  and  to  return,  by 
^ray  of  acknowledgment,  a  portion  of  their 
booty,  as  well  as  to  express  a  regret  at  having 
mntdeted  some  little  children  and  onarmed 
settlers — amongst  whom  were  their  oldest  and 
best  friends — they  oontemptnoosly  declined. 
Kow,  Sir,  though  this  refers  only  to  a  portion 
of  those  Natives  engaged  in  the  late  war — a 
portion  scattered  over  some  hundred  and  forty 
miles  along  the  coast — ^yet  their  conduct  and 
deoisions  are  defended  by  a  great  majority 
and  approved  or  admired  by  aU.  I  therefore 
cannot  think  that  this  is  a  seasonable  time  for 
discussing  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  Ne^ 
tives  to  a  full  and  equsl  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
politictJ  privileges.  It  appears  to  mo  that,  if 
the  Legislature  were  to  repeal  some  prohibi- 
tory laws  and  regulations — for  instance,  that 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirits  to  the  Natives, 
which  fails  in  its  object,  and  is  generally  con- 
sidered by  them,  at  least  in  this  province,  as 
presenting  a  humiliating  barrier;  also  the 
restrictions  which  apply  to  the  control  of  their 
lands — the  removal  of  these  restrictions  would 
be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  a  recognition 
by  this  House  of  the  principles  embodied  in 
these  resolutions — principles  which  would  be 
Appreciated  by  few  and  cared  for  by  none. 

Major  BICHABDSON  referred  to  the  im- 
portant docimient  which  had  been  recently 
laid  on  the  table,  and  considered  that  it  would 
be  extremely  unwise  and  injudicious  to  press 
these  resolutions  at  the  present  moment. 
Principles  of  the  highest  importance,  he  ac- 
knowledged, had  been  enunciated  by  the 
honourable  the  mover  with  an  eloquence  rarely, 
if  ever,  surpassed ;  but  when  they  came  to 
Analyze  the  resolutions  they  could  not  find 
anything  in  them  worthy  of  such  strains  of 
«loqnenoe.  He  entreated  the  House  to  put 
Aside,  if  only  for  this  one  session,  those  ani- 
mosities which  had  hitherto  existed;  and 
Assured  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere 
that  he  cordially  reciprocated  the  kindly  feel- 
ing entertained  by  hun  towsjrds  the  Natives ; 
bat  he  believed  there  was  a  duty  which  he 
owed  to  the  colony  which  should  prevent  him 
taking  a  step  which,  in  calmer  moments  and 
after  mature  consideration,  they  might  regret. 
The  breadth  of  the  principles  enunciated  had 
Attracted  their  attention ;  out  there  were  other 
things  besides  the  basis  which  they  must  look 
at,  as  the  superstructure  to  be  raised  on  it 
would,  he  thought,  be  impracticable  in  its 
nature,  and  undesirable  even  if  it  were  prac- 
ticable. He  moved,  as  an  amendment,  the 
omission  of  the  words,  "  or  the  passing  of  any 
law."  If  this  amendment  were  made  the  reso- 
lutions would  receive  the  unanimous  approba- 
tion of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  DICK  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FITZOEBALD.— Sir,  in  replying  very 
briefly  I  will  confine  myself  to  making  one  or 
'  two  observations  on  a  few  of  the  principal  points 
which  have  been  raised  in  the  course  of  this 
•debate,  and  I  shall  not  notice  tl  e  many  oriti- 
■oitms  which  have  been  made  luerely  on  ex- 
Mr.  Earrwm 


pressions  which  have  follem  from  mjtiU,  fcr 
they  ought  to  have,  and  will  have,  vei^  UMta 
weight  npon  this  House  in  bringing  it  to  a 
decision  on  the  great  question  at  issue.  I  wS. 
not  pursue  the  honourable  member  for  HaiMl 
Bay  into  the  various  questions  he  has  uimi. 
For  example,  I  will  not  discuss  the  questioa  «f 
Christian  bigamy  with  him,  nor  wUl  I  venton 
for  a  moment  to  attempt  to  answer  that  aiga. 
ment  of  the  honotirable  member's  to  which  ae 
answer  can  possibly  be  given — namely,  that  it 
is  entirely  useless  for  any  one  in  this  Honae  to 
argue  with  him  upon  this  subject ;  but  I  wiB 
refer  first  to  the  amendment  moved  hj  tin 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  (Major 
Bichardson).  My  honourable  friend  wuti 
to  cut  out  the  words  "  on  the  passing  of  satf 
laws."  The  honourable  member  for  the  Bif 
of  Islands  has  said  that  the  resolutions  mean 
nothing,  that  they  are  a  mere  expressioo  of 
opinion,  of  which  nothing  will  oome ;  but  fti 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  seems  to 
have  a  sneaking  apprehension  that  Bomethia( 
may  come  of  them,  and,  seeing  that,  wishes  to 
cut  away  a  great  part  of  their  meaning.  No«, 
I  hope  the  House  will  give  me  credit  for  not 
having  brought  forward  these  resolutiaas  tat 
the  sake  of  mere  oratorical  display.  I  certaia^ 
meant  them  to  have  a  practical  efiect  on  m 
country;  and,  if  they  were  carried  by  Hm 
House,  and  we  could  find  members  on  die 
Treasury  bench  who  had  any  faith  in  them,  I 
meant  those  resolutions  to  be  the  era  of  a  nmr 
system  of  Native  government  in  this  colony.  B 
yon  do  not  mean  this,  in  Heaven's  name  thro* 
them  out.  The  honourable  member  saidtiisf 
only  contain  the  same  language  as  has  faea 
used  by  (Governor  Hobson.  I  dare  say  thw 
did ;  but  I  do  not  put  any  trust  in  princes,  sad 
still  less  in  Oovemors:  The  only  tiling  I  do 
put  my  trust  in,  in  any  government,  is  tti 
well-considered  and  distinotly-ascertainedmad 
of  the  people,  not  given  hurriedly,  but  sUnij 
and  deliberately,  forcing  the  Oovemment  to 
take  one  distinct  line  of  policy  or  anntinf. 
Peoples  governed  by  edicts  and  enactmoBli 
proceeding  .from  above  them  have  done,  eoo- 
paratively  speaking,  nothing;  bat  the  peopli 
who  are  governed  by  a  public  opinion  nTtss^t 
ing  from  themselves  are  those  who  have  intiv 
past,  and  most  certainly  will  in  the  tatat, 
rule  the  destinies  of  mankind.  I  reject  thow- 
fore  most  distinctly  the  alterations  pcopaaad, 
because  the  meaning  of  it  is  that  the  Hoase 
shall  give  a  feeble  and  inarticalate  expiessiga 
of  what  it  has  not  faith  in,  and  what  wiUgD 
before  the  Natives  as  a  mere  sham,  tta 
Native  Minister  mads  a  speech  last  ni^t  whiok 
I  listened  to  with  the  greatest  respect,  beoaiM 
I  never  heard  a  speech  in  my  life  which  «M 
made  with  greater  calculation,  greater  can, 
and  greater  caution — a  speech  in  which  sva^ 
word  was  most  carefully  weighed,  in  order  that 
he  might  not  let  drop  one  single  aecideatol 
expression  which  might  in  any  way  oom|dioato 
the  action  of  His  Excellency's  Govenuntat. 
And  what,  after  all,  was  the  real  pith  and  mwn- 
ing  of  that  speech  7  Why,  I  takeit  tobetfato: 
"  We  accept  your  resolutions  as  a  statemmt  of 
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tenth  which  we  are  not  prepared  to  deny,  which 
ear  prerioos  policy  and  all  the  expression  of 
opinion  we  hare  indulged  in.  in  ioimer  times 
{ari>id  ns  to  deny ;  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  we 
wtoh  to  avoid  pledging  otuselves  ever  to  give 
tnyoperationatall  to  these  reaolntions."  Now, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  honourable 
member  was  wrong.  Standing  in  an  extra- 
ordinary position,  having  only  jast  assmned 
office,  only  jost  monnted  the  saddle  and 
na^ed  the  rains,  my  honourable  friend  has, 
I  thmk,  displayed  a  caution,  discretion,  and 
judgment  which  gives  me  great  hope  that,  if  he 
oould  appear  before  the  House  six  months 
hence,  when  firmly  seated  in  the  saddle,  the 
speech  he  would  make  would  be  one  of  a  dif- 
ferent character  from  that  which  he  delivered 
last  sight.  He  would  then,  I  believe,  bis  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  these  resolutions  may  be 
earned  out  into  practictLl  effect.  But  his  pre- 
sent argument,  as  far  as  I  understood  it,  was 
this:  ^t  we  cannot  carry  these  English  laws 
into  Native  districts,  and  cannot  get  the  Na- 
tives to  unite ;  that  they  are  in  such  a  state  of 
anarchy  that  they  can  agree  upon  nothing. 
Vow,  these  were  just  the  things  we  heard  years 
ago  when  something  of  this  kind  was  spoken 
w;  and  what  is  the  answer  to  it ?  That  the 
Natives  have  agreed  upon  a  king  ;  that  there 
is  so  much  of  union  in  them,  however  little, 
that,  give  them  a  cause  and  an  object,  and  they 
•le  capable  of  rising  above  those  petty  jealousies 
and  determining  on  one  man  to  govern  them. 
My  honourable  friend  said  the  Natives  were  in 
a  state  of  anarchy  ;  and  then  he  virtually  pro- 
posed to  trade  upon  that  anarchy,  to  form  plans 
based  upon  the  existence  of  that  state  of 
anarchy.  If  yon  have  any  hope  for  these 
people,  yon  mnst  elicit  what  is  lying  dormant 
m  their  minds,  a  spirit  of  obedience  to  a  com- 
mon law.  I  ofier,  then,  these  resolutions  to 
the  Government,  not  with  the  view  of  imposing 
any  immediate  action  on  them,  bnt  for  the' pur- 

Cof  pointing  out  a  distinct  principle,  which 
never  been  admitted  before  by  this  House, 
•nd  which  I  now  ask  it  to  admit  for  the  first 
time.  I  want  to  give  these  resolutions  to  the 
Qovemment  to  strengthen  their  hands,  to 
enable  them  to  get  at  that  feeling,  that  ele- 
ment, in  the  Native  mind  which  is  tiie  only  one 
on  which  they  can  rear  any  edifice  worthy  of 
building.  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  has  said  that  in  givrog  these  Natives 
privileges  we  ought  at  the  same  time  to  require 
tiiam  to  understand  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  a  civilized  state ;  and  my  honourable 
friend  near  him,  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  has  used  an  argument 
which  leads  to  the  same  result,  saying  that 
there  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  propriety  of 
^ving  the  Natives  these  political  privileges  aa 
soon  as  they  are  fit  for  them.  I  will  answer  to 
both  these  arguments  by  one  reply.  It  is  the 
same  sort  of  answer  as  uiat  which  we  used  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  continuing  of  cruel 
andbloody  laws  for  the  suppression  of  crime.  It 
used  to  be  thought  that  the  more  crime  was 
punished  the  less  there  would  be,  bnt  it  was 
lound  aa  a   matter  of  fact   that   the  more 


cruelly  crime  was  punished  the  more  there  was 
to  pnnish.  This  is  a  similar  case.  It  is  said. 
Do  not  admit  the  Natives  to  equal  laws  and 
privileges  till  they  are  fit  for  it.  But  when,  in 
Heaven's  name,  will  they  be  fit  for  it  ?  Ought 
we  to  wait  till  the  Natives  understand  duties 
and  responsibilities  before  giving  them  privi- 
leges? History  has  taught  us  a  contrary  policy. 
Give  men  privileges,  and  they  will  soon  arrive 
at  a  sense  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
belonging  to  them.  Place  them  in  a  position 
of  responsibility,  and  they  will  soon  grow  to 
fitness  for  the  use  of  it ;  but  keep  them  out  of 
a  position  which  they  ought  to  fill,  and  they  will 
never  arrive  at  a  sense  of  their  duties  or  be  fit 
to  fill  that  position.  The  case  of  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  is  a  complete  example  of  this 
fact.  So  long  as  they  were  kept  in  a  subordinate 
position  you  had  crime,  violence,  and  a  spirit 
of  suppressed  opposition  which  nothing  could 
overcome ;  but  as  soon  as  the  barrier  was  broken 
down  and  it  was  said,  "  Lawless  and  ignorant  as 
they  are,  and  incapable  of  properly  nsing  any 
political  rights,  we  will  admit  than  to  all. 
The  result  we  all  know.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  used  one  argument 
which  I  am  bound  to  take  up.  He  has  said  that 
if  I  would  repeal  the  Spirit  Ordinance  and  the 
Powder  Ordinance  he  would  support  these  reso- 
lutions. The  honourable  member's  meaning  was 
this :  "  You  have  got  these  ordinanoes  in  force : 
do  you  mean  by  these  resolutions  to  say  we  are 
not  to  have  any  such  ordinances,  that  we  are 

foing  to  get  rid  of  the  Spirits  Ordinance  and  the 
Wder  Ordinance?"  Most  undoubtedly  I  do 
say  so ;  bnt  let  them  not  be  supposed  to  imply 
that  we  are  to  enforce  no  laws  to  put  down  a 
spirit  of  insubordination.  We  have  had  Arms 
Acts  enough  in  Ireland ;  bnt  they  were  made  to 
apply  to  all  alike — to  the  rich  as  well  as  to  the 
poor.  When  it  was  said  all  arms  should  be 
stamped,  we  did  not  enforce  the  law  against 
the  poor  man  and  let  the  landlord  go  free,  but 
the  nobleman  had  to  take  his  fowling-piece,  as 
well  as  every  one  else,  to  receive  the  Qovemment 
stamp.  We  retained  the  idea  of  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws  over  all  alike.  And  so  here,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  any  district,  whether  Maori  or 
English,  were  in  a  state  of  insubordination,  I 
would  pass  laws  and  put  them  in  force  for  that 
district;  but  that  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  saying  that  the  Maori  shall  not  drink 
spirits  and  the  Englishman  shall,  or  that  the 
Maoris  shall  not  have  arms  and  powder  and 
the  English  shall.  What  we  want  is  that  a 
higher  idea  overlyinj^  the  whole  shall  get  into 
the  minds  of  the  Natives — the  idea  that  there 
is  one  law  for  all  men  in  this  country.  This  is 
the  only  thing  which  vrill  solve  the  great 
mystery ;  we  must  get  the  Maori  to  recognize 
the  idea  of  law — to  have  confidence  in  out 
laws :  apd  one  great  means  to  that  end  is  to 
admit  him  into  tiiis  House,  and  so  to  persuade 
him  that,  if  we  mckke  laws  for  him,  he  makes 
laws  for  himself  and  also  for  us.  The  time 
will  then  shortly  arrive  when  the  Maori  will 
have  a  thorough  and  entire  trust  in  our  laws, 
and  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  enforcing 
them  all  over  the  country.     The  difiereno» 
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between  the  Englishman  and  the  Maori  in  this 
matter  of  respect  for  law  is  not  a  question  of 
the  power  to  enforce.  A  policemsin  goes  to  an 
Enslislunan's  honse,  and  is  recognized  as  the 
antaority  of  the  law,  and  obeyed  accordingly; 
the  policeman  goes  to  the  Maori's  house,  and 
the  Maori  does  not  recognize  in  him  the 
-authority  of  law,  hut  he  recognizes  the  badge  of 
the  submission  of  his  own  race  to  anouier. 
irhe  Native  does  not  object  to  the  law  being 
•enforced ;  but  he  resists  the  idea  of  being  put 
nnder  submission  to  another  race — a  race  tnat 
has  never  given  him  one  tittle  of  law  to  guide 
his  actions.  But  what  is  wanted  is  that  he 
should  recognize  in  the  policeman  a  symbol  of 
the  laws  of  the  whole  country — of  the  two  united 
races ;  that  we  should  adopt  a  large,  wise,  and 
Iwld  policy,  by  which  the  Native  shall  recognize 
that  he  is  a  maker  of  the  laws  for  himself  and 
for  us,  and  that  he  is  a  part  of  that  fountain  of 
law  of  which  the  policeman  is  merely  the  re- 
presentative and  organ.  We  should  have  then 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  carrying  our  laws 
through  every  district  by  means  of  Maori 
policemen  and  Maori  tribunals,  and  in  making 
roads  through  the  whole  country.  If  the 
House  would  adopt  such  a  policy  as  this,  and 
the  Ministers  would  only  carry  it  out,  I  believe 
that  very  soon — but  of  course  I  do  not  ask  the 
House  to  say  how  soon — the  Native  difficulty 
ironld  be  solved — not  in  years,  but,  it  might 
be,  in  a  few  months.  I  have  often  been  asked, 
"Do  you  mean  these  resolutions  to  come  into 
operation  at  once  ?  "  My  answer  has  been,  "  I 
■ao  not  want  to  bind  the  House  to  any  time ; 
but  my  own  opinion  is  that  one  man  would 
Jtring  them  into  operation  to-morrow,  another 
'woold  take  years  about  it ;  hence  it  mainly  de- 
pends upon  the  men  you  can  get  to  do  it." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  then  moved.  That  this 
House  recognizes  the  right  of  all  Her  Majesty's 
•nbjeots,  of  whatever  race,  within  this  colony  to 
»  full  and  equal  enjoyment  of  civil  and  poliucal 
privileges. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  then  moved,  That  a 
.  tecognitiou  of  the  foregoing  principle  will 
necessitate  the  personal  aid  of  one  or  more 
Kative  chiefs  m  the  administration  of  the 
j[Ovemment  of  the  colony,  the  presence  of 
members  of  the  Maori  nobility  in  the  Legisla- 
tive C!onncil,  and  a  fair  representation  in  this 
House  of  a  race  which  constitutes  one-third  of 
the  population  of  the  colony. 

Mijor  RICHARDSON  hoped  that  the 
honourable  member,  having  gained  every  object 
lie  could  wish  by  the  passing  of  the  first  two 
resolutions,  would  consent  to  expunge  the  third 
altogether. 

tir.  COLENSO  opposed  this  resolution  as 
having  an  injurious  tendency,  because,  when 
translated  and  laid  before  the  Natives,  it  would 
give  them  hopes  which  could  not  speedily  be 
realized,  and  when  it  reached  England  it  would 
make  the  people  there  believe  that  the  Natives 
were  in  a  far  different  state  from  that  in  which 
me  daily  proved  them  to  be. 
Mr.  FUtGerald 


Mr.  WELD  fully  concurred  that  as  sooo  ■• 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  make  the  fn- 
sence  of  Maoris  ip  this  Legislature  advantage- 
ous to  both  races  it  would  be  most  advisable  to 
have  them  here.  It  appeared  to  him  that  tbaa* 
resolutions  affirmed  a  state  of  things  which  did 
not  exist.  It  would  give  a  vrrongimprassiaii  to 
let  the  idea  go  abroad  that  tibe  Miwris  ooold 
not  be  remecented  in  this  House. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— They  are  not 

Mr.  WELD  said,  to  a  certain  extent  they 
were.  Maoris  had  voted  for  members  of  this 
House:  and  if  they  only  individualized  their 
titles  they  could  at  this  time  turn  the  electioa 
of  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Island.  •  But  it  ^ 
not  appear  necessary  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented by  members  of  their  own  race,  nor  vai 
it  the  province  of  this  House  to  say  of  what 
race  their  representatives  should  be.  The 
House  were  all  agreed  as  to  the  princiide  dt 
the  resolutions — that  as  soon  as  the  fitting  time  - 
came  the  Maoris  ought  to  receive  these  jpiri- 
leges,  together  with  their  duties  and  respooa- 
biUties ;  but  he  objected  to  the  Honse  stultify- 
ing itself  and  putting  itself  in  the  position  of 
leading  people  to  believe  that  the  relations  ti 
the  Maori  were  different  from  what  they  real^ 
were. 

Mr.  FOX  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  that  -if  tiiey  did  not  gin 
men  privileges  they  woold  never  leam  to  exo- 
cise  tnem,  any  more  than  a  man.would  leamte 
swim  who  never  went  into  the  water.  Then 
were  hundreds  of  Natives,  and  even  thousands, 
who  could  enter  into  discussions  on  abstraae 
points,  and  enlighten  many  honourable  mem- 
bers— men  who  would  be  a  credit  to  any  EngUsh 
constituency,  qualified  in  all  respects,  except  it 
were  the  possession  of  the  y.fgliaVi  langnagt. 
But  that  was  not  a  conclusive  argument  againit 
their  admission,  or  why  had  French  Can^iaas 
seats  in  the  Canadian  Legislature,  and  die 
Dubih  Boers  in  the  Legislature  of  the  C^ie, 
who  understood  so  little  of  every  speech  that 
at  the  end  of  it  they  always  cried,  "  Boet,  boet) 
boet "  7  He  thought  the  time  was  come  wlm 
they  might  with  perfect  safety  admit  memboa 
of  the  Native  race  into  this  House ;  smd,  indeed, 
he  did  not  know  any  way  by  which  they  oonli 
exclude  them  now.  If  it  were  true  that  mai^ 
of  them  had  voted  at  elections  in  spite  of  Hut 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  ui 
that  honourable  members  for  the  Hutt,  for 
Porima,  Hawke's  Bay,  and  the  Bay  of  Islandi 
owed  their  seats  in  part  to  Maori  votes,  how 
then  could  they  say  it  was  premature  to  intro- 
duce them  into  the  House  in  the  capacity  ti 
representatives?  If  the  Maori  was  entitkdto 
vote  at  an  election  he  was  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House,  provided  he  could  get  elected ;  and 
all  the  honourable  member  a^ed  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  was  to  address  itself  to  finding  out 
means  by  which  the  Maoris  should  be  encou- 
raged to  take  part  in  political  struggles  and  to 
take  their  places  among  the  representatives  o{ 
the  people.  There  were  many  places  where  it 
would  be  sound  discretion  for  a  European  by 
his  vote  to  assist  to  send  a  Maori  member  to 
this  House.    He  (Mr.  Fox)  would  vote  for  die 
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jesolation,  which  was  quite  competent  to  be 
earned  ont  without  the  addition  of  any  proviso 
48  to  time. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  iHjreed  with  the 
hononiable  member  for  Cheviot  that  it  would 
be  a  false  impression  to  get  abroad  if  the  in- 
terpretation of  this  resolution  should  be  that 
the  House  admitted  that  there  was  not  at  the 
present  moment  a  fair  representation  of  the 
Maori  race  in  this  House.  'He  thought  it  his 
dat^,  therefore,  to  say  a  few  words  on  that 
•abject,  in  order  that  the  assent  he  gave  to  the 
general  terms  of  the  resolution  should  not  be 
presumed  to  indnde  that  admission.  Members 
sat  there,  he  argued,  as  representatives,  not  of 
the  electors  only,  bnt  of  the  people  of  Kew 
Zealand,  and  as  mnch  represented  those  who 
had  not  the  franchise  —  whether  Maoris  or 
Europeans — as  the  House  of  Commons  was 
representative  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
though  the  number  of  electors,  he  believed,  was 
not  more  than  a  million.  If  the  honourable 
member  said,  then,  that  there  was  not  a  fair 
cepresentation  of  ibe  Maoris  here,  and  could 
not  be  under  the  present  condition  of  things, 
he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  differed  from  him,  and 
shoold  be  sorry  to  see  such  a  representation  get 
abroad.  If  he  meant  to  say,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  they  should  look  to  the  admission 
into  this  Hotise  of  members  more  directly 
representing  the  Kative  race  than  the  Euro- 
pean members  could  profess  to  do,  then  he 
should  have  put  his  resolution  in  more  precise 
terms.  There  was  no  greater  fallacy  than  the 
argument  used  by  a  great  many  who  had  advo- 
cated the  exclusion  of  the  General  Assembly 
from  any  participation  in  Native  affairs — that 
the  Kative  race  were  absolutely  without  fepre- 
«entation  in  it ;  and  the  House  could  not  allow 
it  to  be  supposed,  by  a  want  of  expression  to 
the  contrary,  that  that  was  a  sentiment  that 
was  echoed  there.  They  ought  to  profess  that 
they  did  represent  the  Native  people ;  and  he 
was  ready  to  go  thoroughly  with  his  honourable 
friend  in  saying  that,  so  soon  as  it  should  be 
practicable  to  admit  the  Maoris  themselves  to 
take  their  seats  in  this  House,  so  soon  as  there 
should  be  found  people  that  would  be  willing 
to  elect  them,  so  soon  ought  the  House  to  be 
perfectly  willing  to  receive  them  and  get  the 
benefit  of  their  advice ;  and  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  thete  were  men  among  the  Maori 
chiefs  who  were  much  more  competent,  as  re- 
garded intellectual  activity  and  capacity  for  un- 
derstanding public  affairs,  than  many  of  those 
who  had  determined  by  their  votes  the  decision 
of  this  House.  He  wished  to  show  his  honour- 
able friend  that  the  position  he  took  was  not 
entirely  a  new  one.  He  had  always  recog- 
nized that  there  was  a  necessity  to  admit  the 
principle  of  admitting  the  Maori  chiefs  to  a 
greater  share  in  the  government  of  the  country 
than  had  hitherto  Ulen  to  them ;  and  in  all 
who  had  watched  the  progress  of  events  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  had  witnessed  the  success 
of  the  attempts  to  induce  the  Native  chiefs  to 
take  part  in  the  administration  of  justice,  there 
had  been  a  growing  desire  to  extend  a  share  of 
tile  government  of  the  colony  to  those  of  the  Na- 


tive chiefs  who  inight  prove  themselves  worthy. 
When,  in  a  previous  session,  the  establishment 
of  a  Native  Council  was  proposed,  he  expressed 
the  opinion — in  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot  had  s^eed  with  him — that,  if  it 
were  to  work  well,  it  would  be  absolutely  neoes-' 
sary  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  Native  chiefs 
in  it,  BO  as  to  conciliate  the  goodwill  of  the 
Native  people  themselves.  He  should  therefore 
support  the  resolution;  but  he  was  anxious 
that  the  impression  should  not  be  received  by 
any,  whether  inside  the  House  or  out,  that  by 
passing  this  resolution  they  were  denying  that 
they  claimed  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  of  both  races,  whether  holding  the  fran- 
chise or  not. 

Mr.  OABLETON  would  not  be  able  to  vote 
for  the  third  resolution,  because  it  implied  what, 
in  his  opinion,  was  contrary  to  the  fact  — 
namely,  that  the  Natives  were  not  already  re- 
presented in  the  Assembly.  They  were  repre- 
sented, not  only  in  theory  but,  also  in  practice 
— in  theory  just  as  much  as  every  English- 
man was  represented  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
though  bnt  a  small  portion  of  the  population 
had  votes.  He  could  not  say  precisely  what 
was  the  proportion  at  present ;  but  the  figures 
were  before  him  for  1851-52.  The  population 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1851  was 
27,724,849.  The  total  voters  in  1852  were 
1,179,103.  No  one  pretended  to  say  that  non- 
electors  were  unrepresented  in  the  Mother- 
country  ;  and  in  this  colony  he  refused  to 
recognize  any  distinction  between  the  Maori 
and  the  pakeha.  Like  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Ellesmere,  he  treated  all  as 
subjects  of  the  Queen  alike.  That  the  Natives 
were  represented  in  reality  was  equally  certain. 
In  proof  of  this  he  need  only  appeal  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  last  sessions,  and  ask 
whether  honourable  members  had  not  been  found 
to  defend  Native  interests  as  earnestly  as  if  they 
had  been  our  own.  As  to  direct  representation, 
the  fact  was  that  even  now  we  could  not  keep 
Natives  out  of  the  Assembly  if  they  chose  to 
come  in.  They  could  register  as  householders 
if  they  chose  to  give  up  living  in  common,  and 
could  register  as  freeholders  if  they  chose  to 
accept  Crown  grants.  This  was  the  expedient 
provided  by  the  Ministry  of  1858  to  provide 
against  the  swamping  of  the  European  con- 
stituencies. This  was  not  an  exclusion  of 
Natives  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  franchise : 
a  Native  wsks  free  to  exchange  his  Maori  title 
for  a  Crown  title  ;  the  machinery  was  provided ; 
every  encouragement  was  given.  If  so  intelli- 
gent, or  even  so  worldly-wise,  as  to  see  his  ad- 
vantage in  the  exchange,  he  became  almost,  if 
not  quite,  a  fit  recipient  of  the  privilege  at- 
tache. He  acquired  a  stake  in  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community  ;  he  became  person- 
ally interested  in  the  maintenance  of  order. 
And,  more  than  this,  a  Native  who  accepted  a 
Crown  title  did  actually  feel  himself  bound  to 
render  due  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown. 
It  was  clear  to  him  (Mr.  Colenso)  that  a  Native 
had  the  means  of  working  his  way  into  the  House 
if  he  chose  to  avail  himself  of  them ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  as  appeared 
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by  his  lesolntion,  woe  o{  opinion  that  the 
means  were  wEuxtisg.  Now,  on  that  BASomption, 
and  speaking,  again,  as  a  praotioal  man,  he 
would  ask  that  honourable  member  whether  he 
was  prepared  to  follow  np  his  resolntion  by 
bringmg  a  Bill  into  the  House  altering  the 
{ranchise  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Yes. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  everybody  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  fable  of  the  carter  who 
called  upon  Jupiter  to  help  him  when  his  cart 
was  stuck  fast  m  the  mud,  but  was  advised  in 
answer  to  clap  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  He 
(Mr.  Carleton),  in  like  manner,  would  recom- 
mend the  Maori  to  use  the  meaiu  at  his  dis- 
posal, instead  of  calling  upon  his  honourable 
friend  Jupiter  for  his  assistance.  He  was  at 
all  times  ready  to  place  the  Maori  under  ex- 
actly the  same  laws  as  onrcelves,  and  to  subject 
him  to  no  disabilities ;  but  he  was  not  disposed 
to  go  beyond  that  and  to  give  the  Natives 
special  privileges.  Beverting  to  tiie  question 
of  language,  he  thanked  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei  for  his  anecdote  of  the  Dutch- 
men at  the  Cape,  standing  together  at  one  end 
of  the  House  and  shouting  "  Boet,  boet,  boet," 
because  they  were  unable  to  understand  the 
language  in  which  the  debate  was  conducted. 
He  would  ask  that  honourable  member  whether 
he  really  desired  to  bring  their  own  House  to  a 
level  so  low  as  that  which  he  had  described. 
He  (Mr.  Carleton)  regretted  much  that  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  the  reso- 
ntion. 

Mr.  DICE  thought  that  none  others  but  the 
Maoris  were  represented  here.  The  Maori 
qnestion  was  always  the  first  to  come  before 
tnem,  while  subjects  relating  to  Europeans 
were  always  kept  back.  Honourable  members 
had  been  here  two  months,  and  done  nothing 
but  talk  on  the  Native  question  all  the  time ; 
but  nothing  had  been  done.  He  would  remind 
honourable  members  that  there  Were  other 
things  besides  Land  Leagues  springing  op. 
There  was  such  a  cry  as  "  Separation,"  he 
would  remind  them,  gathering  force  in  the 
Southern  Island,  and  all  because  Native 
affairs  were  talked  over  night  after  night, 
while  European  affairs  were  hurried  over  at 
the  end  of  the  session.  That  cry  from  the 
South  was  not  an  empty  sound — it  had  a  mean- 
ing in  it,  and  it  would  soon  be  more  loudly 
raised.  He  was  sorry  that  a  member  from  the 
South  had  been  made  Native  Minister,  for 
they  had  enough  of  talk  on  Native  questi(»is 
from  southern  members  as  well  as  northern, 
without  getting  a  Native  Minister  from  among 
the  representatives  of  the  South.  The  Native 
qnestion,  they  found,  had  been  engaging  th; 
whole  attention  of  the  Government;  whereas 
the  simple  question  which  he  had  placed  on 
the  Order  Paper  they  had  not  had  a  moment's 
consideration  for.  He  presumed  that  would  be 
the  case  through  the  whole  session,  unless  Uieir 
attention  was  drawn  forthwith  to  important 
colonial  questions  which  required  immediate 
attention.  He  thought  they  might  at  least  give 
a  little  time  to  them  alternately  with  Native 
matters;  but,  no,  it  was  constantly  Native 
Itr.  Carleton 


questions,  nif^t  aftw  ni^t,  till  *'™mpt»W«- 
members  ^ot  twisting  themselves  about  ia 
ix>sitive  pain.  He  haa  no  more  to  say,  bot 
umply  to  remind  the  Eonse  that  then  ma 
a  Separation  question  moving,  and  that  onlos 
some  attention  was  paid  to  the  Sooth  \iut» 
would  soon  be  a  Separation  flaf  hoisted,  snd 
other  important  questions  to  be  ooBsidsnd 
besides  Native  questiooB. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  reminded  the  honour- 
able gentleman  thai  it  was  a  member  for  tb» 
Southern  Island  who  was  at  the  head  of  NatiTi 
affairs.  The  honourable  member  forDnnsdio 
(Major  Bichardson)  was  asking  the  honoozabls 
the  mover  of  the  resolutions  to  take  tiie  raj 
pith  and  sense  out  of  them.  They  weia  ynatiij 
of  the  great  mind  of  the  honourable  genUeoin 
proposing  them ;  but  if  he  withdrew  the  Ibai 
resolution  he  would  withdraw  the  concliiiun 
which  he  was  driven  to  by  the  two  previoas 
resolutions.  He  meant  by  them  to  say.  Do 
not  let  us  content  ourselves  with  telling  tbs 
Natives  we  desire  to  do  good  for  tiiem— 1st 
us  practically  show  that  we  are  prepared  t» 
admit  them  on  an  equality  with  ourselves.  He 
(Mr.  Fitzherbert)  denied  that  the  Natives  wen 
represented.  He  wonld  ask  whether  any  Eng- 
lishman would  be  satisfied  with  the  bairen  be- 
lief that  he  was  represented.  If  he  Qii. 
Fitzherbert)  understood  the  spirit  of  the  resoln- 
tion, it  recognized  this  fact :  that  never  had  a 
Native  been  sitting  in  this  Honse;  and  le- 
cognized  their  right  to  be  represented  by  cos  of 
their  own  race.  Without  some  such  rraolntka 
as  this  there  was  a  discouragement  to  the 
Natives  to  come  in  and  partake  of  the  respon- 
sibility and  the  power  which  the  membea  of 
this  House  had. 

Mr.'  FITZGERALD  said,  it  was  sm^y  a 
question  whether  they  were  going  to  do  soy 
thing  or  nothing.  A  greater  piece  of  hombag 
than  passing  the  first  two  resolutions  and  ei- 
punging  this  one  there  could  not  be.  He  oooU 
not  understand  why  it  was  proposed  to  b» 
omitted.  There  had  really  been  but  one  or  t*» 
arguments  brought  against  it.  One  of  tbi 
arguments  which  its  opponents  relied  on  wu 
this :  that  the  Natives  were  already  represei^ 
in  this  House.  The  Maoris,  he  ocmtendei, 
were  not  represented  in  this  House,  and  tiitj 
knew  it.  A  very  few  of  them  were  ;  but,  takinf 
them  as  a  race  and  a  people,  they  vreienot 
represented.  The  honourable  member  for  Cbs- 
viot  said  the  Maoris  could  alvrays  get  votes 
by  individualizing  their  title ;  and  the  hoaoor- 
able  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  was  ex- 
tremely horrified  at  the  idea  of  extending  tbe 
franchise  law  in  favour  of  the  Natives  ;  but  tt> 
horror  was  exhibited  at  extending  the  fiancfaiis 
in  favour  of  the  diggers — a  class  of  people  wbo 
were  not  even  colonists,  but  were  birds  of 
passage.  Why,  then,  such  extraordinary  feir 
that  it  should  be  extended  to  a  class  of  peo|d« 
who  were  forcing,  and  would  continue  to  foros, 
upon  the  House  the  most  imjiortant  snbjeets 
of  interest  for  two  or  three  years  to  come  T  It 
was  true  that  if  they  individualized  their  titles 
and  got  Crown  grants  they  could  get  votes; 
but  that  was  a  thing  which  tney  could  notdo  at 
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present — it  would  be  many  years  before  their 
titlee  oonld  be  brooght  into  suoh  a  state  that 
they  oonld  get  Crown  grants.  It  would,  he  ad- 
mitted, be  extremely  dangerons,  if  the  whole 
lepreeentation  of  the  Northern  Island  should 
be  swamped  by  Maori  votes ;  but  was  there  any 
difficulty  in  cutting  oS  one  or  two  large  Maori 
districts,  to  return  each  one  or  two  members  ? 
Mr.  WILSON.— Separating  the  two  people 
again. 

Mr.  PITZGEKALD.— Nothing  of  the  sort. 
There  was  no  broad  line  of  demarcation  between 
mere  electoral  districts.  He  would  not  go  into 
the  question  of  altering  the  franchise,  because  he 
did  not  think  that  at  this  stage  it  was  proper 
for  the  House  to  force  on  the  GoTemment  any 
poUcy  whatever,  but  just  to  intimate  the 
oonrse  they  wished,  and  leave  it  to  those 
gentlemen  and  His  Excelienoy  to  decide  on 
the  proper  mode  of  carrying  it  out.  He  had 
forgotten  to  say  one  thing  which,  was  very 
muoh  in  point  with  regard  to  the  representa- 
tion question.  He  was  not  in  the  House  in 
1858,  but  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
there  was  in  that  session  a  Bill  brought  in 
called  the  Native  OSenders  Bill,  when  the  ar- 
gument was  used  that,  because  the  Natives 
were  not  represented,  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  the  House;  which  was, 
he  believed,  accordingly  done,  and  several  mis- 
Bionaries  were  also  examined  for  a  similar  reason. 
One  honourable  member  had  said  that  the  first 
thing  they  ought  to  have  done  was  to  put  a 
Maori  member  in  the  Provincial  Council  of  Gon- 
terbuiy,  before  proposing  to  bring  them  here. 
Now,  it  was  exceedingly  likely  they  would  do 
so;  for  the  whole  of  the  Native  titles  at  Eaia- 
poi  were  now  individualized,  and  the  Natives 
would  exercise  a  large  influence  in  the  election, 
if  thejr  did  not  actually  return  a  Native  for 
that  district.  Bat  he  thought  they  would  do 
even  that  before  many  months.  With  regard  to 
the  difference  of  language,  looking  at  the  House 
of  Ck)mmons  and  this  House — without  intend- 
ing any  bad  compliment — he  should  be  just  as 
satisfied  to  have  a  proposal  judged  of  by  the 
Natives  who  did  not  understand  the  speeches 
as  by  the  votes  of  a  great  many  members  who 
did.  The  fact  of  a  vote  being  changed  by  a 
speech  in  a  Legislative  Assembly  was  one  of 
the  rarest  things  that  had  occurred.  It  was 
one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  t:iat  the  Native 
Minister  the  other  night  did  change  a  vote  by 
a  speech.  But  the  way  debating  in  general 
lotted,  was  not  by  changing  votes  at  the  mo- 
ment, but  by  a  steady  elucidation  of  the  sub- 
ject, moulding  and  framing  in  the  long  run  the 
pablio  opinion  of  the  country.  If  twenty  Na- 
tives were  sitting  there  he  should  be  satisfied 
that,  by  the  aid  of  a  good  interpreter,  and 
reasoning  among  themselves,  they  would  come 
to  as  correct  a  conclusion,  as  nine  out  of  ten  of 
those  in  this  House  who  could  understand  the 
speeches.  All  agreed  that  they  wanted  to  see 
one  or  two  Maori  members  in  this  House  as 
soon  as  they  were  fit  for  it ;  and  the  question 
therefore  was,  how  could  that  result  be  ar- 
rived at  most  speedily,  by  waiting  till  they 
understood  our  language,  or  by  putting  them 
1862— HK 


into  the  House  first,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
then  not  be  long  before  they  made  themselves 
acquainted  vnth  it?  Why,  if  they  did  not 
pot  them  in  till  they  understood  the  language, 
they  might  wait  till  any  good  whatsoever  that 
mi^t  follow  from  these  or  other  resolutions 
must  have  died  out ;  but,  onoe  put  them  in  this 
House,  and  let  them  feel  what  they  lost  by  not 
understanding  the  English  language,  they  would 
set  to  work,  and  it  would  soon  be  found  that  they 
understood  the  debates  as  well  as  most  people. 
The  House  divided. 


Aym,  17. 

Atkinson 

Gillies 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

BeU 

Graham,  O. 

Watt 

Brandon 

Mantell 

Williamson,]'n» 

Carter 

Moorhonso 

Wood. 

Fitzherbert       Renall 

Telltr. 

Pox 

Taylor,  C.  J. 
Noes,  20. 

FitzGerald.  , 

Butler 

Mason 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

Carleton 

Mtmro,  J. 

Weld 

Colenso 

Nixon 

WelU  • 

Cookson 

O-NeiU 

Williamson,  Jas. 

Curtis 

Ormond 

Wilson. 

Dick 

O'Rorke 

TtUer. 

Harrison 

Biohmond,A.}'.  Richardson. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion 

negatived. 

The  remaining  resolutions 

were  then  with- 

drawn. 

TRUSTEES'  RELIEF  BILIi. 
The  Trustees'  Belief  Bill  was  read  a  seoonf 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  tho 
House  with  amendments,  and  the  report  or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow. 

SUMMARY  PROCEDURE   ON  BILLS 
BILL. 

The  Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  tit 
again. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No  1). 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1)  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  x>assed. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  BHiL. 
The  Steam  Navigation  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  8th  Augtut,  1862. 

Bill  Introdnoed— Court  of  Appeal  BUI— First  Beftd- 
ings— Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayzbs. 

BILL  INTBODUCED. 
Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension 
BiU. 

COURT  OP  APPEAL  BILL. 

The  Connoil  went  into   Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Court  of  Appeal  BiU. 
IM  comirtTBB. 

Clause   8. — Time  and   place  of   sittings   of 
Court  to  be  proclaimed  in  Govennnent  QatetU 
days  before  the  time  fixed. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  To  omit  the  words  "  days," 

with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  sixty  days  at  least." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  To  add  to  the  clause  the  words, 
"  Provided  that  one  such  sitting  at  least  shall 
be  held  in  every  year,  computing  from  the 
first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-three." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ayes,  i. 
Johnston  Richmond         Stokes. 

Menzies 

Noes,  6. 
Amey  Cutfield  Sewell 

Baillie  Russell,  A.  H.    Tancred. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived, 

Clause,  as  previously  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ments. 

PIRST  READINGS. 

Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  Trustees'  Relief 
Bill,  Steam  Navigation  Bill. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  BUI 
was  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to 
the  CouncU  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  8th  August,  186g. 


Minigterial  Besponsibilitjr  —  Standard  WeiRbts  — 
Land  Claims — Native  AfTalrs— Maori  TdMsenger — 
Letter  from  BiBbop  of  Wellington— Abduction- 
Trustees-  Belief  BUI  —  Steam  Navigation  Bill- 
Postal  Communication. 


'iili.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 


MINISTERIAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

Major  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Ooloniid 
Secretary,  Whether  there  is  amy  medkomidiui 
of  the  Ministers  on  the  letter  of  His  Excellent 
the  Governor  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, of  the  SOth  November  last,  on  the  inb- 
ject  of  a  R^ponsible  Ministry  in  connecticn 
with  the  Native  race  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  repUed  that  he  was  not  awu« 
of  any  memorandum  whatever  existing  on  the 
subject. 

STANDARD  WEIGHTS. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  asked  the  Colonitl 
Secretary,  Whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
to  procure  from  England  or  Aostzalia  the 
standard  gold  weights,  in  order  to  IningintD 
operation  "  The  Weights  and  Measures  Oidi- 
nancB  Amendment  Act,  1861 "  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  the  Ute  Minis- 
try had  sent  Home  for  them,  and  that  they 
had  been  shipped  in  the  "  BlundelL" 

LAND  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  report 
of  the  Land  Claims  Commissioner  be  refezred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port whether,  emd,  if  so,  to  what  extent,  far- 
ther legislation  should  tajce  place  on  the  nb- 
jeet  of  land  claims,  and  whether  effect  shoald 
be  given  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
missioner ;  Conmiittee  to  consist  of  Mr.  WeU, 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  Or- 
mond,  Mr.  WUson,  Mr.  Wood,  Major  Nixon, 
Maior  Richardson,  and  the  mover  :  report  t» 
be  brought  up  on  the  18th  instant. 

NA-nVE  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  would  take  thu  ( 
tunity  to  make  some  general  remarks  ex 
tory  of  the  views  of  the  Government  on  ' 
matters.  In  doing  so  he  would  start  with  i 
comments  on  the  despatch  from  the  Doke  of 
Newcastle  received  yesterday,  because  it  ma- 
teriaUy  altered  the  position  of  the  House  aiid 
the  Ministers  with  respect  to  the  Govemor; 
Honourable  members  would  see  that  the  gene- 
ral substance  of  that  despatch  was,  that  th* 
Home  Government  proposed  to  transfer  to  ttie 
colony  the  whole  government  ol  the  Native 
race.  Next,  although  not  so  dearly  ennessed, 
it  seemed  from  the  tenor  of  the  whole  despatch 
that  they  intended  to  give  up  the  greater  por- 
tion of  their  claim  for  ps^t  miUtaiy  expmdi- 
ture,  except  that  of  the  Militia,  Yolnnteats, 
and  other  local  expenses.  It  also  required  the 
colony  to  contribute  to  the  Native  scheme  the 
amount  of  £26,000,  and  stated  that  the  Hone 
Government  woul5  relinquish  their  £5  a  head 
for  every  soldier  stationed  in  the  colony,  to  meat 
the  amount  expended  in  the  management  o£ 
the  Natives  beyond  that  sum,  at  the  same  time 
proposing  that  the  troops  would  be  speedily 
very  much  diminished.  The  opinion  was  also 
broadly  expressed  that  the  colonists  must  take 
the  defence  of  the  country  upon  themselyes; 
and  it  was  especially  remarked  that  we  did  not 
seem  sufficiently  to  apprehend  the  obligatioa 
that  lay  upon  us  to  provide  for  the  ezpeme  U 
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our  protection  by  additional  taxation.    Now, 
he  supposed  the  views  of  ever^  one  weie  the 
tame  npon  the  point  of  the  military  defence  of 
the  colony.      The  reasons  against  defending 
onrselves  entirely  by  Militia  had  been  well  and 
often  stated.      It  was,  in  fact,  the  most  expen- 
sive force  that  could  be  provided,  from  the  nigh 
rate  of  pay  the  men  required,  and  from  the  fact 
that  it  drew  the  industrial  classes  from  their 
ordinary  oconpations,   so   that   farming   and 
other  poisoits  were  neglected  and  the  colony 
virtoally  impoverished.     There  were  no  such 
temptations  to  those  classes  in  the  way   of 
makiTig  rapid  fortunes  as  would  induce  them 
to  remain  in  the  country  when  they  had  such 
inducement  as  this  to  leave  it.    Again,  the 
population  being  so  scattered,  the  defence  of 
the  out-settlers  would  be  a  matter  of  very  great 
■difficulty ;  and  when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  it 
was  considered  that  wages  in  the  Southern 
Island  and  neighbouring  colonies  were  from 
five  shillings  to  eight   shillings  a  day — much 
more  than  we  could  possibly  be  expected  to  pay 
UiUtia — it  must  be  evident  that  the  attempt  to 
enforce  the  establishment  of  a  force  of  that 
kind  sufficient  for  our  defence  would  sjieedily 
result  in  driving  away  the  population  and  in 
4he  almost  entire  abandonment  of  this  Island. 
Any  war  carried  on  wholly  by  the  colonists 
■against  the  Natives  would,  besides,  leave  feel- 
ings of  hostility  which  would  not  die  out  for 
many  years,  even  if  such  a  war  did  not  result, 
as  it  most  probably  would,  in  the  extermination 
■of  the  entire   Native  race.     There   appeared, 
then,  to  remain,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  no  alterna- 
tive but  defence  by  re^lar  troops  or  the  ruin  of 
this  Island.     It  did,  indeed,  surprise  him  how 
the  Home  Government  could  attempt  to  force 
such  an  alternative  npon  this  oounti?;    and 
yet,  from  the  despatch  in  question  and  others 
they  had  received,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  to  do  so  seemed  to  be  almost  their  deter- 
mination.   The  necessity  of  continually  asking 
Pafljament  for  fresh  votes  on  account  of  this 
unfortunate  war  had  led  the  Home  Government 
to  contemplate  the  abandonment  of  their  obvious 
duty  to  tlus  colony.    It  really  seemed  as  if  the 
sdditional  penny  on  the  inoome-taz  which  this 
war  had  made  necessary  outwei(^ed  in  their 
minds  all  the  remonstrances  of  the  colonists  and 
-all  the  difficulties  of  their  position.    And,  what 
was  more  wonderful  still,  the  Home  Government 
seemed  ready  to  abandon  all  its  cherished  phi- 
'lanthiopical    ideas,   to    disregard  all  it  nad 
hitherto  supposed  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Native  race,  and  to  whistle  Exeter  Hall 
itself  down  the  wind.    AU  these  effects  had 
been  produced    by   that   omnipotent   peimy, 
which  seemed  almost  to  rival  the  almighty 
dollar  of  America.    Was  it  not  astonishing  that 
England,  which  boasted  so  much  of  her  colo- 
nies all  round  the  globe — that  called  herself 
the  Queen  of  Nations,  and  was  eonsidered  by 
the  world  to  owe  so  much  of  her  pre-eminent 

rition  to  the  possession  of  those  colonies,  but 
which  she  would  be  but  a  second-rate  power 
— that  England  could  contemplate  setting  this 
example  of  abandoning  one  of  the  most  promis- 
■ing  of  her  numerous  progeny  because  it  was  in 


difficnlties  7  It  was  strange  indeed ;  and,  if 
that  were  to  be  her  future  course,  one  conld 
not  conceive  a  better  mode  of  sowing  disaSeo- 
tion  and  distrust  throughout  all  her  possessions. 
Its  effects  in  Australia,  the  Cape,  and  CISC' 
where  could  not  but  be  highly  detrimental. 
And  might  not  the  evil  example  be  even  fol- 
lowed by  ourselves  ?  Might  not  the  people  of 
the  Middle  Island  be  tempted  to  follow  the 
precedent,  and,  as  soon  as  the  Mother-country 
showed  herself  prepared  to  abandon  New  Zea- 
land, might  they  not  become  equally  willing  to 
abandon  the  North  Island  7 — (No,  no.) — He  ac- 
cepted the  disclaimer,  and  was  glad  to  hear  that 
they  would  act  on  a  better  principle.  But  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  complained  that  we  did  not 
tax  ourselves.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Domett)  believed 
that  every  man  in  the  colony  would  consider  it 
a  duty  to  contribute  everything  in  his  power  to 
the  cost  of  the  defences  of  the  country,  whether 
it  was  to  be  done  by  regular  troops  alone,  or,  aa 
was  most  proper,  by  troops  and  Volunteers 
combined ;  but  he  could  not  at  this  moment 
pretend  to  say  whether  this  colony  would  bear 
more  taxation  for  that  object.  Should  the  pre- 
sent Ministry,  however,  be  fortunate,  or  unfor- 
tunate, enough  to  remain  in  power,  they  would, 
before  another  session,  give  their  consideration 
to  this  subject,  keeping  one  thing  always  in 
mind  in  Considering  the  taxation  of  a  new 
colony,  the  advance  and  the  prosperity  of  which 
depended  essentially  on  public  works,  that 
to  stop  those  public  works — a  proceeding  which 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  recommended — would 
be  to  retard  in  the  most  material  degree  that 
prosperity,  and  therefore  destroy  our  future 
means  of  contributing  to  those  expenses.  It 
was  this  consideration  of  the  cost  of  possible 
wars  that  made  it  necessary  to  adopt  such 
resolutions  respecting  the  degree  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  govenmient  of  the  Natives  as 
those  he  had  proposed.  The  assumption  of  thai 

government,  which  the  Duke,  it  seemed,  en- 
eavoured  to  put  upon  us,  would  of  oonise 
entail  upon  us  the  ooligations  that  went  with 
it,  among  which  would  be  to  bear  the 
whole  of  the  expenditure  that  might  arise  from 
any  misgovemmeut  or  difficulty  occurring  in 
the  government  of  the  Natives.  If  we  assumed 
the  whole  power,  we  assumed  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility for  such  cost ;  and  it  really  looked 
almost  as  if  the  noble  Duke  had  only  proposed 
to  give  us  that  power  because  he  felt  that  without 
doing  so  he  would  have  no  good  or  solid  ground 
for  saddling  on  us  the  expense  of  the  present 
or  future  wars.  He  thought,  then,  the  House 
would  agree  that  we  could  not  accept  the  full 
powers  offered  to  us  ;  for  we  could  scarcely  ask 
England  to  pay  for  the  consequences  of  our  own 
acts.  But,  though  the  Duke  seemed  to  wish  to 
impose  this  power  npon  us,  he  (Mr.  DomettV 
thought  there  was  a  great  doubt,  on  technical 
and  other  grounds,  if  England  could  really 
transfer  the  Natives  to  us  entirely.  Certainly, 
if  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  to  be  considered 
of  any  value,  the  government  of  the  Natives 
was  ceded  by  it  to  the  Home  Government — 
that  is,  to  the  Queen — and  not  to  us.  Another 
reason  against  it  was   that  the  Natives  wero 
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not  direotly  represented  here.  He  knew  the 
wiaATiing  of  those  ironioal  cheers.  He  had 
not  forgotten  that  hia  honourable  coUea^e 
the  member  for  Wallace  had  last  night  argued 
that  this  House  did  represent  them  as  the 
masses  without  the  franchise  in  England  were 
represented  by  members  of  Parliament.  But 
the  oases  were  not  analogous.  However,  the 
matter  was  wholly  one  of  theory,  and  difference 
of  opinion  about  it  was  not  of  much  con- 
sequence either  way.  For,  whatever  the  right 
legal  theory,  England  would  always  be  looked 
npon  as  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  Native 
zaoe.  The  English  public,  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  world,  would  consider  her  responsible; 
and  if  the  race  were  to  disappear  England 
would  be  blamed  for  it.  He  believed  that  the 
£nglish  public  would  therefore  refuse  to  allow 
the  government  of  the  Natives  to  be  wholly 
transferred  to  us.  Feeling  on  these  grounds, 
tben,  that  we  could  not  accept  the  whole  power, 
Ministers  proposed  to  leave  the  decision  of 
Native  policy  to  the  Governor.  But,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Royal  Instructions  accompanying 
the  Governor's  Commission,  they  were  bound  to 
give  him  advice  on  all  occasions.  The  proposed 
resolutions  declared  that  Ministers  would,  if  the 
Qovemor  requested  it,  undertake  the  adminis- 
tration of  Native  affairs ;  because  if  they  were 
not  administered  by  the  Ministry  there  was  no 
alternative  but  the  re-establishment  of  that 
Native  Office  which  had  been  so  generally  con- 
demned by  the  House.  For  there  must  be 
some  kind  of  departmental  establishment  under 
the  command  of  the  Governor  to  carry  his 
policy  into  execution.  So  far  their  resolution 
differed  from  that  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Uangitikei,  because  that  gave  up 
to  the  Governor  the  initiation  as  well  as  the 
decision  of  all  Native  questions. 

Mr.  FOX. — Only  of  Imperial  not  of  Native 
questions. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  considered  all  Native 
questions  might  involve  Imperial  interests.  But 
he  confessed  he  never  could  distinctly  under- 
stand what  the  meaning  of  that  resolution  was, 
because  at  the  end  it  said  "  that  the  interests 
of  the  Imperial  Government  and  of  the  Natives 
themselves,  as  well  as  of  the  colony,  require 
that — reserving  to  the  Governor  both  the  initia- 
tion and  decision  of  questions  where  Imperial 
interests  are  concerned — the  ordinary  conduct 
of  Native  affairs  should  be  placed  under  the 
administration  of  Responsible  Ministers,"  mix- 
ing up  consultation  and  administration  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  the  administration  being 
given  to  tlie  Ministers  except  consultation  on 
matters  concerning  Imperial  interests.  Then, 
with  respect  to  expenditure,  which,  of  course,  he 
supposed  the  House  would  decline  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  so  far  as  it  properly  could.  Minis- 
ters had  proposed  a  something  which,  he 
thought,  went  far  beyond  the  resolution  of  the 
honourable  member  opposite.  It  amounted 
simply  to  this :  that  Ministers,  by  any  advice 
they  might  give,  should  not  be  held  to  bind  the 
colony  to  amy  liabihty  for  an^  expenditure  not 
first  voted  or  authorized  by  this  House ;  putting 
^Ministers,  in  fact,  iinder  a  pledge  in  all  dealings 
Ur.  Domett 


with  the  QoTemot  not  to  agree  to  any  mco^ 
expenditure  which  this  House  had  not  pt»- 
vioQsly  authorised.  He  now  oame  to  what  vat 
called  the  Native  poUcy  of  Sir  Oecnge  Gtt^j 
and,  first,  he  would  state  in  most  distinct  tetmt 
that  he  did  not  consider  himself  bound  in  taj 
way  to  bring  in  any  new  scheme  or  poliiey  at 
all.    The  late  Miiustry  having  resigniad  on  a 

Suestion  of  certain  relations  between  them  sod 
lie  Governor,  before  any  condemnation,  or  «na 
discussion,  of  their  scheme  was  come  to  in  tUi 
House,  the  present  Ministry  did  not  take  tbair 
places  on  any  ground  of  condemning  thor 
scheme  or  mode  of  carrying  it  out.  There  wm  a 
general  feeling  in  the  House  that  Sir  Qtotgb 
Grey  should  he  supported.  There  seemed  to 
be  no  possibility  of  forming  a  GoremmentfnM 
either  of  the  pcuties  holding,  or  supposed  to 
hold,  extreme  views  on  either  side.  In  this 
emergency  he  had  tried  to  form  a  party  of  meD 
of  moderate  views.  He  had  not  sought  foe 
office  or  power — it  had  been  thrust  npon  him. 
But  with  respect  to  the  honourable  membos 
who  were  called  the  wax  party — he  supposed 
because  their  news  were  opposed  to  those  of 
honourable  members  on  the  opposite  benches- 
he  did  not  believe  any  of  them  held  the  ox- 
treme  views  that  were  attributed  to  them.  Hs 
did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  one  in  this 
House,  or  in  the  colony  at  this  time,  that  pio- 
fessed  a  war  policy ;  and  Jie  defied  any  honour- 
able member  to  prove  that  it  had  been  held 
since  England  had  determined  that  war  should 
not  be  carried  on,  and  that  Governor  Browne'* 
ultimatum  should  not  be  enforced.  This  Houss 
was  not  an  independent  power ;  and  if  Engiand, 
the  supreme  power,  took  the  question  ont  of 
their  hands,  and  said  the  result  which  they  da* 
sired  should  be  obtained  by  some  other  means 
than  they  would  have  chosen,  and  in  some  other 
way,  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  give  up  tb* 
way  first  intended,  even  though  they  thought  H 
the  best,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  it  hj  th* 
next  best  and  only  possible  way.  But  he  did 
not  care  to  deny  that  he  still  believed  that,  if 
the  Natives  had  been  taught  first  to  respeel 
the  power  of  English  arms,  the  sohemes  proposed 
for  their  benefit  would  have  had  much  faottir 
chance  of  success.  That  much  hewonldn^; 
but  he  would  not  say  that,  since  Kngl>nii  bad 
decided  that  one  way  of  settling  the  Nathw 
question  should  not  be  carried  out,  they  wen 
not  to  help  to  settle  the  matter  in  the  only 
manner  England  would  allow  of.  Now,  aa  iit 
as  the  introduction  of  civil  institntions  among 
the  Natives  constituted  a  Native  policy,  hewas 
certain  that  all  his  colleagues  had  been  always 
in  favour  of  such  a  policy.  If  that  was  a  policy, 
he  maintained  that  it  was  everybody's  pcdicy. 
It  did  not  belong  to  the  Governor,  or  to 
the  late  Ministry,  or  to  Mr.  Fenton — it  wai  a 
thing  everybody  had  long  wished  to  sea 
effected  ;  and  the  dispute  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
idea  was  mere  triviality.  He  was  not  quite  suza 
that  he  {Mr.  Domett)  did  not  himself,  in  the 
Nelson  Examiner,  in  1846,  on  Sir  George  Grey's 
arrival,  in  enumerating  the  duties  he  would 
have  to  perform,  particularly  mention,  amoi^! 
others,  that  of  inventing  and  introducing  insti* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.] 


Native  Affain. 


[HOUSE.] 


Native  Affaire. 


m 


for  ocmfemng  ReU-goyemment  on  the 
Datives.    He  was,  of  oonrse,  meiely  speiUdng 
«|  tlie  general  idea  of  the  thing.     The  real 
•ndit,  l^ter  all,  rested  with  those  who  ooold 
mBJ  into  effect  the  introduction  of  a  system  of 
tew  and  order,  and  wodc  it  ont  sacoessfolly  in 
detail ;  and  he  wotdd  readily  give  to  every  one, 
jnchiding  the  late  Ministry,  any  praise  they 
deserved  for  what  they  had  done  already  in  the 
initiatian  of  the  system.     But,  next,  as  to  the 
mode  of  inttodaeing  it,  everybody  of  ordinary 
edaeatioB  and  average   intellect  knew  &at, 
in  attempting  to  intoodnoe  civil  institntions 
smong  naoivuiaed  or  savage  tribes,  one  mnst 
look  ont  for  any  germs  or  nnorgejiized  rudi- 
ments of  social  government  already  existing 
among  themselves!     That  remark  of  the  most 
philosophical  of  England's   statesmen  —  Ed- 
mmid  Burke — that  the  English  Constitution 
was  a  growth,  would  have  led  any  ono  to  this 
idea.    As  in  building  a  house  so  in  building  or 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  Constitution,  you 
most  begin  upon  the  solid  ground,  not  upon 
«  made  earth."    He  did  not  see  that  there  wm 
mnoh  claim  to  any  particular  ownership  in  the 
Kstive  scheme  so  far  as  it  attempted  to  cany 
cat  that  well-known  and  universal  principle. 
The  runanga,  chieftainship,  and  perhaps  even 
mana  were  such  elementanr  rudiments.     With 
leepect  to  the    construction  of   the   present 
scheme,  he  thought,  if  it  required  emy  particu- 
lar modification — he  did  not  mean  to  speak 
with  very  great  certainty  on  that  subject — it 
was  in  the  direction  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  in  that  speech  of 
his  on  Wednesday  night,  which  would  always 
be  considered  a  memorable  event  in  that  House 
on  acooont  of    its   great   eloquence,  beauty, 
and  high  intellectual  power ;   and  the  reason 
he  had  not  recorded  his  vote  in  favour  of  the 
honourable  member's  resolutions  was  because 
they  were  either  not  general  enough  or  not 
specific  enou^.     He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
general  tone  and  spirit  of  them  ;  but,  as  they 
went  to  a  certain  extent  into  particulars  about 
which  there  mi^ht  be  doubt,  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  tied  up  in  this  respect  by  giving  an  absolute 
vote  in  their  favour.     StUl,  he  thought  any 
improvement  of  the  present  scheme  should  be 
in  that  direction.     He  thought  that,  where  a 
race  like  the  Natives  was  located  in  the  midst 
«f  a  race  so  much  above  them  in  civilization, 
the  former  would  advance  more  rapidly  than  if 
isolated,  with  only  a  small  governing  body  of 
ihe  more  advanced  race  above  them  as  rulers, 
as  in  some  other  English  colonies.    It  was  not 
to  be  supposed  they  would  be  long  satisfied 
vrith  institutions  so  inferior  to  those  enjoyed 
'  by  the  superior  race.     The  institutions  that 
had  been  offered  to  the  Natives  could  in  no 
OMebe  considered  much  higher  than  County 
Boards  or  vestry  meetings  among  ourselves. 
And  it  was  obvious  that  institntions  of  this  in- 
ferior character  could  not  have  much  attrac- 
tion for  the  heads  of  a  x>eople  banded  toge- 
ther for  the  purpose  of  estabushing  a  separate 
'  nationality,  with  a  king  and  Oovemment  and 
ticops  of  tiheir  oWn,     County  B<)ards  or  parish 
>  offioes  would  Boacealy-«(H)teint  them  wtien  they 


had  been  indulging  in  ideas  of  ofiSoes  and  ^Ug. 
nitaries  so  mucm  higher.  Therefore  he  agreed 
with  the  honourable  member  fo;  Ellesmere 
that  something  more  was  required  than  the 
present  system  gave,  to  win  any  adherents  of 
tiie  king  movement ;  andt  he  saw  nothing  ab- 
stractly ridiculous  in  the  idea  of  making 
Native  provinces  with  Superintendents,  nor 
even  in  having  Natives  sitting  here  in  tite 
Legislature  among  us,  though  the  great  prac- 
tical difScultv  which  would  render  it  useless  at 
present  would  be  their  not  understanding  the 
Knglish  tongue.  He  could  not  but  say  that 
the  attention  of  the  Oovemment  ought  to  ha 
directed  to  contriving  some  kind  of  means  foe 
the  execution  of  plans  of  a  higher  character, 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  establishment  of  a 
higher  council,  in  which  the  sujierior  chiefa 
might  sit,  presided  over  by  the  Minister  for 
Native  Affairs  or  some  other  high  Europega 
officer.  He  could  not  but  think  that  were 
might  be  means  invented  which  would  offer 
very  much  greater  attractions  to  the  chiefa 
engaged  in  the  king  movement  than  any  con- 
tained in  the  present  scheme.  He  would  mak^ 
a  remark  on  another  point.  Not  having  for 
many  years  meddled  much  in  Native  affairs, 
he  spoke  with  diffidence ;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
apparent  that  the  system  had  been  pressed  too 
rapidly  <Lnd  urgently  upon  the  Natives  in  many 
psfts  of  the  country,  and  that  the  village 
runangaa,  though  considered  by  some  compe- 
tent persons  to  be  the  necessary  germ  of  insti- 
tutions that  would  be  successful,  had  been  ex- 
cited too  much  into,  not  to  say  a  dangerous, 
but  a  detrimental  activity.  A  kind  of  rash  of 
runangas  hod  broken  out  all  over  the  face  of 
the  country ;  they  had  taken  the  Natives  from 
all  their  usual  industrial  pursuits.  He  judged 
this  by  the  reports  printed  in  the  papers  before 
the  House.  He  should  propose  that  muoh 
more  attention  should  be  given,  and  reliance 
placed,  on  another  point  connected  with  Native 
policy,  which  he  believed  had  been  suggested 
"by  the  late  Ministry — namely,  to  introduce  to 
as  lafge  an  extent  as  they  could  companies  of 
English  immigrants.  He  would  plant  settle- 
ments on  the  outskirts  of  all  the  old  settled 
districts  in  this  Island,  something  in  the  style 
of  the  pensioner  settlements  formerly  esta- 
blished, but  not  composed  so  much  of  invalided 
or  old  men,  but  of  men  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
vigour.  By  this  plan  greater  security  would 
be  afforded,  emd  it  would  be  one  of  the  best 
ways  of  getting  rid  of  the  iHresent  difficulty. 
This,  of  course,  was  a  plan  that  could  only  be 
carried  out  to  any  useful  extent  at  consideraUe 
outlay ;  and  he  should  propose,  if  he  stayed  in 
his  present  place,  to  give  the  Governor  power 
to  raise  a  loan  of  at  least  a  million  to  carry  out 
the  scheme  effectually.  As  every  immigrant 
contributed  £8  a  year  to  the  Customs  revenue, 
they  might  bring  out  men  ffliongh  to  pay  the 
interest  on  that  money — at  all  events,  after  the 
first  year  or  so.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
late  Ministry  had  done  in  this  direction,  bat 
the  ^lan  was  one  which  the  Oovemor  Viirnrmlf 
oertamly  approved  of.  Out  of  the  same  sum 
might  be  lotmd  the  means  of  em^oying  Nsr 
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JtiTes  in.  makine  roada.  The  pioject  was,  no 
doubt,  a  .diffiomt  one,  which  would  involve  a 
great  deal  of  oonsidleration,  commonioation 
with  the  Superintendents  of  provinces,  and 
probably  also  with  the  Home  Oovenunent; 
and  therefore,  having  only  just  come  into 
office,  he  could  not  pretend  to  say  he  had  any 
ottt-and-dried  scheme,  perfect  in  detail,  to  intro- 
dnoe  to  the  House.  Of  course,  after  having 
stated  what  he  thought  were  the  relations  that 
.should  be  maintained  between  the  Ministry 
vid  the  Governor,  they  should  not  attempt  to 
go  on  with  any  of  these  plans  unless  cordially 
agreed  to  by  His  Excellency,  so  as  to  be  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  bis  own.  There  was  an- 
'other  subject  on  which  a  strong  feeling  existed, 
which  he  hardly  need  say  much  about  on  the 

Present  occasion — the  condition  of  Taranaki. 
he  honourable  member  lately  at  the  head  of 
the  Qovemment  had  made  a  statement  to  the 
House  with  respect  to  that  with  which  he 
{[Mr.  Domett)  found  no  fault  whatever.  He 
could  not  say  Ministers  would  give  such  advice 
to  the  Oovemor  as  might  have  for  its  result  to 
precipitate  him  against  his  will,  or  at  a  time 
when  his  judgment  disapproved,  into  any  kind 
of  war  with  the  Natives  of  that  place  —  this 
matter  must  be  left  entirely  to  the  Governor 
himself ;  but  he  could  say  this — that  the  Go- 
vernor felt  strongly  that  uiat  settlement,  if  it 
remained  in  its  present  state,  was  not  onlpr  a 
blot  and  a  disgrace  to  the  British  reputation, 
but  that  it  was  his  decided  opinion  that  it 
would  have  a  most  deleterious  efiect  wherever 
it  should  be  heard — at  the  Cape,  in  India,  and 
any  other  colony  where  Englishmen  were  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  coloured  races — and  that 
he  fully  recognized  the  desirability  of  putting 
an  end  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  lamenta]>le 
Btate  of  things  at  Taranaki.  More  than  that  he 
(Mr.  Domett)  could  not  say  at  present.  There 
were  other  matters  connected  with  Native 
policy  to  be  considered,  but  he  was  not  prepared 
at  present  to  make  any  statement  reggird- 
ing  them.  He  had  now  only  to  t£ank 
the  House  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  heard  him  through  these  somewhat  d^ 
observations,  and  to  move  the  resolution. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  rela- 
tions betwen  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor  and 
his  BMponsible  Advisers  should  rest  upon  the 
following  basis :  (1.)  That  Ministers  should,  in 
conformity  with  the  Boyal  Instructions,  advise 
the  Oovemor  in  Native  afiairs,  as  well  as  in 
colonial  affairs,  whenever  His  Excellency  de- 
sires to  obtain  such  advice,  and  should  also 
tender  advice  on  all  occasions  of  importance 
when  they  deem  it  their  duty  in  the  interests 
of  the  oolong  to  do  so.  (2.)  That  Ministers 
should,  at  His  Excellency's  lequest,  undertake 
the  administration  of  Native  affairs,  reserving 
to  His  Excellency  the  decision  in  all  matters 
of  Native  policy.  (3.)  That,  as  the  decision  in 
all  matters  o.f  Native  policy  is  with  EUs  Excel- 
lency, the  advii;e  of  Ministers  shall  not  be 
held  to  bind  the  colony  to  any  liability,  past 
or  future,  in  connection  with  Native  affairs 
beyond  the  eimount  authorized  or  to  be  au- 
thorised by  the  House  of  B^resentatives. 
itr.DoHuU 


Major  BICHABDSON  seconded  the  motiao. 

Mr.  FITZOERALD  moved  the  adjoammaat 
of  the  debate,  in  order  that  the  House  mi^ 
have  time  to  consider  the  despatches  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  to  make  up  its  miiid  oa 
one  of  the  most  critical  positions  in  which  the 
colony  had  ever  been  placed.  Under  the  dr- 
cufflstances  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  fcr 
a  wedc,  and  in  the  meantime  they  might  ea  ob 
with  other  business,  which,  he  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedm  (Mr.  Dick), 
had  been  too  much  set  aside  this  session. 

Mr.  FOX  seconded  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to, .  and  debate  adjomned 
accordingly. 

MAORI  MESSENOEB. 
Mr.  COLENSO — in  moving  the  following  mo- 
tion :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  the  Government  send 
called  the  Maori  Messenger,  printed  for  sod 
circulated  among  the  Maoris,  should  be  jdaeed 
under  proper  supervision  and  made  as  effective 
as  possible  {vtde  articles  3  and  4  of  Ma^, 
and  article  3,  page  6,  of  3'nly,  1862) — said,  m 
rising  to  bring  before  the  House  the  motiao 
standing  in  his  name,  he  would  assure  tbs 
House  he  did  so  uninfluenced  by  any  party  at 
political  feeling ;  he  did  so  for  the  good  of  the 
Maoris,  and  therefore  for  the  good  of  the 
colony.  They  had  heard  it  repeatedly  said, 
and  very  recently  most  eloquently,  that  "Su 
pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword."  If  w, 
then,  in  passing  Acts  to  exclude  powder  sal 
arms  from  the  Maoris,  how  much  more  needful 
was  it  to  exclude  that  much  more  powerful 
weapon,  the  ill-directed  pen  I  He  was  very  bt 
from  ga^iging  the  Press ;  but  here,  if  anywhtn, 
he  oonsidereid  it  needful  to  exercise  a  comet 
though  delicate  censorship,  so  that  nothii^ 
infle^imatory  or  false  should  go  forth  to  tha 
Natives.  Eor  if  any  supervision  was  anywhen 
necessary  such  was  required  here,  in  order  t» 
make  the  Maori  Press  what  it  should  be-s 
powerful  auxiliary  for  good.  It  was  pretty  mil 
known  that  for  some  considerable  time  put 
the  Government  serial  he  referred  to  had  not 
been  so  well  conducted  as  it  should  be.  He  did 
not  make  a  complaint  of  any  one  error,  bnt  of 
the  often  giving  a  different  construction  in  the 
Maori  tongue  to  the  whole  of  English  tes- 
tences  in  the  translation.  He  oomplainad  of 
the  general  manner  in  which  that  serial  wis 
conducted.  And  here  he  might  be  allowed  t» 
state,  for  tdie  information  of  several  honconbla 
members,  that  he  had  had  a  great  deal  to  d» 
in  the  matter  of  printing  and  tranalattng  bs 
the  Maoris.  At  one  time  he  had  endMvoaied 
to  get  Maori  printing  executed  in  England,  bat 
it  did  not  answer ;  for  such  was  the  peooStf 
construction  of  the  language  that  a  mare  typo- 
graphical error  of  only  one  lett^  in  a  void 
quite  changed  that  word  and  perhaps  the^tole 
sentence.  When  the  Moon  MesBeiiger  «*s 
commenced  a  large  number  of  them  wen 
regularly  sent  to  him  for  distribntian  among 
the  Maoris  in  the  District  of  Hawke's  Bay. 
The  Maoris  were  very  ^lad  to  get  them  then— 
they  were  both  interesting  and  inatmotivB ;  bat 
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now  they  looked  npon  them  with  dismay.  They 
had  frequently  contained  foolish  things,  and 
sometimes  words  of  a  most  disgraceful  kind. 
Ifc.  FOX.— What  words  ? 
Mr.  COLENSO.— Curses— songs— which  in 
one  part  of  the  Island,  among  the  unsteady 
portion  of  the  Maoris,  night  do  well  enon^, 
while  in  others  were  su^  as  conld  not  be 
spoken  without  danger  of  blood.  They  all  knew 
&B  effects  of  certain  songs  in  Ireland  at  par- 
tioolar  periods,  and  the  anger  and  blooduied 
which  they  frequently  led  to:  such,  Uiough 
containing  much  worse  language,  were  many  of 
the  Maori  songs  and  recitations.  Further,  there 
were  errors  of  selection,  errors  of  translation, 
and  gross  typographical  errors.  In  order  to 
reduce  his  observations  within  as  small  a  com- 
pai»  as  possible  he  had  ti^en  the  last  two 
serials — which  he  had  borrowed — to  base  his 
arguments  upon.  In  page  3  of  the  number  for 
May  last  there  was  a  notice  to  this  effect — 
spiking  of  the  meeting  at  Wellington  of  the 
General  Assembly  it  read  in  English  Ihus : — 

"Native  affairs  of  a  weighty  character  will 
be  discussed  in  the  forthcoming  session  of  the 
chief  council  of  the  nation;  but  the  Maori 
tribes  may  rest  assured  that  their  interests 
will  be  strictly  guarded  by  Sir  Qeorge  Qrey  and 
his  Besponsible  Advisers."  I 

Kow,  no  one  would  find  any  faalt  with  this ; 
bat  how  is  it  in  Maori  ?  [Here  the  honourable 
member  read  the  Maori  from  the  serial.]  Of 
the  Maori  he  had  made  a  careful  and  literal 
translation — that  was : — 

"  Therein  will  be  split  ap  burdensome  mat- 
ters concerning  the  Maori  side — that  is  to  say, 
within  this  chief  runanga  of  the  people ;  never- 
theless, let  the  Maori  people  understand  that 
their  part  will  be  well  watched  by  Qovemor  Sir 
George  Grey,  together  with  his  Ministers,  who 
are  of  one  way  of  speaking  with  himself." 

Now,  this  was  widely  different.  Here,  in 
English,  we  have  the  word  "discuss,"  which, 
he  believed,  if  Johnson's  dictionary  were  looked 
into,  would  be  found  to  mean  to  examine,  to 
ventilate,  or  to  consider. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Ta  talk  about. 
Mr.  COLENSO.— Jost  so— talk  about;  but 
here  it  is  rendered  in  Maori  to  "  split  up,"  as 
the  splitting,  sundering,  or  dividing  of  tmiber 
into  pieces ;  while  the  "  weighty  " — wnich  meant 
important,  of  consequence  —  was  rendered  in 
Maori  as  if  it  meant  heavy,  burdensome. 
*'  Burdensome  matters  will  be  split  up  "  I  He 
very  well  understood  how  the  error  had  ori- 
ginated—through the  translator's  mistaking  the 
true  meaning  of  the  words  "  discuss "  and 
"  weighty."  The  true  meaning  of  the  word  "  dis- 
cuss," as  there  used ,  looked  much  as  if  the  trans- 
lator at  the  time  wad  t.hinlriTig  of  the  discussing 
of  a  fowl.  "  Burdensome  matters  concerning  the 
Maori  {leople  will  be  split  up  by  this  great 
mnanga — the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zea- 
land ;  nevertheless,  let  the  Maori  people  under- 
stand." Here,  again,  much  hinged  on  this  word 
-otiro  (nevertheless),  ooupled  with  the  foregoing 
statement,  and  by  mohto  (understand)  follow- 
ing, which  was  further  supported  by  the  words 
"  well  watched  "  on  the  pact  of  the  Oovamor 


and  his  Ministers.  Now,  when  the  "  distrust " 
of  the  Maoris  vras  considered,  together  with  the 
peculiar  oharaoteristio  traits  of  jealousy  and 
suspicion,  sorely  saoh  a  trsmslation  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  ver^  wrong  impression  to  give 
the  Natives,  Partaeolarly,  too,  if,  as  we  had 
often  heard,  the  Maoris  were  to  look  to  this 
House  for  good,  and  to  learn  to  respect  it.  The 
next  matter  he  should  oall  their  attention  to 
would  be  found  immediately  following  the  last, 
and  in  the  same  numbu.  It  was  headed 
"  Maori  Discretion,"  and  was  concerning  the 
races  at  Hawke's  Bay.  After  praising  the 
Maoris  for  not  going  to  the  races,  kc,  it  went 
on  to  say,  in  conclusion,  in  English,  "  But  this 
shows  how  wise  the  Maoris  at  Hawke's  Ba^ 
were  in  staying  away  from  places  where  *  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners.' "' 
With  the  English  no  man  could  or  ought  to 
find  fault,  although  it  did  seem  muoh  more  fit 
to  have  come  from  the  pulpit ;  but  what  was  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  corresponding  para* 
graph  in  Maori  ?  It  was  amplified — stultified, 
he  might  justiy  call  it — "  Lo  1  but  this,  who 
indeed  shall  declare  the  understanding  of  the 
men  of  Ahuriri  I  who  here  stopped  up  the  road 
to  evil  (and  who)  rebuked  it,  that  Maoris  should 
not  go  to  those  places,  because  their  '  evil  com- 
munications corrupt  good  manners.' "  Now, 
this  article,  apart  from  being  founded  on'  what 
was  not  true,  gave  very  great  offence  to  the 
people  at  Hawke's  Bay,  and  rightiy  so,  when 
they  considered  who  were  at  the  races.  Nearly 
all  the  aristocracy  of  the  place  were  there ;  the 
ladies  were  there ;  the  Commissioner  of  Crovm 
Lands,  the  military  officers,  the  Government 
officers,  and  the  Magistrates  were  there.  Yet 
this  paragraph  said  to  the  Maoris  that  evil  was 
there. 

Mr.  POX. — Was  not  the  Provincial  Treasurer 
and  Provincial  Auditor  there  ? 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  could  answer  the 
honourable  member  that  the  Provincial  Tresr- 
surer  was  not  there.  Every  year  the  races  were 
the  holiday  of  the  place,  and  were  as  well  con- 
ducted as  races  were  anywhere.  They  were  held 
on  a  clearing,  kindly  given  for  the  purpose  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands.  EUs  com- 
plaint against  this  paragraph  was,  that  it  was 
based  upon  what  was  not  true,  as  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  races  of  such  a 
tendency;  and  that  the  people  of  Hawke's  Bay 
might  very  justiy  complain.  Again,  in  the  July 
number,  pe^e  6,  there  was  an  account  of  the  visit 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  to  the 
Ahuriri.  Asbefore,  it  was  given  in  English  and 
Maori,  in  a  serial  published  by  authority.  A 
charge  of  a  very  serious  nature  was  made  against 
Governor  Browne.  Mr.  Fox  took  up  the  Na- 
tive's speech  and  never  denied  it.  He  (Mr. 
Colenso)  should  have  liked  Mr.  Fox  to  have 
said  a  few  words  on  that  occasion  to  set  them 
right.  Renateb,  of  notoriety,  said  ■*  they  be> 
lieved  that  when  Governor  Browne  should  be 
done  fighting  at  Taranaki  he  would  make  an 
excuse  to  begin  at  Ahuriri,  and  destroy  them 
all ;  therefore  they  joined  the  king,  and  sym- 
pathized with  the  war  party  at  Taranaki  ;" 
while  it  was  well  known  they  joined  the  king 


Digitized  by 


Google 


530 


Maori  Meisenger. 


[HOUSE.]         Maori  Messenger.         [AnQ.8 


'  party  very  long  before.  And  this  was  unnoticed 
by  Mr.  Fox,  although,  from  the  report,  Mr.  Fox 
had  been  twice  solicited  by  Renata  to  speak 
about  the  matter.  He  would  now  come  down 
a  little  further  in  the  same  page,  and  they  would 
find  a  little  bit  more  about  Waitara  and  Wai- 
kato.  Why  was  it  that  this  little  bit  was  not 
in  English  as  it  was  in  MsMri  7  What  was  the 
meaning  of  it ;  or  was  it  an  error  ?  In  EngKsh  it 
lead,  "Mr.  Fox  said  that  the  Oovemor  wished 
very  much  to  have  that  inquired  into ; "  in 
Maori  it  was,  "  Mr.  Fox  said  that  the  Oovemor 
wished  very  much  to  have  that  error  (he)  ex- 
amined by  the  mhakawa  (judgment)."  While  a 
little  further  on  they  were  told,  in  an  explana- 
toty  sentence,  "  Ara  ma  nga  Maori  ma  ratou  ta 
tilranga,  te  mana  o  tera  whenna  o  Waitara." 
That  was  to  say, "  For  the  Maoris  is  the  maimer 
(of  doing  ?)  and  the  mana  of  that  land  of  Wai- 
tara." So  that,  according  to  this,  the  case  was 
decided.  The  late  Oovemor  was  said  to  have 
oommitted  an  error ;  and  Mr.  Fox  admitted  that 
the  mana — ^whatever  that  was — of  Waitara  was 
with  the  Maoris.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
keep  in  mind  that  he  did  not  bring  this  resolu- 
tion forward  in  a  party  spirit ;  very  far  from  it. 
He  had  year  by  year  been  endeavouring  to  bring 
about  the  results  he  aimed  at  by  it.  The  serial 
wanted,  and  had  ever  wanted,  a  conducting  head 
and  intellect.  In  this  late  number — May,  already 
referred  to — there  was  also  a  despatch  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  acknowledging  in  the  most 
gracious  manner  the  receipt  of  an  address  from 
the  Maori  chiefs  at  Poverty  Bay,  which  he  told 
His  Excellency  Sir  Qeorge  Orey  had  been  for- 
waided  by  them  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  in 
New  Zealand.  Now,  those  were  the  very  chiefs 
who,  a  few  months  before  sending  their  address, 
insulted  Governor  Browne  when  he  visited 
them.  With  the  permission  of  the  House  he 
would  refer  to  the  late  Oovemor's  Despatch 
No.  1,  E.  No.  1.    Colonel  Browne  soys, — 

*'  The  Natives,  having  been  advised  that  the 
purchase  of  Native  land  by  Europeans  after  the 
Proclamation  referred  to  was  illegal,  reclaim  all 
that  they  sold  subsequent  to  that  date  ;  and  no 
arguments  appear  to  have  any  weight  with  them. 
They  were  much  wanting  in  courtesy  to  myself, 
stating  that  previous  Gkivemors  had  been  afraid 
to  visit  them,  and  wishing  to  know  why  I  did 
so.  They  objected  to  the  Union  Jack  hoisted 
at  the  Magistrate's  residence  during  my  stay ; 
said  they  should  not  recognize  the  Queen,  and 
that,  unless  I  visited  them  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
storing the  lands  which  the  Europeans  had 
cheated  them  out  of,  they  did  not  wish  to  see 
me — that  I  might  return  from  whence  I  came, 
and  take  my  English  Magistrate  vrith  me.  The 
Bev.  Leonard  Williams  (a  son  of  the  Bishop  of 
Waiapu),  who  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  this  valley,  acted  as  my  interpreter ;  and, 
guided  by  his  opinion,  I  merely  gave  a  short 
reply,  saying  that,  although  the  Europeans  had 
acted  contrary  to  the  law  in  purchasing  their 
land,  they  (the  Maoris)  had  not  the  lees  received 
a  price  for  it,  and  that  it  was  now  the  property  of 
the  Orown.  I  then  took  my  departure,  leaving 
Mr.  Williams  to  explain  to  the  Natives  the  folly 
of  such  misconduct,  and  informing  them  that, 
Kr.  CoUmo 


unless  they  expressed  their  regret  for  it  throng 
him,  I  should  withdraw  the  Magistrate,  and 
leave  them  to  continue  in  that  barbarism  bom 
which  BO  large  a  part  of  their  oountrymen  bad 
emerged.  ...  In  conclusion,  I  have  de- 
termined to  watt  till  the  next  mail  arrives  fmt 
Tanranga ;  and,  if  I  do  not  than  receive  any  in- 
formation which  may  induce  me  to  altw  ny 
intention,  I  shall  withdraw  the  Magistrate,  who 
has  expressed  to  me  in  writing  his  inability  to 
perform  his  duties  satisfactorily  to  himself  at 
with  adequate  benefit  to  the  commanity  inwhidi 
he  resides." 

Now,  they  all  knew  what  followed :  the  Oo- 
vemor withdrew  the  Magistrate.  With  pet- 
mission  he  would  also  refer  to  an  enclosure-ilo. 
2 — in  the  above  despatch,  being  a  memorandom 
by  the  Land  Clums  Commissioner  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell).  'Riat  gentleman  had  also  been  ta 
Tauranga,  and  in  his  report  he  said, — 

"  For  some  time  past  there  has  been  growing 
up  a  desire  on  their  part  to  repossess  themselmt 
of  the  lands  they  had  sold.  .  .  .  The^ 
opened  the  discussion  by  a  very  decided  intima- 
tion of  their  intention  to  resume  all  the  land; 
but,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  position,  they 
adopted  a  course  quite  novel — ^namely,  that  a 
repudiating  their  sales,  commencing  with  Uie 
claim  of  the  Bishop  of  Waiapu,  which  I  had 
always  understood  to  be  disputed  by  nobody. 
On  the  whole,  I  could  not  but  arrive  at  anna- 
favourable  opinion  of  the  Natives.  I  never heaid 
anjrwhere  such  language  used  about  the  Qoeai'i 
authority,  law,  government.  Magistrates,  and 
the  like." 

These  very  Natives  who  behaved  in  that  man- 
ner subsequently  sent  a  coaxing  kind  of  lettK 
to  Her  Majesty,  and  a  most  gracious  reply  easM 
out.  They  were  told  in  English  that  the  QtHa 
was  pleased  to  receive  their  petition  veir  gn- 
ciously ;  and  that  the  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  "will  be  read  with  profound  intent 
by  the  Maori  people  " — which  sentence  in  Slatn 
is  given  in  most  grandiloquent  langtiage — up  to 
the  very  skies — thus  (close  translation) :  "  trill 
be  read  by  the  Maori  people  exalted  above  liy 
(upon  the  superstratum  of)  the  oonsidenooB 
of,  the  chiefest  joy;"  then  it  goes  on,  "and  tiia 
senders  will  be  rejoiced  to  the  very  utmoat," 
&o.  He  would  ask,  was  this  kind  of  thing  to  b» 
continued?  They  (the  Maoris)  insalted  Hit 
Oovemor  to  his  face ;  they  also  intuited  tk< 
Land  Claims  Commissioner  (Mr.  Dillon  Ball) 
more  grossly. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— They  did  not  insnlt 
me. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  (he  memorandum  which 
he  had  just  read  an  extract  from  certainly 
would  lead  to  the  opinion  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  FITZOERALD.— What  are  the  rtumt 
of  those  chiefs  7 

Mr.  COLENSO.  — Now  that  the  qaeatien 
had  be«n  raised  by  honourable  membna  wfatt 
their  names  were,  led  him,  in  replying,  to 
notice  another  report.  Appended  to  tie 
Tauranga  letter  to  the  Queen  were  the  names  of 
a  doien  chiefs  of  four  large  tribes,  and  it  so 
happened  thatthe  last  nabme  waathatof  aptin- 
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\4gpal  chief  of  the  KgatUnhtrngrmu  Tribe,  Te 

Waizoa,  and  Table  Cape.    Now,  this  veiy  indi- 

yidxai  was  spolcen  of  in  the  report  of  the  Civil 

CcnnmissioneTof  Hawke'sBay  (Colonel  Bnssell) 

■as  •  kind  of  nobody,  soareely  worthy  of  notice — 

.  in  fact,  "  a  bottle  of  smoke."    This  very  report 

had  JDst  been  printed  at  Ebiwke's  Bay  in  the 

Etraid  paper  there ;  and  it  is  not  at  aU  onlikely 

tint  the  same  mail  would  take  to  the  Wairoa 

:the  serial  containing  the  gracious  letter  from 

the   Duke    of    Newcastle,    and   the   precious 

notice  by  the  Civil  Commissioner.    What  could 

Natives  think  of  such  proceedings  on  the  part 

of  the   Government?    Those   things  became 

really  sickening  when  yon  came  to  think'  of 

them.    However,   he  would   not   detain   the 

House  much  longer ;  but  he  really  wished  the 

«vil  he  oomplained  of  to  be  cured.    In  several 

numbers  of  the  serial  there  were  dreadfully 

.dry  disquisitions  about  law  —  such  a  subject 

and  such  translation  as  defied  all  atteinpts  to 

nndeistand  or  to  make  any  sense  of  it.    In  the 

nnmber  for  November  last  they  had  another 

dry  disquisition  on  the  power  of  law.    This, 

which  he  was  now  about  to  notice,  he  should 

not  have  known  had  it  not  been  x>ointed  out  to 

him  by  a  Native.    He  should  inform  the  House 

that    living  among    the  Maoris  were  several 

Europeans  who  r^d  the  English  side  of  the 

serial,  and  knew  a  little,  at  least,  of  what  was 

-on  the  Maori  side.   Well,  a  Native  had  come  to 

Um  (Mr.  Colenso)  and  had  asked  why  did  not 

the  Government  put  this  sentence  in  Maori,  in 

,  speaking  of  the  Magistrates  appointed  among 

them  (p&ge  3,  November,  1861) : — 

"  It  is  for  the  Governor  to  select  men  of 
patience,  integrity,  and  wisdom,  and  appoint 
them  Magistrates.  .  .  .  Their  knowledge  is 
obtained  from  the  book  wherein  their  laws  are 
written,  which  books  they  read  and  study  con- 
stantly." 

Now,  it  happens  that  paragraph  is  not 
put  in  the  Maori  language.  In  the  October 
nnmber  we  have  another  dry  chapter  on  law 
and  the  Magistrates,  and  are  also  told  that 
they  are 

"—men  who  have  been  engaged,  from  their 
youth  in  tiie  study  of  the  laws,  and  who,  from 
.good  character  and  honest  conduct,  are  seleoted 
by  the  Governor  to  administer  justice.  .  .  . 
These  gentlemen  are  not  select^,  as  is  the  case 
generally  among  the  Maoris  in  seleotii>g  their 
-chiefs,  because  their  fathers  are  Magistrates  or 
chieb,  or  because  they  are  rich ;  but  because, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  they  are  well 
•qnalified  by  education,  patience,  and  honesty  of 
purpose  to  judge  rightly  the  questions  brought 
Before  them." 

Cnfortnnately — for  the  Governor,  at  least — 
all  this  last  quoted  was  translated.  Honour- 
able members  might  judge  of  the  truth  of  that 
statement.  His  sole  object  in  bringing  forward 
this  resolution  was  to  have  the  serial  placed 
under  such  supervision  as  would  make  it 
-efficient,  as  no  greater  power  existed  for  the 
Qovemment  among  the  Natives  than  the  Press, 
rightly  used.  He  hoi>ed  the  House  would 
detaonine  tiiat  it  was  a  matter  of  grave 
aunuent  that  Hat  aothoziMd  serial  shoald  be 


placed  under  proper  supervision,  and  mode  as 
effective  for  good  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  had  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier.  He  thought  the  House  was 
indebted  to  that  gentleman  for  bringing  the 
matter  before  its  notice.  He  (Mr.  Richmond) 
would  not  follow  the  mover  into  a  detailed  ex- 
amination of  the  publication  under  discussion. 
He -was  not  anxious  to  press  the  charge  implied 
in  lome  part  of  the  criticisms  they  had  just 
heard,and,ii^eed,hewasnotqualifieda;baMaiori 
scholar  to  do  so.  The  references  of  the  mover 
did  point  to  a  charge  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment of  having  used  the  paper  as  a  party  organ. 
He  (Mr.  Richmond)  had  his  hand  on  other  pas- 
sages of  a  similar  colour ;  but  he  would  forbear 
quoting  them,  as  he  was  unable  to  believe  that 
tbe  late  Colonial  Secretary  and  Native  Minister 
really  meant  so  to  abuse  the  means  in  his  hands : 
he  gave  him  credit  for  a  real  desire  to  raise  the 
Maori  race,  however  that  might  have  been  over- 
laid and  poisoned  at  times  by  personal  and  party 
animosity.  But,  looking  at  the  general  chaiaotec 
of  the  Maori  Messenger  from  tbe  first  down  to 
this  day,  he  must  say  that  it  was  utterly  un- 
fitted to  get  hold  on  the  Native  people,  and  the 
very  dullest  and  dreariest  production  that  ever 
it  was  his  lot  to  read.  What  did  the  paper 
actually  contain?  Take  almost  any  number, 
and,  setting  aside  the  political  articles,  the  rest 
was  areprintof  Proclamations  from  the  NewZta- 
land  Gazette — a  publication  which  honourable 
members  of  that  House,  whose  business  it  wa« 
to  know  its  contents,  could  all  testify  was 
not  inviting  matter — and  dreary  preachiags  on 
the  most  hopeless  subjects,  and  often  false.  In 
the  number  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  had  in  his  hand 
was  a  sort  of  sermon  on  the  evils  of  smoking, 
absolutely  futile,  and  to  which  four-fifths  of  the 
members  of  that  House  gave  the  lie  in  their 
daily  practice.  No  human  being  could  ever 
open  such  a  thing  twice  except  from  curiosity 
to  see  the  sort  of  food  that  was  being  adminis- 
tered to  the  Maori  population.  It  was  re- 
markable that,  whilst  we  had  so  many  brilliant 
and  bold  propositions  for  giving  political  ma- 
chinery to  the  Maori — machinery  which  at  best 
was  experimental,  and  of  very  doubtful  value — 
ijiis  most  powerful  engine,  the  Press,  had  been 
forgotten  or,  at  least,  neglected.  It  was  a  quiet, 
unobtrusive  power ;  but,  ubed  well  and  con- 
scientiously, it  never  could  fail :  and  we  had  it 
ready  in  our  hands  to  apply  without  further  de- 
lay. It  might  not  be  a  good  subject  for  brilliant 
orations ;  but  if  in  proper  hands  its  action  was 
infallible.  It  had  been  well  said  that  one  source 
of  the  bitterness  of  the  Maori  at  this  hour  was 
the  disproportion  between  his  intelleotual  de- 
velopment and  his  physical  circumstances.  His 
intellect  had  been  stimulated  by  the  presence 
of  the  more  advanced  race,  but  not  fed  to  the 
same  extent.  He  had  cravings,  but  they  were 
not  answered.  He  was  absolutely  without  litera- 
ture. In  tiie  periodical  now  under  discussion 
we  had  a  means  for  remedying  this.  He  (Mr. 
Richmond)  did  not  think  that  a  directly  politi- 
cal organ  was  the  chief  thing  needed.  He  would 
wish  to  supply  foots  and  ideas  from  biography 
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and  science  thiongh  ihe  medimn  of  the  paper. 
And  in  one  thing  he  difieied  from  the  honouiable 
the  mover :  he  should  not  wish  to  preserve  in  it  the 
.  parity  of  the  Maori  tongue,  which  is  inadequate 
to  express  many  ideas  quite  faoniliar  to  our- 
selves, but  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  would  systemati- 
oally,  and,  so  to  speak,  with  mtJice  prepense, 
degrade  and  Anglicize  it,  so  as  by  a  sidewind  to 
lead  towards  the  acquisition  of  the  Elnglish 
language  and  ways  of  thinking.  The  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  had  shown 
'what  ticklish  ground  we  were  treating  in  writing 
on  the  agitating  political  questions  of  the  da^ — 
how  we  might  be  stereotyping  and  scattering 
over  the  whole  country  misconceptiona  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind.  The  subjects  he  (Mr. 
Biohmond)  had  suggested  might  be  handled 
with  less  ambiguity.  He  felt  sure  that  the 
Hon.  the  Native  Minister  would  agree  with 
him  in  the  importance  of  the  subject.  He  (Mr. 
Bichmond)  ventured  to  say  that  to  deal  properly 
with  such  an  organ  was  a  task  not  below  the 
highest  ability  in  the  country.  No  officer  or 
person  in  the  colony  would  be  more  powerful 
for  usefulness  than  the  editor  of  the  Maori 
Messenger  would  be,  if  he  were  a  person  who 
appreciated  and  was  equal  to  the  position. 
Ajid  this  brought  him  to  refer  to  another  matter. 
It  had  been  rumoured  that  the  person  now  in 
charge  of  the  paper  was  a  person  who  had  stood 
in  a  very  peculiar  and  equivocal  attitude  to- 
wards the  Govemmentand  the  Natives  of  late — 
a  person  who  was  a  great  master  of  ambiguity, 
and  several  of  whose  letters  of  doubtfully 
loyal  character,  addressed  to  Natives  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  were  to  be  seen  filed  in 
the  Native  Office.  If  that  were  the  case 
he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  must  say  that  at  least  a 
great  mistake  bad  been  made.  He  would  not 
say  that  in  dangerous  and  difficult  circum- 
stances it  might  not  be  right  to  buy  the  silence 
of  mischievous  persons.  He  would  go  as  far  as 
he  could  in  support  of  Qovemment,  considering 
our  weakness  and  our  danger,  if  they  thought 
necessary  to  act  in  this  way  ;  but  let  the  money 
be  paid  without  disguise,  as  hush-money.  To 
place  such  a  person  as  he  had  referred  to  in  a 
position  of  so  much  trust  and  power  as  the 
editorship  of  the  Government  paper  was  a  very 
great  nustake,  not  to  say  a  malversation  of 
trust. 

Mr.  FOX  said,  just  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  Sir  George  Grey  he  nad  seen  inflammatory 
articles  inserted  in  the  Maori  Messenger  with 
an  indiscretion  he  had  rarely  seen  equalled, 
and  had  never  seen  surpassed.  He  found 
dreary  disquisitions  on  law  m  it.  He  could  not 
imderstand  what  interest  it  would  be  to  know 
the  laws  of  Julius  Csesu  or  Queen  Boadicea, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  altered  or 
converted  into  a  Oatette.  When  he  had  time 
to  look  about  he  placed  the  conduct  of  the  serial 
in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  whose  knowledge 
of  the  Maori  language  was  not  surpassed  by 
any  other  man,  and  who  was  also  a  gentleman 
possessing  undoubted  ability  with  his  pen  when 
ne  chose  to  exercise  it.  The  only  instruction 
he  gave  him  was  to  make  it  more  interesting. 
XLe  considered  it  should  not  be  a  party  organ — 
Mr.  J.  C.  Biekmond 


it  should  be  an  organ  for  the  politicil  aai 
social  enlightenment  of  the  Maori  raoa.  He 
thought  the  honourable  member  hadinsoBis 
of  his  instances  been  hyperoriticaL  In  teiec. 
ence  to  himself,  he  said,  when  spoken  to  Ir; 
Benata  he  thouight  what  Benata  refsmdt» 
was  Governor  Browne's  he ;  but  he  dkl  not 
say  so  to  Benata.  He  believed  so  still,  lal 
believed  if  Governor  Browne's  plan  hid  Uu. 
carried  out  we  would  have  a  bloody  tti 
destructive  war  raging  from  one  end  of  th» 
Island  to  the  other. 

Mr.  BILLON  BELL  said  a  true  intetprett- 
tion  of  the  sentence  alluded  to  would  mean,  not 
error  nor  wrong,  but  trouble,  difficulty— s 
thing  to  be  settled.  That  was  what  he  aade- 
stood  by  "  he."  He  was  nanch  obliged  to  tb 
honourable  member  for  Kapier  fw  callii^ 
attention  to  the  subject ;  and  it  was  ons  of  & 
things  which  would  receive  the  eazliest  cm- 
sideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CABLBTON  said  the  gentleman  edilaig 
this  serial  laboured  for  a  long  time  past  mda 
great  obloquy,  the  greater  portion  of  whieblie 
(Mr.  Carleton)  believed  to  be  undeserved.  He 
believed  he  was  faithful  to  his  employen.  He 
had  a  very  strong  conviction  that  he  was  {le- 
viously  removed  from  the  editorship,  not  be 
any  fault,  but,  rather,  to  make  a  berth  foe  a 
peurtisan.  He  believed  that  the  editor  was  {«• 
fectly  trustworthy. 

Mr.  COLENSO,  in  replying,  expreoad  tbe 
belief  that  not  ozdy  the  Maori  Messenger,  hit 
Sir  George  Grey.'s  book  of  songs  emd  traditos, 
and  the  Maori  translation  of  "  Bobinson  Gra- 
soe,"  had  been  productive  of  injury  among  tin 
Natives,  as  well. as  publication  of  thspaitiof 
the  Old  Testament  containing  the  wan  of  tl» 
Jews. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LETTEB  PROM  BISHOP  OF  WELLCifr 
TON. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  asked  the  peimisiioBof 
the  House  to  read  a  letter  from  the  Bisho;<( 
Wellington  to  him,  which  he  wished  him  te 
have  read  at  the  time  he  moved  his  reaolDtioas; 
but  the  last  paragraph,  which  oontainad  to 
request,  being  over  the  page,  had  escaped  his  it- 
ten  tion. 

"  Bishop's  Honse,  Wellington, 
"  7th  August,  186S. 

"  Sib, — As  it  is  not  by  any  means  oetut 
that  any  member  of  the  House  of  Beiaeeestt- 
tives,  when  speaking  on  your  rasoIatioDi  (f 
yesterday,  will  defend  the  oonduot  of  the  nii- 
sionary  body,  which  you  impugned  aa  tii* 
ground  that  they  had  thrown  obatacles  in  tii» 
way  of  colonizatian,  I  trust  to  your  genendtf 
to  let  this  one  plea  be  heard  in  the  Boom 
during  the  course  of  the  debate. 

"  I  admit  that  your  own  position  as  legarit 
this  point  is  unassailable.  Yon  judge  the  con- 
duct of  the  missionaries  exactly  on  the  nm* 
principles  that  you  now  urge  the  euly  adi^j^Mi 
of  the  course  advised  in  your  raaolntioni.  I 
understand  you  to  say  broadly  that  the  Natins 
ought  at  once  to  have  been  admitted,  together 
with  the  colonists,  to  tbe  rights  and  ootiea 
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tamng  ont  of  the  Cosstitation  Act  of  1862.  I 
iiadeiBtand  yoa  to  attribute  mnch  Of  the  oon- 
fnsion  existing  at  present  in  Native  affaiis  to 
the  fact  that  they  were  not  at  once  leoognized 
to  be  as  fnlly  entitled  as  oniselTes  to  a  voice  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  country. 

"Toeing,  as  you  seem  to  do,  this  broad  view 
of  the  question,  I  can  find  no  fault  with  your 
eomplaint  against  the  missionaries  that  they 
Hi  not,  when  the  colonization  of  this  conntiy 
was  proposed,  at  once  recognize  the  oapaoity  of 
the  Maori  for  social  and  political  advancement, 
and  his  fitness  to  endure  contact  with  the 
lirtoes  and  vices  of  civilization.  Your  line  is 
oonastent,  I  allow ;  but  I  may  fairly  call  upon 
all  those  who  consider  the  policy  set  forth  in 
yonr  resolutions  as  premature  to  make  a  con- 
sidetable  allowance  for  the  missionaries,  who 
wished  to  defer  the  day  of  colonization  to  a 
time  when  the  lately-converted  Miyori  should  be 
strong  enough  to  bear  the  risk  of  contact  with 
theoolonist.  The  missionary  did  not  absolutely 
i^Me  all  colonization,  bat  simply  asked  for 
tune  to  train  and  educate  his  convert'  for  the 
great  trial  that  awaited  him. 

"  I  think  that  I  may  fairly  press  this  plea 
upon  all,  either  in  or  outside  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  who  may  charge  your  resoln- 
tums  with  being  premature,  and  unsuitable  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  Maori  race. 

"  If  no  defence  is  raised  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  body,  I 
would  request  yon  to  put  forward  this  as  one 
plea  ont  of  many  that  might  be  used. — I  have, 

AC,  "  C.  J.   WSLUNOTOK. 

"James  E.  FitzOerald,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Ac. 

ABDDCTION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  OABLETON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copies 
of  all  correspondence  concerning  the  abduction 
by  certain  Natives  of  the  wife  and  child  of 
James  Holden  from  his  bouse  at  the  Kerikeri, 
in  the  Bay  of  Islands  District. 

TRUSTEES  RELIEF  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Trustees  Relief  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse  on   the    Steam   Navigation    Bill   was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  following  re- 
solutions from  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Imptorement  of  the  Steam  Postal  Service : — 

"(l.\  Betolwid,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Ooounittee,  the  establishment  of  regular 
mcothly  steam  oonminnication  between  New 
Zealand  and  the  United  Kingdom  vi&  Panama 
is  calculated  to  confer  great  benefits  npon  this 


"(2.)  i2««oIve<f,  That,  considering  the  probable- 
expense  of  such  an  undertaking,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  service  should  be  so  constructed  as  to- 
confer  advantage  npon,  and  obtain  the  support - 
of,  the  neighbouring  colonies. 

"  (8.)  Besolved,  That  this  Committee  recom- 
mends the  appropriation  of  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing £30,000  per  annum,  from  the  Ist  Januanr,. 
18154,  for  five  years,  as  a  contribution  towards- 
the  colonial  proportion  of  the  subsidy  for  such 
a  service. 

"  (4.)  Besolved,  That  the  requirements  of  the 
colony  will  not  be  satisfied  with  less  £han  three  ^ 
lines  of  intercolonial  steam  service — ^namely, 
between  Melbourne  and  the  South,  between 
Auckland  and  Sydney,  and  between  Cook  Strait- 
and  Sydney  respectively. 

"(5.)  Resolved,  That  the  steam  service  re- 
ferred to  in  the  foregoing  'resolution  of  the 
Committee  be  undertaken  by  the  General 
Government,  and  be  home  on  the  general  esti- 
mates. 

"  (6.)  Resolved,  That  oommunioations  shoold 
be  mamtained  between  the  principal  provinces- 
of  the  colony  four  times  a  month,  and  between 
all  the  provmces  twice  ar  month,  provided  that 
the  whole  expense  of  such  interprovincial  servioe- 
do  not  exceed  £20,000  per  annum." 

The  House  then  went  into  Conunittee  of 
Supply. 

nt  OOmOTTBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  resolutiona 
1  and  2  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  then  moved  the  adoption  of 
resolution  3. 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  That" 
be  omitted,  vrith  a  view  to  insert  the  following 
in  lieu  thereof :  "  it  is  desirable  the  Govern- 
ment should  enter  into  communications  with 
the  other  colonies  vrith  a  view  to  assisting  and 
encouraging  the  commencement  at  the  e<u;liest. 
practicable  period  of  such  an  important  ser- 
vice." 

A  discussion  ensued,  during  which 

Mr.  WOOD  congratulated  the  House  that . 
the  honourable  gentlemtux  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  had  now  been  able  to  fill  up  the 
office  of  Colonial  Treasurer,  which,  he  must  say, 
had  caused  him  a  considerable  amount  of 
trouble  during  the  last  ten  days,  for  in  many 
quarters  he  had  been  unjustly  and  unde- 
servedly condemned,  reports  having  been  very 
industriously  oiroulatea,  without  the  slightMt 
shadow  of  foundation,  that  it  was  his  intention 
at  some  period,  possibly  in  a  few  days  or  weeks, 
to  commit  an  act  which  if  he  had  committed 
he  should  have  lost  all  self-respect,  and  the 
smallest  imaginable  position  he  nad  ever  held 
as  a  public  man — namely,  to  desert  those  who 
had  supported  him  when  in  office,  in  a 
manner  whioh,  he  must  confess,  any  little 
ability  he  might  possess  had  not  merited.  He- 
should  not  now  be  misunderstood  when  he 
said  that,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  in  the 
"  White  Swftn  "  of  a  great  many  of  those  docu- 
ments which  woold  have  enabled  the  hononi- 
able  gentleman  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Treasurer  to  have  inade  the  Financial  State- 
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-ment  which  this  Honse  always  required  be- 
fore entering  upon  financial  business,  he 
should  have  great  pleasure  in  placing  at  the 
honourable  member's  disposal  such  informa- 

'tion  as  he  possessed,  which  would  enable  his 
honourable  friend  at  any  rate  to  give  to  the 
House  a  statement  o{  all  that  financial  bosi- 

.ness  having  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  last  financial  period.  Were 
he  to  refuse  to  do  such  a  thing  as  that  he  should 

'  scarcely  be  acting  as  the  House  would  expect 
him  to  act  under  such  circumstances;  and  it 
would  be,  he  thought,  an  act  of  churlishness 

-lOn  his  pcurt  not  to  place  such  information  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government  of  the  day. 

.  Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  acknowledging  the 
statement  of  his  honourable  friend  opposite, 
said  the  Committee  would  recognize  in  it  the 
highest  view  on  the  part  of  that  honourable 

.  gentleman  of  his  obligation  to  the  public 
service.  For  his  own  part,  he  felt  a  personal 
obligation  to  the  honourable  gentleman  which, 
he  must  allow  him  to  say,  he  did  not  altogether 
expect  to  be  placed  under.    He  had  not  fairly 

S'ven  the  honourable  gentleman  credit  for  so 
ndly  a  feeling,  tbongu  he  admitted  he  ought 

.  to  have  done  so ;  and  it  was  with  some  hesita- 
tion he  had  asked  him  to  place  him  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  in  possession  of  the  mformation  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  "  White  Swan," 
he  alone  here  possessed.    He  (Mr.  Dillon  BeU) 

-.-should  moat  gratefully  take  Mvantage  of  the 
offer  made  to  him.     With  reference  to  the 

.'  rumours  the  honourable  member  had  alluded  to, 
he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  mast  say,  both  for  himself 

-and  his  colleagues,  that  none  of  them  would 

'  have  dreamt  of  ofiering  any  proposition  to  the 

.  honourable  member,  nor  that  he  would  for  a 
-moment  entertain  any  proposition,  that  would 
compromise  his  poUtical  integrity  ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)   hoped,    that    whatever  rumours 

.the  honourable   member   might  have    heard 

■  abroad,  he  would  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  any  of  the  Ministers  would  consider  him 
capable  of  doing  anything  which  he  should 

.  consider  in  the  slightest  way  derogatory  to  his 
public  honour. 
Progress  reported,  and   leave  given  to  sit 

.Again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  four 
^o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  lllh  Augu»t,  1869. 


Bleotion  Petitions  Act   Amendment  BUI  — Third 
Beacllnc— Law  Practitionen  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxakxb  took  the  ohaix  at 
two  o'clock. 

PBAyBBS. 

BLEOTION   PETITIONS    ACT   AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 
The  Election  Petitions  Act  A  nondment  Bill 
lecommitted,  further  considered  in  Oom- 
Mr.  Wood 


mittee,  and  reported  to  tke  Ooaadl  vift 

THIBD  BEADINQ. 
Oontt  of  Appeai  BilL 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AKENDUBSl 
BHiL. 

The  Law  Fractitionera  Aot  Aimw/imimt  BiR 
was  reoommitted,  further  considered  in  Ot» 
mittee,  reported  to  the  Connoil  withoatsaMl- 
ment,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Council  then  adjonmed. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  ISth  August,  18611. 


Standing  Orders — Leave  of  Absence— )t«*T7  ' 
Atchiion. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfbakeb  took  the  ditit  it 
two  o'clock. 

PaiTEBS. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved,  Tta 
the  ad  interim  report  of  the  Select  CammittK 
on  Standing  Orders  be  adopted. 

A  debate  ensued. 

The  Council  divided. 

Atbs,  9. 
Amey  Cutfleld  Russell,  A  E 

BaiUie  Menzies  Sowell 

Crawford  Richmond  Stokes. 

Noes,  3. 
Johnston  Kenny  Tancnd. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  af^eed.  That  Standiiig  Order  Na.TJg 
read  as  follows :  "  That,  if  at  any  time  tte 
the  commencement  of  the  business  of  Uw^ 
there  are  not  present  five  members,  iseto&i 
the  Speaker,  the  Speaker,  on  his  attata 
being  drawn  thereto,  shall  adjourn  the  OoaDd 
to  the  next  day  of  meeting." 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Hm-Ik. 
Pollen  during  the  session. 

NBWBY  VERSUS  ATCHISOH. 
The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNET  IWMJ, 
That  aXl  correspondence  subsequent  to  tki 
22nd  May,  1861,  between  the  late  Oorcnunent, 
the  Superintendent  of  Wellington,  sod  Ml 
B.  A.  Perazd,  late  Acting  Resident  lligirtait 
at  Wellington,  touching  the  rennsuon  irf  s  !■* 
imposed  oy  Mr.  Penrd  on  one  VniMk 
Atchison,  together  with  all  official  mamaaMt 
made  by  the  late  Attomsy-Qenwnal,  Hr.  SaweDt 
on  the  same  subjeot,  and  also  a  letter,  ocMff 
of  a  letter,  addressed  by  Mr.  Ferud  to  ra 
Exoellenoy  the  Governor  on  the  3S0i  Ootobo, 
1861,  be  laid  on  ths  taUs;  and  ezplaintdtto 
reasons  that  had  induced  him  to  make  ttac 
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He  had  deferred  doing  w  tmtil  the 
;  moment  from  a  desire  to  avoid  any  topic 
winch   might  by  possibility  awaken  any  un- 
^eaaant  feeling  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable 
g^i»t^l»»ina.n    (Mr.  Sowell),  -mth  whom  he  was 
■eting  from  day  to  day  in  Select  Committees, 
diaonssiiig  measures  of  pablio  interest  in  that 
eonversational  way  which  was  most  beneficial. 
It  voold  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  honoor- 
abla  members  of  the  Conncil  that  in  the  last 
■miniiiii  oenain  resolntions  were  moved  by  the 
Hon.  Kr.  Whitckker,  reflecting  on  the  Snperin- 
tendent  of  Wellington  for  tho  remission  of  a 
fine  imposed  by  Mr.    Ferard,    the    Besident 
Magistrate,  on  one  Frederick  Atchison,  at  that 
time,  he  believed,  a  Sergeant-Major  of  Police, 
in  ttie  case  of   Newry  versus  Atchison.     In 
iite  ocHUBe  of  the  discussion  he  he^  been  asked 
by  some  bonoorable  members  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  question.    In  referring  to   the 
zasolations  passed  by  the  Legislative  CJouncil 
last  aeaaion  respecting  this  case,  he  took  occasion 
to  observe  wiui  respect  to  thorn  that,  though 
stnngent,  they  were  the  truth,  and  therefore  be 
Voted  for  them,  but  in  doing  so  he  was  actuated 
by  no  personal  or  party  feeluig ;  e^nd  he  showed 
tiiis  by  being  the  first  to  suggest  to  the  late  At- 
totnsy-Oeneral  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitakei^  that,  if 
he  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker)  thought  the  public 
interests  would  be  sufficiently  served  by  the 
eqireasion  which  had  been  evoked  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  thereupon 
feboold  prefer  to  withdraw  his  resolutions  or  to 
modify  them,  he  should  acquiesce  in  such  a 
oomse.    With  reference  to  the  Nelson  case  (that 
of  Mr.  Saunders),  he  observed  that,  when  Mr. 
Jastioe  Johnston  found  the  course  taken  in 
that  case  amounted,  as  he  conceived,  to  setting 
amde  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he 
immediately  sent  him  (the  Chief  Justice^,  for 
presentation  to  the  late  Governor,  the  r^igna- 
tion  of  his  office ;   which,   however,    he   felt 
jnstifled   in   withholding,   and   in   presenting 
to  the  GoTemor  simply  a  remonstrance.    But, 
when  he  brought  the  matter  under  the  review 
of  tho  Cotmcil,  the  late  Qovemment  did  not 
VBtttoxe  to  justify  the  setting-aside  the  ruling 
of  the    Supreme    Court,    but    the  Hon.  Mr. 
Whitaker  adopted  such  a  tone  and  explanation 
of  the  facts  as  disarmed  any  severe  criticism. 
Xhe  transaction  from  which  the  present  ques- 
tion itfoee  was  recited  in  the  depositions  taken 
in  a  case,  "Newry  versus  Atcmson,"  printed 
in  the  Journals.    It  appeared  that  in  thia  early 
pact  of  1661  Mrs.  Newry  occupied  a  house  as 
tenant  to  one  MoElwain.    Her  husband  was 
abeent.     He  had  remitted   her   money,    but 
(oiparBntly  not  sufficient,   and  on  his   returq 
there  was  discord  between  them.    Newry  paid 
the   rent  of  the  house   thus  occupied  by  his 
wife  ;   and  McElwain  in  his  depositions   ad- 
mitted, in  express  terms,  ^hat  he  had  received 
tiiie  rent  from  Newry,  although  in  the  same 
statement  he  assumed  to  have  the  right,  in 
the  teeth  of  such  acceptance  of  rent,  to  dis- 
claim   Newry   as    his  tenant.      On  the   19th 
April  Newry  was  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace 
ttnrards  his  wife.    On  the  evening,  it  seemed, 
tA  that  day,  he  was  at  the  House  claiming  to 


remove  furniture,  and  to  enter  the  honse  foe 
that   purpose   by   the   window.       MoElwain^ 
Atchison,  two  other  policemen,  and  the  wife 
came  up ;  the  wife  produced  the  key,  and  all 
entered  the  house.     Newry  sat  dewn  in  an 
arm  -  chair,    from   which,  •at   the   desire    of 
MoElwain,  he  was  dragged  by  the  police,  who 
seised  him  by  the  shoulders,  forced  him  out  of 
the  room,  and,  after  taking  him  some  distance^ 
at  length  released  him,  only  on  the  promise 
that  he  would  not  return  to  the  house.    Before 
his  removal  Newry  repeatedly  protested  that 
he    had    paid    rent    for     the     house,    which 
MoElwain  did  not  deny.    He  was  well  known  as 
the  husband — he  even  produced  his  marriage- 
lines  to  the  parties,  although  his  relation  to 
Mrs.  Newry  was  necessarily  known  to  them 
already;  and  it  is  nowhere  alleged  that  the 
wife  requested  them  to  remove  her  husband 
from  the  house.     Upon   this  Newry,  on  the 
14th  of  May,  summoned  Atchison  before  the 
Besident  Magistrate ;  and  the  Court,  considering 
the  assault  proved,  on  the  ISth  fined  Atchison 
£2,  and  costs,  16s.  6d. ;  in  default  to  be  com* 
mitted  for  fourteen  days.    This  fine  was  re- 
mitted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington, 
professedly  under  power  conferred  on  him, by 
Sir  George  Grey,  but  avowedly  overruling  the 
decision  of  the  Court.    Had  this  act  remained 
the  act  merely  of  the  Superintendent  as  such, 
having  been  disavowed  by  the  then  Govern- 
ment, it  is  probable   the  subject  would  not 
have   been    brought    before    the    Legislative 
Council ;  but,  tmfortunately,  on  a  change  of 
Ministry,  the  Superintendent  as  such  wrote  to 
himself  as  Colonial  Secretary  a  letter,  which 
was  printed  in  the  Journals,  and  therein,  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  asserted  that  he  had 
acted  in  the  exeroise  of  a  right  to  reverse  th6 
decision  of  a  Court  of  Justice.    The  letter  is 
dated  the  19th  July,  1861 ;  and,  after  alleging 
in  plain  terms  that  the  police  were  justified 
in  weir  conduct,   his   Honour  wrote :   "  The 
Magistrates,  I   considered,  were    in  error  in 
treating  the  case  as  one  of  ordinary  assault; 
and,  as  there  wels  no  tribuned  to  which  the 
defendant  could  appeal,  I  deemed  it  a  fit  case 
for  my  interposition."    Thereupon  the  resolu- 
tions were  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  in 
stringent    terms    reprobating    that    doctrine. 
Those  resolutions  the  late  Attorney-General  (ISbe 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell)  set  at  naught,  and  reoom*^ 
mended  the  present  Governor  to  confirm  the 
remission  of  the  fine,  on  grounds  which  he 
(Chief  Justice  Amey)  invited  the  Council  to  con- 
sider.    In   a   memorandum  dated   the    2Tth 
September,  1861,  he  (Chief  Justice  Aruey)  was 
informed,   the   honourable   gentleman   wrote, 
among  other  things,  as  follows  : — 

"  I  confess  myself  unable  to  take  the  some 
view  of  the  matter  which  the  late  Government 
and  the  Legislative  Cotmcil  have  done.  In 
the  first  place,  bo  far  as  the  case  is  disclosed,  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  late  Attorney-General, 
Mr.  Whitaker,  in  thinking  the  conviction 
warranted  by  the  facts.  It  was  grounded  on 
the  assumption  that  Newry  was  tenant  of  the 
house,  and  that  the  act  of  the  police  in  re- 
moving him  was  illegal  and  criminally  punish 
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«bla  as  an  assaolt.  I  do  not  think  it  made 
oat  that  Newry  yraa  tenant  of  the  house,  or 
liad  any  right  of  occupation  in  it." 

He  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  would  not  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  honourable  gentleman  by 
himself  answering,  such  arguments  in  detail. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Ferard  had,  in  a  letter  of  the  JiSth 
October,  1861,  replied  to  them  with  charac- 
teristic naivete  himself.  That  gentleman, 
answering  the  above  passages  of  the  Attomey- 
'Oeneral's  memorandum,  appeared  to  write 
thus: — 

"  The  conviction  was  not  grounded  on  the 
assumption  that  Newry  was  in  law  the  tenant 
of  the  house  (though  that  fact  appeared  to  the 
Bench  to  be  proved),  but  upon  proof  of  an 
assault  committed,  and  the  fact  that  the 
-defendant  did  not  succeed  in  proving  a  justifi- 
«ation." 

Again,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  said  to 
liave  written  his  opinion  that — 

"The  contract  of  tenancy  was  between 
Kewry's  wife  and  the  landlord,  the  wife  acting 
-on  her  separate  account,  and  being  alone  recog- 
nized in  the  transaction.  It  is  nowhere  sug- 
gested that  she  was  capable  of  entering  into 
«uoh  a  contract  as  a  feme  soU,  and  therefore  I 
treat  the  supposed  lease  to  her  as  a  nullity, 
which  could  not  confer  a  title  or  right  of  oocu- 
fation  on  her  husband  (Woodfall's  '  Landlord 
and  Tenant,'  Book  I.,  c.  2,  s.  3,  Evans  v. 
^omas  Crojac,  172).  If  the  husband  had  been 
sued  for  the  rent  vmder  the  wife's  supposed 
oontraot,  would  he  have  been  liable  7  I  think 
jtot.  The  fact  that  on  one  occasion  rent  Vvas 
paid  by  the  husband  to  the  landlord  would  not 
of  itself  saddle  him  with  the  liabUity,  or, 
4  eonverto,  clothe  him  with  title  to  the  lease. 
Acceptance  of  rent  by  a  landlord  will  not  make 
valid  a  void  lease.  If  Newry  occupied  the 
house,  he  would  have  been  liable  for  use  and 
occupation,  and  payment  may  be  treated  as 
made  on  that  account;  but  that  would  not 
validate  his  title  as  lessee." 
-  The  quotation  from  Woodfall  was  unfortu- 
nate ;  nor  did  the  honourable  gentleman  mend 
his  argument  by  quoting,  in  a  second  memoran- 
dum, the  words  of  his  reference,  thus :  "  A 
married  woman  cannot  be  a  lessee.  For  use  and 
occupation  of  premises  her  husband  will  be 
liable."  For  still — and  although  he  alleged 
that  "  the  tenancy  was  a  yearly  one,  and  the 
term  was  not  expired  when  the  transaction 
took  place  which  gave  rise  to  the  present  ques- 
tion"— still  it  did  not  occur  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  a  tenancy  iihplies  some  one  as 
tenant,  and  that,  whoever  that  tenant  was,  a 
reasonable  notice  to  quit  was  required,  add  the 
law  of  ejectment  must  be  apphed  before  the 
landlord  could  enter  the  premises  with  three 
folicemen  and  pull  even  a  husband  out  of  his 
own  wife's  house.  The  married  members  of 
that  Council  might  well  take  alarm  at  such  a 
doctrine.  But  Mr.  Ferard  answered  the  above 
argument,  in  his  quiet  way,  thus : — 

"  The    Attomey-Oeneral  remarks  that   the 

contract  was  between  Newry's  wife  and  the 

landlord,  and  that  she  could  not  contract  as  a 

/erne  *ole,  and  therefore  he  treats  the  supposed 

Son.  Chief  Justice  Amey 


lease  as  a  nullity.  Upon  taming  to  the  plm 
he  refers  to  in  WoodfaJl,  I  was  astonidiej  tl 
find  the  passage  run  thus :  *  A  married  < 
may  be  a  lessee,  her  husband's  expren  i 
to  the  lease  not  being  neoesaazy,  as  the  i 
vests  until  he  signifies  his  diuent'  I  hgo* 
not  how  Kewry  could  more  deaiiy  hue 
signified  his  assent  to  the  lease  to  Ui 
wife  than  by  payment  of  rent  under  it  I 
presume  Newry  was  entitled  to  tiie  mm 
mterest  in  the  house  as  in  his  wife'i  ote 
chattels  real,  and  I  think  that,  hsd  he  be« 
sued  for  the  rent,  he  would  have  bem  bdi 
liable.  Most  proliekbly  she  would  have  keai 
held  to  have  taken  the  house  as  his  igeot, 
and  he  to  have  ratified  the  contract  Ij 
subsequent  payment  of  rent.  It  is  petfn^ 
true  in  many  cases,  tbongh  not  nniTUBlt;, 
that  acceptance  of  rent  by  the  laodloid  dM 
not  make  valid  a  void  lease,  and  eqnillj  tm 
that  such  acceptance  of  rent  will  coiutiiDti 
the  person  paying  it  a  tenant  from  yen  io 
year,  or  week  to  week,  or  otherwise,  "^•'^"^ 
to  the  term  with  reference  to  which  rent  ii  peii" 

But  the  honourable  gentleman  Ubonnd 
under  some  idea  that  an  assault  rnmH  it 
no  assault  if  committed  by  a  i>olioemui,  ;nv 
vided  he  acted  under  an  alleged  anthoci^of 
law,  and  that  in  such  a  case,  aJthondi  tin 
assailant  were  liable  to  a  civil  action,  ha  vil 
not  criminally  answerable.  Thus  the  AttoOM^ 
General  argued — 

"  But,  whether  the  husband  could  oteooU 
not  have  claimed  a  title  as  tenant  by  Tiitae(< 
his  wife's  contract,  there  doefi  not  appev  ti 
me  to  be  anything  in  the  case  to  waroiit  i 
conviction  for  an  assault.  The  polioe  offioet  m 
acting  under  the  edleged  authority  of  law,  ia 
exercise  of  his  duty,  andin  swoordancewitlitke 
polioe  iregulations,  by  removing  an  appentt 
intruder  from  the  house  of,  and  by  the  dim- 
tion  of,  the  undoubted  landlord.  If  he  M 
wrtmg  in  law  the  party  aggrieved  had  ks 
remedy  by  civil  action,  but  the  oflScer  so  letiit 
ought  not  to  be  held  criminally  answenhlew 
a  common  offender  for  an  aosauit." 

Mr,  Ferard  answered  this  astounding  Jtof^- 
sitlon  thus : — 

"  I  think  it  more  material  to  deteoniii 
whether  the  officer  was  acting  under  (heia- 
thority  of  the  law  than  under  the  alleged  la- 
thority  of  the  law,  though  I  know  not  when  it 
alleged  his  authority.  He  was  not  actiiig  a 
the  exercise  of  his  duty  as  a  police  ofSoer." 

By  no  less  an  authority  than  the  late  ib. 
Justice  Patteson  the  law  was  thus  laid  don, 
in  the  volume  of  Carrington  and  Payne,  vhid 
)ie  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  held  in  his  hand:— 

"  The  occupier  of  a  house  is  justified  a 
telling  an  intruder  to  leave  the  house,  aoi  if 
he  wul  not  do  so,  he  is  justified  in  putting  tat 
out  by  force,  and  may  call  in  his  semnti  ts 
assist  ^im  in  so  doing.  He  might  alio  aS' 
thorize  a  policeman  to  do  it ;  but  it  wonld  be 
no  part  of  a  policeman's  duty  as  such  nnle* 
theparty  had  committed  some  offence." 

The  attempted  distinction  between  Uabilitaes 
Mr.  Ferard  answers  thus :  "  Though  in  cet. 
tain  cases  of  accidental  personal  violence  a 
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nun  may  be  civilly  vrithont  being  criminally 
responsible,  I  am  not  awaie  of  any  case  of 
.assanlt  entailing  civil  without  criminal  lia- 
bility." Assuredly  the  honoaiable  gentleman, 
before  overruling  this  opinion,  together  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  Council  and  the  decision 
■of  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  might 
have  considered  that  an  assanlt  was  a  misde- 
meanour, and  a  misdemeanour  was  a  criminal 
offence,  though  not  classified  as  a  "crime;" 
and,  further,  that  an  assault  could  not  cease  to 
be  a  misdemeanour  until  it  ceased  to  be  an  as- 
sanlt. Shortly  before  leaving  England  he  (Chief 
Justice  Amey)  had  himself  defended  a  man  of 
some  property  on  a  charge  of  assault.  The  man 
was  convicteid,  and,  wmle  still  lying  in  gaol 
suffering  his  sentence  of  hard  labour,  a  civil 
action,  broUjght  against  him  by  the  prosecutor 
for  the  •ame'assault,  came  on  for  trial .  He  (Chief 
Justice  Amey)  again  defended  him ;  but  the 
jury,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  learned  Judge, 
gave  a  verdict  agaiiwt  him,  while  yet  in  gaol, 
for  the  full  dsunages  claimed.  He  would  not 
weaiy  the  Council  vrith  more  passages  from  a 
-correspondence  which,  if  the  Council  ordered 
it  to  te  laid  on  the  table,  would  be  found  well 
worth  reading.  He  would  only  remark  that 
Mr.  Justice  Patteson  limited  the  right  of  turn- 
ing out  the  intruder  to  the  "  occupier  "  of  the 
house,  not  the  landlord.  In  this  case  MoKl- 
wain  was  not  the  occupier.  He  even  refused 
to  accept  the  key;  but  there,  in  presence  of 
ail  parties,  claimed  to  treat  the  wife  as  his 
tenant  still,  and  still  to  turn  out  the  husband 
from  the  house  of  which  he  had  that  day  re- 
-ceived  the  rent  from  that  same  husband.  But 
the  illegality  of  the  action  of  the  police  and 
the  legality  of  the  decision  of  the  Magistrates 
had  been  affirmed  in  a  solemn  written  judg- 
ment of  the  Supreme  Court.  Encouraged  by 
Hie  local  authority,  and  confident  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  late  Government,  as  he  (Chief 
Justice  Amey)  supposed,  Atchison — himself 
the  offender,  but  assured  by  the  letter  of  the 
Superintendent  that  the  charge  of  which  he 
had  been  convicted,  but  from  the  penalty  of 
which  he  had  been  exempted,  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  supported — brought  an  action 
against  Mr.  Eerard  for  "  false  imprisonment." 
The  cause  was  tried  at  Wellington  on  the  11th 
pecember,  1861.  The  phuntifi  did  not  venture 
into  the  witness-box,  and,  as  the  plaintiff  was 
nonsuited,  Mr,  Fenird  could  not  tender  him- 
self as  a  witness.  Leave  was  expressly  re- 
served to  the  plaintiff  to  move  for  a  new  trial. 
On  the  16th  December  Mr.  Justice  Johnston 
sat  to  hear  the  application.  The  report  would 
be  found  in  the  Wellington  Independent  of  the 
37th  December.  [The  honourable  gentleman 
read  the  whole  report,  of  which  the  most 
material  passage  is  Uie  following : — 

"According  to  the  only  view  of  the  case 
which  the  facts,  as  established  by  the  police 
themselves,  seem  to  me  to  justify,  the  police 
acted  illegally  throughout,  and  proved  them- 
selves guilty,  along  with  Atchison,  of  punish- 
able assaults.  I  had  also  prepared  the  follow- 
ing memorandum  to  be  read  in  Court,  whether 
Ur.  Sing  should  move  or  not."] 


This  memorandum  contains  a  severe  vraming 
to  the  police.  To  the  admonition  which  Mr. 
Justice  Johnston  then  administered  to  the 
police  and  to  society  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey) 
would  add  his  warmng  voice.  It  was  a  matter 
of  serious  moment.  Let  not  the  police  of  this 
colony  be  misled  by  mistaken  doctrines  as  to 
their  duties  and  privileges,  from  whatever 
source  such  doctrines  came.  Had  Nevrry, 
when  dragged  from  the  chair  in  that  house, 
resisted  effectively,  had  a  struggle  thus  ensued, 
and  had  the  police,  without  more  violence  on 
the  part  of  Newry  than  was  required  to  keep 
possession,  been  slain  on  that  floor,  it  would 
have  been  at  most  nukuslaughter,  and  might — 
according  as  the  circumstances  bore — have 
been  justifiable  homicide.  The  law  was  stated 
in  "  Bussell  on  Crimes,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  662  (ed. 
1843),  title  "Excusable  Homicide.."  [The 
honourable  gentleman  read  the  passage.]  He 
trusted  that  even  now  the  Council  were  satis- 
fied that  its  resolutions,  so  far  as  they  de- 
pended on  the  view  of  the  Magistrate's  decision 
which  he  had  then  expressed,  were  founded  in 
truth,  and  that  he  had  not  misled  the  Council 
by  an  erroneous  statement  of  the  law.  But  he 
moved  for  these  papers  also  on  grounds  of 
public  policy.  The  Council  would  have  already 
perceived  that,  in  recommending  to  His  Ex- 
cellency to  remit  this  fine  on  the  ground  stated 
in  the  memoranda  of  the  late  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, the  Advisers  of  the  Governor  asserted  a 
power  which  belonged  not  even  to  the  Sove- 
reign. They,  in  effect,  constituted  themselves 
a  Court  of  Appeal,  and  advised  the  (Go- 
vernor to  set  aside  a  lawful  judgment  of  a 
lavrful  tribunal  acting  within  its  jurisdiction. 
The  Superintendent  of  Wellington,  indeed, 
assumed  that  no  means  of  appeal  were  open 
to  Atchison ;  but  the  grounds  alleged  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  setting  aside  the  de- 
cision of  the  Magistrates  were  strictly  grounds 
of  appeal,  and  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey.)  had  not 
heard  on  what  was  based  the  argument  that 
no  appeal  lay  in  this  case  although  the  Magis- 
trates ruled  against  law.  It  belonged  not  even  to 
the  Sovereign  thus  to  dispense  with  decisions  of 
the  Courts  of  justice.  Her  Majesty  could  not, 
on  such  grounds,  step  between  the  law  and  its 
execution — between  the  conviction  and  the 
convict.  Of  course  he  was  aware  the 
Sovereign  oould,  by  indiscriminate  pardon, 
under  the  name  of  mercy,  exempt  offenders 
from  justice ;  but  this  would  be,  not  an  exercise 
of  the  prerogative,  but  an  abuse  of  it.  It  would 
be  a  usurpation  of  power.  Far  be  it  from  hiia 
lightly  to  question  the  propriety,  in  this  or  that 
case,  of  pardons  granted  or  of  penalties  remitted 
by  His  Excellency.  The  Governor,  after  taking 
the  opinionof  the  Judge  in  compliance  with  his 
Instructions,  was  free  to  follow,  within  reason- 
able limits,  his  own  discretion;  and  no  man 
ought  hastily  to  question  that  discretion  in  the 
exercise  of  the  Boyal  prerogative  as  such.  But 
if,  under  the  guise  of  that  prerogative,  the  Go- 
vernor was  advised  to  overrule  the  lawful  judg- 
ments of  lawfully-constituted  tribunals,  it  was  a 
mere  truism  to  say  he  would  be  advised  to  act 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law.    It  was  true  that 
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Hr.  Fenton,  in  one  passage,  pats  the  remission 
of  the  fine  on  grounds  which,  though  they  do 
not  excuse,  would  at  least  palliate  Uiat  oouise 
on  tiie  part  of  the  Government,  had  the 
Oovemment  professed  to  act  on  that  ground. 
And  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  wished  the 
QoTemment  had  rested  its  action  on  that 
ground.  It  was,  that,  until  the  delegated 
authority  was  expressly  withdrawn,  the  Govern- 
ment felt  bound  to  confirm  acts  done  there- 
imder.  But  Mr.  Fenton,  under  directions  from 
the  Attorney-General,  then  reasserted  the  same 
unconstitutional  right  claimed  by  the  Attomey- 
Oeneial,  and,  after  affirming  the  propriety  of 
tiie  act  of  the  Superintendent,  again  condemned 
the  course  taken  by  the  Magistrates.  It  was 
clear  this  fine  was  not  one  of  the  class  contem- 
plated by  the  delegated  authority,  nor  was  any 
reason  for  remitting  it  originally  pretended  other 
than  the  resolve  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Court.  But,  further,  the  honourable  gentleman 
wa«  not  content  with  overruling  the  Magistrate 
ai)d  the  resolutions  of  that  Council  as  being 
founded  on  erroneous  views  of  law :  he  charged 
the  Magistrate  with  what  amounted  to  a  malver- 
sation of  his  office,  for  he  imputed  to  him  that 
he  followed  up  an  illegal  judgment  by  a  vin- 
dictive execution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  disclaimed  any  such 
intention. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABJfEY.— At  all 
events,  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  charged  Mr.  Ferard  with 
"  presuming  the  whole  case  against  them  [the 
police] ,  and  that  in  the  face  of  circumstances 
which  tended  strongly  to  support  their  position." 
He  also  charged  Mr.  Ferard  with  arresting 
Atchison  in  the  presence  of  his  men — assuming 
that  course  to  be  improper — and  added,  "  The 
arrest  at  the  instant  of  time  the  fine  became 
payable  shows,  in  my  opinion,  a.  personal  animus 
which  ought  not  to  be."  If  those  papers  were 
produced  the  Council  would  find  all  these 
charges  to  be  unfounded.  Thus,  the  fine  became 
payable  on  the  ISth  May,  but  it  was  not'till  the 
25lih  May  that  Atehison  was  arrested.  As  to 
arresting  the  delinquent  in  the  presence  of  the 
police  force,  Mr.  Ferard  emphatically  and  re- 
peatedly denies  this,  especially  in  his  -  letter 
dated  23rd  December,  1861,  which  shows  how 
and  where  Atchison  was  arrested.  It  was  said, 
indeed,  the  Court  ought  to  have  advised  the 
parties  to  try  the  matter  by  a  civil  action.  But 
this  was  precisely  the  course  taken ;  and  the 
parties  declined  it.  The  Court  had  then  no 
power  to  refuse  adjudication  thereon.  The  im- 
putation of  animus  no  man  can  answer  save  by 
appealing  to  facts.  The  case  was  adjourned  for 
a  day  to  allow  Atchison  to  get  legal  assistance. 
And,  in  truth,  the  Magistrates  acted  through- 
out those  unparalleled  proceedings  with  lenity, 
patience,  and  forbearance ;  while  they  received 
in  return  one  continued  series  of  insidt  and  de- 
fiance. It  should  be  remembered  that,  when,  on 
the  19th  April,  Mr.  Ferard  bound  Kewry  to  keep 
the  peace  towards  his  vrife,  the  two  claimed  the 
futmture ;  and,  although  Mr.  Ferard  ruled  in 
open  Court  that  he  had  no  power  to  interfere, 
Atehison  insulted  the  Court  by  warning  Kewry 
that  he  would  himself  stop  Newry  from  remov- 
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ing  it.    Mr.  Ferard  warned  lukn  to  be  imy 

cautiooB  how  he  interfered  in  the  nathr. 
Well  might  Mr.  Ferard,  in  hii  letter  sT 
the  22nd  August,  1861,  write  that  he  fdt 
such  conduct  most  insultiag,  and  cnudi^ 
"  Atchison  cannot  fairly  be  supposed  to 
have  believed  that  he  was  acting  in  the  ex». 
cution  of  his  duty  in  the  subseiment  proeead. 
ings  of  Newry  versus  Atohison."  Yet,  when  tint' 
person,  thus  warned,  and  thus  ofiending,  ip- 
peared  before  the  same  Magistrate  whmn  he  bad 
thus  insulted  charged  with  an  assault  in  tii» 
very  matter  the  subject  of  his  previous  admooi- 
tion,  that  Magistrate  inflicted,  for  so  grave  >a 
oSence,  the  trifling  fine  of  £2.  And  what  fal- 
lowed? Day  after  day  passed  on;  meaagi 
after  message  was  sent  by  Mr.  Ferard  in  ioft 
that  the  man  would  see  the  propriety  of  obejiag 
the  law.  But  prolonged  patianoe  {nndnced  ob- 
durate defiance.  At  last  the  Ma^stiate  wis 
informed  by  Mill  ward  that  Atchison  desired  him 
(Mr.  Ferard)  to  send  "  no  more  impudent  mes- 
sages " — for  the  Superintendent  had  now  inti- 
mated by  letter  to  the  offender  that  he  mino 
offender ;  that  the  Magistrates  only  were  wnmg. 
Still  Mr.  Ferard  held'the  hand  of  the  Conrt  far 
another  day,  and,  lastly,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
ofiered  Atohison  to  pay  the  fine  for  him.  In 
vain  :  the  warrant  issued.  The  police  combined 
to  refuse  to  execute  it ;  and  Mr.  Feratd  «aa  in- 
sulted by  the  sight  of  the  offender  in  and  (boot 
the  purlieus  of  his  own  Court  with  Millmrd, 
who  had  the  warrant  in  his  pocket,  bat  ced- 
sidered  it  not  to  be  his  duty  to  execute  it  tUl  bs 
had  first  obtained  from  Atchison  his  own  con- 
sent to  be  arrested.  Surely  if  the  arrest  bad 
been  made  in  presence  of  the  whole  fone  it 
would  have  been  a  salutary  example.  Unds 
these  circumstances  could  the  Council  wonder 
that  Mr.  Ferard  complained  ?  And,  if  it  «a» 
true  that  the  Government  were  at  one  time  le- 
ceiving  imputations  against  him  without  di» 
closing  them  to  him,  he  was  wrcmged  indeed. 
He  did  complain — 

"  —  that  the  Attorney -General  had  midt 
charges  of  gross  misconduct  against  one  of  Bet 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  either  ipot 
evidence  all  knowledge  of  which  has  been  oas- 
oealed  from  the  party  charged,  or  npoD  tbt 
evidence  of  documents  which  do  not  tend  a 
the  least  to  support,  but  in  great  part  abst^ttlf 
disprove,  those  ohfirges.  That  the  Attomef- 
General  has  recommended  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  appoint  to  the  impOTtant  office  ot 
District  Judge  one  whom  he  believed  to  ban 
been  guilty  of  gross  misconduct  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  or  (if  not  so)  had  at  any  rate  pressed 

Xn  that  person  the  acceptance  of  that  office 
r  having  become  cognizant  of  such  asaeited 
misconduct." 

The  same  gentleman  who  was  rebuked  for  ex- 
ercising a  jurisdiction  over  £2  was  desired 
to  assume  the  larger  jurisdiction  to  the  extent 
of  £100 :  and  he  who  was  deemed  to  have  acted 
with  bias  and  animus  in  punishing  an  ass&nlt 
vrith  that  small  fine  was  invited  to  a  judicial  ofSee 
in  which  he  might  have  been  by  the  Govenior 
intrusted  with  power  to  inflict  penal  servitnde. 
He  (Chief  Justice  Amey)   did  not  altogether 
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iqonder  at  this  incoiiBiatency.  The  mode  in 
which  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Pesoe  was 
distributed  had  been,  and  before  he  came  to  the 
oobny  was  considered  to  be,  a  scandal.  He 
was  informed  they  had  been  appointed  in 
groapa  of  ten,  twenfy,  and  some  gentlemen  had 
ipoken  of  as  many  as  forty  being  appointed  in 
qoiek  sQccession,  until  it  was  considered  — 
whether  rightly  or  not — that  this  judicial  office 
was  made  either  the  reward  of  or  the  indnoe- 
niant  to  political  support.  Complaints  were 
made  that  qualified  men  could  not  be  obtained, 
Tet,  when  a' qualified  man  was  found  his  judg- 
ment was  overruled,  and  he  was  driven  to  re- 
tire from  the  office  of  Resident  Magistrate  in 
disgust.  Mr.  Ferard  was,  he  (Chief  Justice 
Amey)  believed,  a  graduate  of  one  of  the 
first  universities  in  the  world,  he  waa  a 
member  of  the  English  ^ar,  and  the  Coun- 
eii  might  judge  of  his  legal  capacity  if 
these  papers  were  produced;  yet  this  gentle- 
man, when  he  remonstrated  in  a  letter  to  the 
OoTsmor,  was  told,  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  No- 
vember, 1861,  that  he  was  merely  a  subordinate 
cfficet  of  Government.  Whether  his  letter 
to  the  Governor  waa  wanting  in  respect  the 
Council  might  judge.  [The  honourable  gentle- 
man read  the  letter.]  Could  they  expect  that 
gentlemen  of  education;  of  position,  of  inde- 
pendent minds  and  legaJ  ac(}uirements,  would 
aeoept  the  judicial  office,  anticipating  that  the 
decision  of  their  Court  might  at  any  time  be 
overruled  by  an  Attorney-General  of  the  hour, 
and  themselves  told,  if  they  ventured  to  remon- 
strate, that  Msigistratos  were  only  subordinates, 
and  must  keep  civil  tongues  in  their  heads. 
[Tlie  honourable  gentleman  then  recapitulated 
tiie  leading  points,  and  concluded  by  assuring 
the  Council  that,  although  he  hod  felt  it  his 
du^to  move  for  these  papers,  be  was  not  led 
by  unkindly  feelings,  and  that,  if  he  were 
ciqiable  of  acting  from  such  a  feeling,  he  should 
be  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  Council.] 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  that  he  should 
with  great  satisfaction  second  the  motion  for 
the  jnoductiou  of  these  papers,  being  satisfied 
tiiat  they  would  contrast  favourably  with  the 
neech  of  His  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  just 
whvered,  and  with  the  resolutions  referred  to 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  last  session.  The 
lespect  in  which  he  (ilr.  Sewcll^  held  the  high 
office  which  His  Honour  the  Cliief  Justice  filled 
would  prevent  him  from  replying  in  the  spirit 
and  tone  which  His  Honour's  speech  would 
naturally  produce.  He  condemned  in  strong 
terms  the  resolutions  of  1861,  as  having  been 
adopted  under  the  influence  of  strong  personal 
and  party  feeling.  The  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington httd  been  condemned  in  language  of 
extreme  heat,  vrithout  being  heard  and  without 
•U  the  circumstances  of  the  case  being  inquired 
into.  Of  coarse  such  a  proceeding  led  to  ul- 
terior consequences.  The  Superintendent  of 
Wellington  naturally  rebelled  against  such  in- 

1'ostice.  On  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  assuming  office 
le  found  an  application  pending  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Wellington  to  the  Govern- 
ment, praying  the  Government  to  confirm  his 
(the  Superintendent's)  act  in  remitting  the  fine 
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in  Atohison's  ease.  He  (Mr.  Sewell)  was  thea 
obliged,  in  the  exercise  of  duties  cast  on  him 
as  Minister  of  Justice,  to  review  the  cir- 
oumstanoes.  (liicidentally,  the  honourable 
gentleman  ezpreased  his  opinion  against 
the  union  of  the  two  functions  of  Attorney- 
General  and  Minister  of  Justice.  They  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  separated.']  However, 
being  so  compelled  to  deal  with  the  case,  ha 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  it  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
impartiality  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  do 
justice  without  personal  or  party  bias.  The  con- 
elusion  to  which  he  had  come  he  had  embodied 
in  a  memorandum,  which  had  been  transmitted 
both  to  the  Superintendent  and  to  Mr.  Ferard. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  he  had 
been  found  fault  with  by  all  parties.  That  waa 
the  best  test  of  his  impor^ality.  The  Chief 
Justice  had  quoted  garbled  extracts  from  the 
memorandum,  omitting  all  which  was  material 
for  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  view  of  the  case.  In  point 
of  fact,  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  had  formed  an  opmion 
that  all  parties  were  in  a  degree  wrong,  from  the 
Inspector  of  Police  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
which  last — ^not  least — hod  committed  a  grave 
error  in  adopting  the  resolutions  of  last  session. 
He  regretted  that  Mr.  Ferard  should  have  taken 
unreasonable  umbrage  at  his  (Mr  Sewell's)  re- 
marks. He  accepted  cordially  the  Chief  Joa- 
tice's  testimony  to  Mr.  Ferard's  merits,  and 
regretted  that  the  public  should  he  deprived  of 
the  services  of  a  valuable  officer  from  feelings 
of  exaggerated  sensitiveness.  But,  in  his  (Mr. 
Sewell's)  position,  he  felt  himself  called  on  to 
make  those  remeirks  which  had  given  Mr.  Fe- 
rard oSence ;  and  he  was  satisfied  the  Council 
would  concur  in  the  propriety  of  the  connw 
adopted  when  they  understood  the  facte  as  thoy 
presented  themselves  to  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  mind. 
[The  honourable  member  then  stated  the  cir- 
cumstances as  they  appeared  to  him  from  a 
careful  examination  of  the  papers.]  The  fa6ts 
were  these :  Two  persons,  a  man  and  woman- 
husband  and  wife,  he  supposed — had  been  lead- 
ing an  uncomfortable  life,  the  wife  living  apart 
from  her  husband.  The  wife  hod  entered  into 
a  contract  for  the  leasing  of  a  house.  Dis- 
putes arose  with  the  landlord,  and  the  land- 
lord, as  it  would  seem,  with  the  assent  of  the 
wife,  desired  to  resume  possession  of  the 
house.  On  a  certain  day  the  landlord  called  on 
the  Inspector  of  Police  to  assist  him  in  obtain- 
ing possession  of  the  bouse.  On  going  to  the 
house  it  was  found  looked.  The  msji  was  then 
in  the  act  of  removing  furniture  through  the 
windows.  The  house  was  opened  and  all  parties 
entered,  and  then,  with,  apparently,  the  wife's 
assent,  the  landlord  requested  the  Inspector  of 
Police  to  remove  the  man  from  the  house.  The 
landlord  declared  he  did  not  and  would  not  re- 
cognize the  man  as  his  tenant.  The  Inspoctoi 
of  Police  then  removed  the  man  from  the  house, 
without  undue  violence.  For  this  he  had  been 
summoned  before  the  Besident  Magistrate, 
fined,  and  was  on  the  point  of  being  committed 
to  prison,  when  the  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington— whose  officer  the  Inspector  of  Police 
was — interfered  and  paid  the  fine.  Now,  Uie 
opinion  which  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  had  fcnned  is 
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Has  oase — an  opinion  which  the  Ouef  Justice 
had  treated  with  scornful  contempt,  but  which 
he  (Hr.  Sewell)  nevertheless  still  held — was  that 
the  Kesident  Magistrate  was  in  error  in  dealing 
with  such  a  6ase  as  a  criminal  oSence,  He 
should,  in  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  opinion,  have  left 
it  to  the  parties  to  decide  their  rights  by  a  civil 
action.  In  dealing  with  it  criminally  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  assumed  the  existence  of  those 
lights  of  the  husband  which,  in  his  (Mr.  Sewell's) 
opinion,  were  only  fit  Inatter  for  a  decision  in  a 
«ivil  action,  and  the  Kesident  Magistrate  could 
not  determine.  No  doubt  the  Inspector  of 
Police  and  the  landlord  would  be  liable  in  an 
action  of  trespass  if  the  man  were  unlawfully 
xemoved.  Beference  had  been  made  to  authori- 
ties on  this  point.  He  (Mr.  Sewell)  had  re- 
ietred  to  an  edition  of  Mr.  Woodfall's  "  Land- 
lord and  Tenant,"  in  which  it  was  laid  down 
distinctly  that  a  wife  could  not  accept  a  lease 
withottt  her  husband.  It  seemed  that  some 
snbsemient  case  bad  modified  that  decision. 
He  (Mr.  Sewell)  believed  that  on  examination 
the  two  authorities  would  be  found  to  agree 
'that  the  general  rule  of  law  would  be  found  to 
be  that  a  married  woman  could  not  accept  a 
lease  to  bind  her  husband,  though  it  might  be 
that,  in  particular  cases,  circumstances  might 
show  such  a  privity  between  the  landlord  and 
the  husband  as  would  entitle  the  hosband  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  wife's  lease,  and  in  con- 
sequence to  charge  him  with  its  liabilities.  But 
in  this  case,  though  it  was  true  the  husband 
had  paid  money  on  one  occasion  to  the  landlord, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  landlord  had  ever  ac- 
Imowledged  him  as  tenant.  On  the  contrary,  the 
landlord  repudiated  alny  such  relation  between 
them.  But,  however  that  might  be,  the  proper 
way  of  settling  that  point  was  by  a  civil  action. 
60  far  from  the  oase  quoted  by  his  Honour  being 
at  variance  with  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  opinion,  that 
case  was,  in  fact,  consistent  with  his  opinion ; 
for  that  was  the  case  of  a  civil  action.  The 
Besident  Magistrate,  however,  took  a  difierent 
view,  dealt  with  the  matter  criminally,  and  im- 
posed cm  the  Inspector  of  Police  a  fine,  with 
imprisonment  in  default  of  payment.  At  this 
point  the  Superintendent  intervened — rightly  or 
wrongly  does  not  matter  for  this  purpose.  He 
declared  his  intention  of  paying  the  fine.  Not- 
withstanding the  knowledge  of  such  intention, 
the  Itesident  Magistrate,  after  fixing  a  day  for 
payment  of  the  fine,  on  that  day  proceeded  him- 
self to  direct  the  arrest  of  the  Inspector  of 
Polios,  in  the  presence  of  his  force,  with  a  view 
■of  committing  him  to  prison.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Sewell)  clear  from  the  documents  that 
this  proceeding  was  the  result  of  feeling  and 
tem^r  on  the  part  of  the  Besident  Magistrate. 
In  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  judgment  it  was  a  great  in- 
■discretion.  Viewing  it  in  that  light,  he  f  elt  him- 
.  self  bound  to  express  that  opinion  to  the  Besi- 
dent Magistrate ,  not  thereby  intending  to  impute 
— as  the  Chief  Justice,  in  exageeratiea  language, 
suggested — malversation  of  office,  but  a  grave 
indiscretion.  In  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  opinion  it 
was  a  grave  indiscretion  in  a  Magistrate  per- 
sonally to  direct  and  superintend  the  arrest  of 
the  head  of  the  police  in  the  presence  of  his 
Hon.  Ur.  Sewell 


own  force,  with  the  view  of  tttnUm^  him  to  gMl 
for  non-payment  of  a  fine  which  he  had  been 
informed  woo  about  to  be  paid — no  Toailua  I9 
whom.  Now  as  to  the  course  taken  Inr  the 
Gk>vemment  in  confirming  the  Superintendsitt^ 
remission  of  the  fine.  'The  real  point  of  ths 
oase  had  been  carefully  kept  out  of  sight 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Chief  Justice's 
rema^  until  the  latter  part  0^  his  speech, 
when,  at  length,  allusion  was  made  to  file 
gtonnds  on  which  the  Superintendent  cos- 
sidered  himself  entitled  to  act  in  the  matttc 
The  facts  were  these  :  In  1658  Sir  George  Qesj, 
during  his  then  administration  of  the  goTei»' 
ment,  thought  fit  to  delegate  to  the  Snpena- 
tendents  of  provinces  a  power  of  remittiiig 
small  fines,  subject,  in  each  case,  to  the  Qo- 
vemor's  confirmation.  Such  a  power  wss,  in 
his  (Sir  Qeorge  Orey's)  opinion,  proper  to  be 
vested  in  some  local  authority,  it  being  impos- 
sible otherwise  to  provide  for  exigencies  reqai^ 
ing  immediate  action  a(  a  remote  .distance  nm 
the  seat  of  Government.  Concurring  ss  he 
(Mr.  Sewell)  did  in  that  general  principle,  hs 
nevertheless  ventured  to  think  that  eadx  a 
power  should  not  be  vested  in  deetive  Saperio- 
tendents.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  might,  such 
was  the  course  taken  upon  mature  consideratiaB 
by  Sit  George  Grey.  Acting  Govemot  Wynysri 
had  expressly  con&med  this  anth<mty  to  S^^at- 
intendents;  and  Colonel  Browne,  nndetthe  s^ 
vice  of  his  former  Ministers,  had  praotieallyis- 
cognized  and  acted  upon  it  in  several  instaoMS. 
Particularly  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Stafford  *»''"*««'*. 
the  head  of  the  late  Ministry,  fonnetly  Sap«(. 
intendent  of  Nelson,  the  power  of  the  Snpa- 
inteudent  to  remit  fines  had  been  recognized 
and  confirmed.  Now,  in  his  (Mr.  Sewell^ 
opinion,  the  Government  of  which  his  lumois- 
aole  friend  Mr.  Tanored  was  a  member  mi 
greatly  to  blame  in  this  matter.  Holding  tte 
opiilions  which  they  did,  and  in  which  ha  (Hr. 
Sewell)  concurred,  that  such  an  authority  ms 
not  properly  to  be  delegated  to  the  Sapaziii- 
tendents,  it  was  incumbent  on  them  exjmsilf 
to  withdraw  it.  Having  allowed  it  to  oontinos, 
they  could  not  hold  Superintendents  responsiUs 
for  the  exercise  of  such  power.  The  Snpena- 
tendent  of  Wellington  would  reasonably  sop- 
pose  that  this  authority  was  vested  in  him,  sal 
might  be  exercised  by  him  without,  exposing 
him  to  such  severe  andunvrananted  censure  ■ 
was  conveyed  by  the  resolutions  of  last  sessioa. 
Under  these  circumstances,  in  his  (Mr.  Sewell's) 
opinion,  the  Government  was  bound  to  giw 
effect  to  the  Superintendent's  remission  of  fins 
in  this  particular  case.  As  regarded  the  opinicB 
expressed  by  the  Chief  Justice,  that  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Government,  in  remitting  thte 
fine,  had  violated  the  law,  he  referred  to  tiis 
Governor's  Commission,  which  expressly  au- 
thorized him  to  remit  fines.  If  the  Chief  Jostles 
seriously  entertained  such  an  opinion,  it  was 
indispensably  necessary  that  reference  should 
be  made  to  the  Home  authorities  to  set  that 
question  at  rest.  It  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Sewell's) 
opinion,  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  admitted  that  the  power  was 
one  to  be  exercised  with  great  discretioa :  in 
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-jlirtienl&r,  in  bU  ca8e8  the  Jad^  or  Uacistrata, 
•«I  whatever  degree,  ought  to  be  rateireS  to.  It 
vonld  have  been,  he  ^r.  Sewell)  thought,  fair 
^nd  candid  if  the  Chief  Justice  had  read  pas- 
:8agea  from  his  (Mr.  Sewell's)  memorandum  ex- 
pressing that  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TA^CKEB  said,  whatever 
might  be  the  right  or  wrong  in  this  case,  there 
had  been  a  maladministration  of  justice  in  that 
portion  of  the  colony  with  which  he  was  more 
particularly  connected. 

The  Hon.  Hr.  SEWEXL.— I  defy  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  establish  a  single 
'Case. 

The  Hon.  Hr.  TANCREB  regretted  that 
there  was  not.  time  to  allow  him  to  go  so  fully 
into  this  question  as  had  been  done  by  the  pre- 
-vioos  speaker ;  but  he  wished  to  correct  some 
allegations  that  had  been  made,  particularly 
<^t  the  resolutions  of  the  former  session  had 
been  dictated  by  party  feeling.  He  was  of 
•opinion  that  the  Council  had  been  justified  in 
-expressing  the  opinion  they  had  done  in  that 
■case,  as  tiie  new  Government  had  disclosed  a 
tendency  to  underrate  the  decisions  of  the 
-tribunals  of  the  colony.  It  was  his  impression 
"that  a  reckless  system  of  pardoning  had  been 
porsned  by  the  late  Government.  The  action 
pursued  by  the  former  Government  had  been 
reversed,  by  which  they  had  informed  the 
£qperintendent  that  he  had  wrongly  exercised 
his  powers.  The  Assembly  had  decided  that  it 
was  incompetent  for  the  Government  to  inter- 
fere. The  qnestion,  however,  could  be  more 
fully  discussed  when  they  had  all  the  papers 
before  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL.  —  Except  in  one 
particular  case  I  never  advised  a-pardon  with- 
•ont  having  obtained  the  opinion  of  a*Judge. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  (the  Hon.  Mr. 
'Tancred)  makes  such  a  charge  I  repudiate  it. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  thought  there 
had  been  strong  party  feeling  in  connection 
with  this  case,  but  he  had  endeavoured  to  view 
jt  Miart  from  party  feeling. 

lie  Hon.  Mr.  CBAVrFORD,  as  the  Magis- 
iratewho  had  sat  upon  the  bench  with  Mr. 
Feiatd  on  hearing  this  case,  regretted  that  it 
had  been  reopened.  He  believed  Mr.  Ferard  to 
be  a  painstaking  Magistrate ;  and  in  forming  his 
judgment  on  the  case  he  (Mr.  Crawford)  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Inspector  of  Police,  Atchi- 
son, nad  erred  through  excess  of  zeal,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  to  protect  the  public  from  ex- 
cess of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  police,  and  he 
had  therefore  concnired  in  the  judgment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  thought  that  the 
action  which  had  been  taken  last  session  was  a 
mistake,  and  was  attributable  to  party  feeling. 
Unless  care  was  taken  tho  Council  would  get 
into  a  difficulty.  If  they  accepted  the  present 
resolution  they  must  go  into  the.  question,  as 
they  could  not  allow  the  papers  to  remain  on 
the  table  without  taking  further  action.  He 
believed  the  most  prudent  course  would  be  not 
to  go  into  the  matter,  and  he  should  therefore 
move  "  the  previous  question." 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNEY,  in  reply, 
strongly  disclaimed  being 'actuated  by   ay  party 


or  personal  feeling,  or  having  made  partial 
or  garbled  statements.  He  had  quoted  from 
copies  of  the  correspondence.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  in  no  one  instance  asked  him 
to  "  read  on,"  or  to  take  up  the  quotation 
from  an  earlier  paragraph,  nor  disputed  the 
truth  of  any  single  passage.  He  (Chief  Justice 
Amey)  had  been  willing  to  read  the  whole 
of  those  voluminous  documents  which  he 
held  up  and  exhibited  to  the  Council,  but  had 
refrained  from  doing  so  from  a  desire  not  to 
weary  the  Council.  It  was  said  he  treated  Qie 
opinions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  with  con- 
tempt ;  but  the  Council  would  bear  testimony 
that  he  had  not  used  one  discourteous  expression 
towards  him.  If,  indeed,  any  one  should  have 
complained  of  "  contempt,"  he  might  rather 
have  complained  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  meet- 
ing month  after  month,  and,  at  times,  day  after 
day,  in  friendly  conversation,  should  not  have 
paid  him  the  courtesy  of  asking  him  the  reasons 
of  his  opinion,  expressed  at  the  call  of  the  Coun- 
cil, before  he  overruled  that  opinion.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  then  have  written  the  legal  opinions  con- 
tained in  those  unfortunate  memoranda.  He 
would  not  follow  those  remarks  by  which  the 
Superintendent  of  Wellington  was  made  the 
prominent  feature ;  for  he  complained  not  so 
much  of  any  Superintendent  as  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  honourable  gentleman  justified  that 
complaint  by  reiterating  those  unsound  views  of 
law  which  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  had  already  , 
disposed  of,  condemning  the  decision  of  the 
Magistrates  as  not  according  to  law.  [The 
honourable  gentleman  then  read  the  delegated 
authority  from  Sir  George  Grey.]  The  Council 
would  perceive  that,  so  far  as  that  delegation 
could  palliate,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
case.  That  authority  referred  to  the  cases  of 
seamen,  whom,  under  special  circumstances,  it 
might  be  desirable  to  liberate  and  enable  to  join 
their  ships. on  the  eve  of  departure  from  the 
colony,  and  to  those  rare,  exceptional  cases  in 
which,  the  remission  of  the  fine  being  itself 
proper,  the  only  question  was  one  of  time,  and 
from  the  poverty  of  the  party  fined  it  was  de- 
sirable to  remit  at  once.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
was  pretended  here.  The  £2  16s.  6d.  might  as 
well  have  been  paid — as,  in  fact,  it  was  at  last 
paid — and  the  Governor  might  then  have  been 
a^ed  to  remit.  Neither  did  that  authority 
apply  where,  as  in  the  present  case,  there  was 
both  the  right^  and  the  facility  to  appeal  to  a 
Supreme  Court  Judge  residing  on  the  spot.  Tho 
reoil  ground  assumed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  Council  had  heard  asserted  in  that  de- 
bate. The  honourable  gentleman  said  all  the 
Superintendent  did  was,  he  said,  "I  won't  have 
this  man  punished."  He  (Chief  Justice  Amey) 
would,  for  "  Superintendent,"  read  "  Govern- 
ment." If  such  a  doctrine  were  maintained, 
the  criminal  law  of  the  country  lay  at  the 
mercy  of  an  arbitrary  power.  If  a  man  were 
brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  charged  with 
an  offence,  the  Judge  was  bound  to  hear  the 
charge,  and  if  the  charge  were  proved  it  became 
bis  doty.^  give  judgment  according  to  law. 
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Upon  that  jadgment  the  law  affixed,  within 
prescribed  limits,  the  punishment.  And,  if, 
tmder  the  gnise  of  prerogative,  the  Government 
entered  the  Queen's  Courts  saying,  "  We  will 
not  have  this  or  that  offender  punished,"  they 
simply  claimed  to  set  aside  the  law.  He 
earnestly  hoped  the  lawful  decisions  of  the 
Courts  of  justice  would  in  future  be  main- 
tained, and  in  that  hope  he  moved  for  the  pro- 
duction of  these  papers,  that  the  Council  might 
be  informed  on  the  subject. 

The  question,  "That  this  question  be  now 
put,"  was  agreed  to. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Tueiday,  I2th  Augutt,  1862. 


Seat  of  Qovemment— Manicipal  Inntitiitioiift— Hand- 
book of  Law— Middle  laLuid— First  Beadings— 
Select  Committee — SmumaryProcedura  on  Bills 
BUI  —  Naturalization  BUI  — Native  lAnds  BUI 
(No.l).  

Mr.  Spe  AKKB  took  the  ohaix  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  DICK  asked   the  Colonial    Secretary, 

Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 

to  propose  during  the  session  a  removal  of  the 

*  seat  of  Government  to  a  more  central  position 

in  the  colony? 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  Government  acknow- 
ledged the  necessity  of  some  such  change,  but 
it  was  not  their  intention  to  move  in  the  matter 
this  session. 

MUNICIPAL  INSTITUTIONS. 
Mr.  O'NEILL  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  the  (Jovemment  intend  during 
the  present  session  to  introduce  any  measure 
for  conferring  municipal  institutions  on  snch 
towns  as  may  be  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
same  ?  He  said  he  believed  that  the  late  Minis- 
try intended,  if  they  remained  in  office,  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  of  the  character  indicated  in  his 
question.  At  least,  he  gathered  as  much  from 
ihe  reasons  given  for  the  disallowance  of  the 
Manukau  Harbour  Bill.  The  population  of 
the  larger  towns  was  increasing  so  rapidly  that  it 
oould  sot  be  expected  that  they  would  be  content 
with  such  powers  as  might  be  given  them  from 
the  Provincial  Councils,  even  if  a  doubt  did  not 
exist  of  the  Provincial  Councils  being  able  to 
delegate  their  powers  at  all  to  other  bodies. 
If  the  Government  would  bring  in  a  Bill  similar 
to  the  English  Commissioners  Act  it  would 
meet  the  wants  of  the  colony.  The  people  of 
Auckland  were  not  satisfied  with  the  powers 
given  them  by  their  Provincial  Council,  and 
would  have  come  to  this  House  for  enlarged 
powers  were  it  not  that  circumstances  pre- 
Tented  it  at  the  proper  time.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  the  subject  up  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  then  the  people  of  such 

Son.  Chief  Jtutice  Artujf 


towns  as  teqnired  large  jMwera  of  seU-gonm- 
ment  could  apply  for  tha  same  by  petition. 

Mr.  DOMEVT  said,  so  far  as  he  was  infnarnma, 
there  was  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  ProvinoUl 
Council  having  the  power  referred  to.  Ha 
thought  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  pteseot 
Government  to  bring  in  such  a  measure. 

HANDBOOK  OP  LAW. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  asked  Ministers,  Whether  the 
Handbook  of  Law,  for  the  publishing  of  whiok 
money  was  voted  last  session,  is  yet  printed? 

Mr.  GILLIES  replied  that  a  portioa  of  it 
was  prepared  and  pnnted. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  POX  asked  the  Colonial  Secretuy, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  GoTemmeot 
to  make  any,  and  what,  provision  for  the  bettst 
administration  of  the  General  Govemmentitt 
the  Middle  Island? 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  they  did  not  intend  at  p*- 
sent  to  make  such  provision  ;  there  had  berai  a 
meeting  of  the  Middle  Island  members,  and  it 
was  thought  better  that  no  partial  or  tempo- 
rary plan  should  be  adopted,  until  the  GoTeo- 
ment  were  in  a  position  to  oome  down  with  itt, 
practioal,  and  full  resolutions. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Miners'  Representation  Bill,  Representatiai 
Bill,  Arms  Act  Continuance  BiU,  BUls  of  Sil* 
Registration  Amendment  Bill,  Lost  Land. 
orders  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Military  Suppli* 
Customs  Bill,  Joint-stock  Companies  Amei^ 
ment  Bill,  Crown  Granto  BiU  (No.  2). 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Caovpr  Liiima  Bill. — Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  C«. 
lenso,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond,  Mr.  Domett,  Mb 
Brandon,  Mr.  Eyes,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr:  Gillies,  Mb 
Dillon  Bell,  and  Mr.  FitzGeraldL 

SUMMARY  PROCEDURE  ON  BILLS  BHi, 
The  Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill  wat 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  t» 
the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  lepott 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  Bill  was  read  a  seeoni 
time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
stages  without  amendment. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  1). 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  tbs 
second   reading   of    the    Native    Lands  BiB 
(No.  1), 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  That  the  sm3 
order  of  the  day  be  discharged. 
The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  18. 


Atkinson 

Moorhouse 

Thomson. 

Carleton 

Nixon 

Watt 

Colonso 

Ormond 

Weld 

Cooksou 

Richardson 

Wilson. 

Domett 

Russell 

TeUtr. 

Feathers  ton 

Stafford 

FitzGerald. 

Jollia' 

Digitized  by 


Google 


1662.] 


NaHw  Affam. 


[HOUSE.]         mnisterial  Statement.      -638 


KoBS,  10. 
Bell  ManteU  Wood. 

Snndon  Taylor,  0.  J. 

Dick  Taylor,  W.  W.  TelUr. 

Pax  WiUiamson.J'noWaid. 

Uajotity  for,  8. 

notion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  discharged  ao- 
coidingly. 

The  House  adjoomed  at  five  minntes  to  two 
o'doek  pjn. 


HOtJSE  OP  BEPRESENTAHVES. 
Wednesday,  13th  August,  1862. 


S*tlTe  Affairs— Waya  and  Meant— Mioiaterlal  State- 
ment—First  Beadings— Iieave  of  Absenoe— Arms 
Act  Continaajiee  Bill— Bills  of  Bale  Beglstration 
Amendment  Bill — Lost  Iiand-ordera  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill— Militar;  Supplies  Customs  Bill- 
Joint-stock  Companies  Amendment  Bill— Marine 
Boards  BiU^-:Sammary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill. 

]fi.  Sfeaeeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbaykbs. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD— with  reference  to  the 
fallowing  notices :  To  ask  the  Native  Minister 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  bring  in  any  Bill  for  assimilating  the  pro- 
posed mstrict  runanga  system  to  the  provincial 
intern  cf  the  rest  of  the  colony  by  the  forma- 
faon  of  Native  provinces;  to  ask  the  Native 
Minister  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  in  any  Bill  for  enabling  the 
Sapreme  Court  to  try  cases  in  Native  districts 
pending  the  formation  of  jnry  and  grand  jury 
lists  in  such  districts ;  to  afik  the  Native  Mmis- 
ter  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  constitute  separate  electoral  districts 
wholly  or  principally  inhabited  by  Natives,  and 
to  give  a  franchise  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
dirtricts  Vhich  shall  enable  them  to  elect  mem- 
bers to  this  Honse  or  to  Provincial  Councils,  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  a  representative  to  miners  in  gold- 
fields — said  he  had  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Native  Minister,  and  it  appeared  to  be  better 
'  for  the  public  service  that  he  should  abstain 
from  patting  the  first  and  third  questions  for  the 
present,  as,  the  subject  being  under  the  con- 
sideration of  His  Excellency's  Advisers,  it  oonld 
be  better  answered  in  a  few  days.  He  there- 
fore simply  asked  the  second  question.  It  was 
well  known  that  cases  had  occurred  of  consider- 
able importance,  in  which  the  Supreme  Court 
was  imaDle  to  act  owing  to  the  want  of  a  jury 
list  in  Native  districts. 

Mr.  DILIiON  BELL  repUed  that  a  Bill  had 
been  prepared  by  the  lat9  Ministry,  which 
would  De  taken  up  by  the  present  Government, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  brought  before  the 
House,  and  which,  together  with  another  Bill, 
would  meet  ihe  diffieuty. 

WATS  AND  MEANS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DLLLON  BELL,  it 


was  agreed.  That  this  House  will,  to-morro#, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
ways  and  means  for  raising  the  supply  granted 
to  Her  Majesty. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  DOMETT  informed  the  Honse,  as  he 
intimated  he  would  yesterdav,  that  a  Bill  had 
been  prepared,  embodying  the  views  of  the 
Government  upoit  the  subject  of  the  sale  of 
their  lands  by  the  Natives,  and  he  hoped  the 
Native  Minister  would  move  for  leave  to  bring 
it  in  to-morrow  or  next  day.  The  principles  ox 
the  Bill  resembled,  in  several  points,  the  Bill 
proposed  by  the  late  Ministry.  He  need  hardly 
remind  the  House  that  the  Ministers  did  not 
consider  themselves  to  stand  in  the  position  of 
being  absolutely  bound  to  bring  in  any  new 
policy  at  all.  Their  business,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, was  simply  to  carry  out  Sir  GeoMe 
Grey's  policy ;  though,  whenever  they  thon^t 
it  should  be  altered  or  amended  in  any  way, 
they  intended,  of  course,  to  ofier  their  advice 
to  the  Governor  to  make  such  amendment  or 
alterations — always  maintaining,  however,  the 
position  they  had  taken  up,  that,  while  they 
had  a  right  to  advise,  they  did  not  assume  the 
power  of  actual  decision,  because  that  would 
necessarily  carry  with  it  the  responsibility  for 
the  policy  so  decided  on — a  responsibility  which 
they  should  not  take,  because  clearly  it  wa* 
not  their  duty  to  the  country  to  be  answerable 
for  the  means  of  extricating  the  colony  from 
the  difficulties  it  had  got  into  under  a  govern- 
ment of  the  Natives  carried  on  from  Home  by 
a  representative  of  the  Crown.  But,  to  return 
to  the  BiU,  he  believed  it  would  be  universally 
acknowledged,  as  appeared  from  all  the  repor^ 
on  Sir  Geoige  Grey's  plan,  that  the  greatest 
source  of  the  distrust  entertained  towards  the 
Government  by  the  Natives  arose  from  the  sus- 
picion which  they  had  of  its  intentions  with 
respect  to  their  lands,  a  suspicion  which,  it  was 
also  admitted,  had  arisen  in  a  very  great  degree 
from  the  Government  maintaining  its  sole  right 
of  pre-empticm.  That  policy,  every  one  seemed 
to  allow,  had  failed ;  and,  mdeed,  it  might  be 
argued  that  it  had  brought  about  the  very  dis- 
turbances with  the  Natives  which  it  was  priiji- 
cipally  adopted  with  the  intention  of  preventing. 
The  general  feeling,  therefore,  was,  that  that 
principle  ought  to  be  abandoned,  as  the  Bill  of 
the  late  Ministry  proposed.  The  present  Go- 
vernment, however,  had  carried  out  the  prin- 
ciple of  their  Bill  a  little  further  than  the  bthez 
did,  because 'they  thought  that,  when  making 
a  concession,  it  was  b^t  to  make  it  without 
reserve — freely  and  folly;  and  they  proposed, 
therefore,  to  acknowledge  absolutely  the  pro- 
prietary rights  and  title  of  the  Natives  to  the 
lands  they  held  by  Native  custom.  The  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  give  them  the  power  of 
ascertekining  tneir  titles  for  themselves,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  intended  to  institute  Native 
Courts,  with  a  European  presiding,  which 
Courts  should  have  the  power  of  issuing  certifi- 
cates of  title,  having  the  force  of  Crown 
grants  in  enabling  the  Natives  to  dispose  of 
theii  lands  to  whomsoever  they  pleased.    The 
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only  reservations  would  ba  »  powes  io  the  £k>- 
Temment  to  make  reserves  in  certain  oases 
where  the  Natives  mijght  be  temj>ted  to  part 
with  the  whole  of  their  lands,  which  reserves 
wonld  be  made  their  inalienable  inheritanoe. 
The  Oovenunent  did  not  think  this  case  likely 
to  oocnr,  though  it  was  feared  by  the  Qovemop 
tbat  it  might,  and  accordingly,  at  his  desire, 
they  inserted  this  power  in  their  Bill.  The 
other  Uinitation,  if  it  oould  be  so  called,  was  a 
declaration  that  all  contracts  made  before  the 
issne  of  the  certificates  should  be  null  and  void. 
With  these  limitations,  the  Qovemor  fuUy 
agreed  to  the  course  proposed,  and  was  willing 
to  leave  the  question  of  responsibility  as  it 
stood  before.  Of  course  they  could  not  have 
pressed  this  measure  on  the  Governor,  if  he  had 
been  disinclined  to  adopt  it,  without  incurring 
tiie  whole  responsibility  of  it;  Int,  the  Qovemor 
having  fully  acquiesced  in  it,  the  responsibility 
remained  as  it  was.  The  measure  proposed 
was  broader  and  fuller  than  that  of  tneir  pre- 
decessors in  office,  going  in  a  bolder  way  to  the 
root  of  the  evU,  and  in  concessions  made  would 
have  more  chance  of  attaining  the  desired 
effect.  The  grace  of  the  concession  would  not 
be  marred  by  any  suspicious  reservation  or 
over-cautious  limitation.  A  measure  had  been 
prepared  by  the  late  Ministry  for  organizing  a 
mihtary  force,  which  the  Government  intended 
to  proceed  with.  Although  the  name  did  not 
denote  so  much,  he  meant  to  proceed  with  it, 
as  it  would  enable  the  Governor  to  establish  a 
kind  of  police  force,  to  be  mounted  and  armed 

■  when  necessary,  composed  of  mixed  Europeans 
and  Natives.  A  force  of  this  land,  similar  to 
the  Irish  Constabulary  Force,  would  be  one  of 
the  best  means  that  could  be  adopted  to  settle 
disturbed  districts  without  the  employment  of 
regular  troops;  and,  this  measure  seeming  to 
be  intended  to  establish  such  a  force,  which 
he  knew  was  part  of  the  Governor's  policy, 
the  Government  would  take  it  up  and  in- 
troduce it  in  a  few  davs.  There  was  also 
another  measure  of  the  late  Government  re- 
lating to  the  Supreme  Court,  referred  to  a  few 
minutes  ago  by  the  Native  Minister,  which, 
with  some  material  alterations,  iJiey  would 
proceed  With.  These  were  all  measures  of  oon- 
eiliation — except,    perhaps,  the  Constabulary 

■  Force,  which  was,  however,  such,  at  all  events, 
M  to  tend  to  the  establishment  of  law  and 
order,  and,  together  with  the  establishment  of 
settlements  on  the  outskirts  of  the  old  settle- 
ments, would  be,  he  thought,  the  best  pacifica- 
tory measures  they  could  take  under  present 
oiroumstances.  He  would  shortly  be  prepared 
with  a  Bill  to  ask  the  ECouse  for  the  loan  of  a 
million ;  and  he  had  made  inquiries  the  result 
of  which  showed  that  some  useful  immigrants 
— with  that  view  of  ^tecting  the  settlers — 

.  could  be  introduced  into  the  country.  Ha 
hoped  these  measures  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  House  and  would  meet  with  its  support. 

Wx.  FITZGEBALD  asked  if  the  Government 
would  place  on  the  table  to-moctow  the  resp- 
lutions  they  intended  to  propose  with  reference 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch,  because 
-what  had  just  fallen  from  the  honooxablemem- 
Itr.DomtU 


her  was  directly  opposite  to  both  what  had  beaa 
written  hy  the  Governor  to  the  Duke  of  Ne«- 
castle,  and  by  the  Duke  to  the  Governor. 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  tiiey  wonld  not  bs 
able  to  do  so  till  Fnday. 

FIB8T  BBADmOS. 
Lmt  Pnkctitionert  Amendment  Bill,  Krit 
Protection  Bill,  Court  of  Appeal  Bill, 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  fbr  a  fortaigU 
to  Mr.  Eyes  and  Mr.  Saondeia. 

ARMS  ACT  OONTINUANCB  BHiL. 
The  Arms  Act  Oontinnanoe  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  n- 
maining  stages  without  unotdment. 


BILLS  OF  SALE  REGISTBATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Bills  of  Sale  Registration  Amendnuot 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thiDOft 
all  its  remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

LOST  LANDi^ORDERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL.. 
The  Lost  Land-orders  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  tk* 
Select  Committee  on  the  Crown  Lands  BiU. 

MILITARY  SUPPLIES  CUSTOMS  BILL 
The  Military  Supplies  Customs  Bill  was  i«ad 
a  second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  n- 
maining  stages  vrithout  amendment. 


JOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES  AMENDMBH. 
BILL. 
The  Joint-stock  Companies  Amendment  BiD 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  throu^  til 
itf  remaining  stages  without  ^TnawHirignt. 

MARINE  BOARDS- BILL. 

Mr.  MANTELL  moved.  That  the  Haziw 
Boards  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  moved,  as  an  anmi- 
ment,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  fti» 
day  six  months. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Bill  Bead  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  i 
Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Dr.  Featherstos, 
Major  Richardson,  Mr.  John  Williamson,  Ut 
Moorhouse,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Jam» 
Williamson,  and  Mr.  Msintell. 

SUMMARY  PROCEDURE  ON  BILLS 

BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  th9  whal* 

House  on  the  Summary  Procedure  oa  Bills  BOl 

was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  iMda 

third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjpunied  at  a«veii>o'ol«ok.piiik 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  lith  August,  186Z. 


First  BeadlngB— Steam  Narlgation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakeb  took  the  chair  ftt  two 
'o'ok>ok. 

FIRST  EEADING3. 
Natnralization  Bill,  Sommary  Prooednre  on 
Bills  Bill,  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill,  Bills  of 
Sale  Begistration  Amendment  Bill,  Militaiy 
Supplies  Customs  Bill,  Joint-stock  Companies 
Amendment  Bill,  Be»ident  Magistrates' Juris- 
diction Extansion  Bill. 

8TKAM  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Steam  Navigation  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Ptogieas  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Coonoil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP    BEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  lith  August,  1862. 


Yolnnteen  and  MiUtia— Native  Lands— Jadloial— 
Wan  and  Means — Nominated  Bnperintendentg 
Bill— Law  Fiaotittonars  Act  Amandmeot  Bill— 
Cooit  of  Appeal  Bill— Miners'  Bepreaentation 
Bill. 


Mr.  Sfeakbb  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 
Pbatkbs. 

V0LUNTEEB8  AND  MILITIA. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  {or  copies  of  any 
correspondence  between  the  Government  and 
officers  of  the  colonial  forces  relative  to  dis- 
tinctions conferred  by  Her  Majesty  on  account 
of  military  services  in  New  Zealand  in  which 
the  colonial  forces  ^ere  engaged  along  with 
Her  Majesty's  zegnlar  troops.  He  said  when 
the  correspondence  in  question  was  before  the 
House  honourable  members  might  consider 
whether  it  might  not  be  fitting  for  the  House 
te  express  some  opinion  with  respect  to  Qie 
position,  as  to  distinctions  of  merit  of  those 
colonial  forces  -which  served,  or  might  be  called 
open  to  serve,  alraig  with  Her  Majesty's  regular 
troops,  in  respect  of  what  the  colony  had 
already  done.  The  Dnke  of  Newcastle  was 
under  a  g^eat  misconception  if  he  believed 
that  the  people  of  the  colony  had  not  already 
made  great  sacrifices  in  providing  forces  in 
rapport  of  Her  Majesty's  authority.  Not  only 
hsd  portions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
generally  come  forward ;  but  in  one  province 
•very  adult  male,  down  to  lads  of  sixteen,  had 
for  the  last  two  and  a  half  years  been  fulfilling 
— and  liable  undar  martial  law  to  fulfil — every 
dnty  of  a  soldier  which  the  officer  in  command 
of  Her  Majesty's  troops  might  call  upon  tiiiem 
to  ftttoim.  How  they  had  performed  their 
ddties  the  Home  well  knew,  not  only  as  to  gar- 


risen  duties,  without  the  shelter  of  sentry-boBsa 
or  even  great-coats  on  night  guards  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  but  in  action  in  the  field,  either 
alone  or  with  the  regular  troops.  With  re- 
spect to  their  oondoet  in  action,  it  was,  aftor 
Waireka  and  Mahoetahi,  unnecessary  to  speak 
at  length ;  but  one  oharaoteristio  distinguished 
them,  and  was  entitled  to  special  notice— it 
was  that  they  never  deserted  their  killed  or 
wounded  comrades  in  the  field.  From  Waireka 
— which  was  the  first  occasion  they  were  under 
fire,  and  where  they  held  their  position  alone, 
although  short  of  ammunition,  after  the  rest 
of  the  forces  engaged  had  retired — to  the  last 
engagement  they  had  always  defended  and 
brought  ofi  their  wounded  or  dead  comrades ; 
and  by  so  doing  had  stimulated  and  main- 
tained their  spirit  and  dash  as  an  armed  foi«M 
in  favourable  contrast  to  what,  on  many  occa- 
sions, had  been  the  conduct  of  other  foroea; 
for  nothing  was  calculated  more  to  take  the 
heart  out  of  an  armed  force  than  the  feeling 
that,'  if  they  were  hurt  even  temporarily  in 
action,  they  might  be  left  by  their  comrades  to 
the  perils  which  it  was  well  known  often  befal 
wounded  men  left  on  the  field  of  battle.  If, 
therefore,  colonial  forces  behaved  well,  and 
underwent  equal  danger  sjid  hardships  with  the 
regular  troops  of  the  Empire,  the  Imperial 
authorities  might  fairly  be  asked  to  consider 
whether  distinctions  might  not  be  at  times 
awarded  to  them  by  the  Crown,  whose  subjects 
they  were,  and  the  saoriflces  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  called  upon  them 
to  make  be  thus  somewhat  stimulated  by  a 
share  of  the  rewards  given  by  the  Crown  to  sub- 
jects living  in  other  portions  of  the  Empire. 

Major  RICHARDSON  regretted  that  tho 
honourable  member  had  represented  by  in- 
sinuation that  the  British  troops  had  ever  un- 
justifiably deserted  a  wounded  comrade:  There 
were  circumstances  when  a  withdrawal  of 
troops  from  any  point  was  necessary;  and,  in 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  on  the  ocoa8i<m 
he  believed  the  honourable  member  referred  to, 
that  withdrawal  was  by  special  comnuuid,  and 
a  soldier's  duty  was  to  obey. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  would  resist  to  the 
utmost  any  imputation  of  cowardice  on  the 
part  of  the  British  troops.  In  the  late  war 
there  was  a  desertion  of  comrades  who  had  not 
been  wounded.  He  looked  upon  that  as  a  dis- 
graceful thing.  The  reason  for  it  had  not  been 
explained.  If  the  forces  had  been  under  the 
control  of  the  Governor  we  should  have  heen 
saved  hundreds  M  thousands  of  pounds;  we 
should  have  been  saved  the  loss  of  so  many 
lives ;  and  we  should  have  been  saved  that  most 
difficult  problem  to  solve — the  present  position 
of  Taraxxaki. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin,  that 
there  was  nothing  that  had  fallen  from  him 
(Mr.  Stafford)  that  would  reflect  cowardice  upon 
the  British  soldier.  What  he  did  say  wm: 
"  Nothing  was  so  likely  to  take  the  heart  out  of 
a  man  in  the  field  of  battle  as  the  feeling  that, 
by  any  mishap,  he  was  liable  to  be  left  by  his 
comrades. to  thfi  perils — often  worse  than  deatit 
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— which  it  was  well-known  often  betel  wounded 
men  left  on  the  field  of  battle."  The  honoar- 
»ble  member  was  wrong  in  supposing  that  he 
(Mr.  StaSord)  referred  to  any  partioular  occa- 
sions. The  occurrence  was  not  a  single  in- 
stance. On  one  occasion  a  whole  company  of 
the  40bh  were  left  to  their  fate. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved  for  a  copy  of  all  com- 
munications addressed  to  the  late  or  present 
Qovemment  by  Mr.  Justice  Johnston  relating 
to  the  execution  of  his  functions  as  Commis- 
eioner,  appointed  by  the  letters  patent  of  28th 
May,  1861,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  any 
difierenoee  arising  "among  members  of  the 
Kgatifiwa  Tribe  who  may  claim  proprietary 
rights  in  the  land  taken  possession  of  by  Her 
Majesty's  forces  at  Taranalci  "  pursuant  to  the 
terms  on  which  His  Excellency  Qovemor 
Browne  accepted  their  submission. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  commuaication  by  Mr.  Justice  Johnston 
on  the  subject.  If  there  was  it  would  be  laid' 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  proper  way  to  put 
this  motion  was,  That  an  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency,  requesting  that  he  will 
please  cause  to  be  laid  on  the  table  a  copy,  &c. 

Resolution  amended  accordingly,  and  agreed 
to. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  That  there  be 
laid  upon  the  table  a  return  of  all  cases  in 
which  the  sentences  of  criminals  have  been  re- 
mitted, in  whole  or  in  part,  by  His  Excellency 
the  Qovemor  since  the  1st  of  January,  1860, 
so  far  as  the  same  can  be  given ;  together  with 
all  the  correspondence,  other  than  that  of  a 
merely  formal  character,  relating  to  such  re- 
mission in  each  case,  and  that  such  return  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  prepared.  He 
thought  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  in- 
formation should  be  afforded,  and,  though  he 
did  not  wish  to  insinuate  any  charge  against 
His  Excellency  or  his  Advisers,  yet  the  manner 
in  which  the  system  of  remitting  the  sentences 
of  criminals  had  been  exercised  had  created 
great  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  colony, 
and  in  a  oaae  in  Canterbury  a  criminal  of  the 
worst  character  had  been  released. 

Mr.  WARD  was  of  opinion  that  the  honour- 
Able  member  had  not  taken  the- right  course  to 
^uiet  the  dissatisfaction  he  spoke  of.  The  in- 
formation required  might  have  been  obtained 
in  another  place,  and  ne  did  not  think  this 
motion  would  be  productive  of  much  satisfac- 
tion. 

.  Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  hpnourable  mem- 
ber ought  to  have  stated  what  other  place  than 
this  House  they  were  to  look  for  information. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere,  that  very  great  dissatisfaction 
had  been  felt,  and  the  Governor  had  received 
many  resignations  from  Justices  of  the  Peace ; 
many  more  being  on  their  way  to  him.  He 
thought  if  information  were  got  it  would  not 
«nly  dispel  that  disaffection,  bnt  that  the 
Itr.  Stafford 


House  would  then  be  able  to  judge  how  tai  that 
disaffection  was  well  founded. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  that  the  Govemmoit 
could  have  no  objection  to  furnish  the  informa- 
tion if  required.  It  would  be  better  to  nun* 
for  the  correspondence  in  particular  cases,!* 
the  full  information  would  fill  a  Blue  Book) 
and  the  object  in  view  would  be  defeated,  m 
people  would  not  wade  through  such  a  mass  «( 
useless  correspondence.  He  might  furths 
state  that  the  register  for  a  considerable  pezioi 
was  lost  in  the  "  White  Swui." 

Mr.  FOX  thought  the  returns  ought  to  be 
furnished,  but  was  glad  this  had  not  been  madt 
a  party  question,  as  it  was  a  matter  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  functions  of  sH 
Governments.  He  had  heard  of  a  Superin- 
tendent who  had  gone  to  the  gaol  in  panoa 
and  liberated  a  whole  raff  of  criminals  on  \m 
natal  day,  after  the  manner  of  royalty.  If  the 
papers  were  furnished,  it  would  show  if  tiien 
were  any  foundation  tot  the  complaints  tiiat 
had  been  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  ef 

Ways  and  Means. 

TK  COMiriTTEB. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Mr.  Carleton,  I  aia 
saro  the  Committee  will  extend  me  their  ia- 
dttlgenoe  in  listening  to  the  Statement  whidi  I 
have  to  make,  when  they  remember  that  tin 
present  Government  has  only  been  in  olfiot 
for  a  week,  and  tha.t  Ministers  have  with 
difficulty  been  able  to  give  their  attention  it 
once  to  the  grave  questions  relating  to  Native 
affairs  raised  by  the  Duke  of  NewoastM 
despatch  of  the  2Gth  May,  and  to  the  qnestaoi 
of  finance.  Indeed,  but  for  the  assistanos  I 
received  from  my  predecessor  (Mr.  Wood)  I  sa 
sure  that  I  could  not  have  thoroughly  i^epand 
the  Financial  Statement  which  I  shaU  now  Uj 
before  the  House ;  and  I  gladly  renew  here  tbs 
thanks  which  I  express^  to  him  last  FndM 
for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  he  laa 
placed  at  my  disposal  the  papers  he  had  in  hii 
own  possession.  The  fact  was,  that  the  l(Hi  d 
the  "  White  Swan"  mode  it  impossible  fcssav 
ofie  newly  in  office,  without  the  papers  sad 
records  that  went  down  in  her,  to  see  whit 
the  state  of  the  finances  was ;  and  I  shooU 
probably  have  found  it  necessary,  but  for  i^ 
honourable  friend's  courtesy,  to  ask  the  Home 
to  adjourn  the  Financial  Statement  until  tat- 
tber  information  be  received  from  Auckland. 
The  steamer  "  Lord  Worsley,"  however,  whiA 
came  in  a -day  or  two  ago,  has  brought  ms 
documents  with  the  aid  whereof  I  am  "mi"*^ 
to  supply  details  not  in  the  possession  of  n^ 
predecessor  when  he  left  office.  The  ooiinel 
propose  to  invite  the  Committee  to  teke  to-d^ 
IS  to  consider,  first,  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  financial  year  which  has  jott  toc- 
pired ;  I  propose,  after  that,. to  explain  to  tte 
Oonxuttee  tbe  state  of  the  various  accounts 
of  transacticms  in  which  the  colony  hss  baea 
engaged,  and  on  which  detailed  infonnatiaa  baa 
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in  fanner  yeaxs  been  given  hy  my  predeoesson 
in  tiie  Treasnieisliip  ;  I  shall  then  call  the 
attention  of  the  Obmmittee  to  some  facts 
showing  the  poFogtess  of  the  colony  inpioeperity 
and  WMilth,  and  the  satisfactory  oondition  in 
which  the  popnlation  and  the  revenne  are  now 
and  may  be  enieoted  to  oontinue  ;  I  shall  then 
torn  to  the  estunates  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
iore  for  the  onrrent  year,  1862-63,  and  take  the 
o^^rtnnity  of  stating  the  views  of  the  Go- 
venunent  with  respect  to  the  financial  part  of 
His  Excellency's  plan  of  Native  policy;  and, 
lastly,  I  shall  ask  the  Committee  to  go  with 
me  into  the  consideration  of  the  questions 
caised  by  what  I  may  call  the  Imperial  bill. 
I  think  that  in  this  way  the  Committee  will 
best  be  able  to  arrive  at  an  idea  of  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  country. 

1— BEVXHDB   AMD  EXPENDITUKE  FOB  1861-62. 

On  this  first  subject  it  is  usual  to  examine, 
an  the  first  place,  the  revenue  of  the  preceding 
year,  in  order  to  see  what  improvement  or 
otherwise  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the 
£nuioes;  secondly,  to  Institute  a  comparison 
between  the  revenue  of  the  past  year  and  the 
actual  expenditure  of  the  year ;  and,  thirdly, 
to  compare  the  revenue  collected  with  the 
•mount  which  was  estimated.  This  affords 
Om  best  means  of  enabling  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  judge  how  far  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  connt^  has  been  prudent  in  its 
calculations,  has  been  economical  in  the  public 
financial  expenditure,  and  has  fulfilled  the 
duty  comprised  in  the  guardianship  of  the 
public  purse.  Before  I  proceed  to  details  of 
figures — details  of  what  honourable  members 
will  see  the  greater  part  of  my  observations  will 
have  to  be  loade  np-:-I  wish  to  observe  that,  as 
in  all  previous  yecuiB,  the  expenditure  of  the 
revenue  for  the  period  up  to  the  30th  June  last 
xaa — except  as  regards  the  Customs  receipts — 
-eMly  be  stated  approximately,  as  the  accounts 
of  the  colony  are  only  finally  brought  up  to  the 
-Slst  March ;  the  various  Trechsurers'  accovmts 
for  the  June  quarter  having  only  reached  the 
Treasury  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  the 
-"  Worsle^  "  having  left  Auckland  the  day  after 
the  receipt  of  those  accounts.  But  I  may 
assure  the  Committee  that  the  figures  which  I 
propose  to  lay  before  them  on  this  point  may 
Be  taken  as  substantially  correct,  and  that  no 
transaction  has  occurred  since  the  end  of 
March  that  would  to  a  material  extent  affect 
the  totals  I  will  now  give.  I  wish  also  to  ex- 
plain that  I  am  dealing  only  with  the  ordinary 
revenne  of  the  colony ;  because  the  territohiA 
levenne— to  which  I  shail  allude  presently  in 
connection  vrith  another  part  of  the  subject — 
is  provincial  revenue,  and  is  not  now  brought 
io  charge  in  the  unnna.!  accounts  of  the  colony. 
By  the  account  vrtiich  I  hold  in  my  hand  it  wUl 
be  seen  that  the  total  revenue  of  1861-62  was 
£378,790,  against  £229,790  received  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  being  an  increase  of  £149,000,  or 
about  65  per  cent.  In  addition,  however,  there 
are  other  snins,  including  savings  on  the  first 
division  of  the  Civil  liist,  which  are  brought  to 
«haige,  which  bong  up  the  total  amount  avail- 


able for  the  service  of  the  year  to  £386,090. 
The  next  thing  is,  what  became  of  the  money  ? 
The  actual  expenditure  on  the  service  of  the 
year  was  £188,975,  which  was  less  by  nearly 
£8,000  than  had  been  appropriated,  though  ft 
nearly  doubled  the  grants  of  the  preceding  year, 
which  had  only  amounted  to  £99,542.  After 
allowing  for  tlus  sum  of  £188,975,  and  after 
paying  £127,350  for  the  three-eighths  of  Cus- 
toms revenue  to  the  provinces,  there  remained 
a  nominal  surplus  of  £68,695.  But  there  is  a 
small  sum  of  £1,805,  spent  on  supplementary 
expenditure  of  1860-61,  and  another  of  £10,662 
for  1861-62.  It  will  be  in  the  recollectioa 
of  honourable  members  that  "  The  Debenture 
Act,  1860,"  wEks  passed  in  order  to  extend  over 
three  years  the  payment  of  supplementary  mi- 
authorized  expenditure  up  to-  that  time.  The 
state  of  the  revenue,  however,  has  allowed  the 
whole  of  that  supplementary  Expenditure  to  be 
provided  for.  The  sum  of  £11,100  was  stated 
in  my  predecessor's  suscount  last  year  as  having 
been  paid  off ;  and  the  whole  balance,  £25,500, 
may  be  paid  off  out  of  the  revenue  of  1861-68. 
There  is  some  supplementary  expenditure  for 
the  year  1860-61,  for  which  I  shall  have  to 
ask  a  vote  of  £1,806:  and  that  for  the  year 
1861-62,  as  far  as  at  present  known,  is  £10,653 
for  which  I  6hall  also  have  to  ask  a  vote  of  the 
House.  Assuming  all  those  items  to  be  paid 
off,  including  the  whole  unauthorized  expendi- 
ture of  previous  years,  there  will  still  re- 
main a  surplus  of  more  than  £30,000  good. 
That  also  must  be  a  matter  of  congratulation 
to  the  Committee.  I  will  now  proceed  to  show 
what  the  supplementary  expenditure  of  the 
year  jost  expired  consists  of ;  because  I  think  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  that  expendi- 
ture and  its  character  will  leave  very  little 
doubt  on  the  minds-  of  honourable  members  of 
the  propriety  of  making  that  expenditure  good. 
In  the  first  place  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  vote  taken  last  session,  the  printing 
for  the  General  Assembly  has  cost  £2,200  more 
— a  matter  which  I  shall  have  to  ask  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply  to  iu  the  estimates  of  this  year.  Then 
there  has  been  £750  additional  expenditure  for 
stationery,  which  it  was  impossible  for  any 
Government,  under  the  circumstances  of  last 
year,  to  have  avoided.  There  has  also  been  an 
exj>enditure  beyond  appropriation  of  £769  for 
extra  expenses  in  tstking  the  triennial  census. 
Fees  to  officers  under  the  Arms  Act  have 
amounted  to  £250  more  than  was  expected. 
On  account  of  the  goldfields  there  has  been  an 
increased  expenditure  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment departments  of  Otago  of  .^,500.  And 
the  last  item  is  one  which  I  am  sure  all  honour- 
able members ,will  say  is  very  small — namely, 
the  miscellaneous  unauthorized  expenditure, 
which  amounts  to  £193.  I  think,  therefore, 
that,  in  having  to  ask,  as  I  shall  by-and-by,  for 
the  authority  of  the  House  to  this  over-expen- 
ditxire  of  our  predecessors  in  office,  it  will  be 
admitted  that  the  expenditure  was  of  a  kind 
that  could  not  have  been  avoided. 

I  turn  back  now  to  the  comparison  of  the 
revenue  with  the  expenditure,  and  of  the  teve- 
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.nne  aotuaUy  collected  with  the  eetimates  made 
by  my  predecessors  in  office  last  year,  in 
order,  as  I  said  at  first,  that  the  Committee 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether 
the  calculations  made  by  the  Qovemmentweie 
Bound,  and  whether  a  proper  economy  has  been 
used  in  the  expenditure  of  the  pubUo  money. 
In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the  revenue, 
the  Committee  will  see,  if  they  turn  to  the 

'  estimates  laid  before  them  laat  year,  that  the 
Oustoms  were  estimated  to  produce  £240,000, 
«nd  have  realized  £839,600.  The  posUl  reve- 
nue was  estimated  to  produce  £14,500,  and 
realized  £18,800. 
Mr.  WABD.— Hear,  hear. 

■  Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
ttiat  cheer  from  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Lyttelton,  because  it  gives  me  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that,  there  can  be  no 
possible  doubt  that  it  was  to  his  judicious 
management  that  that  increase  is  due.  In 
every  other  case  also  the  estimate  was  either 

.  oome  up  to  or  exceeded.    It  will  be  seen,  how- 

.  ever,  that,  as  regards  the  estimates  of  revenue 
laid  before  the  House  in  July,  1861,  the  antici- 
pations of  the  late  Government  were  more  than 
xulfllled,  and  that  these  estimates  of  revenue, 
altogether  apart  from  that  increase  of  the 
Customs  specially  due  to  the  development  of 
the  goldfields  of  Otago,  were  based  on  a  fair  view 
of  the  resources  of  the  country.   If  we  now  turn 

.  from  the  estimated  and  actual  revenue  to  the 

.  estimated  and  actual  expenditure  of  that  year, 

•  we  shall  find  that,  after  deducting  the  Civil  List 
and  permanent  charges  under  Acts  of  the 
Assembly,  there  have  been  savings  made  to  the 
extent  of  several  thousand  pounds.  I  may 
mention  here  that  we  propose  to  charge  the 
whole  of  the  Native  £10,000  as  actually  ex- 
pended in  this  year.  Honourable  members  vrill 
remember  that  the  sum  of  £7,000  was  charged 
permaneutly  on  the  Civil  List  for  Native 
purposes,  besides  the  £7,000  for  schools,  and 
that  last  year  the  House  voted  an  additional 
sum  of  £10,000  for  Native  purposes  generally. 
Not  quite  £9,000  have  been  actually  charged 
yet  against  this  vote  of  £10,000,  leaving  the 
residue  of  the  total  sum  of  £13,000  expended 
in  Native  purposes,  as  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitilcei  the  other  day,  still  to  be 
charged  against  the  Civil  List  £7,000;  but  I 
think  the  Committee  will  consider  it  fair  that 
the  sum  of  £10,000  voted  last  session  should  be 
held  to  be  expended,  so  as  to  leave  as  much  as 

.  possible  to  the  credit  of  the  £7,000  on  the  Civil 
List.  However,  that  will  be  a  matter  for  the 
House  to  determine  hereafter:  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  present  Statement  I  presume  it  to 
be  altogether  spent.  [The  honourable  gentle- 
men here  went  into  further  expenditure  items, 

.  which  appear  in  detail  in  the  following  m- 
OOUBt :] 
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The  Committee  will  therefore  see  that,  on  the 
saoond  point  of  consideration  —  whether  the 
Amount  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bxeoutive 
had  been  economically  expended — the  statement 
I  hare  now  made  will  satisfy  any  doubts  that 
may  haye  existed  on  the  subject ;  and  it  must 
always  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the 
House  at  its  aTinnal  session  to  find  that,  what- 
,evar  may  be  the  CkiTemment  of  the  day,  proper 
oan.has  been  taken  of  our  money.  We  have 
all  agreed  in  this  House  that,  in  matters  of 
finance,  we  should  reo<^nize  no  party  considera- 
tions, bnt  give  credit  to  any  Government  where 
etedit  was  due,  as  we  now  desire  to  do  to 
oor  predecessors. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  the  Committee  to 
look  back  for  a  few  years  to  see  what  amount 
this  colony  has  supplied  for  the  purposes  of 
goremment  since  we  have  been  allowed  to  dis- 
pose of  Our  own  funds  under  the  Constitution 
Act.  Without  entering  into  details,  I  will  re- 
fer the  Committee  to  a  few  figures,  for  the 
purpose  of  leading  them  to  the  one  fact  with 
which  I  shall  conclude  this  part  of  the  subject. 
39ie  total  sum  of  Customs  revenue  received  in 
the  ten  years  since  the  Constitution  Act  is 
£1,478,873 ;  in  round  numbers,  a  million  and  a 
half.  The  territorial  revenue,  which,  honour- 
able  members  will  remember,  by  the  Financial 
•TMUigement  of  1856  was  declared  to  be  provin- 
eial  revenue,  amounted  in  the  same  period  to 
£l,479,680--again,  in  round  numbers,  a  million 
and  a  half.  Setting  aside  the  smaller  sources 
of  revenue,  which  may  be  considered  as  ex- 
hansted  by  the  special  services  to  support 
which  they  are  collected,  and  taking  only  the 
two  great  sources  of  Customs  and  Land-Fund, 
{his  country  has  contributed  three  millions  of 
money  since  the  Constitution  Act ;  which  will 
be  a  satisfactory  proof  to  the  Committee  of  the 
leaources  and  wealth  of  the  country  during 
that  time.  Out  of  the  whole  ordinary  revenue 
in  ten  years,  including  that  pcirt  of  the  Land 
Fond  which,  prior  to  1856,  was  included  ^  the 
QeneraJ  Account,  the  sum  of  £757,584  has  b6en 
paid  to  the  provinces ;  and  since  1856  the  land 
revenue,  to  the  amovint  of  £1,132,242,  was  also 
handed  over  to  the  provinces. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE.— Efltumed. 

Ut.  DILIiON  BSLL.— True,  returned ;  and 


I.  thank  my  honourable  friend  for  tha  ooneo- 
tion.  We  have  always  held  it  to  be  provincial 
revenue.  The  total  sum  returned  to  the  pro- 
vinces under  both  heads  has  been  £1,889,777. 
Now,  that  is  a  large  sum  to  have  been  plticed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Provincial  Governments^ 
after  providing  for  the  General  Government 
expenditure ;  but,  large  as  that  is,  I  think 
honourable  members  Will  admit  that  it  is  a 
remarkable  thing  that,  taking  the  current  year 
through,  the  financial  periods  are  not  alike  in 
all  the  provinces.  The  appropriations  made  Iqr 
the  Provincial  Legislatures  amount  in  the 
North  Island  to  £219,962,  and  in  the  Middle 
Island  to  £557,469,  msjdng  a  total  of  £777,431 
appropriated  by  the  provinces  for  their  own 
public  services  and  the  work  of  colonization;, 
and  this  sum  only  includes  six  months'  appro- 
priation of  the  Province  of  Otago.  Thus  a 
single  year's  appropriation  by  the  provinces, 
inclusive  of  loans  for  their  own  services,  is  a 
larger  sum  than  the  whole  surfdus  revenue 
paid  to  them  during  a  period  of  ten  years.  I 
wish  to  remind  honourable  meipbers  that, 
under  our  system  of  government,  the  general 
expenditure  is  smaller,  while  the  provinoiaJ 
expenditure  is  larger,  as  it  includes  immigra- 
tion and  public  works.  In  England  the  Im- 
perial expenditure  amounted  in  1861  to 
£72,000,000,  and  the  local  and  municipal  ex- 
penditure to  £18,000,000,  or  a  fourth  of  the  I»< 
X>erial  expenditure.  Here  the  proportions  axe 
reversed,  the  expenditure  of  the  General  Oo- 
vemment  for  1662  being  £189,000,  and  the 
provincial  appropriation  £757,000. 

n. — State -01'  Vabious  Aoootmrs.. 
I  now  proceed  to  that  which  is  always  a. 
matter  of  interest  to  the  House,  and  on  whiob . 
they  require  specific  information  to  be  given  by 
the  Treasurer  every  year — namely,  the  state  of 
various  accounts — tAe  half-million  loan,  the 
war  loan,  and  other  accounts,  which  I  shall 
presently  call  your  attention  to.  But,  in  the 
first  place,  I  wish  to  call,  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  measures  taken  by  my  pre- 
decessor to  carry  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions expressed  by  the  Audit  Committee  last 
year.  It  will  be  iii  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  censure  was  cast  last  y«tr  oai 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  using  balances  of 
certain  funds  and  not  investing  them  as  the  ■■ 
law  required.  This  has  been  done;  and  on 
account  of  the  half-miUion  loan  —  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  I  shall  presently  give  you — 
£11,100  has  been  invested  in  5-per-cent.  buJc 
deposits;  on  account  of  the  sixths  of  land 
revenue  the  whole  balance  has  been  invested ; 
and  on  account  of  the  Intestate  Estate  Fund 
£4,000  have  been  invested,  leaving  a  suffi- 
cient sum  in  hand  to  meet  current  demands. 
Another  recommendation  of  the  Audit  Com- 
mittee has  also  been  carried  out  by  calling  in 
and  paying  ofi  Scott's  debentures  of  £3,676; 
and  tne  Auckland 'Government  House  Account 
of  £18,762  has  been  paid  out  of  the  consolidated 
balance  of  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the 
hEdf -million  loan-.  -  The  following  are  the  de- 
tails of  the  settlement  of  those  two  divisions  :— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^^40 


Ways  and  Means. 


[HOUSE.]       Wa^sandUeamt.      [ADe.l4 


SBTILBMBNT   OF  THE    HALF-IOLLION   IiOAS. 

SHrtt  and  Second  Dimtioni. 

'  Balance  on  the  SOth  Septem-         £      s.   d. 
ber,   1860,  as  stated  in  the 
Tinanoial  Statement  of  last 
year  ..  ..  ..    10,768    6  10 

Add  tnuufei  of  Imperial  De- 
posit Account,  formerly  in 
suspense   ..  ..  ..      8,138    9    1 


Disbursements  since  last  year — 
Govemment  House      £      s.  d. 
refund  to  Auck- 
land  ..  ..18,752    6  6 
Scott's  debentures 

redeemed         . .    8,675  16  0 
Sundries,  including 
old  currency  de- 
bentures dropped 
in       ..  ..      298    9  6 


18,891  U  11 


17,726  12    0 


'Balance 


£1,165    2  11 


Thus,  for  eJI  praotioal  porposas  we  may  con-' 
aider  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  half- 
million  loan  to  be  settled.  If  you  allow  me  to 
hold  this  £1,165  for  the  purposes  of  settling 
■mall  claims  that  oome  dropping  in  now  and 
than,  old  currency  debentures,  &o.,  we  shall 
have  done  with  any  further  necessity  of  dealing 
'With  these  first  and  second  divisions.  I  need 
not  trouble  you  with  the  transactions  that  have* 
taken  place  with  regard  to  the  £200,000  charged 
on  the  Middle  Island,  because  that  is  a  nlatter 
which  we  have  not  to  deal  with  in  this  House 
for  any  financial  purpose.  The  third  division 
of  the  half -million  loan  is  one  that  will  be 
particularly  interesting  to  North  Island  mem^ 
oers ;  and  the  following  are  the  transactions  of 
the  year : — 


Third  DMtion,  Land  PvrehoM,  XISO/MQ. 
1.  Auckland     (unount     i^pio-       £     i.  IL 
priated,  £90,000)— 
Ezpenditnre      ao-      £     a.  d. 
■     cording    to    Fi- 
nancial     State- 
ment of  last  year  37,506  17  6 
Ezpenditnre  to  Slst 
Hateh,1862    ..    7.780    0  7 


Total  spent  46,286  18  0 
Balance    . .  44,718    3  0 


S.  Wellington    (amount'  ap^o- 

priated.  £27,000)— 

Expenditure  to  the      £      b.  d. 

Slst  March,  1862  21,086  18  0 

Balance     ..    5,963    2  0 


90.000  0  • 


27,000  0  0 


3.  Hawke's  Bay  (amount  appro- 

priated, £27,000)— 
All  spent  and  more  besides     . .  27,000 

4.  Taranald    (amount    appropri- 

ated, £86,000)— 
Ezpenditnre  to  the     £     s.  d. 
Slst  March,  1862   S,606    8  6 
Balance    ..  S3,89S  11  6 

86,000 


0  « 


0  I 


180,000   0  0 


Total  expenditure  96,980    4  6 

Unexpended      ..  84,069  15  6 

180,000   0  0 

The  Committee  will  see,  then,  that  the  total 
amonnt  expended  is  £95,980  4s.  6d.,  leaving* 
balance  available  for  future  land-purchuM  ft 
£84,069  ISs.  6d. ;  of  which  balance  £50,000  ■» 
as  yet  unraised  in  the  English  market,  le«n( 
an  actual  balance  of  £84,069  16s.  6d.,  wfaow 
£11,100  has  been  invested  in  5-per-cent  talk 
deposits,  while  the  Union  Bank  holds  debs- 
tures  for  the  rest 


I  now  turn  to  the  £150,000  war  loan,  and  will  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  iA« 
'has  been  dope  in  the  expenditure  of  that  money. 


Head  of  Ezpenditnre. 

Total  Bzpen- 
ditnretoSlst 
March,  l»a. 

ApptoDrUtad 

nndor  Beeolu- 

tlOD  ot  Honse, 

SOthAog. 

Tlilsiw 

i       1.  d. 

*            B.     d. 

t        B.    d. 

*    \H 

1.  Belief  of  inhabitants  of  Taranaki. . 

20,065    2    6 

25,000    0    0 

4,914  a  < 

2.  Repairs  of  Britomart  barracks 

,, 

762    6    1 

753    6    1 

S.  Expenses  of  Native  conferences   . . 

, , 

4,617  10    1 

6,750    0    0 

2,133    9U 

4,  Expenses  of  Native  insurrection — 

Arms  and  accoutrements 

85,810  17    0 

Blockhouses,  &c. 

9,845    0    8 

Gunboats,  &c..: 

2,894    1    S 

Miscellaneous..            ..        ... 

11,018  11    0 

Removal  and  maintenance  of  re- 

fugees,   includmg    £4,000    ad- 

vanced   to  Provincial  Oovem- 

ment  for  buildings     .. 

33,303    2  10 

Militia 

7,015    8  11 

Taranaki  back  pay 

New  Plymouth  boat  establishment 

2,967    6  11 

8,500    0    0 

Bonus  to  navy 

4.000    0    0 

Barracks  and  repairs    .. 

8,636    3    4 
113,489    6  11 

Less  incidental  reoeipts  .. 

827    6    3 

Net  expenditure. . 

112.^    0    « 

117.497  13  U 

4,8S5U   S 

138,116  19    i 

160.000    0    0 

11,888   0"l 

Digitized  by 


Google 


1869.] 


Ways  and  Means.  [HOUSE.] 


Ways  and  Means. 


64X 


With  regard  to  the  snm  origuuJly  appro* 
pdated  for  the  expenses  of  Native  conferences, 
of  ivhioh  a  balance  of  £3,132  ftmains,  I  propose 
fh«t  we  should  carry  it  to  some  other  head,  for 
there  is  no  farther  need  to  inaintain  a  sum  in 
hand  for  a  Native  conference  after  what  the 
Qovemor  has  declared  on  that  subject  in  the 
despatches  before  the  House.  With  regard  to 
the  total  balance  of  about  £13,000,  it  may  be 
said  that  it  will  soon  be  exhausted  in  expen- 
£ture  going  on,  so  that  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses the  £160,000  loan  has  been  spent. 

Now  let  us  see  what  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury assets  and  liabilities  were  on  the  Slst 
HMch,  1862.  I  cannot  state  what  it  was  on 
the  80th  June,  for  the  reason  I  gave  before, 
that  the  various  Treasurers'  accounts  were  only 
received  in  Auckland  the  day  before  the  "  Lord 
Worsley  "  left ;  but  on  the  Slst  March  the 
Treasury  was  liable  for—' 

£      8.    d. 
Balances  of  Bevenue  Account . .     53,164  17    4 
Deposits        . .  . .  . .     10,170  15    6 

On  aoooont  of  half-million  loan      25,234  18    5 


Total        ...  ..  £87,570  11    2 

V(cm  tar  the  assets. 

I^ist,  there  are  the  balances  of  special  ac- 
counts— which  will  have  to  be  closed  by-and- 
by— £4,994  12s.  Then  £16,059  98.  3d.  which  has 
been  advanced  from  the  revenue  on  account  of 
the  £150,000  loan.  A  Considerable  portion  of 
the  loan  is  still  in  transit  from  England,  and 
anms  have  been  advanced  from  the  revenue  for 
the  payment  of  various  services  which  will  pro- 
perly be  chargeable  upon  that  loan  when  uiat 
■am  in  transit  arrives,  which  will  be  by  the 
end  of  next  month,  and  when  I  shall  have  to 
charge  these  expenses  so  advanced  upon  the 
residue  of  the  £150,000  war  loan  to  which 
I  have  just  referred.  Then  there  were  cash 
balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurers  to  the 
amount  of  £66,071  15s  Id.,  and  £444  14s.  lOd. 
in  the  Union  Bank  at  London,  which  maJces  a 
total  of  £87,570  lis.  2d.,  and  balances  the  ac- 
ooimt. 

Now  as  to  Treasury  bills.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  in  1860  authority  was  given  to 
-ttie  Treasurer  to  issue  £25,000  of  Treasury  bills 
to  provide  a  working  balance  in  anticipation  of 
the  revenue,  and  a  similar  provision  was  made 
last  year  to  the  amount  of  £35,000.  In  conse- 
qnenoe,  however,  of  the  large  increase  in  the 
revenue,  it  was  not  only  unnecessary  to  issue 
any  Treasury  bills  last  year,  but  those  which 
had  been  issued  by  Mr.  Bichmond  in  1660-61, 
to  the  amount  of  £13,000,  have  been  paid  off. 
Ihe  consequence  is  that  we  have  noO^'reasury 
bills  now  in  the  market,  even  those  in  which 
investments  had  been  temporarily  made  having 
been  called  in. 

The  next  matter  I  have  to  refer  to  is  the 
(pecial  accounts,  which  represent  transac- 
tions in  the  coarse  of  settlement.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  state  of  those  accounts : — 


SFBOiAii  Aooomnrs. 
State  of  the  Account  vptothe  Slst  March,  1863, 

£    8.    d. 
Bank  of  Issue         ..  ..      587  12    0 

Gold  Duty  Act  (Nelson)       ..      845    9    1 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act    . .        85  10    6 
Gold  Duty  Act  (Wellington) . .        19    1  10 
BtOanoe       ..  ..4,999    7    1 


£6,537    0    6 


Over-payments — 

Bay  of  Islands  Settlement  Act  3,816    0  5 

Ooldfields  Act  (Nelson)         ..      139    2  1 

Auckland  Reserves  Act        ..   2,58118  0 


£6,687    0    6 
Balance  down  ..   4,999    7    1 

With  regard  to  the  item  of  £3^16  Os.  6d., 
which  represents  the  whole  expenditure  which 
the  General  Government  has  made  on  aooounfe 
of  the  non-formation  of  that  settlement,  it 
was  proposed  by  the  late  Government  to  repeal 
the  Bay  of  Islands  Act,  and  place  the  land 
reserved  for  that  settlement  at  the  disposal  o{ 
the  Provincial  Government  of  Auckland,  mak- 
ing  the  sum  advanced  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment a  first  charge  upon  the  proceeds  of  Uia 
sales  of  the  land  ;  but  the  present  Government ' 
does  not  make  any  specific  proposal  on  that 
subject  just  now,  because  a  proposal  has  been 
made  by  the  Land  Claims  Commissioner  in  his 
report  now  under  consideration  of  a  Select 
Committee,  and  we  should  like  to  see  how  it  is 
dealt  with  before  coming  to  any  final  decision. 
I  may  say,  however,  that  there  is  a  general 
opinion  that  the  original  objects  for  wmch  we 
passed  the  Bay  of  Islands  Settlement  Act  can- 
not at  this  time  be  carried  out.  Well,  then, 
with  respect  to  the  item  of  £2,581,  under  the 
head  of  Auckland  Reserves  Act,  I  believe  there- 
will  be  no  difficulty  ultimately  in  making  a 
settlement  between  the  General  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments. 

Mr.  FOX. — Does  it  include  the  tum  from  the 
Domain  Fund  1 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes.  The  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  alluded  to  it  the  other 
day,  and  it  ought  to  be  in  the  bonds  of  u8- 
Commissioners  of  the  Public  Domain  ;  and  as 
the  money  was  spent  by  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford),  I, 
as  one  of  the  Domain  Commissioners,  should 
be  very  glad  to  see  it  back. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  am  also  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Domain,  and  I  deny  that  I  spent 
the  money.  It  was  spent  by  another  person, 
and  I  never  could  get  it  back  again.  I  speak,, 
of  course,  only  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Publio 
Domain. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Very  well.  We  shall 
get  it  back  some  day,  I  dare  say.  The  next 
matter  is  one  for  which  we  shall  have  to  maka 
a  kind  of  provision  at  a  future  time :  I  allude 
to  the  amount  due  to  Natives  in  the  Province 
of  Wellington  for  5  per  cent,  on  certain  land 
sales — a  matter  that  ought,  if  possible,  to  be 
settled  by  commutation  of  the  charge.  This  is^ 
indeed,  one  of  the  tcoubles  of  the  Provincial 
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'  Ooyenunents,  and  is  a  sbnroe  of  anxiety  to  us. 
.Mr.  STAFFORD.— Is  there  not  a  sunOar 
Stun  in  the  Province  of  Anokland  ? 

Mr.  DILLON- BELL.— Yes;  but  the  oharge 
is  ehiefly  in  theProTince  of  Wellington.  I 
now  come  to  an  aoconnt  which  has  been  the 

'  snbject  of  much  discussion  in  former  sessions 
— the  reserved  sixths.  In  the  Province  of 
Auckland  the  balance  on  the  80th  April  last 
was  £5,962 ;  in  WeUington,  £17,828 ;  and  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  £15,758.  The  whole  of  the  Auck- 
land balance  is  invested  in  5-per-oent.  bank 
deposits.  The  Wellington  balance  stands  thus: 
On  the  application  of  the  Provincial  Ooyem- 
ment  of  Wellington  my  predecessor  lent  them 
£16,114  at  2  per  cent,  on  the  security  of  the 
harbour  reserves,  and  the  money  has  been 
or  is  being  em^joyed  in  the  reclamation  of 
land  from  WeUington  Harbour,  The  residue 
^£2,718  —  has  been  invested  in  6-per-cent. 
tank  deposits.  As  regards  the  Hawke's  Bay 
balance,  £7,758  has  been  invested  in  bank 
deposits,  and  the  balance  of  £8,000  advanced 
to  the  Provincial  Qovemment,  with  whom  I 
shall  have  to  come  to  a  settlement  about  in- 
terest. The  following  are  the  details  of  the 
«ooottnt:— 

BEBBBTBD  tUXTUS  ACCOUBT. 

1.  Auckland —  £       s.  d. 

Balance  on  the  SOth  September, 

1861  6,161    5    8 

Beceipts  to  the  SOth  April,  1862, 

including  interest    ..  ..        810  15    1 


£5,962  0  9 
The  wh<de  of  .which  has  been  invested  in 
■  6-per-oent.  bank  depodts.  £1,900  of  this  was 
invested  in  Treasury  bills ;  but,  all  those  hav- 
ing been  paid  oS,  the  money  haj  been  invested 
'in  Dank  deposits. 

2.  Wellington—  £       s.  d. 

Balance  on  the  SOth  September, 

1861  15,981  18    4 

Steoeipts  to  the  Slst  March,  1862    1,846    4    9 

£17,828    3  1 
Of  this  sum  the  following  investments  have 

"been  made : — 

Loan  to  Provincial  Government      £       s.  d. 
of  Wellington  on  security  of 

harbour      ..            ..            ..    15,114  14  0 

'Five-per-eent.  bank  deposits    . .     2,713    9  1 


£17,828    8    1 
The  amount  lent  to  Wellington  was  originally 
paid  in  the  following  way : — 

£  ■  •».  d. 
Treasurybills  ..  ..     8,800    0    0 

Cash  ..  ..  ..     6,814  14    0 

But  the  Treasury  bills  were  afterwards  paid 
«ff. 

8.  Hawke's  Bay—  £       s.  d. 

Balance  on  the  SOth  September, 

1861  18,416    0    9 

Receipts  to  the  Slst  March,  1862     2,342    7  10 


Mr.  Dillon  BeU 


£15,758    8    7 


■  Thiri  sum  was  invested  ai  foDowt : — 
Treasury  bills,  originally  £3,500,        £ 


I.  a. 


but  paid  off  and  added  to  the 
bank  deposit  investment  for- 
merly made — 

Five-per-cent.  bank  deposits     . .      7,758    8   T 

Loan  to  Provincial  Government 
of  Hawke's  Bay       ..  ..      8,000   0  0 

£15,758    8   t 


Total  reserved  sixths  . .  £39,548  13  5 
I  have  now  to  make  •  statement  which  I 
hope  will  be  satisfactory.  It  is  the  intention  <t 
the  Qovemment  to  propose  a  repeal,  from  fa 
1st  July  last,  of  those  sections  of  the  I«d1 
Revenue  Appropriation  Act  relating  to  thcH 
sixths.  I  think  this  House  has  on  so  nni^ 
occasions  expressed  a  decided  opinion  <m  that 
question  that  all  of  us  who  have  any  sacriflesi 
of  opinion  to  make  on  this  point  —  and  I 
have  none  —  may  fairly  accept  the  deciiicB 
of  this  House  laJt  year  and  assist  in  the  i^ 
moval  from  the  Provincial  Governments  of  the 
charge.  And  the  principle  on  which  we  |bi>- 
ceed  is  one  which  has  been  so  often  recogmsai 
in  discussion  on  finance— namely,  that  on  ths 
whole  the  best  plan  for  us  to  do  is  to  adhan  m 
strictly  as  we  can  to  the  financial  setdanMDt 
of  1856.  By  it  the  whole  oidiiiaiy  revenoe  wm 
placed  under  the  control  of  this  House,  merely 
providing  that,  after  we  had  made  our  own  s^ 
propriations,  the  balance  should  be  retonud 
to  the  provinces ;  and  the  territorial  revenos 
was  declared  to  belong  to  the  Ptavinoiii 
Governments  for  the  pftuposea  of  eoloniMlM 
and  public  worlcs.  Without  wishing  to  Tana* 
the  discussion  in  this  House  whioh  the  anbieet 
has  led  to  in  previous  seaaiona,  we  think  it  tkt 
bast  course  to  revert,  from  the  commenoemeit 
of  this  financial  year,  to  the  ttaiut  gvo  amk, 
and  relieve  the  Provincial  Governments  of  the 
Nortii  Island  for  the  future  from  thiadadnotiai 
of  land  revenue. 

m. — Pboobzbs  of  thb  CouaxRT. 

I  now  propose  to  take  a  brief  glance  at  tk« 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  ttie  genenl 
advancement  of  the  country,  a  sobjact  ta 
which  the  House  would  natnxaUy  diteot  iti 
attention  at  this  time,  just  after  the  ttJemoal 
census.  Honourable  members  have  pcobaUf 
seen  the  statistical  paper  recently  oomptled^ 
that  indefatigable  oificer.  Dr.  Bennett,  tks 
Registrar-General,  and  will  have  gladly  tea 
the  unmistakable  signs  of  improvement  in  ih* 
condition  of  the  people  and  in  the  wealth «! 
the  various  provinces.  Now,  I  will  not  weaiy 
the  House  by  details ;  but  still,  it  is  deaitalM 
now  and  then  to  review  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment the  causes  of  any  increase  that  may  havs 
taken  place  in  the  revenue  of  the  preceding 
period,  or  to  consider  any  ground  of  appwhsn- 
sion  of  deficiency  in  the  future.  I  will  then- 
fore  ask  the  Committee  to  follow  me  into  a 
very  few  facts.  The  European  population  has 
grown  in  ten  years — 1851  to  1861 — from  26,000 
to  more  than  100,000,  the  cmtfmimai  ' 
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Mug  S8S  per  eent.  over  1851,  and  73  per  cent, 
over  18SB(tihe  last  oeasns) ;  and  the  population 
ei  the  single  Province  of  Ottigo  at  the  end  of 
1861  exceeded  ^e  whole  Enropean  population 
«f  tiie  eolony  at  the  end  of  1851.  Our  staple 
export  is  wool ;  and  the  ntnnber  of  sheep,  whioi^ 
is  1B51  was  only  233,000,  had  reached  last 
December  nearly  3,600,000.  The  improvement 
of  private  circumstances  which  has  taken 
place  will  best  be  seen  by  the  last  bank  re- 
tarns.  The  Union  Bank  had,  on  the  Blst 
March,  1862,  besides  Government  deposits, 
nivate  deposits  to  the  Amount  of  £766,442 ; 
fte  Bank  of  N^w  South  Wales,  £882,882 ;  and 
onr  own  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  £206,462 :  total, 
fi,SS5,736.  The  last  item  has  greatly  increased 
in  the  last  miarter,  and  when  the  accounts  up 
to  the  90th  Jane  are  published  I  am  told  that 
our  own  bank  vrill  have  deposits  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  half  a  million  sterling,  including  the 
Government  account  now  kept  there.  Turning 
to  the  import  trade,  I  find  that  the  Imports  of 
1861  amounted  to  £2,498,811,  against  £1,548,883 
for  last  year,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  a 
million;  and  of  this  amount  £937,385  came 
into  the  North  Island,  and  £1,556,426  into  the 
Middle  Island.  The  exports  of  1861  amounted 
io  £1,370,347,  against  £568,953  in  the  preceding 
year,  or  more  than  double ;  and  of  this  amount 
£912,540  went  from  the  North  Island,  and 
£1,167,707  frdm  the  Middle  Island,  including 
the  gold  exported  to  the  31st  December  from 
Otago.  The  balance  of  trade  was  thus  against 
03  to  the  extent  of  a  million ;  but  I  will  read  a 
few  words  upon  that  point  spoken  in  Parlia- 
ment by  tiie  Ohamsellor  of  the  Exchequer  last 
year,  whieh  may  be  satisfactory  to  any  who 
suppose  that  this  balance  of  trade  really  repre- 
sents an  unsound  condition.  Mr.  Gladstone 
said,  in  bis  Financial  Statement  in  1861,  re- 
ferring to  a  similar  state  of  the  English  import 
and  export  trade : — 

"If  a  great  increasis  of  importations  has 
taken  place  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any 
ions  here,  as  theria  might  have  been  in  previous 
times,  who  wiU  deplore  that  fact  as  a  great 
calamity,  and  will  msist  that,  as  it  must  have 
been  paid  for  in  gold,  it 'must  constitute  an  im- 
poverishment of  the  ooontry.  I  shall  presume 
that  you  have  faith  enough  in  free-trade  to  be- 
lieve that  an  increase  in  onr  exports  must  have 
accompanied,  or  in  due  time  must  necessarily 
accompany,  an  increase- in  our  importations." 

There  is  another  subject  connected  with  the 
^ogren  of  the  colony  which  has  naturally  ez- 
eited  the  interest  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  New 
JieaJand.  I  mean  the  gold  discoveries  in 
various  pturts  of  the  colony.  Now,  the  amount 
exported  since  the  first  ounce  was  got  out  of 
the  earth  at  Nelson  is  as  follows:  From  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  S54oz.,  exclusive  of  any- 
tiiiiig  lately  received  from  Coromandel  field ; 
from  Nelson,  46,S91oz. ;  and  from  Otago, 
388,6730^.;  amounting  altogether  to  4S5,618oz., 
officially  valued,  at  £1,660,868.  The  gold 
revenue  ot  Otago  alone  is  estimated  to  pro- 
dace  £69,000  this  year  to  that  province.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  gold  export 
>(laty  is  treated  aa  revenue  arising  from  the 


waste  lands  of  the  Grown,  and  therefore  goes 
to  the  province.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
charges  for  the  management  of  the  goldfields 
— delegated  to  the  Superintendent  of  Otago— 
are  necessarily  extremely  heavy — indeed,  they 
are  estimated  by  that  province  to  reach  over 
£51,000  in  the  present  year ;  and  there  can  h» 
no  doubt  on  any  one's  mind  who  has  seen  the 
manner  in  which  the  police  establishments  of 
that  province  are  conducted,  that  the  money 
is  well  spent.  It  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be 
supposed  that  this  House  and  the  coontnr 
generally  have  no  interest  in  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  the  goldfields  revenue ;  for 
upon  the  right  appreciation  by  the  Provincial 
Government  of  its  duties  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  greatly  depends 
the  seourity  of  the  neighbouring  provmcea. 
Among  the  people  who  have  been  attracted  to 
Otago  there  is,  of  course,  a  certain  number  be* 
longing  to  the  "  dangerous  class,"  and  if  th« 
expenditure  of  the  gold  revenue  hod  been  such 
OS  to  allow  that  dangerous  class  to  get  abroad 
among  the  settlements  where  goldfields  have 
not  been  discovered  we  might  have  found  oar> 
selves  the  victims  of  the  prosperity  of  our 
neighbours,  and  we  might  have  been  obliged, 
in  self-defence,  to  reconsider  the  question  of  the 
gold  revenue,  and  to  take  its  administration 
into  our  own  hands.  It  is  therefore  with  great 
satisfaction  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  say 
that  the  manner  in  which  these  matters  ore 
conducted  by  the  Province  of  Otago  has  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  everybody  who  has 
seen  what  the  police  of  that  province  really  is. 
At  Coromandel  no  gold  revenue  has  yet  been 
raised;  but  the  House  will  he  glad  to  hear 
that,  under  arrangements  which  His  Excel- 
lency has  mada  with  the  Natives,  that  part  of 
the  country  has  been  opened  to  the  enterprise 
of  gold-mining ;  and  I  believe,  from  the  lateat 
information,  that  large  results  will  soon  show 
themselves.  For,  so  far  as  I  have  the  meana 
of  judging,  the  Coromandel  quartz-reefing  will 
not  only  yield  a  considerable  revenue,  but  will 
yet  attract  a  European  population  that  will 
materially  aid  us  in  the  settlement  of  many 

gaestians  of  a  complicated  character.  We 
ave  as  yet  no  measure  of  the  extent  of  gold- 
fields  in  the  Middle  Island  or  at  Coromandel, 
and  we  really  do  not  know  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  t>rospect  for  the  future.  I  see  by  returns 
recently  published,  and  despatches  from  tha 
Government  of  Victoria,  that  the  yield  of  gold 
in  that  colony  has  greatly  fallen  oS ;  and  it 
may  perhaps  be  our  fate  to  be  the  greatet 
producing  gold-country  after  all.  It  is  easy  to 
see  that,  in  the  workings  which  have  taiken 
place  in  Otago  and  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
the  land  has  not  been  exhausted  of  its  gold ; 
for  abandoned  claims  have  been  found  again  to 
yield  a  considerable  profit  to  the  worker,  and 
yet  may  be  a  source  of  gopd  fortune  to  those 
engaged  in  the  enterprise;  reminding  me  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  quotation  of  Virgil's  Imes,  un- 
der circumstances  to  which  they  were,  perhaps, 
less  applicable  than  they  are  to  our  own : — 

Primo  avnlso  non  deficit  alter 
Aureus,  et  simiU  trondesolt  virga  metallo. 
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IV.— ESTIKATEB  OF  1862-63. 

I  now  ttim  to  the  subject  which  will  pro- 
bably be  o{  the  greatest  inteiest  to  the  Com- 
mittee, the  estimoitea  for  the  ensuing  Tear.  It 
has  been  perfectly  impossible,  in  the  week 
during  which  the  present  Ministry  has  been 
in  office,  to  give  that  detailed  attention  to  the 
estimates  for  the  necessary  services  of  the  year 
which  it  would  have  been  their  desire  and 
their  duty  to  give  under  other  circumstances. 
We  oould  not,  moreover,  have  got  the  neces- 
sary printing  done  in  case  of  our  preparation 
of  new  estimates.  We  have  been  obliged, 
therefore,  though  with  much  reluctance,  to 
resort  to  the  same  expedient  as  our  prede- 
cessors ;  for  we  were  not  prepared  to  ask  the 
House  for  a  long  adjournment  to  revise  the 
yariouB  services  of  uie  year.  We  shall  do, 
therefore,  exactly  what  our  predecessors  did — 
we  shall  lay  before  you  the  estimates  which 
were  prepared  by  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  m)OD.— When  we  took  office  we  found 
no  estimates  prepared. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Were  there  not  vmtten 
estimates  prepared  ? 

Mr.  WOOD.— Written  estimates  of  the  Cus- 
toms only — nothing  printed. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Then  I  was  under  a 
misapprehension,  arising  from  the  statement 
made  hy  my  predecessor  in  his  Financial  State- 
ment last  year.  I  am  glad  to  be  corrected ; 
but  I  certainly  was  under  the  impression  last 
session  that  my  honourable  friend  the  then 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  bring  down  substantially 
the  same  estimates  as  bad  been  prepared  by 
his  predecessor. 

Mr.  WOOD.— My  estimates  were  prepared  in 
a  similar  manner — that  is  all. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Then,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  prepared  altogether  new  esti- 
mates of  his  own,  he  did  an  amount  of  work 
which  I  could  not  have  ventured  to  under- 
take myself.  However  that  may  be,  the 
difficulty  which  stopx>ed  us  was  that  we 
could  not  under  any  circumstances  have 
got  the  printing  done ;  though  we  would 
much  rather  have  done  so  if  we  could.  I 
-will  proceed  to  statS  the  changes  we  propose 
to  moke  in  my  predecessor's  estimates ;  and  I 
should  say  that  I  shall  adopt  what  I  think  will 
be  a  better  course  than  that  of  previous  years. 
If  honourable  members  will  merely  take  these 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  present  informa- 
tion, I  shall  be  ready  at  the  earliest  possible 
day  to  advise  the  Governor  to  send  down  a  mes- 
sage asking  the  House  to  make  provision  for 
gross  votes,  leaving  the  Committee  afterwards 
to  decide  upon  the  several  items  of  the  services 
to  bo  provided  for.  To  some  extent  we  have  pur- 
sued an  inconvenient  practice  in  former  ses- 
sions :  we  have  given  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment what  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  unnecessary 
power  over  the  estimates.  We  have  continually 
Been  in  this  House  that,  when  private  members 
have  wished  to  exercise  their  legitimate  func- 
tions of  either  checking  public  expenditure  or 
making  alterations  in  the  votes,  they  have  been 
met  by  the  Government  with  the  statement, 
*'  No ;  we  have  mode  up  our  minds  as  to  the 
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proposal,  and  we  will  not  suffer  any  i 
of  the  estimates  to  be  made."    Now,  I  am  v^ 
desirous  that  this  House  should    exeioiie  » 
practical  control  over  the  e^qpenditore ;  but,  in 
a  point  like  this,  so  many  eoniridBrati<Hit  •!» 
involved  that  I  have  no  deaire  to  prras  my  par- 
ticular view  on  the  House  if  they  should  think 
the  old  practice  the  best.    I  will  not  detain  the 
House  by  going  into  details,  but  will,  for  th* 
present  purpose,  merely  call  the  attention  of  tba 
Committee  to  the  totals.    I  think  the  estimata 
formed  by  my   predecessor  of   the   iHob(U>ls 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  colony  for  1862-63  ii 
reasonable ;  in  fact,  my  honourable  friend  th* 
member  for  Famell  and  I  have  had  aemai 
communications  as  to  the  basis  on  which  his- 
oalculations  were  founded,  and  we  are  sub- 
stantially  agreed   upon   them.     It   has   not 
hitherto  been  the  practice  to  inform  the  Conk- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  detail  of  1i» 
revenue  estimated  from  Customs  for  the  varitRit 
provinces,  and  we  have  been  contented  with  a 
statement  of  the  sum  in  gross.    But  I  see  m 
practical  objection  to  stating  the  basis  npoo 
which  the  estimate  of  the  Customs  is  framed; 
and  I  may  add  that  the  proposals  of  my  pts- 
deoesEor  have  this  advantage  over  the  prevxiot 
practice :  that  the  expenditure  is  divided  into 
two  classes,  one  relating  only  to  the  genoal 
department  of  the  Government  at  head-«puii- 
ters,  and  the  other  relating  to  the  e^enditoi* 
on  general  departments  within  the  proirinoes. 
The  old  estimates  classified  the  ez]^eadita» 
under  the  several  departments.    For  instance,, 
you  saw  under  one  head  the  Customs  expendt. 
ture  for  Auckland,  Wellington,  Lyttelton,  4e, 
and  could  compare  each  item  of  expenditoit 
proposed  for  one  province  with  the  cottespond- 
mg  expenditure  m  Vbe  same  departmeiut  bt 
another  province.    That  was  an  Mvantage,  b» 
doubt;   but  the  plan  now  adopted  afiords  a 
better  means  of  letting  members  see  whatii 
the  general  expenditure  within  the  provincct 
with  which  each  is  connected ;  and  they  will  t» 
able  to  compare  the  expenditure  in  each  pRK 
vince  vrith  tne  revenue.    The  following  is  iks 
estimated  ordinary  revenue  for  1862-63 : — 
Customs..  ..  ..  J6413,O00 

Postal      ..  ..  ..      20,000 

Judicial 14,000 

Begistration  of  deeds  . .        7,000 

Begistration  of  births,  deaths,  &o.  l,SO0 
Crown-grant  fees  . .  . .        1,500 

Miscellaneous        ..  ..        1,000 


£158,000 

The  detail  of  Customs  estimate  is  as  foUowi:— 

Provinces.                      ISU-OSL  18es-6ai 

Auckland            ..  -£78,758  £92,000 

Taranaki              ..         6,363  8,000 

Wellington          ..      38,568  40,000 

Hawke'sBay      ..        8,478  9,000 

Nelson                ..      20,785  22,500 

Marlborough       ..        1,863  2,000 

Canterbury         ..      43,812  60,000 

Otago                   ..     183,470  180,000 

Southland           ..        7,791  9,600 

£389,393  £413,000 
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Now  I  &in  disposed  to  think  that,  on  the  whole, 
those  estimates  will  be  come  ap  to.  Perhaps 
the  Aackland  estimates  will  be  fonnd  to  be  too 
low,  and  the  receipts  for  the  year  may  approach 
£100,000.  I  think  also  that  we  shall  realize 
more  than  £40,000  at  Wellington,  and  more 
than  £23,500  at  Nelson,  and  there  can  hardly 
be  any  donbt  whatever  of  realizing  more  than 
£S0,000  at  Canterbury.  Bat  I  am  not  so  sure 
aboat  the  sum  put  down  by  my  predecessor  for 
Otago.  The  actual  receipt  in  that  province  for 
the  lost  quarter  is  not  quite  £37,000,  and  ioi  the 
quarter  before  that  £43,000 ;  but  £180,000  repre- 
sents £45,000  a  quarter,  and  I  am  not  so  sure 
that  we  can  rely  upon  receiving  that  amount 
throughout  the  coming  year.  At  the  same 
time,  as  during  the  last  twelve  months  so  great 
an  increase  has  actually  occurred,  I  have  not 
felt  justified  in  rejecting  the  calculation  of  my 
predecessor;  and  I  may  odd  that,  coming  into 
office  only  in  the  last  few  days,  and  without 
access  to  the  main  sources  of  information  at 
the  Treasury,  I  should  not  under  any  circum- 
stances have  made  any  great  dificrence  in  his 
estimate  of  the  probable  revenue.  The  postal 
revenue  is  put  down  at  £20,000,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  exceeded.  The  whole  amount  of  ordi- 
nary revenue  under  the  heads  of  receipts  is 
£458,000.  Well,  that  is  a  large  sum;  but 
we  have  got  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it, 
and  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not'  be  able  to 
promise  any  large  surplus,  notwithstanding 
the  increase  on  the  receipts  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  While  it  has  been  my  pleasing 
duty  hitherto  to  refer  to  increases  of  revenue, 
paying  off  Treasury  bills,  settlements  of  old 
accounts  of  unauthorized  expenditure,  and  so 
forth,  I  am  now  in  that  unpleasant  position  in 
which  the  Treasurer  always  is  towards  the  end 
of  his  Statement,  when  he  has  to  ask  the 
House  for  large  sums  of  money  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  used  for  the  extension  of 
colonization  and  the  construction  of  public 
works.  I  find  that  my  predecessor  proposed  to 
change  the  Civil  List  from  £19,000  to  £66,000. 
I  do  not  mean  to  propose  that  myself,  because 
we  should  be  placing  out  of  our  power  that 
control  over  the  expenditure  of  our  money 
which  we  ought  to  hold. 

Mr.  WOOD.— The  Civil  List  is  repealable  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Certamly  not:  the 
Civil  List  is  a  grant  to  Het  Majesty  of  a  per- 
manent amount. 

Mr.  WOOD. — It  can  be  repealed  at  any  mo- 
ment. 

Mr,  DILLON  BELL.— Can  it,  though!  If 
my  honourable  friend  thinks  he  can  repeal  the 
existing  Civil  List  of  £19,000  he  is  quite  mis- 
taken. But  to  proceed.  I  find  my  honourable 
friend  proposed  to  increase  the  Governor's 
salary  to  £4,500,  in  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment entirely  concur  with  their  predecessors ; 
though  we  must  all  feel  that  in  making  this 
addition  to  the  Governor's  salary, '  while  the 
Governor  is  Sir  George  Grey,  we  can  but  very 
ill  pretend  to  offer  him  any  compensation  for 
the  personal  and  pecuniary  sacrifices  which  ho 
mado  in  assuming  the  government  of  this 
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colony.  While,  therefore,  we  cordially  agree 
with  our  predecessors  in  asking  that  increase, 
I  hope  no  one  will  suppose  we  offer  it  as  a  re- 
compense to  Silr  George  Grey,  but  simply  as  a 
Gk»vemor's8alary,wiioeverhemaybe.  Ourpre- 
decessors  also  proposed  to  increase  the  salsuies 
of  the  Chief  Justice  to  £1,500  a  year,  and  of  the 
Puisne  Judges  from  £1,000  to  £1,200  a  year. 
We,  however,  propose  a  larger  addition.  We 
shall  propose  a  salary  of  £1,700  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  and  £1,500  to  each  of  the  Puisne 
Judges,  of  whom,  by  the  way,  there  will  now  be 
three,  instead  of  two.  The  fact  is,  we  do  not 
look  at  the  matter  as  a  question  of  a  few  pounds 
more  or  less.  Perfect  indifference,  complete 
freedom  in  pecuniary  matters,  and  that  dignity 
which  always  accompanies  a  good  income  ought 
to  be  placed  seourefy  in  the  possession  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We  have  no 
business  to  ask  Judges  to  come  here  from  Eng- 
land, and  spend  their  own  money.  They  are 
placed  in  a  position  which  requires  the  exercise 
of  hospitality,  and  they  have  therefore  to  spend 
a  good  deal  of  money,  which  the  Government 
has  no  right  to  ask  them  to  do  out  of  their 
private  means.  A  salary  of  £1,000  is  notoriously 
too  small,  either  for  the  work  done  or  the 
maintenance  of  the  Judge  in  a  proper  position. 
But  we  go  further,  for  we  want  to  carry  out 
that  proposal  mentioned  in  a  recent  debate, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  favoured  by  the  Judges 
themselves — namely,  to  increase  the  amount  of 
work  in  the  Supreme  Court,  by  handing  over  to 
it  business  which  would  have  been  done  by 
the  District  Courts  had  they  been  maintained ; 
so  that  our  proposal  will  be  really  found  to  be 
an  economy  ^fter  all.  The  Ministers'  salaries 
we  propose  to  leave  as  they  wore,  £800  a  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Postmaster-General's, 
which,  so  long  as  he  is  Minister,  ought  to  be  on 
the  same  scale  as  that  of  the  other  Ministers. 
We  also  propose,  as  our  predecessors  did,  to 
raise  the  salary  of  the  Under-Secretary  (Mr. 
Gisbome)  to  £G00  a  year ;  and  every  one  who 
knows  the  services  that  gentleman  has  rendered 
to  New  Zealand  will  say  that  this  salary  is  no 
more  than  a  decent  remuneration.  I  am  veiy 
glad  it  should  have  fallen  to  me,  as  his  old  friend, 
to  ask  for  this  increase.  The  Assistant  Law 
Officer's  salary  we  propose  to  leave  as  it  is.  That 
officer  (Mr.  Fenton)  is  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  country,  and  has  on  various  occasions  ren- 
dered inost  valuable  services ;  but  the  fact  is, 
he  will  not  accept  any  higher  salary,  as  ho  will 
not  throw  away  his  professionul  income  unless 
you  offer  him  something  like  £1,200  a  year.  We 
also  propose  an  increase  of  £100  a  year  in  the 
.salary  of  two  other  most  valuable  servants,  the 
Auditor  and  Treasurer.  Then  there  is  a  salary 
which  we  propose  to  retain  on  the  Civil  List, 
but  which  was  intended  by  our  predecos.sors  to 
be  struck  out :  I  mean  the  salary  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Native  Affairs. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Does  my  honourable 
friend  propose  to  take  two  salaries  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  WARD. — How  many  Ministers'  salaries 
are  provided  for  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— The  old  number,  five. 
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As  to  the  salai'ies  of  £800  each  foi  a  Secretary 
and  Solicitor-General  for  the  Middle  Island,  we 
do  not  intend  to  adopt  them:  Our  predecessors' 
plan  was  agreed  to  be  dropped  when  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Middle  Island  assembled  to  consider 
what  improvement  could  be  made  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  in  that  Island. 
With  respect  to  the  £50,000  for  carrying  out  Sir 
George  Grey's  scheme,  which  my  honourable 
friend  proposed  to  place  on  the  Civil  List,  I 
certainly  do  not  intend  to  charge  that  sum  on 
the  ordinary  Civil  List ;  but  I  will  refer  to  that 
presently.  Before  going  any  further,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  Committee  a  few  items  in  the 
estimates  of  the  late  Ministry  with  regard  to 
which  the  present  Government  will  not  be  able 
to  make  the  same  proposals.  In  the  first  place, 
as  regards  the  item  £1,600  interest  on  £20,000 
to  bo  raised  on  loan  during  the  current  year, 
we  do  not  propose  it  to  be  adopted,  because  we 
intend  bringing  down  a  plan  of  larger  extent, 
into  which  I  will  not,  however,  go  now,  as  it 
will  form  part  of  the  Native  poUcy  to  be  dis- 
cussed next  week.  Nor  do  we  intend  to  borrow 
money  for  our  liabilities  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment if  we  can  help  it.  The  item  of  £1,200 
for  the  Middle  Island  departments  we  shall,  of 
cocvrse,  omit ;  while  we  must  increase  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  late  Government  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the'  General  Assembly.  I  will 
now  state  generally  our  proposal  of  expendi- 
ture for  the  year,  amounting  to  a  total  sum  of 
£292,823  128.  8d.  But  I  must  ask  the  Com- 
mittee not  to  consider  me  pledged  to  these 
items  exactly,  as  I  shall  shortly  bring  down  a 
message  showing  the  precise  amounts.  With 
regard  to  the  general  expenditure  within  the 
provinces,  that  will  be  about  £91,000.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  details  of  the  expenditure : — 

General  expenditure —      £      s.  d.       £      s.  d. 

Civil  List  . .  23,500   0  0 

Permonent  charges  98,796   9  8 

Executive  ..     4,874   5  0 

Legislative  . .  12,500   0  0 

Judicial  . .        600   0  0 

Kegistration  . .     2,840    0  0 

Customs  . .        675   0  0 

Postal  . .  36,000   0  0 

Militia  and  Volun- 
teers . .     9,281   0  0 

Miscellaneous       ..  11,90216  0 

200,969   9  8 

Provincial  expenditure — 

Auckland  . .  18,268  15  0 

Taranaki  . .     2,300   0  0 

Wellington  . .     9,970   5  0 

Hawke's  Bay        . .     3,801    0  0 

Nelson  . .     6,862    0  0 

Marlborough         . .     2,665   0  0 

Canterbury  . .  14,323  13  0 

Otago  . .   29,393  10  0 

Southland  . .     3,780   0  0 


Three-eighths  of  Customs 
Surplus 


91,864  S  0 
. .  154,875  0  0 
. .    10,801    7  4 


£458,000   0  0 
The  Committee  will  thus  see  that,  after  deduct- 
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ing  the  three-eighths  Customs  revenge  to  In 
paid  to  the  provinces,  I  shall  still  have  k  cm- 
siderable  surplus.  Before  going  on  to  soother 
subject,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  with 
respect  to  the  steam  postal  service.  Last  jeu 
the  contribution  of  the  colony  to  the  mainline 
(England  to  Australia)  amounted  to  £7,000, 
and  this  year  we  cannot  fairly  estimate  it  at 
less  than  £10,000.  I  shall  take  the  liberty— vith 
the  leave,  I  hope,  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
late  Postmaster-General — to  rely  upon  him  for 
acquainting  the  Committee  more  thorooghlj 
than  I  can  do  with  the  details  of  the  seniee 
which  has  been  in  operation  in  1861.  Then 
was  one  intercolonial,  and  one  interpTOTio- 
cial  service,  costing  the  colony  £10,000  a 
year,  in  addition  to  which  there  was  gruited, 
as  a  contribution  towards  a  second  inter, 
colonial  service  to  Auckland,  the  sum  o( 
£3,000,  making  £13,000,  which  sum  hat  not 
been  exceeded  during  the  financial  jear  of 
1861-62.  For  1862-63  the  postal  service  is  a 
follows :  When  my  honourable  friend  the  late 
Postmaster -General  went  to  Melbourne  he 
made  arrangements  the  effect  of  which  is,  that 
we  have  two  intercolonial  services,  costing  the 
colony  £6,000,  and  two  interprovincial  setvioet, 
costing  £15,000— together  £21,000,  which  is  the 
amount  to  which  we  actually  stand  oommittej 
by  existing  engagements.  But  it  is  now  im- 
posed to  add  a  third  intercolonial  service,  be- 
tween Melbourne  and  Otago,  which  is  en- 
mated  to  cost  another  £15,000  a  year  for  two 
steamers,  which  would  bring  up  the  (otd 
cost  to  £36,000  a  year  for  the  three  lines, 
if  that  be  the  plan  ultimately  adopted  b; 
the  House'.  I  am  not  going  at  present  into 
the  advisability  of  the  scheme ;  because  Att 
has  been  before  considered  by  the  Steam  Foetal 
Committee,  whose  resolutions  are  now  beto 
yon  for  confirmation :  but  remember  that,  i 
you  are  to  have  a  third  line,  in  addition  to  thoae 
existing,  you  must  enable  me  to  pay  £36,000 1 
year  for  the  three. 

V. — Sib  Qsobox  Gbet's  Pias  of  Kaim 

GOVEBNUEST. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  tiie  i^ 
propriation  of  £50,000  on  the  Civil  List  pro- 
posed by  our  predecessors  for  Sir  George  Qnfi 
plan.  I  will  tell  the  Committee  the  coone 
which  the  Government  is  at  present  inclioei 
to  propose — at  present  inclined,  I  say,  becaw 
it  must  be  quite  obvious  that,  alUioogh,  ii 
deference  to  the  general  desire  of  the  Uotoe, 
I  make  a  Financial  Statem'cnt  now,  the  vbi^« 
question  of  Native  government  is  involTed, 
financially  and  politically,  in  the  question  ol 
the  relations  between  the  Imperial  Govenunait 
and  the  colony  raised  by  the  Duke  of  Ne«- 
castle's  despatch.  We  are  admittedly  in  a 
crisis  where  we  have  to  reconsider  altogether 
our  relations  with  the  ImperiaJ  Govenunent. 
It  must  be  understood,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
posal which  I  make  now  is  oiily  ^e  one  I 
should  have  asked  the  House  to  assent  to  ii 
the  question  of  those  relations  had  not  arisen. 
I  should  simply  have  asked  the  Committee  to 
adopt  the  proposals  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
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«nd  to  pass  an  Act  granting  to  Her  Majesty 
for  three  years  the  sum  of  £26,000  annually — 
that  is  to  sav,  £19,000  in  addition  to  the  £7,000 
already  on  mo  Civil  List  for  Native  purposes — 
aod  also  granting  a  further  sum  of  £5  a  head 
for  all  the  troops  whioh  should  be  in  the  colony 
during  that  period  of  three  years.  I  shall 
aseume  that  the  £7,000  appropriated  for  na- 
tive schools  is  not  our  property  to  deal  with ; 
for  we  cannot  take  it  away  from  those  schools : 
nor  ought  we  to  make  the  fact  of  our  having 
appropriated  this  £7,000  to  schools  a  ground 
for  reduction  in  any  appropriation  which  we 
may  consider  It  just  to  make  to  Her  Majesty 
for  Native  goremment  under  Sir  Qeorge  Grey's 
plan.  What  we  want  to  do  is  this :  standing  as 
we  do  on  the  basis  that  we  will  not  be  respon- 
sible for  Native  policy,  but  that,  while  giving 
the  Oovemor  our  best  advice  and  willingly  un- 
dertaking the  business  of  administration,  we 
will  not  assume  the  right  of  determining  those 
questions  which  really  involve  Imperial  inter- 
ests— and  I  say  they  are  involved  every  day — 
standing  in  that  position,  I  say  we  are  ready 
to  give  the  Governor  our  best  co-operation 
and  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  plan 
which  he  considers  best  for  the  government 
of  the  Natives ;  and,  approving  as  we  do  the 
general  pri])ciple8  of  that  plan,  we  will  give 
him  the  pecuniary  means  of  carrying  it  out. 
We  will  do  what  the  Secretary  of  State  tolls 
OS  we  must  do  to  obtain  the  approval  of 
the  Imperial  Government  —  we  will,  without 
trenching  on  the  £7,000  for  schools,  make  good 
the  sum  of  £26,000  a  year  for  three  years,  and 
pay  a  further  charge  of  £5  a  head  for  every 
soldier  serving  in  the  colony,  which  the  Go- 
vernor is  to  appropriate  to  such  extent  as  be 
requires  for  his  plan,  the  accounts  of  the  whole 
expenditure  being  laid  before  Parliament ; 
helping  him  as  far  as  we  can,  and,  as  the  guar- 
dians of  colonial  interests,  responsible  to  this 
HoQse  for  their  protection,  urging  our  respect- 
ful remonstrances  where  we  cannot  approve, 
but  practically  adopting  his  general  proposals, 
and  desirous  to  aSord  them,  So  far  as  our  efforts 
are  concerned,  every  chance  of  success.  There 
is,  however,  another  matter  also  involved  in  the 
<con8ideration  of  the  general  question  of  Native 
affairs.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministers,  as 
stated  by  my  honoorable  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  the  other  day,  to  ask  for  a 
Joan  of  a  million  for  the  purposes  of  coloniza- 
tion and  immigration.  I  am  not  going  to  anti- 
Kiipate  here  the  discussion  that  must  necessarily 
ensue  on  this  proposal,  or  go  into  debatable 
questions  while  a  decision  on  the  main  question 
of  our  relations  with  the  Imperial  Gtovemment 
is  adjourned  for  another  week ;  but  I  ought  to 
state  that  a  port  of  the  advice  which  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  tender  to  the  Governor  was,  that 
the  House  skould  be  asked  to  authorize  that 
loan.  Nor  is  this,  for  the  same  reason,  the 
proper  time  for  me  to  disclaim  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Icgitimato  functions  and  rights 
of  the  northern  Provincial  Governments ;  bat 
I  do  say  that  a  necessaiy  port  of  Sir  George 
Grey's  plan,  «nd  a  necessary  means  to  its 


success,  is,  that  we  should  not  merely  deal  with 
the  Native  question  as  one  requiring  only  insti- 
tutions for  the  Native  people,  but  as  one  which 
must  be  met  by  carrying  on  British  coloniza- 
tion, and  adding  large  numbers  of  Europeans  to 
the  present  population  of  the  Northern  Island. 
The  General  Government  will  not  think  of  im- 
posing— and  still  less  will  Middle  Island  mem- 
bers think  of  imposing — on  the  provinces  of  the 
North  Island  any  burden  which  is  not  admitted 
by  northern  members  to  be  for  the  best  inter- 
est of  their  provinces.  I  invite,  therefore,  all 
the  honourable  members  representing  the 
Northern  Island  to  give  their  most  serious  con- 
sideration to  the  question  whether  it  would 
bo  advisable  to  grant  to-  the  Governor  this 
means  of  converting  our  relations  with  tho 
Native  people  from  a  source  of  difficulty  and 
danger  into  a  source  of  prosperity  and  content- 
ment. If  you  enable  the  Government  to  raise 
a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose,  and 
if  the  Provincial  Governments  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  northern  provinces  consider  it 
will  be  best  for  the  interests  of  tho  whole  North- 
em  Island  that  that  course  shall  be  taken,  I 
shall  be  prepared  on  my  part  to  bring  down  a 
more  specific  proposal,  and  to  state  the  plan  on 
which  the  loan  would  be  spent. 

Mr.  FOX. — From  what  source  is  the  interest 
of  the  loan  to  be  paid  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL. — We  propose  to  charge 
it  upon  the  ordinary  revenue  of  those  provinces 
of  the  North  Island  which  it  will  benefit ;  but 
there  are  questions  axising  out  of  our  Native 
Lands  Bill  which  materially  affect  this  finan- 
cial part  of  the  plan,  and  therefore  I  pur- 
posely refrain  from  going  into  it.  Until  wo 
have  had  the  question  of  the  Native  land 
policy  and  our  relations  with  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment made  clear,  I  will  not  make  a  specific 
proposal  as  to  the  funds  against  which  the  in- 
terest of  such  a  loan  should  be  charged ;  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Bongitikei  may  be 
sure  that  the  principle  of  any  proposal  what- 
ever will  be  that,  the  provinces  of  the  North 
Island,  being  sup^sed  to  be  benefited  by  a  large 
expenditure  withm  their  limits,  will  have  to 
pay  the  interest  in  proportion  to  the  benefit 
which  they  receive. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— It  vriU  be  a  specific 
charge,  then,  upon  the  Northern  Island  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  FOX. — Will  no  new  taxes  be  made  for 
the  purpose  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— No.  I  believe,  myself,, 
that  no  such  plan  could  possibly  be  proposed 
with  any  success  unless  it  rested  on  the  faith: 
of  those  engaged  in  it  that  it  will  be  a  self-B*p- 
porting  transaction.  If  we  are  to  raise  a  k>an 
which  shall  be  a  permanent  burden  uponi  the 
people  in  the  North  Island,  and  not  in  itself  a 
paymg  transaction,  it  will  not,  either  fLnaBciftUy 
or  politically,  be  a  scheme  worthy  ot  being 
entered  into  at  all ;  but  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  in  the  long  run  it  must  be  jvoductiva 
of  such  a  revenue  as  will  far  mora  than  cover 
the  interest  on  the  loan  to  be  ndsed,  then  I 
think  a  scheme  of  that  kind  can  be  carried  into 
effect  without  the  imposition.  q1  w^  b^wy 
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burden  on  the  people.  I  will  not,  I  repeat, 
fmticipate  the  discnssion  that  must  take  place 
on  this  subject ;  but,  in  order  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  may  not  suppose 
the  question  has  been  lightly  taken  up,  I  will, 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  I  beg  to  invite  his 
consideration  to  the  political  part  of  the  mea- 
sure, also  call  his  attention  to  its  financial  side. 
It  is  admitted  that  we  may  {airly  estimate  that 
our  population,  numbering  a  hundred  thousand, 
will  pay  £400,000  Customs  revenue  in  the  ensu- 
ing year.  If  this  be  a  reasonable  basis  of  caloulei- 
tion,  it  is  evident  that  a  population,  introduced 
as  we  propose,  would  contribute  to  the  Customs 
alone  a  sum  far  greater  than  the  interest  upon 
the  loon  raised  for  their  introduction  :  for  this 
estimate  of  £400,000  gives  an  average  receipt  of 
£4  a  head  from  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  colony ;  and  you  will  find  that,  at  Otago, 
for  instance,  where  the  proportion  of  contribu- 
tions per  head  to  the  Customs  revenue  is  natu- 
rally higher  than  the  proportion  of  contributions 
in  other  provinces,  the  amount  raised  was  at 
the  rate  of  more  than  £5  a  head  over  the  entire 
population.  In  Auckland,  with  a  population  of 
twenty-seven  thousand,  as  rich  and  as  successful 
as  any  that  there  is  in  the  colony,  the  Customs 
revenue  is  estimated  this  year  to  reach  £92,000, 
including  the  contributions  of  the  Maori  popu- 
lation. The  contribution  of  the  Natives  to  the 
Customs  was  carefully  measured  in  1858  by  Mr. 
C.  W.  Biohmond,  of  whom  I  take  this  opportu- 
nity— as  I  shall  always  take  every  opportunity — 
of  saying  that  the  papers  he  has  left  with  us  will 
ever  remain  proofs  of  his  rare  ability,  his  fore- 
sight, and  his  just  and  comprehensive  views. 
He  estimated  the  Customs  revenue  contributed 
by  the  Maoris  of  the  whole  Northern  Island  in 
1858  at  £16,000.  Assuming  that  to  be  a  fair 
calculation  for  the  present  year,  you  will  see 
that,  the  Maori  population  having  remained 
stationary,  the  £92,000  of  Customs  expected 
to  be  raised  in  Auckland  this  year  represents  a 
rate  per  head  which,  though  very  much  lower 
than  the  rate  per  head  at  Otago,  is  still  about 
£3  a  head  for  the  European  population.  Just 
apply  these  calculations  to  the  financial  trans- 
action of  paying  the  interest  on  a  loan  for  in- 
troducing people  by  the  contribution  of  the 
people  to  the  Customs,  and  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  to 
resort  to  additional  burdens  on  the  people. 
"But  I  say  again  that,  if  the  opinion  of  the 
members  of  the  Northern  Island  should  be  that 
the  proposal  would  be  one  neither  self-support- 
ing nor  insuring — as  we  believe  it  would — a 
permanent  settlement  of  the  Native  question, 
then  will  be  the  proper  time  for  you  to  say,  "It 
is  a  proposal  politically  unsafe  and  financially 
imprudent."  I  avow,  in  the  meantime,  that  I 
have  faith  in  the  opposite  conclusion,  in  being 
able  to  prove  by-and-by  that  the  bond  of 
common  interest  on  which  we  propose  to  rest 
our  future  transactions  with  the  Natives  will, 
applied  to  a  transaction  like  this,  make  it  politi- 
cally safe  and  financially  sound.  There  remains 
another  subject  to  be  considered,  on  which  I 
am  not  able  yet  to  say  anything  certain  to-day, 
since  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  make  up  our 
Mr.  Dillon  Bell 


minds,  or  to  ask  this  House  to  make  up  ilt 

mind,  to  a  specific  proposal  would  imprope^ 
anticipate  the  determination  to  which  the 
House  must  come  on  the  larger  question  ot 
Native  policy  to  be  discussed  nest  Tneaday. 
But,  while  I  reserve  to  the  Government  the 
Tight  to  come  down  presently  with  some  de- 
finite proposal  on  that  subject,  I  do  not  faedtita 
to  say,  in  the  meantime,  that  the  state  of  tha 
Taranaki  settlement  demands  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  House.  The  Taranaki  settles 
have  just  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Govemment, 
which  I  shall  not  be  trespassing  too  much  on 
the  attention  of  the  House  if  I  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  read.  [The  honourable  member 
then  read  the  memorial,  dated  8th  Augost] 
This  memorial  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Provincial  Council  of  Taranaki  was  passed 
only  a  few  days  ago,  and  published  in 
the  Provincial  Government  Oasettt  of  the 
8th  August,  and  which  reached  me  by  Qa 
"  Lord  VVorsley  "  on  Tuesday.  I  regret  that 
the  Superintendent  and  Provincial  Council  of 
that  province  should  have  thought  it  right  to 
advance  against  Sir  George  Grey  and  the  late 
Ministers  a  charge  such  as  is  made  in  this  peti- 
tion, of  a  want  of  sympathy  and  good  feeling; 
for  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that,  when  the 
settlers  of  Taranaki  reflect  on  all  the  circTua- 
stances  that  have  occurred,  they  rQUst  them- 
selves admit  it  is  without  foundation.  At  the 
same  time  this  House  wiU  be  ready  to  make 
every  allowance  for  the  feelings  of  disappoint- 
ment, irritation,  and  almost  despair  nndet 
which  these  ha^  words  were  penned.  I  think 
our  practical  course,  on  the  receipt  of  a  memo- 
rial like  this,  must  be  to  dismiss  from  oni 
minds  every  feeling  but  the  one  that  it  conui 
from  men  embittered  by  disasters  which  it  is 
our  duty,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  effectonBy 
to  relieve ;  and  that,  while  not  admitting  t 
legal  right  of  compensation  (gainst  the  colonj, 
on  the  part  of  any  settlement  or  province,  for 
the  evils  of  what  was  in  reality  equal  to  t 
foreign  aggression  and  not  a  mere  riot,  which, 
as  in  England,  would  entitle  the  inhabitants  to 
have  their  losses  mode  good  out  of  the  publie 
purse,  this  House  should  be  ready  to  fulfil  the 
moral  obligation  which  His  Excellency's  pie- 
sent  Advisors  think  the  country  is  under  to  re- 
place, if  possible,  the  inhabitants  of  Xaranald 
m  the  prosperity  they  enjoyed  before  that  ag- 
gression. The  memorial  having  only  come 
down  three  or  four  days  ago,  I  trust  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  that  I  am  not  yet  in  a  positicA 
to  make  any  specific  proposal  about  it ;  but  the 
Government  will  give  the  matter  their  best 
consideration,  and  will  be  roady  to  ask  the  ad- 
vice and  the  assistance  of  the  House  as  to  the 
proper  course  to  pursue.  I  cannot  ilismiss  this 
subject  without  referring  to  the  anungements 
which  have  been  made  by  the  late  Govemmoit 
with  respect  to  the  Taranaki  Militia,  becoose 
that  is  a  matter  which  must  necessarily  be 
considered  in  connection  with  any  further  re- 
lief to  the  Taranaki  people.  The  arrangementa' 
for  the  Militia  may  be  shortly  stated  to  be 
these :  Lp.st  year  the  Government  found  that 
the  Militia  expenditure  at  Taranaki  was  going 
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on  at  the  nte  of  neaily  £32,000  a  year  foi  pay 
and  lations,  which  was  produoiug  no  return 
beyond  the  military  Borvicea  performed.  The 
late  MinisteiB  wished  to  make  the  money  paid 
av^lable  for  the  constmotion  of  roads,  and 
ibey  made  arrangements  which  have  reduced 
the  expenditure  to  something  like  £12,000  a 
year  for  Militia,  besides  employing  about  three 
hundred  men  of  the  57th  Begiment  at  the  rate 
of  lOd.  per  day.  It  will  easily  be  seen  that  the 
expenditure,  even  to  the  lesser  extent  which  is 
now  going  on  (under  guarantee  of  this  House 
for  tha  repayment  of  Commissariat  advances), 
must  be  an  element  of  consideration  in  deaUtijg 
with  the  Taranaki  case ;  and  I  propose,  when 
the  Native  policy  is  finally  settled,  to  come 
down  with  a  sx>ecific  proposal  on  that  head. 

VI. — Ikpebiai.  Chaboes. 
I  now  turn,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  to  the 
last  question  which  it   will  be  my  duty  to 
bring  before  the  Committee — namely,  the  Im- 
perial charges  against  this  colony.    I  am  not, 
m  doing  so,  about  to  give  any  figures  of  mine. 
I  have  hitherto  been  dealing  with  figures  repre- 
senting only  the  colonial  accounts  and  records ; 
bat  in  this  matter  of  the  Imperial  bill,  and  in 
most  of  the  observations  I  shall  now  address  to 
the  Committee,  I  intend  only  to  deal  with 
figures  stated  by  Imperial  o&cers.    I  desire 
that  by-and-by,  when  this  Financial  Statement 
oomes  to  be  read  elsewhere,  as  I  suppose  it  will 
be,  it  shall  not  be  said  that  I  have  advanced 
anything  that  has  not  been  clearly  stated  by 
Imperial  officers    themselves.      The    annual 
charge  of  the  force  now  in  this  colony,  as 
stated  by  Deputy  Commissary-General  Jones, 
in  his  minute  to  General  Cameron  (printed  in 
the  sessional  papers  of  this  year,  E.-No.  1., 
section  2),  is,  under  existing  circumstances,  as 
follows:—  £ 

Regimental  pay  of  the  troops    . .     171,000 
General   and  Commissariat  and 

hospital  staS  ..  ..       11,000 

Hospital  expenditure    ..  ..        5,000 

Liond  and  inland  water  transport        6,000 
Pield  SLllowance  . .  600 

Military  store,  barrack,  and  Royal 

Engineer,  Civil  Department  . .        2,700 
Xjocal  expenditure        . .  . .  500 

Liodging-money  ..  ..        8,000 

Hire  of  buildings  . .  . .        3,000 

Wages  and  extra  labour  . .        1,000 

Clothing  ..  ..  ..  100 

Pcovisions,  &c.,  including  pecuni- 
ary allowanoe  . .     110,000 
Wariike  stores              . .            . .  ,600 

Itoyal  Engineer  works  . .  . .        5,000 

Se&  transport . .  ..  ..        6,000 


*rM]riT>g  a  total  estimated  charge  under  exist- 
jag  cizcnmstanoes  (in  time  of  peace)  of  £329,300, 
or  about  £60,000  a  year  for  every  thousand 
soldiezs.  But  this  amount  really  represents 
money  which  would  have  had  to  be  paid — at  all 
eventa,  to  a  great  extent — by  the  British  Treasurer 
wlierever  the  troops  had  been  stationed ;  and  it 
eannot,  therefore,  be  said  that  the  whole  cost  of 
the  troop*  ia  properly  chargeable  on  New  Zea- 


land. When  it  is  urged  that  New  Zealand  costs 
the  British  Treasury  so  much  per  annum  for  the 
force  stationed  here,  it  is  forgotten  that  these 
troops  (or,  at  any  rate,  a  great  number  of  them) 
would  have  to  be  employed  somewhere  else  if 
they  were  not  employed  here.  With  regard  to 
the  £110,000  for  provisions,  I  was  first  under  the 
impression  that  this  amount  was  a  larger  sum 
than  the  provisioning  of  the  troops  would  have 
cost  in  England ;  but  I  now  find  that  is  a  mis- 
apprehension. Under  arrangements  in  exist- 
ence since  last  February  and  April  with  respect 
to  provisioning  the  army,  the  soldier  pays  SJd. 
a  day  for  his  provisions  ;  and  it  costs  the 
Imperial  Treasury  less  here  to  feed  the  troops 
tharr  it  would  cost  at  Home.  In  the  debates 
of  last  March  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
colonial  military  expenditure  the  amount 
which  New  Zealand  costs  was  put  down  at 
a  much  greater  sum  than  the  one  I  have  just 
stated.  I  see  that  Mr.  Adderley  stud,  in  the 
debate  on  the  13th  March,  that  he  had  heard 
from  a  New  Zealand  colonist  that  the  total 
expenditure  of  the  Imperial  Government  in  the 
colony  was  about  £960,000  a  year,  and  that, 
adding  the  cost  of  stores,  transport  service,  and 
naval  establishment,  the  total'  expenditure 
could  not  be  less  than  £1,500,000  a  year.  I  do 
not  know  who  Mr.  Adderley's  informant  could 
have  been ;  but  this  we  know :  that  Mr.  Adder- 
ley  spoke  a  year  after  hostilities  had  ceased ; 
and  his  informant  represents  us  as  costing  the 
British  Treasury  at  the  rate  of  a  million  and  a 
half  in  times  of  peace.  You  cannot  wonder 
then,  that  people  m  England,  when  they  find 
these  statements  made  on  the  high  authority  of 
Mr.  Adderley,  should  feel  that  New  Zealand  is 
a  heavy  burden  upon  the  British  taxpayer,  and 
that  BO  enormous  an  expenditure  ought  to  be 
stopped.  But  I  have  shown,  by  the  figures  of 
the  able  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Commissariat 
himself,  that  the  cost  of  the  troops  under  exist- 
ing circumstances  is  estimated  at  less  than  a 
fourth  of  what  Mr.  Adderley's  informant  led 
him  to  believe.  Indeed,  I  nave  to  refer  the 
Committee  to  another  statement,  also  by 
Deputy  Commissary-General  Jones,  showing 
exactly  what  was  the  extra  expenditure  ac- 
tually incurred  during  the  recent  war ;  and  this 
is  a  material  point  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  when 
we  are  dealing  vrith  the  expenses  of  the  troops 
in  New  Zealand ;  for  I  believe  that  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  fsMsts  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
apparent  determination  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  relieve  themselves  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  the  military  expenditure  of  colonies, 
as  evidenced  by  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
which  they  passed  last  March.  Now,  the 
atnount  which  was  actually  paid  by  the  Im- 
perial Government  daring  the  twelve  months 
that  military  operations  were  going  on  in  the 
colony,  as  stated  by  the  Imperial  officer  in 
charge  'of  the  Commissariat  (I  mean  the  extra 
expenditure  occasioned  by  the  war),  was 
£143,048.  This  sum,  it  is  true,  was  only  up  to 
March,  1861 ;  but  in  March,  1862,  it  had  not 
grownto  a  much  higher  figure,  for  in  his  finan- 
cial speech  of  this  year  Mr.  Gladstone  said, — 
"  With  respect  to  New  Zealand,  we  have  only 
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bionght  to  chthrge  at  piesent  £250,000;  bnt 
that  does  not  moTude  the  qaestion  how  far  the 
five  or  six  thousand  men  in  Kew  Zealand 
would  have  been  kept  up  if  not  wanted  for 
service  there.  It  is  only  what  we  paid  up  to 
the  31st  March,  1862,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  it 
does  not  cover  the  whole  war  expenditure  in 
New  Zealand." 

We  therefore  have  this  astonishing  fact:  that, 
though  the  colony  was  said  to  cost  a  million 
and  a  half  annually,  the  Chancellor  of  Ex- 
chequer, in  his  Budget  speech,  only  calls  on 
the  House  of  Commonii  to  provide  for  a  quarter 
of  a  million  as  the  expenditure  known  up  to 
April  this  year  to  have  been  made  up  to  the 
termination  of  hostilities.  So  that,  if  wa  con- 
sider what  the  actual  cost  to  the  Imi>erial 
Government  of  the  force  now  in  the  colony  in  a 
time  of  peace  is,  apart,  of  course,  from  that 
which  we  all  of  us  most  earnestly  hope  will  not 
happen — the  renewal  of  military  oiferations — 
the  total  amount  is  not  more  than  £2,500  a 
month  over  and  above  regimental  pay,  staff 
allowances,  and  provisions,  which  would  have 
been  paid  anywhere;  while  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  war  it  did  not  exceed  £12,000  a 
month. 

I  come  now  to  the  practical  matter  before 
us — I  mean  the  Imperial  bill ;  and  I  will  state 
to  the  Committee  as  shortly  as  I  can  what  that 
bill  is.  When  Governor  Gore  Browne  was  at 
New  Plymouth  in  March,  1860,  he  demanded 
from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  a  guarantee  for  the 
repayment  to  the  Crown  of  any  money  that 
should  be  issued  by  the  Commissariat  for  pay 
and  rations  to  the  Taranaki  Militia.     That 

guarantee  was  given  by  Mr.  Bichmond ;  but,  the 
olonial  Government  having  afterwards  found 
that  there  was  a  Horse  Guards  memorandum' 
authorizing  the  issue  of  those  moneys  from  the 
Commissariat  chest  upon  the  Governor's  order, 
the  Governor  withdrew  his  demand.  When 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  he  objected  to  that  withdrawal.  In  a 
despatch  which  he  sent  out  on  the  26th  Janu- 
ary, 1861,  after  reciting  the  circumstances,  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  dueoted  the  .Governor  as 
follows : — 

"I  have  now  to  instruct  you  not  to  make 
any  further  advances  to  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment from  the  Commissariat  chest  in  respect 
to  the  expenses  of  secret  service  money,  or  for 
the  maintenance  of  any  local  force,  except  on 
a  distinct  pledge  given  by  the  Government  of 
the  colony  that  all  such  advances  will  be 
repaid  from  colonial  funds  so  far  as  the  Im- 
perial Government  shall  require  payment." 

But  that  despatch  was  written  under  a  mis- 
understanding of  the  Horse  Guards  memo- 
randum ;  and,  in  a  late  despatch  of  the  25th 
March,  1861,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  renewed 
his  determination  that  the  money  should  be  re- 
funded if  required.  The  Governor,  on  -the  25th 
June,  sent  down  a  message  to  the  House  in  the 
following  words : — 

"  The  Governor  is  aware  that  the  colony  has 

not  the  means  of  meeting  the  outlay  which 

may  be  required  for  organizmg  and  maintaining 

the'colonial  forces  in  an  effective  state ;  and  he 

Mr.  DiOon  Bett 


is  prepared  to  sanction  the  iasne  from  the  Can. 
missariat  chest  of  the  money  required  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  he  can  only  do  so  upon  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
his  despatch  of  the  26th  January,  1861." 

The  House  accepted  this  condition  in  reply 
to  the  message  ;  and  later  in  the  session— oa 
the  3rd  September — the  House  came  to  the 
following  resolution :  "  That  this  House  gnutn- 
tees  the  necessary  provision  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure authorized  by  the  address  of  thii 
House  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Hessue 
No.  2." 

This  colony  has  therefore  entered  into  a 
solemn  guarantee  to  the  Imperial  Oovemment 
that  it  vrill  repay  the  money ;  and  I  think  then 
can  be  no  question  whatever  that  the  time  hm 
arrived  when  some  arrangement  should  be 
made  to  meet  the  liability  we  then  undertoolc. 
The  demand  made  by  the  Imperial  Government, 
as  stated  in  the  accounts  sent  in  by  the  Con- 
missariat,  is  as  follows : — 

S     a.  i. 
5,673   4   8 

60,273   8  9 

986  14   4 

24,8d6    3  S 

16,422    3  10 

3,126    0   4 

5,000    0   0 
87   0  0 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Pay  and  contingent  expenses 
of  Militia  and  Volunteers 

Clothing  and  equipment  of 
Militia  and  Volunteers  . . 

Bations  and  forage  . . 

Hire  of  steamers 

Field  defences 

Gratuity  to  officers  and  crews 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships  . . 

Miscellaneous 

Demand  of  £5  per  bead  for 
troops,  from  April,  1858,  to 
the  3l8t  March,  1862      . . 

Barracks  at  Taranaki 

Estimated  amount  for  troops 
to  the  30th  June,  1862   . . 

Estimated  amount  for  Tara- 
naki Militia  to  the  30th 
June,  1862 


53,687  10  0 

7,000   0  0 

6,750   0  (► 

3,363    0  0 


£186,163  18   4 


I  call  honourable  members'  attention  to  these 
figures,  because  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  de- 
spatch of  the  26th  May  last  refers  to  £192,000 
as  having  been  incurred  to  the  end  of  October, 
1861,  whereas  the  whole  amount  of  bills  sent 
in  by  the  Commissariat,  including  the  estinitlt 
for  troops  to  the  30th  June,  1862,  being  ai 
months  more  than  the  period  for  wbidi 
the  Duke  requires  the  colony  to  pay  that 
sum,  is  only  £186,000.  But  in  this  bill  ue 
included  certain  items  which  it  does  not  a^ 
pear'  to  His  Excellency's  present  Advises, 
nor,  I  believe,  to  the  late  Oovemment,  that  tiie 
Imperial  Government  would,  on  a  roconsidei*- 
tion  of  the  case,  insist  upon  our  paying.  Then 
is,  in  the  first  place,  the  sum  of  £2,238  in  cash 
which  the  colony  has  actually  paid ;  in  the 
second  place,  there  is  the  expenditure  on  ac- 
count of  the  batrracks  at  Napier  and  Auckland, 
amounting  to  £7,397,  which  we  understood  to 
be  included  in  the  £5-a-head  contribution  for 
troops  granted  by  this  House  since  1858. 
There  is  a  demand  of  £5,672  for  arms  and 
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ammanition,  and  o{  £16,482  for  hire  of  steamers 
at  Tanmaki,  which  last  item  was  incurred  for 
sending  snpplies  by  sea  to  the  Waitara  camp, 
instead  of  by  an  escort  overland.  That  is  a 
peooliarly  military  transaction,  adopted  for 
miUtory  purposes,  and  does  not  come  within 
the  terms  either  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's 
condition  of  Jajinary,  1861,  or  of  our  own 
guarantee.  We  are  bound  by  every  item  in- 
cluded in  the  guarantee,  but  we  are  not  bound 
for  items  not  so  included ;  indeed,  a  question 
may  arise  whether  we  are  rightfully  bound  for 
advances  made  prior  to  the  Governor's  message, 
for  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  says,  "  I  instruct 
you  to  make  no  further  advances  without  a 
pledge  of  repayment."  I  should  also  mention, 
with  regard  to  the  item  for  field  defences,  that 
I  hope  the  Home  Government  will  relieve  us  of 
it,  because  at  first  sight  it  would  seem  to  be 
as  equitable  an  interpretation  of  our  guarantee 
to  charge  us  for  General  Pratt's  immortal  sap. 
Another  item  which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
now  proposes  to  charge  us  with — and  it  is  one 
of  too  much  importance  for  the  Government 
to  come  to  a  hasty  determination  upon,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  the  Duke's  de- 
spatch— is  the  cost  of  the  read  from  Drury  to 
the  Waikato.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
honourable  members  who  have  read  the  papers 
laid  before  the  House  this  session,  that  when 
the  Governor  returned  from  the  meetings  he 
held  with  the  Waikato  chiefs  he  determined 
upon  the  formation  of  a  military  road  between 
Auckland  and  the  banks  of  the  Waikato  River ', 
and  I  think  it  clearly  appears — though  perhaps 
we  ought  not  to  go  further  than  the  words  of 
the  despatch  in  which  Sir  George  Grey  an- 
nonncixt  that  decision,  or  of  the  Speech  with 
which  his  Excellency  opened  the  present  ses- 
sion—  that,  in  point  of  fact,  that  road  was 
constructed  with  a  strategical  object  and  for 
military  purposes.  What  course  was  taken  by 
the  late  ilinisters  upon  that  question  I  am  not 
able  to  say,  because  the  minute  Ministers  sent 
to  the  Governor  is  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
present  Government.  If,  therefore,  any  advice 
was  given  by  the  late  Ministry  to  the  Governor 
on  the  subject  of  that  road,  it  will  probably  be 
thonglit  desirable  by  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  to  state  to  the  House  what  the 
nature  of  their  engagement  with  the  Qovemor 
on.  behalf  of  the  colony  really  was,  so  that  we 
may  sec  precisely  our  position. 
.  In  referring  to  the  question  pending  between 
the  Imperial  Government  and  the  colony  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  tolls  as  that  "  he  sees  no 
adequate-  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the 
New  Zealand  Government  of  the  obligation 
under  which  the  colonists  themselves  lie  to 
exert  themselves  in  their  own  defence,  and  to 
submit  to  those  sacrifices  which  are  necessary 
from  persons  whose  lives  and  property  are  in 
danger." 

Upon  the  political  questions  involved  in  that 
statement  I  am  not  about  to  enter  now — they 
will  come  more  properly  under  discussion  in 
the  debate  next  Tuesday,  and  should  not  be 
sttticipated  in  a  Financial  Statement;  but  I 
(hick  it  is  right  that  the  House  should  have 


before  it  only  a  few  items  showing  the  amonnti 
of  sacrifices  already  made  by  the  colony,  or 
demanded  of  it,  for  maintenance  of  the  Queen's 
authority.  Let  me  present  the  purely  financial 
part  of  the  question,  and  when  you  come  to  the 
political  part  you  will  bo  able  to  say  whether 
it  ia  true  that  no  sacrifice  has  been  made  by 
the  colony.  If  the  whole  amount  of  this  bill 
is  really  insisted  upon  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  we  have  to  pay  £186,000 ;  if  we  tako 
the  expended  war  loan  of  150,000;  if  wo 
count  our  appropriations  of  £17,000  in  the  last 
two  years  for  Militia  and  other  military  ex- 
pen4itare ;  if  we  add  the  extra  votes  given  to 
the  Native  service  of  £10,000 ;  and  wo  assume 
the  actual  losses  of  the  Tanmaki  settlers — 
besides  the  £25,000  voted  last  year  for  their 
relief— at  only  £125,000,  instead  of  £200,000, 
which  they  ask  in  their  memorial,  we  shall 
find  alrea(^  a  sacrifice  made  by  the  colony  to 
the  extent  of  nearly  half  a  million  of  money. 
Whether  we  are  called  upon  or  not  to  provide 
for  all  these  claims,  I  say  that,  if  those  figures 
do  justly  show  what  the  war  has  really  cost  ua, 
£500,000  barely  represents  the  amount  of  the 
sacrifices  already  made  by  a  population  of  less 
than  a  hundred  thousand  souls.  Even  assum- 
ing that  we  may  obtain  a  reduction. of  some 
items  of  the  Imperi(kl  bill  on  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  our  interpretation  of  the  guarantee,  this 
sum  represents  £5  per  head  for  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  colony.  Do  honour- 
able members  realize  this  ?  Do  they  see  that 
it  is  equivalent  to  this :  that,  if  the  calamity  of 
war  should  unhappily  fall  on  England,  and 
the  English  people  should  be  required  to  make 
sacrifices  on  their  part,  the  sum  we  have 
already  paid,  lost,  or  are  called  iipon  to  meet 
is  equal  to  £150,000,000  sterling  oh  the  popula- 
tion of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ?  The  whole 
sacrifice  imposed  upon  the  English  people,  as 
far  as  money  goes,  by  the  Russian  war,  does 
not  equal  in  its  rate  per  head  the  sacrifice 
which  has  already  been  made  by,  or  claimed 
from,  the  colony  for  the  Taranaki  war.  I  desire 
to  speak  with  the  fullest  recognition  of  the 
prompt  and  generous  aid  afforded  to  us  by  the 
Diike  of  Newcastle  in  our  time  of  need ;  but  I 
must  say  it  seems  to  me  that  bard  words  are 
used  towards  us  wheii  wo  are  told  we  shrink 
from  any  sacrifice  that  we  ought  to  make.  The 
Dnko  calls  upon  us  for  further  sacrifices ;  but 
is  this  money  all  the  sacrifice  we  have  made  ? 
Are  we  to  count  for  nothing  the  destruction  of 
hundreds  of  homesteads,  the  uttet  ruin  of  a 
thriving  and  peaceful  population,  the  desolation 
of  an  entire  British  settlement,  the  sufferings 
of  innocent  women  and  children  fumed  adrift 
into  a  strange  place  to  receive  the  charity  of 
their  fellow-colonists,  or  staying  behind  to 
breathe  the  pestilential  air  of  a  beleaguered 
town  1  But  even  the  amount  I  have  stated  by 
no  means  covers  all  we  have  to  pay.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  extraordinary  claims  on  account  of 
the  war,  we  have  to  keep  up  the  ordinary  cstsr 
blishments  for  maintaining  peace  and  order  and 
the  security  of  property ;  we  have  to  pay  more 
than  £100,000  a  year  in  the  various  provinces 
for  police  and  gaols.    Every  calculation  of  th« 
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expenditure  of  a  countiy  on  pfirposes  of  self- 
defence  includes  its  contributions  for  police  and 
gaols ;  and  the  fact  is  that  we  pay  more  than 
£1  per  head  on  our  whole  population.  Now, 
Victoria,  with  five  times  the  population,  pays 
13s.  6d.  a  head,  including  its  contribution  to 
the  Imperial  troops,  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
ship  of  war ;  New  South  Wales,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  321,000,  pays  only  153.  per  head ;  Queens- 
land, having  a  Native  police,  pays  upon  its 
population  of  30,000  a  rate  of  £1  4s.  a  head. 
But  the  whole  cost  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  for  army,  navy,  police,  Ac,  is  estimated 
to  be  only  ISs.  a  head.  We  therefore,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sacritices  caused  by  the  war,  have 
to  make  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  pre- 
Bervation  of  peace  and  order ;  and  this  will,  I 
hope,  hot  be  forgotten  in  any  reconsideration  of 
the  claims  made  on  us. 

I  will  now  state  what  the  Government  specifl- 
oally  proposes  for  the  settlement  of  the  Imperial 
claim.  In  the  first  place,  we  must  admit  that 
we  are  liable  already  for  £49,387  for  our  contri- 
bution of  £d  a  head  to  the  troops  up  to  the  Blst 
December,  1861,  the  time  fixed  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  26th  May  last ;  wa 
are  chargeable  for  .£60,273  for  the  pay  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  Militia  and  Volunteers ;  we 
are  chargeable  for  £7,000,  the  cost  of  Taranaki 
barracks,  which  we  have  guaranteed.  These 
items  alone  amoimt  to  about  £120,000.  Now, 
what  is  our  duty  in  this  matter  ?  In  the  first 
place,  what  is  the  interpretation  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle's  despatch,  26th  January,  1861? 
Here  is  a  despatch  imposing  a  condition  that 
no  further  advances  shall  be  made,  except  on  a 
pledge  of  repayment  by  the  colony  to  such  an 
extent  as  the  Imperial  Government  may  re- 
quire. We  think  that  the  guarantee  given  at 
tne  commencement  of  the  war,  and  renewed 
last  sessiQn,.doe8  not  apply  to  some  of  the  items 
claimed.  Now,  I  propose  that  we  should  peiss 
an  Act  reciting  that  certain  advances  have 
been  made  by  the  Imperial  Treasury  for  these 
specific  purposes  ;  that  the  Duke  had  prescribed 
as  to  further  advances  certain  conditions  which 
we  have  accepted ;  that  doubts  had  arisen  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  conditions,  uid  our 
guarantee ;  that,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  final 
and  equitable  eettlement,  it  should  be  left  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  name  some  referee  to 
whom  it  should  be  left  to  determine  what  sum 
we  actually  owe  on  a  fair  interpretation  of  that 
guarantee  ;  that  the  sum  so  determined  should 
be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that 
we  should  presently  enact — without  waiting  for 
that  determination — that  the  sum  certified 
should  be  read  as  the  schedule  to  the  Act ;  and, 
lastly,  that  we  should  make  a  pajrment  of 
£20,000  a  year  till  that  sum  was  wiped  ofi.  I 
do  not  want  to  go  further  into  debt  in  reference 
to  this  claim — I  want  the  ordinary  revenue  of 
the  colony  to  pay  it  oS ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  want  to  ask  the  Imperial  Government  to  deal 
with  us  in  the  same  way  that  we  should  deal 
ourselves  with  a  debtor  in  a  private  transaction, 
and  let  us  pay  it  off  by  instalments.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  proposal  will  meet  with  fait  con- 
sideration by  the  Imperial  GoTeznment.  We 
Ur.  Vioon  Bett 


believe  that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  vfaan 
they  see  that  we  desire  to  evade  no  liaUlit} 
that  properly  belongs  to  us,  will  not  peremptoiilj 
demand  an  inunediate  payment  of  the  «faol« 
sum,  which,  after  the  sacrifices  we  have  ahead; 
made  as  colonists  in  support  of  the  Queen's 
authority,  and  after  our  willingness  to  contri- 
bute liberally  to  Sir  George  Grfey's  Native  (du, 
would  be  a  very  heavy  burden  npon  oor  re- 
sources. We  believe  that  they  will  not  dmt 
us  to  the  necessity  of  raising  another  loan,  and 
of  damaging  our  credit  by  going  into  the  ma^et 
to  create  a  further  permanent  debt  for  repay- 
ment ^  the  Imperial  Treasury  of  a  sum  vhidi 
is  insignificant  in  the  vast  financial  transas. 
tions  of  the  Empire.  We  believe  that  they  will 
allow  us,  after  the  amount  of  the  debt  is  settled 
by  a  referee  named  by  themselves,  to  pay  it  cA 
by  instalments  secured  by  an  Act  of  the 
Assembly,  and  not  by  a  simple  resolation  <i 
this  House.  But  much  depends  upon  the  man- 
nor  in  which  we  shall  ourselves  state  our  cue. 
I  hope  I  have  myself  been  able  to  do  so  in  a 
temperate  manner.  Let  it  never  be  said  that, 
even  while  chafing  under  the  sting  of  anm- 
deserved  reproach,  we  forgot  for  a  moment  the 
prompt  assistance  which  England  sent  us  in 
our  time  of  need.  Let  us  appeal,  not  to  the 
charity,  not  to  the  compassion  of  England, 
but  to  her  justice  and  generosity ;  and  I  taj 
that  this  colony  need  not  fear  the  result. 

I  now,  Sir,  place  the  following  resoloUoa  in 
your  hands :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, the  charge  upon  the  gross  revenue  and 
receipts  arising  from  the  sale,  letting,  disposal, 
and  occupation  of  waste  lands  of  the  Crown 
within  the  several  Provinces  of  Aivskland,  Wd- 
lington,  Hawke's  Bay,  and  Taranaki,  created 
by  section  5  of  ".The  Land  Revenue  Approptia- 
tion  Act,- 1858,"  be  repealed  from  and  after  tht 
1st  day  of  July,  1862. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

NOMINATED  SUPERINTENDENTS  BttL 
Mr.  FITZGERALD,  in  moving  the  seoood 
reading  of  the  Nominated  Superintendent  Bill, 
said  he  need  not  occupy  the  House  long,  tbe 
question  being  one  that  had  been  so  widelyand 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  colony  duri]^  the 
last  few  years,  and  proceeded  to  give  a  histoiy 
of  the  reasons  why  the  Bill  had  been  introduced 
now.  Early  in  the  session  he  happened,  in  &e 
course  of  a  debate,  to  drop  a  few  expressions  is 
favour  of  nominated  Superintendents,  and  whea 
he  sat  down  several  honourable  members  came 
to  him  and  said,  "  We  had  not  the  least  idea 
you  wished  to  have  nominated  Superintendents 
— why,  that  is  what  everybody  wants ;  "  and 
they  desired  him  to  move  in  the  matter,  whiob 
he  declined  to  do  till  he  knew  more  fully  Uie 
opinion  of  the  House  upon  it.  But  in  the 
meantime  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Fl^outh  put  a  resolution  on  the  Order  Paper 
asking  the  House  to  declare  itself  in  favonr  of 
nominated  Superintendents,  which  he  (Hr. 
FitzGendd)  asked  the  honourable  member  to 
withdraw,  thinldng  that  it  might  be  possiiil* 
not  merely  to  pass  a  resolation,  bnt  to  mate  a 
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-oomplete  change  in  the  law  this  session.    He 
thoii^t,  however,  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
-znn  a  Bill  thiongh  the  two  Hoosea  in  the  pre- 
■ent  session,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  difierent 
parts  of  the  colony  would  have  no  information 
•of  it,  and  conseqaently  lose  their  right  of  peti- 
tioning against  it.    After  some  consideration, 
thenefore,  he  thonght  a  BUI  such  els  the  pre- 
sent would  meet  both  objects.    He  had  always 
felt  that  there  was  something  very  wrong  at 
the  basis  of  the  Constitution  of  this  country, 
not  only  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  the 
-General  Assembly,  out  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
■oils  also,  in  that  they  shoald  be  able  themselves 
to  pass  measores  affecting  their  own  Constitu- 
tion.    This  was  a  grave  constitutional  fault, 
'which  would  lead  to  trouble  in  the  future,  for  the 
party  in  power  might,  by  passing  an  Act  at  one 
particular  moment,  confirm  and  continue  its 
-own  powers  to  the  detriment  and  exclusion  of 
the  influence  of  what  might  be  a  few  months 
after  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  country. 
The  States  of  America,  with  the  most  demo- 
-exatic  Constitution  in  the  world,  had  no  power 
to   alter  their  own  Constitution;  but,  if  any 
Alteration  were  wanted,  they  must  go  back 
to  that  from  which  their  power  was  derived — 
the  people ;    and   he  felt  that,  in  making  a 
.change,  this  House  ought  to  retire  on  the  people 
themselves,  and  give  them  the  power  of   ex- 
Xiressing  their  views.    He  had  thought  this  on 
several  occasions  when  he  had  seen  representa- 
tion  Bills  passed   by  Provincial   Councils,  in 
doing  which  they  had  the  power  of  giving  the 
whole  political  power  of  the  country  into  the 
hands  of  one  class  or  another  by  the  mere  altera- 
tion of  districts  and  the  number  of  representa- 
ti-ves.'  Unless  this  were  a  popular  Bill  it  would 
be  wholly  inoperative ;  it  could  not  possibly  do 
any  harm,  could  not  possibly  take  from  the  peo- 
ple any  power  which  they  possessed  or  fancied 
they  possessed :  and  in  making  this  change  it 
was  important  to  persuade  them  of  that.    The 
Bill  was  a  very  siaiple  one,  proposing  to  enact 
that  Superintendents  should  be  nominated  by 
the  Qovemor,  with  a  few  clauses  to  accommo- 
date that  provision  to  existing  law.    The  7th 
.  clause  enacted  that  a  Superintendent  should 
>hold  office  only  five  years.    This  limit  was  de- 
sirable because  it  might  be  desirable  to  remove 
the  officer  nominated  without  passing  on  him 
.anything  like  a  slur  or  censure.   A  further  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  Deputy-Oovemors.    It  would  be  a  question 
.for    the   people  of   any  province   whether   a 
J>eputy-Gk>vemor  should  be  appointed  to  it ; 
but  this  Bill  would  prevent  the  anomaly  and 
absurdity  of  a  Deputy-Governor  and  a  Superin- 
tendent existing  at  the  same  time.    The  8th 
clause,. it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him,  was  in 
contravention  of  the  3rd  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Act,  in  saying  that  when  a  Deputy-Go- 
vernor was  appointed  the  office  of  Superinten- 
dent should  cease.    That,  however,  was  merely 
a  theoretical  objection,  which  he  proposed  to 
meet  hy  the  substitution  of  the  words  "  shall 
be  ezaroised   by  the  said  Superintendent  or 
Depnty-QoTemor.**    Supposing  they  were  now 
Jot  ^e  .Sat  .time  called  on  to  make  provinces 


and  appoint  Superintendents  for  those  pro- 
vinoes,  he  put  it  to  the  House  whether  tney 
would  fall  back  on  the  system  of  nomination  or 
of  election.  When  the  Constitution  Act  was 
passed  in  1662,  he,  with  the  late  Mr.  Godley — a 
man  of  the  greatest  political  foresight— and 
others  in  England,  felt — and  the  opinion  was 
shared,  with  few  exceptions,  by  all  the  leading 
men  of  this  colony — that  a  grave  mistake  had 
been  made  in  placing  the  nomination  of  Super- 
intendents in  the  hands  of  the  people.  They 
knew  that  when  the  Constitution  Act  was 
framed  it  was  intended  to  have  made  the  ap- 
pointment of  Superintendents  similar  to  that 
of  Governors,  as  was  still  apparent  from  the 
other  clauses,  which  were  wholly  inconsis- 
tent with  the  idea  that  the  head  of  the  Exe- 
cutive of  the  province  should  be  elected  by 
the  people,  creating  an  anomalous  office  never 
before  established  imder  British  rule.  [The 
honourable  member  next  argued  against  the 
idea  held  by  some,  that  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
tures were  intended  to  be  merely  municipal 
bodies  with  only  municipal  powers ;  but  in  the 
Constitution.  Act  the  powers  given  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  were  conveyed  in  exactly  the 
same  words  as  those  given  to  this  House,  though 
there  were  certain  reserved  subjects  upon  which 
the  Provincial  Councils  were  not  permitted  to 
legislate.  The  honourable  member  then  pointed 
out  the  wide  distinction  between  a  municipality 
and  what  might  be  called  a  Government.  With 
the  exception  of  those  thirteen  subjects,  he 
argued,  the  Provincial  Legislatures  were  in- 
tended to  have  the  same  power  as  the  General 
Legislature.  No  advantage  had  been  gained 
by  departing  from  the  ordinary  mode  of  govern- 
ment of  British  colonies,  because  the  people 
had  gained  no  more  power  by  it,  but  rather 
lost ;  for  a  Superintendent,  when  once  in  office, 
could  virtually  maintain  himself  in  office  if  he 
chose  to  make  use  of  the  means  to  do  so.  He 
next  pointed  out  the  difierence  between  elec- 
tion to  a  legislative  office  tind  to  an  executive 
office.]  If  a  man  agreed  with  him  in  his 
opinions  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done  he  could 
voto  for  him  to  represent  his  opinion  in  a 
Legislature ;  but  in  an  election  for  an  execu- 
tive office  what  they  wanted  to  know  was  the 
candidate's  capacity  for  governing,  whether  he 
was  an  honest  man,  and  possessed  of  peculiar 
administrative  power — on  which  points  the 
electors  must  bo  profoundly  ignorant.  Before 
an  English  Minister  attained  to  power  he  un- 
derwent a  most  perfect  competitive  examina- 
tion in  his  long  course  of  trial  as  a  member  of 
the  House  ;  but  the  man  who  appeared  on  the 
hustings  for  the  first  time  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Superintendency,  what  could  they  know 
about  his  power  of  administration  and  honesty  7 
These  arguments  had  been  long  working  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  system;  for,  he  repeated, 
they  did  not  gain  power,  but  absolutely  lost 
it,  because,  as  he  had  said  before,  the  only- 
mode  in  which  the  people  could  gain  power, 
and  the  only  real  power  they  could  exercise,  was 
by  their  determined,  long-continued,  and  well- 
oonsideied  will,  constantly  expressed — a  powec 
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'which  they  sacrificed  by  the  election  system  to 
a  momentaiy  expression  of  will  under  any  pass- 
ing influence  that  might  happen  to  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  at  the  time.  Then  came  con- 
flicts between  the  officers  so  elected  and  the 
Council.  The  Council  said,  "We  will  do  so- 
and-so,  for  we  are  the  representatives  of  the 
people ; "  and  the  Superintendent  replied,  "  So 
do  I  represent  the  people,  and  it  shall  not  be 
so."  One  great  fault  of  the  Constitution  Act 
was,  that  the  Superintendent  had  no  power  to 
dissolve  a  Provincial  Council,  or  a  machinery 
provided  by  which  a  more  widespread  intelli- 
gent feeling  might  be  brought  into  the  Council. 
Again,  the  Superintendents  were  charged  with 
the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  giving  him  an  enor- 
mous power  of  rewarding  votes  out  of  the  public 
funds,  which  a  Legislature  could  not  directly 
do.  If  ho  {Mr.  FitzGeraUl)  wished  to  spread 
bribery  and  corruption  throughout  the  land,  he 
would  adopt  precisely  this  elective  Superinten- 
dent plan.  He  was  not  referring  to  anything 
that  had  taken  place,  nor  did  he  wish  to  say 
anything  unkind  of  any  member  in  this  House. 
So  long  as  the  Superintendent  existed,  it  was 
his  duty  to  maintain  his  power  to  the  utmost ; 
but,  although  elections  had  been,  compara- 
tively speaking,  pure  hitherto,  they  must  not 
judge  by  what  had  gone  on  already,  but  by  what 
it  would  in  future  come  to  if  the  system  re- 
mained. He  did  not  know  if  his  Honour  the 
Superintendent  of  Canterbury  was  so  attached 
to  his  position  as  to  be  willing  to  risk  his 
character  to  retain  it ;  but  he  would  say  this : 
that,  if  he  (Mr.  FitzGorald)  were  in  that  posi- 
tion, ho  would  defy  the  whole  Province  of  Can- 
terbury to  get  him  out  of  it.  With  £200,000 
a  year  to  spend  amongst  a  population  of  sixteen 
thousand,  he  would  like  to  see  the  man  that  < 
would  get  him  out  of  that  office  when  he  once 
got  in.  Ue  did  not  wish  to  insinuate  that  his 
honourable  friend  would  take  such  a  course, 
for  he  believed  that  if  ho  oould  get  out  of  his 
present  situation  he  would  do  so.  He  did  not 
believe  that  honourable  member  would  do  any- 
thing dishonourable ;  but  he  certainly  had  the 
power  to  keep  himself  in  if  he  wished  to  do  it. 
—(No,  no.)— Well,  he  (Mr.  FitzGerald)  thought 
so,  and  he  would  undertake  to  do  it.  The 
people  had  lost  power  by  this  system ;  and 
therefore,  if  this  House  could  give  them  the 
opportunity  to  alter  the  system  when  they 
pleased,  it  would  be  justified  in  doing  so. 
Another  important  point  was  that,  at  first,  this 
country  was  not  one  colony,  but  six — six  settle- 
ments which  were  as  muph  distinct  colonies  as 
any  colonies  that  England  had  founded,  having 
no  communication  or  interests  with  one  an- 
other, no  common  machinery  of  government, 
and  no  common  objects  in  view — founded,  in 
fact,  upon  different  interests  and  for  different 
objects.  The  Constitution  Act  was  intended  to 
meet  this  difficulty,  and  it  did  meet  it;  but 
in  the  passing  of  that  there  were  two  questions 
to  be  considered — the  one  the  giving  of  power 
to  the  people,  and  the  other  the  giving  of  local 
powers  to  each  of  these  distinct  divisions  of  them, 
ior  it  was  most  justly  felt  that,  if  they  placed 
Mr.  FitzGerald 


supreme  power  in  any  one  point,  created  om 
great  centre  of  government,  there  would  be « 
tendency  to  central  expenditure  there  tat)i« 
detriment  of  the  other  portions  of  the  Islmdt. 
Of  these  two  things,  therefore,  it  was  far  man 
important  that  the  powers  of  govemmest 
should  be  localized  than  that  power  should  be 
given  to  the  people,  because  they  knew,  per- 
fectly well  that,  if  they  carried  on  the  coUnm*. 
tion  of  the  country,  the  people  must  acqoin 
power  in  time.  Now,  this  object,  he  conteodel, 
bad  been  in  a  great  mecwure  frustrated  by  the 
system  of  electiug  Superintendents — by  creating 
an  authority  in  each  of  these  local  gorem- 
ments  not  a  part  of,  but  distinct  from,  ud 
which  must  be  in  many  cases  opposed  to  the 
General  Government  of  the  country.  Then 
was  hardly  a  Superintendent  in  the  colony  wfa» 
had  not  been  at  one  time  at  loggerheads  villi 
the  General  Government.  The  General  Go- 
vernment would  not  trust  power  to  authorities 
over  which  it  had  no  control,  and  therelore 
was  obliged  to  hold  in  its  own  hands  the  powen 
which  it  would  most  gladly  delegate  to  local 
authority  and  exercise  through  an  agent  cat 
the  spot.  He  had  now,  he  thoaght,  given  soS- 
cient  reasons  to  ask  the  House  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  The  evils  to  which 
he  had  alluded  hod  grown  to  such  an  enomuxs 
head  that  the  people  could  only  be  satisfied  iy 
dismembering  the  colony,  and  had  resulted  ia 
the  separation  movement  of  Otago,  which  mt 
not  a  mere  cry — not  a  desire  for  govemment 
expenditure,  but  for  something  real  which  wis 
wanted.  They  wanted  that  a  digger  should  not 
go  to  the  Superintendent  about  anything  and  he 
told, "  My  good  man,  you  are  perfectly  right,  bat 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;"  and  then,  whenhe 
had  found  out  the  proper  department,  go  to  u 
officer  of  the  General  Government  who  bad  to 
write  to  Auckland  about  it.  Otago  was  able  to 
maintain  a  Lieutenant-Governor  of  its  ova, 
and  it  was  a  place  to  which  he  should  look  to 
take  advantage  of  the  featvre  of  this  Bill  ii 
which  the  powers  of  the  Superintendent  mi^ 
be  vested  in  a  Lieutenant  or  Deputy-Govenioc. 
If  they  were  true  and  real  in  what  they  wanted— 
did  not  want  separation  for  the  sake  of  makizi; 
the  whole  Middle  Island  administer  to  their 
needs  and  to  their  dignity,  but  for  the  sake  A 
Otago  itself,  they  would  be  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  In  conclusion, 
whether  it  were  as  a  matter  of  theory,  to  rednoe 
the  Constitution  Act  to  the  form  in  which  it 
came  from  the  theoretical  politicians  vho 
drafted  the  Act,  whether  for  averting  the  evili 
which  would  come  on  this  colony  if  the  present 
system  were  maintained,  or  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  particular  movement 
springing  up  at  Otago,  the  House  could  not  do 
better  than  to  pass  the  Bill  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WATT  briefly  seconded  the  motion, 
going  into  an  account  of  the  origin  of  this  part 
of  the  Constitution,  and  stating  that  it  vat 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  English  Govem- 
ment from  Earl  Grey  to  Sir  John  Pakingtol 
that  we  had  elective  Superintendents  in  th« 
Constitution  Act.    He  also  drew  the  attentiaii 
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of  the  House  to  the  tact  that  this  was  not  the 
first  time  the  subject  had  been  mooted  in  the 
New  Zealand  Legislature,  for,  in  the  other  House 
last  session,  a  resolution  was  arrived  at  "That 
the  system  of  appointing  Superintendents  of 
provinces  by  election  is  attended  with  grave  in- 
conveniences, and  is  inconsistent  with  the  proper 
working  of  the  government."  He  had  himself 
oidy  tine  other  day  proposed  to  move  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject-— which  he  withdrew  at  the 
instance  of  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
meie — but  was  actuated  by  no  political  provin- 
cial motives  relating  to  Taranaki,  the  present 
Superintendent  of  which,  and  also  his  pre- 
decessor, cordially  agreed  with  him  (Mr.  Watt) 
in  the  views  he  had  taken  of  this  matter. 

Uajor  BICHABDSON  referred  to  this  Bill  as 
another  instance  of  hostility  towards  Superin- 
tendents prevalent  this  session.  It,  appeared 
he  (Major  Richardson]  was  to  suffer  first,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  die  with  becoming  dignity.  He 
really  was  not  aware  that  he  had  such  powers 
as  the  honourable  the  mover  said.  With  the 
executive  checks  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
introduce  into  Otago  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  do  a  single  dishonest  or  arbitrary  act, 
and  he  did  not  know  how  in  any  single  instance 
he  could  effect  his  own  return,  even  if  he  desired 
it ;  and  he  had  done  all  he  possibly  could  to 
prevent  it.  The  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere  appeared  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  executive  and  legislative  powers  of  the 
Superintendents.  He  (Major  Richardson)  held 
that  the  Superintendent  wM  an  essential  part 
of  the  Legislature.  Without  his  concurrence 
no  enactment  became  law.  His  own  Provincial 
Council  the  other  day  was  very  anxious  to  re- 
move him,  by  memorializing  the  Qovemor  to 
dissolve  the  Council ;  but  he  put  his  veto  on  it, 
recommending  to  the  General  Government  that 
it  was  not  desirable  for  the  public  service.  He 
saw  in  this  Bill  a  great  centralizing  tendency. 
He  wanted  to  know  which  was  the  Qovemor  in 
this  Bill,  believing  himself  that  it  would  be  the 
Governor  in  Council.  If  the  Superintendent  were 
to  perform  his  dnties  "  in  accordance  vrith  in- 
structions received  from  time  to  time  from  the 
Governor,"  the  local  government  of  the  province 
oonld  have  no  influence  whatever.  He  could 
not  see  what  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  should  have  to  do  with  the 
removal  of  a  Superintendent.  The  honourable 
the  mover  thought  that  honesty  of  purpose  and 
administrative  power  would  be  best  secured  by 
leaving  the  appointment  to  the  Governor.  But 
how  could  they  teU  political  influence  would 
not  be  used  there.  The  Deputy-Governor,  he 
was  sure,  could  not  possibly  act  with  provincial 
institutions,  and  he  looked,  in  fact,  upon  this 
Bill  as  an  attempt  to  destroy  provincial  institu- 
tions. He  knew  the  time  would  come  when  all 
these  provinces  would  be  merged  into  one  united 
government;  but  till  that  time  came  there 
was  no  need  to  impair  the  usefulness  of  the 
Provincial  Governments.  He  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  to  leave  out  the  word  "now," 
and  at  the  end  of  the  question  to  add  the  words 
"upon  this  day  six  months." 

Mr.  FOX  seconded  the  amendment  ^o/ormd. 


Mr.  liOOBHOUSE  thought  the  House  on^ht 
not  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this  without  its  being 
first  fully  discussed  in  the  different  provinces, 
and  he  could  not  support  it  till  he  had  personal 
communication  with  his  constituents,  and  had 
a  distinct  declaration  of  their  approval  of  it. 
Suppose  the  present  system  changeiil,  what  cer- 
tainty had  they  that  there  would  not  be  cor- 
ruption to  an  equal  extent,  what  certainty 
that  the  nominated  Superintendent  would  re- 
frain from  using  corrupting  influences  to  gain 
him  a  majority  in  the  Council  ?  [The  honour- 
able member  then  referred  to  the  disrespect 
which  it  had  been  the  custom  to  show  to  Super- 
intendents in  this  House,  and  the  tendency  to 
stifle  them  which  had  existed,  and  said  this 
Bill  was  simply  the  offspring  of  a  riotous  desire 
for  change,  which  would  have  a  mischievous 
effect  on  the  people,  who  would  not  be  inclined 
to  receive  it  well  and  think  it  a  good  thing  be- 
cause it  was  forced  upon  them.  He  therefore 
strongly  advised  his  honourable  friend,  after 
the  discussion,  to  withdraw  the  Bill,  and  intro-  - 
duce  it  at  a  more  fitting  season.]  AH  the  good 
which  would  follow  the  nomination  of  gentle- 
men with  whom  the  country  was  not  acquainted 
might  result  from  the  election  of  Superinten- 
dents to  hold  office  either  during  good  behaviour 
or  for  a  much  longer  term — at  least,  ten  years ;  . 
or  the  people  might  be  requested  to  nominate 
six  men,  of  whom  the  Governor — not  in  Council ' 
— should  choose  one.  He  looked  on  this  Bill 
as  assisting  the  central  Executive  to  exercise 
gross  influence  over  all  the  country.  He  de- 
fended the  honesty  and  capability  of  members 
of  Provincial  Councils,  and  argued,  with  refer- 
ence to  a  General  Government  Kxecutive, 
that  large  experience  and  extensive  educa- 
tion were  no  guarantee  for  honesty.  All 
were  men  alike.  If  this  Bill  should  be  passed 
the  Governor  alone  must  be  made  responsible 
for  the  nomination  of  a  Superintendent,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  Legisla- 
tive Council  must  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  his 
removal.  He  would  rather  encourage  the  pre- 
servation to  the  Provincial  Council  of  thepowec- 
of  justifying  by  its  votes  a  dismissal  by  the 
Governor.  Another  course  that  might  be  taken, 
instead  of  this  Bill  was  that  the  Provincial 
Council  should  nominate  half  a  dozen  men, 
Eknd  the  Governor  select  one ;  or  let  the  Go- 
vernor nominate  a  number  of  men,  out  of  whom 
the  people  of  the  province  or  the  Council  of  the 
province  should  choose  one.  All  these  courses, 
were  compromises  at  best.  He  objected  to  any 
legislation  at  present,  but  if  the  House  was  de- 
termined to  legislate  these  were  better  than 
the  Bill  as  it  at  present  stood.  He  did  not  like 
the  principle  of  referring  important  changes  to 
the  Provincial  Councils  in  this  way,  and  foe 
this  reason :  that,  if  this  reference  were  made 
now,  all  the  Provincial  Councils  might,  for 
anything  he  knew  to  the  contrary,  pass  a  re- 
solution rejecting  the  measure,  but  in  six 
months  time  there  might  be  such  a  misunder- 
standing between  a  Council  audits  Superintend 
dent  as  would  lead  to  the  Council's  committing 
it£-3lf  to  a  determination  in  favour  of  the  nomi- 
nation system.    A  mischievous  exchange  migl;t 
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thus  be  effected  to  indulge  a  pique  on  the  part 
■of  the  Council.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
wait  before  it  committed  itself  to  a  course 
irhich  it  afterwards  might  regret  having  taken. 
Mr.  WILSON,  in  a  humorous  speech,  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  as  a 
means  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  despertite  an- 
tagonism that  had  existed  between  different 
elements  of  the  government  of  this  country 
since  he  adopted  it,  an  end  which  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  should  wish  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  because  he  saw  in  it  a  reasonable  hope 
of  getting  rid  of  what  had  become  a  common 
nuisance  in  the  province  he  represented.  He 
further  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  Superin- 
tendent ought  not  to  have  a  seat  in  this  House. 
Superintendents  had  spoken  to-night  as  if  they 
had  a  vested  interest  in  the  Superintendency. 
He  questioned  if  the  electors  took  the  same  view 
as  the  man  who  would  stand  up  here  and  say, 
"my  province  "  and  "  my  Council."  They  might 
think  so,  and  with  some  reason,  for  he  believed 
it  was  impossible  to  root  a  man  out  of  the 
Superintendency  when  he  had  set  his  mind  on 
keeping  in.  The  expenditure  of  heaps  of 
money  gave  the  opportunity  for  lots  of  corrup- 
tion. The  Superintendent  ought,  he  considered, 
to  be  elected  out  of  and  by  the  Provincial 
Council ;  for  it  was  a  difficult  matter  in  Auck- 
land Province  to  secure  men  of  standing  for  the 
Provincial  Council  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  securing  harmony  between  them  and  the 
Superintendent.  He  therefore  supported  this 
Bill,  believing  that  by  bringing  round  some 
better  mode  of  appointing  Superintendents  it 
would  be  productive  of  more  peace  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  than  ordinarily  existed.  When 
«  Superintendent  happened  to  be  elooted  by  a 
minority  of  the  province,  as  ho  would  when 
there  were  three  candidates,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  act  in  a  proper  spirit  with  his  Pro- 
vincial Council,  who  would  naturally  represent 
the  whole  province.  A  further  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Bill  was,  that  the  unpleasantness 
that  occurred  at  the  election  of  a  Superinten- 
'  dent  would  be  put  a  stop  to. 

Mr.  COLENSO  thanked  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  for  bringing  this  forward, 
though  it  was  not  exactly  the  right  time ;  but 
he  would  not  be  able  to  vote  for  it.  He  was 
sorry  to  see  Superintendents  speaking  on  this 
measure.  He  a|;reed  wit'h  the  last  speaker  that 
Superintendents,  however  appointed,  should  be 
disqualified  from  sitting  in  this  House.  Gould 
not  the  Constitution  Act  be  modified  without  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  by  electing  them  from  Pro- 
vincial Councils  ?  They  were  so  elected  in  the 
province  he  represented,  and  it  had  worked 
well.  If  the  people  still  wished  to  hold  this 
power,  might  it  not  also  be  made  more  avail- 
able by  electing  the  Superintendent  by  a  much 
higher  franchise  than  members  of  Provincial 
'  Councils  ?  Superinteudents  should  not  be  avail- 
Able  for  re-election,  he  thought.  If  the  Super- 
intendents had  power  to  dissolve  'heir  Council 
it  might  sometimes  have  been  uissolved  m  a 
■Week  from  coming  together.  The  fault  was, 
■xftther,  he  thought,  that  it  should  have 
Mr.  lloorhotue 


been  imperative  on  the  Oovemment  to  »■ 
move  a  Superintendent  when  obnoziong  to  t 
large  majority  of  the  Council.  When  KtiiTi 
provinces  were  spoken  of  the  other  day  tkl 
Superintendents  of  them  were  to  be  eleetal; 
but,  of  course,  if  others  were  nominated  tlu} 
would  be  so  too.  He  thought  there  staodtl 
be  a  provision  in  the  Bill  that  the  Soptn*. 
tendent  should  be  a  settler,  or,  at  all  ercok, 
that  no  military  man  not  a  settler  in  tke 
province  should  be  appointed.  He  also  &■ 
agreed  with  the  clause  providing  that  a  an- 
perintendent  should  apt  according  to  intt^^ 
tions  received  from  the  Governor ;  nor  eonld  be 
agree  that  the  Legislative  Council  or  the  Hoiae 
of  Representatives  should  have  anything  to  it 
with  the  removal  of  a  Superintendent,  bat 
thought  that  a  petition  of  three-fourths,  not 
two-thirds,  of  the  Provincial  Council  should  be 
sufficient  to  remove  a  Superintendent. 

Mr.  THOMSON  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  ft* 
Bill,  if  it  was  only  for  the  reason  that  die  Bill, 
by  the  6th  clause,  deprived  the  SuperinteDdeat 
of  his  legislative  functions,  and  it  also  pUoti 
the  Superintendent  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  depriving  him  of  the  powa 
of  appealing  to  the  people.  The  electra  So- 
perintendent  was  the  representative  of  tia 
people  in  the  aggregate,  but  this  Bill  would  gin 
representatives  of  small  constituenciet  the 
power  of  swamping  large  constituencies.  Wbat 
guarantee  had  wey  that  Governors  voold 
succeed  any  better  in  the  appointznent  of 
Superintendents  than  the  people  ?  HarmoOT 
would  be  no  more  likely  to  be  gained  at  •ll, 
and  he  could  not,  therefore,  support  the  Bill 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  membtrbl 
Ellesmere  was  actuated  by  two  reasons  ii 
bringing  forward  this  Bill,  one  being  that  a 
elective  head  to  an  elective  body  was  an  aaaatif 
and  must  be  got  rid  of ;  the  ouier,  ttiat  a  aom- 
native  Superintendent  was  much  better  tbsB 
an  elective  one.  He  had  made  a  mistake  vbes 
he  said  we  must  not  look  to  the  present  ciicimi- 
stances,  but  to  what  might  in  future  uise.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  supplant  Superintaideiili, 
after  a  trial  of  nine  years,  after  a  discnssioa  d 
one  week.  If  they  wished  to  alter  the  Gootti- 
tution  they  should  do  it  by  little  and  little,  ud 
not  forget  the  way  in  which  the  English  Coa- 
stitution  grew  up.  [The  honourable  geetit- 
man  continued :]  Is  there  any  pnxrf  flat 
elective  Superintendents  do  their  duty  unsttif- 
factorily,  or  is  there  any  proof  that  ncmiiii- 
tive  Superintendents  will  do  their  datiai 
more  satisfactorily?  Do  we  approach  Ait 
subject  from  the  point  of  view  that  the  Si- 
penntendents  have  not  performed  their  dntiei 
satisfactorily  7  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  sll 
the  original  provinces  the  same  Superinten- 
dents have  been  more  than  once  elected  1  b 
it  not  apparent  from  that  fact  that  the  fonn  of 
election  gives  to  each  province  the  govemot 
which  satisfies  that  province.  I  im  me 
that  the  experience  of  the  past  nine  years  is 
so  far  in  favour  of  elective  Superintendealt. 
When  we  vrish  to  change  one  sort  of  offieer 
for  another  sort  of  offioei,  we  should  coosidet 
well  the  causes  of  that  diange,  and  be  son 
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tiiat  beneficial  resnlts  -will  spring  from  it. 
What  is  the  nominative  Superintendent  to  bo 
&at  he  is  to  be  better  than  the  elective  one  7 
There  is  this  disadvantage  in  the  change: 
there  is  the  chance  of  persons  being  nomm- 
ated  who  are  not  accustomed  to  legislate.  Is 
it  intended  that  the  various  departments  of  a 
province  are  to  be  governed  by  this  nominated 
Superintendent,  or  are  there  to  be  depart- 
mental heads  ?  Is  the  government  of  a  pro- 
vince to  be  a  reality  or  a  sham?  We  know 
that  we  live  under  an  English  Constitution, 
but,  if  we  give  the  control  of  our  affairs  to 
persons  appointed  without  our  consent  or  ap- 
proval, what  check  have  we  upon  its  abuse? 
The  case  admits  of  being  resolved  into  an  ab- 
snrdity  whichever  way  we  look  at  it.  If  you 
still  believe  that  a  local  government  is  the  one 
required  for  a  province,  you  are  committing 
the  colony  to  an  absolute  denial  of  it  by  the 
Bill.  If  you  say  nominative  Superintendents 
are  to  have  the  same  powers  as  an  elective 
Superintendent,  you  are  removing  from  the 
province  those  powers  which  you  before^  have 
said  are  to  be  left  with  the  provinces. '  The 
question  is  not  whether  there  are  objections 
to  the  present  mode  of  government ;  there 
will  and  there  must  be  objections  to  any 
system  while  there  is  one  colony  and  yet 
are  nine.  If  you  want  good  government 
yoQ  must  to  a  certain  extent  give  up  the  idea 
of  colonizing  from  nine  difierent  points.  By 
leaving  the  election  of  a  Superintendent  to  the 
people  they  are  sure  to  elect  a  man  who  has 
some  interest  in  the  province,  and  it  is  better 
that  a  man  'should  be  placed  there  who  has 
some  interest  in  the  province  than  a  man  who 
has  none.  I  should  d^ead  to  see  the  day 
when,  in  place  of  having  an  elective  man, 
knowing  the  requirements  of  the  province,  as 
Superintendent,  we  should  have  a  stone,  a 
stick,  or  a  puppet.  I  advocate  refraining 
from  tinkering  with  thb  Constitution.  The 
real  machinery  for  the  country  is  the  Superin- 
tendent and  the  Provincial  Council.  By  inter- 
fering with  that  machinery  we  stop  the  progress 
which  it  has  begun.  A  great  Oonstitutional 
change  like  the  one  proposed  should  take 
montiis  to  consider. 

Mr.  HAKBISON  said  the  Bill  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  retrograde  piece  of  legislation, 
and  one  which  would  be  distasteful  to  the 
people,  besides  taking  from  them  the  beneficial 
exercise  of  their  judgment  and  care  to  put  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  Such  an  im- 
portant change  should  not  be  proposed  imless 
strongly  urged  by  the  people  themselves.  He 
should  therefore  vote  against  it. 

ilr.  CARIiKTON  then  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  till  Tuesday. 

Debate  adjourned  accordingly. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Thd  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leare- given  to  sit 
again. 


COURT  OP  APPEAL  BILL. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  ELud  considered  in  Committee. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  agaanu 

MINERS'  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GILLIES,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Miners'  Representation  Bill,  said  it  must 
be  apparent  that,  while  they  could  not  ignore 
the  right  of  the  mining  interest  in  this  House, 
on  the  other  tiand  they  ought  not  to  give  them 
a  privilege  enjoyed  by  no  other  class.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  take  away  the  full  right 
of  franchise  which  they  at  present  enjoyed. 
This  Bill  therefore  repealed  "The  Miners' 
Franchise  Act,  1860,"  and  would  leave  them 
the  right  to  vote-  for  election  of  Provincial 
Councils,  but  not  for  the  Superintendents,  of  * 
they  might  be  able,  to  swamp  every  other  in- 
terest in  the  province.  In  exchange  for  this 
deprivation,  however,  he  would  give  them  the 
advantage  of  not  being  obliged  to  register,  but  of 
having  a  right  to  vote  on  presentation  of  tbeir 
miner's  right  held  for  a  given  time.  But,  when 
holding  the  ordinary  qualification  they  would, 
of  course,  on  registering,  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
all  elections. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow. 

The    House    adjourned    at  a  quarter  past 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  15th  August,  1862. 

Juries  Bill— Supreme  Court  Amendment  BUI  (No.  S>' 
—Third  Beading— Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill — 
JointrStock  Companies  Amendment  Bill  — Mili- 
tary Supplies  Customs  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  twa 
o'clock. 
Pbasebs. 

JURIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  for  amending  the  law  relating 
to  juries.  He  was  aware  that  his  Honour  Mr. 
Justice  Johnston  had  expressed,  in  his  evidence' 
before  Select  Committees  of  the  Council,  his 
objections  to  mixed  juries ;  but  he  did  not  him- 
self apprehend  that  the  difficulties  suggested  by 
his  Honour  would  arise.  It  was  also  necessary 
that  in  the  outlying  districts  Native  cases  might- 
be  tried  with  a  smaller  jury  than  the  law  per- 
mitted at  present.  This  Bill  also  introduced 
a  new  principle,  that  of  authorizing  the  Court 
to  permit  a  person  in  a  criminal  case  to  bo 
tried  by  a  special  jury. 

Bill  introduced. 

SUPREME  COURT  AMENDMENT  BILI* 
(No.  2). 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  define  and  extend  the 
power  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  administration  of 
justice  in  certain  cases,  and  |o  amend  the  law 
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■relating  to  the  administration  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  and  explained  to  the  Council 
tiiat  this  Bill  provided  for  the  coses  of  persons' 
who  were  supposed  to  be  deceased,  although 
there  might  not  be  full  legal  evidence  of  the 
fact,  and  gave  power  to  protect  their  property. 
He  entered  into  further  explanations  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  introduced'. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Election  Petitions  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 

-second  reading  of  the  Arms  Act  Continuance 
.  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  would  not 

-oppose  the  second  reading, -but  must  take  the 
opportunity  of  stating  his  great  objection  to  the 
Act  itself :  he  had  opposed  it  in  another  Cham- 
ber, and  could  not  understand  how  such  an  Act 
could  have  passed  both  Houses.    Its  provisions 

4kltogether  changed  the  character  of  the  crimi- 
nal law,  making  a  felony  of  actions  which  the 
Legislature  had  never  contemplated  should  be 
considered  as  such.  The  word  "  arms  "  had  a 
yery  broad  moaning;  it  included  all  sorts  of 
offensive  or  defensive  weapons,  a  knife  even,  or 
•  rifle.  He  had  no  objection  that  persons 
who  knowingly  and  wilfully  sold  arms  to  those 
who  there  was  no  doubt  intended  to  use  them 
Against  us  (Europeans)  should  bo  subject  to 
penalties :  it  was  a  crime  of  the  deepest  dye  ; 
but  he  could  not  allow  that  those  who  might 
innocently  dispose  of  articles  which  might  by 
this  Act  come  under  the  category  of  "  arms  " 
idiould  be  made  liable  to  an  indictment  for 
felony.  He  felt  bound  to  record  his  objections 
to  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  without 

■  amendment. 

JOINT-STOCK  COMPANIES  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 
The   Joint  •  Stock   Comi>anies    Amendment 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with- 
vout  amendment. 

MILITARY  SUPPLIES  CUSTOMS  BILL. 
The  Military  Supplies  Customs  Bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and 
seported  to  the  Council  without  amendment. 
Hhe  Coimoil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  ISlh  August,  1862. 


Order  of  Business— Staadlag  Orders— Crown  Grants 
Bill  (No.  2)— Law  Proctitioaers  Act  Amendment 
Bill— Court  of  Appeal  Bill— Miners'  Bepresenta- 
tlon  Bill— Representation  Bill— Postal  Communi- 
oation— Birds  Protection  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

Son-  ifr.  SeweU 


ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  in  accordinoe 
with  what  he  had  stated  yesterday,  he  hid 
taken  steps  to  have  the  estimates  as  prepued 
by  his  predecessor  printed,  and  had  them  dis- 
tributed to-day.  The  course  he  intended  to 
pursue  in  this  matter  vras  to  advise  His  Excel- 
lency to  send  down  a  message,  or  two  met- 
sages,  separating  that  part  of  the  expenditme 
for  the  Provincial  Governments  from  that  put 
for  the  General  Government.  He  would  tbes 
propose  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  cm 
the  estimates,  taking  first  the  general  chuja 
on  the  General  Government,  and  then  goog 
back  to  the  permanent  charges  on  the  Civil  liit 
He  hoped  that  mode  would  be  satisfactory,  aid 
that  it  would  enable  honourable  meml^  to 
get  home. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Mr.  FOX,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Carleton,  mowd 
the  adoption  of  the  following  as  a  Standing 
Order  of  the  House :  At  the  commencemcDt 
of  every  session  a  Standing  Committee  shall  be 
appointed,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all  peti- 
tions relating  to  private  grievances;  ana  no 
such  petition  shall  be  received  by  the  Hosn 
after  thirty  days  from  the  meeting  thaeol, 
unless  such  grievance  shall  have  arisen  donag 
the  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (Ko.  2). 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  tbe 
second  reading  of  the  Crown  Gran^  Bill  (Ko.iJ 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  apologized  fornotbeiag 
able  to  ask  the  House  to  proceed  with  ttiis 
Bill.  They  were  in  a  position  of  enonnos 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  printing.  TheycooU 
get  nothing  done  at  all.  They  could  not  eia 
get  the  Order  Paper — it  was  not  yet  in  tb 
hands  of  honourable  members,  a  few  inoomct 
proof  copies  excepted.  The  Native  Lands  BiH 
ought  to  have  been  on  the  table  yesterday.  He 
moved,  That  the  second  reading  of  the  Billl« 
made  an  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  neit. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMENDMEST 
BILL. 
The  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  B3I 
was  further  considered  in  Committee,  repoctti 
to  the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  Bill  was  further  cdt- 
sidered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  Hoois 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  bt 
received  on  Monday  next. 

MINERS'  Representation  bill. 

The  Minors'  Representation  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Mr.   GILLIES  moved,  That  the  Bep»- 
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s«ntation  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 
He  explained  that  when  the  Constitution  was 
granted  representation  was  not  given  upon 
any  fixed  principle ;  etill,  the  population  o{  a 
place  must  be  taken  into  consideration  as  a 
very  great  and  important  element  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  representation.  He  thought  it 
would  be  admitted  that  it  was  manifestly  un- 
just that  Otago,  with  the  largest  population, 
should  have  the  smallest  share  of  representa- 
tives. In  December  last  the  population  of 
Otago  was  twenty-seven  thousand.  If  they  took 
ten  or  twelve  thousand  away  from  that  number 
as  the  mining  population,  there  would  still  re- 
main fifteen  or  seventeen  thousand.  He  thought 
such  a  large  population  was  entitled  to  a  larger 
number  of  members  than  five.  Canterbury 
and  Wellington,  with  much  smaller  populations, 
each  had  eight  or  nine  members ;  and  Taranaki, 
with  a  still  smaller  population,  had  three  mem- 
bers. He  merely  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  give 
Otago  an  instalment  of  justice  such  as  no  mem- 
ber could  object  to.  He  had  no  doubt  that  before 
long  the  whole  question  of  the  representation 
-of  the  colony  must  be  considered  and  that  re- 
presentation be  remodelled.  The  Bill  would  give 
four  additional  members  to  Otago :  two  out  of 
them  should  be  for  the  goldfields  ;  the  other  two 
would'  be  divided  among  the  electors  of  Dun- 
edin.  It  was  proposed  to  divide  Dunedin  into 
two  electorates,  north  and  south,  to  give  to  the 
north  the  two  existing  members,  and  to  give 
the  south  the  opportunity  of  electing  two. 

Mr.  O'^TKIKLi  would  vote  against  the  Bill. 
It  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  measure  until  they  wore  prepared 
to  deal  with  the  whole  question  of  representa- 
tion. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  thought  that  the  altera- 
tion which  had  taken  place  in  Otago  made  this 
measure  very  necessary.  The  only  objection 
he  had  to  it  was  to  the  2nd  clause  that  they 
should  fix  the  number  of  members  of  the  House 
at  fifty-seven.  Looking  forward  to  the  pro- 
spect of  having  a  number  of  Maoris  returned  to 
this  House  at  no  distant  period,  it  would  be 
advisable  that  they  should  not  be  tied  down  to 
the  limit  of  fifty-seven  members. 

Mr.  GOLENSO  considered  the  BiU  a  most 
reasonable  one,  and  trusted  there  would  be  no 
oroosition  to  it.  * 

Mr.  DICK  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Division  o&eir  any  ob- 
jection to  this  measure.  He  (Mr.  Dick)  thought, 
mstead  of  exceptions  bemg  taken  to  it,  they 
(the  Otago  members)  would  have  been  com- 

Slimented  upon  being  so  reasonable  in  their 
emand. 

Mr.  A.  J.  RICHMOND  thought  they  should 
not  fix  the  limit  of  the  number  of  members  at 
fifty-seven,  as  the  2nd  clause  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  also  took  exception  to 
the  2nd  clause,  and  recommended  that  a  change 
should  be  made  in  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  hoped  the  Ministers 
would,  during  the  recess,  form  some  plan  for 
more  equal  representation  throughout  the 
colony.  If  the  valuable  system  known  as  Mr. 
Hare's  was  taken  into  consideration,  it  mi^ht 


he  brought  into  beneficial  and  practical  opera- 
tion in  this  colony. 

Mr.  GILLIES,  in  reply,  said,  with  regard  to 
the  2nd  clause,  there  was  a  practical  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  altering  it.  There  was  an  Act 
which  said  this  House  should  consist  of  fifty- 
three  members.  That  Act  must  be  altered,  and 
when  they  altered  it  they  should  say  how  majiy 
members  the  House  should  consist  of.  He  ap- 
prehended there  must  be  some  limit  to  the 
number.  Perhaps  the  difficulty  might  be  re- 
moved by  inserting  a  clause  that  this  Act 
might  be  altered  or  repealed  during  the  session. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday  next. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 
The   House  then  went  into   Committee  of 
Supply  further  to  consider  the  resolution  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Postal  Communication. 

IN  COHIOTTEB. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  third  resolution  of  the 
first  interim  report,  as  follows:  "That  this 
Committee  recommends  the  appropriation  of  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £30,000  per  annum,  from 
the  1st  January,  1864,  for  five  years,  as  a  con- 
tribution towards  the  colonial  portion  of  a  sub- 
sidy for  such  a  service  "  (the  Panama  service). 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the  House 
would  be  satisfied,  from  the  Financial  State- 
ment, that  the  colony  would  be  in  a  position  to 
contribute  a  large  sum.  If,  therefore,  the. 
House  would  agree  as  to  the  amount,  he  was 
confident  that  they  would  be  able  to  pay  it, 
commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1864. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution  of  the  second  interim  report,  as 
follows:  "  That  the  requirements  of  the  colony 
will  not  be  fully  satisfied  with  less  than  three 
lines  of  intercolonial  steam  service  —  namely, 
between  Melbourne  and  the  South,  between 
Auckland  and  Sydney,  and  between  Cook 
Strait  and  Sydney  respectively."  He  said  he 
was  not  of  the  mind  of  the  Committee  on  the 
matter.  In  fact,  he  had  never  been  on  a  Com- 
mittee in  which  opinion  was  so  divided.  The 
Conmiittee  was  anything  but  unanimous. 
Some  advocated  that  the  service  should  be  pe- 
culiarly postal  and  some  that  it  should  be 
peculiarly  commercial.  The  intention  was  to 
make  the  whole  colony  pay  for  the  service 
so  far  as  it  was  postal,  and  to  make  each 
particular  part  of  the  colony  pay  for  the 
advantages  such  part  received  commercially. 
The  interests  of  the  colony  could  not  be  served 
unless  three  lines  of  communication  were 
kept  up — namely,  between  Utago  and  Mel- 
bourne, between  Cook  Strait  and  Sydney,  and 
between  Auckland  and  Sydney.  It  was  an- 
other thing  —  and  not  for  him  to  say  —  whe- 
ther the  colony  is  in  a  position  to  do  all  that 
the  Select  Committee  had  reported  desirable. 
He  believed,  if  wo  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets 
now  we  should  be  relieved  from  putting  oorselves 
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in  a  position  to  pay  three  times  as  mnoh  some 
few  years  hence. 

Major  BICHABDSON  thought  the  vrord 
"  Ota^o "  should  be  substituted  for  "  the 
South."  As  the  termini  were  expressed  in  the 
other  cases  they  should  be  expressed  in  this. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  would  Uke  to  know 
whether  the  Government  hod  made  up  its  mind 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was  a  qnestion 
on  which  a  Government  could  not  be  expected 
to  have  made  up  their  mind  as  a  Government, 
any  more  than  they  could  be  expected  to  make 
up  their  mind  on  the  seat-of-Govemment  ques- 
tion. 

Mr,  STAPPORD  thought  it  would  be  ob- 
jectionable to  say  that  a  steamer  should  run  to  a 
certain  place  and  stop  there,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  would  propose  by  his 
amendment,  by  positively  saying  they  should  run 
from  such  a  place  to  such  a  place.  He  would 
Buggect  that  there  should  be  three  lines  of 
steamers  —  between  Auckland  and  the  Aus- 
tralian ports,  Cook  Strait  and  the  Australian 
ports,  and  between  the  Australian  ports  and  the 
south,  without  fixing  the  terminus. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  there  was  a  principle  in 
this  resolution  which  he  considered  very  ob- 
jectionable. He  held  that  the  House  had  no 
right  to  interfere  in  providing  communicatipn 
for  commercial  purposes.    Their  duty  was  to' 

?rovide  the  necessary  postal  communication, 
he  resolution  as  it  stood  provided  for  both 
postal  and  commercial  services.  As  full  postal 
communication  could  be  given  by  two  lines  of 
steamers  as  by  three. — (No,  no.)— He  repeated, 
as  full  postal  communication  could  be  given  by 
two  lines  of  steamers  as  by  throe. 

Hon.  Members.— Nelson. 

^Ir.  GILLIES. — The  mail  might  certaiiJy  be 
delivered  a  day  or  two  later  at  Nelson. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Four  days. 

Mr.  GILLIES. — In  the  case  of  Canterbury 
and  Wellington  he  believed  mails  might  be  de- 
livered even  earlier.  He  maintained  the 
House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  commercial 
requirements  of  the  country  in  considering  the 
mail  service.  They  would  only  be  creating  a 
grand  monopoly  for  the  contract  steamers. 
Moreover,  he  believed  the  maintaining  of  three 
lines  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  colony  at  the 
present  time.  The  cost  would  be  about  £41,000. 
He  contended  that  Provincial  Governments 
would  be  able  to  obtain  steam  communication 
very  much  cheaper  than  the  General  Govern- 
ment could  obtain  it  for  them.  He  thought  the 
sum  that  would  bo  required  would  be  much  too 
large  to  place  on  the  estimates  in  the  face  of 
the  other  heavy  liabilities  to  which  they  were 
exposed.  By  tho  colony  taking  up  this  matter 
it  would  cost  thewolony  much  more  than  if  it 
were  undertaken  by  the  provinces.' 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No,  no.  Have  they  yet 
done  it  cheaper  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES.— They  had  been  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  the  General  Government  goiqg 
into  the  field  and  bidding  against  them.  The 
management  of  tho  steam  service  by  the 
General  Government  .hod  been  from  the  com- 
Mr.  Ward 


mencement  a  bungle,  and  nnsatisfactoty.  H» 
believed  if  one  central  line  was  maintained,  snd 
the  mails  then  conveyed  from  the  central  point 
by  the  provinces,  all  the  postal  requirement!  of 
the  colony  would  be  met  with.  Otago  would 
require  a  line  of  its  own,  and  they  would  get » 
steamer  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  tli« 
General  Government  could.  He  admitted  that 
it  was  to  their  interest  to  have  the  largest  pos- 
sible amount  of  postal  communication ;  but  pio- 
viding  for  the  commercial  requirements  of  tii» 
colony  was  wrong  in  principle,  and  voting  money 
for  that  purpose  was  a  waste  of  public  moner. 
All  principle  would  be  set  on  one  side.  H« 
would  not  De  doing  justice  to  his  constitnent«  if 
he  did  not  make  this  protest.  It  would  be  » 
gross  injustice  to  the  province  he  represented 
to  cause  the  people  of^  that  province  to  par  t 
large  proportion  of  the  necessary  sum  for  uds 
service,  which  they  did  not  require. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  honourable  memlw 
had  no  right  to  assume  that  there  was  anj 
combination  of  the  representatives  of  otlxf 
provinces  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  torardi 
Otago.  He  was  sure  every  member  was  acta- 
ated  by  the  fairest  spirit. 

Mr.  WOOD  would  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for.  Bruce,  was  a  large  steamer  to  be  em- 
ployed solely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
mails  ?  Were  they  to  say  those  steamers  shonld 
take  no  cargo.  The  provinces  could  not  make 
such  arrangements  for  themselves  in  the  mttte 
of  steam  communication  as  the  Oovenunat 
could  make  for  them.  He  would  point  to  the 
pa,tent  fact  that  the  Province  of  Otago  bd 
failed  to  make  an  arrangement  with  Melbourne 
until  his  honourable  friend  the  late  Postmu- 
ter-General  had  to  negotiate  it.  The  reasoo 
for  this  was  that  companies  preferred  mabs; 
contracts  for  different  places  to  makiEf 
them  for  any  one  large  portion.  He  would  ad- 
mit that  the  steam  service  as  arranged  bj  the 
late  Postmaster-General  was  unsatisfactoiy  it 
the  beginning,  but  would  defy  any  one  to  sij 
it  was  unsatisfactory  at  the  ono.  The  mi- 
vice  had  been  well,  satisfactorily,  and  completelj 
carried  out.  They  had  had  one  central  line, 
and  it  was  well  known  how  unsatisfactory  thsc 
line  was — it  was  abused  throughout  the  oolanr. 

Mr.  GILLIES  explained,  he  did  not  meu 
that  they  should  have  but  one  line.  Et 
thought  they  should  have  two  lines,  one  to 
Auckland,  and  ono  to  Cook  Strait ;  but  he  said, 
vrith  one  central  line  to  Cook  Strait,  with 
provincial  lines  diverging  off  from  it,  the  to- 
vice  could  be  efSciently  performed. 

Mr.  WOOD.— They  had  had  that  one  centnl 
line,  and  the  people  knew  its  disadvanUi^ 
They  had  felt  tne  extreme  disadvantage  of  it. 
He  would  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  any 
change  in  the  resolution.  They  now  bad  • 
system  which  was  satisfactory,  and  any  inte^ 
f erence  would  be  for  interference'  sake  aJone. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  thought  the  inte- 
rests of  any  one  province  should  not  be  allowed 
to  interfere  with  the  arrangements  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  service  as  now  existing;  and 
he  was  sorry  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Brace  shonld,   forgetful  of  his  duty  to  tbe 
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colony  as  a  member  of  the  Government,  stand 
up  in  advocacy  of  a  scheme  which  he  fancied 
vould  be  advantageous  to  his  own  province. 
The  small  provinces  could  not  of  themselves 
maintain  mail  service ;  and  if  any  one  portion 
of  the  colony  was  shut  out  from  steam  com- 
mnnication,  the  whole  would  be  injured  by  it, 
and  communication  with  the  smaller  provinces 
would  become  a  mutual  advantage  to  all.  He 
recollected  very  well  when  Auckland  subsidized 
the  one  steamer  which  performed  the  whole 
service— the  "  William  Denny  "—and  the  pro- 
vinces never  complained  of  that.  He  (Mr. 
Williamson)  contended  that  the  service  for 
the  colony  as  a  whole  could  only  be  efBciently 
performed  by .  the  Qeneral  Government ;  and 
the  House  should  take  care  that  the  service 
was  provided  for,  so  that  no  province  could 
have  power  to  prevent  its  being  carried  out. 
The  bet  of  its  being  well  known  in  England 
and  the  other  colonies  that  commercial  men 
or  travellers  arriving  at  any.  port  in  Kew  Zea- 
land liueht  visit  the  whole  of  the  principal 
ports  in  a  given  time,  would  encourage  com- 
merce and  confer  very  great  advantages  in 
other  respects  on  the  colony. 

Sir.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  line  of  reason- 
ing which  the  honourable  memberior  Bruce  had 
taken  was  not  one  that  be  could  agree  with  as 
the  official  guardian  of  the  public  purse.  It  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  know  that  there  was 
one  service  which  you  could  depend  on.  They 
had  seen  a  line  started  and  abandoned.  Lines 
snbsidized  by  Provincial  Councils  wore  liable 
to  be  stopped  by  a  change  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Provincial  Council.  He  believed  that  it  was 
perfectly  certain  that  a  contract  could  be 
made  by  the  General  Government  which  would 
give  to  all  the  provinces  a  better  and  cheaper 
communication  than  they  could  supply  them- 
selves with.  He  entirely  denied  the  correct- 
ness of  the  doctrine  that  the  provinces  had 
any  right  to  complain  of  the  way  in  which  the 
general  expenditure  was  apportioned.  Suppos- 
ing they  had  a  right  to  deal  with  the  ordinary 
revenue,  the  General  Government  had  a  per- 
fect fight  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  provinces  had  no  right  to  complain. 
He  maintained  that  right  inviolate.  Those 
few  words  he  ventured  to  speak  as  Colonial 
Treasurer  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  still  maintain  that  the 
House  had  nothing  to  do  with  providing  com- 
manication  for  commercial  iftterests.  They 
were  bound  to  provide  for  tlio  postal  require- 
ments; and  if  it  brought  commercial  advan- 
tages in  its  train,  very  good.  In  reply  to  the 
argument  that  the  General  Government  could 
provide  cheaper  communication,  he  observed 
that  the  General  Government  paid  Ss.  6d.  per 
mile,  whilst  the  Provincial  Govenmients  paid 
only  Ss.  per  mile. 

■     Mr.   WARD. — ^The    contracts  were  already 
made :  the  Government  could  not  help  it. 

Mr.  GILLIES. — The  proposal  was  interfet- 
ing  with  the  free  course  of  trade. 

Mr.    JOHN    WILLIAMSON   sp.id,  on  this 
nibject  of  steam   conminnication  he  had  in- 
vwrnbly  contended  that  the  General  Qovem- 
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ment  should  keep  it  entirely  in  their  own 
hands.  The  colony  as  a  whole  would  derivft 
the  greatest  advantage  by  the  control  being 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government 
of  the  colony. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  80. 
Bell  Mason  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Butler  Monro,  D.         Taylor,  W.  W. 

Ool'enso  Moorhouse         Thomson 

Cookson  O'Neill  Watt 

Curtis '  Ormond  Weld 

Domett  Bhodes  Williamson,  Jas. 

Graham,  Q.      Biebmond,  A.  J.Williamson,  Jno. 
Graham,  H.      Bichmond,  J.  C.Wood. 
Harrison  Bussell  Teller, 

Jollie  Stafford  Ward. 

ManteU 

Noes,  5. 
Dick  Fitzherbert  Teller. 

Featherston      Gillies.  Biohardson. 

Majority  for,  25. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WABD  moved,  That  the  steam  service 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the 
Committee  be  undertaken  by  the  General  Go- 
veVnment,  and  be  borne  on  the  general  esti- 
mates. 

After  some  discussion, 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  following  resolution  be  recommended  in  lieu 
of  the  foregoing:  "That  the  contract  for  the 
northern  and  southern  lines  be  made  on  behalf 
of  the  General  Government,  and  with  concur- 
rence in  the  provisions  of  the  contracts  by  the 
provincial  authorities  of  the  Provinces  of  Auck- 
land and  Otago  respectively ;  that  such  con- 
tracts, once  entered  into,  be  not  altered  or 
interfered  with  except  by  the  joint  consent  of 
both  the  General  and  Provincial  Governments; 
and  that  no  steam  contract  be  made  for  a 
longer  period  than  twelve  months  certain, 
with  six  months'  notice  on  either  side  of 
termination  of  contract." 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  in  favour  of 
the  following  one,  proposed  by  Mr.  DOMETT : 
That,  in  making  any  contract  to  carry  out  the 
steam  postal  service,  the  General  Government 
shall  avail  itself  of  the  assistance  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments,  and  obtain,  if  possible, 
theii  concurrence  in  the  same. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  third  resolution  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: "  Resolved,  TheX  communications  should 
be  maintained  between  the  principal  provinces 
of  the  colony  four  tipacs  a  month,  and  between 
all  the  provinces  twice  a  month,  provided  that 
the  whole  expense  of  such  interprovincial  set* 
vice  does  not  exceed  £20,000  per  annum." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOOBHOUSE,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  agreed  to:  That  all 
future  contracts  with  the  owners  of  steamships 
for  the  conveyance  of-  Her  Majesty's  mails 
shall  be  contracts  extending  only  from  year  to 
year,  terminable  by  six  montlis'  notice  from 
either  party  to  the  other. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 
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BIRDS  PROTECTION  BILL. 
.   The  Birds  Protection  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to   sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at   ten  o'clock  pjn. 
until  Mondtiy  next  at  noon. 


LEGISL-VTIVE  COUNCII*. 
Monday,  18th  August,  1862. 


Boyal  Prerogative— Fint  Beadtngs— BUI 'Introduced 
—Third  Iteadtngg— Bills  Discharsed— Trustees' 
Beliet  Bill— Resident  Uagistratea*  Jurisdiction 
Sztenslon  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spkakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 

o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 


BOYAL  PREROGATIVE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  a  return 
o{  all  pardons  granted,  and  of  all  applications 
for  pardon  refused  to  be  granted,  by  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  from  the  2nd  day  .of 
August  last  to  the  present  time,  specifying  the 
name  and  particulars  of  the  oases,  and  whe- 
ther or  not  such  pardons  were  granted  or  re- 
fused to  be  granted  after  or  without  reference 
to  tlie  Judges,  and  whether-  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Judge  or  otherwise ; 
also,  for  a  return  of   all  cases  of  persons  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
dniing  the  same  period,  and  of  all  appoint- 
ments to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
during   the    same    period.     The   honourable 
member   explained    that    he    had   fixed   the 
period    for    which    the    returns    were    asked 
from  the  date  of  his  own   appointment,  be- 
cause the  attack  which  had' been  made  upon 
the  Goveritment  in  reference  to  those  matters 
was  personal  to  himself.    He  did  not  complain 
of  public  criticism  upon  a  subject  of  such  grave 
importance  as  the  administration  of  justice. 
It  was  a  very  fit  one  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.    His  object  would  be  to  deal  with 
it  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  with  temper, 
Avoiding  topics  of  unnecessary  controversy.  His 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Tancred  had  the  other 
day  charged  him  with  recklessly  and  systemati- 
cally recommending  His  Excellency  to  abuse 
the  Royal  prerogative  of  mercy.    He  did  not 
Attach  undue  significance   to  this  language, 
which,  no  doubt,  fell  from  his  honourable  f riehd 
in  the  heat  of  debate.    It  would  be  his  object 
to  show  that  it  was  not  justified  by  the  circum- 
Btances.     As  to   the   returns  themselves  for 
which  he  was  about  to  ask,  he  feared  that  the 
means  of  furnishing  them  had  been  lost  in  the 
"  White  Swan."    He  would,  however,  supply 
the  information,  which  no  doubt  the  Council 
would  desire,  from  his  Own  memoir.   Speaking, 
then,  from  memory,  without  pledging  himself 
'  to  specific  accuracy,  he  assured  the. Council 
that  since  he  took  office  in  August  last,  out  of 
a  great  ntmiber  of  pardons  issued — probably 


exceeding  forty  or  fifty — there  was  but  one  cue 
in  which  a  pardon  had  been  issued  under  hit 
recommendation  without  reference  to  the 
Judge ;  and  only  in  one  case  had  a  pardon  been 
issued  upon  his  recommendation  except  in 
accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Judge. 
These  two  exceptional  cases  he  should  eipl&in. 
As  regards  the  nrst,  it  was  the  case  of  a  KsiiTe 
convicted  of  horse-stealing  at  Auckland.  After 
the  trial  the  prosecutor  himself,  a  Kative  cleigf- 
man,  had  called  on  him  in  considerable  troabls 
of  mind,  having  satisfied  himself  tbat  there  mi 
a  mistake  as  \fi  the  identity  of  the  prisoner. 
The  prosecutor  stated  facts  which  sati&ed  him 
(Mr.  Sewell)  of  the  iicouracy  of  the  information. 
He  (Mr.  Sewell)  sent  for  the  witnesses  for  the 

frosecution ;  but  they  would  not  come  to  him. 
le  took  counsel  with  the  Inspector  of  Police, 
and  with  the  Grown  Prosecutor  who  had  con- 
ducted the  trial,  and  with  their  entire  approval 
he  bod  recommended  that  a  pardon  snould 
ho  issued  without  referring  to  the  Judge.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Sewell)  was  not  prepared  to  sajr  that 
even  in  so  clear  a  case  he  did  right  in>omittillg 
the  reference  to  the  Judge.  He  had  feltdottbte 
on  that  })oint  at  the  time ;  but  the  prosecotot 
was  extremely  anxionf  to  leave  town  im- 
mediately, and  desired,  as  was  natural,  to 
be  himself  the  bearer  of  the.pskrdon  to  the 
prisoner.  It  was  clear  that  the  Judge  could  not 
assist  the  consideration  of  the-  case ;  for  the 
matter  which  proved  the  man's  innocence  tiant- 
pired  after  the  trial,  and  was  not  within  the 
Judge's  knowledge.  Under  these  circnmstanpet 
he  had  acceded  to  the  prosecutor's  nigent 
request,  and  recommended  -the  issue  of  the 
pardon  without  delay.  As  regarded  the  otheiei- 


oeptional  case,  it  occurred  at  Canteibuiy.   r^u 
honourable  member  entered  into  details  explaui- 
ing  how,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  the  pardon  had 
been  issued  by  mistake,  for  which  be  mi^the 
officially  responsible,  but  which  did  not  im^J 
systematic  or  reckless  abuse.]     As  regarded^ 
appointmentsof  Justicesof  the  Peace, be agntd 
that  some  better  system  should  be  adopted  tiM 
at  present.  Practically,  in  appointing  petsonstti 
that  office  it  was  necessary  to  have  recoone  t° 
local  authorities  as  guides,  and  the  Sapeno- 
tendent  was  generally  the  person  on  whose  re- 
commendation such  appointments  were  mw^ 
In  some  instances  it  might  have  been  found 
necessary  to  appoint  Justices  of  inferior  qnui- 
fications  to  perform  magisterial  duties  in  remote 
districts.      [The  honoumble  member  entero 
into  an  explanation  as  to  the  case  of  an  sp- 
pointment  at  Canterbury,  for  which  he  ga* 
reasons  showing  that  he  hod  reasonable  gicuw 
to  assume  the  fitness  of  the  individual,  though 
it  turned  out  afterwards  that  be  was  unfit  iiii 
the  office.]    In  the  case  of  two  roappointmenti 
of  gentlemen  who  had  been  removed  from  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace— one  at  WeUingW, 
the  other  at  Nelson — which  had  boon  tbesu^e**. 
of  a  good  deal  of  remark,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber stated  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Go- 
"vemment  to  reinstate  the  gentlemen  in  ?n»- 
tion  in  the  Commission   of    the  Pe*oe.    "^ 
neither  case  was  there  any  moral  delinqneotJ 
attaching  to  those  gentlemen ;   and  tta  • 
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oonsiderable  lapse  of  time  it  was  deemed  right 
to  restore  them  to  theii  place  in  society.  One 
o{  them  was  a  highly-esteemed  merchant  in 
Wellington ;  the  other  h^  been  twice  retorned 
08  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  disclaimed  all  political  feeling  or  induce- 
ments in  the  matter.  Only  one  qaestion  re- 
mained— namely,  that  of  the  removal  of  persons 
from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  The  exer- 
cise of  that  power  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
more  rigidly  guarded  even  that  that  of  appoint- 
ments. Kg  person  had  been  removed  from  the 
office  daring  the  period  of  his  being  a  member 
of  the  latb  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  in  explanation.  He  thought  the 
statement  made  by  his  honourable  friend  had 
borne  oat  his  previous  observations.  A  man 
who  was  notoriously  a  bad  character  had  been 
convicted  at  Canterbuiy,  to  whom  a  pardon 
had  been  granted,  notwithstanding  the  Judge's 
protest.  The  case  of  Atchison  followed ;  and 
when  these  cases  came  so  quickly  one  after  the 
other,  he  thought  himself  justified  in-imputing 
to  the  late  Government  a  reckless  systism  of 
pardoning.  He  accepted  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  by  his  honourable  friend,  which 
he  thongbt  would  tend  to  restore  confidence, 
which  had  been  greatly  shaken.  The  case  at 
Auckland  came  within  his  idea  of  one  in  which 
a  pardon  might  be  granted,  when  evidence 
which  gave  a  new  aspect  to  the  case  was  pro- 
duced after  the  trial.  [The  honourable  mem- 
ber then  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Magistrate 
at  Cantexbary,  the  explanation  of  which,  ho 
said,  was  satisfactory,  as  it  appeared  that  that 
.gentleman  had  been  appointed  Coroner  by  the 
former  Government.  He  had  been  made 
Coroner  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  province.  He  then 
■  referred  'to  the  cases  of  the  Magistrates  of 
Kelson  and  Wellington,  and  said  that,  if  their 
reappointment  had  been  made  two  months 
earlier,  it  would  not  have  home  the  appearance 
of  having  been  made  from  political  motives.'] 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  also  spoke 
■t  some  length  in  reference  to  the  above  cases, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  exercise  by  the 
Governor  of  the  prerogative  of  pardoning  pri- 
.eoners  and  on  the  appointment  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  thotight  it  would 
"be  better  to  allow  the  matter  to  drop,  and  de- 
precated any  farther  proceedings  arismg  out  of 
this  motion. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved,  ae  an 
amendment.  That  in  the  first  part  the  words 
"  2nd  day  of  August  laist "  be  struck  out,  and 
the  words  and  numerals  "  1st  day  of  January, 
1861,"  substituted ;  also,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
second  part  the  following  words  be  added: 
"  and  upon  whoso  recommendation  the  ap- 
pointments were  made." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

FIRST  HEADINGS. 
Crovm  Grants  Bill  (No.  2),  Juries  Bill,  Su- 
preme Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 


BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Arms  Act    Continuance    Bill,    Joint  •  stock 
Companies    Amendment   Bill,  Military   Sup- 
plies Customs  Bill. 

BILES  DISCHARGED. 
Constabulary  Bill,  Lunatics  Bill,  Gaols  and 
Prisons  BUI. 

■  TRUSTEES'  RELIEF  BILL. 
_  The  Trustees'  Relief  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to 
the  Council  with  amendments. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendments. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  18lh  August,  1862. 


Xew  Member— First  Besdings— Select  Conmlttee— 
Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill— Court  of 
Appeal  Bill  — Postal  Communication  —  Miners' 
Kepresenttition  Bill  —  Bepreaentatlon  Bill  — 
Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  8)— Supply. 

Mr.  SPEAkEB  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbayibs. 

NEW  MEMBER. 
Edward  Bowes  Ctirgill,  Esquire,  member  for 
Bruce,  being  presented   to  Mr.  Speaker,   and 
having  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  required 
by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

FIRST  READINGS/ 
Land   Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  1),  Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2). 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Land   Claims.  —  On    the   motion   of    Mr. 
DILLON  BELL,  it   was'  ordered.  That  the 
nsune  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor  hi  added  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  Land  Claims. 

LAW  PRA(MTI0NERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  tho  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  \vas'  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

COURT  OP  APPEA"L  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  tima 
and  passed. 

POSTAL  COMMUNICATION. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Corn- 
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mittee  of  Snpply  on  the  subject  of  postal  com- 
munication were  reported  to  the  House  and 
agreed  to. 

MINERS'  REPRESENTATION  BIUi. 
The  Miners'  Representation  Bill  was  further 
considered  in  Committee',  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  Representation  Bill  was  recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remain- 
ing stages  without  amendment. 

SUPPLY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  comihttee. 

All  the  items  provincially  charged  were 
agreed  to,  except  the  items  under  the  head  of 
'•Judicial,"  which  were  in  each  case  with- 
drawn. 

The  supplementary  estimates  were  also  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to. 

Progress  re})orted,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

"The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter-past  five 
o'clock  p.m.  , 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  19th  August,  18613. 


Sitting -Days— pill  Introduoed— First  Headings- 
Third  Beadinga — Law  PractittoDers  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill— Court  of  Appeal  BUI— Summary  Pro- 
cedure on  Bills  Bill— Bills  of  Sale  BeglBtration 
Amendmeut  Bill— Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  8). 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  ohaii  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

SITTING-DAYS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved,  and  it  was 
a^eed.  That  Wednesday  be  appointed  as  a 
sitting-day  of  this  Council  for  the  remainder  of 
the  present  session  unless  otherwite  ordered. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS.   • 
Otago  and  Southland  Boundary  Bill,  Miners' 
Bepresentation  Bill,  Representation  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Trustees'  Relief  Bill,  Resident  Magistrates' 
Jurisdiction  f^xtension  Bill. 

JjAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  proposed  the  adop- 


tion of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Hoow 
of  Representatives  in  the  Law  Practitianes 
Act  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  objected  to 
the  amendments.  He  had  no  personal  feeliuf 
on  the  subject,  but  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community  generally  that  the  qualifications  of 
professional  men  should  be  strictly  guarded. 
By  the  existing  law  gentlemen  who  had  beoi 
admitted  to  practice  in  New  Zealand  won 
admitted  in  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  via 
versi ;  and  now  they  would  be  adihitted  to 
practice  in  England,  provided  the  standard  a£ 
examination  was  as  high  as  in  England  :  bat  it 
would  not  do  to  extend  the  admission  to  all  th* 
English  colonies,  because  there  were  no  means 
of  lowing  the  standard  of  examination  or  th« 
period  of  service  required.  These  amendments 
opened  the  door  to  a  very  lax  system  of  ad- 
mission to  practice.  The  adoption  of  -them  tifr 
pes^red  to  him  impractieable.  They  were  in 
contradiction  to  the  provisions  of  the  original 
Act.  [The  honourable  gentleman  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
requested  with  the  House  of  Representativef 
on  their  amendmei^ts  in  the  Bill ;  and  that  tht 
Hon.  Dr.  Menzies,  the  Bon.  Mr.  Sewell,  tod 
the  mover  be  the  Managers  thereof  on  behalf 
of  this  Council.] 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

COURT  OP  APPEAL  BELL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  House  of  Representatives  oe 
the  subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Coatt 
of  Appeal  Bill ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzio, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  and  the  Hon.  Chief 
Justice  Amey  be  thQ  Managers  thereof  on  be- 
half of  the  Council. 

SUMMARY  PROCEDURE  ON  BILLS 

BILL. 

The  'Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill  wit 

read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committae, 

and  reported  to  the  Council  without  amsDi- 

ment.  , 

BILLS  OP  SALE  REGISTRATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Bills  of  Sale  Registration  Amendmeat 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittoe,  and  reported  to  tibe  Council  without 
amendment. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  s 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   REPBESENTATIVES. 
Tttesday,  19th  Augtut,  1869. 
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Absence  —  Addrem  to  Her  MaJatty  —  Ulnan' 
Bq^resentetion  BQl— BepieaeDtation  BUI— Eleo- 
Ooo  PetltionB  Aot  Amendment  Bui— MatiTe 
Aflkin— First  BwtiUng  Tow  Practitioners  Act 
Amendment  Bill— Court  of  Appeal  Bill— Nomi- 
nated Superintendents  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'olook. 
Prassbs. 

NATIVE  LAND  TITLES. 

Ur.  FOX  asked  the  Colonial-  Secietaiy, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ck>yeininent 
to  take  any,  and  what,  steps  to  oontinne  the  in- 
vestigation into  the  title  to  the  dispnted  blook 
of  land  at  Waitara  ? 

Mt.  DOMETT  shoald  decline  to  give  any 
answer  such  as  would  fetter  the  Ministry  in  the 
advice  they  might  hereafter  have  to  give  to  the 
Governor.  At  present,  however,  Ministers  were 
not  aware  of  the  actual  state  of  the  case,  and 
■conld  not,  therefore,  give  any  answer  at  all. 

VOLUNTEEBS  AND  MILITIA. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  introdnoe  any  Aot  this  session  to  amend  the 
law  relating  to  Militia  and  Volunteer  forces  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

NEW  PBOVINCES  ACT. 

Ux.  FOX  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  introduce  any  measure  to  repeal  or  amend 
"  Thft  Nbw  Provinces  Act,  1868  "  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  in  the  negative. 

LAND  REGISTBY  ACT. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  the  Attorney-General, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  pnt  in  operation  the  provisions  of  the  Aot  of 
1860  establishing  a  new  system  of  registration 
and  transfer  of  title  thereby  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  replied  that  such  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government ;  and  it  was  a  great 
pity  it  was  not  pat  in  force  sooner. 

WBECK  OF  "  WHITE  SWAN." 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  losses  sustained  by  members  of  the 
Assembly  and  other  passengers  engaged  in  the 
pabUc  service  by  the  wreck  of  the  "  White 
Swan ;"  report  to  be  brought  up  on  Friday, 
the  22nd  Augnst:  the  Conmiittee  to  consist 
of  the  following  members :  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Mr. 
Bhodes,  Mr.  Jollie,  Mr/  Atkinson,  Mr.  John 
Williamson,  Mr.  0.  3.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Ormond. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  PRESS. 
>Ir.  DOMETT  moved,  That  the  report  of  a 
Board  of  officers  appointed  to  inquire  and  re- 
port to  the  Government  as  to  the  expediency  ci 
establishing  a  Government  Printing  Press,  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to  report  there- 
on ;  the  Committee  to  have  power  to  call  for 
parsons,  piq>er8,  and  records ;  to  report  on  the 
26th  August :  Committee-rMr.  Domett,  Mr. 
Stafford,  Hi.  Ooztis,  Mr.  A.  3.  Bichmond,  Ifi. 


Ormond,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  O'Borke,  and 

Mr.  Cargill. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

WRECK  OF  "  WHITE  SWAN." 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'NEILL,  it  was 
agreed.  That  the  return  made  to  an  order  of 
the  House  relative  to  the  documents  lost  in  the 
"  White  Swan,"  and  laid  on  the  table  on  the 
2Srd  July  last,  be  printed  for  tiie  use  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

JUDICIAL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  J.  BICHMOND,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  (m  the  table 
copies  of  all  oorreroondenoe  with  reference  to 
the  resignation  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
colony  sinoe  the  let  Januacy,  1862. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  White 
for  a  fortnight. 

ADDBESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  that  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  propose  to  the  House — that  an  address 
be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  at 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  26tit 
May,  1862 — did  not  require  any  lengthened 
statement  or  explanation  of  it.  All  the  essen- 
tial points  of  the  address  had  already  been  dis- 
cussed on  the  question  of  the  resolutions  re- 
lating to  the  responsibility  and  duty  of  Ministers 
in  Native  affairs  which  he  had  lately  had  the 
honour  to  bring  before  the  House.  In  brief, 
the  address  prayed  that  the  responsibility  of 
governing  the  Natives  might  not  at  that  moment 
be  transferred  to  the  colony,  because  the  ao- 
ceptanoe  of  such  responsibility  necessarily  in- 
volved responsibility  for  the  expenditure  that 
might  be  a  consequence  of  such  government, 
including  the  cost  of  troops  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  colony.  It  declared  tiiat  snoh 
transfer  was  unjust,  because  the  present  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  country  was  not  brought  on 
by  our  misgovermnent  of  the  Natives ;  and  it 
asserted  the  impolicy  of  withdrawing  the 
Imperial  troops  at  the  present  time,  because 
the  colony  could  not  be  adequately  defended 
by  Militia  alone.  These  opmions  thus  ex- 
{Hressed  were  not  new,  but  had  frequently  been 
asserted  by  the  House  on  previous  occasions. 
Only  last  session  the  report'  of  the  Military 
Defence  Committee  adopted  by  the  House  had 
declared  that  the  war  was  not  a  settlers'  war. 
The  report  said, — 

"  Whatever  expenditure  of  that  kind  [for  the 
maintenance  of  the  colonial  foroes]  took  plaoe 
would  be  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Queen's  authority  in  these  islands,  and  in  con- 
sequence solely  of  a  Native  insurrection  raised 
while  the  responsibility  of  Native  affairs  re- 
mained with  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
i}ot  with  the  colonists.  And,  having  regard 
t*  the  losses  vrhioh  in  other  ways  must  inevi- 
tably fall  on  the  settlers  if  that  insurrection 
continue,  tiie  Imperial  Government  would  ba 
willing  to  take  a  generous  view  of  the  liability, 
and  Would  refrain  from  imposing  such  a  pro» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


666 


Address  to 


[HOUSE.]  Her  Majesttf. 


[Aug.  19 


portion  of  the  whole  bntden  as  woald  crush  the 
finances  of  the  colony." 

Again,  in  an  address  prepared  by  his  hononx- 
able  friend  the  member  for  Nelson,  and  agreed 
to  on  the  3rd  July,  1861,  it  was  declared  by 
the  House  that 

"  The  maintenance  of  Her  Majesty's  sove- 
reignty in  Kew  Zealand  we  regard  as  a  matter 
of  Imperial  concern.  ...  At  the  same 
time,  tliis  House  is  of  opinion  that  the  em- 
ployment of  the  colonists  as  a  Militia  foroe, 
besides  interrupting  the  industrial  pursuits  of 
the  colony,  and  thereby  greatly  diminishing  its 
resources,  will  be  far  more  costly  than  the 
employment  of  a  large  number  of  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  if  those  troops  could  be  procured." 

And  the  late  Oovemor  Browne  stated,  in  the 
message  to  which  the  above  address  was  an 
answer,  that  "  the  colony  hskS  not  the  means  of 
meeting  the  outlay  which  may  be  required  for 
organizmg  and  maintaining  the  colonial  forces 
in  an  efficient  state."  In  an  address  to  the 
Govemol:  at  the  end  of  the  session  the  House 
remarked,  "  We  trust  that  the  measures  which 
we  have  ailopted  may  not  be  without  their  use  in 
restoring  confidence  and  tranquillity,  and  that 
by  those  means  the  Imperial  Government  may 
be  assisted  in  asserting  the  supremacy  of  the 
law  and  the  authority  of  the  Queen ; "  to  which 
the  Governor  answered,  "  I  theknk  you  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  expressed  your 
readiness  to  aid  the  Imperial  Government  in 
the  maintenance  of  law  and  order."  All 
these  extracts  showed  that  the  House  had 
frequently  maintained  the  chief  position^ 
taken  up  in  the  address  before  them  —  that 
the  war  was  a  Government  war,  and  not  a 
settlers'  war ;  that  it  was  nnderteJcen  to  esta- 
blish the  Queen's  sovereignty;  and  that  the 
colony  could  not  be  defended  by  Militia  alone, 
nor  bear  the  whole  expense  of  the  Imperial 
troops.  The  sneers  that  had  been  levelled  at 
the  tone  of  the  address  by  some  honourable 
members  were  equally  applicable  to  former 
resolutions  and  addresses  of  the  House.  He 
would  say  no  more  about  the  address,  which 
spoke  plainly  enough  for  itself,  but  would  call 
their  attention  to  the  resolutions  to  be  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  by  the  honourable 
membbr  for  EUesmere,  which  asserted  diame- 
trically the  opposite  of  the  opinions  of  the 
address,  and  recommended  a  course  directly 
the  reverse.  The  honourable  memberproposed 
"  that  we  should  accept  the  responsibility  of 
governing  the  Katives,  with  the  cost  attending 
it;  that  in  case  Imperial  troops  are  required 
the  Home  Government  should  supply  them,  and 
should  consider  them  as  part  of  its  contribution 
towards  the  government  of  the  Natives ;  and, 
further,  that  any  military  force  thus  sent  should 
be  entirely  under  the  command  of  the  Governor 
of  the  colony."  Now,  these  were  very  strong — 
he  had  almost  said  very  wild  propositions.  "The ' 
assumption  of  the  responsibility  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Natives  implied,  of  oourse,  that 
we  were  able  to  govern  them — that  we  had  both 
talent  enough  and  power  enough  to  do  so.  As 
for  the  talent — the  capacity  to  govern — ^he  did 
not  doubt  but  that  there  was  enough  of  that  in 
Mr.  DomU. 


the  colony ;  at  least,  we  were  as  likely  to  find  it 
here  as  in  the  Colonial  Office  or  in  uie  agents 
generally  employed  by  them ;  but  the  power 
to  govern  was  another  thing.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  either  concede  that  pbyscal 
force  was  a  necessary  element  of  such  govern- 
ment or  not — requisite  or  not'  to  support  the 
law.  If  he  thought  it  requisito,  amd  no- 
posed  to  establish  a  police  force  —  say,  Ukt 
the  Irish  Constabulary  Force — perhaps  raise 
Native  regiments  —  well,  Ministers  proposed 
to  give  the  Governor  power  to  do  this  if  he 
thought  proper.  But  it  was  .obvious  that  all 
this  was  the  work  of  time — such  a  foroe,  to 
maintain  order  and  support  the  law,  could  not 
be  disciplined  in  a  day;  so  that  an  interval 
must  necessarily  occur  during  which  no  force 
of  the  kind  required  would  exist  if  the  troop 
were  to  be  withdrawnr,  as  the  honourable  mas- 
ber  seemed  willing  that  they  should  be.  But  &t 
organization  of  a  force  that  would  take  their' 
place  eventually  could  bo  carried  on  far  better 
if  they  remeuned  here — indeed,  conld  hardly  Ik 
carried  on  at  all  if  they  were  removed.  Bat, 
after  all,  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  honour- 
able member's  remarks  and  eloquent  speeches 
relating  to  this  subject,  he  (Mr.  Domett)  couM 
not  help  suspecting  that  there  "was  at  &» 
bottom  of  the  honourable  member's  notimii 
thereon  a  lurking  idea  that  the  Natives  could 
he  governed  without  any  physical  force  to  faQ 
back  upon  at  all.  The  honourable  member 
seemed  disposed  to  trust  entirely  to  the  power 
of  generosity  on  our  part  and  good-will  and  con- 
oiliaticm.  He  had  unbounded  faith  in  the 
power  of  sentiment  and  great  ideas.  Now,  far 
be  it  from  him  (Mr.  Domett)  to  refuse  to 
recognize  the  power  of  large  and  noble  ideK 
and  generous  sentiments  upon  the  hnmaa 
mind.  He  would  most  readily  acknowledge 
that  great  momentary  effects  might  be  pro- 
duced upon  individuals  and  races  by  faith  is 
those  thmgs.  Even  whole  nations  mi^t  be 
excited  to  great  convulsive  efforts — continued 
even  for  a  considerable  time.  Every  one  re- 
n&embered  how  the  Crusades  were  brou^ 
about.  It  was  undeniable  that  under  the 
stimulant  of  such  ideas  the  nobler  impulse*  of 
our  nature  might  he  called  into  violent  activity, 
so  as  to  exclude  and  keep  down  the  baaet 
passions  and  instincts.  But  this  was  a  conditioe 
of  the  mind,  whether  of  individuals  or  natioBt 
essentially  transitory,  and  could  not  be  madetiie 
normal  and  regular  permanent  mode  of  their 
mental  existence.  Whenever  sentiment  alone 
had  been  tried  as  the  means  of  keeping  the 
people  in  the  straight  course  of  order  sad 
obedience  to. law  imder  the  ordinary  ciretun- 
stances  of  their  daily  life,  it  had  failed.  Ihe 
lower  passions  then  came  into  play.  They  were 
no  longer  absorbed  and  consumed,  as  it  were, 
in  the  fire  of  exalted  feeling.  It  was  then  tiiat 
permanent  restraint  was  wanted — some  physical 
force  required  as  the  basis  of  the  maintoianoe 
and  the  administration  of  law.  He  rememboed 
in  some  Life  of  Ooetiie,  who  certainly  of  all 
men  of  these  times  had  about  the  profonndeit 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  there  was  de- 
scribed a  kind  of  allegorical  seal  the  poet  had 
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designect,  representing  the  qualities  necessary 
for  the  government  of  mankind.  There  was  an 
eagle  at  the  top  to  indicate  foresight  and  vigi- 
lance ;  what  came  in  the  middle  be  forgot/for 
it  was  so  many  years  since  he  read  of  it ;  bat 
be  well  remembered  that  there  was  a  lion  at 
the  bottom,  representing  physical  force.  This 
was  Goethe's  idea,  at  all  events.  All  this  was 
donbtless  common  place  enough  —  mere  ordi- 
zuuy  maxims  of  common  sense.  But  they 
were  really  provoked  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's resolutions,  which  looked  as  if  they 
iguored  them  altogether.  And  to  apply  them 
to  the  present  case — to  the  Natives — supposing 
we  attempted  to  establish  "  law  and  order,"  as 
the  phrase  was,  solely  by  trusting  to  their 
reason  and  good  sense  and  our  goodAviU — pos- 
sibly the  older  men  and  some  of  the  middle- 
aged  might  be  guided  and  restrained  by  good 
feeling  and  reason  alone ;  but  would  not  the 
passions  of  the  younger  men  sometimes  excite 
them  to  breaches  of  the  law — to  give  way  to 
hcense  and  occasional  crime  ?  Indeed,  who 
ever  heard  of  a  race  governed  in  this  way? 
Certainly  neither  the  English  nor  Scotch  could 
be.  Whether  the  honourable  member's  own 
countrymen  could  be  he  would  not  presume 
to  say ;  though  the  names  df  Donnybrook, 
Oalway,  and  Tipperary  did  not  exactly  sug- 
gest the  possibility  of  it.  Were  the  Natives, 
then,  superior  to  those  races — such  pure  crea- 
tures of  reason  ?  The  only  p^ple  or  set  of 
people  he  had  ever  heard  of  ^o  were  to  be 
mled  by  sentiment  alone  was  that  company 
of  "  Thelemites  "  in  Rabelais.  Bat  they  were 
expressly  stated  to  have  been  all  well-bom, 
well-natured,  and  well-educated."  But  now, 
if  it  were  allowed  that  the  presence  of  troops, 
at  least,  was  necessary  while  no  other  ade- 
qxMe  force  existed,  how  did  the  honourably 
member  propose  that  they  should  be  paid? 
H&  proposed  that  the  Home  Government 
should  give  them  at  its  own  expense,  even 
though  it  handed  over  to  us  the  entire  control 
of  the  Natives,  and  the  responsibility  for  our 
use  of  it.  Was  there  any  reason  to  think  that 
the  Home  Government  .would  agree  to  this — to 
take  upon  themselves  the  consequence  of  our 
acts,  over  which  they  were  to  have  no  control, 
in  which  they  had  no  voice  ?  Was  there  not 
the  example  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Colony 
before  them?  Did  not  every  one  remember 
how  the  colonists  had  been  accused  of  desiring 
to  have  troops  there  solely  to  get  the  benefit  of 
the  Commissariat  expenditure?  If  that  was 
the  temper  with  which  the  Home  Government 
looked  at  tliis  question  of  troops  for  the  colonies, 
was  it  possiljlo  to  conceive  that  the  hohourable 
member's  proposition  would  be  accepted  by 
tiiem  ?  It  was  clear  they  would  not  listen  to  it 
for  a  moment ;  still  less,  if  possible,  would  they 
listen  to  another  proposal  of  his,  "  that .  any 
military  force  sent  here  should  be  placed  under 
the  sole  command  of  the  Governor."  They 
would  not  place  the  troops  under  the  late  Go- 
vernor— a  soldier  of  reputation  who  had  seen 
much  service ;  nor  would  they  do  this  for  the 
present  Governor,  with  all  his  reputation,  and 
though  sent  out  here  on  a  special  mission.   He 


(Mr.  Domett)  could  not  but  think  these  resolu- 
tions were  virtually  Quixotic  ;  and  the  whole 
idea  of  taking  the  responsibility  without  the  cost 
was  equally  so.  No  doubt  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  support  his  views,  including  these, 
with  his  usual  eloquence  and  ability.  That 
eloquence,  even  when  the  arguments  it  clothed 
were  not  convincing,  was  not  without  its  effect. 
The  honourable  member's  eloquence  broke  lik» 
fladies  of  lightning  across  their  cloudy  de- 
bates, purified  the  atmosphere  they  breathed, 
and  sent,  as  it  were,  richer  and  nobler  currents 
of  thought  and  feeling  through  the  views  of  the 
House.  But  let  not  honourable  members  be 
too  much  dazzled  by  it:  the  flath  of  light- 
ning was  not  a  fire  to  warm,  nor  a  star  to 
guide.  If  they  followed  it  too  implicitly  they 
might  find  it  sometimes  a  mere  Will  o'  th» 
wisp.  He  thought  they  had  better  adopt  the 
address  than  the  resolutions,  however  attractive 
the  latter  might  be  rendered  by  the  great  talents 
of  the  honourable  member. '  The  former  was. 
certainly  the  more  practical,  and,  he  believed, 
expressed  opinions  more  in  accordance  with 
those  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  better 
suited  to  the  necessities  of  the  crisis.  He 
moved,  That  a  humble  address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  despatch 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  the  26th  May, 
1862. 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved,  That  the  de- 
bate be  now  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  obliged  the  honourable  member,  but  could 
not  speak  on  a  subject  he  knew  nothing  about. 
The  address  had  only  been  \>ut  in  members' 
hands  last  night.  He  therefore  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  To  omit  the  word  "to-morrow," 
and  to  substitute  the  words  "  Friday  next." 

Dr.'  FEATHERSTON  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  ac- 
cordingly. 

MINERS'  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Miners'  Representjition  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Representation  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

ELECTION  PETITIONS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT bill; 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Coimoil  in  the  Election  Petitions  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  were  adopted  by  the  House. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

AMOUBK^D  DEBATE. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  first  of  Mr. 
Domett's  resolutions,  which  were  as  follow : — 
"That,  in  Uie  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
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relations  between  His  Ezcellenoy  the  Govemor 
and  his  Responsible  Adyisers  should  rest 
upon  the  following  basis:  (1.)  That  Ministers 
should,  in  conformity  with  the  BoyaJ  Instruc- 
tions, advise  the  Governor  in  Native  affairs  as 
well  as  in  colonial  affairs  whenever  His  Excel- 
lency desires  to  obtain  such  advice,  and  should 
also  tender  advice  on  all  occasioils  of  import- 
ance when  they-  deem  it  their  duty  in  the 
inteusts  of  the  colony  to  do  so.  (2.)  That 
Ministers  should,  at  Uis  Excellency's  request, 
undertake  the  administration  of  Native  affairs, 
reserving  to  His  Excellency  the  decision  in  all 
matters  of  Native  policy.  (3.)  That,  as  the 
decision  in«all  matters  of  Native  policy  is  with 
His  Excellency,  the  advice  of  Ministers  shall 
not  be  held  to  bind  the  colony  to  any  liability 
past  or  future  in  connection  with  Native  afiau-s 
beyond  the  amount  authorized  or  to  be  autho- 
sized  by  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  FOX  resumed  the  debate,  and  referred 
to  the  extremely  obscure  and  misty  character 
of  these  resolutions.  This  was  the  principal 
objection  which  had  been  made  to  his  own 
xesolutions ;  but  they  were  as  the  mid-day  sun 
to  the  midnight  darkness  as  compared  with 
these.  The  Native  Minister,  in  the  former 
debate,  had  declared  that  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  distinguish  between  Native  i^airs* 
and  colonial  affairs ;  but  that  distinction  was 
drawn  in  the  first  of  these  resolutions.  Minis- 
ters were  to  "advise  the  Governor  in  Native 
affairs  ae  well  as  in  colonial  affairs  whenever 
His  Excellency  desires."  He  (Mr.  Fox)'  ap- 
prehended that  was  the  simple  condition  which 
attached  to  all  advice  given  to  His  Excellency. 
Ministers  were  net  in  the  habit  of  foisting  their 
opinions  upon  the  Governor  unasked.  Then, 
they  "  should  also  tender  advice  on  all  occasions 
of  importance  when  they  deem  it  their  duty  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony  to  do  so."  What 
understanding  could  the  House  arrive  at  by 
this  resolution  ?  It  simply  amounted  to  stating 
that  they  would  tender  their  advice  when  they 
thought  fit.  They  would  advise  His  Excellency 
whenever  he  desired  it,  and  at  other  times  too  if 
they  thought  fit.  In  the  second  resolution  was 
another  ground  of  mystification :  "  That  Minis- 
ters should,  at  His  Excellency's  request,  under- 
take the  administration  of  Native  affedrs,  re- 
serving to  His  Excellency  the  decision  in  all 
matters  of  Native  policy."  What  was  the  dis- 
tinction between  Native  affairs  and  Native 
policy  7  What  Native  question  could  arise  the 
administration  of  which  would  not  be  in 
some  degree  connected  with  Native  policy? 
What  was  really  meant?  Did  it  mean  that 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  was  to  dictate  a 
Une  of  policy,  which  Ministers,  as  blind  un- 
reasoning tools,  must  carry  out  7  He  could 
see  no  other  meaning.  These  resolutions  would 
onlj  place  His  Excellency  in  difficulties  from 
which  they  knew  from  his  despatches  he  would 
bo  very  glad  to  escape.  The  third  resolution 
was  also  very  obsonre.  Of  course  it  was  a 
fundamental  principle  of  the  Constitution  that 
Ministers  ■  could  not  bind  the  colony  to  any 
liability  not  authorized  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
M&tatiTee.     What  need  was  there,  titaa,  for 


stating  it  here?    But  if  it  was  intended  u  a 

threat  to  the  Imperial  Government,  it  was  joit 
so  much  waste  paper.  He  hoped  Minittwi 
when  they  rose  would  throw  some  light  on 
these  utterly  unintelligible  resolutions.  If  any 
honourable  member  opposite  understood  nhat 
these  resolutions  meant,  lot  him  rise  and  mj 
so.  But,  suppose  the  resolutions  undeotooo, 
and  that  they  were  intended  (as  he  behevad 
was  the  case)  as  an  utter  repudiation  of  ths 
principle  of  Ministerial  responsibility  in  Nativa 
affairs.  Ministers  were  bound  to  tell  the  Boom 
how  far  His  Excellency  was  prepared  to 
acquiesce  in  such  a  decision,  and  carry  on  tha 
govenunent  of  the  Natives  on  such  a  basis.  U 
these  resolutions  had  any  meaning,  it  was  tfat 
very  reverse  of  what  His  Excellency  had  when 
he  penned  that  oft-quoted  despatch  of  the  SOtti 
November,  1861.  Was  His  Excellency  pre- 
pared to  retract  what  he  then  said?  Th* 
House  was  entitled  to  bo  informed  of  this 
before  they  were  asked  to  pass  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  GILLIES  thanked  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei  for  having  let  in  some  light 
as  to  the  relations  that  were  intended  to  exirt 
between  His  Excellency  and  tiie  late  Ministrr. 
He  had  thought  that  there  was  not  modi 
difference  between  the  opinions  of  the  present 
and  the  late  Ministry  on  .this  subject;  he  had 
thought  that  the  late  Ministry  did  not  intend 
to  tfJce  the  whole  responsibility  for  Natirc 
affairs,  having  stated  in  their  resolutions  that 
the  House  disclaimed  on  the  part  of  the  cokaj 
the  exclusive  responsibility  of  governing,  &e., 
the  Native  face  and  the  liability  for  the  prin- 
cipal share  of  the  cost  of  suppressing  insunee- 
tions.  It  appeared  now,  however,  from  th» 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei, that  the  late  Ministry  were  prepared  to 
accept  that  despatch  of  His  Excellency  of  ths 
30th  November,  JI861.  He  had  not  behevad 
that  they  were  prepared  to  advise,  and  acco{i 
the  responsibility  for  that  advice,  on  Nst.i* 
affairs  as  en  all  others.  The  position  the  f  m- 
sent  Ministry  took  was  that  the  Gcnasat 
should  consult  his  Ministers,  but  form  his  vrnt 
decision.  The  meaning  of  these  resolnticau,  be 
contended,  was  v«ry  clear.  The  difference  wu 
distinct  enough  between  administration  and 
policy.  The  Government  proposed  these  ie» 
lulions,  not  as  a  great  mental  resnlt,  but  at 
an  enunciation  of  what  they  believed  to  be  tba 
opinions  of  the  House.  "The  Ministers  wen 
bound  to  do  what  was  expressed  in  the  fiat 
resolution  ;  but  this  was  controlled  by  the  tUld 
resolution,  as  to  the  extent  their  advice  was  tt 
go.  The  first  resolution  truly  did  sepant* 
colonial  and  Native  aifairs ;  and  there  was  * 
broad  line  of  distinction  between  them,  le- 
cording  as  the  result  was  immediately  Native 
or  immediately  oolonial.  If  this  line  was  not 
kept.broad  and  clear,  Ministers  and  this  Hotn* 
might  be  led  into  responsibility  which  thej 
never  intended  to  take.  By  the  second  lesote- 
tion  Ministers  would  be  bound  to  act  uote 
His  Excellency,  in  canning  out  his  policy,  st 
agents  cwxying  out  his  ideas,  reserving  is 
themsolves  the  liberty  of  lef  osing  to  canj  out 
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•  polioj  which  they  bonaidered  wrong.  This 
WM  the  ^e  responsibility.  Ministers  were  to 
be  lesponsible  to  the  House  for  the  advice  they 
^ve,  and  also  in  their  administration ;  but  this 
House  was  not  to  be  responsible  for  the  Native 
policy,  the  decision  of  which  rested  with  the 
OoTemor.  He  would  remind  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei  that  theve  was  other 
liabiHty  besides  pecuniary.  They  repudiated 
any  liability  that  was  not  undertaken  by  this 
House.  No  Ministry  should  have  the  power  of 
blading  the  House  in  honour  to  pay  for  plans 
(hey  might  recommend,  unless  authorized  by 
the  House.  The  decision  of  this  question  would 
have  a  material  effect  on  the  question  of  colo- 
nial leepousibility  for  the  cost  m  managing  the 
Natives  and  putting  down  insurrectioBs.  The 
colony  was  not  to  be  responsible  either  legally 
or  morally  for  the  conduct  of  Native  afiairs  ; 
because  the  Imperial  Qovemment  iiad  under- 
taken it,  and  could  not  hand  it  over  without 
the  consent  of  the  Natives.  They  were 
not  prepared  to  accept  any  responsibility 
for  past  afiairs,  but  left  the  responsibility 
where  it  was  now  admitted  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  himself  to  rest.  .  They  wished  the 
colony  to  declare  that  it  would  not  take 
the  responsibili^  for  the  evil  past  and  for 
the  evil  eSects  of  the  past.  It  mattered  not 
that  we  might  be  taunted  with  desiring  to  re- 
pudiate liabilities  which  our  conduct  had  in- 
curred, with  having  a  disinclination  to  make 
sacrifices  for  oiur  own  benefit,  with  shrinking 
from  responsibility  justly  falling  upon  us.  We 
could  easily  clear  ourselves  from  such  taunts. 
,  He  asked  the  House  carefully  to  consider  what 
these  resolutions  involved  t  and  he  declared  that 
they  went  no  further  than  advising  His  Excel- 
lency and  carr3ring  out  His  Excellency's  deci- 
sion. He  now  left  the  resolutions  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  believing  it  to  be  the  best  course 
they  could  Srdopt,  especially  now  that  it  ap- 
peared that  the  late  Ministry  were  prepared  to 
adopt  His  Excellency's  despatch  and  accept 
the  whole  responsibility.  These  resolutions 
contained  the  deliberate  opinion  of  Ministers, 
which  they  were  prepared  to  ctkrry  out  or  com- 
pel any  future  Mmistry  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  explanation,  said  he  had  said 
nothing  convejring  the  idea  that  the  late  Minis- 
try were  prepared  to  adopt  His  Excellency's 
despatch  in  toto. 

Mr.  GAHLETON  did  not  understand  the 
resolutions  distinctly ;  nor  had  he  understood 
those  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei.  The  main  question  involved  ap- 
peared to  rest  in  the  second  resolution.  The 
great  complaint  was  that  Ministers,  by  being 
too  free  and  too  profuse  in  their  advice,  had 
implicated  us  in  the  difficulties,  which  implica- 
tion bad  been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Home 
Oovemment  to  saddle  us  with  the  responsibility 
which  the  recent  despatches  indicated.  He 
was  unable  to  understand  the  resolutions  of 
the  late  Ministry;  but  gave  his  vote  with 
them  because  they  indicated  a  middle  course. 
He  differed  from  these  resolutions  because  they 
vent  to  the  extreme  course  of  denying  all 
M^onfibiUty ;  yei  ha  wa»  willing  to  extend 


the  same  license  to  them  as  he  did  to  their 
predecessors. 

Mr.  MCX}BHOUSE  ooold  not  vote  for  the 
resolutions.  He  could  not  clearly  see  the 
difference  between  the  eSeot  of  advice  and  re- 
sponsibility. If  they  passed  a  resolution  that 
Ministers  should  advise  His  Excellency,  they 
must  pledge  the  House  to  a  certain  extent  of 
responsibility  for  the  result  of  their  advice. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  substantial 
difference  between  these  resolutions  and  those 
of.  the  late  Ministry;  but  we  stood  now  in  a 
difierent  |>osition  since  the  receipt  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle's  despatch  giving  a  distinct  chal- 
lenge to  the  colony  to  take  Native  affairs  on  its 
own  hands,  and  expressing  a  direct  opinion 
that  in  the  bands  of  the  Imperial  Government 
the  administration  of  those  affairs  had  been  a 
failure.  The  reason  why  the  House  shrank 
from  taking  the  responsibility  was  that  they, 
were'  more  desirous  to  escape  certain  pains, 
penalties,  and  costs,  than  to  do  justice  to  the 
subject  of  Native  management.  His  advice 
was  to  do  one  thing  or  the  other — not  to' tem- 
porize. If  they  wished  to  leave  these  affairs 
m  the  hands  of  the  Home  Government,  let  them 
retire  from  such  affairs  altogether,  and  not,  by 
fingering  the  pie,  let  them  in  for  a  share  of  the  ex- 
pense. The  other  course,  and  the  more  dignified 
one,  was  this :  the  Home  Government  being  too 
far  off  the  scene  of  action,  the  affairs  of  the  Na- 

'tives  would  be  best  in  our  hands ;.  and  he  was 
willing  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  them 
under  certain  conditions.  Say  to  the  Imperial 
Government, "  You  cannot  manage  the  Natives, 
and  we  can  ;  and  we  will  take  the  whole  manage- 
ment." But  he  would  not  adyise  to  take  over 
these  affairs  without  stating  our  opinion  of  the 
value  of  the  estate.   He  was  of  opinion  that  the 

,  Governor  still  stood  in  the  same  position  to  the 
House  as  before  the  Taranaki  war:  Ministers 
advised  the  Governor  then,  but  without  autho- 
rity from  the  House  ;  and  he  denied  that  there 
existed  at  this  moment  any  responsibility  for 
that  war  and  its  consequences.  The  adoption 
of  a  course  like  that  proposed  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere,  would,  he  believed, 
free  us  from  all  debt.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
record  his  opinion  that  to  pass  resolutions  like 
these  was  a  very  unadvisable  course  for  this 
House  to.  adopt.  He  begged  to  move  "the 
previous  question." 

Mr.  CilRGILL  differed  from  both  sides  of 
the  House.  It  appeared  to  him  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  time  as  to  when  the  whole  responsibility 
should  be  taken ;  and  the  present  was  the  time 
to  take  the  whole  responsibility,  and  put  an 
end  to  these  doubts  and  difficulties.  He  thought 
that  was  the  course  the  House  was  bound  to 
take.  It  was  universally  admitted  that  the 
system  hitherto  pursued  had  been  bad  and 
vicious,  and  it  had  failed,  and  the  Home  Qo- 
vemment said,  "  Take  the  whole  management." 
The  .House  was,  he  thought,  bound  to  accept 
the  trust.  He  did  not  think  the  question  of 
our  liability  to  the  Home  Government  would 
be  at  all  affected  by  any  system  of  Ministerial 
responsibility  we  might  aidopt.  He  entire^ 
agreed  with  the  last  speaker  with  regard  to 
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this  part  of  the  question.  The  despatches  from 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  been  referred  to  in 
a  spirit  which  this  House  should  not  cultivate. 
He  believed  that,  notwithstanding  these  smart 
despatches,  the  Home  Government  would  judge 
onx  case  upon  its  merits.  The  House  should 
go  npon  the  principle  of  considering  simply 
this :  By  what  means  could  they  secure  the 
best  administration  of  Kative  affairs.  He  be- 
lieved it  could  be  best  done  by  taking  them  into 
our  own  hands,  and  he  would  therefore  vote 
against  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  MANTELL  would  very  much  like  to 
know  who  had  the  power  of  transferring  the 
whole  responsibility  and  control  of  the  Natives 
to  us.  Until  they  were  under  the  control  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  it  was  absurd  to 
speak  of  the  control  of  them  being  handed  over 
to  OS. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  spoke  in  strong  terms  of 
condemnation  of  the  way  in  which  this  ques- 
tion was  being  made  a  party  battle-ground, 
and  of  the  retractation  by  honourable  members 
supporting  these  resolution?  of  the  opinions  they 
hard  held  in  former  days.  The  resolutions  were 
the  same  as  those'  of  the  late  Ministry ;  and  the 
present  Ministers  were  asking  the  House  to 
adopt  them  now  because  they  were  theirs,  as 
they  had  opposed  them  before  because  they 
were  brought  forward  by  the  other  party. 
[The  honourable  gentleman,  having  compared 
the  two  series  of  resolutions,  and  shown  that 
they  weresubs tan tially  the  same,  arguedstro'ngly 
in  favour  of  the  colony  taking  the  whole  respon- 
sibility of  Native  management,  and  denied  that 
there  was  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
Crown  handing  it  over.] 

Mr.  COH;>rSO  said,  important  as  the  sub- 
ject before  them  was,  he  had  not  intended  to 
take  any  active  part  in  discussing  it ;  but,  as 
the  three  last  speakers  (Messrs.  FitzOerald, 
Moorhouse,  and  Cargill)  were  all  southern 
members,  all  speaking  against  the  Ministry 
and  the  resolutions  before  them,  and  all  saying 
much  upon  Native  affairs,  of  which  they  prac- 
tically knew  nothing,  he  could  not  possibly  be 
sil^t,  especially  since  honourable  members  on 
his  side  had  been  so  broadly  charged  by  those 
southern  members  froni  Heathcote  and  Elles- 
mere  with  being  about  to  vote  on  this  occasion 
under  the  influence  of  party)  or  of  fear  of 
past  pecuniary  liability,  or  of  self-interest ;  all 
which  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  emphatically  denied. 
*  Seeing,  then,  that  such  charges  were  made,  it 
behoved  him,  as  a  plain,  practical  man,  to  state 
in  a  few  words  his  reasons  for  voting  for  the 
resolutions.  First,  however,  he  would  briefly 
.  notice  a  few  remarks  which  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the' opposite  side  had  made.  He  re- 
gretted, very  much  having  heard  the  newly- 
arrived  honourable  member  (Mr.  Cargill),  who 
had  only  made  his  advent  among  them  yester- 
day, and  whose  face  was  as  yet  scarcely  known 
in  the  Honse,  express  himself  in  the  way  he 
did ;  for,  while  that  honourable  member  had 
stated  that,  having  but  just  arrived,  he  had  not 
had  time  to  go  into  the  matter,  and  that  he 
had  almost  stood  hesitating  which  side  to 
adopt — reminding  him  (Mr.  Colenso)  of  what  he 
Ur.  Cargill 


had  heard  of  a  certain  animal  between  tw 
bundles  of-  hay — that  honourable  member  hid 
not  hesitated  to  "go  the  whole  hog  "  and  jump 
to  the  very  farthest  conclusion — of  our  taking 
upon  ourselves  the  whole  responsibiiity  of 
Native  affairs.  The  honourable  member  fct 
Ellesmere — whom  he  was  soiry  not  to  see  in 
his  place — ^had,  in  his  usual  truly  felintons 
strain,  again  appealed  largely  to  their  feeliagl, 
adding  thereto  his  prophecy  as  to  thetenin 
and  destmy  of  the  present  Ministry.  He  Qb. 
Colenso),  however,  was  reminded  of  a  imtwp 
in  the  life  of  the  celebrated  statesman,  lb. 
Pox — the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Pox — who  on  m» 
occasion  in  the_  British  Honse  of  Commoni,  ii 
replying  to  soiae  similar  prophecy,  bad  uid, 
"I  cannot  argue  with  a  prophet,  bat  I  cu 
disbelieve  him."  And  this  was  his  (Mr.  Co- 
lenso's)  answer  to  the  honourable  member. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  bid 
also  pointed  to  the  resolutions  and  statements 
of  1854-55,  and  had  asked  why  this  Hoaae  tm 
not  willing  to  accept  full  responsibiUcy  in  Hs- 
tive  affairs  now,  seeing  it  was  so  very  desirots 
to  do  so  then.  Why  not  now  I  Could  not  that 
honourable'  member  see  the  great,  the  distin- 
guishing difference  ?  Their  situation  now  wa 
much  like  that  of  a  gallant  ship  on  shore  «hc<e 
commander  hod  abscilute  command.  The  tna 
or  errors  which  placed  her  there  were  sttd- 
buted  by  some  to  the  old  pilot,  who  was  aboot 
to  be  changed  for  a  new  one.  A  new  one  m 
got,  to  whom,  on  entering  on  his  duties,  tiw 
old  one  whispered  in  his  ear,  "  Look  ont  afts 
the  captain."  It  was  the  captain,  and  nottht 
pilot.  Just  so  in  Native  matters  as  things  bid . 
been  and  were.  The  honouteble  member  far 
Ellesmere  had  also  spoken  much  of  the  resli- 
tions  hefore  them  being  "  nnsatisfsctoiy." 
But,  if  unsatisfactory,  were  they  not  the  beitf 
He  had  said  there  was  little  or  no  difiennee 
l>etween  these  resolutions  and  those  prop06edW 
the  late  Ministry,  and  be  had  farther  asbi 
"  Should  not  the  present  Ministry  also  go  out 
if  beaten  in  division  on  these  ? "  Bat  that 
honourable  member  could  not  fail  to  see  tbtt 
the  late  Ministry  themselves  elected  to  go  oit 
upon  that  question,  and  that  the  des^tchfna 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  since  received,  ini 
placed  the  <}iestion  itself  in  a  very  difieiMJ 
light.  Had  the  late  Ministry  not  chosen  to  g» 
out  npon  that  division — and  certainly  no  tm 
in  the  House  then  wished  them  to  do  so— and 
had  they  remained  in  office  until  the  airiTsl  d 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch,  no  donli 
they  would  still  have  been  found  npon  tbe 
Treasury  bench,  more  firmly  fixed  than  ertt- 
The  honourable  member  for  Heathcote  bad 
taunted  honourable  members  on  his  l)ii- 
Oolenso's)  side  of  the  House  with  mean  feaoof 
pecuniary  liabilities  as  regarded  the  put  and 
of  self-interest  as .  to  the  future-  Snob,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  case.  It  was  a  very  fv 
greater  fear  of  the  amount  of  liability  as  to 
the  unknown  future.  While,  however,  aaat 
honourable  members  from  the  South  had  thut 
spoken  against  the  resolutions,  he  (Mr.  Co- 
lenso) hsvd  been  gladdened  in  hearing  otba 
honourable  membeias — from  Otago — speak  in  a 
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T6iy  djfierent  strain.  The  honooiable  member 
■for  Donedin,  in  particular,  had  spoken  of  the 
treaty  between  the  Crown  of  England  and  the 
KatiTes  of  Kew  Zealand  as  an  honourable  and 
high — he  might  almost  say  holy  —  contract, 
wueh  could  not  be  broken  without  the  consent 
of  both  parties ;  and  in  this  he  (Mr.  Colenso) 
fully  agreed  with  him.  There  was  yet,  how- 
ever, another  point  6f  view  from  which  to  look 
at  such  proposals  or  sohemes  as  those  of  the 
honourable  member  fot  EUesmere  and  his  sup- 
porters— a  point  of  view  which  had  not  yet 
been  once  adverted  to  by  honourable  members 
in  the  House.  He  meant  from  and  by  the 
Katives.  Viewing  such  proposals  as  those  of 
that  honourable  member  from  the  Natives' 
side,  they  could  only  be  considered  as  most 
injndioious  and  unwise ;  for,  had  it  not  been 
amidnously  propagated  by  word,  writing,  and 
print.throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land — by  those,  too,  who  ought  to  have 
known  and  acted  better— that  there  was  a 
"war  party  "  in  this  House,  and  that  even  the 
present  Ministry  was  composed  of 'a  semi- war 
patty?  What,  then,  if  the  proposals  of  the 
hanoarable  member  for  EUesmere  were  ac- 
cepted, would  be  their — the  Natives' — thoughts 
and  belief— at  this  juncture,  too,  of  a  change  of 
Ministry — in  hearing  that  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Parliament  of  England  had  given 
them  over  into  the  hands  of  those  whom  they 
had  been  taught  to  took  on  as  their  enemies  ? 
For  these  and  for  many  other  reasons  which 
time  did  not  permit  him  to  enter  on  now  he 
should  cordially  support  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  made  a  few  observa- 
tions in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  KUesmere.  He  believed  that 
sooner  or  later  we  should  have  to  take  the 
whole  responsibility,  and  he  looked  upon  these 
resolations  as  tbe  beginning  of  the  end.  He 
should  therefore  vote  for  them. 

Major  RICHAIiDSON  observed  that  the 
interchange  of  compliments  was  evidently  an 
nderof  the  day.  Independently  of  the  allu-- 
lion  of  a  bovine  character  to  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere,  an  honourable  mem- 
ber from  the  East  Coast  had  likened  the  new 
member  bom  Otago  to  an  ass  between  two 
.  panniers  of  hay,  uluding  to  the  bewildering 
condition  in  which  he  found  the  House ;  but 
he  (Major  Richardson)  regretted  that  out  of  the 
de6p  recesses  of  classical  illustration  within 
reach  of  the  honourable  member  he  had  not 
selected  a  more  attractive  piece  of  imagery. 
He  could  assure  him — and  he.  referred  him  to 
tiie  census  papers  for  satisfaction — that  asses 
were  not  so  numerous  in  Otago,  and  that  none 
could  be  spared.  It  was  necessary  that  they 
should  fall  back  on  first  principles,  and -avoid 
tile  seductions  of  oratory  and  the  bewilderment 
of  subjects  foreign  to  the  question  before  the 
House.  There  were  three  .parties :  the  first 
represented  by  the  members  on  the  Ministerial 
benches.  The  device  on  their  banner  was 
oleuly  legible  —  non-responsibility  in  Native 
aSairs ;'  but  he  regretted  that  the  standard- 
bearers  were  incomplete-  in  number.  The 
^Noond  represented  by  the  members  of  the  late 


Ministry,  complete  and    fom)idable  in  their 
appearance;  but  the  device  on  their  banners 
could  not  be  read .   The  third  party,  which  might 
be  term^  the  philo-Maori  party,  were  for  the 
acceptance  of  responsibility  with  all  its  bur- 
dens, past,  present,  and  future.    He  could  not 
discover  the  real   sentiments    of  this  party. 
They  evidently  wore  not  followers  of  the  great 
Frederick,  who  asserted  that  Providence  always, 
favoured  strong  battalions,  for  they  would  do 
without  the  military ;   but,  as  they  advocated 
on  extensive  police  force  instead,  they  might 
be  regarded  as   disciples   of   Cromwell,   who 
urged  his  soldiers  "  to  trust  in  .Providence,  but 
keep  their  powder  dry."      He  would  recom- 
mend that  each  party  should  fiaunt  its  banners 
to  the  breeze,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
beneath  which  to  rally.    The  real  question — 
a&d  it  must  not  be  blinked — was  this :  Was  this 
House  prepared  to  take  up  the  power  which 
Lord    Carnarvon    Reclined    in  May,  1859,  to 
"abdicate;"  which  Sir  (Jeorge  Grey  urged  the 
Home  Government  to  lay  dovm,  as  the  prioo 
they  would  receive  would  be  an  absolution 
from  the  expenses  of   aU  future  wars ;    and 
which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  prepared  to 
"  abdicate  "  on  these  terms  ?  This  was  what  had 
to  be  decided  at  present.     He  protested  against 
the  power  of  the  Crown  to  abdicate.     Tbe  con- 
tracting  powers    were    the    Grovm    ajid    the- 
Natives.    The  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere had  remarked  that  the  transfer  of  power 
to  the  Assembly  is  only  a  change  of  the  "  de- 
positary of  power."    He  (Major  Richardson) 
asserted  that  this  was  a  grievous  fallacy.    If 
the  transfer  were  made  with  the  consent  of 
the  Natives,  then  the  power  would  absolutely 
leave  the  Crown,  not  for  a  time  only.     While 
it  rested  in  the  Governor  the  argiiment  was 
sound.    The  language  of  scorn  had  been  freely- 
heaped  on  the  advocates  of  non-responsibility. 
They  were  told  by  tbe  honourable  member  for 
Heathcote  that  they  were  afraid  of  "  pains  and 
penalties."  '  For  himself  he  would  say  that  he 
was   so ;   and,   more,  instead  of  confessing  it 
.-with  humiliation,  ho  thought  the  avoidance  of ' 
obligations  which  there  was  no  power  to  fulfil 
was  an  act  to  be  highly  commended.    To  take 
the  offered  responsibility  where  there  was  no 
power  to  meet  the  pecuniary  liabilities  was  the 
more  fitting  subject  of  scorn .  They  were  advised 
to  "  accept  the  responsibility  of  Native  affairs 
and  strike  a  balance" — to   "take   the  entire 
management  out  of  Imperial  hands ;"  but  h0 
would  ask.  Where  were  the  items  necessary  for 
the  calculation  ?     In  the  womb  of  the  future. 
Thus  we  knew  that  already  a  heavy  burden  ol 
half  a  million  it  was  our  lot  to  bear.   He  would 
earnestly  entreat  the  House  to  pause  before 
it  saddled  posterity  with  a  debt  which  would 
crush  it  to  the  earth.     Even  if  we  would  we 
could  not ;  and  if  we  could  we  should  not,  for 
the  gravest  consequences  might  result  to  both 
races.     He  (Major  Richardson)  would  not  de- 
tain the  House  any  longer,  but  simply  express 
an  opinion  on  what  had  already  been  com- 
mented on  by  a  member  on  the  Ministerial 
benches. .  He  referred  to  some  vile,  calumnious 
reports  which  had  been  spread  about  at  Home^ 
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.  and  which  wera  operating  most  injurionely  on 
the  British  mind,  and  causing  a  feeling  of 
alienation  to  spring  up  between  the  Mower- 
oonntiy  and  this  colony.  The  noble,  hearii- 
inspiring  language  of  His  Grace  of  Newcastle, 
as  might  be  read  in  the  despatches  immediately 
preceding  the  arrival  of  Sir  George  Grey,  was 
now  entirely  altered.    The  language  had  be- 

'  come  terse  and,  to  say  the  least,  not  charaoter- 
iised  by  that  conrtesy  and  open-heartedness 
which  formerly  prevailed.  He  (Major  Biohard- 
Bon)  was  prepared  in  the  face  of  that  House  to 
assert  that  the  ill-treatment  of  the  Natives  by 

'  the  Europeans  was  a  gross  calumny ;  for,  if 
there  was  a  dominant  race  in  this  Island,  it 
was  the  Maori,  not  the  European.  As  regarded 
the  Middle  Island,  where  the  Natives  were 
very  few  in  number — scarcely  to  be  reckoned — 
and  where  arbitrary  power  would,  if  anywhere, 
show  itself,  he  had  never  known  a  siqgle  in- 
stance of  oppression  or  injustice.  It  was  high 
time  that  these  disseminators  of  false  allega- 
-tions — these  sowers  of  discord  among  brethren 
— ^were  stopped.  The  honourable  member 
remarked  that  when  the  most  important  in- 
terests were  at  stake — an  alienittion  between 
the  parent  State  and  this  its  offshoot — it  was 
the  part  of  the  coward  to  speak  with  'bated 
breath.  He  must  confess  that,  pained  fis  he 
was,  the  words  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  the  love 
of  country  came  unbidden  to  his  memory — 

High  though  his  rank,  and  proud  his  fame, 
BonodleBs  nis  wealth  as  wish  may  claim, 
Despite  these  honours,  power,  and  pelf, 
The  wretch,  concentred  all  in  tielf. 
Living  shall  forfeit  fair  renown, 
And.  doubly  dying,  shall  go  down 
To  the  vile  earth  from  whence  he  sprung 
Unwept,  unhonoored,  and  unsung. 

Mr.  WELD  considered  these  resolutions 
were  plain  and  clear,  which  those  of  the  late 
Ministry  were  not.  He  would  be  glad  to  see 
his  honourable  friends  advising  the  Governor, 
for  he  had  never  been  against  Ministerial  re- 
sponsibility;  but  he  was  against  colonial  re- 
sponsibility. He  indignantly  repudiated  the 
charge  that  we  were  oaring  more  for  our  own 
pockets  than  for  the  Natives.  He  believed 
the  financial  responsibility  would  come  to 
much  the  same  whichever  resolutions  were 
carried :  but  in  those  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Government  he  spoke 
«nt  his  mind ;  the  others  were  unintelligible. 
His  honourable  friend's  -  resolutions  ao^ow- 
ledged  the  truth,  and  therefore  he  would  vote 
for  them. 

Mr.  RENAIjL  did  not  think  the  resolations 
were  worth  a  rap  either  way ;  but  he  preferred 
the  late  Ministry  to  the  present  one,  and  he 
•honld  vote  for  "  the  previous  question." 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  he  thought  the  debate 
on  these  resolutions,  and  the  debate  on  Ihe 
lesolations  which  the  honovucable  member  for 
Bangitikoi  introduced  on  the  same  subject, 
proved  most,  dearly  the  value  of  the  suggestion 
made  in  the  first  instance  by  his  honourable 
friend  to  this  House — that  it  was  lot  advisable 
to  attempt  any  furiher  definition  of  the  re- 
lations between  Hie  Excellency  the  (Governor 
.«nd  his  Advisers  than  that  Which  alteady 
Major  Biehardton 


existed.  Nothing  conld  by  any  poulnhtj'  Am 
more  clearly  the  insuperable  difficulties  ia  At 
way  of  that  definition  than  the  failnie  d  Ui 
honourable  friend  and  the  equal  failuie  of  ibe 
hcmoniable  gentlemen  oppraite  to  faring  3mm 
resolntions  upon  this  question  satisfactny  to 
the  House.  The  resolutions  must  to  a  ceitaa 
extent  be  indefinite.  No  resolations  ooold  pro- 
vide, for  the  requirements  of  each  paitienlir 
case ;  and  it  was  nothing  bat  folly  to  attennt 
that  which  in  its  natnre  was  impracticsUa 
He  rose,  at  this  late  period  of  the  delaie 
upon  a  subject  which  faAd  been  debated  onr 
and  over  again  in  this  House,  for  the  pumon 
of  drawing  attention  to  a  single  point  whidl 
had  not,  he  thought,  been  brought  out  so  po- 
minently  as  it  deserved.  There  conld  be  as 
doubt  that  many  honootable  memben  ma 
about  to  support  these  resolations  mainly,  if 
not  altogether,  because  they  were  under  Oe 
impression  that  by  these  means  this  eoasir! 
would  be  relieved  from  all  liability  in  cue  i 
any  future  war.  If  hononiable  gentUmat 
thought  that  by  any  form  of  words  thit 
they  could  devise  this  colony  would  be  n- 
lieved  from  such  demands  as  those  of  Ua 
Duke  of  Newcastle — if  they  (hongiit  dot 
the  colony  would  for  the  fators  be  iati 
from  liabilities  to  the  Imperial  GoTemmat 
such  as  those  which  had  been  so  often  note 
discussion  in  this  House,  they  were  giM^ 
mistaken.  He  said  that  .if  any  form  of  was 
could  have  that  efiect,  it  would  be  that  km 
which  was  taken  in  the  metDorandum  of  18S, 
and  which  fixed  the  relations  between  Gowna 
Browne  and  his  Advisers.  Those  words  wen, 
"  The  Governor  alone  is  responsible  for  the 
tranquillity  of  the  colony,  which  would  beta- 
dangered  by  the  ordinary  and  ineritiUi 
change  of  opinions  conseqaent  on  a  cbsage 
in  his  Advisers."  Now,  nothing  could  be 
stronger  than  that ;  nothing  which  the  Go- 
vernor oould  agree  to  would  ever  be  so  stasj 
agam  :  and  if  the  colony  had  incurred  liabililMl 
under  the  late  system — under  a  system  tj 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Bichioeii 
As  far  as  Native  policy,  was  concerned,  "At 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  being  fftr  tfatt  W«- 
pose  a  Grown  colony  as  completely  as  Mn 
the  establishment  of  Ministerial  Govennneat" 
— if,  then,  heavy  demands  on  account  of  tke 
expenditure  of  the  Taranald  war  bad  be* 
made  against  the  colony  under  the  lates^itas, 
could  any  one  in  his  senses  suppose  tbsttbi 
colony  would  be  relieved  from  ail  similsidt' 
mands  in  case  of  any  future  wars  by  suobliiMi 
fiimsy  resolutions  as  these?  Did  anyiesw- 
able  man  suppose  that,  if  in  aooorduioe  «iA 
the  advice  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  e^ 
posite  war  should 'arise  in  the  Waikato,  (W 
House  could  appeal'  with  certainty  to  ttM 
resolutions  in  relief  of  any  demand  that  mi^ 
be  meide  upon  the  Government  for  any  poitiM 
of  that  cost?  What  would  be  the  re^« 
the  Imperial  Government  under  such  oiiBiaB- 
stances  ?  What,  .if  a  little  bill  for  anothsr»« 
were  sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  oodM 
were  to  plead  these  resolutions — what  wooM  b» 
the  reply  of  the  Home  Government?   Vi9i 
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tbey  would  say  directly,  Yon  put  an  interpre- 
tation on  your  resolutions  which  they  will  not 
bear — on  interpretatiou  which  cannot  be  for 
one  moment  admitted;  and  in  spite  of  your 
Hinistehal  resolutions  you  must  pay  the 
bni.  Then,  again,  what  position  are  Minis- 
teis  placed  in  by  these  resolutions.  If  the 
Governor  asks  their  advice  and  they  give 
it,  are  they  then  entirely  responsible  ?  Or,  if 
Wa  Excellency  does  not  ask  their  advice,  are 
they  satisfied  that  he  should  govern  the  colony 
vitbont  it?  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot 
onderstand  the  position  of  affairs.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  could  not  understand 
the  resolution  introduced  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei ;  and  honourable  gentle- 
men on  this  side  cannot  understand  the  reso- 
lutions introduced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett).  I  must  confess 
I  do  not  understand  how  they  are  to  be 
carried  out  in  practice.  In  one  place  they 
state  that  Hinisters  are  to  advise  the  Oo- 
vemor  when  he  applies  for  tbeir  advice ; 
andlien,  by  turning  to  the  Native  Lands  Bill — 
a  most  important  measure,  requiring  the 
greatest  caution  and  care  in  bringing  it  into 
operation,  productive,  it  maybe,  when  in  opera- 
tion of  results  which  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  or 
to  guard  against — the  last  section  of  that  Bill 
requires  that  its  provisions  shall  be  carried 
out  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  Now,  here  is 
a  contradiction  in  terms :  by  the  resolution 
the  Governor  may,  when  he  likes,  ask  the  advice 
of  Ministers ;  by  the  Bill  he  must,  whether  he 
likes  or  not.  This  little  anomaly  has  never 
been  explained.  Then,  in  the  second  resolution. 
Ministers,  "  at  His  Kxcellency's  request,"  are 
to  administer  Native  afiairs.  Now,  those  words 
— "  at  His  Excellency's  request " — are  a  mere 
sDiplnsage — a  mere  piece  of  pretence  or  device 
to  catch  votes  with.  They  know  that  the  Go- 
vernor has  requested  and  will  request  it — that, 
in  fact.  His  Excellency  has  said  that  the  public 
business  of  the  colony  cannot  be  carried  on  in 
any  other  way.  The  third  resolution,  which 
consists  of  ^e  lines,  might  be  compressed 
within  the  limits  of  five  words — that  Mmisters 
should  obey  the  law :  that  is  the  meaning  of 
that  resolution.  Who  has  ever  taken  up  the 
position  that  Ministers  can  bind  the  colony  in 
matters  of  finance  7  The  late  Government 
clearly  not  only  never  attempted  it,  but  placed 
it  on  record  in  one' of  their  memoranda  to  the 
Governor  that  such  a  thing  was  absolutely  im- 
possible. The  v^rds  used  in  that  memorandum 
— we  Ministers  "  have  no  constitutional  power 
to  bind  the  Assembly  beforehand  " — are  words 
almost  identical  with  those  used  in  this  re- 
solution, and  which  have  been  filched  by  the 
present  Government  from  the  records  of  the 
last. 

Mr.,C0IiEN80.— Then  why  do  you  vote 
against  them? 

Mr.  WOOD. — I  did  not  sa^  I  was  going  to 
vote  against  them.  The  honourable  gentleman 
jumps  too  rapidly  at  conclusions.  I  am  going 
to  vote  with  the  Superintendent  of  Canterbury 
on  his  amendment  that  the  question  be  not  now 
put,  because  I  th^  it  moet  unwise  at  the 


present  time,  with  the  Taranaki  question,  which 
I  regard  solely  as  an  Imperial  question,  still  xair- 
settled,  to  disturb  the  relations  now  existing 
between  Ministers  and  His  Excellency ;  and  if 
the  House  affirms  that  the  question  be  now 
put,  I  shall  vote  against  the  resolutions,  be- 
canse  I  think  that  they  are  not  half  so  clear, 
not  half  so  intelligible 

Mr.  BUSSELL.-Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  WOOD. — That  honourable  gentleman, 
too,  is  jumj^g  at  conclusions.  He  had  bettier 
hear  me  out.  I  say  that  these  resolutions  are 
not  half  so  clear,  not  half  so  intelligible,  and 
will  not  be  found  nearly  so  good  in  practice  as 
that  resolution  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  of.  last  session, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  this  House, 
which  has  been  the  basis  of  the  relations  that 
subsisted  between  His  Excellency  and  the  late 
Government,  and  under  which  no  liability  or 
responsibility  of  a  pecuniary  kind  has  fallen 
upon  this  colony. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qaestion,  "  ^lat 
this  question  be  now  put." 

Ay^s,  27. 
Atkinson    -        Mantell  Stafford 

Bell  Mason  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Butler  Nixon  Watt 

Carleton  O'Neill  Weld 

Colenso  Ormond  Wells 

Cookson  Biohardson        Williamson,  Jaa 

Curtis  Bichmond,A.  J.Wilson., 

Dick  Biohmond,J.  0.       Teller. 

Domett  Bttssell  Gillies. 

JoUie 

Noes,  20. 
Brandon  Graham,  G.      Bhodes 

Cargill  Graham,  B.       Taylor,  W.  W. 

Carter  fiarrison  Thomson 

Featherston      Henderson  Ward 

FitzGerald        Munro,  J.  Williamson  Jno. 

Pitzherbert       O'Borke  TeUer. 

Fox  Benall  Wood. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Mr.  MoorhoQse's  amendment  negatived. 

The  Hotise  then  divided,  on  the  original 
question. 

Ayk8,  27. 
Atkinson  -         Mantell  Stafford 

Bell  Maeon  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Butler  Nixon  Watt 

Carieton  O'Neill  Weld 

Colenso  Ormond  Wells 

Cookson  Bichardson        WiUiam8on,Jas 

Curtis  Biohmond,  A.  J.Wilson.    , 

Dick  Bichmond,J.O.         Teller. 

Domett  Bussell  Gillies. 

Jollie 

Noes,  18. 
Brandon  Graham,  G.       Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cargill  Graham,  B.       Thomson 

Carter  Henderson        Williamson,Jn(> 

Featherston       O'Borke  Wood. 

FitzGerald        Benall  TeUer. 

Fitaherbert       Bhodes  Ward. 

Fox 

Majority  f6r,  9. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving  the  second 
lesolution,  explained  to  the  House  that  Minis- 
ten,  before  bringing  these  resolutions  forward, 
informed  His  Excellenoy  of  them ;  and  His 
Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  say  that,  if  the 
Legislature  desired  that  these  relations  should 
be  those  which  should  subsist  between  himself 
and  his  Ministers,  he  would  adopt  them  for  the 
present ;  but  he  would  refer  the  question  for 
the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment.  The  House,  would  therefore  under- 
stand that  in  adopting  these  resolutions  they 
must  not  be  taken  as  final. 

The  two  remaining  resolutions  were  then  put 
and  agreed  to. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension 
BiU. 

LAW  PRACTinONEBS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
It  was  agreed,  "That  a  Free  Conference  be 
held  with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House  in  the  Law 
Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill;  and  that 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Russell,  and  Mr.  Oillies  be  the 
Managers  thereof  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
beld  with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal  Bill ;  and  that  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Russell, 
and  Mr.  Oillies  be  the  Miinagers  thereof  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

NOMINATED  SUPERINTENDENTS  BILL. 

ACJOUBNSD  DEBATZ. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re- 
Bxmiing  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of 
■the  Nominated  Superintendents  Bill,  and  the 
amendment  thereon,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months, 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  the  debate  be  further  adjourned 
tmtil  Thursday  next. 

The  House  divided. 

Ates,  10. 
Carter  Fox 

Featherston      Moorhouse 
FitzGerald        O'Rorke  Teller. 

Fitzherbert        Taylor,  W.  W.  Brandon. 

Nobs,  SO. 

Atkinson  Mason  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Butler  Munro,  J.  Thomson 

Cargill  Nixon  Watt 

Carleton  O'NeiU  Weld 

Colenso  Ormond  Wells 

Cookson  Bichardson        Williamson,  Jas 

Dick  Richmond,  A.  J.Wilsdn 

Domett  Bichmond,  J.  C.Wood. 

Graham,  G.  Russell  Teller. 

Graham,  R.  Stafford  Ward. 

Jollie 

Majority  against,  20. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert's  amendment  n^atived. 


WilliamsonJno. 


Debate  resumed. 

Majoi  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  thit 
House  do  now  divide  on  the  question. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  continued. 

Mr.  CARTER  objected  to  the  Bill  before  the 
House  on  the  ground  that  it  was  intmdaeed 
without  consulting  the  people  of  the  colooj. 
If  the  country  were  not  allowed  to  pus  u 
opinion  on  the  Bill,  it  might  pave  the  wayftr 
other  fundamental  alterations  of  out  Cod- 
stitution.  The  only  argument  that  bad  been 
brought  in  favour  of  this  change  was  th&t  ii 
one  or  two  instances  a  deadlock  between  tlie 
Superintendent  and  his  Council  had  occnind. 
As  far  as  Wellington  was  concerned,  he  id- 
nutted  there  had  been  difficulty  at  one  time, 
till  at  length  the  electors  saw  it  was  aixalntel; 
necessary  to  elect  members  to  the  Conneil  iri» 
would  work  in  harmony  with  the  Snperinteo- 
dent.  Hebelieved,aftertheexx>erienoathe7hil 
had  it  would  never  occur  again  in  this  province. 
It  was  too  soon  to  begin  tinkering  the  Gcn- 
stitntion  yet,  before  it  had  been  in  opento 
long  enough  to  see  how  it  really  worked.  He 
considered  that  this  was  an  attack  ontheri^ 
of  the  people.  For  many  years  they  hsd  lieeB 
deprived  altogether  of  representative  instiUi- 
tions,  and  thereby  incapacitated  for  the  enM- 
ment  of  them,  and  they  had  not  jet  litd 
time  to  get  accustomed  to  all  their  bestijigt. 
He  was  sorry  this  bad  not  been  first  diwooed 
by  the  Press  and  by  the  people.  If  this  hid 
been  done,  and  the  people  h&d  prononneed  in 
favour  of  the  change,  the  House  w'oold  Un 
been  right  to  do  it ;  but  such  was  not  the  em. 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  since  the  hoaooablt 
member  for  Dunedin's  (Major  Bichudson'i) 
motion  having  elapsed,  he  begged  to  move  tkt 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  seconded  the  motion 
reminding  the  House  that  they  had  aliead;nt 
ten  and  a  half  hoars  to-day. 

The  Hx>nse  divided. 

Atbs,  17. 

Brandon  Gillies  Taylor,  W.W. 

Carter  Jollie  Tkomscm 

Cookson  Moorhouse  Williamra,^ 

Domett  O'Rorke  Wells. 

Featherston  Richmond,  7.  C.       TtOtr. 

Fitzherbert  Taylor,  C.  J.  Fox. 

Noes,  14. 
Butler  Mason  ,Weld 

Carleton  Munro,  J.  Williamwo,?* 

Colenso  Nixon  Wilson. 

Dick  O'NeUl  TeOer. 

Harrison  Watt  Atkinson. 

Majority  for,  3. 
Motion  agreed    to,  and    debate  adjonintd 
accordingly. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  elsvea 
o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  20th  Augutl,  1862. 


•CoraUtntion  of  Council— First  Reading— Bnmmary 
Prooedm-e  on  Bills  Bill— Third  RencUngs— Otago 
and  Soatbland  Boundaiy  Bill— Juries  Bill— Su- 
preme Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.  the  Speaseb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Fbaxbbs. 

CONSTITUTION  OP  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  moved,  That  a 
Select  Conunittee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
humble  address  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  a 
limit  may  be  named  to  the  number  of  members 
to  be  ^pointed  to  this  Council ;  the  Committee 
to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Menzies,.  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  and  the 
Hon.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kenny ;  and  said  it 
was  unnecessary  to  go  very  deeply  into  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  vrell  ^own  to  the  Council  that 
the  number  of  members  was  originally  fixed  at 
fifteen;  it  bad  afterwards  been  increased  by  an 
addition  of  ten ;  latterly  it  had  been  proposed 
that  there  should  be  no  fixed  limit,  but-  he 
believed  it  was  the  general  wish  of  the  Council 
that  some  limit  should  be  defined. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIBST  READING. 
Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill. 

SUMMARY   PROCEDURE   ON  BILLS 
BILL. 

The  Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill  was 
recommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  repotted  to  tihe  Council  with  amendments. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
BillB  of  Sale  Registration  Amendment  Bill, 
<kown  Grants  BiU  (No.  2). 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  BOUNDARY 

BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Otago  and  Southland 
Boundary  Bill,  wished  to  ms^e  a  few  remarks 
ezpIanaVyry  of  the  circumstances  which  ren- 
dwed  it  necessa^  and  advisable  to  bring  for- 
ward a  BiU  to  effect  the  object  contemplated 
by  that  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.  This  Council  was  aware  that  the 
Province  of  Southland  was  constituted  in  con- 
seqaence  of  a  petition  which  was  forwarded 
from  them  to  Governor  Gore  Browne  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1861.  The  petitioners 
asked  for  a  boundary-Une  nearly  corresponding 
to  the  line  of  watershed  between  the  Molyneux 
and  Matanra,  representing  this  to  be  the  geo- 
graphical and  commeroiu,  and  therefore  the 
best  political  boundary  between  the  Province 
of  Otago  and  the  district  which  they  sought  to 
be  declared  into  a  i^ew  province.  The  Governor, 
however,  for  reasons  which  it  was  believed  were 
connected  with  the  question  of  the  limit  of  the 
area  allowed,  disreguded  this  expressed  desire, 
and  decided  that  the  River  Mataura  should  be 


the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Province  d  South- 
land. The  petitioners,  however,  were  highly 
dissatisfied.  The  residents  on  the  eastern  bank 
resolved  to  petition  the  Governor  and  the  As- 
sembly to  alter  the  eastern  boundary  to  the 
line  they  originally  asked  for.  The  petition  to 
the  Governor  was  transmitted  in  September  to 
His  Excellency  through  the  usual. channel — 
the  Superintendent  of  Otago.  Another  of  the 
same  tenor  was  now  upon  the  table  of  4;his  Coun- 
cU«  The  ana  o|  the  Province  of  Southland  as 
constituted  by  the  Proolamaition  of- the 'Go- 
vernor was  two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  acres, 
and  the  addition  of  area  which  this  Bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  give  would  amount,  . 
in  round  numbers,  to  about  ninety  thousand 
arable  acres,  one  million  pastoral,  and  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  barren.  It  might 
tend  to  a  clearer  understanding  of  this  question ' 
by  this  Council  if  its  attention  was  directed  to 
the  physical  characteristics  of  the  district ;  and,  ' 
with  the  permission  of  the  Council,  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  an  article  in  the  Southern 
News  of  the  4th  May,  1861:— 

"  An  irregular  chain  of  mountains,  having  a 
base  on  the  coast  of  nearly  thirty  miles,  extends 
in  a  pyramidal  form  northward  for  about  forty 
or  fifty  miles  from  the  coast,  and  forms  the 
watershed  between  the  Mataura  and  Molyneux 
Rivers.  The  forest  skirting  the  coast  extends 
inland  on  those  hills  for  about  twenty  miles, 
and  for  ten  or  fifteen  miles  further  inland  there 
are  only  two  passes  along  which  horsemen  can 
easily  traverse  those  mountains.  The  mail-route 
from  the  Mataura  to  the  Molyneux  is  about 
thirty  to  thirty-five  miles  from  the  coast,  and 
passes  through  a  formidable  gorge,  which  has 
within  a  few  mopths  past  been  maide  passable 
for  drays.  Those  hills  first  mentioned  may  be 
said  to  form  the  eastern  limit  of  the  great 
terraced  plain  which  extends  from  them  west^ 
ward  for  about  forty  miles,  to  Jacob's  River,  and 
from  the  line  of  coast  northward  for  abont 
thirty  to  forty  miles,  to  the  Hokanui  and  other 
hills. 

"  If  the  bonndary  of  the  new  province  ran 
along  those  hills  abovereferred  to,  forming  the 
watershed  between  the  rivers,  then  the  political 
would  nearly  correspond  vrith  the  commercial 
boundary,  which  the  natural  features  of  the 
country,  and  the  facilities  of  communication, 
will  very  soon  determine. 

"  The  whole  district  of  Lower  Mataura  is  on 
the  west  side  of  these  hills,  and  consequently 
communication  with  Dunedin — above  a  hun- 
dred miles  distant  in  a  straight  line — is  both 
tedious  and  inconvenient.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  perfect  facility  of  communication  with  Inver- 
cargill  and  other  ports  on  the  coast  of  the  new 
province  gives  it  a  community  of  interest  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  new  province.  It  is  es- 
sentially an  integral  part  of  Murihiku,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  upon  what  rational  plea 
this  portion  of  the  southern  district  has  now 
been  separated  from  Murihiku.  It  is  undeni- 
able that,  if  the  people  of  the  Mataura  go  to 
transact  their  commercial  business  at  Inver- 
CEu:giU,  there  they  should  also  be  privileged  to 
do  their  legal  or  political  business." 
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The  map  which  nias  laid  upon  the  table  would 
enable  honourable  members  to  follow  the  de- 
scription. These,  then,  being  the  physical 
oharaoteristics,  the  Council  would  perceive 
that  the  district  east  of  Mataura  had  a  share 
in  ^the  geographical  unity  of  the  Province  of 
Sonthland ;  it  followed  that  it  should  have  also 
an  identity  of  commercial  interests  with  it :  and 
the  fact  was  really  so;  for  all  the  supplies  of 
the  settlers  were  obtained  from  thence,  and 
their  produce  sent  thither.  In  the  •xtiact  read 
it  was  stated  that  the  range  of  hills  east  of 
Mataura  were  covered  with  timber  for  about 
twenty  miles  inland  ;  and  along  that  distance 
from  the  coast  there  was  no  track ;  and  only  one 
track  leading  to  the  Molyneuz  crossed  those 
hills  at  a  point  nearer  to  the  coast  than  the 
mail-track,  which  was  about  thirty  miles  from 
the  coalst.  The  distance  from  Mataura  to  Dun- 
edin  was  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  to  a 
hundred  and  thirty  miles ;  whereas  the  distance 
from  Inveroargill  to  Mataura  was  about  twenty- 
five  miles.  No  produce  was  sent  nor  supplies 
obtained  from  Dunedin  in  any  but  exceptional 
cases.  The  only  objects  which  led  settlers  of 
Mataura  to  Dunedin  were  matters  of  business 
in  law-courts,  tho  Land  Office,  or  political 
business.  The  commercial  interests  of  the  dis- 
trict with  Dunodin,  then,  were  so  slight  that' 
they  could  not  be  fairly  said  to  be  represented 
there  ;  and  ho  thought  he  could  show  that  the 
political  interests  could  scarcely  be  considered 
to  be  much  better  represented.  Except  upon 
one  occasion,  he  believed  that  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago 
for  the  Clntha  District,  wh'ioh  included  the 
country  between  the  Kivers  Molyneux  and 
Mataura,  took  place  without  Reference  to  the 
electors  of  Mataura ;  indeed,  he  was  not  awaure 
of  more  than  a  single  instanoe — namely,  the 
election  of  the  present  Superintendent  of  Otago 
—of  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
that  district  in  which  any  of  the  electors  of 
Mataura  had  taken  a  part  r  and  so  it  could  not 
be  fairly  said  that  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Clutha  District  did  represent  the  opinions 
or  feelings  of  the  people  of  Mataura.  It  wasap- 
jMient  that  at  present  the  district  had  connec- 
tions more  or  less  intimate  with  two  centres  of 
activity — the  one  at  Invercargill,  which  was  the 
geographical  centre  for  the  east  side  of  the 
Mataura,  in  so  far  as  it  was  a  part  of  the  district 
and  the  same  place  was  also  the  centre  for  com- 
mercial and  colonizing  purposes ;  the  other,  at 
Donedin,  was  the  centre  politically,  and  in  no 
other  sense.  When  the  relative  advantages  to 
the  distxiq,t  of  those  were  compared,  it  was  cleat 
that  the  connection  w^th  that  point  at  which 
the  immigrants  arrived  and  from  which  they 
radiated  from  whence  all  the  necessaries  for 
domestic  use  were  obtained,  to  which  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  converged,  and  which  was 
the  usual  place  of  resort  to  conduct  the  ordinary 
business  of  a  settlei'a  life,  must  be  infinitely 
greater  than  any  connection  that  might  subsist 
with  the  political  centre,  which  conferred  few 
Advantages  upon  the  district  other  than  such  as 
might  be  derived  from  a  considerable  variety  of 
provincial  laws.  Another  petition  had  abo 
Hon.  Dr.  Uenties 


been  lud  npon  the  table  of  the  Council,  iriudi 
ptoyed  that  another  district  of  the  Provinoe  of 
Otago,  and  north  of  the  Province  of  Sonthland, 
might  be  joined  to  the  latter  provinoe.  It 
was'  a  pastoral  district  lying  between  Uia  Te 
Anau  and  Wakatipn  Lakes,  occupied  by  stodc- 
owners.  It  consisted  of  some  plain-country  nau 
the  former  lake,  several  mountains  and  -nHnji 
leading  to  this  plain  from  the  north,  and  a  laiga 
extent  of  lofty  and  barren  mountains.  Tht 
residents  there  had  no  easy  means  of  eoa- 
monioating  with  Dunedin  otherwise  than  bf 
crossing  the  Provinoe  of  Sonthland ;  and  tlu; 
had  been  subjected  to  great  inconvenioioa 
from  this  cause  under  the  working  of  da 
Diseased  Cattle  Act  and  Sheep  OrmnaseM. 
They  had  very  little  oonneotion  with  Dunedia 
further  than  the  necessary  business  traoBcted 
with  the  Territorial  Department :  they  had  bad 
no  other  alternative  than  to  transact  theii  bad- 
ness affairs  with  the  merchants  of  Soathland; 
and  their  interests  were  bound  up  with  thostof 
the  people  of  Southland.  The  oironoutaiwei 
afforded  a  good  illustration  of  the  rule  that  a  geo- 
graphical unit^  involves  an  identity  of  mateml 
interests ;  and  it  could  excite  no  snipriae  tkat 
those  residents,  conscioos  that  the  district  ms 
for  the  present  governed  by  a  distant  eon- 
munity,  which  had  few  interests  in  canunoB 
with  those  of  the  district,  wished  MaX  the  poB- 
tical  boundary  should  be  altered  so'as  to  ear- 
respond  more  nearly  to  that  which  nature  had 
determined.  The  country  extending  westwaidi 
from  the  Mataura  was  undulating  table-laad 
for  a  distance  of  about  forty  miles ;  the  Bluff 
was  situated  about  the  middle  of  its  ocast-list. 
There  are  great  facilities  for  constructing  oil- 
ways  from  this  point  to  the  interior  on  eiths 
hand,  the  engineering  difficulties  being  trifling 
and  materials  for  the  construction  abondaat 
and  near.  He  believed  that  railways  wmildk 
commenced  in  that  country  at  no  distant  dij; 
and  the  extension  of  a  line  to  the  eastwad 
would  draw  a  large  trade  from  the  whole  eooi. 
try  west  of  the  Molyneux.  Indeed,  alread; 
the  produce  from  a  large  tract  of  cotmtzy  o- 
tendmg  east  of  the  boundary  proposed  bj  tiiit 
Bill  came  to  Invercargill.  In  August,  16Si 
some  of  the  settlers  in  the  district  reffrnd  1^ 
near  the  Poumahaka  and  west  of  the  MoljriiBS^ 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  Provincial  Oonneil  cf 
Sonthland,  Requesting  that  a  rood  shoold  bi 
formed  as  far  as  a  crossing  high  up  ott  te 
Mataura,  the  boundary,  of  the  provinoe,  ass 
stating  their  intention  to  send  their  wool  to 
Invercargill  in  event  of  receiving  such  es- 
couragement.  The  Provincial  Council  agned 
to  the  request,  a  pcwsable  roed  was  formed,  aad 
before  the  end  of  summer  a  oonriderahla 
quantity  of  produce  was  sent  into  tiie  to«a 
from  that  district.  In  June,  1863,  soma  oftfci 
same  parties  applied  to  the  Provincial  Oovbb- 
ment  of  Sonthland,  '"i"'"g  for  some  further  s» 
oommodation  emd  convenience  at  the  MMama, 
in  order  to  make  that  place  a  atop  on  (beit 
journeys  with  produce  or  supplies  to  and  fom 
Invercargill.  The  district  referred  to  had  many 
interests  in  common  with  Southland,  but  tba 
resident*  in  it  objected  to  any  attempt  to  join  rt 
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to  Southland.  If  the  plans  of  the  late  Ministry 
with  reference  to  electric  telegraph  should  be 
canied  out,  it  would  probably  be  extended 
thioogh  the  line  of  country ;  and  then  its  natural 
oatlefr— the  BluS — would  rise  to  importance  as 
the  first  port  of  call  and  the  last  of  departure. 
Snch  a  course  as  that  which  he  bow  proposed 
was  not  without  precedent  in  the  legislation  of 
this  Assembly.  In  its  last  session  an  Act  was 
passed  to  alter  the  boundary  of  the  Provinces 
of  Canterbury  and  Otago,  after  it  had  been  a 
cause  of  discord  and  discussion  for  several 
years.  The  provinces  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  boundaries  as  proclaimed.  One  of  them 
lepadiated  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  Procla- 
mation, not  because  there  could  be  any  reason- 
able doubt  of  the  line  of  boundary  if  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  Proclamation  was  carried  out — 
any  surveyor  could  have  determined  the  line — 
bat  because  of  the  inconvenience  and  awkward- 
ness of  the  boundary  so  proclaimed.  At  length 
an  agreement  was  come  to,  and  the  line  was 
decided,  he  supposed,  upon  considerations  of 
geographical  and  commercial  interests.  It  cer- 
tainly was  in  accordance  with  an  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  the  beginning  of  1858  by  the  Chief 
Sar\'eyor  of  Otago,  Mr.  Thomson,  who  pointed 
oat  that  the  natural  outlet  of  the  countiy  south 
of  Ohaa  was  Oomaru,  a  port  of  Otago ;  whilst 
Timaru,  in  Canterbury,  was  the  natural  port  of 
the  country  north  of  Ohau.  The  natural  con- 
formation of  the  coimtry  in  this  case  decided 
the  direction  of  the  local  trade ;  and  the  lino  of 
boundary  declared  in  "The  Canterbury  and 
Ota^o  Boundary  Act,  1860,"  corresponded  with 
those  indications.  A  reapportionment  of  terri- 
torial debt  would  necessarily  follow  in  event  of 
this  Bill  becoming  law,  as  it  did  in  the  case 
above  referred  to.  He  would  refer  to  another 
matter  which  bo  had  omitted  to  mention.  In 
the  session  of  August,  1861,  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Southland,  whose  attention  had 
been  specially  called  to  the  subject  by  a  remark 
in  the  address  when  the  Council  was  opened, 
passed  a  resolution  that,  for  various  reasons 
stated,  the  member  of  Assembly  for  South- 
land shonld  be  requested  to  bring  a  Bill  before 
the  Assembly  to  the  effect  of  that  now  under 
consideration.  Indeed,  the  Bill  was  now  brought 
forward  in  consequence  of  the  public  expres- 
sion of  opinion  in  that  and  other  instances. 
In  a  circular  issued  by  the  late  Government  to 
provincial  authorities  requesting  information 
for  the  purpose  of  subdividing  the  country 
under  the  provisions  of  the  D  -dnition  of  Dis- 
tricts Act,  some  directions  were  given  with 
respect  to  the  manner  of  division  and  the  com- 
parative value  of  boundaries,  which  expressed 
the  some  views  which  he  held.  Such  a  ca.se  as 
he  had  attempted  to  describe  appeared  to  him 
to  be  one  of  those  which  demanded  the  inter- 
position of  the  Legislature  in  exercise  of  one  of 
its  most  important  functions — to  take  intp  con- 
sideration the  welfare  of  minor  districts,  to 
•Iter  and  amend  an  improper  boundary  when 
it  could  be  shown  that  such  an  alteration  was 
required  alike  by  consideration  of  the  physical 
features  of  the  country  and  the  material  in- 
teieetB  and  wishes  of  tho  people. 
1862— UH 


The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  thought  it  preci- 
pitate to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  altera- 
tion of  boundaries  of  provinces  in  this  sum- 
mary manner.  If  he  were  asked  why,  he  should 
say  that,  although  he  generally  coincided  with 
the  reasons  given  for  the  alteration  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  yet  the  Council  must  consider  the 
interests  of  the  Province  of  Otago.  Would  the 
Council,  without  some  intimation  from  that 
province,  proceed  to  alter  its  boundary-line? 
A  Bill  had  certainly  been  passed  in  a  former 
session  having  reference  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and  Otago: 
but  that  was  to  settle  disputes  between 
the  provinces  the  merits  of  which  had  beea 
ascertained ;  this  was  a  measure  to  separate 
a  portion  of  one  province  from  it,  and.  add 
it  to  another  province.  He  did  think  it 
was  neoessary  to  make  an  alteration  of  the 
boundary  of  the  Province  of  Southland ;  but  ha 
considered  the  present  Bill  would  have  to  be 
modified.  It  was  something  like  a  customer 
going  into  a  butoher's  shop  and  picking  out  the 
prime  joints  of  the  animal,  taking  the  best 
pieces,  and  leaving  the  shanks  and  rough  cuts. 
He  thought  his  honourable  friend  wanted  to  get 
hold  of  the  sirloin,  and  leave  the  coarse  pof- 
tions  to  the  adjoining  province.  If  he  obtained 
the  sirloin  he  must  be  content  to  accept  a  shin 
as  well.  The  boundary-line  of  the  Province  of 
Southland  should  bo  carried  to  the  West  Coaist — 
that  would  be  a  fair  line.  Although  he  did  not 
wish  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
Bill,  he  thought  the  Council  should  pause  and 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee.  He  could  not  at 
present  go  the  length  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  would  also  virish 
that  due  care  should  be  taken  before  this  Bill 
was  allowed  to  go  on.  Of  course  the  mover, 
the  Superintendent  of  his  province,  should  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  the  Bill,  and 
his  arguments  were  entitled  to  every  considera- 
tion ;  but  there  was  not  any  representative  of 
the  Province  of  Otago  present  in  the  Council. 
He  did  not  desire  in  any  way  to  oppose  this 
measure ;  but  the  proper  preliminary  steps 
should  be  adopted  to  give  the  Council  full  in- 
formation. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  rose  for  the 

Eurpose  of  supporting  this  Bill.  It  appeared  to 
im  that  the  people  of  the  province  had  them- 
selves expressed  their  desire  for  the  proposed 
alteration.  They  were  the  persons  who  were  the 
best  judges  of  what  was  desirable ;  and,  looking 
at  the  strong  case  presented  in  the  petitions,  he 
would  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  could  not  support 
the  second  reading.  Ho  should  like  to  hear 
both  sides.  If  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  in 
the  other  House  there  were  members  there  who 
would  probably  have  discussed  its  provisions. 
The  honourable  gentleman  (tho  Hon.  Dr.  Men- 
zies)  hod  spokon  very  fairly  and  had  made  out 
a  very  strong  case  ;  yet  he  would  prefer  further 
discussion  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  replied,  it  had  been 
his  intention  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion that  the  Bill  should  have  originated  in  the 
other  House ;  but  from  the  change  of  the  Minis.. 
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try,  and  the  weight  of  official  duties  which  had 
fallen  on  one  of  the  members  for  Otago,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  change  his  plans.  It  cleaurly 
W8ks  not  right  to  ask  a  Minister  to  introduce  a 
BiU  of  this  description,  which  was,  in  fact,  of 
ft  local  character,  and  on  which,  perhaps,  he 
and  his  colleagues  might  entertain  difierent 
opinions.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  was  not 
satisfied  because  there  had  not  been  any  peti- 
tions presented  from  Otago ;  but  he  would  re- 
mind the  honourable  gentleman  that  ample 
notice  had  been  given  to  the  public  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations.  There  was  the  petition 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  Governor  by 
the  Superintendent ;  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Southland  had  passed  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  himself  (Dr.  Menzies),  in  his  ad- 
dresses to  the  Provincial  Council  of  Southland 
in  September,  18G1,  and  January  last,  had  re- 
ferred to  it.  These  had  been  published  in  the 
provincial  Oaaeites,  and  noticed  in  the  public 
newspapers;  and,  further,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  before  this  Bill  could  become  law  it 
ibttst  be  considered  by  the  other  House ;  and 
that,  he  thought,  must  do  away  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston's  objection. 
The  Council  divided. 

Ayes,  8. 
Amey  Cutfield 

Baillie  Menzies 

Crawford  Richmond 

Noes,  i. 
Johnston  Russell,  H. 

Kenny  Sewell. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
xaents. 

JURIES  BILL. 
The  Juries  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
'Considered  in  Committee. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  remarked 
that  he  did  not  think  the  system  of  mixed 
juries  would  be  found  to  work  well. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  would  acknowledge 
that  the  introduction  of  mixed  juries  in  tUs 
colony  was  an  experiment — a  great  experiment 
— but  one  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  time  had 
come  when  it  should  be  tried.  It  was  purely 
•one  of  Native  policy,  and  referred  only  to  the 
trials  of  cases  in  which  Natives  alone,  or  Euro- 
peans on  one  side  and  Natives  on  the  other, 
were  concerned. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  had  no 
objection  that  the  experiment  should  be  tried. 
He  only  hoped  the  result  would  be  more  satis- 
factory than  he  anticipated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  did  not  think  a 
system  of  mixed  juries  would  work. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  adverted  to  the 
system  of  mixed  juries  in  India;  but  thought 
the  position  was  not  similar,  and  its  introduc- 
tion was  proposed  when  a  great  amount  of 
irritation  existed  between  the  two  itMses. 
Eon.  Dr.  Mentiea 


The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  thought  that, 
as  a  proposal  had  already  been  made  to  admit 
Natives  as  members  of  tiie  Council,  they  need 
not  be  very  particular  about  placing  them  oo 
juries. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  considered  Hat 
some  system  of  mixed  juries  had  become  an 
absolute  necessity:  the  time  had  certainly 
arrived  when  the  proper  administration  of 
justice  required  it.  He  might  be  thought 
peculiar  in  his  opinions,  but  he  would  go  so  hr 
as  to  say  that  he  should  be  very  glad  to  sea  tm 
or  three  Natives  whom  he  knew  admitted  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Council  with  taneai- 
ment. 

SUPREME  COURT  AMENDMENT  BILL 

(No.  2). 
The  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  Si 
was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee,   and   reported   tc    the    Council  milk 
amendment. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPRESENTATTVES. 
Wednesday,  ZOth  August,  1862. 


Lighthonses— Maori  Lexicon— TaranaM  Petition— 
OODStitation  of  Ministry  —  Abduction  —  Ki4> 
Protection  BUI. 


Mr.  Speaexb  took  the  chair  at  fire  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Colonial  Seei*- 
tary,  Whether  the  Government  intends  to 
move  in  this  session  for  any  Select  Committee 
to  take  evidence  and  report  upon  the  qaestica 
of  erecting  and  maintaining  lighthouses  ior 
facilitating  the  navigation  of  the  coasts  of  Xe* 
Zealand ;  and  what  provision  the  Govemmest 
proposes  to  make  generally  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  he  scarcely  kne* 
where  the  evidence  could  be  obtained  if  a  Cota- 
mittee  were  appointed.  The  Government  wobU 
not  oppose  the  appointment  of  such  a  Gcm- 
mittee  if  the  honourable  member  moved  for 
one.  It  would  be  better,  however,  not  to  take 
any  such  action  till  the  report  of  the  Sekel 
Committee  on  the  Marine  Boards  Bill  mt 
brought  up. 

MAORI  LEXICOH. 
Mr.  GOLENSO  asked  the  Colonial  Treasniet, 
Whether,  now  that  the  revenues  of  the  coIodt 
have  so  largely  and  unexpectedly  increased,  the 
Government  will  be  pleased  to  act  upon  there- 
solution  of  this  House  of  the  13th  August,  1861— 
namely,  "  That  it  is  highly  desirable,  as  soon  as 
the  finances  of  the  colony  will  permit,  that  a 
sum  of  money  be  devoted  for  toe  purpose  of 
commencing  a  standard  library  dictionary  or 
lexicon  of  the  Maori  language,"  which  lexicon 
is  now  the  more  requited  in  support  of  His  Ex- 
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cellency  Sir  George  Orey'a  scheme  of  Native 
policy?  He  believed,  or,  rather,  he  hoped,  the 
Qovenunent  would  consent  to  place  a  sufficient 
sum  on  the  estimates  to  meet  the  purpose  he 
hod  in  view ;  but  whether  that  amount  be  in  a 
small  annuij  vote  or  a  lump  soin  would  be  for 
the  Govenunent  to  determine.  He  had  stated 
last  year  in  his  place  in  the  House  that  he 
thooght  they  should  do  something  to  save  a  re- 
cord of  the  Polynesian  language — of  the  New 
Zealand  dialect  —  while  it  could  be  saved — a 
language  which  was  spoken  throughout  a  large 
area,  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  several  degrees 
north  of  the  equator,  to  New  Zealand,  and  to 
Easter  Island,  near  the  South  American  shores. 
And,  certainly,  if  it  was  desirable  philologically 
to  save  such  a  language,  this  Island,  this  colony 
—  being  the  largest,  most  wealthy,  and  most 
civilized — should  undertake  the  work.  They 
had  heard  much  conoezning  the  intellectuality 
•  of  the  Maori.  What,  he  asked,  would  so  greatly 
conduce  to  lead  on  the  aspiring  Maori  student 
seeking  to  become  acquainted  with  the  English 
Ungnage  —  remembering  their  very  retentive 
memories — than  a  good  Maori-Knglish  lexicon? 
Again,  such  would  be  found  a  most  efficient 
auxiliary  in  furthering  Sir  Oeorge  Grey's 
scheme  of  Native  policy,  aiding  his  many  new 
European  officers  and  Besident  Magistrates' 
Courts ;  although  such  a  work  could  not  possibly 
be  available,  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  regretted  to  say, 
lot  some  considerable  time.  Hence  he  had 
thought  it  unfortunate  that  it  was  not  agreed 
upon,  and  so  begun,  last  year.  He  hoped  the 
Government  and  the  House  would  be  liberal  in 
the  matter ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity,  as  he 
should  not  have  another,  of  informing  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  that  he  would  very  gladly  offer 
him  his  ideas  on  the  subject  before  he  left 
Wellington,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
accept  them. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  replied  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  place  a  sum  for  the  purpose 
on  this  year's  estimates.  There  would  be  plenty 
of  money  for  the  purpose  this  year,  as  well  as 
for  the  improvement  of  the  ifaori  Meatenger, 
out  of  the  votes  for  Native  purposes. 

TABANAKI  PETITION. 
,  Mr.  ATKINSON,  in  moving.  That  it  beaain- 
stmction  to  the  Committee  of  Supply  to  'Con- 
sider the  petition  of  the  Provincial  Council  and 
Superint^dent  of  Taranaki  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  paid, — Sir,  it  was  not  my  intention 
to  have  addressed  the  House  upon  this  sub- 
ject at  this  time,  but  to  have  reserved  my  re- 
marks until  the  question  came  to  be  considered 
in  Committee  of  Supply.  I  have,  however,  since 
thooght  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  House 
should,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  know  the 
grounds  upon  which  we  hope  to  induce  it  to 
consider  favourably  our  propositions.  I  will 
therefore  proceed  at  onoe  to  state  to  the  House 
what  those  grounds  are.  In  order  to  under- 
stand the  question  aright  it  will  be  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  time  when  the  late  war,  if  I  may 
80  call  it,  broke  out — in  fact,  we  must  go  even 
further  bacjc  still,  and  consider  the  wild  and 
lawless  state  the  ITatives  had  been  in  for  years 


in  the  Province  of  Taranaki.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  war  is  now  admitted  to  have 
been  an  Imperial  war — that  is,  a  war  for  Im- 
perial purposes,  a  war  to  assert  Her  Majesty's 
supremacy.  We  all  well  know  how  that  war 
commenced :  the  purchase  of  the  now- famous 
Teira's  block  of  land  at  Waitara  was  the  nominal 
cause,  the  real  question  being  whether  the  de- 
cision of  the  Governor  or  William  King  was  to 
be  carried  out.  I  am  not  going  to  say  whether 
the  Governor  or  William  King  was  right — I  will 
only  say  what  we  at  Taranaki  believed  and  do 
still  believe  to  this  day.  We,  sir,  knowing  as 
we  do  the  high  character  of  the  man  who  had 
to  investigate  the  title,  knowing  the  time  and 
patience  used  in  the  inquiry,  and,  above  all, 
knowing  the  Governor  and  the  simpleness  of 
his  heart — we  were  satisfied  that  his  decision 
was  right  :  that  is  what  we  believe.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  there  are  sincere  and  conscientious 
men  who  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion. 
They  may  be  right  and  we  wrong ;  or  we  may  be 
right  and  they  wrong  :  all  I  say  is,  that  we 
have  come  to  this  belief.  I  ask  that  no  more 
base  motives  may  be  attributed  to  us,  but 
that  those  who  differ  from  us  will  do  us  the 
justice  to  admit  that  we  have  acted  an  honest, 
although,  to  their  view,  a  mistaken  part.  The 
land  was  bought  and  ordered  to  be  surveyed ; 
then  came  the  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  Militia  was  em- 
bodied for  actual  service.  Here  is  the  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  House :  The  proclamation  of  mar- 
tial law  may  be  considered  an  Imperial  act, 
having  been  done  by  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive ;  but  the  calling-out  of  the  Militia  was 
under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  this  House. 
By  that  Act  the  whole  male  population  of 
Taranaki  was  embodied  in  a  MUitia,  placed 
under  the  Mutiny  Act  and  Articles  of  War,  and 
handed  over  to  the  absolute  control  of  the  com- 
mander of  Har  Majesty's  troops,  as  any  other 
regiment  of  regular  troops  would  have  been . 
had  they  come  into  the  province.  Now,  sir,  I 
miderstand  that  the  chief  object  and  duty  of  a 
local  Militia  is  the  defence  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  within  their 
oisteiot.  I  shall  presently  show  that  not  only 
were  we,  the  Taranaki  Militia,  not  allowed  to 
defend  our  property,  but  that  our  property- 
was  wantonly  destroyed  by  order  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities.  As  I  have  sud,  the  Militia- 
was  embodied  and  placed  absolutely  under  the 
control  of  Colonel  Gold.  As  soon  as  we  saw 
that  war  was  certain,  the  settlers  naturally 
thought  it  desirable  to  have  blockhouses  buiU 
in  the  country  districts  in  order  to  protect  pro- 
perty and  keep  the  enemy  in  check.  Colonel 
Gold  would  only  sanction  the  construction  of 
two^the  one  at  Omata,  the  other  at  Bell 
Block.  We  soon  found  that  these  were  not 
semctioned  with  any  idea  of  allowing  us  to  pro- 
tect our  property,  out  as  posts  of  observation 
only.  We  also,  after  the  war  had  continued 
for  a  month  or  two,  wished  to  export  our  stock, 
as  we  by  that  time  had  very  grave  misgivings 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  war  was  conducted. 
Oqc  large  &b«ep-ownec  brought  his  sheep  Ixt 
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town  in  oidei  to  ship  them  ;  but  was  refused 
permission  by  Colonel  Oold  on  the  ground  that 
they  might  be  wanted  in  the  place.  An  order 
was  then  issued  prohibiting  the  export  o{  either 
stock,  potatoes,  or  anything  of  that  class.  We 
thought  that  if  these  things  were  to  be  kept  in 
Taranaki  because  they  might  be  wanted  by 
Oolonel  Gold,  it  would  be  only  reasonable 
that  the  Commissariat  Department  should  buy 
them :  but,  no,  the  English  Commissariat,  being 
always,  if  possible,  supplied  by  contractors, 
would  not  buy ;  and  so  it  was  evidently  our  duty 
to  keep  our  stock  at  our  own  risk,  and  against 
our  own  wills,  until  Colonel  Gold  should  re- 
quire them  in  the  regular  course  of  business. 
We  were  not  allowed  to  export  even  a  cheese 
without  the  permission  of  the  military  authori- 
ties ;  and  yet  it  will  be  hardly  credited  by  this 
House  when  I  tell  it  that  Major-Oencral  Pratt 
ftt  a  subsequent  time  thought  it  his  duty  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  pro- 
vince, upbraiding  the  settlers  for  not  disposing 
of  their  stock,  as  it  was  impossible  to  clear  the 
country  of  the  enemy  as  long  as  unlimited 
supplies  of  food  could  be  obtained  by  them.  So 
that  by  Colonel  Gold  we  were  forbidden  to 
export  our  stock,  and  by  General  Pratt  abused 
for  not  doing  so.  Our  stock  therefore  had  to 
remain,  and  the  Maoris — having  the  free  run  of 
the  country  up  to  the  very  gates  of  the  town — 
took  what  they  pleased  ;  for  it  seems  it  was  no 
part  of  the  business  of  Colonel  Gold  or  of  Gene- 
ral Pratt  to  protect  our  property.  The  Militia 
was  told  that  the  first  duty  of  a  soldier  was  obe- 
dience, and  required  to  reduce  this  maxim 
to  practice  by  standing  patiently  by  and  seeing 
— ^yes,  seeing  with  their  own  eyes — their  houses 
burnt,  their  stock  driven  away  or  slaughtered 
before  their  faces.  The  Maoris  would  conie  to 
our  farms  close  round  the  town,  yoke  up  our 
bullocks,  fill  our  carts  with  our  potatoes,  and 
quietly  drive  to  where  they  chose  to  spend  the 
night.  All  this  could  be  seen,  not  only  from 
the  stockades,  but  from  the  town.  I  have  said 
that  the  stockades  were  only  considered  by 
the  authorities  as  posts  of  observation.  And, 
first,  with  regard  to  the  Omata  :  While  Major- 
General  Pratt  was  pushing  on  with  great 
vigour  that  renowned  sap  which  was  to  end 
by  the  utter  discomfiture  of  the  unfortunate 
William  King  and  his  friends  the  Waikatos, 
the  southern  Natives,  the  Ngatiruanui  and 
Taranaki,  encamped  on  Waireka  Hill,  distant 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Omata 
stockade — these  tribes,  feeling  satisfied  that 
their  friends  at  Waitara  were  qnite  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  very  wisely  turned  their 
attention  to  despoiling  the  enemy.  So  near 
were  they  to  the  stockade  that  you  could  see 
them  quite  distinctly  with  the  naked  eye.  With 
a  gloss  you  could  identify  men,  and  in  many 
coses  favourite  animals  were  seen  being  killed. 
On  one  occasion  a  Native  on  the  Waireka  Hill 
was  killed  by  a  rifle-shot  from  the  stockade. 
This  we  have  since  learned  from  communica- 
tion with  those  gentlemen  who  were  then  in 
arms  against  us.  These  Maoris  spread  them- 
eelves  over  the  country  in  small  bands  of  tens 
and  twenties,  and  collected  everything  they 
Mr.  Atkimon 


thought  worth  taking ;  and  in  no  instance  thst 
I  am  aware  of  weie  the  garrison  allowed  to 
interfere,  except  sub  rosa  by  the  captain;  but 
on  many  occasions  permiraion  was  refused  to 
persons,  both  from  the  town  cmd  the  Omata 
stockade,  who  were  anxious  to  go  out  to  secure 
their  property.    The  same  thing  went  on  at 
Bell  Block.    One  day  a  lady  and  a  little  boy— a 
Maori  lady  I   mean — came  down  and  drove 
away  a  small  flock  of  sheep — a  very  chraoe 
flock,  a  flock  upon  which  the  owner  had  sprait 
much  time  and  money.     An  escort  went  that 
day  from  town  to  the  Bell  Block  with  provi- 
sions.   I  happened  to  be  on  that  escort,  and 
mj'self  saw  tbo  sheep  then  in  the  enemy'i 
coimtry,  on  their  road  to  Mataitawa.    But,  aa 
the  blockhouse  was  only  a  post  of  observa&m, 
no  one  was  allowed  to  meddle  with  the  lady 
and  littlo  boy  ;  the  duty  of  the  escort  was  only 
to  take  provisions  to  the  blockhouse — it,  of 
course,  could  not  interfere.    These   ate  not 
single  instances — I  could  produce  any  nnmbw 
of   them  ;  in  fact,  I  have  seen  things  oceor 
during  the  war  which  I  con  now  scarcely  beUeve 
happened.    I  do  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
that,   long  before   any   of  the  houses  of  tte 
settlers  were  destroyed.  Colonel  Gold  was  asked 
to  allow  a  body  of   settlers  to  volunteer  and 
to  go  and  live   in  the  country,  pcM.'ting  from 
house   to  house,   and  so  keeping  the  cons- 
try    open.      This    proposition    was     refused. 
It  was   treated    by   Colonel   Gold   as   thoagh 
a  favour  was  being  asked.     I  have  said  that  not 
only  was  our  property  not  protected  from  the 
enemy,  but  that  it  was  wantonly  destroyed  by 
the  military  authorities.    After  the  war  had 
continued  for  some  time,  it  was  found  oat  thst 
the  town  was  quite  unsafe,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  trenched  and  palisaded 
round.    Most  honouroble  members  have  seea 
how  that  was  done — how  secure  the  town  w» 
made  by  the  fotmidablo  palisading  put  loimi 
it.    When  it  was  done  we  felt,  of  course,  quite 
safe  within  the  lines :  the  fence  that  we  pntsp 
no  Maori  who  had  only  been  used  to  the  miser- 
able palings  of  his  own  pa  would  ever  think  of 
attempting.    To  the  settler  it  seemed  that  th» 
stuff  for  this  work  should  be  got  from  the  bosh, 
which  was  within  two  miles  of  the  town ;  bat 
in  those  days  trees  were  very  dangerous  tiiinp, 
and  so  all  the  fences  round  aboat  and  in  tbe 
tovm    were   taken   for  the  purpose,  and  our 
defences  were  made   of  flimsy    fencing-rails, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent.    By  this  exceeding 
act  of  folly  the  whole  of   our   gardens  wen 
destroyed — not  a  vegetable  conld  be  grown  or  a 
cow  kept.     This,  to  my  mind,  was  one  <d  the 
causes  of  the  great  mortality  that  our  pocff 
children  suffered.    An  agricultural  populaocm, 
used   to  an  unlimited  supply  of  milk,  butter, 
and  vegetables,  was  suddenly  shut  up  in  the 
town  and  deprived  of  articles  which  habit  made 
necessary  to  their  health  ;  and  all  this  might 
have  been  easily  avoided  had  the  Commander 
of   tho   Forces   possessed    only    on    ordinary 
capacity  for  his  office.    But,  not  content  with 
this,  our  chnzohyard  was  taken  and   turned 
into  a  stockyard  for  the  Commissariat  bollocks. 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  consider  that  d» 
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«oeasi(m  can  atiae  when  it  may  be  tight  to  use 
ft  chnich  foe  toy  other  object  than  that  foi 
wtuoh  it  was  biult ;  bat  I  do  say  that  snoh  a 
wanton  disxegaid  as  was  heie  shown,  without 
tiie  least  excuse,  to  the  most  sacred  feelings  of 
OUT  nature  should  not  pass  without  the  most 
severe  censure.  Such  was  the  treatment  to 
which  we  were  subjected  by  those  who  were 
placed  over  us  to  enforce  the  law.  We  were 
few  and  powerless.  We  could  not  even  raise  our 
Toices ;  for,  as  I  have  said  before,  we  were  not 
only  under  martial  law,  but  under  the  Mutiny 
Act  and  Articles  of  War.  I  submit  that  I  have 
here  shown  good  grounds  upon  which  I  might 
ask  this  House  for  compensation ;  but  this  is 
Aot  aU :  this  House,  not  content  with  handing 
over  the  whole  nutle  population  of  Taranaki, 
bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  military  com- 
mander, after  all  that  which  I  have  described, 
passed  an  Act  of  Indemnity,  thereby  taking 
upon  itself  to  say  that  what  had  been  done  was 
light  and  necessary  for  the  publio  service,  and 
in  so  tax  identified  itself  with  those  acts.  I  say 
tiiat,  if  this  House  hands  over  to  the  absolute 
oonteol  of  a  military  commander  any  part  of 
the  population  of  these  islands  without  their 
consent,  and  for  either  Imperial  or  colonial 
objects,  those  people  have  a  perfect  right  to 
come  to  the  House  and  ask  for  a  most  liberal 
consideration  of  the  sufierings  and  losses  that 
follow.  But  I  am  not  even  going  to  ask  this 
House  for  the  pecuniary  compensation  that  it 
might  give  us.  Of  course,  no  monef  can  pos- 
sibly compensate  us  for  what  we  have  lost  and 
gone  through.  No  money  can  replace  houses 
which  we  had  built,  trees  that  we  had  planted, 
and  gardens  that  we  had  made  with  our  own 
hands ;  but,  above  all,  nothing  can  restore  to 
us  those  who  have  been  taken  during  this  war. 
The  places  filled  by  our  friends  and  children 
must  for  ever  remain  blank.  But  I  am  not 
asking  this  House  for  compensation.  We — 
paradoxical  as  it  may  appear — gave  ourselves 
oreely,  although  we  were  under  compulsion,  to 
the  work  the  colony  set  us  to.  We  put  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and,  I  believe,  quitted 
ourselves  as  men.  We  are  crippled  and  ruined, 
and  we  come  to  this  House  and  say,  Qive  us 
help.  We  are  willing  and  anxious  to  do  all  that 
we  can  for  ourselves.  We  say;  Lend  us  this 
money  without  interest  in  order  to  set  us  upon 
our  legs  again.  We  are  willing  to  be  bound  in 
any  way  that  you  like  or  think  fair  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  principal.  I  say  that  not  only 
IS  the  proposition  of  the  memorialists  fair  and 
reasonable — ^not  only  will  it,  if  granted,  be  a 
great  boon  to  them,  but  it  will  be  the  best  and 
most  economical  arrangement  for  the  country. 
The  settler,  if  not  helped  in  some  such  way  as 
is  here  proposed,  or  kept  almost  entirely  by  the 
Government,  must,  in  a  very  short  time,  leave 
the  province.  When  I  think  of  the  position  of 
almost  the  whole  of  the  people  of  Taranaki — 
when  I  hear,  as  I  have  lately  heard  in  letters 
from  that  province,  that  men  who  have  till  now 
straggled  manfully  on,  and  supported  their 
families  without  Government  aid — when  I  hear 
-  that  these  men  are  not  only  coming,  but  have 
«etaiUly  applied  for  Oovemme&t  aid— when  I 


think  to  what  a  strait  these  men  must  have 
been  driven  before  they  would  come  and  ask 
for  a  shilling  a  day  to  support  their  wives,  I  do 
almost  lose  heart.  As  in  most  other  provinces, 
■o  in  Taranaki,  a  great  many  of  the  farms  ar* 
mortgaged,  and  the  interest  is  running  on, 
without,  of  course,  any  means  of  meeting  it. 
Honourable  members  have,  I  have  no  doubt,  at 
some  time  in  their  livesj  known  what  pecuniary 
difficulties  are,  and  have  known  the  distress 
it  causes  to  an  honourable  mind  when  a  man 
is,  through  circumstances,  unable  to  meet  his 
engagements:  if  honourable  gentlemen  will 
consider  this,  and  add  to  it  all  the  other  things 
we  have  had  to  go  through  for  the  last  two  and 
a  half  years,  they  will  then  be  able  to  under- 
stand the  wear  and  tear  of  body  and  mind  that 
we  have  suffered.  I  do  believe  that  were  this 
House  to  grant  what  is  asked  a  very  great 
weight  would  be  taken  ofi  the  Taranaki  people. 
I  tun  satisfied  that  by  granting  what  is  asked 
you  have  the  best  chance  of  keeping  the  Tara- 
naki people  in  that  province.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  open  land  round  about  the  town  that 
might,  and  I  believe  would,  be  safely  and  pro- 
fitably cultivated.  The  late  Colonial  Secretary 
said  in  his  place  in  this  House  that  Taranaki 
must  be  treated  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the 
colony — that  is,  that  whatever  we  do  there 
must  be  done  with  a  due  consideration  as  to 
the  eSect  it  will  produce  upon  the  rest  of  the 
colony.  I  accept  this  position — I  say  it  would 
be  very  wrong  to  plunge  the  country  into  a 
general  war  if  we  can  avoid  it ;  but  I  also  say 
that  if  we  are  to  be  kept  out  of  lands  that  we 
have  bought  of  the  Crown-^if  our  property  is 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Natives,  and  the 
progress  of  a  province  to  be  stopped  for  colonial 
objects — then  I  say  that  we  have  a  right  to 
come  to  this  House  for  compensation.  I  should 
not  have  said  anything  about  the  tone  of  the 
memorial  had  not  the  Native  Minister  made 
some  remarks  upon  it.  I  may  state  that  had  I 
had  to  write  that  memorial  I  should  certainly 
not  have  drawn  it  in  the  same  iorm, ;  but  I 
must  also  state  that  after  I  heard  the  Go- 
vernor's Speech  upon  opening  this  House  I  felt 
exactly  as  the  memorialists  evidently  do.  I 
may  here  say  that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  late 
Government  mesint  to  do  nothing  for  us,  or  that 
all  mention  of  us  in  the  Speech  was  omitted 
from  want  of  feeling  for  us.  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  talking  with  the  late  Colonial  Secre- 
tary on  the  subject,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
was  not  with  any  idea  of  slighting  us  that  no 
mention  was  made  of  TaransJci  in  the  Speech ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
really  sympathized  with  as.  -That  omission  I 
believe  to  have  been  a  great  mistake,  and  one 
which  I  very  much  regret.  But  we  must  con- 
sider, on  reading  this  memorial,  what  the 
writers  knew  about  the  state  of  affairs.  Go- 
vernor Sir  George  Grey  has  been  nearly  one 
year  in  New  Zealand;  yet  the  only  communica- 
tion we  have  had  bam.  him  was  his  answer  to 
our  address  upon  his  arrival  in  the  colony.  No 
Minister  had  been  t«  us,  or  given  us  any  en- 
couragement or  any  grounds  for  hope  tl^t  onx 
ttonbles  were  being  considered  by  those  ia 
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|iower ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  knew  that 
>t  was  unsafe  to  return  to  our  farms,  that  our 
property  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels, 
that  a  large  bloclc  o{  our  land  was  olaim£d  and 
held  by  the  Natives  as  theirs  by  the  right  of 
conquest,  that  we  were  forbidden  by  the  Maoris 
to  make  a  road  upon  our  own  land  within  six 
miles  of  the  town,  and  that  they  were  consi- 
dering whether  they  would  not  cut  a  line  close 
behind  the  town,  and  forbid  any  one  under  pain 
of  death  from  crossing  it.  Can  it  be  wondered 
at  that,  with  this  state  of  things,  which  has  now 
lasted  more  than  two  years,  men  should  become 
angry,  and  write  as  the  memorialists  have  dona  ? 
I,  for  one,  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  tone  of 
that  memorial.  Before  I  sit  down  I  will  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  relations  subsisting  between 
the  two  races  in  these  islands.  I  say  that  the 
Maoris  have  uniformly  been  treated  by  the  set- 
tlers with  kindness  and  forbearance;  that  no 
two  people  ever  came  in  contact  before  in  any 
part  of  the  world  between  whom  a  better  feeling 
existed.  I  deny  most  emphatically  that  even  in 
Taranaki,  after  all  that  we  have  sufiered  at  the 
hands  of  the  Maoris,  feelings  such  as  are  attri- 
buted to  the  settlers  by  the  Bev.  Canon  Stowell 
ever  had  any  existence.  As  has  been  well  said, 
the  only  apparent  object  in  making  those  state- 
ments was  the  desire  to  make  a  smart  speech. 
The  Bev.  Canon  Stowell  has  been  written  to 
upon  the  subject,  and  has  refused  to  withdraw 
the  charges  he  made — has  dared  to  say  that 
his  assertions  are  borne  out  by  letters  and  books 
from  the  colony;  and  quotes,  among  others,  the 
I«te  Colonial  Secretary  (Mr.  Fox)  as  one  of  his 
authorities,  who  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  very 
soon  undeceive  the  reverend  gentleman  npon 
the  matter.  At  Taranaki,  at  this  present  time, 
many  of  the  men  who  have  been  in  arms  against 
us  may  be  seen  in  the  town,  and  with  those  they 
know  thejr  talk  freely  of  the  incidents  of  the 
war ;  and  in  two  instances,  to  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  they  have  told  the  settlers,  laughing, 
when  and  where  they  had  had  shots  at  them. 
This  is  hardly  like  the  "  hewing-down  and  cut- 
ting-up  "  described  in  the  Bev.  Canon  Stowell's 
speech.  I  will  now  refer  to  a  pastoral  letter 
which  a  Bight  Beverend  father  in  Qod,  the 
Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  thought  it  his  duty  to 
address  to  the  people  of  Taranaki  some  years 
ago,  and  which  might  seem  to  justify  to  some 
extent  the  views  of  the  Beverend  Canon.  In 
that  letter  the  Bight  Beverend  father  made 
some  insinuations  about  Naboth's  vineyard, 
'  and  hinted  that  we  desired  to  possess  ourselves 
of  other  men's  lands.  Those  aspersions  have, 
as  far  as  I  know,  never  been  withdrawn. 
Whether  the  Bight  Beverend  prelate  still 
believes  them  I  do  not  know ;  but.  Sir,  I  do 
know  this:  that  all  through  the  most  trying 
times  of  the  war  the  people  of  Taranaki  never 
saw  his  Ijordship,  never  received  one  word  to 
comfort  and  strengthen  them.  I  say,  for  one — 
and  I  speak  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
which  his  Lordship  is  the  head — I  most  deeply 
regret  this,  not  only  on  account  of  my  own 
'  church,  but  on  account  of  religion  in  general. 
'  'When  I  think  of  these  aoonsations  against  the 
.settlers,  and  view  the  advice  that  has  been 
Mr.  Atkimon 


given  to  the  Natives  in  many  instances,  I  am 
reminded  of  another  passage  of  Scziptore.  I 
renfemhet  the  unprofitable  servant  in  the 
parable.  The  one  talent  of  the  Maori  is  the 
land — the  talent  which,  if  properly  used,  might 
civilize  emd  save  him.  And  this,  his  only 
talent,  he  has  been  recommended  to  shut  np— 
to  bury,  as  it  were,  in  the  earth.  I  trust  Uiat 
the  doom  of  the  unprofitable  servant  has  iu>t 
yet  been  pronounced — that  there  is  yet  time  to 
avert  that  doom — tiiat  the  action  to  be  takes 
by  this  House  this  session  may  be  yet  in  time 
to  save  the  Maori  from  himself ;  bnt,  if  not-nf 
it  be  too  late — then  I  say  that  most  of  the  blame 
must  and  will  be  on  those  who  counselled  tha 
burying  of  his  talent.  • 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  felt  it  a  great  honour  to 
be  asked  to  second  this  motion.  After  hear- 
ing the  speech  of  the  honourable  member,  thej 
could  not  but  wonder  that  such  things  had 
happened  in  our  own  time,  and  wonder  even 
more  at  the  great  modesty  with  which  the 
people  of  Tarajiaki  put  forward  their  claims. 
Strictly  speaking,  this  was  a  claim  against  tin 
Mother-country.  The  House  was  in  this  posi- 
tion :  not  that  it  had  a  legal  claim  made  upon 
it,  but  it  had  an  honourable  claim  made  upon 
it.  He  thought  the  request  was  an  exceed- 
ingly moderate  one — that  this  question  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Supply ;  and  hs 
believed  it  would  be  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  WATT  moved.  That  this  debate  be  nam 
adjourned  until  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Watfft  motion  withdrawn. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  MINISTBY. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving.  That,  before  proceeding 
further  with  the  business  of  the  session,  it  is 
expedient  that  this  House  should  have  men 
information  m  to  the  composition  of  the  Minis- 
try, particularly  in  reference  to  the  offices  of 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Attorney  -  Cteneral,  and 
Postmaster-Oeneial ;  and  also,  that  fall  in- 
formation should  be  given  to  it  by  the  Govani- 
ment  as  to  the  particular  plan  or  scheme  ob 
which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  frontier  settle- 
ments, for  which  purpose  the  Government  has 
intimated  its  intention  of  asking  this  Hoasi 
to  authorize  the  raising  of  a  loan  of  one  millico 
pounds  sterling — said  that,  in  tabling  the  pts- 
sent  motion,  he  had  no  intention  to  propon 
any  vote  of  want  of  confidence  or  censure  on 
the  Ministry — his  only  object  was  to  obtain 
information  on  the  points  involved  in  it.  And 
though  he,  of  course,  would  not  excite  tha 
virtuous  indignation  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber representing  the  head  of  the  Government 
by  saying  that  he  was  afraid  that  if  he  simply 
put  questions  to  the  Ministry  they  would  evade 
a  reply,  yet  experience  had  taught  him  that  be 
would  probably  get  such  a  mere  oategorioal 
answer  as  would  convey  no  information  at  alL 
By  embodying  his  qnestions  in  a  motion,  h« 
hoped  to  be  able  to  extract  some  definite  re- 
plies ;  and,  at  all  events,  if  the  answers  wese 
evasive,  he  would  be  able  to  comment  npon 
them.  He  begged  to  disolaum  the  smallest  ia- 
tention  of  throwing  any  diffioultieB  in  (ha  wt^ 
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of  the  QOTermnent.  The  man  mnst  be  a  fit 
tenant  for  a  lunatic  asylum  who,  at  this  mo- 
ment, would  do  anything  to  impede  the  suc- 
cess of  Sir  (Jeorge  Grey's  plans  for  solving  the 
difficnlties  of  the  present  crisis ;  but  he  con- 
eeired  that  nothing  could  more  impede  their 
tacoess,  nothing  more  contribute  to  embarrass 
His  Ezcellouoy,  than  that  ho  should  be  advised 
by  so  ill-organized  and  nnconstitutional  a  frag- 
ment of  a  Ministry  as  he  saw  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  The  honourable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  had  on  a  previous  occasion, 
when  announcing  his  Ministry  to  the  House, 
informed  it  that  he  hoped  to  secure  the  services 
of  an  Auckland  man  as  Treasurer ;  and  he 
(Ur.  Fox)  was  afraid  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber bad  been  trading  on  the  name  of  his  late 
colleague,  Mr.  Wood.  A  fortnight,  however, 
bad  now  elapsed,  and  the  Treasury  was  still 
held  tn  commendam  with  the  Native  Ministry — 
a  combination  of  offices  quite  incompatible, 
and  which  no  man,  if  he  had  the  shoulders  of 
Atlas  and  the  muscle  of  Hercules,  could  satis- 
factorily fill.  The  laboured  Financial  State' 
ment  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
most  have  satisfied  the  House  that  it  was  quite 
beyond  his  power  to  execute  the  onerous  duties 
of  both  offices  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Colonial 
Secretory  would  not  any  longer  defer  what  was 
essential  to  the  very  existence  of  his  Ministry. 
Then,  the  position  of  the  Attorney-General  was 
most  unsatisfactory.  The  honcrurable  mem- 
ber bad  been  accidentally  but  most  happily 
designated  "the  Attorney-General  for  Otaga;" 
and  it  appeared  that  as  soon  as  the  session  was 
over  he  was  to  resign  his  office  and  return  to 
that  province.  The  House  ought  to  be  informed 
who  was  intended  to  supply  his  place — a  place, 
at  the  present  crisis,  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  involving  the  most  serious  considerations. 
Then,  it  weis  generally  circulated  ont-of-doors 
that  the  Postmaster-General  had  announced 
himself  unable  to  stand  the  enervating  climate 
of  Auckland,  and  would  retire  from  the  Minis- 
try the  moment  that  it  returned  to  that  place. 
Bat,  supposing  that  these  offices  were  perma- 
nently filled,  and  not  merely  temporarily,  the 
Mmistry  exhibited  a  most  one-sided  construc- 
tion, being  absolutely  without  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Korthem  Island.  I  beg  pardon. 
Sir,  there  is  a  small  amount  of  Northern  Island 
element  in  the  Ministry.  I  had  forgotten  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  Bast. 
But  wo  do  not  accept  him  as  a  sufficient  repre- 
sentative of  the  Northern  Island.  His  position 
in  this  Hoose  as  a  public  man  does  not  entitle 
him  to  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  a  sufficient 
representative  of  Northern  Island  interests. 
Every  one  remembers  the  story  of  the  London 
fop  entering  his  club  and  calling  to  the  waiter, 
"  Bring  me  a  beefsteak,  and  rub  the  plate  with 
a  shalot.''  This  is  exactly  what  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  done — ^he  has  served  up  to  His 
Gxcelleucy  a  Middle  Island  Ministry,  and  to 
give  it  a  smack  of  the  Northern  Island  he  has 
just  rubbed  his  plate  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  East.  But  this  is 
-  not  enough.  We  Northern  Island  men  demand 
a  fiavont  more  appreciable  than  what  might  be 


mistaken  for  the  taste  of  a  dirty  knife.  Before 
the  House  can  have  confidence  in  the  Ministry, 
the  Northern  Island  must  be  properly  repre- 
sented in  it,  whioh  no  one  can  say  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. But  there  is  another  direction  also  on 
wliicli  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  the 
honourable  member  to  strengthen  his  position. 
I  consider  it  a  most  unfortunate  thing  that,  at 
this  crisis,  when  the  eyes  of  the  Natives  are 
upon  us,  men  in  whom  they  have  confidence, 
grounded  on  their  antecedents,  should  be  dis- 
placed, and  that  there  should  be  put  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  a  gentleman  who,  if 
not  one  of  the  loudest,  was  one  of  the  staunchest 
supporters  of  Governor  Browne's  policy  and  of 
the  old  war  party,  and  who  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  spcuc  of  the  Natives  in  this  House  in 
language  the  most  opprobrious  and  ofiensive — 
language  which  must  have  reached  their  ears  and 
created  feelings  of  irritation  not  likely  to  be  easily 
allayed.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  very 
great  apprehension  and  alarm  exists  in  the 
Native  mind  on  this  subject — that  they  dread 
a  reversal  of  the  pacific  policy  of  the  lata 
Government,  and  a  retun)  to  the  policy  of  the 
sword,  of  which  the  honourable  member  has 
so  long  been  a  supporter.  But  the  honourable 
member  tells  us  that  all  that  is  changed — that 
a  magio  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
has  worked  his  conversion — that,  having  been 
informed  that  war  will  not  be  countenanced  by 
the  Homo  Government,  he  is  now  prepared  to 
support  pacific  measures.  Well,  sudden  con- 
versions are  not  without  precedent.  I  remem- 
ber a  friend  of  mine  who  used  to  relate  that» 
travelling  once  in  Yorkshire,  he  asked  a  host- 
ler at  an  inn  where  he  stopped,  "What  sort 
of  dog  do  you  call  that?"  "Why,  sir,"  the 
man  replied,  "  he  were  a  mastiff,  and  we  used 
to  call  him  Lion ;  but  master  has  cut  his  ears, 
and  his  tail  and  made  a  greyhound  of  him,  and 
now  we  call  him  Fly."  I  am  afraid  that  grey- 
hound would  catch  few  hares  ;  and  I  fear  the 
Natives  will  be  little  inclined  to  trust  the  sin- 
cerity of  one  whose  name  they  have  only 
known  in  connexion  with  snch  unprepossessing 
antecedents.  It  may  be  that  the  names  of  the 
honourable  members  Mr.  Dillon  Bell  and  Mr. 
Mantell  may  counterbalance  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Gcvemment ;  but, 
as  Mr.  Mantell  is  not  likely  to  retain  office,  I  do 
earnestly  press  on  the  honourable  member  to 
find  some  coadjutor  whose  known  friendliness 
to  the  Native  race  may  redeem  his  Ministry 
from   the   imputation  \mdor   which  his   own 

Eresence  in  it  may  cause  it  to  labour.  [The 
onourable  member  then  proceeded  to  comment 
on  the  proposition  of  the  Ministry  to  raise  a 
loan  of  a  milUon  sterling,  to  be  expended  in 
establishing  frontier  settlements  consisting  ex- 
clusively or  almost  exclusively  of  men ;  and 
requested  that  the  Ministry  would  lose  no  time 
in  giving  to  the  House  and  the  country  further 
information  on  a  subject  which  had  created 
such  surprise  generally,  and  in  some  quarters 
such  consternation  and  alarm.] 

Mr.  DOMETT  admitted  that  the  Ministry 
was  not  exactly  such  as  he  wished;  but  he 
thought  that  the  weight  of  the  two  offices  of 
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Colonial  Treasurer  and  Native  Minister  would 
not  so  completely  overburden  the  honourable 
geutlrman  who  held  them  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Kangitikei  seemed  to  think.    If  he 
could  accomplish  the  duties  of  the  two  offices 
in  this  House,  there  was  not  much  fear  that 
the  outside  duties  would  be  too  much  for  him. 
With  respect  to  the'  Attorney-Generalship,  a 
motion  on  the  Order  Paper  showed  that  the 
House  had  not  made  up  its  mind  with  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  that  office,  and  therefore 
he  might  be  excused  from  not  having  made 
permanent  arrangements  respecting  it.     He- 
did  not  pretend  absolutely  to  know  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Postmaster-General.     The  other 
honourable  member  was  one  that  gave  more 
satisfaction  to  the  country  than  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  seemed  to  imagine. 
He  could  not  say  that  that  honourable  member 
fully  represented  the  Northern  Island ;  but  they 
need  not  consider  every  member  as  taking  a 
narrow  view,  confined  to  his  own  local  interests. 
The  Ministry  was  confessedly  shorthandud ;  but 
two  offices  had  been  held  by  one  honourable 
member  several  times  without  any  great  incon- 
venience.   They  hod  all  heard  of  ihe  man  who, 
on  being  told  that  he  hod  a  very  bad  cough, 
said,  "  1  am  very  sorry,  sir ;  but  it  is  the  best  I 
have  got."    He  was  very  sorry  that  honourable 
members  did  not  like  his  Ministry ;  but  it  was 
the  best  he  had  got,  and  he  was  afraid  it  was 
the  best  ilinistry  the  House  had  got.    He  did 
not  allude  to  abilitv,  but  to  the  fact  that  none 
of  the  leaders  of  the  House  had  been  able  to 
form  a  Ministry ;  and  if  the  House  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  Ministry,  he  saw  no  alternative 
but  a  dissolution,  a  course  which  he  should  be 
sorry  should  be  necessary,  as  it  would  be  very 
detrimental   to   the   business   of  the  country. 
The   honourable  member  for  Rangitike    must 
have  a  singular  idea  of  the  Maoris  and  their 
habits  of  judging.    What  the  honourable  mem- . 
ber  had  said  about  the  effect  upon  the  Maori 
mind  was  all   moonshine.      The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace,  who  had  at  least  as  much 
experience  as  the  member  for  Rangitikei,  would 
tell  them  there  need  be  no  fear  on  that  score. 
He  himself  had  always  been  willing  to  offer 
every  measure  of  conciliation  to  the  Maoris; 
but  desired  at  the  same  time  to  show  that,  if 
necessary,  we  were  prepared  to  take  the  other 
course.    He   remembered  a  time,  when  they 
both  lived  at   Nelson,  when   the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei  was  more  warlike  in  his 
sentiments  than  himself  (Mr.  Domett).     In  re- 
ference to  the  colonization  scheme,  the  notion 
was  not  the  present  Ministry's  own,  but  Sir 
George  Grey's.    This  was  not  the  time  to  go 
into  the  details  of  it ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  before  the  close  of  the 
session  which  would  give  the  House  an  idea  of 
the  plan.     With  respect  to  the  motion,  which 
was,  after  all,  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  the 
Ministry  was  quite  willing  to  receive  an  acces- 
sion of  strength  if  any  honourable   member 
would  give  it.    The  colleagues  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  had  refused  todo  so. 
The  offer  was  still  <n>en. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD  thought  the   speeches 
Mr.  Domett 


just  mode  proved  that  there  was  no  real  reaaoa 
why  the  two  honourable  members  (Mr.  Domett 
and  Mr.  Fox)  should  not  sit  U^ether  on  the 
some  bench  ;  and  referred  to  the  responsibility 
resolutions  as  an  additional  proof.  He  believed 
the  country  was  in  such  a  state  at  the  pment 
moment  that  if  any  man  could  do  it  any  good 
by  taking  part  in  the  Government,  it  was  hi> 
paramount  duty  not  to  allow  any  party  reuom 
or  questions  of  dignity  to  prevent  it.  He  eir- 
nestly  advised  the  honourable  member  lot 
Rangitikei  to  throw  aside  the  question  U 
Premiership,  and  accept,  with  others  of  the  i^ 
Ministry,  the  offers  made  to  them  by  the  Cok>- 
nial  Secretarv. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  conceived  the  nature  of  the 
tender  made  was  not  an  inntation  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  to  uwept 
office  in  the  Ministry.  It  appeared  to  him  tbe 
very  reverse  of  that.  Referring  to  the  hoDoni- 
able  member  for  Kllesmere,  he  said  that  the 
conduct  of  that  gentleman  was  such  that  if  he 
were  again  asked  by  His  Excellency  to  reom- 
mend  a  Ministry  he  should  not  feel  that  be 
would  be  absolutely  right  in  proposing  the 
name  of  the  honourable  member  for  EUcsmete. 
Mr.  DOMETT  said  his  honourable  coU^giu 
for  Nelson  City  had  rightly  interpreted  his  re- 
marks. He  h<td  merely  stated  that  he  ioA 
asked  the  members  of  the  other  Govemmeiit 
to  join,  and  the  offer  was  still  open;  excqit 
that,  with  regard  to  the  honourable  memba 
for  Rangitikei,  that  gentleman  hod  givcnafiul 
anHwSV  which  precluded  all  further  uegotiatiofl. 
Mr.  MOORHOUSE  expressed  the  gratifies. 
tion  he  felt  at  seeing,  a  few  moments  igo,  a 
chance  of  paltry  political  differences  'baaf 
sunk  in  the  desire  to  fill  up  a  gap  that  bad 
been  seriously  felt.  He  reguded  the  hoooar- 
able  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafionl)  u 
the  destroyer  of  this  spirit.  The  country  tooU 
derive  the  greatest  advantages  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  would  enter  she 
Ministry  without  standing  upon  dignity;  and 
he  did  not  see  any  difficulties  in  the  way.  The 
wants  felt  by  the  country  might  be  fully  to]'- 
plied  by  the  Opposition  benches.  They  vuki 
a  Treasurer  ;  and  a  Treasurer  might  well  k 
found  there,  and  a  political  leader  too.  The 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  ought  to 
offer  his  services  to  the  other  side,  and  take  a 
secondary  position ;  and  there  was  an  oppotts- 
nity  now  for  on  individual  in  a  secoodii; 
position  to  take  the  major  share  of  credit 
Who  so  fitted  sls  the  honourable  member  fer 
Rangitikei  to  fill  the  Native  Department? 

Mr.  DILLON  BFJ.iL  assured  the  honooaAk 
member  for  EUesmere  that  the  Govenunent 
were  perfectly  able  to  take  care  of  tbemaelna, 
and  did  not  want  him  either  to  make  a  polie;F 
for  them  or  a  Ministry.  The  Colonial  Secretaiy 
had  made  a  statement  which  would  prohabl; 
have  been  satisfactory  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei ;  but  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  had,  as  tisnal,  sueeeed«d  in 
drawing  a  red  herring  across  the  scent,  and,  I7 
misinterpreting  the  words  of  the  Colonial  Seae- 
tary,  placed  him  in  a  painful  position.  Ho«> 
ever  gratifying  it  might  be  to  hint  (iii.  JXikL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.] 


Conttiiution 


[HOUSE.] 


of  Ministry. 


£85 


Bell)  to  hear  the  oompliments  which  his  hononr- 
•ble  friend  was  continnally  pajing,  he  oould  not 
appreciate  his  remarks  when  the  whole  scope 
of  them  was  to  torn  him  out ;  for  that  must  be 
the  result  of  the  entrance  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei  into  the  Ministrf .  [To 
show  the  circumstances  attending  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  Ministry  the  honourable 
member  read  the  following  minute : — 
"Private  Circular. 
"  Wellington,  5th  August,  1862. 
"For  the  purpose  of  avoiding  misconstruc- 
tion as  to  the  reasons  which  have  induced  me 
to  decline  joining  the  present  Government 
under  Mr.  Domett  I  make  the  following 
minute: — 

"  The  result  of  the  division  and  the  tenor  of 
the  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
npon  Mr.  Fox's  resolution  respecting  Minis- 
terial responsibility  clearly  showed  that  it 
would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  to  carry  through 
the  Assembly  the  measures  deemed  by  Govern- 
ment essential  to  their  Native  policy.  They 
accordingly  tendered  their  resignations  to  His 
Excellency  on  Tuesday  morning  last.  After 
(eveial  ineffectual  attempts  to  form  a  new  Go- 
vermncnt,  Mr.  Domett  undertook  to  do  so.  On 
the  following  day  Mr.  Domett  proposed  to  me 
to  join  him.  I  understood  from  him  that  he 
desired  that  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  C.  Ward,  Mr.  Wood, 
and  myself — in  fact,  the  members  of  the  old 
Government — should  join  him,  he  being  at  the 
head  of  the  new  Government.  I  told  him  I 
thoDght  the  question  with  Mr.  Fox  would  be 
one  of  precedency.  So  far  as  I  was  individually 
concerned,  I  had  no  personal  objection  to  such 
a  combination.  I  told  him  at  the  same  time 
that  I  thought  the  question  of  precedency  too 
insignificant  to  be  mooted,  and  that  it  would  be 
equally  his  duty  as  Mr.  Fox's  to  waive  such  a 
point  if  it  became  an  obstacle  to  the  arrange- 
ment. 

"  I  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Domett  and  Mr.  Fox 
together.  I  said  to  them  the  same  thing.  I 
added  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  one  who,  under 
present  circumstances,  waived  the  question  of 
precedency  would  stand  highest  in  public  esti- 
mation. I  understand,  however,  that  neither 
Mr.  Domett  nor  Mr.  Fox  would  waive  the 
point ;  and  so  the  negotiation  terminated. 

"  I  had  no  farther  communication  with  any 
one  formally  on  the  subject  of  a  reconstruction 
of  the  Government  till  Friday  last,  when  Mr. 
Cnsbie  Ward  informed  me  that  a  proposal  had 
been  made  to  him  tha:^  he  and  I  and  Mr. 
Wood  should  join  Mr.  Domett  without  Mr. 
Fox.  After  a  conference  with  Mr.  Ward,  I 
reduced  my  views  to  writing  in  the  following 
memorandum : — 

"  ■  It  has  been  proposed  to  Mr.  C.  Ward,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  myself,  without  Mr.  Fox,  to  join 
Mr.  Domett's  Government.  This  proposal  I 
have,  for  myself,  declined. 

"  *  I  am,  however,  deeply  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  settling  the  Government,  without 
delayi  on  a  fixed  basis,  so  as,  at  all  events,  to 
-cany  on  and  complete  the  work  of  the  session 
without  further  intermi>tion.  The  oircnm- 
•Unoea  of  (he  colony  requite  this. 


" '  I  should  have  desired  greatly  that  the  pro- 
sent  Government  should  have  been  permitted 
to  carry  through  and  complete  their  proposed 
measures  of  Native  policy.  All  parties  agree 
that  this  must  be  done.  The  question  of  re- 
constituting the  Government  should  have  been, 
in  my  opinion,  postponed  till  these  measures 
were  settled.  But  the  temper  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  has  been  so  decidedly  mani- 
fested the  other  way  that  it  is  useless  to  con- 
sider that  view  of  the  case. 

" '  Two  points  may  be  regarded  as  settled  by 
the  House  of  Representatives — first,  that  effect 
shall  be  given  to  Sir  George  Grey's  Native 
policy;  secondly,  that  the  Government  shall 
be  reconstructed. 

" '  A  new  circumstance  is  that  Sir  George 
Grey  has  committed  to  Mr.  Domett  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  Government. 

"'Accepting  those  conditions,  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  duty  of  all  public  men,  without 
regard  to  personal  or  party  considerations,  to 
unite  in  constructing  for  Sir  George  Grey  the 
best  Government  which  the  case  will  admit. 
The  question  is  how  to  do  this. 

" '  1.  It  is,  above  all  things,  desirable,  if  pos- 
sible, that  we  should  present  to  the  Natives 
the  appearance  of  a  united  Government,  re- 
presontmg  the  whole  mind  of  the  colony,  and 
not  party  or  sectional  divisions. 

"  '  2.  In  a  secondary  degree,  it  is  important 
that  the  work  begun  should  not  have  the  appear- 
ance to  them  of  being  deranged  or  materially 
changed  by  party  divisions  in  the  Assembly.  I 
may  add  that  I  think  it  desirable  that,  as  tax 
as  possible,  there  should  be  no  material  change 
in  the  agents  engaged  in  it. 

" '  3.  The  task  of  carrying  the  proposed  mea- 
sures through  the  Assembly  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  left  practically  to  those  who  have 
prepared  and  arc  responsible  for  them. 

" '  If  these  propositions  are,  as  I  believe  them 
to  be,  true,  the  position  of  a  Government 
formed  of  new  elements,  and  in  exclusion  of 
Mr.  Fox,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  false  one. 
It  would  be  one  which  the  Natives  would  be  cer- 
tain to  regard  with  suspicion,  and  of  which  I 
am  equally  convinced  the  colony  at  large  would 
not  approve.  I  mean  by  the  term  "  in  exclusion 
of  Mr.  Fox  "  a  Government  from  which  Mr.  Fox 
shall  be  intentionally  excluded.  If  Mr.  Fox 
should  decline  on  personal  considerations  to 
join  the  Government,  no  responsibility  will 
rest  on  those  who  succeed  him. 

" '  I  think,  therefore — measures  being  agreed 
on—  Mr.  Domett  would  take  a  right  course  in 
now  distinctly  and  finally  proposing  to  Mr. 
Fox  to  take  his  place  in  the  Government,  Mr. 
Domett  being  Colonial  Secretary  and  Kir.  Fox 
Native  Minister ;  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that,  if  such  a  proposal  be  made,  it  is  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends  to  accede  to  it  with- 
out allowing  the  question  of  precedency  to  be 
raised.  Sir  George  Grey  has  practically  de- 
cided that  point,  and  I  am  satisfied  the  oolony 
at  large  vrill,  in  the  present  circumstances,  de- 
mand from  every  one  acquiescence  in  that 
decision. 

*"  At  the  same  time,  for  practical  purposes  it 
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will  be  impossible  that  the  Native  and  othei 
measures  prepared  and  matured  by  the  old 
Qovemment  —  and  which  are  to  bo  sabstan- 
tiaUy  adopted  by  the  new — can  be  properly 
introduced,  explained,  or  defended  except  by 
their  authors. 

" '  It  would  also  be  necessary  for  Mr.  Fox,  as 
Native  Minister,  to  be  in  direct  communication 
with  Sir  George  Grey  upon  all  matters  con- 
nected with  his  department. 

" '  Such,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  arrangement 
demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
at  the  present  crisis,  and  which  ought  now, 
without  any  reference  to  past  negotiations,  to 
be  proposed  to  Mr.  Fox  in  a  distinct  form.  I 
am  equally  of  opinion  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
accede  to  it. 

" '  If,  on  such  a  proposal  being  now  distinctly 
made,  Mr.  Fox  should  finally  decline  to  join 
the  Government,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty 
of  all  public  men  to  unite  in  assisting  Sir 
George  Grey  by  framing  the  best  Government 
which  the  circumstances  will  admit,  and  that 
without  delay,  so  as  to  allow  the  work  of  the 
session  to  proceed  without  interruption. 

"  *  If  Mr.  Domett  should  refuse  to  accede  to 
such  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Fox,  I  shall 
consider  it  my  duty  individually  to  decline 
joining  the  Government  under  Jlr.  Domett. 
At  the  same  time  I  consider  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  are  such  that  no  impediment 
ought  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  new  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion should  be  facilitated  by  all  possible  means 
without  further  party  struggles — to  which  I  will, 
personally,  be  no  party. 

" '  H.  S.' 

"  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Wood  concurred  in  these 
views.  I  left  the  memorandum  with  Mr.  Fox, 
that  he  might  consider  and  consult  his  friends 
upon  it. 

"  I  read  the  memorandum  to  Mr.  Pillon  Bell, 
and  authorized  him  to  convey  to  Mr.  Domett 
an  intimation  from  me  of  its  contents,  and  to 
inform  him  that,  if  Mr.  Fox  declined  to  -join 
him  except  as  Premier,  I — and  I  believed  Mr. 
Ward  and  Mr.  Wood  also — would  assist  Mr. 
Domett  in  forming  his  Government. 

"  On  Sunday  evening  Mr.  Bell  read  me  a  note 
from  Mr.  Domett,  declining  to  make  any  fresh 
proposal  to  Mr.  Fox. 

"  On  Monday  morning  I  received  the  follow- 
ing note  from  Mr.  Fox : — 

"  •  Wellington,  4th  Augnst,  1862. 

« •  Mt  deab  Sewell, — I  intended  to  ride  out 
to  the  Hutt  this  morning  to  consult  Fitzherbert 
on  the  proposals  made  by  Domett  through  you 
yesterday  ;  but  the  more  I  think  of  the  matter 
the  more  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  case  in 
which  I  am  my  own  best  adviser — in  which,  in 
fact,  I  ought  not  to  be  guided  by  any  other 
judgment  than  my  own. 

" '  It  appears  that  Domett  is  now  prepared  to 
•dopt  our  relations  to  the  Governor,  to  pursue 
OUT  policy,  and  to  carry  through  the  House 
the  measures  we  contemplated  and  had  pre- 
pared. 

.    "•  Why,  then,  this  Ministerial  orisis?    It  eon 
Mr.  Dillon  Bell 


be  fomided  on  none  but  mere  personal  cod- 
siderations,  and  those,  it  is  evident,  affecting 
myself,  and  myself  only ;  for  he  is  willing  to 
take  us  all  as  colleagues  on  the  sole  condition 
that  I  descend  from  the  Premiership  and  hold 
office  under  him. 

" '  My  mind  is  quite  made  up.  I  will  not  do 
it.  Domett's  conversion  to  our  views  may  be  a 
reason  why,  if  there  be  a  general  desire  in  the 
House,  he  should  be  taken  into  our  Ministry; 
it  is  no  reason  for  reconstructing  it  and  pattiog 
him  at  the  head  of  it. 

" '  Pray  consider  this  as  final.  I  have  only  to 
add  that,  of  course,  I  release  you  and  my 
other  colleagues  from  all  obligations  to  adopt 
my  view.  You  are  all  perfectly  free  to  act  tot 
yourselves. — Believe  me,  yours  very  sincerely, 
"'WiLUAM  Fox.' 

"  I  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Pox  with  some  of  hii 
friends,  but  without  coming  to  any  decisiva 
result ;  and,  as  time  did  not  allow  the  negotia- 
tions to  be  further  prolonged,  I  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing note  to  Mr.  Dillon  Bell : — 

" '  August  4, 1862. 

"  *  My  deab  Bell, — I  find  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  a  decided  answer  to  Domett 
by  the  time  fixed  by  him — namely,  two  pjn. ; 
it  will  therefore  be  right,  and,  on  the  whole, 
best,  to  let  matters  proceed  without  reference 
to  any  negotiations  with  as. 

"  ■  Domett  will  therefore  form  his  Ministty 
without  us. — Yours  sincerely, 

" '  Hemsx  Sswkll.'  "] 

Not  one  of  the  present  Ministry  had  sought 
office,  but  hod  taken  it  simply  because  the 
necessities  of  the  country  seemed  to  reqniie  it 
He  admitted  the  weakness  of  the  oompositiai 
of  the  present  Ministry ;  but  how  conld  they 
help  it?  and,  after  the  responsibility  resolotioai 
and  the  land  policy  they  had  ennnciated,  «*s 
the  honourable  member  for  Kangitikei  stnog 
enough  to  turni  them  out?  At  present  thay 
retained  the  confidence  of  the  House,  both  psr- 
Uamentarily  speaking — as  holding  their  seato 
— and  in  fact.  The  honourable  member  for 
Kangitikei  need  not  fear  the  effect  Mr.  Dometfs 
name  would  have  upon  *the  Natives ;  for  ttu 
knowledge  of  there  being  now  at  the  rigbt 
hand  of  Sir  George  Grey  his  friend  and  chab- 
pion  of  old  days,  who  had  stood  up  for  him  a 
times  when  it  was  considered  a  crime  to  be  k 
friend  of  Sir  George  Grey — that  knowledge  h»l 
been  received  with  that  kind  of  feeling  amoag 
the  Natives  which  left  no  doubt  whatever  a 
their  having  confidence  in  his  administzatke. 
There  would  never  have  been  a  Ministry  in 
New  Zealand  that  would  in  so  short  a  tim 
have  had  so  fully  the  confidence  of  the  Natii* 
chiefs  as  the  present  Ministry  ;  because  when 
they  saw  that  it  included  the  names  of  Domett, 
ManteU,  and  Bell,  they  would  have  confideoM 
that  pacific  measures,  based  upon  a  reoognitioB 
of  their  just  rights  and  a  desire  to  nnite  them 
in  a  common  interest  with  ourselves,  would  be 
carried  ont.  There  was  no  fear  that  tk» 
Ministry  would  be  unable  to  win  the  coafidflnee 
andsupport  of  the  Natives;  and  his  hoDOOiabift 
friend  the  m«nber  tox  Bangitikei,  if  he  ahooM 
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not  be  called  again  to  those  seats,  wonld  still 
fasTB  the  opportunity,  in  his  own  district, 
of  telling  the  Natives  by  whom  he  was  sot- 
loonded  that,  whatever  might  be  the  changes 
of  Uinistry,  there  was  no  intention  of  any  peurty 
to  do  anything  but  support  Sir  George  Grey 
in  his  determination,  if  possible,  under  the 
giaoe  of  God,  to  arrive  at  a  peaceful  solution  of 
oar  present  difficulties.  He  invited  the  honour- 
able member,  if  not  able  himself  to  form  a 
Ministry,  at  least  to  assist  them  when,  on  a 
fair  trial,  they  should  be  found  to  have  thb 
confidence  of  the  colony;  and  to  those  who 
were  in  the  position  of  not  having  made  that 
final  refusal  which  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Bangitikei  had,  he  would  say. 
Let  ns  unite,  if  possible,  to  form  a  Govern-' 
ment  that  shall  be  strong  in  the  eyes  of  the 
colonists  as  well  as  the  Natives;  and,  if  <m- 
able  to  supplant  us,  do  not  say  that  we  deal 
anfairly  if  we  say  we  will  resort  to  no  disoredit- 
tble  expedients  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
coantry;  bat,  let  the  Labour  be  what  it  may, 
we  will  do  our  best. 

Mr.  WILSON  begged  Ministers,  having  been 
forced  by  the  House  into  office,  to  ti^e  no 
dictation  from  any  honourable  member  in  it ; 
bat  to  do  their  best  to  carry  out  the  policy  they 
had  enunciated,  though  there  should  be  blanks 
amongst  them. 

Mr.  COLENSO  expressed  his  sorrow  that  the 
debate. should  ever  have  arisen  at  all,  and 
especially  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  should  have  made  the  remarks  he 
did  with  reference  to  the  effect  this  Ministry 
would  have, on  the  Native  mind.  With  the 
Hawke's  Bay  Natives,  at  all  events,  the  name 
of  Mr.  Domett  would  prove  a  tower  of  strength. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  thought  the  effect  of 
the  Ministry  on  the  European  minds  should 
be  considered  as  much  as  on  the  Natives'. 
It  was  a  great  relief  to  the  Europeans  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  wels  no 
longer  at  the  head  of  the  Ministry,  repre- 
senting as  he  did  the  policy  of  pure  concession. 
No  man  in  the  House,  he  was  sure,  could 
be  more  free  from  party  spirit  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  CABGILL  said  that  the  resolution,  if 
carried,  must  evidently  have  the  effect  of  un- 
seating the  Ministry,  in  which  case  they  were 
told  there  must  be  an  appeal  to  the  country. 
But  apon  what  ?  There  appeared  to  be  no 
great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  to  be 
■dotted.  All  this  was  a  mere  sorting-np  of 
parties.  There  was  nothing  to  appeal  to  the 
oonntiy  upon ;  it  would  be  a  monstrous  absur- 
dity, a  waste  of  time,  to  ]x>stpone  the  business. 
And  with  what  result  7  To  seild  back  nineteen 
oot  of  twenty  of  th?  present  members.  He 
ahonld  therefore  not  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  WELD  said  it  would  not  be  for  the 
advantage  of  public  business  if  this  motion 
were  withdrawn.  It  was  a  very  proper  motion 
Oder  our  system  at  party  government.  The 
btmourable  the  mover  appeared  to  want  a  second 
tdal  of  strength ;  and,  if  this  question  were 
withdrawn,  more  tim^  would  be  lost  in  the 


same  way.  The  question  resolved  itself  into 
this:  Could  the  country  be  governed  without 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei?  He 
(Mr.  Weld)  thought  it  could,  and  better  with- 
out him  than  with.  To  combine  him  with  the 
present  Ministry  would  be  to  effect  one  of 
those  extreme  coalitions  which  always  led  to 
confusion.  A  Ministry  composed  of  elements  so 
discordant  would  go  to  pieces  at  the  first 
breath.  He  hoped  the  questiou  would  be  set- 
tled now,  and  that  there  would  then  be  no 
further  party-fighting  this  session.  The  great 
diligence  and  ability  of  the  present  Ministry 
was  the  more  remarkable  as  they  were  short- 
handed.  In  a  short  space  of  time  they  had 
brought  down  several  useful  measures  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  House  could  scarcely 
come  to  a  division  on  this  resolution,  because  it 
was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  it, 
being  simply  a  denmnd  for  information  ;  and,  if 
the  honourable  the  mover  were  satisfied  with 
the  information  he  had  already  received,  the 
motion  could  hardly  be  pressed  to  a  division. 
He  (Mr.  Ward)  had  seriously  considered  in  the 
lost  few  days  whether  the  time  had  not  come 
when  ho  ought  to  take  the  offer  made  by  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  still  held  open ;  and  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  Attorney-General  agreed  with 
him  in  this.-  He  would  rather  see  work  well 
performed,  and  assist  any  Ministry  to  do  it, 
than  see  it  badly  performed  by  his  friends.  In 
order  to  carry  on  those  matters  belonging  to 
his  department  which  he  had  commenced,  and 
add,  if  possible,  to  the  stability  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  this  crisis,  he  was  now  ready  to  join 
them  ;  and  if  to-morrow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  repeated 
his  offer  he  would  accept  it. 

Mr.  DOMETT  would  be  extremely  happy  to 
accept  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  services, 
and  now  made  the  offer  publicly. 

Major  RICHARDSON  said,  if  the  late  Co- 
lonial Treasurer  would  favour  the  House  with 
a  few  remarks  he  would  be  glad  to  bear  him. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  when  he  took  office 
last  session  it  was  under  circumstances  of 
a  peculiar  nature,  known  to  some  of  his 
friends  in  this  House,  but  respecting  which 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enlarge  on 
the  present  occasion.  Those  circumstances  no 
longer  existed,  and  when  he  sent  his  resignation 
to  the  Governor,  a  fortnight  ago,  he  had  fully 
intended  that  it  should  be  final.  Any  services 
that  he  could  render  to  any  Government  must 
necessarily  be  slight ;  but,  if  they  were  con- 
sidered to  be  of  any  value  at  all,  and  if  it  was, 
as  it  appeared  to  be,  tho  wish  of  those  who  had 
supported  him — he  meant  the  majority  of 
representatives  of  the  Province  of  Auckland— 
and  as  it  also  appeared  to  be  the  general 
wish  of  the  House,  be  did  not  think  it  would . 
be  consistent  with  his  duty  to  decline  to  render 
such  services  as  lay  in  his  power  to  render  in 
the  present  critical  juncture  of  affairs.  He 
therefore  placed  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  ' 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  heivd  of  the  < 
Oovezmnent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C88 


Constitution 


[HOUSE.] 


of  Ministry. 


[Aue.aB 


Hajoi  RICHARDSON  expressed  his  coidutl 
thanks  to  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
■tikei  for  bringing  forward  this  motion,  which 
had  led  to  so  gratifying  a  result;  and  to  the 
honourable  members  for  Pamell  and  Lyttel- 
ton  for  the  handsome  and  cotirteous  manner 
in  which  they  had  responded  to  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  honourable 
members  generally.  They  now  had  a  Ministry 
strong  in  the  House,  in  the  eyes  of  the  counti^, 
and  one  which  be  believed  would  be  strong  m 
the  eyes  of  the  Mother-country  also. 

Mr.  MANTELL  assured  the  House  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  have  retained  office  until 
be  found  a  better  man  to  take  his  place.  That 
•time  had  now  arrived,  to  his  intense  delight. 
The  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  had  ren- 
'  dered  every  possible  assistance  to  him  in  his 
new  office.  He  took  this  opportunity  to  thank 
him  for  that ;  and  also  the  honourable  member 
for  Rangitikei  and  others,  who  had  contributed 
to  his  own  happy  release. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  on  rising,  was  reminded  by 
Mr.  Speaker  that  he  had  spoken  before.    He 

■  did  not  consider,  he  said,  that  he  had  addressed 
the  House  before,  but  hcid  risen  in  explanation 
merely.  He  was  only  going  now,  however,  to 
express  his  satisfaction  that  he  did  not  address 
the  House  before,  or  they  might  not  have  hod  a 
result  so  gratifying  to  himself  as  well  as  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  GILLIES  was  placed  in  a  most  unfortu- 
.  nate  position — that  he  could  not,  like  his  two 
colleagues,  find  a  successor.  Hod  he  not  had 
strong  hopes  that  a  more  worthy  successor 
would  be  found  to  fill  his  place  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  he  would  not  have  accepted 
the  position ;  and  he  now  hoped  the  late 
Attorney-General  would  show  the  same  spirit, 
and  act  as  his  colleagues  had  acted,  so  that  he 
might  not  be  much  longer  in  the  position  of 
Attorney-General  pro  tern. 

Mr.  DOMETT  expressed  his  gratification  at, 
and  accepted,  the  oSer  of  the  honoiuable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell.    The  offer  was  equally  open  for 
the  late  Attorney-General,  if  he  would  consent. 
Mr.  RUSSELL  said,  but  for  the  very  happy 
torn  the  debate  had  taken,  he  should  have 
noticed  the  personal  allusions  made  to  him  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei.     Ho 
would  not  do  so  now.     He  was  quite  satisfied 
.with   tho  result,   and  was  glad  that  he   had 
'  been  instrumental  in  bringing  about  so  desir- 
able a  result.    He  would,  however,  say  that  the 
.honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  had  misre- 
presented him  when  he  had  attributed  to  him 

■  extreme  war  opinions.  Since  the  arrival  of  Sir 
George  Grey  and  the  announoement  of  his 
policy  he  (Mr.  Russell)  held  that  there  was  but 

■  one  course  open  to  us,  and  that  was  to  endea- 
vour peacefmly  to  settle  the  Native  question. 
Before  he  sat  down  ho  would  allude  to  the  very 
ungenerous   attack    made  by  the  honourable 

.  member  for  Rangitikei  upon  a  ^mtleman  who 

«nce  held  a  seat  in  this  House    Mr.  Firth) — 

who  during  the  last  session  repie^rntod  Auck- 

.land  City  West.    When  that  gentl<  luan  held  a 

.  aeat  in  this  House  he  ably  took  hu  port,  and 


before  his  censures  the  honooiable  membsticc 
Rangitikei  had  more  than  once  tomed  pale; 
and  had  that  gentleman  now  a  seat  m  Ha 
House  that  attack  would  not  have  betn 
made. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  rising  to  reply,  said  it  vu  nsoal 
on  the  conclusion  of  a  successful  melodnna 
that  an  epilogue  should  be  spoken ;  and,  u  tin 
duty  of  speaking  it  appeared  to  devolve  on  him, 
he  would  trespass  for  a  few  momenta  on  tin 
patience  of  the  House.   [The  honourable  mem. 
ber  then  attacked  the  honourable  member  fot 
Cheviot  for  his  having  persisted,  in  spits  d  hit 
(Mr.  Fox's)  assertions  to  the  House  in  hix^- 
ing  address,  in  alleging  that  this  motion  wuin- 
tonded  as  a  party  one.    It  was  usual  for  gentle- 
men to  give  esbch  other  credit  for  spealangtiit 
truth  ;  and  the  honourable  member's  conduei 
on  this,  as  on  many  similar  occasions,  he  wx 
sorry  to  say,  did  not  tend  to  raise  his  cbsncta 
for  candour  in  the  eyes  of  the  House.    Tlu 
honourable  member  then  proceeded  to  commeoS 
on  various  points  raised  during  the  debate,  point- 
ing out  particularly  the  unoonstitutioDi]  con- 
duct of  the  honourable  member  for  NelionCit! 
(Mr.  Sta&ord),  who,  after  having  declined  toil- 
tempt  to  form  a  Ministry,  advised  His  Excel- 
lency to  send  for  Mr.  FitzQ«rald,  who  in  hi*  turn 
acted  as  improperly  in  advising  His  Exoelleiic; 
on  the  subject.    The  only  persons  to  whom  His 
Excellency  had  a  right  to  look  for  advice  wen 
his  sworn  coimcillors ;  and  when  Mr.  Stafisi 
declined,  His  Excellency  should  again  ban 
sent  for  him  (Mr.  Fox|,  and  requested  fartte 
advice,  and  so  on   till  some  one  was  iozti 
successfully  to  undertake  the  task.    He  attn- 
bnted  no  blame  to  His  Excellency,  who  «h 
new  to    the  practice  of  Responsible  Goren- 
ment ;  but  the  honourable  members  for  Kdsd 
City  and  Ellesmere  were  not,  and  they  ong^ 
to  have   declined  respectfully   to  pat  them- 
selves  in  the  place  of  His  Excellency'i  Bfr 
sponsible  Advisers  in  the  matter.    He  lii^ 
that  this  instance  would  not  be  drawn  oto 
a  precedent.    The   honourable   member  to 
commented  on  the  inconsistency  between  tb 
resolution  of  the  House  of  1861  on  the  nV 
ject  of  Ministerial  relations  in  Native  a&iK 
passed  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mo- 
ber    for    Wallace    (Mr.     DiUon    BeU),  «* 
those   passed  by  the  House  on  ^e  mw* 
of  the  present  Government,   contending  W 
that  honourable  member  had  entirely  teeioed 
from  the  position  taken  by  him  in  186L  O* 
honourable  member  expressed  his  feefangi  > 
gratitude  towards  his  late  coUeagnet  b*  ^ 
manner  in    which   they  bad  8\q>ported  ^ 
during  their  joint  tenure  of  office,  ud^wtict 
larly  during  the  lato   Ministerial  ciiiis.  *» 
then  concluded  as  follows  :]  Sir,  I  retire  faj 
the  Ministry  with  entii^  satisfaction  to  ibJ<^ 
I  consider  that  my  mission  has  ended— to  ■* 
present,  at  sbll  events.  Previously  to  the  •(•* 
of  1860  I  had  almost  retired  from   edkam 
politios,  and  was  living  in  retirement  oi  Of 
farm    in  the  Rangitikei ;    but   the  onh^M 
events  of  the  TaranaU  war  forced  me,  on  M 
meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  that  year,  ii^*' 
position  of  leader  of  »  pvcfy  in  this  Hoot*  vbm) 
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business  it  was  to  stand  between  the  Natives 
and  the  great  injustice  which  was  being  pei- 
petiated  upon  them,  and  to  avert,  if  possiole, 
the  calamities  which  the  then  Oovemment  was 
nrepaziiig  for  the  whole  population  of  this 
Isl^d.  We  fought  that  battle  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  and  gained  all  the  substantial 
fruits  of  victory.  We  exposed  the  falsity  of 
the  statements  which  Governor  Browne  had 
made  to  the  Home  Oovemment  on  the  events 
of  the  Waitara  purchase,  wo  denounced  the 
unhappy  wair  into  which  he  had  plunged  the 
oolony,  we  compelled  the  attention  of  the 
Home  public  and  the  Home  Oovemment  to  the 
snbjeot,  and  we  take  credit  to  ourselves  for 
having  been  instrumental  in  forcing  the  Colo- 
nial Office,  however  reluctantly,  to  recall 
Governor  Browne,  and  to  replace  him  by  the 
man  to  whom-  we  all  look  as  the  day-star  under 
whose  guidance  we  are  to  find  our  way  out  of 
our  present  difficulties.  Sir,  we  stayed  the 
swoid  —  we  averted  the  great  crime  of  the 
extermination  of  the  Native  race,  and  the  ruin, 
destruction,  and  beggary  of  the  Kuropeon  settle- 
ments of  this  Island,  which,  it  appears  from 
Governor  Browne's  despatch  of  the  6th  July, 
1861,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  upon  us. 
This  was  our  mission ;  and  we  accomplished  it. 
But  we  did  more — ^we  rendered  it  impossible 
that  such  a  state  of  things  should  again  occur. 
No  Government  and  no  Governor  will  dare  to 
repeat  in  this  colony  the  episode  of  Waitara. 
The  spirit  which  led  to  such  a  catastrophe  has 
been  laid.  We  shall  hear  no  more  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  the  roar  of  the  British  lion.  I 
allude  not  to  that  British  lion  whose  flag  has 
often  floated  over  the  great  commanders  of 
our  parent  State,  but  that  miserable  imitation 
which  we  have  seen  in  this  House.  His  teeth 
are  drawn — I  trust  for  ever  —  and  his  claws 
pared  ;  and  I  firmly  believe  that,  for  the  future, 
there  is,  under  Providence,  no  possibility  of  the 
renewal  of  any  such  policy  as  that  which 
Governor  Browne  indicated  when,  in  the  do- 
^atch  I  have  referred  to,  he  urged  the  Home 
Government  to  enable  him  with  fire  and  sword 
to  devastate  this  Island  and  exterminate  the 
Native  race— for  that  is  what  is  meant  by  the 
document  which  he  addressed  to  the  Home 
Government  the  very  day  after  the  Stafford 
Ministry  was  turned  out  of  office,  and  when 
the  onpleasing  prospect  was  before  him  of 
being  controlled  by  Advisers  with  other  views. 
It  vras,  I  say,  onr  mission — the  mission  of  my- 
self and  those  with  whom  I  have  aoted  since 
1860 — to  avert  those  evils:  we  have  averted 
them ;  and  I  repeat  that  for  myself  I  retire 
with  great  satisfaction  to  those  less  onerous 
pursnits  in  which  I  was  engaged  before  the 
emergency  of  the  last  unhappy  war  forced  me 
into  a  position  of  political  prominence. 

Mr.  W£LD  disclaimed  any  intent  of  convey- 
ing snch  a  meaning  by  anything  he  had  said  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  sup- 
posed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  also  made  an  explanation. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  permission  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Moticm  withdrawn. 


ABDUCTION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WELD,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  all 
correspondence  regarding  the  abduction  by 
certain  Natives  of  the  half-caste  child  of 
Thomas  Page. 

BIRDS  PROTECTION  BILL. 
_  The  Birds  Protection  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m.  imtil  to-monow  at  five  o'clock 
p.m.  

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  Slst  Attgust,  1862.  ' 


Constitution  of  Coancil—  Royal  Prerogative— Court 
of  Appeal  Bill— Law  Practitioners  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  —  Tliird  Headings -Otago  and  South- 
land Boundary  Bill— Miners'  Representation  Bill 
—Land  Begistry  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL,  from  the  Select 
Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  humble  address  to  Her  Majesty 
on  the  present  numerical  constitution  of  the 
Council,  brought  up  a  report,  and  the  same  was 
read  as  follows : — 

"  The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  bumble  address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  nu- 
merical constitution  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil have  prepared  a  draft  address,  which  they 
submit  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of 
the  Council : — 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovebeion, — 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  subjects,  th» 
Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand,  respect- 
fully beg  to  bring  the  following  circumstances 
under  the  consideration  of  your  Majesty : — 

"  By  the  New  Zealand  Constitution  Act, 
dated  30th  June,  1852,  it  was  provided  that  the 
Legislative  Council  should  consist  of  not  less 
than  ten  members ;  and  by  your'  Majesty's 
Royal  Instructions  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor the  number  was  limited  to  fifteen  and 
subsequently  to  twenty  members. 

"  By  a  despatch  from  your  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  dated  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  1862,  all  restriction  on  the 
number  of  which  the  Legislative  Council  shall 
in  future  consist  has  been  withdrawn. 

"  Your  Majesty's  Legislative  Council,  believ- 
ing that  its  usefulness  depends  upon  its  freedom 
horn  party  spirit,  and  viewing  with  apprehen- 
sion the  power  vested  by  the  above  despatch 
in  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  who  could,  by 
suddenly  introducing  any  number  of  members, 
seriously  impair  the  independence  of  the  Coan- 
cil, respectfully  pray  that  your  Majesty  would 
be  pleased  to  place  a  limit  on  its  numbers. 
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"  We  respectfally  solicit  that  the  nnmbcr  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  should  not 
exceed  three-fourths  of  that  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  no  greater  number 
of  new  members  be  appointed  in  addition  to 
those  required  to  fill  up  vacancies  by  death, 
resignation,  or  other  causes  in  any  one  year 
than  would  amount  to  one-eighth  of  the  entire 
number  composing  the  Legislative  Council. 

"We  humbly  submit  this  arrangement  for 
the  consideration  of  your  Most  GrsLcious  Majesty 
as  adapted  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
-colony." 

ROYAL  PREROGATIVE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice 
ARNEY,  it  was  a^eed,  That  the  report,  or  a 
copy  of  the  report,  of  Mr.  Justice  Johnston, 
dated  the  17th  December,  1861,  touching  the 
propriety  of  remitting  the  punishments  of 
Patrick  Cnllen,  WilUam  Darley,  Benjamin 
-Stringer,  James  Kelly,  and  John  Straker,  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
-of  Representatives  on  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill 
that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  certain  amendments. 
Report  adopted  by  the  Council, 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  Law  Practitioners  Act 
Amendment  Bill  that  the  Conference  had 
agreed  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  certain 
amendments. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Summary  Procedure  on    Bills  Bill,  Juries 
BiU,  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2). 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  BOUNDARY 
BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES,  at  considerable 
length,  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Otago 
and  Southland  Boundary  Bill.  He  contended 
that  the  boundary-line  between  the  two  pro- 
vinces should  be  one  nearly  corresponding  with 
the  watershed  between  the  Molyneux  and  the 
Mataura.  The  distance  from  Mataura  to 
Donedin  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  whereas  the  distance  from  InvercargiU 
to  Mataura  was  about  twenty-five  miles.  The 
commercial  relations  of  the  settlers  in  the  dis- 
trict were  chiefly  with  Southland,  and  the  only 
objects  which  led  them  to  Dunedin  were  mat- 
ters of  business  in  law-courts,  the  Land 
Office,  ot  political  business.  He  also  referred 
to  another  district  of  Otago,  lying  between  the 
Te  Anau  and  Wakatipu  Lakes,  a  pastoral  dis- 
trict, the  inhabitants  of  which  had  petitioned 
to  be  jomed  to  the  Province  of  Southland.  He 
referred  to  the  Act  passed  last  session  to  alter 
the  boundary  of  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury 
Son,  Colonel  Russell 


and  Otago  as  a  precedent  for  the  inteifoeoM 
of  the  Assembly,  and  this  was  a  case  wfai<^ 
in  his  opinion,  demanded  the  interpoatiao 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  had  been  requestad 
by  a  gentleman  peculiarly  interested  in  the 
measure  to  make  some  remarks  before  the 
Billwas  read  a  third  time.  This  BiU,  vhi^ 
affected  the  Province  of  Otago  materially,  was 
about  to  become  law,  as  far  as  the  Comual  ma 
concerned,  without  sufficient  evidence  having 
been  laid  before  the  Council  of  the  propriety  of 
the  proposed  alteration.  He  would  urge  upon 
the  honourable  the  mover  to  allow  the  KlI  to 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  He  woold 
move,  as  an  amendment.  That  the  third  reading 
be  deferred  to  the  next  day,  and  would  pm 
notice  of  motion,  That  the  Superintendent  A 
Otago  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Council  io 
opposition  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  the  minority 
who  had  previously  voted  against  it  did  sot 
oppose  this  BiU  from  any  hostile  spirit — they 
only  desired  fuller  information  than  the  Cotm- 
cil  had  at  present  before  them. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  asked,  why 
did  not  the  honourable  member  make  a  sub- 
stantive motion  for  a  Select  Committee  on  the 
second  reading  ?  In  this  particular  ooae,  fnm 
the  remarks  made,  and  the  petitions  presented 
to  the  Council,  a  primS.  fade  case  had  been 
made  out,  and  he  had  voted  accordingly.  Thtn 
had,  he  thought,  been  sufficient  notice  giran 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Otago  to  have  stuted 
an  opposition  to  the  Bill.  If  that  honomatb 
gentleman  wished  to  be  heard  before  the  Coim- 
cil,  he  (Chief  Justice  Amey)  would  certainly 
affirm  a  proposal  that  he  ^ould  be  so  heud; 
but  he  thought  it  better  that  his  evidesot 
should  be  given  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  must  mdUA 
against  the  idea  that  this  Council  baa  two 
legislating  in  haste  in  this  matter :  he  knew  d 
no  cose  m  which  the  Council  had  reoeifcd 
fuller  information,  or  more  ccurefolly  watched  a 
BiU  than  this. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD.— Sir,  aa  I  thiB 
vote  in  favour  of  the  third  reading,  I  wiib  ts 
offer  a  few  words  in  explanation  ol  my  vole, 
and  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Cotuidl  te 
a  very  serious  principle  which  is  involve]  is 
the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I  un  in  favour  of  tiu 
Bill,  primsjdly,  because  the  proposed  boundizy 
has  been  petitioned  for  by  the  iniiabitanta  d 
the  districts  of  the  Province  of  Otago  intended 
to  be  annexed  to  the  Province  of  Southland, 
and  because  it  is  obvious  on  a  glance  at  tta 
map  that  their  convenience  wiU  be  suited  ^ 
the  change ;  and,  secondarily,  because  riven  in 
general  make  bad  boundaries,  and  in  this  case, 
at  aU  events,  the  watershed  appears  to  be  tiw 
correct  line.  But,  Sir,  I  perceive  that  the  laat 
proposition  involves  a  very  important  pnodple, 
and  one  which  may  affect  the  bonndaiiat  <i 
many  of  the  provinces  of  New  Zealand — for 
instanoe,  the  boundaries  between  the  Provinces 
of  Otago  and  Canterbury,  and  between  Canter- 
buiy  and  Nelson.    Onoe. admit  the  clwin  of 
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'  irateisheds  against  that  of  liveis,  and  we  may 
find  the  ambitious  and  aspiring  Province  of 
Canterbury,  not  content  with  the  Waitaki  {or 
their  boondaiy-line,  proceed  to  claim  the 
watershed  of  that  river  for  their  boundary. 
Emboldened  by  success  they  will  next  reject 

'  the  line  of  the  Hurunui  on  the  north,  and 
claim  the  watershed  from  the  Kaikouras  south- 
ward. I  merely  wish  to  point  out  the  principle 
involved,  without  objecting  to  it.  Should  it  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  let  boun- 
daries be  altered ;  and,  for  example,  should  the 
meigetic  province  drive  a  railroEwi  izoia  Christ- 
church  across  the  Waitaki,  it  might  then  find 
all  produce  and  traffic  within  the  watershed 
■loping  towards  it,  and  might  be  entitled  to 
claim  an  enlarged  area,  to  embrace  all  the 
converging  slope.  I  might,  perhaps,  find  other 
illustrations ;  but  the  above  will  suffice.  I 
should  have  deemed  it  very  desirable  to  have 
heard  the  Superintendent  of  Otago's  evidence 
at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  Bill ;  but,  considering 
what  has  been  advanced,  and  as  Otago  is  well 
represented  in  another  place,  and  for  other 
reasons,  I  shall  vote  for  the  third  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  said  that  the  Hon. 
Mi.  Sewell  had  taken  an  extraordinary  course 
in  regard  to  this  Bill :  he  had  opposed  it  on  its 
first  reading  and  opposed  it  on  its  second  read- 
ing; and,  although  the  second  reading  and 
passing  through  Committee  was  usually  con- 
sidered conclusive,  yet  he  now  agsbin  opposed  it 
on  (he  third  reading.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  have  alleged  some  good  ground 
for  reopening  the  question  before  he  asked  the 
Council  to  postpone  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill.  The  Council  were  but  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  any  important 
facts  could  be  laid  before  a  Committee  of  the 
other  House.  He  thought  he  had  on  the 
previous  day  sbown  the  necessity  which  existed 
for  the  proposed  alterations. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  be  so  postponed." 
Ayes,  5. 

-Johnston  Bnssell,  H.       Tancred. 

.Kemty  Sewell 

KoKS,  7. 
Amey  Cutfleld  Richmond 

Baillie  Menzies  Bussell,  A.  H. 

•Crawford 

Majority  against,  2. ' 
Amendment  negatived. 
BUI  read  a  thiid  time  and  passed. 

MINERS'  REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

The  Miners'  Representation  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Land    Registry    Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Council  then  adjooxned. 


HOUSE   OP   EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  21st  August,  1862. 


Judicial  —  First  Readings— Bills  Introduced— Law 
PrsctltionerB  Act  Amendment  Bill  — Court  of 
Appeal  Bill  —  Judicial  —  Position  of  Attorney- 
General— Beat  of  Oovemment. 


Mr.  Spxakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Pkatebs. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  HARRISON  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, (1)  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  any  provision  for  carrying 
out  "The  District  Courts  Act,  1858,"  by  the 
establishment  of  Courts?  and  (2)  whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  include 
Wanganui  in  the  circuit  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  the  Middle  District ;  and  when  it  may  be 
expected  that  a  sitting  will  be  held  there  7 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  nor  was  it 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government,  to 
make  such  provision.  There  was  before  this 
House  a  Resident  Magistrates  Amendment 
Act,  which  would  enable  them  to  decide  in 
cases  imder  £50.  In  respect  to  the  last  por- 
tion of  the  question,  he  could  hardly  say  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government,  as  the 
Circuit  Judge  was  now  at  Nelson,  and  until 
he  returned  they  could  not  determine  the  mat- 
ter. As  far  as  the  feelings  of  the  Oovemment 
were  concerned,  they  were  strongly  of  opinion 
that  Wanganui  should  be  in  the  circuit  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  Middle  District. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Otago  and  Southland  Boimdary  Bill,  Supreme 
Court    Amendment   Bill    (No.    2),   Jury  Bill 
(No.  2),  Native  Reserves  Amendment  Bill,  Gold- 
fields  Bill. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
The  following  Bills  were  introduced,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
on  Private  Bills :  Herbert  Remission  Bill,  Mili- 
tary Settlers  Bill. 

LAW  PRACTITIONERS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
in  the  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill 
that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend 
certain  amendments  to  the  House  for  adoption. 

COURT  OF  APPEAL  BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  Bill  that  the  Conference 
hod  agreed  to  recommend  certain  amendments 
to  the  House  for  adoption. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  STJVFFORD,  in  moving— (1)  That  in  the 

opinion  of  this  House    the  tenure  of  office  of 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  ought  to  be  assi- 

mila^d  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  that  of  Judges 
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of  England;  (2)  that  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  ought  not  to  bo  removable  except 
by  Her  Majesty  on  an  address  from  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  should 
only  be  liable  to  suspension  by  the  Governor 
on  a  like  address;  (8)  that  for  the  next  ten 
years  the  appointment  of  Judges  should  be  with 
Her  Majesty,  but  to  be  exercised  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  supe- 
rior Courts  in  England,  vrho  may  be  from  time  to 
time  designated  in  that  behalf  by  the  Colonial 
QoTemment  on  behalf  of  the  colony ;  (4)  that 
a  respectful  address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  praying  bim  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  towels  efiecting  the  above- 
named  objects — said  there  yres  an  especial 
reason  why  he  should  move  in  this  matter,  be- 
cause during  his  Government  the  existing  tenure 
of  office  of  Judges  was  altered.  When  they  came 
into  office  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
dismissal  of  Judges  by  the  Governor  at  any 
time.  One  of  their  first  acts  was  to  bring 
down  resolutions  such  aa  those  on  the  Order 
Paper ;  and  they  were  passed,  and  sent  Home 
to  be  made  into  law.  Mr.  Labouchere  replied 
that  the  objects  desired  would  be  better  secured 
bj  local  enactment ;  but  to  the  fifth  resolu- 
tion, corresponding  to  the  third  of  the  present 
series,  they  took  objection,  in  accordance  with 
which  he  would  ask  leave  to  amend  that  reso- 
lution. An  Act  had  been  passed  in  1858  osirry- 
ing  out  the  resolutions,  with  one  exception ; 
bat  that  Act  effected  more  than  was  ever  in- 
tended, and  more  than  he  remembered  having 
assented  to,  having  held  for  so  long  a  time 
a  strong  opinion  to  the  contrary.  Believing 
tiiiat  an  error  was  cominitted  in  allowing  that 
Act  to  have  the  efiect  now  assigned  to  it  by 
the  Law  Advisers  of  the  Crown,  it  was  now  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  an  alteration.  The  strongest 
safeguards  should  be  throvm  round  the  posi- 
tion of  the  higher  Judges ;  and  till  such  safe- 
guards had  been  established  in  England  there 
was  not  that  security  of  obtaining  justice  that 
there  now  was.  [The  honourable  member  here 
quoted  from  Hallam  to  show  the  vacillation 
and  partiality  of  Judges  so  long  as  their  tenure 
of  office  was  dependent  on  the  Government  of 
the  day,  and  Star  Chamber.]  It  was  only 
yrhen  they  were  made  independent  of  such 
infiuence  that  was  secured  that  purity  of  the 
judicial  Bench  that  was  now  the  admiration  of 
all  nations.  He  doubted  if  Judges  Gresson 
and  Johnston  would  have  come  out  had  they 
Imown  they  were  to  be  under  such  a  tenure 
as  was  implied  by  the  Act  of  1858.  He  now 
TOoposed  that  for  a  limited  time  the  Colonial 
Government  should  be  deprived  of  the  power 
.  of  appointing  Judges,  except  so  far  as  having 
the  nomination  of  a  Judge  of  one  of  the  su- 
perior Courts  of  England,  on  whose  recom- 
mendation our  Judges  should  be  appointed. 
To  meet  Lord  Taunton's  objection,  be  would 
unend  it  by  inserting  the  words,  ■*  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  Great 
Britain." 

Mr.  JOLLIE  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  motion.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
Mr.  Stafford 


carry  out  the  object  as  soon  as  possible.  H» 
did  not  think  the  existing  system  was  one  irin^ 
ought  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  GILLIES  cordially  ooncurred  withibt 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  as  to  the  great  desirability  of  nie- 
servini;  the  parity  of  the  judicial  Bench  above 
suspicion ;  but  he  did  not  see  that  these  senti- 
ments were  arguments  for  his  present  motion. 
He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  oppose  the  first 
two  motions,  as  there  could  be  no  real  hum 
done  by  them;  but  the  third  be  would  oppose 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  The  honoomde 
member's  arguments,  in  fact,  only  applied  to 
the  first  two  resolutions.  There  were  no  grounds, 
however,  for  any  suspicion  that  the  power 
given  by  the  Act  of  1858  would  be  abusisd  b; 
both  Houses  of  this  Legislature,  the  Execntiw, 
and  tbetSovemor.  He  denied  the  possibility  itf 
such  a  thing,  and  that  there  was  any  need  to 
go  further  than  the  Act  of  1858. 

Mr.  O'BORKG  inquired  if,  in  assimilating  t» 
the  tenure  of  the  -English  Judges,  it  was  in- 
tended to  exclude  them  from  seats  in  tlu 
Legislature  as  they  were  excluded  in  Finglawt, 
except  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Mi.  STAFFORD  was  not  aware  they  vca 
so  excluded.    The  Lord  Chancellor  sat  there. 

Mr.  FOX.— Undoubtedly  he  did ;  but  it  was 
a  very  anomalous  position.  He  c<nsideied 
that  Judges  should  not  sit  in  the  Legislators, 
to  be  biassed  by  political  influence.  He  should 
not  oppose  the  first  two  resolutions,  regudii^ 
them  aa  insignificant;  but  he  considered  it  vat 
going  back  from  the  principles  of  self-goren- 
ment  they  had  been  working  on  for  years.  Hie 
third  he  should  certainly  oppose. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  having  replied. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  sgietd 
to. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  the  third  resolutiflB 
with  the  following  amendment :  To  insert  afttr 
the  word  "exercised"  the  words  "  with  the  si- 
vice  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  Great 
Britain." 

Mr.  WELLS  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  GILLIES  felt  it  his  duty,  as  an  iofi- 
vidual  member  of  the  House  and  as  a  MiTiJutg, 
to  give  this  resolution  his  most  strenuous  op;»- 
sition.  It  was  a  libel  on  the  colony,  and  t 
libel  on  the  profession  to  which  he  belonged 
The  Home  Government   had,    moreover,  et- 

Sressed  their  opinion  against  it  in  replying  to  i 
espatch  by  Colonel  Gore  Browne.  TheUetof 
a  Judge  having  taken  part  in  local  politoi 
was  no  disqualification  for  the  office,  ui  Eog- 
land  they  were  invariably  political  appoiat- 
ments :  and  he  contended  that  political  aa 
were  better  qualified  to  sit  on  the  bench  ul 
judge  on  the  motives  and  actions  of  men  tbia 
those  who  were  shut  up  from  the  world.  B« 
saw  no  reason  why  we  should  depart  from  tiu 
practice  at  Home,  of  appointment  by  Beqioo- 
sible  Ministers.  -  The  desire  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  Bench  would  alone  be  sufficient, 
even  when  politics  wore  highest,  to  prevent  the 
appointment  of  improper  persons  from  poli- 
tical motives.  If  they  should  so  debar  th« 
men  of  the  profession  from  aspiring  to  hi^ 
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honou — from  reaching  one  day  this  high 
hononx — it  vroold,  he  contended,  tend  to  loirer 
the  character  of  the  profession.  Some  of  the 
fiat  Judgte  in  the  Australiam  Colonies  had 
heen  practising  attorneys  in  those  colonies. 

Mr.  WELD  said  this  resolution  involved  con- 
siderable difficulty.  There  was  great  weight  in 
the  argument  that,  by  depriving  the  Bar  of  this 
«olony  of  the  power  of  attaining  its  highest 
prizes,  its  tone  would  be  lowered.  He  would 
advise  the  honourable  the  mover  to  shorten  the 
term  he  proposed ;  but  the  difficulty  would  not 
be  serioosly  felt  even  within  ten  years,  he 
thoagbt.  He  did  not  see,  however,  why  the 
eolony  should  exercise  its  power  witji  its  own 
bands!  The  question  resolved  itself  into  this : 
la  this  the  best  way  to  get  Judges  or  not  ? 
He  thought  it  was,  and  should  support  the  reso- 
hition ;  but  he  was  sorry  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  added  the  words  which  he  had.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  it  would  not  really 
•Sect  the  appointment  by  the  Judge. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  regretted  that  he  could 
not  agree  with  the  opinions  just  expressed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot.  The  prin- 
ciple advanced  in  the  resolution  was  this :  that 
at  some  future  time  the  colony  would  be  fit  to 
exercise  a  responsibility  which  it  was  not  fit 
to  exercise  now.  If  there  was  anything  in  the 
aignment  that  it  was  desirable  to  withhold  this 
power  from  the  Colodial  Government  for  ten 
years,  there  was  far  greater"  reason  why  it 
should  be  withheld  after  that  time  ;  for  the 
Legislature  would  never  be  more  independent 
and  public-spirited  than  now.  But  ho  should 
oppose  the  resolution  chiefly  because  he  be- 
lieved we  were  not  justified  in  withholding  from 
the  colonists  of  this  country  the  aspiration  to 
the  highest  offices  of  State.  But,  apart  from 
that  injustice,  we  had  now  at  the  present  time 
in  the  colony  men  as  perfectly  fitted  for  the 
position  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
as  any  one  who  could  be  induced  to  come  out 
from  England  :  In  instance  of  which  he  men- 
tioned Mr.  C.  W.  Richmond,  whom  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  of  this  colony  would  rather 
see  on  the  bench  than  any  one  whom  you 
could  get  from  England  for  £1,500  a  year. 
There  were  members  of  the  Bar  now  in  the 
House,  members  of  universities,  from  whom  it 
would  be  a  cruel  injustice  to  withhold  that 
advancement  in  the  profession  which  Uiey  had 
a  right  to  look  for.  He  did  not  believe  they 
would  have  any  one  at  the  head  of  affairs 
within  these  ten  years  who  voold  dare  so  to 
exercise  his  power  as  to  give  the  Bench  an  ap- 
pearance of  corruption  and  partiality.  If  there 
were,  the  indignation  of  the  community  would 
drive  him  from  the  place  he  so  prostituted. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  could  not  agree  to 
the  resolution.  He  believed,  with  the  Native 
Sdinister,  that  the  Legislature  and  Executive 
were  more  to  be  trusted  now  than  they  would 
be  ten  years  hence ;  and  if  the  Legislature 
ahoold  become  corrupt  this  resolution  would 
Aot  restrain  them  at  aJl. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  could  not  vote  for  the 
zeaolntion. '  There  were  materieJ  reasons  why 
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we  should  preserve  this  i>ower  in  our  hands. 
We  wanted  a  "  Bar "  here.  Public  opinion 
and  an  educated  Press  were  quite  sufficient  to 
restrain  immoral  propensities  oh  the  part  of  the 
Judges.  The  busmess  of  the  Judge  was  simply 
to  interpret  the  law.  It  was  a  common  thin^ 
for  Judges  in  England  to  assist  their  memory 
by  reference  to  members  of  the  Bar  on  points  of 
law.  But  here  there  was  no  Bar,  and  Judges 
were  without  that  assistance,  which  was  really 
a°  material  one.  We  should  publish  to  the 
world  that  we  wanted  members  of  theBarh^re, 
even  if  only  such  as  were  junior  counsel  in  Eng- 
land. But,  if  this  resolution  were  passed,  that 
change  was  gone.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
Native  Minister  that  in  ten  years  the  Legisla- 
ture would  not  be  so  pure  and  independent  as 
now.  He  believed  that  society  would  progress 
in  all  that  was  valuable  year  after  year.  No 
members  of  the  English  Bar  would  come  out 
here  knowing  that  they  had  to  wait  some  years 
before  they  could  look  for  advancement  in  theix 
profession.  The  resolution  ought  to  read  this 
way:  that  after  ten  years  Judges  should  be 
appointed  by  Her  Majesty ;  taking  tfen  years  to 
prove  the  fallacy  of  thfs  idea 

Mr.  CARLETON,  after  referring  to  many  of 
the  argtmients  which  had  been  used  against  the 
resolution  as  savouring  of  stump  oratory,  pro- 
ceeded to  support  the  resolution.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  Executive  of  this  colony  was  to 
be  trusted  as  the  Executive  in  England.  Not 
that  they  were  worse  men ;  but  in  England 
there  was  a  public  opinion  which  they  must 
fear,  while  here  public  opinion  was  almost 
dead  with  regard  to  political  corruption.  If 
anything  could  raise  the  character  of  the  Bat 
of  this  colony,  it  would  be  the  drafting  into  it 
of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  English  Bar ; 
and  we  should  be  grateful  to  the  Home-country 
if  it  would  send  them. 

Mr.  FOX  read  a  memorandum  by  the  late 
Attorney-General  on  the  question,  expressing 
the  opinion  that  the  Colonial  Government 
ought  not  to  give  up  their  right  of  app6int- 
ment,  though  the  recommendation  of  an  Eng- 
lish Judge  would  be  advantageous.  Supposing 
the  House  legislated  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber proposed,  he  did  not  think  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  would  undertake  the  duty.  After 
what  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Mr.  La- 
bouchere  had  already  written,  it  would  seem 
extremely  probable  that  they  would  reply,  "  Aot 
for  yourselves."  On  the  theory  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  it  might  be  said  that 
we  should  refer  all  important  questions  to  the 
Home  Government.  li  it  was  so  necessary,  on 
Ebccount  of  local  influences  and  our  political 
corruption,  that  we  should  refer  the  appoint- ' 
ment  of  the  higher  Judges  to  tite  Home  Go- 
vernment, why  did  we  appoint  the  Judges  for 
the  minot  Court,  which  it  was  just  as  necessary 
should  be  pure  as  the  higher  ones  ?  And  not 
only  judicial  officers,  but  the  same  might  be 
said  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  or  othec 
high  officers.  But  what  security  had  we  that 
ev^i  by  an  English  Judge  a  fitting  man  would 
be  recommended  ?  He  had  no  fear  that  under 
our  present  system  we  should  in  anj  way  lower 
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the  chaiaoter  of  our  Courts.  Ha  oprdially  oon- 
oorred  with  the  Attorney-General  that  the 
proposition  was  an  insult  to  the  lawyers  of 
this  oolony.  If  he  were  in  general  practice 
in  this  country,  and  were  able  to  afford  it,  and 
tjhis  resolution  were  carried,  he  would  refuse 
ever  again  to  go  into  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
colony. 

Mr.  DOMETT  could  not  agree  with  these 
resolutions.  Uo  thought  we  were  in  no  danger 
now  of  any  such  debasement  of  the  character 
of  the  Bench  a^  had  been  spoken  of.  There 
was  a  public  opinion  in  this  colony.  New  Zea- 
land could  make  the  boast,  "  We  are  a  people 
yet."  Another  reason  was,  that  where  we 
should  get  one  man  sent  out  as  Judge  we  should 
get  fifty  come  out  to  try  for  those  prizes,  if  open 
to  them ;  half  of  whom,  perhaps,  would  be  as 
well  qualified  as  the  man  sept  out.  He  would 
vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  replied  at  some  length,  in- 
quiring, with  reference  to  the  reniark  of  the 
Native  Minister,  why  Mr.  Richmond  had  not 
had  the  offer  of  the  judgeship  for  Ota^.  Be- 
lieving thalf  one  day  many  honourable  gentle- 
men who  now  opposed  him  would  think  as  he 
did,  he  should  call  for  a  division,  even  if  he 
stood  alono. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  explanation,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  Mr.  Richmond's  name  had  been  dra^^ 
into  this  debate.  No  such  offer  had  been  made 
because  the  late  Attorney-General  had  positively 
declined  to  take  any  step  in  the  matter  till-a 
sufficient  salary  had  been  voted  and  placed  on 
the  Civil  List.  Had  they  remained  in  office,  it 
was  more  than  probable  that  offer  would  have 
been  made. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  as  amended. 
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Majority  against,  25. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  then  moved  the  fourth  reso- 
lution, and  wished  to  know  whether  the  'Go- 
vernment would  propose  the  necessary  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  D05IETT  said 'the  Govenunent  would 
be  prepared  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  legalire  the 
principal  resolution. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Fox 


POSITION  OP  ATTOBNET-GESEIUL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That,  in  the  minioa 
of  this  House,  the  duties  of  the  office  of  a  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  should  not  be  exercised  by  tbt 
Attorney-General,  and  that  the  latter  offioet 
should  not  necessarily  be  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  New  Zealand,  nor  hv 
tenure  of  office  necessarily  detemiin&ble  on  the 
retirement  from  office  of  any  particnlar  Minis- 
try. Ha  said  the  principle  in  this  retdntioi 
was  a  mere  matter  of  convenience  and  expedi- 
ency. [The  honourable  member  referred  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Attonu;- 
Generol  was  made  an. officer  of  the  Executive 
Council.]  He  had  carefully  worded  his  letofai- 
tion,  that  it  was  permissive,  and  not  oompoj- 
sory.  One  thing  only  was  compulsory,  that 
the  Attorney-General  should  not  be  Minister 
of  Justice.  He  wanted  the  Prime  Minister  fa) 
be  responsible  for  any  interferences  with  ^ 
administration  of  Justine. 

Mr.  CARLETON  seconded  the  motimi.  It 
was  tru,e  the  Attorney-General  being  a  memhet 
of  the  Cabinet  was  the  result  of  an  accident 
The  honourable  the  mover  had  so  exhausted 
the  argument  that  there  was  nothing  left  lot 
him  (Sir.  Carleton)  to  say. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  ask,  did  the  hononnbte 
the  mover  mean  to  give  to  any  Government  the 
power  of  appointing  a  permanent  Attomef- 
General  ?  . 

Mr.  S'TAPPORD  explained  his  meaning  to 
be,  that  if  a  Government  came  into  office,  and 
found  the  office  of  Attorney-General  Tscsnt, 
they  miglit  appoint  a  gentleman  on  the  under- 
standing expressed  in  this  resolution,  th&t  ht 
is  not  necessarily  a  member  of  the  Execatiw. 
If  that  Ministrv  should  retire  from  office,  it  ii 
not  necessary  that  the  Attorney-General  shooid 
retire.  Upon  the  new  Ministry  coming  in,  thfj 
might  continue  him  or  request  him  to  reUie. 

Mr.  DOMETT  then  could  have  no  objeetiai 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  supported  the  motia, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  that  th«  Jodfei 
should  take  no  part  in  tiia  politics  of  i» 
country. 

Mr.  BENALL  moved,  as  on  amendment,  ^ 
omission  of  all  the  words  after  the  words  "2<ev 
Zealand." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  see  any  objectiimto 
the  omission  of  the  words.  His  meaning  m 
perfectly  understood — that  the  Attomey-Oa» 
ral  should  not  necessarily  occupy  a  seat  in  thi 
Executive,  and  whten  a  Ministry  retired  6oa 
office  the  Attorney-General  should  not  neoa- 
sarily  retire  also. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion  OS  amended  agreed  to. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  DICK  moved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  at 
this  House  that  the  interests  of  the  colony  re- 
quire the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Qoremment  te 
some  place  in  Cook  Strait.  He  said  tbst, 
though  it  was  a  late  hour  at  which  to  intiodoea 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice;  je( 
its  imi>ortanoe  required  that  he  should  aty 
something  upon  it.    He  hod  not  intiadacsd  the 
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qnostion  of  the  seat  of  OoTetnment  from  any 
desiie  to  injure  Auckland ;  but  the  neoeesities 
of  the  case  demanded  that  the  colony  should 
now  be  governed  from  a  more  central  position. 
At  one  time  Auckland  might  have' been  the 
right  place  for  the  seat  of  Oovermnent :  when 
the  Middle  Island  was  very  thinly  populated, 
and  die  Native  question  was  almost  the  only 
.one  which  called  for  the  attention  of  the  Oo- 
Temor,    then   it  might   have    been   the  right 
'  centre  of  Government.    But  circumstances  Had 
now  completely  altered.     Auckland  was  now 
at  the  extremity  of  the  colony.     The  Middle 
Island  had  a  population  of  upwards  of  sixty 
thousand — more,  in  fact,  than  all  the  Native 
popnlatioa  together ;  and  therefore  the  wants  of 
the  Middle  Island  must  have  more  attention 
^ven  to  them  than  had  been  given  previously. 
The  seat  of  Grovemment  in  a  new  colony  should 
be  in  some  place  central,  or  as  nearly  so  as 
possible,  to  the  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  difficulty  of  communication  being  great, 
every  means  should  be  employed  to  diminish 
the  disadvantciges  arising  from  that  difficulty. 
The  position  of  Auckland  was  now  no  more 
fitted  for  the   seat  of  Government  than  the 
position  of  Donedin.     The  one  was  at  one 
extremity  of  the  colony,  and  the  other  was  at 
the  other  extremity.    Statistics  showed  that  in 
abnost  every  respect  Otago  was  now  in  advance 
of  Auckland ;  but  such  a  pre-eminence  was  not 
asked  for  Otago.     All  that  was  asked  was  simply 
that  jbstice  should  be  done,  and  that,  instead 
of  having  the  seat  of  Government  at  the  farthest 
extremity  of  the  colony  from  Otago, 'a  central 
position  should  be  chosen,  which  would  be  as 
nearly  as  possible  equally  distant  from  both, 
and  which  at  the  same  time  would  be  nearer  to 
the  other  provinces  of   the  colony.     Such  a 
position  was  to  be  found  in  Cook  Strait.    No 
one  could  deny  that  Cook  Strait  was  in  reality 
the  true  centre  of  New  Zealand.     Not  one 
province  would  be  at  further  distance  than  at 
present  from  the   seat  of  (jk>vemment  by  its 
removal  to  Cook  Strait  except  Auckland  itself, 
abd,  possibly,  to  a  small  extent,  Taranaki.    All 
the  others  would  be  brought  nearer  by  such  a 
lemoW.    He  thought  that  probably  Wellington 
was,  all  things  considered,  the  best  position  in 
Cook  Strait ;  but  that  question  he  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  then,  what  he  wanted  being  to 
t^Srm  the  statement  of  the  motion  that  the 
iaterests  of  the  colony  required  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  Government  to  some  place  in  Cook 
Strait.    He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  argued 
and  might  again  be  argued  in  favour  of  Auck- 
land as  the  seat  of  Government  that  the  Native 
difficulties  could  not  properly  be  attended  to 
from  any  other  place.    This  he  considered  the 
only  argument  of  any  weight  which  could  be 
ofiered  for  retaining  the  seat  of  Government  at 
Auckland;  but  he  considered  it  a  most  unsatis- 
factory one.      It  could  not   be  allowed  that 
the  interests  of  all  the  Europeans  in  the  Middle 
Island  should  bo  sacrificed  for  the  government 
of  the  Natives :  if  so,  tbcn  the  present  Govern- 
ment '  simply   existed  for  the   benefit  of    the  - 
Katives,  and  the  separation  of  the  two  Islands 
became  a  matter  of   necessity.     But  Otago 


suffered  especially  from  the  great  distance  at 
which  it  was  situated  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  giv- 
ing instances  of  the  delays  which  had  occurred 
in  the  transaction  of.  important  provincial 
business  from-  the  necessity  of  a  reference  to 
Auckland,  nor  of  the  vexation  caused  by  such 
delay ;  and  in  saying  this  he  did  not  attach 
any  blame  whatsoever  to  the  Government, 
although  probably  the  absence  amongst  the 
Natives  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  his  capacity 
of  Native  Minister,  may  have  sometimes  mad^ 
the  delay  in  forwarding  replies  to  correspon- 
dence greater  thtm  it  otherwise  would  have 
been.  But  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one 
that  during  the  last  twelve  months,  with  the 
rapid  increase  of  the  population,  the  discoveries 
of  new  goldfields,  and  the  consequent  derange- 
ment of  the  whole  existing  machinery  of  govern- 
ment, tha  delay  caused  by  constant  referenda  to 
Auckland,  with  the  knowledge  that  no  replies 
could  be  received  in  less  than  a  month,  and 
seldom  in  that  time,  must  have  been  vexatious 
in  the  extreme.  In  point  of  fact,ptago  was 
in  all  respects  nearei;  to  Melbourne  than  to 
Auckland :  the  communication  was  more  fre- 
quent, more  regular,  and  much  more  rapid. 
It  was  not  uncommon  to  get  replies  to  letters 
from  Melbourne  in  a  fortnight,  and  at  all  times 
it  was  safe  to  cr.lcnlate  upon  speedy  attention. 
With  such  facts  before  them  ^as  it  to  he- 
wondered  at  that  the  people  of  Otago,  and 
especially  the  more  recent  arrivals,  cried  out 
for  separation?  A  good  deal  had  been  said 
abont  that  cry,  and  he  would  now  say  something 
of  it  also.  That  cry  had  not  originated  in 
Otago.  Some  years  ago,  and  till  lately,  an 
important  Canterbury  paper,  the  Lyttelton 
Times,  had  been  an  earnest  advocate  for  separa- 
tion ;  immediately  after  the  last  session  of  the 
Assembly  a  Nelson  paper,  which  no  doubt 
represented  the  opinion  of  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  Nelson  Province — the  Nelaon 
Examiner — had  produced  several  able  articles 
on  the  same  side;  and,  though  Otago  was  now 
in  the  front  of  that  movement,  it  certainly  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  the  first  in  the  field. 
But  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  now  the 
cry  WM  louder  from  Otago  than  from  any  other 
place.  They  had  felt  most  heavily  the  injustice 
done  them  by  having  the  seat  of  Govemment 
at  such  a  distance.  The  new  arrivals  were  not 
now  to  be  easily  satisfied  with  the  delays  to 
which  they  Were  subjected  in  consequence  of 
that  distetnce.  They  knew  when  they  were 
unjustly  treated,  and  would  make  themselves 
heard.  They  were  men  from  Ballarat  and 
other  places  in  Australia — earnest,  active  ment 
accustomed  to  agitation,  and  alive  to  their  own 
interests.  He  was  not  necessarily  a  separa- 
tionist,  if  full  justice  could  bo  got  for  Otago  by 
other  means;  but  if  ho  saw  that  the  small 
amount  of  attention  asked  for  in  the  resolution 
before  the  House  was  refused,  he  could  not  but- 
feel  that  Otago  .would  think  itself  neglected : 
and  he  therefore  urged  that  the  proposition  for  - 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  should 
be  agreed  to. 
Major  BIGHABDSON  seconded  2>ro/or»>^. 
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Mi.  STAFPOBD  felt  the  qnestlon  was  en- 
tirely divested  of  party  character.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  a  question  of  propriety  and  ex- 
pediencjr.  He  was  not  going  to  dispute  the 
light  of  the  House  to  decide  this  question,  yet 
he  did  not  think  the  House  the  proper  tribunal 
to  determine  it.  He  referred  to  the  plan  upon 
which  the  seat  of  the  Canadian  GoTemment 
was  fixed.  The  whole  of  the  electors  voted  for 
two  places,  one  of  which  was  chosen.  He  could 
not  tuUy  agree  to  that  mode.  He  found  that 
the  driginal  framers  of  the  Constitution  never 
anticipated  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Provided  that  the  whole  of  the  electors 
should  vote  for  two  places,  which  in  their  esti- 
mation was  considered  most  suitable,  this 
plan  might  be  adopted  in  Kew  Zealand.  He 
was  disappointed  at  the  way  in  which  the 
honourable  member  brought  this  question  be- 
fore the  House.  When  he  first  gare  notice 
of  the  motion  he  proposed  Wellington.  He 
ought  to  have  adhered  to  that  as  something 
definite,  instead  of  substituting  Cook  Strait. 
He  did  not  say  on  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait, 
or  in  a  floating  Parliament  between  the  shores, 
which,  having  reference  to  the  earthquakes  in 
this  part,  might  be  the  safest  place.  If  he 
wished  to  have  the  General  Assembly  meet  in 
Cook  Strait,  he  supposed  it  would  be  some- 
where on  the  shores.  There  were  only  three 
places — Wellington,  Nelson,  and  Picton.  He 
would  consider  their  relative  qualifications. 
Wellington  was  the  oldest  settlement  in  the 
oqlouy,  and  until  lately  it  was  the  second  com- 
mercial port.  It  had  an  excellent  harbour,  EJid 
communication  with  the  coast  of  both  Islands. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  relative  to  the 
earthquakes  as  an  objection. 

Mr.  RGNALL. — The  earthquakes  have  done 
Wellington  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  he  would  admit  the 
raising  of  the  beach  by  an  earthquake  had  done 
Wellington  some  good.  '  Nothing  could  be  said 
against  Wellington  on  that  account.  Any 
other  part  of  the  colony  was  liable  to  such 
visitations.  An  earthquake  was  felt  in  Dun- 
edin  when  there  were  only  eight  hundred  people 
there.  No  person  could  tell  what  might  be  the 
future  effects  of  earthquakes  from  what  had 
passed.  He  would  not  allow  any  considera- 
tions of  that  kind  to  have  any  weight  with  him 
in  giving  his  vote  on  this  occasion.  They 
should  -view  it  as  a  mere  question  of  con- 
venience and  expediency.  He  did  not  desire 
to  see  any  one  province  advanced  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  others.  He  would  now  come  to 
Kelson.  It  had  the  disadvantage  of  a  bad  har- 
bour. It  could  not  admit  of  the  Panama 
steamers  coming  in  when  that  line  was  esta- 
blished ;  and  that  would  be  a  very  fundamental 
objection  to  Nelson  being-  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. In  that  respect  Wellington  had  the 
advantage  of  Nelson.  On  the  other  hand  Nelson 
had  a  rapid  communication  with  the  Manukau ; 
it  had' a  much  greater  facility  than  Wellington 
of  communication  with  the  Natives,  and  with 
that  portion  of  the  western  coast  where  it  was 
likely  a  large  European  population  would 
shortly  be  settled ;  which  gave  Nelson  a  posi- 


tion of  absolute  equality.  Then  Picton  pos- 
sessed advantages  over  both  Wellington  and 
Nelson.  It  had  as  rapid  a  communication  with 
the  east  coast  of  the  Northern  and  Middle 
Island.  Then,  as  regarded  the  west  coast,  itwi*. 
equal  to  Nelson.  It  had  also  a  magnificent 
harbour,  which  was  capable  of  being  defended 
easily.  Then  he  would  place  Picton  first,  and 
it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  Nelson 
or  Wellington  came  next.  Coming  to  the 
general  question,  he  sympathized  with  the 
position  of  Otago  in  the  neglect  she  had  been 
treated  with.  [The  honourable  member  thai 
referred  to  an  interview  which  the  lepresentk- 
tives  of  the  Southern  Island  had  had  wiA  the 
late  Ministry.]  He  thought  it  a  great  pity 
that  some  member  of  the  Ministry  had  not 
been  despatched  to  Otago  some  time  sinee  to 
look  to  its  interests,  as  had  been  proposed.  If 
that  had  been  done  they  would  not  have  hid 
the  cry  of  "Separation."  He  wonldstateatonw 
that  he  was  going  to  vote  against  the  res(dn- 
tidn.  He  was  not  to  be  caught  by  the  ad  caf- 
tandum  alteration  from  "  Wellington "  to 
"  Cook  Strait."  He  did  not  think  the  Nelsoo 
members  would  bo  caught  by  such  chaff.  He  be- 
lieved that  Auckland  was  th6  proper  place  fnmi 
which  to  govern  the  Natives.  He  absolTite()r 
refused  to  accept  the  proposition  that  tl» 
geographical  centre  of  the  country  should  te 
an  overwhelming  or  overruling  consideration  in 
fixing  the  seat  of  Government.  Was  Lon^ 
the  geographical  centre  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland?  Was  Paris  the  centre  of  France? 
Spain,  he  believed,  was  the  only  country  vheis 
'  the  seat  of  Government  was  near  the  centn. 
If  they  were  to  select  a  place  because  of  its 
central  position,  they  would  find  the  Kajkoons 
to  be  about  the  central  position  of  New  Zea- 
land. If  there  was  any  one  pl^ce .  more  ttaa 
another  which  had  a  large  prepondenuice  d 
advantages  for  being  the  seat  of  Government, 
that  place  was  Auckland.  Some*  honoonliis 
members  spoke  of  it  as  the  extreme  nortiun 
end  of  New  Zealand.  That  was  an  err»,  &c 
Auckland  was  180  miles  from  the  northern  ml 
of  the  Island,  and  the  population  was  situated 
almost  entirely  to  the  north  of  the  city.  Ob*- 
fourth  of  the  entire  population  of  the  cokny 
belonged  to  Auckland.  Then,  Taranakihada 
population  of  2,000,  and  Hawke's  Bay  a  p(^ 
lation  of  2,600.  Then  Auckland  had  a  DHf- 
nificent  harbour,  with  extensive  wharfage  on  tbe 
east  coast ;  and  on  the  west  coast,  only  five  or 
six  miles  apart,  it  had  another  fine  harbom, 
the  Manukau :  thereby  giving  it  advantages 
greater  than  any  other  pact  of  the  colony. 
[The  honourable  member  then  entered  iita 
the  Separation  question,  and  said  he  newi 
heard  what  might  be  a  great  cry  with  so  few 
arguments  in  its  favonr.]  If  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment were  changed,  Auckland  would  go  in 
for  separation,  and  then  Otago  would  be  M 
more  .satisfied  with  the  seat  of  Government  at 
Wellington  than  they  now  were  with  Aaokland. 
The  Victorian  element  would  not  be  lulled  by 
such  a  bait.  He  could  not  now  recognize  the 
necessity  of  a  change  of  the  seat  of  Gorem- 
ment.    If  the  honourable  member  snbstitated 
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"NelKm"  for  "CJook  Strait"  he  woidd  vote 
against  it.  He  believed  that  the  Sepaiatioa 
eiy  would  not  be  lolled  by  carrying  this  reso- 
lution. He  most  emphatically  vramed  the 
hoioaiable  members  for  Nelson  that  they 
coold  not  commit  a  more  fatal  injury  to  the 
fotore  interests  of  Nelson  than  to  vote  for  this 
lesolation. 

Mr.  O'NEHiL. — Sir,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  my  thanks  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  for  the  impartial  and  manly 
speech  made  by  bun  on  the  subject  now  before 
the  House.  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whether 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  is  really 
in  earnest  in  moving  such  a  resolution,  because 
I  c&miot  understand  what  sympathy  he  can 
'  have  with  Wellington ;  and  my  doubts  are 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  placed  himself  in  the  proud 
lanks  of  the  "  new  identity  "  in  Otago,  which 
have  raised  a  flag  of  a  very  difiermt  colour — 
that  of  Separation ;  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
be  glad  to  see  that  the  honourable  member  has 
a  reasonable  hope  of  leaving  to  his  descendants 
that  celebrated  silver  cup  on  which  is  to  be 
engraven,  "  Great  is  the  name  of  Dick."  Sir,  I 
deny  (be  right  of  this  House  to  change  the  seat 
of  Qovermnent,  that  being  a  matter  of  sale 
between  the  Imperial  Oovemment  and  the 
settlers  of  Auckland,  who  made  purchases  under 
the  guarantee  of  both  the  colonial  aqd  the 
Imp^ialanthorities ;  therefore,  if  Her  Majesty's 
■Oovemment,  who  alone  can  effect  the  change, 
considers  it  expedient  to  do  so,  they  will  ao- 
company  that  decision  by  a  declaration  that 
the  injustice  and  wrong  shall  be  repaired  by  a 
fair  amount  of  compensation.  I  deny  most 
emphatically  that  the  interests  of  the  colony 
reqnire  that  the  seatof  Oovemment  should  be 
removed  to  Ckx)k  Strait.  It  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  the  Middle  Island  pro- 
vinces whether  their  communication  is  kept  up 
by  steamers  to  the  Manukau  or  to  Wellington ; 
•and  especially  is  this  the  case  now,  when  we 
have  superior  steamships  plying  on  the  coast. 
If  a  more  central  position  is  absolutely  required, 
no  one  for  a  moment  would  say  that  Wellington 
is  the  most  eligible  position.  I  think  that 
Picton,  of  ail  o&ers,  could  lay  claim  to  that 
supremacy.  About  twenty-two  years  ago, 
when  Captain  Hobson  took  possession  of  these 
islands  for  Her  Majesty,  he  planted  a  small 
town  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  look  for  a  poper  place  for  the 
young  capital,  which,  alter  some  time,  he 
selected  on  the  Isthmus  of  the  Waitemata  (five 
miles  wide) ;  and  every  person  who  visits  Auck- 
land must  pronounce  it  to  be  a  most  judicious 
choice  for  the  capital  of  a  colony.  The 
superiority  of  Auckland  is  manifest  to  every  one 
who  knows  that  Auckland  has  two  great  har- 
bours :  its  eastern  harbour  is  one  of  the  safest 
and  best  in  this  hemisphere,  and  that  on  the 
west  laj^e  and  commodious,  and-  from  which 
the  steamers  now  proceed  to  the  southern 
provinces.  Auckland  has  water-oonununication 
By  the  Biver  Kaipara  far  to  the  northward ;  and 
southward,  for  an  immense  distance  iidand, 
by  another  Tnagnifioent  liver,  the   Waikato. 


AaeUand  has  also  the  great  rtvers,  Thanlea, 
Waipa,  Tamaki,  andmcmy  others,  all  of  which, 
taken  in  connection  vrith  the  numerous  creeks 
and  arms  of  the  sea,  bringing,  as  they  do,  water- 
communication  to  every  settler's  doors — in  £aot 
all  the  natural  advantages  combined  make 
Auckland  a  singularly  judicious  choice  to  be 
the  capital,  both  political  and  commercial,  of  a 
great  colony ;  indeed,  there  is  not  another  city 
with  such  aidvantages  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Sir,  before  the  seat  of  Oovemment  can  be  re- 
moved, if  one  can  judge  from  the  debates  of 
this  session,  yon  must  first  either  remove  or 
exterminate  the  Native  race  from  the  Province 
of  Auckland. 

Mr.  CABLETON,  after  referrmg  to  the 
alteration  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  in  his  motion,  said  he  had  thought 
some  honourable  member  would  have  moved, 
before  the  question  was  discussed,  that  it  be 
amended  by  the  substitution  of  "  Wellington  " 
for  "  Cook  Strait."  The  motion  was  now  left 
indefinite,  and  this  was  all  time  thrown  away 
unless  the  motion  was  made  more  definite. 
The  question  was  not  one  of  convenience  alone, 
as  had  been  said ;  but — "  a  bargain's  a  bargain ;" 
and  town  property  was  acquired  here  at  £1 
an  acre— the  first  sale  in  Auckland  was  £2,600 
an  acre,  simply  because  it  was  a  bargain  that  it 
was  to  be  the  seat  of  Oovemment.  It  might 
have  been  a  bad  bargain — he  had  made  several 
bad  baigEkins  himself  in  his  time  ;  but,  good  or 
bad,  a  bargain  should  be  kept  to ;  and  if  the 
bargain  was  broken  were  honourable  members 
prepared  to  pay  compensation  ? 

Major  RICHARDSON.— Who  were  the  con- 
tracting parties  to  this  bargain  ? 

Mr.  CABLETON.— It  was  given  out  publicly 
by  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  G.  OBAHAM.— Lord  John  Bossell  and 
Lord  Stanley. 

Mr.  FOX  said  it  was  no  use  discussing  this 
question-7-every  one  had  made  up  their  minds 
about  it'.  The  arguments  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  were  fallacies, 
especially  that  about  the  bargain.  How  oould  a 
bargain  bind  third  parties  who  did  not  a^ee  to 
it?    But  that  was  not  the  question  :  it  was 

girfeotly  competent  at  any  moment  for  the 
ouse  to  remove  the  seat  of  Oovemment 
where  they  pleased.  His  own  serious  and  de- 
liberate conviction  was  that  there  was  no 
greater  difficulty  in  governing  from  here  than 
from  Auckland,  but  rather  less;  for  by  the 
seat  of  Oovemment  being  so  close  to  the 
Waikato  tribes  they  were  kept  in  a  conststnt 
nneaisiness  fay  the  rumours  proceeding  from 
the  seat  of  Oovemment.  He  thought  they 
should  proceed  at  once  to  a  vote,  every  one's 
mind  being  made  up. 

Mr.  O.  OBAHAM  inquired  if  this  waS  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  called 
face-to-face  policy.  He  could  not  believe  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  thought  that  the 
Natives  could  be  governed  so  well  at  Wellington 
as  in  Auckland.  He  was  surprised  to  heat 
honourable  members  from  the  South  speak  of 
Auckland  as  the  extreme  north,  and  would  ask 
those  that  were  ignoiant  of  its  real  position  to 
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look  at  a  chart,  and  they  would  se«  that  it  was 
nearly  two  hondred  iniles  distant  from  the 
extreme  north.  He  would  call  their  attention 
to  the  number  of  fine  rivers  that  ran  into  our 
harbours ;  and,  do  what  they  would,  Auckland 
must  become  a  great  commercial  city.  He 
would  remind  them  of  the  existence  of  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  Mongonui,  Hokianga,  and  other 
ports  where  a  great  many  foreign  vessels 
annually  called  in  for  snppUes ;  and  where  so 
many  American  whalers  met  there  should  be 
some  attention  paid  to  British  interests.  Let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  war  at  Kororarika 
was  encouraged  by  these  foreigners.  He  would 
remind  them  also  that  Auckland  must  remain 
for  years  the  head-quarters  of  the  missionai^ 
bodies;  and  none  could  question  that  it 
must  continue  the  prhiaipaf  station  for  the 
navy  and  troops.  Situated  as  Auckland  was, 
with  one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world  on 
the  east,  and,  at  a  distance  of  six  miles,  another 
fine  harbour  on  the  west  coast,  nature  seemed 
to  have  formed  it  as  a  fitting  place  for  the  seat 
of  Government  for  a  great  nation.  He  would 
also  remind  honourable  members  that  the 
mineral  wealth  of  Auckland  promised  to  equal 
that  of  the  most  favoured  part  of  this  fine 
country.  With  the  gold  at  Coromandel,  copper 
in  many  parts,  the  extensive  coal-beds,  the 
convenience  to  the  whale  fisheries,  and  fine 
kauri  forests,  some  thousands  of  people  would 
be  attracted  to  her,  and  her  population  was  now 
about  one-third  of  that  of  the  whole  colony. 
In  his  opinion  it  was  the'  best  place  for  the  seat 
of  Government. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  would  never  rest  tiU 
Wellington  was  the  seat  of  Government ;  and, 
notwithstanding  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  had  said  about  this  being  in- 
jurious to  Nelson,  he  ventured  to  predict  that 
next  session  so  greatly  would  the  inconveniences 
bo  felt  that  there  would  be  a  positive  majority, 
not  in  favour  of  Cook  Strait,  but  of  Wellington, 
every  southern  member  advocating  it.  On  this 
question  Canterbury  was  umanimous  even  now. 
'  With  regard  to  centrality,  he  held  that  it  was 
a  necessary  quality  of  the  seat  of  Government ; 
and  he  found  by  the  map  that  London  was 
centrally  situated  with  regard  to  all  the  im- 

Sortant  places  in  England.  Auckland,  no 
oubt,  must  always  be  a  considerable  com> 
munity ;  but  Otago  must  be  a  greater,  and  no 
^ace  In  the  Southern  Island  was  standing  still. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  Government  would  aSect  the  value  of  pro- 
perty in  Auckland  much ;  but  if  it  did  it  was 
nothing  to  this  House  that  extravagant  prices 
had  been  given  for  property  in  AuoUand. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said  that  no  doubt 
his  honourable  friend  supposed  that,  he  having 
■poken,  Canterbury  was,  of  course,  "  unani- 
mous;" for,  it  had  been  said  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  regarded  himself  as  Canterbury. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Williamson)  would  venture  to 
lay  that  his  honourable  friend  would  be  mis- 
taken on  this  occasion.  Canterbury  would  not 
bo  unanimous  on  the  vote  about  to  be  taken. 
3Cn  corresponding  with  the  Government  of  the 
day  on  matters  relating  to  his  province,  no 
Mr.  a.  Oraham 


doubt  the  liononraUe  member  would  ptfsfar 
personal  interviews  to  written  communicatians. 
Well,  the  means  were  now  provided  which 
would  enable  him  to  visit  Auckland  as  fre- 
quently and  almost  as  speedily  as  Cook  StiaiL 
And,  indeed,  he  (Mr.  Wiiliamaon)  thought  that 
occasional  trips  to  Auckland  would  be  of  great 
value  to  his  honourable  friend,  for  he  had  ob- 
served with  pleasure  that  whenever  his  honxmr- 
a^le  friend  had  honoured  Auckland  with  a  visit 
he-  looked  to  be  exceedingly  well  and  happy; 
In  the  early  days  of  the  colony  the  oompUunts 
made  by  the  people  of  the  southern  provinces 
because  of  their  distance  from  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, and  the  delays  and  inconvenience 
arising  therefrom,  wete  not  unreasonable.  At 
that  time  the  Government  brig  was  almost  the 
only  means  of  communication  between  Auck- 
land and  the  South ;  and  her  movements  wets 
slow  enough.  A  very  difierent  state  of  things 
existed  now.  Our  steam  arrangements  afforded 
opportunities  of  rapid  intercourse  between  tlK 
chief  ports  of  the  provinces,  north  and  south; 
and  the  complaints  now  urgid  on  this  gioimd 
were  not  tenable.  The  honourable  member 
who  had  brought  forward  the  motion  had  given 
the  House  some  information  relative  to  the 
statistics  of  Otago.  Now,  what  the  items  of 
sheep  and  pigs,  of  cattle  and  goats,  had  to  da 
with  the  question  of  the  seat  of  Govemmest 
he  (Mr.  Williamson)  could  not  conceive.  Why 
did  the  honourable  member  omit  the  item  oF 
asses  ?  The  remedy  for  the  old  grievance  tf 
distance  from  the  seat  of  Government  ms 
found  in  the  powers  of  local  self-govemmeiit 
provided  in  our  provincial  institutions.  Almost 
everything  in  the  way  of  government  tliat 
was  required  could  be  done  by  the  Prorindsl 
Governments  themselves.  He  might  inrtanw 
tiie  management  of  goldfields.  Powers  relating 
to  the  management  of  them  had  been  dele- 
gated to  the  Superintendents. 

Mr.  DICE. — ^The  powers  are  not  snffioimt 
without  reference  to  the  Governor. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON.— WeU,  they  couU 
shortly  be  obtained.  Reference  had  very  pK^edf 
been  made  to  the  very  efficient  police  fane  it 
that  province ;  and  he  was  glad  to  hear  hit 
honourable  friend  the  Superintendent  get 
credit  for  the  establishment  of  that  ftm. 
The  powers  in  the  provinces  were  very  exten- 
sive. Everything  relating  to  peace,  otiai, 
and  good  government  within  their  reepeciin 
boundaries  could  be  accomplished  for  tbeoi- 
selves  ;  so  that  there  was  really  no  longer  mj 
excuse  for  the  revival  of  the  old  agitation «( 
the  question  of  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govan- 
meht.  Almost  every  argument  that  could  be 
urged  against  this  motion  had  been  expounded 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  Gi^, 
whose  speech  ought  to  have  been  suffioient  to 
convince  the  House  of  the  inexpediency  of 
entertaining  this  question.  He  (Mr.  Williaa- 
son)  most  cordially  united  with  the  honoaraU* 
member  for  the  NorUiem  Division  in  tihanWng 
that  hcaiourable  member  for  the  part  he  h*a 
taken  on  this  occasion.  In  the  consideratioD 
of  this  question,  however,  he  must  say  that  he 
4id  not  attach  so  much  importanoe  as  bad 
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been  given  to  the  prices  paid  for  Ifind  by  the 
first  buyers  at  Auckland  :  ha  would  rather  ask 
the  House  to  be  guided  by  the  considerations 
of  greater  moment  which  ailected  the  colony, 
and  especially  the  Northern  Island,  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  If  they  were  sincere  in  their  desire 
to  leave  to  the  Governor  the  untrammelled 
management  of  Native  matters,  they  ought 
not  to  proceed  to  dictate  to  him  the  place 
from  whence  those  affairs  were  to  be  con- 
dnetcd.  He  could  not  see  how  Dunedin  was 
to  be  benefited  by  the  removaJ  of  the  Mat  of 
Government  to  Cook  Strait,  and  urged  the 
honoorable  the  mover  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON,  in  reference  to  some  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Heathcote,  said 
he  should  be  perfectly  unworthy  to  represent 
Chiistchuroh  if  he  did  not  resist  any  dictation 
as  to  how  he  should  vote.  He  looked  upon  no 
member  in  this  House  as  his  Honour  the 
Superintendent,  but  all  as  private  nxembers. 

Mr.  FITZGEKALD  said  it  was  his  opinion 
as  well  as  the  honourable  member  for  Heath- 
cote, that  the  constituents  of  Canterbury  were 
almost  unanimous  in  wishing  for  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Wellington. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  explained.  AU  he  had 
mahed  to  convey  to  the  House  was  that  he 
believed  nearly  all  Canterbury  were  in  favour 
of  the  removal  of-  the  seat  of  Government 
to  Wellington.  Nothing  was  farther  (rom  his 
thoughts  than  dictation,  especially  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Chiistcharch. 

Mr.  JOLLI£  should  consider  it  a  dereliction 
from  his  duty  if  he  did  not  do  his  utmost  to  se- 
cure the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  to 
a  mote  central  position,  being  convinced  that 
unless  it  -were  wholly  aocompli^ed  there  would 
be  a  serious  disruption  of  the  integrity  of  this 
colony. 

Major  RICHARDSON  would  vote  for  Cook 
Strait,  as  the  geographical,  commerciaJ,  and 
political  centre. 

Mr.  IIANTEIjL  from  personal  ezperience 
bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  could  not 
hope  for  any  permanent  settlement  of  the 
Native  question  so  long  as  the  foous  of  Euro- 
pean power  in  these  islands  was  placed  so 
close  to  the  great  strength  of  the  Native  popu- 
lation. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  was  of  the  entirely 
opposite  opinion.  If  the  House  now  resolved 
that  the  seat  of  Government  be  removed  to 
Wellington,  they  must  understand  that  they 
relieved  him  «t  onoe  of  the  duties'  of  Native 
Minister.  The  House  must  not  dream  of  tbe 
possibility  that  any  one  living  here  could  start 
these  institutions  of  Native  government  with 
any  chance  of  success. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  the  remarks  of 
the  Native  Minister  alone  had  decided  him  to 
vote  against  this  motion. 

Mr.  BRANDON  protested  against  the  un- 
fairness of  the 'course  taken  by  the  Native 
Minister. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  explained  that  he  had 
intended  to  say  nothing ;  but  his  honourable 
colleague  for  Wallace's  positive  statement  for 
gMning  votes  the  other  way  placed  him  in  an 


unfair  position,  from  which  he  vras  bound  to 
relieve  himself.  He  had  not  referred  to  the 
seat  pf  Government  especially,  but  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Natives. 

Mr.  RENALL  said  the  honourable  member 
was  perfectly  right  in  arguing  from  the 
authority  of  his  position  as  Native  Minister, 
but  had  no  right  to  throw  his  office  into  the 
bargain. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  this  question  had  no 
right  to  be  decided  on  Native  affairs.  It  was 
quite  impossible  the  country  could  be  governed 
aota.  Auckland. . 

Mr.  RHODES  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  and  showed  how  it 
happened  the  seat  of  Go^mment  was  over 
placed  at  Auckland. 

Mr.  WELLS  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  affirm  the  principles  of  this  reso- 
lution, and,  if  carried,  leave  it  to  Sir  George 
Grey  to  decide  at  what  point  of  Cook  Strait  it 
should  be. 

Mr.  CURTIS  thought  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  that  the  Native,  difficulty  would  not  admit 
of  it  ^t  present.  He  had  ofiered,  therefore,  to 
vote  for  the  motion  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  add  the  words,  "  as  soon  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  the'  Governor,  the  oircumstanoes  of 
the  colony  should  permit."  That  -ofier  had 
been  deoUned,  and  he  must  Vote  for  the  Go- 
vernment remaining  at  Auckland  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  COLENSO  was-  undecided  as  to  which 
way  he  should  vote,  but  was  inclined  to  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  WELD  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  CARGILL  would  vote  for  the  motion 
merely  as  the  affirmation  of  a  general  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  B.  QB.AHAM  spoke  against  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  WATT  looked  upon  it  merely  as  a  ques- 
tion of  time ;  and  he  thought,  under  the  present 
exceptional  circumstances  with  the  Natives,  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  remove  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment from  Auckland.  He  therefore  moved, 
as  an  ardendment,  the  addition  of  the  words, 
"  at  the  earliest  possible  period  consistent  with 
a  due  consideration  of  the  general  interests  of 
the  colony." 

The  amendment,  not  being  seconded,  fell 
to  the  ground. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  spoke  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  WARD  gaii  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the 
remove  of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Cook 
Strait. 

Mr.  DICK,  in  reply,  referred  to  some  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Stafford).  That  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  arguments  introducing  the  motion  had 
not  been  so  strong  as  he  had  expected.  If  the 
length  of  a  speech  were  to  be  taken  as  aa 
argument,  then  he  (Mr.  Dick)  admitted  that 
be  had  not  argued  so  well  as  the  honourable 
gentleman;  but  he  held  that  the  honourable 
gentleman's  arguments  were  not  all  of  the 
strongest  ohatacter— as,  for  instanoe,  the  length 
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of  time  he  was  kept  waiting  at  the  Dunedin 
Post-office  for  a  letter,  and  his  solemn  yraming 
to  the  representatives  from  Nelson  that,  if  they 
voted  for  the  resolution,  they  would  one  day 
bitterly  repent  it.  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  had 
also  acted  unfairly,  remarking  that  the  motion 
had  been  brought  forward  insincerely,  and 
simply  with  the  view  of  assisting  the  Separation, 
movement.  Such  was  not  the  case.  He  sin- 
cerely desired  to  see  the  seat  of  Government 
in  the  centre  of  the  colony — where  in  Cook 
Strait  it  did  not  matter  to  him.much.  Ho  was 
not  anxious  to  see  Separation  accomplished, 
provided  he  could  ^obtain  justice  to  southern 
interests — ^justice  to  the  colony  as  a  whole,  sind 
not  superior  advantages  given  to  one  part,  to 
the  injury  of  the  rest.  But,  if  due  attention 
could  not  be  given  to  the  interests  of  the  South 
— if  all  the  advantages  of  Government  were 
claimed  for  and  retained  by  the  North — then 
he  certainly  was  for  separation.  The  Ministry 
of  which  Mr.  Stafiord  wa^  the  head  had  carried 
the  Kew  Provinces  Act  because  somo  parts  of  a 
province  were  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  capital  of  that  province.  If  that  argument 
vas  good  for  the  province,  it  was  equally  good 
for  the  colony  ;  and  if  the  seat  of  Oovemmenb 
was  to  be  retained  at  Auckland,  Separation  was, 
according  to  the  principles  on  which  the  New 
Provinces  Act  became  law,  both  just  and  ex- 
pedient. The  Native  Minister  had  expressed 
bis  intention  to  oppose  the  motion ;  and  in 
doing  so  he  (Mr.  Dick)  •thought  be  did  his 
constituents  an  injustice.  At  the  time  it  was 
intimated  that  Mr.  Dillon  Bell  was  appointed 
Native  Minister  he  (Mr.  Dick)  had  considered 
it  to  be  a  pity  that  a  representative  from  the 
South  should  hold  that  office.  This  opinion 
was  confirmed  now  that  he  found  the  honour- 
'  able  gentleman  objecting  that  be  could  not,  as 
Native  Minister,  support  a  resolution  for  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  Government.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  not  do  his  con- 
stituents justice  while  he  held  his  present  ap- 
pointtnent,  it  was  his  duty  to  resign  that  ap- 
pointment at  once. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  23. 
Brandon  Gillies  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cargill  Harrison  Thomson 

Oarter  JoUie  Wsurd    ■ 

Cookson  Moorhouse         Weld 

Featherston       Onpond  Wells. 

FitzOerald        Benall 
Fitzherbert        Rhodes  .      Teller. 

Fox  Biohardson        Dick. 

NoKS,  23. 
Atkinson  Graham,  R.       Stafford 

Bell  Henaerson  '      Taylor,  0.  J. 

Butler  Mason  Williamson,  Jas 

Oarleton  Munro,  J.         Williamson,  Jno 

Oolenso  Nixon  Wilson 

Curtis  O'NeiU  Wood. 

Domett  O'Rorke  Teller. 

Graham,  0.       Biohmond,A.  3.  Biusell. 
Majority  against,  1. 

Motion  negatived. 

She  House  adjourned  at  two  o'olook  aon. 
Mr.Viek 


LEGISLATTVB  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  SXnd  August,  166X. 


Ministerial  Statement  —  Constitution  of  Comial— 
Third  Beading  — Minors'  Bepresentatioa  Bin- 
First  Beading— Bepreeentation  Bill— DeMon 
and  Creditors  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbaybrs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWKLL  explained  that  for 
the  present  he  had  folt  himself  unable  to  join 
the  (k)vemment  as  one  of  the  Ministry,  though 
he  bad  at  their  request  accepted  the  office  of 
Attorney-General,  but  not  as  a  Minister.  It 
would  be  readily  understood  that  under  ciicnin- 
stances  like  the  present  the  measures  piopond 
by  the  new  Government  might  not  be  such  u 
he  could  cordially  npprove  of.  Disapproving  m 
he  did  of  some  of  those  measures,  he  could  not 
take  upon  himself  to  come  down  to  the  Connefl 
and  recommend  their  adoption  upon  his  own 
responsibility.  If.  the  Legislature  should  past 
them,  and  they  should  become  law,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  everybody,  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability,  to  assist  the  Governor  in  carrying  them 
into  effect,  and  he  should  be  prepared  st  the 
end  of  the  session  to  join  the  Government  upoa 
the  usual  terms. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  COUNCIL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL, 
the  address  to  Her  Majesty  prepared  by  tht 
Select'  Committee  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
Council  was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency,  inA 
a  respectful  aiddress  praying  him  to  transmit  it 
to  the  principal  Secretary  of  State  iat  tlx 
Colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  TbroDc. 

THIRD  READING. 
Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill. 

MINERS'  REPRESENTATION  BILL 
The  Miners'  Representation  Bill  was  reeoo- 
mitted,  further  considered  in  Committee,  ani 
reported  to  the  Council  with  amendment. 

FIRST  READING. 
Birds  Protection  Bill. 

R"EPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  Bepresentation  Bill  was  read  a  seeond 
time,  considered  in   Committee,  and  repoctsi 
to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS  BILL. 
The  Council  went  into  Committee  for  tbe 
consideration  of  the  Debtors  and  Creditors  BiB. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  agiiin. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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Pabllo  Me^tlns,  Uongonnl— Caaea  tried  at  Mongonol 
— Caaoa  tried  at  Bay  of  IslandB— Hawke's  Bay 
Petition— Constitation  of  Council— Select  Com- 
mittee—Ijaw  Practitioners  Act  Amendment  Bill- 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill— Amendmenta  by  Legie- 
lative  Council- Birds  Proteotion  Bill— Besident 
MaslBtrates'  Jarlsdiotion  Extension  Bill— Ota«o 
and  Southland  Bonndary  Bill— First  Beading— 
Bupiema  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2>— Native 
Beserres  Amendment  Bill— Ooldfields  Bill. 


Mx.  Sfeaxbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

PUBIilO  MEETING,  MONGONUI. 

Mr.  WELD  moved  for  all  correspondsDce 
between  the  Besident  Magistrate,  Mongonui, 
and  the  Government,  relating  to  a  public  meet- 
ing held  there  in  the  early  part  of  May  last. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CASES  TRIED  AT  MONGONUI. 

Mr.  WELD  moved  for  a  return  of  all  oases 
between  Europeans  and  Natives  tried  in  the 
Mongonui  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  and 
District'  Court  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1860,  to  the  latest  possible  period,  showing  the 
decision  or  verdict  in  each  case,  and  the  num- 
ber of  oases,  specifying  such  cases,  if  any,  in 
which  execution  followed  judgment,  together 
with  tuiy  correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the 
General  Government. relating  thereto.  Return 
to  be  made  at  the  earliest  convenient  date  in 
the  next  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CASES  TRIED  AT  BAY  OP  ISLANDS. 

Mt.  CARLETON  moved  for  a  return  of  all 
cases  between  Enropeans  and  Natives  tried  in 
the  Bay  of  Islands  District  Resident  Magistrate's 
Court  and  District  Court  from  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1860,  to  the  latest  possible  period, 
showing  the  decision  or  verdict  in  each  case, 
and  the  nnmber  of  cases,  specifying  such  oases, 
if  any,  in  which  execution  follow^  judgment, 
together  with  any  correspondence  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  General  Government  relating 
thereto.  Return  to  be  made  at  the  earliest 
oonvenient  date  in  the  ne:tt  session  of  the 
Assembly. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  PETITION, 
Mr.  ORMOND  moved,  That  the  petition  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Hawke's 
Bay  relating  to  proceedings  in  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  (Colonel  Russell's)  Court  there  be 
referred  to  K  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond, 
Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  Mantell,  and  the  mover ;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  or  papers.  [He  briefly 
explained  how  ne  was  intrusted  with  the 
petition,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
result  of  the  Committee's  inquiry  would  be 
considerably  in  favour  of  Colonel  Rofsell.] 
Motion  agreed  to. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  said  he  torought  forward  this 
motion  in  justice  to  his  constituency,  who 
thought  they  were  not — as  to  public  opinion— 
fairly  represented  in  their  two  nominee  mem- 
bers. He  had  decided  on  taking  action  in  this 
matter  through  hearing  of  the  late  resignation 
of  several  Magistrates  in  consequence  of  par- 
tisan appointments,  and  also  through  reading 
an  article  in  the  Wellington  Spectator  of  the 
16th  August.  He  vrished  to  preserve  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  and  to  increase  its  influence 
for  the  general  good ;  hence,  he  thought  ap- 
pointments thereto  should  be  made  "  irrespec- 
tive of  party."  Ho  had  heard  that  birth,  or 
education,  or  intelligence,  or  long  colonial  re- 
sidence, or  landed  estate,  or  provincial  honours, 
or  holding  popular  opinions,  should  be  neces- 
sary elements  for  nomination  to  the  Legislative 
Council ;  but  he  considered  the  judicious  de- 
signation in  the  despatch  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle of  the  31st  March — of  "  prudept  and 
discreet  men" — could  not  be  bettered;  and 
which  excluded  every  violent  partisan.  He 
thought  certain  disqualifications  should  equally 
prove  a  bar  to  admission  to  both  Houses,  as 
the  after-disqualifications  for  both  Houses 
were  alike  by  the  Constitution  Act.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  Government  officers,  such  as 
Resident  Magistrates,  Sheriffs,  and  Judges, 
should  be  disqualified,  particularly  when  the 
tenure — for  Hfe — and  the  smallncss  of  the 
quorum — five — was  duly  oonsidered.  He  felt 
assured,  if  very  great  care  w%3  not  taken  in  no- 
minating, the  fact  of  five  persons,  mostly, 
perhaps,  .Government  officers,  overruling  and 
setting  aside  the  decisions  of  fifty  or  sixty 
elegted  representatives,  vyould,  ere  long,  not 
be  endured  by  a  free  people  possessing  elective 
institutions.  The  last  five  members  who  had 
taken  their  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council 
were  notoriously  all  of  one  party.  Two  of  them 
were  from  Hawke's  Bay,  and  were  highly  un- 
popular there ;  and  the  last  of  the  five  was  the 
editor  of  a  violent  partisan  paper  in  this  town 
— which  bi-weekly  attacked  the  present  Minis- 
try. He  said  those  things  not  in  any  unfriendly 
spirit  to  any  of  those  members,  but  only  with  a 
hearty  desire  to  insure  the  necessary  status  of 
that  Council. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  called  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's attention  to  a  nils  which  prevented  any 
member  in  that  House  speaking  disrespectfully 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  humbly  apologized  for  his  in- 
fringement of  any  rule,  which  had  been  done  in 
ignorance.  He  concluded  by  asking  the  House 
to  grant  the  Select  Committee,  which  was 
composed  solely  of  members  of  position  and 
high  esteem  among  them. '  The  honourable 
member  then  moved,  That,  as  faithful  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  as  {iromoters  and  defenders  of  the 
high  integrity  and  consequent*  utility  of  oar 
constitutional  institutions,  as  supporters  of 
free  popular  govcnmient,  and  as  jealous 
guardians  of  sacred  public  trusts  and  liberties, 
this  House  resolves  that  a  Select  Commit- 
tee be  appointed  in  order  to  draw  np  a  respect- 
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ful  address  to  His  Ezoellenoy  the  Qovemor, 
zequesting  him,  in- exercising  the  powers  re- 
cently committed  to  him  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  of  increasing  largely  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  by  nomi- 
nating "prudent  and  discreet  men  "  thereto,  to 
do  so  wholly  irrespective  of  party,  so  as  to  insure 
the  necessary  status  of  the  said  Council,  and 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  whole  General  As- 
sembly, and  also  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  people ;  the  said  Select  Committee  to  con- 
sist of  Major  Bichardson,  Mr.  FitzGsrald,  Mz. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr. 
Carleton,  Major  Nixon,  and  the  mover. 

Mr.  O'NKILL  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CABLETON  moved  an  amendment.  He 
concurred  in  the  intention  of  the  honourable 
mover,  but  objected  to  the  detail.  Unless  a 
lemedy  was  speedily  applied  the  doom  of  the 
Legislative  Council  was  sealed.  They  would 
soon,  by  the  steady  increase  which  was  "being 
made'in  the  number  of  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  have  that  body  as  numerous  as 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  It  was  possible 
a  reckless  Ministry  might  get  into  power,  and, 
when  the  feeling  of  the  Council  was  declared 
against  them,  advise  His  Excellency  to  nomi- 
nate a  number  of  their  supporters.  He  would 
make  the  same  motion  as  had  been  made  in  the 
Legislative  Cotmcil,  and  moved  the  omission  of 
all  the  words  down  to  the  word  "  Select,"  in  the 
eleventh  [twentieth  as  printed  above]  line  with 
a  view  to  inserting  the  words,  "  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  humble 
address  to  Her  iltijesty,  praying  that  a  limit 
may  be  named  to  the  number  of  members  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Legislative  Council."' 

Mi^.  OliMOKD  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DOMETT  expressed  his  disincUnatioA  to 
vote  for  the  motion  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier.  Although  it  did  not  say 
that  improper  appointments  had  been  made, 
yet  it  implied  it ;  and  if  that  implication  were 
afitoned  it  would  render  necessary  an  inquiry 
into  the  propriety  of  those  appointments,  and 
the  motives  which  induced  their  recommenda- 
tion. He  did  not  think  such  a  course  would 
have  any  beneficial  effect.  He  thought  they 
had  better  leave  the  improvement  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  that  body  itself. 

Mr.  OBMOND  made  some  remarks  in  reply 
to  the  expression  of  the  hononrable  member  for 
Napier  relative  to  the  gentlemen  nominated  to 
the  Council  from  Hawke's  Bay  not  representing 
the  popular  feeling  thereat. 

Mr.  BRANDON  thought  the  amendment 
■would  throw  great  impediments  in  the  way 
of  Ministers.  He  could  not  support  either  the 
original  motion  or  the  amehdment. 

Mr.  BEN  ALL  protested  against  this  tinkering 
and  patching  up  the  Constitution.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  reject  this  resolution  by  such 
a  majority  as  would  show  those  attempts  of 
tinkering  would  not  be  any  longer  tolerated. 

Mr.  FOX  coald  not  agree  with  the  motion. 

It  was  often  desirable  when  a  new  Ministry 

came  in  to  put  one  of  theii  number  in  the 

Iiegislative  Council.    The   difficulty  occurred 

Mr.  Colenso 


when  the  late  Ministry  took  office,  and  thsj 
were  obliged  to  ask  a  gentleman  to  resign  to 
make  room  for  an  important  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  constitutionaJ  compodtion  of 
the  Legislative  Council  was  by  no  means  aatit- 
factory.  He  would  prefer  the  plan  adopted  ia 
the  United  States,  of  giving  an  equal  number  of 
members  to  every  State,  large  or  small,  the 
object  of  this  Council  being  the  proteetimof 
minorities. 

Mr.  COLENSO,  in  reply,  said  he  assured  the 
Colonial  Secretary  he  had  not  in  the  motion 
intended  to  convey  any  censure  on  His  Excel- 
lency, although  he  might  have  infermtial^ 
intended  such  on  the  late  Ministry.  He  tiw 
astonished  to  hear  the  Colonial  Secretary  say, 
to  "  leave  it  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  im- 
prove themselves  ;  "  and,  he  .  asked  did  eva 
sueh  a  body  improve  itself  ?  On  the  contnuy, 
was  it  not  a  stereotyped  disease,  or,  iaci, 
that  all  such  bodies  could  not  improve  them- 
selves ?  With  reference  to  the  remark  of  the 
hononrable  member  for  Olive,  he  would  onlj 
say  that  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  did  not  speak  of  tl» 
Ministry  by  whom  the  two  Hawke's  Bay  nomi- 
nees had  been  appointed  ;  neither  did  he  speak 
of  his  own  private  opinion  of  them,  who  wen 
respectable  men  in  the  province  ;  but  of  ther 
political  status,  and  unpopularity  with  tb* 
Hawke's  Bay  people.  He  reminded  the  honom- 
able  member  for  Porirua  and  the  bononnUe 
member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Benall)  that  tiiey  did 
not  speak  so  complimentanly  of  the  Legislative 
Council  at  Auckland,  when  it  rejected  their  BiB 
for  the  "  sixths,"  and  they  wished  that  Cooodl 
at  the  bottoin  of  the  ^a.  He  (Mr.  Coleos^ 
plainly  saw  that  he  should  lose  his  moticm,  UM 
he  did  not  like  the  amendment,  which  was  not 
an  amendment,  but  a  wholly  different  matta. 
He  reminded  the  Honse  that  nomineeism,  it 
very  best,  was  foreign  and  distasteful  tq  t^ 
English  mind,  particularly  in  these  oolonits, 
where  free  elective  institutions  always  sali^ 
the  first  and  highest  feelings  of  the  Englidi 
people.  He  wished  to  preserve  and  render  Bxn 
fully  effective  the  Legislative  Council,  as  k> 
saw  that  it  contained  within  itself,  ania- 
proved,  the  elements  of  deetmction.  Tbat, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  of  his  motion,  he  bH 
assured,  if  he  had  been  the  means  of  shed- 
ding a  ray  of  light  upon,  or  calling  pnUie  at- 
tention to,  an  evil  and  a  sore,  that  snch  would 
be  ventilated  until  cured ;  or,  if  he  had  aom 
a  seed  of  truth,  however  small,  that  it  mnld 
grovr  in  ^ite  of  all  opposition  and  cmdiing, 
and  eventually  become  most  bonntilaDf 
fruitful. 

The  question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  b* 
omitted  do  steind  part  of  the  question,"  ml 
negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "Thai 
the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  ao  ia- 
serted." 


Atkinson 
Butler 
Colenso 
Domett     * 


AXBS,  11. 

Jollie  Ormond 

Mason    .  Weld. 
Nizon  TeOa, 

O'Neill  CadfitoB. 
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Noxa,  21. 
Bnndoa  Graham,  O.       Tayloi,  W.  W. 

CookBon  Oraham,  B.       Thomson 

Oiok  Monio,  3.  Watt 

Featheiston      O'Borke  WiUiamson,  Jas 

FitzGeiald        Benall  WilliamscmJno. 

Ktsherbert       Bossell  '  Teller. 

Fox  laylor,  C.  J.      Ward. 

Gfllies 

Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  negatived.- 

Hotion  negatived. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
AsKiNiSTBATiON  OF  JcsTicE.-^-On  the  jno- 
tion  of  Mr.  GILLIEIS,  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Administration  of  Justice  was  ordered  to  be 
discharged. 

LAW  PBACTITIONERS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  amendments  in  the  Law  Praotitionen 
Act  Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the 
House. 

COUBT  OP  APPEAL  BILL. 
The  xeport  of  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  amendments  in  the  Co^rt  of  Appeal  Bill 
was  adopted  by  the  House. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 

Coimcil  in  the  following  Bills  were  adopted  by 

the  House :  Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Bill, 

Inutees'  Belief  Bill. 

.  BIKDS  PBOTECTION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Birds  Protection  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

BESIDENT   MAGISTRATES'  JUBISDIC- 

TION  EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  Besident  .Mwistrates'  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

IN  COMHTITSB.  • 

Clause  3. — Conditions  under  which  appeals 
may  be  made  from  the  decision  of  the  Besident 
Magistrate. 

Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
To  insert  in  line  five,  after  the  word  "  Magis- 
trate," the  words  "  within  seven  days  of  the 
iSate  of  such  decision." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause,  as  amended,  do  stand  clause 
SofttieBiU." 

Batler  Nixon    '     '      Wells 

Ckdsgiso  Benall  Williamson,  Jas 

Featherston  Bichmond,J.  C.  Williamson,  JnQ 

Qraham,  G.  Russell  Teller. 

Harrison  Watt  Brandon. 

UonroiD. 


Nobs,  12. 
Bell  Hendeison        Ward 

Curtis  O'Neill  Wilson. 

Dick  Taylor,  0.  J.  Teller. 

PitEherbert       Taylor,  W.W.  Gillies. 
Pox 

Majority  for,  8. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  BOUNDARY 
BILL. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved.  That  the  Otag* 
and  Southland  Boundary  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  word  "now"  be  omitted,  and  that 
the  words  "upon  this  day  six  months"  be  in- 
serted at  the  end  thereof. 

A  debate  ensued. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  Otago  and  South- 
land Boundary  Bill  be  referred  to   the  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses  on  Private  Bills  to  . 
report  thereon. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayxs,  12. 
Cargill  Harrison  Ward 

Carter  Moorhouse.  .     Wells. 

Dick  Bichardson  Telfer. 

Featherston       Taylor,  W.  W.  Fox. 
Fitzherbeit 

Nobs,  28. 
Atkinson  Graham,  G.       Bnssell 

Bell  Graham,  B.       Stafford 

Butler  Mantcll  Watt 

Oarleton  Munro,  J.  Williamson,Jno 

Colenso  Ormond  Wilson 

Curtis  O'Neill  Wood. 

Domett  O'Borke  Teller. 

Gillies  Richmond,  J.C.FitzGerald. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Mr.  FOX'S  motion  negatived. 

Major  BICHARDSON.  —  Sir,  I.  have  not 
risen  to  address  the  House  on  any  occasion 
since  I  had  the  honour  of  taking  my  seat  in  it 
imder  feelings  of  greater  embarrassment  than 
I  now  feel.  As  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Province  of  Otago,  and  as  its  Superinten- 
dent, I  feel  that  its  interests  are  more  pecu- 
liarly committed  to  my  care ;  and  therefore  it 
is  that,  distrustful  of  my  own  powers,  I  feel 
the  weight  of  my  responsibility  and  the  conse- 
quent results  of  an  insufficient  defence.  Sir,  I 
£rankly  acknowledge  that  in  this  afEair  my 
flank  has  been  turned.  The  House  vnll  doubt- 
less observe  an  accordance  of  time  with  respect 
to  the  appearance  of  this  Bill  and  that  for 
increasing  the  representation  of  the  Province 
of  Otago.  The  former  has  goixe  through  its 
different  phases  in  the  Upper  House  with  great 
rafMdity  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session.  On 
Monday  last,  the  18th  instant,  leave  was  given 
to  introduce  the  Bill ;  on  Tuesday  it  was  read . 
a  first  time ;  on  Wednesday  a  second  time, 
and  carried  by  eight  to  four ;  on  Thurs4ay  the 
third  time  ;  and  to-day  it  appears  in  our  J^use. 
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Unfortunately,  though  Otago  has  a  population 
of  nearly  thirty  tboosand,  it  has  but  one  repre- 
sentative in  the  Upper  House,  and  that  one 
absent  on  duty.  It  has  been  urged  in  excuse 
for  this  Bill  not  having  been  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  first  in- 
stance that,  owing  to  some  Ministeried  arrange- 
ments, the  members  for  Southland,  who  are 
members  of  the  IMinistcy,  could  not  take  it  in 
band ;  but  what  better  advocate  could  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  h^ve  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  ?  Such  advocacy  stands 
on  great  vantage-ground,  and  there  is  no  cause 
for  alarm.  V/hat  is  the  object  of  this  Bill  ? 
It  is,  as  it  professes  to  be,  an  alteration  of  the 
boundary;  but  it  is  more,  for  the  amount 
claimed  exceeds  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
New  Provinces  Act  by  no  less  than  1,090,000 
acres ;  and  therefore  it  is  misnamed.  How- 
ever, it  is  necessary  that  I  should  notice  the 
arguments  which  have  been  adduced  in  sup- 
|)ort  of  this  Bill.  It  is  said  to  have  been  duly 
intimated  to  me  that  such  a  Bill  would  be 
introduced,  as  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Southland  was  published  in  the 
Gazette,:  but  my  time  had  been  so  fully  occu- 
pied with  the  goldfields  that  I  confess  that  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  reading  the  Qazettes 
of  the  different  provinces ;  and,  moreover,  I 
have  beard  so  many  threats  since  the  separa- 
tion of  the  southern  portion  of  the  province 
that  I  was  under  no  apprehension  that  another 
attempt  would  be  made.  It  is  further  said 
that  a  memorial  was  sent  to  me  to  forward  to 
the  Oeneral  Government.  It  is  true  that  sash 
was  sent ;  but  the  memorialists  were  about 
sixteen  or  eighteen  in  number,  one-half  of 
whom  were  runholders,  tenants  from  year  to  year 
for  fourteen  years,  on  leases  determinable  by 
the  land  being  required  for  settlement,  and  at  a 
rental  of  not  exceeding  a  farthing  an  acre. 
The  remainder  of  the  memorialists  are  chiefly 
shepherds.  This  memorial  was  duly  forwarded 
to  the  Government.  I  am  quite  bewildered  td 
think  how  this  and  anothermemorial — from,  I 
'think,  six  individuals — can  be  considered  to 
indicate,  as  represented,  the  almost  unanimous 
wish  to  be  attached  to  Southland.  I  find  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Southland  himself  says,' 
in  a  speech  in  another  place  which  has  just 
been  very  considerably  circulated  in  this  House, 
"  The  district  referred  to  has  .many  interests  in 
common  with  Southland,  but  the  residents  in 
it  object  to  any  attempt  to  join  it  to  South- 
land." One  such  admission  is  worth  any  state- 
ments I  might  make,  and  will  doubtless  be  well 
wei(^ed.  What  does  the  New  Provinces  Act 
say  on  this  subject  ?  It  demands  that  "  three- 
fifths  of  the  registered  electors  entitled  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentativps  within  the  province  should  be 
in  favour  of  the  movement."  It  is  further 
said  that  the  features  of  the  ooontiy  indicate 
that  it  should  be  united  to  Southland,  as  all  its 
commercial  transactions  are  with  the  south. 
This  is  scarcely  consistent  with  fact,  for  teo- 
ders  are  now  out  for  river  steam^  is  for  the  con- 
veyanoe  of  coal  from  the  interior,  and  thus  the 
'Stream  of  traffic  would  nm  in  its  natnial  t^H 
Ucy'or  SicharcUon 


cheapest  channel.  Steamers  of  four  feat 
draught  can  run  up  as  far  as  the  Tuapdct, 
which  is  close  to  the  goldfields.  But  wntt  ii 
the  character  of  the  country  claimed  ?  It  it 
well  adapted,  in  some  measure,  at  a  futon 
period  for  agricaltuial  purposes,  remizkably 
well  timbered,  and  in  all  probability  the  site  o( 
a  future  payable  goldfield.  Already  Southlaal 
has  relatively  a  much  larger  proportico  of 
Bgrioultuial  land  than  Otago,  and  also  of  tim- 
ber ;  but  she  covets  more  still — land,  timbei, 
gold.  Should,  however,  the  question  of  la 
alteration  of  boundary  be  entertained  at  my 
future  period,  justice  vrill  demand  that  &» 
northern  portion  of  Southland  be  cut  oS  from 
it,  and  the  extension  be  in  the  direction  of  tiu 
West  Coast.  If  a  river  is  a  bad  boundary  te 
argument  holds  equally  good,  either  a*  it  n- 
gajrds  the  Mataura  as  the  Wai&u.  This  qoei- 
tion  cannot  be  settled  until  you  have  titi 
certain  general  principles ;  for  it  is  of  nnivenil 
application.  If,  then,  it  is  desired  to  resDUgk 
the  boundaries  of  every  province — as  some  la 
indicated  by  parallels  of  latitude  and  sttai^ 
lines  from  hiU  to  hills,  not  'watersheds — let  n 
make  a  general  rule,  and,  having  made  it,  ajift} 
it  Tithout  partiality.  I  have  too  much  confi- 
dence in  this  House — too  much  confidence  inan 
assedibly  of  British  gentlemen- — to  beUeve  tint 
the  further  dismemberment  of  Otago  will  nwat 
with  any  favour  until  these  principle  at  least 
are  fixed  and  universally  applied.  I  have  too 
vivid  a  recollection  of  the  ready  and  cheeriol 
acquiescence  in  the  proposal  made  but  ths 
other  day  to  give  four  additional  membeis  to 
the  province  to  apprehend  that,  in  the  hour  of 
Otago's  weakness,  she  will  be  stripped  of  bet 
rights ;  for  this  would  dim  tl^e  late  geoeroa 
acknowledgment  that  we  are  not  pioftt- 
tionately  represented.  I  leave  the  case  wA 
confidence  m  the  hands  of  the  House,  and 
doubt  not  of  the  result. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  quettiai, 
'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  it 
stand  part  of  the  question." 


Ates,  13. 

Atktnson 

Mantell 

Stafford 

Bell 

Munro,  J. 

Watt. 

Butler 

Ormond 

Carleton 

Richmond,  J.  C.        TtOtr. 

Curtis 

■  Russell 

Nobs,  23. 

FitzOeiaU. 

Cargill 

Graham,  O. 

■Ward 

Carter 

Graham,  B. 

Wells 

Colenso 

Harrison 

WilliamaoD,}M 

Dick 

Moorhoose 

WiUianisan,7ao 

Featherston 

O'Rorke 

Wilson 

Fitzherbert 

Rhodes 

Wood. 

Pox 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

IWfcf. 

GiUies 

Taylor,  W.W. 

Richatdion. 

Majority  against,  10. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordeiad  to  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

FfBST  READING. 
Land  Begistiy  Amendment  BilL  - 
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SUPREME  COUBT  AMENDMENT  BILL 

(No.  2). 
!rhe  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2) 
«u  tead  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday  next. 

NATIVE  BESEBVES  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Native  Reserves  Amendment  Bill  vras 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

GOLDPIELDS  BILL. 

The  Ooldfields  Bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Hoose  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 
eleven  o'clock  p.ml  until  Monday  next  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  iSth  August,  1868. 


Comtitational  Principles— Newry  v.  Alison— Third 
B«adiiis*  — Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill— Crown 
anutoBiU  (No.  1). 

In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  the  Sfbakbb, 
the  Hon.  Major  Bicskomd  took,  the  chau  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pritbbs. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  PRINCIPLES. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL,  before  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  would  wish 
to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  another' 
question  on  a  future  day — namely,  to  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  What  is  the  consti- 
tutional course  for  Ministers  to  pursue  in  for- 
warding, for  the  Roy^  assent  a  Bill  duly 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  after  its  care- 
iol  consideration  by  Select  Committees  ap- 
pointed by  both  Houses  for  that  purpose  ?  He 
would  now  put  the  question  standrng  in  his 
name  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  day—namely, 
To  ask  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  with  a 
view  to  his  opinion  being  recorded  on  minutes 
of  the  Council,  What  is  the  constitutional 
oonise  for  Ministers  to  pursue  in  advising  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  on  a  subject  upon 
wiiich  either  the  Legislative  Council  or  House 
of  Representatives  has  already  expressed  an 
opinion  by  resolutions  duly  passed  7  [The 
honourable  gentleman  proceeded :]  I  wish  to 
state  that  I  do  not  ask  this  question  vrith  any 
view  to  cause  embarrassment,  but  merely 
to  establish  the  .position  of  the  respective 
Chambers  where  it  might  appear  doubtful. 
It  appears  to  me  that  Responsible  Govern- 
ment is  still  so  new  to  ns,  and  so  likely  from 
time  to  time  to  give  rise  to  such  anomaliea, 
that  we  should  do  well  to  consider  them  as 


they  arise,  and,  where  it  is  possible,  to  record 
the  conclusions  at  which  we  arrive  for  future 
guidance.  In  the  case  Newry  versus  Atchison 
this  Council  passed  certain  resolutions  to  the 
effect  that,  in  its  opinion,  the  particular  act  of 
a  Superintendent  was  unauthorized,  unconsti- 
tutional, and  an  unwarrantable  interference 
with  the  due  course  of  the  law.  The  resolu- 
tions, introduced  by  the  late  Attomey-Generair 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker,  were  carefully  dis- 
cussed in  a  full  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
affirmed  by  the  lughest  authority  in  the  colony. 
By  the  papers  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Coun- 
cil it  appears  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
thought  it  their  duty  to  advise  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  to  confirm  the  aot  alluded  to,  in 
the  face  of-  the  resolutions  which  had  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  unauthorized,  unoonstitntionair 
and  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the 
due  course  of  law.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  most  prominent  position  of  Responsible 
Ministers  is  that  they  are  the  exponents  of  the 
views  of  the  Assembly,  and,  as  a  consequent- 
position,  the  sworn  Advisers  of  the  Governor. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  consider  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  advise  the  Governor  to  a  course  of  action 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  solenmly-ex- 
pressed  opinion  of  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  a  matter  wh^re  the  other  branch  has. 
not  spoken.  It  may  be  asked,  How,  then,  are 
Ministers  to  advise,  when  their  own  opinion  is 
at  variance  with  such  resolutions?  I  should 
reply,  Let  them,  if  possible,  in  such  case  as- 
certain the  opinion  of  the  other  Chamber; 
but,  should  the  Assembly  not  be  in  session 
when  they  are  required  to  advise  His  Excel- 
lency, to  then  state  that  they  differ  from  the 
view  expressed  in  the  resolutions,  but  cannot 
advise  a  course  of  action  which  would  be 
opposed  to  the  recorded  views  of  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature ;  and,  with  a  view  to  esta- 
blish a  landmark  in  this  direction,  I  have 
sought  to  record  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General.  I  beg  to  repeat  that  my 
only  object  in  putting  this  (question,  and 
that  of  which  I  have  given  notice  to-day,  is, 
by  recording  the  opinion  of  our  highest  law 
officer,  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  cir- 
cnmstanoes  which  may  seem  to  place  this 
Council  and  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
antagonism.  I  do  not,  therefore,  press  for  an 
immediate  answer,  but  shall  be  content  to  re- 
ceive it  at  any  period,  provided  it  be  before  the 
close  of  the  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL.— In  answering  thi» 
question  I  must  be  understood  as  merely 
affimning  an  individual  opinion.  The  legisla- 
tive and  the  executive  departments  of  Govern- 
ment are,  in  my  opinion,  distinct,  and  exercise' 
distinct  functions.  If  the  Legislative  OounoU 
or  House  of  Representatives  should  by  resolu- 
tions express  its  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive,  or  the  action  proper  to  be  taken  in 
any  partioular  case,  that  opinion  will  be  en- 
titled to  great  respect,  -and  will,  no  doubt,  at 
all  times  receive  from  the  Executive  its  due 
weight ;  but  it  will  be  impossible  to  regacd 
any  such  resolutions  as  a  rule  of  action  bind- 
ing on  the  Exeoutive,  which  must  in  all  oases. 
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act  upon  its  own  responsibility,  and  advise  Hn 
EzceUency  accordingly. 

NEWBY  VEBSaS  ATCHISON. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice 
AIINEY,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  further 
papers  in  the  case  of  Newry  versus  Atchison, 
presented  to  this  Conncil,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  members  of  this  Council. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Miners'  Representation  Bill',  Representation 
BiU. 

DEBTORS  AND  CREDI'i;0R8  BILL. 

The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  was  farther 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  with  amendments. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (So.  1). 

On  the  question,  *'  That  the  Crown  Grants 
Bill  (No.  1)  be  read  a  second  time,"  after  some 
debate, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD  said,— It  appears 
to  me  that  undue  importance  is  attached  to  the 
signature  of  the  Governor  on  a  Crown  grant,  as 
giving  value  to  the  document.  The  Crown  is 
in  various  ways  in  the  habit  of  delegating  its 
authority,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  signing  of  the 
navy  commisfiions.  Thq  signing,  of  these  is 
delegated  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ;  while 
army  commissions  are  signed,  I  believe,  by  the 
Queen  in  person.  A  naval  commission  will,  I 
imagine,  carry  as  much  weight  and  authority 
as  an  army  one.  An  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
serves that  this  is  not  a  question  of  property ;  but 
if  we  take  titles  under  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court  in  Ireland,  I  think  we  shall  find  that  the 
titles  there  are  signed  by  the  Court  and  not  by 
the  Crown^  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
central  office  in  Auckland  is  a  circumlocution 
office:  the  real  business  and  detail  of  the 
Crown  grants  must  be  done  in  the  provinces, 
and  I  do  not  see  that  any  valuable  check  is 
given  by  a  reference  to  the  circumlocution 
office  in  Auckland.  •  It  haa  been  said  that  the 
chief  delay  is  caused  by  the  want  of  orgGkuization 
in  the  provincial  offices.  If  we  can  fix  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  them,  we  can  then  see  that 
they  are  .properly  organized.  I  can  mention  as 
an  illustration  what  nappened  to  myself.  I  was 
anxious,  about  two  years  ago,  to  get  a  Crown 
grant  for  a  piece  of  land  in  Canterbury.  I  was 
informed  in  Christchurch  that  the  deed  had 
gone  up  to  Auckland.  I  wrote  to  Auckland,  and 
was  informed  to  the  contrary.  I  applied  again 
in  Christchurch,  emd  was  told  that  the  deed  had 
not  gone  up,  but  should  go  up  by  the  next  mail ; 
but  it  did  not  go  by  the  mail.  Where  it  is  now 
I  do  not  exactly  know,  but  I  live  in  hopes  of 
getting  it  some  day.  It.  has  been  suggested 
that  the  present  Bill  should  be  brought  into 
force  simultaneously  with  the  Land  Registry 
Act.  This  I  think  very  probable,  and  shall 
wait  to  hear  what  is  said  on  this  subject  in 
Ooiomittee.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  vote  for 
the  second  reading. 

BUI  read  a  second  time,  oad  oonsideted  in 
■Oommittee. 

Hon.  Mr.  SeweU 


Progress   reported,  and  leave  grien  to  at 
again. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP   EEPRESENTATIVE8. 
MoHday,  iSth  August,  J868. 


Newspaper  Beports— Native  Ijands  BUI— VomliaM 
Snperintendents  Bill— Native  Luida  BUL 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'dxk. 
Pbatbbs. 

NEWSPAPER  REPORTS. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved.  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  essential,  in  oder 
to  sectue  proper  responsibility  of  memben  d 
this  House  to  the  constituency  of  the  colmj, 
that  full  and  accurate  reports  of  the  iAU» 
in  this  House  be  published  by  the  aathodtf 
of  this  House;  and  that  it  is  expedient  tint 
the  Government  should  take  steps  for  secuilg 
this  end  before  the  next  session  of  the  Gtatal 
Assembly.  The  House  had  already  had  rafi- 
cient  experience  of  the  impossibihty  ofpnv 
curing  fair  reports  of  their  debates.  Then  wn 
not  a  sufficient  staff  of  reporters  in  the  oaaita7 
fully  to  report  the  debates  of  the  Hoase  u^ 
was  necessary  they  should  be,  if  representitiie 
government  was  to  be  a  reality  and  not  a  slum, 
as  it  must  be  if  constituents  could  not  at 
reliable  information  of  the  views  eipiessed  bj 
their  representatives.  There  would  be  ray 
little  expense  about  this  matter.  Subscnptiou 
throughout  the  colony  to  such  a  woikvooU 
pay  the  ex})ense,  the  rule  being  adbeted  t> 
of  giving  away  no  copies. 

Mr.  CARLETON  supported  the  motioL  If 
properly  carried  out,  an  end  would  be  pot  to  s 
{ystem  that  for  years  past  had  been  a  studiii; 
disgrace  to  the  colony — the  ^stem  of  iriliiill; 
falsifying  reports  for  political  purposes. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  supported  the  motion,  tti 
suggested  such  a  system  as  that  carried  oott^ 
the  Victorian  Qovemment  with  the  A.rgut,  At 
proprietors  of  which  were  paid  £600  a  yesi  bt 
their  reports,  which  they  delayed  two  dsyi,  a 
order  that  members  might  examine  them.  Go- 
vernment reporting  itself  would  be  ntlier  ex- 
pensive, he  thonght.  The  Eantard  at  Hoot 
was  but  a  reprint  of  the  best  reports  of  tin 
London  Press.  He  suggested  that,  if  a  Oono- 
ment  Press  was  established, .  all  the  debtta 
since  1851  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  EITZOEBALD  rej^ed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  Nttiw 
Lands  Bill  be  taken  as  tho  first  order  of  tte 
day. 

Mr.  FOX  objected,  because  there  wsa  sn 
understanding  come  to  on  Friday  that  this 
Bill  should  not  come  on  till  Tuesday,  in  come- 
quence  of  which  severa  )hononnU>le  m«mb0 
might  be  absent. 
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Some  discnssion  then  ensned,  and)  on  tbe 
-qnestion  b«mg  put,  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  Older  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  having  then  been  read,  it  mas  post- 
poned till  seven  o'clock  that  evening. 

NOMINATED  SUPERINTENDENTS 
BILL. 
The  adjoomed  debate  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Nominated  Sujperintendents  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,  upon  which  an  amendment 
had  been  moved.  That  the  question  be  amended 
by  the  omission  of  the  word  "  now,"  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  words  "  this  day  six  months  " 
at  the  end  thereof,  was  resximed. 

Hx.  FOX  did  not  see  that  there  was  any 
harm  in  this  measure.  He  did  not  think  the 
larger  provinces  would  accept  the  cbtuige  ;  and 
as  for  the  smaller  provinces,  they  had  a  Borfe  of 
mongrel  Superintendents.  As  the  Bill  stood, 
the  nomination  was  to  be  made  by  the  Governor, 
without  his  Council.  If  the  nomination  was 
to  be  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council  it  would 
make  the  appointment  liable  to  Ministerial 
corruption.  They  would  find  all  the  disap- 
pointed candidates  appointed.  There  would 
be  a  universal  deadlock.  They  would  have  to 
get  a  nominated  Council  to  balance  the  nomi- 
nated head  of  that  Council.  If  the  entire  ap- 
pointment was  left  to  the  Governor,  the  natural 
and  inevitable  result  of  that  would  be,  that  the 
Governor  would  feel  himself  under  the  control 
of  the  Colonial  OfBce.  He  then  would  have 
gentlemen,  or  second-  or  third-rate  clerks,  from 
Downing  Street  comiifg  out  with  letters  in  their 
bands,  saying,  "  Your  Excellency  will  please 
appoint  the  bearer  to  the  first  Superintendency 
vacant."  The  great  principle  of  our  Constitution 
was  gradually  infringed  uponi  first  at  one  end, 
and  then  at  another.  Our  whole  Constitution 
was  being  undermined  by  our  own  friends.  It 
was  placing  us  in -the  hands  of  those  who  were 
oppcsed  to  self-government  in  this  colony.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmore  pursiled 
this  course  he  would  one  day  have  to  write  upon 
his  own  tomb,  "The  man  who  destroyed  the' 
Constitution  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  WELD  did  not  attach  the  same  meaning 
to  the  Bill  as  the  honourable  member  who  had 
jnat  sat  down.  He  would  be  disinclined  to  vote 
for  this  Bill  if  we  were  giving  up  one  single 
power  to  the  Governor  himself.  We  had 
always  taken  the  course  in  European  Bills  that 
the  Oovemor  should  mean  the  Governor  in 
Cooncil.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  such  a  state 
of  things  as  the  honourable  member  for  Bangiti- 
kei  foretold.  The  first  argument — or  assertion 
— ^wasthatwe  would  have  the  disappointed  can- 
didates nominated.  In  reference  to  the  other 
a^ument  of  the  honourable  member  about  lia- 
bility of  Ministers  to  corruption,  he  thought  it 
an  exceedingly  strange  one  to  come  from  a  gentle- 
man v^o  so  lately  had  been  a  Minister.  It  was 
an  exceedingly  improper  thing  to  distrust  Minis- 
ters in  the  exercise  of  political  functions.  He 
would  only  now  say  tbat  the  great  difficulty  had 
been  that  the  Governor  could  have  no  officer  to 
Triiom  be  could  delegate  authority  to  treat 
With  the  Piovinoial'Coancil.    The  Superinten- 


dent was  the  man  who  should  represent  the 
Governor  in  the  province.  The  other  gr^at 
advantage  of  nominated  Superintendents  would 
be  its  consideration  in  a  local  point  of  view. 
They  should  give  largely-extended  powers.  He 
did  not  see  that  they  were  taking  away  any 
power  from  the  people.  The  power  they  should 
have  was  the  control  of  the  Legislature.  The 
greatest  despotisms  had  been  reared  up  by 
universal  suflrage.  By  taking  the  election  of 
the  Executive  officers  out  of  the  power  of  the 
people  you  reared  the  surest  safeguard  against 
provincial  corruption. 

Mr.  RENALL  thought  the  Bill  such  a  de- 
viation from  the  Constitution  Act  that  he  would 
not  vote  for  it  until  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
consulting  those  whom  it  affected  so  much. 
Such  as  he  had  consulted  were,  to  a  man,  d«ad 
against  it.  By  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
appointment  from  election  to  nomination  they 
would  destroy  that  honourable  and  honest  ambi- 
tion open  to  every  man  to  aim  at  election  to 
the  Superintendency.  If  the  Ministry  were  to 
have  the  nomination  of  the  Superintendents 
would  they  not  appoint  their  own  political 
friends  ?  The  nomination  ot-  Superintendents, 
he  balieved,  would  be  a  source  of  great  abuses, 
and  he  would  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  could  not  support  the  Bill 
but  foT  the  clause  making  it  nierely  permissive. 
He  did  not  like  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape. 
The  Superintendents  had  large  executive 
duties,  and  it  was  desirable  they  should  have 
still  more.  If  this  Bill  was  passed  it  would 
be  imperative  that  the  Superintendent  should 
be  advised  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  by  an 
Executive,  composed  of  three  members  of  the 
Provincial  Council  responsible  to  it,  and  that  he 
should  act  in  accordance  with  their  advice.  He 
(Mr.  Stafford^  would  also  absolutely  require  that 
the  nominations  of  the  Superintendent  should 
be  made  by  the  Governor  in  Council.  He  could 
not  see  any  reason  why  the  Superintendent 
should  not  have  delegated  to  him  all  the  powers 
of  the  Governor,  excepting  the  highest  ones  of 
appointing  Judges.  On  th«  other  hand,  he  saw 
great  reason  why  they  should.  [He  concluded 
by  expressing  bis  intention  of  voting  for  the 
second  reading.] 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON— after  referring  to  a 
remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier 
about  the  impropriety  of  Superintendents  tak- 
ing part  in  the  debate  on  the  Bill — said  be ' 
did  not  believe  that  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  had  succeeded  in  convincing  any 
honourable  member  that  this  Bill  was  not  a 
great  innovation,  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 
The  honourable  member  was  not  justified  in 
proposing  the  measure  unless  he  could  show 
that  it  was  a  measure. for  the  public  good,  and 
that  the  opinion  of  the  people  was  that  it  was 
so.  The  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  had 
failed  to  prove  that  any  such  opinion  did  exist 
outside  of  the  walls  of  this  House.  Although 
he  bad  failed  in  eliciting  any  public  support 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  ne  had  enlisted  the 
sympathy  of  many  honourable  members  of  tlys 
House.  He  (Dr.  Peatherston)  challenged  the 
honourable  the  mover  or  any  other  honouiftble 
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member  to  prove  that  m  any  inatance  the 
electors  had  abused  the  privileges  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Constitution  Act,  and  that 
they  had  not  always  made  a  better  selection 
than  could  have  been  made  for  them  by  His 
Bxcellency  or  his  Besponsible  Ministers.  For 
many  years  it  4iad  been  advocated  by  many 
leading  men  of  England  that  the  colonists 
should  have  the  election  of  their  Governors, 
and  were  they  going  to  take  from  the  people 
the  power  of  electing  their  Superintendents  ? 
The  honourable  member  assumed  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  Governor  might  properly  be  dele- 
gated to  a  nominated  Superintendent,  but  not 
be  delegated  to  elective  Superintendents — even 
should  they  be  elected  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  people  and  enjoy  their  entire  confidence. 
He  then  proposed  to  get  over  this  imagined  diffi- 
culty by  proposing  we  should  have  nominated 
Superintendents.  Instead  of  this  Bill  all  that 
was  required  was  a  letter  from  t;he  Governor  to 
the  Superintendent,  investing  him  with  the 
power  to  act  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  Bill 
was  not  required.  He  (Br.  Featherston)  de- 
notmoed  the  Bill  as  the  most  dishonest  and 
most  insidious  measure  introduced  to  overthrow 
the  privileges  of  the  people  contained  in  the 
Constitution.  He  cordially  agreed  with  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  supported  the  9111. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  entertained  an  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill.  There  was  a  proposal  con- 
tained in  the  Bill  which  he  regarded  as  fatal  to 
it.  He  did  not  think  it  right  or  wise  for  the 
House  to  proceed  to  maJce  a  fundamental  or 
organic  change  without  giving  the  people  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  opinions  upon  it. 

Mr.  FifZ  HERBERT  addressed  the  House 
for  over  two  hours  in  opposition  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD,  having  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  last  speaker,  proceeded  to  address 
the  House  in  reply  to  the  other  honourable 
members  who  opposed  the  Bill.  He  said  the 
Wellington  members  had  spoken  of  the  in- 
fringement of  the  rights  of  the  people.  Why, 
there  was  nothing  they  were  more  mortally 
afraid  of  than  the  people.  There  would  be  no 
change  whatever  when  this  Bill  passed: 
another  process  had  to  be  passed  through  ere 
it  oame  into  operation.  He  wanted  to  know 
what  they  meant  by  the  people  and  the  will  of 
the  people  ?  They  did  not  mean  the  well-con- 
Uderedwill  of  the  people,  held  from  week  to 
week  over  a  long  period  of  time.  He  always 
held  that  a  Legislature  ought  not  to  have  con- 
stituent powers.  It  had  been  said  there  was 
no  previous  agitation  for  the  Bill — that  there 
weis  no  public  opinion  on  it.  The  question 
oould  not  have  got  into  the  political  circles  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years  unless  there  was  a 
public  opinion.  He  wanted  to  get  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  localized.  He  cor- 
dially agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  that  '*  Governor " 
meant  the  Governor  in  Codnoil,  and  not  Go- 
vetnor  alone. . 

The  Hou!;e  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
Dr.  FeathenUm 
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Featherston 

Onnond 

Wood. 

Fitzherbert 

O'Borke 

TtOer. 

Fox 

Bnnall 

Biflhardion. 

Majority  for,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  taxxi 
time. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL. 

Mr.  DILIiON  BELL— in  moving  the  leeaad 
reading  of  the  Native  Lands  Bill— siid,— Ml 
Speaker,  it  will  be  in  the  reooUectian  of  tli» 
Hou8»  that  when,  a  few  days  ago,  I  nx>vedtkt 
first  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  explained shortlj die 
principle  upon  which  the  measure  was  foosded, 
and  invitea  the  careful  reflection  of  honounbb 
members  upon  the  great  change  which  it  pt- 
posed  to  institute  in  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Natives  of  Nn 
Zealand  on  the  subject  of  their  lands.  I  bopt ' 
the  time  which  has  been  allowed  to  elane  tiiice 
then — rather  a  long  time,  but  one  woidi  tlx 
Government  were  most  ready  to  give,  in  onk 
that  the  House  might  have  the  opportimi9<' 
devoting  their  attention,  to  the  subject— bu  Or 
abled  honourable  members  to  arrive  at  mm 
clear  conclusion  as  to  the  principle  nhicb  i> 
involved  in  this  measure.  It  is  no  small  msttet 
which  the  Govenmtent  now  propose  forthecoa- 
sideration  of  the  House ;  it  is  no  small  matta 
for  them  to  ask  the  House  now  to  revcne^ 
policy  which  has  guided  the  Government  is  ill 
relations  to  the  Natives  on  the  land  qaestiooicc 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  to  take  astepvbid, 
however  firmly  we  ourselves  believe  that  it  wl 
conduce  alike  to  the  maintenance  of  peaoeia 
relations  with  the  Natives  and  to  the  procpen^ 
and  wealth  of  the  whole  of  the  inhaoitanti  <' 
the  North  Island,  the  Government  do  not  ca- 
ceal  from  themselves  is  pregnant  of  most  in- 

Sortant  consequences,  and  demands  the  laA 
eliberate  consideration  from  all  the  membea 
of  this  House.  I  propose,  as  briefly  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject  will  allow  me,  to  bnij 
before  the  House  the  principle  upon  which  «• 
base  our  proceedings,  its  main  objects,  and  ^ot 
we  believe  will  be  Qie  result;  and  I  hope  that 
in  the  course  of  to-night  honourable  memboV 
having  the  opportunity  of  meeting  in  a  fair  and 
open  way  the  arguments  which  I  shall  addnoe 
to  the  House,  will  do  so,  not  with  reference  to 
the  particular  machinery  of  the  Bill,  batviu 
reference  to  its  leading  principle.  F<"  ^  J™ 
acknowledge  at  the  outset  that,  while  the  Oo- 
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Temment  aio  by  no  means  wedded  to  the  exact 
fonn  by  which  effect  shall  be  given  to  the  prin- 
eifiie,  and  will  recuiily  accept  any  well-con- 
sidered amendments  for  the  same  end,  they  take 
tlteir  stand  upon  the  principle  itseli.  The 
points,  therefore,  to  which  I  shall  address  my- 
setf  are  such  as  will  be  immediately  ascertain- 
able ;  and  it  is  upon  these  that  we  shall  seek 
the  decision  ot  the  House.  The  first  is  very 
simple,  though  it  is  sweeping  enough.  I  ask 
yon  to  declare  that  all  land  over  which  the 
Native  title  is  not  extinguished  is  the  absolute 
pnqterty  of  the  persons  entitled  to  it  by  Native 
custom,  and  that,  after  their  ownership  has  been 
ascertained  and  registered,  the  proprietors  may 
deal  with  it  hi  like  manner  as  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  of  European  race  may  deal  with  land 
held  by  them  under  grant  from  the  Crown.  That 
is,  in  a  few  words,  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I 
hope,  however,  that  honourable  members  who 
see  me  standing  here  as  a  Minister,  and  bring- 
ing down  such  a  measure,  will  not  mistake  the 
position  which  His  Excellency's  Advisers  take 
m  tile  matter.  We  do  not  pretend  to  come 
down  to  this  House  and  ask  its  assent  to  a  new 
policy  of  our  own,  or  to  accept  from  us  a  pro- 
posal which  might  or  might  not  afterwards — as 
mtha  case  of  the  Territorial  Rights  Bill  of 
1858 — receive  the  assent  of  the  Governor.  We 
propose  it  as  one  means  of  giving  practical  effect 
to  the  Native  policy  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Georgo 
Grey,  and  it  is  with  the  highest  gratification 
that  I  am  enabled  to  announce  to  the  House 
that  the  principle  involved  in  this  Bill — namely, 
that  the  Natives  shall  be  allowed  to  have  as 
good  a  title  to  their  lands  as  the  Europeans 
have  to  theirs,  and  that  they  should,  in  the  event 
of  their  disposing  of  or  renting  their  land,  be 
allowed  to  obtain  the  value  of  that  land,  has 
received  His  Excellency's  assent.  The  doctrine 
of  the  native  ownership  is  no  new  doctrine.  It 
is  OS  old  as  the  agreement  by  which  British 
sovereignity  in  these  Islands  was  established,  for 
the  rule  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  the  rule  by 
which  that  document  is  to  be  interpreted 
which  gives  us  our  standpoint  towards  the  Na- 
tives, has  been  laid  down  on  the  high  authority 
of  a  gentleman  whose  opinion  is  not  only  to  be 
received  with  respect  on  points  of  law,  but  whose 
opinion  derives  additional  value  from  the  speciaJ 
means  which  he  has  had  of  acquiring,  during 
more  than  twenty  years'  residence  in  these 
Islands,  a  knowledge  of  the  sense  in  which  the 
Treaty  was  accepted  by  the  Native  people  them 
selves.  Chief  Justice  Martin,  of  whom  I  speak, 
laid  down  the  mle  of  the  Treat  f  of  Waitangi  to 
be  this :  "  All  lands  in  New  Zealand  which  have 
any  owners  according  to  Native  custom  still 
belong  to  those  owners  ;  while  all  lands  which 
have  no  owners  fall  to '  the  Ccown  by  virtue 
of  the  cession  of  sovereignty."  And  this  rule 
of  interpretation  is  consistent  with  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  Chief  Justice  Story  on  the 
subject  of  the  title  of  the  Indians  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  North  America: — 

"  Their  right,  whatever  it  was,  of  occupation 

or  use,  stood  npori  original  principles  deducible 

from  the  law  of  nature,  and  could  not  justly  bo 

narrowed  or  extinguished  without  their  own  f  reo 
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consent.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  this  continent  at  the  time  of 
its  discovery  maintained  a  claim  to  the  ex- 
clusive possession  and  occupancy  of  the  territory 
within  their  respective  limits  as  sovereign  and 
absolute  proprietors  of  the  soil.  They  acknow- 
ledged no  obedience  or  allegiance  or  subordina- 
tion to  any  foreign  sovereign  whatsoever ;  and 
as  far  as  they  have  possessed  tlio  means  they 
have  ever  since  asserted  their  plenary  right  of 
dominion,  and  yielded  it  up  only  when  lost  by 
the  superior  force  of  conquest,  or  transferred  by 
voluntary  cession." 

We  have  always  recognized  in  theory  the  Na- 
tive ownership.  The  question  now  before  us  is, 
whether  we  snail  give  up  the  Crown's  absolute 
right  of  pre-emption,  and  in  practice  allow  the 
Natives  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  that  owner- 
ship. I  shall  show  the  House  that  to  do  so 
Will  only  be  to  take  a  step  to  which  the  opinions 
expressed  by  various  public  officers,  the  discus- 
sions which  have  taken  place  in  this  House,' 
and,  above  all,  the  events  of  the  last  few  years 
have  naturally  led  up  until  the  time  has  become 
ripe  for  its  adoption.  In  the  original  announce- 
ment which  Sir  George  On  v  uiiidc  on  his 
arrival  here  of  the  policy  upon  wuich  l<u  pro- 
posed to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  cf  untr;.-,  all 
honourable  members  will  have  seen  two  clear 
leading  ideas — one,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  some  form  of  government  for  the  Na- 
tives themselves,  and  the  other,  that  means 
should  simultaneously  be  adopted  for  opening 
up  the  country  by  releasing,  under  proper  safe- 
guard, the  restrictions  on  the  disposal  of  Native 
lands.  Sir  George  Grey's  proposal  in  October, 
1861,  was  this  :— 

"  So  soon  as  the  boundaries  and  ownership  of 
any  lands  in  any  district  have  been  ascertained 
and  defined  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  runanga,  and  have  been  registered  in  the 
Civil  Commissioner's  Office  and  approved  by 
the  Government,  the  Native  owners  will  b« 
permitted  to  dispose  of  any  such  lands  or  part 
of  such  lands  (not  exceeding  tlio  extent  of  one 
farm)  by  direct  sale  to  any  purcliasur  who  may 
be  approved  of  by  the  Govenun  mt,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  riioanga,  oa  such  con- 
ditions as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
seller  and  purchaser." 

Although  the  conditions  which  the  Governor 
proposed  to  attach  to  such  sales — namely,  per- 
sonal residence  of  the  purchaser  for  three  years, 
under  a  penalty — called  forth  the  respectful 
remonstrance  of  his  then  Ministers,  they  agreed 
with  the  Governor  in  principle ;  and  I  will  read 
an  extract  from  the  minute  addressed  to  the 
Governor  by  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei,  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's 
proposal,  from  which  the  House  will  see  that 
at  that  time  there  was  no  real  diflerenco  be- 
tween my  honourable  friend's  views  and  mine. 
In  this  minute  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  used 
the  following  words : — 

"  When  a  title  has  been  so  ascertained  in  any 
particular  case,  and  the  Governor  satisfied  of 
the  fact,  it  is  submitted  that  the  Natives  should 
then  be  left  to  hold,  sell,  lease,  or  otherwise 
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clicpoKe  of  their  lands  in  each  maimer  as  they 
might  thcuiKulvcs  choose." 

'I'heee  !>.ro  words  which  I  myself  might  have 
ohoscii  to  explain  the  principle  of  the  Bill  now 
before  liiu  House.  But  the  same  thing  was 
declared  in  nearly  identical  terms  in  the  docu- 
ments circulated  by  our  predecessors,  with  the 
Governor's  authority,  among  the  various  tribes 
before  the  Governor's  visit  to  Waikato  last 
December,  when  His  Kxcellency  held  his  first 
meeting  with  the  tribes  of  the  interior.  One  of 
the  objects  which  that  circular  stated  it  to  be 
the  desire  of  the  Queen  of  England  to  ceirry  out 
was — "  that  every  man  should  have  for  himself 
And  enjoy  his  own  lands,  his  cattle,  his  horses, 
his  sheep,  his  ship,  his  money,  or  whatever  else 
belongs  to  him."  Further,  at  that  meeting  at 
Waikato  the  Governor  himself  said,  in  one  of 
His  Excellency's  speeches, — 

"I  propose,  therefore,  now,  that,  wherever 
people  live  in  considerable  numbers,  the  Island 
shall  be  divided  into  districts,  and  runangas 
appointed  to  make  laws  for  tbem,  and  to  deter- 
mine if  roads  are  to  be  made,  and  what  share 
of  the  expenses  the  people  have  to  pay.  They 
ytil\  also  determine  the  ownership  and  boun- 
daries of  land,  and  if  it  may  be  sold,  and  by 
whom." 

Bat  these  proposals  were  not  immature 
schemes  which  had  not  been  carefully  con- 
sidered beforehand.  The  Governor  who  initi- 
ated and  the  Ministers  who  advised  them  were 
pursuing  a  policy  which  had  already  been  the 
Kubjcct  of  many  debates  here,. and  biid  received 
the  luiporial  Govenmient's  approval.  In  the 
debate  of  June,  1861,  in  this  House,  on  the 
Land  Purchase  Ordinance,  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei,  speaking  of  the  land 
question,  -  and  of  the  occupation  of  Native 
lands  by  Europeans,  said, — 

"  The  qucstioQ  was  now  become  one  of  enor- 
mous importance ;  for,  though  ostensibly  the 
penalties  were  only  inflicted  upon  Europeans, 
It  did  involve  the  Natives'  right  to  do  with  their 
land  as  they  thought  proper ;  and  the  Natives 
were  fully  alive  to  this,  and  complained  greatly 
of  the  action  of  the  Government  with  reference 
to  their  lands.  The  time  was  come  when  the 
Natives  must  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  their 
lands  one  way  or  another." 

That  was  before  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Rangitikei  hod  come  into  office. 
When  afterwards  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  question,  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  this  statement  as  Minister 
-(3rd  September) : — 

"  We  are  convinced  that  the  foundation  of 
oar  present  unsatisfactory  relations  with  the 
Natives  is  the  suspicion  which  exists  in  their 
minds  that  wo  desire  to  take  their  lands.  This 
suspicion  must  be  removed  at  any  cost,  and  we 
propose,  as  the  first  step  towards  its  removal, 
to  stop  all  purchasing  of  lands  till  some  equi- 
table system  shall  have  been  agreed  to  between 

as But  when  we  wall  have  settled 

some  equitable  system,  then,  as  Renata  says, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  selling  land — 
the  Natives  who  wish  to  sell  will  sell,  and  no 
one  will  meddle  with  them." 
Mr.VilUmBell 


Not  very  long  before,  the  Bishop  of  New  la, 
land  had  said,  speaking  of  the  inconvenience 
resulting  from  the  state  of  the  land  question 
"  The  remedy  appears  to  be  simple— niunelj 
an  unqualified  recognition  of  the  Native  Um 
title  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  with  even  legs 
security  that  would  be  given  to  any  lands 
proprietor  of  our  own  race."  Above  all,  th 
proposals  made  by  Governor  Sir  George  Gre 
were  not  made  without  the  previons  eaoctio 
of  the  Imperial  Uovemmont.  In  bis  despatc 
of  theSth  June,  1861,  written  before  Sii6<(>i{ 
Grey  had  left  the  Cape,  the  Duke  of  NewcutI 
writes  thus : — 

"  I  have  not  yet  alluded  particularly  to  ot 
most  important  portion  of  the  subject,  closel 
connected  with  the  origin  of  the  present  distuil 
ances — I  mean  the  system  under  which  theiw 
chase  of  Native  land  is  now  and  ought  to  ui 
future  conducted.  You  will  direct  your  cariia 
attention  to  this  subject,  examining  vfaeiii 
the  system  of  negotiation  between  the  agendo 
the  Government  and  the  Native  ownnra,  tlxt^ 
in  conformity  with  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  ■ 
for  many  years  successful,  may  not,  in  thcfs 
sent  condition  of  the  Natives  and  settlen.' 
quire  to  be  modified  or  superseded.  .  .  B< 
Majesty's  Government  will  accordingly  tad 
ing  to  assent  to  any  prudent  plan  for  iu's 
dividualization  of  Native  title,  and  for  liiia 
purchase  under  proper  saieguards  ol  Si* 
lands  by  individual  settlers,  which  the  ^ 
Zealand  Parliament  may  wish  to  adopt." 

I  have  proved  a  concurrence  of  high  aatlx 
upon  this  matter,  and  I  will  not  trouhk  i 
House  with  evidence  of  my  own  opiniomlT 
long  time  past  upon  it.  Honourable  nus 
who  have  hod  personal  communications  i 
me  upon  Native  affairs  know  perfectly  i 
that  the  opinions  which  I  have  just  read  an  11 
which  I,  for  one,  entertain,  and  whidilj 
others  have  for  a  long  time  endeavoured  toll 
in  a  temperate  and  prudent  form  beioitj 
public  mind.  So  far,  I  have  spoken vriths 
to  the  principal  objects  of  this  Bill :  I  ri 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Houqe  for  a  ffl 
ments  to  a  point  of  less  importance,  i 
one  worth  consideration;  because  I 
doubt  that  oar  proposal  will  be  conb 
the  course  of  this  debate  with  the  prop 
mitted  by  j^he  late  Government,  and  os4 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitilia'j 
his  Native-policy  speech  at  the  comma 
of  the  session.  One  point  of  difiercnce  b 
his^proposal  and  ours  is  this :  that  xni 
sobject  to  proper  safeguards,  that  the  • 
themselves  should  be  empowered  to  i 
and  define  their  own  titles  ;  and  we  I 
propose  to  constitute  Courts  which,  liVi 
per  survey,  a  careful  inquiry,  and  ' 
of  their  proceedings  by  the  Governor,  i 
the  power  of  certifying  who,  accordiafl 
tive  custom,  arc  the  owners  of  any  lasJf 
question  of  jurisdiction  by  which  ibi{ 
through  the  Governor,  or  some  executnl 
or  Court,  has  claimed  to  take  a  t*^i 
ascertainment  and  dotcnnination  liw 
title,  and  upon  which,  therefore,  wens'] 
legislate,  was  settled  when  the  Qnecnl 
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leigatj  ma  established  in  these  Iileulds.  In 
the  fiist  Instructions  given  to  Governor  Hobson, 
on  the  28th  Jane,  1841,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment proposed  that  the  Conunissioners  ^hom 
they  intended  to  send  out  should  "  be  invested 
vrith  an  cSectoal  and  summary  jurisdiction  for 
determining  controversies  regarding  land  which 
might  arise  between  different  tribes,  or  between 
different  members  of  the  same  tribe."  Later, 
in  the  Royal  Instructions  of  1846,  issued  after 
.eaiefnl  inquiry  as  to  the  course  that  should  be 
pnisned,  Lord  Grey  laid  down  the  following 
mle: — 

"  The  Protector  of  Aborigines  shall  transmit 
to  the  Governor  a  statement  of  the  extent  and 
locality  of  all  the  lands  to  which  any  Natives, 
either  as  tribes  or  individuals,  claim  either  a 
proprietary  or  a  possessory  title,  which  claims 
sbsll  forthwith  be  provisionally  registered.  A 
Land  Court  shall  be  held  in  each  district  for 
investigating  and  deciding  on  the  accuracy  and 
validity  of  such  negotiations ;  which  Court 
shall  big  competent  to  decide  on  the  accuracy 
and  validity  thereof,  both  as  between  the 
claimant  on  the  one  hand,  and  -as  in  right  of 
the  Crown  on  the  other  hand,  and  as  between 
different  claimants  asserting  opposite  and  in- 
compatible titles  to  the  same  lands." 

The  proposal  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
member,  for  Rangitikei,  in  his  Native  Land 
Bill,  was  to  continue  in  the  Govei-nor  the 
power  of  determining  Native  title  :  we  propose, 
instead,  to  constitute  Courts  to  ascertain,  de- 
fine, and  register  the  Native  ownership ;  after 
which  the  owners  should  be  relieved  from  the 
restrictions  we  have  placed  upon  them  for  the 
last  twenty  years  as  to  the  disposal  of  their 
land.  But  it  is  not  merely  for  a  sentimental 
admission  in  favour  of  the  Natives  of  their  full 
rights  of  ownership  that  the  Oovemment  now 
ask  yoQi  assent  to  this  measure.  We  believe 
that  by  asserting  this  principle  we  shall  do 
more  than  the  whole  course  of  our  policy  for 
the  last  twenty  years  has  done  to  remove  the 
secret  causes  of  jealousy  and  distrust  which 
have  been  at  work  in  the  Native  mind,  and 
which  are  the  acknowledged  sources  of  the 
Haori  king  movement.  We  believe  that,  if 
yon  can  once  substitute  for  the  sense  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  what  are  the  real  intentions  of  the 
Oovemment  the  knowledge  that — being'  ad- 
mitted to  possess  a  boundless  extent  of  territory 
as  their  absolute  property — the  Native  people 
will  also  be  allowed  to  obtain  the  full  benefit 
■of  their  wealth,  yon  will  have  struck  at- the 
root  of  the  agitation  by  which  so  many  tribes 
have  been  seduced  from  their  allegiance  to 
the  Quesn,  and  of  the  danger  arising  out  of 
their  having  set  up  a  king  of  their  own.  It 
is  vain  to  hope  that  you  will  revive  the  Native 
confidence  in  you  by  the  mere  offer  of  political 
isstitntions.  No  reader  of  history  will  say 
that  barbarians  coming  in  contact  with  a  con- 
quering or  civilizing  race  can  be  gained  over  by 
mete  forms  of  government.  You  may  stimu- 
late the  political  activity  of  village  runangas ; 
bnt  unless  you  can  at  the  same  time  secure 
the  attachment  of  the  Native  people  by  some 


bond  of  common  interest,  and  prove  that  this 
bond  is  the  best  guarantee  for  their  own  pro- 
sperity and  wealth,  you  have  done  little 
towards  bridging  the  guU  that  separates  the 
civilized  man  and  the  barbarian.  The  only 
means  by  which  yon  can  produce  a  lasting 
efiect  upon  the  Natives  is  by  proving  to  them 
that  it  IS  not  merely  a  matter  of  sentiment  for 
th^m  to  own  allegiance  to  British  authority 
and  submit  thenuelves  to  British  law,  but 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  material 
interest  to  them  to  do  it,  and  that  if  they  do 
it  they  will  infallibly  themselves  become 
wealthy  men.  The  grievance  they  complain  of 
is,  that  the  more  land  they  sell  the  more  they 
become  impoverished ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
fact  that  in  those  places  where  most  territory 
has  been  ceded  to  the  Crown  chieftainship  has 
most  declined.  This  arises  simply  and  natu- 
rally from  the  one  great  mistake  wo  have 
made,  in  always  trying  to  give  them  the  least 
price  they  would  accept  for  their  land,  in  order 
that  we  might  ourselves  gnt  the  greatest  profit 
we  could  by  its  sale.  If  you  bad  said  at  the  com- 
mencement that  the  Crown  would  obtain  the 
Native  land  on  a  plan  to  secure  the  advance- 
ment of  the  race,  as  was  specially  done  by  the 
United  States  in  one  case  a  few  years  ago, 
whore  a  large  sum — -if  I  remember  right,  more 
than  £100,000 — was  obtained  and  invested  for 
the  benefit  of  a  particular  tribe,  you  would 
have  had  no  distrust  or  dissatisfaction  in  the 
Native  taind  ;  but  by  always  buying  from  them 
on  the  pretence  that  you  wanted  land  for  tho 
purpose  of  colonization,  without  making  pro- 
vision— at  least  in  the  North  Island — for  their 
ovm  improvement,  you  have  at  lost  brought 
the  Natives  to  believe  that  your  real  object  is 
to  impoverish  and  degrade  them.  But  if  you 
now  reverse  that  policy,  and  allow  them  to 
receive  the  fall  benefit  of  their  immense 
wealth  in  land,  you  will,  I  firmly  believe,  best 
promote  colonization.'at  the  same  time  that  you 
revive  the  confidence  of  the  other  race.  There 
was  another  plan  open  to  you  at  the  first  by 
which  yon  might  have  secured  their  confldeince. 
You  might,  perhaps,  have  started  originally — 
and  it  may  be  that  you  could  even  do  it  now — 
with  purchasing  the  allegiance  of  the  Natives 
by  some  such  system  as  has  been  pursued 
elsewhere — at  the  Cape  or  in  French  colonics, 
for  instance — of  granting  large  pensions  to  Ibu 
principal  chiefs,  and  securing  their  allegiaucu 
by  interesting  them  in  the  annual  receipt  of  a 
fixed  income.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  this  is 
bribery:  but,  if  you  hod  started  with  that 
originally,  yon  might  have  been  able  to  avoid 
recognizing  among  the  Natives  a  higher  title 
than  has  been  recognized  as  belonging  to 
savages  by  sovereign  powers  before,  and  you 
might  have  practically  got  possession  of  the 
country  through  the  influence  of  the  chiefs  in 
the  various  districts.  It  would  have  been 
another  way  of  proving  to  them  that  coloniza- 
tion meant  wealth  for  them  as  well  as  for  you. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  would  have  been  the  better 
plan,  nor  do  I  say  it  would  not ;  neither  do  I 
mean  to  say  that,  even  now,  if  you  could  se& 
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7onr  'tmy  to  the  great  chiefs'  assent  to  such  a 
scheme,  you  might  not  buy  your  way  into  the 
land  at  the  price  of  a  great  annual  grant  for 
pensions — nhicb,    however,  would  be  a  trifle 
compared  with  the  value  of  the  territory  it- 
self.   But  the  time  has  come  when,  one  way 
or  another,  you  must  pay  for  the  land  it  vou 
are  to  have  it— pay,  I  mean,  its  full  value. 
There  is  no  other  course  open  to  you  but  to 
divest  yourselves  of  the  idea  that  you  have  a  re- 
versionary interest  in  the  land  for  your  own 
benefit :  you  must  allow  that  the  benefit  shall 
go  to  the  people  to  whom  the  land  now  belongs. 
You  must  do  one  thing  or  the  other— either 
say  you  have   a  reversionary  interest  in  the 
land   for   the   purposes  of    colonization,  and 
that,  as  one  way  of  getting  it  peaceably,  you 
will  grant  large  incomes  to  the  chiefs,  or  let 
the  Native  owners  have   the   full  value  of   it 
themselves,  and  let  them  sell  it  to  any  one  for 
as  much  as  they  can  get.    But  it  is  said  that 
llbo  Bill   will  be    a   land-sharking  measure; 
that  it  will  destroy  systematic  colonization; 
that   it  will-  reduce  some  of  the  provinces  to 
bankrtaptcy ;  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  finan- 
cial settlement  of  1856 ;   that,  if  we  give  to 
the  Katives  these  rights,  they  must  also  be 
suject  to  taxation  equally  with  ourselves.    I 
will  shortly  endeavour  to  dispose  of  these  ob- 
jections to  the  principle  which  we  propose  to 
adopt.   What  is  the  meaning  of  land-sharking  ? 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  what  was  said 
in  ttie  times  of  our  ignorance  of  the  claimants 
under  purchases  made  from  the  Natives  be- 
fore the  Treaty.    I  remember,  a  great  many 
yeara  ago,  when  I  was  working  with  the  first 
band  that  founded   the  southern  colonization 
of  these  Islands,  we  used  to  think  the  people 
who  had  bought  land  from  the  Natives  in  the 
North  were  a  set  of  land-sharks,  whose  enor- 
mous claims  were  destructive   to  the  future 
welfare    of   that    part, of   New    Zealand.     I 
have    since    leomt    be'tter:    experience    l^as 
taught  me  that  there  were,  on  the  whole,  no 
fnirer  or  more  complete  transfers  of  Native 
tiile  ever  mode   in  New  Zealand  than  those 
under  whioh  the  first  settlers  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  and  the  north  made  their  purchases 
from  the  Natives ;  and  the  time  has  gone  by 
when  those  transactions   could  be  quoted  as 
instances  of  what  land-sharking  in  New  Zea- 
land means.    I  think  that  system  may  as  fairly 
be  called  "  land-sharking " — if  the  term  is  to 
be  used  in  this  way  at  all— by  which  in  one 
province  a  runholder  may  obtain  an  estate  of 
100,000  acres  of  finely-grassed  laild  by  paying 
Ss.  an  acre  for  it ;  it  is  just  as  much  "  land- 
sharking"  for  a  man  in  another  province  to 
hold  a  run  of  400,000  acres  with  a  fourteen 
years'  lease,  to  the  absohite  exclusion  of  the 
public  from  any  right  to  buy ;  just  as  much 
"  land-sharking "  where  you   may   buy  agri- 
cultural land  at  6s.  an  acre  on  one  side  of  a 
river,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  the 
mere  right  of  occupation  of  the  land  under  a 
'  pasture  license  will    fetch   nearly  as   much. 
There  is,  strictly  speaking,  as  much  "land- 
sharking"  possible  vmder  the  actual  land  laws 
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of  New  Zealand  oa  is-  likely  to  take  pUoe  in 
Native  districts   nnder  this  measure.    BU, 
suppose  it   were  otherwise — suppose  a  man 
with  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  monej  could 
go  inlxnd-  buy  the  whole  of  the  Waiksto  with 
It.     I  say  he  woul9  be  doing;  a  great  benefit 
to  the  country.    I  say  that  it  would  produce 
more  results  in  the  union  of  the  two  races  to 
have  the  title  there  extinguished  by  one  msu, 
and  the  country  occupied,  as  il  would  be,  1^ 
the  thousands  who  would  go  into  it,  em  u 
that  man  mode  another  quarter  of  a  millioD 
profit,  than  the  present  system  will  product 
which  prevents  the  title  being  extinguished  at 
all.     There  is  more  than  one  man  now  in  th« 
country  possessing  as  his  private  estate  ban 
fifty  to  a  hundred  thousand  acres,  for  which 
he  has  paid  on  amount  of  money  quite  trifliij! 
compared    to   its   present   value   and  to  the 
income  it  produces  him  to-day.    When,  titat- 
fore,  you  call  this  Bill  a  "  land-sharking" pro- 
posal you  are  ruiming  away  with  the  ides  uut 
it  gives  an  inordinate  advantage  to  &  smiil 
number  of  speculators.     Now,  that  has  nothiiig 
to  do  with  the  question.     If  the  result  will  1* 
to  give  advantages  to  particular  Europeans  it 
must  also  give  large  sums  to  the  Natives  them- 
selves, all  of  which  will  come  back  to  70a  i£ 
trade.    But  I  deny  that  there  is  any  prospect 
of  individual    speculators    acquiring  a  P*' 
amount  of   territory.     I   believe  that  bv  if 
operation  of  such  a  measure  as  this  there  vjH 
be  such  an  amount  of  competition  smong  in- 
tending European  buyers — such  an  effect  (>> 
the    Europeans   and    Natives   from  the  io- 
mutable  laws  of  supply  and  demsnd,  that  tie 
mere  land-shade — if  yon  mart  give-  this  nia- 
name  to  any  speculator  in  land — would  geJ  i» 
extremely  small  advantage  compared  «■''' 1^ 
advantages  got  by  the  laj|;e  number  of  p«^ 
whose  capital  and  enterprise  would  be  dnecteii 
to  the  purchase  of  Native  lands.    With  la?^ 
to  the  objection  that  a  proposal  like  thii  » 
destructive  of  systematic   colonization,  I  <° 
not    believe   one  word  of   it.    We  hare  «» 
what  your  right  of  pre-emption  has  dons  in  »• 
Waikato,  at  Taranoki,  at  Manawalu,  sad  elie- 
where.    With  all  your  principles  of  sjitem^ 
colonization  you  have  not  been  able  to  |tt  "* 
load  on  which    to  colonize.     What  oo  ^ 
mean  by  the  words  ?    Do  yoa  serionslj  int«" 
never   to  enable  the   Europeans  to  1>***I 
mixed  with  the  Natives  in  the  Native  distii*' 
I  say,  if  you  will  let  them 'do  it;  if  yw™ 
let  them  become,  first  ploughers  of  Uod,ta* 
makers  of   roads,  then   boildets  of  viUagif- 
churches,  and  schools,  in  purely  Natiw  UWJ' 
tory,  you  will  have  a  more  "  systematic  «*■ 
nization  "  than  that  which  allows  whde  i* 
tricts  to  be  destroyed  by  thistles,  which  cwj** 
vast  estates  for  great  sheep-owners,  and  «I^ 
has  not  saved  you  from  having  your  own  ta* 
which  you  bought  and  cultivated,  cot^oWw 
and  held  by  a  handful  of  insurgent  N»>it» 
But  the  most  serious  argument  I  have  hesw 
as  being  likely  to  be  advanced  agaiott  tw 
Bill  is,  that  it  will  be  bankruptcy  to  some  <H 
the    provinces— Wellington,    for  instance.    ' 
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hope  that  aignment  will  not  be  brought  for- 
inud  against  the  Bill;  but,  if  it  is,  I  shall 
have  Ote  opportunity  of  meetin^g  it  when  I  re- 
ply upon  tiie  debate.  But  I  wish  to  take  this 
epportonity  of  repeating  that  the  Government 
will  be  reaidy  to  receive  from  members  repre- 
senting the  Korthem  Island  provinces,  and  to 
give  every  possible  efiect  to,  any  proposals 
having  for  ueir  object  to  prevent  any  breach 
ef  faith  with  regadid  to  arrangements  now 
pending,  any  contracts  for  sale  or  otherwise  of 
Und,  in  which  the  Provincial  Governments  are 
already  engaged.  I  shall  myself  propose  a 
clause  by  which  all  contracts  and  pending  ne- 
gotiations will  be  saved ;  so  that  this  law  shall 
not  put  a  stop  to  anything  actually  undertaken 
on  the  part  of  a  province.  But  if  it  should  be 
contended,  as  I  understand  it  will  be,  that,  be- 
cause there  are  several  blocks  in  course  ot 
cession,  or  under  engagement  to  be  ceded, 
all  the  Native  land  outside  them  ought  to  be 
entirely  excepted  from  (he  oporation  of  the 
Bill,  then  I  say  at  once  that,  after  giving 
the  qnestion  our  most  serious  consideration, 
and  after  giving  our  best  attention  to  the  views 
advocated,  very  temperately  and  fairly,  by  the 
depatations  wnich  came  to  see  us  on  Satur- 
day and  waited  upon  the  Governor  to-day.  His 
Excellency's  Advisers  will  not  be  able  to  accept 
tn  amendment  in  the  Bill  striking  so  directly 
at  its  principle.  They  will  not  be  able  to  say 
that,  the  object  being  to  recognize  to  tho  full 
extent  the  Native  ownership,  it  is  not  expedient 
in  certain  portions  of  the  countrji  so  to  re- 
cognize it.  But  it  is  not  only  as  a  matter 
of  right  and  wrong  we  say  so :  if  by  the 
prinoiple  of  this  Bill  you  give  tho  Natives 
the  incidents  of  ownership  it  will.be  perfectly 
Tain  to  tell  them  that  you  will  admit  that 
principle  in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  but  deny 
It  in  Wellington.  The  Province  of  Wellington 
would  gain  nothing  by  such  a  course ;  for  the 
Natives,  knowing  that  the  principle  had  been 
leoognized  in  the  norMi,  would  cease  to  sell 
land  to  the  Crown  here  on  any  other  system, 
bnt  would  not  eease  to  demand  the  same  bene- 
fit to  be  extended  to  them  everywhere.  They 
would  come  to  this  House  and  to  the  Governor 
and  ask,  "  Upon  what  rule  of  right  or  justice  do 
yon  lay  it  down  that  we,  who  have  been  loyal 
and  friendly,  are  to  be  excluded  from  the  con- 
cessions which  you  are  ready  to  grant  to  people 
who  have  given  yon  all  your  trouble  ?  "  The 
result  could  only  be  that,  after  having  ourselves 
taken  up  the  contemptible  course  of  setting  up 
a  principle  here  and  then  agreeing  to  strike  it 
down,  the  Natives  would  come  to  this  House 
with  a  demand  which  in  the  long  run  no  one 
could  resist.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  honourable 
members  representing  Wellington  who  may 
think  that  the  Government  have  arrived  at  a 
decision  adverse  to  their  provincial  interests 
will  admit  that,  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  I 
bave  stated,  we  have  been  guided  by  the  feeling 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  futile  to  propose  that 
the  principle  should  be  declared  m  one  place 
and  not  in  another.  But  another  objection 
whioh  I  am  told  will  be  urged  against  this  Bill 
it,  (hat  it  interferes  with  the  finanoial  B^ttle- 


ment  of  1866.  Kow,  no  one  in  this  House,  I 
venture  to  say,  has  ta^en  a  greater  interest  than 
I  have  in  the  maintenance  of  that  financial 
settlement ;  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
I  have  done  violence  to  my  inclination  afi  a 
party  man  by  voting  against  my  own  party  on 
questions  when  I  thought  that  settlement  was 
in  danger  of  being  disturbed.  And  if  it  could 
fairly  bo  said  that  this  Bill  interferes  with  that 
settlement,  then  I,  for  one,  should  have  been 
very  unwilling  to  give  it  my  advocacy.  But  do 
not  let  us  have  any  nonsense  upon  this  matter. 
Let  us  fairly  look  at  what  was  tho  basis  of  the 
financial  settlement  of  185C,  in  order  to  see 
whether  any  dealing  with  the  Native  lands  can 
justly  be  said  to  be  a  violation  of  it.  And 
I  particularly  wish  that  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Rangitikei  would  do  me  the 
favour  to  consider  this  point  himself,  because  I 
maintain  that,  if  the  financial  settlement  of  . 
1856  is  interfered  with  by  our  Bill,  it  must 
equally  have  been  interfered  with  by  the  BiU 
which  my  honourable  friend  himself  proposed, 
ot  by  the  scheme  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Ellesmere,  or,  in  fact,  by  any  pro- 
posal whatever  on  the  subject  of  Native  lands. 
The  questions  in  dispute  in  1856  were  purely 
territorial  questions.  The  provinces  of  the 
Middle  Island  had,  by  a  series  of  successful 
operations,  acquired  uie  whole  of  the  Native 
territory  there ;  in  the  provinces  of  the  North 
Island,  on  the  contrary,  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  remained  in  the  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  Natives.  Now,  under  the  Con- 
stitution Act,  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale 
of  land  wsbs  liable  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  Native  territory:  and  the  particular  point 
raised  in  1856  was  really  this :  whether  the 
territorial  revenue  of  the  Middle  Island  ought 
to  continue  to  be  liable  to  appropriation  at  the 
Governor's  pleasure  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
the  North  Island.  That  was  the  whole  questioii 
involved  in  the  settlement  of  1856.  We  all 
knew  perfectly  well  that  there  had  been  a 
certain  amount  of  debt  incurred  by  the  colony 
for  general  purposes,  and  we  proposed  that  this 
should  be  borne  by  the  whole  colony.  Wo 
knew  perfectly  well  that  there  was  another 
debt  imposed  upon  us  by  tho  Parliament,  and 
that  we  nad  no  choice  left  to  us  as  to  paying 
the  New  Zealand  Company.  We  knew  perfectly 
well  that,  except  in  the  territorial  revenue  of 
tho  South,  we  had  no  money  available  for  tba 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  The  mode  of  ad- 
justment by  which  these  public  burdens  were 
allocated  between  the  Middle  and  North  Islands 
was  entirely  subordinate  to  the  real  question 
involved — namely,  the  liberation  of  the  Middle 
Island  Land  Fund.  That  Land  Fund  was 
liberated;  but  I  deny  that  there  was  any 
contract,  implied  or  expressed,  that  no  legisla- 
tion should  take,  place  or  arrangements  be 
entered  into  between  the  Natives  and  this 
House  with  respeot  to  the  territory  not  ceded 
in  1856 ;  and  I  deny  that  any  principle  which 
this  House  may  determine  to  apply  for  the 
purchase  and  acquisition  of  that  territory  doea 
in  any  way  aSect  the  bond  between  the  two 
Islands  undez  that  finanoial  settlement.    Wa 
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liave  constantly  objected  to  legislating  on  the 
subject  of  the  waste  lands,  lest  the  settlement 
should  be  disturbed  and  the  engagements 
between  the  two  Islands  reversed ;  but  it  has 
never  been  said  that  dealing  with  the  Native 
lands  in  the  colony  would  be  an  infraction 
of  that  agreement.  On  the  contrary,  there  has 
hardly  been,  since  1856,  a  sing^  session  without 
some  Bill  dealing  with  the  Native  lands,  or 
some  scheme  as  to  how  they  should  be  dealt 
with;  yet  never  was  it  said  by  any  one 'that 
legislation  on  the  subject  was  an  infraction  of 
the  financial  settlement.  Indeed,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  suppose  how  this  can  for  a  moment 
be  argued ;  and  I  must  be  content  to  wait  for 
argimients  on  the  subject  before  I  can  profess 
to  meet  them.  All  I  can  say  is  this :  1  have 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  question  for  years, 
having  represented  a  North  Island  constituency 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement,  and  recognized 
the  justice  of  its  principles  ;  and  having  lost 
my  seat  mainly,  I  believe,  in  consequence  of 
my  vote  on  that  occasion.  I  shall  be  curious  to 
see  how  it  vrill  be  argued  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Bangitilcei  that  his  Bill 
was  not  equally  an  infraction  of  the  settlement. 
Why,  he  there  admitted  the  right  of  the  Na- 
tive's to  propose  plans  to  the  Qovemment  for 
a  colonization  quite  apart  from  the  Provincial 
Governments  or  the  claims  of  any  province ;  and 
though  he  avoided  recognizing  in  express  terms 
the  Native  title,  he  provided  for  Native  coloniza- 
tion schemes  under  which  the  money  was  to  go 
into  no  provincial  chest  whatever.  If  any  plan 
could  bo  at  all  said  to  be— which  I  deny — at 
variance  with  the  financial  settlement  of  1856, 
it  would  be  a  plan  deliberately  excluding  from 
the  ordinary  provincial  revenue  the  pnrchase- 
mbney  derived  from  the  sale  of  whole  tracts 
of  Native  territory,  under  schemes  of  coloniza- 
tion concluded  between  the  Natives  and  the 
Qovemment  without  reference  to  the  provinces. 
Bat  it  is  said  that  if  you  give  the  Natives  the 
light  of  ownership  you  must  also  tell  them 
at  the  same  time  that  they  are  liable  to  be 
taxed ;  that,  if  you  say  the  land  is  their  own, 
and  they  may  derive  large  sums  of  money  by 
leasing  or  selling  it,  it  is  high  time  they 
should  pay  taxes  in  return  for  these  rights  and 
privileges.  That  is  perfectly  fair.  I  believe, 
myself,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever raised  on  the  port  of  the  Natives  to  being 
taxed  for  the  mamtenance  of  roads  through 
their  districts  and  for  the  improvement  of  the 
country  they  retain,  if  you  will  let  them  have 
the  value  of  what  they  sell.  But  itis  not  in  this 
House  that  it  will  be  advanced  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Qovemments  or  ourselves  should  proceed 
directly  to  tax  the  Natives  without  theu;  being 
represented.  When  they  shall  be  adequately 
represented  it  will  be  ample  time  to  taJk  about 
taxing  them  by  direct  taxation ;  and  when  that 
time  comes  I  believe  yon  will  have  no  more 
punctual  taxpayers  in  the  country,  if  their 
money  is  used  for  the  improvement  of  their  dis- 
tricts. The  Natives  are  extraordinarily  shrewd 
in  these  matters,  and  if  they  see  yon  want  the 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  dUsttiots  with 
-which  they  are  oonoemed  I  do  not  think 
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yon  will  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  it.  Bat 
I  confess  I  think  you  will  have  difficulty  in 
maintaining  for  a  long  period  of  years  yoor 
practice  of  making  the  I^d  Fund  the  pocket 
into  which  you  dive  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
government;  and  I  certainly  do  not  beliem 
you  will  get  the  Natives  to  see,  even  if  Um 
Buropeans  see,  that  it  will  be  for  their  ad- 
vant^e  to  contribute  large  sums  of  money  in 
the  way  of  taxes  not  returned  to  the  land  in 
the  shape  of  public  improvements.  Retain  it 
in  that  way  to  them,  and  yon  woald  then  have 
no  more  difficulty  than  you  have  in  coUeetiag 
rates  levied  by  the  local  Boards  upon  the  Eoio- 
peons.  A  greater  objection  than  any  I  hav« 
noticed  yet  will  be  advanced  against  the  BiQ, 
and  with  the  more  show  of  reason  that  it  ii  ait 
argument  which  it  is  hardly  possible  for  the 
Government  to  meet  by  any  solid  reply,  except 
the  one  of  long  convictions  and  perfect  faitk 
It  may  be  said  that  we  are  running  considetabb 
risk, and  danger  of  opening  up  the  oountiy 
to  irregular  contracts  between  Europeans  tad 
Natives,  of  repeating  the  difficulties  which  hxn 
been  stated  to  have  occurred  in  f  sntracts  mad« 
by  Natives  and  Europeans  in  the  old  land 
claims.  But  there  are  only  two  things  which  I 
think  deserve  consideration.  In  the  first  place, 
my  experience  as  Land  Claims  CommissioBs 
has  convinced  me  that  there  is  no  practical 
danger  in  the  ascertaining  of  title  trandened 
by  the  Natives  to  Europeans ;  for  I  have  sees 
nearly  half  a  million  acres  adjudicated  upon  ia 
the  Land  Olaims  Court,  and  the  risk  has  faded 
into  thin  air  by  a  little  management.  Bat, 
in  the  second  place,  I  ask,  have  you  by  pa« 
policy  avoided  disputes  and  dangers  ?  Baa  tlK 
course  you  have  hitherto  pursued,  by  means  of 
a  long  list  of  trained  officials,  by  an  organixd 
system  extending  over  more  than  twenty  yeao, 
with  all  the  safeguards  that  could  be  eumctei 
to  exist  in  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Kiatiii 
customs  and  in  the  high  qualification  of  lb. 
McLean  and  some  of  hisassistants — has  itsavad 
yon  from  dangers  and  difficulties  ?  I  do  Bct 
wish  to  allude  to  the  war  at  Waitara,  oi  to 
renew  the  old  discussions  on  what  tookpbc* 
there :  I  know  that  in  this  House  tfaore  an 
fundamental  differences  of  opinion  on  that  qoes- 
tion.  But  if  you  look  to  the  transactions  Hat 
have  taken  place  in  the  North — if  you  lock  at 
the  old  Mahurangi  Block,  for  instance,  bon^ 
nineteen  times  over,  I  believe — if  yoa  look  to 
the  district  of  Hawke's  Bay  and  Wairai^m 
where  claims  have  hod  to  tie  settled  over  ud 
over  again,  you  must  allow  that,  with  all  tk* 
care  you  have  taken  and  the  experience  tsb 
have  gained,  you  have  not  put  yourselves  oo't  of 
the  reach  of  what  might  at  any  time  hav* 
fanned  itself  into  the  some  blaze  as  lighted  vf 
the  Waitara.  I  say  that  you  have  not  saied 
yourselves  by  your  practice  from  risk  or  danger. 
At  the  present  time,  as  a  matter  of  mere  poUey, 
can  it  lairiy  be  said  that  there  is  greater  risk 
by  commencing  on  this  principle  than  by  going 
on  with yoaz  practice  of  twen^ years?  J  think 
not.  For  mr  own  pait,  I  can  only  offer  yon  my 
conviction  that  there  is  not  t^e  least  danger, 
nnder  deoeatly  good  management  and  proper 
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tftfegniuxls ;  that,  as  to  the  asoertainment  and 
legistiation  of  tho  Native  title,  you  may  put 
jonraelves  at  perfect  ease  as  to  the  safety  and 
(access  of  this  measure  ;  and  that  in  the  good 
faith  and  loyalty  of  the  Natives  themselves  you 
have  the  b^t  guarantee  you  can  desire.  This 
Bill,  if  accepted,  will  be  taken  as  a  declaration 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  (heir  opinion  as  to 
what  should  be  done  in  ftitnre.  But  it  must 
Dot  be  supposed  that  the  Government  ask  the 
House  to  i»ss  the  Bill  with  the  view  to  bring- 
ing it  into  immediate  operation.  In  the  first 
place,  it  must  be  reserved  for  Her  Majesty's 
auent ;  and,  in  the  next,  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain thatBny  legislation  upon  the  Native  lands 
urill  not  require  the  confirmation  of  an  Act  of 
tbe  Imperial  Parliament.  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  myself,  on  that  point,  that  the  73rd  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  Act  does  prevent  our 
dealing  with  the  Native  lands  except  upon  tbe 
condition  precedent  of  a  cession  of  the  Native 
title  to  the  Queen ;  and  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  giving  full  effect  to  the  principle  of 
Native  ownership  that  we  should  obtain  the 
sanction  uf  an  Act  of  Parliament.  But,  at  any 
rate,  in  view  of  the  relations  of  Ministers  with 
the  Governor  we  cannot  ask  the  House  to  bring 
inch  a  measare  into  operation  without  reserving 
it  for  the  Queen's  assent. 

Mr.  PITZGEBALD.— Why  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— I  will  tell  my  honour- 
able friend  why.  Just  think  for  a  moment  how 
it  would  be  if  the  state  of  the  oaae  were  the 
converse  of  what  it  is  now.  If  our  course  for 
the  last  twenty  years  had  been  the  recognition 
of  Native  ownership  as  a  reality,  and  a  Ministry 
should  now  come  into  power  oik  tbe  question  of 
leveising  that  system  and  taking  away  from  the 
Natives  that  which  you  had  granted  them,  as 
ve  have  supposed,  twenty  years  back,  would 
my  honourable  friend  say  for  one  moment  that 
it  wonld  be  just  or  right  that  the  Crown,  having 
given  its  consent  to  such  an  agreement  with 
tile  Natives,  should  not  be  consulted  if  we  de- 
prived them  of  the  rights  which  Her  Majesty 
had  been  a  party  to  conferring  on  them  ?  So 
far  as  the  Europeans  are  concerned,  they  being 
folly  represented  here,  we  do  not  care  whether 
we  give  rights  or  take  them  away ;.  but  it  would 
be  manifestly  impossthle  to  do  tiiat  in  the  case 
of  the  Natives,  who  are  not  represented  in  this 
House :  and  so  I  say  that,  in  any  reversal  of  a 
Native  poliey  which  has  been  systematically 
pnraaed  for  a  long  period  of  years — if  even  that 
reversal  be  for  the  Natives'  benefit — the  BoytJ 
assent  must  be  sought.  Moreover,  we  are  de- 
sirous to  guard  ourselves  from  even  the  appear- 
ance of  tronching  upon  the  relations  we  nave 
proposed  should  subsist  between  His  Excellency 
and  ourselves ;  and  we  are  therefore  ready  to 
leave  out  the  provision  that  the  powers  pro- 
posed to  be  given  should  he  exercised  by  tbe 
Governor  in  Council,  since  this  provision  neces- 
sitates the  assent  and  consent  of  the  Ministry. 
We  shall  be  perfectly  willing  to  leave  the  Go- 
veraor  the  responsibility  of  action,  stipulating 
only  that  we  shall  give  htm  our  aydvice  when 
Enropean  interests  are  concerned.  And  we 
further  propose,  as  on  additional  safeguard,  that 


the  Act  shall  he  brought  into  operation  in 
such  way  and  in  such  districts  as  tho  Governor 
himself  may  think  safe  and  prober.  I  havo 
endciivoured  to  make  the  principal  objeots« 
and  what  we  believe  will  bo  t>ie  results,  of  the 
Hill  clear  to  honourable  members  generally. 
If  I  have  not  succeeded,  it  is  not  from  want  of 
a  clear  conviction  in  my  own  mind  of  what 
ought  to  be  done.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable  . 
member  for  Ellesmere  to  givu  mo  his  support 
in  this  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  part  of 
the  views  which  he  himself  has  advanced  in  this 
House.  I  appeal  especially  to  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Bangitikei  to  vote  with 
me  to-night.  No  man  knows  better  than  I  do 
the  influence  which  my  honourable  friend  has 
been  able  to  gain  among  the  Native  people. 
No  man  knows  better  than  I  jdo  that,  if  their 
attitude  towards  us  has  been  the  result  of  pre- 

1'udice  and  injustice — and  injustice  it  was,  I  be- 
ieve,  myself,  most  firmly,  to  the  character  and 
intentions  of  Colonel  Browne,  than  whom  no 
more  loyal  or  true-hearted  Englishman  ever 
breathed — it  is  not  the  less  true  that  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Bangitikei 
when  he  came  into  power  received  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Natives  as  tho  representative  of  & 
pacific  policy.  But  they  also  understood  dis- 
tinctly that  he  himself  was  an  advocate  for  the 
complete  recognition  of  their  title  to  their  lands. 
I  do  hope — and  my  honourable  friend  knows 
perfectly  well  that,  though  we  have  not  agreed 
on  political  subjects,  and  havo  never  sat  on  the 
same  side  of  this  House,  I  did  feel  it  my  duty 
to  give  him  every  possible  assistance  at  a  time 
when  he  had  to  encounter  great  difficulties 
among  both  Natives  and  Europeans — I  hope,  I 
repeat,  that  it  may  not  be  said  of  my  honour- 
able friend  that,  having  when  he  was  in  power 
mode  the  Natives  believe  that  ib  him  they  had 
a  great  supporter  of  their  rights  to  land,  he  re- 
tracted, as  soon  as  he  left  office,  the  opinion  he 
had  before  avowed.  I  appeal  to  him  because  X 
know  thsit  it  is  of  the  most  essential  consequence 
that  tbe  Natives  should  not  believe  we  make 
their  rights  the  battledores  and  shuttlecocks  of 
peurty  in  this  House,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
we  all  desire  to  do  them  justice ;  and  because 
it  would  be  a  shame  to  find  that  the  leaders  of 
public  opinion  were  now  divided  upon  that 
which  to  the  Natives  is  of  such  vital  import- 
ance, and  upon  which  we  professed  at  one  time 
to  be  all  agreed.  I  pray  the  jSouse,  at  all  events, 
not  to  allow  a  great  principle  like  this  to  be 
sacrificed  by  pecuniary  Considerations  of  pro- 
vincial interests.  Let  lis,  if  we  have  done  the 
Natives  during  the  past  twenty  years  a  practical 
injustice,  be  now  ready  to  waive  considerations 
of  provincial  profits  m  redressing  it.  Let  na 
together  give  tnem  the  most  practical  proof  we 
can  of  our  desire  to  be  united  with  them.  Let 
us  try  at  length  to  convince  them  that,  what- 
ever may  be  in  this  House  our  political  and 
party  differences  on  matters  which  affect  Euro- 
pean interests  alone,  we  can  at  least  unite  to 
give  them,  instead  of  the  motto  which  they  re- 
ceived from  King  Fotatau,  the  new  device  of 
"  civil  rights  and  equal  laws." 
'Mr.  JOLLIE  said  he  would  take  the  present 
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cpportcmity  to  invito  the  consideration  of  the 
Hoti»o  to  CtiL'tain  points  bearing  upon  the 
legality,  principle,  and  policy  of  the  very  im- 
portant measure  now  submitted  for  ite  ap- 
proval. He  thought  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  any  such  measure  as  this,  requiring 
so  much  and  such  mature  consideration,  should 
have  been  brought  forward  by  the  Ministry  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  or,  indeed,  brought 
forward  at  all  xintil  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
by  special  legislation  of  its  own,  should  have 
removed  the  disabilities  which,  he  contended, 
the  (jolonial  Legislature  Jay  under  in  respect  to 
any  legislation  having  in  view  the  object  and 
tile  principle  contemplated  by  the  Bill.  On  this 
point  he  asked  the  House  to  let  him  quote,  in 
the  first  place,  the  73rd  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Act,  wliich  i;an : — 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  other 
than  Her  ^rajesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  to 
purchase  or  in  any  wise  acquire  or  accept  from 
the  aborigiual  natives  land  of  or  belonging  to 
or  used  or  occupied  by  them  in  common  as 
tribes  or  communities,  or  to  accept  any  release 
or  extinguishment  of  the  rights  of  snoh  ab- 
original natives  in  any  such  land  as  aforesaid ; 
and  no  conveyance  or  transfer  of  any  such  land, 
either  in  perpetuity  or  for  any  term  or  period, 
either  absolutely  or  conditionally,  and  either  in 
property  or  by  way  of  lease  or  occupancy,  and 
no  such  release  or  extinguishment  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  of  any  validity  or  eflect  unless  the 
same  be  made  to  or  entered  into  with  and  ac- 
cepted by  Her  Iilajesty,  her  heirs  or  successors. 
Provided  always  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  by  instruc- 
tions under  the  Signet  and  Royal  Sign  Manual, 
or  signified  through  one  of  Her  Majesty's  prin- 
oipal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  delegate  her 
powers  of  accepting  such  conveyances  or  agree- 
ments, releases,  or  relinquishments  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Zealand,  or  the  Superinten- 
dent of  any  province  within  the  limits  of  such 
province,  and  to  prescribe  or  regulate  the  tdrms 
on  which  such  conveyances  or  agreements,  re- 
leases or  extinguishments,  shall  be  accepted." 

The  effect  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution 
Act,  which  no  subsequent  Act  of  Parliament 
had  in  the  slightest  degree  altered,  seemed  to 
him  to  be  one  fatal  to  the  present  Bill,  or  any 
attempt  on  tlie  part  of  the  House  to  legislate 
for  the  same  object;  and  the  objection  he  took 
on  that  ground  derived  additional  weight  from 
the  terms  in  which'  the  Secretary  of  State  ex- 
pressed himself  when  foro'arding  the  Constitu- 
tion Act  to  the  Governor : — 

"  To  this  general  concession  [that  is,  of  the 
administration  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown] 
there  are,  however  " — said  8ir  John  Pokington, 
in  his  despatch  to  Governor  Grey,  of  the  16th 
July,  1852 — "certain  exceptions  rendered  ne- 
oessary  by  the  peculiar  ciroumstances  of  New 
Zealand,  both  as  respects  the  Native  title  to 
land  and  the  right  already  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment to  the  New  Zealand  Company.  It  has 
appeared  so  essential  to  maintain  the  principle 
that  all  acquisition  of  land  from  the  Native 
tribes  should  take  place  through  the  local 
OoTemment  only,  that  this  regulJAtion,  which 
Mr.  JoUU 


previously  rested  on  the  Boyal  Instoactiaot 
onl^,  has  now  been  incorporated  in  the  G(»isti- 
tution  Act ;  and,  in-order  to  secure  its  maintm- 
anoe,  the  Governor  is  empowered  to  pa;  (he 
purchase-money  to  the  Natives  oat  of  the  &it 
proceeds  of  all  the  land  revenue." 

Such  were  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  reference  to  this  subject  as  affected  by  tbe 
Constitution  Act.  If  any  one  objected  to  him 
now  that  the  prohibition  in  chuue  73,  vhieh 
had  just  been  quoted,  attached  only  to  pgr- 
cbases  made  from  "  tribes  or  oommonitiet,'' 
and  not  from  individual  Natives,  his  reply  to 
that  would  be  to  ask  the  House  to  refer  to  tbt 
Treaty  of  VVaitangi  itself,  which  was  the  butt 
of  the  understanding  between  the  Crown  tad 
the  Natives,  and  which  would  be  seen  deulj 
to  comprise  the  case  of  individual  as  well  h 
communal  ortribal  ownership,  and  conseqoentlj 
the  case  about  to  be  realized,  if  this  Bill  becaine 
law,  of  sale  to  and.  purchase  by  individii&li. 
The  2nd  clause  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  lu 
thus : — 

"  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Englind  nm- 
firms  and  guarantees  to  the  chiefs  and  bribe 
of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the  respective  familiM 
and  individuals  thereof,  the  full,  exclusive,  and 
undisturbed  possession  of  their  lands  sad 
estates,  forests,  fisheries,  and  other  propeitiet 
which  they  may  collectively  or  indiv^nsllj 
possess,  so  long  as  it  is  their  wish  and  dean 
to  retain  the  same  in  their  possession.  Bet  the 
chiefs  of  the  united  tribes,  and  the  isdividiisl 
chiefs,  yield  to  Her  Majesty  the  exclasiTe  li^t 
of  pre-emption  over  suoh  lands  as  the  piopne- 
tors  thereof  may  be  disposed  to  aUenste,  a 
such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
respective  proprietors  and  persons  appointed  by 
Her  Majesty  to  treat  with  them  on  that  be- 
half." 

This  surely  ought  to  be  considered  condflsiw 
as  to  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  Titi 
clause  of  the  Constitution  Act,  of  which.  If 
this  Bill  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  diiret 
violation,  the  utmost  that  could  be  nud  io  la 
favour  was  that  it  was  an  adroit  evasion,  if  M 
of  the  letter,  at  least  of  the  spirit  of  thati<* 
— the  very  thing,  indeed,  that  liord  CamKnia 
in  his  celebrated  despatch  of  the  18th  Vaj, 
1859,  hod  objected  to  the  Native  Tenitoml 
Bights  Bill  of  1858,  a  measure  obviously  msA 
less  extreme  and  exceptionable  than  the  <at 
now  under  discussion.  But  it  ha^  alwaye  bea 
held  by  the  Legislature  of  the  colony,  and  by 
those  most  competent  to  judge  of  its  le^ 
powers,  that  colonial  legislation  on  this  sohjeet 
was  unauthorized  and  illegal  whilst  the  lid 
clause  of  the  Constitution  Act  rranained  un- 
repealed. The  resolutions  of  the  bonoozsUe 
member  for  Bangitikei,  upon  which  veit 
founded,  in  the  session  of  1660,  the  Katiw 
Council  Act  of  that  year,  and  the  w^ 
known  memorandum  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  member  for  Ellesmere  of  the  niae 
year,  in  which  he  protested  against  the  passing  of 
the  New  2iealand  Ijand  Bill,  or  of  uiy  Aot  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament  foe  the  egtetblishnwit  of  a 
Native  Council,  witiiout  consulting  theookmats 
themselves,  both  i^>pMi«d  to  recognise  tiieae- 
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wfid^of  Imperial  legislatiob  before  tbe  Colotiial 
Legislatttre  was  competent,  or  coold  with  any 
fftoi  effect  proceed,  to  regulate  the  acquisition 
of  Native  lands  by  direct  purchase.  But  he  (Mr. 
Jollie)  would  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  and 
passon  to  the  consideration  of  another  and  no  less 
important  branch  of  it — the  principle  and  policy 
which  the  Bill  embodied  and  was  intended  to 
establish.  I^ow,  with  reference  to  this,  he  de- 
sired to  refrain  as  much  as  possible  from  any 
tpere  observations  of  his  own,  and  to  direct  ihe 
attention  of  the  House  to  such  facts  and  pub- 
lic documents  as  might  serve  to  indicate  the  past 
policy  of  the  country  in  respect  to  land  and  land- 
purchases,  as  well  as  the  grounds  on  which  that 
policy  had  hitherto  been  pursued  and  defended. 
He  would,  first  of  all,  read  to  tbo  House  an  ex- 
tract from  a  despatch  of  Lord  John  Bussell 
to  Qovemor  Hobson,  dated  the-  28th  January, 
1841,  showing  the  views  then  entertained  by  the 
English  Colonial  Minister  as  to  the  proper 
oooise  for  the  local  Government  to  pursue  in 
respect  to  assumed  Native  rights  to  laiid.  Lord 
Jt&n  said, — 

"Whatever  may  be  the  custom  or  prevailing 
notion  amongst  them  regarding  the  right  of 
property  in  land,  and  the  right  of  alienation, 
a  law  should  be  enacted  declaring  the  absolute 
invalidity  of  any  conveyance,  or  contract,  or 
will  for  the  disposal  of  land  by  any  Native  chief 
or  chiefs,  or  by  any  individual  Native,  when  the 
object  of  that  contract,  or  conveyance,  or  will 
is  to  transfer  to  any  person  of  European  birth 
«r  descent  the  land  itself  " — 

— instructions  which  had  been  obeyed  and 
carried  into  force  since,  more  or  less  directly, 
by  ordinances  of  the  local  Legislature,  and  the 
principle  and  spirit  of  which  had  been  invariably 
held  to  and  acted  upon  in  the  government  of 
the  colony,  except  for  a  very  short  interval. 
Whan  Governor  Fitzroy,  in  his  erratic  course, 
took  upon  himself  to  waive  the  Crown's  right  of 
pre-emption,  and  issued  his  famous  penny-and 
ten-sbiUings-an-acre  Proclamations,  these  acts 
had  been  always  held  to  be  amongst  the 
strongest  justifications  for  the  recall  of  that 
Governor,  which  so  soon  afterwards  took  place. 
Again,  what,  on  this  subject  of  the  doctrine  and 
praotice  as  to  Native  territorial  rights,  now 
again  brought  in  question  by  clause  2  of  the 
present  BLU — which,  in  his  opinion,  most  un- 
wisely and  unnecessarily  asserted  these  rights 
to  be  absolute  and  indefeasible — what  was  the 
efieot  of  the  celebrated  re^^'ilutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  in 
1844  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  whole 
state  of  New  Zealand— a  tribunal  of  all  others 
perhaps  the  most  impartial  and  the  best  quali- 
fied to  speak  with  authority  and  effect  on  such 
questions  ?  The  third  of  the  resolutions  of  that 
Committee  was  couched  in  these  words : — 

"That  the  acknowledgment  by  the  local 
authorities  of  a  right  of  property  on  the  part  of 
the  Natives  of  New  Zealona  in  all  wild  land  in 
these  islands,  after  the  sovereignty  had  been 
assumed  by  Her  Majesty,  was  not  essential  to 
the  true  construction  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, 
wad  was  an  error  which  had  been  produotive  of 
■wtj  inioxioiu  oonse^uences." 


The  sixth  was, — 

"  That  means  ought  to  be  forthwith  adopted 
for  establishing  the  exclusive  title  of  the  Crown 
to  all  land  not  actually  occupied  and  enjoyed 
by  Natives  or  held  under  grants  of  the  Crown  ; 
such  land  to  be  considered  as  vested  in  the 
Crown  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  the 
manner  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants,  whether  Natives  or  Europeans." 

Whilst  the  twelfth  of  their  resolutions  de- 
clared— 

"  That  the  prohibition  to  all  private  persons 
to  purchase  land  from  the  Natives  ought  to  be 
strictly  enforced,  except  that  land  wmch  may 
have  been  purchased  by  Natives  they  should 
be  at  liberty  to  sell  again,  provided  the  trans- 
action be  sanctioned  by  the  Protector  " — 

—a.  distinct  and  direct  prohibition  o{  the  very 
thing  which  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  was 
intended  to  effect,  and  which,  if  efiected,  would 
amount  to  nothing  less  than  the  complete  re- 
versal of  what  had  been  the  avowed  policy  of  the 
government  of  this  country  from  its  very  com- 
mencement. To  show  this  further,  and  more 
clearly  still,  he  would  read  to  the  House  a  pas- 
sage from  the  celebrated  despatch  of  Earl  Grey 
of  December,  184G — a  despatch  which  had  given 
rise  in  former  years  to  much  discussion,  and 
which  conveyed  to  the  then  Governor  of  New 
Zealand,  Sir  George  Grey,  the  instructions  of 
the  British  Government  in  reference  to  the 
treatment  of  Native  rights  to  land.  His  Lord- 
ship said, — 

"  The  imperfect  information  which  alone,  at 
this  distance,  I  can  hope  to  obtain  as  to  the 
actual  state  of  affairs  in  New  Zealand  renders 
it  impossible  for  me  to  venture  to  prescribe 
to  you  how  far  you  are  to  go  in  attempting 
practically  to  act  upon  the  principles  I  have 
laid  down.  I  should  infer,  from  your  own 
despatches,  as  well  as  from  those  of  your  pre- 
decessors, that  the  tight  of  the  Crown  could 
not  now  be  asserted  to  large  tracts  of  waste 
land  which  particular  tribes  have  been  taught 
to  regard  as  their  own.  It  appears  that  you 
have  found  it  expedient  to  admit  these  preten- 
sions to  a  considerable  extent;  and,  naving 
done  so,  no  apparent  advanta>ge  could  be  suf- 
fered to  weigh  against  the  evil  of  acting  in  a 
manner  either  really  or  even  apparently  incon- 
sistent with  good  faith.  While,  however,  you 
scrupulously  fulfil  whatever  engagements  you 
have  contracted,  and  maintain  those  rights  on 
the  part  of  the  Native  tribes  to  land  which 
you  nave  already  recognized,  you  will  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  any  further  surrender  of 
the  property  of  the  Crown.  I  trust  also  that 
the  evil  which  would  otherwise  arise  from  the 
concessions  already  made  may  to  a  great  de- 
gree be  neutralized  by  your  strictly  maintaining 
the  exclusive  right  of  the  Crown  to  purchase 
land  from  the  Native  tribes  to  which  it  has 
been  assumed  that  it  belongs.  This  right, 
resting  as  it  does  not  only  upon  what  has  been 
called  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  but  also  upon 
the  general  and  long-recognized  principles  of 
national  law,  is  one  so  important  that  it  ought, 
almost  at  all  hazards,  to  be  striotljr  enforced. 
To  sufiai  it  to  be  set  aside  would  be  to  &(>• 
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quiesce  in  the  rain  of  the  colony,  since  it  would 
be  fatal  to  the  progiessive  and  systematic 
settlement  of  the  count]7.  It  is  by  the  sale  of 
land  at  more  than  a  nominal  price  that  its 
appropriation  to  individaals  in  allotments  pro- 
portionate to  their  power  of  making  use  of  it 
can  Eilone  be  secured.  It  is  the  modo  by  which, 
with  least  inconvenience  and  difficulty,  funds 
can  be  raised  for  immigration  and  for  executing 
those  public  works  which  are  necessary  for  the 
profitable  occupation  of  the  soil ;  in  short,  it  is 
the  very  foundation  upon  which  systematic 
colonization  must  be  based. '  But  if  the  Native 
tribes  are  permitted  to  sell  large  tracts  of  land  to 
individuals  for  a  mere  nominal  consideration, 
it  is  obvious  that  so  much  land  will  be  thrown 
upon  the  market  as  entirely  to  defeat  the  at- 
tempt to  sell  such  lands  as  the  Crown  may  still 
retam  at  a  price  sufficient  to  answer  the  ob- 
jects of  the  policy  I  have  described.  It  has 
been  asserted  that  the  Natives  of  New  Zealand 
will  never  consent,  unless  compelled  by  force  of 
arms,  to  the  adoption  of  a  system  by  which 
land  bought  from  them  at  a  nominal  price,  or, 
at  all  events,  at  a  low  one,  by  the  servants  of 
the  Grown,  is  to  be  resold  at  a  much  higher 
rate  to  actual  settlers.  I  fear  it  may  be  more 
difficult  than  it  would  have  been  formerly  to 
reconcile  them  to  this  practice,  nevertheless 
the  attempt  must  be  made  ;  and  I  still  hope  it 
may  not  bo  impossible  to  convince  them  that 
the  Grown  receives  the  money  so  paid  for  land 
only  as  trustee  for  the  public,  and  that  it  is 
applied  for  their  benefit  as  forming  part  of  the 
community — that  the  price  obtained  for  land 
which  is  sold  to  settlers  affords  the  means  of 
constructing  roads  and  bridges,  of  building 
churches  and  schools,  and  of  introducing  on 
additional  European  population  ;  thus  really 
conducing  far  more  to  their  advantage  than  the 

Eoltrj'  supply  of  goods  which,  if  they  sold  the 
ind  for  themselves,  they  would  obtain  for  it." 
In  confirmation  of  all  which  from  Lord  Grey, 
who  really,  more  than  any  British  statesman, 
had  perhaps  mastered  the  whole  subject  of 
New  Zealand,  and  was  therefore  well  entitled 
to  be  cited  on  a  question  of  this  kind,  it  might 
be  allowed  to  him  to  quote  from  the  work  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  almost  as  great  an 
authority  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  as 
his  Lordship,  whilst  he  was,  of  course,  much 
better  known  in  the  colony — ho  (Mr.  Jollie) 
meant  the  "  Six  Colonies  of  New  Zealand,"  by 
Mr.  Fax.  He  would  take  only  one  passage, 
though  a  good  deal  more  might  be  found  to  the 
same  effect  in  this  and  other  writings  of  the 
honourable  member.    Mr.  Fox  said, — 

"  On  the  ground  of  exjiedincy  still  less  can  be 
said  in  support  of  the  Native  right.  Colonization 
being  once  permitted — and  it  cannot  be  pre- 
vented in  some  sort,  either  systematic  or  irre- 
gular— the  most  beneficial  thing  that  can  be 
done  for  the  Natives  is  to  promote  the  immigra- 
tion of  civilized  people  into  their  country.  The 
admission  of  their  absolute  right  to  the  land 
raises  innumerable  obstsMsles  to  beneficial  colo- 
nization. It  involves  the  colonizing  Government 
in  endless  disputes  with  land-sharks  about  lands 
ivliich  they  affect  to  have  purchased  from  the 
Ur.  JoUie 


Natives.  It  causes  a  body  of  wretehedipeea- 
lators  to  throng  to  the  colony  for  the'  exptot 
purpose  of  raising  and  establishing  snob  cUJms 
—men  who  have  neither  the  capital  not  the 
energy  to  use  an  acre  of  the  vast  districts  tbsf 
acquire,  but  who  hope  to  jnake  a  fortune  by  its 
re-sale  as  it  gains  value  by  the  exertions  rf 
others  and  the  increase  of  population.  It 
creates  in  the  breast  of  the  Natives  an  iiua. 
tiable  cupidity,  which  condemns  them  to  liit- 
less  inactivity  and  a  continuance  in  barbanos 
hAits  so  long  a^  they  have  an  acre  of  land  n- 
maining  by  which  they  hope  to  live  in  iojo- 
lence.  The  money  they  receive  for  it  dost 
them  no  good,  but  is  wasted,  or  at  least  spent, 
almost  as  soon  as  received,  and  often  ii 
ways  very  injurious  to  them.  But,  though,  as 
grounds  both  of  justice,  law,  and  expedienej, 
it  might,  at  the  oommencement  of  New  Zta- 
land  colonization,  have  been  desirable  to  nega- 
tive the  claim  put  forth  on  behalf  of  the  Nv 
tives,  it  is  now  too  late  to  think  of  it.  Thej 
have  been  taught  a  contrary  '  doctrine '  bymen 
of  sacred  character,  high  in  office :  and  thongb, 
I  believe,  without  such  teaching  they  mi^t 
have  been  easily  persuaded  to  surrender  th» 
waste  land  to  the  Crown,  yet  now  it  is  too  late. 
The  only  method  by  which  it  can  now  be  got 
possession  of  is  by  ^ndual  and  sometimes  verF 
tedious  negotiation  and  purohaac." 

And  yet,  even  that  poor  resource  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  right  of  pre-emption  over  Nttiie 
lands,  in  which  consisted  the  only  possible  pub- 
lic advantage  that  could  stUl  accne  from  & 
Treaty  of  Waitangi,  after  the  absurd  inteipt- 
tation  which  had  been  in  practice  imposed  npoa 
the  terms  of  that  Treaty,  was  now  to  be  gmt 
up  in  favour  of  a  theory  and  system  wbicb  con- 
ferred an  absolute  title  on  the  Native  cIud- 
ants,  and  actually  abrogated  the  exclusive  ligU 
of  the  Crown  to  purchase  from  them,  and  c<n- 
sequently  took  away  from  it,  practically  speaic- 
ing,  the  power  to  purchase  at  all  or  to  control 
and  regulate  the  colonization  of  the  ccnnbT— 
for  he  took  it  forgrantedthat,  if  direct  puiclMie 
were  allowed  from  the  Natives,  the  Cnm 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  be  the  purchasetof 
large  blocks  of  lands.  This  was  a  proceeding 
to  which  he,  for  one,  could  not  assent,  neithc 
in  point  of  principle  nor  yet  as  it  res])ec(ed  Ha 
interests  of  the  Natives  themselves.  TlxM 
interests,  he  thought,  must  sufier  matetiall; 
in  the  long  run  by  surrendering  to  them  an 
absolute  right  of  disposal  of  their  lands,  if  then 
were  any  truth  in  the  testimony  of  those  wi» 
might  be  considered  to  be  the  best  anthoiitiai 
on  such  a  subject.  As  the  New  Zealand  GoM- 
pony  remarked  in  thepetition  which  theypfs- 
sented  in  1845  to  the  House  of  Commons,  so  ba 
believed  now : — 

"  We  have  higher  obligations  to  the  nnoiii- 
lized  tribes  of  whose  territories  we  have  ae- 
quired  possession  than  any  founded  on  mere 
compact,  and  we  cannot  be  justified  by  any 
treaty  in  pursuing  a  policy  opp^ed  to  their  real 
interests.  It  is  especially  their  interrat  that 
the  Crown  should  administer  the  nnoccnpied 
lands  of  New  Zealand,  and  maintain  the  wiw 
law  which  prohibits  all  private  pnrdnses  d 
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lud  from  the  Native  tribes ;  it  is  their  interest 
that  they  should  be  rescued  from  the  machina- 
tions of  the  land-shark,  and  denied  the  means 
of  purchasing  their  own  destmotion ;  it  is  their 
interest,  too,  that  they  should  be  disabused  of 
fantastic  expectations  of  immediate  gain,  and 
Aecjced  in  attempts  at  extortion ;  that  their 
obedience  to  law  shonld  be  temperately  but 
fiimly  enforced,  and  that  they  should  be  kept 
oat  of  collision  with  that  more  oivilized  popu- 
lation on  whose  good-will  their  future  welfare 
most  depend." 

Another  objection  which  he  felt  to  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  related  to  the  time  when 
it  was  sought  to  introduce  so  serious  an  inno- 
vation on  the  established  policy  of  the  govern-' 
ment.  He  did  not  mean  so  much  the  period  of 
the  session,  to  which  he  had  already  alluded, 
and  which  was  no  doubt  too  late  for  the  proper 
discussion  of  so  important  a  measure.  What 
he  meant  was,  in  the  first  plaoe,  that  the  Bill 
was  altogether  mistimed — was,  in  fact,  not  au- 
tisorized  by  the  peurticular  condition  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony  at  the  present 
moment.  If  not  in  a  state  of  actual  war  with 
the  Natives,  we  occupied  towards  them,  or 
gieat  numbers  of  them,  and  they  towards  us, 
something  very  much  like  a  hostile  attitude. 
The  great  want  and  difficulty  experiepced  at 
present  in  relation  to  them  was  not  one  in  re- 
spect of  land  so  much  as  one  of  the  establish- 
ment of  law  and  authority  over  an  uncivilized 
people,  to  whom  conceaaions  hod  been  carried 
on  our  part  very  far  already,  and  who  would, 
he  apprehended,  be  inclined  to  look  upon  this 
Bill — in  itself  undoubtedly  the  last  and  greatest 
concession  of  all — as  being  dictated  by  fear  and 
the  divided  councils  which  fear  often  engen- 
dered. The  Maori  at  present  knew  that  practi- 
cally the  land  was  his;  and  it  was  notorious  that, 
geneially  speaking,  he  was  not  disposed  to  part 
with  it--fio  much  so  that  we  could  not  expect 
by  this  Bill  or  any  other  to  obtain  any  very 
great  immediate  results  in  the  way  of  acquiring 
territory.  But,  in  the  second  place,  he  thought 
the  measure  ill-timed  and  objectionable  in  point 
of  principle,  because,  only  the  other  day,  Dy  a 
series  of  resolations,  the  House  had  disclaimed 
on  the  part  of  the  country  all  direct  responsi- 
bility in  relation  to  Native  affairs.  The  House 
would  therefore,  by  sanctioning  this  Bill,  be 
stultifying  its  own  decision,  and  assuming  a 
responsibility  the  very  gravest  it  could  possibly 
Msome — a  responsibility  which,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  not  at  all  bound  to  aoeept,  and  which  it 
would,  he  believed,  hereafter  vainly  endeavour 
to  transfer  from  itself  to  His  Excellency  the 
Oovemor.  He  could  not  conceive  that  a 
measure  of  this  kind  could  be  brought  into 
ntensive  operation  without  creating  constant 
risks,  complications,'  and  difficulties  between 
the  Natives  themselves,  and  also  between  them 
and  the  Europeans.  Now,  what,  he  wished  to 
know,  were  the  available  means  on  the  part 
of  Oovenmient  of  meeting  those  risks  and 
meountering  those  most  formidable  difficul- 
ties. If  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  of 
the  26th  May  were  to  b«  accepted  as  meaiiing 
anything,  it  would  be  only  for  a  short  time 


that  they  could  rely  upon  the  assistance  of  the- 
British  Qovemment  or  the  presence  of  any 
considerable  body  of  British  troops.  Bemem- 
bering  the  terms  in  which  ILiord  Carnarvon 
had  expressed  the  views  of  the  British  Oovem- 
ment  in  his  celebrated  despatch  of  May,  1859, 
in  favour  of  retaining  tne  control  of  that 
Government  over  all  matters  of  Native  policy, 
especially  the  land  question,  and  comparing 
the  tdrms  of  that  despatch  with  those  of  the  , 
despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  of  May 
last,  in  which  .His  Grace  announced  to  the 
colony  that '  it  must  henceforward,  or  very 
shortly,  assume  an  entire  responsibility  on 
Native  affairs  as  on  others,  and  also  undertake 
the  internal  defence  of  the  colony,  he  must 
confess  he  felt  no  little  surprise  an,d  indignation ; 
for  there  appeared  to  him  in  that  announce- 
ment a  base  surrender  both  of  the  oherished- 
prinoiples  of  the  British  Government  and  of  the 
obligations  it  had  voluntarily  undertaken  on- 
behalf  of  the  Natives  as  the  guardian  of  their- 
intereats,  not  to  speak  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  affected  the  interests  of  the  British  settlers. 
But  the  fact  was  to  be  acknowledged  no  less 
than  to  be  deplored  that  this  despatch  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  entirely  altered  the- 
aspect  of  things,  and  imposed  upon  the  House 
the  necessity  of  very  seriously  considering  the 
question  of  responsibility  or  non-responsibility 
in  relation  to  the  administration  of  Native 
affairs.  Only  a  day  or  two  back  the  House  had^ 
deliberately  declined  to  accept  the  responsi- 
bility sought  to  be  thrust  upon  them ;  and  yet  it 
was  now  asked  to  implicate  itself  in  a  large- 
and  undefined  responsibility  upon  the  most^ 
dangerous  of  questions,  the  Native  land  ques- 
tion. True,  it  is  said  to  be  the  Governor's' 
Bill,  and  that  His  Excellency  undertook  the 
responsibility  of  it.  If  it  really  were  so,  he- 
might  perhaps  consent  to  waive  many  of  his 
objections  to  the  measure,  especially  if  it 
could  be  altered  so  as  to  enable  the  Govemor 
to  carry  out  its  provisions  discretionally,  by 
the  proclamation  of  districts,  &o.,  on  his  own 
responsibility  as  representative  of  the  Imperial- 
Government.  He  certainly  thought  it  was 
highly  necessary  to  give  Hia  Excellency  at  the 
present  conjuncture  the  utmost  assistance  and 
the  greatest  possible  powers  of  coping  with 
the  difficulties  of  the  country  in  relaUou  to 
Native  affairs  ;  he  would  willingly  even  concur, 
witli  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  Cit^ 
(Mr.  Stafford),  in  his  acting  as  Dictator,  if  it 
would  carry  the  colony  promptly  and  success- 
fully  through  its  present  trials.  He  was  dis- 
posed also  to  do  his  utmost  to  support  His 
Excellency's  present  Government  and  their- 
several  measures,  and  particularly  very  largely 
to  defer  to  the  judgment  and  experience  of  his 
honourable  friend  the  Native  Minister,  who  had) 
declared  this  measure  to  be  in  his  opinion' 
essential  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Natives  and 
to  the  peace  of  the  country.  Moreover,  he  was 
very  desirous,  as  a  southern  member,  not  im- 
necessarily  to  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the 
House  in  what,  after  all,  was  chiefly  a  northern 
question,  or  to  go  against  the  views  of  men  who< 
as  living  amongst  the  Natives  and  having  theis 
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-whole  fortunes  involved,  wete  neeestuily 
better  judges  than  otbers  of  what  was  best 
calculated  to  satisfy  them  and  secure  the 
peaceful  progress  of  the  colony.  On  these 
grounds  it  was  not  his  intention  to  divide 
the  House  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
BUI,  much  as  be  was  opposed  to  some  of  its 
provisions.  But  he  begged  to  warn  honourable 
gentlemen  of  the  North,  if  they  would  have 
this  measure,  that  they  must  take  also  the 
risks  and  liabilities  that  belonged  to  it ;  for,  on 
behalf  of  his  constituents  and,  he  believed  he 
might  add,  the  South  generally,  he  should  feel 
that  they  had  a  right  to  be  exonerated  from 
the  responsibility  that  would  attach  to  any 
vote  of  that  House  which  sanctioned  it,  and 
iims  introduced  another  element  of  discord, 
and  probably  a  fresh  cause  for  separation,  into 
the  relations  between  the  two  Islands. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  this  Bill  simply  pro- 
posed to  give  to  the  Natives  the  right  we 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 
Since  that  time  we  had  manag^  to  surround 
that  ownership  with  so  many  qualifications  that 
de  facto  vra  heul  deprived  them  of  any  interest 
in  those  lands.  This  question  lay  at  the  very 
root  of  the  diflerences  between  ourselves  and  the 
Natives  which  were  the  ourse  of  New  Zealand. 
The  honourable  member  who  preceded  him  had 
said  that  the  system  proposed  was  a  total  re- 
versal of  our  previous  policy.  Its  principle  was 
to  enable  the  Natives,  after  ascertaining  what 
were  their  lands,  to  deal  with  them  as  if  they 
belonged  to  them.  If,  then,  it  was  a  reversal 
of  our  previous  policy,  that  policy  must  have 
been  of  the  most  iniquitous  character.  Having 
formerly  been  an  agent  of  the  Government  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  he  became  re- 
solved to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  such 
transactions.  He  was  totally  dissatisfied  with 
the  course  which  the  Gk>vemment  had  taken, 
buying  the  Natives'  land  for  the  least  possible 
amount,  and  making  a  profit  out  of  it.  Ho 
had  himself  assisted  in  the  purchase  of  thirty 
million  acres  for  £7,000,  including  expenses, 
or  about  a  farthing  on  acre.  Hitherto  the 
negotiations  of  the  Oovenunent  for  the  Native 
lands  had  been  conducted  on  no  principle  at 
all,  by  persons  whose  only  qualification  in 
general  wths  a  knowledge  of  the  Native  lan- 
guage. Of  course  these  officers  had  no  interest 
W  making  purchases  complete  and  indefeasible, 
bat  they  felt  vitally  interested  in  making  pnr- 
ohases  as  soon  as  possible  and  for  as  little  as 
possible,  and  sendmg  up  reports  of  purchases 
said  to  be  made,  without  minding  a  little 
vagueness  of  botmdaries.  To  that  he  attri- 
buted all  the  difficulties  which  now  troubled 
us.  Any  measure  like  the  present,  therefore, 
was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  had  been 
said  that  some  local  interests  might  be  preju- 
diced. Land  Funds  run  short,  and  provincial 
chests  embarrassed.  What  were  such  interests 
to  us  ?  Our  duty  was  to  do  justice,  whatever  be- 
came of  the  provincial  chests ;  p  -d  he  totally 
refused  to  believe  that  the  opinion  uf  our  fellow- 
oolonists  out-of-doots  went  to  impair  t  lie  Natives' 
litle  to  their  land.  He  would  just  ns  soon  give 
to  the  Natives  the  valae  of  tin-t  land  m  to  the 
ttr.  JoUie 


FK>vinol»I  Oovenunent.  As  a  CrnnwiiMiftwr 
for  Extinguishment  of  Native  Title,  and  oaa 
who  had  probably  extinguished  more  than  ill 
the  other  Land  Purchase  CJommissionsia  pot 
together,  he  soon  perceived  it  was  a  very  dutf 
business,  which  he  never  would  have  anteted 
upon  had  he  known  its  nature  beforehand,  and 
one  which  had  been  at  the  bottom  of  all  aai 
unfriendly  relations  with  the  Natives.  We  had 
come  here  and  pauperized  the  Natives,  while 
telling  them  of  Uie  great  wealth  which  was  is 
their  possession,  but  which  we  had  prevented 
them  realizing.  Already  this  Bill  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Natives ;  they  saw  what  was  in 
store  for  them,  and  the  fact  of  its  hariag 
become  pnblic  made  it  impossible  to  recaU 
the  Bill.  The  thing  was  done,  the  words  o< 
truth  and  justice  had  gone  forth  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  they  would  not  give  up  their  ri^ti. 
Truth  had  unveiled  itself,  and  most  prevail 
If,  even,  the  Bill  should  not  now  be  passed,  do 
more  of  these  trickeries  with  the  Natives  would 
be  practicable.  He  would  have  the  House  beii 
that  distinctly  in  mind.  No  land  would  hstee- 
forth  be  acquired  except  upon  the  principles  of 
this  Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which  he  vooid 
have  great  satisfaction  in  supporting. 

Mr.  CABLETON  said  that  the  honouiabls 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  re- 
ferred to  him  as  having  long  supported  (he 
right  of  the  Natives  to  dispose  of  their  ova 
lands  to  the  best  advantage.  He  had  dons  so 
for  many  years  past  in  the  most  public  nuimeE 
open  to  him  ;  and  that  was  a  sufficient  reason 
why  he  should  refrain  from  giving  to  the  Honae 
a  recapitulation  of  arguments  which  he  bad 
aJready  made  familiar.  Still,  he  would  aik 
leave  to  toueh  upon  two  queeUons  which  bed 
been  that  day  raised  in  debate.  The  honour- 
able member  who  had  last  spoken  had  alluded 
to  the  balance  between  the  sum  received  iot 
land  by  the  Government  and  the  siuns  naid  b; 
them  to  the  Natives.  What  was  called  tii* 
balance  he  would  call  Government  brokerage— 
which  was  the  main  cause  of  our  difficnltiM 
with  the  Natives,  and  which,  it  was  notooeai, 
they  would  not  much  longer  submit  to.  B* 
was  quite  aware  of  the  reply  that  used  to  be 
made  to  this :  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  tb* 
old  Legislative  Council  he  had  heard  it  stated 
that  it  was  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
Natives  derived  no  benefit  from  this  profit, 
because  the  money  was  used  in  opening  up  tbt 
out-distriots  and  increasing  the  value  of  tbeit 
property.  The  simplest  answer  to  this  was  ts 
deny  the  fact ;  but,  at  all  events,  since  the  tins 
when  the  Land  Fund  was  handed  over  to  &e 
Provincial  Treasuries  there  was  not  the  shadow 
of  ground  for  such  an  argument.  The  lead 
Fund  was  now  merged  with  the  ordinaiy  reve- 
nue, and  spent,  for  the  most  port,  where  thai 
were  most  votes  to  -be  obtained.  The  honom- 
able  member  for  Timam  had  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  He  (Mr.  0«- 
leton)  knew  how  impatiently  that  saojeetirw 
listened  to  in  the  House,  emd  would  proBUM 
not  to  detain  the  House  upon,  it  for  more  tins 
a  few  minutes ;  bat  there  w^e  misimpnisiaai 
oonoeraing  the  cession  of  the  pca-emptave  n^ 
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b^theNativas  which  ifWM  naoessoiy  to  corraot. 
In  the  flist  place,  a  new  meaninghad  been  affixed 
to  the  tenn  which  the  Natives  were  not  made 
awate  of.    The  word  was  of  common  nse  in  the 
United  States,  hardly  known  in  England  ;  and 
it  was  according  to  ordinary  nse  that  it  mnst  be 
interpreted.    In  the  baclc-Conntry  of  the  States, 
if  a  eqoatter  chose  to  clear  and  fence  a  piece  of 
land  he  acquired  a  right  to  it — that  is,  when 
the  OoTeniment  sorreyors  woriced  up  to  him, 
and  the  land  was  thrown  into  the  market,  he 
had  a  pre-emptive  right  to  porchase  at  the 
npset  price — a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre. 
If  he  declined,  other  bidders  would  come  in. 
Now,  that  was  what  the  Natives  understood 
when  they  signed  the  Treaty,  and  that  was  what 
they  were  told.    They  never  supposed  the  Go- 
vernment might  hinder  them  from  disposing  of 
their  lands  at  all.    Of  course  an  agreement  to 
■ell  their  lands  only  to  the  Government  im- 
plied a  corresponding  agreement  on  the  other 
aide  to  buy.    But  what  took  place  ?    Governor 
Hofaeon  could  not  buy,  for  want  of  money ;  and 
the  Natives  then  said,  "  If  yon  cannot  buy, 
let  us  sell  our  lands  to  thdse  who  will."    The 
Native  Protector's  Office  was  filled  with  reolai- 
mations  from    Natives    insisting    upon   being 
allowed  to  sell ;  and  the  agitation  was  so  great 
that  Governor  ^itzroy  conceded  waiver  of  pre- 
emption, and  by  so  doing  partially  allayed  the 
discontent,  and  staved  oS  the  northern  war  for 
twelve  months.     Tme  it  was  that  Governor 
Fitzroy,  writing  hastily,  attributed  his  giving 
way  to  pressure  exercised  upon  him  by  the 
settlers,  and  Governor  Grey  afterwards  made 
the  most  of  that  expression ;  but  when  the 
matter  came   to  be    thoroughly  examined  it 
appeared  that  the  effective  pressure  came  from 
the  other  quarter.     [The  honourable  member 
here  referred  to  the  case  of  the  "  Queidan," 
which  appeared  to  be  the  foundation  of  the 
statement  that  pressure  was  exercised  by  Euro- 
peans.]    He  thought,  however,  that  he  could 
do  better  service  to  the  Bill  before  the  House 
by  bearing  testimony  to  the  strong  feeling  of 
us  oym  province  in  favour  of  it  than  by  argu- 
ing in  behalf  of  it.    He  would  let  the  Govern- 
ment conduct  the  argument  their  own  way; 
none  could  do  it  better :  ho  would  confine  him- 
self to  matter  of  fact.    He  would  answer  for 
the  desire  of  the  Auckland  settlers  that  some 
such  opening  should  be  allowed,  and  for  the 
necessity  to  the  province.    He  hoped  that  the 
words  he  used  would  be  made  known  there,  ancl 
that  he  might  be  tried  by  them.    The  case  of 
Auckland  was  very  different  from  that  of  the 
South.    In  the  North  they  had  been  cramped 
and  confined  for  want  of  land — ^there  was  no 
outlet  for  the  energy  of  the  settlers;  in  the 
South  that  difficulty  had  not  been  felt.     In 
the  North  the  Native  Lands  Purchase  Ordi- 
nance was  felt  to  be  a  reality— that  there  it 
would  be  enforced  ;  in  the  South  it  was  treated 
as  a  ntillity  with  perfect  impunity.    To  that 
day  he  ooold  not  make  up  his  mind  as  to 
'mat  the  great  prosperity  of  Auckland  was 
mainly  attributable  :  certainly  not  to  possession 
of  the  seat  of  Government ;  for  every  one  with  a 
smattering  of  reading  about  political  economy 


knew  that  the  throwing-in  of  a  little  gold  and 
silver  was  nothing  towards  the  advancement  of 
a  country.  The  wealth  of  a  country  was  the 
labour  of  its  people ;  and  this  labour  the  people 
had  not  been  allowed  the  opportunity  of  using 
to  the  best  advantage.  He  would  admit,  how- 
ever, that  the  name  of  "  seat  of  Government  " 
had  caused,  in  the  early  times,  the  influx  of 
many  valuable  settlers.  Its  prosperity  was 
partly  due  to  the  Maori  trade ;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  inclined  to  attribute  it  principally 
to  the  extreme  activity  of  her  citizens,  when 
he  reached  another  part  of  the  colony,  coming 
from  Auckland,  the  people  seemed  to  him  to  be 
asleep. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — Have  yon  seen  Otago  ? 
Mr.  GARLETON  said  he  was  aware  that 
since  the  discovery  of  the  goldfields  activity 
enough  prevailed  down  there ;  but  what  he 
desired  to  assert  was,  that  a  great  portion  of 
the  energy  of  the  Auckland  settlers  was  lost 
for  want  of  land  to  give  their  labour  to.  He 
hod  heard  much  in  that  House  about  consulting 
the  wishes  of  the  people :  if  public  meetings 
and  petitions  were  any  tost  of  feeling,  there 
had  been  abundance  in  Auckland.  He  was 
informed  that  the  feeling  in  Wellington  was 
strong  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  but  upon  that  he 
could  not  presume  to  express  an  opinion ;  but 
he  would  take  upon  himself  to  answer  for  the 
feeling  of  the  greater  number  in  Auckland,  and 
hoped  that  that  assertion  would  be  reported  to 
them. 

Mr.  EENALL  understood  why  some  honour- 
able members  supported  this  Bill,  remembering 
how  early  settlers  in  Auckland  had  purchased 
thousands  of  acres  for  a  tomahawk,  a  Jew's- 
harp,  or  a  blanket;  many  of  which  purchases, 
however,  Sir  George  Grey  had  repudiated,  and 
by  so  doing  had  made  many  personal  enemies. 
An^  the  argument  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantoll)  was,  that  the  Go- 
vernment took  the  land  of  the  Natives  and 
did  not  sufficiently  pay  for  it ;  but  the  ques- 
tion between  us  and  the  Natives  was  not  one  of 
money.  The  reserves  made  to  the  Natives  were 
of  far  greater  value  than  ever  their  land  would 
have  been  if  retained  in  their  own  hands.  If 
they  passed  this  measure  it  must  be  followed 
up  to  the  utmost,  and  a  land-tax  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  The  land  would  be- 
locked  up  in  the  hands  of  a  few  private  in- 
dividuals, and  money  for  the  purposes  of  coloni- 
zation would  then  have  to  be  obtained  by  a 
land-tax.  The  result  of  the  proposed  policy 
would  be  that,  instead  of  a  few  leading  mea 
amongst  the  Natives,  they  would  now  have  an 
immense  number  to  deal  with  for  lands,  which 
would  make  the  purchase  much  more  difficult. 
If  this  BUI  came  into  operation  the  land 
revenue  would  be  gone  at  once.  This  would 
entail  a  stoppage  of  immigration ;  and  the  re- 
sult, he  believed,  would  be  that  the  Natives 
would  have  to  sell  their  land  for  less  than  the 
Government  gave  them ;  and  if,  as  had  often 
happened,  after  the  land  was  bought  other 
claimants  should  take  possession  of  the  land, 
what  position  would  the  Government  be  in? 
Would  they  expel  the  new  claimants  by  force. 
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«i  buy  them  off?  Probably  the  latter;  and 
they  would  charge  it  against  the  revenue  of 
the  province.  Would  they  like  their  Customs 
revenue — for  the  laud  revenue  would  be  gone — 
to  be  applied  to  such  a  purpose  ?  He  saw  no 
hope  that  the  Bill  could  be  so  modified  in  Com- 
mittee as  to  be  acceptable.  He  knew  of  no 
means  of  meeting  the  annihilation  of  the  Land 
Fond  if  this  Bill  became  law.  He'  should 
.  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  replied  to  several  of  the 
remarks  of  the  previous  speaker.  He  denied 
that  any  of  the  settlers  purchased  Native  land 
for  mere  songs.  The  Land  Claims  Commis- 
sioners had  stated  that  in  nearly  every  case 
Maoris  had  acknowledged  the  sales  that  had 
been  effected ;  and  it  was  these  old  settlers  that 
had  civilized  the  Natives,  and,  assisted  by  the 
missionaries,  got  them  to  sign  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi.  If  that  Treaty  had  not  been  signed 
this  country  would  have  been  now  in  possession 
•of  the  French.  It  was  the  settlers  in  the  North, 
not  those  who  came  out  in  the  New  Zealand 
Company's  ships,  that  secured  New  Zealand  as 
-a  British  colony,  and  so  gained  the  friendship 
of  the  Natives  that  they  declared  our  Queen 
their  sovereign.  They  had  always  acted  fairly 
to  the  Natives,  and  had  never  to  this  day  lost 
the  friendship  of  any  of  them.  Not  one  Native 
would  have  signed  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  if 
they  had  not  understood  that,  if  the  Crown 
Troald  not  buy,  they  might  sell  to  others  that 
would ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  House  now  to 
legalize  tiiat  right,  which  fairly  belonged  to  the 
Natives.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt 
.(Mr.  Renall)  had  made  remarks  about  Native  re- 
serves :  he  (Mr.  Graham)  thought  that  the 
ITatives  were  well  able  to  care  for  themselves, 
«nd  would  take  care  to  keep  good  land,  more 
than  sufficient,  in  their  possession  for  their 
leqoirements.  He  would  I'emind  those  that 
had  lived  in  Wellington  since  the  year  1843 
that  the  first  time  William  King  disputed  with 
the  Government  it  was  about  reserves  made 
for  the  Natives  in  the  Wellington  Province,  and 
lie  would  defy  any  one  to  say  that  the  mis- 
sionaries or  old  settlers  ever  had  any  serious 
.disputes  with  the  Natives.  It  was  the  New 
Zealand  Company  that  commenced  the  first 
war.  He  would  not  remind  the  House  of  the 
cause  of  the  Wairau  massacre,  not  wishing  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  those  who  had  lost  friends ; 
but  he  would  tell  honourable  members  that 
while  war  was  raging  in  the  Hutt  the  settlers 
who  had  taken  runs  from  the  Maoris  on  the 
Wairarapa  were  safe — man,  woman,  and  child 
— aye,  and  even  the  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep 
were  left  unhurt.  The  same  with  all  those  in 
other  parts  of  the  province  that  did  not  take 
up  arms.  Would  the  colony  never  take  a 
lesson  from  this?  Was  any  injury  done  to 
the  settlers,  or  their  property,  who  lived  at 
Hokianga,  Mongonui,  and  other  settlements  in 
the  north,  when  war  was  going  on  at  Koro- 
rareka,  and  Heki  three  times  cut  down  the 
flagstaiS  and  destroyed  nearly  all  the  houses  in 
that  town  ?  He  appealed  to  every  old  settler 
And  resident  of  this  colony — and  to  those  pre- 
sent, of  whom  there  were  six  in  this  House  that 
Mr.  SenaU 


had  been  above  twenty-two  years  in  New  Zm- 
land — could  one  of  them  oontra^ct  this  (tat»- 
ment?  Was  there  man,  woman,  or  chili 
injured  that  had  niot  taken  np  arms  tgaisri 
the  Natives  ?  No ;  the  old  settlers  gave  friotd- 
ship  to  the  Natives  and  nothing  was  lost — they 
still  respected  and  loved  each  oUier.  Let  them 
look  at  Taianaki,  where  many  valuable  lina 
were  lost,  and  a  serious  loss  of  property,  eveiy 
good  house  and  farm  being  destroyed ;  while 
the  settlers  at  the  Waikato  and  Waipa,  and 
their  cattle  also,  were  left  in  safety.  The  Oo- 
vemment  and  New  Zealand  Company  had 
caused  all  the  wars,  and  those  setUera  aloos 
that  took  up  arms  had  suffered.  He  «m 
proud  to  acknowledge  many  of  the  kiag 
Natives  as  his  old  fnends;  he  trusted  thit 
he  never  should  lose  their  friendship.  Then 
was  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Natives— 
they  would  sell  their  land  to  private  pattia, 
but  not  to  Government.  In  the  AooUand  Pn- 
vince  we  had  a  population  of  thirty  thousand, 
and  about  the  same  number  of  cattle,  and  only 
about  fifty  thousand  sheep.  We  had  neaiiy 
twenty  million  abres  of  fine  land  lying  waste. 
He  had  lost  some  notes,  so  he  spoke  fnra 
memory ;  but  knew  that  he  was  correct  in  In 
statements.  He  challenged  the  Native  Miniitir 
to  say  that  any  claimant  had  any  dispate  vitb 
the  Natives.  Governor  Fitzroy  tried  the  scheme, 
and  it  was  a  great  success.  Land  was  wanted, 
and  could  be  got  in  the  Auckland  District  froo 
the  Natives.  He  believed  this  Bill  would  bos- 
fit  the  colonists,  pacify  the  Natives ;  and  be 
trusted  honourable  members  would  do  their 
duty,  pass  this  Bill,  and  by  doing  so  act  like 
honest  men. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOB  moved.  That  this  de- 
bate be  now  adjourned. 

The  House  divided. 


Atbs,  9. 

Brandon 

Fox 

Featherston 

Hoorhonse 

TeU€r.  • 

FitzGerald 

O'Rorke 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Fitzherbert 

Noes,  33. 

Bell 

ManteU 

Stafford 

Butlet 

Mason 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

CargUl 
Carleton 

Munro,  J. 

Ward 

Nixon 

Watt 

Colenso 

O'NeiU 

Weld 

Cookson 

Ormond 

Wells 

Curtis 

Renall 

Winiamiinn.Jii 

Domett 

Rhodes 

Wilscm 

Gillies  Richmond,  A.J.  Wood. 

Graham,  O.       Richmond,  J.C.         TelUr. 
Graham,  B.       Russell  Richardson. 

JoUie 

Majority  against,  24. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that,  after  the  resolution  lately  passed  by  tUs 
House,  that  the  initiation  emd  decision  <rf  Na- 
tive matters  where  Imperial  interests  wen 
concerned  should  be  left  to  His  Ezoelleney, 
this  Bill  ought  to  have  been  sent  down  in  a 
message  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor.  Dm 
honourable  member  who  bad  last  spoken  had 
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shown  them  what  was  the  inducement  to  snp. 
port  this  BUI — namely,  to  bay  large  qaantities 
■of  land  at  a  small  price.  This  Bill  would 
abolish  the  land  revenue,  and  a  land-tax  would 
be  the  inevitable  consequence.  Were  the  Qo- 
Temmont  prepared  to  enforce  such  a  tax  on  the 
liatives  when  they  had  the  full  ownership  of 
the  land  ?  The  Treaty  of  Waitangi  stipulated 
that  land  should  only  be  purchased  by  the 
Crown,  and  justice  only  required  that  that 
should  be  carried  out  in  its  integrity.  In  addi- 
tion to  destroying  the  land  revenue,  this  Bill 
would  prevent*  systematic  emigration.  He 
trusted,  if  the  Bill  were  passed,  some  provision 
■would  be  introduced  to  meet  these  two  objec- 
tions. He  should,  however,  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  most  objectionable  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  CABTEB  said  he  knew  of  no  more  im- 
jMrtant  subject  than  that  before  the  House. 
A  Bill  was  before  honourable  members  which 
was  likely  to  create  a  complete  revolution  in 
the  system  of  land-purchasing  from  the  Natives 
and  the  colonization  of  the  Northern  Island 
introduced,  too,  at  a  most  critical  period  of 
the  country's  history.  He  regarded  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  assist  Sir  George  Qrey 
by  passing  Bills  that  would  tend  to  the  pacifi- 
cation of  the  colony ;  but  it  could  not  be  con- 
cealed that  the  Bill  before  honourable  mem- 
bers was  a  very  difierent  one  from  that  proposed 
by  the  late  Ministry,  and  also  widely  different 
from  the  recommendations  of  Sir  Oeorge  Grey 
contained  in  papers  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House.  His  Excellency  the  present  Go- 
vernor knew  well  from  experience  the  baneful 
effects  of  allowing  the  lands  of  the  Natives  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  mere  speculators  in- 
stead of  the  industrious  settler,  and  accord- 
ingly his  plan  was  to  allow  Europeans  to 
acquire  land  for  farms  in  Native  districts 
■va  condition  of  occupancy,  on  terms  that 
would  secure  immediate  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior by  Englishmen.  Why  the  present  Minis- 
try had  departed  from  such  wise  and  beneficial 
Isolations  it  was  for  the  Native  Minister  to 
say.  What  was  to  be  gained  by  a  Native  Land 
Bill  J  What  ought  to  be  the  result  of  ^uoh  a  Bill 
but  that  it  should  be  the  means  of  inducing 
settlement  of  Europeans  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  Natives,  of  planting  British  subjects  in  the 
Teiy_  heart  of  the  Native  districts,  who  would 
coltiyate  and  improve  the  lands  they  might 
acqnire?  This  was  the  true  and  perhaps  the 
only  way  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  Native 
lace  and  settle  the  Native  question. 

Hon.  MzMBSBs. — Hear,  hear. 

Ur.  CABTER  said,  from  the  "  Hear,  hears  " 
he  heard  from  all  sides  of  the  House  he  was 
ponvinced  that  was  the  real  object  of  a  majority 
in  the  House,  and  that  he  had  on  this  point 
the  feeling  of  the  House  with  him ;  but,  if  such 
ware  the  case,  what  was  the  use  of  the  Bill 
fcefote  them?  for  if  it  wer*  passed  in  its  pre- 
sent form  it  would  attract  a  host  o  l«md- 
jobbezs  and  speculators  from  Sydney,  Mel- 
bourne, and  all  parts  of  New  Zealand.  Honour- 
able members  might  say  "  Hear,  hear,"  particu- 
larly the  majority  of  Auckland  members,  if 


they  wanted  land-jobbing,  and  lands  uncul- 
tivated for  years,  instead  of  immediate  oc- 
cupation of  the  land  by  enterprising  settlers. 
Perhaps  some  of  them  did  want  land- 
sharking,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  dormant 
capiteil  of  the  Bulk  of  New  Zealand  might  be 
used  for  that  purpose.  It  was  all  very  well  to 
talk  about  the  advantages  of  capital — that  wag 
a  truism  no  one  could  deny,  that  capital  was 
thq  soul  of  business,  the  life  of  enterprise :  but 
it  was  equally  true  that  capital  was  one  thing 
and  labour  another ;  and  without  the  two  went 
hand  in-  hand  the  benefit  derived  was  partial 
and  one-sided.  No  one  would  deny  but  that 
there  were  two  classes  of  capitalists  concerned 
in  this  question-.-the  one  who  simply  bought 
land  to  sell  again,  or  to  hold  it  for  yeturs  in  an 
unproductive  state;  the  other  who  purchased 
a  freehold  for  immediate  occupation  and  im- 
provement: and  he  (Mr.  Carter)  maintained 
that  in  a  new  colony  it  was.  the  duty  of  the 
Ijegislature  to  foster  the  latter  ai^d  discourage 
the  former.  The  Northern  Island  required 
capitalists  who  would  bring  into  cultivation 
its  waste  lands,  and  not  a  class  of  capitalists 
who  from  their  avaricious  natures  were  termed 
land-sharks,  who,  as  the  Bill  now  stood,  could 
buy  the  land  up  wholesale,  and  immigrants 
arriving  in  the  colony  must  either  go  away  in 
disgust  or  buy  land  of  speculators,  and  thus 
sink  a  large  portion  of  their  capital  for  the 
benefit  of  land-jobbers,  instead  of  its  being 
devoted  to  bringing  their  farms  into  cultivation, 
and  therefore  adding  to  their  own  and  the 
colony's  wealth.  The  progress  of  the  northern 
end  of  the  Island  was  retarded  for  years  by  the 
Fitzroy  Proclamation,  and  equally  so  by  the 
thousands  of  acres  lying  between  Auckland  and 
the  north  bank  of  the  Waikato,.  bought  by 
speculators  at  about  lOs.  per  acre,  and  which 
now  lay  waste,  because,  as  he  was  informed  in 
Auckltmd,  the  land-jobber  wanted  from  £4  to  £6 
pet  acre  for  inferior  land.  If  the  Bill  before 
the  House  were  to  pass  without  great  modifictb- 
tion  it  would  be  the  author  of  the  most  gigan- 
tio  system  of  land-jobbing  which  New  Zea- 
land, with  all  its  experience  on  this  head,  had 
ever  yet  seen.  The  Bill  of  the  late  Ministry 
was  preferable  to  the  one  before  the  House,  for 
it  proposed  to  introduce  the  system  gradually 
and  in  a  quiet  manner  by  way  of  experiment ; 
but  the  present  Bill  was  a  most  sweeping  mea- 
sure, smd  would,  if  carried  in  its  present  form, 
inflict  serious  injury  on  the  Province  of  Wel- 
lington, where  Native  lands  could  be  acquired 
under  the  present  system,  where  negotiations 
were  pending,  and  where,  in  the  Manawata 
District,  a  block  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
acres  had  actually  been  surveyed  ready  for  sale. 
The  present  Bill  would  also  inflict  great  injury 
on  the  Province  of  Auckland;  but,  as  about 
twelve  of  the  fifteen  Auckland  members  were 
in  favour  of  it,  they  would  be  responsible  for 
that.  The  Bill  would  arrest  the  progress  of 
settlement  in  the  Wellington  Province  for  two 
or  three  years,  if  not  altogether ;  for  it  would 
almost  destroy  its  means  of  road-making — the 
land  revenue — and  throw  its  choicest  lands 
into  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  speculators. 
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He  hoped  the  Mmistry  would  weigh  these  mat- 
ters over,  and  see  the  necessity  of  imposing  a 
tax  on  the  land  vhioh  might  be  bought  from 
the  Natives  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  and  also  exempt  certain  por- 
tions of  the  Province  of  Wellington  fit  for  colo- 
nisation purposes  from  the  operation  of  the 
Bill ;  otherwise  irreparable  injnrr  and  flnanoial 
embarrassment,  if  not  ruin,  would  be  the  lot  of 
the  province  for  which  he  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  O'NEIIiL  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  re- 
ferring to  the  monopolizing  land  system  m  ope- 
ration in  the  Province  of  Wellington.  He 
believed  this  was  the  only  teal  way  of  solving 
the  Native  difficulty.  He  denied  that  the  land 
would  be  all  purchased  by  speculators;  but, 
even  if  so,  he  would  rather  see  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  white  men  than  of  the  Natives,  as 
rotbds  might,  at  all  events,  then  be  made  through 
it.  He  most  cordially  supported  the  Bill,  be- 
lieving that  without  it  Sir  George  Orey's  policy 
would  be  useless;  and  regretted  that  three 
members  for  the  Province  of  Auckland  should 
stand  out  bow  against  the  wish  of  the  whole 
constituency  of  that  province. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  said  he  considered  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House  a  verj;  superior 
measure  to  the  Bill  of  the  late  Ministry ;  but 
the  Bottthem  representatives  had  to  consider 
how  their  constituencies  were  affected  by  a 
measure  like  this.  In  considering  this  measure 
he  had  no  sympathy  either  for  Auckland  or 
Wellington.  They  should  simply  consider,  was 
legislation  on  this  subject  necessary,  and,  if  it 
were  necessary,  did  this  Bill  meet  the  case  7 
He  did  not  thmk  this  the  proper  time  to  intro- 
duce this  Bill,  and  doubted  whether  it  would  be 
wise  to  pass  the  Bill  at  this  time,  as  it  would 
have  to  wait  an  enactment  of  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment. As  soon  as  it  was  jMissed  they  would 
have  an  unauthorised  survey  of  the  Native 
lands  commenced  by  persons  intending  to  take 
tip  a  "  slice."  Did  the  Government  think  it 
right  thus  to  raise  the  hopes  of  the  people  by 
such  a  measure,  when  they  were  uncertain 
whether  it  would  ever  become  law  7  Before  the 
question  was  decided,  however,  he  wanted  to 
know  what  the  Southern  Island  would  have  to 
pay.  The  people  of  the  Southern  Island  were 
willing  to  pay  their  share,  but  wanted  to  have 
the  liability'  fixed  beforehand.  His  advice  to 
the  southern  members  would  be,  not  to  go  away 
until  it  was  fixed.  He  would  support  the  aoea- 
ture.  He  would  leave  himself  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry,  and  vote  for  this  Bill, 
trusting  that  they  had  fully  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  probable  decrease  of  the  land 
revenue  of  the  Northern  Island,  and  other 
responsibilities  which  would  be  involved  by 
passing  the  Bill.  He  would  not  attempt  to 
weaken  their  measures  relative  to  Native 
affairs ;  but  felt  very  great  pleasure  in  seeing 
Buoh  a  measure  emanating  from  the  Ministry. 
The  House  might  pass  it,  and  be  assured  that 
His  Excellency  would  not  proclaim  it  until  it 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  WELD  believed  the  Bill  to  bo  a  measure 
Mr.  Carter 


of  right  and  jnstice.  He  would  feel  i 
that  we  should  talk  of  giving  equal  rights  to  ths 
Natives,  and  not  carry  the  minciple  oat  irhm 
it  touched  our  fXMskets.  There  were  sevenl 
points,  however,  which  he  would  like  to  sm 
altered  in  Committee.  He  believed  that  it  wonU 
be  a  wise  thing  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted 
making  occupation  of  land  poiehased  tlsot 
necessary  condition.  A  small  fine  should  tiia 
be  imposed  on  the  issue  of  Crown  grants,  lai 
he  thought  they  should  not  be  issued  indisoiim- 
nately.  Those  matters,  however,  cooid  be  de- 
cided in  Committoe.  The  time  was  come  wken 
the  Native  title  should  be  on  a  footing  tfanoit 
the  same  as  our  own.  Any  loss  of  Land  Fond 
caused  by  the  Government  giving  up  land-jol). 
bing,  the  immigration  asd  the  money  tint 
woijdd  pour  into  the  colony  would  be  qmu 
sufficient  to  balance, 

Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  That  the  debUsli* 
now  adjourned. 

Mr.  RENALL  seconded  the  motion. 

Major  RICHARDSON   oRjosed   it,  tewsl 
members  being  about  to  leave  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  objected  to  the  adjooo- 
ment. 

Mr.  FOX  supported  the  adjournment. 

The  House  £vided. 

Asss,  16. 


CargUl 
Carter 

Fox 

Moorhonsa 
Munro,  J. 
O'Borke 
BenaU 
Taylor,  W.  W 

Koss,  24. 
Nixon 
O'Neill 
Ormond 
Bhodes 
Richardson 

Thomson 
Wells 

Wi11i<^'n«n«^'U^ 

Featherston 

FitzGerald 

Fitsherbert 

Butler 

Carleton 

Oolenso 

Curtis 

Domett 

TsBir. 
Brandon. 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

Watt 

Weld 

WiHi*niiwi,it» 

Wilsim 

Graham,  G.       Richmond, A.  J.Wood. 
Graham,  R.       Richmond,  J.O.         TeXttr. 
Jollie  Russell  BelL 

Mason 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  understood  tint 
some  honourable  member  was  about  to  move  ix 
a  division .  He  trusted  that  no  honourable  m«- 
ber  would  attempt  to  stop  an  important  dsiak 
like  this  by  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  BRANDON  considered  this  Bill  •» 
illegal,  and  a  false  position  was  taken  br  tilt 
introduction  of  it.  It  «hould  have  come  ao»ii 
in  a  message,  in  order  that  the  House  miglit 
not  be  made  responsible  for  the  oonseqnencw. 
It  had  been  said  that  they  should  not  ooniida 
the  particular  interest  of  any  province ;  bnt  tlwy 
should,  at  all  events,  oonsider  the  inteiastt  e( 
the  Europeans  as  well  as  the  Maoris.  Ths 
House  was  about  to  subvert  the  principle whiM 
had  been  carried  out  with  all  savage  '^^'^^ 
none  of  which  had  the  full  ownership  of  tte 
land  been  conceded.  He  urged  upon  tM 
House  to  consider  the  consequences  of  *^^^^ 
the  present  system  in  the  Province  ofjWsl- 
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lington.  'He  should  vote  against  the  BUI ;  bat 
trusted  that,  if  it  was  carried,  modifications 
Konld  be  made  in  Ck>mmittee,  as  the  Native 
Minister  had  said  the  Govemment  would 
admit. 

Mr.  COLENSO  moved,  That  the  House  do 
BOW  proceed  to  a  division.' 

The  motion  not  being  seconded, 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate,  making  some  remaurks  on  the 
attempt  to  stop  the  debate.  He  had  promised 
to  vote  for  the  Bill  ;,bnt  if  this  course  were  pur- 
sued he  would  (>ppose  it  through  every  sta^e. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  Government  had  no 
wish  at  all  to  force  the  debate  to  a  close. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  seconded  the 
motion  for  adjournment. 

Major  RICHARDSON  thanked  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  for  preventing  a  blot 
upon  the  honoiir  of  this  House. 

Mr.  OILLIES  thought  the  remarks  of  the 
hoDcorable  member  for  Ellesmere  were  such  as 
should  not  be  tolerated  in  this  House.  He 
thought  the  Government  were  right  in  wishing 
to  settle  this  matter  before  there  was  a  com- 
plete disruption  of  the  House.  He  did  not  say 
the  debate  should  now  close,  but  that  they 
should  sit  till  they  had  finished  it.  Every  mem- 
bet  had  made  up  bis  mind  on  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  the  debate  should  not  be  fiuther 
adjooraed.  • 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  informing  the  House 
that,  the  Government  would  no  longer  oppose 
the  desire  for  adjournment,  would  taJce  the  op- 
portunity to  vindicate  the  Government  from  the' 
unfair  and  undeserved  charge  made  by  the 
honouraUe  member  for  Ellesmere.  The  Bill 
had  been  brought  down  a  fortnight  ago,  and  at 
length  agreed  to  be  considered  last  Friday.  By 
the  desire  of  certain  members  it  was  postponed 
till  Monday,  and  again  till  Monday  evening. 
He  denied  that  any  honourable  member  who 
had  not  spoken  yet  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking.  The  Government  proposed  now  to 
go  on  with  the  debate  to-morrow ;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  honourable  members  for  Wellington 
who  had  not  spoken  Would  then  commence  the 
debate.  He  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
be  relieved  from  the  charge  mado  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  in  terms  which  it 
bad  not  often  been  his  fortune  to  hear  in  this 
House.  The  Government  had  simply  acted  as 
thev  were  bound  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wiues  of  the  majority  of  the  House ;  but,  if 
the  House  now  wished  for  )vn  adjournment, 
the  Government  were  now  willing  to  yield. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  and  Mr.  CARLETON 
having  addressed  the  House,  the  debate  was 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutM 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  Z6th  August,  16611. 


I«ave  of  Absenoe  — Debtors  and    Creditors  BUI— 
OrowoOrantsBKl  (No.  l)— Birds  Protection  BUI. 
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In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  the  SPEiJCXB,  the 
Hon.  Major  Kiohmons  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbassbs. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSjENOE.     * 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Hon. 
Oaptain  Baillie  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS  BILL. 
The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill  was  recom- 
mitted, further  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  Coofioil  with  amendments. 

CROWN  GRANTS  BILL  (No.  1). 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  for 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Crown  Grant* 
BiU  (No.  1). 

Progress  reported,  and  leave    given  to  sit 


BIRDS  PROTECTION  BILL. 
The  Birds  Proteotion  BiU  was  read  a  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
to  the  Council  without  ekmenduieiit. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tutsday,  g6th  August,  1863. 


BMerved  Bills— Vote  of  Thanks— Next  Session  of 
the  Oeaeral  Assembly— First  Bsadings— Native 
XandB  Bill— Land  Rekistry  Amendment  Bill — 
Bnpreme  Conrt  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2)— Native 
Beserves  Amradment  Bill— Second  Beading. 


Mr.  Spbakxb  took  the  eluur  at  twelve  o'dook. 
Pratbbs. 

RESERVED  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  House  that  the 
following  Bills,  passed  in  the  Inst  session  of  the 
Assembly.'and  reserved  by  Hiv  Excellency  for 
the  signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure 
thereon,  had  been  assented  to  :  "  Intestate 
Natives  Succession  Act,  1861,"  "  Nelson  Waste 
Lands  Act,  1861,"  "  Auckland  Inunigration 
Certificate  Act,  1861,"  ."Naval  and  Military 
Settlers  (Marlborough)  Act,  1861." 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 
Mr.  THOMSON  moved,  and  it  was  agreed. 
That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  his 
Honour  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington,  and 
the  Government  of  that  province,  for  the  liberal 
and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have 
provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY.     * 

Mr.  THOMSON— in  moving.  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  the  next  session  of  the 
Assembly  ought  to  be  held  in  Wellington — said 
the  division  the  other  evening  was  sufficient  to 
convince  him  that  the  opinion  of  the  House 
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Vas  in  favour  of  this  motion,  and  he  was  sure 
the  couiit^ry  generally  was.  As  a  matter  of 
conrcuicnco  to  honourable  members,  if  on  no 
other  ground,  it  should  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WUjSON  was  opposed  to  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  Governor  and  Government,  at 
Jeast  for  twelve  mouths,  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  So  long  as  he  retained  his  seat  he 
would  do  his  duty  without  considering  what 
personal  inconveiiience  he  wonldhave  to  suffer. 
He  was  prepare<l  to  .undergo  the  personal  in- 
convenience and  pecuniary  loss  which  might 
be  the  result  of  meeting  fit  Aucklsmd,  when 
they  were  told  tlmt  the  removal  of  the  Parlia- 
ment to  WelliDgtou  would  be  inconvenient  to 
the  proper  carrying-ont  of  the  fiovemor's  plan  of 
JIative  government.  It  could  not  for  very  much 
longer  remain  at  Auclcland.  But  the  present 
•xras  not  the  time  for  making  any  change.  In 
1866  a  resolution  was  passed  that  the  session 
should  be  held  alternately  at  Auckland  and  at 
Wellington.  Difficulties  sunsing  ^ith  the  Na- 
tives prevented  that  resolution  from  being 
«arrieainto  effect ;  but  perhaps  the  plan  might 
now  be  adhered  to.  He  proposed,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  word  "  Wellington"  be  omitted, 
and  the  word  "  Christchuroh"  t>e  inserted ;  and 
he  would  call  upon  some  honourable  member 
for  that  province  to  second  that  amendment. 
.Perhaps  th«  honourable  member  for  Heathcote 
would  do  it. 

Mr.  OABLETON  wished  to  move  another 
amendment.  He  moved,  That,  instead  of  the 
word  "  Wellington,"  the  following  words  should 
bo  iuserted :  "  in  conformity  with  the  Gover- 
nor's  Message  No.  36,  transmitted  in  the  first 
session  of  the  second  Parliament." 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  the  only  atRument 
■brought  forward  was  the  convenience  of  mem- 
bers. The  honourable  member  could  not  have 
been  a  passenger  by  the  "  White  Swan."  He 
thought  the  question  of  moving  the  seat  of 
Government  would  not  again  be  brought  for- 
ward when  they  recollected  what  had  occurred. 
The  total  loss  to  the  colony  tluough  this 
perambulation  would  not  be  less  than  £5,000, 
and  even  then  they  would  have  lost  many 
valuable  documents  which  could  not  he  re- 
placed. He  would  prefer  going  to  Otago  at 
once,  and  having  the  session  held  there  per-, 
manently,  than  see  It  shifted  from  place  to 
place.    He  would  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  was  desirous  of  seeing 
the  seat  of  Government  fixed  in  a  central 
position.  He  was  certain  that  this  time  they 
would  carry  the  motion,  as  two  honourable 
ji)embcrs  who  hod  voted  against  it  the  other 
«venini;  had  gone  home. 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  have  paired  off. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE.— Then  they  had  paired 
off  on.  the  same  side.  He  protested,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  against  pairing  under  such 
circumstances.  Notwithstanding  what  hod 
iallen  from  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church,  he  was  unchanged  in  his  opinion  that 
Wellington  waa  the  moat  fitting  place  for  the 
.seat  of  Government.  They  found  Wellington 
provided  with  every  convenience.  He  was 
much  better  satisfied  with  the  Assembly  meet- 
Mr,  Thomson 


ing  at  Wellington  than  at  Auckland.  He 
thought  the  constituency  of  the  honoorsUs 
meniber  for  Christchurcb  would  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  its  meeting  here.  He  beajd  it 
was  intended  to  fight  this  motion  by  amend- 
ments ;  it  was  to  be  moved  to  Otago,  Caatei- 
bury,  Nelson,  Waitohi,  or,  in  fact,  aayitheta 
but  to  Wellington.  He  could  not  understand 
what  we):e  the  objections  to  its  meeting  at  Wel- 
lington. Canterbury  and  Ota^o  would  be  s> 
much  nearer  to  the  General  Assembly  ^  held 
here,  and  Nelson  would  be  much  nearer  than 
if  held  at  Auckland.  Hsiving  zfeference  to  the 
convenience  of  honourable  members,  he  would 
support  the  motion,  and  he  did  so  with  tlie 
very  satisfactory  cohscionsness  that  his  htaoui- 
able  friend  the  member  for  Christchurcb  would 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  felt  deep  reprt 
that  the  time  of  the  House  should  be  occupied 
by  the  discussion  of  these  paltry  provisail 
questions.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
leave  to  the  Governor  and  his  l^Iinisters  the  de- 
cision of  the  place  of  meeting.  At  Otago  my 
great  changes  were  taking  place  by  tlie  greK 
inflow  of  population,  and  by  its  continu&nea  it 
was  not  improbable  that  the. Assembly  wtmld 
yet  have  to  meet  there.  However,  he  thought 
it  only  right  that  they  should  leave  the  Govern- 
ment untrammelled  ip  the  matter. 
.  Mr.  DOMETT  agreed  vrith  the  argumenti  o! 
the  honourable  member,  but  he  should  pat  tk 
question  on  another  ground.  He  thought  the 
calling  of  the  Assembly  was  an  ezecatife  act, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  place  of  meetiit 
should  lie  with  the  Executive. 
'  Mr.  STAFFORD  was  glad  to  hear  the  te- 
marks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West.  He  felt  inclined  to  move  "  the  pnmmi 
question,"  as  a  ease  had  not  been  made  oat  lot 
this  motion.  With  regard  to  the  oonveoieiiu 
of  members,  the  number  of  both  Houses  wi 
seventy-eight,  of  whom  thirty-three  belongedto 
Auckland,  Taranaki,  and  Hawke's  Bay.  Hi 
agreed  with  the  ColoniaL  Secretary  that,  if  tk 
Assembly  was  not  to  be  fixed  at  the  seit  ef 
Government,  it  might  go  to  any  other  put  of 
thecolony  as  well  as  to  Wellington. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  believed  it  would  be 
found  impossible  for  any  length  of  time  to  luU 
the  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly  apait 
from  the  seat  of  Government.'  Where  it<t) 
most  convenient  for  the  General  Assembly  It 
meet  there  the  General  Government  most  tab 
up  its  abode.  A  calculation  had  been  made  If 
a  friend  of  his  which  showed  that  Hie  yasi 
number  of  miles  travelled  to  get  to  Ancklaiid 
was  15,800 ;  to  Wellington,  10,800.— (No,  no.) 
— He  helieved  the  Auckland  memben  mn 
damaging  their  own  causa  in  opposing  tb 
motion. 

Mr.  O'RORKE  said  the  inconvcnienM  of 
holding  the  Assembly  away  from  thp  seat  of 
Government  was  very  great.  He  considered  it 
very  little  matter  what  distance  they  had  to  go 
when  they  left  their  homes. 

Mr.  WELLS  expressed  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose that  the  next  session  be  held  at  Nelson- 
Mr.  CARQILL  said  some  affirmation  on  this 
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r'  it  was  necessazy  to  put  a  stop  to  t)iat  ciy 
separation  which  was  springing  np  in  the 
Sonth.  ' 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Wellington  members  felt 
that  any  argument  from  them  would  not  have 
any  effect  in  the  decision  of  this  question, 
therefore  they  had  abstained  from  speaJdng  on 
it.  He  believed,  however,  that  nothing  could 
possibly  prevent  Wellington  from  being  the 
seat  of  Qovemment  if  the  Middle  Island  con- 
tinued to  progress  as  it  had  done. 

Mr.  CURTIS  said  they  had  a  house  in  Nelson 
mach  more  fitted  for  the  holding  of  the  As- 
sembly than  the  one  they  were  now  sitting  in, 
and  tiiey  also  had  every  other  convenience 
neceasary,  which  Wellington  did  not  possess. 
However,  he  would  vote  against  the  motion. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
-of  the  question." 

Ayks,  19. 
Atkinson  Fox  Richardson 

Brandon  Harrison  Richnrond,J.  C. 

Cargill  Mantell  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Carter  Moorhouse         Ward. 

Faathe'nton       Ormond 
FitzQerald         Renall  Teller. 

Fitzherbert        Rhodes  Thomson. 

Noes,  22. 
Bell  Graham,  B, 

Batler  Mason 

Carleton  Monro,  J. 

Colenso  Nixon 

Cookson  O'Borks 

Curtis  Richmond,  A.  J. 

Domett  Russell  TelUr. 

.  Orabam,  G.       Stafford  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  3. 

The  word  "  Wellington  "  omitted. 

On  the  question  being  proposed.  That  the 
word  "  Chnstchurch  "  be  inserted, 

Hr.  WBLLS  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  word  "  Nelson  "  be  inserted  in  lieu  there- 
-of. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *'  That 
the  word  to  be  inserted  be  ■  Chnstchoroh.' " 


Taylor,  C.  J. 

Wells 

Williamson,^AS. 

William8on,Jno 

Wood. 


Atis,  15. 

Brandon 

Fox 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Carter 

Harrison 

Thomson 

Cookson 

Mantell 

Ward. 

Featherston 

Moorhouse 

TeUer. 

FitzGerald 

Rhodes 

Wilson. 

Fitzherbert 

•  Nobs,  25. 

Atkinson 

Graham,  R. 

Stafford    ' 

BeU 

Mason 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

Butler 

Munro,  J. 

Wells 

Cargill 

Nixon 

Williamsonjas. 

Carleton 

O'Rorke 

Williamson,  Jno 

Colenso 

Renall 

Wood. 

Curtis 

Richmond,  A.J 

, 

Domett 

Richmond,  J.C 

Teller.     , 

-Graham,  G. 

Basse)  I 

Richardson. 

Majority  against,  10. 
Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  Wells's  amendment  was  then  negatived. 


Major  RICHARDSON  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  words  to  be  inserted  be  the 
following :  "  at  such  place  as  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  may  decide." 

Mr.' STAFFORD  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment. That  the  question  be  amended  by  the 
addition  of  the  foUowing  words  thereto :  "  not 
being  any  place  negatived  by  the  House  this 
day." 

Mr.  Stafford's  amendment  negatived. 

Major  Richardson's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Original  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINQS. 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill 
(No.  1),  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Ui!l. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

AMOUBNSD  DEBATE. 

On  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Native  Lands  Bill  being  resumed, 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  he  was  not  in  the 
least  aware  last  night,  when  he  opposed  the 
pressing  on  of  this  debate  with  what  seemed 
unreasonable  haste,  that  any  honourable  mem- 
bers were  about  to  return  to  Auckland  this 
morning,  or  even  that  there  was  any  oppor- 
tunity for  them  to  go,  or  hs  might  have  taken 
a  different  course ;  but  he  was  sorry  that  the 
Government,  who  did  know  that,  should  have 
given  way  to  the  postponement  of  the  measure 
to  the  very  lost  night — making  it,  in  fact,  im- 
possible to  finish  the  debate  within  the  required 
time.  He  approved  of  the  general  principle  of 
this  Bill,  and  of  its  principal  objects ;  but,  after 
the  resolution  which  the  House  came  to  a  few 
nights  ago  as  to  the  right  or  propriety  of  this 
House  interfering  in  any  way  with  legislation 
on  Native  subjects,  great  doubts  had  arisen  in 
his  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  House 
taking  this  course.  He  did  not  think,  however, 
that,  after  the  views  he  had  expressed  the 
other  night  on  introducing  bis  Native  policy 
resolution*,  and  at  other  times,  he  could 
justify  to  the  House  or  to  the  public  giving  a 
vote  against  this  Bill  or  declining  to  vote  for 
its  second  reading.  He  did,  however,  dis-  . 
like  this  Bill,  but  for  quite  different  reasons 
from  thoBft  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Timoru  had  given.  That  honourable  mem- 
ber had  brought  before  the  House  previous 
legislation  tind  great  authority,  but  hod 
failed  to  draw  the  obvious  great  conclusion. 
All  these  great  authorities  had  recommended  a 
certain  course  to  be  pursued  which  hod  been  a 
miserable  failure,  and  it  was  a  strange  piece 
of  logic  to  argue  that  that  course  should  be 
pursued  further.  But  let  them  set  aside  all 
such  arguments  as  of  no  importance  whatever. 
It  was  quite  true  that  they  were  now  propos- 
ing to  violate  the  policy  which  had  hitherto 
existed  in  New  Zealand ;  but  they  did  it  with 
their  eyes  open,  and  for  the  very  reason  that 
tiiat  policy  was  admitted  by  its  authors  to 
have  been  a  miserable  failure.  As  to  the  prin- 
ciple proposed  to  be  established,  he  believed 
there  was  now  no  doubt  or  question;  but  he 
most  express  his  surprise  and  dissatisfaction 
that  the   Government    should   have  brought 
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down  a  Bill  ol  this  important  chaiaoter,  pro- 
mising to  do  certain  things,  holding  oat 
promises  to  the  colonists  and  .the  Natives, 
when  at  the  time  it  was  drafted  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  realized  the  fact  not  only  that 
this  House  had  no  power  to  make  such  a  law 
without  sending  it  Home  for  consideration, 
but  that  this  House  had  no  power  to  pass  such 
a  Bill  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  He 
believed,  however,  that  a  BjU  to  accomplish  the 
objects  proposed  might  have  been  drawn  so 
that  a  reference  Home .  would  not  have  been 
necessary ;  but  he  regretted  that  it  should 
have  been  drawn  in  such  a  form  as  to  necessi- 
tate reference,  as  the  absence  of  a  reserving 
clause  showed  that  at  the  time  the  Govern- 
ment were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
reference  would  be  necessary.  The  Natives 
were  anxiously  looking  to  the  solution  of  the 
question,  and  the  Europeans  were  looking  to  it 
as  an  investment  for  their  surplus  capital. 
Could  there,  then,  be  anything  more  dangsrous 
than  to  pass  a  measure  of  Uiis  kind,  holding 
out  such  hopes,  involving  the  initiation  of 
numerous  transactions  and  perhaps  of  numerous 
difficulties,  when  they  were  not  able  to  give  on 
absolute  guarantee  that  the  Home  Government 
would  pass  the  measure  at  all  ?  He  believed 
this  to  be  a  real  danger,  and  hoped  the  Bill 
might  have  been  thrown  into  a  f<Hrm  so  as  not 
to  have  impinged  upon  such  a  dangerous  con- 
tingency. The  73rd  clause  of  the  Constitution 
.Act  simply  said  that  the  Crown  should  be  the 
only  person  who  could  receive  the  legal  ex- 
'tinguishment  of  Native  title,  a  power  which, 
by  delegation,  could  be  given  to  the  Governor 
or  to  the  Superintendent  of  a  province,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  clause  had  not  so  much 
reference  to  a  policy  as  to  the  legal  status  of 
the  law  of  property  in  this  colony — a  simple 
oorrying-out  of  the  view  that  the  inhabitants 
could  acquire  no  property  from  savage  tribes 
except  through  the  Crown.  Now,  words  might 
r<>a(lily  be  introduced  into  the  Bill  by  which 
that  78rd  clause  should  be  fully  satisfied.  If 
the  Crown  could  commission  Mr.  Mantel!  ot 
Mr.  McLean  to  extinguish  Native  title  in  its 
name,  why  not  any  one  else  ?  If  he  went  to  a 
Native  and  purchased  a  piece  of  land,  it  was  a 
mere  matter  of  lorA  how  it  was  done.  There 
were  other  parts  of  the  Bill  which  he  did  not 
quite  like,  the  3rd  clause,  for  instance,  which 
provided  an  unnecessaiy  and  roundabout  pro- 
cess to  arrive  at  a  simple  result-creating  an 
enormous  mass  of  business  which  no  machinery 
they  could  provide  would  ever  be  able  to  dis- 
pose of.  He^  had  always  thought  that  t^ere 
was  nothing  t^  be  gained  by  this  ascertaiimient 
of  Native  title.  The  moment  for  commencing 
'  that  was  the.moment  when  the  Native  wanted 
to  sell,  thus  creating  no  more  work  than  was 
absolutely  wanted  to  be  done.  They  should 
never  inquire  into  the  Native  title  except  by 
the  wish  of  the  Native  himself  when  he  wanted 
to  dispose  of  his  land.  A  Court  should  be 
established  into  which  Europeans  could  come 
to  show  their  title,  and  wouM  be  more  useful 
than  the  Courts  proposed  in  this  Bill.  When 
a  man  purchased  land  from  the  Natives,  then 
llr.  FitaOerald 


make  kim  oMne  briore  the  .Court  and  {tore  In- 
title.  What  they  wanted  was  to  cbtoge  tlis 
Native  holding  to  English  holding,  and  im  UiU 
purpose  they  ought  to  have  an  Eiiglish  Casit, 
which  should  be,  in  fact,  his  honomableftioid'i 
Land  Claims  Court.  The  Natives  would  dm 
be  made  accustomed  'to  Kn^jlish  law,  and,  to 
give  them  more  confidence  m  such  a  Camt, 
every  case  should  be  tried  by  a  Native  jot; ; 
thus  teaching  them  to  work  the  jury  sjEten, 
one  of  the  greatest  works  to  be  done  in  Nstin 
government.  Another  clause,  relating  to  cat- 
ting'timber,  fencing,  Ac,  comnutted  &•  gntt 
error  of  mixing  up  judicial  and  l^jiiUin 
functions — the  great  fault  of  the  ransngss.  Hi 
trusted  bis  honourable  friend  would  not  it- 
tempt  to  press  that  clause  through  Commit- 
tee, the  greater  part  of  the  land  being  luld 
under  communal  right ;  he  had  hoped  tint 
the  Government  would  have  extended  that 
runanga  system  and  made  it  a  proTisdil 
system.  The  Native  lands  might  then  beit 
the  same  relation  to  tiie  mnangas'  m  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown'  did  to  tb«  Pit- 
vinoial  Government — that  was,  if  they  wsattdto 
sell  or  lease  the  land  it  would  beforthenmuii 
of  the  district  to  make  regulations  for  it  n» 
district  runanga  had  been  told  thatitdunli 
have  the  disposal  of  its  lands ;  what,  then,  wu 
the  use  of  bringing  down  a  Bill  saying  that  this 
Court  should  have  the  power  ?  It  vrsB  mxt 
desirable  that  the  people  who  made  thesg  ln> 
in  the  district  runanga  should  not  be  the  psnts 
to  carry  them  out.  The  next  clause  «w  a 
inconsistency.  Every  Court  was  to  he  oa»- 
posed  partially  or  wholly  of  Natives  ;  it  mto 
be  under  the  presidency  of  a  European  Higil- 
trate.  Now,  if  the  Court  were  wholly  coo- 
posed  of  Natives,  he  did  not  see  how  it  og«H 
be  under  the  presidency  of  a  European,  li 
their  legislation  for  the  Maoris  there  had  tees 
no  error  so  great  as  this — that  it  might  sH  k 
translated,  "  the  Governor  of  the  colony  stolid 
as  he  likes."  Their  laws  had  been  sachUat 
they  might  as  well  have  left  the  whole  poli^ 
to  the  individual  will  of  the  Governor,  llai 
was  no  law  that  had  given  greater  iisaiHii' 
tion  to  the  European  population  than  tint 
which  provided  that  no  transaction  bx  In' 
should  occur  between  the  Natives  snd  tto 
Europeans,  and  which  prohibited  the  to 
being  carried  into  force  except  by  proncstiB 
instituted  by  the  Qovemor,  a  law  whiehU 
operated  by  allowing  large  illegal  dealings  vitii 
the  Natives  in  some  provinces,  while  ill  tno&S 
province  a  most  unjust  dis'tinction  had  hea 
made  because  it  was  thought  not  safe  that  tffik 
transactions  should  be  permitted  there.  TU 
Bill  was  proposed  to  be  left  to  the  Qovtxaai> 
bring  into  operation  or  not  in  different  districU. 
He  heard  that  with  regret  and  the  giesteft 
apprehension.  It  would  reduce  us  to  the  ao» 
condition  as  that  which  it  was  the  porpoee  if 
the  Act  to  escape  from,  and  he  hoped  tli* 
members  for  Auckland  would  require  a  mon 
satisfactory  explanation  of  this  grave  anJ 
broad  departure  from  the  principles  of  MiniJ- 
terial  advice  which  he  understood  the  Home 
assented  to>    There  appeared  to  be  a  loit  of 
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ttaolc  M  the  leeognition  of  the  great  principle  | 
of  this  measure.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
gire  it  absolutely  and  freely,  and  they  would, 
{■obably  through  muoh  daoiger  and  diffionlty, 
achieve  a  great  result.  He  expressed  his  regret, 
iMwerar,  that  this  should  have  been  the  only 
measuxe  that  appeared  irom  the  Gk>Temment 
on  tti«  subject  of  Native  policy.  This  Bill  had 
been  argued  as  if  it  were  a  great  boon  to  the 
Mattre  race.  Let  there  be  no  cant  about  this 
— it  was  intended  as  a  boon  fac  our  own 
pockets.  There  was  nothing  disgraceful  about 
that,  and  we  came  here  for  that  purpose ;  but 
let  US  clearly  recognize  that  this  Bill  was  to  be 
aeooxoe-of  enormous  wealth  to  New  Zealand, 
and  eapeoiaU;jr  to  the  Northern  part  of  it.  In 
his  opinion  it  did  not  contain  all  that  was 
neeessary  for  the  restoration  and  elevation  of 
the  Maori  people.  Measures  were  necessary 
which  would  mvolve  not  an  acquisition  of 
wealth  but  great  material  sacrifices;  and  in 
giving  this  boon  to  the  people  the  Government 
ought  to  have  made  it  the  price  of  obtaining 
those  other  concessions  which  they  must 
extort  from  the  Europeans  before  they  could 
euciy  their  policy  into  effect.  The  honourable 
member  for'  Heathcote  had  said  that,  rather 
Chaa  be  driven  to  separation,  be  would  sifb- 
mit  to  pay  a  full  and  fair  share  of  the  necessary 
ezpfflisa.  But  it  was  not  a  money  question 
<»iy;  the  English  must  submit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Native  Courts  of  law.  The  dis- 
triet  mnangas  were  given  large  capacity  of 
malring  Uiws,  and  tboss  laws  must  be  held  to 
Und  all  of  the  Eurox>ean  race  residing  within 
the  district.  He  regretted  that  the  Ministry, 
haTing  this  enormous  engine  in  their  hands,  did 
not  bring  down  a  Native  poMcy  as  a  whole  and 
nsa  thia  as  a  price,  an  engine  by  which  to 
extort  that  assent,  which  he  could  not  some- 
times help  fearing — ^he  hoped  he  might  be  inis- 
taken — ^would  never  be  given  when  once  this 
policy,  which  Ministers  looked  to  as  the  sole 
end  «ad  object  of  Maori  policy,  had  been  put 
in  operation.  The  difficulties  under  which 
they  were  supposed  to  labour,  and  which  were' 
exaggerated  by  their  own  fears,  might  be 
entirely  met  by  putting 'this  Bill  into  opera- 
tion. 

Mr.  HABBISON.— As  I  had  the  disadvan- 
tage to  be  absent  during  the  early  part  of  this 
d&kte,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  if  I  should  briefly  refer  to  features  in 
this  Bill  which  jnaiv  have  been  more  happily 
•dyerted  to  by  others  preceding  me.  The 
measore  sought  to  be  established  by  this  Bill 
* — ^namely,  the  giving  to  the  Natives  the  con- 
tBid  over  their  own  land,  is  no  new  idea.  It 
baa  been  long  bnd  favourably  entertained,  and 
most  Q>eedily  come  into  operation.  With 
nfuBQce  to  the  Bill  before  us,  it  appears  to 
me  to  have  been  framed  with  less  oonsidera- 
tioa  than  so  important  a  subject  demanded. 
It*  aathors  seem  to  have  been  actuated  by  the 
deaie  of  moving  in  the  popular  direction  of 
'davisisg  A»nething  acoeptable  to.  tiie  Natives ; 
henoe  a  law  to  let  them  sell  their  patrimony 
and  spend  the  money  without  securing 
«afficient  xeaecves  for  many  contingenoies,  or 


funds  tbr  their  many  requixemente  and  soetal 
raogress.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  clause  in  the  Bill  affecting  those 
persons  who  may  have  entered  into  engage- 
ments with  the  Natives  for  the  leasing  of  theiz. 
lands  previously  to  the  passing  of  this  BUI.  I 
have  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
probably  there  are  none  here  who  hold  leases 
under  Native  tenure ;  but  I  am  aware  of  this 
fact,  that  there  are  many  valuable  and  upright 
members  of  the  community  whom  the  force  of 
oiroumstances  has  recently  obliged  to  enter 
into  such  arrangements ;  and  the  portion  of 
the  Bill  bearing  on  the  subject  not  having  a 
retrospective  action,  offers  a  covert  induce- 
ment to  the  Native  landlord  to  break  faith 
with  his  European  tenant,  and  greatly  to  dis- 
turb the  confidence  and  harmony  which  cer- 
tainly prevails  with  regard  to  their  relations  in 
my  ustrict.  I  cannot  consider  the  operation 
of  this  Bill,  so  far  as  the  Province  of  Welling- 
ton is  concerned,  bat  with  gloomy  anticipa- 
tions ;  for,  while  the  Native  lands  will  prove  a 
tempting  bait  to  the  adventurous  speculatoi; 
without  conferring  permanent  benefit  either  on 
Native  or  provincial  interests,  the  Bill  sweeps 
away  our  territorial  revenue,  on  the  strength 
of  which  revenue,  to  a  certain  extent,  many 
loans  have  been  negotiated,  out  of  which  loans 
much  expenditure  has  been  yearly  devoted  to 
the  facihties  of  access  and  other  land  improve- 
ments in  various  ways,  in  which  improvements 
and  additional  value  these  Native  lands  must 
have  necessarily  participated.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  some  provision  will  be  inserted  to 
meet  the  exceptional  case  of  this  provinbe, 
otherwise  I  fear  that  its  operation,  so  far  as 
this  province  is  concerned,  will  be  alike  detri- 
mental to  the  Native  and  European  interests. 

Major  BICHABDSON  said  he  wished  ha 
could  give  his  full  assent  to  this  Bill.  He  con- 
sidered, however,  that  they  had  not  the  slightest 
right  to  legislate  in  referehce  to  this  subject, 
more  particularly  as  they  bad  passed  resolu- 
tions deoliuring  their  non-responsibility  in  Na- 
tive affairs ;  and  he  would  content  hiiaself  by 
simply  abstaining  from  voting  on  this  occasion. 
The  vote  given  to  the  .European  Magistrate  in 
the  7th  clause  was  in  contravention  of  the  2nd 
clause.  The  section  empowering  the  Govemoc 
to  make  reserves  was  a  gross  injustice  an^ 
illegal.  The  17th  clause  was  injudicidus  and 
unreasonable,  for  the  land  itself  should  pay  the 
survey  and  other  expenses  attached  to  its  change 
of  evmership.  The  eftect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to 
scatter  the  population,  whilst  he  understood  it 
was  intended  at  the  some  time  to  raise  a 
million  loan  to  locate  immigrants  in  bodies. 
He  did  not  see  well  how  that  scheme  was  to  be 
carried  out  under  this  Act,  the  two  systems 
being  inconsistent.  He  believed  the  House 
was  taking  a  false  and  fatal  step,  and  protested 
against  its  interference  in  matters  with  which 
it  had  no  concern. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BIOHMOND,  in  saying  that  he 
should  give  full  support  to  the  general  idea  of 
the  BUI,  felt  bound  to  state  his  entire  dissent 
from  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  advo- 
cated by  several  honourable  gentlemen..  Even 
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liis  honourable  friend  the  Kative  Uinister  had 
seemed,  by  one  word  that  fell  from  him,  to  pat 
it  on  false  groimd.  He  had  appealed  to  the 
consciences  of  honootable  members,  as  though 
it  was.  a  question  cf  moral  right  and  wrong. 
This  view  had  been  taken  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellestnere,  and  emphasized  by  lihe 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell). 
Against  the  fanciful,  the  wild,  he  might  say  the 
fuiatical  view  of  that  honourable  gentleman 
he  rMr.  Richmond)  must  raise  his  voice.  He 
could  not  admit  that  any  sin  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  Government  of  the  colony  in  respect  of 
their  land-dealings  with  the  Natives.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  opinions  of  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  the  action  of  the  colony  in  past  years,  was 
not  to  be  held  to  bind  us  in  altered  ciroum- 
stanoes.'  But  the  reasons  for  those  views  re- 
mained, and  were  as  good  as  ever.  It  was  not 
to  any  law  of  nature,  any  inherent  right,  that 
we  wore  to  appeal  in  favour  of  the  Native 
claims.  He  ^Mr.  Richmond)  adhered  to  the 
old  view  on  this.  He  would  read  to  the  House 
«  passage  from  a  book  he  held  in  his  hand— it 
was  a  well-known  book,  by  Mr.  Fox :  he  (Mr. 
Richmond)  felt  sure  the  vrriter  still  adhered 
to  the  sensible  views  there  expressed.  He 
was  not,  however,  going  to  read  Mr.  Pox's 
views,  but  merely  to  quote  a  passage  from 
Tattel,  there  quoted.  The  passage  itself  stated 
a  theory  of  other  persons ;  but  in  another  place, 
he  (Mr.  Richmond)  believed,  though  he  had 
not  Vattel's  book  to  refer  to,  that  the  author 
adopted  the  view  as  his  own : — 

fit  is  contended  that,  in  an  unreclaimed 
coimtry,  in  which  there  are  none  but  erratic 
natives,  incapable  of  occupying  the  whole,  they 
cannot  be  allowed  exclusively  to  appropriate 
to  themselves  more  land  than  they  have 
occasion  for,  or  more  than  they  are  able  to 
settle  and  cultivate.  It  is  urged  that  their  un- 
settled habitation  .in  those  immense  regions 
cannot  be  accounted  a  true  and  legal  posses- 
sion; and  that  the  people  of  Europe,  too 
closely  pent  up  at  Home,  are  lawfully  entitled 
to  take  possession  of  the  waste,  and  settle  it 
with  colonies." 

Vattel,  as  honourable  gentlemen  were  many 
of  them  aware,  was  not  a  mere  collector  of  dry 
precedents,  but  a  wdter  of  broad,  generous 
sentiments,  who  attempted  to  draw  his  prin- 
ciples from  the  highest  part  of  human  nature  ; 
but,  if  honourable  gentlemen  thought  that,  as  a 
foreigner,  they  might  be  less  in  sympathy  with 
him,  they  might  take,  from  the  already-quoted 
despatch  of  Earl  Grey,  an  (pinion  of  the  great 
Christian  politician  of  his  day — the  late  Dr. 
Arnold,  of  Rugby,  emphatically  an  English- 
man.   He  Vfrote, — 

"  Men  were  to  subdue  the  earth — ^that  is,  to 

make  it  by  their  labour  what  it  would  not  have 

been  by  itself;  and  with  the  labour  so  bestowed. 

npon  it  came  the  right  of  property  in  it.    Thus 

evet>  land  which  is  inhabited  at  all  belongs  to 

somebody  ;  that  is,  there  is  either  some  one 

person,  or  family,  or  tribe,  or  nation  who  have 

•  n  greater  right  to  it  than  any  one  else  has ;  it 

'does  not  and  cannot  belong  to  everybody.    But 

-80  m«ioh  does  the  right  of  property  go  along 

Mr.  J,  C.  Biehinumd 


with  labour  that  civilized  nations  rami  bin 
scrupled  to  take  possession  of  conntiiea  in- 
habited only  by  tribes  of  savages— coimtner 
which  have  been  hunted  over,  bat  nercr  lab- 
dned  or  cultivated.  It  is  true  they  have  often 
gone  much  farther  and  settled  themaelvst  in 
countries  that  were  cultivated,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  robbery.  But  when  our  hthos 
went  to  America  and  took  possession  (^  At 
mere  himting-grounds  of  the  Indians— of  lands 
on  which  man  had  hitherto  bestowed  no  labour 
— they  only  exercised  a  right  which  Ood  hw 
inseparably  united  with  labour  and  kaot- 
ledge." 

To  these  views  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  adhcnd; 
he  deprecated  the  habit  of  reviling  or  csitini 
reflections  on  men  and  policies  as  inuncaal 
when  we  found  altered  circumstances  obliged o 
to  change.  The  British  Government  and  tk» 
colony  had  admitted  the  property  of  the  Nl- 
tives  in  their  land,  not  as  a  natural  riglit,  kt 
because  they  claimed  it ;  and  as  a  Ghmtiui 
people  we  were  unwilling  to  enter  on  a  blood; 
struggle  for  the  possession.  And  now,  u  t 
matter  of  policy,  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  should 
support  the  proposal  to  surrender  as  a  gift  tiit 
la^nt  interests  of  the  colony  in  tbe'onalienMed 
lands.  He  had  seen  for  some 'years  pa^  ud 
men  of  the  most  conservative  minds  in  tbe 
colony  had  seen,  that  legislation  like  thtBtU 
before  the  House  was  fast  becoming  inevitable; 
not  as  a  right,  not,  as  one  honourable  gen^ 
man  had,  put  it,  to  give  the  Natives  an  eqmlitj 
with  us,  to  which  they  had  a  jost  cUnD,ltt 
in  order  to  enable  the  colony  to'gaoo;ii 
order  to  dispel  the  distrust  which  had  srijai,- 
he  would  not  say  lately,  for  his  memoi;  Krved 
him  to  say  that  the  jealotisy  of  the  growth  of 
the  colony  and  of  the  European  getting  tloel- 
hold  on  the  land  was  lively  twelve  yesis  igh 
when  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  was  in  the  Waitato,B 
that  even  a  missionary,  after  having  afewioei 
allotted,  was  forbidden  to  fence  them  is.  B> 
would  not  say  the  distrust  had  arisen,  but  hil 
almost  from  the  first  existed  in  the  Nttiv 
mind,  and  had  lately  reached  a  climax;  (id it 
was  to  get  rid  of  this  that  he  (Mr.  Richnoid 
supported  the  Bill.  Ihe  gronnds  on  which  tk 
Bill  was  supported  were  not  unimportant, «» 
mere  matter  of  sentiment.  The  view  the  Hoase 
took  would  aSect  its  practical  course.  If  te 
(Mr.  Richmond)  could  follow  the  honoanife 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell)  and  lo(d:« 
the  purchases  at  a  low  price  which  that  gotie- 
man  had  efieoted  as  a  fraud  on  the  Nitiw, 
he  (Mr.  Richmond)  must  go  a  great  deil 
farther;  he  could  not  have  the  face  tostsad<* 
that  floor  and  ask  compensation  for  the  wna^ 
of  his  constituents  at  TatanaJd,' without  iiiatl 
also  for  the  full  recognition  of  tiie  much  gnst* 
wrong  that  had  been  committed  against  Aa« 
seventy  Natives  from  whom  the  thirty  milliai 
acres  in  the  South  had  been  bought  on  such 
terms.  He  would  be  obliged  to  claim  for  theo 
the  whole  of  that  vast  land  revsnae  novuii- 
ing  in  Otago  and  Canterbury.  And  this  view 
afiected  the  clauses  ^  the  Bill.  He  s(ieed 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Dtrnadm 
(Major  Riohardson)  that,  on  this  view,  the  see- 
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tion  empowering  the  Oovemor  to  make  reserves 
was  &  gross  injusuce:  it  was  an  act  which 
oonld  sot  fairly  be  done  except  by  special  Act 
as  the  cases  might  arise.  Nor,  if  it  accepted 
tiie  2nd  section  as  acknowledging  an  existing 
right,  not  as  conferring  a  new  one,  could  the 
Hoase  make  any  special  provision  for  the 
chums  of  Wellington.  To  that  he  (Mr.  Kioh- 
mond)  was  anxious  that  every  consideration 
sboold  be  given.  The  truth  was.  that  the 
colony  was  at  bay ;  it  was  reduced  to  abandon 
preconceptions,  and  to  take  any  means  that 
ofiued  for  escaping  from  its  difficulties.  That 
was  the  ground  on  which  he  accepted  the  Bill. 
He  thought  that  the  case  had  been  made  out 
on  the  best  evidence,  that  such  a  policy  as  was 
here  proposed  involved  no  danger  of  collision 
between  the  purchasers  and  the  Native  settlers. 
The  testimony  of  the  Land  Claims  Commis- 
sioner (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  was  irrefragable  and 
definite,  and  was  cortoborated  by  the  amusing 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Newton. 
Though  that  honourable  gentleman  had  avowed 
(hat  his  figures  were  deficient,  from  his  speaking 
after  dinner,  yet  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  felt  sure 
that  Philip  sober  would  corroborate  the  evidence 

of  Philip he  would  not  say  how.    It  was 

teasonable  to  fezpeot  that  business  considera- 
tions would  insure  proper  care  in  these  transac- 
tions, and  he  had  little  fear  that  trouble  would 
atise  on  this  side.  But  when  he  'looked  at  the 
question  from  the  Native  side  a  grave  considera- 
tion offered  itself.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it  must 
have  occurred  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  at 
.the  ISIinisterial  table,  and  to  many  .others  in 
the  House ;  but  it  must  not  be  left  unspoken. 
The  complete  title  to  the  unalienated  lands 
had  been  often  claimed  as  a  benefit,  and  lately 
described  in  the  House  as  a  boon,  to  the 
Natives.  It  might  well  be  doubted  whether 
it  would  not  prove  a  Pandora's  box.  Was  there 
any  greater  trial  than  great  and«udden  wealth  7 
He  had  looked  into  a  memorandum  by  Mr.' 
Heaphy,  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1861,  and  found 
that,  of  29,600,000  acres  in  the  North  Island, 
22,600,000  remained  imalienated.  Now,  he 
did  not  know  what  price  the  honoozable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell)  put  on 
this  land.  He  should  like  to  hear  from 
that  honourable  gentleman  some  calculation 
of  what,  in  the  nature  of  things,  was  the  fair 
mce  for  unused,  unpeopled  land.  He  (Mr. 
Bichmond)  would  make  a  perfectly  random 
guess  at  the  average  price  this  land  might 
fetch.  He  would  put  it  down  at  2s.  6d.  per 
acre,  and  this  would  give  a  sum  of  £2,825,000 
to  befiaid  over  to  the  Natives,  and  that  not  in 
a  long  time,  but  very  quickly.  The  country 
was  full  of  capital,  and,  once  set  this  great 
solvent  to  work,  it  would  penetrate  every  cranny 
of  the' Native  territory.  The  Bill  would  bo  the 
letting  loose  of  a  flood ;  it  would  act  like  a 
rent  in  a  dam.  In  a  few  years  the  transaction 
would  be  complete.  After  all  that  had  been, 
said  about  the  nigh  qualities  of  the  Natives,  did 
honourable  gentlemen  think  the  race  would  be 
able  to  support  this  trial  ?  Honourable  gentle- 
men in  that  House  might  not  all  of  them  bear 
the  burden  of  sudden,,  wealth ;  certainly  many 


of  their  own  countrymen  would  succumb ;  aiid  ib 
would  be  too  much  to  hope  better  of  the  i)Oor 
Natives.  The  Bill  was  a  perfect  revolution 
among  them ;  it  would  tell  more  in  a  year  than. 
all  the  foolscap  with  the  Queen's  arms  on  it, 
all  the  proclamations  of  Native  districts,  of 
district  and  village  runangas,  or  all  the  Native 
provinces  of  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere.  The  whole  race  would  he  sifted  ;  they 
would  be  purged  with  fire.  Doubtless  a  remnant 
would  emerge  of  men  fit  for  any  position  in  the 
colony.  There  were  such  among  the  race ; 
but  as  to  the  body  of  the  Maori  people  he  (Mr. 
Bichmond)  could  not  but  utter  his  gravo  doubts 
as  to  the  result  on  them.-  Then  in  another 
way  the  policy  would  put  a  severe  trial  on 
them.  The  House  was  proposing  in  the  Bill  a 
mode  of  ascertaining  Native  title.  Weuld  not 
the  Natives,  when  they  found  themselves  in 
possession  of  an  estatf  dazzling  in  value  even 
to  European  eyes,  would  they  not  adopt  a 
simple  mode  of  their  own  for  ascertaining 
Native  title  ?  What  were  the  feuds  atHavrke's 
Bay,  at  Taranaki,  at  Kaipara  but  the  process 
of  ascertaining  Native  title  ?  and,  with  the  in* 
creased  value  of  the  property,  the  process  would 
be  likely  to  be  more  employed.  Yet  with  his  eyes 
open  to  these  great  dangers,  he  (Mr.  Bichmond) 
should  vote  for  the  Bill.  It  was  the  one  chance 
for  the  colony  and. for  the'  Natives.  There 
was  no  possibility  of  retracing  the  steps 
already  taken.  From  the  moment  the  2nd 
section  of  the  Bill  Was  printed  the  conclusion 
was  inevitable.  The  colony  must  take  such 
steps  as  it  could  for  meeting  the  dangers, 
but  it  could  not  go  back.  And  with  respect  to 
the  results  on  the  Natives  there  was  this  to  be 
said :  the  Natives  -were  now  adm  itted  to  be  men. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  smiled, 
but  he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  would  remind  him  thai 
orators  for  some  ye^s  past  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  representing  them  as  superhuman. 
They  were,  however,  now  admitted  to  bejuen; 
and  we  have  agreed  that  they  are  not  to  be 
treated  as  children.  We  must  let  them,  then, 
take  the  risks,  the  trials,  and  the  discipline  by 
which  the  characters  of  men  among  our  own 
race  were  formed.  There  was  no  retreat  open  ta 
us.  He  would  now  refer  to  the  effects  of  the 
measure  on  colonization.  It  was  evident  to 
him  that  systematic  colonization  was  at  an 
end  ;  he  said  it  with  great  regret,  for  the  idea 
of  it  was  one  to  which  he  had  long  clung ;  and 
he  had  surrendered  it  with  great  regret.  But 
here  he  must  address  himself  to  the  honourable 
members  for  Wellington.  The  three  leading 
speakers  for  Wellington  had  not  yet  addressed 
the  House ;  but  he  must  say  the  four  or  five 
gentlemen  from  that  province  who  hod  spoken 
had  failed  to  show  that  the  Bill  brought  the  evil 
feared  on  their  province.  They  hsLd  raised  a 
gedoral  cry  of  alarm  for  their  province,  and 
they  hod  stated  in  a  vague  manner  that  their 
Land  Fund,  which  now  yielded  them  £30,000 
per  annum;  available  for  roads  and  immigra- 
tion, would  be  destroyed ;  but  they  had  not 
shown  the  House  that  that  fund  was  not  already 
in  a  process  of  natural  decay.  It  was  so  in  other 
provmces — in  Nelson,  for  instance,  owing  tf> 
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the  spotting  asd  sale  of  the  nms.    Was  not 
this  prooeBs  going  on  in  Wellington?    Those 
honourable  gentlemen  had  refeired  to  blocks 
of  land  that  they  hoped  to  poiohasa  from  the 
Katives;   vrhat    were   the   grounds    of   those 
hopes  V    One  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  Waitotara  Block,  but  that  honourable  mem- 
ber well  knew  that  that  purchase  had  been 
begun  five  years  back  an4  hung  fire  ever  since. 
Hor  were  the  events  that  had  happened  since 
in  its  favour.      He  (Mr.  Richmond)  asked  for 
information  from  those  honourable  members 
from  Wellington  who  had  yet  to  address  the 
House ;  he  was  most  anxious  the  case  of  that 
province  should  be'  considered.     But  he  con- 
ceived that  systematic  colonization  was  at  an 
end  already.    Thenceforward  this  North  Island 
would  bo  peopled  as  it  pleased  God ;   and  he 
believed   that    there   would   be   found    ways 
abundantly  now  this  old  plan  would  be  shut 
np.    There  was,  to  begin  with,  the  vast  attrac- 
tion of  which  we  heard  reports  from  North  and 
South.    If  men  came  out  to  Coromandel  and 
Otago  they  would  many  of  them  stay.     After 
fkll  proper  deductions  from  exaggerated  pictures 
that  had  been  drawn  of  this  country,  it  was 
teally  a  very  pleasant  land  to  live  in.    And  a 
very  large  part  of  those  who  landed  here  would 
settle  and  spread  themselves  over  the  country, 
in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the  South,  if  this  Bill 
passed.  '  He  would  not  pretend  to  anticipate 
the  ways,  in  detail,  by  which  Providence  would 
populate  this  country ;    but  he  felt  absolute 
confidence  in  the  general  proposition  that  it 
would  be  peopled.    He  was  glad  to  hear  this 
expression  fall  from  the  honourable  member 
'  for  Porirua :  that  he  had  faith  in  the  elasticity 
of  the  colony.    He  (Mr.  Bichmond)  cordially 
agreed  in  that  faith,  which,  though  vague  in 
form,  WEis  more  trustworthy  than  more  detailed 
prophecies  often  were.    He  would  not  now  go 
into  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.    He  had  listened 
^th  attention  to  the  honourable  member  for 
HUesmere's  suggestions,  and  agreed  in  most  of 
them.    He  would  refer  to  one  point — the  ob- 
jection to  the  time  proposed  for  the  action  of 
the    Oourt,   which    the    honourable    member 
thought  should  rather  be  upon  the  motion  of 
the  European  purchaser,  on  whom  would  be 
the    onus    of   showing   the   title .  before   the 
Oourt.    H«  (Mr.  Richmond)  had  thought  so, 
hut  he  expected  the  honourable  the   mover 
would  Ufl  the  House  that  this  sectioi;  was 
essential    to    the   Bill.      He  dissented    from 
the  hononrabte  member  for  Dunedin,  who  ob- 
jected that  the  whole  Bill  was  out  of  harmony 
with  the  late  resolutions  on  Ministerial   re- 
sponsibility.    But  those  resolutions  did  not 
disclaim  the  right  to  advise  and  to  initiate 
legislation  on  Native  afiairs ;  and  this  was  the 
position  which  the  House  had  taken  for.  six 
years  past.     It  might  be  a  false  position,  but 
others  were  concerned  in  it,  and  we  must  not 
retreat  from  it.     Under   the    mpst   despotic 
Oovemments  which  had  any  show  of  a  repre- 
sentative body  legislation  and  criticism  were 
allowed  to  those  representatives.    Even  in  the 
servile  French  Assembly  this  was  the  case; 
&nd  no  one  held  that  body  responsible  for  the 
Mr.  J,  C.  Bichmond 


Oovemment.  He  (Mr.  Bichmond)  belicml 
tiiat  the  73rd  section  of  the  Constitntaon  Aet 
might  be  avoided,  but  still  the  Bill  must  be 
referred  Home.  It  proposed  to  deal  with  Crown 
lands — with  the  security  of  the  half-millioa 
loan. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Not  with  Crown  luA, 
with  waste  lands. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RIOHnHOND.— Not  expressly  wift 
Crown  lands,  but  the  honourable  genUeman 
had  already  furnished  him  (Mr.  Bichmond) 
with  an  answer.  Orovrn  grants  could  only  be 
issued  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown;  and 
the  Bill  proposed  to  issue  Crown  grants  under 
new  regulations.  It  *was  dealing,  therefbtc, 
with  Crown  lands,  and  did,  therefore,  require  to 
be  reserved  for  the  Queen's  assent. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  spoke  at  very  coo- 
sidorable  length  against  the  Bill.  He  had  that 
morning  been  one  of  a  deputation  who  had 
waited  upon  His  Excellency  in  reference  to 
this  Bill.  He,  for  one,  could  not  have  been  a 
party  to  such  a  deputation,  that  bore  upon  the 
face  of  it  an  unconstitutional  appearance,  haid 
he  not  been  satisfied  that  it  was  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  colony  had  to  look  for  the  initiatioo 
of  ail  matters  relating  to  Native  policy.  Ha 
was  undeceived  too  late.  He  declared  the  M 
to  be  an  infraction  of  the  financial  settlemect 
of  1856 — a  measure  calculated  to  bring  rain  ob 
the  Province  of  Wellington  by  destroying  ite 
land  revenue,  and  consequently  stopjuig  tlu 
means  of  colonization  by  the  introduction  of 
immigrants.  The  Bill  was  an  absolute  abroga- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  He  would,  God 
willing,  appeal  to  the  Home  Oovemment  against 
this  infraction  of  the  Treaty,  and  believed  his 
appeal  would  be  listened  to,  that  Engiairf 
would  never  sanction  such  a  measure.  Th« 
House  did  not  know  what  it  was  about  Tiifj 
were  tearing  up  a  Treaty  between  three  p«rti«i 
. — the  colonists,"  the  Natives,  and  the  Imperal 
Oovemment.  On  behalf  of  the  old  coIooBti 
he  would  appeal  against  the  infraction  of  that 
Treaty.  The  colony  had  stained  itself  enos^ 
by  hints  of  repudiation.  That  was  eiKX^: 
let  them  not  consent  to  an  aet  of  repudiatwB. 
He,  for  one,  was  not  prepared  to  abandon  tka 
work  of  twenty-two  years.  And  he  desired  to 
record  his  most  solemn  protest  against  tiiii 
abominable  measure. 

Mr.    GILLIES   never  felt  before  sneh  aa 
earnest  desire  for  the  gift  of  the  eloquence  of  tit 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  in  ordertkat 
he  might  "  righteously  support  the  right  causa' 
in   replying  to   the  speech  of  the  hononraUa. 
member  for  the  Hutt.     But,  though  unAle  to 
equal  in  eloquence  the  honourable  member 
whom  they  had  just  heard,  he  hoped  to  be  aMe 
to  expose  the  fallacies  which  he  had  propotmded, 
and  to  show  that  this  Bill  was  founded  on 
right  and  true  principles.     What,  he  asked; 
was  the   object  of  this  Bill  ?     Was  it  not  to 
remove  the  Native  difficulty?     And  whence 
did  this  dieSeulty  arise  ?    The  history  of  th* 
ooloi^  and  the  piles  of  papers  on  the  table  d 
the  House  showed  that  it  arose  from  the  distrust 
of  the  Native  mind  caused  by  the  ever-increas- 
ing and  onward-flowing  wave  of  cokaiisatian — 
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«  diltnut  nicreased  'hj  the  delaje  of  snoeessive 
'QoTemments  towaids  them — a  diatmst  which 
had  now  culminated  in  the  present  difficulty. 
The  ptoblem  to  be  solved  was  how  to  remoTe 
this  distmst  and  yet  to  promote  colonization — 
how  to  make  way  for  thu  wave  which  was  now 
ruhing  so  mightily  onwards,  thongh  temporarily 
stopped  in  the  North  Island  by  this  burier  of 
the  Native  difficulty.  They  were  this  night 
called  upon  either  to  stand  by  or  to  abandon 
for  ever  a  system  which  had  been  acknowledged 
by  its  fonnders  and  its  former  advocates  to  be 
a  failuie.  By  this  Bill  they  were  asked  to 
do,  in  fact,  what  they  had  so  often  declared 
to  be  right  in  theory,  and  what  had  been 
solemnly  acknowledged  by  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi — namely,  to  reco^ze  the  Natives  as  the 
abaolate  owners  of  their  own  lands.  This  Bill 
was  the  first  step  in  a  new  and  right  diretftion 
towards  removing  the  Native  difficulty,  by 
«learing  away  distrust  from  the  Native  mind. 
Not  that  even  the  most  sanguine  could  look  on 
this  Bill  as  all  that  was  to  be  done,  or  as  a 
panacea  for  all  Native  evils  ;  but  it  was  enter- 
ing on  a  new  and  better  course  which,  if  pur- 
sued, would  issue  in  the  most  beneficial  results. 
Could  he  believe  that  this  Bill  would,  as 
asserted  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt,  stop  the  regq}ar  colonization  of  this 
-country  he  would  be  the  first  to  oppose  it. 
Biit  he  believed  it  would  rather  give  a  mighty 
impulse  to  colonization,  and  would  open  the 
way  for  it  to  rolj  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  Northern  Island,  by  removing  Native  dis- 
tmst, -which  had  caused  the  present  impos- 
sibility of  obtaining  the  waste  lands  of  the  Na- 
tives for  our  colonizing  purposes.  The  honour- 
able member  had  sx>oken  of  silver  and  the  sword 
as  being  the  two  great  civilizers  in  the  world's 
history  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Gillies)  could  tell  him  of 
«  gret^r,  and  that  was  justice.  That  honour- 
able member  had  often  declaimed  against  the 
sword  as  a  civilizer,  and  now  attacked  this  Bill 
4M  th^  silver  mode. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEKT  explamed  that  he  had 
-said  tb^t  silver  and  the  sword  were  the  two 
great  agents  by  which  Native  races  were 
trodden  down  before  civilization. 

Mr.  OHiLIES  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
«X|)lanation ;  but  by  the  help  of  the  justice 
which  this  Bill  proposed  to  give  to  the  Natives, 
they  would  not  be  trodden  down,  but  raised, 
humanised,  and  civilized ;  ihey  would  not  be 
overwhelmed,  but  absorbed  by  the  progress  of 
civilization.  He  denied  that  this  Bill  was  an 
«btogation  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  or  in  toy 
respect  incoiapatible  with  it.  Had  the  honour- 
able member,  instead  of  extracting  isolated 
«q>r^ssions  from  that  Treaty,  read  the  pre- 
amble, he  would  have  found  that  the  opening 
words  idiowed  the  objects  to  be  very  different 
feom  a  mere  making  provision  for  regular 
colomzatieii,  although  that  was  also  to  he  kept 
in  view.  "Hie  Treaty  narrated  that  Her  Majesty, 
■"  regarding  with  her  royal  favour  tiie  Native 
chiefs  and  tribes  of  New  Zealand,  and  anxious 
to  proteot  their  just  rights  and  property,  has 
deemed  it  necessary  "  to  appoint  a  functionary 
te  taetit  with  tbem.    And  then  the  Trea^ 


went  on  to  guarantee  their  lands  and  properly 
to  the  Natives  so  long  as  they  wished  to  retain 
them.  It  recognized  their  full  right  to  their 
lands,  subject,  not  to  the  sole  right  of  purchase 
by  Her  Majesty,  but  only  to  the  Crown's 
right  of  pre-emption.  This  right  of  pre-emption 
was  only  a  right  to  the  first  offer  of  lands  to  be 
sold  ;  and  if  the  Crown  did  not  accept,  but  re- 
fused to  buy  when  offered,  then  the  Natives 
were  entitled  to  sell  to  whom  they  chose.  This 
was  the  plain  and  incontrovertible  meaning  of 
the  Ituiguage  used,  and  so  it  was  explained  to 
the  Natives  when  the  Treaty  was  signed.  He 
appealed  to  at  least  one  honourable  member  of 
the  House  who  was  present  at  the  signature  of 
the  Treaty,  and  who  heard  it  then  so  explained 
to  the  Natives,  for  confirmation  of  this  state- 
ment. It  was  folly  to  talk  of  this.  Treaty 
giving  to  the  Crown  the  sole  right  of  purchase. 
By  th^  Land  Purchase  Ordmanco  we  had 
broken  the  Treaty,  and  had  continued  so  to 
act ;  but  by  this  Bill  we  proposed  no  longer  to 
break  the  national  faith,  but  to  recognize  in 
fact  what  the  Treaty  and  all  our  declarations 
and  professions  since  had  merely  recognized  in 
words.  Nor  was  there  any  contradiction  be- 
tween the  House  passing  this  Bill  and  the  reso- 
lutions lately  passed  by  the  House  as  to  the 
relation  between  Ministers  and  His  Excellency. 
His  Excellency  had  approved  of  the  principles 
of  this  Bill;  he  had  taken  upon  himself  the 
resjKinsibility  of  deciding  that  this  Bill  was  a 
right  and  proper  one.  Though  Ministers  ad- 
vised this  Bill  and  approved  of  it,  they  took 
no  responsibility  in  regard  to'  its  results — nor 
would  the  House  by  passing  it.  But  His 
Excellency  had  no  power  to  carry  out  this 
right  principle  until  he  received  power  from 
this  House  as  given  him  by  this  Bill.  The 
Governor,  whilst  taking  the  full  responsibility 
of  the  policy  of  this  Bill,  had  no  power  in  him- 
self to  erect  Courts  or  to  prescribe  to  existing 
Courts  the  recognition  of  Native  title;  that 
must  be  done  by  legislative  enactment,  whioh 
to  refuse  would  indeed  be  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility by  thwarting  the  Governor'*  policy, 
l^e  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had 
suggested  that  the  difficulty  of  the  73rd  clause 
of  the  Constitution  Act  might  be  got  over  by 
indirect  means;  but  he  trusted  the  Housa 
would  take  the  straightforward  course,  and  not 
attempt  to  do  what  they  could  not  do  direotiy. 
The  Bill  would  require  to  be  sent  Home  for 
Her  Majesty's  assent,  and  possibly  it  would 
be  necessary  to  found  on  it  an  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament;  but  we  ought  to  pass 
this,  as  showing  the  definite  opinion  of  this 
colony.  A  strong  appeal  had  been  made  to 
the  fears  ajid  feelings  of  the  southern  mem- 
bers. Now,  although  it  would  be  wrong  for  the 
southern  members  to  force  a  Native  measure 
like  this  on  the  Northern  Island,  yet  the  South 
had  a  strong  and  large  interest  in  this  matter, 
in  getting  the  "  little  bill,"  of  which  they  were 
now  paying  the  largest  share,  closed  as  soon  as 
possible.  As  to  the  financial  arrangement  of 
1856,  he  would  say  that,  8uppoeing,.as  had  been 
alleged,  that  arrangement  nad  included  as  one 
of  its  terms  that  the  North  Island  should  have 
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the  pre-emptive  right  over  Native,  lands  trans- 
ferred to  it — but  which  he  utterly  denied  ;  still, 
it  was  not  to  any  province  or  provinces  that 
such  right  -was  transferred,  but  to  the  whole 
Korth  Island.  And  if,  by  a  majority  of  the 
northern  representatives,  this  right  was  now 
considered  an  obstacle  to  their  progress,  they 
bad  a  perfect  right  to  give  it  np,  and  the  South 
•WM  entitled  to  assist  the  majority  of  the  North 
in  so  doing.  Nor  could  this  be  said  in  aiqr  way 
to  be  a  breach  of  that  financial  compact  of 
1856.  Let  not  the  southern  members,  then,  be 
deterred  from  doing  justice  by  any  idea  of 
liability  for  the  part  they  might  take  in  this 
matter.  He  maintained  that  there  was  a  prinr 
ciple,  a  high  moral  principle,  involved  in  this 
Bill.  The  quotations  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Omata  from  Vattel'  and  Arnold,  though 
applicable  to  the  state  of  matters  when  we  first 
arrived  in  these  Islands,  were  wholly  beside  the 
question  now,  for  we  had  entered  into  certain 
relations  with  the  Natives  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi ;  we  had  recognized  their  proprietary 
right  in  their  lands,  and  it  was  not  now  for  us 
to  turn  round  and  repudiate  the  terms  of  that 
Treaty.  We  had  long  acted  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  that  Treaty,  but  now-  we  were  called 
on  to  do  so  no  longer ;  we  were  called  on  now 
to  wipe  away  a  great  disgrace  from  .the  British 
name,  to  abandon  the  cant  and  sham  of  saying 
in  words  what  we  refused  to  recognize  in  prac- 
tice. But  it  was  urged  that  great  evils  would 
flow  from  this  Bill.  On  this  bead  he  could 
refer  to  no  better  authority  than  the  BisbVp  of 
New  Zealand,  who  said,  on  this  subject,  "  The 
remedy  appears  to  be  simple — namely,  an  vm- 

Sualificd  recognition  of  the  Native  land  title  to 
le  fullest  extent,  and  with  every  legal  security 
that  would  be  given  to  any  landed  proprietors 
of  our  own  race."  Again,  he  asked,  "  In  what 
respect  is  the  Native  owner  inferior  to  the 
English  purchaser?"  And  further,  in  the 
same  memorandum  he  stated  it  as  his  opinion 
that— 

"Direct  purchase  from  the  Natives,  under 
strict  regulations,  is  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect  in  disarming  many  of  these  suspicions, 
and  so  procuring  more  land  for  the  colonist. 
Force  will  be  of  no  avail  agsinst  a  people  ready  at 
any  moment  to  die  in  the  defence  of  the  inherit- 
ance of  their  tribe.  But  to  receive  individuals 
into  a  share  of  their  common  property  was  as 
much  a  national  feeling  as  to  resist  to  the 
death  the  encroachments  of  a  hostile  neigh- 
bour." 

And  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei, 
after  referring  to  a  proposed  plan  for  certifying 
title,  wrote  thus : — 

"  When  a  title  has  been  so  ascertained  in  any 
particular  case,  and  the  Government  satisfied 
of  the  fact,  it  is  submitted  that  the  Natives 
should  then  be  left  to  hold,  sell,  lease,  or  other- 
wise dispose  of  their  lands  in  such  maimer  as 
they  might  themselves  choose." 

With  these  authorities  there  could  surely  be 
no  danger  in  passing  such  a  Bill  as  this.  But 
it  was  urged  that  it  would  be  absolute  ruin  to 
Wellington!  He  did  not  believe  this.  There 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  Provincial 
Ur.  Oillies 


Qovemment  and  the  provinoe ;  lot,  whilst  it 
might  to  some  extent  diminish  for  a  short  timt 
the  provincial  revenue,  it  would  nevarUielesi 
give  such  an  impetus  to  colonization  that 
Wellington,  which  had  so  long  been  the  lesK 
progressive  of  the  largo  provinces,  would,  under 
the  new  system,  receive  a  share  of  the  benefit!, 
and  the  sums  which  now  went  into  thePiovinciil 
Treasury  in  the  shape  of  land  revenue,  would, ' 
in  a  thousand  unseen  but  very  appreci^le 
ways,  flow  into  the  same  channel.  Instead  oi 
the  torrent,  they  would  have  the  far  mora  bene- 
ficial influences  of  the  silent  dew  and  gentle 
rain.  He  would  not  go  into  the  objeetioai 
urged  against  the  details  of  the  Bill :  with 
many  of  these  he  agreed ;  but  this  vote  wu  ia 
reference  to  the  principfe,  not  to  the  detsih; 
and  ho  challenged  the  w  ellington  members  to 
say  honestly  whether  they  agreed  with  the  prin- 
ciple or  not.  If  they  agreed  to  the  princi{de, 
they  could  not  justly  ask  that  Wellington  shooli 
be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  prin- 
ciple. It  had  been  Sfked,  was  this  measmi 
really  intended  to  be  worked  ?  If  he  thos^t 
that  it  was  not,  he  would  be  no  party  to  sup- 
porting it.  But  he  believed  they  had  men  now 
in  the  Government  who  really  believed  in  the 
principle  and  had  the  courage  and  abilitjta 
.  carry  it  into  Operation,  and  who  would  devot* 
themselves  to  that  objAt.  And,  beUeving  M 
he  did  that  this  was  a  right  straightforwud 
course — a  simple  act  of  justice  to  the  Natives- 
be  would  say  fiat  justitia,  mat  oalum,  but  st 
the  same  time  declare  his  firm  belief  that  ml 
calum  never  Was  the  consequence  of  fitt 
jvistitia. 

Mi,  COLENSO  said  he  felt  a  much  greater 
degree  of  responsibility  than  nsual  in  rising  to 
speak  to  this  Bill.  He  had  given  it  every  con- 
sideration that  he  could  think  of,  and  had 
patiently  waited  till  now — the  end  of  an  on- 
usually  long  debate — in  order  to  hear  all  that 
might  be  adduced  both  for  and  against  the 
Bill,  if  thereby  he  might  be  the  better  eniW 
to  come  to  a  correct  decisiori  on  so  grate  a 
subject.  He  confessed,  however,  that  he  wai 
scarcely  yet  decided  as  to  how  he  shotild  vot^ 
but  believed  ho  should  vote  for  tho  second  read- 
ing. As  a  northern  member,  from  eJiuo^  as 
isolated  constituency  among  Maoris  and  Uaofi 
lands,  the  very  novel  yet  grave  subject  of  this 
Bill  made  him  very  thoughtful,  as,  undoalit- 
edly,  a  very  great  change  was  sought  to  be 
efieoted'  by  it.  He  believed,  however,  that 
they  had  come  to  this  pass :  that  some  change 
fo>  the  better  must  be  attempted ;  and,  seeing 
they  could  not  do  what  they  would,  they  most 
be  content  to  do  what  they  could.  Hethon^ 
there  was  some  similarity  in  the  circuinsfcnce* 
of  the  present  time,  in  connection  with  tii* 
Bill  before  them ,  and  of  that  time  in  which  Ctf- 
tain  Hobson  arrived  in  New  Zealand.  Captam 
'  Hobson  came  msdnly  to  direct  and  iyatemla» 
colonization  in  New  Zealand —  a  colonizatiia 
which  could  not  be  stayed ;  and  just  so  this 
Bill  was  an  attempt  to  direct  and  systematic 
the  irregular  dealing  of  Natives  with  their 
lands — a  dealing  which,  he  feared,  could  not 
now  be  stayed.    It  was  no  use  now  tiO  (ai^cf 
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lAuA  wonld  hftve  been  best  ten  or  twenty  yean 
•go;. and  it  was  of  little  nse  to  talk  of  what 
miglit  be  best,  onless  the  great  Maori  element 
was  at  the  same  time  fully  considered.  A  BiU 
of  this  nature  seemed  absolutely  necessary;  for 
it  was  very  olear  that  the  Natives  would  no 
longer  sell  to  tiie  Qovemment  any  land,  and 
would  most  certainly  do  as  they  pleased  with 
their  lands.  England's  decision  was,  "  Make 
peaoe,"and  the  colony  generally  wished  for 
peace ;  but  he  confessed  he  saw  Uttle  hopes  of 
any  such  peace,  unless  what  had  long  given 
the  Natives  ofienoe  in  the  matter  of  their  lands 
was  removed.  And  here  he  could  not  refrain 
from  speaking  his  thoughts,  and  telling  those 
honourable  members  —  and  the  honourable 
members  for  Wellington  in  particular — who  had 
two  years  ago  so  joined  in  opposition  to  the 
Ooremment  on  Maori  matters,  that  a  BiU  of 
this  nature  would  not  now  be  needed  had  there 
not  been  that  unseemly  opposition.  He  could 
sot  help  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  a  righteous 
retribution  on  those  who  had  so  loudly  spoken 
1^  "an  unjust  and  unholy  war."  Being  him- 
nli  a  landowner  to.  some  extent,  he  was  of 
opinion  this  BUI  would  be,  for  a  time  at  least, 
injorionsto  himseU  and  other  landholders  ;  he 
was  quite  sure  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
Province  of  Hawke's  Bay,  which  he  repre- 
■enied,.  as  a  province,'  in  cutting  ofi  her  land 
revenue ;  and  he  also  beUeved  it  would,  in  like 
manner,  be  injurious  to  the  Province  of  Wel- 
lington, and  perhaps  to  other  provinces;  but 
.viewing  the  colony  as  a  whole— as  one — it 
'  would  certainly  be  productive  of  good ;  good  to 
the  colony  —  go<)d  to  colonization,  and  good 
to  individuals.  He  thought  that  much  of 
the  injury  which  the  cutting-oS  of  the  land 
revenue  would  cause  to  the  provinces  might  be 
^ovided  for  by  the  fairly  laying-on  ef  a  land- 
tax  on  future  open  purchases.  He  had  heard 
one  honourable  member  plainly  say  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  vote  fof  the  BiU  because  he 
intended  "to  go  in  for  a  slice  for  himself." 
Bat  he  (Hr.  Golenso)  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  had  no  snoh  intention ;  he  never  had 
obtained  any  land  for  himself  from  the  Natives 
— though  scarcely  another  person  had  had  the 
enportunities  he  had  had  to  do  so — and  he  never 
tnonld.  He  had  heard  many  arguments 
•gainst  the  BiU,  but  he  had  not  heard  one  of 
a  strong  conclusive  kind,  always  bearing  in 
mind  the  facta  and  elements  they  had  to  deal 
with.  He  would  briefly  teU  the  House  his 
own  thoughts  on  the  measure  before  them — 
and,  in  doing  so,  he  begged  the  attention  -  of 
honourable  members,  partioolarly  of  those  who 
wets  opposed  to  the  BiU ;  as,  if  any  honour- 
able member  could  point  out  to  him  a  better 
way  by  which  the  colonization  of  the  country 
ooold^  effected — or,  in  other  words,  by  which 
Jand  could  be  obtained  from  the  Natives,  and 
they  at  tiie  some  time  satisfied — he  (Mr.  Go- 
lenso) would  go  with  him  and  vote  against  the 
BiU.  It  was  a  weU-known  fact  that  the  Natives 
wonld  notseU  to  the  Gtovemment.  At  Hawke's 
Bay,  for  instance,  if  the  Natives  were  offered 
ever  so  much  beyond-  the  value  of  their 
-lands — say,   £10  per    acre  for    the  'Ahoiiri 


Plains — ^he  was  sure  they  would  not  sell* 
Therefore,  as  he  took  it,  they  must  be  pre- 
pared to  do  one  of  three  things — namely,  to 
take  the  waste  lands,  to  wait  patiently  for  the 
reversion  of  the  same,  or  to  support  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  BiU.  Now,  the  furst-  they  would 
not  do ;  the  second  it  was 'ungenerous  aiid  un- 
christian to  think  of — besides,  England  would 
never  consent  to  it ;  and  therefore  it  foUowed 
that  the  third  was  the  only  feasible  plan. 
Then,  in  adopting  the  third,  he  had  considered 
how  it  had  better  be  effected  as  to  tenure  and 
as  to  quantity.  Oould  they  limit  either  ?  Take 
tenure.  Should  the  Natives  be  only  aUowed, 
to  lease,  or  aeU  with  occupatioi^  or  sell  abso- 
lutely ?  He  had  beUeved,  from  what  he  knew 
of  the  Natives,  that  they  must  be  left  to  do  as 
they  pleased  with  their  own  lands.  Then,  as 
to  quantity,  he  had  thought  that  it  would  be 
very  much  better,  if  possible,  to  limit  or  re- 
strict the  sale — to  except  such  spots  as  would 
hereafter  be  wanted  for  townships  and  for 
landing-places;  also  monopolies  of  wood  and 
water, in  certain  localities.  But  hero,  again, 
he  was  obliged  to  confess  that  such  exceptions 
would  not  be  relished  by  the  Natives,  not  evea 
a  useless  mountain  range  or  the  mere  apex  of 
a  mount,  as .  Mount  Egmont  or  Maunga-tani-. 
wha ;  for  any  such  exceptions  would  be  sure  to 
rouse  the  jealousy  of  the  Natives,  and  go  i. 
great  way  to  render  the  whole  Bill  nugatory. 
Moreover,  ho  had  considered  it  to  bo  almost 
useless  for  the  Government  to  talk  to  the  dis- 
trustful Natives  of  peace  add  good  intentiong^ 
with  such  a  large  army  before  their  eyes,  and 
the  restrictions  on  powder  and  arms  on  the  one 
hand  and  on  their  lands  on  the  other.  And  it 
was  equally  of  Uttle  use  to  talk  to  them  of  Sir 
George  Grey's  scheme  of  Native  policy,  howr 
ever  good,  unless  this  concession  was  first 
granted  to  the  Natives — to  let  them  do  what 
they  would  with  their  own  lands,  and  so  remove 
their  suspicions  and  distrust;  unless,  indeed,, 
such  concessions  should  come  too  late.  At  the 
same  time,  he  hoped  he  should  be  clearly  . 
understood  that  he  did  not  believe  this  Bill  to 
be  a  panacea.  He  had  heard  honourable 
members  say  it  would  "  revolutionize  the 
whole  country "  and  "  open  doors  in  every 
direction  to  landsharks."  He,  however,  be- 
lieved the  Natives  were  much  too  shrewd — ^too 
wide  awake  to  their  own  interests — now  to  be 
taken  in  by  any  landsharks.  He  thought  it 
was  much  more  likely  to  be  quite  the  reverse. 
He'  had  little  fears  of  any  one  buying  land 
largely  from  Natives  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  for  at  lesbst  the  next  two  years,  if  at 
aU.  He  was  of  opinion  the  BUI  would  tend  to 
sour  those  chiefs  and  tribes  who  had  early  sold 
their  lands  to  the  Government,  and  who  had 
•hitherto  been  mostly  loyal  or  "Queen's"  Na- 
tives, for  they  had  commoiUy  and  for  a  long 
time  been  taunted  by  the  disloyal  or  "  King's  " 
Natives  wiOi  the  selling  of  their  lands.  As  to- 
the  "provincial  bankruptcy"  in  consequence 
of  this  Bill  which  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  had  spoken  of,  he 
(Mr.  Colenso)  did  not  fear  it.  Such  could  be 
met  by  a  tax  on  European  purchasers  of  Native  • 
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lands.  He  lecollected  coming  pverland  to 
Wellington,  in  1846  or  thereabouts,  and  seeing, 
on  his  way  into  town,  large  staring  Proclama- 
tions offering  £100  reward  for  information  of 
any  squatter  on  Native  lands.  That  Proclama- 
tion was  particularly  levelled  at  squatters  in 
the  Wairarapa.  The  Natives  had  asked  him 
the  meaning  of  the  Proclamation,  and  some 
among  them  seemed  desirous  of  easily  get- 
tins;  £100 ;  but  he  advised  them  not  to  think 
of  it.  He  had,  both  in  conversation  and  by 
'Writing,  suggested  to  Governor  Eyre  that  it 
Voold  be  far  bettor  to  offer  £100  to  the 
cqnatter  who  would  go  farthest  into  the  in- 
terior, and  that  such  should  be  encouraged 
by  Government,  as  the  Natives,  being  then 
desirous  of  having  respectable  whites  dwelling 
among  them,  would  be  sure  to  protect  their 
own  Europeans,  and  so  prove  a  standing  militia 
to  the  country,  so  that  the  military  could  be 
dispensed  with.  Such  would  prove  to  be  the 
strong  bond  of  common  iiiterest  so  much 
needed.  And  when  Governor  Eyre  asked, 
*'  What  of  the  rights  of  pre-emption  7-,-what 
of  the  land  revenue  7  "  he  replied,  "  Waive 
the  one,  and  meet  the  other  by  a  land-tax." 
He  might  also  inform  the  House  that,  subse- 
quently, when  Governor  Eyre  officially  wrote 
to  him — both  with  his  own  hand  and  by  his 
Colonial  Secretary  (Mr.  Domett)  —  to  assiA 
him  (Governor  Eyre)  in  purchasing  the  \*hole 
of  the  land  in  one  block  from  Cape.  Turakirae 
to  Ahuriri  inclusive,  be  (Mr.  Colenso),  after 
some  consideration,  informed  Governor  Eyre 
that  he  could  only  consent  to  6o  so  on  his 
agreeing  to  a  reserve  for  the  Natives,  in  one 
jHece,  from  the  back  mountain  range  to  the 
sea,  of  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  the  whole,  and 
give  him  two  years  to  do  it  in— Govefnor  Eyre, 
in  the  meantime,  keeping  oat  all  squatters. 
That  was  his  proposal  then,  and  he  still  be- 
lieved, though  It  was  refused,  that  that  would 
have  proved  most  advantageous  to  both  colo- 
nist and  Native.  The  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  had  said  there  was  "  no  present  neces- 
sity for  any  such  measure  as  this  Before  them." 
He  (Mr.  Colenso)  would  heartily  agree  with 
that  honourable  member  if  possible ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, he  could  not  hilp  believing  in  the 
necessity.  That  honourable  member  had  also' 
said  that  this  House  had  "  not  the  power  to 
pass  such  a  Bill  aa  this ;  that  they  were  un- 
able to  do  so  by  the  78rd  section  of  the 
Constitution  Act " — of  which  he  read  to  tliem 
the  former  portion.  But  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  had 
wished  that  honourable  member  had  read  the 
whole  of  that  section.  The  latter  part,  whieh 
be  did  not  read,  ran  thus : — 

*'  Provided  always  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  aftd  successors,  by  in- 
stmctions  under  the  Signet  or  Boyal  Sign- 
Hanual,  or  signified  through  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to 
delegate  her  powers  of  accepting  snob  convey- 
ances or  agreements,  releases  r^r  reKnqnisb- 
taents,  to  the  Governor  of  New  K-  aland,  or  tibe 
Snperintondent  of  any  province  within  the 
limits  of  such  province,  and  to  prescribe  or 
regulate  the  terms  <m  whidi  snob  <mnTeya&oes 
Mr,  CoUmo 


or  agreements,  releases  or   extingoiskmeBti, 
shall  be  accepted." 

Now,  those  words,  especially  when  taken  to- 
gether with  the  words  in  the  Duke  of  Tfttw- 
castle's  despatch  of  the  Sth  June,  1861,  certainly 
showed  there  vras  no  difficulty  whatever  in  (m 
way.  He  (Mr.  Colenso)  had  heard  with  vcfy 
deep  regret  the  speech  of  the  honoorabla  mem- 
ber for  Wallace.  He  greatly  wished  thit 
honourable  member  was  now  in  his  place,  the 
more  so  from  th&  .fact  of  this  speech  of  hii 
being  the  second  liiat  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  hal 
heard  him  make  on  Native  aSairs,  ha&  of 
which'  were  utterly  at  variance  vrith  ajl  he  (Hr. 
Colenso)  knew. 

Mr.  BUSSBLIj.— Wfaicb  of  the  hoaomHi 
members  for  Wallace  ? 

Mr.  COLENSO.— Mr.  Mantell.  Thathonomy 
able  member  had  told  them  of  his  seven  yesB' 
experience  in  the  Middle  Island  as  Govemmeot 
Agent  or  Native  Land  Purchase  Commiaqong, 
and  of  his  having  bought  more  land  for  the 
Government  than  any  other  of  their  agents,  a 
than  all  Mie  rest  put  together — "some  thirty 
millions  of  acres  for  £7,000."  The  bononiatala 
member  had  also  told  them  that  "  it  was  • 
dirty  business,  and  that  it  was  nothing  !«■ 
than  cheating  the  Natives,"  and  much  more  of 
the  same  kind.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  shodd 
like  to  know  how  it  was  that  tiiat  bonooiaUi 
member  had  managed  to  do  all  his  "dirtywtnk" 
— to  serve  his  full  time  of  seven  years— -b^on 
he  found  out  it  was  "  a  dirty  business."  He 
(Mr.  Colenso)  was  really  sorry  such  remarks  wete 
made,  and  he  would  ask  whether  such  stst^ 
ments  were  not  likely  to  increase  the  distnat 
and  suspicion  of  the  Natives,  as  well  as  to  im- 
pede and  embarrass  the  Government  in  all  tiuk 
schemes  of  Native  policy  and  in  the  setUemeet 
of.  outstanding  claims.  He  had  also  vatei, 
when  that  honourable  member  had  so  qiokea, 
that  he  was  loudly  applauded  by  many  honosr 
able  members.  That  ne  was  also  sorry  to  fax* 
heard.  For,  for  what  was  the  applause  giva, 
and  that,  too,  by  those  who  now  opposed  tls 
Bill,  particularly  by  Wellington  membanf 
Was  it  for  the  so-called  "  cheating,"  or  for  tbt 
thirty  millions  of  acres  obtained  for  £7,000,  « 
for  only  discovering  the  "  dirty''  nature  of  the 
work  at  the  end  of  seven  years,  when  all  vM 
done?  He  left  it  to  them  to  choose  wbiek; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  it  must  have  been  for  tht 
getting  the  land  at  so  little  cost,  which  deaify 
showed,  in  spite  of  all  the^  hsid  said  agaiMt 
such  a  system,  tihat  they  wished  to  see  it  «•- 
tinned.  This  certainly  seemed  very  stnafl* 
from  those  who  spoke  of  themselves  as  beiag 
pre-eminently  the  lovers  and  friends  of  te 
Maoris.  He  believed,  however,  iiiat  he  aooM 
clearly  shew  the  gross  error  which  existed  in 
that  honourable  member's  oalcnlatioh  imi 
opinion.  .  Frcan  a  report  which  he  (Mr.  0»- 
lenso)  had  before  him— being  Mr.  Bailer's  flatl 
report  on  the  partition  and  iadivichialisatianaf 
the  Eaiapoi  Reserve,  one  of  tiie  papers  Isid  on 
the  table  for  the  information  of  Rie  Hooss— te 
gathered'%bat, — 

"  The  Kajapoi  Beserve,  distant  only  UiirteKi 
BuloB  'from  Qttistcdiaioh,  withm  a  miis  «f  « 
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diippiiig  part,  hwring  two  miles  of  fcontage  on 
the  main  north  load  ....  contains 
8,610  acres  of  land,  perfectly  level,  ttnd  for  the. 
most  part  of  excellent  quality.  About  one- 
fifth  of  the  reserve  is  densely  wooded;  .... 
owing  to  the  general  scarcity  of  wood  in  the 
Canterbury  Province,  the  bush-  on  this  reserve 
commands  a  ready  sale  and  high  price,  whether 
as  sawn  timber  or  firewood.  If  we  take  the 
bush  land  to  represent  an  average  value  of  £48 
per  acre  and  the  open  land  £10  an  aore — a  very 
moderate  estimate — we  have  a  result  of  £45,000 
as  the  present  market  value  of  this  Kaiapoi 
Bfserve.  ,  .  .  This  estate  belongs  to  about 
two  hundred  Natives." 

Besides  this,  it  appeared  that  there  were  other 
rich  and  Talnable  reserves  spoken  of  in  the 
8«me  report.  While  that  honourable  member 
was  speaking,  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  had  thought  on 
the  value  of  the  potato  and  the  pig  which  Cook 
had  landed  on  the  shores  of  New  Zealand.  In 
his  opinion,  that  first  potato  and  that  first  pig 
were  of  value  incalcmable  to  the  New  Zea- 
landen — worth  more  than  two  million  acres  of 
their  lands.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wsllace  had  entirely  overlooked  the  greater 
benefit.  In  his  (Mr..Col6nso's)  estimation,  the 
£7,000  was  but  'as  the  seed,  the  potato 
and  the  pig  given  by  Ckxik  the  germ,  as  it 
were,  of  futore  proeperity.  The  great  bene- 
fit to  the  Natives  was'  the  advantage  aris- 
ing from  civilization  and  colonization,  through 
wmoh  <me  acre  of  their  lands  was  made 
to  be  worth  more  than  ten  thousand  acres 
originally.  The  honourable  .  member  for 
Wallace  had  also  said  that  he  "  would  give 
the  Natives  as  much  for  their  lands  as  settlers 
had  given  the  Crown  for  them — 3s.  or  ips.  per 
acre."  This  was  another  great  error,  one,  too, 
which  would  b«  sure  to  have  a  bod  effect  out  of 
doors.  He  could  tell  that  honourable  member 
that  some  of  these  lands  so  sold  at  5s.  and  10s. 
an  acre  had  not  repaid  the  outlay  upon  them. 
Farther,  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
had  said  that  it  was  "  impossible  for  any  such 
Courts  as  were  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  go  into 
all  Native  titles;"  and  that,  "in  order  to  ao- 
oomplish  this,  such  should  be  investigated  and 
settled  only  in  an  English  .Court,  after  the 
manner  of  the  .Land  Claims  Court."  He  (Mr. 
Colenso),  however,  could  tell  that  honourable 
member  that  if  those  Native  Courts  could  not 
do  so  there  was  an  end  to  all  colonisation ;  for 
nothing  was  more  certain  that,  if  such  investi- 
gation, such  disentanglement  was  ever  to  be 
done  at  all,  it  could  only  be  done  on  thi  spot  in 
the  Natives'  own  runanga  Courts.  If,  however, 
that  honourable  member  meant  *the  English 
Court,  constituted  after  the  manner  of  the 
lAnd  Claims  Court,  to  be  a  movable  Court, 
then  he  would  agree  with  him.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  had  also  spoken  against 
the  Bill  as  keeping  the  administrative  and  judi- 
cial functions  mixed  in  the  village  runangas, 
which  were  better  separated ;  but  h6  had  over- 
looked the  fact  that,  while  his  observation  was 
perfectly  true  in  the  abstract,  they  must  deal 
with  the  abnormal  irregular  Maori  element  as 
best  they  could.    And  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  assured 


that  honourable  member  there  was  no  help  for 
it ;  he  feared  there  was  really  n«  other  ptraent 
way  of  doing  the  Natives  any  good  in  the  mat- 
ter of  their  lands  save  through  their  villa^ 
runangas.  In  them,  he  hoped,  as  he  had  said 
before,  lay  the  germ  of  future  good;  which, 
carefully  trained  and  directed  by  a  fit  super- 
vising hand,  would  b^-akid-by  produce  fruit. 
Thus  order  would  spnng  from  disorder.  The 
honourable  member  for  me  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert)  had  also  spoken  of  this  Bill  as  "-abrogat- 
ing the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  and  rending  it  in 
twain ;"  and  of  "  the  three  contracting  parties, 
to  that  treaty — the  Crown,  the  Natives,  and 
the  colonists-— whose  covsent  to  abrogate  such 
Treaty  was  first  necessary."  While,  however, 
he  (Mr.  Colenso)  doubted  of  any  suoh  "  three 
contracting  parties  "  being  so  concerned,  and 
should  like  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
prove  it,  he  saw  no  political  difficulty  what- 
ever in  tiie  matter ;  certainly  none  of  tiie  kind 
which  that  honourable  member  had  attempted 
to  show — namely,  to  refer  this  Bill  during  the 
reoesB  to  the  various  .constituencies.  For  were 
not  such  "  three  contracting  parties "  now 
engaged,  or  to  be  engaged,  in  the  oarrying-ont 
of  the  Bill  ?  They  had  already  heard  of  the 
Qovemor's  approvaJ  of  this  Bill — which,  as  ta 
its  main  prinoi^e,  had  been  indicated  in  the 
despatch  of  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle  ;  that  it  was 
reserved  for  Uie  further  consent  of  the  Crown; 
the  Natives,  they  well  knew,  were  but  too  de- 
sirous of  being  allowed  to  do  as  they  pleased 
with  their  own  lands,  and  had  clamoured  over 
and  over  fo»  such  liberty;  and  the  colonists 
were  represented  by  themselves  in  this  House. 
Here,  then,  was  "  t^e  cdbsent  of  the  three 
contracting  parties  I"  If  that  honourable 
member's  objection  was  real,  what  mors  could 
be  needed  to  remove  it?  That  honourable 
member  had  also  spoken  of  the  "  relinquish- 
ment of  the  right  of  pre-emption  as  damaging 
to  the  Northern  Isladd."  He  (Mr.  Colenso) 
would  only  ask,  how  was  it  to  be  prevented? 
There  were  the  facts — the  Natives  would  no 
longer  recognize  it,  and  would  sell  or  lease ; 
the  colonists  could  no  longer  reiognize  it,  and 
must  buy  or  rent.  Could  that  honourable 
member  or  any  other  honourable  member  de- 
vise a  better  mode  than  the  one  proposed  in 
the  principle  of  the  Bill — one  in  which  the 
Natives  could  co-operate  ?  If  so  he  (Mr.  Co- 
lenso) would  heartily  support  it.  While,  how- 
ever, he  professed  himself  of  necessity  to  be 
favourable  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  it  was 
his  duty  to  inform  the  Native  Minister  that 
there  were  certain  clauses  in  it  which  he  did 
not  like  and  could  not  support.  He  should 
seek  to  have  those  clauses  amended  in  Com- 
mittee. At  present,  lie  would  merely  call  the 
attention  of  the  Native  Minister  to 'clause  2, 
which  stated  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Island 
of  New  Zealand,  save  that  portion  the  Native 
title  to  which  had  been  extinguished,  to  be  the 
absolute  property  of  the  Natives ;  to  clause 
15,  which  provided  for  the  surveying  of  all  the 
unsold  lands  —  ten-twelfths,  perhaps,  of  the 
Island — at  the  expense  of  the  colony ;  and  to 
clause  17,  which  made  null  and  void  every  oon- 
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"tract  for  the  parohase^  lease,  or  oocupation  of 
Native  land  loade  prior  to  the  future  granting 
of  a  certificate.  He  greatly  doubted  uie  pro- 
priety— not  to  say  correctness— of  such  a  state- 
,  ment  as  that  in  the  2nd  clause.  If,  by  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  Native  title  was  only  meant 
snoli  lands  as  had  been  actually  transferred  to 
the  Crown,  and  Also  decided  on  in  the  CSourts 
of  the  Crown,  then  such  statement  was  wrong. 
He  belieyed  there  was  yet  another  class  of 
lands  over  which  the  Native  title  had  been  long 
ago  bonA  fide  extinguished — such  as  those  lands 
sold  by  them  to  the  settlers  in  Poverty  Bay  and 
elsewhere,  as  well  as  land  given  by  them  in 
trust  for  certain  purposes.  Then  Uiere  were 
also  lands  which,  several  years  back,  had  been 
•offered  to  the  Oovemment,  and  moneys  ad- 
vanced upon  them  by  the  Oovemment— -such 
«8  the  Waimarama  Block  in  Hawke's  Bay.  If 
every  contract, .  Ac,  which  the  Natives  had 
freely  entered  into  was  thus  by  statute  to  be 
disannulled,  they  would  bo  taught  another 
Agreeable  lesson,  which  would  be  very  sure  to 
react  most  injuriously.  ITow  that  the  Crown's 
right  of  pre-emption  was  about  to  be  waived  to 
benefit  the  Maori  and  the  future  settler,  surely 
the  old  settler's  just  claim  should  not  be  for- 
gotten— a  claim,  be  it  remembered,  which,  for 
many  years,  even  the  semi-savage  strenuously 
supported  against  the  "  law "  of  the  civilized 
Government ;  although  from  a  later  time  he, 
too,  had  found  it  convenient  to  disallow  and 
repudiate  it.  He  (Mr.  Colenso)  hoped  he  should 
not  be  misunderstood  as  if  he  were  speaking 
in  favour  of  any  recent  purchases,  leases,  or 
contracts  entered  into  to  the  great  injury  of 
■Oovemment  and  of  the  colony.  As  to  survey- 
ing-their  extensive  lands — ^whiph  they  might 
never  sell — at  the  colonists'  expense,  be  was 
«ure  the  colony  would  never  consent  to  it ;  in 
fact,  the  Government  could  not  do  it.  It 
might  be  expedient  to  advance  .the  money  to 
do  so.  He  would  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer ;  but  all  those  clauses,  with  gthers  oi 
less  iniportance,  he  hoped  to  see  amended  in 
Committee ;  and,  believing  this,  he  should  sup- 
port the  Bill. 

The   debate  WM  then  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 

LAND  REGISTKY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Land   Begistry  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow.  ' 

SUPBEME  COURT  AMENDMENT  BILL 
CNo.  2); 
The  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill  (No.  2) 
was  recommitted,  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
4o-morrow. 

NATIVE  BESEBVES  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Native  Beserves   Amendment 
Mr.  Colento 


Bill  was  .adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed. 

SECOND  BEADmO. 

Juries  Bill. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  befon 
midnight  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'obxdc 
noon.  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ■ 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  STth  Avgual,  1662. 


Delegation  of  Power— Third  Beadingi— Croaii 
Qranta  BUI  (No.  1). 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaebb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pratbbs. 

DELEGATION  OP  POWEB. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Tancred,  What  course  the  OovemmiBit 
vrill  take  with  reference  to  the  delegatioo  af 
power  from  the  Gk>vemor  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Southland,  under  the  provisions  of  "Qe 
Waste  Lands  Act,  1658  7  "  And  whetha  tks 
Government  propose  to  take  any  step*  in  tks 
direction  indicated  in  the  despatch  of  the 
Colonial  Sebretary,  addressed  to  the  Sapsm- 
tendent  of  Sonthland,*aad  dated  the  7th  Ibi^ 
1862,  wherein  the  writer  says  that  Uie  profi- 
sions  and  limitations  and  restrictions  impo<el 
in  the  regulations  contained  in  the  above  dde- 
gation  are  tQ  be  extended  to  the  other  pn- 
vinces  1 

[Answer  not  recorded.] 

THIRD  HEADINGS. 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill,  Birds  PrcAectiai 
BilL 

CBOWN  GBANT8  BILL  (No.  1). 

The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1)  was  fnrOK 
considered  in  Committee  of  theWliole,repart«l 
to  the  Council,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  Hon.  Major  BichjuoDd, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  tin 
Hon.  Dr.  Menzi^,  and  the  .Hon.  Mr.  Sewell. 

The  Council  then  adjoutned. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPRESENTATIYB8. 
Wedntsday,  S7th  Augtut,  JMS. 


Native  AiTairs-^Noniinstied  Sapecintandenta  BID— 
t  Native  Lands  BUI  (No.  2). 

Mr.  Sfeaxxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pba'zbbs. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  moved  the  {oDowia( 
resolutions : — 

"  1.  That  this  House  has  taken  into  it*  moet 
serious  consideration  the  despatches  recently 
laid  on  its  table  from  His  Grace  the  Dnke  of 
Newcastle  to  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Gnry. 
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-especially  the  despatch  dated  the  26th  May, 
1863. 

"2.  That  this  House  teams,  from  the  con- 
tents of  those  despatches — 

"  (1.)  That  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment,  recog- 
nlzmg  that  the  govemment  of  the  Native  race 
by  the  Colonial  Office  has  failed,  has  resolved 
th&t  in  future  the  powers  and  responsibilities 
of  the  Crown  in  that  behalf  shall  be  exercised 
and  undertaken  by  the  Queen's  ordinary  Qovem- 
ment in  the  colony. 

"  (2.)  That  the  Imperial  Oovemment  will  in 
future  decline  to-contribute  towards  the  burden 
of  educating,  civilizing,  and  governing  the 
^Native  race  in  any  other  maimer  or  to  any 
greater  extent  than  by  remitting  the  contribu- 
tion towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Im- 
perial troops  in  the  colony,  which  the  colony  has 
undertaken  to  pay  to  the  extent  of  five  pounds 
a  head  for  every  man  so  employed. 

"  (3.)  That,  for  the  troops  at  present  stationed 
in  the  colony,  that  contribution  amonnts  to 
about  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  but 
thst  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Imperial  Qovem- 
ment shortly  to  recall  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  troop  so  employed,  and  to  that  extent 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  Imperial  aid  to 
the  colony. 

"  (4.)  That  no  ship  of  war  can  be  placed  at 
the  service  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Qeorge  Qrey, 
notwithstanding  that  His  Excellency's  presence 
is  .equally  needed  at  various  points  of  the  coast 
in  order  to  treat  with  the  Native  tribes ;  but 
that,  if  such  a  ship  of  war  is  required,  it  must 
be  provided  by  the  colony  out  of  its  own  re- 
sources. 

"(S.)  That  a  sum  amounting  to  nearly  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds,,  advanced  by  the 
Commissariat  chest  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Uilitia  during  the  last  war,  must  be  forthwith 
repaid  by  the  colony  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment ;  that  all  such  expenses  must  in  futvire 
be  paid  by  the  oolony ;  and  that  the  whole  cost 
of  constructing  the  military  road  to  the  Wai- 
kato  by  the  troops  must  be  refunded  in  like 
jaanner. 

"  (6.)  That  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  under 
the  imp&ssion  that  the  vt'ars  which  have 
hitherto  taken  plac^in  New  Zealand  werewars 
Iwtween  the  settlers  and  the  Natives,  and  vcere 
nndwtaken  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  colonists. 

"  (7.)  That  His  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  have  exhibited  a 
disinclination  to  make  such  sacrifices  as  they 
might  fairly  be  expected  to  make  in  defence'of 
their  own  lives  and  properties,  and  'in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Queen'^  authority  through- 
out  the  colony. 

!'3.  That  this  House,  being  of  opinion  that  in 
{he-divided  authority  heretofore  maintained  in 
the  government  of  the  colony  has  lain  one 
.main  cause  of  the  evils  under  which  the  co]ony 
has  laboured,  leams  with  great  pleasure  that 
that  source  of  disunion  and  disorder  has  been  put 
an  end  to,  and  that  the  administration  of  Na- 
tive affairs  will  in  future  be  conducted  in  the 
ordinary  manner  by  the  Queen's  Qovermuent 
vrithin  the  colony. 


"  4.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Hi» 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  has  been  greatly 
misinformed  as  to  the  nature,  origin,  ana 
objects  of  the  wars  in  New  Zealand,  and  t^t 
this  House  deems  it  right,  on  behalf  of  the 
colonists,  to  repudiate  the  charge  of  having  at 
any  time  obcasioned,  desired,  or  counselled 
such  wars ;  and  to  assert  that  such  wars  were 
undertaken  wholly  at  the  responsibility  of  the 
Queen's  representative  in  the  colony,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  accountable  solely  to  the  Imperial 
Qovemment,  and  when  the  Legislature  of  the 
oolony  had  no  control  over  his  actions. 

"  5.  That,  whilst  this  House  will  not  shrink 
from  the  grave  responsibilities  now  imposed 
upon  it,  it  deems  it  right  to  record  its  opinion 
that  an  act  of  great  injustice  will  bo  committed 
if  the  inhabitants  of  a  young  and  struggling  . 
colony  are  charged  with  the  whole  cost  of 
educating,  civilizmg,  and  governing  a  race  over 
whom  the  Government  of  the  Queen  and  the 
authority  of  the  law  have  as  yet  been  only  very 
partially  extended;  an  act  of  still  ereater  in- 
justice if  that  burden  be  thrown  on  the  colony 
at  a  time  when  the  cost,  the  di£Bculty,'and  the 
danger  of  the  task  have  been  vastly  increased  by 
past  government,  in  which  the  colony  has  had 
no  share,  and  for  which  it  has  been  in  no  degree 
responsible.  »    • 

"  6.  That,  whilst  this  House  recognizes  to 
the  full,  on  behalf  of  the  colonists,  the  duty  of 
defending  their  own  lives  and  properties,  it 
desires  to  express  its  conviction  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  Qiioiting  the  military  ardour  of  a 
colony  under  a  system  whioh  places  the  local 
forces  in  a  position  of  marked  inferiority  to  the 
Queen's  ordinal^  army,  not  only  in  the  per- 
formance of  military  duties,  but  also  in  the 
distribution  of  honours  and  rewards  due  to 
meritoriohs  service.  > 

"  7.  That  this  House  deems  it  necessary  to 
record  its  strong  conviction  that,  in  a  country 
where  the  adoption  of  any  particular  policy 
may  reqyire  the  aid  of  the  military  power.  It 
is  essential  that  the  Government  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  directing  that  policy  should 
be  armed'  with  the  control  of  the  military 
power  by  which  it  is  to  be  enforced ;  that  great 
calamities  have  already  fallen  upon  this  colony, 
wars  have  been  needlessly  prolonged,  lives  lost, 
and  treasure  squandered,  solely  for  the  want  of . 
some  local  authority  having  power  to  remove 
inefficient  and  incapable  commanders,  and  to 
intrust  the  execution  of  military  operations  to 
men  capable  of  conducting  them  to  a  successful 
issue.  This  Hones  is  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  safety  of  this  colony  imperatively  demands 
that  the  disposal  and  control  of  the  whole  of 
the  military  forces  within  its  limits  should  be 
absolutely  vested,  in  I{er  Majesty's  repre- 
sentative < 

*'  8.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  whole  of  the  relations 
between  the  Mother-country  and  the  colony  as 
to  the  extent  of  their  mutual  obligations  in 
respect  to  the  Native  race  demand  a  careful 
revision  and  adjustment.  That  such  adjust-, 
ment  should  be  based  upon  a  calculation  of 
the  whole  cost  of  reclaiming  the  Native  rtvca 
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from  barbarism,  and  completely  establishing 
the  Qneen's  authority  throughout  these  Islands ; 
that  the  share  of  this  cost  to  be  contributed  by 
ther  Mother-country  and  the  colony  respectively 
shoold  be  ascertained  by  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
interest  of  each  ih  the  result,  and  by  a  con- 
■ideration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  oost  and 
difficulty  of  the  work  has  been  increased  by 
the  government  of  the  Natives  during  past 
years ;  that,  in  consideration  of  a  money  con- 
tribution so  ascertained,  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment should  be  held  to  be  discharged  from  all 
future  obligation  in  respect  to  the  Native  race ; 
and  that,  in  consideration  of  the  colony  now 
undertaking  the  sole  management  of  Native 
affairs,  it  should  be  held  to  undertake  the  en- 
tire cost  and  responsibility  of  their  conduct  for 
the  future ;  that,  if  it  were  thought  desirable  that 
any  Imperial  troops  should  be  left  in  the  colony, 
the  whole  oost  of  such  troops  should  be  charged 
as  a  part  of  the  Imperial  contribution,  but 
that  this  arrangement  should  be  deemed  to 
refer  solely  to  the  Native  policy,  and  should  be 
distinct  from  and  in  nowise  prejudice  any 
arrangement  which  may  be  made  between  the 
Mother-country  and  the  colonies  generally  for 
settling  their  joint  contributions  towards  the 
military  defence  of  the  latter. 

"  9.  That  respectful  addresses  be  presented 
to  Eer  Majesty  and  to  both  Houses  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  setting  forth  the  views 
embodied  in  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

"  10.  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellenoy  the  Governor  praying  His 
Excellency  to  support  the  prayer  6f  such  peti- 
tions by  all  the  means  in  his  power. 

"  11.  That  it  is  desirable  that  a  Special  Com- 
missioner or  Commissioners  be  despatched  to 
England  to  lay  the  said  addresses  at  the  foot 
,  of  the  Throne  and  before  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  and  that  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  be  passed  empowering  the  said  Com- 
missioners to  act  for  and  t>n  behalf  of  the 
colony,  and  to  moke  all  such  arrangements  as 
ia&y  be  necessary  in  order  to  carry  the  objects 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  into  fml  effect,  and 
to  appear,  if  necessary,  by  counsel  before  the 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons." 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  Her  Majesty  in  reply  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  26th  of 
May,  1862;  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr. 
Jolm  Wilhamson,  Mr.  Stafford,  Major  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  I>Ulon  Bell,  Mr. 
Weld,  Mr.  J.  C.  Biohmond,  and  Mr.  Fita- 
Oerald. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

To  the  same  Committee  were  referred  Mr. 
FitzGerald's  resolutions  and  the  following  ad- 
dress to  Her  Majesty  proposed  to  be  moved  by 
Mr.  Domett : —    • 

"  Most  Gbaciods  SovEBEiaN, — 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the  X^gis- 
lative  Council  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of 
Kew  Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled,  in  all 
faithfulness  and  zeal  to  your  Majesty's  service, 
humbly  pray  your  Majesty's  interference  to 
Mr.  FitzOerald 


avert  from  this  colony  the  evils  with  which  it 
is  threatened. 

"From  a  despatch  just  received  from  yoat 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Coloniea, 
dated  26th  May,  1862,  we  have  learnt  with  deep 
concern  and  anxious  foreboding  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  your  Majesty's  Ooverunent  to 
relinquish  Vke  duty  of  governing  the  Nativs 
inhabitants  of  these  Islaads,  to  cast  the  whol* 
burden  and  responsibility  thereof  upon  our- 
selves, and  prematurely  to  withdraw  the  troop* 
neoessaty  for  the  protection  of  the  English 
settlements  and  the  maintenance  of  yocr 
Majesty's  authority. 

"  We  humbly  represent  to  your  Majeetir  tint 
this  course  would  be  fraught  with  injustioe  t» 
ourselves,  would  probablybring  the  settlement 
to  the  brmk  of  ruin,  and  issue  in  the  destroe- 
tion  of  the  Native  race. 

"  Had  the  evils  which  distract  this  oountiy 
been  produced  by  our  own  misgovemment  of 
the  Natives  it  might  have  been  considered  just 
to  throw  upon  us  the  obligation  to  remedy  aai 
remove  them.  But  from  the  first  settlemotf 
of  the  colony  the  Government  of  the  Natives 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  .your  Majesty's  repis- 
sentatives,  and  of  officers  responsible  to  then 
alone. '  An  absolute  control  over  any  legisb- 
tion  affecting  ths  Natives,  over  the  adminisbft- 
tion  of  laws  relating  to  them,  and  esbecially 
over  all  transactions  for  the  sale  and  disponi 
of  their  lands  has  been  strictly  retained  li; 
your  Majesty's  representatives,  under  Q» 
orders  of  successive  Secretaries  of  State ;  and 
the  settlers  as  a  body  seem  to  have  been  viewrf 
by  Government  as  objects'  of  suspicion  and  di>- 
trust,  to  preserve  the  Natives  from  whom  it 
was  necessary  to  ■pass  peculiar  enactments,  and 
to  establish  especial  protectorates. 

"  It  was  under  a  Government  condacted  cb 
these  principles  that  war  with,  the  Natim 
broke  out,  in  1845 — a  war  which  oommeneed 
with  an  act  on  the  part  of  the  insurgent  chief 
Heke,  the  cutting  down  of  the  Govemmait 
flagstaff — intended  as  a  distinct  r^ection  cf 
your  Majesty's  sovereignty.  This  was  unde- 
niably a  (Government  war,  and  not  a  settto^ 
war.  And  all  the  present  disturbances  halt 
arisen  either  from  a  desire  felt  by  the  Nalzns 
for  law  and  order  amon^  themselves — the  es- 
tablishment of  which,  vmile  the  Govemnwiit 
maintained  its  exclusive  right  to  govern  ihaa, 
devolved  as  a  duty  solely  upon  the  Gomib- 
ment — or  from  a  determination  to  found  a 
separate  nationality  —  a  sentiment  which  il 
antagonistic,  not  to  the  settlers,  but  to  the 
Oovenuuent,  and  kaa  naturally  manifastid 
itself  in  an  insurrection  against  Uie  latter,  Boi 
in  a  war  against  the  former. 

"  There  is  abundant  proof  of  the  conectnes 
of  this  view  in  despatohes  and  declaratioiii  of 
your  Majesty's  representatives  themselves.  And 
your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  d»- 
spotch  which  has  given  occasion  for  this  out 
humble  appeal  to  your  Majesty,  acknowledges 
that  the  system  of  keeping  the  management  <^ 
the  Natives  under  the  control  of  the  Home 
Government  to  the  exclusion  of  the  T!nglish 
settlers  has  proved  a  failure.    The  proof  of  this 
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fftilnre  is  assumed  to  be  the  present  disturbed 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  repudiation  of 
nor  Majesty's  sovereignty  by  so  many  of  the 
Natives.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  and  not  the  settlers  are  accountable  for 
the  evils  of  the  present  state  of  things. 

"^If,  then,  it  is  unjust  to  hold  us  responsible 
for  disorders  which  we  had  not  the  power  of 
preventing,  it  seems  still  more  unjust  as  well 
•8  impolitic  to  transfer  to  us  alone  the  obliga- 
tion to  extricate  the  colony  from  its  difficulties 
at  the  present  moment.  Had  the  Natives  been 
in  a  state  of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  of 
•oknowledged  allegiance  to  your  Majesty,  the 
transfer  of  authority  to  govern  them  or  of  the 
responsibility  attending  it  might  have  been 
accepted  by  us  with  gratitude  for  the  confidence 
displayed  in  us,  and  a  reasonable  anticipation 
of  favourable  results.  But  your  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  proposes  to  make  this  trans- 
fer at  a  time  when  the  exercise  of  the  duties  it 
involves  is  full  of  difficulty,  and  must  entail 
upon  the  colony  expenses  it  is  not  in  a  oondi- 
tien  to  bear,  and  dangers  it  cannot,  without  the 
aid  at  least  of  the  presence  of  your  Majesty's 
troops,  successfully  contend  with.  It  is  to  be 
made  at  a  time  when  a  large  body  of  the  Na- 
tives are  endeavouring  to  establish  a  separate 
nationality,  and  have  set  upli  "king,"  and 
raised  bands  of  armed  men  to  maintain  it; 
when  many  other  tribes  are  alienated  or  dis- 
affected ;  and  at  the  close  of  a  war  which  has 
failed  to  convince  the  Natives  of  the  superiority 
of  your  Majesty's  arms,  and  has  reduced  to 
a  mere  military  garrison  one  British  settle- 
ment, where  the  insurgent  Natives  at  this 
moment  hold  possession,  avowedly  by.  right 
of  conquest,  of  one  of  its  principal  agricultural 
districts,  which  had  been  occupied  and  culti- 
vated for  years  by  peaceful  and  industrious 
settlers. 

_  "  To  extricate  the  colony  from  these  diffioul- 
ttes  and  restore  tranquillity  and  prosperity  will, 
be  a  work  of  time,  involving  much  expense, 
and  require  a  firm,  and  cautions,  and  wise 
administration  of  government.  We  are  very 
sensible  of  the  prompt  skud  generous  assistance 
afforded  to  us  by  your  Majesty  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  insurrection  ;  and  oui  best  endea- 
vours will  always  be  loyally  and  cordially  given 
to  co-operate  and  assist,  to  the  best  of  our 
power,  your  Majesty's  repress  atative  in  this 
arduous  task.  But  we  cannot  think  it  just 
that  this  task  should  be  imposed  exclusively 
upon  ourselves,  and  that  the  powerful  aid  of  the 
Imperisd  Qovemment  should  be  withheld  from 
vs.  And  we  are  grieved  to  perceive  that  your 
Uajesty's  Secretary  of  State  appears  to  be 
mider  the  impression  that  there  is  a  disinclina- 
tion on  our  part  to  teJce  upon  ourselves  a  fair 
■hare  of  the  burden  of  the  defence  of  the 
eonntiy,  either  in  the  raising  of  money  or  men. 
The  losses  and  the  share  of  expenses  connected 
with  the  late  war  which  the  colony  has  borne 
or  is  called  upon  to  pay  amount  to  half  a 
million  sterling.  The  taxation  requisite  to 
meet  these  losses  and  demands  would,  with 
that  already  paid  by  the  colonists,  amount  to 
four  times  as  much,  for  every  individual  in  the 
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colony,  as  is  paid  per  head  by  the  people  of 
England ;  while,  vrith  regard  to  raising  men  for 
your  Majesty's  service,  the  number  of  Tara- 
naki  settlers  actually  engaged  in  military  ser- 
vice for  the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  amount 
to  more  than  three-fifths  of  the  male  popula- 
tion of  the  whole  piovinoe,  from  sixteen  yeara 
of  age  upwards. 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  seems  also  to  think 
that  the  colony  can  be  defended  by  Militia 
alone.  The  opinion  of  all  your  Majesty's  re- 
presentatives, of  the  Generals  and  military 
commanders  acquainted  with  the  country,  has 
often  been  given  against  this  view.  The  fact 
that  the  settlements  are  isolated  one  from 
another,  situated  at  great  distances  on  an  ex- 
tended line  of  sea-coast,  with  tracts  of  imper- 
vious wooded  and  mountainous  country  behind 
and  between  them,  but  inhabited  by  hordes  of 
warlike  Natives,  who,  occupying  a  central  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  them  all,  could  concentrate 
their  forces  to  attack  emy  one  of  them  sepa- 
rately, is  sufficient  to  show  the  impossibility  of 
any  Militia  force,  in  this  stage  of  the  colony's 
existence,  being  adequate  for  its  defence. 

"There  is  another  consideration  which  we 
humbly  venture  to  present  to  your  Majesty. 
If  the  colony  be  left  for  its  defence  to  its  own 
resources,  and  the  settlers  be  unaided  by  yonx 
Majesty's  Government,  it  will  be  obviously  im- 
possible for  them  to  assert  or  maintain  your 
Majesty's  sovereignty  over  the  large  porUons 
of  the  Northern  Island  not  occupied  by  them 
but  inhabited  by  the  aboriginiat  population. 
They  might,  in  self-defence,  be  obliged  to  con- 
fine theniselves  to  the  government  of  theii  own 
districts,  laying  down  lines  of  demarcation 
satside  of  which  the  Native  population  of  a 
country  comprising  a  large  e:^ent  of  sea-coast 
would  be  left  in  a  state  of  virtual  independence, 
a  position  which  might  lead  to  grave  complica- 
tions. 

"  Moreover,  if  the  settlers  were  thus  left  to  their 
own  defence,  any  war  that  might  arise  would 
degenerate  into  a  guerilla  warfare  of  continual 
surprises  and  massacres — the  ultimate  conse- 
quence of  which  would  bo,  after  incalculable 
loss  to  the  settlers  of  life  and  property,  the 
certain  extermination  of  the  Native  race. 

"  To  avoid  all  these  evils,  to  give  a  chance  for 
the  restoration  of  prosperity  to  the  colony,  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  settlers  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Native  race  we  implore 
your  Majesty  to  cause  this  proposal  of  your 
Majesty's  Government  tojwithdraw  its  support 
from  the  colony  to  be  reconsidered.  We  pray 
your  Majesty  to  direct  that  measures  may  m 
resolved  on  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  both 
races  inhabiting  these  Islands,  with  the  pre- 
servation in  its  mtegrity  of  this  portion  of  the 
Empire,  with  the  maintenance  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  Majesty's  Crown,  and  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  people  of  England." 

NOMINATED    SUPERINTENDENTS 
BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  nominated 
Superintendents  Bill. 
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IN  coimnTEE. 

Clause  9. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, To  omit  the  words  in  line  nine,  "  next 
preceding  the  passing  of  such  resolation,"  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  and 
shall  have  heen  passed  by  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil after  such  dissolution." 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  inserted  as  a  rider  after  the 
word  "  bj,"  in  the  foregoing  proposed  amend- 
ment :  "  a  majority  of  not  less  than  two- 
thirds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  Major  Richard- 
son's rider. 

Ates,  12. 
Bell  Moorhouse        Williamson,Jno 

Cargill  Ormond  Wood. 

Colenso  Renall  Teller. 

Dick  Thomson  Richardson. 

Oillies 

Ayes,  19. 
Atkinson  Monro,  D.  Watt 

Cookson  Kixon  Weld 

Curtis  Richmond,A.J.  Wells 

Domett  Richmond,  3.C.  Wilson. 

Oraham,  6.       Russell 
Graham,  R.       Stafford  Teller. 

Mason  Taylor,  W.  W.  FiUGerald. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Rider  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

ADJOCRItEO  DEBATE. 

On  the  debate  on  the  Native  Lands  Bill 
(No.  2)  being  resumed, 

Mr.  JOHM  WILLIAMSON  said,— The  Minis- 
ter for  Native  Affairs,  before  the  adjournment 
this  afternoon,  thought  proper  to  complain  of 
honourable  members  who  are  opposed  to  this 
Bill  asking  for  postponements  of  the  debate. 
Considering  the  very  serious  consequences 
which  depend  upon  the  final  determination  of 
the  House  upon  the  important  questions  in- 
volved in  this  measure,  honourable  members 
may  be  excused  for  urging  their  demands  for 
mature  deliberation  before  a  division  is  taken 
npon  it.  For  mjr  own  part,  I  have  not  felt  any 
difficulty  in  deciding  on  the  course  which  I 
ought  to  take  with  reference  to  the  Bill ;  but  I 
have  indeed  been  reluctant  to  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  offering  the  observations  which  I  wish 
to  present  to  the  House  before  my  honourable 
friend  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington,  who 
is  always  listened  to  with  pleasure  by  this 
House,  had  first  addressed  it.  It  appears  that 
the  representatives  of  the  Middle  Island  in  this 
House  have  concluded  that,  because  they  ob- 
serve that  the  majority  of  Northern  Island 
members  are  supporters  of  the  Bill,  there- 
fore the  bulk  of  the  people  of  this  Island  are 
in  favour  of  it.  I  sincerely  believe  that,  at 
least  in  the  province  a  portion  of  which  I  have 


the  honour  to  represent,  it  is  otherwise ;  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that,  although  it  ni»y 
be  found  that  only  a  minority  of  the  AncUsad 
representatives  wUl  divide  against  the  Bill,  it 
it  were  practicable  to  take  the  votes  of  the 
whole  of  the  electors  of  the  province  it  would 
be  found  that  a  very  large  majority  would  be 
opposed  to  it.    It  is  true  that  the  contrary  has 
Men  asserted  by  an  honourable  member  foroos 
of  the  Auckland  districts,  but  I  feel  asssnd 
that,  in  giving  his  support  to  this  Bill,  that 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  representing  tlM 
views  of  the  bulk  of  his  constitnency.    I  briicm 
that  the  measure  will  meet  with  general  disn- 
proval  in  the  Auckland  Province.    If  the  Bui 
in  its  present  form  becomes  law,  the  systemsfe 
colonization  of  that  province  will  be  at  an  end. 
The  honourable  member    for   the    Hntt  (Hi. 
Fitsherbert)  has  already  referred  to  the  finaa- 
cial  arrangements  of  1856,  and  regards  thisBjD 
as  a  breach  of  the  compact  then  entered  ink) 
between  the  Northern  and  the  Middle  Island. 
In  this  view  of  it  I  perfectly  agree  with  my 
honourable  friend,  and  I  regret  to  find  some  el 
the  very  men  who  were  parties  to  that  arraog*- 
ment  now  lending  their  aid   to    deprive  tiie 
Northern  Island  of   one  of   the  greatest  ad- 
vantages which   could   be  derived  from  ttst 
compact.    Th&  Auckland  representatives  «ho 
supported  the  resolutions  upon  which  that  ar- 
rangement was  based  were  at  the  time,  sad 
have  been  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  tacntad 
by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  the 
Hntt  with  having,  "for  a  mess  of  pottage,' 
sold  to  the  Middle  Island  the  interests  of  the 
Northern  Island — referring,  of  course,  to  tte 
refund  to  the  Province  of   Auckland  of  flte 
£45,000  which  had  been  unjustly  taken  fna 
its  Lsmd  Fund  and  applied  to  the  liqoidatioD  of 
the  New  Zealemd  Company's  debt.    Nov,  is 
my  own  part,  I  wish  to  say  that,  while  I  re- 
garded the  exemption  of  Auckland  bova  liaMlitj 
to  the  Compamr  as  one  of  the  advantages  wkidi 
would  accrue  m>m  the  financial  policy  of  ISSE, 
I  by  no  means  considered  that  as  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  that  policy.    That  which  I  admind 
most  in  it  was  the  means  that  it  supplied  tat 
the  acquisition,  by  purchase,  of  Native  laadi, 
and  the  liberty  to  the  Provincial  Legislatnre  to 
dispose   of  those  lands,  when  onoe  acqnized, 
in  such  manner  as  might  be  deemed  best  fa 
the  interests  of  the  province.    The  half-crowE- 
an-acre  contribution  to  the  general  rennH 
proposed  by  the  counter-resolutions  of  thii 
period  was  considered  by  myself  and  thoK 
with  whom  I  acted  at  the  time  as  highly  ok- 
jectionable,  inasmuch  as  a  charge  upon  tke 
land,  however  small,  would  prevent  the  Pte- 
vince'of  Auckland  from  disposing  of  its  land  to 
as  to  encourage  extensive  immigration  towai& 
its  shores.   It  was  on  the  faith  of  arrangemeoB 
then  made  between  the  two  Islands  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  burdens  of  the  colony  that  the 
plans  now  so  successfully  being  worked  oat  for 
the  settlement  of   the  Province  of  Auckland 
were  devised.    And  it  is  because  I  believe  that 
this  Bill  will  lead  to  the  destruction  of  those 
plans,  and  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  that  re- 
gular system  of  colonization  which  has  grcmn 
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«ii(  of  the  finanoi*!  ]^lioy  o{  1866,  that  I  am 
tompelled  to  regard  it  as  a  breach  of  the  com- 
{Mct  then  entered  into.    1  feel  assured  that,  if 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  in  this  House 
.represented  the  constituencies  in  the  Middle 
Ighnd  when  those  resolutions  were  passed,  and 
iriio  then  opposed  them,  were  now  here,  they 
noold  join  with  as  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  passing  of  a  law  which  virtually  renders  of 
little  present  value  the  arrangements  then  con- 
olnded.    If  I  am  not  mistaken  it  will  be  found 
that  an  honourable  gentleman,  once  a  membo: 
of  this  House,  who  now  occupies  a  seat  in 
another  place,  will,  if  for  no  other  than  this 
leaaon,  withhold  his  support  from  this  Bill. 
Cta  former   occasion;,   when   attempts   were 
made  to  induce  the  Assembly  to  consent  to  the 
^mrchase  of  land  from  the  Natives  by  private 
mdividnals,  and  when  the  Wellington  members 
ware  ready  to  yield  to  the  importunities  of  cer- 
tain Anckland  members,  provided  that  the  Pro- 
vince of   Wellington  were  excluded  from  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I  always  found 
the  representatives  of  the  Mididle  Island  ready 
to  resist  the  proposition ;  but  it  is  not  so  now. 
The  same  honourable  gentlemen  who  in  former 
sessions  assisted  those  who  opposed  the  direot- 
parchase  scheme,  are  now  to  be  found  in  the 
xaoka  of  those  who  are  the  warmest  supporters 
of  that  scheme.    Then  when  we  ask  what  is 
the  cause  of  this  change  of  opinion,  we  are  told 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  Northern  Island 
people  desire  some  measure  like  the  present ; 
that  the  rights  of  the  Natives  cannot  be  re- 
garded 80  long  as  they  are  compelled  to  sell  their 
iuid  only  to  the  Queen ;  that  the  disturbances 
which  have  so  severely   afflicted    this  Island 
have  arisen  out  of  this  monopoly  ;   that  the 
-cost  of  these  wars  falls  heavily  upon  the  people 
'of  the  Middle  Island, 'who  are  in  no  way  con- 
cerned in  the  disputes,  and  that  the  passing 
of  this  law  will  so  far  pacify  the  Natives  that 
no  future  disturbances  may  be  anticipated.    I 
consider  that  honourable  members  who  may 
be  led  to  support  this  Bill  by  such  considera- 
tions as  these  are  to  say  the  least,  labouring 
nnder  much  misapprehension.    I  have  already 
said  that  the  support  given  to  this  Bill  by 
honourable  gentlemen  who  represent  Auckland 
•constituencies  in  this  House  is  no  adequate 
indication  of  the  views  of  the  people  of  that 
province  on  this  question.    It  may  be  said  by 
my  honourable  friend  on  my  left  that  petitions 
have  on  former  occasions  been  presented  to  this 
Bouse  in  favour  of  direct  purchase.    I  do  not 
deny  that  in  the  Town  of  Auckland  a  petition 
may  have    been    signed,  but  I  do   say  that 
amongst  the  settlers  the  scheme  has   never 
been  regarded  with  favour,  but  witii  a  very 
different  feeling.    I  might  refer  to  that  large 
and  populous  district  represented  by  my  honour- 
Ale  friend  the  member  for  Marsden,  and  say, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that,  with  but 
very  few  exceptions  indeed,  the  people  of  that 
extensive  district   would  unhesitatingly  con- 
demn the  measure.     That  there  are  valuable 
and  enterprising  settlers  in  the  province  who 
have  long  and  earnestly  agitated  in  favour  of 
;gieater  facilities  for  obtaining  occupation  of 


Native  lands  as  outlets  for  their  increasing 
stock,  I  do  not  deny ;  and  I  can  sympathise 
with  men   who,  having  witnessed  the  great 
wealth  which  is  being  accumulated  by  mdi- 
viduals  possessing  large  runs  in  the  South,  re- 
gret that  sinular  opportunities  are  not  open  to 
them  in  the  North;    but  with  the  ordinary 
multitude  of  "  direct  purchase  "  advocates  I 
cannot  have  any  sympathy,  for  I  know  that 
such  individuals  as  may  have  it  in  their  power 
to  apply  capital  to  the  trade  in  Native  lands, 
which  this  Bill  would  open  up,  would  shortly 
become  possessors  of  vast  tracts  of  country  that 
in  their  hands,  would  continue  to  be  less  pro- 
ductive than  if  they  were  still  held  by  the 
Natives.    For,  while  in  the   South  the  large 
landholder  may,  without  fear  of  molestation, 
cover  his  extensive  run  with  sheep  and  cattle, 
the  runholder  in  the  North  will  probably  find 
on  every  hand  troublesome  Native  neighbonzg, 
objecting  to  the  trespass  of  his  stock  upon  their 
lands,  and  thus  invblving  him  in  expensive 
fencing.    Occupation  will  lead  to  disputes,  tjoi 
the  rifle  will,  under  the  plea  of  self-protection, 
be  apt  to  take  the  place  of  the  shepherd's  crook. 
So  that,  indeed,  serious  disputes  may  be  appre- 
hended ;  instead  of  one  "  little  war,"  we  may 
have  many  of  them,  the  continual  cost  of  which 
to  the  colony  cannot  now  be  safely  calculated. 
Some  honourable  members  contend  that  those 
who  oppose  this  Bill  are  continuing  to  deprive 
the  Natives  of  their  rights,  and  argue  that  a 
wrong  interpretation  has  been  given  in  practioe 
all  along  to  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.    I  think 
that  these  honourable  gentlemen  will  find,  on 
reference  to  judgments  given  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  colony,  that  the  Judges  main- 
tained that   the  true  interpretation  of   that 
Treaty  gave  to  the  Queen  the  sole  right  of  pre- 
emption.   And  I  have  always  considered  that 
that  was  the  meaning  which  was  desired  by  the 
framers  of  the  Treaty  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
minds  of   all  parties  concerned  in  it.     The 
gradual  acquisition  by  purchase  from  the  Na- 
tives of  their  surplus  lands,  for  the  purpose 
of  regular  British  colonization,  together  with 
the  protection  of  the  Natives  themselves,  were, 
the  groat  •bjeots  kept  in  view  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown  in  entering  into  that 
Treaty.    The  Proclamations  issued  by  the  Qo- 
vemors  of   the  period  against  irregular  pur- 
chases are  strong  enough  proof  of  this.    And, 
whilst  a  monopoly  of  the  lands  of  New  Zealand 
by  a  few  persons  in  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
and  by  those  who  happened  to  be  then  on  the 
spot,  was  thus  guarded  against,  I  think  it  may 
slso  be  maintained  that  the  Natives'  rights 
were  by  that  policy  really  protected.    Had  the 
irregular  purchases  which  were  going  on  prior 
to  the   Proclamation  of    1840  continued  un- 
checked, I  should  like  to  know,  from  those  who 
stand  up  as  advocates  of  the  Natives'  right  to 
sell    to  whom  they  please,   where   now   thoy 
would  be  possessed  of  any  land  at  all  to  sell. 
Their  lands,  which  have  been  saved  to  them  by 
the  operation  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  are 
becoming  of  higher  value  every  year,  according 
.as  the  blocks  which  they  have,  at  ever  so  small 
.a  .priee),  disfosed  of  to  the  Crown,  are  being 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614 


Native  Lands 


[HOUSE.] 


Bill  (No.  2).         [Auo.2T 


pened  up,  improved,  and  oocapied  by  indus- 
tnous  people.  I  canaot  believe  that  a  Treaty 
made  between  the  Queen  and  the  Native  in- 
habitants of  this  country  can  be  cancelled  by 
this  Assembly  in  the  summary  way  proposed 
by  this  Bill,  nor,  indeed,  however  much  this 
House  may  be  disposed  to  do  so,  is  it,  I 
think,  permitted  by  the  Constitution  Act :  the 
73rd  clause  of  that  Act  prohibits  the  Assembly 
from  passing  any  law  that  would  have  snob 
effect.    But,  even  if  we  were  empowered  to 

Eass  such  a  law,  I  would  venture  again  to  warn 
onourable  members  of  the  Northern  Island, 
and  especially  those  of  the  Anckland  Province, 
of  the  inexpediency  of  throwing  open  the 
Natives'  lands  to  indiscriminate  speculation. 
It  was  only  the  other  day  that  a  Bill  passed 
the  House  for  giving  four  additional  representa- 
tives to  the  Province  of  Otago ;  and,  no  doubt, 
if  the  goldfields  of  that  provmce  continue  to  be 
attractive,  population  there  will  increase  to 
that  degree  that,  by  next  session,  claims  will 
again  be  urged  for  a  still  further  addition  of 
members.  Well,  I  would  ask  my  honourable 
friends,  if  the  present  system  of  dealing  with 
the  waste  lands  be  interfered  with  by  the 
operation  of  this  Bill,  how  can  we  hope  that 
our  population  shall  keep  pace  with  that  of  the 
Middle  Island  ?  Our  goldnelds  are  not  of  that 
character  which  will  attract  large  numbers  of 
people.  Goromandel  quartz  reefs  are  no  doubt 
very  rich,  but  they  must  be  worked  by  the 
capitalists.  Alluvial  diggings,  if  they  do  exist, 
have  yet  to  be  discovered.  The  lands  which 
give  us  hope  of  securing  a  constant  supply  of 
permanent  population  will  pass  into,  the  hands 
of  a  few,  and  our  claim  for  a  larger  proportion 
of  representation  in  this  House  will,  on  the 
basis  of  increased  population,  be  comparatively 
groundless;  consequently  we  shall  find  that 
before  very  long  the  Middle  Island  people  will 
become  the  rulers  of  the  colony.  I  am  aware 
that  so  strong  is  the  antipathy  of  some  honour- 
able members  to  the  system  now  pursued  for 
colonizing  the  Province  of  Auckland  that  they 
vould  willingly  consent  to  any  measure  which 
vould  have  the  effect  of  putting  a  stop  to  it. 
Well,  I  can  tell  them  that  if  this  Bill  passes 
into  law  their  ends  will  be  accomplished.  For 
this  I  must  leave  these  honourable  members  to 
answer  to  their  constituents.  Their  conduct 
may  have  the  approval  of  a  few  believers  in  the 
advantages  of  "  direct  purchase ; "  but  I  believe 
they  will  be  condemned  by  the  many.  It  was 
the  pressure  of  a  few  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Government  of  the  day  that  caused  them  to 
yield  to  the  relaxation  of  Sir  Qeoige  Grey's 
arms  and  powder  regulations — a  proceeding 
against  which  every  right-thinking  person  ob- 
jected, and  which  led  to  sad  consequences.  It 
was  the  pressure  of  a  few  that  led  a  former 
Governor  to  waive  the  Crown's  right  of  pre- 
emption—  an  act  which  certainly  brought 
benefits  to  some,  but,  had  it  not  been  checked 
in  time,  would,  in  the  end,  have  caused  much 
confusion  and  evil.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
disapproved  of  the  acts  I  have  referred  to ;  and, 
feeling  that  a  wrong  step  is  about  to  be  taken 
now,  if  I  cannot  prevent  honourable  members 
Mr,  John  Wiilianuon 


from  taking  it,  I  must  be  pemutted  to  ma 
them  against  the  consequences  ntuch  I  but 
reason  to  fear  will  result.  That  scheme  oi  im- 
migration which  has  attracted  to  the  poit  of 
Auckland  dozens  of  the  largest  Engliih  ship, 
conveying  to  our  shores  thousands  of  indm- 
trious  passengers,  must  be  brought  to  a  dose. 
The  last  Home  mail  brought  the  inteUigent* 
of  the  departure  from  England  of  the  fiitt  de- 
tachment of  emigrants  who  axe  comiosoatb 
establish  a  most  important  special  colmif  in 
the  Kaipara  District  in  our  province ;  and  then 
are  to  be  followed  by  othen  in  regnludn&i 
periodically.  But,  in  the  face  of  the  pnnti 
competition  against  the  Government  mHm- 
raged  by  this  Bill,  the  uncertainty  of  obtkim^ 
land  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  those  emi- 
grants when  they  arrive  will  point  to  the  Pn- 
vincial  Government  the  duty  of  warning  tbeir 
agents  at  Home  to  desist  from  the  issued  lud- 
orders.  A  letter  which  I  hare  just  ncsnl 
from  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Waste  huit 
Department  at  Auckland  informs  me  thtt  tin 
principal  agenti  of  the  province  in  Englimd  a- 
ports  that  inquiries  respecting  ADcUsnd  br 
intending  emigrants  were  becoming  mote  in- 
merous ;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Wicte 
Lands  Commissioner  that,  if  the  "  direct  pm- 
chase "  system  which  this  Bill  aathoiiiet  bt 
legalized,  we  must  shut  up  the  Home  agencies 
altogether.  And  such  is  my  own  opinirai;  uj, 
indeed,  the  undisguised  opinion  of  those  of  n;, 
Auckland  friends  who  support  the  Bill.  I  atf 
be  allowed,  however,  to  warn  some  of  time 
honourable  gentlemen  that  competition  for  tte 
rich  prize  of  Native  lands  will  be  greater  tIttB 
they  imagine.  Australia's  wealthy  ct^sWisli 
will  seek  investments  here;  and  it  is  osir 
within  the  last  six-and-thirty  hours  tktt  I 
have  heard  of  companies  of  direct  pnchwa 
being  formed  at  Otago.  It  will  be  a  anf^ 
coincidence  if  the  progress  of  the  Proriactof 
Auckland  shskll  be  strrested  by  the  actioiKift 
Bill  introduced  by  the  same  honourable  gestli- 
man  who,  when  acting  on  behalf  of  tlie  Kff 
Zealand  Company,  in  1844,  attended  the  lid 
sales,  and,  becoming  the  purchaser  of  spntl 
of  land  at  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Aity  ul 
suburbs  of  Anckland,  was  then  accused  ol  lieiiC 
the  accomplice  of  tiie  Company  for  ane>ta| 
the  extension  and  progress  of  the  torn.  Ih 
money  of  these  Australian  and  Otago  (pea- 
lators  may  increase  the  circulation  of  ei^hS 
this  will  be  but  a  poor  compensatiao  to ^ 
province  for  the  loss  of  that  large  indostrisa 
population  of  permanent  settlers  which  tin 
present  system  would,  if  unchecked,  go  u  te 
supply.  But,  although  I  cannot  suppose  ttat 
anything  that  can  be  urged  against  this  d» 
sure  will  now  induce  the  present  GoTernna* 
to  abandon  nor  the  Honse  to  reject  i^J*< 
having  learned  that  it  is  the  Governor's  'am- 
tion  to  reserve  the  Bill  for  the  Queen's  a»i©t,l 
do  venture  to  entertcun  the  hope  that  Her  3u- 
jesty  will  not  be  advised  to  assent  to  it ;  tod, »» 
you  once  had  occasion  to  exult  over  the  disu- 
lowance  of  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  1856,  M« 
who  are  opposed  to  this  Bill  may  yet  he  awe  m 
great  exoltatioa  to  exclaim  that  ibe  Qneen  AM 
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keen  the  Mvioar  of  this  colony  in  her  rejection 
-of  this  measvire.  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
recoiding  my  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Ur.  WATT  said  the  last  speaker— the  Super- 
intendent of  Auckland — had  quoted  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  as  an  authority  on  this  sul^ 
ject,  and  he  (Mr.  Watt)  could  not  let  pass  the 
qtportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion  upon 
the  port  the  Bishop  had  taken  with  regard  to 
the  Kative  lands,  and  particularly  his  conduct 
with  respect  to  the  Taranaki  settlers,  whom  he 
had  more  than  once  maligned.  He  (Mr.  Watt) 
could  not  sib  still  and  hear  the  opinions  of  the 
right  reverend  gentleman  cited  as  a  guide  for 
the  House.  The  Bishop  was,  no  doubt,  a  man 
of  commanding  intellect,  but  he  was  also  a  man 
of  unbounded  ambition,  blind  to  any  other  view 
of  any  subject  than  his  own.  In  the  matter  of 
Mr.  Parris's  letter — which  was  first  private, 
then  public,  then  private,  sind  lastly  pubhc  again 

C'  as  suited  his  Lordship's  convenience — he 
degraded  his  holy  office  in  condescending 
to  become  a  political  partisan,  a  position  which 
had  been  admitted  to  him  (Mi'.  Watt)  in  Tara- 
Jiaki.  He  (Mr.  Watt)  attributed  the  present 
difBculties  with  the  Katives  in  a  great  part  to 
the  former  misguided  conduct  of  the  mission- 
sries  towards  the  settlers,  and  also  to  the 
translation  of  the  old  Testament  vrithout  com- 
mentary or  explanation,  in  which  the  Katives 
found  convenient  precedents  for  any  miscon- 
dact.  A  great  mistake  had  been  made  in 
giving  the  Katives  a  language-  in  which  they 
would  never  find  a  literature.  The  way  to 
civilize  them  was  to  teach  them  English. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  he  rose  with  very  great 
reluctance  to  address  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tion now  before  it.  The  debate  had  already 
extended  to  a  most  unusual-  length;  nearly 
-eTsrything  had  been  said  both  for  and  against 
the  Bill  that  could  be  said,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  he  was  at  all  likely  to  say  anything 
that  would  have  any  influence  on  the  result. 
He  should  not  have  troubled  the  House  had 
it  not  been  for  a  taunt  which  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  of  Auckland  threw  out 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  that  the  members 
-of  the  Province  of  Auckland  who  would  vote  to- 
night as  he  (Mr.  Wood)  intended  to  vote  were 
not  representing  the  views  and  wishes  of  their 
constituents.  Such  a  taunt  as  that  was,  in  his 
opinion,  most  unfair,  as  it  could  have  no  practi- 
dil  effect  in  this  debate ;  it  could  only  have 
'  been  levelled  for  the  purpose  of  lowering,  in  the 
eyes  of  any  simple  member  of  this  Hoiue,  if 
■  sneh  there  were,  the  position  of  those  members 
who  did  not  agree  upon  this  question  -with  his 
honourable  friend.  It  was  quite  impossible  for 
the  Superintendent  to  prove  his  assertion, 
■tnd  it  was  equally  impossible  for  him  (Mr. 
Wood)  to  disprove  it ;  but  he  thought  he  could 
go  a  long  way  in  the  latter  direction,  and 
that  he  would  be  able  to  show  that  such 
an  insinuation  was  altogether  groundless.  He 
■kid  that  a  prominent  feature  in  the  practice 
of  the  Qovetnment  of  which  his  honourable 
fnend  the  member  for  Bangitikei  was  at  the 
-h«*d  wu  the  recognition  of  the  fact,  not  on^ 


that  there  was  no  mystery  in  Kative  aSiura, 
but  that  also  there  was  no  mystery  in  Colonial 
afiairs.  The  course  which  the  late  Government 
intended  to  pursue  in  reference  to  the  legisla- 
tion to  be  submitted  to  the  House  during  thig 
session  was  tolerably  well  known,  the  main 
features  of  Sir  George  Grey's  plan  were  toler- 
ably well  known,  and  a  main  feature  of  that 
plan  was  that  the  Katives  should  have  secured 
to  them  the  right  of  property  in  their  own  lands ; 
that,  in  fact,  measures  should  be  taken  to 
enable  them  to  settle  the  vexed  question  of 
their  titles,  emd  then  to  allow  them  the  disposal 
of  their  own  property.  Kow,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  that  was  tolerably  well  imderstood 
by  the  public  at  large  at  Auckland.  He  him- 
self had  conversed  with  many  persons  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  found  no  one  objecting 
to  the  principle.  He  had  the  honour  of  living 
amongst  his  own  constituents,  and  he  was  per- 
fectly sure  that  if  there  had  been  any  general 
feeling,  or  he  would  say  oven  the  slightest  feel- 
ing, on  the  subject  there  was  little  doubt  he 
should  have  heard  of  it ;  but  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  stating  that  not  only  had  no 
objection  been  made,  but  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  very  strong  and  general  desire  had  been 
expressed  that  the  system  of  direct  purchase, 
combined  with  a  security  of  title,  should  be 
introduced,  and  the  present  Government  mo- 
nopoly be  at  once  abandoned.  The  existing 
system  had  been  decried  both  in  this  House  and 
out  of  it,  and  he  was  surprised  to  find  his 
honourable  friend  the  Supenntendent  of  Auck- 
land standing  almost  alone  in  his  attachment 
to  it.  It  was,  however,  not  only  in  reference 
to  his  own  constituents  that  he  could  speak, 
but  he  WEkS  enabled  to  show  what  were  the 
-views  of  the  Provincial  Council  on  the  subject. 
In  the  session  of  1860  a  resolution  was  moved 
by  Captain  Cooper  bearing  on  that  question. 
Captain  Cooper's  resolution  was  not  considered 
to  be  strong  enough  on  the  subject,  and  an 
amendment  was  moved,  by  Mr.  Richard  Buck- 
land,  he  believed — an  old  settler  and  an  exten- 
sive farmer  in  Auckland — directly  to  the  eSoct 
that  the  Superintendent  should  ascertain  from 
the  Governor  whether  His  Excellency  was  pre- 
pared to  carry  into  effect  the  4th  clause  of 
the  land  regulations,  so  that  private  individuals 
would  be  aJlowed  to  purchase  lands  from  the 
Katives.  That  amendment  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSOK.  —  Not  unani- 
mously. , 

Mr.  WOOD. — Carried,  at  any  rate,  without 
division,  there  WEkS  such  an  overwhelming  force 
of  opinion  in  the  Council  in  favour  of  it. 

l6.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON.  —  How  many 
members  were  present? 

Mr.  WOOD.  — The  debate  which  followed 
showed  very  clearly  that,  if  colonization  in  the 
Province  of  Auckland  was  to  go  on,  if  that 
settlement  was  to  be  no  longer  confined  within 
practically  its  present  narrow  limits,  it  could 
only  be  by  opening  the  very  valuable  lands  to 
private  enterprise,,  by  permitting  private  indi- 
viduals to  buy  from  the  Kative  owners.  He 
thought,  then,  that  he  had  shown,  as  far  aa. 
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under  the  oiroamstanoes  he  oonld  show,  th&t  the 
measure  now  before  the  House  was  not  one 
that  woald  be  generally  considered  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  province,  a  constitn- 
ency  in  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent. 
[The  honourable  member  then  addressed  him- 
self to  the  Bill  under  consideration.  He 
showed  that  the  measure  was  exactly  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, as  would  be  seen  by  the  memoranda  of 
Ministers,  signed  by  Mr.  Fox,  on  their  receipt 
from  His  Excellency  of  his  plan  for  the  civil 
government  of  the  Natives.  He  said  that,  if 
Sir  Qeorge  Qrey's  plan  was  to  be  reduced  from 
a  paper  scheme  to  practice,  if  that  plan  was  to 
be  productive  of  the  great  advantages  which 
all  believed  would  flow  from  it,  there  were,  in 
his  opinion,  two  things  necessary — roads,  in 
order  that  the  country  might  be  opened,  and 
the  security  to  the  Natives  of  their  own  pro- 
perty, to  give  them  an  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order,  which  they  would  not 
be  likely  to  preserve  unless  it  was  made  their 
interest  to  do  so.  He  went  on  to  show  the 
fallacy  of  some  of  the  arguments  that  had 
been  used,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
effect  this  measure  would  have  on  the  provin- 
cial revenues ;  and  he  concluded  by  an  appeal 
to  the  House  not  to  refuse  the  first  of)portumty 
that  had  been  given  to  it  of  passmg  a  law 
which,  more  than  any  other,  would  have  the 
effect  of  practically  carrying  out  the  view  which 
was  unanimously  expressed  the  other  day,  that 
the  great  object  the  House  should  have  m  view 
ma  the  amaJgamation  of  the  two  races  that  00- 
oinnrthis  country  into  one  united  people.] 

Mr.  WELLS  believed  that  the  wisest  policy 
tike  House  could  adopt  would  be  to  pass  this 
Bill,  treating  the  Natives  no  longer  as  minors 
bnt  as  men. 

Dr.  PEATHEBSTON  had  waited  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  others  before  he  expressed  his 
opinion  on  this  Bill.  He  was  fully  sensible 
that  it  would  be  utterly  useless  to  oppose  any 
measure  the  present  Ministry  determined  to 
carry,  but  he  would  fail  in  a  solemn  duty  if  he 
did  not  make  a  most  solemn  protest  against 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  It  would  en- 
tail ruin  on  the  Province  of  Wellington,  and 
be  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  colony.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
Bill  would  not  receive  the  assent  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  colony  would  be  saved  the  calamities 
which  such  a  measure  must  entail  upon  tis. 
Not  more  than  a  week  ago  the  House  had  re- 
pudiated eJl  responsibility  for  Native  policy, 
and  yet  to-day  were  prepared  to  pass  a  law 
which  they  knew,  from  the  highest  authorities, 
would  plunge  the  House  in  greater  difficulties 
with  regard  to  the  Home  Government  and  the 
Natives  than  any  they  had  yet  met  with. 
It  not  merely  abrogated,  but  abnegated,  the 
fundamental  principle  of  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tungi.  Ho  had  never  hesitated  in  declaring 
that  the  late  war  at  Teiranaki  originated  in 
the  late  Governor's  practical  denial  of  that 
Treaty ;  and  still  worse  results  would  follow  if 
this  measure  became  law.  If  the  House  could 
■waive  the  right  of  pre-emption  tiiay  could  w&ive 
Ur.Wood 


the  Queen's  right  of  sovereignty.  He  tionlS 
not  be  surprised,  indeed,  after  this,  to  ne  a 
measure  .brought  down  declaring  that  from 
Cknd  after  such  a  date  Queen  Victoria  should 
no  longer  be  the  sovereign  of  these  Islands, 
but  that  King  Potatou  should  reign  instwad. 
There  was  nothing  more  absurd,  he  ccxitended, 
in  waiving  the  one  right  than  the  other.  In 
the  one  they  gave  up  a  shadow,  in  the  ottar 
the  substance.  With  respect  to  the  plea  tbat 
had  been  urged,  that  justice  demanded  this 
concession,  he  confessed  it  sounded  remarkably 
well  to  say  all  men  should  be  equal — that  tiw 
Natives  shonld  have  a  perfect  right  to  Aeltais 
— that  we  should  recognize  the  Native  titie.  His 
friend  (Mr.  Domett)  was  one  of  those  who  aignsd 
that  the  Crown  had  made  a  great  Tnistakf  m 
recognizing  the  Natives'  claim  to  laad  at  iSL 
[In  support  of  this  statement  the  honoatabl* 
member  read  an  extract  from  what  was  knowc 
as  the  "  Monster  Petition  of  Cook  Strait"]  It 
appeeured  strange  that  that  honourable  gmlle- 
man  should  retract  the  opinion  exprrased  in 
that  petition  which  had  taken  him  lamt 
months  to  prepare.  [The  honourable  member 
then  read  extracts  from  Mr.  Justice  Clu^naii 
and  Sir  William  Martin,  on  the  extingajsk- 
ment  of  Native  title;  also  from  despiOdiai 
from  Earl  Grey] .  On  these  he  felt  no  com- 
ment was  necessary ;  they  were  the  weD-ooB- 
sidered  opinions  of  the  highest  authoritie*  as 
these  subjects,  and  he  therefore  consideRJ 
that  the  House  was  not  justified  in  defying  sD 
these  authorities  and  ignoring  the  great  jpna- 
ciples  that  had  been  recognized  and  estabbshcd 
for  a  period  of  at  least  three  oentniies ;  sad 
still  less  justified  in  setting  aside  one  al  tta 
fundamental  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi.  He  could  not  help  feeling  thattiie  flu 
now  proposed  was  not  the  plan  of  His  Exesi- 
lency  the  Governor,  but  the  concoction  of 
his  Ministers.  The  plan  proposed  by  the  Oo- 
vemorto  his  late  Ministers,  in  a  memorandoK 
to  be  found  in  the  printed  papers,  was  slto- 
gether  different  from  that  of  this  ^IL  It  vm 
this:: — 

" .  .  .  .  The  Civil  Commissioners  tad 
runanga  of  each  district  will  be  authorized  ti> 
report  the  size  of  the  farms  which  farmers  will 
require  in  that  district  for  the  purpose  of  can;- 
ing  on  their  calling,  whether  agrictiltuial  at 
pastoral,  reference  being  had  to  the  sitaatiic 
and  soil  of  each  district.  So  soon  as  the  bom- 
daries  and  ownership  of  any  lands  in  any  dis- 
trict have  been  ascertained  and  defined,  in 
accordance  with  the  regulation  of  the  ronaiigv 
and  have  been  registered  in  the  Civil  ConiEui- 
sioner's  Office,  and  approved  by  the  Gonot- 
ment,  the  Native  owners  will  he  permitted  ta 
dispose  of  any  such  lands,  or  part  of  such  VuA, 
not  exceeding  the  extent  of  one  faxm,  by  dinii 
sale  to  any  purchaser  who  may  be  approved  of 
by  the  Government  on  the  recommendatian  of 
the  runanga,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
agreed  on  between  the  seller  and  purchiuar. 
Such  purchaser  will  be  required  to  enter  into 
a  oontiact  to  occupy  personally  such  land  fat 
the  next  three  years,  not  being  absent  thsre- 
ttcaaim  more  man  six  weeks  in  the  whole  ia 
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tny  one  year  without  the  leave  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  previously  obtained,  under  penalty  of  a 
fine  not  exceeding  £300  in  each  case  of  ab- 
tenoe  without  leave.  At  the  expiration  of 
three  yecus  the  purohuet  will  receive  a  Crown 
grant  for  the  land,  and  will  then  be  authorized 
to  sell  the  land  to  any  approved  purchaser, 
lubject  to  the  same  condition  of  personal  occu- 
pation upon  which  he  held.  After  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years  from  the  original  purchase  of 
the  land  from  the  Native  owner  or  owners,  all 
ttipalations  regarding  personal  occupation  of 
die  land  aad  sale  to  approved  purchasers  will 
cease.  .     .     The  Native  owners  will  be 

permitted  to  lease  lands  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  be  decided  on  by  the  Go- 
vernment after  consultation  with  the  runanga 
of  the  district  in  which  the  lands  may  be 
situated." 

This  was  diametrically  opposed  to  the  plan 
now  submitted  to  the  House.  The  Governor's 
oUeot  was  to  induce  settlers  to  looate  them- 
selves, and  the  Natives  to  receive  them,  in 
Native  districts,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pro- 
vide against  land-sharking  ;  for,  by  the  restric- 
tions he  proposed,  speculation  in  land  was  ab- 
solutely prevented :  but  by  the  plan  now  before 
the  House  all  lands  were  to  be  thrown  open  to 
general  scramble.  It  declared,  in  fact,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Isind  to  which  Native  title 
had  not  been  extinguished  should  become  the 
prey  of  landsharks  and  land-jobbers.  He 
knew  that  certain  conditions  were  attached  to 
this  waiving  of  the  right  of  pre-emption — first, 
that  the  title  should  be  ascertained ;  and  se- 
condly, that  a  certificate  should  be  issued  be- 
fore any  person  was  entitled  to  purchase. 
But  any  one  must  see  that  these  were  the 
veriest  shams  —  conditions  that  would  be  ig- 
nored and  despised  by  both  Europeans  and 
Natives.  UnderCaptaonFitzroy  the  purchaser 
fint  bought  the  land,  and  then  claimed  the 
tndver  of  the  right  of  pre-emption ;  and  so  it 
would  be  under  this  Bill.  No  one  intending  to 
pnrchase  would  care  for  these  conditions,  but 
first  buy  the  land,  and  then  look  out  for  a  cer- 
tificate ;  and  as  often  as  Natives  had  applica- 
tions for  a  particular  piece  of  land,  so  often 
would  they  sell  it :  and  we  had  had  sufficient 
experience  of  what  the  consequences  would  be. 
So  graphically  had  they  been  described  by  Sir 
George  Grey  that  he  (Dr.  Featherston)  must 
claim  the  permission  of  the  House  to  read 
one  or  two  descriptions  given  in  a  despatch 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  dated  the  2l8t  June,  1846. 
[The  honourable  member  then  read  the  ez- 
tncts  in  question.]  There  could  be  but  one 
opinion,  then,  as  to  the  result  which  did  follow 
under  Captain  Fitaroy's  Proclamation ;  and  he 
(Dr.  Featherston)  saw  no  reason  why  similar 
consequences  should  not  be  anticipated  from 
the  proposed  system.  It  was  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable surprise  to  him  that,  after  Sir  George 
Giey  had  so  severely  condemned  the  course 
porsned  by  Captain  Fitzroy  in  1845 — after  he 
had  in  so  many  despatches  attributed  all  the 
disasters  and  diffioulties  in  which  he  found 
the  colony  in  1845,  to  Captain  Fitzroy's  having 
waived  th»  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption — and 


had  asserted  in  one  of  his  despatches  that  thia 
violation  would  alone  have  been  sufficient  to- 
insure  his  dismissal — after  all  this,  he  (Dr. 
Featherston)  was  surprised  that  this  Bill  should 
have  been  sent  down  to  the  House  with  the 
assent  of  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey.  It 
appeared  strange  that  the  principle  insisted 
upon  in  1846  should  now  be  styled  monstrous 
and  unjust ;  still  more  strange  that  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  which  in  1848  was  declared 
essential  for  proper  colonization  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Natives,  should  now  be  da- 
nonnced  as  an  insuperable  barrier  to  colonizing 
operations,  and  gnevous  hardship  to  the  Na- 
tives of  this  Island.  He  would  like  to  hear  to 
what  extent  the  Government  intended  to  carry 
out  these  principles.  If  the  present  system 
was  a  great  fraud  upon  the  Natives  now,  it 
must  have  been  so  in  former  times.  And,  if, 
by  means  of  waiver  of  pre-emption,  Natives 
were  in  future  to  be  allowed  to  gam  full  market 
value  for  their  lands,  those  who  during  the 
last  twenty  years  had  been  induced  to  part 
with  their  lands  at  from  Id.  to  6d.  an  acre, 
were  entitled  to  compensation.  Those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  now  declared  that  it  was 
simply  justice  that  the  Natives  should  have 
full  power  to  dispose  of  their  lands,  were  they 
not  bound  to  return  those  magnificent  terri- 
tories which  they  enjoyed  in  the  Middle  Island, 
purchased,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace (Mr.  Mantell)  had  told  the  House,  at  (k 
farthiiig  an  acre — bound  to  disgorge  their  ill- 
gotten  gains  ?  The  fact  was  that  no  sane  man 
believed  that  the  Natives  had  not  received  full 
value  for  the  lands  sold  by  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  land  having  no  value  but  what  it 
acquired  by  colonization ;  and  the  Government, 
however  high  the  price  of  land,  deriving  no 
profit  from  that  price,  which  was  returned  to 
the  land  in  the  shape  of  roads,  &c.  Also,  large 
sums  had  been  borrowed  on  the  socority  of  the 
lands  not  yet  purchased,  for  the  immediate  exe- 
cution of  puolic  works  which,  but  for  that 
anticipation  of  land  sales,  would  not  have 
been  executed  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
cry  of  injustice,  then,  was  simply  absurd.  Had 
the  pre-emption  system  not  existed  the  result 
would  have  been  that  the  land  would  have 
fallen,  for  mere  nominal  sums,  into  the  hands 
of  landsharks,  who  would  have  made  neither 
roads  nor  bridges,  but  held  the  land  in  em  idle 
state  in  the  hope  of  one  day  getting  a  large 
price  for  it.  Again,  he  protested  against  this 
scheme  because  it  was  not  merely  a  violation, 
but  an  absolute  abrogation,  of  the  financial 
compact  of  1856.  In  making  that  arrange- 
ment not  only  were  the  resources  of  each  pro- 
vince considered,  but  an  estimate  made  of  the 
comparative  resources  of  the  two  Islands;  and 
only  upon  that  estimate  the  arrangement  was 
proposed  and  agreed  to  that  the  Middle  Island 
should  take  upon  itself  the  Company's  debt, 
and  the  Northern  Island  the  cost  of  extinguish- 
ing the  Native  title  over  its  own  lands,  a  loan 
of  £500,000  being  raised  to  oarry  out  these  and 
minor  objects.  In  making  this  arrangement 
regard  was  had  to  the  quantity  of  land  m  each 
province  over  which  the  Native  title  had  not 
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teen  extinguished,  it  being  supposed  that  the 
£180,000  would  be  about  sufficient  to  extinguish 
Native  title.  It  would  not  be  contended  by 
those  honourable  members  who  were  here  in 
1856  that  that  arrangement  would  ever  hare 
been  proposed,  much  less  accepted,  had  it  not 
been  understood  that  the  Crown's  right  of  pre- 
emption was  to  be  reserved  to  the  provinces  of 
the  North  Island.  But,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  no  misunderstanding  of  the  view 
taken  of  it  by  honourable  members  now  on 
the  Treasury  bench,  he  should  appeal  to  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  confirm  the  statement  he  had  made. 
He  found  in  the  report  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's speech  on  that  occasion,  after  a  reference 
to  the  Middle  Island  deriving  no  profit  from 
the  £200,000  New  Zealand  Company's  debt, 
which  was  to  ba  charged  on  it,  the  words — 

"  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  money  raised 
for  the  purchase  of  land  in  the  North  Island 
would  all  be  spent  amongst  the  settlers  them- 
selves, would  be  invested  in  a  most  remunera- 
tive speculation.  And  what  would  the  sum 
buy  ?  In  the  North  Island  there  were  twenty- 
two  millions  of  acres  unpurchased  from  the 
Natives.  .  .  .  Taking  all  kinds  of  land 
together,  he  believed  that  3d.  an  acre  was  a 
fair  average  price  that  would  have  to  be  given 
to  the  Natives  for  it.  .  .  .  Well,  then, 
there  was  a  vast  amount  of  land  for  the 
Northern  Island,  too — that  is,  as  well  as  the 
Middle  Island — from  which  would  be  derived 
a  large  Land  Fund.  This  Land  Fund  would 
be  free  and  entirely  their  own.  He  thought 
the  scheme  not  only  fair,  but  liberal  towards 
the  Northern  Island,  and  would  therefore  vote 
for  it." 

He  (Dr.  Featherston)  thought  it  would 
not  be  conttmded  that  that  engagement 
was  binding  any  longer  than  its  conditions 
were  fulfilled ;  it  would  not  be  contended 
that  if  one  party,  without  the  consent  of 
the  other,  altered  any  part  of  it,  it  -  would 
be  binding  on  the  other.  It  was  only  for 
the  House  to  consider,  therefore,  if  this  was 
not  a  gross  violation  of  the  engagement  by 
which  every  province  was  to  have  its  own  land 
revenue,  it  being  understood  at  the  time  that 
the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  would  be 
maintained.  Under  this  scheme  it  was  pro- 
posed that,  instead  of  the  provinces  only  buy- 
ing the  land,  the  whole  world  was  to  go  into 
the  market,  the  whole  of  the  land  to  be  thrown 
open  to  direct  purchase,  and  made  the  scene  of 
a  general  scramble,  depriving  the  provinces  of 
the  only  means  of  canning  out  improvements, 
or  discharging  one  single  function  of  coloniza- 
tion. These  results  were  inevitable,  as  was 
stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  had  also  been  ad- 
mitted by  his  honourable  friend  the  Native 
Minister,  when  he,  in  his  place  the  other  day, 
declared  that  the  present  Bill  would  have  to  be 
reserved  for  the  Queen's  assent,  because  it  did 
impair  the  security  given  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
-vemment  for  the  half-million  loan. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  denied  this. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said,— well,  the  au- 
Dr.  Featherston 


thorities  already  quoted  were  sufficient.  Ina*- 
much,  then,  as  this  scheme  rendered  al]  Qo- 
vemment  land-purchase  impossible,  deptivBd 
each  province  of  the  most  valuable  poitum  of 
their  estates,  and  destroyed  all  future  land 
revenue,  he  said  it  was  a  virtual  abrogation  of 
the  financial  compact  of  1856.  When  a  pro- 
posal was  made  lately  by  Southland  to  cut  ot 
a  slice  from  Otago,  the  honourable  membee 
for  Dunedin  denounced  the  proposal  in  the 
strongest  terms ;  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Heathoote  took  a  similar  course :  yet  fa* 
(Dr.  Featherston)  regretted  to  heu  that  tber 
did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  they  woold  id 
far  sanction  the  present  scheme,  that  one  vooU 
vote  for  the  second  reading,  and  the  other  would 
not  vote  against  it. 

Major  RICHARDSON  explained  that  his 
reason  was,  that  the  House  bad  not  the  power 
to  interfere  in  this  matter  at  all ;  and,  if  tfa* 
honourable  members  opposing  the  Bill  ad- 
dressed the  Queen  upon  it,  he  would  cordially 
join  with  them  in  protesting  against  this  direct 
spoliation. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said  his  hononrahU 
friend  the  member,  for  Wairaiapa  had  ^xnra, 
the  other  evening,  the  effect  this  scheme  woald 
have  on  the  financial  prospects  of  the  province*. 
About  four  million  acres  of  land  in  the  Provinc* 
of  Wellington  were  still  unpurchased,  between 
two  and  three  millions  of  which  were  worthless, 
but  there  remained  a  million  and  a  half  sens, 
or  a  million  at  least,  comprising  the  richert 
lands  in  the  colony,  which  would  fetch  lOs.  or 
£1  an  acre.  He  appealed  to  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Canterbury  if  he  was  prepared  to  fix 
this  damage  on  the  Province  of  Wellington 
This  scheme  would  thus,  he  had  endeavooni 
to  show,  give  rise  to  all  the  evils  which  aieaa 
under  Fitzroy's  regulations — would  have  tiie 
effect  of  destroying  the  systematic  colonisatioa 
of  this  Island,  and  the  territorial  revenue  of 
the  provinces.  He  therefore  trusted  that  At 
honourable  members  for  the  Middle  Islaad 
would  really  pause  before  sanctioning  tfaii 
measure,  so  fraught  with  ruin  and  dai>f;ec, 
and  inflicting  so  great  an  injustice,  a^ 
violating  so  solemn  an  engagement.  He  had 
only  one  word  more  to  say,  and  he  said  H 
with  the  deepest  pain  and  regret.  If  this  Bill 
were  to  be  the  foundation  and  key-stone  ot  dw 
Native  policy  itself  of  the  Oovemor,  it  was  at 
any  rate  plain,  intelligible,  and  unmist^abia; 
and  he  declared  it  to  be  a  scheme  of  the  most 
gigantic  corruption  and  bribery — a  schema  ia 
which  they  evoked  the  worst  passions  of  faott 
races,  appealed  to  their  greed  of  grain ;  and  cos 
which,  mstead  of  allaying  the  existing  feeliagi 
of  distrust  and  suspicion,  would  bow  btoadcait 
the  seeds  of  dissension,  issuing  at  last  in  a 
war  of  extermination. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  felt  some  diffionltviii 
speaking  after  the  honourable  member  who  afti 
just  sat  down,  because,  while  he  agreed  oo 
most  points  with  the  '  theories '  which  tba 
honourable  member  had  so  ably  expounded,  ba 
had  in  practice,  as  was  apparent,  ta^en  a  ooozia 
entirely  oppc»ed  to  the  one  dictated  by  those 
theories.    With  respect  to  the  right  of  the  Ma- 
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tires  to  the  ownership  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
oolony,  he  did  not  difler  in  theory  from  the 
hononrable  member.  He  was  quite  contented 
with  the  opinions  of  Vattel  and  Dr.  Arnold 
qpoted  by  the  hononrable  member  for  Omata. 
He  had  often  argued  in  favoar  of  this  view  in  old 
days,  and  he  was  as  ready  to  do  so  now,  tboagh 
he  would  not  at  this  time  follow  out  the  course 
of  action  which  would  be  the  logical  conse- 
quence of  those  theories.  For,  however  correct 
our  theories  on  this  subject,  it  was  of  very  little 
use  nowGbdays  to  assert  and  prove  their  correct- 
ness by  dint  of  argument,  unless  we  could  get 
the  Natives  to  take  the  samo  view  as  ourselves. 
Bat  it  was  a  fsMst,  however  unfortunate,  that 
the  Maoris  did  not  care  for  Vattel,  nor  Puffen- 
dorf,  nor  even  Dr.  Arnold.  The  Natives  held  a 
different  theory,  and  had  been  taught  even  by 
ourselves  to  hold  it.  It  had  been  instilled  into 
tb«m  by  the  very  first  whalers  or  runaways  who 
settled  upon  these  shores,  and  by  all  that  class 
of  people  to  whom  the  nickname  of  "  land- 
thuks"  had  been  applied.  For  when  these 
latter  used  to  purchase  after  a  fashion  all  the 
country  that  they  could  see  from  one  mountain 
range  to  another,  did  they  not  show  the  Na- 
tives that  they  rocognized  their  absolute  owner- 
ship in  all  the  country  so  viewed  ?  The  mis- 
sionaries had  sedulously  encouraged  the  same 
view ;  and,  even  had  the  Natives  not  held  it 
originally,  as  was  often  asserted,  the  English 
Government  itself,  by  its  proceedings,  must 
have  forced  them  to  adopt  it ;  for  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi — and  he  would  say  that  for  that 
Treaty  he  bod  no  more  respect  than  he  had 
when  he  wrote  those  passages  near  twenty  years 
ago  which  the  honourable  member  had  raked 
up  to  quote  aginst  him — the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi expressly  declared  the  absolute  ownership 
of  the  Natives  in  the  lands  of  the  country.  But 
there  was  something  mean,  insidious,  and 
almost  dishonest  in  the  Treaty.  For,  while 
thus  professing  to  acknowledge  their  ownership, 
it  gave  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  Queen 
which  took  away  all  the  value  of  the  ownership. 
Every  old  settler  remembered  how  the  Treaty 
was  explained  to  the  Natives.  There  was  a 
famous  expression  of  a  chief,  named  Nopera, 
which  stuck  in  his  (Mr.  Domett's)  memory — 
"  The  shadow  of  the  land  goes  to  the  Queen — the 
substance  remains  with  us."  But  tiie  Natives 
V>on  discovered  that  they  could  not  get  a 
tenth  of  the  value  of  the  lands  from  the  Go- 
vernment which  had  declared  them  the  own- 
en —  so  that  a  very  substantial  shadow  went 
to  the  Queen.  Thus,  while  the  Treaty  had 
itself  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  Natives  the 
idea  of  their  absolute  ownorship  in  the  land,  it 
bad  deprived  them,  at  the  same  time,  of  most 
of  the  substantial  benefits  of  that  ownership. 
The  necessary  consequence  was  a  deep  sense  of 
"wrong  in  the  Natives — a  feeling  that  they  had 
been  unjustly  dealt  with.  This  feeling  had 
been  growing  up  for  a  long  time ;  and  it  was  of 
no  use  for  us  to  endeavour  to  impress  npon 
them  our  theories  of  colonization  as  a  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  the  money  value  of  tneir 
land.  He  (Mr.  Domett)  had  been  much  struck 
wiUi  Ml  observation  made  the  other  night  by 


his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wallace 
(Mr.  Mantell),  who  had  had  much  experience 
in  purchasing  Native  lands.  That  honourable 
member  had  told  the  House,  that  when  the 
Natives  complained  of  the  fact  that  the  Oo- 
vemment  sold  the  land  at  so  much  higher 
prices  than  they  gave  the  Natives  for  it,  he 
used  to  answer  that  the  additional  price  went 
to  make  roads  and  bridges,  and  to  people  the 
country ;  and  then  that  the  retort  of  the  Na- 
tives used  to  be,  "  But  why  make  us  pay  for  all 
this  out  of  the  value  of  our  lands  ?  "  Now,  if 
the  Natives  so  many  years  ago  had  been  acute 
enough — and  no  one  could  doubt  the  fact  after 
the  honourable  member's  statement — to  take 
such  a  view  of  the  transaction,  was  it  to  be 
vrondorcd  at  that  they  had  now  come  to  con- 
sider it  a  burning  injustice— one  which  they 
would  not  tolerate  if  they  could  help  it  any 
longer  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton (Dr.  Featherston)  had  done  him  the  honour 
to  quote  a  political  maxim  of  his  (Mr.  Domett's) 
expressed  in  that  House  some  years  ago,  with 
high  approbation ;  and  he  (Mr.  Domett)  would 
now  venture  to  oi^er  another,  which  he  had  got 
from  experience,  not  from  books — though,  for 
anything  he  knew,  it  might  be  found  in  a  thou- 
sand— for  the  honourable  member's  considera- 
tion. It  was  this :  that,  in  governing  masses  of 
men,  we  must  look  upon  a  wrong  really  felt  as  a 
real  wrong.  It  mattered  not  that,  on  abstract 
principles  of  justice  or  theories  of  right,  it 
ought  not  to  be  considered  a  wrong — if  it  was 
really  felt  by  them  as  a  wrong,  then  it  must 
be  treated  as  a  real  wrong.  And  this  was 
the  case  with  the  Maoris  and  their  feeling 
about  the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption.  The 
principal  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill  was, 
that  it  would  remove  this  burning  sense  of 
wrong — this  great  practical  grievance — and 
with  it  much  or  all  of  the  Native  distrust  in  the 
British  Oovemment ;  for  all  the  papers  before 
the  House  showed  that  this  was '  a  principal 
cause  of  their  distrust.  To  restore  their  con- 
fidence in  the  Government,  this  was  on  all 
hands  acknowledged  to  be  the  great  step  towards 
getting  rid  of  the  Native  difiiculty.  That  it 
would  help  to  do  this  was  the  principal  argu- 
ment for  the  Bill ;  and  the  principal  one 
against  it  was  that  it  would  prevent  regular  and 
systematic  colonization.  But  if  this  latter 
could  only  be  secured  at  the  cost  of  continuing 
a  great  practical  wrong,  then  we  had  no  course 
but  to  let  it  go.  No  one  could  deny  that  it 
was  better  to  give  up  schemes  of  colonization 
than  to  keep  up  this  constant  irritation  of  the 
Native  mind.  But,  after  all,  what  was  it  that 
we  should  give  up  ?  It  could  be  no  great  sacri- 
fice to  give  up  a  system  which  had  almost  come 
to  an  end — to  abandon  the  feeble  attempts  at 
colonization  being  made  at  present,  which  the 
Natives'  refusal  to  sell  their  land  on  the  pre- 
sent terms  had  virtually  put  a  stop  to.  No 
one  could  pretend  that  the  colonization  of  the 
Northern  Island  was  going  on  successfully 
tinder  this  system.  The  system  was  crippled, 
feeble,  dying  out.  Nor  could  he  believe  that 
there  was  BO  much  prospect  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Feaiherston)  ao- 
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quiring  land  as  he  seemed  to  believe.  The 
altematiTe  proposed  was  not  the  best  mode  of 
colonization,  certainly;  bnt  there  wonld  be 
colonization  still,  and  perhaps  rapid,  though 
iiregvilar,  colonisation.  Thus  better  effects 
womd  be  prodaced  than  under  the  system  going 
on,  or,  rather,  not  going  on,  at  present — for 
any  colonization  vas  better  than  none.  His 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Omata  had 
said  we  had  been  colonizing  on  a  regular  sys- 
tem hitherto — though  no  doubt  he  allowed  it 
it  a  failure — and  that  now  he  supposed  coloniza- 
tion was  to  be  carried  on  "  as  it  pleased  Ood." 
The  honourable  member  for  Omata  trusted 
that  the  results  would  be  successful.  But  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert)  seemed  to  repudiate  this  idea  alto- 
gether. He  would  not  leave  colonization  to  go 
on  in  that  way  without  a  good  struggle,  which 
seems'  as  much  as  to  say  he  would  not  trust  in 
God  without  a  struggle  for  it.  He  (Mr.  Domett) 
thought  that  colonization  had  always  gone  on 
in  that  way.  At  least  the  honourable  member 
wonld  not  deny  that  "  there's  a  Divinity  that 
shapes  our  ends  rough-hew  them  how  we  will." 
We  had  rougb-hewed  out  very  fine  schemes  of 
colonization  by  taking,  at  a  small  price,  the 
Native  lands ;  but  our  schemes  had  been  shaped 
to  quite  other  ends,  so  we  had  now  to  abandon 
them,  and  adopt  the  ends  forced  upon  us,  to 
allow  the  Native  title  to  the  land,  and  get  on 
with  colonization  by  that  method.  To  that 
oondasion  he  had  come,  even  though  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  might 
charge  him  (Mr.  Domett),  in  doing  so,  with 
recanting  his  former  opinions  on  this  subject. 
He  had,  however,  said  enough,  he  hoped,  to 
show  he  hod  recanted  none  of  his  opinions  in 
acknowledging  that  the  force  of  circumstances 
required  a  course  of  action  contrary  to  that 
which  those  opinions  seemed  to  point  out.  He 
had  precedents  enough  to  warrant  him,  if 
necessary,  in  thus  giving  way  to  circumstances, 
and  throwing  overlraord  impracticable  theories, 
however  cherished.  We  little  men  might 
shelter  ourselves  under  the  towering  and  wide- 
Bpreading  reputations  of  the  great  ones  of  the 
eacth.  And  he  would  point  the  House  to  the 
conduct  of  two  of  the  greatest  public  men  of 
this  century  for  examples  of  action  in  contra- 
diction of  ibeit  avowed  theoretical  principles. 
One  of  these  was  that  great  Duke  of  whom  the 
poet  had  most  truly  said, — 

He  never  sold  the  truth  to  serve  the  hoar. 
Nor  p&lier'd  with  eternal  Ood  for  power. 

Well,  that  great  man  passed  the  famous  mea^ 
sure  for  Catholic  Emancipation,  which  al\  his 
life  he  had  been  opposed  to.  And  why  ?  Be- 
cause to  maintain  it  any  longer,  he  declared, 
wonld  have  produced  civil  war — the  greatest 
possible  evil  that  could  afBict  a  country. 
Now,  the  maintenance  of  the  Queen's  right  of 
pre-emption  had  produced,  or  been  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  producing,  actual  civil  vrar  in 
this  country.  If  the  Duke  of  Wellington  oould 
give  up  acting  on  principles  and  convictions 
based  on  the  deepest  feelings  of  the  human 
heart  because  to  maintain  them  threatened 
avil  war,  might  we  not,  in  a  comparatively 
Mr.  Domett 


superficial  sabject,  give  np  aotiog  on  ow 
theories,  when  civil  war  had  been  produced,  at, 
at  least,  peace  was  prevented,  by  them  7  £i«y- 
body  knew,  too,  how  Sir  Bobert  Peel  hid  ^ 
nounced  inevitable  ruin  to  the  oountiy  if  tha 
Oom  Laws  were  abolished ;  yet,  when  he  ioimd 
a  necessity  to  do  it,  he  bowed  to  the  necenit;, 
and  did  the  best  he  could  for  the  ooontiy.  ^ 
the  question  was  all  a  trifle  whether  he  (Hl 
Domett)  had  "recanted"  his  opinions  or  not 
The  real  question  was,  is  what  we  are  sow 
doing  the  best  thing  for  the  country?  He  mH 
it  was ;  sind  if  honourable  members  oppoele 
thouf^t  he  recanted  his  opinions  in  saying  n, 
they  were  quite  welcome  to  think  so.  He  w 
glad  to  let  them  have  that  little  satisfactioo- 
if  it  were  such — and  hoped  it  would  tend  b 
allay  their  irritation  against  the  Bill.  But  to 
go  to  another  objection.  If,  by  this  simple  sn 
of  justice,  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  wu,utlie 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  had  itii, 
"  torn  in  shreds,"  then  the  Treaty  most  hat 
been  what  he  (Mr.  Domett)  had  alwaya  ooi- 
sidered  it — "  a  sham ;"  for  it  declared  the  Ks- 
tives  should  have  full  ownership  of  their  Uadi, 
and  this  Bill  gave  nothing  more.  And  tbe 
right  of  pre-emption  might  fairly,  after  tH,  be 
construed  as  simply  a  right  to  have  the  fint 
offer,  and  if  the  offer  was  ref need  any  one  ^ 
might  come  in  and  take  it.  Pre-emptioD  sv 
one  thing — sole  emption  quite  another.  Tba 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellingtoa  hid 
read  certain  remarks  of  his  (Mr.  Domett's) 
about  the  financial  arrangement  of  1856.  Tit 
upshot  of  those  remarks  was,  he  believed,  tlitt 
the  Northern  Island  had  had  the  best  U  tU 
bargain — on  several  grounds.  One  of  thesemi 
that  all  the  money  given  to  them  for  the  pa- 
chase  of  lands  was  spent  in  the  Island,  ud 
came  back  to  them;  while  the  £300,000 (aid 
by  the  Middle  Island  went  abeolntel;  sn; 
from  them  for  ever  to  the  New  Zealand  Cosi- 
pany  in  England.  He  was  of  the  same  opuiias 
still,  and,  if  allowing  the  Natives  to  sell  did  not 
restore  the  balance,  it  must  be  remembenl 
that  the  presence  of  the  Natives  had  osBCtd 
far  more  expenditure  of  public  moneT— is 
troops  alone — in  the  Northern  Island  sineetb 
commencement  of  the  colony  than  had  ujA 
been  received  as  Liand  Fund  in  the  Ui^ 
Island,  if  that  of  all  the  provinces  woe  ftt 
together.  There  was  no  doubt  about  this,  mt 
that  great  amounts  on  the  same  account  wooU 
still  have  to  be  spent  in  the  Northem  Iiiud. 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
West  (Mr.  John  Williamson)  had  pnpaB- 
cated  disastrous  results  from  the  opentioii  d 
this  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Domett)  had,  he  oonfeaei 
formerly  thought  that  that  would  be  the  resah. 
But  the  fact  announced  by  his  honoaistife 
friend  the  Native  Minister,  tiiat  more  tlu 
half  a  million  ewres  of  land  acquired  by  dinct 
purchase  from  the  Natives  had  gone  tbmigli 
his  Court  without  any  material  diqwte,  thos^ 
the  land  had  been  purchased  so  many  yeso 
ago,  had  more  than  anything  else  stsggtnd 
him  in  this  opinicm.  If  land  could  beaomU 
bought,  witliout  any  dasgerous  lesolti,  >> 
fonnec  days,  why  oeold  it  not  be  done  Mi*. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I86S.] 


Natio6  Lands 


[HOUSB.] 


Bill  (No.  8). 


651 


Ibe  bonouiable  member  for  WeUlngton.  bad 
IMid  quotations  from  Sir  Oeorge  Orey'a  de- 
nwtohes  in  old  days  condemning  tiie  system  of 
unot  porcbase,  in  doing  which  he  was  only 
•Kptessing  what  was,  no  doubt,  the  general 
fading  of  almost  every  one  who  then  took  part 
ik  the  direction  of  aSalts.  Bnt  the  chief  objeo- 
tkm  made  by  Sir  Oeorge  Orey  in  the  passage 
nad  was,  that  the  Natives  would  make  im^ 
{ravidant  sales.  There  was  no  fear  of  that 
aowadAys;  nor  would  the  Eurojraans  get  the 
taad  of  the  Natives  very  mnch  under  its  real 
nhie,  ao  that  the  objection  made  by  Sir  George 
Qcey  wonld  be  now  removed.  He  would  oiUy 
Mmafk,  farther,  on  the  hopes  some  honourable 
toembeiB  seemed  to  entertain  that  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  would  not  consent  to  any  measure 
admitting  direct  purchase  from  the  Natives. 
To  disabuse  their  minds  of  this  idea  he  would 
read  one  short  extract  from  a  despatch  of  the 
BoUe  Duke's,  dated  the  6th  June,  1861.  The 
octraot  was  to  the  effect  that  Her  Majesty's 
IGnisters — 

— "will  be  prepared,  to  the  extent  which  you 
(Sir  Oeorge  Orey]  may  think  wise,  to  waive  the 
Mtioas  objections  to  such  changes  as  those  pro- 
posed by  the  Native  Territorial  Bights  Act  of 
1868  which  led  to  the  non-confirmation  of  that 
measnre.  They  will  accordingly  be  willing  to 
•osent  to  any  prudent  plan  for  the  individuaSza- 
tkm  of  Native  title  and  for  direct  purchase, 
vnder  proper  safeguards,  of  Native  lands  by 
individual  settlers  which  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament  may  wish  to  adopt." 

Thus  it  was  undeniable  that  His  Grace 
wonld  consent  to  the  system,  under  proper  con- 
ditu»8  and  safeguards,  which  might  be  added 
ia  Committee,  and  to  which  the  Government 
troold  not  object,  if  the  present  Bill  did  not 
wrmtfttn  enongb.  They  were  now  only  contend- 
ing for  the  adoption  of  the  general  principle. 
He  would  trouble  the  House  no  further,  but 
leave  these  and  all  other  objections  to  his 
kanonrable  friend  the  Native  Minister,  who 
-would  no  donbt  give  a  good  account  of  them. 
The  Bill  was  a  practical  remedy  for  a  great 
{cactical  grievance,  and,  as  such,  he  trusted 
tlM  House  would  not  refuse  its  assent  to  its 
being  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CARGILL  expressed  his  intention  of  not 

voting  either  for  or  against  the  Bill,  as,  while 

"be  did  not  approve  of  the  Bill,  he  did  not  wish 

to  tiizow  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying 

ont  tiie  Government  policy. 

Mr.  WILSON  believed  the  House  was  now 
Athren  to  the  point  that  it  must  pass  snoh  a 
BMsstize  as  this.  A  great  mistake  had  been 
made  when  they  recognized  the  right  of  a  lot 
of  savages  to  lands  which  they  had  never  seen, 
aad  the  next  great  mistake  had  been  in  not 
ararcising  that  right  of  pre-emption  which  was 
wisehr  pat  into  tiie  Treatv  of  Waitangi.  He 
Aooid  vote  for  this  Bill,  because  those  most 
later  asted  and  most  acquainted  with  these 
qoestions  told  him  that  it  would  be  a  panacea 
Jos  the  evils  now  existing.  The  honourable 
SBembera  for  AncUand  Province  were  for  the 
most  port  in  favour  of  the  Kll,  and  the  hononr- 
gMe  members  for  WeUtegton  were  against  it ; 


but  he  thought  most  weight  was  to  be  attached 
to  the  opinions  of  the  Auckland  members,  as 
they  were  not,  like  those  of  Wellington,  fonnd 
voting  upon  every  question  in  a  ruck. 

Mr.  CURTIS  supported  the  Bill,  believing  it 
to  be  the  most  important  peurt  of  Sir  Oeorge 
Grey's  Native  policy. 

Mr.  JAMES  WILLIAMSON  also  supported 
the  Bill,  believing  in  its  practicability  and  the 
benefits  that  wonld  arise  from  its  working.  He 
had  seen  the  operation  of  the  system  of  direct 
purchase  under  Fitzroy's  Proclamation,  in  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  which  had  been  greatly 
advantaged  by  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  would  not  feel  himself 
justified  in  giving  a  silent  vote  on  this  occa- 
sion, bnt  he  had  hitherto  been  waiting  to  hear 
what  argument  would  be  advancedby  other 
honourable  members  for  and  against  this  Bill, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  have  heard  a  great  deal  of 
'  false  argument  on  both  sides.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  if  they  did  not  concede  to  the 
Natives  everything  which  was  due  to-  them 
they  would  never  succeed  in  restoring  that  con- 
fidence which  must  be  the  basis  of  satisfactory 
relations  between  the  two  races.  He  denied 
the  assertion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Heathcote,  that  the  policy  they  had  been  pur- 
suing was  a  failure,  and  he  hoped  the  present 
Ministry  would  pursue  that  policy.  No  sup- 
port would  they  have  from  him  if  they  did  not. 
With  reference  to  the  Native  Minister's  appeal 
to  him,  by  his  previously-expressed  opinion  and 
the  name  he  had  with  the  Natives,  not  to  vote 
against  this  Bill,  the  honourable  member 
would  search  in  vain  for  any  opinion  of  his 
(Mr.  Fox's)  in  favour  of  adopting  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this  for  the  disposal  of  the  Native 
lands  after  their  titles  had  been  ascertained. 
His  plan  was  quite  a  different  one.  [To  prove 
this  the  honourable  member  quoted  minutes 
recording  the  opinion  of  the  late  Ministry  on. 
the  subject.]  He  had  never  expressed  himself 
in  favour  of  indiscriminately  throwing  open 
the  lands  to  general  scramble,  by  the  bare 
withdrawal  of  the  right  of  pre-emption,  with- 
out conditions  of  any  sort.  Nothing  in  this  Bill 
would  prevent  a  single  individual  from  buy- 
ing the  whole  Ahuriri  Plains,  leaving  the  coun- 
try, and  returning  twenty  years  after  to  sell  at 
a  great  profit,  the  whole  of  that  beautiful  land 
remaining  in  the  meantime  uncultivated  and 
idle.  He  further  argued  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  could  not  waive  the  Queen's  right  of  pre- 
emption ;  but  the  ImperisI  Parliament  must- 
be  asked  to  repeal  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, . 
and  the  73rd  clause  of  the  Constitution  Act. 
Until,  then,  the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  an 
Act  confirmatory  of  this,  it  wonld  be  no  more 
than  waste  pai>er ;  and  he  did  not  believe  they 
would  do  that,  for  it  was  a  hasty,  ill-con- 
sidered, and  imperfect  Bill,  brought  m  entirely 
without  that  grave  and  caxeful  consideration 
which  the  Bill  of  the  late  Ministry  had  received. 
Rather  than  have  introdueed  the  Bill  in  such 
a  shape  the  Ministry  should  have  asked  for  a 
short  adjournment  of  the  House  to  give  them 
time  to  consider  it.  There  was  much  in  the 
Bill  that  he  approved  of,  and  he  had  no  great  - 
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objection  to  it  bo  far  as  the  system  for  the 
ascertainment  of  title  went,  bat  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  was  ridden  to  death,  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  relax  its  principle  he  most 
vote  against  it,  as  he  believed  it  would  be  in- 
jurious both  to  the  Europeans  and  the  Maoris, 
and  to  none  more  than  the  Maori. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Sir,  if  the  debate 
now  closed  affected  only  matters  of  internal 
regttla.tion  I  should  not  trouble  the  House  with 
any  reply ;  but  as  this  Bill  is  one  which  must 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  as  this  long  debate,  if  fully  reported, 
may  even  be  read  in  England,  I  am  unwilling 
that  some  arguments  agajnst  the  'measure 
should  appear  to  derive  any  force  from  not 
meeting  an  answer  at  my  hands.  In  the  first 
place,  then,  the  point  which  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Timaru  seemed  to  me 
most  to  urge  was  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  legislation.  But  surely  there  must  be  ad- ' 
mitted  to  be  a  necessity  for  legislation  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  open  and  scandalous  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  in  the  occupation  of  Native 
lands,  which  has  lon^  taken  place,  and  has 
grown  to  such  a  height  as  to  threaten  the  peace 
of  at  least  one  settlement,  while  it  is  quite 
olear  that  the  existing  ordinance  cannot  be  put 
into  force.  Look  at  the  Hawke's  Bay  grass- 
money  disputes :  is  no  legislation  wanted  for 
that  ?  I  can  understand  my  honourable  friend 
if  he  says  the  Government  should  at  all 
iiazards  enforce  the  law  and  prosecute  those 
who  are  violating  it ;  I  could  even  understand 
him  if  he  said  the  Government  should  continue 
to  wink  at  the  violation  of  the  law  ;  but  as  he 
certainly  says  neither  of  these  things  I  do  not 
see  how  he  can  deny  the  necessity  either  of 
repealing  or  amending  the  law.  You  cannot 
carry  out  the  ordinance;  you  cannot  any 
Jonger  tolerate  the  public  scandal  of  its  viola- 
tion ;  and  therefore  legislate  in  some  direction 
yon  must.  But  the  honourable-  member  for 
Wellington  (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor)  thinks  he 
made  a  telllgg  point  in  saying  the  Bill  shotild 
have  been  sent  down  by  message,  on  account 
of  the  resolutions  we  have  adopted  on  the  re- 
lations between  the  Governor  and  his  Advisers. 
He  forgot,  however,  that  the  Bill  had  been 
brought  in  long  before  the  resolutions  were 
passed,  and  would  not  have  been  brought  in  at 
all  if  its  principle  had  not  received  the  Gover- 
nor's assent.  But  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  was  one  of  the  staunchest  sup- 
porters of  the  late  Government,  object  that  the 
Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei 
had  not  been  sent  down  by  message  ?  Kot  a 
bit;  he  was  quite  ready  to  swallow  that  Bill, 
though  it  was  introduced  just  as  mine  was, 
and  though  it  was  not  accompanied  by  the 
statement  I  made,  that  the  measure  had  been 
previously  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Governor.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa  tells  us  that  speculators  and  landsharks 
4ure  going  to  ruin  the  country :  in  a  deplorable 
-tone  he  warns  us  that  they  will  charge  £5  an 
acre  for  the  land  when  they  have  bought  it 
from  the  Katives.  My  honourable  friend  does 
•not  see  that  his  prophecy  of  people  giving  £5 


an  acre  for  the  land  and  his  prophecy  of  mia 
cannot  both  come  tme.  When  everybody  caa 
afford  to  give  £5  an  acre  for  the  land  titev 
want,  those  will  be  halcyon  days  for  the  KortB 
Island.  I  thought  myself  that  the  difficultyiha 
Government  of  Wellington  had  was  to  indno* 
people  to  give  10s.  an  acre,  and  Uiat  thef 
were  therefore  selling  fine  tracts  at  the  tat* 
«f  5s.  Then  my  honourable  friend  the  Super- 
intendent of  Otago  says  we  are  travelling  out 
of  our  authority  in  legislating  at  all.  Bat 
have  I  not  proved  that  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment has  expressly  invited  us  to  legislate,  and 
invited  us  to  .do  so  in  precisely  the  directioa 
we  have  taken?  Let  me  again  read  to  mj 
honourable  friend  the  extract  from  the  Doka 
of  Newcastle's  despatch  of  June,  1861,  wiittai 
before  Sir  Geoige  Grey  had  even  left  the  Ga{ie 
for  New  Zealand.  [The  honourable  membec 
here  read  the  extract  already  quoted  by  him.] 
Can  there  be  any  doubt,  then,  that  the  Honn 
Government  both  think  it  within  our  province  to 
legislate  and  will  give  us  what  assistance  it 
wanted  1  But  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  urges  that  we  have  no 
business  to  bring  in  a  Native  Lands  Bill,  bo- 
cause  it  interferes  with  the  Constitution  Act. 
I  must  ask  him  the  same  question  as  I  put  to 
his  colleague  (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor) :  Why  did  he 
not  take  that  objection  to  the  Bill  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Rangitikei? 
Why  did  he  not  oppose  that  Bill  on  constitu- 
tional grounds  7  No ;  the  honourable  member, 
like  his  colleagues,  was  ready  enough  to  vote  fat 
a  Native  Lands  Bill  when  brought  down  by  hk 
party  chief ;  but  the  moment  it  is  introdiioed 
by  another  Ministry  the  honourable  geatlemaa 
discovers,  to  his  horror,  that  any  measnio  oa 
the  subject  of  Native  lands  is  illegal  and  as- 
constitutional,  and  a  fundamental  invasion  of 
our  political  rights.  Then  the  Saperintendent 
of  Auckland  solemnly  assures  us,  with  all  ^ 
weight  derived  from  his  official  position,  tint 
the  members  of  that  province  who  siq^nct 
this  Bill  do  not  represent  their  constitu- 
ents ;  and  that  if  Auckland  were  poilod 
there  would  be  -  a  great  majority  (^^osad 
to  the  Bill.  Now,  I  have  lived  for  Boot 
years  in  Auckland  myself,  and  I  must  big 
to  differ  from  the  Superintendent.  How- 
ever, I  will  ask  him  one  question.  This  is  a 
matter  relating  to  Native  lands.  Suppose  ha 
polls  the  Natives?  Where  will  he  be  dieo? 
If  he  is  going  to  poll  the  province,  I  suggest  to 
him  the  propriety  of  asking  the  opinion  of  thoea 
whose  property  and  interests  are  most  imma- 
diately  concerned,  and  he  would  Boon  see  oa 
which  side  the  majority  was.  Bat,  says  liiat 
honourable  member,  the  Natives  have  no  rij^ 
to  the  value  given  to  their  land  by  colon  imtiwi 
I  confess  I  am  surprised  at  the  kind  of  aigih 
ments  adduced  by  those  who  have  trompml 
themselves  during  the  past  twelve  months  M 
the  special  friends  of  the  Natives  and  protee- 
tors  of  their  rights.  I  should  just  like  to  know 
why  the  Natives  have  not  as  good  a  rif^t  to 
this  increased  value  to  their  land  as  my 
honourable  friend  baa  to  the  increased  vahu 
which  ooloniBfttion   has  givaa  to   hia  land? 
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That  is  certamly  an  excellent  specimen  of  the 
eren-handed  justice  to  be  dealt  out  to  Koro- 
peans  and  Maoris  by  the  policy  of  my  honour- 
able friend,  and  likely  to  recommend  him  to  the 
latter  as  an  able  guardian  of  their  interests. 
Bat  all  the  Saperintendent  df  Auckland  says  is 
nothing  compared  to  what  is  said  by  the  Su- 
petint^dent  of  Wellington,  another  of  these 
great  friends  of  the  Maoris.  He  denounces 
this  Bill ;  it  is  a  scheme  appealing  merely  to 
the  cupidity  of  the  two  raoeE,  which  will  end  in 
the  extermination  of  one.  He  stands  on  his 
right  of  pre-emption  ander  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tugi.  The  Bill  is  a  violation  of  the  financial 
settlement  of  1856,  and  a  spoliation  of  the 
North  Island.  He  brings  in  a  claim  of  three 
millions  against  us  Middle  Islanders,  and  ^s- 
tionately  tells  as  we  shall  have  to  pay  it.  The 
BiU  will  be  ruinous  to  the  reputation  of  Sir 
Georae  Grey,  as  witness  all  the  Blue  Books 
and  despatches  of  ten  yeturs  back.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  meet  these  charges.  Let  me  take 
the  financial  settlement  first.  The  honourable 
member  says  that  it  was  adopted  as  a  "  parti- 
tion of  property."  Did  you  "partition"  the 
Native  lands  ?  Did  you  ever  pretend  in  1856 
that  they  were  yours  to  partition?  Certainly 
not.  ■  Yon  borrowed  £180,000  out  of  the  half- 
million  loan  expressly  to  buy  them.  But  che 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  the  financial 
settlement  was  "  presented  as  a  complete  and 
permanent  settlement  of  the  burdens  of  the 
colony  "  as  between  the  two  Islands.  I  thank 
him  for  that  expression.  If  that  was  the  bar- 
gain, let  us  see  how  the  Middle  Island  stands 
now  as  respects  the  public  burdens.  Take  the 
money  that  ha»  to  be  granted  for  the  present 
year  only.  There  is,  first,  the  sum  of  £26,000 
for  Sir  Qeorge  Grey's  plan,  then  £27,000  for 
the  troops,  £7,000  for  Native  schools,  £12,000 
for  the  interest  of  the  war  loan,  £12,000  or 
thereaboBts  for  the  Taranaki  Militia,  and 
£30,000,  according  to  the  proposal  in  my 
Financial  Statement,  for  the  first  instalment 
of  the  Imperial  claim  for  Conmiissariat  ad- 
vances. Here  is  a  total  of  £104,000,  of  which 
the  Middle  Island  will  pay  at  least  £65,000. 
Then  if  we  grant  another  £200,000  for  reinstat- 
ing Taranaki,  and  only  £100,000  for  roads  in 
the  North  Island,  there  will  be  interest  and 
finking  fund  to  the  amount  of  £18,000  a  year 
more,  of  which,  again,  the  Middle  Island  will 
have  to  pay  two-thirds.  We  shall  contribute 
from  the  Middle  Island  somewhere  about 
£80,000  for  North  Island  affairs,  not  one  six- 
penoe  of  which  will  be  spent  in  the  Middle 
Island.  Did  we  bargain  for  this  in  the  finan- 
cial settlement  of  1856  7  Is  this  the  way  in 
which  you  have  carried  out  what  you  calf  the 
"oomplete  and  permanent  settlement  of  the 
burdens  of  the  colony  as  between  the  two 
Islands?"  You  tell  us  that  Middle  Island 
members  have  no  business  to  interfere,  but  you 
are  ready  enough  to  make  the  Middle  Island 
pay.  Now,  it  is  this  growth  year  by  year  of  the 
burden  cast  on  the  Middle  Island  for  Native 
aSairs,  in  which  it  has  no  immediate  concern 
or  interest,  which  makes  the  Middle  Island 
memben  insist  upon  theii  right  to  express  an 


opinion  as  to  the  future  policy  that  should  b» 
pursued.  The  coxirse  of  events  has  completely, 
deprived  the  Middle  Island  of  the  advantage  it 
was  to  have  got  by  the  financial  settlement  of 
1856 ;  and  it  is  a  Uttle  too  much  that  we  should 
now  be  threatened  by  my  honourable  friend 
the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  vrith  a  claim, 
of  three  millions  for  his  province,  in  addition 
to  the  large  sums  which  I  have  shovm  we  are 
called  upon  to  bear  for  North  Island  purposes. 
Sir,  whenever  that  threat  takes  a  practical 
shape,  I  tell  the  honourable  gentlemtm  thab 
the  Middle  Island  will  know  how  to  take  care 
of  itself.  He  may  find  that  Auckland  members 
will  then  unite  with  Middle  Island  men  to  out 
the  painter,  and  what  figure  would  Wellington 
cut  then?  But  the  honourable  gentleman, 
stands  upon  his  rights  under  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi.  I  ask,  have  you  fulfilled  your  duties- 
under  that  Treaty  1  Have  you  given  the  Na- 
tives the  civil  government  which  you  then  pro- 
mised ?  Have  you  stopped  their  wars  1  Have 
you  required  their  submission  to  the  law?' 
Have  you  not  justified  their  insurrection  in 
arms  against  the  Queen's  authority?  But  does 
the  Imperial  Government  consider  a  Native 
Lands  Bill  as  a  violation  of  the  treaty  ?  Not 
a  bit  of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  obliges 
me  to  repeat  over  and  over  again  that  the 
Queen's  Government  has  expressly  invited  us 
to  waive  the  right  of  pre-emption.  And  let  me 
ask  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  what  Sic 
William  Martin  and  the  Bishop  of  New  Zea- 
land tell  us  about  it.  These  were  the  high 
authorities  he  was  ready  enough  to  quote  when, 
it  suited  his  purpose  to  attack  Gk>vemor  Gore 
Browne.  Will  he  admit  their  authority  now  T 
Suppose,  as  I  have  myself  no  doubt,  that  the 
Bishop  and  the  late  Chief  Justice  be  found  to 
give  their  assent  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill,, 
will  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington  submit 
his  judgment  to  theirs  ?  Then  he  tells  us  that 
this  Bill  is  a  scheme  appealing  to  the  cupidity 
of  both  races,  and  must  end  in  the  extermina- 
tion of  one.  I  do  not  like  the  term  "  cupidity," 
but  if  my  honourable  friend  insists  on  usmg 
it  I  shall  not  quarrel  with  him.  I  have  openly 
said  that  I  wished  to  create  a  bond  of  common 
interest  between  the  two  races,  and  let  the 
Natives  have  the  full  value  of  their  lands  either 
in  the  way  of  selling  or  leasing.  It  is  my 
honourable  friend's  conclusion  that  I  dispute. 
I  say  that  this  common  interest  will  bear  fruit, 
not  in  the  extermination  of  the  Native  race, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  in  that  advancement  of 
their  prosperity  and  wealth  which  will  be  the 
best  and  most  lasting  guarantee  for  the  per-  • 
manence  of  peace.  Sir,  I  thank  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  for  his  answer  to 
my  appeal.  I  appealed  to  him,  not  because  I 
wished  to  bind  him  to  the  precise  words  he 
had  used  in  the  minutes  I  quoted,  but  because 
I  thought  I  might  fairly  anticipate  from  them 
his  assent  to  the  general  principle  of  this  mea< 
sure.  All  he  has  said  in  bis  speech  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  proper  safeguards  against 
the  principle  being  abused.  It  is  in  vain  for  him 
to  try  and  escape  from  the  inconsistency,  of 
opposing  that  principle  by  referring  me  to  the 
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clauses  of  his  own  Bill.    He  quotes  the  olanse 
by  which  he  proposed  to  retain  the  power  of 
'  buying  land  for  the  Crown  as  heretofore.    But 
I  say  that  clause  was  intended  as  a  proviso 
only.    I  will  put  the  honourable  member  in  a 
dilemma  from  which  it  will  be  impossible  for 
him  to  escape.   If  the  clause    was  intended 
to  maintain  inviolate  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
and  not  to  let  the  Natives  sell  except  to  the 
Crown,  then  bis  Bill  and  his  minutes  were  a 
sham  and  a  deoeption.    If  it  was  intended  only 
to  declare  that  tne  Grown  might  still  buy  land 
from  the  Natives,  then  his  argument  in  this 
debate  is  worth  nothing ;  and,  to  show  that  in 
that  case  there  is  no  difierence  between  us, 
I  will  talce  his  clause  and  insert  it  bodily  in  my 
Bill.    But  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  this, 
when  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the  other 
clauses  of  his  Bill  ezpressly  provided  for  the 
Natives    making    "sales,     leases,    partitions, 
.grants,    dispositions,    and    licenses    of    their 
unds,"   and   for  the    Governor  giving  eSect 
to  these  "  as  effectually  as  if  the  lands  had 
been  ceded  by  the  Native  proprietors  to  Her 
Majesty;"  and  I  must  certainly  express  my 
sm^iise  at  the  course  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  taken  in  this  debate,  and  must 
beg  leave,  notwithstanding  all  he  has  said,  to 
prefer  his  statements  when  he  was  Minister 
to  his  arguments  as  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
There  was  one  |>oint  urged  by  the  ISuperin- 
tendent  of  Wellmgton  to  which  I  omitted  to 
allude.     He  said  that  this  Bill  would  be  the 
ruin  of  Sir  George  Grey's  reputation.    I  could 
not  think  why,  when  the  Bill  was   brought 
down,   the    honourable    gentleman    and    nis 
narty  were  so  clamorous  for  adjournments ; 
but  we  know  now.     A  whisper   went  round 
lately  that  scissors  and  paste  were   in  high 
requisition  up -stairs,  and  that  some  "third- 
class  clerk"  was  busy  cutting  out  material 
for  the  great  speech  that  was  to  overwhelm 
the  Bill  and  the  Ministry.    What  a  miserable 
end  to  all  this  parturition  t    Instead  of  argu- 
ments with  any  vitality  in  them,  instead  of 
publio  papers  relating  to  the  time  and  circum- 
stances in  which  we  live,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston)  has  treated 
the  House  to  msunerably  tedious  extracts  from 
ancient  Blue  Books  and  pamphlets — the  ghastly 
dry  Ixmes  of  controversies  long  since  decently 
buried  and  forgotten.    I  can  neither  compli- 
ment him  on  the  elegance  of  his  selection,  nor 
on  the  good  taste  of  making  it  for  the  special 
object  of  prophesying  in  such  awful  tones  the 
rum  of  Sir  George  Grey's  reputation.    For  my 
part,  I  believe,  with  the  great  majority  of  this 
House,  that  nothing  in  Sir  George  Grey's  career 
will  more  enhance  his  character  as  a  statesman, 
nothing  will  make  the  memory  of  bis  adminis- 
tration more   grateful    to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  Islands,  than  the  fact  that  he  was  ready 
in  a  great  crisis  to  waive  old  opinions  no  longer 
appUoable    to     thoroughly   changed     cironm- 
sttuices,  and  to  remove  the  disabilities  which 
for  twenty  years  had  stood  in  the  way  of  both 
races  on  the  subject  of  the  Native  title  to 
land. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
Mr.  JMlon  BeU 


the  Native  Iiands  Bill  be  bow  read  a  iwaBd 
time." 

Atbs,  87. 
Atkinson  Graham,  B.        Tiylat,  0.  J. 

Butler  Mason  Watt 

Carleton  Nixon  Weld 

Oolenso  Ormond  Wells 

Cookson  Bhodes  Williamsaa,)!* 

Curtis  Biebmond,  A.  J.  Wilson 

Domett  Bichmond,  J.  0.  Wood. 

FitzGerald        Russell  TtUer. 

Gillies  Stafford  BelL 

Graham,  O. 

Nose,  10. 
Carter  Munro,  3.  William  son  ,Taa 

Featherston      O'Borke 
Fitzherbert       Renall  TtSer. 

Harrison  Taylor,  W.  W.    Brandon. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  is 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave   given  to  st 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Thunday,  28th  Augutt,  18611. 


Ne' 


iwspaper  Beporta— Native  Aflslrs  —  First  ama 
—Bill  Introdooed— Sale  for  Non-^MTiiMnt 
Bates  Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

NEWSPAPER  REPORTS 
The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  rose  to  iam 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  following 
instance  of  misreporting :  In  one  of  the  Umm 
papers — the  Adverti$tr — in  the  report  of  ads- 
bate  in  the  House  of  Representativeej  os  s 
question  referring  to  this  Council,  Mr.  Fox 
was  reported  to  have  said,  "  Mr.  Fox  qoki 
against  the  motion  and  in  favour  of  the  anioid. 
ment,  making  some  allusion  to  the  rotteonM 
of  the  Legislative  OounoiL"  He  would  m* 
read  the  following  statement,  made  by  Mr.  Fox 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  refereoot 
to  the  above  report : — 

"  Mr.  Fox  complained  of  the  nuumsi  in 
which  his  observations  upon  the  constitatioB 
of  the  Legislative  Council  had  been  misiqn- 
sented  in  a  local  newspaper.  He  bad  then  ob- 
jected to  that  part  of  the  Constitution  i^ 
which  did  not  recognize  local  reprcsontatiwi, 
and  eulogized  the  plan  which  in  the  United 
States  Senate  gave  a  certain  number  of  jatm- 
bers  to  each  State,  great  or  small.  He  hadnot 
for  one  moment  r^ected  upon  the  peisoDiI 
composition  of  the  Council,  and  felt  greatly 
hurt  at  the  manner  in  which  the  tenor  of  iw' 
remeirks  had  been  misrepresented.  But  he,  in 
common  with  other  honoucable  membeis,  wem 
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M  constantly  exposed  to  this  course  o{  proceed- 
ittg  that  it  would  be  endless  if  he  was  to  ocoupy 
the  time  of  the  House  upon  such  matteis;  but, 
as  in  this  case  he  was  informed  that  members 
ef  the  LegislatiTe  Ooonoil  had  expressed  an- 
Qorance  at  the  language  which  was  attributed 
to  nim,  he  lost  no  time  in  rising  in  his  place  in 
the  House  to  disavow  it.  He  called  upon  the 
House  and  Mr.  Speaker  to  corroborate  his 
statement. 

"  Mr.  Speakeb  confirmed  the  recollection  of 
the  hononrable  member  for  Bangitikei.  He 
had  himself  noticed  the  misrepresentation  in 
the  paper  of  which  that  gentleman  complained, 
and  of  which,  he  thought,  he  justly  complained. 
He  was,  however,  of  opinion  that  it  was  irregular 
for  honourable  members  to  remark  upon  the 
-eonstitutioii  of  the  Legislative  Council,  as  it 
would  bo  for  members  of  that  Council  to  remark 
upon  the  constitution  of  the  representative 
Chamber,  nnless  it  became  necessary  in  the 
discussion  of  some  motion  upon  the  subject  to 
doso." 

He  had  submitted  the  statement  he  had  read 
to  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  declared  it  to  be  substan- 
tially correct;  and  he  (Colonel  Russell)  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
<3ouncil. 

NATIVE  APPAIBS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  said  that,  in  in- 
troducing the  resolutions  of  which  be  had 
given  notice,  he  wished  to  explain  his  reasons 
for  postponing  them  to  the  present  time,  in- 
stead of  bringing  them  forwaricl  on  the  day  ori- 
ginally fixed  for  their  consideration.  He  had 
thought  it  better  to  adopt  this  course,  because 
the  Council  might  be  said  to  have  only  a  se- 
condary interest  in  the  matter,  seeing  that 
their  scope  and  object  dealt  rather  with  ques- 
tions of  finance,  and  it  was  only  right  and 
proper  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  as 
gnudian  of  the  public  purse,  and  more  espe- 
cially charged  with  the  regulation  of  the  ex- 
pen£ture,  should  first  express  Its  views.  Be- 
fore proceeding  to .  discuss  the  resolutions 
fhemselv^,  he  wished  to  remove  an  am- 
biguity which  he  thought  had  had  a  great 
effect  in  obscuring  the  real  bearings  of  the 
question  under  consideration.  This  ambiguity 
arose  from  an  increased  use  of  the  word 
"  responsibility,"  or,  rather,  from  the  fact  that 
the  word  had  come  to  be  used  in  two  different 
senses.  The  responsibility  of  Ministers,  in  its 
jnoper  and  ordinary  sense,  meant  theiz  respon- 
sibility to  the  Houses  of  the  Legislature;  but 
another  idea  seemed  to  have  been  mixed  up 
with  this  simple  meaning  in  the  discussion  of 
the  question  to  which  these  resolutions  re- 
ferred. It  seemed  as  if  the  term  had  come  to 
mean  something  more  than  this — the  respon- 
sibility of  the  colony  for  the  expenses  which 
the  Imperial  Government  might  incur,  without 
the  sanction  and  without  the  knowledge,  it 
might  be,  either  of  the  Ministry  or  of  the 
colony  at  large ;  or,  if  not  for  direct  expense, 
at  _aU  events  for  dealings  with  the  Natives 
which  involved  on  ultimate  and  undefined 
outlay.    Now,  it  was  against  a  responsibility 


of  this  nature,  which  might  be  more  |«operly 
termed  a  liability  for  an  undefined  and  unli- 
mited burden,  that  these  resolutions  were  in- 
tended to  guard.  The  ordinary  responsibility  of 
Ministers  to  the  Legislature  for  their  own  acta 
and  deeds — for  the  advice  which  they  might 
offer  to  His  Excellency,  and  which,  when 
oalled  upon,  they  were  bound  to  give — remained 
the  same  as  before.  It  was  a  responsibility 
from  which  they  could  not  escape;  nor  did 
they  wish  to  divest  themselves  of  it.  But 
there  was  this  difference  between  their  posi- 
tion as  Advisers  on  Native  affairs  or  those 
which  involved  Imperial  interests  and  that 
which  they  held  in  reference  to  matters  of  or- 
dinary civil  administration:  that,  whereas  in 
the  former  they  had  to  answer  for  the  advice 
they  gave,  but  were  not  responsible  for  the 
action  which  might  be  taken,  in  the  latter  case 
they  were  responsible,  not  only  for  their  ad- 
vice, but  also  for  what  was  done.  In  the  one 
case  every  administrative  act  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Oovemor  to  do  it  or  to  leave 
it  undone;  in  the  other  the  Governor,  except 
in  extreme  cases,  was  bound  to  act  or  to  abstain 
from  acting  only  in  conformity  with  eidvioe 
tendered  to  him  by  His  Ministers.  He  (Mr. 
Tancred)  was  aware  that  he  might  be  charged 
with  inconsistency  in  thus  surrendering  that 
power  of  control  by  Ministers  over  the  action 
of  the  Governor  for  which  he  had  in  former 
years  contended.  No  one  was  more  anxious 
than  himself  in  1858,  for  instance,  when  a 
large  and  comprehensive  plan  was  brought  tot- 
ward  by  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  that  the 
Ministers  should  have  a  fair  trial,  a  free  and 
unrestricted  authority  over  the  direction  of  the 
Native  equally  with  European  affairs.  He  re- 
membered well  the  opposition  which  he  and 
those  he  acted  with  had  met  with  in  this 
Council  when  he  advocated  those  views;  and 
he  firmly  believed  that  that  opposition  had 
strengthened  very  materially  the  hands  of 
those  who  wished  to  deprive  the  colonists  of 
all  right  of  interference  in  Native  affairs.  The 
Imperial  Government,  supported  by  that  infin- 
ential  party  who  wished  to  leave  everything  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governor,  insisted  upon  his 
retaining  the  decision  on  Native  questions  in 
his  own  hands.  Honourable  members  might 
recollect  the  long  and,  in  some  cases,  the  hot 
debates  which  used  to  take  place  about  the 
words  "  Governor  in  Council,"  and  how  urgent 
some  honourable  members  were  to  strike  out 
all  reference  to  the  Council,  and  thereby  confer 
the  whole  power  on  the  Governor.  Honourable 
members  would  find,  by  referring  to  papers 
from  time  to  time  presented  to  this  Council, 
that  this  view  had  till  very  recently  been 
maintained  and  insisted  upon  by  a  large  and 
influential  section  of  the  community,  and 
urged  upon  His  Excellency  the  former  Go- 
vernor with  a  vehemence  which  it  was  very 
difficult  to  withstand,  or,  at  all  events,  which, 
in  the  case  of  failure  would  have  thrown  upon 
him  an  unfair  amount  of  responsibility.  [The 
honourable  member  here  referred  to  various 
passages  of  a  joint  memorandum  of  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand,  Sir  William  Martin,  and  Mr. 
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Swainson  in  Ulustration  of  the  piessuie  to 
which  Colonel  Oore  Biowne  had  been  sub- 
jected.] All  honourable  gentlemen  weie  awaie 
that  this  pressure  had  been  esercised  from 
the  first '  introduction  of  Besponsible  Cro- 
vermnent.  Then  there  was  an  influence  on 
another  side^n  the  part  of  the  Native  Office. 
Ministers,  in  short,  so  far  from  being,  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  the  sole  Advisers  of  the 
Qovemor,  shared  their  influence  with  advisers 
who  were  responsible  to  no  one,  and  could  not 
be  brought  to  account  for  whatever  injury 
their  interference  might  occasion.  The  result 
of  this  state  of  things  was  distracted  councils, 
hesitation,  timidity,  and  indecision,  where  no- 
thing but  promptness  and  decision,  in  one  line 
or  another,  could  be  of  any  service  whatever. 
There  were  three  systems  to  choose  between — 
first,  absolute  power  in  the  Governor ;  second, 
absolute  power  in  the  Ministers  ;  third,  an 
undefined  relation,  under  which  neither  could 
carry  out  their  own  views  fully,  freely, 
and  without  drawback.  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment had  the  choice  between  these  three, 
and  made  their  election  by  establishing  the 
last  and  most  embarrassing  system ;  and  the 
result  was  half- measures,  compromise,  and 
inconsistency.  Warnings  were  not  want- 
ing in  1858  that  some  decisive  course  was 
necessary.  The  disasters  which  had  since 
occurred  were  then  foreseen.  They  were  then 
told,  by  those  who  were  understood  to  be 
familial  with  Native  affairs,  that  these  warn- 
ings were  idle,  and  that,  if  only  matters  were 
left  as  they  were,  all  would  be  well.  No  doubt, 
as  it  had  turned  out,  it  was  a  matter  of  regret 
that  any  innovation  was  ever  attempted.  They 
might  have  slept  on  a  little  longer  in  quiet. 
Not  that  that  innovation  was  wrong  in  itself, 
but  because  the  opposition  which  it  met  with 
made  it  altogether  ineffectual.  But,  however 
desirable  the  proposed  relations  between  the 
colonists  and  the  Imperial  Government  might 
have  been  before  any  actual  insurrections 
broke  out,  the  whole  state  of  the  case  was 
altered  by  the  present  position  of  affairs.  They 
were  then  ready  and  anxious  to  undertake  the 
whole  responsibility  and  meet  every  liability, 
because  they  believed  that  by  proper  exertion 
and  well-directed  efforts  tiiey  could  fulfil  the 
task,  and  because  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
raise  the  Natives  in  civilization.  They  foresaw 
the  dangers,  but  they  felt  convinced  that  they 
oonld  by  prudent  management  avoid  them. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  take  those  measures 
which  they  deemed  necesseiry  to  avert  them ; 
and  the  consequence  was  disaster,  war,  and 
bloodshed.  Now  it  was  impossible,  however  de- 
sirous they  might  be  to  do  so,  to  undertake  the 
task  of  repairing  the  great  mistake  of  1858. 
They  could  not  undo  the  evils  which  arose  from 
the  jealousy  which  waafelt  of  the  colonists'inter- 
ference  in  Native  affairs.  They  must  have  the 
assistance  of  the  Imperial  Government ;  and 
that  assistance  implied  a  voice  on  the  part  of 
the  Imperial  Government  in  the  policy,  in  the 
administration,  and  in  the  general  conduct  of 
Native  affairs.  Now  unless  they  wished  to  repeat 
the  system  of  1858,  which  had  already  brought 
Mont  i^r.  Tanored 


such  disasters  on  all  concerned,  they  must  gn». 
some  one  unrestricted  discretionary  poiret  m 
the  policy  to  be  pursued.  They  must  have  no 
puUmg  in  different  directions.  If  the  Govemot 
was  fettered  and  controlled  at  every  step  hs 
could  do  nothing.  If  Ministers  were  to  be  tb« 
depositaries  of  the  power,  they  must  not  be,UU 
the  Ministers  of  1858,  hampered  and  resttieted, 
unable  to  carry  out  any  scheme  in  its  integtit;, 
fully,  freely,  and  according  to  their  ovn  connc- 
tions.  He  would  not  detain  the  Council  uj 
longer  than  by  saying  that  what  Ministeis  ia- 
tended  by  these  resolutions  was  that,  nhile  titej 
would  cordially  assist  the  Qovemor  in  every  vs;, 
they  would  not  agree  to  involve  the  colony  ia 
any  undefined  pecuniary  liability  by  sanctiooiB^ 
any  expenditure  beyond  that  authorized  by  tb 
Legislature.  He  would  move,  That,  in  tti 
opinion  of  this  Council,  the  relations  betwttt 
His  Excellency  the  Qovemor  and  his  Betpn- 
sible  Advisers  should  rest  upon  the  folloini; 
basis :  (1.)  That  Ministers  should,  in  cosior- 
mity  with  the  Koyal  instructions,  advise  tit 
Governor  in  Native  affairs  {as  well  as  in  coloniil 
affairs)  whenever  His  Excellency  desiras  to  ob- 
tain such  advice,  and  should  also  tender  adrioe 
on  all  occasions  of  importance  when  they  dsem 
it  their  duty  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  to  in 
so.  (2.)  That '  Ministers  should  undertska  tl> 
administration  of  Native  affairs,  reserriij  t» 
His  Excellency  the  decision  in  all  nuttend 
Native  policy.  (3.)  That,  as  the  decision  inil! 
matters  of  Native  policy  is  with  His  Excel- 
lency, the  advice  of  Ministers  shall  not  be  held 
to  bind  the  colony  to  any  liability,  past  oc 
future,  in  connection  vrith  Native  afiuis,  1» 
yond  the  amount  authorized  or  to  be  autlxaiad 
by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  seconded  tte 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD.— I  object  t» 
the  proposed  resolutions.  They  are  byvayof 
a  new  pioUtical  creed  on  the  subject  of  onr  reh- 
tions  with  the  Natives,  and  a  creed  wtiicli,  I 
must  say,  is  unintelligible  to  me,  and  tist,  I 
suspect,  to  others.  I  believe  that  the  qoeetioB 
of  responsibility  is  principally  a  money  qoeitiai. 
It  is  a  question,  although  unacknowledged,  H 
to  who  shall  pay,  the  Mother-oountiy  at  ^ 
colony.  Sir,  I  believe  that  a  great  d«tl  d 
shabbiness  has  been  attempted  at  both  sides- 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  so  unparliamentu; 
a  phrase  —  the  Home  Government  tiying  tt 
shuffle  off  payment  on  the  colony,  uid  tht 
colony  wishmg  to  evade  payment  to  the  Mother- 
country.  The  fact  is,  that  so  long  as  Ne* 
Zealand  remains  a  British  colony  the  Hoot 
Government  is  and  must  continue  responsiUe 
for  its  defence  either  against  the  Natires  or 
a  foreign  foe,  and  for  the  expenses  thereof;  tsi 
the  colony  is  and  must  be  responsible  foi  m 
much  as  it  can  afford  to  pay  towards  the  siid 
expenses,  and  for  every  possible  assistance. 
But  the  l>ower  of  the  colony  to  contribute  is  s 
question  of  wealth  and  population.  Thii  I 
can  easily  illustrate.  Honourable  gentlemen 
may  not  be  aware  that  I  am  one  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants.  I  was  here  in  the  year  1839.  I 
landed  on  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait  ia  Oiti 
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jMT,  and  walked  over  to  this  harboar.  I  then 
ionnd  bnt  one  Englishman  in  the  place.  He 
vmdeA  at  Ngahnnranga,  and  his  name  was 
i^bm  Smith.  Well,  John  Smith  may  be  said 
then  to  have  constituted  the  colony,  as  far  as 
the  white  population  was  concerned.  The 
Bdtish  flog  was  not  then  hoisted,  bnt  it  was 
•oos  afterwards.  Suppose  a  war  had  then 
broken  out  with  the  Natives,  and  the  British 
Oovemment  had  called  upon  John  Smith,  as 
"the  colony,"  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
I  inspect  that  worthy  individual  would  rather 
liave  given  an  evasive,  or  a  decidedly  negative, 
reply.  The  means  of  the  colony  to  supplement 
the  exertions  of  the  Home  Government  must 
depend  upon  its  progress  and  advancement. 
Anil  I  believe  that  we  are  not  entirely  depen- 
dent on  the  dictum  of  a  Secretary  of  State; 
for,  should  that  high  officer,  misled  by  im- 
perfect or  false  information,  seek  to  throw  too 
gnat  a  burden  upon  the  colony,  I  feel  certain 
that  a  proper  statement  of  the  case,  and  an 
^peal  to  Parliament,  would  reverse  his 
daoision.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  think  the 
Home  Qovermnent  do  wisely  in  accepting  the 
management  of  Native  afiairs  by  the  Bespon- 
■iUe  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  the  colony; 
for  they  have  the  guarantee  that  the  manage- 
ment is  committed  to  the  best,  or,  at  all  events, 
to  the  second-best,  statesmen  that  the  colony 
possesses.  I  suppose  the  Ministry  think  them- 
selves the  best,  while  the  Opposition  think 
them  only  the  second-best  statesmen.  Much 
better  to  depend  upon  the  management  of  the 
best  men  to  be  procured,  than  to  trust  to  the 
Uoori  quack-doctors  who  have  mismanaged 
matters  so  much  hitherto.  I  shall  vote  against 
tiie  resolutions,  because  they  are  unintelligible, 
beoaose  I  believe  there  is  already  a  pohtical 
creed  in  the  Blue  Book  of  last  session  on  the 
subjeet,  and  because  I  look  upon  their  affirma- 
tion as  useless. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOEES.inrisingto  express  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  in  giving  his  vote 
on  the  resolutions  before  the  Ck>unoil,  said  he 
would  not  detain  them  by  many  arguments  in 
support  of  tiiose  reasons,  because  he  could  not 
mfo  to  add  anything  new,  or  say  what  had  not 
alnady  been  said  with  reference  to  them.  This 
question  had  been  publicly  argued  so  ably  and 
so  folly  as  to  have  completely  exhausted  the 
sninect,  and  this  had  been  done  so  recently  as 
to  leave  the  echoes  of  thoeu  arguments  still 
somiding  in  their  ears.  His  chief  objection  to 
these  resolutions  was  their  vague  and  indefi- 
nite ohataeter.  It  was  attempted  by  them  to 
define  the  relations  which  were  to  exist  between 
the  Qovemor  and  his  Ministry  in  the  manage- 
maA  of  Native  affairs ;  but  this  was  done  in  so 
vague  a  manner  as  to  convey  little  or  no  infor- 
na^n  as  to  what  these  relations  really  were ; 
the  question  was  left  in  greater  uncertainty  than 
before,  and  the  chief  object  of  the  resolutions 
appeared  to  be  to  evade  responsibility  on  the 
port  of  the  Ministry  and  the  colony.  The 
object  with  which  these  resolutions  were  fztuued 
seemed  to  be  to  say  something  and  to  mean 
nothing.  But  he  did  not  think  the  affirmation 
I7  the  Coonoil  of  resolutions  so  lukewarm  as 
1862— BB 


these  was  likely  to  convey  to  His  Ezoellency 
the  impression  of  that  hearty  co-operation  on 
the  put  of  this  Council  with  respect  to  Native 
aflairs  which  was  promised  by  them  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session ;  neither  was  it 
calculated  to  impress  the  Natives  with  the  con- 
viction that  they  were  in  earnest  in  their  pro- 
fessions for  their  advancement  in  civilization 
and  the  introduction  of  those  institutions 
among  them  which  it  was  expected  would  be 
the  cUef  work  of  the  session.  The  language  of 
these  resolutions  was  too  cold,  and  measured, 
and  guarded  to  impress  them  with  this  idea; 
and,  as  was  generally  the  fate  of  all  half- 
measures,  would,  he  believed,  fail  to  satisfy 
either  the  Imperial  Government  or  the  Nativo 
race.  They  would  fail  to  satisfy  the  Imperial 
Government,  because  these  resolutions  would 
be  taken  as  an  answer  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle's despatch  which  had  recently  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  Council,  in  which  the 
Imperial  Government  formally  placed  the 
management  of  Native  affairs  tmder  the 
control  of  the  Assembly.  The  Assembly  was 
placed  in  this  position :  that,  whereas  last 
year  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  which  it  was 
declared  that  "no  reorganization  of  the 
Native  Department  will  be  efiect\ial  or  satis- 
factory which  does  not,  while  fully  recognizing 
and  securing  to  the  Governor  both  the  initia- 
tive and  the  decision  where  Imperial  interests 
are  involved,  place  the  ordinary  business  of 
Native  administration  under  responsibility  to 
the  Assembly,"  now  that  this  responsibility  was 
conceded  it  was  attempted  to  eiaAe  it  and  get 
rid  of  it.  But,  while  he  thought  this  was  not 
the  most  fitting  course  to  be  pursued,  or  one 
best  calculated  to  impress  the  Home  Qovem- 
ment  with  a  belief  in  their  earnest  co-operation 
in  the  efforts  now  making  to  restore  peace 
and  establish  cordial  relations  with  the  Native 
race,  neither,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  was  it  one 
which  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  success. 
They  could  not  evade  their  responsibilities  if 
they  would ;  and  they  would  probably  find,  in 
the  arrangements  ultimately  made,  that  the 
assistance  given  by  the  Home  Government 
would  be  less  liberal  than  if  a  different  course 
had  been  pursued.  The  honourable  the  mover 
had  referred  to  opinions  which  stated  that  Re- 
sponsible Government  in  Native  aflairs  ought 
nut  to  be  granted  to  the  colonists  because  the 
Natives  were  not  represented  in  the  Assembly. 
He  (Hr.  Stokes)  believed  that,  if  Besponsible 
Government  in  Native  aflairs  had  been  granted 
before,  the  members  of  the  Assembly  would 
have  been  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  re- 
^naibilities  which  attached  to  them  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  colonists  of  the 
Northern  Isluid  in  the  event  of  Native 
disturbances  that,  if  the  question  of  peace 
or  war  had  first  been  submitted  to  them, 
the  Taranaki  war  would  never  have  taken 
plaoe.  He  believed  these  resolutions  would 
fail  to  satisfy  the  Native  race.  If  they  wished 
to  gain  the  oonfldence  of  the  Natives  they 
must  be  prepared  to  give  them  theirs  in 
return;  they  most  enter  on  this  work  in  no 
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halting  or  hesitating  spirit.    If  they  desired  to 
remove  the  suspicions  of  the  Natives  and  con- 

'  vince  them  of  their  desire  to  onite  the  two  races 
as  one  people  under  one  law— if  they  hoped  to 
obtain  their  ready  acceptance  of  these  instita- 
tions  for  the  establishment  of  law  and  order — 
they  must  not  be  content  to  look  on  with  folded 
arms,  but  be  ready  to  take  their  part  in  the 
work  and  accept  their  share  of  responsibility. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  thought  it  better 
that  the  Council  should  express  no  opinion 
whatever  on  the  resolutions  than  that  they 
should  embarrass  the  Government  by  negativ- 
ing them.  It  appeared  to  him  tmnecessary  to 
ask  the  opinion  of  the  Council  upon  the  subject 
of  the  relations  between  the  Governor  aaA  liia 
Hinisters  —  that  had  been  determined  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  position  of  the  Government  would  not  be 
«fieoted  by  any  decision  which  the  Conncil 
might  come  to.  His  honourable  friend  oppo- 
site (the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred)  did  not,  as  he  (Mr. 
Bewell)  tmderstood,  propose  the  resolutions  as 
expressing  the  mind  of  His  Excellency.  Nor 
4ia  he  (Mr.  Sewellj  think  them  lucely  to 
strengthen  our  position  with  the  Home  Oo- 
vemment.  He  ^erefore  moved  "  the  previous 
question." 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY,  in  seconding  the 
xaotion  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  said, 
if  any  honoiirable  member  x>f  the  Conncil 
could  say  that  he  fully  understood  the  scope  of 
the  resolutions  under  consideration,  and  felt 
that  the  proposed  administration  of  Native 
affairs  by  Uie  Governor  and  Ministers  was  suf- 
ficiently defined  to  provide  against  the  various 
difficulties  and  intricacies  which  would  occur, 
he  might  very  properly  vote  for  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions.  But,  for  his  part,  he  had  not 
that  confidence,  and  therefore  he  would  rather 
that  the  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  pass 
the  resolutions.  In  his  opinion  the  hest  course, 
under  existing  circumstances,  would  be  to  allow 

'  the  Qovemmcnt  unfettered  action  in  relation 
to  questions  of  Native  policy.    But  he  had  no 

'  desue  to  create  embarrassment.    He  was  pre- 

Sared,  therefore,  to  assent  to  the  resolutions  if 
le  honourable  the  mover,  in  his  reply,  could 
assure  the  Council  that  they  were  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Governor,  and  were  the 
result  of  a  coinplete  understanding  on  the  sub- 
ject between  His  Excellency  and  Ministers. 
He  was  glad  to  find  the  honourable  member 

'  admit  that  his  views  had  altered  since  the  ses- 
sion of  1858 — he  was  glad  to  hear  him  say 
that  the  Governor  was  the  fittest  person  to  deu 
•with  Native  affairs ;  but  he  did  not  clearly  un- 

'  'derstand  the  grounds  assigned  by  h\m  for  his 
«hange  of  opinions.  He  understood  the  honour- 
able member  to  state  that  in  1858  he  held  the 
opinion  that  Native  affairs  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  by  Besponsible  Ministers  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  questions  of  colonial  policy, 
because  that  period  was  a  time  of  peace,  and 
Ministers  were  consequently  in  a  position  sa- 
tisfactorily to  undertake  that  responsibilitr ; 
but  that  now,  the  country  being,  as  he  might 
say,  in  a  state  of  war,  through  acts  over  which 
they  had  had  no  control,  he  OMisidered  that 
Son.  Mr.  Stokes 


Ministers  were  no   longer  able  to  oope  with 
Native    difficulties,    and   oonseqnenUy    that 
that  duty  properly  devolved  upon  the  QoeeB's 
representative  in  the  colony.    He  had  stated, 
also,  that  the  Conncil  wsls  in  some  degree  to 
blame  for  the  present  state  of  matters,  throoi^ 
its  opposition  to  the  Native  policy  of  Mimstecs 
during  the  session  of  1856.    Nov,  he  (Colonel 
Kenny)  would  remind  the  honourable  member 
that  during  that  session  the  Ministry  of  On  i^ 
passed  through  the  Legislative  Conncil  eveiy 
Native  measure  which  they  introduced.    Thoj 
were  five  particular   Bills  which  they  thai- 
selves  originated,  professedly  for  the  benefit  d 
the  Native  race  ;  out  on  none  of  them  was  mf 
action  taken.    The  most  prominent  act  of  tin 
Ministry  alluded  to  in  relation  to  Native  aiui 
was  in  connection  with  the  difficulty  #UA 
arose  on  a  question  of  territorial  right  at  Tte- 
naki.    On  that  occasion,  as  would  be  aeea  a 
reference  to  the  minutes   of  the   Exeeatin 
Conncil  dated  the  85th  January,  1860,  Retpee- 
sible  Ministers  deliberately   advised  the  Go- 
vernor to  proceed,  if  necessary,  with  a  locaUt 
survey  of  the  land  in  dispute  at  Waitua,  tai 
recommended  that  the  officer  in  oomnaald 
Her  Majesty's  troops  at  New  Plymouth  dxudi 
he  empowered  to  proclaim  martial  law,  sodti 
call  out  the  Militia  and  Volimteers  of  th«  {■»- 
vince.    This  was  the  sequel  to  the  opprattmilf 
that  was  afforded  to  the  Responsible  Xioiit^ 
of  the  day,  during  the  time  of  peace  spokaof 
hjr  the  honourable  member,  for  canying  m 
their  own  scheme  of  Native  policy  to  sa^ifK- 
tory  results.    He  (Colonel  Kenny)  would  not 
further  detain  the  Council,  but  would  mei^ 
add  that  the  present  course  of  calling  npootb 
Council  to  pass  resolutions  in  reference  to  tti 
relations  of  the  Governor  and  his  MinisteD  b 
Native  affairs  was  a  novelty.    On  a  fonaei  oc- 
casion these  relations,  when  entered  into,  «■• 
simply  embodied  in  a  memorandum,  and  tMS- 
mitted  to  the  Council.    He  thought  this  moU 
have  been  the  better  course  in  the  preaent  it- 
stance.     At  the  same  time,  if  he  nndostni 
from  the  honotuable  the  mover  of  the  icnli- 
tions  that  they  were  entirely  cononrrediily 
the  Governor,  he  would  not  oppose  then.  0 
otherwise,  and  the  resolutions  were  not  *ilk- 
drawn,  he  should  support  the  moticn  of  fa 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  8p(*e  at  rw 
length  on  the  question.  Referring  to  the  B3i 
passed  in  1858,he  said  that,  having  hdd^eeiU 
views  in  the  Oounoil  on  these  Bills,  he  hadiea 
nothing  which  had  since  induced  him  to  ite 
his  views  on  these  points.  He  expresnltii 
belief  that  the  time  would  come  when  tti 
whole  control  and  responsibility  of  Natiwif- 
fairs  woulddevolve  on  the  Ministry.  SetfKti 
with  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Oeneral  tlist  i 
would  be  better  not  to  express  an  opinioiai 
this  stibject ;  but  he  should  not  feel  disposed  to 
vote  against  the  resolntiona. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  vronld  notdiscontta 
merits  of  the  resolutions,  of  which,  however,  la 
approved.  They  laid  down,  with  regwd  to  tto 
conduct  of  Native  affairs,  principles  aimilsito 
those  contained  in  the  memoraBdom  of  ISti^ 
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to  wtueh  he  had  then  given  his  adhesion.  Bnt 
itmstoo  late  to  submit  these  resolutions  for 
'diiennion  after  a  GoTemment  based  upon  them 
bsd  been  long  established  and  in  operation. 
If  the  issent  to  the  resolutions  of  the  other 
baoch  of  the  Xjegislatore  was  not  sufficient, 
ftey  dionld  have  been  introduced  in  the 
Comusil  long  ago;  if  it  waa  sufficient,  there 
MS  DO  use  in  their  being  discussed  by  the 
LcgiilatiTe  Council.  Should  the  Council  hap- 
pen not  to  approve  of  the  principles  they  laid 
-down  it  was  quice  certain  that  no  attention 
would  be  paid  to  its  decision'.  It  would  find 
itMlf  placed  in  a  very  undignified  positian. 
Under  these  oircmnstanoes  he  should  feel 
IxnDd  to  vote  for  the  "  previous  question ;"  but 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  consent  to 
withdraw  the  resolutions.  With  regard  to  the 
uieition  of  an  honourable  member  that  if  the 
condact  of  Native  affairs  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  Besponsible  Ministers  the  war  at  the  Wai- 
tua  would  never  have  occurred,  he  (Mr.  Ebkll) 
begged,  in  justice  to  the  late  Gkivemor,  to  point 
out  that  every  one  of  the  important  steps 
which  resulted  in  hosttUties  had  been  taken  by 
Colonel  Browne  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
«I  his  Ministers. 

Ihe  Hon.  Mr.  TANCREID,  in  reply,  said  that 
ha  thon^t  if  the  Ministry  had  had  their  way 
in  1858  the  Waitata  war  would  not  have  oo- 
«nned:  if  Mr.  Biclunond's  scheme  had  been 
caitied  out  it  would  have  prevented  the  occur- 
rences that  led  to  the  necessity  of  war.  The 
Bom.  Colonel  Kenny  had  congratulated  him  on 
his  change  of  opinions  ;  but  he  still  held  the 
ppiniflns  he  formerly  entertained,  and  should 
is  smilar  oircmnstanoes  still  support  Minis- 
terial re^Kmsibility  in  Native  affairs.  But  cir- 
<nnirt»pce8  were  altered,  and  in  a  state  of  war 
an  outlay  was  required  which  the  colony  could 
aotaSord.  The  Hon-  Mr.  Stokes's  argument 
would  be  lost  in  other  cironmstanoes,  and  it 
wssdesiraMe  we  should  show  our  hearty  co- 
opeiation ;  bnt  he  did  not  think  by  these  te- 
Rlotions  that  Ministers  were  evading  their 
•■•PMisibility :  all  they  said  was,  they  would 
not  involve  the  colony  in  any  expenditure  for 
IfatiTC  purposes  beyond  what  was  actually 
rated.  He  thought  the  honourable  member 
had  haidly  done  justice  to  the  late  Oovemor. 
But  the  Imperial  Chivemment  had  said  that  the 
uloBy  had  no  voice  in  the  matter.  [Thehonour- 
tUa^tntlanan  concluded  by  expressing  himself 
M  be  m  the  bands  o(  the  Council,  and  to  be  ready 
to  withdraw  tha  resolutions  if  they  desired  it,  as 
'tsrapeared  that  there  was  a  strong  fedling  in 
:he  Council,  both  among  those  who  supported 
uid  those  who  opposed  t£e  resolutions,  against 
heezptewion  of  any  opinion  either  in  one  way 
■  the  other.] 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell's  amendment  was  then 
ntbdrawa. 
-Original  motion  withdrawn. 

FIKST  BEADING. 
Satire  Besarres  Amendment  Bill. 

BELIi  INTRODUCED. 
PabUc  Beaerves  Act  Amendment  Bill. 


SAILE  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  RATES 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWEIiL,  in  asking  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  land  for 
the  non-payment  of  rates,  briefly  explained  the 
objects  of  the  Bill.  He  said  that  a  practice 
had  grown  up  of  imposing  rates  for  malring 
roads  and  other  local  improvements  in  di&erent 
provinces,  and  that  the  object  of  this  Bill  was 
to  enable  Provincial  Governments  to .  invoke 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
recovery  of  rates  in  cases  of  non-payment.  The 
Bill  was  called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  and  would,  he  believed#meet  with  general 
acceptance. 

Leave  grajited,  and  Bill  introdnoed. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  28th  August,  1861. 

Jadlolal  —  Fublie  BeB«rve<  Act— Lighthouses— Of- 
floeTB  of  the  Ijeglslature— Seat  of  QoTeromeDt— 
Customs— Miners' Bepresent&tion  Bill— Waste 
Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill  —  L<and  Registry 
Amendment  Bill — Bnpreme  Oonrt  Amendment 
Bill  (No.  B)— Momimkted  Superintendents  Bill- 
Second  Beading— OoldfleldB  Bill— Crown  Lands 
Bill— Supply. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock 
Pb&tebs. 

JUDICIAL. 

MajorRICHARDSON  asked  Ministers,  What 
steps  they  design  taking  with  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Judge  for  the  Province  of 
Otago? 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  they  would  writo 
down  to  offer  the  appointment  to  Mr.  C.  W. 
Richmond. 

PUBUO  RESERVES  ACT. 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked.  Whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  tiie  Government  to  introduce  a 
Bill  during  the  present  session  to  alter  or  amend 
"  The  Public  Reserves  Act,  1854  "  1 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  a  Bill  with  this 
object  would  be  introduced  immediatelv  into 
the  other  Eoose  by  the  Attorney-General. 

LIGHTHOCSBS. 

Mr.  OARGILL  asked  Ministers,  What  st^s 
they  design  to  take  with  respect  to  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  Dog  Island,  Foveaux  Strait  ? 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  the  Government 
recognized  to  the  full  extent  the  importance  of 
this  matter.  The  particular  difficulty  was  one 
of  finance.  It  would  be  convenient,  perhaps, 
for  the  province  to  advance  the  money  to  erect 
the  light,  and  fix  the  security  on  the  lighthouse 
dues.  He  could  give  assurance  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  that  as  soon  as  posatble  a 
lighthouse  should  be  erected  in  what  should  be 
found  to  be  the  most  suitable  part  of  Foveaux 
Strait. 

OFFICERS  OP  THE  LEGISLATURE. 
Mr.  CABLETON  moved  for  all  oonespQA-r 
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denoe  not  yet  laid  on  the  table  concerning  the 
appointment  of  officers  of  the  Legislatuie. 

Slotion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELD  moved,'  That  the  clerks  and  other 
officers  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Executive  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution, with  one  exception.  The  Chairman  of 
Committees,  having  so  great  a  responsibility 
placed  upon  him,  should  also  recommend  his 
own_  immediate  assistants.  He  would  move 
the  addition  of  tke  words  "  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  Clerk -Assistant,  who,  acting  as 
Clerk  of  Committees,  should  be  similarly  ap- 
pointed on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees." 

Mr.  FOX  thought  that,  as  in  the  neighbonr- 
ing  colonies,  all  such  officers  and  clerks  should 
be  appointed  by  His  Excellency  on  the  advice 
of  his  Besponsible  Ministers,  it  being  under- 
stood that  they  would  in  all  cases  consult  Mr. 
Speaker,  and,  except  for  very  strong  reasons 
against  it,  take  his  recommendation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  having  made  an  explanation 
of  past  proceedings  in  this  matter,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  with  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Speaker  and  the 
Colonial  Secretary  vrith  the  Oovemments  of 
the  Australian  Colonies,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Clerk-Assistant  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, be  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this 
House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  petition  from  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  of  Ohristohurch  relative  to 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  ^is  House. 

CUSTOMS. 
Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  moved.  That,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  House,  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
the  colony  call  for  a  revision  of  the  Customs 
Duties  Act  of  1858.  That,  without  strictly  de- 
fining the  specific  changes  which  are  requisite 
to  be  made,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
direction  of  such  change  should  be  towards  a 
simplification  of  the  tariff  by  a  repeal  of  the 
measurement  rates  at  present  levied  and  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  a  few  enumerated  ar- 
ticles of  general  consumption.  He  said  it 
would  be  remembered  that  since  the  passing  of 
the  Customs  Act  of  1858  the  Wellington  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  had  been  making  unceasing 
efforts  to  have  it  revised.  His  objections  were 
aimed  prinoiptLlly  against  the  measurement 
and  tonnage  duties.  The  effect  of  the  Act  in 
its  present  form  was  to  levy  much  higher 
duties  on  goods  used  by  the  labouring-classes 
than  on  goods  used  by  the  other  classes.  Many 
articles  of  luxury  were  admitted  duty-free.  It 
was  not  his  intention,  in  moving  this  resolution, 
Mr,  CarkUm 


that  it  should  be  carried  into  efieettirls 
That  could  not  be  expected.  The  existiiig  iat 
required  amendment,  as  he  had  known  aa 
instance  where  a  large  quantity  of  highly  dgfi. 
able  articles  had  been  shipped  from  has  ta 
Auckland,  and  the  lighter  duties  being  paid 
there,  then  the  goods  tninghipped  to  WeDiiigta 
and  landed  duty-paid.  He  hoped  thetesolmiEa 
would  receive  the  attention  and  connidtBrica 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CABGILL  seconded  the  resotataon.  Ei 
regretted  very  tnuch  that  action  conld  sottt 
takesn  in  this  matter  this  session.  It  moldbe 
admitted  on  eJI  hsinds  that  a  revisioii  offtt 
tariff  of  the  coloiiy  was  neceoaiy.  RoiAi 
mere  want  of  definiteness  it  reqgini  » 
vision.  The  principle  of  the  taoifi  wsannai, 
particularly  the  measurement,  by  which  tU^ 
duty  was  demanded  upon  a  large  paeta£t(f 
small  value,  whilst  a  small  package  d  k^ 
value  paid  but  a  small  duty.  The  mesEie- 
ment  system  caused  great  delay,  gnat  mat- 
venience,  and  expense.  He  thou^t  Qie  Udf 
system  of  the  Australian  Colonies  ooold  n; 
aidvantageously  be  adopted.  He  was  iUoptk 
opposed  to  an  ad  vaiorem  duty,  irhuih  nai 
honourable  gentlemen  advocated.  He  tiKel 
some  promise  would  be  given  that  this  miBa 
would  be  taken  up  next  session. 

Mr.  WOOD  admitted  the  great  importuad 
the  question  raised  by  the  resolntian.  Hemoli 
be  the  last  man  to  say  that  the  tarifiwMtf» 
feet  one.  It  was  anomalous  thM  mdMii 
trousers  should  pay  a  higher  duty  than  db 
or  satins ;  it  was  also  an  anomaly  that  svat 
ing-mon  should  pay  a  higher  duty  ojiai  ^ 
boots  and  shoes  than  a  dandy  paii  vps  bil 
jew^ery.  In  reference  to  Vae  taisngofi 
revenue  npon  articles  of  luxury,  he  «ai  4 
opinion  that  they  would  raise  no  daty  iM 
ever  npon  what  were  called  articles  ol  Ian9 
They  must  raise  it  upon  articles  of  ^lai 
constunption.  His  attention  had  been  dcM 
to  the  present  Act.  He  found  that  the  dM^I 
upon  the  revenue  were  increasing,  and  «ewB 
getting  a  good  revenue  from  the  pieaoit  tsaL 
That  was  the  reason  why  the  late  Govsnaai 
thought  it  better  nbt  to  exparimentaliu  laAt 
tariff.  He  objected  to  the  resoludoD  becM 
it  pledged  the  House  to  the  particnlaidincBn 
which  must  be  taken  if  any  altaatiot « 
made  in  the  tariff.  However,  he  wraU  0* 
take  to  give  the  best  oonsideratiQii  to  the  B- 
jeot,  and  he  would  undertake  that  nsitH^ 
the  House  should  be  put  in  poesessioBdsiB 
information  as  would  enable  the  Enss  l> 
come  to  a  eortect  determini^on. 

Mr.  CURTIS  contended  that  the  ufSia 
of  some  honourable  members  that  the  t^ 
affected  the  working-classes  moie  thu « 
other  classes  was  a  fallacy.  Out  of  a  bi*J 
of  £168,000,  £108,000  was  raised  onaitidHOl 
luxury,  and  £65,000  only  on  articles  of  g««« 
consumption.  ,  : 

Mr.  STAFFORD  looked  upon  the  oijeebal 
to  the  tariff  as  a  merchants'  cry.  All  demiafll 
for  change  in  the  tariff  prociBeded  bam  w 
class,  importers  of  merchandise.  In  leieiaM 
to  the  measurement  duty,  h«  wooldcallatta) 
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Hon  to  ihe  fact  that  the  tevenne  derived  from 
Htiolai  nomiTig  nndei  that  head  was  leas  since 
the  measmement  and  tonnage  duties  were  in- 
trodneed— much  less  than  the  revenue  derived 
from  them  before  the  introduction  of  that 
ejitem.  He  denied  that  the  tariff  acted  op- 
pressively on  the  poor  man. 

BIr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  was  perfectly  satisfied 
Trith  the  result  of  the  debate,  and  more  partibn- 
laily  with  the  remarks  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
Eurer.  He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENATJi  objected  to  the  withdrawal. 

Motion  negatived. 

MINEBS'  BEPRBSBNTATION  BHiIi. 
The  amendments  made  in  the  Miners'  Bepre- 
sentation  Bill  by  the  Legislative  Council  were 
adopted  by  the  House. 

WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  CABLETON  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill,  anS 
said  that  the  eSect  of  this  Bill  simply  was  to 
tdtei  the  term  of  five  years,  which  by  the  pre- 
sent relations  forty-acre  men  had  to  wait 
for  their  Crown  grants,  to  three  years.  He 
desired  this  change  to  be  made  by  the  House, 
so  as  to  make  it  Ekbsolutely  certain. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  opposed  the  Bill. 
He  looked  upon  it  as  unnecessary,  and  in  direct 
contradiction  of  a  resolution  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Grievances  which  had  al- 
ready been  adopted  by  this  House.  That  Com- 
mittee had  rex>orted-: 

"  In  connection  with  the  petitions  just  re- 
ported on,  the  Committee  have  agreed  to  the 
following  resolution,  which  they  submit  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House : — 

"That,  in  the  opinion  -of  this  Committee,  no 
petitions  for  compensation  in  land,  nor  any 
claiios  for  special  consideration  Eurising  out  of 
the  land  r^ulations  of  any  province,  should  be 
entertained  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
antil  an  opportunity  shall  have  been  afforded 
to  the  Council  of  the  province  concerned  to 
excess  its  opinion  thereupon.' " 

Be  accepted  that  resolution  as  a  guide. 
Prior  to  coming  down  this  session  he  received 
an  address  from  the  Provincial  Council  em- 
bodying the  following  report : — 

"The  evidence  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  a 
shorter  period  than  five  years  being  fixed  for 
the  issue  of  the  grant— namely,  three  years. 
Your  Committee  concur  in  this  opinion  for  the 
following  reasons :  It  releases  the  land  forfeited 
much  sooner  to  the  Government ;  it  brings 
the  occnpiers  nnder  the  operation  of  local  laws, 
and  has  a  tendency  in  every  way  to  benefit  the 
oonntiy  and  landholders ;  and  it  would  relieve 
large  nimibeiB  now  in  occupation  by  enabling 
than  to  deal  with  their  property  as  beehold." 

That  report  was  backed  up  by  the  following 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  of  the  Auck- 
land Provincial  Council :  "  Council  recom- 
mend that  the  Provincial  Solicitor  be  instructed 
to  draft  a  Bill  for  giving  efiect  to  the  proposal 
contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  report, 
and  that  such  Bill  be  introduced  in  the  coming 
Masion  of  the  General  Assembly."    The  BiU 


he  introduced  met  that  view.    He  had  a  Bill 
prepared  to  give  efieet  to  the  wish  of   the 
CounoiL 
The  House  divided. 

Ayis,  8. 
Atkinson  Jollie  Wilson. 

PitzQerald        Richmond,  J.  0.       Teller. 
Graham,  G.       Bussell  Carleton. 

Nobs,  li. 
Brandon  Pitahetbert      Taylor,  W.  W. 

Bntler  Fox  Thomson 

Carter  Munio,}'.         Williamson,Jno. 

Oookson  Nixon  Teller. 

Featherston      Benall         ■    O'Borke. 
Majority  agaunst,  6. 
Motion  negatived. 

LAND  REGISTRY  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Land  Registry  Amendment  Bill 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

SUPREME  COUET  AMENDMENT  BILL 

(No.  2). 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Supreme  Court  Amendment  Bill 

gio.  2)  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the 
ill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

NOMINATED  SUPERINTENDENTS  BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  Nominated  Superinten- 
dents Bill, 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved,  That  the  said 
order  be  discharged. 

The  House  divided. 

Ates,  20. 


Brandon 

Gillies 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cargill 

Graham,  G. 

Thomson 

Carter 

Harrison 

Ward 

Dick 

Munro,  J. 

Williamson,Jno 

Featherston 

Ormond 

Wood. 

Fitzherbert 

O'Borke 

Teller. 

Fox  > 

Benall 

Nobs,  19. 

Richardson. 

Atkinson 

Jollie 

Weld 

BeU 

Mason 

Wells 

Butler 

Nixon 

William8on.Ja8 

Carleton 

Richmond,  3.  CWihmn. 

Cookson 

Russell 

Curtis 

Stafford 

!r«Her. 

Domett 

Watt 

FitzGerald. 

Majotify  for, 

1. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  order  discharged  ac- 

cordingly. 

SECOND  READING. 
Aaokland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  BiU 
(No.  1). 

QOIiDFIELDS  BILL. 
The  Honse  went  into  Cocomittee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  faxtbei  considexation  of  the  Qoldfields 
BilL 
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Frogresg  xepoited,  and  leave  giTea  to  Bit 
again. 

CBOWN  LANDS  BILIj. 
The  Hoose  tiien  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideiatioa   of   the  Otown 
Lauds  Bill. 

Clause  7.  —  Powers  and  duties  of  Com- 
missioner. 

Subsection  {d). — ^To  remove  all  trespassen 
and  persons  unlawfully  occupying  Crown  lands, 
and  all  their  cattle,  stock,  goods,  &o. 

Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  as  an  amendment.  To 
add  at  the  end  of  subsection  (<Z)  the  following 
words :  "  and  such  cattle,  stock,  goods,  chattels, 
and  effects  to  impound  in  some  public  pound, 
and  sell  by  public  auction  if  the  same  be  not 
replevied  or  redeemed  within  twenty-one  days 
after  being  so  impounded  by  payment  of  all 
expenses  incurred  by  the  removu  and  impound- 
ing thereof  and  incidental  thereto,  and  also  ol 
all  penalties  which  may  have  been  incurred  in 
consequence  of  the  trespass  or  intrusion  by 
such  cattle,  stock,  goods,  chattels,  and  effects ; 
and  the  proceeds  of  any  sale,  after  payment  of 
the  costs  thereof,  of  the  removal  and  impound- 
ing of  such  cattle  and  incidental  thereto,  and 
of  all  penalties  aforesaid,  shall  be  {Aid  to  the 
party  entitled  thereto  on  application  to  the 
Commissioner." 

The  Committee  divided. 

AxBS,  23. 

Bell  Fox  Taylot,  W.  W. 

Brandon  Oraham,  B.  Williaioson,  Jas 

Oargill  Harrison  Williamsoa,Jno 

Carter  Mason  Wilson 

Cookson  Moorhouse  Wood. 

Dick  BenaU 

Domett  Richmond,  A.  J.       TeQer. 

FitzOerald  Russell  Stafford. 

Noes,  10. 
Atkinson  Nixon  Wdd. 

Butler  Ormond 

Colenso  Richmond,  J.  0.       Teller, 

JolUe  Watt  Ward. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported    to    the    House  with  conend- 
ments,    and   report   ordered    to   be   received 
to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IM  COHMITIEE. 

The  items  under  the  head  of  "Judicial," 
charged  provinoially,  were  agreed  to. 

The  following  amounts  ware  then  agreed 
to :  Colonial  Secretary's  Department,  £1,405 ; 
Attorney-General's  Department,  JE600;  Colo- 
nial Treasurer's  Depanment,  £670;  Auditor- 
General's  Department,  £1,1S0. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved.  That  there  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  costs  and  charges 
of  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Judges  of 


the  Supreme  Court  on  oizonit,  a  sum  sot  ex- 
ceeding £600. 

Mr.  BENALL  moved,  as  an  amewhrifiit, 
That  the  item  be  reduced  to  the  sum  of  £380i 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  i».iinmHm«.it 


Ates,  7. 

Colenso 

Graham,  B. 

TetUr. 

Featherston 

Rhodes 

RenaU. 

Graham,  O. 

TaylM,  W.  W. 
Nobs,  25. 

Bell 

Mason 

Ward 

Butler 

Monro,  D. 

Watt 

Cookson 

Moorhouse 

Weld 

Diok 

Nixon 

Domett 

Ormond 

FitzOerald 

Bichmond,  3,  CWOsom. 

Fox 

BusseU 

GilUes 

Stafford 

TOtr. 

JolUe 

Thomson 

Wood. 

Majorify  against,  18. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  amount  etgreed  to. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  the  preroia 
in  the  Civil  List  for  the  estahlishment  of  tiu 
General  Government  and  for  judicial  safacs 
be  increased..  That  the  following  smm  b« 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  salaiiei  iii 
expenses  of  the  niuler-mentioned  offieet  ps 
annum:  Item  1,  Governor,  £4,500;  Iton  i 
Governor's  establishment,  £1,000;  Item  i, 
Chief  Justice,  £1,700. 

Item  1  agreed  to. 

Item  2  withdrawn. 

Item  8  read. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved,  as  eta  ameaiami, 
To  reduce  the  item  to  £1,500. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  amesdiBeBt. 


Ates,  10. 

Colenso 

Ormond              Willi«niaia,J» 

Featherston 

Renall 

Fox 

Rhodes                      TMr. 

Graham,  G. 

Taylor,  W.W.  CartM. 

Noes,  21. 

Mason  Ward 

Monro,  D.  Watt 

Moorhouse  Weld 

Nixon  WiUianuot,}* 

Richardson  Wilson. 
Richmond,  J.  C.        Tetttr. 

Russell  Stafioil 


Atkinson 

Bell 

CarsiU 

Cookson 

Domett 

FitzOerald 

Gillies 

JoUie 

Majority  against,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  amount  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  That  ftaefte 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  «tai« 
of  three  Puisne  Judges  at  £1,500  each,  aoa 
not  exceeding  £4,500. 

Mr.  COLENSO  proposed,  as  an  aaiendin*«» 
To  reduce  the  item  for  each  Judge  to  ^JXO. 

Tha  Committee  divided. 


Carter 
FeatherstoB' 


Axes,.  12. 
Fox 
Oraham,  O. 


Benall 
Bhodes 
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Biohatdson 

Williamson,  Jas       Ttlltr. 

Taylor,  W.  \ 
Wud 

Nobs,  17. 

AUdnson 

Gillies 

Richmond,  J.  0. 

BeU 

JolUe 

Watt 

Oamll 

Mason 

Weld 

Cookson 

Monro,  D. 

Wilson. 

Domett 

Mooi^ose 

Tetter. 

KtaGetald 

Nixon 

Stafford. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  COLiENSO  proposed,  as  a  further  amend- 

ment. That  the  item  for  each 

Judge  be  reduced 

to  £1,400. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  12. 

Carter 

Bhodes 

Williamson,  Jas 

Featherston 

Biohacdson 

Williamton,Jno 

Fox 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Teller. 

Giaham,0. 

Ward 

Colenao. 

tMamU 

Noes,  17. 

Atkinson 

Gillies 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

■Bell 

Jollie 

Watt 

CaigiU 

Mason 

Weld 

CodtaBon 

Monro,  D. 

Wilson.    - 

Domett 

Moorhonsa 

TeUer. 

FitcGerald 

'    Nixon 

StaSord. 

Majority  against,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  amomit  agreed  to. 

The  following  items  were  then  read  and 
agreed  to:  Colonial  SecreUoy,  £1,000;  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  £1,000;  Minister  for  Native 
Afiairs,  £1,000;  Postmaster-General,  £1,000; 
Attorney- General,  £1,000;  Under-Secretary 
(permanent),  £600 ;  Assistant  Treasurer  (per- 
manent), £600;  Assistant  Law  Officer,  £600; 
general  expenses,  £500. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  was 
agreed.  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  requesting  His 
Exoellenoy  to  cause  to  be  brought  into  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  a  BiU  to  amend 
"  The  Civil  List  Act,  1868,"  in  order  that  the 
above  alterations  may  be  carried  into  effect. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minntes  past 
midnight. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  a9th  Aitguat,  1868. 


Plivileee  —  Amendmenta  by  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
senuitives  —  First  Beamngs  —  Native  Beserves 
Amendment  BUI. 

Tlia  Hon.  the  Spkaksb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'eloek. 

PSATEB8. 

PRTVILEGE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  it 
«M  agreed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Coun- 


cil, it  is  desirable  that  members  of  this  Council 
should  be  famished  with  copies  of  such  printed 
Bills  as  may  be  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  oiroolated  among  the 
members  thereof. 

It  was  ordered.  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed 
to  take  steps  for  the  due  efieot  being  obtained 
to  the  above  resolution. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  THE  HOUSE  OP 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  following  Bills  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Council:  Supreme  Court 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  2),  Land  Registiy 
Amendment  Bill. 

■  FIRST  READINGS. 
Pnblio  Reserves  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Sale 
for  Non-payment  of  Rates  BiU. 

NATIVE  BESERVES  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Native  Beserves  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

The  Oonnoil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  29th  August,  18611. 


Telegraphic  Commanication— Judicial— Fhrst  Bead- 
ing—Hawke's  Bay  Petition— Goldflelds  Bill— 
Supply— Marine  Boards  BUl-Crown  Iiands  Bill 
Supply.  

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbxtkbs. 

TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION. 

Major  RICHARDSON,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Cargill,  asked.  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  take  any  steps  towards  the 
establishment  of  telegraphic  communication 
between  the  provinces  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  this  was  one  of  those 
objects  which  he  had  always  strongly  desired 
to  see  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible.  At  pre- 
sent, however,  we  were  frittering  away  a  fine 
fortune  in  paying  our  debts.  Fifteen  thousand 
pounds'  surplus  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
estimates  of  the  late  Government,  and  which 
might  now  have  been  applied  to  electric  tele- 
l^ph,  must  now  go  to  the  Duke  ol  Newcastle. 
He  trusted,  however,  that  some  means  might 
yet  be  found  for  carrying  on  these  important 
works.  The  expense  of  steam  communication 
having*  been  entirely  borne  on  the  Customs 
revenue,  this,  which  was  a  true  colonizing 
question,  might  fairly,  perhap,  be  charged  upon 
the  territorial  revenue.  The  honourable  the 
mover  bad  some  control  over  that  revenue,  and 
if  he,  or  the  authorities  of,  any  other  province, 
would  devise  a  way  by  which  it  might  bo  ap- 
plied to  this  purpose,  the  General  Government 
would  give  their  best  aid  to  the  project ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  do  it  at  the  present  time  out 
of  the  Customs  revenue,  and,  desirable  as  the 
object  was,  if  left  to  the  General  Government 
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he  feared  it  tvould  have  to  stand  over  for  another 
year. 

JUDICIAL. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  moved,  That,  inasmuch 
as  by  a  recent  decision  this  House  has  affirmed 
that,  in  future,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
may  be  appointed  from  among  the  members  of 
the  Bar  in  the  colony  with  advantage  to  the 
public  service  ;  and  whereas  it  is  desirable  to 
remove  some  impediments  that  may  otherwise 
tend  to  prevent  this  wish  of  the  House  from 
being  carried  out  in  practice ;  and,  farther,  in 
order  to  guard  from  suspicion,  under  the  new 
arrangements  contemplated,  that  high  charac- 
ter for  impartiality  so  essential  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  Bench,  this  House  desires  to 
record  its  opinion  that,  in  future,  ^o  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  ought  to  be  appointed  to  a 
seat  in  the  Legislature.  He  did  not  bring  this 
'  forward  with  any  reference  to  past  transactions, 
but  solely  with  a  view  of  elevating  and  protect- 
ing the  Bar  of  this  country. 

Mr.  WELLS  had  much  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  motion,  believing  that  the  judicial 
Bench  could  not  be  too  far  removed  from  politi- 
cal influences. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  was  afraid  the  motion 
might  have  a  personal  appearance  outside. 
The  present  Chief  Justice  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  and  with  great  advantage  to  the 
country.  Our  legal  legislation  httd  been  much 
improved  by  that  gentleman's  activity,  and 
attention  in  the  other  House ;  and  there  never 
had  been  the  shadow  of  a  charge  of  partisan  im- 
partiality brought  against  him.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Stafford)  'that,  if  there  was  to  be  an 
entire  separation  of  judicial  and  political 
functions,  the  political  authorities  should 
have  no  power  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
exercise  of  judicial  functions ;  and  he  did  not 
see  why  any  distinction  should  be  made  be- 
tween Judges  and  Magistrates,  half  a  dozen 
paid  Magistrates  having  seats  in  this  Legisla- 
ture at  this  time.  Unless  he  saw  the  motion 
thus  amended  he  could  not  support  it,  as  it 
was  too  one-sided  and  personal. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  supported  the  motion, 
and  dissented  from  the  objections  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford). 
The  higher  Judges  were  not  mere  administra- 
tors of  law,  but  the  interpreters  of  it ;  and  he 
tiiought,  therefore,  they  should  not  assist  in 
making  it.  He  agreed  that  stipendiary  Magis- 
trates ought  not  to  be  in  the  other  House  either, 
nor  the  Attomey-Oeneral. 

Major  RICHARDSON  would  support  the 
motion.  The  opinion  of  the  Judges  niught  be 
obtained  on  legislation  without  their  taking 
part  in  controversy  in  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  CARLETON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  pass  this  resolution.  It  was  extremely  im- 
proper at  the  present  time,  and  might,  if 
passed,  give  rise — most  unjustly — to  great  sus- 
picion that  their  motive  was  one  of  revenge 
for  certain  occurrences  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  FOX  was  sorry  to  hear  the  very  improper 
remarics  of  the  last  speaker.    He  warmly  sup- 
ported this  motion,  and  thought  it  was  ex- 
Mr.  Ward 


tremely  necessary;  for,  suppose  a  Judge  te 
commit  himself  on  the  floor  of  the  Houie  t»a 
legal  opinion  in  argument  with  a  counsel  lAo 
eJso  had  a  seat  in  the  House,  what  positioD 
would  he  be  in  when  he  took  his  seat  on  tbi 
bench,  8knd  this  same  counsel,  perhaps,  arned 
a  case  before  him  involving  the  same  pamt} 
And  he  (Mr^  Fox)  considered  this  motiaD  » 
much  the  more  important  now  that  the  Hoon 
had  decided  that  gentlemen  in  the  coloa;  iA» 
had  previously  taken  part  in  the  poUtics  oi  the 
country  might  be  appointed  to  the  of^  c< 
Judge. 

Mr.  COLENSO  would  support  the  moticoif 
it  were  made  to  have  a  retrospective  eflect 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  repUed  to  the  remsib 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  d 
Islands  and  the  honourable  member  for  Nelaa 
City,  and  argued  that  Judges  of  the  SapnM 
Court,  being  Judges  of  Appeal,  were  in  s  mj 
different  position  from  other  Judgee  lai 
stipendiary  Magistrates — for  the  exclnsioDttf 
whom  from  this  Legislature,  however,  he  wM 
be  glad  to  see  the  honourable  membet  it 
Nelson  City  bring  in  a  Bill  himself.  It  would 
soon  be  that  political  offences  would  b»n  to 
be  brought  before  these  Judges,  and  if  till 
resolution  was  not  passed  now  it  would  beotw 
more  difficult  every  year. 

The  House  divided. 


Cargill 


Ayes,  19. 


JoUie 


Ta^cr,W.W. 


Cookson 

Moorhousa         Thoman 

Dick 

Monro,  J.          Wells 

Featherston 

Ormond              WiUiainion,JM 

Pox 

O'Rorke 

Gillies 

Richaidsnn               TeOtr. 

Graham,  G. 

Richmond,  A.  J.FitiihArtad 

Nobs,  U. 

Atkinson 

BeU 

Russell               Wilson 

Golenso 

Stafford              Wood. 

Curtis 

Ward                       TtOtt. 

Domett 

Watt                 Cadeton. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINO. 

Panama  Route  Postal  Bill. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  PETITION. 

Mr.  ORMOND  brought  up  the  report  ol* 
Select  Committee  on  ^e  Hawke'sBay  Petitio, 
and  moved,  That  the  report  do  lis  upoo  tki 
table. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  seconding  the  motion,  uid,  witli 
reference  to  this  report,  that  Colonel  BomQ 
had  not  been  singled  out  to  try  this  t/m, 
nor  even  directed  to  sit  on  the  beaoh,  bit 
simply  to  initiate  the  prosecution.  As  to  tiie 
last  uause  but  one  of  the  report,  the  mn 
why  prosecutions  had  only  been  inititaiid  is 
Auckland  was  that  in  that  provinoe  &• 
power  of  prosecuting  was  delegated  tQ  the  {lo- 
vinoial  authorities.  The  case  under  considen- 
tion  was  quite  an  exeeptional  one.  When  he 
visited  E&wke's  Bay  aa  repiesentiiig  tb«  0»- 
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-^wnnwnt,  Benata  said  to  him  the  naaan  why 
•Uaa  Katives  despised  oax  law  -was  because  we 
-floold  not  put  it  in  force,  giving  as  an  instance 
lll»t  they  7the  Government)  c<nild  not  torn  Mjc. 
Oolenso  on  the  piece  of  land  which  they  gave 
to  ttie  Gospel  long  ago;  npon  which  he  (Mr. 
l*ox)  determined  ti^at  it  should  be  tried,  the 
MiminnaTy  Society  having  resigned  its  claim  to 
tile  land  in  question  on  the  express  condition 
•Hokt  it  was  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Natives. 
It  had  been  hinted  that  the  Government  did 
not  pat  this  Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance 
hi  force  beoanse  of  the  large  runholders  illegally 
oeea|iying  Native  land ;  but  that  was  not  the 
iaot,  as,  had  it  been  put  thoroughly  in  force, 
ifc  would  not  have  affected  the  runholders  to  a 
Irasdiedth  part  of  the  extent  that  it  would  the 
poor  sawyers,  wood-cutters,  shingle-splitters, 
ieo.,  scattered  about  the  Native  lands  in  the 
porsuit  of  their  ordinary  oooupation,  which 
seemed  a  great  hardship. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  confirmed  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
Hkm.  The  Stafford  Ministry  had,  as  fa^r  as  he 
xemembered,  never  instituted  but  one  proseou^ 
tion  under  this  ordinance,  and  that  was  in  the 
«Me  of  Mr.  St.  Hill,  in  Wellington,  it  being 
lihonght  improper  that  a  Government  officer 
dtooM  be  in  illegal  oooupation  of  Native  lands. 
BV>r  a  long  time  they  had  had  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  desirable  either  to  repeal  the  Act  or 
to  put  it  in  force.  Upon  a  rough  kind  of  in- 
•qnizy  it  was  fomid  that  there  were  between  two 
and  three  thousand  persons  in  illegal  occuptk- 
tion  of  Native  lands.  Such  a  course  of  State 
trials  would  have  caused  so  much  excitement 
with  a  section  of  the  population  which  had  so 
lazge  an  influence  over  the  Natives  in  the  dis- 
tricts where  they  lived  that  the  then  Govem- 
Bient  shrank  from  enforcing,  as  a  genexal  rule, 
:fiie  terms  of  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  was  abont  to  speak,  when 
Xr.  SPEAKER  interrupted  the  discussion,  the 
Standing  Orders  forbidding  any  discussion  <hi 
-file  bringing-up  of  a  report. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOLDPIELDS  BILL. 

The  Goldfields  Bill  was  further  considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  House  with 
Amendments. 

The  Bill  was  then  recommitted,  and  the 
House  went  into  Committee  for  its  farther  oon- 
flideration. 

UtOOXMimB. 

danse  10. — ^The  Governor  may  cancel  or  sus- 
pend pasturage  licenses  on  goldfields. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  clause  as  printed  be  omitted,  with  a 
Tiew  to  insert  in  uen  thereof  the  following 
danse :  "  Whenever  any  goldfleld  Uiall  be  pro- 
ehumed  npon  or  over  any  Crown  lands  held 
nnder  a  depasturing  license,  the  licensee  may 

S've  notice  in  writing  to  the  Governor  that  he 
Mixes  to  surrender  his  license  so  far  as  regards 
tmj  portion  of  each  lands;  whereupon  such 
ficense  shall  be  cancelled  in  respect  of  snch 
portion  as  aforesaid :  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
we  0<xromor,  at  his  disotetion,  and  without 


any  snch  notice  of  surrender,  at  taij  time  to 
cancel  such  license,  either  wholly  or  so  far  as 
regards  any  such  portion  as  aforesaid,  or,  with 
the  concoxrence  of  such  licensee,  to  suspend 
such  license  as  regards  the  whole  or  any  portion 
of  the  lands  comprised  therein." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"Thai  tiie  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  9. 
Dick  O'Rorke  Wood. 

Domett  Ward  TeUer. 

Fitzherbert       Willianison,Jno  Bichardson. 
Monro,  3. 

Noes,  7. 
BeU  Curtis  Teller. 

Colenso  Jollie  Cargill. 

Cookson  Richmond,  A.  J. 

Majority  for,  2. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause,  as  printed,  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
and  report  ordered  to  bo  received  on  the  next 
sitting-day. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

MARINE  BOARDS  BILL. 
The  Marine  Boards  Bill  was  considered  in 
Committee,  reported    to   the   House  without 
amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

CROWN  LANDS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Crown  Lands  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  [read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COUMITTEE. 

The  following  amounts  were  then  voted : 
Department  of  Registrar  of  Land  and  Deeds, 
£1,950;  Rc^trar-General's  Department,  £940; 
Department  of  Commissionerof  Customs,  £225; 
Preventive  Service  at  Chatham  Islands,  £450. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  then  moved  the  fol- 
lowing: That  this  House  will  consider,  with 
a  strong  desire  to  concur  in  them,  any  proposi- 
tions that  His  Excellency,  with  or  through  his 
Advisers,  may  submit  to  it  for  relieving  the 
settlers  of  Taranaki  from  their  losses  of  pro- 
perty suSexed  during  the  late  insurrection,  foe 
replacing  that  settlement  on  a  secure  and  per- 
manent basis,  and  for  assisting  such  of  the 
inhabitants  as  may  not  choose  further  to  await 
the  issue  of  His  Excellency's  policy  with  regard 
to  that  province  to  remove  to  and  settle  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  He  said,  this  House 
would  perceive  that  the  objects  of  the  resola* 
tion  were  these  :  compensation  for  past  losseSi 
restoration  of  the  setUement,  end  assistanoe  to 
such  of  the  inhabitants  as  might  wish  to  le- 
move  from  it.  The  first  subject  had  already 
been  thoionghly  gone  into  by  his  honoarabto 
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friend  the  member  for  Grey  and  Bell.  It  was 
clear  the  settlers  did  propose  to  remain  in  their 
own  districts  and  defend  their  property;  but 
they  were  not  allowed  to  do  so.  They  could 
not,  however,  have  any  legal  claim  on  the 
Govermnent.  The  greatest  care  bad  been  nsed 
in  hnsbonding  the  relief  already  granted  to 
them.  There  need  be  no  doubt  that  if  this 
'were  granted  they  would  ooonpy  the  safer  parts 
of  'the  district  and  cultivate  it.  Though  they 
had  no  legal  claim,  he  had  always  thought  that 
the  colony  should  regard  these  losses  as  colonial 
ones,  if  the  finances  permitted  it.  Then,  as  to 
the  future  position  of  this  settlement,  the 
question  was  whether  the  House  ought  to  de- 
vote itself  to  restoring  that  settlement,  or  to 
deporting  the  settlers  and  abandoning  it.  He 
thought  the  maintenance  of  the  settlement  was 
absolutely  demanded  by  Sir  George  Grey's 
policy.  His  Excellency  himself  had  stated 
again  and  again  that  the  abandoning  of  Tara- 
naki  was  not  to  be  thought  of.  If  it  were  to 
be  considered,  the  settlers  had  so  much  more 
claim  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  on 
account  of  the  fitness  they  had  shown  for  the 
position — the  dogged  adhesiveness,  the  firmness 
and  patience,  which  they  had  shown  from  first 
to  last.  His  opinion  all  along  had  been  that  it 
was  their  place  to  stick  to  that  settlement  till 
they  were  righted.  It  would  be  out  of  place  at 
the  present  time  to  dictate  to  the  Government 
what  should  be  done,  but  he  believed,  if 
His  Excellency  should  take  immediate  steps 
for  re-occupying  the  Tataraimaka  Block  and 
fixing  military  posts  in  it,  that  what  they 
bad  heard  from  the  Ngatiruanui  tribes  would 
be  found  to  be  mere  bounce,  and  the  land 
would  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  settlers  and 
cultivated  at  once,  as  they  were  even  now  doing 
on  the  Bell  Block.  There  were  persons,  how- 
ever, who  would  not  be  likely  to  wait  the  issue 
of  the  present  policy ;  and  he  thought  it  was 
clear  they  should  be  allowed  to  leave,  both 
as  a  matter  of  policy  and  justice.  An  Act 
passed  in  1860,  empowering  Superintendents 
of  the  different  provinces  to  make  free  grants 
of  land  to  Taranaki  settlers,  was  no  longer  in 
operation,  and  had  not  been  acted  upon  to  any 
extent,  because  it  was  premature.  He  hoped 
the  Provincial  Governments  would  be  able  to 
make  them  some  offer  for  the  formation  of  a 
Joint  settlement. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  thought  the  most  prao- 
tioal  way  would  be  to  refer  this  petition  to  a 
Select  Committee,  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  gather  an  idea,  for  the  information 
of  the  House  before  it  rose,  of  the  amount 
required  for  the  compensation  of  those  settlers, 
which  he  thought  should  be  made  in  full. 

Mr.  HABBISON  said,  with  reference  to  this 
question,  he  heard  on  a  former  occasion  with 
much  satisfaction  the  plain,  manly,  and  tmth- 
fnl  statement  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Grey  and  BeU.  With  regard  to  iha  military 
operations  there,  he  had  ever  had  a  diffidence 
<Hi  giving  an  opinion  on  them ;  but  the  ex- 
perience of  twenty-one  years  had  oonvinoed 
aim  that  our  wars  with  the  Natives  had  been 
cUsoatrous  to  the  colonists,  and  VbaH  ao  long 
Ur.  J.  C.  Bichmond 


as  they  acted  only  on  the  defennve  the 
result  would  continue  to  be  so — so  kmg  as 
British  troops  took  up  a  position  in  a  town  the 
surrounding  settlements  most  suffer.  This  he 
said  with  every  respect  and  admixatioa  for  Hu 
bravery,  the  many  glorious  exoeUences,  justly 
ascribed  to  our  troops.  With  respect  to  the 
claims  of  the  Taranaki  sufferers,  he  had  always 
considered  that  such  ought  to  be  met  by  Im- 
perial not  by  colonial  resources.  Certainly  the 
clshims  of  thiat  suffering  province  were  admitted 
by  the  voice  of  the  whole  ooloay,  oome  from 
what  quarter  it  might.  Oompensfttion — so  far 
as  money  could  compensate — ^woold  not  be  with- 
held by  the  sympathizing  in  the  colony,  even  if 
such  were  to  necessitate  an  additional  botda 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  people.  He  took  an  addi- 
tional interest  in  this  questicHi,  as  it  appealed  to 
him  far  from  improbable  that  some  future  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  at  no  distant  period  migkt 
come  before  this  House  with  a  Bimiliar  stat» 
ment.  Whatever  difierences  of  opinion  migjit 
prevail  amongst  them  with  regard  to  the  justiecv 
necessity,  or  expediency  of  commencing  the  late 
war,  he  felt  assured  that  the  motion  before  litta 
would  receive,  as  it  loudly  called  for,  a  libeial 
consideration  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  said  the  qnestioD  cf 
amoimt  was  to  be  considered  as  well  as  (ha 
principle.  He  did  not  oppose  the  hcmoniabk 
member  for  Heathcote's  propositioo,  bat 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Government  was  t» 
consider  the  amount,  in  considering  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  settlers  were  entitled  at  ul  to 
compensation  at  the  hands  of  the  House.  The 
Imperial  Government,  he  had  always  cos- 
tended,  was  really  liable ;  but  there  was  a 
secondary,  a  sent^ental,  liability  resting  do. 
this  colony. 

Mr.  J,  0.  BICHMOND  said  the  result  <rf  a 
former  Committee  was  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  amount  of 
losses.  With  the  report  of  the  Conunissicn  tb» 
settlers  were  satisfied. 

Mr.  FOX  wished,  before  proceeding  forthar, 
to  hear  some  explanation  from  the  GovenunoDt 
of  their  views  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  expressed  a  nm- 
lar  wish,  and  explsined  the  intentiom  (A  Hn 
former  Commission,  which  had  been  alluded  ts. 
It  was  high  time  this  question  should  bi 
settled.  Tbeie  were  matters  alluded  to  in  tha 
petition  which  he  thought  it  very  desinUs 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  'Committee. 
Without  legislation  by  this  House  the  Fn- 
vinoial  Governments  would  be  powertesi  to 
grant  land  in  accordance  with  the  prayers  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  honoorable  meBi. 
her  for  Baagitikei  had  not  told  the  Hoon 
what  was  Mie  opinion  of  the  late  Govam- 
ment  on  this  question;  and  it  might  be 
assumed  he  could  not  commnnioate  enT* 
thing  of  the  sort  to  the  House,  not  haviog 
done  so  in  his  speech  at  ihe  oommeaoement 
of  the  session.  It  could  haidly  be  consideiad, 
then,  that  a  Government  only  a  few  daysia 
office  could  have  any  out-aad-dried  scheme  ts 
lay  b^re  the  House  on  this  questuw.    Be 
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agreed  with  what  the  hononrahle  memher  did 
Bay  aboat  Taranaki  on  that  oocasion :  bat  the 
Qovemment  had  not  got  any  particolai  plan 
to  lay  before  the  Hoase  on  the  subject ;  {or  this 
qnestaon,  more  than  any  other  connected  with 
yiel^atives,  was  an  Imperial  question,  and  one 
that  belonged  to  the  Gkivemor.  His  own  indi- 
vidual views  as  a  member  of  the  Ministry,  with- 
out reference  to  those  of  the  Governor,  were  that 
tiie  settlers  of  Taranaki  ought  to  be  compen- 
aated  for  their  losses,  and  that  loans  should  be 
Bused  to  compensate  them.  He  did  not  in  the 
least  donbt  that  the  colony  would  bear  the 
additional  burden,  even  though  it  exceeded  the 
tffionnt  down  on  the  estimates  as  the  revenue 
far  next  year.  From  the  late  news  from  Otago 
he   had  no    doubt   that  the   revenue  would 

CXj  exceed  that  put  down  in  the  estimates, 
second  portion  of  the  subject  was  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  settlement  of  Taranaki — 
with  regard  to  which  he  had  already  stated  the 
expressed  opinion  of  the  Governor  that  it  was 
a  point  of  national  honour  to  re-establish  that 
settlement,  if  possible,  in  a  more  prosperous 
state  than  it  had  ever  attained.  With  regard 
to  the  third  point,  he  had  some  donbt  as  to 
its  propriety.  The  losses  of  the  aettleie  should, 
he  thought,  only  be  relieved  upon  such  terms 
as  would  tend  to  effect  the  second  object — by 
keeping  them  on  the  spot — to  restore  their 
farms  and  buildings.  This  was  the  only  part 
of  the  resolution  that  he  should  demur  to ;  and 
he  should  be  exceedingly  glad  if  the  House  ex- 
pressed itself  in  favour  of  the  proposition  with 
that  exception,  and  enabled  the  Government 
to  bring  down  a  plan  which  must  involve  the 
raising  of  a  considerable  loan  for  carrying  out 
the  two  first  objects  of  the  resolution,  which 
the  Qovemment  would  do  at  an  early  date  if 
the  House  assented;  indeed,  it  would  have 
been  done  before  but  for  the  Native  Lands 
Bill  occup3ring  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Eonse. 

Mr.  WATT  thought  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
bad  policy  to  require  the  settlers  to  remain  on 
the  spot.  He  thought  some  scheme  ^ould  be 
matured  to  provide  means  by  which  those  who 
could  not  at  present  return  to  their  lands  might 
gain  a  livelihood  in  the  other  provinces  in  the 
meanwhile;  for  he  did  not  believe  that  one 
in  a  dozen  of  those  who  had  been  settled  at 
Taranaki  would  remain  away  from  it. 

Mr.  FITZHEB6EBT  said  his  opinion  was 
that  the  Government  ought  at  once  to  decide 
iHieii  the  proper  opportunity  was  for  restoring 
that  settlement,  and  to  allow  those  who  desired 
to  remove  ftom  it.  A  substantial  compensa- 
tion should  be  freely  given  to  the  Taranaki 
settlers.  He  supported  the  motion  in  its  en- 
tirety. 

Mr.  FOX  supported  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Heathcote,  to  ap|)oint 
a  Select  Committee,  and  expressed  his  opmion 
on  the  necessity  of  so  doing. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the  disap- 
pointment expressed  that  the  Ministry  had  not 
been  able  to  prepare  a  plan  on  this  subject 
waa  neither  founded  on  reason  nor  justice. 
Ihe  difBeulty  was  inunense.    No  one  could 


saiy,  indeed,  that  a  satisfactory  solution  of  it 
was  possible  at  present.  It  did  not  dejiend  on 
a  mere  money  vote,  but  upon  questions  which 
no  Ministry,  from  whatever  side  of  the  House — 
even  one  undertaking  the  whole  responsibility 
—could  possibly  nnderteJce  of  itself  to  deter- 
mine on.  The  Crown,  by  the  terms  of  peace 
which  it  made  vrith  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe,  had 
imported  into  the  case  that  kind  of  transaction 
in  which  any  colonial  Ministry  was  entirely 
incapacitated  to  interfere  ;  and,  apart  from 
those  terms  of  peace,  the  circumstances  of  the 
Tataraimaka  raised  a  question  which  only  the 
man  who  ruled  Imperial  interests  in  this  coun- 
try, and  could  direct  the  movement  of  the 
troops,  could  at  present  say  anything  about. 
The  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  in  his 
statement  of  policy,  said  that  the  Governor 
had  not  disclosed  his  intentions  with  respect  to- 
the  Tataraimaka  question,  and  that,  if  he  had, 
it  would  not  have  been  proper  for  the  Ministry 
to  communicate  them  to  the  House.  That 
difficulty  now  stared  them  in  the  face,  and 
would  continue  to  do  so  until.  Sir  George  Grey 
should  see  his  way  to  make  some  declaration 
which  might  be  made  public.  As  the  Native 
Minister,  on  whom  the  consideration  of  this 
question  more  particularly  devolved,  he  had 
not  yet  been  able  to'  see  his  way  to  any  such 
practical  oonolusion  as  would  justify  hint 
taking  the  initiative,  which  duty  would  natu- 
rally belong  to  him.  He  looked  upon  this, 
not  as  a  matter  of  sentiment,  but  entirely  as 
a  matter  of  business.  Their  first  consideration 
should  be  their  duty  to  the  Taranaki  settiers, 
and  secondly,  what  was  their  duty  to  the  whole 
colony.  The  colony  was  bound  not  to  make 
any  mere  partial  oompensation,  but  auffioient 
to  establish  them  in  their  former  position;  and 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
propose  that  whatever  pecuniary  relief  should 
be  given  should  be  applied  in  such  a  way  as  t» 
lead  to  the  permanent  establishment  of  the 
settlers,  in  pro^>erity,  at  Taranaki  or  somo- 
other  place  that  might  be  determined,  so  as 
not  uselessly  to  fritter  away  the  resources  of 
the    colony.    He  therefore   looked   for  some 

gractical  result  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
onourable  member  for  Heathcote.  The  Go> 
vemment  would  be  glad  of  the  iuformatioo, 
which  such  a  Committee  could  obtain,  in  order 
to  guide  the  minds  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  House  to  some  satisfactory  proposal  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Taransiki  settlers.  At  present 
they  certainly  did  not  see  their  way,  but  ho 
was  satisfied  that  they  would  be  judged  to  be 
as  littie  liable  on  that  account  to  the  charge- 
of  want  of  sympathy  with  the  Taranaki  people 
as  was  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
to  that  which  was  most  unjustly  cast   upon 

him.    

Mr.  FITZGBBALD  moved,  aa  an  amend- 
ment, To  omit  all  the  words  after  the  worcl 
"  That,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  following  in 
lieu  thereof :  "  whilst  this  Committee  protests 
in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  liability  of 
the  colony  for  the  losses  suffered  by  the  Tara- 
naki settlers  in  the  late  war,  on  the  ground 
tiiat  tile  colonista  were  in  no  way  reBponsible. 
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for  that  war,  and  that  those  losses  were  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  want  of  success 
of  the  military  operations,  over  which  the 
settlers  had  no  control,  this  Committee  recom- 
mends that  the  House  should  entertain  with 
favour  a  proposal  to  advance  the  sum  required 
for  the  liquidation  of  those  losses  out  of  the 
Colonial  Treasury,  pending  a  consideration  of 
the  proposed  claim  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment ;  that  this  Committee  recommends  that 
t  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  of  compensation  claimed,  and 
the  mode  in  which  it  may  be  advisable  to 
charge  the  same  temporsunly  upon  the  public 
resources  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  cordiaUy  thanked  the 
honourable  .member  f6r  Ellesmere  for  the  form 
in  which  he  had  put  his  resolution.  The  Tara- 
naki  people  had  always  felt  that  they  hod  no 
legal  out  only  a  sentimental  claim. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  concurred  vrith 
the  resolution,  except  the  words  stating  that 
the  colonists  were  m  no  way  responsible  for 
that  war.  He  had  always  held  that  by  the 
conduct  and  advice  of  tiie  Stafford  Ministry 
the  colonists  were  made  responsible  for  that 
■war. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  thought  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  those  words  should 
be  retained,  believing  that  Colonel  Oore 
Browne  would  have  gone  into  that  war  inde- 
pendently of  the  advice  of  his  Ministers,  It 
was  important  we  should  not  make  any  un- 
called-for and  unjustifiable  admissions  of  re- 
sponsibility;  for  he  believed  that,  if  the  case 
were  properly  put  before  the  people  of  Eng- 
land that  this  war  arose,  not  through  our  con- 
duct, but  through  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  the  recompense  would 
be  sure  to  follow. 

A  warm  discussion  ensued  upon  this  pouit, 
4tfter  which 

Mr.  CABGILL  said  the  real  question  was 
how  far  they  should  lend  their  assistance  to 
the  Toronaki  settlers,  and  how  the  assistance 
should  be  applied  so  as  to  perform  the  greatest 
permanent  good  to  them.  Whether  they  could 
get  it  back  again  from  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment was  a  question  not  to  be  considered  now. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  viewed  with  a  great 
deal  of  jealousy  the  transfer  of  Govenmient 
duties  to  Select  Committees. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  would  like  to  see  the  re- 
solution amended  in  the  way  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  West.  In 
every  other  respect  he  should  be  desirous  to 
support  the  resolution,  and,  as  many  other 
honourable  members,  no  doubt,  wished  the  re- 
solution to  contain  nothing  but  what  they 
knew  to  be  true,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  best  consult  the  interests  of  Taranaki 
«nd  the  wishes  of  the  House  by  altering  those 
vrords. 

Mr.  FITZQEBALD  said  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  resolution  was,  that  they  were  not  respon- 
.  sible ;  and  he  should  objest  to  taking  that  prin- 
-^oiple  out  of  it. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  dissented.     Losses   were 
imcnrred  by  the  want  of  snooess  of  military 
Mr.  FitaGertOd 


operations  over  which  the  settlera  had  no  coo- 
trol,  bat  it  was  not  true  to  say  they  were  in  ab 
WiQr  responsible  for  the  war. 

Mr.  FOX  would  also  vote  for  the  resolotim 
if  those  six  or  seven  words  were  left  out 

Major  BICHARDSON  cordially  agreed  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  honourable  member  be 
Ellesmere,  and,  instead  of  taking  those  words 
out,  he  would  rather  see  it  stronger. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjonnwd,  at  five  minutes  ta 
eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  until  Monday  next  tX 
twelve  o'clock  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  1st  September,  186S. 


ConsUtntional  Principles— JadioW— Leave  ol  ik- 
sence  — Third  Reading— Public  BeservN  itt 
Amendment  Bill  — Bale  lor  Non-payment  a 
Bates  Bill— First  Beadii)g8. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  t*o 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  PBtNCrPLES. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL  asked  tbc 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  with  a  view  to 
his  opinion  being  recorded  on  the  Journals  of 
this  Councjil,  Wlmt  is  tie  constitutional  cohibb 
for  Ministers  to  pursue  in  forvfording  for  tiia 
Royal  assent  a  Bill  duly  passed  by  the  Oenenl 
Assembly,  aiter  its  careful  consideration  t^ 
Select  C<Mnmittee  appointed  by  both  Hooaea 
for  that  purpose  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  relied,  but  <*■ 
jeoted  to  his  answer  being  recorded. 

The  Hon.  Cokjnel  RUSSELL  moved,  Hat, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  necesasiy, 
when  Ministers  submit  resolutions  and  to- 
dresses  in  reference  to  matters  of  grave  im- 
portance, in  which  tie  concurrence  of  bofli 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  is  sought  to  be  ob- 
teaned,  that  such  resolutions  and  addresw 
should  be  brought  as  nearly  as  may  be  simal- 
taneously  before  both  Houses  of  the  Le^ilsr 
ture. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

JUDICIAL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  i* 
was  agreed.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Coo^ 
oil,  it  is  desirable  that  inquiry  should  be  is- 
stitnted  into  the  fitness  of  Thomas  Otta^ 
Baynor  to  hold  the  office  of  Justice  of  ih« 
Peace  for  the  Colony  of  New  2iealand. 

LEATE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Hon. 
Chief  Justice  Amey  for  tie  remaindei  of  tt|0 
session. 

THIRD  BEADIHO. 
Native  Besffivas  Amendment  BilL 
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PUBLIC  BESEKVES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BHili. 
The  Public  Reserves  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  lead  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
amendment. 

,SAT.Ti'.  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OP  RATES 
BILL. 

The  Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  Bill  was 
lead  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
•nd  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Crown  Lands  Bill,  Marine  Boards  Bill,  Gold- 
fields  Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP   EEPBESENTATTVES. 
Monday,  1st  Stfttmber,  1862. 


Tel«graph  Commimloation— Judicial— Tonmaki  Pe- 
tition—Second  Beading— Ooldflelds  Bill— Snpply 
— Kative  Ijandi  Bill  (No.  a>-Fint  Beading. 

Mr.  Sfbakbs  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION. 
Mr.  CARGILL  asked  Ministers,  Whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  several  provinces  of  the  Middle 
Island  undertaking  the  construction  of  eleobrio 
telegraphs,  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
leave  the  control  of  such  telegraphs  with  the 
Piovincial  Govemments,  and  allow  them  to 
retain  the  revenues  to  be  derived  therefrom  ? 

Mr.  WARD,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
it  was  not  possible  for  Oie  General  Government 
itself  to  t^e  up  the  question  this  session,  said 
there  was  nothmg  whatever  to  prevent  the  Pro- 
vincial Govemments  taking  up  the  subject  and 
erecting  lines  of  telegraph  within  their  own 
boundaries ;  and,  if  at  a  nitnre  time  the  Gene- 
nl  Government  should  deem  it  desirable  to 
take  the  matter  into  its  own  htuids,  it  would 
then  be  a  matter  for  arrangement,  which  could 
doubtless  be  made  with  the  Provincial  Govem- 
ments. 

Mr.  CARGILL  considered  the  honourable 
member's  reply  very  unsatisfactory. 

JUDICIAL. 
Mr.  M00RH0U8E— in  moving,  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  expedient  that 
Superintendents  of  provinces  shall  be  called 
upon  by  Government  to  advise  upon  the  fitness 
of  intended  nominations  to  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  in  their  several  provinces — enlained 
that  he  made  this  motion  simply  to  euoit  an 
opinion  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
have  some  recognized  person  in  each'  province 
who  should  be  consulted  with  in  reference  to 
appointments  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  certain  that  many  very  unsatisfactory 
appointments  had  been  made.  In  the  Pro- 
vmce  of  Canterbury  a  Dr.  Bayner  had  been 
appointed,  certainly  without  reference  to  the 


Provincial  Government,  and  his  conduct  had 
been  most  improper.  He  got  drunk  several 
times  a  week  at  the  neighbouring  pothouses, 
was  frequently  guilty  of  contempt  of  Court, 
8knd  occupied  Native  lands  in  open  defiance  of 
the  law.  Had  the  provincial  authorities  been 
advised  with,  he  could  answer  for  it  that  that 
person  never  would  have  been  appointed.  In 
moving  this  resolution  he  did  not  mean  that- 
the  appointments  should  necessarily  be  made 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, but  he  thought  the  Superintendent  was 
in  a  better  position  to  make  such  nomination 
than  the  Judges  or  the  Bench  of  Magistrates. 
If  the  resolution  were  a£Srmed,  it  was  a  mere 
expression  of  opinion,  and  did  not  bind  tho 
Government  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  MANTELL  seconded  the  motion  with- 
out remark. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  saw  no  objection  to  the 
Government  consulting  the  Superintendents  of 
the  difierent  provinces  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  but,  if  the  honour- 
able member  meant  that  no  appointments 
should  be  made  without  the  consent  of  the 
Superintendent,  or  that  only  persons  nomi- 
nated by  the  Superintendent  should  be  ap- 
pointed, the  (Government  could  not  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  did  not  mean  that ;  but 
he  did  mean  that  the  Superintendent  was  to  be 
consulted  as  to  all  appointments. 

Mr.  CARLETON  said  he  did  not  approve  o£ 
those  psendo  laws ;  but  he  would  vote  for  this 
resolution  with  some  modification. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  objected  to  this  resolution, 
because,  while  they  at  present  knew  where  the 
responsibility  rested,  if  this  were  passed  they 
would  not  know  that ;  but  the  General  Gkivem- 
ment  would  take  the  recommendation  of  the 
Superintendents  and  attempt  to  throw  the 
lesponsibUity  upon  them. 

Mr.  WELLS  said  he  thought  the  Govern* 
ment  should  be  left  untrammelled.  The  Super- 
intendent should  not  have  the  power  proposed 
to  be  given  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DOMETT  thought  that,  in  making  ap- 
pointments, the  Government  would  certeinly 
consult  the  leading  persons  in  the  difierent 
provinces,  and  amongst  those  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  consult  the  Superintendent;  but 
it  should  not  be  laid  down  as  an  absolute  rule 
that  the  Superintendent  must  be  consulted. 
After  the  expression  of  that  opinion  by  the 
House,  the  honourable  member  might  as  wdl 
withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped  the  honourable  membes 
would  not  vnthdraw  the  motion,  but  press  it  to 
a  division  if  he  stood  alone.  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
thought  the  resolution  was  an  exceedingly  faic 
one,  but  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  alter  the 
word  "advise."  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
said  the  (Government  would  consult  the  leading 
persons  of  each  province,  an  expression  which 
he  rMr.  Fox)  thought  very  vague.  He  trusted 
thehonourablememberwould  not  object  to  altec 
the  word  "  advise"  into  "confer  with,"  and  the 
House  would  then,  he  thought,  affirm  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE   expressed  hia  willing- 
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ness  to  make  the  alteration,  which  was,  in  fact, 
anore  in  accordance  with  what  he  intended 
than  the  word  used. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  was  very  glad  to  be 
Able  to  support  the  resolution  as  amended.  He 
conld  not  have  supported  the  original. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved,  in  amendment,  the 
omission  of  the  words  "  to  confer  with  the 
General  Govenmient  upon  the  fitness  of  in- 
tended" with  a  view  to  insert  the  following: 
"  by  Government  to  state  whether  within  their 
Imowledge  any  objections  exist  to  the  pro- 
posed." 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  would  have  no  objection 
■to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  hoped  that  the  amendment 
.would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  it  would  be  imposing 
an  extremely  difficult,  and  often  impossible, 
duty  on  Superintendents. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  intended  to  vote  against 
both  resolution  and  amendment.  What  posi- 
tion, he  asked,  would  the  Ministry  be  in  if  the 
Jjegislative  Council  passed  a  resolution  of  tn 
opposite  character  ?  He  disapproved  of  resolu- 
tions which  absolved  the  Ministry  from  their 
responsibility  to  the  General  Legislature. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  approved  of  the  amended  reSo- 
Jution.  So  long  as  they  were  to  have  Superin- 
tendents at  all,  they  should  recognize  and  make 
use  of  them. 

Mr.  WILSON  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

TARANAKI  PETITION. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  moved,  That  the  petition 

oi  the  Superintendent  and  Provincial  Council 

of  Taranaki  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

together  with  the  resolution  of  Committee  of 

Supply'  on  the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  a 

Select  Committee,  with  an  instruction  to  in- 

quire  into  and  report  upon  the  amount  of  losses 

sustained  by  the  Taranaki  settlers  during  the 

war.    Committee:  Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  StaiSord, 

Mr.  John  Williamson,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Car- 

_gill,  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  mover;  with  power  to 

.  call  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Panama 
Route  Postal  Bill. 

GOLDFIELDS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
"House  on  the  Goldfields  Bill  was  adopted  by 
the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 


SUPPLY. 

The  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  reported  to  the  Houso 
and  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Comviittee  of 
Supply. 

IM  COMMTTTEi:. 

Dr.  MONRO— in  moving,  That  a  respectful 

address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency,  re- 

.  questing  him  to  recommend  to  this  House  to 

make  •  provision  for  paying  to  the  Province  of 

.-Marlborough  the    expenses  incurred  by  that 

Mr.  Moorhome 


province  in  passing  throngh  the  Legislature  tile 
private  Act  of  last  session,  entitled  "  The 
Pioton  Railway  Act,  1861,"  to  which  Act  die 
Crown  has  refused  its  assent — addressed  t^ 
House  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length, 
showing  the  utility  of  the  railway  mopoflad, 
and  raising  the  question  whether  a  Mumtry 
responsible  to  this  House  could  constitii- 
tionally  advise  the  Imperial  Govemmoit  to 
disallow  a  Bill,  ajid  especially  a  private  Bill, 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  this  Legislature. 

Mr,  FOX  opposed  the  motion. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  the  mover, 
to  the  effect  that  he  trusted  the  House  would 
again  pass,  this  time  as  a  public  Act,  the  KlI 
which  had  been  so  unjustly  and  unwisely 
disallowed. 

Motion  negatived. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  at 
again. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  tbe 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2). 

IN  coHurrciiB. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  the  following 
new  clause  be  inserted :  "  In  any  such  regula- 
tions or  plan  lands  may  be  reserved  or  set  tigtik 
for  pnbho  roads  and  highways,  or  for  schools, 
hospitals,  churches,  chapels,  or  other  eleemo- 
synary institutions,  and  for  the  endowment  of 
such  institutions,  and  for  any  other  purposes 
of  public  or  common  utility  to  the  Native  pK>- 
prietors  or  any  of  them ;  and  such  reserved  lands 
may  be  vested  in  any  persons  or  bodies  corpo- 
rate, to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  on  the 
reoommendation  of  the  Court,  as  trustees  &s 
the  proposed  objects,  with  such  powers  of  ma- 
nagement and  disposition  as  the  Governor,  on 
such  recommendation,  shall  deem  right,  and  M 
may  be  contained  or  specified  in  sucji  lega- 
lations  or  plan." 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  words  "churches  and  chapels"  be 
omitted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questiiffi, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  onotted  do 
stand  put  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  16. 

Atkinson  Monro,  D.  Williamson,}])!*, 

Cargill  Nizon  Wilson 

Domett  Richmond,  J.  G.Wood. 

Fox  Bnssell 

Graham,  G.  Ward  TO^. 

Mason  Williamson,  Tas.  Bell. 


Nobs,  6. 
Watt 
Wdls. 


Brandon  Watt  TeBtr. 

Garter  Wdls.  Saunden. 

Mantell 

Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  then  moved  the  fcdlow- 
ing  new  clause:  "In.  any  such  r^ulatjonsflr 
plan  provision  may  be  made  for  raising,  apen 
the  sale,  lease,  or  disposal  of  any  land,  either 
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by  way  of  rent  or  annual  payment,  and  whether 
in  perpetuity  or  for  any  limited  period,  or  by 
way  ot  pniohase-money  in  gross,  any  sum  or 
gams  of  money,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
beidnirfter  specified,  that  is  to  say :  For  paying 
or  reimbursing  the  cost  of  maps  and  surveys  for 
making,  maintaining,  and  repairing  roads, 
bridges,  ferries,  and  other  publio  works  within 
the  linuts  of  such  lands,  or  by  way  of  contribu- 
tion to  roads,  bridges,  or  ferries,  or  trunk  or 
main  lines  outside  such  limits ;  for  building  and 
repairing  schools,  churches,  ohapels,  or  places 
of  worship,  and  for  endowing  the  same  ;  for 
Tru^ititAJnitig  scholars  in  such  schools,  for  pay- 
ment of  stipends  to  schoolmasters  and  mmis- 
ters  of  religion ;  for  erecting  and  repairing  mills 
u^  other  buildings  of  common  nse  or  benefit  to 
the  inhabitants ;  for  improving  the  lands  of  the 
district,  and  for  supplying  the  Kative  inhabi- 
tants of  such  lands  with  grass  and  other  seed, 
and  with  stock  and  agricultural  implements ; 
and  generally  for  such  purposes  of  social  ad- 
vancement of  the  Native  inhabitahts  aa  may  be 
thought  fit." 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS  proposed,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  words  "  churches,  chapels,  or  places 
of  worship  "  and  the  words  "  ministers  of  re- 
ligion "  be  omitted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qneetion, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
'  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  19. 


Atkinson 

Hason              Wilson 

CugiU 

Monro,  D.        Williamson,  Jas. 

Carter 

Kixon               Williamson,Jno. 

Colenao 

Ehodes              Wood. 

Domett 

Richmond,  3.0. 

Fox 

Bnssell                    Teller. 

Graham,  G. 

Ward               Bell. 

Noes,  i. 

Biandon 

Watt                       Teller. 

'  Majority  for,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 
'     Clause,  aa  read,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,    and   leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

FIBST  BEADINa. 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half -post  ten  o'clock 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.   ' 

Tuesday,  and  September,  1861. 

Colonial  Agenoy— Bills  Introduced— Native  Affairs— 
Select  Committee— OonstitQtional  Prlnoiplee— 
Third  Beading— Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates 
Bill— Crown  Cbrants  Bill  (Mo.  1)— Marine  Boards 
•Bill. 

.The  Hoit.  the  Spkaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
O'Qlook, 

COLONIAL  AGENCY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  asked.  Whether  it  it 
4he  .mtnntion  of  the  Govenunent  to  xe-«stA)>lish 


the  Agency  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  in 
London  ? 

[Answer  not  recorded.] 

BILLS  INTBODUCED. 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Native  District  Begulation  Act  Amendment 
Bill. 

NATIVE  AFPAIES. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  H.  BUS- 
SELL,   it   was  ordered,  That  the   report  on 
the  Te  Aute  School  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
DtTKB  Oi"   NewcasttiB's    Despatch.  —  The 
Hon.  Dr.  Menzies,  the  Hon.  Mr.  H.  Bussell,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  the  Hon.  Mr.  SeweU,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Tancred. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  PEINCIPLES. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  moved.  That 
the  answer  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
to  the  question  put  to  him  on  the  1st  instant 
by  the  Hon.  Colonel  Bussell  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  divided. 

Ayes,  4. 
Cntfield  Bichmbnd 

Menzies  Bnssell,  A.  H. 

Noes,  8. 
Crawford  Kenny  Stokes 

Hall  Bussell,  H.        Tancred. 

Johnston  Sewell 

Majority  against,  4. 
Motion  negatived. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Publio  Beserves  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

BALE  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OP  BATES 
BILL. 

The  Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  Bill  was 
recommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  without  amend- 
ment. 

CROWN  GBANTS  BILL  (No.  1). 
The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No,  1)  was  further 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  with  amendments. 

MABINE  BOABDS  BILL. 

The  Marine  Boards  Bill  was  read  a  secojiS 
time. 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  on. 
the  Bill. 

IS  COKUITEBE. 

Progress  made. 
■  The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  moved,  That  the 
Chairman  do  now  report  progress. 

The  Committee  diWded. 


Cutfield 
HaU 


Axes,  6. 
Menzies 
Bichiaond 


Bussell,  H. 
Stokes.' 
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Koxs,  i. 
Kenny  Sewell 

Bussell,  A.  H.  Tancred. 

Majority  for,  2. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Prqgie88  reported,  and  leave  given    to   Bit 
again. 

The  Cotmeil  then  adjourned  until  Thursday 
next,  at  two  o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  2nd  September,  18611. 


Crown  Orant— Select  Committee— Hawke's  B»y  Pe- 
tition—Native  Keserves  Amendment  Bill— Native 
liands  BUI  (No.  2>-Sapply— First  Beading— Na- 
tive Lands  Bill  (No.  S). 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PlUTXBS. 

CROWN  GRANT. 

Mr.  CARTER  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
On  what  conditions  a  grant  of  a  portion  of  the 
town  belt  belonging  to  the  City  of  Wellington 
was  made  to  the  Wesleyan  body  existing  in 
Wellington,  and  whether  the  conditions  of  such 
grant  have  been  complied  with  ? 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  question  might  be 
better  answered  by  the  Provincial  Oovemment. 
The  condition  of  the  grant,  he  believed,  was 
that  it  should  be  an  endowment  for  the  for- 
mation and  maintenance  of  an  indostrial 
school,  but  no  time  was  specified  for  com- 
mencing the  erection  of  the  school.  The  land, 
be  believed,  had  been  let,  but  the  rents  were 
merely  nominal.  He  conld  not  give  the 
bonoorable  member  any  further  information, 
not  having  been  able  to  see  a  copy  of  the 
grant. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

LiBRABT  AND  PBnrmtG.— Mr.  CARLETON 
moved,  and  it  was  agreed.  That  the  duties  and 
powers  of  the  Library  and  Printing  Committtee 
be  tiie  same  as  those  imposed  and  given  in 
former  sessions. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  PETITION. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  the  Re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Hawke's  Bay  be  printed 
forthwith. 

Mr.  COLENSO  took  the  opportunity  of  leplv- 
ing  to  some  observations  of  the  hcmoniable 
member  for  Rangitikei  uttered  when  this 
matter  was  previously  under  consideration. 

A  short  discussion  ensued. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  motion  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  printed 
forthwith,"  and  inserting  the  words  "refttred 
back  to  the  Committee  for  reconsideration." 

The  question  "  That. the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  do  stand  part  «f  the  guestion  "  was 
nMatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  in- 
serted." 


Acts,  31. 
Nixon  Taylor,  W.W. 

O'Rorke  Wazd 

Rhodes  Wells 

Richmond,  AJ.Williai!iHD,}». 
Riohmood,  J.C.  Wood. 
Saunders  TeOer. 

Stafford  IVo. 


Atkinson 

Garletcm 

Carter 

Ooidmon 

Featherston 

Oraham,  G. 

Moorhouse 

NoKS,  7. 
Bell  Mason  TeHtr. 

Curtis  WiUiamson,  Jas  BosselL 

JolHe  Wilson. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  RESERVES  AMENDMEHT 
BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legidiiin 
Council  in  the  Native  Reserves   AmBTidiMt 
Bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  Honia. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  wasfoite 
considered  in  Committee. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave   given  t»  A 


SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committn  d 
Supply. 

m  comnTTBB. 
•  The  following  amounts  were  voted :  Dipa^ 
Governor,    £600;     Governor's    estahliibmali 
£1,200;    Postal    Department,    £17400;  Ifr 
oellaneoos,  £10,056  Is. 

LsaisLATrvE. 

Speaker  of  Legislative  Council,  £K)0,igiMl 
to. 

Chairman  of  Committees,  £150. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved,  as  an  amenitiMllli 
To  omit  this  item. 

The   Committee   divided  on   the 
•<  That  the  item,  as  read,  be  agreed  to.' 

Ayes,  17. 

Atkinson  Mason  Wells 

BeU  Monro,  D.  WilliaiiiioB,llft 

Cargill  NJxon  Wilson 

Curtis  Richmond,7.0.  Wood. 

Domett  RusseU  TtfUr. 

JolUe  Stafford  Watt. 

Noas,  7. 
Carter  RenaU  TOtr. 

Graham,  G.       Rhodes  Oolenas. 

Munro,  J.  Saunders. 

Majority  for,  10, 

Item,  as  read,  ngreei  to. 

The  remaining  items  were  than  sgiwd  tOi 

Total  amount  of  Legislative  voted,  JQS,*'*. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave  givm  *o » 
again. 

FIRST  BEADIMO. 
Fablio  BcBurea  Aot  ATninidiiwnt  BQL 
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NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  was  foiiher 
eonsidered  in  Committee,  leported  to  the 
Hoose  with  amendments,  and  the  report  ot- 
daied  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
pjn.  until  Thursday  next  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  4th  September,  1869. 

Tblid  Besdlngs  — First  Beadings— Marine  Boards 
Bill— Crown  Lands  Bill— Steam  Navigation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakbb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pb^tkbs. 

THIED  READINGS. 
Sale  for  Non-payment  of  itates  Bill,  Crown 
Qtants  Bill  (No.  1). 

FIBST  READINGS. 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Native  District  Regulation  Act  Amendment 

Bm. 

MARINE  BOARDS  BILL. 
The  Marine  Boards  Bill  was  further  con- 
ndered  in  Committee,  and   reported   to  the 
Cooncil  with  amendments. 

CROWN  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Crown  Lands   Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported 
to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Steam  Navigation  Bill  was  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Connoil  with  amendments. 

The  Council  then  adjourned.   . 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  4th  September,  18611. 


down  Grant— Land-pnrctaases—Pi'-ton  and  Walraa 
Bailwav Bill— I^nd Bedstry  A.t— Unaatborized 
Bzpenditure— Crown  Orant— Customs— First 
Beadings— Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2). 

Ur.  Spbajceb  took  the  chair  at  three  o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

CROWN  GRANT. 
Mr.  POX  asked  the  Government,  Whether  it 
is  prepared  to  take  ^ps  to  enforce  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  conditions  on  which  a  grant  of 
land  Was  made  to  certain  persons  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  industrial  school  at  Wanganui,  ex- 
plaining that  this  land  was  worth  about  £15,000 ; 
Ud,  though  the  grant  had  been  made  ton  years, 
nothing  had  been  done  towards  carrying  out  the 
object  for  which  the  grant  was  mode.  The 
1862— ss 


people  of  Wanganui  wished  the  Government  to 
take  one  of  two  courses — either  enforce  the  ful- 
filment of  the-  conditions  of  ^e  grant,  or  take 
measures  to  annul  it,  either  of  which  might  be 
done  through  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  would  inquire  into  the 
circumstances,  and  if  the  legal  aidviser  of  the 
Government  considered  the  course  proposed 
tiie  proper  one  it  would  be  taken.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  that  the  Government  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  all  grants 
for  similar  purposes  were  carried  out. 

LAND-PURCHASES. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  for  the  production  of  all  cor- 
respondence, not  already  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  between  the  Chief  Land  Purchase  Com- 
missioner, District  Commissioners,  and  the 
Government  relative  to  any  negotiations  foE 
blocks  of  land  vrhich  have  been  commenced 
but  not  completed,  or  which  are  now  pending, 
in  the  Northern  Island. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PICTON  AND  WAIRAU  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Province  of  Marlborough  to  construct  a 
railway  from  Pioton  Harbour  to  the  Wairau  in 
the  said  Province  of  Marlborough. 

Mr.  COLENSO  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CARLETON  would  move,  after  the  first 
reading.  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  BRANDON  did  not  see  any  need  to  refer 
the  Bill  to  the  Committee.  It  was  evidently  a 
private  Bill,  and  one  that  he  believed  need  not' 
to  have  been  brought  into  this  House,  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  having  sufiicient  power. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  opposed  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  as 
taking  the  Wairau  people  by  surprise. 

Mr.  DOMETT  remarked  that  the  Bill  was 
simply  one  empowering  the  Superintendent  and 
Provincial  Council  of  Marlborough  to  moke  this 
railway.  He  thought  Bills  of  this  nature  ought 
to  be  considered  pubUc  Bills. 

Mr.  FOX  would  support  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  JAMES  WILLIAMSON  said  it  was  very 
desirable  that  the  powers  of  the  Provincial 
Ijegislatures  with  regard  to  such  works  as  these 
should  be  defined,  and  these  questions  not  be 
left  to  Committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  West 
were  worthy  of  attention,  and  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  construction  of  railways  in  the  colony.  It 
was  a  pity  the  question  had  not  been  initiated 
sooner  this  session,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  have  passed  some  general  empowering 
Act,  or  repudiated  altogether  any  intention  of 
interfering  with  the  action  of  the  Provincial 
Governments  on  the  subject.  He  supported  the 
BUI. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND,  in  reply,  urged  that 
this  was  not  a  private  but  a  public  Bill,  and  re- 
plied to  several  of  the  remarks  of  previous 
speakers.    He  bad  no  objection,  if  it  were  the 
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wish  of  the  House,  to  allow  it  to  go  to  the  Fri- 
Tato  Bills  Committee. 

Bill  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  CARLETON  then  moTed,  That  the  Bill 
be  referred  to  the  Private  Bills  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  REGISTRY  ACT. 
Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  system  of  regis- 
tration of  titles  prescribed  hy  the  Act  of  1860 

ought  to  be  brought  into  operation  without  fur- 
ther delay  than  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  Home  Government  to  the  Act  of 
last  session. 

Motion  agreed  io. 

UNAUTHORIZED  EXPENDITURE. 
Mr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  there  be  laid 
«n  the  table  a  return  of  the  amount  of  expen- 
diture, not  previously  authorized  by  Appro- 
priation Act,  incurred  by  the  several  Provincial 
Governments  (excepting  the  Government  of 
the  Province  of  Marlborough)  during  the  pe- 
xiod  commencing  on  the  Ist  July,  1856,  and 
ended  the  30th  September,  1860 ;  and  that,  if 
it  be  not  found  possible  to  make  euoh  oom- 

flete  return  before  the  next  prorogation  of  this 
louse,  BO  much  of  that. return  as  cannot  be 
«onveniently  supplied  during  the  present  ses- 
sion be  laid  on  the  table  in  the  course  of  the 
next  session. 
Motion  agreed  to,  after  some  discussion. 

CROWN  GRANT. 
Mr.  CARTER  moved.  That  a  copy  of  the 
grant  conveying  certain  portions  of  we  town 
belt  of  the  City  of  Wellington  to  the  Wesleyan 
body  be,  if  possible,  laid  on  the  table.  He 
asked  the  House  to  a)low  this  return  to  be 
made,  because  he  thought  the  Provincial  Coun- 
«il  of  Wellington  had  no  power  to  order  such 
A  return ;  and  also  on  account  of  the  import- 
ance of  IJie  subject  to  the  citizens  of  Welling- 
ton. A  goodly  number  of  acres  of  the  best  'part 
of  the  town  belt  of  the  City  of  Wellington  had 
been  given,  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  to  the  Wes- 
leyan body  for  a  good  purpose — namely,  as  an 
endowment  for  industrial  Native  schools.  This 
land,  so  alienated,  was  given  on  certain  condi- 
tions, the  principal  of  which  was  that  an  indus- 
trial school  should  be  established  by  the  Wes- 
leyan body.  Now,  that  condition  had  not -in 
any  way  been  fulfilled  by  them,  but  they  were 
actually  letting,  or  agreeing  to  let,  certain 
{plots  of  the  land  to  parties,  some  of  whom  were 
mow  occupying  part  of  it.  If  this  were  allowed 
tto  pass  lumoticed,  in  years  to  come,  ingtwad  of 
this  land  supporting  schools,  it  might  perhaps 
.be  found  to  oe  appropriated  to  church  or  reli- 
:gious  purposes.  He  (Mr.  Carter)  thought  that 
the  conditions  of  the  grant  should,  without 
more  delay,  bo  carried  out,  or  the  land  should 
revert  to  its  original  owners,  the  inhabitants  of 
'Wellington.  He  begged  to  move  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

CUSTOMS 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR,  it  was 
Mr.  J,  C.  Bichmond 


agreed.  That  the  memorial  of  the  WelHngtoi 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  subject  of  the 
Customs  tariff  be  printed  for  the  use  of  nuok- 
bers  of  this  House. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Anoklaad  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendmrnt  Bill 
(No.  2),  Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  BiH 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  8). 

The  Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  was  recoot- 
mitted,  further  considered  in  Committee,  n- 
ported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-mortow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  sera 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  5th  SepUmber.  1862. 


Suspension  of  Standing  Orders— First  Beadtap- 
Third  Beading— Steam  Kavigation  Bill— Ibnw 
Boards  BiU— Ooldilelds  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  SpEAKEBtook  the  chair  kttw 
o'clock, 

Pbatebs. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  0BDEB8. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  TAKCBED, 
it  was  agreed.  That  the  Standing  Ordsn  witfc 
regard  to  the  introduction  ajid  passing  of  BiDi 
through  all  their  stages  be  suspended  tm  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
MiUtia  Bill,  Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  S). 

THIRD  READING. 
Crown  Lands  Bill. 

STEAM  NAVIGA-nON  BILL. 
The  Steam  Navigation  Bill  was  recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reportedti 
the  Council  with  amendments,  read  a  M 
time,  and  passed. 

MARINE  BOARDS  BILL. 
The  Marine  Boards  Bill  was   reoomnitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  renoted  to 
the  Council  with   amendments,  read  a  thid 
time,  and  passed. 

GOLDFIELDS  BILL. 

The  Gkildfields  Bill  was  read  a  second  tine, 
and  passed  through  all  its  remaining  ttagm 
with  certain  amendments. 

The  Coonoil  then  adjodmed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.]       Besident  Magistrates' ■      [HOUSE.]    Jurisdiction  Eatemion  Bill.    675 


HOUSE   OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday, ,6th  September,  186S. 


FintBeadljigB— Oiants  to  NatiTas— PnbUo  Beaervee 
Act  Amendment  BUI— Snpplv— Select  Commit- 
tee—Pajuuns  Boote  Postal  Bill— Besldent  Magis- 
tratee'  Jorisdictioo  Extension  Bill— Native  Lands 
Bm(No.a).       

Mr.  Sfeaxeb  took  the  choii  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Land -purchase   Ordinance  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill.    , 

GRANTS  TO  NATIVES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOLUE,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  of  all  giants  of  land  or  other  endow- 
ments heretofore  made  or  sanctioned  by  His 
Excellency  the  present  Governor,  or  his  ^re- 
deoeesots  m  the  government  of  New  Zealand, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Native  race ;  and  of  all 
tmsts  created  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  for 
which  such  grants  of  land  or  other  endowments 
shall  have  been  designed ;  also  of  the  objects 
on  which  the  proceeds  of  the  Same  have  been 
heretofore  expended  as  far  as  the  local  Govern- 
ments are  concerned. 

Mr.  DIIiLON  BELL  remarked  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  furnish  the  returns  this  ses- 
sion. 

PUBLIC  RESERVES  ACT  AMENDJIENT 
BILL. 

The  Pablic  Reserves  Act  Amendment  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given   to   sit 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IB  COHHITTBB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed, 
That  a  smn  not  exceeding  £10,652  16s.  9d.  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  costs  and 
chaiges  inenired  under  the  head  of  Supple- 
mentaiy  Expenditure  for  the  year  1861-62. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave   given  to  sit 

again.  

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

DxBTOBS  AKD  Cbeditors  Bill. — Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Cargill,  Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  W. 
W.  Taylor,  Mr.  Cookson,  and  Mr.  James  Wil- 
liamson. 

PANAMA  ROUTE  POSTAL  BILL. 
The  Panama  lionte  Postal  Bill  was   oon- 
sidered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
witbont  amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
■nON  EXTENSION  BILL. 

"Hie  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  tor  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Resident  Magistrate^  Jurisdiction  Extension 
BOL 


IN  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved,  That  the  following 
do  stand  as  a  clause  of  the  Bill :  "  If  any  person 
shall  wilfully  insult  any  Resident  Magistrate 
or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  any  Bailiff  or  Clerk 
of  any  Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  during 
his  sitting  or  attendance  in  Court,  or  in  going 
to  or  returning  from  the  Court,  or  shall  wilfully 
interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  bailiff  or  other  ofiScer  of  the 
Court,  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  any 
other  person,  by  order  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  take  such 
offender  into  custody  and  detain  him  until  the 
rising  of  the  Court ;  and  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate or  Justice  shall  be  empowered,  if  he  shall 
think  fit,  by  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  commit  every  such  offender  to  prison 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  seven  days,  or  to 
impose  upon  any  such  offender  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing ten  pounds  for  such  offence,  and  in  default 
of  payment  thereof  to  commit  the  offender  to 
prison  for  any  time  not  exceeding  seven  days, 
unless  the  fine  shall  be  sooner  paid." 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert,  after  the  words  "returning 
from  the  Court,"  the  words  following :  "  Pro- 
vided always  that  every  such  Magistrate  or 
bailiff,  when  outside  the  precincts  of  the  Court, 
shall  be  arrayed  in  some  becoming  uniform,  or 
decorated  with  some  honourable  and  ccm- 
spicuoua  badge,  to  be  ordered  in  that  behalf 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  by  Proclama- 
tion in  the  Government  Oaiette." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BRANDON  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, To  omit  from  the  motion  the  words  "  or 
in  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Court." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment. To  insert  in  the  motion,  in  lieu  of  the 
words  just  agreed  to  be  omitted,  the  words  "  or 
within  one  hour  after  his  leaving  such  Court." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Atks,  10. 
Cargill  Monro,  D.         Wilson. 

Curtis  Nixon 

Domett  Russell  Teller. 

Graham,  G.       Stafford  Williamson.Jas 

Nobs,  18. 
Atkinson  Munro,  J.  Thomson 

Colenso  O'Rorke  Watt 

Oookson  Benall  Williamson.Jno 

Featherston      Rhodes  Wood. 

Fitzherbert       Saunders  Teller. 

Fox  Taylor,  W.  W.  Brandon. 

Howhonse 

Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Some  further  amendments  being  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said,  before  moving  the 
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adoption  of  the  report  he  would  ask  the  House 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  with  the  advice  of  her 
Privy  Cotmcil,"  in  the  37th  clause.  The  words 
were  not  material,  and  there  were  reasons  why 
advice  in  the  decision  should  be  taken  by  Her 
Majesty  in  such  way  as  she  thought  fit. 

Mr.  FOX. — Will  the  honourable  member 
state  the  reason  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— The  proposal  is  made 
at  His  Excellency's  request. 

Mr.  STAFFORD    said  in  the  Constitution 

Act  there  was  an  express  declaration  that  these 

words  should  be  maintained  in  reserved  Acts. 

It  would  be  as  well  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to 

'  another  place  without  delay,  and  it  could  then 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  thought  it  essential 
the  words  should  be  kept  in. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  following  be  the 
title  of  the  Bill :  "  An  Act  to  render  the  Title  of 
Natives  to  their  Lands  as  Valid  and  Effectual  as 
tho  Title  of  Europeans  under  Grant  from  the 
Crown." 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  inserted  as  the  title  of  the 
Bill  in  lien  of  the  above :  "  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  Ascertainment  of  the  Ownership  of  Na- 
tive Lands,  and  for  granting  Certificates  of  Title 
thereto,  and  for  other  Purposes." 

The  original  title  having  been  struck  out, 

Mr.  FOX  took  exception  to  the  proirased 
title.  The  aim  and  object  of  the  Act  was  to 
authorize  direct  purchase  from  the  Natives — 
they  should  state  that  in  the  title.  He  moved, 
as  an  amendment.  That  the  title  be  "  An  Act  to 
alter  the  Provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi, 
wid  to  legalize  and  facilitate  direct  Purchase 
from  the  Natives  by  Individuals." 

Mr.  DOMETT  thought  if  they  were  to  give 
the  Act  the  same  title  as  that  of  the  Bill  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei — "An  Act 
to  regulate  the  Disposal  of  Native  Lands  " — it 
might  satisfy  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  protested  against 
making  themselves  ridiculous  by  passing  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
'ber  for  Rangitikei.  He  would,  however,  have 
no  objection  to  adding  the  words  "  for  regu- 
lating the  Disposal  of  Native  Lands,  and  for  re- 
moving the  Restrictions  which  now  exist." 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  thought  the  removal 
of  the  restrictions  from  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  was  the  real  gist — ^the  great  fact — of  the 
Bill,  and  they  should  state  the  object  of  the 
Bill  in  the  title. 

Mr.  POX  had  no  objection  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  if  the  Native  Minister  would  add 
the  words — "  for  the  removal  of  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi." 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  they  could  not  do 
that — the  House  would  be  interfering  with  the 
Roval  prerogative. 

ilr.  POX  thought  the  Bill  did  that  all  along. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  looked  upon  the  Bill  as  an 
abrogation  of  the  Queen's  right  of  pre-emption ; 
and,  as  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  partially 
Mr.  Dillon  Sttt 


set  aside  by  it,  he  could  not  see  why  the  visdi 
were  objected  tt>. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  Bai4  if  Qiere  was  mj 
reason  why  they  shonld  omit  reference  to  tha 
Treaty  in  the  title,  why  was  it  referred  to  in 
the  preamble  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— There  is  a  diflerencs 
between  reciting  and  enaoiang. 

Mr.  POX.— The  title  does  not  enact. 

Mr.  PITZHEBBERT  said  the  title  pioposei 
gave  no  idea  of  what  were  the  objects  of  tiu 
Bill.  The  Bill,  he  confessed,  was  mooh  im 
dangerous  than  it  was  at  first. 

Mr.  BRANDON  looked  npon .  the  BiU  u 
reallv-an  alteration  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitugt 

All  the  amendments  having  been  witbdnva, 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved.  That  the  ti& 
be,  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Ascertaimneiit 
of  the  Ownership  of  Native  Lands,  and  bt 
granting  Certificates  of  Title  thereto,  and  br 
regulating  the  Disposal  of  Native  Lands,  and 
for  other  Purposes." 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  sunendment.  Hat 
there  be  added  the  words,  "  and  for  the  remonl 
of  the  Restrictions  on  the  Sale  of  Xani  by  the 
Natives  imposed  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitacgi," 
at  the  end  thereof. 

Tho  House  divided  on  the  question.  "Tiii 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  addd." 


Ayes,  10. 

Brandon 

Munro,  J.           Williams(Hi,Ji!» 

Featherston 

O'Rorke 

Fitzherbert 

Rhodes                        TeUer. 

JoUie 

Taylor,  W.  W.  Pox. 

Noes,  20. 

Atkinson 

Graham,  G.       Thomson 

CargiU 
Carleton 

Moorhouse          Watt 

Nixon                  Williamson, }» 

Colenso 

Richmond,  J.  C.Wilson 

Cookson 

Russell               Wood. 

Curtis 

Saunders                   Teller. 

Domett 

Stafford              BeU. 

Majority  against,  10. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  motion  agreed  to. 
The  House  adjourned,  at  seven  o'clock  jm.. 
until  noon  on  Monday. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  8th  September,  186i. 


EdncatiOD— Native  Circuit  Conrta  Act  AmradiM: 
Bill— First  Beading— Native  District  Be«ti!»ac= 
Act  Amendment  BUI— Militia  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  ttte  chair  sttv? 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

EDUCATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  in  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  said  he  wished  to  ditclMi" 
any  intention  of  raising  a  party  discussioa. 
His  desire  was,  now  that  our  relations  with  tbt 
Native  race  were  under  consideiatian,  that  thU 
most  important  branoh   of   the  subject,  the 
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boestion  of  Native  education,  shonTd  not  be 
Mst  sight  6t  by  the  Ck)nncil  daring  the  present 
cession,  and  that  some  better  provision  should 
in  made  by  the  Government  for  assisting  educa- 
tional efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Natives  in  the 
southern  division  of  this  Island  than  had  been 
made  of  late  years.  The  resolution  stated  that 
the  results  of  Sir  George  Grey's  Native  educa- 
tion plan  of  1853,  in  the  North,  had  been  satis- 
hctoiv;  while  the  working  of  "The  Native 
Sohools  Act  of  1858  "  in  the  southern  division 
of  this  Island  had  not  been  attended  with 
satisfactory  Results.  When  the  Constitution 
Act  was  brought  into  operation  a  sum  of 
£7,000  was  set  apart  for  Native  purposes,  which 
was  chiefly  devoted  to  education.  By  Sir 
George  Grey's  Native  education  plan  of  1853 
this  was  done  not  only  by  giving  annual  grants 
towards  maintaining  sohools,  but  by  assistance 
in  starting  and  stocking  the  schools,  by  contri- 
bations  towards  the  erection  of  the  schools  and 
other  buildings,  and  for  the  improvement  6i 
the  school  estates  with  the  view  of  maJdng 
them  self-supporting,  and  so  in  time  reliev- 
iag  the  Government  of  the  charge  bf  their 
support.  The  three  Waikato  schools  were 
established  under  this  plan,  and  were  started 
and  stocked  by  means  of  the  reserve  fund  aid- 
ing private  and  voluntary  contributions;  and 
the  result  was,  as  he  (Mr.  Stokes)  was  in- 
formed, that,  until  war  checked  all  progress 
in  these  institutions,  the  Waakato  schools  not 
only  trained  each  an  average  of  one  hundred 
scholars  annually,  but  also  bred  up  affiliated 
Native  schools  under  the  supermtendence 
generally  of  old  scholars  all  along  the  Waikato. 
Of  course  when  the  preliminary  difficulties 
and  expenses  were  overcome,  the  necessary 
buildings  erected,  and  the  schools  brought  into 
working  order,  it  was  not  difficult  to  maintain 
them  by  means  of  the  Government  grant;  and, 
with  reference  to  the  three  Waikato  schools  in 
particular,  it  was  found  that,  situated  in  the 
centre  of  a  large  Native  population,  with  ready 
means  of  communication  with  the  schools,  and 
with  an  ample  supply  of  provisions,  the  Govern- 
ment grant  of  £10  per  head  'was  sufficient  in 
that  locality.  But  even  at  the  north  he  ob- 
served, from  the  rejports  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Native  schools  on  the  table,  that  the  pre- 
sent allowance  per  head  was  considered  in- 
adequate, and  recommendations  were  made 
that  assistance  should  be  given  in  building  and 
furnishing  schools,  and  in  the  payment  of 
salaries  of  schoolmasters.  He  would  read  an 
extract  from  Mr.  Gorst's  report  on  Native 
schools,  dated  5th  December,  1861.  [Gorst's 
report  on  Native  schools,  E.,  No.  4.]  The 
only  Native  school  in  the  south  which  had 
received  Government  aid  in  starting,  and  in 
the  erection  Of  the  buildings,  was  'the  Otaki 
school,  which  had  been  for  some  time  self- 
supporting,  and  had  now  fifteen  girls  and 
fifteen  hoys  as  hoarders,  besides  an  attendance 
of  day  scholars.  In  1858  the  Native  Schools 
Act  was  passed,  in  which  it  was  provided  that 
the  annual  grant  in  aid  of  any  school  should  be 
calculated  at  a  certain  yearly  rate  per  head 
upon  the  doily  average  nomber  of  soh61«rs, 


and  that  this  rate  should  not  exceed  £10  not 
be  less  than  £5  per  head ;  and  the  only  provision 
made  in  the  Act  for  grants  for  school-buildings, 
and  for  defrajring  other  expenses  incidental  to 
the  establishment  of  schools,  was  from  an  un- 
expended balance  that  might  arise  in  t^e 
aimual  appropriation  of  the  grajit.  Of  course 
this  change  from  Sir  George  Grey's  system, 
which  restricted  the  Government  aid  to  an 
annual  grant  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
scholars  in  attendance,  while  it  did  not 
prejudicially  aflect  the  schools  at  the  north, 
where  the  buildings  were  erected  and  all  the 
preliminary  difficulties  overcome,  produced  the 
most  unsatisfactory  results  in  the  south :  and 
to  this  change  must  be  chiefly  attributed  the 
small  amount  of  Native  education  in  this 
division  and  in  this  diocese,  because  the  whole 
burden  of  building  and  starting  the  school  was 
thrown  on  private  resources,  no  Government 
aid  being  granted  until  the  school  was  esta- 
blished, and  then  only  to  a  limited  extent  in  the 
form  of  a  capitation  grant  on  the  average  num- 
ber of  scholars  in  attendance.  This  change  in 
system  appeared  to  have  been  made  without 
any  reference  to  the  Native  Education  Board 
in  the  southern  division,  and  to  have  been  based 
upon  the  reports  of  the  Waikato  schools,  which 
were  more  advanced,  and  where,  as  had  been 
shown,  the  change  was  not  likely  to  operate 
so  prejudicially.  The  effect  of  this  change 
on  the  Te  Aute  school,  as  shown  by  the  report 
on  the  table,  had  been  to  close  the  school  until 
funds  could  be  obtained  to  erect  the  necessary 
buildings  and  to  supplement  the  Government 
grant  so  as  to  meet  the  current  expenses ; 
while  for  want  of  funds  to  erect  the  buildings 
no  schools  had  been  established  at  Porirua 
or  Wanganui.  The  school  at  Papawoi  had 
been  erected  from  funds  accruing  from 
other  sources,  but  no  grant  in  aid  had 
been  given  for  the  improvement  of  the 
school  estate  with  the  view  of  making  it  self- 
supporting  ;  and,  while  the  Government  grant 
had  been  £8  per  head  for  each  scholar,  the  cost 
to  Church  members  of  maintaining  the  institu- 
tion had  been  £15  per  head  in  addition,  the  cost 
of  each  scholar  being  £23  per  head.  He  thought 
he  had  shown  that  the  change  from  the  system 
in  1853  to  the  Native  Schools  Act  of  1858  had 
not  produced  satisfactory  results  in  the  south- 
ern division,  and  that,  from  the  causes  stated, 
the  Natives  in  the  southern  division  had  de- 
rived very  little  advantage  from  the  annual  edu- 
cational grant.  Jt  would  appear,  also,  that  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  scholars  was  much 
'greater  in  the  south  than  in  the  purely  Native 
districts  at  the  North,  partly  from  the  increased 
en>ense  of  living,  the  smaller  number  of 
scholars,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  school- 
masters, the  schools  at  the  north  being  under 
the  management  of  a  resident  missionary  paid 
by  the  Church  Missionary  Society.  By  revert- 
ing to  the  former  system,  as  proposed  by  the  re- 
solution, if  the  Government  were  to  apportion 
the  grant  according  to  the  Native  population, 
and  to  give  grants  in  aid  of  the  erection  of 
sohools  and  for  the  improvement  of  school 
estates,  so  as  to  render  them  self-supporting. 
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additional  schools  might  be  establiriied  at  Wan- 
ganui,  Poriiua,  Wairarapa,  and  Wellington,  and 
the  Te  Ante  school  might  again  be  bronght  into 
beneficial  operation.  He  would  take  this  op- 
portunity to  bear  his  testimony  to  the  zeal  of  the 
resident  missionary  at  Te  Aute,  the  Bev.  S. 
Williams,  who,  in  his  desire  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  school  estate,  had  advanced  from 
hia  private  means  the  funds  that  should  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Government,  and  would 
beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  honourable 
member  representing  the  Government  to  the 
promise  of  the  former  Native  Minister,  Mr. 
Biclunond,  that,  as  soon  as  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance accrued  of  the  educational  grant,  the  Te 
Aute  school  would  receive  consideration.  If  he 
(Jlr.  Stokes)  was  correctly  informed,  there  was 
now  a  balance  on  this  grant  of  £2,000,  and,  if 
this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  he  hoped  the 
claims  of  the  Te  Aute  school  would  not  be  over- 
looked by  the  Government.  In  a  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Richmond,  as  Native  Minister, 
to  the  Church  of  England  Education  Board, 
dated  January,  18S9,  it  was  intimated  that 
the  Board,  .out  of  the  capitation  grant,  would 
be  enabled  to  extend  their  operations  by 
the  establishment  of  new  schools ;  but 
he  (Mr.  Stokes)  had  already  shown  that 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
scholars  was  more  than  double  the  Government 

frant,  and  that  the  difference  was  made  good 
y  private  subscriptions.  It  might  be  objected 
that  no  alteration  could  be  made  for  the 
next  three  years  in  the  distribution  of  the 
grant  under  the  Native  Schools  Act;  but 
he  apprehended  the  limitation  in  the  Act  ap- 
plied not  so  much  to  the  way  in  which  the 
money  was  to  be  distributed,  as  that  the 
sum  of  £7,000  a  year  should  be  devoted,  for 
seven  years  from  the  passing  of  the  Act,  to  the 
purposes  of  Native  education.  At  all  events, 
it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  Government  to 
supplement  this  amount  by  an  original  grant. 
The  resolution,  in  the  last  place,  suggested  that 
the  Natives,  through  their  district  runangas, 
should  be  invited  to  contribute  towards  building 
and  maintaining  schools  and  otherwise  render- 
ing them  efficient.  Such  a  plan  seemed  to  be 
contemplated  by  His  Excellency  in  his  plan  of 
Native  government,  and  in  any  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Native  race  education 
must  enter  largely ;  and  he  thought  they  were 
more  likely  to  tckke  a  direct  interest  in  schools 
to  which  uiey  contributed,  and  which  were  in 
some  degree  under  their  control,  than  in  those 
where  their  concurrence  was  not  invited.  And 
now  that  it  was  contemplated  to  place  the  lands 
over  which  the  Native  title  was  not  extinguished 
imder  the  control  of  the  Native  race,  some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  from  this  source  for 
Native  educational  purposes;  and,  when  they 
found  the  leader  of  tne  king  movement  labour- 
ing with  his  own  hands  in  support  of  a  Native 
school,  they  might  reasonably  conclude  tiiat 
the  Natives  would  be  disposed  liberally  to  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  their  children  if  they 
were  assisted  in  their  efforts  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  these  observations  he  (Mr.  Stokes) 
had  confined  himself  to  the  Church  of  TJlnglanii 
Bon.  Mr.  Stoktt 


schools,  because  he  wished  to  viiidioate  tha 
members  of  that  Church  from  the  impotaiion 
of  indifference  or  neglect  with  respect  to  tlui 
question,  and  to  state  that  they  would  gladly 
assist  in  promoting  education  among  the  Na- 
tives if  additional  means  were  placed  at  theic 
disposal.  Hie  honourable  member  concluded 
b^  moving  the  following  resolution :  That,  oon- 
sidering  t£e  satisfactory  results  of  the  wodmg 
of  Hia  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey's  Native 
educational  plan  of  1853  along  the  Waikato 
Biver  and  the  East  Cape  District,  where  aohod* 
are  partially  built,  started,  and  endowed  by 
the  reserve  rand ;  and,  further,  considering  tlu 
unsatisfactory  results  of  the  working  of  "  tke 
Native  Education  Act,  18C8,"  .in  the  southern 
districts  of  the  North  Island,  where,  with  out 
exception,  the  whole  burden  of  building  and 
starting  the  schools  has  been  thrown  npon 
private  resources,  and  only  limited  aid  given 
m  the  form  of  a  capitation  grant,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Council  it  is  desirable  to  return  to  the 
principle  established  by  His  Excellency  Sa 
George  Grey  in  1853,  and  that  the  Native  Coei- 
missioners  and  Besident  Magistrates  should  be 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  district  mnangM 
upon  the  terms  on  which  the  Govemmeot 
should  supplement  their  contributions  towaids 
building  and  mainteuning  schools  and  other- 
wise rendering  them  efficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CBAWEOBD,  in  seetmdiiig 
the  resolution,  called  attention  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  raising  funds  from  private  resooicei 
for  tha  building  and  establishment  of  Native 
schools,  and  instanced  the  case  of  Mr.  Choitoo, 
at  Wanganui,  whose  offer  to  give  £300  a  jett 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  towaxds  the  endow- 
ment of  a  school  for  Native  girls  remained  ia 
abeyance  because  the  Government  declined  ts 
provide,  and  private  persons  were  unable  to  ouse, 
the  funds  required  for  the  requisite  bnildiBy 
and  furniture.  He  pointed  out  also  that,  so 
public  funds  having  been  forthcoming  fortfca 
school-buildings  in  the  southern  pert  of  ftr 
Island,  the  consequence  was  that  out  a  tnaQ 
share  of  the  capitation  grant  was  reoeived  by 
the  south.  No  buildings  being  provided,  few 
scholars  could  be  obtained,  and  therefore  tht 
amount  received  was  insignificant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  said  he  thoaght 
the  honourable  the  mover  of  the  resolntioB 
had  failed  in  making  good  the  objections  iriiieb 
were  stated  in  his  resolution  to  the  working  of 
the  Native  Schools  Act  in  the  south,  ca  ia 
proving  that  Sir  George  Grey's  Native-ednea- 
tion  plan  had  been  altogether  attended  with 
satisfactory  results  at  the  north.  He  had 
failed  to  establish  what  he  (Mr.  Tajicred)  migbt 
call  the  preamble  of  his  resolution,  and  tbe 
adoption  of  which  would  have  the  effect  d 
pledging  the  Council  to  statements  which  eoaU 
hardly  be  assumed  as  faots,  and  were  maab 
matters  of  opinion.  He  (Mr.  Tancred)  doiiaa 
that  the  Native  schools  at  the  north  could  b* 
described  as  being  successful,  and  the  repoitl 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  shoired 
that  their  present  condition  was  unsatisfactoiy. 
He  was  unable  to  say  whether  any  unexpended 
balance  existed  without  referring  to  the  pays* 
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•t  Anekland,  bat  he  was  andei  the  impression  | 
that  the  balaaice  had  been  paid  over  to  the 
Bishop  of  Waiapu's  school.  U  the  pieamble 
were  altered  he  would  be  quite  -willing  to  snp- 
port  the  resolution.  He  would  take  that  op- 
prartonity  of  stating  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  provide,  out  of  funds  for 
Native  purposes,  additional  assistance  in  aid  of 
Native  education,  which  might  be  employed 
in  assisting  the  boilding  and  establishmg  of 
•ehoola. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL  could  not  8up> 
pott  the  resolution,  and,  having  t^en  consider- 
able interest  in  this  question,  would  briefly 
state  his  objection  to  the  motion.  [The  honour- 
able member  read  several  extracts  from  his 
own  reports  as  Inspector  of  Schools,  in  which 
his  objections  against  the  former  system  were 
set  forth,  and  in  which  it  was  alleged  that  the 
Oovemment  aid  was  unequally  and  partially 
distnbated,  the  Waikato  sohools  receiving  aid 
at  the  rate  of  only  £6  per  head,  while  some, 
Boman  Catholic,  schools  received  aid  at  a  rate 
M  high  as  £13  per  head.]  He  had  recom- 
mended that  grants  of  £1,000  should  be  made 
to  each  of  those  Waikato  schools,  to  be  repaid 
witiiin  five  years,  out  of  the  annual  grant ;  and 
that  the  annnal  rate  x>er  head  should  be  fixed 
at  the  scale  fixed  by  the  Native  School  Act. 
He  objected  to  the  large  sums  spent  on  central 
schools,  and  was  of  opinion  we  were  work- 
ing in  the  vnong  direction,  and  that  the  proper 
eooise  would  be  to  place  schoolmAsbers  in 
places  where  the  scholars  existed,  instead  of 
bringing  the  scholars  from  a  distance  to  the 
school.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  was  of  opinion  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  the  deepest  importance. 
It  would-be  oseless  to  provide  schemes  for  the 
eivil  government  of  the  Natives  and  the  man- 
sgem^it  of  their  lands,  unless  we  were  pre- 
pared to  take  effective  steps  towards  the  re- 
gsneration  of  the  race  by  improving  their 
social  condition.  The  time  was  come  when 
la^er  and  more  comprehensive  schemes  were 
required.  The  grant  system,  if  it  had  not 
failed,  had  not  produced  the  results  which  the 
case  required.  Several  plans  suggested  them- 
selves for  placing  the  education  of  the  Natives 
under  legislative  control.  We  might  either 
{dace  such  control  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  religions  bodies — but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  desirable — or  we  might  establish  an 
educational  department  of  the  Executive  Oo- 
vemment;  but  that  would  be  open  to  the 
objection  of  continued  fluctuations  of  principle 
fnan  change  of  Ministers.  A  third  mode  would 
be  the  establishment  of  a  Board,  to  some  ex- 
tait  at  least,  npon  the  denominational  prin- 
ciple, so  as  to  enlist  the  valuable  help  of  the 
aaissionary  bodies,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
ssniim  a  general  governmental  control.  He 
•ODcuned  in  the  particular  object  of  the  reso- 
lution as  amended. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  he  could 
M>t  allow  the  observations  which  had  been 
made  to  pass  unnoticed.  He  also  had  had  some 
experience  as  an  Inspector  ef  Native  Sohools  on 
the  Waikato.    Moreover,  he  had  been  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Church  of  Engl|tnd  Board  of  Educa- 
tion under  Sir  George  Grey's  charter,  which 
the  Act  of  1858  htid  superseded,  and  vnth 
whom  rested  the  distribution  of  the  funds  for 
those  schools.  The  mode^of  distribution,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  several  schools 
were  placed,  was  a  matter  of  some  difficulty. 
It  would  be  too  long  an  explanation  to  go  into ; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  animadveraions  which 
had  just  been  made,  he  could  conscientiously 
say -that  the  funds  at  their  disposal  had  been 
(Jlotted  on  the  fairest  principles  that  the  cii- 
oumstances  permitted ;  and  he  might  add  that 
the  names  of  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
were  quite  suffioieijt  to  inspire  respect  and  con- 
fidence.  In  reference  to  the  schools  them- 
selves, it  was  all  very  well  for  persons  to  put 
forward  their  own  particular  views  as  to  how 
they  ought  to  have  been  managed,  but  he 
(Colonel  Kenny)  would  assert,  though  he  him- 
self had  had  occasion  to  find  famt  in  some 
respects,  that  the  Native  institutions  in  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  England  wer« 
carried  on,  at  the  time  he  alluded  to,  bettee 
than  they  could  have  been  by  any  other  means ; 
and  that,  at  the  least,  they  produced  results 
quite  commensurate  with  the  outlay  incurred 
by  the  Government.  As  to  the  objections  which 
had  been  made  to  centralization — to  the  system 
of  maintaining  certain  fixed  schools  composed 
of  scholars  drawn  from  a  distance,  instead  of  a 
number  of  village  schools — he  could  only  say 
that  the  best  results  had  followed  from  it.  A» 
a  part  of  the  system  he  might  instance  ths 
central  institution  at  Auckland,  to  which  tha 
more  advanced  adults  were  sent  for  a  higher 
education,  from  the  outlying  schools  in  the 
Waikato  and  other  districts,  which  had  beea 
eminently  successful.*  The  Natives  trained  in 
these  schools  disseminated,  to  a  certain  extent, 
our  ideas  and  practices  of  civilization ;  and  ho 
believed  he  was  correct  in  stating  that,  in 
several  instances,  persons  who  had  been  edu- 
cated at  these  schools  had  been  selected  by  ths 
Natives  themselves  as  secretaries  for  those  very 
runangas  which  the  Government  was  now  so 
anxious  to  encourage.  He  was  not  sure  tha<« 
Benata  himself  had  not  been  a  pupil  in  one  of 
these  schools.  He  (Colonel  Kenny)  admitted 
that  the  resolution  before  the  Council  had  not 
been  drawn  up  in  the  terms  he  could  have  de- 
sired, and  had  so  expressed  himself  to  the 
honourable  the  mover  some  days  ago.  He 
wished  it  had  been  expressed  in  more  general 
terms.  But,  after  the  declaration  which  had 
been  made  by  the  honourable  member  repre-t 
senting  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  he 
would  accept  a  modified  resolution,  striking 
out  the  preamble,  he  (Colonel  Kenny)  trusted 
that  an  amended  resolution  would  be  agreed 
upon,  which  would  receive  the  support  of  ths 
Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALTi  wished  to  enter  his 
{potest  against  the  doctrines  propounded  by 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  who  thought 
that  it  was  desirable  to  remove  the  working  of 
the  Native  schools  from  the  hands  of  the  mis- 
sionary body.  He  believed  the  success  of  these 
schools,  whatever  it  was,  was  owing  to  ths 
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energy  and  devotion  of  that  bodv  to  the  cause 
of  Native  education.  It  would  be  diffictdt  to 
find  another  body  of  men  who  would  bring  to 
this  task  so  much  zeal,  and  be  so  well  qualified 
to  discharge  it  efficiently.  It  would  be  an  evil 
day  for  the  cause  of  Native  education  which 
should  see  it  removed  from  the  hands  of  the 
missionary  clergy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  in  reply,  said  that, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  of  previous 
speakers,  he  conceived  he  had  sufficiently  es- 
tablished his  position.  It  was  asserted  that 
the  results  of  the  education  scheme  at  the 
north  were  unsatisfactory,  and  that  the  schools 
bad  failed.  But  it  was  a  fact  that  several 
schools  had  been  established  at  the  north 
nnder  Sir  George  Orey's  plan,  that  these 
Bchools  had  been  continued  \mder  the  grants 
from  the  Native  Schools  Act,  and  that  hun- 
dreds of  scliolars  had  been  educated  at  them 
who  but  for  these  schools  would  have  remained 
without  education.  He  had  referred  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  Waikato  schools ;  but  there 
were  other  schools,  as  the  Bishop  of  Waiapn's 
school,  St.  Stephen's  Training  College  at  Auck- 
land, and  other  schools  at  the  North,  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  It  was  also  a  fact  that  the 
operation  of  the  Native  Schools  Act  had  not 
been  attended  with  satisfactory  results  in  the 
south,  since  there  was  only  one  school,  and 
that  for  a  short  period,  that  had  received  any 
assistance  under  it.  His  chief  object  in  raising 
the  discussion  was  to  ascertain  the  sense  of 
the  Council,  with  the  view  of  arriving  at  a  prac- 
tical result;  and,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Council,  he  would  amend  the  resolution  so  as 
to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  unanimous  expression 
of  opinion.  [The  honourable  member  then 
amended  his  resolution  *s  follows  :  Looking 
to  the  beneficial  results  which  flow  from  the 
establishment  of  Native  schools,  as  well  as  the 
difficulty  attending  the  establishment  of  such 
schools,  it  is  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council 
desirable  that  the  Qovemmeut  should  render 
efficient  assistance  in  the  erection  and  furnish- 
ing school-buildings  and  the  payment  of  school- 
masters, and  that  tho  Native  Commissioners 
and  Resident  Magistrates  should  be  instructed 
to  confer  with  the  district  runangas  upon  the 
terms  on  which  the  Government  should  supple- 
ment their  contributions  towards  building  and 
maintaining  schools  and  otherwise  rendering 
them  efficient.] 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  thought  that  so 
important  a  question  shoiild.  not  be  decided 
hastily.  He  thought  the  Council  should  not 
dictate  to  the  Government  what  amount  of 
assistance  should  be  given  to  the  schools, 
which  seemed  to  be  the  effect  of  the  resolution, 
which  he  preferred  to  see  expressed  in  more 
general  terms.  If  the  Act  was  not  so  efficient 
as  was  desired,  the  Government  could  make 
it  more  efficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CUTPIELD  regretted  he 
«onld  not  agree  with  the  resolution,  and  con- 
sidered the  present  Native  schools  to  be  a  fail- 
ore.  He  adduced  as  an  example  two  schools 
at  New  Plvmouth,  both  which  proved  to  be 
iailores.  The  scholars  were  fed  and  clothed  at 
ITon.  Mr.  SaXl 


the  expense  of  the  school,  and  the  parents 
wanted  to  be  paid  for  the  labour  of  the  childien. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENKY  was  surprised  at 
the  view  expressed  by  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  spoken,  that  by  adopting  the  reso- 
lution as  amended  the  Council  would  be  dictat- 
ing a  line  of  policy  to  the  Government  in  relatka 
to  Native  education.  He  need  only  remind  ths 
honourable  member  that  the  Cooncil  did  not 
hesitate  to  pass  certain  resolutions  in  18G0  i> 
reference  to  a  question  of  a  purely  constits- 
tional  character,  in  which  they  expressly  die- 
tated  the  course  that  ought  to  be  taken  by  ths 
Government.  But  the  Governor  and  the  lato 
Government,  as  the  Council  well  knew,  acted 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  terms  of  those  tttty 
lutions.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  Comt- 
cil  need  not  hesitate  to  pass  the  resolution  now 
proposed,  which  merely  had  relation  to  a  ques- 
tion of  a  moral  and  social  character.  Of  cons* 
the  Government,  as  before,  might  disregsid  iL 
But  that  was  not  probable,  as  the  honouraUs 
gentleman  representing  the  Government  hsl 
already  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  object 
of  the  resolution,  and  had  stated  bis  readioes 
to  accept  it  if  amended  in  certain  particalaii. 
He  (Colonel  Kenny)  therefore  begged  the  Coun- 
cil not  hastily  to  reject  it.  He  urged  them  to 
consider  that,  if  they  did  so,  their  reasons  sad 
arguments  against  it  might  not  become  known, 
but  that  the  rejection  by  that  Council  of  s 
proposal  to  forward  Native  education  and  im- 
provement would  stand  recorded.  There  mt 
really  no  dictation  to  the  Government  intended. 
It  was  merely  an  appeal  to  the  Government  tt 
supplement  the  grant  for  Native  educatioi 
already  made  by  the  Act  of  1858.  He  beUered 
that  in  England  two  modes  of  treatment  wen 
pursued  in  reference  to  popular  education — in 
wealthy  districts  to  call  out  local  and  volimtary 
aid,  and  in  poor  and  populous  districts  to  givt 
a  capitation  grant  to  start  and  help  on  schw^ 
Now,  the  last  course  had  been  taken  by  tiw 
Legislature  in  New  Zealand.  A  oapitatic* 
grant  had  been  given  in  the  case  of  the  Katites 
who  were  considered  to  need  it.  But  withoat 
the  further  aid  which  had  been  received  fM« 
private  sources  the  Native  schools  conld  not 
have  been  carried  on.  Now,  the  Qovenmieit 
was  merely  asked  to  supplement  the  capitation 
grant  by  some  further  assistance  by  erectii^ 
school-houses  and  paying  teachers.  But  not 
wholly — only  in  part.  For  instance,  let  the  Go- 
vernment pay  half  the  necessary  cost  of  bnildingl 
and  of  teachers,  and  the  Natives  the  remainder; 
In  some  districts  the  Government  might  do 
more,  in  others  less.  The  object  sought  by  tlis 
resolution  was  merely  that  the  present  oa}ata- 
tion  grant  should  be  supplemented  by  thu 
additional  expenditure,  on  the  express  oondiiiM 
that  the  Natives  should  bear  their  share  of  iL 
And  that  question,  whether  or  not  the  Natiict 
would  be  vrilling  to  do  so  on  some  fixed  priB- 
ciple,  the  Government  was  recommended  to 
ascertain  in  the  mode  stated  in  the  resotutioo. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Copncil,  on  oop- 
sideration,  would  pass  the  resolution  in  its 
amended  form. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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KATIVE  CIBCUIT  COURTS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved  the  second 
leading  of  this  Bill,  and  in  doing  so  explained 
the  principal  alterations  it  was  intended  to 
eSeet.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  entered  at  some  length  into  some  of 
its  provisions,  which  he  said  were  intended  to 
carrjri  nto  Native  districts  the  administration 
of  the  law,  and,  as  an  illnstration  of  the  neces- 
sity of  snch  a  measure,  cited  a  case  which  had 
occoired  at  Mongonoi  in  which  the  Maoris  had 
held  a  mn&nga  on  one  of  their  race  who  had 
been  guilty  of  an  aggravated  assault — of  shoot- 
ing at  another  Maori — who  was  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  in  the  gaol  of  that  settlement. 
The  case  was  one  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Resident  Magistrate.  It  was  impossible  to  send 
all  the  witnesses  to  Auckland,  and  equally  im- 
possible to  move  the  Supreme  Court  to  Mongo- 
noi to  try  the  case.  Tlus  was  an  illegal  act, 
but  it  was  acquiesced  in,  as  otherwise  the 
offender  would  have  escaped  without  punish- 
ment. And  it  v^as  to  make  provision  for  cases 
of  this  kind  in  outlying  districts  that  this  Bill 
was  chiefly  intended. 

BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through 
all  its  remaining  stages  with  certain  amend- 
ments. 

FIRST  READING. 

Panama  Ronte  Postal  BiU. 

NATIVE  DISTRICT  REGULATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Native  District  Regulation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages  with  certain 
amendments. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  Militia  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
lefeired  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Major  Rich- 
mond, the  Hon.  Mr.  Outfield,  and  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Russell,  with  power  to  confer  with  any 
Committee  appointed  for  the  same  or  a  similar 
purpose  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  8th  SepUmher,  1862. 


Ttamski  Petition— Financial— First  Beadinga  — 
Militia  BUI  (Ko.  2)— Besii'.cnt  Magistrates'  Juria- 
dlction  Extension  Bill  — Juries  Bill  —  Supply— 
Public  Beaerves  Act  Amendment  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PBAnBS. 

TARANAKI  PETITION. 

THi.  FOX  moved,  That  further  power   be 

IJiven  to  the  Taianaki  Petition  Committee  to 

inquire  into  and  report  upon  all  matters  caL- 

colated  to  meet  the  prayei;  of  the  petitioners 


whose  petition  was  referred  to  that  Commit- 
tee, and  that  the  resolution  adopted  by  this 
Honse  on  the  motion   of  Mr.  FitzGerald  be 
referred  to  the  Committee. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved.  That 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  copies  of  the  statements  of 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  presented  to  the  Provincial  Oonnoil 
thereof  from  its  first  session  to  that  of  1863, 
together  with  the  reports  of  the  Audit  Com- 
mittees appointed  to  examine  such  statements, 
and  the  reports  of  all  Financial  Committer 
appointed  by  the  said  Council  within  the  said 
period;  also  copies  of  the  Audit  Act,  and  of 
the  several  Appropriation  Acts  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  province. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Nelson  Waste  Lands    Regulations  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  2),  Appropriation  BiU, 
Civil  List  BiU. 

MILITIA  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Militia  BiU  (No.  2)  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  G.  Graham,  Major 
Nixon,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  Mr. 
Domett,  with  power  to  confer  with  any  Com- 
mittee that  may  be  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  on  the  same  subject. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

JltRIES  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  pf  the 
Whole  for  the  further   consideration  of   the 
Juries  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

SUPPLY. 
The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

His  Excellency's  Message  No.  13,  trans- 
mitting additional  estimates  of  General  Ex- 
penditure, provincially  charged,  was  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  following  items  were  read  and  agreed 
to  :  Auckland,  £250 ;  Wellington,  £150 ; 
Hawke's  Bay,  £25;  Nelson,  £150;  Marl- 
borough, £250. 

Canterbury,  £550. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
reduce  the  item  by  the  sum  of  £50,  estimated 
for  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Akoroa. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Item,  as  reduced,  agreed  to. 
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The  following  were  then  agieed  to :  Otago, 
£100 ;  Southland,  £50. 

Total  amount  voted,  £1,475. 

The  following  itezDB,  tecommended  in  His 
Excellency's  Message  No.  14,  were  then  agreed 
to:  Clerk  in  Secretary  for  Crown  Lands'  Office, 
£200;  Colonial  Agent,  £600;  Sub-Treasurer, 
Christchuroh,  £100;  Sub-Treasurer,  Wanga- 
iuu,£25. 

Total  amount  voted,  £925. 

Militia  and  Volunteers,  £10,765  lOs.  Sd. 

Hr.  BENAIiL  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
leduce  the  total  by  the  sum  of  £7,465  19b.  8d. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WOOD  proposed,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, to  reduce  the  total  amount  by  the  sum 
of  £1,184  19s.  3d. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Total  amount  voted,  £9,381. 

Progress  reported. 

PUBLIC  BESERVES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  Public  Beserves  Act  Amendment  Bill  was 
recommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  o'clock,  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  9th  Septen^>er,  1869. 


Delegatlong  Continnance  Bill  —  Message  from  His 
ExoeUcncy — Commencement  of  Acts  Bill— Na- 
tive Lands  Bill  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Pbasebs. 

DELEGATIONS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

The  Delegations  Continuance  Bill  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
stages  with  amendment. 

MESSAGE  PROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 
A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 

the  Governor,  informing  the  Council  that  he 

had  assented  to  the  following  Bills : — 
"  The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Act,  1862." 
"The  Joint  Stock  Companies  Amendment 

Act,  1862." 
"  The  Military  Supplies  Customs  Act,  1862." 
"  The  Bills  of  Sale  Registration  Amendment 

Act,  1862." 

COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  defining  the  time  when  Acts 
of  the  General  Assembly  shall  come  into  opera- 
tion, and  explained  that  great  inconvenience 
had  arisen  from  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
beconung  law  immediately  on  the  Governor 
giving  his  assent.  From  various  causes,  it 
oould  not  be  supposed  that  all  officers  oon- 
sscted  with  the  administration  of  the  law  in 


difierent  and  remote  parts  of  the  colonj  cosU 
be  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Acts  puaed  hf 
the  Assembly,  and  thus  eomplicotiona  arose. 
What  was  law  in  one  place  was  not  aidministeied 
as  law  in  another.  The  Bill  simply  propoted 
that  Acts  should  not  take  effect  onder  three 
months  after  receiving  His  Elxoellency's  asMot, 
unless  in  oases  where  it  might  be  otherwixe 
specially  provided  by  the  Legislatare. 

Bill  read  a  first  time,  and  paraad  throng  all 
its  remaining  stages  with  certain  omandmeDtL 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED,  in  moving  tiw 
second  reading  of  the  Native  Lands  Bill,  said,— 
Sir,  I  am  relieved  of  the  necessity,  in  monag 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  of  going  int* 
the  details  of  the  measure  now  before  tht 
Coimcil,  or  of  explaining  the  various  objecti 
which  it  seeks  to  efiect.  Honourable  men- 
bers  have,  doubtless,  had  the  opportunity  oi 
making  themselves  familiar  not  oldy  \ntix  tb» 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded,  bat  tb» 
with  the  mode  in  which  those  principles  an  to 
be  carried  out.  The  discussions  to  which  this 
question  has  given  rise  have  had  the  efieot  ef 
sifting  and  ventilating  it,  so  as  to  enable  all 
who  have  taken  an  interest  in  public  afiain 
during  the  last  few  years  to  TinH«r«taT«l  asd 
appreciate  it  in  all  its  bearings;  bat,  if  ft* 
subject  is  not  a  new  one  in  the  eoloDy,  neitiur 
isitnewtotbeHomeOovemment.  Thep^iea 
which  have  been  laid  before  the  Legislataie 
from  time  to  time  will  show  that  it  has  aia> 
been  considered  at  Home,  and  will  enable  us  to 
form  a  very  fair  estimate  of  the  feelings  enie- 
tained  by  the  Home  Government  on  the  maiteb 
Indeed,  so  maturely  was  it  considered  by  tte 
present  Ministry,  that,  as  will  be  reooUected,  a 
Bill  was  some  time  ago  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Natives  to  sell 
land  to  private  individuals.  The  one  great 
principle  of  the  Bill  may  be  ezpreased  in  a  vary 
few  words :  it  is  not  only  to  reoogniie  tb* 
Native  right  of  ownership  in  Native  lands — tin 
is  already  done  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi — bat 
also  to  give  efiect  to  that  right,  and  to  make  it 
something  more  than  the  mere  delnsian  that  it 
has  been  hitherto.  I  do  not  disgnine  fttn 
myself,  nor  do  I  wish  to  disguise  from  tliii 
Council,  the  great  and  radicaJ  change  which 
such  a  measure  as  this  is  calculated  to  effect  in 
the  relations  between  the  races  inhabiting  the* 
Islands.  I  do  not  wish  to  deny  that,  uokB 
prudently  and  cautiously  administered,  it  cob- 
tains  the  seeds  of  great  dangers;  bat  I  MB 
sustained  in  advocating  it  because  there  can  be 
no  course  of  action  so  full  of  danger  as  that  is- 
action  which  withholds  justice,  and  refuses  kx 
make  those  rights  available  which  the  Tiea^ 
of  Waitangi  conferred  upon  the  Natives  of  New 
Zealand.  Now,  I  think  that,  if  the  expexiflMe 
of  the  last  few  years  teaches  us  anything,  it 
teaches  us  this :  that  the  land  question  lies  st 
the  root  of  the  Native  difficulty ;  and  that,  k> 
long  as  this  question  remains  onsettled,  so  kng 
as  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Natives  are  not 
placed  definitely  on  a  firm  and  satjafaotmy 
basis,  we  shall  in  vain  endeavour  to  raise  sad 
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•ivilize  the  lace.  HJhe  volummous  evidence 
oontained  in  the  pax>ers  laid  before  the  Assembly 
during  the  last  two  oi  three  years  tends  more 
or  less  to  establish  this  point :  that  the  whole 
NatiTe  question  hinges  directly  or  indirectly  on 
matters  connected  with  their  lands.  Unless 
satisfied  on  this  point,  all  oar  efforts  for  their 
amelioration  appear  to  be  useless.  We  may 
establish  institutions,  schools,  Courts,  and  every 
appliance  of  civilized  people,  and  we  may  spend 
{bousands  and  thousands  in  organizing  a  staff, 
in  providing  Magistrates,  in  taking  measures 
for  their  social  development,  and  all  our  endea- 
Tonis  will  be  fruitless  unless  we  deal  vrith  that 
apon  which  everything  else  depends,  and  re- 
more  that  plague-spot  which  poisons  the  whole: 
KiBt  of  all,  we  must  allay  uie  irritation  and 
jealousy  which  exists  in  the  Native  mind,  and 
which  is  caused  by  the  fear  that  the  ultimate 
object  of  all  our  dealings  with  them  is  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  lands.  In  spite  of  all  our 
professions,  in  spite  of  all  our  explanations  of 
our  motives,  the  same  suspicion  remains,  that 
we  8bie  sfeking  our  own  interests  to  the  pre- 
judice, and  in  disregard  of  the  interests,  of  the 
Natives.  They  cannot  divest  themselves  of  the 
idea  that  the  European  administration  is  a 
lystem  organized  for  depriving  them  of  their 
lands.  Doubtless,  the  combination  of  the  two 
offices  of  Native  Secretary  and  Land  Purchase 
Commissioner  had  the  effect  of  giving  a  colotir 
to  this  idea.  When  they  saw  that  the  institu- 
tioil  established  for  acquiring  their  lands  was 
identical  with  that  which  administered  their 
political  and  social  affairs,  tliey  very  naturally 
supposed  that  the  two  had  uie  same  object 
and  were  influenced  by  the  same  feelings.  A 
change  for  the  betser  has,  no  doubt,  been  made 
by  the  separation  of  these  two  offices ;  but,  still, 
a  mere  departmental  change  goes  but  a  very 
little  way  towards  removing  a  prejudice  in- 
grained in  the  very  essence  of  the  relations  in 
^hich  the  two  races  stand  to  each  other.  What- 
ever may  be  the  outward  aspect  which  the  case 
assumes,  we  must  recognize  this  great  fact: 
that  the  one  is  a  pushing  and  colonizing  people, 
anxioas  to  acquire  land,  and  the  other  a  society 
in  a  state  of  stagnation,  determined  to  defend 
to  the  utmost,  and  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of, 
that  which  they  now  possess.  Now,  if  we  satisfy 
them  upon  this  point, — if  we  can  give  them 
some  tangible  guarantee  that  theii  ri^ts  will  be 
sespected, — we  shall  have  removed  one  great 
oh^acle  to  their  social  advancement,  by  re- 
moving that  which  prevents  them  from  accept- 
ing cordially  and  heartily  those  institutions 
which  we  tlunlc  best  calculated  to  promote  that 
object.  If  this  is  true,  it  follows,  as  a  matter 
of  coarse,  that  whatever  we  do  should  be  done 
quickly;  and  the  longer  we  delay  the  more 
difficult  it  vrill  be  to  accomplish  the  task  before 
us.  I  do  not  say  that  the  measure  before  us 
is  exactly  the  one  best  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances, still  less  that  it  will  effect  what  we 
Ate  aiming  at  completely  and  entirely.  With- 
out doubt  it  will  require  to  be  supplemented 
and  given  fuUer  effect  to  \>y  farther  legisla- 
tioii ;  but,  even  if  it  does  nothing  directly,  it  at 
aQ  erents  lays  a  foundation.    It  places  matters 


on  a  new  footing,  and  will,  at  least,  act  as  »- 
sort  of  manifesto  to  the  Natives  that  we  wish 
to  do  them  justice — that  we  desire,  as  far  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  allows,  to  remove  the 
disabiUties  under  which  they  have  hitherto- 
laboured,  and  that  from  henceforth  they  will 
be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  duties  and  re^ 
sponsibUities  of  men.  It  is  objected  that  a- 
change  of  this  sort  is  dangerous;  that  it  is 
better  to  leave  things  as  they  are,  and  not  to-- 
stir  questions  which  may  embarrass  us  in  new 
complications.  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit — 
as  I  have  already  admitted — that  this  ohange 
may  contain  elements  of  danger;  but  this  is  an 
argument  against  any  ohange  of  whatever  kind : 
every  change  may,  in  removing  one  sort  of 
evils,  occasion  evils  of  another  nature.  This  is 
a  mere  truism  which  proves  so  much.  The 
question  we  have  to  look  to  in  the  present  in- 
stance  is,  whether  the  evils  we  wish  to  remove 
are  patent  and  obvious,  and  whether  the  mode 
in  which  we  remove  them  offers  a  reasonable- 
prospect  that  we  shall  steer  clear  of  evils  of  an 
opposite  or  different  character.  The  evil  we 
wish  to  remove  is  the  jealousy  felt  by  the  Na* 
tives  at  their  lands  being  locked  up,  and  the 
danger  to  be  guarded  agamst  is  the  indiscrimi- 
nate and  improvident  alienation  of  their  lands. 
Now,  one  question  which  it  is  for  this  Council 
to  decide  is,  whether  or  not  the  Bill  before 
them  contains  sufficient  limitations  and  quali- 
fications for  guarding  against  the  pauperizing, 
of  the  Native  race ;  whether  sufficient  power  is 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  to  check  any 
detrimental  or  excessive  ahenation.  I  will  just 
advert  to  the  nature  of  the  control  which  is 
placed  in  the  Gkivernor's  hands  over  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act.  In  the  first  place,  he  can  con- 
firm, or  abstain  from  oonfirnung,  any  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  appointed  to  inquire  into  Na- 
tive titles ;  secondly,  even  if  he  confirms  these 
proceedings,  he  may,  before  doing  so,  make  such 
reserves  as  he  thinks  fit,  of  the  land  to  which  the 
title  has  been  ascertained,  as  a  condition  of  the 
issue  of  the  certificate ;  but,  more  than  all 
perhaps,  he  may  prevent  the  Act  from  coming 
mto  operation  at  all  wherever  he  thinks  its 
operation  might  be  attended  with  danger  or  diffi- 
culty. These  limitations  appear  to  me  to  give 
so  entire  a  discretion  to  the  Governor  that,  un- 
less we  are  prepared  to  say  that  he  is  not  likely 
to  use  that  discretion  witii  prudence  and  fore- 
thought, we  shall  be  forced  to  admit  that  these 
limitations  are  sufficient;  so  that,  although 
it  may  be  true  that  we  are  putting  a  most- 
powenul  machine  in  motion,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  it  is  equally  true  that  we  are  providing  a 
means  for  regulating  its  action  and  controlling 
its  movements.  It  is  worth  considering  for  a 
moment  what  will  be  the  probable  effect  of  the 
measure  if  brought  into  general  operation.  In. 
the  first  place,  settlements  of  Europeans  will 
insinuate  themselves  into  Native  districts 
which,  up  to  this  time,  have  been  uncivilized. 
They  cannot  fail,  to  a  certain  degree,  to  coun- 
teract those  Native  habits,  and  to  introduce 
and  make  familiar  to  the  people  the  habits  and 
customs  of  civilized  life.  This  mixture  of  the 
two  races  will  also  tend  to  do  away  with  thos* 
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vre^ndioes  of  race  which  hare  hitherto  been  a 
fruitful  source  of  jealonsy,  distruBt,  and  even 
hostility ;  bat,  while  it  will  have  a  tendency  to 
allay  ill  feeling,  and  to  teach  the  two  races  to 
know  and  appreciate  each  other's  good  quali- 
ties, it  will,  at  the  same  time,  identify  them  in 
oommon  objects  and  pursuits,  and  prodnce  a 
healthy  rivalry  between  them.    It  will  create  a 
community  oif  interests,  which  will  form  the 
basis  of  a  more  real  amalgamation  of  the  races 
— a  truer  and  more  natural  union — than  that 
forced  and  artificial  combination  which  we  have 
heard  advocated  in  the  proposal  for  introducing 
Ifatives  into  the  Legislature.    This  will  make 
them  feel  more  keenly  their  responsibility,  and 
will  more  surely  create  a  desire  m  them  to  raise 
themselves  in  the  scale  of  civilization  than  any- 
thing we  can  do  by  a  formij  Act  of  the  Assembly. 
7here  is  one  aspect  of  the  Native  question 
'which  appears  to  me  to  have  obtained  less  con- 
sideration than  its  importance  deserves ;  but  it 
is  one  which,  to  my  mind,  constitutes  a  car- 
dinal point  of  difference  between  civilized  and 
«avage  life.    The  one  implies  a  busy,  active, 
bustling  life ;  the  other,  a  life  of  indolence  and 
inactivity.   The  one  looks  forward  to  the  attain- 
ment of  some  object  to  which  the  Native  may 
devote  his  energies ;  the  other  has  no  career  be- 
fore him  at  all.    In  former  times,  indeed,  before 
the  introduction  of  Christianity,  there  was  the 
stimulus  of  feuds  and  warfare.     Distinction 
as  a  warrior  was  an  object  of  ambition ;  the 
Native  then  had  an  aim  and  object  in  life, 
which  formed  a  stimulus  to  exertion.    Now  his 
-whole  time  is  occupied,  if  occupied  at  all,  in 
the  discussions  of  the  runanga,  which  lead  to 
no  practical  result,  and  form  no  field  for  the 
display  of  his  powers.    The  measure  before  us 
will;  at  least  to  some  degree,  supply  this  want. 
It  will  create  the  necessity  for  the  employment 
«f  a  considerable  staff,  and  the  work  to  bo  done 
will  be  exactly  of  the  kind  which  the  Natives 
are  well  qualified  to  perform.    There  will  be  a 
mode  provided  by  which  the  instruction  which 
they  receive  in  the  schools  may  be  turned  to 
some  practical  use.    They  will  take  an  interest 
-in  the  knowledge  necessary  to  qualify  them  for 
assisting  in,  or  even  conducting,  the  surveys 
which  will  be  required.    They  will  look  upon 
their  property,  not  in  the  light  of  an  unavail- 
able and  undefined  right,  but  as  something 
tangible,  that  they  can  deal  with  or  improve. 
*Fbeir  discussions  will  lose  that  vagueness  and 
tmcertainty  which  is  necessarily  the  charac- 
teristic of  every  discussion  leading  to  no  prac- 
tical results,  and  it  will  have  the '  effect  of 
directing  their  minds  to  their  immediate  and 
tangible  interests.    I  wish  before  sitting  down 
to  explain  as  exactly  as  I  can  the  position  in 
which  Ministers  stand  towards  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  in  reference   to  this  measure. 
'{The  Council  is  no  doubt  familiar  with  His 
Excellency's  views  as  explained  in  the  papers 
which  have  been  laid  before  the  Assembly ;  he 
Btill  thinks  that  those  views  are  the  soundest 
and  best;  but,  having  become  convinced  that 
the  Assembly  will  not  adopt  them  in  the  form 
put  forward  by  him,  he  thinks  t1  i  recognition 
of  Natives'  title  to  their  land  a  matter  of  such 
Son,  Mr.  Tancrtd 


im^rtance  that  he  is  willing  to  accept  theKII 
as  it  now  stands,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  it 
can  be  administered  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
productive  of  beneficial  results. 

The  Hon.  Major  BICHMOND  seconded  the 
motion.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD. — Sir,  if  any- 
thing would  reconcile  me  to  vote  for  the  second 
readmg  of  this  Bill,  it  would  be  the  very  tem- 
perate, and  I  must  say  able,  arguments  which 
have  been  advanced  in  favonr  of  the  Bill  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  representing  tltf 
Government,  who  has  moved  the  second  read- 
ing. And  if  I  thought  that  the  results  pt»- 
dieted  by  that  honourable  gentleman  wniU 
follow  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  I  would  certainly 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  Bat  I  fear  tiist 
the  results  would  be  entirely  different  from  tbe 
expectations  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
therefore  I  shall  oppose  it.  I  believe  that  ia 
the  incubation  of  thi^  egg  the  original  mot 
that  was  expected  degenerated  into  an  osttich; 
and  it  seems  doubtful,  supposing  the  aeoood 
reading  to  pass,  whether  we  shall  arrive  at  anj- 
thing  more  important  than  a  kiwi  or  aptetyx. 
I  am  sure  that  every  one  will  exonerate  me  mm 
making  tiiis  a  partyquestion.  I  would  williaglT 
vote  for  this  Bill  if  I  thought  that  it  woold 
tend  to  the  settlement  of  the  Native  qnestioo, 
to  the  profitable  occupation  of  the  countzy, 
and  to  its  advancement  in  wealth  and  civilisar 
tion.  I  believe  that  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
cedure would  have  been  by  a  tentative  mearam 
applied  to  certain  districts :  if  successful  in 
those  districts  it  might  have  been  gradual^ 
extended.  But,  before  proceeding  with  thil 
argument,  perhaps  the  Council  will  allow  nw 
to  relate  an  anecdote.  Some  years  ago  I 
visited  the  member  for  the  County  of  Moray, 
in  Scotland — an  old  Tory— what  is  now  caOad 
a  Conservative.  The  period  of  my  visit  «M 
at  a  time  not  long  after  the  dismptka 
of  the  Peel  Ministry  and  the  Conservafe^s 
party  by  the  chemged  policy  of  Sir  Bobett 
Peel  upon  the  Corn-law.  question  and  Fi««- 
trade  in  general.  One  day  after  dinner  I  asked 
my  Lord  how  it  was  that  he  and  the  rest  of  hii 
partnr  allowed  themselves  to  commit  poUtioal 
suicide  by  retaining  the  advocacy  of  prmcipkt 
so  illogical  and  so  absurd  as  those  of  F^tectxn, 
and  which  had  no  necessary  oonnection  witk 
the  Conservative  party.  He  replied  by  acknow- 
ledging that  the  results  of  the  experiment,  is 
the  increased  wealth  of  the  country  and  eoa- 
tentment  of  all  classes,  had  convinced  Um 
that  he  was  wrong ;  but  he  said,  "  How  cooU 
Sir  Robert  Peel  expect  several  hundred  EngU 
gentlemen  in  a  short  week  or  month  to  ton 
round  and  vote  against  all  their  former  jkd- 
fessions — professions  which  the  former  argu- 
ments of  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  done  his  best  t* 
establish  and  sustain?"  I  was  silenced,  and 
could  make  no  reply.  Well,  we  have  been  told 
that  land-sharking  is  a  very  bad  thinf— tluit 
direct  purohrae  and  indirect  oolonisatico  in 
very  dangerous ;  and  now  we  are  asked  all  of  a 
sudden  to  "  jump  Jim  Crow,"  turn  round  upon 
the  principles  wnioh  we  have  been  tao^t,  aad 
re-inaugurate  the   old   system.    I   think  m 
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ought  to  have  liad  more  time.  It  is  really  too 
mnch  to  expect  us  to  come  ronnd  so  very  sud- 
denly. The  question  between  Free-trade  and 
Iteteotion  is  one  between  sense  and  nonsense, 
between  enlightenment  and  darkness  ;  but  here 
we  are  asked  to  change  round  on  a  question 
on  which  no  great  definite  principle  is  involved, 
and  on  which  no  two  persons  have  the  same 
idea  as  to  the  results  which  will  be  arrived  at. 
Some  say  the  Bill  will  ten^  to  settle  the  North 
Island  rapidly ;  others,  that  it  will  make  confu- 
sion worse  confounded.  Some  say  the  Bill  will 
not  be  of  much  good ;  others,  that  it  will  not 
be  of  much  harm.  With  these  difierenoes  of 
opinion,  a  tentative  measure  would  have  been 
much  better.  We  have  had  a  tentative  mea- 
snie  already  in  New  Zealand  in  the  shape  of 
the  T&ranaJd  war.  The  result  was  not  en- 
couraging, and  perhaps  led  us  to  avoid  a  general 
war.  This  should  have  been  an  example  in 
preparing  this  Bill.  This  I  look  upon  as  a 
paoic  Bill.  The  ship  is  in  a  heavy  sea,  with  the 
breakers,  perhaps  of  Cape  Egmont,  under  the 
lee.  All  at  once  a  strange  sail  is  seen  looming 
through  the  mist.  It  may  bo  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle's  despatch.  The  officers  of  the  ship 
are  panic-stricken.  "  Cut  away  the  masts," 
tajs  the  captain.  "Throw  the  guns  over- 
board," says  the  first  lieutenant.  Pass  this 
Bill  and  the  ship  is  a  helpless  wreck  among 
the  breakers.  Will  she  reach  port  under  jur^- 
masts?  I  doubt  it.  The  North  Island  is,  m 
its  natural  state,  of  very  small  value,  but, 
brought  into  cultivation  by  a  due  combination 
of  labour  and  capital,  it  will  become  one  of  the 
richest  countries  of  the  world.  All  of  its  sur- 
face under,  say  1,500ft.  of  elevation,  will  be 
brought  into  cultivation  either  for  cereals  or 
for  artificial  grasses.  But  it  is  essentially  a 
country  which  requires  regular  and  systematic 
colonization.  Take  the  Manawatu  Block,  for 
instance :  it  requires  plans  and  outlay  for 
drainage,  possibly  for  irrigation,  which  private 
individuals  could  not  attempt.  Take  the  forest 
zone  between  the  open  country  of  the  Hangi- 
tikei  and  Wanganni  districts  and  the  open 
ootmtiy  of  the  interior.  Here  lie  several  mil- 
lions of  acres,  which  are  useless  to  the  specu- 
lator, but  which,  although  very  broken,  con- 
sist of  fertile  soil,  and  on  which,  b^  systematio 
colonization,  a  very  large  population  might  be 
settled.  The  principle  of  this  Bill  seems  to  me  to 
be.  One  plan  naving  failed,  try  another.  There 
is  a  possibility  of  success,  but  a  great  impro- 
babihty.  If,  however,  the  Bill  is  carried,  then 
carry  out  the  principle,  and  do  not  let  the  new 
race  of  land-sharks  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  the 
old  ones.  Do  not,  in  the  words  of  the  Land 
Claims  Commissioner, — 

"  Give  a  chance  to  Mr.  Weller,  who  surveyed 
63,000  acres  in  Otago  more  than  twenty  years 
ago;  let  Mr.  Green  try  for  his  exact  quantity 
of  1,623,000  aares  of  snowy  mountains  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  Mr.  Jones  prove  for  his  prin- 
cipality at  Molynenz;  ask  Akaroa  for  Mr. 
Eempelman,  and  the  Pelorris  for  Mr.  Guard, 
the  Aorere  Goldfield  for  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the 
Napier  plains  for  Mr.  Rhodes;  and  compen- 
sate Mr.  Graham  for  not  being  able  to  give 


him  his  Waipa  land,  handed  over  to  King 
Matutaera." 

One  point  may  be  considered  of  consequence 
in  oonneotion  with  this  Bill.  We  have  heard 
of  a  proposed  million  loan.  We  also  know  that 
the  Provincial  Governments  etre  in  debt,  and 
may  require  more  money,  I  think  it  is  likely 
that  this  Bill,  by  entirely  removing  the  seonrity 
of  the  land  revenue,  may  have  a  bad  efieot  oa 
the  London  market— although  I  do  not  attach 
mnch  importance  to  this,  as  I  consider  the 
general  revenue  derived  from  an  industriona- 
and  thriving  community  as  far  better  security 
than  a  Land  Fund,  which  is  perhaps  in  process 
of  rapid  dissipation  without  any  reference  to 
repayment  of  the  debt.  I  should  be  glad  to  vote 
for  this  or  any  other  measure  which  I  was  con- 
vinced would  effect  the  desired  object  of  set^ 
tliog  the  Native  question  and  advancing  tiift 
civilization  of  the  country;  but  I  cannot  see 
that  the  Bill  before  ns  will  have  that  effect. 
I  consider  that  Ministers  have  placed  this 
Council  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  There  is 
danger  in  voting  for  the  Bill ;  there  is  danger  in 
voting  agEunst  it.  You  cannot  pass  it  and 
retreat,  whatever  mischief  may  ensue.  I,  fot 
one,  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  and  I  therefore  now  move.  That  the- 
Bill  be  read  the  seoood  time  this  day  six 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  in  seconding  the 
amendment,  said  his  chief  objection  to  the  Bill 
was  that  it  was  opposed  to  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  Governor  in  his  minute  containing 
His  Ex6ellenoy's  plan  of  Native  government,  as 
it  was  entirely  at  variance  with  His  Excellency's 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  Native  lands  during 
his  former  administration  of  the  Government 
of  this  colony.  Then  one  of  the  chief  difficul- 
ties he  had  to  contend  with  was  the  mischief 
arising  out  of  the  purchase  of  Native  land  by 

frivate  individuals  under  Captain's  Fitzroy's 
'reclamations.  The  policy  then  pursued  by 
His  Excellency  had  always  been  warmly  sup- 
ported by  the  Home  Government,  and  he  (Mr. 
Stokes)  could  not  cite  a  stronger  proof  of  this 
than  the  following  passage  from  Lord  Car- 
narvon's despatch  in  reference  to  the  Territorial 
Eights  Bill  of  1868  :— 

"I  presume,  however,  that  the  proposed 
scheme  has  a  further  object,  and  think  that  it 
is  intended  to  furnish  the  means  of  ultimately 
enabling  individual  colonists  to  purchase  the 
landed  property  granted  in  severalty  to  in- 
dividual Natives.  There  oan  be  no  doubt  that 
the  passing  of  the  present  Act  would  be  very 
speedily  followed  by  a  change,  or  rather  revolu- 
tion, in  the  system  of  land -purchase  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  your  Advisers.  But  such' 
a  change  I  conceive  to  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree unadvisable.  -  The  present  system  of  land- 
purchase  appears,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  to  be 
understood  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Natives,., 
and  to  be  working  well  for  the  colony,  while 
the  pecuniary  difficulty  suggested  by  your  Ad- 
visers is  one  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
local  Legislature  to  provide  against. 

"  On  ti^e  other  hand,  the  system  of  individual 
purchase  is,  to  say  the  least,  opposed  to  the 
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spirit  of  the  New  Zeeland  GovMnment  Act  (15 
and  16  Vict.,  o.  T2,  B.  73),  and  it  is  open  to  im- 
portant objections  in  point  of  policy ;  it  oSets 
BO  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  fairness  of  the 
negotiations  which  have  preceded  the  transfer ; 
it  invests  the  Qovemment  with  a  discretion  in 
xespect  of  santioning  purchases  which  can 
Bcarcely  be  exercised  without  incurring  the 
.sospioion  of  favouritism;  it  will  encourage 
gpeoolatots  to  anticipate,  and  thus  obstruct, 
tne  progress  of  settlement  by  appropriating 
-choice  and  commanding  spots  of  land  within 
the  Native  territory,  and  induce  an  intermix- 
tuie  of  European  with  Native  lands  calculated 
to  cause  confusion  and  inconvenience.  I  hold 
it  therefore  far  moi;e  advisable  that  Govem- 
-ment  should  purchase  territories  than  that 
nindividnals  should  purchase  properties,  so  that 
the  line  which  sepafates  the  purchased  lands  on 
which  European  law  is  to  prevail  from  the 
unpurchased  on  which  the  Native  usages  will 
"Continue  to  subsist,  though  always  advancing, 
will  be  broad  and  unequivocal." 

Now,  he  (Mr.  Stokes)  should  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  expect,  if  this  Bill  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Home  Government  for  Her  Majesty's  ap- 
^oval,  that  the  same  objections  would  be  made 
to  it  with  even  greater  force  than  were  urged 
by  Lord  Carnarvon  to  the  BUI  of  1858,  as  they 
certainly  were  more  applicable.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  were  more  critical  now 
than  at  that  time,  and  required  a  much  greater 
degree  of  caution  in  dealing  with  this  question. 
In  18S8  the  colony  was  in  a  state  of  peace :  now 
ve  htkA  hardly  escaped  from  a  state  oi  hostili- 
ties which  was  brought  on  by  an  unadvised 
'vorohase  of  land.  If  the  experiment  of  allow- 
ing direct  purchase  from  the  Natives  by  private 
individualB  was  to  be  made,  it  should  have  been 
'done  b^  degrees  and  with  the  greatest  caution, 
and  this  seemed  to  have  been  Sir  George  Grey's 
opinion  as  recorded  in  his  minute  and  in  his 
note  on  the  memorandum  by  the  late  Ministry. 
In  his  minute  Sir  George  Grey  proposed  that  m 
«uiy  sale  of  land,  which  should  not  exceed  one 
.  farm,  and  should  be  approved  of  by  the  Governor 
and  the  runanga,  the  purchaser  should  enter 
into  an  engagement,  to  extend  over  ten  years, 
not  to  be  absent  more  than  six  weeks  in  any  one 
year,  under  a  penalty  of  £100 ;  and  in  his  note 
be  said, — 

"  All  I  desire  on  the  point  of  baying  land 
Ixcaa  the  Natives  is — first,  that  no  one  should 
be  allowed  to  grasp  more  land  than  he  can  use ; 
second,  occupancy  for  some  years;  third,  con- 
currence of  the  runanga  in  the  sale.  I  should 
iear  at  present  to  go  further." 

Now,  it  was  to  he  observed  that  no  provision 
was  made  in  this  Bill  to  secure  those  three  safe- 
guards which  His  Excellency  deemed  to  be  so 
essential,  and  further  than  which  he  declsured 
be  was  afraid  to  go.  No  limit  was  fixed  to  the 
extent  of  land  to  be  acquired  by  any  individual ; 
no  provision  was  made  for  occupancy,  or  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  runanga  in  the  sale.  And 
there  was  this  remarkable  feature  connected 
with  the  Bill :  that,  while  it  made  the  most 
important  alterations  in  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi 
And  professed  to  be  for  the  especial  benefit  of 
Bon.  Mr.  Stoket 


the  Natives,  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  i 
tain  their  wishes  on  the  subject.  The  idn>- 
cates  of  this  Bill  professed  to  approve  highly  a{ 
the  Territorial  Rights  Bill  of  1858,  and  yet  In 
that  Bill  it  vrai  provided  that  a  payment  should 
be  made  to  the  Orovm  of  10s.  an  acre  on  aD 
land  purchased  from  the  Natives,  and  that  tte 
amount  to  be  sold  annually  should  be  restncted 
to  fifty  thousand  acres.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Tancted 
contrasted  the  pr^ent  state  of  inaetion  of  tbt 
Natives  with  the  time  when  their  energies  wete 
stimulated  by  feuds  and  fi^ts,  and  said  that 
this  Bill  would  give  occupation  to  their  ndndt. 
He  (ilr.  Stokes)  was  sorry  to  find  such  a  stimu- 
lus applied ;  and  when  the  Native  was  converted 
into  a  land-jobber  he  had  no  doubt  that  fen& 
and  fi^ts  ending  in  bloodshed  would  foDo* 
from  his  new  pursuit,  and  bring  back  the  <dl 
times  to  which  the  honourable  member  bid 
referred.  The  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  odb 
of  those  experiments  which  vnis  likely  to  inflict 
greater  evils  than  it  was  intended  to  core,  te 
remedy  was  worse  than  the  disease,  and  he  for 
one  would 

rather  bear  those  ills  we  bavs 

Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  said  that  the  former  systeo 
of  land-purchasing  from  the  Natives  had  failed, 
emd  therefore  we  must  try  some  other  pInL 
The  failure  of  the  old  plan  was,  in  his  opimca, 
to  be  attributed  not  so  much  to  the  system 
itself  as  to  the  vicious  mode  of  administering  it. 
If  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Natifi 
lands  had  been  strictly  coimned  to  Uiis  datr 
instead  of  being  also  mtrosted  with  politieH 
duties,  if  a  better  system  had  been  followed  'a. 
negotiations  for  land  than  had  latterly  obtained, 
it  would  have  been  attended  vrith  more  ba»- 
ficial  results ;  the  loan  of  £180,000  vroold  not 
have  been  frittered  away  in  salaries,  and  mon 
land  would  have  been  obtained  for  the  colony. 
Above  all,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Waitua 
purchase,  and  the  hostilities  which  followed  as 
a  consequence  of  it,  could  be  justly  consid^nd 
as  a  fault  of  the  former  system,  and  as  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  changes  proposed  'bj 
the  present  Bill,  because  that  was  an  excep- 
tional case  without  precedent  or  parallel  in  hit 
former  purchase.  He  (Mr.  Stokes)  belMM 
that  the  former  system  of  maintaining  tiw 
Crown's  pre-emptive  right,  if  faithfully  ad- 
ministered, would  be  adequate  to  deal  wiUi  te 
present  difficulties  and  obtain  sufficient  laai 
for  colonizing  purposes.  He  thought  the  pn- 
sent  measure  was  open  to  grave  objeotioBS,  and 
at  best  was  one  of  doubtful  expediency;  ht 
should  therefore  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  agaiDit 
it  Shnd  in  support  of  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELIj.— Sir,  I  intend  to 
give  my  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill; 
and,  as  I  have  taken  a  not  inconsiderable  pott 
in  the  question  to  which  it  refers,  especiaDjr  •• 
a  member  of  the  late  Government  which  ini- 
tiated a  measure  on  the  stune  subject,  I  tniit 
the  Council  will  pardon  me  for  detaining  them 
by  a  statement  of  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am 
about  to  give.  Exception  has  been  taken  b^ 
members  of  this  Council,  and  by  persons  out  of 
it,  to  the  fact  that  the  BiU  before  as  ha*  not 
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been  rent  down  'witfa  His  Excellency's  express 
tecommendation.  The  Ministry,  it  is  said, 
professes  to  cast  upon  the  Oovemor  the  sole 
tesponiibility  in  the  management  of  Native 
aSain,  and  theiefore  a  measure  of  this  nature, 
K  important,  inTolving  consequences  possibly 
tf  ectmg  Imperial  as  well  as  colonial  interests, 
on^t  to  have  been  presented  to  us  with  His 
Excellency's  direct  sanction.  In  truth,  so  far 
as  I  understand  the  case,  it  has  but  a  qualified 
assent  from  him.  He  takes  it  as  the  best  thing 
be  can  get,  not  as  what  he  desires.  It  does 
aot,  in  fact,  express  his  true  mind.  I  leave  it 
to  my  honourable  friend  opposite  sind  to  the 
Government  to  reconcile  their  inconsistencies. 
I,  for  my  part,  do  not  trouble  myself  with 
qaettions  of  this  nature.  Believing,  as  I  do, 
that  it  is  the  duty  and  the  interest  of  the 
colony  fully  and  frankly  to  accept  the  responsi- 
bilify  cast  upon  it  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's 
despatch,  I  tnink  the  Government  has  taken  a 
tight  course  in  initiating  the  measure  and  pro- 
posing it  to  ns,  on  their  responsibility,  in  such 
a  shape  that  it  may  be  presented  to  the  Im- 
perial Government  bearing  on  its  face  a  clear 
indication  of  the  mind  of  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
ture. Those  who  difier  from  me  on  the  ques- 
tion of  our  acceptance  of  Ministerial  responsi- 
bility may  do  battle  with  the  Qovemment  on 
this  ground.  I  make  no  such  complaint  against 
them.  And  I  think  them  right  in  proposing  it 
to  us,  though  I  at  the  same  time  admit  many 
bf  Qie  objections  made  against  it.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  its  object  is  to  vary  the  terms  of 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  The  preamble  so  states 
it.  It  is  intended  to  withdraw  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty the  exclusive  right  of  pre-emption  over 
Kative  lands.  It  is — at  least,  without  Her 
Majesty's  assent  it  would  be — an  infringement 
of  her  sole  prerogative  in  matters  of  treaty. 
Kot  is  it  less  true  that  it  exceeds  the  proper 
limits  of  our  legislative  jurisdiction  under  the 
Constitution  Act.  It  is  ultra  vires  as  being  in 
conflict  with  the  73rd  section  of  that  Act.  The 
Imperial  Parliament  may  remove  that  objec- 
tion. Equally  tme  it  is  that  as  a  measure  of 
policy  it  is  a  perfectly  novel  experiment  in  the 
nistoiy  of  our  dealings  for  land  with  barbarous 
oc  semi-barbarous  races,  and  an  abandonment 
of  rules  applicable  to  the  disposal  of  waste 
lands  hitherto  recognized  as  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  colonization.  I  admit  the  truth  and 
the  force  of  these  objections,  but  they  are  not, 
in  my  opinion,  sufficieat  to  counteract  the 
reasons  which  induce  me  to  support  the  mea- 
sure. And,  first,  let  me  remark  that  this  Bill  is 
to  be  reserved  for  Her  Majesty's  assent.  It 
will  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Advisers  of  tiie  Crown  in  England,  and  may  be 
probably  referred  to  the  Imperial  Legislature 
finally  to  give  effect  to  it.  That,  in  my  opinion, 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  objections  grounded  on 
its  being  in  excess  of  our  constitutional  powers. 
Besides,  we  have  the  assurance  that  its  defects 
and  omissions  may,  in  case  of  need,  be  supple- 
mented  or  corrected  by  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties. And  yet  I  venture  to  entreat  my  honour- 
able friend  who  represents  the  Government  in 
this  Council,  not  on  this  account — because  the 


measure  may  be  revised  by  the  Imperial  au- 
thorities in  England — therefore  to  eQIow  it  to 
pass  carelessly  from  our  hands.  It  is  highly 
desirable,  if  it  is  to  become  lawi  that  it  should 
stand  on  our  Statute  Book  in  form  as  it  comes 
from  us,  complete  and  perfect,  not  requiring 
alteration  or  amendment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  or  Parliament.  If  we  leave  it  to  them 
to  legislate  for  us,  or  legislate  so  badly  as  to 
require  their  intervention,  the  chances  are  that 
they  will  do  so  in  ignorance  or  disregard  of  oni 
wants  and  circumstances,  and  send  us  back  a 
measure  wholly  unsuited  to  us.  Therefore  I 
earnestly  trust  that  the  Government  will  per- 
mit ns  so  to  shape  this  measure  that  it  may 
meet  acceptance  from  the  Imperial  authorities, 
siinply  leaving  to  the  Crown  or  Parliament,  as 
the  case  may  require,  the  business  of  giving  it 
legal  and  formal  effect.  And,  in  order  to  this 
end,  I  do  earnestly  impress  upon  my  honour- 
able friend  opposite  that  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  he  will  allow  us  freely  to  consider 
the  details  of  the  Bill  with  a  view  to  amend- 
ments which  may  remove  objections,  which  I 
foresee  will  otherwise  be  taken  to  it  at  Home. 
I  say  this  for  the  sake  of  the  measure  itself,  in 
a  spirit  of  sincere  desire  to  give  effect  to  it  in 
the  best  possible  manner.  Having  said  this,  I 
at  the  same  time  steto  that,  even  should  the 
Government  refuse  my  counsel,  I  cannot  on 
that  account  refuse  my  assent  to  the  Bill. 
Whatever  may  be  its  faults,  and  in  whatever 
direction  we  may  look  to  remedy  them,  I  am 
absolutely  clear  in  my  opinion  that  this  session 
ought  not  to  pass  without  some  legislation  on 
this  subject.  The  general  objects  of  this  mea- 
sure VTill  be  found  to  agree  in  the  main  with 
one  prepared  by  the  former  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  member — prepared,  I  may  say, 
by  myself,  and  initiated  in  the  other  House  by 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Fox.  Both 
alike  recognize  and  give  effect  to  the  Native 
ownership  of  land  and  facilitate  the  disposal  of 
it.  The  aim  of  both  is  to  place  the  Natives,  as 
regturds  the  disposal  of  their  lands,  as  nearly  as 
may  be  on  the  same  footing  with  ourselves, 
having  regard  to  difference  of  oircumstshnces. 
For  this  purpose  both  of  them  set  aside,  or  at 
least  postpone  as  a  matter  of  secondary  con> 
sideration,  all  principles  and  theories  of  sys- 
tematic colonization.  On  these  points  the  two 
measures  run  in  parallel  lines.  But  I  confess 
that,  on  a  carefol  oompturison  of  the  two,  per- 
haps from  a  natural  parental  bias,  I  greatly 
prefer  our  own  measure.  It  was  more  cautions, 
more  tentative,  reserved  larger  powers  to  the 
Governor,  was  open,  I  think  to  fewer  objections 
of  detail,  than  the  present  one.  I  will  note 
some  of  the  special  differences.  The  present 
Bill  introduces  a  subject  altogether  omitted 
from  ours.  It  establishes  Courts  of  judicature 
for  the  settlement  of  Native  titles.  I  quite 
concur  in  the  object  of  these  provisions.  I 
think  some  fixed  method,  in  the  nature  of  an 
appointed  tribunal  for  settling  questions  of 
Native  title,  is  an  indispensable  condition  for 
quieting  Native  difficulties.  And  I  desire  em- 
phatically to  stete  that  a  plan  of  this  kind  was 
distinctly  in  contemplation  by  the  late  Govem* 
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ment,  though  not  provided  for  by  onr  Bill.  We 
thoa^t  it  best — -I  still  am  disposed  to  think  so 
— ^to  exclude  that  subject  altogether  from  posi- 
tive enactment  by  the  General  Assembly.  In 
our  opinion  the  estab]  jhment  of  such  Courts 
was  matter  exclusively  proper  for  the  exercise 
of  Her  Majesty's  prerogative.  It  belongs  to 
Her  Majesty,  and  not  to  the  Assembly.  It 
belongs  to  her  by  virtue  of  that  sovereignty 
which  she  assumed  over  the  Native  people  by 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  The  relations  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  the  Natives — at  least  as 
tejD[ards  their  lands  and  all  matters  connected 
with  them — are,  I  conceive,  governed  ty  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  Crown  colonies  acquired  by 
cession  or  treaty.  The  Constitution  Act  does 
not,  and  I  think  was  not  meant  to,  confer  upon 
us  such  a  power.  Our  power  of  legislating  in 
matters  relating  to  the  land  of  the  colony 
begins,  I  think,  from  the  point  when  they 
become  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  by  cession 
from  the  Natives.  All  before  belongs  to  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Natives  themselves.  The  Bill 
prepiured  by  us  was  carefully  framed  upon  this 
principle;  but  we  intended  to  supplement  it, 
by  action  of  the  Governor  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  by  establishing  some  fixed  mode  of 
ascertaining  and  determining  questions  of  Na- 
tive title.  I  do  not,  however,  object  to  the  in- 
troduction of  this  matter  into  the  Bill  before 
ns.  I  look  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  is  intended 
to  be  reserved  for  Her  Majesty's  assent,  and  I 
regard  the  introduction  of  this  matter  rather  as 
a  suggestion  of  the  proper  form  of  proceeding, 
to  which  the  Crown  may  in  its  pleasure  give 
effect,  than  as  definite  legislation.  I  should 
otherwise  have  felt  great  difficulties  on  this 
point.  On  another  point  this  Bill  differs  from 
ours.  We  thought  it  expedient  to  carefully 
guard  by  our  measure  agamst  all  x>os8ibility  of 
entangling  our  Courts  of  law  with  the  decision 
of  questions  of  Maori  title.  The  rights  of  the 
Natives  to  their  land  depend  on  usages  and 
customs  of  which  it  is  impossible  for  our  Courts 
to  take  cognizance.  The  interests  which  they 
have  or  claim  are  of  so  anomalous  a  kind  that 
no  one — ^not  even  the  most  skilful  in  such  mat- 
ters— ^professes  to  understand  them.  I  cannot 
conceive  anything  more  mischievous  than  to 
carry  such  questions  into  our  Courts,  or  so 
likely  to  involve  us  in  political  difficulties  if,  as 
must  needs  be,  we  are  called  on  to  sustain  the 
decisions  of  our  Courts  in  cases  of  dispute 
arising  out  of  them.  So  we  framed  our  Bill 
with  a  view  to  giving  legal  effect  to  titles 
founded  on  Crown  grant — or  instruments  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Crown — and  to  such  only. 
Every  title  to  land  created  under  our  Bill 
would  have  been  strictly  a  Crown  title,  in  the 
granting  of  which  the  Crown  would  have 
exercised  its  discretion.  I  observe,  however,  in 
the  measure  now  submitted  to  us  a  deptuiiure 
from  that  principle.  I  earnestly  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  permit  us  to  modify  it  in  this 
particular.  The  Imperial  Government  will,  I 
am  confident,  object  to  it  unless  this  is  done. 
We  thought  it  wise  also  to  avoid  the  enuncia- 
tion of  abstract  principles.  They  are,  in  my 
opinion,  eminently  dangerous  in  such  a  case. 
Son.  Mr.  SeioeU 


The  principles  on  which  property  in  land  i» 

based,  even  amongst  civilized  communities,  ue 
of  a  subtle  and  d^Scult  character.    There  an 
refinements  and  distinctions  which  only  sc- 
complished  jurists  can  enter  into  or  expoimd. 
There  is  the  right  of  enjoyment,  and  tlu  right 
of  disposition.    And  the  conditions  by  which 
these  rights  are  or  ought  to  be  governed  ui 
controlled  are  by  no  means  of  a  settled  oc 
uniform  character.     The  history  of  our  om 
law  will  supply  us  with  abundant  illustratioiii 
on  this  point.    And  there  is  besides  an  insep&t- 
able  relation  between  the  rights  of  projectj 
and  its  duties  and  liabilities  which  you  cumot 
refuse  to  acknowledge,  but  which  you  would  find 
it  extremely  difficult  to  establish  in  refeienc* 
to  these  Native  lands  whilst  held  under  Nstira 
title.    The  Bill  of  the  present  Govemmait,  u 
first  introduced,  appeared  to  me  open  to  tbe 
gravest  possible  objections  on  these  grounds.  I 
am  glad  that  it  comes  before  ns  in  a  less  objec- 
tionable shape.  It  contained  at  first  a  brood  un- 
qualified assertion  of  legal  ownership  in  Uttnt 
lands,  which  would  have  given  a  legid  status  in 
our  Courts  to  such  ownership  in  all  its  oiigmJ 
deformity,  and  entangled  with  all  the  onnplica- 
tions  and  risks  which  we  know  to  onr  cost  aie 
inherent  in  it.    As  it  is,  these  objectioais  ate 
not  removed  from  some  of  the  clauses  of  ti» 
Bill  before  us.    Again,  whereas  bj  onr  nut- 
sure  we  reserved  to  the  Governor  full  discn- 
tionary   power  as  to   times    and   places  kt 
bringing  it  into  operation,  all  proceedings  mof> 
ing  from  and  returning  to  him  for  coTifirrntana 
and  final  action,  in  the  BiU  of  the  pmeot 
Government   as   originally    framed   til  cock 
checks  were  omitted.  '  It  was  there  proposed  ti> 
set  up  throughout  the  whole  Native  tenitoi;  i 
self-acting  independent  machinery,  by  vintk 
the  Natives  of  tneir  own  motion  and  bj  Uieit 
own    spontaneous    action    could    everyiduie, 
without  control,  through  certain  forms,  sssann 
the  legal   ownership  of  their  lands,  vith  la 
almost  unlimited  nght  of  disposal  of  Qua. 
Whatever  theoretical  arguments  may  be  msed 
in  favour  of  such  a  scheme,  I  believe  it  w»H 
have  been  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  colim} 
and  the  wclfaire  of  the  Natives.    I  should  lun 
looked  with  alarm  to  the  sudden  throvring^oei 
to  them  of  the  unqualified  right  of  disposd  of 
their  land  without  regard  to  fitness  of  time,  oc 
political    circumstances    affecting    particular 
localities ;  opening  in  both  races  the  floodgsM 
of  cupidity  and   rap^ity,  by   confemng  K 
absolute  right  of  owneruiip  over   this  Iwgi 
territory  upon  a  people  imperfectly  oonvetsaDt 
with  the  nature  of  property  in  land  or  its  uses, 
and  -exposed  to  the  artifices  of  designing  mou 
There  would  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  greit 
danger   in   thus   suddenly  and  without  dis- 
crimination placing  before  both  races  a  schenu 
which  would   have   roused  and  might  hin 
brought  into  conflict  the  strongest  (uid  wasJ 
pEkssions  of  our  nature ;   stimulating  on  ^ 
one   side  that  eager  pursuit  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land,  to  which  we  give  the  name  of 
land-sharking;    and   rousing   into  nnhealthj 
activity  the  natural  love  of  money  inherent  in 
the  Native  character,  waking  up,  it  may  be,  in- 
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muneiable  latent  feuds  as  to  disputed  land 
eUums,  aJxiat  yrhioh  the  Natives  will  become 
noie  jealous  and  tenacious  in  proportion  as 
thdi  land  assumes  a  specific  monetary  yalae. 
In  tbe  Bill  before  us  there  is  some  protection 
•giuiist  these  risks.  It  is  proposed  to  reserve  a 
power  to  the  Oovemoc  to  bring  the  Act  into 
operation  at  such  times  and  in  such  places  only 
as  he  in  his  discretion  may  think  fit.  That  is, 
in  my  opinion,  a'saving  clause — at  least,  if  the 
power  thus  reserved  be  wisely  and  honestly 
exercised.  The  safety  of  the  measure  will, 
however,  thus  mainly  depend  on  the  administra- 
tive wolfing  of  it,  and  a  grave  responsibility  is 
thrown  upon  the  Government  in  bringing  it  into 
cveration  and  watching  its  effects.  I  confess 
t£at,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  I  find  it 
im}x>ssible  not  to  regard  this  measure  with 
anxiety.  But  I  am,  nevertheless,  sure  that  it 
is  best  to  allow  it  to  pass  into  law.  It  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  we  should  legislate 
alter  some  fashion  without  further  delay.  We 
cannot  afford  to  suffer  another  session  to  pass 
away  without  at  least  attempting  some  solu- 
tion of  the  Native  land  question.  If  we  defer 
it  now,  it  will  be  sure  to  return  upon  us  at  a 
fatoie  day  with  aggravated  risks  and  difficulties. 
There  are  two  conditions  in  the  present  state  of 
our  affairs  which  make  it  impossible  to  post- 
pone the  settlement  of  this  question.  First, 
we  have  undertaken  in  good  earnest  to  esta- 
blish amongst  the  Natives  civil  institutions. 
We  are  pledged  at  least  to  attempt  this  work — 
the  work  of  educating,  civilizing,  and  governing 
them ;  but  it  would  be  hopeless  to  make  the 
attempt  without  at  the  same  time  definitely 
settling  their  land  rights.  Secondly,  we  have 
leached  a  point  beyond  which  we  canno't,  in 
this  Island,  carry  on  colonization  with  any 
chance  of  success  upon  the  present  system  of 
aoqairing  land  from  the  Natives.  As  to  the 
fizat  point,  the  settlement  of  the  land  rights 
of  the  Natives,  I  say  with  confideaoe  that, 
tm  we  bare  done  this,  we  have  done  nothing 
towards  effectually  planting  amongst  them  civil 
iDstitations  or  reducing  their  social  condition 
into  order.  No  community,  civilized  or  bar- 
hazons,  can  settle  down  into  a  state  of  order 
and  law  without  a  settlement  of  their  rights 
to  land.  Land  is  the  foundation  on  which 
every  organized  political  system  is  based.  It  is 
athnost  part  of  ourselves.  I  hear  a  frequent 
xeference  to  the  so-called  Nati\  a  policy  of  1858, 
■a  if  that  contained  in  itself  the  panacea  for  all 
onr  evils  if  only  it  had  been  suffered  to  have 
ia  free  scope.  I  cannot  share  in  that  opinion. 
The  policy  of  1868  was  utterly  defective  for 
-want  of  this  essential  condition.  It  contained 
no  settlement  of  the  Native  land  question.  I 
know  it  will  be  said  that  there  was  the  Terri- 
torial Bights  Bill  which  was  disallowed.  I  have 
in  time  past  spoken  in  terms  of  disparagement 
of  that  measure.  The  most  mature  reflection 
oonfixms  my  judgment  upon  it.  It  did  not 
even  profess  to  settle  the  question.  It  autho- 
riaed  the  disposal  of  fifty  thousand  acres  a  year 
for  three  years,  by  way  of  grant  to  the  Natives, 
and  it  set  up  a  machinery  something  like  that 
contained  in  the  present  Bill  for  creating  a 
1863— w 


sort  of  hybrid  title  by  certificates  to  Native 
lands — a  title  neither  British  nor  Maori ;  but  it 
did  no  more.  It  was,  in  fact,  avowedly  a  mea- 
sure of  delay,  intended  to  put  aside  for  three 
years  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  snbjeot^ 
— a  mere  postponement  of  the  evil  day,  the  day' 
which  is  now  come  whenowe  must  at  all  hazards 
establish  some  system  for  determining  the  rights 
of  the  Natives  to  their  land,  and  bow  in  future 
they  shall  be  permitted  to  dispose  of  them. 
We  have  bound  ourselves  to  this  task  by  the 
obligation  we  have  assumed  to  establish  amongst 
them  law  and  order  and  government.  That 
obligation  rests  upon  engagements  which  we 
have  too  long  neglected  to  fulfil.  We  entered 
into  them  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  By  that 
Treaty  the  Grown  bound  itself  as  regards  the. 
Natives  to  two  conditions — one,  to  assume  sove- 
reignty over  them,  and  with  that  assumption 
to  discharge  towards  them  the  duties  flowing 
from  the  relation  between  Sovereign  and  people, 
the  other  to  respect  their  land  rights.  These 
obligations  are  in  my  opinion  real  and  binding. 
I  feel  indignant  and  ashamed  when  I  hear,  or 
hear  of,  gentlemen  of  high  honour  denoancing 
this  Treaty  of  Waitangi  as  a  sham  and  a  delu- 
sion— a  device  to  amuse  savages,  to  be  set  at 
naught  by  us  at  pleasure.  In  one  sense,  indeed, 
it  may  be  treated  as  a  sham  and  a  delusion — 
namely,  so  far  as  we  are  at  liberty  to  hold  the 
Natives  bound  by  it.  They  may  not  have  under- 
stood, probably  did  not  clearly  understand,  the 
nature  of  that  engagement :  but  the  Treaty  was 
of  our  making.  Verba  foriiui  accipiuntur  contra 
proferentem.  We  at  least  are  estopped  from  re- 
pudiating its  undertakings.  I  tlunk  we  must 
with  shame  confess  that  we  have  hitherto  done 
little  towards  discharging  the  duties  flowing 
from  these  engagements;  and  I  am  confident 
that  to  this  failure  on  our.  part  we  may  trace 
nearly  the  whole  disasters  which  have  fallen  on 
the  colony,  from  its  earliest  date  to  the  present 
time.  Until  now,  we  have  never  seriously 
recognized  the  ftkct  that  the  task  lay  upon  us  of 
endeavouring'  to  civilize,  educate,  and  govern 
this  people.  We  have  indeed  so  far  respected 
their  right  to  their  lands  that  we  have  never 
attempted  to  take  them  except  through  their 
voluntary  cession,  but  we  never  regarded  these 
land  rights  as  ptat  of  that  political  system 
which  tiie  Crown,  by  its  assumption  of  sove- 
reignty, bound  itself  to  organize  for  and 
amongst  them.  We  have  never  looked  at 
Native  lands  from  the  Native  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. We  have  regarded  them  solely  from  our 
point  of  view — with  reference  to  the  progress  of 
colonization.  One  only  object  has  been  pre- 
sent to  us — how  to  obtain  from  them  their  land 
for  purposes  of  <^oloIlization.  Her  Majesty's  ex- 
clusive right  6t  pre-emption  has  been  the  instru- 
ment by  which  we  have  hitherto  worked  for  this 
end,  and  we  treat  that  right  as  sacred,  because 
it  is  the  only  means  by  which  we  think  we 
can  insure  our  object.  -  As  to  that  point,  I  believe 
the  law  of  colonization  to  be  based  upon  a  great 
truth.  I  see,  with  some  regret,  all  our  old 
doctrines  on  that  subject  thrown  overboaird  by 
gentlemen  zealous  for  the  rights  of  the  Natives, 
and  who,  I  think,  push  tbem  to  a  preposterous 
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extreme.  In  fulfilling  the  vork  of  colonization 
we  are  fulfilling  one  of  our  appointed  tasks.  It 
is  onr  duty  to  bring  the  waste  places  of  the  earth 
into  cultivation,  to  improve  and  people  them. 
.  It  was  the  law  laid  upon  oar  first  parents — 
to  be  fruitful  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the 
earth  and  subdue  it — <o  restore  the  wilderness 
to  its  original  gardenlike  condition.  In  doing 
this  work  we  are  fulfilling  our  mission.  As  mat- 
tec  of  abstract  theory,  I  utterly  deny  that  the 
lands  of  these  favoured  Islands  were  meant  by 
Providence  to'  be  retained  in  a  state  of  waste — 
that  a  territory  as  large  in  extent  and  possiass- 
ing  as  great  natural  advantages  as  the  British 
Islands  was  to  be  rendered  for  ever  inaccessible 
to  civilization  and  forbidden  to  the  use  of  man 
.  by  an  imaginary  title  vested  in  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  semi-barbarous  inhabitants  scattered 
thinly  over  the  country  in  miserable  villages 
in  a  few  scarcely  perceptible  spots.  I  deny 
that,  in  the  sense  of  any  inherent  right,  this 
people  can  maintain  their  exclusive  title  to 
forests  and  plains  which  they  never  trod,  and 
mountains,  teeming  probably  with  unlimited 
store  of  wealth,  which  it  may  be  they  never  have 
seen.  Those  who,  in  opposition  to  such  ima- 
ginary rights,  maintain,  and  assert  the  rights 
«nd  duties  of  colonization  have  to  my  mind  great 
truths  on  their  side.  In  conformity  with  Qiese 
truths  the  work  of  colonization  proceeds. 
Throughdut  the  Middle  Island,  where  practi- 
cally the  Native  title  is  extinguished,  it  is  pro- 
-ceeding  with  great  rapidity  and  success — let  me 
«dd  with  the  greatest  advantage  to  those  few 
Natives  themselves  who  are  there  resident,  and 
.  who,  in  surrendering  their  imaginary  title  for  a 
scarcely  appreciable  sum  of  money,  have  reaped 
infinite  advantage  by  the  exchange.  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  remarkable  increase  in 
the  value  of  some  l^nds  reserved  for  the  Natives 
at  Canterbury.  There  is  a  block  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  acres  set  apart  lor 
them  there.  The  resident  Natives  of  that  dis- 
trict are  few  in  number.  Their  title  to  these 
lands  is  being  individualized  under  the  Natives 
Reserves  Act.  The  value  of  these  lands  was 
estimated  the  other  day  for  the  Qovemment  at 
between  £40,000  and  £50,000— twenty  times,  in 
fact,  the  original  purchase  -  money  of  pretty 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Middle  Island.  There 
has  been  no  wrong  done  in  this.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  Natives  if 
we  were  permitted  to  pursue  this  work.  But 
when  we  seek  to  apply  these  principles  praoti- 
'Cally  in  the  Northern  Island  we  find  ourselves 
there  confronted  with  antagonistic  forces. 
There  rise  up  against  as  the  rights  of  the  Na- 
tives as  yet  unsurrendered  and  guaranteed  by 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  asserted  by  a  resolute 
somi-barbarous  race  refusing  to  surrender  them 
by  voluntary  cession  and  prepared  to  maintain 
them  by  arms.  So  now  we  are  driven  to  work 
•out,  as  best  we  may,  this  problem — how  to  re- 
concile.tbe  peaceful  work  of  colonization  with 
these  Native  rights.  Now  let  me  ask  yon  to 
take  a  brief  review  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  hitherto  dealt  with  this  question.  Oo 
back  to  the  time  preceding  the  establishment 
■ot  British  sovereignty.  During  that  period 
Son.  Mr,  Sewell 


large  tracts  of  land  had  been  alienated  by  tiie 

Natives  to  Europeans — some  by  legitimate,  a 
good  deal  by  spurious,  transactions.  We  began 
by  repudiating  all' indiscriminately,  and  ignot 
ing  aU  rights  based  upon  dealings  with  Natiw 
owners.  Then  we  found  ourselves  in  confliot 
with  the  land -claimants,  whose  claims  have 
never  been  settled  to  this  day,  and  which  hm» 
been  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  perpkaitj 
in  this  Northern  Island.  I  think  onr  ooone  <b 
policy  in  this  matter  was  unwise — ^but  it  it  too 
late  to  remedy  that.  Following  the  estabUah- 
ment  of  British  sovereignty,  the  Queen's  a^ 
of  pre-emption,  or  rather  of  exclosive  porchase, 
was  established,  and  the  land-purchase  system 
was  founded  upon  it.  We  acquired  land  oodar 
that  system  in  the  North  Island  from  time  to 
time,  in  blocks  and  parcels  of  varying  saet 
more  or  less  adapted  for  colonization,  till  «t 
have  now  extinguished  the  Native  title  pecbapi 
in  one-third  of  this  Island.  We  have  expended 
in  these  operations  large  sums  of  money,  aiid, 
let  me  add,  with  very  partial  success.  That 
system  may  now  be  said  to  have  come  pneti- 
oally  to  an  end.  It  may  remain  as  an  instn- 
ment  for  acquiring  here  and  these  piecemeal  a 
few  spots ;  but  as  regards  the  great  corpus  of  tiie 
Native  estate,  and  as  a  means  for  bringing  it 
under  the  control  of  British  law,  the  land-pur- 
chase system  may  be  pronounced  absoloteiy 
eSete.  I  do  not  say  that  that  system,  had  it 
been  fairly  and  vigorously  tried,  with  ample 
means,  and  a  fixed  adherence  to  a  steady  rsle 
of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  mi^t 
not  have  succeeded.  I  remember  when  I  was  ft 
member  of  the  Government  in  1856  having  muT 
conferences  with  the  then  Governor,  ColoDil 
Browne,  with  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand,  uA 
other  person^,  as  to  the  practicability  of  aoqsir 
ing,  by  a  great  effort,  the  cession  from  tit 
Natives  of  their  entire  territorial  rights.  It  vu 
considered,  by  persons  entitled  to  speak  era  nxk 
a  question,  not  altogether  impracticable.  Wt 
were  then  about  to  borrow  a  large  som  of  mcnef 
— £180,000 — for  the  purpose  ot  acquiring  Nalin 
land.  We  might  have  supplemented  tiut 
amonnt  with  as  much  more  for  so  great  an  ob- 
ject. But  it  would  have  been  a  necessary  con- 
dition of  success  in  such  a  scheme  that  tin 
Govenunent  should  meanwhile  have  wholly  »!>■ 
stained  from  land-purchasing  for  4, long  yenoi, 
estimated  roundly  at  not  less  than  seven  .yaao. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  necessities  of  tia 
Natives  on  the  one  side,  and  the  great  indnos- 
ments  which  might  have  been  held  out  to  tha 
in  money  and  reserves,  and  plans  of  oolonizatka 
and  civil  institutions  for  their  benefit,  migU 
have  brought  them  into  a  surrender  of  tiuir 
claims,  if  not  by  one,  at  least  by  a  few  large  aai 
comprehensive  operations.  But  the  clanKxa 
for  land  for  colonizing  purposes  was  too  lad 
for  such  a  proposal  to  find  favour.  The  Pro- 
vincial Governments,  representing  the  settlei^ 
iiiterest,  would  not  have  submitted  even  foe  so 
great  an  object  to  sanction  the  suspension  for  a 
while  of  the  endeavour  to  acquire  land  for  their 
pressing  provincial  exigencies,  and  the  Geueal 
Government  would  have  been  too  feeble  to  In- 
sist the  pressure  from  without.    I  retained  t» 
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ifae  colony  in  1859.    The  Land  Furchtwe  Fund 
WM  in  coone  of  exhaustion :  the  time  was  gone 
by  for  tijring  that  experiment.    Now,  I  beueve 
«t  that  period,  and  from  thence  downwards  to 
the  beginning  of  the  Taranaki  war,  and  even  in 
the  ^rlier  stages  of  that  war,  it  was  open  to  ns 
-to  attempt,  with  a  prospect  of  success,  another 
[dui  for  settling  the  Native  land  question  and 
opening  the  country  for  colonizatiau  without 
violence.    I  believe  this  might  have  been  done 
by  well-devised  plans  of  systematic  colonization, 
in  which  large  advantages  might  have  been  se- 
cond to  the  Natives,  and  in  which,  by  the 
natural  motives  of  self-interest,   they  might 
have  been  brought  to  concur.    I  endeavoured  in 
1859,  and  again  in  1860,  and  during  the  session 
of  ISiSO,  to  urge  on  the  Qovetnment  at  least  to 
attempt  such  a  plaoi.    But  they  listened  to  mo 
with  a  deaf  ear.    Their  efforts  seem  to  have 
been  exhausted  in  the  resultless  and  almost 
aiml^s  scheme  of  the  Territoriij  Bights  Bill, 
which,  as  we  know,  came  to  an  untimely  end. 
That  opportunity  went  by.    And  then  came  the 
Taranaki  war,  with  all  its  surrounding  oironm- 
stances.      That  war  has   totally  changed  the 
aspect  of  affairs.     It  has  altered  the  relations 
between  the  two  races,  and  thrown  up  a  barrier 
between  them.    The  Native  mind  is  estraoiged 
fromns.    They  desire — at  least  a  large  portion 
of  them  desire— to  withdraw  from  contact  with 
US.    They  fence  rqund  their  lahd  rights  with 
impassable  lines,  and  a  King  movement  is  agi- 
tated %nd  Land  Leagues  are  formed,  against 
which  the  work  of  colonization  can  ma^ke  no 
head.     They  have  conceived-^many  of  them, 
at  least— a  distinct  idea  of  establishing  a  sepa- , 
rate  nationality,  and  they  guard  their  terri- 
torial boundaries  with  rigid  jealousy  in  order 
to  the  attainment  of  that  object.      VVe  can  no 
longer  hope  for  success  in  our  efforts  to  remove 
these  barriers  between  the  races  by  any  such 
expedients  as  those  to  whioh  I  have  hitherto 
adverted.    And  yet,  somehow  or  another,  to 
avert  greater  calamities,  we  must  throw  down 
the  wall  of  separation  between  us  and  them. 
The  coDseqaences  will  otherwise'  be  fatal  to 
them  and  disastrous  to  ourselves.     I  can  per- 
4%ive  notUing  which  remains  to  us  but  to  set 
aside,  for  the  present  at  least,  theories  of  sys- 
tematic   colonization,    which   are   no    longer 
X>nicticable,  and,  under  properly-guarded  con- 
ditions, to  admit  the  rights  of  Native  owner- 
ship, transmuting  them  carefully  into  rights 
founded  on  British  law  and  assimilated   as 
nearly  as  may  be  to. our  own.     And  we  must 
trust  to  other  remedial  agencies  for  correcting 
or  mitigating  the  ]x>ssible  mischiefs  to  which 
this  may  lead.     I  can  well  understand  the 
jealousy  whioh  may  be  felt  at  the  apparent 
snixender  of  so  vast  on  estate  to  the  absolute 
disposal  of  the  Natives.      We  are  about  to 
pUce  between  iifteen  and  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  land  in  the  hands  of,  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of,  a  people  wholly  unused  to  the  exercise 
of  such  proprietary  rights.    For  my  own  part,  I 
am  not   apprehensive  on  that  score.     These 
uncultivated  wastes,  of  which  we  are  about  to 
transfer  the  dominion  and  right  of  disposal  to 
an  .ignorant    and  barbarous   people  witbout 


capital  and  without  skill,  are  in  their  hands 
oomparativdy  worthless.  In  the  natural  orddr 
of  things  and  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  social 
economy  they  must,  for  the  most  part,  rapidly 
pass  into  the  hands  of  those  who  have  appli- 
ances and  means  to  turn  them  to  account.  It 
is  true  that  the  manner  in  which  this  transi- 
tion may  b«  brought  about  may  be  at  variance 
with  all  «nr  preconceived  notions  of  the  true 
laws  of  celoaization,  and  land  may  be  monopo- 
lized by  individuals  in  large  massef.  So  soon, 
however,  as  they  ^>ass  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Natives  there  arises  another  power,  the  great 
instrument  of  colonization  and  improvement — 
the  power  of  taxation,  which  is  a  sure  correc- 
tive of  the  evils  of  monopoly,  and  whioh  is 
certain  to  be  applied  in  due  time.  And  if  it 
should  so  happen  that,  through  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  power  of  the  Natives  over  the  dis- 
posal of  their  lands,  some  of  them  should 
become  the  possessors  of  great  wealth — the 
founders,  it  may  be,  of  future  families  of  the 
Native  race  incorporated  with  our  own — do  not 
let  us  regard  such  a  result  with  jealousy.  That 
will  be  in  future  years  the  best  monument  we 
can  raise  to  the  justice  of  our  dealings  with 
this  people.  And  do  not-  let  us  trust  in  the 
chance  of  something  being  done  by-and-by. 
Can  we  afford  to  delay  the  settlement  of  this 
question?  .1  ask  you  to  look  at  that  tide  <ft 
immigration  which  is  setting  in  from  the  de- 
velopment of  our  goldfields  and  other  causes. 
Who  can  foresee  what  political  changes  may 
take  place  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  oefore  another  session?  The  control  of 
political  affairs  may  pass  into  new  hands,  who 
may  not  be  disposed  to  deal  with  the  subject  in 
the  same  spirit  with  ourselves,  or  to  recognize 
those  Native  rights  which  can  only  be  contested 
at  the  cost  of  a  deadly  struggle  between  the 
races.  The  measure  before  us  appears  to  me 
the  only  means  of  escaping  from  such  a  risk. 
Earnestly  trusting  that  the  Government  will 
permit  us  to  consider  freely  the  details  of  this 
measure,  relying,  at  all  events,  on  its  being 
submitted  to  the  Imperial  authorities  before 
it  becomes  law,  I  shall  —  not  without  much 
anxiety,  but  from  a  dear  sense  of  on  over- 
ruling necessity — give  my  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  arguments  for 
and  against  the  Bill  had  been  stated  with  can- 
dour and  great  ability  by  the  last  speaker,  and, 
as  so  stated,  the  weight  of  evidence  appeared 
to  him  (Mr.  Hall)  greatly  against  the  measure. 
The  features  of  the  Bill  were  provisions  for 
ascertaining  and  fixing  the  titles  of  Natives  to 
land  and  granting  certificates  of  such  titles. 
After  that  the  Native  owner  might  either  sell 
or  lease  the  land  as  he  pleased  ;  or  it  might  be 
disposed  of  under  regulations  to  be  mode  by 
the  Governor,  which  would  provide  for  the  im» 
provement  of  the  land  by  roads,  bridges, 
schools,  &o.  The  latter  feature  was  borrowed 
from  the  Bill  of  the  Fox  Ministry.  He  (Mr. 
Hall)  liked  it  far  better  than  the  other  alterna- 
tive. The  Bill  also  enabled  Natives  to  ex- 
change their  certificate  for  a  Crown  grant  on 
paying  2s.  6d.  per  acre;  but  they  might  sell 
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«Ten  without  this.  The  ConnoS.  was  aslced  to 
pass  the  Bill  as  a  measure  of  justice  to  the 
Katives,  as  well  as  on  grounds  of  expediency. 
He  was  anxious  to  do  all  possible  justice  to  the 
Maoris ;  he  denied  thev  were  not  really  repre- 
sented in  the  General  Assembly.  That  body 
represented  them  as  well  as  Parliament  at 
Home  did  the  unenfranchised  classes.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  watch  as  carefully 
over  the  interests  of  Natives  as  Europeans^ 
probably  more  so,  as  they  were  less  able  to  take 
care  of  their  own.  He  denied  that,  as  a  mea- 
sure of  justice,  this  Bill  could  be  claimed  for 
the  Natives.  By  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  they 
expressly  renounced  the  power  of  direct  sale  to 
private  individuals.  They  had  been  'guaran- 
teed possession  of  their  land,  but  not  the  power 
to  transfer  it,  except  to  the  Crown;  therefore, 
as  an  act  of  justice  they  oonld  not  claim  this 
qieasure.  As  an  act  of  poliay  he  could  not. 
agree  to  it  either.  It  was  alleged  that  the 
Maoris  were  clamorous  for  this  privilege,  and 
that  it  would  allay  disturbance.  Ko  evidence 
of  this  kind  had  been  produced.  The  numerous 
reports  on  the  table  tcom  Civil  Commissioners 
and  other  ofBcers  long  known  as  authorities  on 
Native  subjects  were  in  the  opposite  direction. 
In  one  or  two  districts  the  Natives  seemed 
anxious  for  a  power  to  lease  their  lands,  and 
this  could  be  tolerated  under  the  existing  law. 
In  one  case,  also — namely,  Wairarapa — some 
Natives  appeared  desirous  of  power  to  sell  to 
Europeans  direct;  but  the  feeling  elicited  in 
almost  every  other  place  he  would  show  by 
quotations.  Mr.  Clendon,  writing  from  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  said, — 

"  I  have  not  noticed  any  general  agitation 
among  the  people  here  either  for  the  indivi- 
dualization of  their  title  to  land  and  change  in 
the  mode  of  sale,  or  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
Sale  of  Spirits  Ordinance,  though  such  matters 
are  occasionally  discussed  and  find  some  advo- 
oatos." 

:Ur.  Dmmmond  Hay,  the  District  Comiois- 
gioner  at  the  Thames,  said, — 

"  The  Natives  who  advocate  the  king  move- 
ment are  those  who  see  in  it  the  only  hope  of 
retaining  their  land,  and,  by  retaining  their  land, 
the  only  hope  of  preserving  their  status  in  the 
country.  They  affirm  that,  in  parting  with 
this  land,  the  Maori  parts  with  all  that  entitles 
him  to  any  consideration,  and  that  by  ceding 
land  the  Maori  paves  the  way  for  his  becoming 
the  humble  dependant  of  the  European." 

Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  Assistant  Native  Secretary, 
leported, — 

"  The  Crown's  right  of  pre  -  emption  over 
Native  lands  is  generally  regarded  by  the  Na- 
tive tribes  as  a  protection  against  undue  en- 
creachment  by  the  pakeha.  While  they 
helieve  that  the  cession  of  their  territory  is 
'  optional,  and  is  admitted  to  be  so  by  the  Oo- 
vernment,  they  feel  secure  from  evils  that 
would  otherwise  be  apprehended  from  the 
occupation  of  their  coontiy  by  a  more  power- 
ful race." 

The  evidence  given  before  the  Board  of  in- 
quiry on  Native  matters  which  was  appointed 
by    the    late  Governor  waa  almost  entirely 
Bon.  Ur^Eall 


against  any  wish  for  direct  poiehaae  on  th» 
part  of  the  Natives.  Mr.  Turton,  a  weU-kaomk. 
authority,  stated, — 

"  The  general  desire,  so  fai  aa  I  have  ob- 
served, .is' not  for  any  direct  system  ot  pniebaN 
so  much  as  that  no  land  may  be  pnrrhaiiftd  at 
all ;  and  very  seldom  have  I  even  heard  thaai 
complain— except  when  prompted  by  otheo — 
either  of  our  mode  of  acquisition  or  of  Um 
amount  of  purchase-money  they  have  recover 
Not  having  heard  these  things  amongst  Umb- 
selves  for  so  many  years,  it  seenis  strajige  to 
me  that  such  a  complaint  should  now  be  raJBrf, 
and  that  so  many  Europeans  shonld  join  it." 

It  was  therefore  an  untrue  asaertion  that  Ue 
Natives  wished  to  sell  their  land  to  BuropuB 
direct.  What  they  wished  to  do  now  was  aet 
to  sell  at  all.  Government  had  been  eoa- 
stantly  blamed  for  "  teasing"  the  Nativ«  fa 
land.  It  was  said  to  be  very  important  not  t» 
rouse  by  such  proceedings  the  snsidcioiis  of  tte 
Maoris,  especially  at  this  particalkr  time.  At- 
tempts were  in  progress  to  get  them  to  aeoeyt 
the  new  institutions  proposed  by  Sir  Gtaip 
Grey.  They  hesitated  in  many  cases  out  d 
suspicion  that  all  we  wanted  was  to  get  th«it 
land.  Mr.  Baker,  after  visiting,  the  Emti  Caps 
District,  said  in  his  report, — 

"  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  again  to  state  that 
the  Ngatiporou  are  extremely  jesdoos  of  aj 
attempt  to  Acquire — by  purchase  or  deed  of 
gift — CLny  portion  of  their  land.  Bven  tho^ 
they  had  themselves  opened  the  qaestton.  I 
found  it  necessary  to'^be  extremely  cantiam 
The  very  word  whinua,  used  by  an  agent  dlit 
Gh>vemment,  seemed  sufficient  to  azYHiss  sas- 
pioion  and  distrust." 

Mr.  Hunter  Brown,  who  had  been  despatehtd 
to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  Natires  OB  la- 
other  part  of  the  East  Coast,  reported  from  ou 
place.T— 

'<  One  man  declared  that  he  meant  to  stiek 
to  the  king  because  he  whakatapu  (mstai 
sacred)  their  land ;  another,  becaose  he  is  fta 
Maori  king.  Herein  is  seen  the  stroogth  d 
the  opposition  to  us  and  of  their  adherefM  to 
the  long — fear  for  their  lan4>  fear  for  Uteec 
nationality,  fear  lest  they  shouIH  be  a»it 
slaves  to  the  Queen." 

From  another  place  he  wroto,T— 

"  We  had  a  second  talk  at  this  place  in  eoa- 
sequence  of  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  aboot 
twenty  from  Maungapohata,  including  iliM, 
chief,  man  at  that  plaoe.  This  Mohi  mid) 
rather  a  frantic  speech, -tainnting  ns  with  eass- 
ing  to  take  land." 

And  from  a  third, — 

"  In  their  speech^  great  soreness  ai^  &- 
trust  were  shown,  going  back,  as  they  in vaiislfy^ 
do,  to  the  coming  of  the  first  law  (the  lavot 
God  or  the  Gospel).  Erueti  asserted  thatte 
missionaries'  work  was  all  a  plot  plamwd 
beforehand  to  pave  the  way  for  the  acquisifion 
of  land ;  that  the  missionaries  told  the  Maoris 
to  look  to  Heaven,  and  then,  whilst  they  voe 
looking  to  Heaven,  stole  away  the  land  from 
them.  One  man  asked  }>oint- blank,  'What 
is  there  under  all  this  ?  I  am  looking  for  the 
wltewhe  (boil  or  inflammation)  under  thia.' " 
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ib.  I«w,  who  had  bea&  a|^mted  to  intro- 
dnoe  the  new  institutions  m  the  important 
district  of  Tanpo,  reported, — 

"  Their  mutunga  was, '  We  do  not  objeot  to 
jonr  Kaiwhakmoa  or  to  his  tikamga  so  mtioh ; 
our  only  iear  is  that  he  mav  intoodnoe  land- 
poichase:  if  such  is  not  the  case,  and  we 
aee  good  arise  from  his  work,  we  will  be  with 
jou.'" 

It  was  of  the  last  importance  that  nothing 
should  oconr  at  this  junctor^  to  arouse  the  sus- 
mcions  of  designs  on  their  land  ;  that  the 
QoTeinment  agents  should  not  urgs,  or  even  in 
nme  cases  accept,  sales  of  land.  The  success  of 
the  Qovemor's  Native  policy  depended  in  some 
measure  on 'this.  Yet  at  this  crisis  the  Oo- 
venment  introduced  a  measure  which  would 
let  loose  upon  the  Maoris  a  whole  flock  of 
Isnd-teasets,  greedy  for  gain,  often  not  very 
wiupolons  as  to  their  mode  of  influencing  the 
MatiTe  mind,  certainly  unchecked  by  any  con- 
rideiation  of  the  public  evil  they  may  efleot  by 
uoQsing  the  Native  jealoosy  on  the  subject  of 
their  territorial  property.  If  he  (Mr.  Hall)  had 
wished  to  devise  a  scheme  for  frustrating  the 
saccess  of  the  new  institutions,  which  began  to 
promise  so  fairly,  and  on  which  so  much  of  the 
latore  welfare  of  the  Maori  race  was  said  to 
depend,  he  could  not  have  devised  one  better 
Adapted  for  the  purpose  than  the  Bill  imdar 
consideration.  Its  effect  upon  the  Native 
ohaiacterhe  believed  would  be  very  prejudicial. 
The  objeot  of  the  well-wisher  of  the  Maori 
should  not  be  merely  to  pour  wealth  into  his 
lap;  it  was  a  nobler  task  to  wean  him  from 
listless,  idle,  improvident  habits,  and  to  train 
him  to  habits  of  steady  industry,  perseverance, 
and  thrift.  The  operation  of  this  Bill  would  be 
just  the  oppositiB  of  this.  It  would  give  the 
Usoris  large  sums  of  money  without,  exertion 
<m  tiieir  part,  and  as  experience  had  shown, 
teach  them  habits  of  extravagance,  and  confirm 
them  in  habits  of  indolence :  it  would  have  the 
worst  efiect  on  their  character.  The  Bill  would 
be  quite  as  injurious  to  the  colonists.  It  would, 
doubtless,  enrich  a  few  persons  engaged  in 
Native  trade,  and  enable  a  tribe  of  wealthy 
land-sharks,  conversant  with  Native  language 
and  habits,  to  become  possessed  of  IsLrge  tracts 
of  valuable  land,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  real 
woddng  settler,  \tb<i  would  have  to  pay  dearly 
to  the  speculator  for  land.  By  annihilating  the 
land  revenue  the  Bill  would  of  course  stop  all 
further  progress  in  .roads,  bridges,  and  public 
^oAa,  immigration,  and  anything  like  sys- 
tematic colonization,  and  reduce  the  North 
Island  to  the  loose  irregular  settlement  which 
tile  acceptance  of  New  Zealand  as  a  colony  was 
intended  to  put  a  stop  to.  Although  a  fee  of 
&.  6d.  was  to  be  paid  in  oertaiq  oases  men- 
ticmed  in  one  of  the  clauses,  praotloally  the 
Natives  were  allowed  to  sell  without  any  fee 
whatever.  Against  tiiis  coui^  he  (Mr.  Hall) 
wealed  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Biohmond,  who 
Bad  strongly  objected  to  it,  and  whose  opinions 
voold  always  m  that  Council  be  listmied  to 
with  respect.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
altention  whiih  this  Bill  would  effect  in  the 
ipoviaoni  of  the  Treaty  of  Waitaogi  was  om 


whioh  the  Qeneral  Assembly  had  no  aathori^ 
<t0  efleot.  Even  the  Grown  could  not  do  so 
without  the  consent  of  the  other  contracting 
parties.  It  was  childish  to  say  that  some  of 
them  would  consent.  This  was  as  insufficient 
as  would  be  that  of  a  few  of  the  members  of  the 
United  Bt&ies  to  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  .  There  must  be  a 
general  oonsent,  of  which  there  was  not  the 
slightest  evidence.  Lastly,  the  attempt  to 
permit  direct  purchase  was  a  d\^ct  violation  of 
the  73rd  section  of  the  Constitution  Act,  whioh 
section  the  oolonists  were  precluded  from 
altering.  How  could  it  be  expected,  in  the  f  aoa 
of  this,  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  disallowed  at 
Home  ?  He  had  considered  the  Bill  with  a 
desire  to  avoid  opposing  the  Government,  if 
possible.  But  he  believed  it  would  be  so 
destmotive  to. systematic  and  healthy  colonisa- 
tion, so  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Natives,  so  dearly  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Assembly  to  pass,  and  so  especially  inopportune 
as  bidding  fair  to  mar  the  success  of  institutions 
which  were  being  built  up  at  a  great  cost  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Native  race,  that  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL.— I  cannot  say. 
Sir,  that  I  like  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  objectionable  in  many  points  of  view,  but 
chiefly  inasmuch  as  it  provides  that  one-half 
of  the  purcha8e;money  for  Native  lands  is  to 
be  paid  to  the  provincial  authorities.  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  it  will  not  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Natives  to  know  that  one-half  of  the  pur- 
chase-money of  their  land  is  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  Europeans  for  European  purposes.  I 
say  one-half,  because  their  land  will  not  on  an 
average  be  worth  more  than  Ss.  an  acre,  of  which 
it  is  proposed  that  2s.  6d.  an  acre  shall  become 
provincial  revenue.  I  feel  assured  that  this 
will  not  only  be  distasteful  to  them,  but  will 
in  efiect  prevent  all  sale  of  land.  Yet  I  see 
that  it  is  so  necessary  to  take  some  action  in 
the  matter,  sifter  all  the  excitement  whioh 
its  discussion  caused,  that  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  feel  some  dif- 
ficulty in  doing  so,  for  it  comes  before  us  in  so 
questionable  a  shape  that  it  is  impossible  to 
know  whose  plan  it  is.  It  certainly  is  not  th» 
Governor's,  seeing  that  it  differs  so  materially 
from  that  which  he  has  himself  put  forth  in 
the  papers  on  the  table  of  this  Council.  It  is 
not  that  of  the  late  Ministry,  for  we  have  their 
Bill  before  us.  It  is  not  that  of  the  present 
Ministry,  being  so  widely  different  from  that 
which  they  first  introduced ;  and  it  is  jiot  that 
of  what  may  be  termed  the  ultra -provincial 
party,  t6v  we  see  they  would  gladly  throw  out 
the  Bill  altogether.  Yet,  feeling  aU  this,  I  feel 
also  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing to '  legalize  the  occupation  of  Native 
land ;  for  I  am  satisfied  if  it  cannot  be  occupied 
legally  it  vrill  be  occupied  illegally  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  is  at  present.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live  the  whole  country  is 
already  taken  up;  and  when  I  last  visited 
Table  Cape  I  found  as  mtmy  as  five  or  six 
sheep-farmers  occupying  that  small  i>enifisul&, 
and  1  becaiiM  «waw  ct  anraagements  having 
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be^n  made  to  ptaah  on  still  further  northward 
to  Tolago  Bay.  I  hare  reason  to  believe  also' 
that  in  the  coarse  of  the  coming  stuumer  the 
more  remote  country  lying  inland  of  Hawke's 
Bay  will  be  taken  up,  and  the  Patea  cotmtry 
occupied.  For  my  own  part  I  beljeve  these 
men  to  be  the  pioneers  of  civilization,  and  that 
we  should  encourage  and  legalize  their  efforts 
rather  than  repress  their  exertions.  Neither 
do  I  feel  that  alarm  at  what  is  called  land- 
aharking  which  gome  people  profess.  I  believe 
that  our  great  object  should  be  eqaitably  to 
gain  possession  of  the  land  for  Europeans ; 
and  I  quite  agree  with  my  honourable  and 
learned  friend  the  Attomey-G^eral  in  his  sen- 
timents on  this  subject — that,  whilst  we  take 
care  to  preserve  to  the  Natives  even  doable  the 
quantity  of  land  which  they  can  ever  possibly 
want,  it  cannot  be  required  by  justice  or 
common -sense  that  we  should  allow  the  re- 
mainder to  lie  idle  whilst  it  is  so  much  wanted 
for  occupation.  I  have  myself  seen  the  Native 
population  of  New  Zealand  diminish  by  one- 
naif  since  I  have  been  acquainted  with  it. 
When  I  first  came  here  sixteen  years  ago  it 
was  never  estimated  at  less  thshn  a  hundred 
thousand,  and  now  I  hear  no  estimate  place  it 
higher  than  fifty  thousand ;  and,  should  this 
rapid  decrease  continue,  and  the  population, 
as  seems  too  probable,  be  in  the  course  of  a 
few  more  years  reduced  to  a  few  families,  will 
it  be  urged  that  we  are  still  bound  to  keep 
those  millions  of  acres  locked  up  upon  which 
they  can  never  place  a  foot  ?  I  have  therefore 
no  fear  of  the  land-shark:  let  him  acquire  as 
much  land  as  he  desires  so  long  as  he  does  it 
fairly  and  honestly.  It  is  better  in  his  hands 
than  locked  up  in  that  of  the  Natives.  He  will 
not  buy  it  to  keep  waste ;  and  the  less  he  pays 
for  it  the  cheaper  he  will  sell  it  again.  I  repeat 
that  I  do  not  like  the  Bill ;  but,  in  the  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  greatly  modify  it  in 
Committee,  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Council  had  been  so  fully  discussed 
elsewhere  that  it  would  be  a  mere  exercise 
of  ingenuity  to  endeavour  to  say  anything  new 
on  the  subject.  Nevertheless,  on  a  question  of' 
such  importance',  he  was  anxious  to  ofier  a  few 
observations  as  to  his  own  views  in  reference  to 
the  Bill,  and  the  course  he  intended  to  take  re- 
specting it.  He  was  not  satisfied  as  to  the  Ireal 
object  and  principle  of  the  measure,  and  was  full 
of  doubt  as  to  wnat  would  be  its  results.  He 
had  listened  with  great  attention  to  the  able 
speech  of  the  Hon,  the  Attorney-General,  but 
'tno  effect  had  been  to  increase  the  doi^bts  and 
difiiculties  he  had  previously  experienced.  The 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  shown 
that  there  were  dangers  on  all  sides — on  the  one 
hand  the  danger  of  remaining  stationary  and 
doing  nothing  on  the  subject ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  difficulty  and  risk  that  would  be 
incurred  in  carrying  into  effect  the  details  of 
the  Bill.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  also  said  that,  while  a  member  of  the 
former  Ministry,  another  measure  for  dealing 
with  Native  lands  had  been  prepared,  which  he 
preferred  to  that  now  before  the  Couneil,  there- 
Hon.  QoUmel  BuMeli 


by  showing  what  uncertainty  of  opinion  eiiiM 
on  the  subject.  Altogether,  he  (Colonel  Kouit) 
thought  that  the  arguments  al  the  kVwaiej- 
General  weighed  rather  against  the  expedincy 
of  passing  the  Bill  under  consideration.  Foe 
his  own  part  he  felt  that  none  of  his  scmples 
had  been  removed  by  anything  that  had  yet 
been  urged  in  its  favour.  Again,  there  was  the 
decided  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministeo,  u 
stated  in-  the  des^Mitch  of  Lord  Camarvon, 
against  substituting'  individual  and  direct  pot- 
chase  of  land  from  the  Natives  for  the  system 
of  pnrchase  by  the  Government  alone,  w 
provided  by  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  the  opinion  oif  SirGeotjt 
Grey,  as  set  forth  in  his  scheme  of  Natin 
policy,  in  favour  of  the  intioduotian  of  direct 
purchase,  as  a  measure  of  necessity  and  ex- 
pediency at  the  present  time.  But,  then,  Eii 
Excellency  in  his  plan  recommended,  «m(ag 
other  conditions,  restriction  as  to  the  qnantitr 
of  land  to  be  purchased  by  a  European,  ud 
also  occupancy  of  the  land — neither  of  whici 
conditions  was  provided  for.  in  the  Bill  beioe 
the  Council,  it  was  true  that  it  had  bees 
said  by  the  honourable  gentleman  represaitiiig 
the  Government  that  Uie  Governor  had  ooo- 
curred  in  the  introduction  of  the  preaent 
Bill ;  but  that  consent  might  have  bees 
given  reluctantly,  and  it  did  not  follow  tint 
the  Bill  was  approved  of  by  His  Eioelleney. 
His  own  scheme  was  that  which  set  forth  lis 
his  own  views  and  opinions  on  the  sabjecL 
However,  accepting  the  assurance  that  tlw 
measure  had  the  concurrence  of  the  Ootcdkx, 
and  seeing  that,  after  the  fullest  discussiw,^ 
had  come  to  them  from  the  House  of  Bept- 
sentatives,  he  would  not  oppose  the  second  ind- 
ing ;  but  he  trusted  that  it  wonid  be  modifiedii 
Committee,  or  he  was  afraid  he  should  sot  be 
able  to  vote  for  the  third  reading.  Hewwili 
only  add  that  the  Bill  under  its  original  titb 
professed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native  net 
— its  professed  object  was  to  remove  restrietiool 
to  which  they  were  at  present  subject,  by  plseiii 
them  on  an  equality  with  the  Europeans  in  B- 
gard  to  their  landed  property.  Now,  if  this  «en 
really  the  case,  why  did  not  that  principle  no 
through  the  Bill  ?  Why  was  it  partial  in  itt 
effects?  Why  should  certain  lands  be  specieDy 
exempted  from  its  operation?  Whateverm^ 
be  said  as  to  the  object  and  principle  of  tiu 
Bill,  it  was  impossible  to  disguise  the  fact  Uiat 
{nrivate  interests  and  provincial  interests  hi 
entered  very  largely  into  the  consideration  of 
the  measure.  It  should  be  remembered  tlot 
the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  whatever  might  bt 
the  opinions  held  with  respect  to  it,  had  ta 
origin  at  least  in  a  sense  of  jnstiee  <»  the  put 
of  the  Government  towards  the  Native  isoe. 
In  professing,  therefore,  to  relax  its  praTiikxis 
for  the  benefit  o|  the  Natives,  let  us  bewin 
that  we  were  not  actuated  by  a  spirit  oi 
insinoerity  and  selfishness,  and  that,  whil* 
pretending  to  promote  their  advuitage,  ve 
are  only  seeking  our  own  interests.  In  ^ut 
case,  should  those  difficulties  and  oomplies- 
tions  ensue  from  the  working  of  the  mea- 
sure Vhioh  some  persons-,  seemed  to  m**- 
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Iiend,  we  should  not  merely  have  onnelTeB 
to  blame  for  our  own  legislation  on  the 
fobjeci,  bat  should  also  have  the  lamentable 
lefleotion  that  those  results  were  a  merited 
ntaibution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANORED.— The  only  objeo- 
tion  of  real  importance  appears  to  be  that 
which  refers  to  the  views  likely  to  be  taken  by 
the  Imperial  Government.  It  has  been  urged  by 
Hm  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes,  and  touched  upon  more 
or  less  earnestly  by  other  members,  that  the 
eorrespondence  which  took  place  three  years 
•go  with  the  Home  Government  in  reference  to 
toe  Native  Territorial  Rights  Bill  shows  that 
the  mind  of  that  Government  ia  opposed  to  the 
iiiinciple  of  the  present  Bill.  It  will,  however, 
tie  Bomcient  for  me  —  in  order  to  show  that, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  opinions  of  the 
Imperial  Government  then,  they  are  distinctly 
in  nfkvoax  of  some  such  measure  now — to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  a  despatch  of 
much  later  date  from  his  Grace  the  i>ake  of 
Newcastle.     It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 

Sapers  before  the  Council  that  they  contain  a 
^patch,  dated  the  5th  June,  1861,  alluding  to 
this  very  subject ;  and,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Council,  I  will  read  a  short  extract.  Speak- 
ing of  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  his  Grace 
expresses  himself  as  follows : — 

"  Yon  will  direct  your  earliest  attention  to 
this  subject,  examining  whether  the  system  of 
negotiation  between  the  agents  of  the  Governor 
ana  the  Native  owners,  though  in  conformity 
with  the  Trea^  of  Waitangi  and  for  many 
yean  successful,  may  not,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  Natives  and  settlers,  require  to  be 
modified  or  superseded.  .  .  .  They  [the 
Imperial  Government]  will  be  prepared,  to  the 
extent  which  you  may  think  wise,  to  waive  the 
serious  objection  to  such  change^as  those  pro- 
posed by  the  Native  Territorial  Rights  Act  of 
1858,  which  led  to  the  non-confirmation  of  the 
measure,  and  were  pointed  out  in  the  despatch 
of  my  predecessor  (signed  by  Lord  Carnarvon) 
of  the  18th  of  May,  1859.  They  will  accord- 
ingly be  willing  to  assent  to  any  prudent  plan 
for  the  individualization  of  Native  title,  and 
for  direct  purchase  under  proper  safeguards  of 
Native  lands  by  individual  settlers,  which  the 
New  Zealand  Parliament  may  wish  to  adppt." 
The  Council  divided  on  the  amendment. 

AtRB,  4. 
Crawford  Johzuston 

Hall  Stokes. 

Noes,  8. 
Outfield  Richmond  Sewell 

Kenny  Russell,  A.  H.    Tancred. 

Henzies  Russell,  H. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  ^ 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

m  COMUITTEE, 

Clause  17. — The  individual  person  or  persons 
named  in  any  certificate  as  the  owner  or  owners 
tteieof,  or  as  having  any  particular  estate  or 


interest  therein,  may  dispose  of  the  estate  or 
interest  which  he  or  they  may  have  in  the 
lands  described  in  such  certificate,  by  way  of 
absolute  sale  or  lease  or  in  exchange  for  other 
lands  or  otherwise,  to  any  person  or  persona 
whomsoever. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. To  add  the  words,  "But  no  oertiflcat» 
shall  entitle  any  tribe,  community,  or  person 
named  therein  to  sell,  exchange,  or  lease  for 
a  longer  period  than  seven  years,  or  dispose 
of,  any  land  or  interest  thereby  efieoted,  nmess 
such  oertifloate  shall  have  Men  indorsed  by 
the  Governor  and  sealed  under  the  public  se^ 
of  the  colony  as  aforesaid,  and  the  amount 
payable  on  such  indorsement  and  sealing  be 
diJy  paid." 

^e  Ooonoil  divided  on  the  amendment. 
Atbs,  9. 
Crawford  Johnston  Russell,  H. 

Cutfield  Kenny  Sewell 

Hall  Menzies  Stokes. 

.    Nobs,  8. 
Richmond  Tancred. 

Russell,  A.  H. 

Majority  for,  6. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  KKNNY  proposed,-  as  » 
further   amendment.  That   there   be   further 
added  to  the  clause  the  words,  "  Provided  also 
that  no  such  sale,  disposal,  or  exchange  to  any 
person  shall  include  more  than  one  thousand 
acres." 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  amendment. 
Ayzs,  4. 
Johnston  Russell,  H. 

.Kenny  Stokes. 

Noes,  7. 
Crawford  Richmond         Sewell 

Cutfield  Russell,  A.  H.   Tancred. 

Menzies 

Majority  against,  3. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause,  as  previously  amended,  shgreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ments, read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Conncil  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  9th  S^tember,  1862. 

Bay  of  blands  Settlement— Order  of  Badness- 
Alteration  of  Clock  — First  Beadiogs  —  Finan- 
cial —  Pnbllo  Besarves  Act  Amendment  Bill  — 
Civil  List  BUI  — Jorles  BUI  — Besldent  Magis- 
trates' Joriadictlon  Extension  BUI— Aockland 
Waste  liands  Act  Amendment  BUI  (No.  2)— Land 
Bevenae  Appropriation  Act  Amendment  BUI 
^o.  1)— Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  BUI— 
Prorogation.     

Mr.  Speaxzb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PaAYEBS. 

BAY  OP  ISLAiroS  SETTLEMENT. 
Mr.  CARLETON  asked  the  Colonial  Secte- 
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tary  what  couise  the  Ctovemment  intended  to 
puisne  in  the  matter  of  the  Bay  of  Islands 
Settlement,  to  be  formed  under  the  provi- 
8i(xisof  "The  Bay  of  IsltuidB  Settlement  Act, 
1858;"  also,  in  the  event  of  such  settlement 
not  being  formed,  whether  compensation  will 
he  allowed  for  losses  by  owners  of  land  taken, 
or  proposed  to  be  taken,  by  the  Government 
under  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Act, 
sofiered  through  the  operation  of  that  Aot. 

Mr.  DOMETT  replied  that  he  was  not  at 
present  exactly  in  a  position  to  say  what 
course  the  Government  would  pursue  in  this 
matter,  but  he  would  inform  the  hononrable 
member  as  soon  as  it  was  determined  upon. 

OBDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.   DOMETT,  it  was 
agreed,  That  Government  business  have  pre- 
cedence on  the  Older  Paper  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session. 

ALTERATION  OP  CLOCK. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
under  which,  and  by  whose  authority,  the 
clock  was  put  back  on  Friday  last,  after  the 
arrival  of  tne  usual  hour  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
leave  the  chair:  such  Committee  to  consist 
of  Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  Jollie,  Mr.  O'Borke,  and 
Mr.  Saunders.  On  the  night  in  question, 
during  a  discussion  on  the  Native  Lands 
Bill  himself  and  another  honourable  member 
observed  with  surprise  one  of  the  messengers  of 
the  House  putting  back  the  clock  from  about 
twenty-three  minutes  to  six  to  half-past  five. 
By  the  Standing  Orders  Mr.  Speaker  should 
have  left  the  chair  athalf-paet  five.  Had  he 
done  so  the  discussion  would  not  have  been 
concluded  till  the  evening  sitting,  and  in  the 
meantime  honourable  members  might  have  dis- 
covered, as  they  had  since  done,  that  a  clause 
of  the  Bill  had  not  the  effect  which  they  had 
supposed  it  would  have — that  it  was,  in  fact,  a 
delusive  sham;  and  if  they  could  not  have 
altered  it  they  might,  at  all  events,  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  upon 
it.  This,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  very 
unusual  and  unparliamentary  proceeding  to 
which  he  had  referred,  ^d  he  thought  it  was 
highly  desirable  the  House  should  know  by 
whose  authority  the  clock  was  put  back  on 
that  occasion;  for  he  believed  that  strictly 
the  passing  of  that  Bill  was  rendered  illegal 
thereby,  the  House  being,  in  fact,,  not  legeJly 
sitting  at  the  time  when  it  was  passed  through 
itsllast  stages.  Without  any  reference  to  that, 
however,  but  on  the  ground  of  principle  alone, 
it  was  desirable  the  House  should  know  on 
what  grounds  and  on  whose  authority  this  very 
irregular  proceeding  took  place. 

Mr.  CARTER  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  after  putting  the  question 
before  the  House,  said  it  would  not,  perhaps, 
be  considered  intrusive  if  he  maide  a-  few  re- 
marks on  this  matter.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei  was  under  some  misappre- 
hension with  regard  to  the  state  in  which  the 
Bill  was  at  the  time  in  question.    The  House 

Mr.CarUUm 


would  remember  that  the  Bill  had  passed,  aai 
the  title  was  being  discussed.  At  haU-pUb 
five  he  was  about  reporting  to  the  Houte  the 
result  of  the  final  division  on  the  title,  and  the 
only  question  remaining  was  that  of  sending  a 
message  to  the  Legislative  Council  requestuig 
their  concurrence  in  the  Bill.  He  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  the  House  wm 
anxious  that  no  further  delay  should  tak* 
plaoe,  and  that  the  Legislsktive  Council  wm, 
in  fact,  waiting  to  receive  the  Bill,  so  •■  to 
read  it  a  first  tune  and  fix  a  day  for  the  second 
reading.  It  was  quite  compe^nt  for  him  to 
retain  the  chair  after  the  time  had  passed  tiD 
he  had  announced  the  result  of  the  divisi<a>— 
because  there  was  precedent  for  th^  in  tii* 
English  House — but  no  longer.  The  piTBcticd 
of  leaving  the  chair  at  half-past  five  o'clock, 
however,  was  one  that  had  not  been  adhered 
to  with  strict  fideUty.  It  had  been  his  ptse- 
tice,  and  the  practice  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  also,  when  the  business  of  Ott 
House  would  be  expedited  thereby,  to  retain 
the  chair  for  a  few  minntes,  as  when  eom* 
honourable  member  was  near  the  oonelosian 
of  his  speech,  or  some  business  was  just  ca  tlis 
point  of  being  concluded ;  and  in  this  case,  tiie 
question  of  sending  the  Bill  to  the  Legislativi 
Couhcil  being  the  only  question  left  to  put,  he 
told  the  messenger  to  go  up  and  stop  tbe 
clock  at  half-past  five.  The  clock  really  wis 
three  minutes  too  fast,  and  the  time  actaally 
occupied  beyond  the  half-hour  by  the  Eoose 
was  not  above  three  or  four  minutes.  Ht 
quite  agreed  with  the  honouraSle  member  bt 
Rangitikei  that  the  proceeding  was  not  regu- 
lar, if  not  quite  unjustifiable,  and  b^ged  tkt 
House  to  tMscept  his  apology  for  it. 

Mr.  FOX,  siter  that  explanation,  requested 
permission  to  ivithdraw  the  motion. 

Some  further  remarks  were  then  made  hj 
Mr.  DILLOX  BELL,  Mr.  FOX,  Mr.  DOMETT, 
and  Mr.  STAFFORD ;  Mr.  DILLON  BEUi 
stating  that,  when  the  Native  Lands  Bill  mi 
in  Committee,  he  had  particularly  ezplainei, 
yrith  reference  to  the  clause  referred  to  by  tk* 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei,. the  <£Set. 
ence  made  by  the  2s.  6d.  an  acre  tax  betvMB 
Maori  and  European  title.  They  did  not  wa^ 
to  tax  the  Maoris,  as  any  other  way  of  imfos- 
ing  the  tax  would  in  reality  come  to'. 

Mr.  CARLETON  considered  the  proceedings 
with  this  Bill  had  been  legal,  though  thqr 
would  not  have  been  had  the  circumstaneet 
occurred  before  the  Bill  was  passed,  the  eai- 
ing  of  a  message  to  the  Legislative  Council 
being  unnecessary  under  the  Standing  Orda* 
of  the  House. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Bill,  Natiw 
District  Regulation  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Na- 
tive Circuit  Cour&  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Dde- 
gations  Continuance  Bill,  Commencement  ef 
Acts  BiU. 

FINANCIAL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  wtm 
agreed,.  That,  with  a  view  of  an«.liHng  a  ool». 
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parison  to  be  made  of  the  lespeotiTO  expense 
it  aimilan  departments  of  Government  in  dif- 
ietent  p*rtB  of  the  colony,  the  eetimates  passed 
-by  tiie  House  this  session  be  printed  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Joomals  of  the  House  in  the 
gune  shape  as  heretofore. 

PUBLIC  RESEBVES  AC5T  AMENDMENT 
BHiL. 
The  leport  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoose  on  the  Public  Reserves  Act  Amendment 
BiU  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill 
lead  a  third  time  and  passed. 

CIYIL  LIST  BILL. 
The  Civil  List  Bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
apd  passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages 
without  Amendment. 

JURIES  BILL. 
The  Juries  Bill  was  recommitted,  further  con- 
sidated  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
leoeived  to-morrow. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  recommitted,  further  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  aanendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 
Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  considered 
in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House  With 
amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re^ 
ceived  to-morrow. 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRIATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  1). 

Mr.  WOOD  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment BiU  (No.  1),  explaining  that  its  object 
was  to  repeal  sections  6  and  G  of  "  The  Land 
Revenue  Appropriation  Act,  1858,"  by  which 
a  sixth  part  of  the  land  revenue  of  the 
ptOTinces  was  to  be  reserved  to  form  a  fund 
tt>i  the  future  extinguishment  of  Native  title. 
The  present  Bill  had  been  more  than  once 
paoMd  by  this  House,  but  rejected  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  He  believed,  however,  that 
there  would  be  no  further  difficulty  there  in 
the  way  of  passing  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  seccmd  tia-o,  and  passed  through 
all  its  remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

BALE  FOR  IJON-PAYMENT  OF  RATES 
BILL. 
Hr.  DOMETT  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  Bill,  ex- 
plaining that  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  was  to 
empower  Provincial  Governments  and  local 
Boards  to  sell  land  for  non-payment  of  rates, 
tinder  certain  restrictions,  and  to  prevent  an^ 
land  being  so  sold  except  under  this  Act. 
When  rates  were  twenty-eight  dayg  in  aocear 


the^  might  be  registered  as  an  equitable  charge 
against  the  land,  and,  if  unpaid  for  twelve, 
months  further,  an  order  for  sale  might  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  land 
sold  after  three  months'  notice  in  the  Govern- 
ment QoMtte. 

Mr.  RENALL  hoped  such  an  important  BiU 
as  this — so  materially  affecting  provmcial  legis- 
lation—  would  not  be  pressed  through  uiis 
session.  Some  legislation,  he  admitted,  was 
necessary,  but  by  tUs  Bill  great  difficulty  wonld 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  local  Boards.  - 

Mr.  COLENSO  thought  the  BiU  was  a  very 
simple  one,  which  could  easily  be  amended  in 
Committee,  and  odb  which  the  provinces  would' 
be  very  thcuikful  for. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  referred  to  its  being  very 
doubtful  whether  the  Provincial  Councus  had 
the  power  to  touch  real  property  at  cdL  This 
Act  would  remove  the  doubt  and  confirm  the 
principle  of  rating — a  plan  of  which  he  very 
much  approved. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON-  confirmed  the 
last  speaker's  remarks  as  to  the  utility  of  the 
Bill;  and  referred  -to  the  great  difficulties 
which  had  been  found  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land by.  the  local  Boards  in  recovering  rates. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

PROROGATION. 

Mr.  RENALL  inquired  if  the  report  was  true 
that  the  Government  intended  to  conclude  the 
session  on  Saturday  next.  This  had  been  a 
short  session,  and  he  thought  it  was  impossible 
business  could  be  got  through  satisfactorily  by 
.that  day. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  there  we're  a  number  of 
honourable  members  going  away  on  that  day, 
who  could  not  be  forced  to  stay,  and  there 
might  not  be  a  quorum  after  that  day.  If  a 
quorum  remained  the  Qovemmevt  would  go 
on  so  long  as  there  was  anything  to  go  on  with. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  reminded  the 
Colonial  Secretary  that  in  Committee  of  Supply 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  named  the  14th  as  the 
day  to  which  the  Government  had  calculated 
the  expenses  of  the  Assembly,  and  it  was  not 
tiU  then  that  any  arrangements  wete  made  for 
going  away. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  it  then  appeared,  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  business  could  be  got  through 
by  that  time,  and  it  would  evidently  be  very 
inconvenient  to  prolong  it  further,  especially 
as  the  Governor  had  engagements  on  the  West 
Coast  which  had  already  been  put  ofi  and  could 
not  weU  be  postponed  again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 

Wedmsday,  10th  September,  186S. 


Heswee  from  His  Excellency— Public  Beserres  Act 
Amendment  Bill— Panama  Boute  Postal  Bill— 
Matnralization  Bill  —  Militia  Acts  Amendment 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock, 

PSATEBS. 

MESSAGE  FBOM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  the 
aniTal  <A  a  message  from  i&is  Excellency  the 
Oovemor ;  which  he  read,  as  follows : — 

"  Message  No.  5, 
"G.  Gbet,  Governor. 
•'  The  Bills  intituled— 
"  '  The  Election  Petitions,  Act  Amendment 

Act,  1862 ; ' 
"  '  The  Summary  Procedure  on  Bills  Act, 

1862;' 
"  '  The  Trustees  Belief  Act,  1862 ; ' 
"  '  The  Law  Practitioners  Act  Amendment 

Act,  1862;' 
"  '  The  Birds  Protection  Act,  1862 ; ' 
"  '  The  Miners  Representation  Act,  1862 ; ' 
"  'The  Representation  Act,  1862 ; ' 
"  <  The    Supreme   Court   Amendment   Act, 

1862;' 
"  '  The   Land    Begistry    Amendment    Act, 

1862;'  and 
"  '  The  Native  Reserves  Amendment  Act, 
1862,'  " 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor  for  the  Royal  assent,  he 
has,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty,  assented  to 
the  said  Bills. 

"  Government  House, 
"  WeUington,  9th  September,  1862." 

PUBLIC  RESERVES   ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  the  Public  Reserves  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

PANAMA  ROUTE  POSTAL  BILL. 
The  Peinama  Ronto  Postal  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remain- 
ing stages  without  amendment. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  passed  through   all  its  zenuuning 
stages  without  amendment. 

MILITIA  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Militia  Acts  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
stages  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   REPBESENTATIVE8. 
Wednesday,  XOth  Sqotember,  186!.    • 


Supply- Bnapension  of  Standing  Orden— Katin 
Land  PurchaoB  Ordinance  Ainendment  BiU— 
Supply— Appropriation  BiU — Amendment!  by 
•Ij^alative  Council -Juries  BiU— Resident  lb. 
^strstes'  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill— Aooklud 
Waste  liands  Act  Amendment  BiU  (So.  S— Ssl* 


tor  Non-payment  of  Bates  Bill— NatiTe  Fcrpoia 
ippropnaaon  BiU  —  MUitta  Acts  Amenmwt 
BUl— Delegations  Continuance  Bill— Commence 


ment  of  Acta  BiU— Land  Be  venae  Appiopriatkia 
Act  Amendment  BUI  (So.  2)— PMty  Sesoaiis 
Courts  BUL       

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'docL 
Pbatebs. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Sop^j. 

IN  OOKXHTES. 
TaRAHAKI  C0VPBH3ATI0N. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That,  whereas  it  is  exft- 
dient  to  restore  the  Province  of  Tarsnaki  ad 
to  reinstate  the  inhabitants,  and  wheteta  tbt 
loss  suffered  by  the  settlers  of  TaranaM  amoanti 
to  the  sum  of  £191,000,  estimated  on  tlie  buii 
of  the  awanl  -made  by  the  Commissionei,  Hi. 
Sewell,  it  is  resolved  by  this  Committee  ftat 
the  sum  of  £200,000  ought  to  be  rused  I7  km 
repayable  with  interest  and  by  a  sinking  fnai, 
to  enable  the  Governor,  acting  with  tbe  adriee 
of  his  Responsible  Ministers,  to  reinstate  Ht 
said  Province  of  Taranaki  and  the  inhabitua 
thereof  in  such  manner  aa  may  insure  s  fiml 
and  complete  reinstatement  of  the  same:  tbe 
above  loan  to  be  raised  on  the  security  of  U» 
General  Government  of  the  colony,  bat  to  be 
a  special  charge  as  between  the  coloDy  aid 
Taranaki  on  the  revenues — land  and  otdiiui; 
— of  the  said  Province  of  Taranaki  as  at  iptaai 
bounded.  He  explained  the  means  by  wbick 
the  Committee  had  arrived  at  their  estimated 
the  amount  of  loss.  The  £25,000  already  fail 
on  Mr.  Sewell's  award  would  have  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  here  proposed. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  the  resolution  eniirel; 
met  the  view  of  the  Government,  with  the  a- 
oeption  perhaps  of  the  words  "  at  preset 
bounded,"  and  expressed  almost  exactly  «bil 
the  Government  had  already  decided  on.  Wi& 
respect  to  the  loan,  the  Government  had  R- 
solved  not  to  ask  at  present  for  a  million  as  at 
first  proposed.  He  should  still  like  to  see  that 
carried  out,  being  convinced  of  the  adrantagt 
of  it ;  but  it  would  be  remembered  that  tbe 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  stated  at  first  thst,ai 
it  was  intended  to  charge  the  interest  in  the 
Northern  Island,  the  Government  would  not 
press  it  against  the  wishes  of  the  memben  oi 
the  Northern  Island.  The  majoii^  of  Aa 
northern  members  he  now  found  prefeoei 
having  no  loan  raised  at  all  for  the  pnipoH, 
and  the  Middle  Island  members  objected  tolte 
raising  of  any  such  loan  btksed  on  the  leeflni^ 
of  the  general  revenue.  The  Oovenunent  {«• 
posed,  &erefore,  to  ask  for  only  half  a  miluoB, 
^d  include  in  that  this  £200,000  for  Twsitw 
compensation.  There  would  also  be  £150,000 
at  least  tat  Commissariat  advaaoes  whieb  tas 
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toSaeij  was  bound  in  honour  to  repay.  The 
hcnoorable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  had  proposed  to  pay  it  by  £90,000  a  year ; 
bat,  the  Boose  being  decided  on  a  very  ex- 
tmsiTe  steam  service,  there  wonld  not-  be  snf- 
fideat  revenue  left  for  that.  They  therefore 
fraposed  to  charge  it  on  the  loan,  the  re- 
mainder of  which  wonld  be  devoted  to  roads, 
Ao.,  with  the  consent  of  the  different  Provincial 
Goremments.  If  this  resolntion  was  passed  he 
jronld  lay  before  the  Hoase  to-morrow  a  Bill  to 
mise  £500,000  devoted  to  these  objects. 
.  Mr.  STAFFORD  heard  with  great  regret  the 
dsoision  come  to  by  the  Gk>Temment  with  re- 
gard to  this  loan,  and  he  was  surprised  at  the 
grounds  named  for  that  decision.  It  was  quite 
sew  to  bim  that  the  Middle  Island  menibers 
had  objected  to  the  loan,  as  stated  by  the 
honourable  member.  The  loan  as  origmally 
proposed  would  have  been  infinitely  more  ad- 
Tintageous  every  way  than  the  mere  payment 
of  liabilities  now  proposed — more  favourably 
raised  and  reproductive  in  itself.  He  could 
oot  but  look  on  this  change  as  a  p>roof  of 
divided  counsels  in  the  Cabmet,  and  it  went 
far  to  shake  the  confidence  which  he  had 
thought  he  might  place  in  it.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  induced  to  reconsider 
its  decision. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member,  who  had 
not  really  shown  the  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment which  they  had  expected.  He  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  had  stated  distinctly  from  the  firat  that  this 
propoeal  would  not  be  proceeded  with  except  by 
the  oensent  of  the  members  for  the  Northern  Is- 
Uuid,onwhich  it  was  to  be  charged.  The  honour- 
able member  was  placing  the  Government  in  a 
most  unfair  position  in  stating  that  he  would 
withdraw  his  confidence  in  the  Government  for 
doing  simply  what  they  had  stated  from  the 
fiist  they  should  do.  The  Government  had 
.reason  to  know  that  the  proposal  would  be  un- 
acceptable to  the  Wellington  members  and  to 
the  majority  of  the  Auckland  members,  and,  if 
■0,  it  could  not  have  done  otherwise  than  with- 
draw the  proposal.  Moreover  he  was  perfectly 
certain  that  the  constituencies  of  the  southern 
part  at  all  events  of  the  Middle  Island  would 
not  be  satisfied  to  have  their  revenue  made  the 
■ecority  for  this  loan. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  made  some  further  obser- 
vations. If  the  majority  of  the  northern  mem- 
bers were  totally  opposed  to  the  proposal,  the 
Government  were  quite  right  in  withdrawing 
it;  but  he  wonld  like  to  see  that  opposition 
placed  on  record. 

Mr.  WATT  thanked  the  Committee  for  the 
liberal  measures  they  proposed,  and  expressed 
his  gratification  at  Uie  comprehensive  nature 
of  the  examination  made  by  Mr.  Sewell ;  but, 
fiom  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  v^oh 
the  inquiry  was  made,  it  did  not  meet  the 
whole  of  the  losses,  and  the  amount  now  deter- 
mined on  must  not  be  considered  as  anything 
like  a  real  and  total  reimbursement  of  the 
settlers,  owing  to  the  length  of  time  over  which 
this  tHaiz  had  extended. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  leave  to  amend  the  motion 


by  inserting  the  words  "  a  sum  not  exceeding,"  ' 
instead  of  Uie  words  "  the  sum  of." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

EliSOTBIC  TSLI90BAPH8. 

Mr.  OARQILL  moved,  That  in  order  to- 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  public  service, 
and  of  the  various  private  interests  within  the 
colony,  it  is.  essential  that  electric  telegraph 
communication  be  established  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  between  the  severaliprovinces  and 
the  seat  of  Government.  That  the  Govern- 
ment be  recommended,  whenever  the  state  of 
the  public  revenues  will  permit,  to  take  the 
neoessaiT  steps  for  obtaining  the  construction 
of  such  lines  of  telegn^h  as  will-  accomplish 
the  above  purpose,  either  by  constructing  the 
same  at  the  public  expense,  or  by  granting  a 
guarantee  of  reasonable  miTiimnm  dividend  to 
private  parties  willing  to  undertake  the  work. 
That  this  House  will  sanction  the  exjjenditure- 
of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  discretion  may  incur  in  giving  efiecfe 
to  the  foregoing  resolutions.  He  remarked  that 
he  intended  this  merely  as  strengthening  the 
hands  of  the  Government  in  carrying  out  a- 
matter  which  he  knew  was  their  wish.  Elec- 
tric-telegraph communication  he  considered  a- 
matter  of  the  first  importance  in  New  Zealand, . 
and  it  would  be  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  of 
union  between  the  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  WARD  said  electric  telegraphs  were  now 
beginning  to  be  seriously  wanted — and  none 
'Could  be  more  ready  to  see  this  than  the  Go- 
vernment— for  connecting  the  different  Govern- 
ments of  the  provinces  and  bringing  them  into- 
communication  with  the  General  Government. 
Ministers  were  much  gratified  with  the  resolu- 
tion proposed,  accepted  it  fully,  and  thanked, 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  for  bringing 
it  forward. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  wanted  to  know  if  the 
Government  would  at  once  begin  to  carry  out 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  they  would  as  soon  as  the 
state  of  the  public  funds  would  permit. 

Mr.  MOORHOUSE  said  that  idiere  was  no- 
difficulty  in  this  matter,  and  if  the  Government 
would  favour  the  establishment  of  telegraphs 
by  the  Provincial  Governments,  and  leave  them 
the  revenues  derivable  therefrom,  he  would  put 
himself  into  communication  at  once  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Otago  for  the  erection  of  a^ 
line  of  telegraph  between  the  two  provinces. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  honourable 
member  might  rely  that  any  way  of  making  a 
stagrt  in  this  matter  would  receive  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FOX  remarked  that,  as  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs  the  telegraph  could  not  possibly 
be  carried  beyond  Wellmgton,  that  was  an. 
additional  reason  for  making  Wellington  the 
seat  of  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MaKTIAI,  of  NbW  ZKAIiAMD  Botaht. 

Dt.  MONRO  moved,  Th*t  a  respectful  address- 
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be  presented  to  His  ExceUency,  reqaestiug  him 
to.  recommend  to  this  House  to  mi^e  provision 
to  the  extent  of  £500  for  the  exi>ense8  attending 
'  the  publication  of  a  manual  of  New  Zealand 
botany.  The  honourable  member  made  a  few 
«zplanations  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  read 
the  following. memorandum  by  Dr.  Knight: — 

"  This  work  is  to  conta^  an  introduc- 
tion to  botany,  and  descriptions  of  New 
Zealand  plants,  together  with  the  ferns, 
mosses,  hepaticee,  and  lichens.  The  whole 
to  be  written  in  English,  and  to  include 
the  latest  discoveries.  The  work  might  come 
into  one  thick  volume,  to  be  sold  for  £1  10s., 
which  Dr.  Hooker  would  do  for  £300.  Dr. 
Hooker' would  pat  oS  the  flora  of  other  coum- 
tn«s  which  he  has  tmder  consideration  if  the 
<3overmnent  of  New  Zealand  would  decide 
early.  Mr.  Reeves  is  the  only  publisher  in 
Ijondon  who  would  undertake  the  publication 
at  all,  and  only  on  100  copies  being  guaranteed 
an  day  of  sale  at  retail  price.  The  total  cost 
of  the  work,  including  100  copies,  to  be  £4S0. 
It  is  also  proposed  that  the  work  should  be 
illustrated  by  a  folio  of  plates ;  but  this  would 
be  for  after-consideration,  and  would  neces- 
sarily be  a  work  of  time.  The  neighbouring 
colonies  have  reluctantly  been  compelled  to 
abandon  the  idea  of  publishing  plates  at  the 
same  time  as  the  letter-press.  It  may  be 
worthy  of  notice  that  Mr.  Bentham  is  at 
{wesent  at  work  on  the  Australian  flora,  for 
which  the  Australichn  colonies  gradt  him  £360 
pet  volume;  it  will  run  to  seven  or  eight 
volumes.  Drs.  Harvey  a2id  Sunder  are  busy  at 
the  Cape  Flora,  Oriesbach  at  the  West  India 
flora,  and  the  Ceylon  flora  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Thwaites.  If  the  proposed  New  Zealand 
flora  were  to  include  the  seaweeds  it  would' 
then  form  two  volumes,  and  the  additional  ex- 
penditure about  £100. 

"  Ceablics  Kkioht. 

"  3rd  September,  1862." 

Z^ogress  reported. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDEBS. 

Mt.  DOMETT  moved.  That  the  Standing 
Orders  relating  to  the  various  stages  in  passing 
of  Bills  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  and  the  orders  relating  to  the 
number  of  the  quorum  until  Saturday  next, 
inclusive. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
all  the  words  after  the  word  "  session  "  be  left 
out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OARLETON  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, to  omit  the  words  "for  the  remainder 
of  the  session,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  words 
"  until  Tuesday  next "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question,"  was 
i&egatived. 

Mr.  FOX  then  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  words  to  be  inserted  be  "  until  Satur- 
day next  inclusive." 

Mr.  Carleton's  amendment  negatived.' 

Mr.. Fox's  amendment  agreed  to. 
.  Motion,  as  amended,  agned  to. 
Dr.  Monro 


NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASE  OBDINAIiCB 
AMENDMENT  BILIi. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  the  second  reading  tt 
the  Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance  Araoad- 
ment  BUI,  said  the  House  had  passed  aa  Act 
altering  entirely  our  relations  with  the  Maoot 
wi^h  regard  to  the  purchase  of  their  lands,  ■• 
Act  abrogating  the  Queen's  right  to  pre-enm- 
tion,  and  authorizing  direct  purchase  oom  \£t 
Natives.  Whether  wat  would  become  law  was 
a  question  for  the  future ;  but  whether  it  sboold 
or  should  not  become  Iaw  was  a  matter  ia. 
different  to  the  Bill  which  he  now  introduoed.  . 
Honourable  members  must  be  well  aware  that 
nothing  .could  be  more  injurious  to  the  project 
of  restoring  peaceful  relations  with  the  NativM 
than  that  anything  of  the  nature  of  a  breadi  of 
faith  in  so  important  a  matter  as  the  ngbt  d 
disposing  of  their  own  waste  lands  should  aoM 
between  the  Government  of  the  colo&y  and  the 
Natives.  Those  who  were  acquainted  with  Xbt 
great  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  those  possessed 
of  capital  to  make  direct  purchases,  and  ths 
very  Uttle  regard  which  that  class  had  at  aU 
times  paid  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  cokoy 
forbiddung  transactions  with  the  Native  laiid% 
must  be  well  aware  that  not  many  hoars  wooU 
elapse,  or  rather,  perhaps,  not  an  hoar  would 
have  elapsed  since  the  House  passed  the  second 
reading,  or  even  -since  the  Bill  was  introduced, 
before  parties  would  be  engaged  in  end^vour- 
ing  to  negotiate  with  the  Natives'  for  the  pur- 
chase and  leasing  of  their  lands ;  and  thsM 
transactions  would  go  on  at  an  aoceletated 
rate  tiU  it  was  known  whether  Her  Majes^ 
assented  to  the  Act  or  not.  Should  i  fee 
assented  to,  it  must  be  eighteen  naonths,  at  lO 
events,  before  any  single  Native  woold  be  in  a 
position  to  negotiate  with  a  pnroluLser  for  tkt 
sale  of  the  land  tmder  the  provisions  of  tha 
Act.  But,  suppose  the  Act  should  not  becoiBS 
law,  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  "^iniTa  g( 
the  Natives  if,  after  having  entered  into  a 
variety  of  negotiations,  agreements,  Ac,  aad 
completed  transactions  for  the  dispos^  of  ftoz 
lands,  they  should  be  told  by  the  highdrt 
authority  in  the  ooontry  that  -what  they  bai 
been  told  was  the  law  by  swarms  of  persons  dsr- 
ihg  the  last  twelve  months.  Her  Majmty  i$i 
refused  to  assent  to,  and  all  those  bai;(^ins«an 
void  ?  But,  even  if  the  Act  should  oome  iats 
operation  after  the  lapse  of  such  a  period  as  ht 
had  mentioned,  we  snould  probably  find  tfaitt 
in  the  meamtime,  this  state  of  things  had  gtowa 
up :  Parties  had  commenced  negotiations  in- 
mediately  for  the  purchase  of  particular  Uoeki, 
who  would  be  followed  by  others  who,  chinkir^ 
heavier  money-bags,  would  have  induced  tb* 
Natives  to  repudiate  their  first  bargains,  and 
enter  iiito  fresb  negotiations  for  the  same  laod. 
Some  honourable  members  would  say,  petha{% 
that  the  Natives  had  never  been  goil^  of  sock 
conduct.  He  might,  if  he  chose,  adduce  tzanfr 
actions  in  which  the  Nafives'had  so  repudiate! 
their  just  bargains;  but,  at  all  events,  it  mi^st 
be  made  to  appear  to  the  Natives  a  laiz  tcaa*- 
Action  by  promising  to  pay  off  the  first  pwr^ 
This  would  go  on  for  eighteen  months,  oral 
iheta  wonld  be  a  sedes  of  layws  of  nego- 
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-tiatioDS,  one  on  the  top  of  the  other,  for  the 
■uos  l&nds ;  and  what  would  be  the  state  into 
vfaioh  the  oonntzy  wonld  be  plunged,  whether 
the  Act  were  assented  to  or  not?    He  tnight  be 
told  tiiat  the  Native  Land  Pnrchase  Ordinance 
met  the  neoessilies  of  the  case,  and  therefore 
It  wai  only  necessary  to  leave  the  law  as  it 
stood.    The  first  clause  of  that  ordinance  did, 
nndoubtedly,  prescribe  penalties  for  the  illegal 
trafficking  with  the  Natives  for  their  lands ; 
bat  the  House  and  the  country  were  well  aware 
tiiat  that  Act  had  been  almost  inoperative,  and, 
instead  of  being  a  safeguard  against  this  state 
of  things,  might  be,  and  would  be,  treated  as 
waste  paper.    One  port  of  this  Act  was  to  make 
tiie  penalties  for  this  offence  or  a  higher  oha- 
laeter.    A  man  would  chance  the  imposition  of 
a  reduced  fine,  bearing  no  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  transaction.      But,   if    the 
penalty  were  of  a  character  which  subjected 
the  puty  to  fine  and  imprisonment  upon  con- 
viction in  the  Supreme  Court,  that  would  have 
its  effect.     He  apprehended  honourable  mem- 
bers "  going  in  for  a  slice  "  would  think  twice 
before  entering  into  these  negotiations  with 
the  prospects  of  a  conviction  for  misdemeanour, 
and  a  heavy  fine  and  imprisonment  for,  per- 
haps^ seven  yeark.    But  even  that  penalty  would 
not  be  sufficient  unless  they  altered  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  clause,  which  provided  that 
prosecutions  wqre  only  to  be  instituted  by  the 
Sunreyor-Oeneral,  or  persons  duly  appointed  for 
that  purpose.    No  Oovemment  would  take  upon 
itself  the  responsibility  of  going  to  war  with  a 
whole  township,  as  that  provision  would  re- 
quire if  strictly  carried  out;  and  it  had  not 
Men  found  desirable  to  put  the  law  in  force 
through  the  medium  of  an  officer  appointed  by 
the  Government.    The  Act  that  he  proposed, 
therefore,  followed  the  precedent  of  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland 
some  years  ago,  which,  so  far  as  that  province 
was  concerned,  got  rid  of  this  clause,  and  made 
it  open  to  any  person  to  institute  a  prosecution 
for  offences  against  the  ordinance.     With  this 
provision,  he  thought  the  House  wonld  be  doing 
all  that  the  law  could  to  prevent  a  very  in- 
jurious state  of  things — so  serious,  in  fact,  that 
he  was  astonished  that  the  Ministry  should  not 
themselves  have  taken  some  steps  in  this  direc- 
tion at  the  time  when  they  mtroduced  the 
Native  Lands  Bill.    It  must  be  obvious  to  all 
that  a  state  of  land-sharking  wonld  be  quite 
certain  to  commence  in  a  few  days  which  had 
never  yet  been  approached  in  magnitude;   a 
large  portion  of  the  population  would  be  apply- 
ing every  energy  to  the  purchase  of  land  to 
the  utmoet  extent  of  their  purse — nay,  further, 
borrowing  money  for  it,  and  pledging  their  very 
beds,  as  was  done  in  the  time  of  Fitzroy'g 
Proclamation :  a  state  of  things  which  the  Oo- 
vemment ought  not  to  suffer  if  they  could,  by 
any  possibUi^,  prevent  it.    He  would  be  glad 
to  agree  to  any  more  operative  plan  the  Oovem- 
ment might  propose ;   but  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  do  something,  for  he.  looked  with 
serious  apprehension  on  what  the  results  might 
be  in  the  next  eighteen  months  from  the  action 
of  individuals  xelying  on  the  Native  Lands  Bill 


becoming  law.  He  therefore  implorad  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  htm  their  assistane*  in  passing 
this  measure  through  the  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  admitted  that  there 
was  a  danger  from  nnlicensed  traffic  with  the 
Natives,  and  if  tmy  way  had  been  proposed  by 
which  a  check  could  be  put  to  it  short  of  doing 
a  very  great  injustice  and  hardship  to  a  very 
large  number  of  people  the  Oovemment  would 
have  been  very  glad  to  have  given  it  their  very 
favourable  oonsideration.  But  the  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  proceeded  was  one  whion  ap- 
peared to  him  at  variance  with  principles  of 
justice  and  fairness,  and  wonld  not  attain  the 
end  which  his  honourable  friend,,  the  mover, 
proposed.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Ordinance  a  large  number  of  persons  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  making  treaties  with  the 
Natives  in  opposition  to  its  provisions,  and  had 
attained  holdings  in  the  country  to  a  very  con- 
siderable  extent,  and  nothing  had  been  done  to- 
punish  them,  so  that  those  who  had  desired  to 
obey  the  law  were  worse  off.  To  make  all  in- 
fractions of  this  law  strictly  penal  now  wonld 
do  a  great  injustice  unless  the  House  was  pre- 
pared to  apply  the  same  rule  to  those  who  were 
the  actual  occupants  of  Native  laud  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  All  honourable  members  must  be 
well  aware  that  it  was  no  easy  matterta effect, 
treaties  with  the  Natives  for  land,  and,  although 
the  Government  was  well  aware  there  woald  be- 
some  land-sharkingi  yet  he  believed  the  diffi- 
culties before  the  ascertainment  of  title  wonld 
be  so  great  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
material  danger  of  this  wonld  ever  occur.  Batt 
for  reasons  of  policy,  it  was  better  not  to  pass 
such  a  measure  as  this.  The  first  direction,  he- 
believed,  to  which  the  Native  mind  would  be 
turned  would  be  to  obtaining  some  kind  of 
survey  of  their  lands.  Supposing  there  might 
be  difficulty  in  England  in  the  affirmation  of 
this  Bill,  he  apprehended  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  on  the  part 'of  the  Legislature  in 
authorizing  the  Oovemment  to  take  the  follow- 
ing course :  He  proposed  to  take  advantage  of 
the  feeling  which  would  be  created  in  tdie  Na- 
tive mind  to  commence  the  survey  of  several-  . 
blocks  of  Native  lands  where,  for  the  past  few 
years,  the  Natives  had  earnestly  requested  him: 
to  assist  in  laying  oat  their  boundaries,  al- 
though, of  course,  be  intended  to  uqe  every 
■feffort  in  his  power  to  prevent  them  from  enter- 
ing in  the  meantime  into  any  treaty  for  the  sale- 
of  their  lands.  Individuals,  moreover,  wonld 
be  doing  a  great  public  benefit  if  they  advanced 
money  to  the  Natives  for  the  purpose  of  having, 
their  lands  surveyed.  He  apprehended  there 
would  be  no  further  objection  raised  by  the- 
Crown  to  the  acquisition  of  Native  territory  by 
individuals,'  for  a  man  would  bo  perfectly  well 
aware  that  it  would  be  vain  for  him  to  dealt 
with' myths  of  Native  boundaries,  and  would  see 
that,  without  a  proper  survey,  his  money  wouldi 
be  wasted.  T|ie  whole  tendency  of  the  Native- 
Lands  Bill  would  be  towards  that  which  would 
be  productive  of  great  public  advancement — 
namely,  the  commencement  of  surveys  of  Na- 
tive lands.  On  these  two  grounds,  therefore — 
first,  that  it  is  not  fair  to  put  those  who  had 
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broken  the  law  by  the  oocnpation  of  Native 
lands  in  a  position  infinitely  better  than  those 
who  had  teirained  from  breaking  the  law,  but 
desired,  now  that  the  law  was  changed,  to  take 
some  advantage  of  it ;  and,  secondly,  that  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Natives  to  obtain 
advances  of  capital  for  surveying  their  lands :  a 
transaction  not  illegal  at  the  present  time,  bnt 
which  might  be  held  to  come  within  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  Bill  if  information  were  laid  by 
common  informers — on  these  two  grounds  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  not  press 
the  Bill,  but  trust  to  the  Government  to  do 
their  best  to  check  anything  that  would  lead  to 
the  slightest  risk  hereafter. 

Mr.  COLENSO  did  not  see  any  real  amend- 
ment of  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance 
except  in  the  3rd  clause.  The  2nd  clause 
would  be  totally  inoperative  in  Hawke's  Bay. 
All  the  cases  taken  up  for  prosecution  at 
Hawke's  Bay  two  years  ago  were  so  plain  that 
it  was  the  wonder  of  all  that  convictions  could 
not  be  obtained.  The  feeling  created  by  the 
Native  Lands  Bill  would,  he  believed,  be  a 
good  one,  and  naturally  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  have  a  very  injurious  eSeot.  He  did  not 
believe  that  in  Hawke's  Bay  or  in  the  country 
from  thence  to  the  East  Cape  there  oould  be 
any  land-sharking.  For  years  to  come  there 
would  be  difficulty  in  getting  any  land  there, 
though  the  Natives  would  lease  it.  The  choicest 
lands,  in  fact,  were  gone,  and  the  Natives  in 
that  district  were  getting  £4,000  a  year  rent. 
He  could  not  support  the  Bill,  as  it  would  un- 
settle the  Native  mind,  and  the  old  sinners  who 
had  occupied  the  best  of  the  land  would  escape. 

Mr.  CARLETON  thought  this  Bill,  with 
-certain  amendments,  might  relieve  us  of  some 
difficulties  that  might  arise  between  the  pre- 
sent time  and  that  of  thq  Native  Lands  Act 
coming  into  operation.  But  he  had  a  difficulty 
in  voting  for  this  Bill,  because  he  believed  the 
Native  Land  Purchase-Ordinance  was  repugnant 
to  the  British  law,  and  was,  in  fact,  not  law  at 
this  moment.  Further,  that  law  was  one  made 
on  purpose  to  be  broken.  The  community  had 
been  trained  up  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  infraction  of  the  law.  The  only  effectual 
cure  for  thfit  Act  was  to  repeal  it  altogether; 
but,  if  it  were  to  be  continued,  let  it  be 
amend^  so  far  as  to  act  fairly  on  all.  Let 
it  have  a  retrospective  effect  so.  far  as  that 
breaches  of  the  law  now  going  on  should  no 
longer  continue.  Let  eome  special  officer  be 
appointed  who  should  be  held  responsible  for 
•«niorcing  the  law  in  every  case.  Unless  the 
honourable  member  was  prepared  to  introduce 
some  effective  provision  of  the  kind  be  should 
not  support  it,  but  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
repealing  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Ordinance 
itself. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  thought  the  re- 
marks of  the  Native  Minister  with  reference  to 
the  survey  of  Native  lands  would  have  a  very 
■mischievous  effect  in  giving  rise  to  the  dangerous 
state  of  things  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Bangitikei ;  for,  if  those  transac- 
tions took  place,  he  could  not  but  look  forward 
Xo  a  crop  of  daims  and  private-grievance  peti- 
Ur.  DiUon  Bell 


tions  brought  before  this  House  that  mnSi 
rather  astonish  it.  And,  if  the  Queen's  imriil 
was  not  given  to  the  Bill,  nothing  could  be  aid, 
after  the  observations  made  by  the  Katin 
Minister  against  those  who  had  made  thess 
kind  of  advances,  if  they  oaine  to  the  Boast 
and  asked  it  to  pay  back  to  them  the  nunej  a» 
advanced. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— What  is  thrae  illegil 
in  Natives  borrowing  money  to  survey  lan^? 
'  Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said  the  hononr- 
able  member  had  encouraged  people  to  advance 
money  for  the  survey  of  lajid — the  lands  vhidi 
they  intended  to  buy  if  the  Act  werepaand. 
He  questioned  if  any  one  would  advance  imoey 
for  the  survey  if  he  did  not  trust  to  be  «iilt 
to  buy  the  huid.  He  did  not  say  the  Hom 
Would  make  this  compensation,  but  he  could 
not  see  how  the  Gk>vemment  oranyhonoombie 
gentleman  could  stand  np  and  say  tbiU  ^ 
would  not  accede  to  such  claims ;  and  tblt 
they  would  be  made  he  had  not  the  eli^iteit 
shaidow  of  a  doubt.  He  was  aware  there  wen 
already  large  stmis  of  money  intrusted  to  cer- 
tain persons  for  the  purchase  pf  lands  in  tlu 
Wakatane  and  other  districts ;  and,  if  6aj 
believed,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Oono- 
ment,  that  they .  were  safe  in  going  on  «i& 
these  purchases,  any  disappointment  uiong 
hereafter  from  the  disallowance  of  the  Bill  Ike 
colony  would  be  liable  for.  He  was  tbuUel 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  iec 
bringing  the  case  before  the  House  in  ti» 
manner  in  which  he  had  dixie ;  and  he  tnuiei 
that  the  House  would  pause  before  they  n- 
jeoted  the  measure,  and  wonld,  as  far  as  th^ 
were  able,  put  a  stop  to  a  system,  wfaicb,  ii 
left  unchecked,  must  lead  to  difficulties,  sod 
put  them  into  the  position  of  having  to  o(u- 
pensate  persons  who  had  prematurely  admieed 
money  for  surveys  on  the  authority  o<  On 
Government.  The  effect  of  Uie  rejectianci 
this  Bill  would  be  to  give  encouragement  i> 
persons  to  proceed  with  those  transactions,  ud 
would  be  fraught  with  mischief  and  dugs  t) 
the  country. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  objected  to  pMOSg  t 
Bill  of  this  sort  without  having  previoadj 
settled  the  amendments  in  the  original  Bill— 
the  Native  Lands  Bill— and  he  called  on  the 
honourable  the  mover  to  postpone  the  diatio- 
sion  tiU  after  the  consideration  of  those  ameod- 
ments.  Failing  that,  he  should  be  obliged  ti 
vote  agtkinst  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that,  if  any  law  evercami 
imder  the  category  of  class  legislation,  thil 
would  be  one ;  and  the  fact  of  its  impoang  s 
penalty  on  one  party  and  letting  another,  nun 
guilty,  go  free  would  be  sufficient  to  lead  boi 
_to  vote  against  it.  The  only  compensatioQ 
which  would  be  given  to  any  one  on  taA 
grounds  as  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mai- 
ber  for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  John  William- 
son) would  be  the  old  verdict  of  "  Serve  bin 
right." 

Mr.  J.  C,  RICHMOND  considered  the  Bitt 
would  be  totally  inoperative,  because  then 
Would  be  no,  possibility  of  proving  oocnpatico, 
&o. ;  but  it  would  raise  very  disa^preeable  htigk- 
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tun  and  impleasimt  feeling,  and  it  came,  trn- 
ioitanately,  at  a  time  when  their  aim  had  been 
to  iritiidiaw  from  the  Statute  Book  the  penal- 
ties on  the  purchase  and  occupation  of  Native 
Juids.  The  opinion  of  the  coontiy  was  that 
it  was  not  s  ciime  to  purchase  Itind  from  the 
Katives,  as  this  Bill  woald  make  it. 

Ur.  BBANDOK  thought  such  an  Act  neces- 
sary, and  he  should  vote  for  it,  if  only  to  assist 
one  of  the  clauses  in  the  Native  Laiids  Bill — 
namely,  the  clause  making  absolutely  void 
«very  contract,  promise,  or  engagement  with 
legaid  to  Native  lands  entered  into  before  the 
Act  should  come  into  operation.  Now,  they 
all  knew  that  clause  must  be  perfectly  useless 
and  a  perfect  sham  from  their  experience  of 
nhat  had  taken  place  in  contravention  of  the 
Native  Lands  Purchase  Ordinance.  This  Bill 
was  introduced  to  give  more  effect  to  that 
clause,  and  to  prevent  farther  violations  of  that 
ordinance. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  did  not  consider 
"half  a  loaf  better  than  no  bread."  He  (Mr. 
Fax)  thought  that,  if  they  could  not  get  as 
much  as  they  wanted,  they  should  take  what 
they  could  get.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  knew  as  well  as  he  did  that 
to  enforce  the  law  in  past  cases  would  be  im- 
possible, things  having  gone  so  far  with  the 
acquiescence  of  the  Oovemment ;  but  was  that 
any  reason  why  they  should  not  prevent  for  the 
fature  the  springing-up  of  a  nucleus  of  land- 
sharks  given  birth  to  hy  recent  legislation  of 
this  House  ?  He  thought  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  force  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  John  Wil- 
liamson). After  what  had  been  said  by  the 
Native  Minister,  encouraging  the  people  to 
advance  money  for  the  survey  of  Native  lands 
— a  thing  which  would  be  done  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, except  where  the  party  had  entered 
into  negotiations  for  the  purchase' of  land — ^if 
.the  Native  Lands  Act  fell  through,  surely  those 
persons  had  a  right  to  compensation  for  their 
losses  in  transactions  encouraged  by  the  Native 
Minister.  If,  witbiii  the  next  eighteen  months, 
.they  allowed  these  transactions  in  defiance  of 
existing  law — even  should  this  not  be  passed — 
th^y  would  certainly  leave  it  open  for  parties 
engaged  in  them  to  come  forward  and  say, 
"  Yon  have  allowed  us  to  expend  money  which 
we  cannot  recover;"  and  they  would  stand 
before  this  House  in  as  good  a  position  for 
compensation  as  many  others  who  had  obtained 
it.  He  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  divide  the 
House  on  this  Bill,  though  he  believed '  he 
should  not  have  many  on  his  side;  because 
there  were  many  honourable  members  inter- 
ested in  and  pledged  to  support  these  transac-. 
tions — "  on  the  part  of  their  constituents,"  of 
coatse. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  rose  in  explanation  to 
remove  any  misunderstanding  that  might  exist 
as  to  what  he  had  said.  He  had  never  stated 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  en- 
courage amy  land -sharking,  or  to  encourage 
that  Innd  of  transaction  to  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  West  had  re- 


ferred. But  what  he  said  then  he  said  now — 
there  was  nothing  in  the  world  to  prevent  Na- 
tives at  the  present  moment  borrowing  any 
amount  of  money  they  pleased  for  the  survey  of 
their  lands.  There  was  no  illegality  in  th^ 
and  the  honourable  member  was  just  as  much 
mistaken  in  saying  that,  from  anything  he  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  had  said,  parties  who  advanced 
money  would  have  a  right,  if  the  Native  Lands 
Bill  were  disallowed,  to  come  to  the  House  for 
compensation,  any  more  than  they  would  if 
they  gave  the  Natives  credit  for  anything  else 
and  could  not  get  paid.  He  said  it  would  be  a 
public  advantage  that  the  Government  should 
do  everything  it  could  to  encourage  the  survey 
of  Native  lands ;  and  if  the  result  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fact  that  it  was  probable  that  the 
restrictions  on  obtaining  Native  lands  were 
about  to  be  withdrawn  were  to  enable  Native 
lands  to  be  extensively  surveyed,  he  thought' it 
was  a  thing  to  which  the  Government  ought  to 
be  glad  to  give  a  gieat  amount  of  encouragement ; 
and  he  had  said  he  should  be  prepared,  on  the 
strength  of  a  clause  in  the  Native  Lands  Act' 
itself,  to  recommend  the  expenditure  of  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  survey  of  lands  the  owners  of 
which  had  long  been  asking  him  to  do  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  also  wished  to 
explain.  He  had  understood  the  honourable 
member  to  say  that  he  considered  it  was  de- 
sirable that  surveys  of  Native  lands  should  be 
proceeded  with,  and  that  he  would  be  sorry  to 
throw  any  discouragement  in  the  way  of  pri- 
vate individuals  making  advances  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  what  ho  (Mr.  Williamson)  had  said 
was  that  those  expressions  would  encourage 
persons  to  proceed  in  that  way,  and  that,  in  ^e 
event  of  the  Natives  being  unable  to  sell  them 
those  lands  afterwards  in  consequence  of  the 
Bill  not  being  assented  to,  those  parties  would 
be  justified,  from  the  encouraging  words  uttered 
by  the  Native  Minister,  in  coming  to  the  House 
for  compensation,  and  he  could  not  see  how 
the  House  could  refuse  it. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  10. 
Brandon  Jollie  Williamson.Jno. 

Carter  Munro,  J. 

Featherston      O'Rorke  Teller. 

Pitzherbert       Taylor,  W.W.   Pox. 


Noes,  21. 

Atkinson 

Mason                Ward 

OargiU 

Carleton 

Moorhouse         Watt 

Nixon                Williamson,  Jaa 

Oolenso 

Richmond,  A.  J.Wilson 

Cooksou 

Richmond,  J.  C.Wood. 

Curtis 

Russell                      Teller. 

Domett 

Saunders           Bell. 

Graham, 

G. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion 

negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
Some  resolutions  previously  adopted  id  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  Were  reported  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 
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APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  seoond 
^me,  ana  considered  in  Oommittee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

'  AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  adopted  by 
the  House :  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  Steam 
Navigation  Bill,  Marine  Boards  Bill,  Crown 
Lands  Bill,  Qoldfields  BiU. 

.  JURIES  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the   Juries   BiU   was   adopted  by 
the  House,  and  the  BiU  read  a  third  tune  and 


RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  receiving 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension Bill, 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  moved  the  insertion  of 
the  foUowing  clause:  "And  whereas  certain 
judgments  have  been  obtained,  and  may  be 
obtained,  in  District  Courts  under  'The  Dis- 
trict Courts  Act,  1858,'  which  cannot  be  «)- 
forced  by  reason  of  such  Courts,  or  the  operation 
thereof,  having  been  suspended  or  abolished,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  Resident  Magistrate  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  within  any  part  of  the  district 
comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  the  District 
Court  which,  or  the  operation  of  which,  may  have 
bAn  abolished  or  suspended,  on  receiving  a  copy 
of  such  judgment,  certified  under  the  hand  of 
the  late  Judge  or  Clerk  of  the  District  Court  in 
which  such  judgment  shall  have  been  given, 
and  aq  affidavit  that  the  sajne  has  not  been 
satisfied,  to  issue  a  distress  or  execution,  and 
order  such  proceedings  therein  to  enforce  satis- 
faction of  such  judgment  as  if  such  judgment 
had  been  originally  obtained  in  his  own  Court." 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  the  Government  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  the 
clause. 

'Motion  agreed  to. 

Report  cidopted,  and  the  BiU  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  (No.  2). 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Auokland  Waste  Lands  Act 
Amendment  BiU  (No.  2)  was  adopted  by  ithe 
House,  and  the  BUI  read  a  thi^  time  and 
passed. 

SALE  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OP  RATES 
BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  Sale  for  Non-payment  of 
Bates  BUI, 

The  following  clause  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BRANDON,  added  to  the  BUI  :•"  In  case 


there  shaU  be  at  the  time  of  the  passisg  ofOiit 
Act  any  rate,  assessment,  or  liability  hewtofaa 
unpaid  upon  any  land,  or  the  owner  of  any 
land,  for  which  judgment  shaU  have  been  re- 
covered in  any  Court  of  competent  jorisdieiian, 
or  if  the  owher  of  such  laod  shall  not  it  tiit 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  be  within  the 
colony,  then,  either  with  or  withoot  neh 
judgment,  a  memorial  in  respect  of  any  nub 
arrears  may  immediately  be  registered  imte 
this  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act  m 
regards  the  sale  of  land  shall  be  applicaUa  t» 
every  such  case,  excepting  that  such  sale  juij 
take  place  after  the  liaj>se  of  a  period  of  thne 
months  instead  of  a  period  of  six  monUis." 

Report  adopted,  and  the  Bill  read  a  Udd 
time  and  passed. 

NATIVE  PURPOSES  APPBOPBUTIOH 
BILL. 

The  Native  Purposes  Approprii^on  Bill  to 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through  si]  itt 
remaining  stages  with  amendments. 

MILITIA  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL 
The  Militia  Acts  Amendment  BiU  was  iftda 
first  time,' and  passed  through  aU  its  temuniiii 
stages  with  certeun  amendments. 

DELEGATIONS  CONTINUANCE  BILL 
The  Delegations  Continuance  BUI  was  mi 
a  second  time,  and  passed    throu^  all  iti 
remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTS  BILL 
The  Commencement  of  Aots  BiU  was  na^  t 
second  time,  and  passed  through  aU  it>  it 
maining  stages  with  certain  amendments 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRUTION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BLLL  qSo.  2). 
The  Land  Revenue  Appropriation  Act  AmaJ- 
ment  Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  lad 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages  witk 
certain  amendments. 

PETTY  SESSIONS  COURTS  BILL. 
The  Petty  Sessions  Courts  BiU  was  leei » 
seoond  time,  and  passed  through  aU  iti  ■*■ 
meaning  stages  with  certeun  skmendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  iw 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  11th  September,  186S. 


Koyal  Proiogatlvo-Civil  List  BUI— Nativa  fm^ 
AppropriatioD  BUI— Amendments  by  Homib 
BepieeentativaB-Beeldent  iSaeH^imtaf  JiiiM» 
tion  Eitensidn  BUI— Bale  lor  Non-pajnwit « 
Bates  BUI-Flrst  Beading— AddreM  to  H«  »; 
jeety— Native  Clroult  Courts  Act  Amendnwmwu 
— ADOkland  Waste  Ijaods  Act  Amenaman  nu 
(No.  3).  

The  Hon.  the  Sfeazeb  took  the  oh«r  at  t*» 
o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1862.] 


Address  to 


[COUNCIL.] 


Her  Majesty. 


705 


BOYAL  PREKOGATTVE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  That  in  the 
onmion  of  this  Council  it  is  desirable  that  steps 
ihonld  be  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  any  doubt  which  may  exist  as 
to  whether  the  power  conferred  in  the  year  1853 
by  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey  on  Super- 
intendents of  provinces  to  remit  sentences  of 
imprisonment  for  brief  periods  continues  in 
force  at  the  present  time ;  and  again  referred  to 
the  case  of  Newry  versus  Atcheson. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  concurred  in  the 
naolution.  It  was  desirable  that  any  doubts 
on  this  subject  should  be  set  at  rest.  He  would 
himself  second  the  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  said  the  Govem- 
ment  would  take  steps  for  removing  any  doubt 
that  might  yet  remain. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  UST  BILL. 
The  Civil  List  Bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  through  aJl  its  remaining  stages  without 
amendment. 

NATIVE  PURPOSES  APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

The  Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Bill  wtw 
read  a  first  time,  and  passed  through  all  its 
remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  HOUSE  OP  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  the  following  Bills  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Council :  ^Militia  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  Juries  Bill,  Commencement  of  Acts  Bill. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
It  wtks  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension'  Bill ; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sowell,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancred  be  Managers  of 
such  Conference  on  behalf  of  this  CouncU. 

SALE  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OP  RATES 

BILL. 
It  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Conference  be  re- 
quested with  the  Houso  of  Representatives  on 
the  subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Sale  for 
Non-payment  of  Rates  Bill ;  aiul  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Tancred  be  Managers  of  such  Conference  on 
behalf  of  this  Council. 

FIRST  READING. 
Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  following  address : — 
Most  Gbacious  Sovereign, — 

We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  bubjccts,  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  New  Zealand,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  pray  your  Majesty's  gracious  oon- 
1862— en 


sideration  to  the  existing  condition  of  yonr 
Majesty's  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the 
course  of  policy  with  regard  to  it  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  by  your  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

We  learn  by  a  despatch  from  his  Grace, 
dated  the  26th  of  Ma^,  1862,  that  your  Majesty's 
Oovemment,  recogmzing  that  the  government 
of  the  Maori  or  Native  race  by  your  Majesty's 
Colonial  Office  has, failed,  is  now  desirous  to 
transfer  this  duty  to  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand,  and  we  also'  understand  from  that 
document  that  it  is  proposed  at  a  very  early 
date  to  impose  upon  the  colonists  nearly  the 
whole  burden  and  responsibility  of  this  im- 
portant task. 

We  do  not  qnestion  the  failure  of  the  system 
of  government  hitherto  adopted,  nor  the 
calamities  for  both  races  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  colony  of  which  that  failure 
has  been  productive ;  but  we  humbly  submit 
that  it  is  a  failure  for  which  the  colonists  are 
in  no  way  responsible. 

The  system  of  government  maintained  up  to 
the  present  time  was  established  in  th'e  year 
1866  by  your  Majesty's  representative  in  the 
colony,  was  formally  sanctioned  by  yonr 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
and  has  been  acquiesced  in,  not  without  re- 
luctance, by  both  Houses  of  the  New  Zeidand 
Parliament.  Under  that  system  the  colonists 
have  been  prevented  from  exercising  any  real 
control  over  the  management  of  Native  affairs, 
and  any  efforts  made  by  them  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  Maori  race  have  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  system  been  rendered  comparatively 
fruitless.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fact  we 
desire  to  cite  the  disallowance  by  the  Colonial 
Office  of  an  important  meeisure,  passed  by  both 
Honses  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament,  affect- 
ing the  territorial  rights  of  the  Maoris,  and 
from  which  we  had  anticipated  very  beneficial 
results.  We  might  cite  other  cases  of  a  similar 
character. 

The  result,  therefore,  of  the  policy  pursued 
towards  the  Natives  of  New  Zealand,  including 
in  that  result  the  war  which  has  desolated  a 
portion  of  the  colony,  is  one  the  burden  and 
responsibility  of  which  ought  in  fairness  to  rest, 
not  upon  the  colonists,  but  upon  your  Majesty's 
Government. 

It  is  consequently  with  surprise  and  regret 
that  we  find  yonr  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  despatch  above  mentioned,  alludes  to  the 
war  as  one  between  the  settlers  and  the  Maoris. 
We  desire  earnestly  to  repudiate  the  charge 
involved  in  this  statement,  and  to  point  out 
that  hostilities  were  commenced  and  carried 
on  by  your  Majesty's  representative  at  a  time 
when  ho  was  solely  accountable  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  when  the  Legislature  of  the 
colony  had  no  control  over  his  actions  in  thi 
respect. 

We  would  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty 
that  the  present  is  not  the  time  at  which  the 
government  of  the  Maoris  can  with  justice  to 
either  race  be  transferred  to  the  colonists. 

When  peace,  tranquiUity,  and  the  authority 
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of  the  law  shall  have  been  le-established 
throughout  the  colony,  it  may  be  a  wise, 
prudent,  and  just  measnie  to  intrust  the  poweis 
and  rcsponBibilities  of  your  Majesty's  down,  in 
regard  lo  the  government  of  the  Maori  laoe  to 
the  ordinary  Government  of  the  colony ;  and 
«t  such  a  time  the  colonists  will  be  prepeured 
to  discharge  to  the  best  of  theit  ability  the 
burden  and  responsibilities  which  may  fairly 
rest  upon  them  in  the  discharge  of  so  important 
a  task. 

But  to  effect  Buch  a  change  at  a  period  when 
a  large  portion  of  the  Natives  have  distinctly 
refused  any  recognition  of  your  Majesty's 
authority,  when  insurgent  Maoris  hold  posses- 
sion, by  alleged  right  of  conquest,  of  a  portion 
of  your  Majesty's  territory  in  New  Zealand, 
when  the  result  of  the  late  war  has  failed  to 
produce  on  the  minds  of  the  Natives  any  con- 
viction of  the  superiority  of  British  arms,  and 
when  the  task  of  educating,  civilizing,  and 
.governing  the  Native  race  has,  owing  to  the 
above  and  other  circumstanoes,  been  rendered 
one  altogether  beyond  the  resources  of  a  young 
and  struggling  colony,  would,  in  our  opinion, 
be  imfair  to  the  colonists  and  productive  of 
ruinous  consequences  to  the  Maoris. 

We  desire  to  express  our  deep  regret  that 
your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  considers  the 
-colonists  of  New  Zealiuad  have  manifested  a 
disinclination  to  make  such  sacrifices  as  might 
fairly  be  expected  from  them  in  defence  of  their 
own  lives  and  properties  and  in  the  maintenance 
of  your  Majesty's  authority.  We  conceive  that 
liis  Grace  would  not  have  expressed  such  an 
opinion  if  he  had  been  able  to  realize  the 
extent  of  the  losses  involved  in  the  ruin  of  a 
once  flourishing  province,  for  which  compensa- 
tion is  claimed  from  the  New  Zealand  Parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  the  proportion  which  the  other 
expenses  of  the  war  actually  thrown  upon  the 
colonistB  bear  to  the  population  and  property 
of  the  colony.  We  desire  to  assure  your 
Majesty  that  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand 
will  ever  be  ready  to  bear  their  fair  share  of 
the  burdens  of  the  State,  and  to  contribute  to 
the  extent  of  their  means  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  authoritry  of  your  Majesty's  Crown,  But 
we  submit  that  to  impose  upon  them  at  a  time 
of  peculiar  difficulty  and  trial  a  large  increase 
of  the  burdens  which  they  have  hitherto  bome 
would  be  an  act  of  impolicy  and  injustice,  to 
which,  on  consideration  of  this  humble  address, 
we  earnestly  hope  that  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  prepared  to  assent. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUSSELL.— Sir,  as  the 
proposed  address,  though  nominally  to  Her 
Majesty,  is  in  effect  a  complaint  against  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  made  to  himself,  and  there- 
fore sure  to  be  productive  of  irritation  to  ti'm 
and  of  no  good  to  the  colony,  I  beg  to  move. 
That  it  is  not  expedient  the  address  to  Her 
Majesty  now  before  the  Council  be  adopted; 
and,  if  that  be  carried,  shall  move  That,  the  fol- 
lowing address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
be  su^tituted :  "  We,  the  Legislative  Cormoil  of 
New  Zealand,  desire  to  express  our  satisfaction 
that  it  has  pleased  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secie- 
-tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  propose  that 
Hon.  Mr.  Tancred 


the  future  government  of  the  Natives  of  Ke» 
Zealand  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  B»- 
sponsible  Advisers  of  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor. But  we  desire,  before  entering  nfon 
so  great  a  task,  to  receive  an  assoiaoce  imm 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  militwy 
force  now  in  the  colony  shall  not  be  l^iTn^n^t^^l■^ 
within  the  next  five  years,  that  the  constant 
service  of  a  steam  sloop  of  war  be  aSoided  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and.  tbst  tlie 
existing  liabilities  incurred  in  the  prosecatimi 
of  the  late  war  be  adjusted  between  the  Motbei- 
oountry .  and  the  colony  upon  an  eqnitsble 
basis."  I  am  opposed  to  the  address  whidi 
is  now  offered  for  our  adoption,  becaou  it 
is  ocntroversial  in  character,  and  coituis 
much  with  which  I  cannot  agree,  bat  chial; 
because  it  refuses  the  boon  for  which  ve  hne 
so  long  been  struggling,  and  which  is  soi 
offered  us  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Nencutic 
I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  inconsistency  tHi 
session,  but  in  no  case  so  glaringly  as  ia  the 
wish  now  shown  to  repudiate  Ministenal  gt- 
vemment  in  Native  affairs.  I  was  preast, 
though  not  then  a  member  of  the  Oentnl 
Assembly,  when,  in  1854,  every  membet  d 
the  House  of  Representatives  addressed  it 
on  that  subject,  and  when  of  that  iU< 
number  but  one  member  spoke  against  ICiiiE- 
terial  responsibility.  It  may,  perhajs,  be 
said  that  it  was  on  Eoropeaji  afiain  ml; 
that  we  sought  Ministerial  responsibihty;  bot 
we  have  the  authority  of  the  leader  in  tliit 
movement  and  Mr.  FitzGerald,  who  wu  obi 
first  Responsible  Minister,  that  the  vrishei  of 
the  Assembly  were  by  no  means  so  confined, 
but  that  he  intended  to  sweep  away  the  likb 
of  the  irresponsible  Native  Department,  and  to 
appoint  Mr.  Weld  a  Native  Minister.  AffBk 
in  1856,  when  Responsible  Government  m 
established,  it  was  not  until  we  fonn^  it  io- 
possible  to  gain  it  in  its  entirety  that  n 
accepted  the  limited  responsibility  which  w 
thei)  conceded.  But  it  was  foimd  then,  ai  it 
certainly  will  be  again,  that  it  is  impostiUe 
to  carry  on  two  systems  of  government  tt 
the  same  time — responsibility  one  monie*, 
irresponsibility  the  next  —  and  accotdin^, 
after  tmseemly  bickerings  between  the  tsapa- 
Bible  and  the  irresponsible  Ministers,  ya  M 
the  management  of  the  Native  affairs  gndisll; 
drifting  into  the  hands  of  Ministers,  ^lile  ii 
1858  we  see  them  boldly  introducnng,  and  it 
Governor  assenting  to,  most  important  im- 
sures,  in  which  the  Governor's  action  an  oel; 
be  with  the  advice  of  his  Responsible  UimMs- 
Again,  in  18S9,  we  find  the  Governor  acoB- 
panied  to  Taranaki  by  a  Responsible  KiniKs, 
and  consulting  him  before  he  accepts  Tein'i 
offer  of  his  land,  and,  upon  his  return  to  And- 
land,  throwing  himself  altogether  upon  ha 
Ministers,  and  deciding  by  their  advice  ti» 
question  'of  peace  or  war.  And  here  I  beg  to 
guard  myself  againjt  being  supposed  to  isM 
that  either  Governor  or  M^isters  were  wrong 
in  the  course  they  took.  I  think  it  naa  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  their  false  positoo; 
but  I  think  the  Governor  would  certainly  nem 
have  entered  on  that  war  had  there  bees  so 
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Besponsible  Oovexninent  in  the  colony,  and 
that  Ministers  would  never  have  entered  on 
it  had  they  been  as  responsible  for  Native  as 
for  European  affairs.  From  that  time  there 
was  scarcely  a  j^retence  of  irresponsibility. 
The  war  was  carried  on  and  peace  was  con- 
cloded  by  the  Governor  in  Council ;  and  upon 
the  accession  to  power  of  the  Fox  Ministry 
the  Waikato  invasion  was  averted  and  peace 
preserved  upon  the  sole  responsibility  of  Minis- 
ters. And  so  it  continued  until  the  arrival 
of  the  present  Governor ;  and  I  would  ask  the 
CooncU  to  remember,  was  it  our  object  then  to 
tefose  to  take  the  management  of  Native 
affairs,  or  was  it  not  rather  the  fear  of  the  As- 
sembly that  the  Governor  would  become  a  dic- 
tator ?  Well,  he  evinced  no  desire  to  become 
a  dictator,  bat  cordially  accepted  and  recom- 
mended to  the  approval  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment the  position  proposed  by  his  Ministers. 
He  saw  apparently  the  uupossibilityof  csunying 
on  the  double  system  of  government,  which 
had  existed ;  and  under  the  more  simple  form 
then  adopted  peace  has  been  preserved,  and 
may  continue  to  be  preserved  until  we  seek  to 
break  it.  But  I  think  we  are  reckoning  too 
much  upon  our  present  Governor.  That  his 
abilities  are  great  I  will  not  deny,  nor  that  he 
has  a  special  genios  for  dealing  with  Native 
matters ;  but  how  long  can  we  reckon  on  bis 
services?  Is  there  no  danger  that  —  setting 
aside  the  ordinary  natural  events — he  may  be 
called  away  from  us  by  even  graver  difficulties, 
in  India  or  in  other  colonies,  than  those  which 
have  brought  him  to  New  Zealand?  What, 
then,  will  be  our  position  if  we  refuse  the 
offer  now  made  to  us,  and  find  that  we  have 
placed  unlimited  power  arid  vast  sums  of 
money,  not  in  the  hands  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
but  in  those  of  an  acting  Governor  who  may 
be  altogether  unequal  to  the  occasion,  or  in 
those  of  some  chancs-appointed  Governor  from 
Downing  Street?  I  say  "chance-appointed," 
because  the  appointment  of  our  last  Governor 
is  an  evidence  of  how  little  antecedents  are 
oonsidered  in  such  cases.  I  desire  to  speak  of 
the  late  Governor  with  every  respect.  I  am 
prond  to  speak  of  him  as  my  private  friend, 
and  I  have  always  recognized  in  him  the 
highest  qualities  which  can  adorn  an  English 
gentleman ;  bat  I  always  thought  him  unfitted, 
not  only  by  his  retiring  habits,  but  by  his  pre- 
vious histor}:,  for  the  government  of  New  Zea- 
land. Many  years  of  nis  life  had  been  rassed 
in  distinguished  military  service  in  India, 
amongst  races  similar,  indeed,  to  the  Maoris 
in  barbarism,  but  most  unlike  them  in  every 
other  particiUar.  After  long  association  with 
those  races  he  was  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  St.  Helena,  the  closest  Crown  Govern- 
ment belonging  to  us,  where  no  voice  but  the 
Governor's  spoke  with  authority ;  and  from 
thence  he  was  removed  to  New  Zealand,  with 
its  noble  Native  race,  and  its  then  newly- 
granted  representative  institutions.  I  confess 
I  would  rather  intrust  the  government  of  the 
country  in  Native  matters  to  the  combined 
knowledge  and  ability  of  four  or  five  of  the  able 
men  who  take  the  lead  in  public  affairs  than 


to  any  Governor  thus  appointed.  I  acknow- 
ledge that  such  was  not  always  my  opinion :  I 
was,  on  the  contrary,  impressed  with  the  idea, 
when  self-government  was  first  sought,  that  we 
had  not  the  men  in  our  then  small  community 
qualified  to  carry  it  out ;  and  when  the  seventy 
wise  men  to  whom  the  question  was  referred 
gave  their  united  opinion  against  its  establish- 
ment in  Native  affairs  I  quite  concurred  in 
the  views  which  they  expressed:  but  I  saw 
that  the  occasion  cedled  forth  the  men,  and 
that  we  are  safer  in  being  governed  by  those 
whose  interests  are  identical  with  the  welfare 
of  the  colony,  and  who  are  responsible  to  it  for 
their  acts,  than  by  any  Governor  with  an  irre- 
sponsible Native  Department.  I  must  express 
the  regret  with  which  I  have  heard  the  honour- 
able member  who  represents  the  Government 
impute  to  the  Home  Government  the  desire  to 
withhold  from  us  the  management  of  Native 
affairs  whilst  they  went  smoothly,  but  to 
throw  them  upon  us  when  they  became  difficult. 
I  believe  this  imputes  an  ungenerous  course  to 
the  Home  Government  which  is  at  variance 
with  that  which  it  has  always  shown  this 
colony.  I  contend  that,  from  the  day  upon 
which  the  first  colonists  sailed  for  New  Zealand, 
in  defiance  of  the  Mother-country,  to  this  mo- 
ment, when  she  has  furnished  us  with  such  a 
force  as  we  certainly  could  not  have  hoped  for, 
she  has  treated  us  not  only  with  the  greatest 
forbearance,  but  with  the  utmost  generosity. 
Certainly  we  have  been  a  self-willed,  a  stiff- 
necked  generation,  and  have  been  pampered 
rather  than  treated  with  want  of  generosity. 
I  contend,  further,  that,  though  the  tone  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  late  despatches  is 
curt  and  caustic,  there  is  a  great^  deal  of  truth 
in  them.  In  the  matter  of  uie  efforts  which  we 
have  mode  for  Our  own  protection,  while  I  ad- 
mit to  their  fullest  extent  the  heroic  exertions 
of  the  Province  of  Toranaki,  I  cannot  think  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Northern  Island  have 
made  any  corresponding  exertions.  Honourable 
members  will  remember,  duxing  the  last  session 
at  Auckland,  when  an  attempt  was  about  to 
be  made  to  take  some  steps  towards  making 
the  Militia  of  that  province  a  reality,  and  not  a 
sham,  an  honourable  member  of  the  Assembly 
protested  against  it  in  his  place  in  the  House ; 
and  the  next  day  the  attempt  was  coimter- 
manded  by  authority,  and  the  whole  Militia  of 
this  Island  is  at  the  present  moment  in  a  state 
of  utter  disorganization.  Again,  8kS  regards  the 
ships  of  war  on  this  station,  I  think  the  course 
of  action  taken  by  the  senior  officer  in  removing 
the  vessels  under  his  command  suddenly  from 
these  waters,  without  consultation  with  the 
Governor,  was  unwise  and  uncourteous  in  tho 
highest  degree  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  we  can 
fairly  complain  that,  when  war  was  threatened 
with  the  great  Bepublic,  and  privateers  were 
likely  to  be  on  the  coast  of  all  tho  Aus- 
tralian Colonies,  our  interests  only  were  to  be 
considered,  and  those  coasts  to  be  left  without 
protection.  Again,  I  do  not  consider  it  an  un- 
reasonable requirement  that  we  should  our- 
selves provide  the  Governor  with  a  steamer  to 
enable  him  rapidly  to  visit  tho  several  parts  of 
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the  colony.  We  have  been  voting  money  in  a 
lavish  manner.  Only  last  evening  we  passed  an 
Act  granting  £80,000  a  year  for  five  years  for  a 
secondaiy,  not  a  primary,  line  of  postal  com- 
munication. If  we  can  lUSord  to  do  this,  I  think 
we  are  able  to  supply  a  steam-yacht  for  the 
Governor's  use,  and  rplease  the  Home  Govern- 
ment from  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  war-vessel 
at  command  for  that  purpose.  And  in  pecuniary 
burdens,  I,  for  one,  admit  we  have  not  borne 
our  share.  We  have  borrowed  money,  it  is  true, 
and  thrown  the  repayment  upon  others ;  but  we 
have  not  taxed  ourselves.  Surely  we  are  better 
able  to  bear  that  burden  than  the  poor  weavers 
of  Lancashire.  As  a  rule,  all  classes  in  this 
colony  are  better  off  than  the  corresponding 
classes  at  Home ;  and  we  certainly  do  not  wish 
to  throw  upon  our  brethren  in  England  any 
portion  of  the  burden  which  we  are  better  able . 
to  bear  ourselves.  But  the  one  great  argument 
which  I  would  rely  upon  is  this  :  that  we  have 
now  a  boon  offered  us  which  we  have  long  been 
clamouring  for.  It  is  a  very  dangerous  course 
to  refuse  it.  Let  us  accept  it  as  freely  as  it  is 
offered,  and  trust  to  the  same  generous  feeling 
which  we  have  always  experienced  from  Eng- 
land for  a  settlement  of  the  amount  of  assist- 
ance which  she  will  afford  us  in  carrying  out 
her  wishes.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFORD  said  that  he 
agreed  with  a  good  deal  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  and  gallant  member  who  had 
last  spoken,  but  that  he  would  rather  vote  for 
the  resolution  in  its  entirety  than  allow  it  to 
drop.  But  he  thought  that,  although  there  was 
much  in  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatches 
which  required  a  decided  reply,  yet  it  would  be 
better  and  more  dignified  toavoidargumentative 
topics.  Honourable  members  would  remember 
the  firm  of  Greenhorn  and  Grinderson,  in  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  novel  of  "  The  Antiquary." 
Grinderson  had  to  perform  all  the  disagreeable 
work — authority  for  payment,  &c. — while  Green- 
horn had  to  do  the  civil.  It  appeared  that  there 
was  no  Greenhorn  on  the  Committee.  Con- 
sidering the  reinforcements  that  had  been  sent 
to  this  colony,  it  might  be  desirable  to  fit  into 
the  resolutions  some  acknowledgment  of  the 
aid  and  assistance  which  had  been  sent  at  a 
period  of  great  difficulty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  desired,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  address,  to 
explain  the  principle  on  which'  it  had  been  drawn 
up.  The  Committee  desired  to  make  it  brief,  and 
hod  therefore  confined  themselves  to  the  points 
in  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  in  which 
ho — first,  described  the  war  as  one  between 
the  Maoris  and  the  settlers ;  secondly,  accused 
the  colonists  of  unwillingness  to  make  necessary 
sacrifices  in  their  own  defence ;  and,  thirdly, 
proposed  to  transfer. to  the  colony  the  whole 
burden  and  responsibility  of  the  government 
of  the  Maoris.  The  Committee  had  endeavoured 
to  give  expression  to  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  opinion  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  these 
points.  On  the  last  mentioned,  the  address 
pointed  out  that  the  proposed  transfer  at  the 
present  time  would  be  luifair :  the  colonists 
might  have  been  ready  to  imdertake  the  task 
Son.  Colonel  Btissell 


in  1856 ;  but  since  then  the  Home  Oovemment 
had,  as  it  were,  got  the  vessel  on  a  reef.  It  vas 
for  the  Home  Government  to  get  her  afloat 
again,  and  into  open  water.  \^hen  this  uta 
done,  it  might  be  fair  to  ask  the  colonists  to 
undertake  the  management  of  Native  a&uts. 
He  (Mr.  Hall)  would,  as  far  as  possible,  endev 
vour  to  meet  the  views  of  honourable  membos 
by  alterations  in  the  address ;  bnt  he  was  timi 
he  was  rather  in  the  position  of  the  old  man  and 
his  son  in  the  fable,  who,  endeavouring  to  get 
their  ass  along  in  a  way  to  please  everybody,  it 
last  pleased  no  one. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "TiM 
it  is  not  expedient  the  address  to  Her  Majestj 
now  before  the  Council  be  adopted." 


Atss,  2. 

Kenny 
Russell,  A.  H. 

Noes,  9. 

Crawford 

Cutfield 

HaU 

Johnston 

Menzies 

Richmond 

Russell.  E 

Stokes 

Tancred. 

Majority  against,  7. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  Russell's  amendmeatnegi- 
tived. 

It  was  agreed.  That  the  address  be  considoM 
paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Paragraphs  1,  2,  and  3  read  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  4  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  an  amed- 
ment,  To  omit  the  words  "  acquiesced  in,"  b 
the  third  line,  with  a  view  to  substituting  tU 
words  "  submitted  to." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  a  inrtbe 
amendment.  To  omit  all  the  words  aft«r  ^ 
word  "  fruitless,"  in  the  seventh  line. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "Tl« 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  so  omitSed." 

Ates,  5. 
Crawford  Kenny  Stokes. 

Hall  Russell,  H. 

N0E3,  5. 

Cutfield  Slenzies  Tancred. 

Johnston  Richmond 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Hon.  tte 
Speaker  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Noeu " 

Amendment  negatived. 

Paragraph,  as  previously  amended,  agiwi  K- 

Paragraphs  5,  '6,  7,  and  8  read  and  a^reei  to. 

Paragraph  9  read. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  HALL  proposed,  as  an  ammi- 
ment.  To  omit  the  words  "  in  our  opiniea,"  g 
the  seventh  line,  with  a  view  to  insert  the  wan 
"  manifestly  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  10  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  an  »^^ 
ment.  In  the  eighth  line,  after  the  irarc 
"  colony,"  to  insert  the  following  "wib ; 
"  We  also  conceive  that  his  Grace  csnie". 
have  been  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  doriK 
the  war  at  Taranaki  the  whole  male  sdrnt 
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jwpnlatkm  of  that-  settlement  ms  engaged 
in  active  militeuy  setrice  as  Militiamen  and 
Volnnteeis,  totally  abandoning  their  ordinary 
indnstrial  jmisuts,  and  encountering  the 
dangers  of  war,  in  many  instances  with  paori- 
fice  of  life.  Their  gallant  services  stand  on 
leecrd  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  colony, 
though  hitherto  unacknowledged  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  In  the  Brovinees  of  Auck- 
land and  Wellington  the  Militia  was  enrolled 
and  embodied,  and,  when  necessary,  called 
cot  for  actual  service ;  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  military  dnty  has  from  time  to  time 
been  performed  by  bodies  of  Volnnteeis." 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved,  To 
amend  the  said  amendment  by  the  omission 
of  the  words,  "though  hitherto  unacknow- 
ledged by  Her  Majesty's  Government." 

fhe  Hon.  Major  Richmond's  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  original  amend- 
ment so  amended. 


Crawford 
Cntfield 


Ates,  6. 
HaU 
Menzies 


Russell,  H. 
Tanored. 


Noes,  4. 
Johnston  Russell,  A.  H. 

Richmond  Stokes. 

Majority  for,  2. 
Original  amendment  agreed  to. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  a  further 
amendment,  To  add  the  following  words  im- 
mediately after  the   last  word   of   the   last 
amendment  in  the  paragnn>h :  "  We  are  very 
sensible  of  the  prompt  and  generous  assist- 
ance afforded  by  your  Majesty  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  insurrection,  aiid." 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Paragmph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
The    Council     divided    on    the    question, 
-"  That  the  address  to  Her  Majesty,  as  amended 
by  the  Council,  be  adopted  by  the  Council." 


Ayes,  8. 

Crawford 

Cutflcld 

HaU 

Johnston 

Menzies 

Richmond 

Russell,  H. 
Tancred. 

NOKS,  8. 

Kenny  Russell,  A.  H.  Stokes. 

Majority  for,  5. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  address  adopted  as 
follows : — 

"Most  GaAoipus  Sovebbion, — 

"We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the 
Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  pray  your  Majesty's  gracious 
consideration  to  the  existing  condition  of  your 
Majesty's  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the 
course  of  policy  with  regard  to  it  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  by  your  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

"We  learn  by  a  despatch  from  his  Grace, 
dated  the  26th  of  May,  1862,  that  your  Majesty's 
Government,  recognizing  that  the  government 
of  the  Maori  or  Native  race  by  your  Majesty's 
Colonial  Office  has  fuled,  is  now  desirous  to 
transfer  this  duty  to  the  oolonista  of  Kew 


Zealand,  and  we  also  understand  from  that 
document  that  it  is  proposed  at  a  very  early 
date  to  impose  upon  the  colonists  nearly  the 
whole  burden  and  responsibility  of  this  im- 
portant task. 

"  We  do  not  question  the  failare  of  the  sys- 
tem of  government  hitherto  adopted,  nor  we 
calamities  for  both  races  of  your  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  colony  of  which  tiiat  failure 
has  been  productive;  but  we  humbly  submit 
that  it  is  a  failure  for  which  the  colonists  are 
in  no  way  responsible. 

"  The  system  of  government  maintained  np 
to  the  present  time  was  established  in  the  year 
18S6  by  your  Majesty's  representative  in  the 
colony,  was  formally  sanctioned  by  your  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and 
has  been  submittfid  to,  not  without  reluctance, 
by  both  Houses  of  the  New  Zealand  Parlia- 
ment. Under  that  system  the  colonists  have 
been  prevented  from  exercising  any  real  control 
over  the  management  of  Native  affairs,  tuid 
any  efforts  made  by  them  for  improving  the 
condition  of  the  Maori  race  have  by  the  opera- 
tion of  this  system  been  rendered  comparatively 
fruitless.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fact  we 
desire  to  cite  the  disallowance  by  the  Colonial 
Office  of  an  important  measure,  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament,  affect- 
ing the  territorial  rights  of  the  Maoris,  and 
from  which  we  had  anticipated  very  beneficial 
results.  We  might  cite  otner  cases  of  a  similar 
character. 

••  The  result,  therefore,  of  the  policy  pursued 
towards  the  Natives  of  New  Zealand,  including 
in  that  result  the  war  which  has  desolated  a 
portion  of  the  colony,  is  one  the  burden  and 
responsibility  of  which  ought  in  faimesii  to  rest, 
not  upon  the  colonists,  but  uponyoui  Majesty's 
Government. 

"  It  is  consequently  with  surprise  and  regret 
that  we  find  your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  StAte, 
in  the  despatch  above  mentioned,  alludes  to 
the  war  as  one  between  the  settlers  and  the 
Maoris.  We  desire  earnestly  to  repudiate  the 
charge  involved  in  this  statement,  and  to  point 
out  that  hostilities  were  commenced  and  carried 
on  by  your  Majesty's  representative  at  a  time 
when  he  was  solely  accountable  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  when  the  Legislature  of  the 
colony  had  no  control  over  his  actions  in  this 
respect. 

"  We  would  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty 
that  the  present  is  not  uie  time  at  which  the 
government  of  the  Maoris  can  with  justice  to 
either  race  be  transferred  to  the  colonists. 

"  When  peace,  tranquillity,  and  the  authority 
of  the  law  shall  have  been  re-established 
throughout  the  colony,  it  may  be  a  wise, 
prudent,  and  just  measure  to  intrust  the  powers 
and  responsibility  of  your  Majesty's  Grown  in 
regard  to  the  «>vemment  of  the  Maori  race  to 
the  ordinary  Government  of  the  colony ;  and 
at  such  a  time  the  colonists  will  be  prepared  to 
discharge  to  the  best  of  their  ability  the  burden 
and  responsibilities  which  may  fairly  rest  upon 
them  in  the  discharge  of  so  important  a  task. 

"But  to  effect  such  a  ohuige  at  a  period 
when  a  large  portion  of  the  Natives  have 
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distinctly  lefased  any  reo<^ition  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's authority,  when  insurgent  Maoris  hold 
possession,  by  alleged  right  of  conquest,  of  a 
portion  of  your  Majesty's  territory  in  New  Zea- 
land, when  the  result  of  the  late  war  has  failed 
to  produce  on  the  minda  of  the  Natives  any 
conviction  of  the  superiority  of  British  aims, 
and  when  the  task  of  educating,  civilizing,  and 
governing  the  Native  race  has,  owing  to  the 
above  and  other  circumstances,  been  rendered 
one  altogether  beyond  the  resources  of  a  young 
and  struggling  colony,  would  manifestljf  be 
unfair  to  the  colonists  and  productive  of  rmnous 
consequences  to  the  Maoris. 

"  We  desire  to  express  our  deep  r^ret  that 
your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  considers  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  have  manifested  a 
disinclination  to  make  such  sacrifices  as  might 
fairly  be  expected  from  them  in  defence  of 
their  own  lives  and  properties,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  your  Majesty's  authority.  We 
conceive  that  lus  Grace  would  not  have  ex- 
pressed such  an  opinion  if  he  had  been  able  to 
realize  the  extent  of  the  losses  involved  in  the 
luin  of  a  once-flourishing  province,  for  which 
compensation  is  claimed  from  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament,  as  well  as  the  proportion  which 
the  other  expenses  of  the  war  actually  thrown 
upon  the  colonists  bear  to  the  population  and 

groperty  of  the  colony.  We  also  conceive  that 
is  Grace  cannot  have  been  made  aware  of  th'e 
fact  that  during  the  war  at  Taranaki  the  whole 
male  adult  population  of  that  settlement  was 
engaged  in  active  militshiy  service  as  Militia- 
men and  Volunteers,  totally  abandoning  their 
ordinary  industrial  pursuits,  and  encountering 
the  dangers  of  war,  in  many  instances  with 
sacrifice  of  life.  Their  gallant  services  stand 
on  record  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  colony. 

"  In  the  Provinces  of  Auckland  and  Welling- 
ton the  Mlitia  was  enrolled  and  embodied,  and, 
when  necessary,  called  out  for  actual  service ; 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  military  duty 
has  from  time  to  time  been  performed  by  bodies 
of  Volunteers. 

"  We  are  very  sensible  of  the  prompt  and 
generous  assistance  afforded  by  yoiu  Majesty 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  insurrection,  and 
we  desire  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  the 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  will  ever  be  ready  to 
bear  their  fair  share  of  the  burdens  of  the 
State,  and  to  contribute  to  the  extent  of  their 
means  to  the  maintenance  of  the  authority  of 
your  Majesty's  Crown ;  but  we  submit  that  to 
•  impose  upon  them  at  a  time  of  peculiar  dif- 
ficulty and  trial  a  large  increase  of  the  burdens 
which  they  have  hitherto  borne  would  be  an 
act  of  impolicy  and  injustice  to  which,  on  a  con- 
sideration of  this  humble  address,  we  earnestly 
hope  that  your  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
be  prepared  to  assent." 

Address  ordered  to  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Qovemor  for  transmission  to  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  Uie  throne. 

NATIVE  CIRCUIT  COURTS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILIi. 
It  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Ccmfeience  be 


requested  with  the  House'  of  Re^esentativaB 
on  the  subjeot  of  their  amendments  in  the 
Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  KQ; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  tCr. 
Hall,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tancrad,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  H.  Russell  be  Managers  of  snch  Comfer- 
ence  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

AUCKLAND  WifSTE  LANDS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendmeot 
BiU  (No.  21  was  read  a  first  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages  without 
amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  11th  September,  1862. 


Snpply— Colonial  Defence  Foioe  Bill— First  BMitinc 
—Supply— Waste  Iiands  Act  Amendmeot  BiU 
(No.  a>-CTOwn  Grant— Native  Liaod*  BiU  iKa  a 
—Privilege— Sapply— Appropriation  Bill— Xats- 
raliiation  Bill  —  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Il«gii]»- 
tions  Amendment  Bill — Resident  Masistnwc 
Jorisdiction  Extension  Bill— Sale  for  Noti-|«r- 
ment  o(  Bates  Bill— Native  District  BegoUtitn 
Act  Amendment  BiU— Native  Circuit  Conns  let 
Amendment  Bill — Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill— 
Native  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  —  Waste  Laote  ia 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  8>— Second  Beading 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clodL 

Pbatebs. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Sapplj. 

IK  COUXITTEE. 

Mr.  WOOD — in  moving.  That,  in  the  ofaniaa 
of  this  Committee,  the  reserved  5  and  10  pet 
cent,  from  land  sales  for  Native  purposes  in  the 
Provinces  of  Auckland  and  Wellington  shoiU 
be  charged  on  the  third  division  of  the  Half- 
million  Loan — explained  that  in  the  puicha« 
of  certtun  blocks  of  Native  land  in  AucUsai 
and  Wellington  a  reservation  was  made  that  i 
per  cent,  in  some  cases  and  10  in  others  of  tfai 

Erice  for  which  the  lands  should  be  sold  sboalj 
e  applied  to  Native  purposes.  If  the  Pio- 
vincial  Governments  were  asked  to  pay  flia 
chajrge,  they  argued  that  it  was  a  breach  of  die 
financial  settlement  of  1856.  It  appeared  ts 
him  so  clear  that  these  reservations  should  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  purchase-money  for  the 
land  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  proposing  W 
charge  them  against  the  third  division  <^  the 
H^-miUion  Loan ;  but  the  Auditor  of  Publie 
Accounts  thought  it  would  not  be  ocmsiitcat 
with  his  duty  to  pass  the  accounts  in  that  fcm 
unless  authorized  by  the  Committee  of  Supply- 
It  was  now  for  the  House  to  decide  wheUMt 
these  liabilities  should  be  so  charged  or  mat 
other  arrangement  be  made  for  fulfilling  tbec 
engagemente. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  though  not  opposing  th 
resolution,  did  not  concur  in  the  wisdom  of  it 
It  would  be  a  fair  plan  for  the  f ntnre ;  bat,  with 
regard  to  the  past,  some  of  these  contracts 
weae  entered  into  before  the  Half-million  Lo«t 
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ms  raised  or  proposed.  He  shoald  not  oppose 
the  tesohition,  however,  as  it  was  expedient  to 
lelieye  the  Provincial  Treasarers  from  this  lia- 
bility, which  fairly  rested  upon  them. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  BILL. 

Mr.  DOSfETT  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  raising  a  force  for  the  internal  defence 
of  the  colony.  It  was  nearly  the  same,  he  ez- 
jdained,  as  drawn  by  the  late  Government.    It 

Oiosed  to  raise  an  Armed  Constabulary  Force 
ted  to  five  hundred,  composed  partly  of 
Europeans  Euid  part  Maoris.  Not  more  than 
two  hundred,  however,  would  be  raised  during 
the  current  financial  year.  For  this  the  Gro- 
Temor  would  not  ask  the  House  for  any  more 
money  than  had  already  been  voted,  as  sufficient 
money  might  be  found  for  it  this  year  from  the 
Tote  for  Native  purposes  without  being  de- 
finitely appropriated. 

Hr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member's  ob- 
ject was  a  very  legitimate  one  if  it  could  be 
carried  into  effect.  It  would  be  a  difficult  task 
to  organize  such  a  force,  but  it  would  be  ez- 
toemely  useful.  The  principal  difficulty  would 
be  in  getting  sufficient  security  for  the  fidelity 
of  the  Natives  employed  in  this  service,  in  the 
selection  of  whom  very  great  care  would  have 
to  be  exercised. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE'S  only  objection  to  the 
motion  was  that  of  the  expense,  which  be 
lielieved  would  be  very  great.  A  great  many 
more  than  five  hundred  would  be  wanted  if 
they  were  to  be  of  much  use.  He  objected  to 
incurring  undefined  liabilities,  referred  to  the 
poasibility  of  W8^,  and  warned  the  Government 
that,  if  they  ran  into  great  liabilities  not  dis- 
tinctly antfaorized  by  the  House,  the  Middle 
Island,  which  at  present  paid  two-thirds  of  such 
expenses  and  would  in  a  little  while  pay  three- 
fourths,  would  not  recognise  those  liabilities  as 
justly  falling  upon  them. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  honourable 
member  was  unnecessarily  alarming  the  House 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  Government  running 
into  any  babilities  unauthorized  by  the  House. 
The  amount  of  liability  which  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  that  the  colony  should 
undertake  they  had  stated  to  the  House,  and  it 
woaM  be  their  great  care  that  the  colony  was 
not  involved  in  one  shilling  of  a  greater  liability 
than  this  House  had  already  sanctioned. 

Mr.  MOORHOU8E  inquired  if  Ministers 
would  to  call  the  House  together  when  there 
was  any  danger  of  the  colony  being  drawn  into 
tsch  a  liability. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  was  aqnestion 
which  it  might  be  very  politic  for  the  nonour- 
•Ue  member  to  ask,  but  one  which  it  was  im- 
passible for  the  Government  to  answer. 

Mr.  MOORHOU8E.— Just  what  I  ezpeoted. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  only  fear  he  had  was 
ftat  there  would  be  got  up  throughout  the 
colony,  in  consequence  of  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Heathoete  had  said,  no  end  of  alarm 
tiiat  the  Government  would  run  the  country 
into  enormous  expenditure — am  eJarm  snch  as 
was  spread  during  the  late  recess,  and  which 
fte  House  had  found  to  be  totally  ungrounded. 


the  Government  having  really  kept  within  the 
amounts  voted  last  session.  The  House,  he 
argued,  had  guarded  itself  as  well  as  possible 
against  any  difficulty  of  this  kind  by  the  reso- 
lutions they  had  passed  some  weeks  ago,  the 
third  of  which  read  thus :  "  That,  as  the  de- 
cision in  all  matters  of  Native  policy  is  with 
His  Exoellency,  the  advice  of  Ministers  shall 
not  be  held  to  bind  the  colony  to  any  liability, 
past  or  future,  in  connection  with  Native  affairs 
beyond  the  amount  authorized,  or  to  be  autho- 
rized, by  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  DOMETT  having  repUed, 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  presently. 

FIRST  READING. 
Loan  BiU. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went   into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

m   COIIHITTEB. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  agreed. 
That  there  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  a  sum 
not  exceeding  £S00  to  defray  the  cost  attend-  * 
ing  the  publication  of  a  Manual  of  New  Zea- 
land Botany. 

Progress  reported. 

WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL 
(No.  2). 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Waste  Lands  Act, 
1858,"  with  a  .view  to  promoting  inmiigration, 
explaining  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to- 
give  power  to  the  Provincial  Governments 
generally  to  do  nearly  the  same  as  by  another 
Bill  it  was  proposed  to  empower  the  Auckland 
Government  to  do.  He  referred  to  the  pro- 
posals of  ilessrs.  Godeffroy,  and  said  he  thought 
great  praise  was  due  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Auckland  for  so  promptly  putting  himself  intO' 
a  position  to  take  advantage  of  the  proposals. 

Bill  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  presently. 

CROWN  GRANT. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved.  That  the  copy  of  the 
grant  conveying  certain  portions  of  the  Town 
Belt  of  the  City  of  Wellington  to  the  Wesleyan 
body  be  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  movA  the  adoption  of 
the  amendments  made  in  this  Bill  by  the 
Legislative  Council,  of  which  the  following  was 
the  principal :  "  But  no  certificate  shall  en- 
title any  tribe,  community,  or  person  named 
therein  to  sell,  exchange,  or  lease  for  a  longer 
period  than  seven  years,  or  dispose  of  any  land 
or  interest  thereby  affected,  unless  such  certifi- 
cate shall  have  been  indorsed  by  the  Governor 
and  sealed  with  the  public  seal  of  the  colony 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  amount  payable"  [the 
28.  6d.  an  acre]  "  on  such  indorsement  and 
sealing  be  duly  paid."  He  explained  at  the 
same  time  that  an  amendment  respecting  this 
would  be  sent  down  by  His  Excellency.  . 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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PRIVILEGE. 

Iilr.  CARLETON  moved,  That  the  amend- 
ment of  the  17  th  clause  of  the  Native  Lands  Bill 
(No.  2)  by  the  Legislative  Council  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  inaamnch 
as  it  assumes  to  regulate  the  imposition  of  a  fee, 
and  the  limits  within  which  it  is  proposed  to  be 
levied,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  128th 
Standing  Order  and  the  practice  of  the  Im- 
perial Government  in  such  matters. 

After  some  discussion,  the  House  divided. 
Atks,  10. 
Atkinson  Graham,  G.         Watt. 

Bell  Moorhouse 

Colcnso  Bichmond.J.C.        TeUer. 

Curtis  Russell  Carleton. 

NoKS,  7. 
Fitzherbert       O'Rorke  Teller. 

Pox  Taylor,  W.  W.     Brandon: 

Jollie  WiUiamson,Jno. 

Majority  for,  3. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Appropriation    Bill  was    recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  Naturalization  Bill  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved,  That  the  Nelson  Waste 
Lands  Regulations  Amendment  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  12. 
Richmond,  J.C.  Watt 
Russell  Wood. 

Saunders  Teller. 

Stafford  Domett. 


Atkinson 

Colenso 

Jollie 

Mason 

Nixon 

•   Noxa,  5. 

Cargill  Curtis  Teller. 

Cookson  Wilson.  Moorhouse. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through 
all  its  remaining  stages  with  certain  amend- 
ments. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
,  the  amendments  made  by  the  House  m  the 
'  Resident  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension 


Bill;  and  that  Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  BnsseU, ud 
Mr.  Brandon  be  the  ^lanageis  of  snoh  Con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House. 

■SALE  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  RATES 
BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
with  tiie  Legislative  Council  on  the  sabject  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  m  ths 
Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Rates  Bill;  and  thit 
Mr.  Carleton,  Mr.  Russell,  and  Mr.  Bt&ndoa 
be  the  Managers  of  such  Conference  on  the  ;sit 
of  the  House. 

NATIVE  DISTRICT  REGULATION  ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Native  District  Regulation  Act  Ameod- 
ment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  snd  ptaad 
thi;ough    all    its    remaining    stages  without 
amendment. 

NATIVE  CIRCUIT  COURTS  ACT  AMEHD. 
MENT  BILL. 
The  Native  Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendmoit 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thioogh 
all  its  remaining  stages  with  certain  smend- 
ments. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  BILL 
The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill  was  lesd  a 

second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 
I^t>gre8s  reported,  and   leave  given  to  (it 

again. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  pJo.  2). 
His  Excellency's  Message  No.  23  wasietiH 
follows : — 

"  Uesiage  No.  83. 

"  G.  Grey,  Governor. 

"  Pursuant  to  section  56  of  the  Constitstiin 
Act,  the  Governor  returns  the  Native  Luidt 
Bill,  1862,  to  the  House  of  Representative, 
with  the  amendments  hereinafter  mentioo^-d, 
for  their  consideration. 

"  It  appears  to  the  Governor  that  the  unesd- 
ment  made  by  the  Legislative  Comieil  is 
section  17  of  the  Bill,  by  which  the  NstiTet 
are  restricted  from  making  any  dispositii»>> 
save  a  seven  years'  lease,  of  the  land  foe  vbieh 
they  have  received  a  certificate  of  title,  luilao 
a  payment  of  2s.  6d.  an  acre  be  first  paid  to  th* 
Provincial' Government,  imposes  a  tax  vp^ 
the  Natives  which  would  in  some  cases  be  mj 
disproportionate  to  the  value  of  tiieir  landi. 

"  The  Governor  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  coa- 
dition  imposed  by  section  19 — of  paying  ^  ^ 
per  acre  on  the  signing  and  sealing  of  a  oerti- 
flcate,  or  on  the  issue,  in  exclumge  fot  ^ 
certificate,  of  a  Crown  grant,  whereby  theMstit* 
holding  is  clothed  with  an  English  title— wosU 
have  the  effect  of  discouraging  the  exchaa^ot 
the  inferior  title  for  the  superior  wherever  0>» 
land  is  inferior  in  value,  and  of  thus  maintain- 
ing a  distinction  between  the  title  to  good  and 
bed  land  which  it  should,  on  the  contraiy, )» 
the  aim  of  the  Government  to  remove. 

"  In  some  districts  of  the  North  Island  it 
would,  under  present  circumstances,  be  baldly 
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woith  while  for  any  one  to  buy  land  ^th  a 
condition  of  paying  2a.  6d.  an  acre  to  the 
QoTenunent  besides  the  price  paid  to  the  Native 
ovneis.  The  tax  woola  therefore  operate  in 
snch  districts  as  a  bar  to  any  dealings  by  the 
Kotives  with  land  of  an  inferior  quality  of  soil. 
In  the  Governor's  opinion,  on  the  contrary, 
vh^ver  tax  the  Lc^latnre  imposed  on  the 
exercise  by  the  Natives  of  their  rights  of 
ownership  should  be  a  tax  proportioned  to  the 
value  of  the  estate,  and  not  a  tax  pressing 
miequally  on  those  who  possessed  nch  and 
fertile  lands  and  on  those  who  only  owned  hilly 
^nd  barren  tracts  of  conntry. 

"With  these  views  the  Governor  considers 
that  the  better  plan  would  be  to  enact  that  a 
transfer  duty  ulould  be  paid  on  each  sale, 
dependent  on  the  value  of  the  land  dealt  with. 
This  plan  has  been  very  successful  in  several 
countries,  and  has  proved  a  productive  and  not 
unpopular  source  of  revenue.  The  Governor 
.thinks  that  a  transfer  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on 
the  purchase-money,  to  be  treated  as  provincial 
land  revenue,  might  be  paid  on  the  first  sale  of 
any  land  by  the  Native  owners,  and  that  after 
the  first  transaction  a  transfer  duty  of  i  per 
cent,  might  also  be  paid  on  every  subsequent 
■ale.  By  such  a  system  a  permanent  source  of 
revenue  would  be  secured  to  the  provinces,  far 
mote  advantageous  to  them  than  one  immediate 
payment  on  the  indorsement  and  sealing  of 
the  certificate. 

"  Undoubtedly  the  payment  of  10  per  cent, 
would  operate  in  the  first  instance  in  deduction 
of  the  purchase-money  that  might  be  paid  to 
Natives  selling  any  pairt  of  their  land ;  but  they 
would  not  be  called  on  to  pay  any  tu  for  the 
recognition  of  their  own  title  so  long  as  they 
continaed  to  hold  the  land ;  and  the  Governor 
thinks  that  while  the  Natives  would  consider 
it  a  hardship  to  demand  from  them  a  uniform 
deduction  of  2s.  6d.  per  acre,  whatever  mi^ht 
be  the  character  of  their  land,  as  a  condition 
of  granting  them  a  transferable  title,  they 
would  cheerfully  accept  a  deduction  that 
should  be  proportionate  to  the  real  value  of  the 
land  affected  by  each  transaction  as  they  deal 
with  it. 

"The  Governor  therefore  recommends  to  the 
House  of  Representatives — 

"(1.)  That  the  words  added  to  section  17  by 
the  Lq^lativs  Council  be  omitted : 

"  it.)  That  in  lien  of  section  19  the  following' 
words  stand  as  section  19  of  the  Bill : — 

" '  Upon  each  first  sale  n{  land  after  the  issue 
of  the  certificate  or  Crown  yrant  in  exchange  for 
the  certificate,  the  purchaser  of  the  lands  then 
sold  shall  pay  a  duty  or  sum  after  the  rate  of 
£10  in  every  £100  upon  tlie  amount  of  the  con- 
sideration or  purchase-money  of  such  lands ; 
and  upon  each  subsequent  sale  of  the  same 
lands  the  purchaser  thereof  shall  pay  a  duty  or 
sum  after  the  rate  of  £4  in  every  £lO0  upon  the 
amount  of  the  consideration  or  purchwe-money 
of  such  lands ;  which  said  duty  shall  be  payable 
to  the  Begistiar  of  Deeds  or  Registrar  of  Titles 
or  other  officer  authorized  to  register  transfers 
or  conveyanoes  of  land  under  tins  Act ;  and  no 
teuisfet  or  conveyance  of  land  under  this  Act 


shall  be  valid  until  such  duty  shall  have  been 
paid,  and  such  duty  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part 
of  the  land  revenue  of  the  province  in  which 
such  lands  shall  be  situate.' " 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  briefly  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  amendments  made  by  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  in  the  Native  Lands 
BiU. 

Mr.  FOX  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  tax 
proposed  by  His  Excellency  was  quite  inade- 
quate for  the  improvements,  &o.,  for  which  it 
was  proposed.  He  did  not  believe  the  direct 
payment  to  the  Natives  would  average  above 
2s.  6d.  an  acre ;  and,  supposing  them  honestly  to 
reveal  in  all  cases  the  amount  received,  the 
10-per-cent.  tax  would  then  amount  to  Sd.  an 
acre,  instead  of  28.  6d.  an  acre  as  proposed  in 
the  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Be  could 
not  see,  then,  on  what  grounds  His  Excellency 
had  arrived  at  his  conclusions.  He  must  have 
received  very  bad  information  from  his  Minis- 
ters. Years  ago  His  Excellency  had  thought 
15s.  an  acre  a  proper  sum  to  be  paid  to  the 
Government ;  and  he  (Mr.  Fox)  could  not  see 
that  any  such  great  change  had  taken  place 
as  that  it  should  now  be  reduced  to  10  per  cent., 
or  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  or  even  Ss.  -  The  transfer- 
tax,  if  upon  future  transfers,  was  excessively 
unfair,  and,  if  only  on  the  first,  he  apprehended 
it  would  not  bring  much.  He  should  not,  how- 
ever, vote  against  the  amendments  proposed. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DILLON 
BELL  on  the  manner  of  procedure, 

Mr.  FOX  suggested  that  a  Conference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  might  be  held  at  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings  on  the  amendments 
proposed. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  course  could 
not  be  adopted,  because  it  was  the  privilege  of 
this  House  alone  to  impose  taxes. 

Mr.  CAHLETON  said  a  Conference  could 
not  be  held,  because  the  House  had  agreed  to 
the  aanendments  of  the  Council,  and  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  disagreement  between  the  two  - 
Houses  they  were  discussing.  He  was  ex- 
tremely sorry  any  change  had  been  made  in 
the  original  Bill,  but  thought  the  best  plan 
now  was  to  vote  for  the  amendments  in  spite 
of  the  objectionable  nature  of  the  latter  part — 
namely,  t^e  transfer-tax. 

Mr.  BRANDON  objected  to  the  pro^sal  on 
several  grounds — particularly  because  it  would 
prove  a  sham — as  great  a  sham  as  the  two-and- 
sixpenny  clause,  and  totally  iinpracticable. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  the  honourable  mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  had  lost  sight  of  two 
main  elements — one,  the  Maori  element ;  and, 
secondly,  they  talked  of  provincial  revenues 
and  provincial  rights  as  if  within  their  grasp. 
With  regard  to  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay, 
he  would  sooner  have  the  10  per  cent,  than 
the  half-crown  an  acre,  and  he  considered  it 
based  upon  more  just  and  equitable  principles, 
and  hoged  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  considered   the  amendment 

based  on  wrong  principles.    It  was  unjust,  and 

a  premium  on  fraud.    He  particularly  objected 

to  the  tax  on  future  transfers. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  did  not  see   any  real 
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dunger  to  be  incarred  by  adopting  His  Ex- 
cellency's proposal.  It  would  be  the  valuable 
lands,  of  course,  that  would  be  sold  first,  and 
a  large  revenue  would  be  derived— equal,  he 
believed,  to  that  from  the  half-crown  tax.  The 
inferior  lands  would  stand  over,  and  by  time 
increase  in  value.  As  to  the  perpetuity  of  the. 
transfer-tax,  that  might  be  altered  next  ces- 
sion. He  did  not  think,  however,  that  there 
was  anything  objectionable  in  that  tax.  On  the 
contrary,  i  per  cent,  was  an  extremely  liberal 
tax  for  legalizing  and  confirming  these  advan- 
tageous transactions. 

Mr.  PITZHERBEKT  spoke  at  considerable 
length  against  the  amendment. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  replied  to  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Heath- 
cote,  and  expressed  his  cononrrence  in  the 
arguments  which  had  been  already  advanced 
against  this  amendment,  which  he  considered 
to  come  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  Sir  George 
Orey.  He  also  repeated  the  arguments  used 
in  a  former  debate  against  the  Bill  in  itself, 
and  said  the  House  should  be  informed  before 
finally  disposing  of  the  Bill  what  course  the 
Middle  Island  would  take  with  regard  to  the 
infraction  which  it  made  of  the  financial  ar- 
rangement of  1856,  to  -relieve  the  Northern 
Island  of  the  evils  which  they  had  been  instru- 
mental in  inflicting  on  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  WILLIAMSON  supported  the 
amendment,  and  spoke  of  the  great  good  de- 
rived from  Captain  Fitzioy's  waiver  of  pre- 
emption. Bevenue,  he  held,  should  be  derived 
from  the  produce  of  lands,  not  from  the 
means  brought  by  the  settlers  for  the  purchase 
and  cultivation  of  the  lands. 

Mr.  CARGILL  replied  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Dr.  Feathorston).  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  oppose  a  measure  vouched  for  like  the 
present  one,  on  such  grounds  as  put  forward 
by  that  honourable  member.  With  regard  to 
the  financial  compact,  if  thought  necessary,  let 
it  be  fairly  reconsidered.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, support  the  amendment  now  proposed. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  thought  it  would 
be  more  wise  and  politic  to  adhere  to  the 
clause  passed  in  the  Legislative  Council  than 
adopt  the  one  proposed.  It  would  act  as  a 
salutary  check  on  the  purchase  of  lands  to  be 
held  idle. 

Mr.  THOMSON  defended  the  conduct  and 
motives  of  the  Middle  Island  members.  He 
could  not  vote  for  the  amendment,  as  the 
House  would  by  so  doing  stultify  the  vote  it 
came  to  the  other  night.  He  had  given  no 
vote  then,  and  should  not  vote  now,  because  he 
wouM  not  oppose  what  the  Qovemment  and 
the  majority  of  the  House  considered  necessary. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  18. 
Atkinson  Moorhouse         Stafford 

Golenso  Nixon  Watt 

Cookson.  Bbodes  Williamson,  Jas 

Curtis  Richmond,A.J.  Wood. 

Domett  Biohmond.J.O.        Teller. 

Graham,  G.       BusseU  BeU. 

aiutteU 

Mr.  Moorhouse 


Cargill 
Carter 
Featherston 
Fox 


Nobs,  9. 

Monro,  3.  WiUiainsos^n6 
O'Borke  Teller. 

Taylor,  W.W.  Ktzherbert. 

Majority  for,  9. 


Motion  agreed  to. 

WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILI. 
(No.  2). 
The  Waste  Lands  Act  Amnttdment  BiU 
(No.  2)  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  all  its  remaining  stages  witlmit 
amendment. 

SECOND  READING. 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill. 
The  House  adjourned  at  tan  minntes  fHt 
midnight. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  12th  September,  186S. 

Bale  tor  Non-paymeDt  of  Bates  Bill— Bandcnt  Xigi>- 
tratea'  Jnrladictiou  Extension  BiU — Frinla^— 
Vote  of  Thanks— Kative  Lands  Bill  (Xa  &- 
Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill— Ijuid  Bevenoe  im- 
propriation Act  Amendment  BUI  (No.  1)-Aaai 
Jievenne  Appropriation  Act  Amandmciit  BiO 
(No.  a)— Appropriation  Bill— Waste  Ldads  Ui 
Amendment  Bill  (No.  8)— Petty  Sesaiont  Contt 
Bill— lioan  Bill— Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill- 
Nelson  Waste  Ijonds  Begnlations  Amondimat 
BiU. 


The  Hon.  the  Sf£aje£B  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

SALE  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OP  RATBS 
BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Free  Canfaeaa 
widi  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  snb- 
jeot  of  their  amendments  in  tiie  SaJe  for  Ko- 
payment  of  Rates  Bill  that  the  GoofeRon 
had  agreed  to  recommend  the  ad<^)tioe  (f 
certain  amendments. 

B^ort  adopted  by  the  CoonoU. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Free  Confeiaioe 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  wA- 
ject  of    their    amendments  in   the    Resident 
Magistrates'  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill  thst 
the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recommend  tfai 
adoption  of  certain  amendments. 
Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

PRIVrLEGE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,it 
was  ordered.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  as  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  amendment  introduced  iiit» 
the  Native  Lands  BiU  (No.  2)  by  the  L^isb- 
tive  Council  be  a  breatdi  of  the  nrivilegee  of  te 
House  of  Representatives;  and,  if  the  Om- 
mittee  shaU  think  fit  to  do  so,  then  to  jaoft^ 
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t  Hse  to  be  gnbmitted  (or  the  opinion  of  the 
Lmt  Offloen  of  the  Crown  in  England  as  a 
guide  to  this  Council  in  its  fatnra  dealings 
with  like  qnestions;  the  Committee  to  report 
lorthwith:  the  Committee  to  consiBt  of  the 
Hon.  Major  Bichmond,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Bns- 
geU,  the  Hon.  Mi.  Hall,  and  the  Hon.  Ot. 
Menxies. 

VOTE  OP  THANKS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED,  in  a  compli- 
msntaiy  speech,  moved,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Oooncil  be  given  to  his  Hononr  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Wellington  and  the  Government  of 
that  province  for  the  liberal  and  satisfactory 
niaimer  in  which  they  have  provided  for  the 
lecommodation  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIKS  seconded  the  reso- 
hition,  and  eulogized  the  oonitesy  of  the  Saper- 
intendent  and  the  provincial  authorities,  not 
only  for  the  liberal  provision  they  had  made  for 
the  convenience  of  members  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  but  for  the  readiness  with  which 
they  had  allowed  the  buildings  to  be  used  on 
the  recent  festive  occasion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  would  confine 
himself,  in  the  remarks  which  he  wished  to 
make  in  recommending  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  His  Excellency,  to  the 
amendments  themselves,  without  going  over 
the  ground  again  which  had  already  been  the 
subject  of  ducussion.  He  merely  wished  to 
place  the  question  which  was  now  proposed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Council  in  its  true 
aspect.  It  would  be  seen  that  three  distinct 
ideas  had  been  under  their  consideration  in 
reference  to  the  Native  Lands  Bill — first,  that 
of  the  Ministry,  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; second,  that  of  the  Council  ;  and, 
third,  thatof  His  Excellency.  The  proposal  of  the 
Ministry  and  House  of  Representatives  was  that 
there  should  be  two  classes  of  certificates — the 
oneconferring  a  title  derived  from  the  Crown,  and 
subject  to  an  acreage  tax ;  the  other  dependent 
on  Native  title,  and  subject  to  no  tax.  The 
proposal  of  this  Council  was  also  that  there 
should  be  two  kinds  of  certificates — the  one 
derived  from  the  Crown,  and  subject  to  an 
acreage  tax  whether  the  land  were  transferred 
or  not ;  the  other  subject  to  no  tax  as  a  hold- 
ing title,  but  only  taxed  on  a  transfer.  That 
of  the  Governor  was  that  neither  the  title 
derived  from  the  Crown  nor  that  derived 
from  Native  ovmership  should  be  taxed  bo 
long  as  it  merely  remained  a  holding -title, 
bat  that  both  should  be  subject  to  a  per- 
centage tax  on  transfer.  Now,  it  was  for  this 
Council  to  decide  whether  the  alteration  in 
the  original  measure  proposed  by  His  Excel- 
lency was  so  different  from  that  adopted  by  the 
Council,  or,  if  so,  whether  the  difference  was  of 
to  important  and  fxmdamental  a  character,  as 
to  induce  them  to  reject  it.  The  Council  would 
leeollect  that  if  they  did  so  the  consequence 
;pr(A>ably  would  be  that  no  Bill  at  all  would  be 
jwsed;  aad  he  confeued  that,  oo  far  as  he 


was  conoemed,  he  should  shrink  from  the 
responsibility  which  such  a  course  would  im- 
pose upon  them.  He  would  not  any  longer 
detain  the  Council  by  alluding  to  the  measure 
itself :  that  part  of  the  subject  had  already  been 
fully  considered,  and  they  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  was 
necessary.  He  would  move.  That  the  amend- 
ments ruiade  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
the  17th  and  19th  clauses  of  the  Native  Lands 
Bill,  as  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  transmitted  by  them  to  this  Council 
for  adoption,  be  now  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Major  BICHMOND  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  the  Bill  had  come 
back  to  them  in  so  anomalous  a  manner  that 
the  Council  ought  to  know  whether  Ministers 
had  given  advice  to  His  Excellency  on  the 
subject  of  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  said  that  some  of 
the  Ministers  had  had  conversations  with  His 
Excellency  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  had  asked  this  question 
because  he  felt  he  had  a  right  to  do  so  as  a 
member  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament.    He 

gathered  from  what  had  been  said  that  there 
ad  been  a  consultation  between  some  of  the 
Ministers  and  His  Excellency.  He  was  bound 
to  give  the  message  every  possible  respect  and 
consideration ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  certain 
that  Ministers  did  not  understand  the  effect  of 
the  amendment.  It  was  proposed  that  there 
should  be  two  sorts  of  tenure :  one  which  should 
be  subject  to  all  the  incidents  of  British  law, 
and  another  which  should  not  be  subject  to  the 
incidents  of  British  law ;  but  what  law  was  to 
be  followed  in  the  latter  case  he  could  not  say. 
Both  certificates  were  obtained  by  the  same 
payment ;  but  the  result  was  not  the  same 
in  both  cases :  that  which  was  indorsed  by  the 
Governor  was  held  under  British  law,  but  that 
which  was  unindorsed  was  not  held  by  the 
same  rights.  By  the  amendment  two  sorts  of 
tenure  were  proposed,  which  he  thought  would 
lead  to  a  state  of  confusion.  There  were  other 
objections  to  the  amendment.  The  contribution 
was  required  to  be  in  a  fixed  rate  on  the  value 
of  the  land.  It  was  easy  to  see  how  this  would 
work.  In  these  transactions  in  land  it  would 
be  the  object  of  both  parties  to  represent  the 
amount  to  be  given  for  the  land  as  small  ae 
possible  in  order  to  avoid  the  law ;  and  by 
granting  long  leases  they  would  escape  the 
operation  of  the  law  altogether.  Then,  the 
tax  of  4  per  cent,  on  subsequent  trans- 
fers of  land  would  effectually  operate  as  a 
bar  to  improvements.  These  difficulties  would 
serve  to  show  that  the  measure  had  not 
been  properly  considered  ;  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  to  another  session — that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  the  experience  of 
the  next  few  months  than  to  provide  for  the 
transfer  of  the  land  without  due  consideration. 
The  Hon.  Colonel  RUSSELL  had  viewed  the 
BiU  in  its  original  state  with  considerable 
alarm,  but  his  mind  was  relieved  by  what  he 
believiNi  would  be  the  effect  of  the  amendment. 
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He  did  not  attach  much  importance  to  iti 
supposed  efiect  on  the  provincial  revenae,  since 
he  believed  the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to 
inciease  the  population,  who  wonld  lose  no 
'Opportunity  in  turning  Native  land  into  Euro- 
pean land.  It  was  unpleasant  to  be  living,  as 
we  were  at  present,  in  a  state  of  sufferance;  and, 
if  for  no  other  consideration,  he  would  support 
the  Bill,  as  it  would  enable  us,  he  thought,  in . 
time  to  become  masters  of  the  country.  He 
therefore  cordially  accepted  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  stated  his  intention 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  His 
!Ezcellency's  message.  He  did  so  not  by  way 
of  exercising  any  judgment  on  the  question 
involved  in  it.  Indeed,  he  felt  the  Council  was 
precluded  from  exercising  any  such  judgment. 
If  the  amendment  were  not  adopted,  he  under- 
stood that  the  Oovemment  threatened  to 
Abandon  the  BUI.  For  this  reason  he  should 
«upport  the  amendment,  relying  on  the  Bill 
bemg  subjected  to  revision  by  the  Imperial 
authorities.  The  amended  clause,  now  restored 
to  its  original  form,  was  in  his  opinion  open  to 
the  gravest  possible  objections,  it  being  certain 
that  its  effect  must  be  to  involve  our  Courts  of 
law  in  the  decision  of  questions  of  Maori  title, 
and  to  entangle  the  Oovemment  in  political 
complications  arising  out  of  Native  disputes. 
But,  whatever  objections  he  felt  to  that  mea- 
sure, he  considered  that  the  Council  had  no 
alternative  but  tp  adopt  His  Excellency's  re- 
commendation. He  felt  that,  the  legislature 
having  thrown  on  the  Governor  the  sole  re- 
sponsibilitjr  in  Native  affairs,  there  would  be 
a  flagrant  inconsistency  il  the  Council  should 
now  refuse  to  adopt  a  proposal  of  this  kind 
coming  from  him.  Regretting  that  the  Council 
had  no  free,  deliberate  voice  m  the  matter,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to  adopt  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  rather  than  to  allow  the  session 
to  pass  without  aay  legislation  on  the  subject. 
Xhere  was  an  immment  necessity  for  legislation 
of  some  kind.  He  referred  to  the  present  illicit 
trafficking  in  Native  lands,  pajticularly  at 
Hawke'sBay.  Unless  the  present  systematic 
violation  of  the  law  were  placed  under  check 
— and  which  could  only  be  done  by  subjecting 
it  to  legal  control — there  was  a  great  danger 
of  disturbances  at  Hawke'sBay  similar  to  those 
vhioh  had  occurred  at  Taranaki.  Relying  on 
the  Bill  undergoing  scrutiny  and  revision  by 
the  Imperial  authorities,  and  probably  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  he  shoula,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  given,  si^>port  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said,  if  anything 
was  needed  to  confirm  him  in  his  views  as  to 
the  character  of  the  measure  before  the  Council, 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  and  gallant 
member  would  do  so.  He  had  stated  that  as 
the  amendment  would  give  effect  to  the  Bill 
he  should  vote,  for  its  adoption,  because  it 
would  put  the  Europeans  in  possession  of  Native 
lands — in  fact,  make  us  masters  of  the  coun- 
try, which  was  the  object  desired  As  to  the 
tlu«at  of  the  honourable  gentlenuui  represent- 
ing the  Government,  that  If  the  aniondment 
was  rejected  the  Bill  would  be  abanaoned,  he 
^Colonel  Kenny)  thought  that  was  scwcely  a 
Son,  Colonel  Btutell 


fair  declaration  to  have  made.  It  wu,  in  fMt, 
to  drive  the  Council  into  die  adoption  of  ttw 
amendment  in  spite  of  their  oonvictions.  Kit, 
his  judgment  not  being  convinced,  he  mmt 
only  vote  in  accordance  with  his  ooDieiinoe. 
A  few  days  ago  he  (Colonel  Kenny)  had  movad 
an  amendment  to  the  Bill  restcictiiig  tiie 
quantity  of  land  to  be  purchased  by  a  Eoid- 
pean ;  but  the  Council  considered  that  it  wooU 
be  evaded,  and  consequently  that  it  was  im- 
practicable. Now,  if  that  were  the  cue,  ka 
could  not  understand  how  the  rates  pnniaaed 
to  be  assessed  under  the  Gorcmor's  amflnmnent 
could  be  carried  out.  That  oonld  only  be  don* 
through  information  obtained  from  the  oob- 
traoting  parties  —  the  buyer  and  the  seller— 
whose  interests  it  would  be  to  conceal  tkt 
amount  paid  and  received  for  the  poichsee  d 
the  land.  He  also  objected  to  the  amendnunt 
because  it  placed  no  limit  to  the  leasing  of 
Native  lands,  which  might  therefore  be  gat 
possession  of  for  unlimited  periods  without  ibj 
conditions  of  occupancy.  He  thoogiit  tiiii 
would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  both  of  tiu 
colonists  and  the  Natives. 
•  The  Hon.  Mr.  CRAWFOBD.— The  obiem- 
tions  of  the  supporters  of  this  amendment  pot 
me  in  mind  of  what  is  said  to  have  hf^ipeoed 
in  the  Province  of  Canterbmy.  The  stzetsa 
in  the  vicinity  of  Christchncch  having  beeime 
choked  by  the  grovrth  of  watarcresses,  the  Vn- 
vinoial  Gfovetnment  advertised  for  soggotiait 
as  to  the  best  means  of  getting  rid  of  ths 
troublesome  plant.  The  only  answer  th^  a- 
ceived  was,  "  Try  ducks."  I  hope  the  doda 
succeeded  in  removing  the  nuisance.  ^A 
every  wish  to  support  the  Governor  in  tliii 
matter,  I  must,  while  I  sit  here,  vote  U>  & 
best  of  my  judgment  and  according  to  &e 
dictates  of  my  conscience ;  and  in  tmi  cut  I 
am  oompelled  to  vote  against  the  amendmeit. 
Should  this  Bill  become  law  we  may  bid  idia 
for  many  a  long  year  to  systematic  oiloniatios 
and  to  all  the  improvements  of  the  age.  Tliee 
may  be  a  few  peJtry  roads,  bat  there  will  be  n 
railroads.  It  has  been  observed  by  the  Hoa 
the  Attorney-General  that  in  the  Nativt  kstei 
in  Hawke's  Bay  and  elsewhere  land  is  let  I7 
the  Natives  to  one  tenant,  another  ikoob 
offers  a  higher  rent  and  ousts  the  first  (eout, 
a  third  offers  still  more  and  the  piooesi  ■■ 
repeated.  I  should  like  to  know.  Sir,  frmn  tl» 
Government  whether,  should  the  same  sjitai 
be  adopted  by  the  Natives  with  the  lands  sold  ct 
leased  under  this  Act,  the  Government  an  p» 
pared  by  foroe  of  arms,  it  necessary,  to  npfcoB 
the  title  of  the  rightful  owner.  I  believe  tins 
measure  will  prove  the  downfall  of  the  Nstin 
rsMse.  The  Natives,  having  no  means  of  inter- 
ment, have  hitherto  rapidly  dissipated  tbe 
funds  which  they  have  received  for  land ;  tad  I 
see  every  reason  to  suppose  that,  however  \U9 
the  sums  they  may  now  receive,  they  will  c<a- 
tinue  to  squander  their  capital,  and  in  a  dioct 
year  or  two  be  as  poor  as  ever.  I  have  thoa^ 
.  a  good  deal  about  this  Native  question,  and  I 
b^eve  tiiat,  had  a  little  more  time  been  ewB 
for  consideration,  a  measure  might  have  ^ev 
]^codnoed  oorahining  great  advantages  (0  botti 
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laoes.  I  should  be  in  favonr  o(  a  modeiate 
qoit-ient  on  the  land — ^which,  being  payable 
annually,  would  teach  the  Natives  habits  of 
management  of  property  —  Tvith  a  power  of 
redemption  after  a  certain  number  of  years, 
at  which  time  the  Natives  might  be  capable  of 
thoroughly  managing  their  own  affairs.  Some 
plan  of  this  kind,  combined  with  means  of 
raising  funds  for  surveys  and  roads,  &c., 
would,  I  think,  be  preferable  to  the  present 
scheme.  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  His  Excellency's  amendment ;  but  I 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall  that  it  will 
create  great  confusion  of  title,  and  the  pay- 
ment proposed  to  the  provincial  chests  is  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  collecting. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  opposed  the 
amendment,  which  he  said  attempted  to 
establish  an  ad  valorem  tax  on  the  land 
purchased  from  the  Natives,  which  was  op- 
posed to  the  tendency  of  all  modem  legislation. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  supported  the 
amendment  because  he  thought  the  Qovem- 
ment  entitled  to  hearty  support.  If  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill  was  not  perfect  now, 
it  was  susceptible  of  improvement.  The 
amendment  came  from  the  Oovemor,  who 
was  willing  to  work  the  Bill,  which  was  the 
work  of  an  able  Ministry.  It  would  rest  with 
them  to  carry  out  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  that,  however 
desirous  he  might  feel  to  support  any  alteration 
in  the  Bill  suggested  by  His  Excellency,  he 
should  be  reluctantly  obliged  to  oppose  the 
proposed  amendment,  since  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  throw  open  all  the  Native  lands  to 
private  speculators,  by  removing  the  only  check 
the  Bill  contained.  The  substance  of  the  ar- 
guments urged  in  support  of  the  amendment 
amounted  to  this :  that,  when  any  interest  or 
cl^s  was  sofiSciontly  strong  to  defy  the  law, 
the  law  was  to  be  altered  in  its  favour.  It  was 
delusive  to  expect  that  any  revenue  would  be 
received  from  a  percentage  tax  on  the  sale  of 
Native  lands,  since  it  was  the  interest  of  both 
the  buyer  and  seller  to  evade  the  law  by  repre- 
senting the  sum  paid  as  very  much  less  than  it 
was  in  reality,  which  could  not  be  the  case  in 
an  acreage  tax. ;  while  the  tax  on  subsequent 
tnmsfers  in  reality  amounted  to  a  tax  on  im- 
provements, since  the  more  valuable  a  man 
made  his  purchase  by  cultivation  and  improve- 
ments the  more  he  would  have  to  pay  to  Go- 
Temment  on  its  sale ;  and  the  result  would  bo 
that  when  the  purchasers  of  Native  lands  were 
sufficiently  strong,  as  a  class,  to  exert  a  pres- 
sure on  the  Government,  the  tax  would  be  re- 
pealed in  their  favour.  Much  had  been  said 
about  the  teasing  which  the  Natives  had  for- 
merly suffered  by  the  lemd-purohasers  of  the 
Government ;  but  this  teasing  was  nothing  to 
the  pressure  that  would  now  be  brought  to  bear 
on  tnem.  If  they  had  been  teased  before,  they 
would  now  be  plagued  by  land-sharks ;  if  they 
had  been  chastised  by  whips,  they  would  now 
be  tormented  by  scorpions.  And  if  the  amend- 
ment were  carried,  the  Bill  might  easily  be 
evaded,  since  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
Natives  from  granting  long  leases  of  ninety-nine 


years  of  their  lands,  in  which  oaee  no  duty 
would  be  paid  to  the  Government.  The  argu>' 
ments  against  the  amendment  appeared  to  him 
so  strohg  and  conclusive  that  he  felt  compelled 
to  vote  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANOBED  feared,  from  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mn 
Hall  and  other  members,  that  in  the  few  words 
he  had  addressed  to  the  CoimoU  in  proposing 
the  amendment  he  had  not  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing his  meaning  dear,  and  he  would  therefore 
endeavour  to  recapitulate  what  he  hod  said; 
[The  honourable  member  then  repeated  8ub> 
stantially  what  he  had  said  in  opening  the  dis- 
cussion.] The  amendment  had  originated  with 
His  Excellency  himself.  There  were  three  dif- 
ferent views  put  forward — that  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  that  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, and  that  of  His  Excellency  as  contained  in 
the  amendment.  He  thought  the  Governor's' 
proposal  of  a  percentage  tax  better  than  an 
acreage  tax,  and  referred  at  some  length  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston's  argument  against  an  ad 
valorem  tax,  and  concluded  bv  observing  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Ciouncil  to  reject  thet 
Bill  than  not  adopt  the  amendment. 

The  Council  divided. 

Ates,  6. 
Cntfield  Richmond  Sewell 

Menzies  Bussell,  A.  H.  Tancred. 

Noes,  6. 
Crawford  Johnston  Bussell,  H. 

Hall  Kenny  Stokes. 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Hon.  the- 
Sfxakeb  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Ayes." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DEBTOBS  AND  CBEDITOES  BILL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatives in  the  Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

LAND  BEVENUE  APPBOPBIATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  1). 
The  Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  1)  was  recid  a  first  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages  with- 
out amendment. 

LAND  REVENUE  APPROPRUTION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL  (No.  2). 
The  Land  Bevenue  Appropriation  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages  with- 
out amendment. 

APPBOPBUTION  BILL. 
The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  passed  through  all  its   remaining  stages 
without  amendment. 

WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL 
(No.  2). 

The  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill 
(No.  2)  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCBED  moved,  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 
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The  Hon.  Colonel  EENKY  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  the  woid  "  now  "  be  omitted, 
with  a  view  of  adding  the  woids  "  this  day  six 
months." 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
oi  the  question." 

Arcs,  2. 
Sewell  Tancred. 

Noes,  8. 
Crawford  Kenny  Russell,  H. 

Cutfield  Menzies  Stokes. 

Hall  Russell,  A.  H. 

Majority  against,  6.. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

PETTY  SESSIONS  COURTS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved,  That  the 
Petty  Sessions  Courts  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  m<mth8. 

LOAN  BILL. 
The  Loan  Bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages  with- 
out amendment. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  BILL. 

The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remain- 
ing stages  with  ameudibent. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations.  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  moved,  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  hlx.  HALL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, the  omission  of  all  the  words  after  the 
word  "  That,"  with  a  view  of  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing in  lieu  thereof :  "  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Council  it  is  not  practicablo  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session  to  give  proper  consideration  to 
the  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Amend- 
ment Bill." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPKESENTATTVES. 
Friday,  Igth  September,  186IS. 


Postal  Commonieation— Leave  of  Absenoe  — First 
5*^'"J?,":r^"jeP'7  — Sale  tor  Non-payment  of 
Bates  Bill  — ReBldent  Magistrates'  Jurisdiction 
Extension  Bill— Debtors  and  Creditors  Bill— 
liOttn  Bill  — Native  Circnit  Conrts  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill— Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill— Besiii- 
nation— New  Writ. — ~o 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbateks. 


POSTAL  COMMUNICA'nON. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  inquired  of  the  Postmaite- 
General  what  steps  he  intended  to  take  villi 
regard  to  the  loss  of  the  "  Lord  Worsley  "— 
whether  he  intended  to  replace  her,  or  what. 
There  was  particular  excitement  aixMit  this 
question  among  his  constituents  at  Nelson, 
whose  interests  were  at  stake  in  it;  sod  ha 
wished  to  know  whether  they  were  to  be  cut  of, 
in  consequence  of  this  loss,  from  their  line  ts 
Sydney  and  the  interprovinoial  service  om  ^b» 
West  Coast,  which  they  had  a  ri^it  to  expect, 
from  the  arrangements  adopted  by  this  Hoojc, 
to  run  tw\ce  a  month.  The  present  was  a  suit- 
able time  to  ask  this  question,  becaose  of  tiM 
presence  of  the  "  Rangatira,"  which  had  ccmt 
down  on  a  speculative  venture  for  two  or  thie* 
trips — a  speculation  which  might  be  converted 
into  a  certainty  if  it  were  ananged  that  At 
should  take  the  place  of  the  "  Lord  Warcley " 
till  the  arrival  of  the  "  Claude  Hamilton "  or 
some  other  vessel  of  the  I.C.R.M.C. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  question  was  one  thit 
could  be  answered  very  simply ;  bat  he  woaU 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  the  losses  of 
the  "  White  Swan  "  and  of  the  "  Lord  Woniky,'' 
though  both  seriously  afieoting  the  system  d 
postal  communication,  did  not  afiect  it  in  tlis 
same  way.  The  "  White  Swan  "  was  a  stescuc 
specially  contracted  for,  and  the  owners  of  it 
had  no  other  boat  to  supply  her  place.  Nelson 
might  have  been  inconvenienced  to  some  extent 
by  her  loss ;  bat  Taranaki  was  not,  and  Pietoa 
was  rather  benefited.  The  loss  of  the  "  Lori 
Worsley  "  would  not  interfere  with  the  inter- 
provincial  line  in  any  degree,  as,  in  order  thit 
it  should  not  do  so,  he  had  instructed  tkat 
the  boat  going  between  Wellington  and  Mana- 
kau  should  call  at  Nelson  and  Picton.  No  ir- 
rangement  could  be  made  to  snp^y  the  plies 
of  the  "  Worsley  "  on  the  Sydneyline  till  the 
next  month  :  beyond  that  he  trusted  t^e  incaB- 
venience  would  not  extend,  becanse  the  bait 
lost  was  the  property  of  a  company  wluise  ooo- 
tract  was  to  have  a  boat  in  reserve,  and  than 
was  now  a  boat  belonging  to  them  aX  Sydney— 
the  "  Prince  Alfred."  If  that  was  not  finiibej 
refitting  he  trusted  the  new  boat  would  be  ii 
these  waters  in  time  to  take  up  the  next  ntontli'k 
service,  and  in.  the  present  month  the  incot- 
venience  would  be  coinpensated  by  the  preseDC* 
of  the  "  Rangatira."  He  could  notbe  expeeiid 
,to  state  now  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  thi 
Government  to  make  any  contract  with  that  or 
any  other  boat ;  but  they  would  not  be  behind- 
huid  in  making  any  arrangement  by  which 
economy  with  greater  postal  and  commercial 
advantage  would  be  secured. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  White 
for  the  present  session,  and  Mr.  FitsGeiald  br 
the  remainder  of  the  session. 

FIRST  READING. 
Land  Claims  Bill. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Oooa- 
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mitten  of  Snpply  vras  lepoited  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

SALE  FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  BATES 
BILL. 

It  was  lepocted  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
feteDce  on  the  sabject  of  the  amendments  mode 
by  the  House  in  the  Sale  for  Non-pajrment  of 
Bates  BUI  that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to 
iscommend  the  adoption  of  certain  amend- 
ments.. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

EESIDENT    MAGISTBATES'   JUBIS- 
DICTION  EXTENSION  BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  by  the  House  in  the  Besident  Magistrates' 
Jotisdiction  Extension  Bill  that  the  Conference 
bad  agreed  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  cer- 
tain amendments. 

Beport  adopted  by  the  House. 

DEBTOES  AND  CEEDITORS  BILL. 
The  Debtors  and   Creditors   Bill  was   con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,    reed   a  third  time,   and 


LOAN  BILL. 

Mr.  WOOD,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Loan  Bill,  explained  that  it  was  simply 
the  Act  of  1856  mutatit  mutandis,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  schedule,  by  which 
£200,000  was  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of 
Taranald,  and  £800,000  to  defraying  Im- 
perial claims,  making  roads,  &c.  [The 
honoDiable  member  went  at  some  length  into 
the  subject  of  the  Imperial  claims,  and  fin- 
ished by  proposing  that  the  House  should  now 
agree  to  this  Loan  Bill  for  these  particular  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  House  should  understand 
that  the  Qovenmient  was  not  to  repay  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  any  of  those  Imperial  ad- 
vances till  the  whole  question  of  how  much  we 
were  to  pay  was  satisfactorily  settled.]  They 
would  also  ask  the  House  to  enable  them,  in  anti- 
eipation  of  the  raising  of  the  loan,  to  raise  on 
Treasury  biUs  £100,000  to  meet  extraordinary 
expenses  they  would  be  put  to  for  opening  up 
the  country,  Taranaki  Militia,  and  defensive  ex- 
penses generally. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  agree  with  the  pro- 
position not  to  pay  any  money  on  account  till 
everything  was  settled.  He  thought  that  course 
woold  tend  to  irritate  the  Home  Ciovemment. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  a  large  payment 
should  be  made  —  amounting  to  somewhere 
about  what  they  thought  the  colony  fairly  liable 
for— reserving  merely  the  balance  as  to  which 
further  explanations  were  wanted.  He  again 
expiessed  his  regret  that  the  Government  had 
not  proceeded  with  their  proposal  for  raising  a 
milhon  loan  for  road-making  and  the  establish- 
ment of  frontier  settlements,  for  he  was  sure 
that  if  they  had  done  so  it  would  have  been 
carried  by  a  large  majority.  He  would  like  to 
hear  some  further  explanation  as  to  the  alloca- 
tion of  the  loan — ^how  the  roads  being  made  in 
Tatanaki  Province  were  to  be  charged ;  as  to 


the  liability  of  the  Taranaki  people  ;  and  also 
whether  the  Province  of  Auckland  or  the  colony 
was  to  be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  the  Waikato 
road — whether  it  was  to  be  included  in  this 
£300,000,  and,  if  so,  how  the  loan  itself  was  to 
be  charged.  How  these  charges  were  to  be 
eventually  distributed  and  borne  was  a  point 
on  which  neither  the  present  nor  the  late 
Ministry  had  condescended  to  inform  the  House. 
Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  expressed  his  sym- 

fathy  with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
er  for  Nelson  City.  Had  the  million  loan  been 
proposed  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  House 
would  have  most  readily  agreed  to  it. 

Mr.  FOX  expressed  hu  very  great  satisfaction 
that  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  had  not  brought  down  his  proposal 
for  a  loan  of  a  million.  He  believed  that  the 
Ministry  had  not  any  well-defined  idea  in  their 
own  minds  of  a  proposal  for  the  establishment 
of  frontier  settlements,  or  of  the  way  the  loan 
was  to  be  expended.  The  plan,  as  outlined  in 
the  honourable  member's  proposal  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  those  settlements,  was,  in  fact,  no 
plan  at  all.  It  was  absurd,  impracticable,  and 
impossible.  He  apprehended  we  should  have 
enough  to  do  to  raise  the  Half-million  Loan  to 
pay  off  our  liabilities. 

Mr.  MOOBHOUSE  would  not  oppose  the 
proposal,  but  he  regretted  that  the  larger  sum 
had  not  been  proposed .  His  reason  for  this  was 
that  he  understood  the  million  was  to  have  been 
home  by  the  Northern  Island  exclusively,  and 
now  he  understood  it  was  intended  that  the 
half-million  was  to  be  charged  on  the  whole 
colony.  The  Middle  Island  would  therefore 
have  to  bear  apportion  of  the  £150,000  for  mak- 
ing roads,  &c.,  m  the  North  Island,  which  other- 
wise they  would  have  borne  no  part  of.  For 
this  sacrifice  they  got  the  magnanimous  con- 
solation that  they  were  doing  a  great  deal  of 
good. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
DOMETT  and  FITZHERBERT, 

Mr.  WOOD  explained  the  proposed  allocation 
of  the  loan.  It  might  be  considered  as  consist- 
ing of  three  portions :  first,  the  Taranaki  por- 
tion, which  the  House  itself  had  decided  upon 
— that  it  was  "to  be  raised  on  the  security 
of  the  General  Government  of  the  colony,  but 
to  be  a  special  charge,  as  between  the  colony 
and  Taranaki,  on  the  revenues  (land  and 
ordinary)  of  the  said  Province  of  Tara- 
naki;" secondly,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's 
demands,  which  were  to  be  charged  on  the 
revenue  of  the  whole  colony;  and  then  the 
balance — ^perhaps  about  £150,000 — ^for  expendi- 
ture on  public  works,  roads,  purposes  of  defence, 
&c.,  which  was  to  be  charged  on  the  provinces 
within  which  it  was  expended. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through 
sill  its  remaining  stages  with  certain  amend- 
ments. 

NATIVE  CIRCUIT  COURTS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 
It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  held 
vrith  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  in  the  Na- 
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tive  Ciicnit  Conrts  Act  Amendment  Bill ;  Mid 
that;  Mr.  Billon  Bell,  Mr.  Colenso,  Mr.  3.0. 
Biohmond,  and  Mr.  Rossell  be  the  Managers  of 
such  Conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  BILL. 

The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill  was  farther 
considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
with    amendments,   read  a  third   time,   and 


RESIGNATION. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  to  the  House  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Major  Richardson  re- 
signing his  scat  in  the  House  for  the  City  of 
Dnnedln. 

NEW  WRIT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DOMETT,  it  was  agreed. 
That  a  respectful  address  bo  presented  to  His 
Excellency  the  Oovemor,  requesting  that  he 
will  forthwith  cause  the  new  writ  to  be  issued 
for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  this 
House  for  the  City  of  Dunedin,  in  room  of 
Major  Richardson,  resigned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  four  o'clock 
p.m.  until  to-morrow  at  noon. 


liEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Saturday,  13th  September,  1862. 


Position  of  Attornoy-Genoral— Native  Circuit  Courts 
Act  Amendmont  Bill  —  PrivileKe  —  Telegraphic 
Commanicallon— Loau  Bill— Land  Claims  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

POSITION  OF  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL.— Sir,  before  the 
business  of  the  Council  commences,  you  will 
probablv  allow  me  to  make  an  explanation 
personal  to  myself.  I  have  up  to  this  time 
carried  on  the  business  of  the  GoTemment  in 
the  Council  as  Attorney-General :  I  have  felt 
myself  called  on  to  resign  that  office,  and  I' 
desire  to  state  the  circumstemces  which  have 
induced  me  to  take  that  step.  I  need  not  de- 
tain the  Council  by  recapitulating  all  the  cir- 
oumstances  connected  with  recent  .political 
changes  up  to  the  time  when  my  late  col- 
leagues, Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Wood,  joined  the 
Government.  It  will  be  remember^  that  on 
a  rather  memorable  night,  in  another  House, 
those  gentlemen  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  Mr. 
Domett's  Government.  Not  being  a  meml>er 
of  that  House,  I,  of  coarse,  took  no  part  in  that 
scene ;  but  whilst  it  was  taking  place,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  was  pressed  by  different 
members  to  follow  the  example  of  my  former 
colleagues.  I  did  not  do  so.  Considering  it 
wise  to  give  the  matter  further  consideration, 
I  suspended  my  decision  till  the  following  day. 
I  do  not  remember  the  precise  mode  in  which 
my  arrangement  with  Mr.  Domett  was  come 
to ;  bat,  in  substance,  the  arrangement  was 


this:   Mr.  Domett  offered  me  the  Attomey- 
Generalship  as  a  member  of  the  Ministiy.  I 
declined  joining  the  Ministry  immediate^,  u 
I  did  not  concur  in  their  Native  Lands  nil, 
and  I  was  not  satisfied  as  to  their  piopoaal  for 
their  million  loan.    I  felt  that  I  Baoiud  ^lit» 
myself  in  a  false  position  by  becoming  a  rnsm- 
her  of  a  Government,  not  being  able  to  lecom- 
mend  their  measures  to  the  liegislativeComioil 
upon  my  own  responsibility.    I  stated,  homvei, 
to  Mr.  Domett  that,  should  those  meosonsbe. 
come  law,  it  would  be  eve^body's  duty  to  gite 
effect  to  them  as  best  might  be,  and  that  I 
should  be  prepared  to  give  my  assistance  to 
him  by  joining  the  Government  at  the  end  of 
the  session.    This  arrangement  was  distinct!; 
agreed  to  between  Mr.  Domett  and  myieU.  I 
announced  it  generally,  and  I  beUeve  the  an- 
nouncement had  some  political  effect  in  iDdI^ 
ing  members  to  acquiesce  in  the  Mimstenll 
arrangements.    On  the  following  night  a  tew. 
lution  was  adopted  in  the  House  of  Bepieaenta- 
tives  which  made  an  important  change  in  Uu 
status  of  the  Attomey-Oeneial.     The  Hoosa 
resolved  that,  under  special  circumstanoes,  ii 
might  be  desirable  that  the  office  o!  Attomej- 
General  should  be  held  independently  of  politi- 
cal party,  by  a  person  not  necessarily  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ministry.    I  understood  that  cne  d 
the  objects  of  the  resolutian  was  to  meet  m; 
own  partioolar  case,  as  wall  as  to  pnvids  ba 
like  emergencies.    The  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tives  having  come  to  this  resolation,  I  ms  im- 
mediately pressed,  partioalarly  by  the  then  At- 
torney-General, Mr.  Gillies,  to  accept  office  tt 
once,  inasmuch  as  he  was  obliged  immediitd; 
to  leave  Wellington  and  vacate  his  office.  I 
stated  to  him  and  lilr.  Domett  that,  if  it  vast 
matter  of  convenience  to  the  Government  tluJ 
the  office  should  not  be  left  vacant,  I  *(nU 
undertake  to  hold  it  till  the  end  of  the  lasna. 
independently  and  unpoliticaUy,  for  the  nuR 
purpose  of  transacting  the  official  woik,  «itii 
the  understanding  that  at  the  end  of  the  set- 
sion  I  would  .join  the  Ministry  as  before  f- 
ranged.    That  was  distinctly  agreed  to.   It  is 
impossible  that  there    oan   be   any  nistaiB 
about  it.    I  stated  its  effect  in  the  Legidtlin 
Cotmcil  immiediately  afterwards.    Here  ii  ^ 
report  of  what  I  said.    I  was  careful  about  i^ 
and  revised  the  report  myself.     I  will  ttta 
it:— 

"Mr.  Seweix.  explained  that  for  thepeseat 
he  had  felt  himself  unable  to  join  the  Gom^ 
ment  as  one  of  the  Ministry,  though  he  bad,  ti 
their  request,  accepted  the  office  of  Attomej- 
Oeneral,  but  not  as  a  Minister.  It  wooU  ^ 
readily  tmderstood  that,  under  cironnistanciei 
like  the  present,  the  measures  proposed  bj  tt< 
new  Government  might  not  be  such  as  he  eoou 
cordially  approve  of.  Disapproving  "  '"^ 
of  some  of  those  meastcres,  ne  cotud  not  ttb 
upon  himself  to  come  down  to  the  licgiilatin 
Council  and  recommend  their  adoptioa  apoDtf 
own  responsibility.  If  the  Legislatoie  dwa.d 
pass  them,  and  they  should  become  law.  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  everybody,  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability,  to  assist  the  Oovemor  in  can^^ 
them  into  effect ;  and  he  should  be  prepared  at 
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the  end  of  the  session  to  join  the  Qovenunent 
upon  the  nsoal  t«nns." 

As  to  the  acouiaoy  of  that  report  there  can  be 
BO  doabt.  I  called  Mr.  Domett's  attention  to 
it  to-day,  and  he  admitted  its  accuijaoy.  Under 
that  arrangement  I  condnoted  the  6fficial  busi- 
ness of  the  Attorney-Generalship ;  and  I  must 
state  that  during  thitt  period  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  position  of  an  Attomey-Qeneral  not 
being  a  member  of  the  Ministry  was  essentially 
a  false  one  ;  especially  if  there  were  other  legal 
minds  in  the  Government  directing  and  oon- 
tiolling  it,  so  that  the  Attorney-General  coulji 
exercise  no  practical  influence  over  the  decision 
of  the  Government  on  the  most  important  mea- 
sures. It  is  a  position  which  I  would  not  hold 
tmder  such  circumstances.  So  matters  oon- 
tinaed  till  within  a  few  days  ago.  The  Native 
Lands  Bill  passed  through  its  legislative  stages ; 
so  tluit  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  my  join- 
,  ing  the  Government  was  removed.  As  the  ses- 
sion was  about  to  dose,  I  folt  that  the  time  was 
come  when  I  should  take  my  seat  in  the  Go- 
vernment. Accordingly  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Domett 
the  following  note : — 

"  Wellington,  10th  September,  1862. 
"  Mt  okab  Domett,  —  The  question  being 
now  disposed  of  which  formed  an  impediment 
to  my  joining  the  Government,  I  shall  now  be 
ready  to  taJco  my  place  with  you  as  soon  as  you 
think  it  convenient.  It  would,  I  think,  be  well 
that  it  should  be  done  before  the  session  ter- 
minates.— I  ha^e,  Ac, 

"Hbnby  Ssweix." 
To  my  surprise,  I  heard  that  a  difficulty  was 
raised  as  to  the  carrying-out  of  the  arrange- 
ment come  to  with  me.  I  saw  Mr.  Domett, 
and  found  that  the  fact  was  so,  and  that  some 
members  of  his  Government  would  not  Ckgree 
to  my  joining  the  Ministry.  I  felt  that  I  could 
no  longer  allow  the  matter  to  remain  in  a  state 
of  ambiguity,  and  I  accordingly  wrote  imme- 
diately to  Mr.  Domett  the  following  letters,  the 
one  enclosing  the  other : — 

"  Wellington,  11th  September,  1862. 
"  Mt  deab  Domett, — I  send  you  a  letter  for 
your  private  perusal.  You  must  come  to  a 
defcisioa  as  to  the  Attomey-QeneralsBip  this 
morning.  If  yon  decide  on  my  not  joining  you, 
please  consider  the  enclosed  as  an  official  com- 
munication. If  you  decide  otherwise,  return  it 
to  me. — I  have,  «o., 

"HiCNBT  Sxvxu.." 
"  Enclosure. 
"  Mt  deab  Dokett, — With  reference  to  my 
late  proposal  that  I  should  join  the  Govern- 
ment I  regret  to  find  that  a  diffictilty  is  raised. 
Aastuning  this  to  be  the  case,  I  feel  t^t  I 
should  be  iix  a  false  position  if  I  were  to  retain 
the  office  of  Attorney-General,  and  I  must  in 
that  case  request  you  to  consider  this  as  a 
TCsigD»tion  of  my  office.  You  must  at  the 
aaoM  time  pardon  me  for  expressing  my  very 
strong  opimon  that  such  a  refusal  on  your  part 
will  be  a  departure  from  the  clear  understand- 
ing eome  to  between  us  when  I  first  joined  you. 
It  was  then  distinctly  understood  that  I  should 
join  the  Ministry  at  the  end  of  the  seesioD. 
1862— w 


The  difierenoe  of  opinion  between  us  as  to  the 
Native  Lands  Bill  prevented  my  doing  so  whilst 
that  measure  was  passing  through  the  Iie^is- 
lature.  I  'agreed  to  hold  the  office  unpouti- 
call^  during  the  session  as  a  matter  of  oon- 
vemenoe  to  the  Government.  Upon  these 
facts  there  can  be  no  possible  misunderstand- 
ing. I  distinctly  announced  this  to  the  Legia- 
lative  Council.  As  regards  the  Begistrat-' 
Generalship :  Ceasing  to  hold  the  office  of 
Attorney-General  I  should  decline  to  hold  any 
office  under  or  in  connection  with  the  present 
Government,  and  shall  not  do  so  except  in 
accordance  with  some  expressed  wish  on  the- 
part  of  the  Government  or  Legislature  that  I 
should  do  so  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  IJand 
Registry  Act  into  immediate  efioot,  with  a  full 
and  general  discretion  as  to  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  bringing  it  into  operaUon.  I 
will  take  steps  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  that  point. — ^I 
have,  Ac,  "  Henby  Seweijc." 

I  may  state  that,  as  regards  the  Registrar- 
Generalship,  independently  of  my  objection  to 
hold  office  of  any  kind  under  or  in  connection 
with  a  Government  from  whom  I  bad  not. 
received  the  treatment  I  was  entitled  to,  I  de- 
clined placing  myself  in  subordination  to  Mt. 
Russell  either  as  Attorney-General  or  as  a 
member  of  the  Ministry.  Indeed,  I  would  not 
hold  the  office  of  Registrar-General  under  such 
relations  with  a  gentleman  known  to  be  ad- 
verse to  that  measure.  To  the  letter  so  ad^ 
dressed  by  me  to  Mr.  Domett  I  leoeiTedtiie 
following  reply : — 

••  12th  September,  1862. 

■'  Mt  ogab  Sewxll, — ^In  reply  to  your  note 
of  this  morning  I  have  the  pleasure  to  offer  yea 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  to  be  held,  of  course,  in 
ooqjunotion  with  the  Attorney-Generalship.—. 
I  have,  &c.,  "  Ai^fbxs  Dokbtc." 

To  this  I  immediately  answered  as  follows  :— 
'  "Mt  deab  Domett, — I  very  readily  itooept 
your  offer  of  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

"Hkitbt  Skwbll. 

"12th  September,  1862." 

So  I  considered  the  matter  settled.  I  stated 
generally  to  members  anxious  to  understand 
my  position  that  the  matter  was  finally  and 
satiuactorily  arranged.  Yesterday  evening, 
whilst  in  Council,  Mr.  Domett  sent  me  a  mes- 
sage re(^uesting  to  see  me.  I  found  that  he 
was  hesitating  as  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  en- 
gagement with  tae.  He  urged  me  to  resume 
my  original  position,  which  I  distinctly  de- 
clined ;  and  I  left  him,  begging  that  he  would 
let  me  know  his  mind  by  half-past  nine  thia 
morning,  and  whether  he  would  fulfil  his  offet 
to  me  or  not.  I  heard  nothing  from  him  at 
the  time  fixed,  and  between  ten  and  eleven  I 
called  on  him  and  found  him  in  the  same  state 
of  mind.  I  informed  him  distinctly  that  I 
would  not  depart  from  the  terms  of  arrange- 
ment come  to.  This  morning,  a  few  hours  ago, 
being  in  another  place,  I  heard  a  question  on 
this  subject  put  to  Mr.  Domett  by  Mr.  Fox, 
and  in  reply  I  heard  Mr.  Domett  state  officially 
that,  although  it  was  true  that  the  offer  of  a 
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seat  in  the  Government  had  been  made  to  and 
accepted  by  me,  yet  Bubsequently  new  cir- 
cumstances had  arisen  which  had  reopened  the 
question — that  the  matter  was  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  and  would  not 
be  decided  on  until  Monday.  I  need  scarcely ' 
say  that  under  those  circumstances  I  felt  it 
due  to  myself  at  once  to  resign  the  office  of  At- 
torney-General. I  immediately  announced  my 
intention  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  Council  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject ;  but  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Eon.  Mr.  Tancred,  representing  the  Oo- 
TQfnment,  to  oiler  some  explanation,  and 
'whether  he  assented  to  or  dissented  from  the 
statement  they  had  just  heard. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  said  the  honour- 
able member's  statement  was  substantially 
correct.  It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  cany  out  the  arrangement  that 
had  been  made,  and  they  were  in  that  mind 
until  yesterday.  The  alteration  had  been  made 
in  reference  to  the  Kative  Lands  Bill,  and  it 
fras  found  tiiere  was  a  possibility  of  an  im- 
{lortant  section  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment withdrawing  their  support  if  the  honour- 
Able  member  continued  in  office. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
hear  from  tiM  Government  whether  any  ar- 
rangement was  in  contemplation  by  which  the 
southern  portion  of  the  colony  would  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Executive  Council.  It  was 
understood  that  both  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr. 
Tancred  were  about  to  leave  the  Ministry; 
and  after  that  the  moat  important  part  of  the 
<iolony  in  population  and  wealth  would  be 
completely  unrepresented,  in  the  Government. 
Looking  to  the  way  in  which,  during  the  pre- 
.«ent  session,  souUiem  interests  had  been 
sacrificed,  he  (Mr.  Hall)  believed  that  if  some 
«nangement  as  he  had  referred  to  vas  not 
made  much  dissatisfaction  and  distrust  would 
le  produced  in  the  South. 

NATIVE  OIBOUIT  COURTS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference with  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  Native 
Circuit  Courts  Act  Amendment  Bill  that  the 
Conference  had  agreed  to  recoiumend  that  cer- 
tain sections  be  expxmgei. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

PRIVILEGE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee  on  Privilege,  and 
moved,  That  the  report  be  now  adopted. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed,  That  a  respectful  address  be 
presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  re- 
-questing  that  he  will  transmit  a  case,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
«n  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown. 

TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HALL,  in  moving  this  reso- 
Hon.  Mr.  Sevell 


lution,  said  that  practically  an  answer  eogld 
seldom  be  obtained  from  tiie  Government  to 
any  communication  from  the  South  in  lets 
than  six  weeks,  and  that  two-Uurds  of  the 
colony  were  in  closer  communication  with 
Sydney  and  Melbourne  than  with  AucUind. 
It  wag  proposed  to  establish  without  delay  the 
means  of  telegraphic  communication  in  the 
South,  to  obviate  this  inconvenience.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  loan  of  half  a  million  to  be  raited, 
the  wltole  of  which  would  be  spent  in  the  Koithi 
and  said  that,  if  the  claims  of  the  South  %m 
neglected,  the  feeling  for  separation  would  be 
revived,  which  was  dying  out.  If  telegruihie 
communication  were  established,  it  woold  ill- 
able  a  greater  number  of  persons  to  comeof 
and  assist  in  taking  part  in  the  govemm^t  d 
the  country.  He  then  moved.  That,  looking  t> 
the  distance  from  each  other  at  which  vuioa 
centres  of  population  and  trade  in  New  Zet- 
land are  situated,  as  well  as  the  great  increue* 
which  is  taking  place  in  such  ti^e  and  fofi- 
lation ;  to  the  constantly-increasing  inconmii- 
ence  which  is  experienced  from  the  wantof  tejii- 
lar  and  rapid  conununication  between  distut 
points  of  tne  colony,  as  well  as  to  the  obstacle 
which  such  want  presents  to  the  efficient  lai 
economical  admimstration  of  the  govenunest 
of  the  colony,  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  C«im- 
oil,  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  pngrai 
and  welfare  of  the  Ishuids  of  New  Zealudthtt 
telegraphic  communication  should  be  eRt 
blished  thrpughout  them  with  the  least  poesitile 
delay. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  seconded  &t  mo- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES,  in  the  absence  d  tb 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  moved  the  foUowing  lenhi- 
tion :  That,  although  this  Cooncil,  in  its  leepect 
for  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Re|ntai)i- 
tives,  has  refniined  from  making  any  tmesi- 
ments  in  the  Act  for  raising  a  loan  of  £500,0(0, 
yet  it  is  desirous  of  recording  its  opinion  thit  it 
woqld  be  prejudicial  to  the  financial  creditof  tha 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  if  the  agent  or  igaB 
intrust^  vrith  the  negotiation  of  the  loan  <t 
£500,000  should  accept  a  lesser  sum  than  £100 
for  each  hundred-pound  debenture. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  H.  RUSSELL  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TANCRED  said  he  had  c* 
suited  the  Treasurer,  and  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  in  acpordance  with  the  reeoli- 
tion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  CLAIMS  BILL. 

The  Land  Claims  Bill  was  read  a  first  time- 

The  Hon.  Mr-  TANOBED  moved,  That  U» 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved,  asan  aaenf 
ment,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  tbii 
day  six  months.. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  M 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  ontil  Uanday 
next,  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock  ajn. 
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HOUSE    OF  KEPRESBlTTATrVBS. 
Saturday,  13th  September,  1869. 


Position  of  Attomey-Oenam— N»tiTe  Oironlt  Coorta 
Act  Amendment  Bill— Addrera  to  Her  ilBLietty— 
Betoms— ColonJ&l  Defence  Force  Bill  — Land 
Claima  Bill. 

Mr.  Spkakeb  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pr/lyebs. 

.POSITION  OP  ATTORNEY-GENERAIi. 

Mr.  FOX  asked  tue  Oovemment  whether  it 
was  its  intention  that  the  Attomey-Oeneral 
should,  after  the  close  of  the  session,  become  a 
member  of  the  Responsible  Ministry-;  and  re- 
ferred to  a  letter  sent  by  Hr.  Sewell  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  DOMETT  had  only  to  say  that  at  the 
present  moment  no  decision  had  been  come  to, 
^ircnmstanoes  having  reopened  the  qaestion 
-since  Mr.  Sewell  had  been  offered  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped  ha  should  not  be  unduly  tres- 
passing on  the  order  of  the  House  if  he  said 
that  the  Attomey-Oeneral  had  authorized  him 
to  state  that  tmder  those  ciroomstanoes  he 
vould  resign  his  office. 

Mr.  DOMETT  could  not  say  he  was  much 
snrprisQd  at  that,  Mr.  Sewell  having  told  him 
that  if  he  did  not  get  an  answer  to  his  letter  by 
a  certain  time  he  would  consider  that  he  had 
received  a  refusal ;  but  Mr.  Sewell  was  aware, 
having  seen  him  since,  that  h«  was  fiotasidering 
a  reply  to  him.  However,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had,  of  course,  a  perfect  right  to  take 
vrhat  steps  he  pleased  in  the  matter. 

NATIVE  CIBCUrr  COURTS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  amendments  made  by  the  House  in 
the  Native  Oiroait  6ourts  Act  Amendment  Bill 
that  the  Conference  recommend  that  certain 
sections  be  expunged. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing address  to  Her  Majesty : — 
Most  Qbxcious  Sovebeion, — 

We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  in  all  faithfulness  and  zeal  to 
jour  Majesty's  service,  desire  humbly  to  lay 
before  your  Majesty  the  difficulties  under  which 
this  colony  is  labouring,  and  the  dangers  with 
which  it  is  threatened. 

From  despatches  recently  received  from  your 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  especially  from 
a  despatch  dated  the  26th  May,  1862,  and 
lUd  before  ns  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Sir 
George  Grey,  we  have  Ipamt  that  your  Majesty's 
Government,  recognizing  "  that  the  endeavour 
to  keep  the  management  of  the  Natives  under 
the  control  of  the  Home  Oovemment  has 
failed,"  has  resolved  to  sanction  the  important 
Step  taken  by  pis  Excelleilcy  "  in  placmg  the 


management  of  the  Natives  under  the  control 
of  the  General  Assembly  "  of  the  colony,  subject 
to  several  conditions  which  are  fully  stated  in 
the  despatch.referred  to. 

We  desire  humbly  to  represent  to  your. 
Majesty  that  the  proposal  of  His  Excellency 
was  made  without  obtaining  the  assent  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  accept  the  responsibility 
thereby  imposed  upon  it;  and,  although  the 
Legislature  might,  under  other  circumstances, 
be  willing  to  accept  that  resx>onsibility,  -the 
present  condition -of  the  colony  forbids  such  a 
course.  Our  duty  to  the  inhabitants  of  both 
races  within  these  Islands,  a  due  regard  for 
the  honour  of  your  Majesty's  Throne  and  for 
the  interests  of  humanity,  alike  compel  us  with 
the  deepest  respect'  to  decline  to  undertake  the 
task  imposed  upon  us  under  conditions  which 
were  never  contemplated  by  your  Majesty's 
representative,  and  which  render  it  impossible 
for  us  honourably  or  successfully  to  fulfil  that 
task. 

We  recognize  the  difficulty  of  the  attempt  to 
govern  two  races  within  the  same  territory  by 
means  of  separate  Governments  responsible  to 
different  authorities,  between  whose  respective 
jurisdictions  no  definite  line  can  be  drawn,  and 
whose  administration  must  often  conflict ;  but 
we  deem  it  necessary  hambly  to  represent  to 
your  Majesty  that  the  duty  of  educating, 
civilizing,  and  governing  the  aboriginal  inhabi- 
tants of  these  Islands  is  one  which  does  not 
and  has  never  hitherto  been  supposed  solely  to 
belong  to,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  wholly 
charged  upon,  the  European  inhabitants  of  the 
colony.  And  we  would  further  humbly  submit 
that  the  task  is  one  which  it  is  impossible  the 
colony  can  by  its  unaided  efforts  rightly  per- 
form. At  the  same  time,  no  efforts  will  be 
spared  on  our  part,  by  cordial  co-operation  with 
your  Majesty's  Government,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prejudicial  effects  which  have  hitherto  attended 
a  divided  administration. 

We  are  compelled  humbly  to  represent  to 
your  Majesty  that  the  liability  which  attaches 
to  the  Home  Government  in  respect  of  the 
Native  race  is  greatly  increased  by  the  fact 
that  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  oolony  the 
government  of  t^e  Natives  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  your  Majesty's  Representatives,  under 
the  orders  of  successive  Secretaries  of  State. 
An  absolute  control  over  all  legislation  affect- 
ing the  Natives,  and  over  the  administration  of 
laws  relating  to  them,  has  been  strictly  reserved 
by  your  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  settlers 
as  a  body  seem  to  have  been  viewed  as  objects 
of  suspicion  and  distrust,  to  preserve  the 
Natives  from  whom.it  was  necessary  to  pass 
peculiar  enactments  and  to  establish  especial 
protectorates. 

In  respectfully  declining,  therefore,  to  accept 
the  proposal  of  your  Majesty's  fiovemment, 
we  do  so,  not  as  shrinkmg  from  labours  or 
burdens  which  we  ought  rightly  to  undertake, 
but  because,  along  with  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  your  Majesty's  Government  to  confer  an 
apparent  political  boon  on  the  colony,  we  seem 
to  discover  in  the  despatches  to  which  we  have 
referred  the  intention  to  withdraw  from  engage- 
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ments  to  which  the  British  nation  is  hononr- 
abl}r  bound,  and  to  transfer  to  the  colony 
liabilities  and  burdens  Which  belong  properly 
to  the  Empire. 

Had  the  Natives  been  in  real  allegiance  to 
your  Majesty,  or  in  a  state  of  peace  and  pro- 
sperity, the  transfer  of  authority  to  govern 
them,  together  with  all  the  liabilities  attending 
such  a  transfer,  might  have  been  accepted  by 
us  with  thankfulness  for  the  confidence  dis- 
played in  us,  and  with  a  reasonable  anticipa- 
tion of  good  results.  But  the  allegiance  of  the 
Natives  as  a  body  has  never  been  more  than 
nominal ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  transfer 
at  a  time  when  a  large  section  of  the  race  have 
endeavoured  to  establish  a  separate  nation- 
ality, and  to  set  up  a  king,  and  have  raised 
bands  of  armed  men  to  maintain  his  authority. 
It  is  to  be  made  when  many  other  tribes  are 
alienated  and  disafieoted,  and  at  the  close  of  a 
war  which  has  failed  to  convince  the  Natives 
of  the  superiority  of  your  Majesty's  arms,  but 
which  has  reduced  to  a  mere  garrison  one 
British  settlement,  where  the  insurgent  Natives 
at  this  moment  hold  possession,  avowedly  by 
right  of  conquest,  of  one  of  its  principal  agn- 
cuitural  districts,  which  had  been  occupied 
under  grants  from  your  Majesty,  and  cultivated 
for  years  by  peaceful,  and  industrious  settlers. 
It  is  to  be  made,  in  short,  at  a  time  when  its 
duties  must  entail  upon  the  colony  expenses 
which  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  bear,  and 
dangers  it  cannot  successfully  contend  against 
without  the  aid  of  a  considerable  military 
force ;  for  we  humbly  submit  for  your  Majesty's 
consideration  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  the  colonists,  if  left  at  an  earlv  date  to 
their  own  resources,  without  powerful  military 
aid,  would,  in  the  event  of  future  collisions 
with'  the  Natives,  be  able  to  exercise  that  self-^ 
restraint  which  is  the  privilege  of  the  strong ;' 
and  that  any  war  which  might  arise  would  de- 
generate into  a  guerrilla  warfare,  and  become 
a  life-and-death  struggle  of  races.  And  if  peace 
■should  happily  be  preserved,  it  might  not  be 
prudent  or  humane  for  the  colony  to  attempt 
by  its  own  limited  means  to  establish  and 
maintain  your  Majesty's  authority  in  the  whole 
of  those  districts  where  the  Native  race  pre- 
dominates. It  might  be  driven  in  its  weakness 
to  abandon  the  show  where  it  could  not  possess 
the  reality  of  control,  and  to  leave  tiie  bulk 
of  the  Maori  race  to  virtual  and  even  avowed 
independence. 

We  have  read  with  great  concern  the  opinion 
expressed  by  your  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
that  his  Orace  can  see  "  no  adequate  appre- 
hension on  the  part  of  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment of  the  obligatiod  under  which  the 
colonists  themselves  lie  to  exert  themselves 
in  their  own  defence,  and  to  submit  to  those 
sacrifices  \^hich  are  necessary  from  persons 
whose  lives  and  properties  are  in  danger." 
Had  the  dangers,  losses,  and  sacnfices  of  the 
colonists  arisen  from  their  own  misconduot  or 
imprudence,  the  imputation  thus  cast  upon 
them  would  have  been  less  intolerable;  but 
when  the  fact  is  admitted  that  the  settlers 
liave  not  been  the  authors  of  the  wars  in  New 
Xr.DomtU 


Zealand,  although  immeasurably  the  lerenit 
sufferers  by  them,  we  humbly  submit  that  soeh 
a  ohaige  ought  not  to  have  come  from  t^ 
authority  under  which  those  soflerings  han 
arisen. 

But  we  are  further  bound  to  state,  with  d«^ 
respect  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  impatatiia 
thus  cast  on  the  colony  by  his  Grace  the  Dnlu 
of  Newcastle  is  undeserved.  The  taatiaa 
imposed  upon  the  colonists  by  the  lecoitw 
alone  amounts  to  more  than  half  a  millioa 
sterling  —  a  charge  exceeding  £5  p»  heid 
upon  the  whole  Europeah  population  of  boA 
Islands.  And  very  nearly  tbe  whole  male  in- 
habitants of  Tarajioki,  bom  sixteen  yean  o< 
age  upwards,  have  been  engaged  for  two  ym 
and  a  half  in  full  military  service.  We  himli^ 
submit  to  your  Majesty  that  it  would  lisii 
been  ruinous  and  impracticable  to  exact  uj 
large  amount  of  compulsory  service  and  niae 
a  considerable  movable  army  from  among  tbt 
settlers  scattered  over  the  whole  colony.  The 
neighbourhood  of  the  plains  of  Australia  and  ol 
the  rich  goldfields  of  Victoria  and  New  Zealaai 
would  have  efCectuaUy  prevented  such  a  sohsu, 
which  would  have  resulted  simply  in  it- 
populating  the  Northern  Island  of  ttus  eoloi;. 
It  would,  moreover,  have  been  impossible  (hit 
any  large  part  of  this  as  of  any  civilised  eoD- 
munity  should  have  remained  long  under  aos 
without  public  bankruptcy,  unless  stayed  bf 
pecuniary  assistance  from  without.  Bat  xie 
population  of  the  colony  were  at  all  times  ie<d;, 
if  ca^ed  dpon  by  the  military  commanden,  it 
active  support  in  their  own  districts.  And  tbt 
conduct  of  the  Volunteers  and  Mihtia  of  lua- 
naJdwill,  on  inquiry,  prove  toyourMajeitTths 
the  settlers,  though  untrained,  were  as  ultio 
serve  as  they  were  willing  to  risk  themsehneisi 
support  of  yont  Majesty's  sovereignty.  Tim 
two  corps,  whose  services  have  not  been  iocn- 
nate  enough  to  meet  with  reoognitioD,  tooku 
active  part  in  the  most  suocessful  opetatJas 
of  the  late  war,  and  never  shrank  frga  tbt 
post  of  honour  and  danger. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  your  Majesty  hiniil# 
to  record  the  conviction,  which  has  been  lotNd 
upon  us  by  experience,  that  it  will  eret  bi 
found  impossible  to  sustain  or  even  to  dici 
the  fall  niilitary  ardour  of  a  community  vsdB 
a  system  which  pieties  ypnr  Majesty's  lool 
forces  in  a  position  of  marked  infenodtj  t> 
the  regular  army,  not  only  in  the  peifonaun 
of  military  duties,  but  also  in  the  distribgtka 
of  honours  and  rewards  due  to  medtooo* 
service. 

And  we  would  humbly  express  this  furtb* 
conviction :  that  in  a  country  m  which  the  mais- 
tenance  of  your  Majesty's  Government  and  tbi 
enforcement  of  its  policy  requires  the  presfflt* 
and  may  require  the  active  help  of  themilitu; 
power,  it  is  essential  that  we  Ooveonii* 
directing  the  policy  should  be  aimed  with  t* 
entire  control  of  that  military  power.  Gmt 
calamities  have  already  fallen  upon  this  cobAf- 
wars  have  been  needlessly  prolonged,  lives  lot, 
and  treasure  squandered — solely  from  the  wad 
of  some  local  authority  having  power  to  leBfl* 
inefficient  and  incompetent  oommanden,  ai» 
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to  itttrnst  the  execution  of  military  operations 
tb  men  capable  of  conducting  them  to  a  buo- 
ceasfnl  issue.  We  cannot  but  feel,  therefore, 
that  any  proposal  to  get  rid  of  the  divided  re- 
sponsibility Qitherto  existing  in  the  colony, 
and  to  unite  the  government  nnder  a  single 
Admkiistration,  is  a  proposal  in  name  ratheic 
than  in  fact  unless  the  control  of  the  military 
force  be  intmsted  to  youi  Majesty's  repre- 
(Ottative  in  the  colony. 

We  humbly  tmst  that,  upon  a  consideration 
of  the  above  views  and  statements,  it  may 
api|ear  to  your  Muesty  that  a  complete  ex- 
amination ought  to  be  made  into  the  respective 
obligations  of  the  Mother-country  and  the 
colony  with  reference  to  the  Native  race,  in 
order  to  an  equitable  apportionment  of  those 
obligations ;  and  that  your  Majesty  will  be 
rieased  to  direct  a  full  inquirr  into  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  colony,  and  a  re- 
consideration of  the  announced  intentions  of 
your  Majesty's  Government. 

A  sense  of  the  acivity  of  the  duty  which  it  is 
proposed  to  traaner  wholly  to  us,  and  it  without 
">»ta"»'  aid,  has  induced  us  thus  earnestly, 
bnt  with  deep  respect,  to  appeal  to  your 
Majesty.  We  have  always  been,  and  shall  ever 
ronain,  ready  to  take  as  large  a  share  as  our 
means  will  allow  of  the  bu^en  of  that  dutyf 
and  fje  will  gladly  aid  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment by  relieving  them  from  the  anxious  task 
<rf  guiding  the  affairs  of  this  your  Majesty's 
remotest  dependency,  if  the  power  is  given,  and 
the  help  continued  to  us  that  will  make  our 
efforts  hopeful.  And.  we  humbly  pray  that  the 
youngest  of  your  Majesty's  colonies  may  not 
be  lete  to  straggle  unaided  amid  political  and 
finanaial  di£Sculties  too  great  for  its  strength, 
bnt  that  your  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  deal 
with  it  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Empire  to 
which  we  are  proud  to  belong,  and  one  where 
peculiar  troubles  and  dangers  demand  peon- 
liarly  liberal  considerations. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND  seconded  the  motion.. 

Major  JCnXON  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
the  omission  of  the  following  words :  "  And 
we  would  humbly  express  this  further  con- 
viction :  that,  in  a  country  in  which  the  main- 
tenance of  your  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
enforcement  of  its  policy  requires  the  presence 
and  ma^  re|^nire  the  active  help  of  the  military 
power,  it  is  essential  that  tiie  OovenmieBt 
directing  the  policy  should  be  armed  with  the 
entire  control  of  that  military  power.  Great 
cabmituBbsve  already  fallen  upon  this  colony— 
wan  have  been  needlessly  prolonged,  lives  lost, 
and  treaeure  squandered — solely  from  the  want 
of  some  local  authority  having  power  to  remove 
inelBdent  and  incompetent  cominaBden,  and 
to  intrust  the  exeontion  of  military  operations 
to  men  capable  of  conducting  them  to  a  soo- 
cewful  isane.  We  cannot  but  feel,  therefore, 
that  an^  proposal  to  get  rid  of  the  divided  re- 
sponsibility tiitherto  existing  in  the  oolonv, 
and  to  nnite  the  government  under  a  sin^e 
Administntian,  is  a  proposal  in  name  xat&r 
than  in  faot  uiiless  the  control  of  the  military 
force  be  intrusted  to  youz  Majesty's  repre- 
jentative  in  the  oolony." 


Mr.  O'BOBEE  seconded  the  amendment.  It 
would  bring  ridicule  on  the  whole  address,  after 
refusing  to  take  the  management  and  responsi- 
bility of  Native  attfaiis,  for  us  to  ask  for  the 
command  of  the  forces. 

Mr.  STAPFOBD  said  the  paragraph  did  not 
beu  the  construction  put  upon  it.  It  did  not 
aak  for  the  eontrol  of  tne  troops,  but  "expressed 
a  simple  truism — that  any  proposal  to  get  rid 
of  the  divided  responsibili^  hitherto  eidsting 
would  be  only  in  name  unless  the  control  of  the 
troops  were  intrusted  to  the  Ck>vemor.  He 
should  not  be  surprised  if  an  absolute  resolution 
should  be  shortly  come  to  by  the  English  Parlia- 
ment, giving  to  each  colony  a  portion  of  tiie 
troops  to  be  under  its  sole  control. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Atbs,  22.   ' 
Atkinson  Henderson        Ward 

Bell  Jollie  Watt 

Cargill  Mantell  Williamson,  Jas 

Carleton  Moorhonse         Wilson 

Colenso  Munro,  3.         Wood. 

Cookson  Busseli 

Curtis  Stafford  Teller. 

Domett  Thomson  Biohmond,  J.  C. 


NOKS,  6. 
Bichmond.A.J.        Tetter. 
Williamson,  Jno  Nixon. 


Graham,  G. 

Mason 

Qllorke 

Majority  for,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed,  That  an  address  be  presented' 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  informing  His 
Excellency  that  tbis  House  has  voted  a 
humble  address  to  Her  Majesty,  and  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secret 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne.  . 

EETXJENS. 

On  the'  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFOBD,  it  waa 
agreed.  That  the  returns  called  for  by  this 
House  in  conformity  with  the  Notices  of 
Motion  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  6,  smd  7,  on  the  Order 
Paper  of  the  24th  July,  and  No.  9,  of  the  6& 
August,  be  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the. 
JouKoals  of  the  House  for  this  session. 

OOLONIAIi  DEFENCE  fOBOB  BILL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislativ» 
Council  in  the  Colonial  Defence  Force  Bill 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

LAND  CLAIMS  BILL. 

The  Land  Claims  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
.stages  with  certain  amendments. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  at 
elev«n  o'clock  un. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  16th  September,  1862. 

Positton  of  Attomey-Q«nenl— Becident  Uielstntea' 
Jarisdlotion  Ezteosion  BUI— Select  Oommittee— 
Meaugee  trom  HiB  Bzoeneoay— fiorogatlon. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakbb  took  the  chaii  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

POSITION  OP  ATTORNEY-GEKEBAli. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL.— Sir,  lam  desirous 
of  ad4ing  a  few  words  of  explanation,  on  a  sub- 
ject personal  to  myself,  respecting  a  statement 
which  I  made  to  the  Council  on  Saturday  last. 
I  then  stated  that  the  particular  ginund  on 
which  I  had  resigned  the  office  of  Attome^- 
Qeneral  was  that,  after  the  offer  of  a  seat  in 
ilie  Ministry  had  been  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Domett  and  accepted — the  matter  being  thus 
definitely  settled — I  heard  Mr.  Domett  state 
in  another  place  that  new  circumstances  had 
arisen  which  had  reopened  the  question.  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  elucidation,  as  I 
believe,  of  Mr.  Domett's  statement.  So  far  as 
I  am  ooncemed,  Mr.  Domett  had  no  authority 
from  me  to  reopen  the  question.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  distinctly  assured  him  that  I  would  not 
consent  to  reopen  it.  But  I  believe  the  facts 
to  be  that,  after  the  arrangement  being  made 
for  my  joining  the  Government,  Mr.  Bussell 
resigned  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  Mr.  Dillon  Bell  declared  his  in- 
tention of  adopting  the  same  course.  Upon 
this  being  understood,  a  par^  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  organized  a  hostile  movement 
against  the  Government.  Mr.  Domett  found 
hunself  in  a  great  difficulty,  being  threat^ed 
praotically,  by  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  retirement, 
with  a  break-up  of  the  Government.  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Domett  had  any 
view  or  desire  not  to  fulfil  his  engagement  with 
me.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  he  was 
peisonally  atizious  to  fulfil  it.  But  he  felt 
himself  nnable  to  sustain  the  Government 
without  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  assistance  in  Native 
•flairs.  As  regards  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  it  is  due 
to  that  gentleman  to  state  that  he  professes 
petMn&iiy  no  CbjgoWon  tomy  joining  the  Minis- 
try. On  the  contrary,  hd  nas  paid  m9  ths  com- 
pliment of  stating  that  he  would  be  glad  to 
receive  my  assistance.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  states  that  he  feels  himself  obliged  to  leav* 
the  Government  with  Mr.  Bussell.  Beyond 
what  I  have  stated,  I  know  nothing  of  any  oir- 
oomstancet  which  have  led  to  the  present  posi- 
tion of  affairs.  In  justioe  to  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  I 
must  add  his  own  statement  of  reasons  for  the 
course  he  has  taken,  in  his  own  words.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"  Mr.  Sbvrell's  coming  into  the  Government 
was  what  I  exactly  vrished  and  looked  forward 
to  as  most  specially  satisfactory  to  myself,  quite 
independently  of  the  necessity  of  the  Attorney- 
Generalship  being  filled  up.  When,  however, 
it  turned  out  that  Mr.  Bussell  intended  to  re- 
tire if  Mr.  Sewell  ahoold  join,  I  told  Mr.  Domett 
that  I  most  be  considered  free  to  leave  the 


Ministry,  as  I  did  not  think  the  pai^  «ith 
which  we  had  acted,  and  which  pat  us  into 
power,  would  hang  together  without  Mr.  Bus- 
sell,  and  I  did  not  feel  disjxMed  to  continue  the 
labour  of  Native  Affairs  with  a  weak  support 
in  the  Houses  or  perhaps  the  open  oppoeitianof 
our  principal  pohtical  friends.  I  diMiie  to  be 
distinotly  understood  that  if  I  had  left  the  Go- 
vernment it  would  on  no  account  vrhatevet  have 
been  because  Mr.  Sewell  joined  it,  but  quite  the 
pontrary." 

Such  is  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  explanation.  For 
my  own  part,  I  confess  myself  unable  oleady  to 
understand  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  motives  or  feel- 
ings ;  but  the  explanation,  such  as  it  is,  will  be 
baCore  the  world,  which  will  judge  for  itself. 

BESIDENT  MAGISTBATES'  JtJBISDIC- 

HON  EXTENSION  BHili. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  His  Excellenej 
the  Governor  in  tiie  Resident  Magistrates'  Jo- 
risdiction  Kxtonsion  Bill  was  etdopted  by  the 
Council. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
TiTWHABY  AND  PBiirnRa. — On  the  motico  of 
the  Hon.  Major  BIOHMOND,  the  report  of  the 
Library  and  Priifiting  Committee,  brougbt  vp 
this  day,  was  adopted  by  the  Council. 

MESSAGES  FBOM  HIS  EXCELLENijY. 
The  Hon.  the    SPEAKEB  announced  tbe 
arrival  of  the  following  messages  from  His  Ex- 
oellenoy ;  which  he  read  to  the  Council  :— 

"  ileaage  No.  8. 
"G.  Gbey,  Governor. 
"  The  Bills  intituled— 
"  •  The  Crown  Grants  Bill  (No.  1),  1868;* 
"  '  The  OivU  List  Bill,  1862 ;'     . 
"  •  The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amm^ 

ment  Bill,  1862;' 
«« '  The  Native  Lands  Bill,  1862 ;' 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Honourable  the  Legii- 
lative  Council  and  the  House  of  Bepresentadvei, 
having  been  presented  to  tbe  Governor  lai  the 
Boyal  assent,  he  has  reserved  the  same  foi  the 
signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  there(a. 
"  Government  House, 

"  Wellington,  15th  September,  1862." 

<<  Message  No.  9. 
"  a.  Gbby,  GoTemor. 
"The  Bills  intituled— 
<>  •  The  Fublio  Beserves  Act  AmenAaant  Act; 

1862;' 
•>  >  The  Panama  Bonte  Portal  Act,  1863 ;' 
"  •  The  Crown  Grants  Aot  (No.  2),  1862 ;' 
'■ '  The  Delegations  Continuanoe  Act,  iBtSf 
"  '  The  Marine  Boards  Act,  1863 ;' 
"  '  The  Goldflelds  Act,  1862  ;' 
"  ■  The  Steam  Navigation  Act,  1862;' 
"  •  The  Crown  Lands  Act,  1862;' 
"  *  The  Court  of  Appeal  Act,  1863 ;' 
"  '  The  Naturalisation  Act,  1862 ;' 
••  •  The  Native  Purposes  Apprupriatkai  Act, 

1862;' 
« •  The   I«nd   Bevenue   Apprciaiatian  Aot 

(Uo.l),1862;' 
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"'The   liSJid   Beyenae   Appiopnatio&  Act 

(No.  2),  1862 ;' 
"  «The  Appropriation  Act,  1862f ;' 
"  '  The  Loan  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  '  The  Juries  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  ■  The  Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Bates  Act, 

lg62;' 
"  ■  The  Beaident   Magistrates'   Jurisdiction 

Extension  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  ■  The  Debtors  and  Creditors  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  'The  MiUtia  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  'The  Native  Districts  Begnlation  Amend- 
ment Act,  1862 ;' 
"  ■  The  Native  Circuit  Courts  Amendment 

Act,  1862 ;' 
•'  'The  Commencement  of  Acts  Act,  1862 ;' 
"  '  The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act,  1862 ;' 
M  finally  passed  by  the  Honourable  the  Ijegis- 
lative  Council  and  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives, 
having  been  presented  to  the  Governor  fot  the 
Boyal  assent,  he  has,  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty,  assented  to  the  said  Bills. 
.  "  Government  House, 

"Wellington,  15th  September,  1862." 

PBOEOGATION. 
At  twelve  o'clock  His  Excellency  the  Oo- 
vsiiHOB  entered  the   chamber  and  took  the 
chair.  . 

A  summons  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
Sepieaentatives,  commanding  the  attendance 
of  members  in  the  Council, Chamber ;  who 
being  come,  with  their  Speaker, 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  of   the  House    of   Bepre- 
tentatives  said, — 
May  it  pi.ease  youb  Excbllehot, — 

We,  Her  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  New 
Zealand,  have,  during  the  session  which  is  now 
about  to  terminate,  given  much  careful  and 
diligent  attention,  not  only  to  the  subjects 
indicated  to  us  by  your  Excellency  in  the 
Speech  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to 
OS  on  opening  the  session,  but  also  to  the 
position  and  prospects  of  the  colony  generally, 
and  its  relations  with  the  Mother-cotmtry. 

The  large  and  sudden  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion and  wealth  of  certain  districts  In  the 
Province  of  Otago  has  induced  ns  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  representation  of  that  portion 
of  New  Zealand ;  sknd  the  general  progress  of 
the  country,  and  the  increasing  amount  and 
importance  of  its  commercial  transactions,  have 
suggested  to  us  the  necessity  of  various  amend- 
ments in  the  law  and  practice  of  the  Courts, 
the  advantage  of  which  we  trust  will  be  gene- 
raUy  felt. 

But  our  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed 
to  the  condition  of  the  aboriginal  race ;  and  we 
have  sought,  by  co-operating  with  your  Ex- 
cellency in  maUng  the  largest  .possible  con- 
Cessions,  and  by  a  greatly-increased  provision 
for  their  wants,  to  leave  no  ground  for  any 
doubt  on  their  j>art  of  the  benevolent  intentions 
of  the  British  Government.  • 

The  condition  of  the  Province  of  Taranaki 
has  occupied  much  of  our  attention  and  deeply 
excited  our  sympathies ;  and  we  trust  that  the 
measures  we  have  taken  vrith  regard  to  it  may 


compensate  in  some  measure  for  its  losses  and 
tend  towards  its  reinstatement. 

For  these  arid  other  purposes  connected  with 
the  public  service  it  has  been  the  duty  as  well 
as  the  special  privilege  of  Her  Majesty's  faithfol . 
subjects,  the  Bepresentatives  of  New  Zealand, 
to  make  just  and  ample  provision ;  and  it  is 
in  their  name  that  I  pray  your  Excellency's 
askent,  in  the  nape  and  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty,  to  the  Bills  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  present. 

Mr.  Sfkakxb  then  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lencpr  the  following  Bills:  Appropriation  Bill, 
Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Bill,  Loan  Bill. 

His  Excellency  the  Govxbnob,  in  Het 
Majesty's  name,  assented,  to  the  Acts'. 

His  EXCELLENCY  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : — 

HOHOUBABLB  GeNTLBICBH  OF  THB  LBOISUlTrVX 

CouHcn.,  AND  Gbntlkmbn  or  TEB  HousB  or 

Bbpbzsbktatitbs, — 

The  business  of  this  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  having  been  brought  to  a  dose,  it  is 
now  my  duty  to  release  you  from  the  task  of 
legislation,  which,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colony,  has  been  one  of  extra- 
ordinary difficulty. 

I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
measures  you  have  passed  to  assist  me  in  the- 
work  of  restoring  this  country  to  tranquillity, 
and  of  bringing  its  Native  population  to  obey 
the  law  and  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Her . 
Majesty's  Government.  Your-care  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Natives,  and  youi  desire  to  admit 
them  in  all  respects  to  the  privileges  and  rights 
of  British  subjects,  have  been  shown  in  a  marked 
maimer  during  the  present  session.  The  Act 
you  have  passed  to  secure  to  them  the  practical 
advantages  of  ownership  in  their  lands,  and 
to  give  them  titles  which  can  be  recognized 
by  our  laws,  will,  I  trust,  if  administered  with 
discretion  and  judgment,  contribute  very  greatly 
to  remove  the  distrust  and  disaflection  pre- 
vailing amongst  a  portion  of  the  Native  popula- 
tion. It  will  be  my  care  to  endeavour  so  to 
administer  this  law,  if  it  should  receive  Het 
Majesty's  assent,  as  to  secure  the  beneficial 
results  which  it  has  evidently  be^n  your  object 
to  attain. 

I  will  transmit  to  Her  Majestv  the  addresses 
yon  have  adppted  relating  to  the  government 
of  the  Natives,  and  the  adjustment  of  the  past 
and  future  liabilities  attending  it.  The  Im- 
perial Government  will  without  doubt  give  to 
these'subjeots  that  full  and  impartial  considera- 
tion which  their  importance  demands. 

Gbktubmbm  or  the  Houss  or  Befbssxhta- 

TITX8, — 

I  thank  you  for  the  ample  supplies  yon  hav» 
voted  for  the  public  servide  of  the  colony.  The 
increase  which  you  have  made  in  the  salaries 
of  the  Judges  will  tend  to  maintain  the  in- 
dependence and  reputation  of  the  Bench,  by 
helping  to  seoore  a  succession  of  men  of  hi^ 
attainments  and  character  to  occupy  it.  There 
is'  no  object  to  whio^  the  public  rands  can  b« 
more  wortiuly  devoted  than  the  maintenaooe 
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«{  the  dignity,  and  the  social  as  well  as  the 
intellecttial  elevation,  of  the  ohief  adminis- 
trators of  tiie  law. 

It  is  particularly  incumbent  on  me  to  ac- 
.  knowledge  the  liberality  of  your  contributions 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives.  All  the  assistance 
in  your  power  to  give  towards  the  success 
of  the  experiment  of  introducing  civil  institu- 
tions among  them  you  have  freely  bestowed, 
in  voting  the  whole  of  the  amount  which  was 
asked  to  meet  the  expenses  of  that  experiment. 
You  have  farther  consented  to  impose  upon 
the  future  resources  of  the  colony  the  burden 
of  a  loan  for  a  large  sum  of  money,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  defraying  past  liabilities,  in  remedy- 
ing existing  evils,  and  in  providing  for  future 
exigencies,  resulting  from  we  relations  between 
the  Oovemment  and  the  Natives.  These  are 
lai^  liabilities  to  be  nndertaken  by  so  young 
a  colony,  and  prove  the  sincerity  of  your  desire 
for  the  welfare  of  those  on  whose  behalf  you 
nndertake  them. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  members  representing 
the  Middle  Island  especially  to  acknowledge 
the  public  spirit  and  sympathy  with  their 
northern  fellow -colonists  which  they  have 
shown  in  cheerfully  taking  so  lacc[e  a  e^are  of 
the  burdens  arising  from  pohtical  tronblee 
peculiarly  afiecting  the  Northern  Island,  and 
from  the  removal  of  which  troubles  the  principal 
advantage  they  can  reap  will  be  such  as  most 
necessarily  spring  from  the  prosperity  and 
welfare  of  these  important  Islands,  regarded  as 
a  whole. 

It  gives  me  great  gEatifioation  to  observe 
that  you  propose  to  aimropriate  so  oonsiderable 
a  sum  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  mined 
settlement  of  Taranaki,  and  the  reinstatement 
on  their  lands  of  those  settlers  who  so  bravely 
contended  against,  nod  have  since  endured  with 
•o  mnch  forutnde,  the  various  calamities  which 
have  befallen  them.  It  will  be  my  earnest 
endeavour  to  effect  these  objects  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  I  desire  you  to  accept  my 
awunmee  that  the  large  sums  thus  to  be  placed 
at  my  disposal  as  the  contribution  of  the 
colony  towards  the  settlement  of  the  Native 
question  shall  be  expended  with  the  utmost 
regard  to  eoonomv,  and  in  aooordance  with 
your  views  in  supplying  thenik 

H01fOTmABI<B  QlNTLBIIXN,  AND  GBNTLKHXN, — 

The  Act  for  the  management  of  the  goldfields 
<A  tha  colony  will,  it  may  be  hoped,  remedy 
many  defects  in  the  existing  laws  relating  to 
this  subject,  and  materially  assist  in  the 
orderly  and  successful  development  of  the 
great  mineral  wealth  of  these  Islands.  The 
Act  for  increasing  the  number  of  members 
repreaanting  the  souihem  portion  of  the  Middle 
Island  will  seonre  for  it  an  influence  in  the 
Iiegislatore  more  in  aooordance  witii  its  rank 
and  importance  as  a  ctunnment  part  of  the 
fiolony.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  be  Qxe  object 
and  deaiM  of  the  Government  to  give  to  its 
interests'  on  all  oooasions  that  anxioos  attention 
to  which  its  rapid  increase  in  wealtJi  and 
population  justly  entitles  it. 

I  have  assented  with  pleacnre  to  various 
Bis  Excetteneif 


practical  measures  passed  by  you  affecting  the 
administratiop  of  justice  and  the  conuneieial 
interests  of  the  country. 

I  trust  that,  under  Divine  Providenee,  these 
measures  and  all  our  efforts  may  tend  to  the 
complete  re-establishment  of  peace,  and  to 
assure  tiao  prosperity  of  all  classes  of  Her 
Majesty's  snbjecta  in  the  colony. 

I  now  declare  this  Assembly  to  stand  pco- 
rogued  to  the  31st  clay  of  December  next. 


HOUSE   OP   EEPBESBNTATIVES. 
Monday,  16th  SeptaHber,  I86S. 


Beaident  HigiBtrates'  Jarisdiction  EztoBSion  VSH- 
Select  Committee— Andit  Committee— BiulaeM 
o(  Session— Position  of  Attomey-Genenl— n» 
nsaUon.         

Mr.  Sfzasbb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clo^ 

Pbatxbs. 

BE8IDENT  MAGISTRATES'  JURISDIC- 
TION EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  His  ExoeDwcy 
the  Governor  in  the  Resident  Magiatratae'  Joi*- 
diction  Extension  Bill  was  adopted  by  tbs 
House. 


SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
LiSBABT  AND'  PBiBTiNa. — On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  the  report'of  the  Libniy 
and  Printing  Committee  brought  up  this  dKf 
was  adopted  by  the  House. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  3.  0.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  Vr. 
Speaker  do  -direct  the  Auditor  of  PnUic  ie- 
counts  to  furnish  a  certificate  of  the  corteetDeii 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  statement  ct  as- 
counts  for  the .  financial  year  ending  the  HA 
June,  1861,  reserving  the' items  refernd  to  in  tbe 
report  of  the  Audit  Committee;  uid  tiiat  ib. 
Speaker  be  authorized  to  countersign  the  eibk. 
He  trusted  he  might  be  aUowed  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  moving  this  resolution,  no  otMt 
being  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  had  no  viA 
that  this  iinporteuit  motion  should  paokUuoc^ 
in  the  "greased  lightning"  way  wfaidi  muri 
Bills  had  this  session. 

Mr.  FOX  reminded  the  honourable  memtet 
that  Qtere  was  an  important  motion  standisi 
on  the  Paper  in  his  name. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  it  was  not  so  im- 
portant, all  events,  as  his.  [The  hononnUi 
member  then  proceeded  to  oomment  nptm  tii* 
Audit  report  at  length.] 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  OF  Sfi^ION. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  a  few  partiealsB 
before  him  whioh  it  woolcl  periiam  fie  interest- 
ing for  the  House  to  know.  The  House  bal 
sat  five  days  before  the  commencement  of  te 
seasion,  when  the  Goivemor  delivered  his  Speech, 
i^ch  was  on  the  14th  July.  Since  that  tha 
session  had  lasted  six^-thzee  daya,  of  wUdi 
forty-six   were  sitting^ys.    The  mmdMc  of 
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BillB  introduced  was  flfty-seyan :  of  these;  thiit^- 
eight  were  assented  to,  four  reserved,  one  with- 
drawn, nine  lapsed,  two  lost  on  second  reading, 
and  three  reported  to  be  private  Bills. 

POSITION  OP  ATTORNEY-QENERAL. 

ISi.  ETTZHERBEBT  said  "he  had  been 
Mthoriaed  by  Mr.  Fox  to  move  the  following 
resolution,  standing  in  his  name:  That  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  thi;  ^use  shall  be  informed  what 
arrangements  have  been  made,  or  it  is  intended 
to  maxo,  in  reference  to  fiUing  up  the  Attomey- 
Qeneralsfaip,  and  whether  any  otlier  Ministerial 
changes  are  contemplated  after  the  prorogation 
of  this  House ;  whicn  he  accordingly  did -with- 
out numy  remiucks. 

Mr.  PTT.TiON  BELL  regretted  that  the 
honourable  member  at  theh^  of  the 'Govern- 
ment was  not  present  to  speak  to  this  motion, 
and  he  also  regretted  that  the  motion  should 
have  been  brought  forward  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been.  The  honourable  member 
at  the  head  of  the  Qovemment  was  just  now  in 
attendance  apon  His  Excellency,  and  had  re- 
-quested  him  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  the 
circumstances  connected  wiQi  the  events  which 
hm>ened  on  the  subject  of  the  resignation  of 
tiie  late  Attomey-Qeneral,  if  that  was  the  object 
of  tiie  motion ;  but  if  it  ref erasd  to  future  action 
he  ghonld  like>to  wait  till  the  honourable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Qovemment  came  him- 
self. He  would  like  to  hear  what  was  the  infor- 
mation which  the  honourable  member  desired 
to  be  given  now. 

Hr.  FITZHERBERT  said  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Rangitikei  would  have 
been  here  himself  had  he  not  conceived  that 
there  was  an  intention  of  talking  against  time, 
«a  there  really  appeared  to  be.  Obviously  the 
infonnation  desired  was  with  reference  to  both 
the  immediate  past  and  the  fatnre. 

Ur.  DHjLON  BELIi  would  then  make  the 
brief  statement  which.  Mr.  Domett  had  re- 
quested him  to  make.    At  the  commencement 


of  the  negotiations  which  finally  terminated  in 
this  House  in  the  aoceptanoe  of  seats '  in  the 
Cabinet  by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Ward,  his  honour- 
able friend  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemment 
nndentood  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  that 
he  should  make  a  similar  offer  to  Mr.  SeweU, 
who  had  it  first  declined  it ;  and  in  the  House, 
immediately  after  the  acceptance  of  office  by 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Wefd,  his  honourable  friend 
did  get  up  and  state  tiiat  the  offer  to  Mr. 
SeweU  was  still  open :  and  it  was  understood 
by  a  great  number  of  honourable  members  that 
Mr.  Sewell  would  join  the  Ministry  at  the  end 
of  the  session.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  East  ^r.  Russell),  however,  said 
he  would  leave  the  Qovemment  if  Mr.  Sewell 
joined;  and  the  Qovemment  were  given  to 
understand  that  if  Mr.  Russell  did  leave  many 
honourable,  members  would  lose  their  con- 
fidence in  the  Qovemment.  The  Premier 
was  thus  placed  in  a  position  of  consider- 
able difficulty,  and  desired  to  take  a  reason- 
able time  for  arriving  at  a  determination  as 
to  the  course  which  he  should  pursue  on  this 
particular  point  of  Mr.  Sewell  joining. .  Mr. 
Sewell,  however,  it  appeared,  considered  that 
the  offer  of  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet  made  by 
Mr.  Domett  to  him  in  writing,  and  aooepted  by 
him,  was  of  that  nature  that  it  left  the  Govern- 
ment in  no  state  of  freedom. 

PROROGATION. 

At  twelve  o'clock  a  message  was  received 
from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  command- 
ing the  attendance  of  honourable  members  in 
the  licgislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speakkb,  accompanied  by- members,  and 
preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  bearing  the 
mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  Council . 
Chamber,  when  the  Governor  delivered  a 
Speech  to  the  members  of.  both  Houses,  and  de- 
clared the  Assembly  to  stand  prorogued  to  the 
81st  day  of  Pecember  next. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Mondaif,  I9(h  October,  IMS. 


Opening  of  Parliament— OoTemor'B  Si 

nMioD— Bow  Hemban— Addzeis  in  Beply- 

OPENING  OP  PABLIAMENT. 
pASLLumrc  was  ptorogned  on  Monday,  the 
ISth  of  Septembez,  1862,  to  the  Slst  of  Deoem- 
bei;  thenoe  to  the  80th  of  June,  1863 ;  thence  to 
the  87th  of  July;  thenoe  to  the  37th  of  August ; 
thenoe  to  Ifonday,  the  19th  ot  'Ootoher,  on 
which  day  it  met  at  Anokland  for  the  despatch 
of  bonneas. 

(The  Conninl  met  at  two  o'clock. 

Shortly  afterwards  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
VBSBOB  eoteied  the  ohamher  and  took  the 
chair. 

A  mesaaee  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
B^resentatives,  desiring  the  attendance  of 
mmnbeis  in  the  CouxcU  Chamber. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Bepiesenta- 
tiras,  with  their  Speaker,  accordingly  attended. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
Bjs  EXCELIiENOr  was  pleased  to  deliver 
thefollowiag  Speech: — 

HOKOUBABId!  GkBTLZKSK  OF  THB  LzQISIii- 
TTVE  CoUHCHi,  ABD  GeITTLKICEN  OV  THB 
HOUSZ  OF  BEFBESEDTATITXa, — 

The  recent  course  of  events  in  this  colony 
has  compelled  me  to  seek  your  advice  and 
auigtanc^  at  an  earlier  period  than  was  con- 
templated on  the  last  occasion  of  your  meet- 


ing. 
The 


be  resumption  of  a  block  of  land,  b^  my 
ciders,  at  Taranaki,  which  had,  long  ]previously 
to  the  late  war,  been  peacefully  occupied  by  our 
settlers,  but  which  the  continued  threats  of  t^ 
Matires  had  since  prevented  their  return  to, 
was  followed  by  the  entirely  unprovoked  murder 
of  nearly  the  whole  of  a  small  escort  of  Her 
Hajesty'a  troops. 


This  murder  was  instigated  and  directed  by 
the  tribes  of  Waikato,  the  same  tribes  who  had 
already  expeUed  from  their  own  districts  their 
missionaries  and  all  other  European  residents, 
forcibly  taken  away  the  half-caste  families  of 
the  latter,  and  evinced  in  many'  ways  their  da- 
tennination  to  provoke  a  war  of  races.  They 
have  for  some  time  past  been  endeavouring  to 
form  a  general  combination  of  the  Natives, 
having  fAr  its  avowed  object  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  the  European  inhabitants  of  the 
c<rfony. 

Their  plans  of  attack  upon  Auckland  and  its 
neighbouring  settlements  have  been  frustrated 
by  the  defensive  measures  adopted ;  but  they 
have  assassinated  out-settlers,  and  soldiers 
engaged  on  escort  duty. 

No  eSort  to  gain  over  these  tribes  has  beei^ 
onaitted.  Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to 
remove  any  even  apparent  ground  of  complaint^ 
to  do  them  the  fullest  justice,  and  to  promote 
in  eveiy  way  their  welfare  and  improvement. 
"Set  no  means  have  been  found  effectual  to  in- 
duce Oxem  to  relinquish  their  schemes  of  con- 
quest and  plunder.  They  have  deliberately 
resolved  upon  war,  and  to  tiy  their  strength  wit^  . 
the  British  race. 

In  accordance  with  this  desire  to  deprive  the 
Natives  of  every  pretelt  for  rebellion,  and  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  tiie  then  threatening  insurrec- 
tion from  becoming  general ;  in  the  hope,  tHao, 
of  securing  unanimity  and  the  cordial  support 
of  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  European  sub- 
jeoto  in  the  war  thus  forced  upon  us,  and  foe 
other  reasons  detailed  in  the  papers  which  will 
be  laid  before  you,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  not- 
withstanding some  obvious  objections  to  such  a 
course,  to  declare  my  intention  not  to  attempt 
to  complete  the  purchase  of  the  block  of  land  at 
the  Waitara. 

When,  from  the  assassination  of  our  officers 
and  solders,  it  was  clear  that  the  war,  which 
such  efforts  had  been  made  to  avoid,  was  in- 
evitable, the  Imperial   Government  was  im- 
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mediately  ap^^ied  to  for  additional  military 
MsiataTioe.  The  piom^titnde  and  liberali^ 
mth  which  'that  application  has  been  responded 
to  demand  your  special  reception ;  and  I  feel 
confident  that  the  aid  thus  given  by  England  to 
the  colony  in  its  time  of  danger  and  diffioolty 
will  strengthen  those  sentiments  of  loyalty  and 
affection  towards  the  Mbther-oountiy  which 
have  always  animated  the  settlers  of  Kew  Zea- 
land. 

The  neighbouring  colonies,  to  which  I  applied 
for  such  military  aid  as  they  could  afford,  naTe 
rendered  every  assistance  in  their  power ;  and 
my  thanks  are  in  a  special  manner  due  to  the 
Governor  of  Tasmania  for  the  great  prompti- 
tude with  which  every  available  soldier  was 
despatched  thence  to  this  colony. 

Meantime,  active  measures  had  been  taken 
in  the  colony  itself  for  the  defence  of  the 
settlements  of  the  Northern  Island.  The 
Militia  and  Volunteers  have  been  called  out, 
armed,  and  trained,  to  the  number  of  upwards 
of  nine  thousand  men.  Volunteer  companies, 
both  of  horse  and  foot,  have  been  formed  in  the 
different  provinces — some  of  them  in  Auckland 
and  Taranaki -7- f or  the  especial  purpose  of 
Bcouring  the  forest  country.  Mounted  forces, 
ander  the  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  of  last 
session,  have  been  raised  and  stationed  in  Auck- 
land, Hawke'sBay,  Wellington,  and  Wanganui. 
A  steam  ^pnboat,  adapted  for  tiie  navigation  of 
shallow  nvers,  has  been  built  and  brought  over 
Irom  Sydney,  for  especial  service  on  the  Wai- 
kato  Biver.  Ko  exwtions  have  been  spared  by 
the  colony  in  contributing  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  its  power  towards  its  own  defence. 

To  provide  in  the  most  certain  manner  for 
the  future  protection  of  the  settlers,  to  leave 
the  tegular  troope  more  free  for  offensive  opera- 
tions by  releasing  them  from  a  portion  of  their 
garrison  duty,  as  well  as  to  enable  tiie  lieu- 
tenant-General  Commanding  to  undertake  those 
vperations  at  on  early  period,  a  large  number 
of  Volunteers  have  been  introduced  from  Aus- 
tralia and  the  Middle  Island  to  serve  for  a 
certain  period  as  Militia,  and  eventually  to  form 
militCLry  settlements  in  the  interior,  on  condi- 
tion of  receiving  free  grants  of  land  for  their 
-services.  The  very  fine  body  of  men  that  have 
thus  volunteered  to  assist  in  fitting  the  battles 
of  the  colony  will  greatly  facihtate  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war. 

Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  this  station 
have  already  rendered  valuable  services ;  and 
the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Eer  Majesty's 
troops,  under  their  distinguished  Qeneral,  on 
'  every  occasion  the  war  has  hitherto  afforded  for 
its  display,  has  been  recognized  throughout  the 
colony  with  admiration  and  gratitude.  It  is 
with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  I  have  re- 
marked how  repeatedly  and  honourably  General 
Cameron  has  mentioned  the  zeal  and  courage 
which  our  Militia  and  Volunteers  have  on  many 
occasions  so  nobly  evinced  against  the  enemy 
by  whom  their  families  and  homes  were  being 
assailed ;  and  I  desire  to  express  my  own  sense 
of  the  admirable  manner  in  which,  both  in 
Auckland  and  Taranaki,  the  colonial  forces 
liave  borne  the  hardships  and  privations  of  ser- 
Hit  Exeeiteney  ■ 


vice  in  the  field,  and  in  co-operation  ^ritli  Hs 
Majesty's  troops  h&ve  shown  tnemaelvea  r^Mm 
of  encountering  all  the  difSouIties  of  {orest  WH> 
fare,  and  afforded  additional  proof  that  out 
countrymen  were  qualified  to  grapida  wift 
danger  under  all  circumstances,  in  eracy  kiad 
of  country. 

With  Uie  additions  to  our  forces  first  msB- 
tioned,  and  with  the  reinforoementi — naval  Hid 
militaiy — already  arrived  or  immwdiately  <x* 
pected  from  England,  directed  by  raeh  com- 
manders as  are  now  in  New  ZcMand,  I  bait 
that  this  war  will  be  brought,  at  no  miy  distut' 
date,  to  a  successful  issue 

QxsTLBxas  OF  THx  Honsx  of  Baavmaxwt^ 

TIVJSS, — 

A  large  expenditure  has  been  incnrmd  ia 
makiTig  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  ««»■ 
try,  which  the  urgency  of  the'  oiiaia  lemdeni 
immediately  necessary.  Measures  irill  be  nb- 
mitted  to  you  to  enable  the  colony  to  meet  &m 
outlay,  as  w6U  as  that  which,  nnfortnnatriy, 
will  still  have  to  be  made  on  aoconnt  (A  ii» 
war,  without,  I  trust,  too  serionsly  piesn^ 
upon  its  resources,  or  preventiilg  the  emfioy- 
mentof  a  large  portion  of  its  jevenoes  as  <■• 
many  useful  objects  on  which  they  are  nr^mM 
at  presenti 

'  The  estimates  for  the  ounent  fimmoial  jmt 
will  be  laid  before  you  without  delay,  togsuat 
with  an  Act  for  raising  a  loan  to  enable  ms  ta 
carry  out  the  plans  wtiioh  have  bem  fnitiatri 
for  ue  future  security  of  the  country. 

HOHOUBABIiX  GXHTUODES  OF  THE  IiBB3SU- 
•nvS  OOUNdl.,  AND  GeKTLXXXH  OF  TMB 
HOUBI  OF  BKFBXSEHTAXrVXS, 

Theresolutions  defining  the  mlatifma  betweea 
the  Governor  and  MinistoB  adopted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  the  s^iEitrf 
which  I  consented  to  act  until  tba  inatruutioM 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  should  leaoh  nie,bMS 
not  received  the  sanction  of  Hac  Majea^s  0»- 
vemment.  On  the  contrary.  Her  lIa|8S^ 
Government  has  declared  its  inteniiaii  toM- 
here  to  its  previous  decision,  that  the  cBreetioB 
of  Native  policy  and  the  management  oi  Nativa 
affairs  should,  except  in  certain  oontingentaBS, 
be  placed  under  tne  control  of  the  Oenenl 


In  any  ordinary  circumstanoes  of  the  eclSBy 
my  BesponsiUe  Advisers,  on  the  receipt  of  Am 
decision,  would  have  recommended  your  beio| 
immediately  called  together  to  deliDeiate  and 
decide  upon  the  course  to  be  taken  on  a  sobjaet 
of  such  importance.  But  at  the  time  the  de- 
cision was  received  the  position  of  the  eokny 
in  respect  to  the  Natives  was  such  as  to  d^^ 
mand  immediate  and  energetic  meacnras  ts 
insure  its  safety,  which  required  the  wiiob 
attention  of.  the  Government.  It  appeaiei 
then  that  to  summon  the  Assembly  at  that 
moment  would  have  been  to  incur  the  ride 
of  paralysing  the  efficient  action  so  necessazy 
in  the  then  present  crisis,  while  iheasoree  Idc  . 
making  provision  to  meet  the  lees  imninlfa** 
consequences  of  the  Native  insurrection  oould 
not  possibly  have  been  matured  sufficiently  to 
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le  Batnnitted  for  yoor  delibaiation  and  adop- 
tkm. 

The  Ministers  accoidingly  undertook  to  be 
naponaible  for  the  adoption  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions  for  the  defenoe  of  the  district  about  Auck- 
land which  I  had  proposed  to  them,  and  for 
the  oecnpation  by  military  settlers  of  the  land 
d  hostile  Natives  in  its  neighbourhood,  pend- 
ing the  smmnoning  of  the  Assembly  utd  the 
expression  of  your  opinion  on  the  whole  subject 
of  responsibility  in  Native  afiairs.  They  un- 
dattook  this  amount  of  responsibility  from  a 
lense  of  duty,  and  from  the  strong  ooftviction 
that  these  plans  formed  part  of  a  policy  calcu- 
lated effectually  to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
before  us,  and,  as  such,  to  meet  with  youi 
thorough  approval  and  sanction. 

I  would  now  recommend  your  acceptance  ot 
the  responsibility  which  Her  Majesty's  decision 
his  placed  upon  the  colony. 

The  measnres  to  which  your  attention  will 
be  princii>ally  directed  will  be  those  which 
have  for  their  object  the  suppression  of  the 
present  and  the  prevention  of  future  rebellions. 
I  lely  with  confidence  on  your  cordial  support 
in  my  endeavours  to  carry  on  the  present  war 
with  vigour,  and  to  make  it,  if  possible,  the 
last  which,  shall  afflict  the  European  and 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.  To  do 
this — to  provide  a  material  guarantee  for  the 
preservation  of  peace — such  measures  will  be 
neoesaaty  as  will  render  future  insurrections  of 
the  Natives  hopeless.  The  most  obvious 'and 
effective  of  such  measures  are  the  construction 
of  roads  through  the  interior  of  the  country, 
and  the  introduction  into  the  disaffected  dis- 
tricts especially  of  an  amount  of  armed  popu- 
lation sufficient  to  defend  itself  against  all 
aggression.  It  should  be  distributed  in  mili- 
tazy  settlements  along  the  frontiers  of  the 
settled  districts  and  elsewk  :re,  so  as  to  afford 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  districts. 
A  oonsideiable  number  of  Volunteers  for  such 
settlements  have  been  introduced,  as  I.  have 
already  sttkted ;  and  Bills  will  besnbmitted  -for 
your  consideration  to  authorize  and  make  pro- 
vision for  the  carrying-out  of  these  objects  on 
IS  extensive  a  scale  as  seems  practicable  at  pre- 
lent.  This  will  necessarily  involve  the  occupa- 
^on  of  a  portion  of  the  waste  luids  of  the 
sbeUiooa  Natives ;  but,  while  ample  land  will 
X  left  for  their  own  requirements,  it  is  only 
ost  that  they  should  be  made  to  feel  some  of 
ihe  evil  oonsequenoes  of  plunging  the  cotmtry, 
>y  wanton  and  nnprovoked  aggressions,  into  the 
ixpenses  and  miseries  incidental  to  civil  war ; 
md  thus  it  is  hoped  to  afford  a  warning  to 
'ther  tribes  to  abstain  from  conduct  which  will 
«  attended  with  the  kind  of  punishment  they 
re  most  apprehensive  of. 

I  trust  that  these  measures,  which  I  am 
ompelled  reluctantly  to  adopt,  will  ultimately 
rove  a  great  furtherance  to  the  operation  of 
hose  for  the  improvement  and  civilization  of 
he  aboriginal  natives  which  have  occupied  so 
luch  of  your  attention  of  late  years,  and  which, 
am  well  aware,  nothing  that  ha^  taken  place 
rill  prevent  you.  from  still  prosecuting  with  a 


generous  regard  foi;  the  future  welfare  of  this 
people. 

Some  measures  to  facilitate  the  operation  of 
former  Acts  of  the  Assembly,  a  Bill  for  the 
ahnezation  of  Stewart  Island  to  the  Province 
of  Southland  in  order  to  extend  the  advan- 
tages of  local  government  to  that  island,  and 
a  plan  for  the  formation  of  an  electric  tele- 
graph from  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
Middle  Island  to  Auckland,  will  be  laid 
before  you,  and  receive,  I  trust,  your  favour- 
able consideration. 

The  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  every  respect, 
with  the  exception  of  the  state  of  the  aboriginal 
natives,  oontmues  undiminished.  Especially 
it  is  most  gratifying  .to  remark  the  almost  un- 
exampled progrera  in  wealth  and  population 
made  by  the  settlements  in  the  Middle  Island, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  while  themselves  un- 
disturbed by  any  difficulties  with  a  Native  race, 
have  shown  so  deep  a  .sympathy  with,  and 
so  generous  a  regard  for,  the  sufferings  and 
dangers  which  have  fallen  on  their  fellow- 
eitisens  in  this  Island. 

I  have  now  only  to  express  an  earnest  hope 
that  your  counsels,  informed  with  the  spirit  of 
wisdom,  may,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty 
Disposer  of  Events,' tend  to  the  deliverance  of 
the  colony  from  its  present  difficulties,  and  to 
the  permanent  welfare  of  all  its  inhabitants. 

His  EzcELiiENCY,  having  handed  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  a  copy  of  his  Speech,  withdrew. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaksb  took  the  chair. 

Pbaybbs. 

EESIONATION. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKERtnformed  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  Hon.  Sir  Osborne  Oibbes  had  ten- 
dered the  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  Council, 
and  His  Excellency  the  Governor  had  been 
pleased  to  accept  the  same. 

NEW  MEMBSlBS. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  following  gentlemen  had  been 
called  to  the  Council*  The  Hon.  Dr.  Renwick, 
the  Hoiv  ^^-  Pillans,  the  Hon.  Major  Whit- 
more,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Henry  Walton, 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  Standing  Order 
No.  5  provided  for  the  preparation  of  an  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  EQs  Excellency's  Speech.  Ha 
did  not  observe  amongst  the  members  present 
any  representative  of  the  present  Government, 
and,  lest  it  should  be  thought  there  was  any 
failure  of  the  respect  due  by  the  Council  and 
always  shown  on  these  occasions  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Majesty,  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  had 
taken  upon  himself  to  move.  That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  in 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech  :  Committee 
to  consist  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Buchanan,  the  Hon. 
Major  Richmond,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Kenny,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oilfillan,  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 
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HOySE   OP   BEPRESENTA1IVES. 
Monday,  19lh  October,  1863. 

Opening  of  Parliament— Beeignatlon*— New  Keni' 
ben— First  Beading— Governor's  Speech. 

Mr.  Spkaxbb  took  the  ohaii  at  tw»o'olook. 
Pb&tebs.  ' 

OPENING  OF  PABLIAMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  desiring  the  attendtmoe  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  Ohomher. 

Hi.  Speakbb,  accompanied  by  members, 
and  preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  bearing 
the  mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  Oounoil 
Cfaambei,  and,  after  a  short  absence,  retnined. 

BESIGNATIONS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  the  House. that  the 
following  seats  had  become  vacant :  Kaiapoi, 
by  the  resignation  of  I.  T.  Oookson,  Esq. ; 
Dunedin  South,  by  the  resignation  of  T.  Dick, 
Esq. ;  Heathcote,  by  the  resignation  of  W.  S. 
Moorhouse,  Esq. ;  Dunedin  North,  by  the  re- 
signation of  J.  L.  0.  Richardson,  Esq. ;  Town  of 
New  Plymouth,  by  the  resignation  of  I.  N. 
Watt,  Esq.  ;  Akaroa,  by  tlie  resignation  of  A. 
E.  White,  Esq. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 
The  following  new  members  were  then  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Speaker,  and,  having  taken  and 
subscribed  the  oath  required  by  law,  took  their, 
seats  in  the  House:  H.  H.  Turton,  Esq.,  for 
the  Town  of  New  Plymouth ;  F.  Wayne,  Esq., 
for  Hampden. 

riBST  BEADING. 
Naturalization  Bill. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  that,  when  the 
House,  in  obedience  to  summons,  attended 
upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  the 
Legislative  Council  Chamber,  His  ExoeUenoy 
was  pleased  to  make  a  Speech  to  botj^  Houses 
of  Parliament,  of  which  he  had,  for  greater 
accuracy,  obtained  a  copy ;  which  he  read  to 
the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday 
next.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^  , 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  20th  October,  1863. 


Beleet  Committees. 


The  Hob.  the  Speakeb  took  the  ohaii  at  tv« 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 
Stahoiiiq  Obders.— The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the'  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Lee,  and  the  Hon.  liaiot  Bich- 
mond. 


Honss.— The  Hon.  Captain  Baillie,the  Hn, 
Mr.'  Henry  Busseil,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Citfdi 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OP   BEPBESENTATIVB3. 
Wednesday,  21st  October,  ISO. 


Beleot  Oommittaes— Ijeave  of  Absenoe-Oiainati  tf 
Oommlttees— First  Beadinga— Addreu  in  Bqlf . 

Mr.  Sfeaxbb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'doet 
Pbayebs. 

SELECT  0OMMITTEE8. 

Pbiyate  Obietahcbs.  —.Mr.  BranddO,  Ht. 
FitsheriSert,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  WeU.  lb.  Ot- 
mcniid,  Mr.  Vogel,  Mr.  Jollie,  Mr.  CmliiyliL 
Busseil,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor. 

Op  Selection  on  Pbitais  Bills.- Hr.  Rt 
Gerald,  Mr.  Weld,  Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  0'B«de, 
and  Mr.  Jollie. 

LiBBABY  AND  FBlHTiHa. — Mr.  Spetka,  Ht 
Fox,  Mr.  Pitzherbert.  Mr.  PitzGeiaU,  lit. 
Jollie,  Mr.  O'Rorke,  Mr.  Stafiord,  Mr.  Vcgd, 
Mr.  Wayne,  and  Mr.  Dillon  Bell. 

House.  — Mr.  Pitzherbert,  Mr.  KtaGsnld, 
Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  Stafiord,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mt 
James  Williamson,  and  Mr.  DiUon  BelL 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  DILLON  DELL  moved.  That  lean  i 
absence  be  granted  to  Mr.  Carleton  dnnBg  tlii 
session.  It  had  not  been  intended,  he  iw,  to 
hold  the  session  so  early,  and  Mr.Ouletiiiiliii 
gone  to  Blngland,  believing  that  it  «aaU  ei 
be  held  long  before  March  next ;  and  beraU 
not  have  received  the  summons  to  attend. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  inquired  whether,  in  tb 
event  of  Mr.  Carleton  returning  before  the  ail 
of  the  session,  he  would  be  precluded  ina 
taking  his  seat  by  his  having  received  lean  la 
the  session.  He  suggested  that  leave  dKU 
be  given  from  month  to  month,  rather  thttto 
the  whole  session.  He  had  also  a  veij  ^B^ 
feeling  that,  in  the  present  critical  positim  d 
the  colony,  the  House  o6ght  to  be  very  chuya 
granting  leave  of  absence  for  a  whol^  imta. 
When  an  honourable  member  vras  awn  th» 
private  affairs  would  render  his  presenoe  is- 
possible,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  B(t>B 
his  seat  to  those  who  elected  him,  so  tliat  tMf 
might  not  be  without  a  representative,  w 
admitted  that  there  were  special  reasoiu  u 
granting  leave  to  the  Chairman  of  Comnuttfi^ 
but  be  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  <^ 
other  case,  except,  perhaps,  that  of  Mi.  Ww, 
he  would  be  prepared  to  grant  leave  of  »ta«« 
for  a  whole  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  that,  when  an  haii» 
able  member  who  had  leave  of  absence  ntiam 
and  took  his  seat,  the  remainder  of  hi*  »''' 
was  cancelled. 

Mr.  BENALL  wished  to  know  if  anyhamw- 
able  member  was  in  order  in  asking  ^**"~ 
the  session  for  an  absent  member,  "i"^ 
shovring  his  authon^  from  that  hanomaW 
member  to  do  so.     He  (Mr.  Benall)  dM  a* 
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know  el  any  gpecLd  reuons  in  Mr.  Carleton's 
eaae,  and  did  ZK>t  see  how,  if  this  motion  were 
giuted,  any  other  hononiable  member  ooold 
In  stopped  when  making  such  an  applioation. 

Mr.  8PEAKEB  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
nle  by  which  it  was  necessary  that  such  an 
antlioiity  should  be  produced.  The  deoision 
in  any  case  rested  with  the  House. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  hoped  the  House  would  bear 
in  mind  that  they  were  virtually  disfranchising 
an  eleetoral  district,  and,  he  thought,  acting  in 
opposition  to  the  Constitution  Act.  If,  as  he 
had  heard,  Mr.  Carleton's  resignation  was  left 
«ith  any  one,  it  was  a  great  pibr  it  was  not 
iKiw  given  in,  so  that  a  new  member  might  be 
eieoted. 

Ifr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  asked  for  leave 
inr  Ur.  Carleton  because  they  must  have  a 
Chaiiman  of  Committees ;  and  it  was  not  Mr. 
Carleton's  fault  he  was  not  present,  because  it 
had  been  understood  that  the  session  was  not 
to  be  till  next  March.  This  step  did  not  dis- 
fiaiichise  a  district,  because  the  honourable 
momber's  seat  could  not  be  forfeited  till  he  had 
&tled  in  attendance  for  a  whole  session.  He 
had  no  objection,  however,  to  make  his  motion 
foi  a  month  instead  of  for  the  whole  session,  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  words  of  theOonstitn- 
tion  Act  were — "absent  without  leave  for  a 
vhole  session,"  implying  that  the  House  might 
grant  leave  for  a  whole  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  directed  attention  to  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  137,  which  laid  down  that  no 
honourable  member  should  absent  himself  for 
more  than  a  week  at  a  time  without  leave,  and 
that  in  the  event  of  his  doing  so  he  would  be 
^ilty  of  contempt.  Several  honourable  mem- 
bers were  at  present  absent,  and  it  might  be 
lesirable  that  leave  should  be  obtained  for 
\iiem  before  the  week  was  up. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  during 
■he  session. 

CHAIBMAN  OP  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  Mr.  O'Rorke  be  ap- 
winted  Acting  Chairman  of  Committees  during 
he  absence  of  Mr.  Carleton.  Mr.  O'Borke  had, 
le  said,  last  session  taken  Mr.  Carleton's  place 
n  his  absence,  and  filled  it,  he  (Mr.  Wood) 
ielieved,to  the  satisfaction  of  every  member  of 
be  Bouse. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PIBST  READINGS. 
Enqniry  into  Wrecks  Bill,  Marine  Board 
till.  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment 
till.  Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill,  Stew- 
rt's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  Provincial  Coun- 
ils'  Powers  Extension  Bill. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Dr.  PEATHERSTON  rose  to  suggest  a  post- 
Hiement  of  this  question,  when 
Mr.  SPEAKER  stopped  the  honourable  mem- 
ir,  informing  him  that  there  was  no  question 
store  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  then  proceeded  to  move 
1863— B 


an  Address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
reply  to  Bis  Excellency's  Speech  as  fol- 
lows. It  is  not  my  intention,  in  rising 
to  move  a  MPly  to  the  Speech  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  uovemor,  to  delay  the  time  of 
the  Honse  with  remaika  of  any  length.  His 
Excellency's  Speech  i&  in  itself  so  plain  that 
it  requires  no  consideration  from  honourable 
members  to  enable  them  to  agree  to  what  is 
contained  in  it.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  may  have  been  in  the  minds  of  honour- 
able  members  on  former  occasions  with  regard 
to  the  necessity  of  prosecuting  the  war,  I  think 
there  is  now  no  difference'  of  opinion  in  the 
mind  of  any  honourable  member  as  to  the 
necessity  of  prosecuting  it  to  a  lasting  and 
final  conclusion.  The  recent  outrages  have 
been  committed  by  the  Natives  wantonly,  and 
they  themselves  are  to  blame  for  the  ooursb 
they  have  taken.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
every  efiort  has  been  made  by  the  Governor  to 
induce  the  Natives  to  give  up  that  rebellious 
system  which  they  have  been  adopting  for 
some  time,  and  to  oome  back  to  a  better  line  of 
conduct.  Although  unsuccessfully,  it  is  satis- 
factory for  us  to  know  that  he  has  done  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  induce  them  to  submit. 
I  myself,  however,  as  well  as  several  other 
honourable  members,  have  long  been  of  opinion 
that  the  war  was  inevitable,  whatever  attempt 
might  be  made — that  the  Natives  had  made 
up  their  minds  that  no  inducement  the  Go- 
vernor or  any  one  else  could  offer  would  bring 
them  to  a  right  state  of  feeling.  They  look 
upon  the  pakehas  and  their  Governor  as 
animated  by  fear  in  what  they  do,  and  they 
wish  to  try  their  strength  with  the  British  race. 
That  this  war,  then,  has  been  forced  upon  us 
by  the  Natives'  own  acts  I  think  every  one  will 
admit ;  and,  as  we  have  gone  into  the  war,  we 
have  asked  the  Home  Grovemment  to  assist  us, 
and  they  have  readily  come  forward  and  taken 
our  part.  The  assistance  rendered  by  the 
neighbouring  colonies  also  deserves  the  thanks 
of  New  Zealand  generally.  I  think  that  this 
House  will  cordially  grant  to  Ministers  credit 
for  that  firm  action  which  they  have  taken  to 
suppress  the  rebellion.  Since  its  commence- 
ment they  have,  in  a  manner  dearly  under- 
stood by  the  country,  taken  every  possible  step 
in  their  power  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  satis- 
factory and  speedy  conclusion.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  no  other  course  was  left  to  the  Ministers 
when  they  introduced  the  system  of  volunteer 
military  settlers.  There  was  no  other  course 
open  to  them  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  dif- 
ferent settlements,  and  I  heartily  approve  of 
the  course  they  adopted.  Those  parties  who 
have  been  thus  introduced  into  this  country, 
I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  to  the  House, 
have  been  carefully  selected,  and  are  men  of 
good  character,  who  will  afterwards  be  a  credit 
to  the  country.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  observe 
the  gallantry  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  when 
they  have  been  engaged  with  the  enemy :  and 
the  resolute  energy  displayed  by  the  Volunteers 
and  Militia,  I  think,  deserves  the  thanks  of 
this  House;  for  the  duties  they  have  had  to 
perform  have  been  arduous  and  harassing,  in 
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the  midst  of  winter,  and  accompanied  with 
much  privation  and  sufiering.  On  our  accept- 
ing tlio  responsibility  which  is  in  futare  to 
exist  between  His  Excellency  and  his  Minis- 
ters, I  think  it  will  be  a  fitting  time  to  make 
provision  that  the  Natives  should  be  represented 
in  the  House — not  by  themselves,  but  by  Euro- 
peans selected  by  themselves ;  and  I  trust  that 
such  a  course  will  be  adopted,  so  as  to  show 
the  Natives  that  we  at  all  events  afford  them 
justice,  at  the  same  time  that  they  will  be 
made  to  submit  to  British  law  and  authority. 
I  am  sure  that  every  member  in  this  House 
will  cordially  support  His  Excellency  and 
Ministers  in  bringing  this  war  to  a  final  and 
successful  conclusion.  And  I  am  satisfied  that 
no  better  system  could  be  adopted,  to  show  the 
Natives  that  they  must  not  in  future  interfere 
with  Her  Majesty's  subjects  by  shooting  them 
•dovfn  whenever  they  think  proper,  than  making 
them  give  up  a  portion  of  their  lands,  thus 
making  them  feel  that  we  have  a  way  to  punish 
their  aggressions.  The  force  now  in  the  country 
and  expected  shortly  to  arrive  will,  I  trust,  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  speedily  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  conclusion;  and  I  hope  that,  when  it  is 
^one  this  time,  it  will  be  for  ever.  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  move  the  following  Address 
in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech : — 

May  it  PiiKASE  tocb  Excellenot, — 

We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  tender  our  thanks  to 
your  Excellency  for  the  Speech  with  which 
your  Excellency  has  opened  the  present  ses- 
sion ef  the  General  Assembly. 

We  learn  with  regret  that  the  resumption  of 
a  block  of  land  at  Taranaki,  which  had,  long 
previously  to  the  late  war,  been  peacefully 
occupied  by  our  settlers,  had  resulted  in  an 
unprovoked  murder  by  the  Natives  of  a  small 
•escort  of  Her  Majesty's  troops ;  that  the  Wai- 
kato  Natives  hod  endeavoured  to  form  a  gene- 
ral combination  of  Natives,  with  the  avowed 
object  of  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the 
European  inhabitants  of  the  colony ;  and  that, 
although  frustrated  in  their  plans  of  attack 
upon  Auckland,  they  have  assassinated  out- 
settlers,  and  soldiers  engaged  on  escort  duty. 

We  recognize  that  your  Excellency  has  made 
bvery  endeavour  to  leave  the  Natives  no  ground 
of  complaint,  and  to  deprive  them  of  every 
pretext  for  rebellion ;  and  we  regret  that  no 
means  have  been  found  effectual  to  induce 
them  to  relinquish  their  schemes  of  conquest 
and  plunder. 

Wo  cordially  unite  with  your  Excellency 
in  a  grateful  recognition  of  the  promptitude 
and  liberality  with  which  the  application  to 
the  Imperial  Government  for  additional  mili- 
tary assistance  has  been  responded  to,  and  in 
thanking  the  Australian  Governments,  and 
especially  the  Governor  of  Tasmania,  for  the 
military  aid  rendered  by  them  to  this  colony. 

We  also,  together  with  your  Excellency,  beg 

to  express  our  acknowledgment  for  the  services 

rendered  by  Her  Majesty's  naval  and  military 

forces  in  this  colony,  and  to  record  our  ad- 

Mr.  B.  Oraliam 


miration  of  the  conspicuous  galliutiy,  oaera; 
occasion  the  war  has  hitherto  afforded  fot  its 
display,  of  the  troops  under  their  distinguished 
General ;  and  of  the  zeal  and  devotion  emi- 
nently displayed  by  the  settlers  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Auckland  and  Taranaki  in  their  co- 
operation with  Her  Majesty's  tnxips,  vai.  in 
the  endurance  of  hardship  and  privation. 

We  receive,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  settle 
the  question  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  jooi  Ex- 
cellency's intimation  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment has  decided  that  responsibility  bt 
Nfktive  policy  and  for  the  administistian  oi 
Native  affairs  should  be  placed  upon  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

We  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  is  on 
earnest  wish  to  co-operate  with  yoor  Excel- 
lency in  the  suppression  of  the  present  lod 
in  the  prevention  of  future  rebellions,  uid  ia 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  both  nees 
in  these  Islands ;  and  any  measures  UH  b; 
your  Excellency  before  us  with  'those  objacH 
shall  receive  our  most  serious  attention. 

We  join  your  Excellency  in  the  ^yer  thst 
our  counsels  may,  with  the  blessmg  of  Al- 
mighty God,  tend  to  the  deUveiance  of  tlie 
colony  from  its  present  difficulties,  and  to  the 
permanent  welfare  of  all  its  inhabitants. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  proper  oonrse  lot 
the  honourable  member  would  be  to  mon  tint 
an  Address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  is 
reply  to  his  Speech,  and  attach  the  Addren  in 
an  infinitive  form.  It  would  then  be  fom^ 
referred  to  a  Oommittee,  who  would  put  it  intt 
shape ;  and,  on  its  being  again  brought  np,  tht 
House  would  have  another  opportunity  of  da- 
cussing  and  amending  it. 

Mr.  RHODES  seconded  the  Addreta  «itb 
great  pleasure. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  read  it  in  the  fom  (Di- 
gested. 

Dr.  PEATHERSTON,  in  rising  to  pre?* 
an  adjournment,  hoped  it  would  be  diatindi; 
understood  that  he  did  not  do  it  vith  UJ 
intent  of  opposing  the  Address,  but  on  the  dis- 
tinct and  simple  ground  that  it  a{^iesred  to 
him  unfeur  to  enter  upon  such  an  impoitsU 
discussion  in  the  absence  of  so  many  booMir- 
able  members.  Little  short  of  half  thi  JBtx^ 
hers  of  the  House,  he  bolieved,  were  sot  in- 
sent.  Many  were  absent  owing  to  ptesore  of 
public  business,  and  others  owing  to  a  bc^- 
down  in  steam  communication,  and  others  is 
consequence  of  vacancies  in  representation  a^ 
having  been  filled  up.  Amongst  those  sbs^ 
were  some  of  the  most  leading  men  in  l^ 
House,  and  to  whose  opinions  both  the  Honse 
and  the  country  would  deservedly  attach  gn)' 
weight.  Every  one  of  those  honouraUe  skb- 
bers,  he  believed,  would  be  at  his  post  oo 
the  arrival  of  the  mail  steamer  bsaa  t* 
South.  He  suggested,  therefore,  to  tke 
honourable  member  at  the  he^  of  tb«  Go- 
vernment that  he  should  consent  to  the  po^ 
ponement  of  the  present  motion  till  this  i>} 
week,  but  at  the  same  time  consent  to  go  a 
with  the  ordinary  routine  business  of  dx 
House,  and  bring  through  their  first  stiga 
whatever  measures  the  Government  had  w 
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bring  before  the  House.  He  (Dr.  Feaiberston) 
did  not  believe  that  ajiy  commnnication  was 
ever  made  by  any  Gk>vemor  of  a  British  colony 
of  so  much  importance  as  the  Speech  made  by 
His  Excellency  in  opening  the  present  session. 
He  did  not  beUeve  that,  in  the  history  of  any 
colony,  so  many  questions  of  such  grave  and 
serious  importance  were  ever  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  any  Legislature  as  those 
which  were  now  brought  before  the  House, 
in  order  that  they  might  express  theix  opinion 
and  pass,  he  trusted,  a  calm  and  deliberate 
judgment  upon  them.  For  his  own  part,  the 
gravity  of  the  questions  themselves,  the  magni- 
tade  of  the  interests  they  involved,  and  what 
be  could  not  but  consider  the  consequences 
that  might  arise  from  a  false  step,  made  him 
deeply  anxious  to  have  time  to  consider  and  care- 
fully weigh  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  to  make  himself  acquainted  ^th  the  evi- 
dence on  which  they  were  based.  That  evi- 
dence was  contained  in  a  mass  of  documents, 
which  would  require  some  days  simply  to 
peruse,  much  more  to  thoroughly  digest.  He 
did  not  himseU  believe  that  any  member 
of  the  House  could  be  more  desirous  that 
those  bold  and  comprehensive  proposals  which 
had  been  submitted  to  the  House  should  un- 
dergo the  strictest  scrutiny  than  his  honour- 
able friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
Be  was  the  author  of  them,  and  his  reputation 
would  probably  stand  or  fall  by  them.  It 
appeared  to  Mm  (Dr.  Fcatherston)  that  those 
proposals  hod  been  the  result  of  long  and 
anxious  thought.  The  ability  displayed  in  the 
various  memoranda  testified  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govenunent 
had  reflected  deeply  upon  the  maladies  that 
afflicted  this  colony,  and  had  satisfied  him- 
kVL  that  the  treatment  ho  proposed  was  the 
correct  one ;  and  upon  that  very  ground  the 
Assembly  was  entitled  to  claim  a  reasonable 
time  to  consider  and  weigh  those  proposals 
before  it  was  called  upon  either  to  reply  to 
them  or  sanction  them.  And  another  reason, 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  the  honourable 
member,  was  this :  that  this  Beply,  instead  of 
being,  aa  was  usually  the  oosel,  a  mere  echo  of 
>he  Speech,  committing  the  House  to  nothing, 
lid  to  some  degree  commit  the  House  to  a 
icarty  approval  of  the  past  proceedings  of  the 
jovemmeut,  and  also  of  its  future  policy.  Now, 
le  would  submit  to  the  honourable  member 
;bat  an  approval  snatched  in  a  House  shorn  of 
learly  half  its  members  was  not  an  approval 
forth  having — thot,  instead  of  insuring  that 
tnanimity  which  he  thought  most  desirable, 
md  obtaining  for  His  Excellency's  Govern- 
nent  that  co-operation  which,  he  thought,  was 
ssential  to  the  Government  of  this  colony 
luring  the  present  crisis,  it  was  calculated 
inly  to  irritate  and  evoke  opposition.  He 
herefore  trusted  that,  for  these  reasons,  and 
nany  others  that  would  readily  present  them- 
elves  to  the  minds  of  honourable  gentlemen, 
be  honourable  memiber  at  the  head  of  the 
■ovemment  would  consent  to  postpone  the 
urther  discussion  of  the  present  motion  until 
bis  day  week,  by  which  time  he  believed  every 


honourable  member  from  the  South  would  be 
present.  He  begged  to  move.  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned  to  this  day  week. 

Mr.  FITZQEBAU)  seconded  the  motion. 
He  did  not  think  that  on  ordinary  occasions  it 
was  a  conclusive  argument  for  not  proceeding 
with  any  business  usually  proceeded  with  at 
this  period  of  the  session,  that  many  honour- 
able members  were  not  present  in  the  House 
who  might  have  been  present,  having  had 
sufficient  notice  to  attend ;  but  his  honourable 
friend  had  stated  two  or  three  reasons  which 
conclusively,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  showed  that 
many  honourable  members  now  absent  could 
not  possibly  have  been  present  on  the  present 
occasion.  Some,  it  appeared,  hod  been  kept 
by  public  business  which  they  could  not  neg- 
lect; some  by  vstcancies  io/ representation — 
which,  he  might  incidentally  say,  it  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  curious  the  Government  had  not 
displayed  a  little  more  activity  in  filling  up.  If 
the  object  of  the  motion  made  by  his  honour- 
able friend  were  to  delay  the  business  coming 
before  the  House,  he,  for  one,  would  be  no  party 
to  it ;  but  he  was  sure  the  House  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  would  be  much  more  con- 
venient to  take  one  debate  for  all,  on  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  general  policy  submitted 
to  the  House  by  the  Government ;  and  that,  so 
far  from  delaying  business  and  lougtheuing  the 
session,  the  course  proposed  by  the  honourable 
the  mover  of  the  amendment  would,  on  the 
whole,  tend  to  facilitate  the  business  before  the 
House — that  was,  by  postponing  the  Address 
they  would  take  one  debate  on  the  general 
past  policy  of  the  Government,  and  then  be  in 
a  position  to  turn  their  minds,  free  from  any 
difficulty  whatsoever,  to  the  measures  the  Go- 
vernment were  going  to  propose  for  the  future. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  question. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  it  was  not  without  grati- 
fication he  learned  that  the  measures  alluded 
to  in  the  Address  were  measures  of  great  mag- 
nitude and  involved  a  large  interest.  He  was 
not  at  all  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  coll  them  tolerably  compre- 
hensive, for  it  was  rather  a  good  omen  as  to 
the  course  which  he  would  take  in  future 
wbenevei  they  should  be  discussed.  It  was 
because  the  Government  were  fully  aware  of 
the  immensity  of  those  interests  and  the  dci>th 
and  difficulty  of  the  questions  involved  in 
them  that  they  had  proposed  the  sort  of  Bcply 
to  the  Speech  which  had  beeh  laid  before  the 
House ;  and  they  certainly  bod  thought  that,  in 
framing  that  Address,  they  had  done  it  so  as 
almost  to  commit  the  House  to  pass  no  opin- 
ion whatever,  except  on  the  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and  on  that  subject  be  believed  there 
would  be  scarcely  one  dissentient  voice  in  tho 
House.  Tho  Address  had  been  particularly 
framed  with  the  object  of  enabling  the  House 
to  adopt  it  at  once,  and  leave  to  future  oppor- 
tunities the  discussion  of  the  several  topics 
contained  in  it.  However,  if  it  appeared  to 
any  honourable  member  that  the  affirmation 
of  the  proposition  would  require  any  expres- 
sions of  .opinion  without  sufficient  time  having 
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been  given  to  consider'  that  opinion,  and  to 
discuss  everything  in  favour  of  or  a^amat  it, 
the  Government  coald  have  no  hesitation  what- 
ever in  granting  further  time  for  the  formation 
of  that  opinion.  The  Government  would  there- 
fore consent  to  postpone  the  discussion  to  the 
day  proposed.  The  (Government,  of  course, 
would  wish  to  have  the  opinion  of  all  the 
most  influential  members  of  the  House — to 
elicit  an  expression  of  opinion  which  might 
be  considered  that  of  the  whole  colony ;  and 
therefore  had  not  the  least  hesitation  in  post-. 
poning'  the  motion  until  other  honourable 
memlrars  had  arrived.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere 
about  the  vacant  seats,  he  assured  the  honour- 
able member  that  not  a  moment's  time  had 
been  lost  in  issuing  the  writs  after  the  resig- 
nations were  received ;  but  some  honourable 
members  sent  their  resignations  first  to  the 
(Government,  from  whom  they  had  to  be  sent 
to  Mr.  Speaker,  and  come  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment before  writs  could  be  issued. 

Mr.  JOLLIB  remarked  that,  if  at  the  end  of 
the  week  honourable  gentlemen  had  arrived, 
and  then  required  another  week  on  the  groimd 
that  they  were  not  prepared  to  give  their  opin- 
ion without  time  for  consideration,  &o.,  he 
should  certainly  object  to  have  that  further 
week  granted. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  it  would  not  become  him 
to  oppose  the  postponement  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  consented  to,  but  he  must  ^ut  on 
record  his  protest  against  a  custom  which  he 
saw  prevailing  throughout  this  colony.  It  was 
this:  that  the  time  of  men  who  left  their 
affairs,  and  came  to  the  Assembly  on  the  day 
fixed  in  the  Proclamation,  was  to  be  wasted 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  while  other 
members  remained  at  home  to  attend  to  their 
afiairs,  which  those  honourable  members  who 
attended  to  their  duties  were  neglecting.  It 
was  now  a  common  occurrence  for  honourable 
members,  on  receiving  the  Proolamation,  to 
say,  "  Oh,  it's  no  use  going  for  the  first  two  or 
three  weeks;  nothing  of  importance  will  be 
done."  Honourable  members  had  been  now 
called  together  at  a  period  most  detrimental  to 
their  being  called  away  from  their  homes  and 
avocations,  and  they  should  not  be  kept  longer 
than  necessary.  But  he  himself  would  taJce 
notice  of  this  on  Monday  next,  when  the  first 
week  would  have  expired,  and  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  House  the  names  of  those  mem- 
bers who  were  absent  without  leave,  that  the 
House  might  determine  what  course  should  bo 
adopted  with  reference  to  them. 

Debate  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
to  seven  o'clock  p.m. 


ifr.  Domett 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thunday,  a2nd  October,  J863. 


Ministerial  Statement— Addrecs  in  Beply. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  t«o 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

MTNISTEBIAIi  STATEMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHTTAKEK  remajied  tk: 
he  had  been  desired  by  the  (Colonial  Seerettir 
to  make  a  short  communication  to  the  Coqiil. 
Mr.  Domett  had  requested  him  to  staM  tim 
unfortunately  the  (Government  were  not  bib- 
sented  in  the  Council.  He  was  quite  aviRcf 
the  impossibility  of  properly  canying  oo  ii 
business  of  the  country  without  a  repRsattt- 
tive  being  present.  It  bad,  however,  been  ^■ 
f  erred,  in  consequence  of  the  Govemmeiit  bc; 
having  been  enabled  to  make  the  neeeou; 
arrangements.  He  therefore  desired  the  Cta- 
cil  would  adopt  the  course  they  might  &bX 
best — either  to  go  on  with  the  busineo,  or  a 
adjourn ;  or  take  any  course  they  might  ati 
proper. 

^eHon.  Mr.  SWAINSON^  said,  thatnai- 
munication  having  been  made  to  the  Comxi. 
he  would  state  that  it  was  his  intentiaE  t 
move  that  the  Council  should  adjourn.  In  A: 
Journal  of  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  i)(tke 
Legislative  Council  for  1856  he  found  the  fal- 
lowing motion : — 

"  That  this  Council  is  desirous  of  reeoidagk 
disposition  to  lend  its  best  assistance  ttmA 
the  successful  working  of  Besponsible  (jone- 
ment ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  Uiis  Coonci.  feu 
that  the  fact  of  no  responsible  member  of  ik 
(Government  holding  a  seat  in  the  Ijeps'jmt 
Council  establishes  ut  invidious  distinrta. 
introduces  a  practice  not  justified  bypreceiat, 
is  detrimental  to  a  fair  trial  of  the  nevba 
of  government  that  has  been  Introdoecd.  aj 
cannot  fail  to  operate  injurionsly  to  the  jnik 
service." 

He  would  therefore  move,  That  this  Cem^ 
do  not  proceed  to  any  business  of  senom  ic- 
portance  until  there  be  a  representative  of  4* 
(Government  in  the  (Council ;  and  on  bebSec 
the  Council  he  would  protest  agsdnst  the  xan- 
action  of  any  business  until  a  representatiw  : 
the  Government  was  present. 

Question  postponed. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  BUCHANAN  moved.  Thuds 
consideration  of  the  adoption  of  the  tepcn  d 
the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  piepsif » 
Address  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Ojaxt 
Speech  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  m  e 
amendment,  That  the  report  of  the  Coc- 
mittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Addres'-  ; 
reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech  be  refaw 
again  to  the  Committee.  It  hod  been  sa 
gestod  to  him  by  some  honourable  nj«m*o 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Council  d.^. 
gracefully  make,  as  an  additioD  to  the  Auilio- 
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in  Bepfy,  an  echo  or  response  to  the  observa- 
tiana  nutde  in  His  Excellency's  Speech  rela- 
tits  to  Uie  great  obligations  the  colony  owed  to 
Ganeial  Cameron  for  his  conduct  of  the  war. 
He  (Dr.  Pollen)  thonght  this  addition  could  be 
ktter  made  by  the  Committee  than  after  the 
iddiess  had  been  formally  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GUiFTTiTiAN  seconded  the 
•fflendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Comioil  adjourned  at  ikalf -past  two 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF    BEPBESBNTATIVES. 
Thwrtday,  iind  October,  1863. 


Jmn  of  Abeence—tiand-parchaM— Joint  Commit- 
t«M— Native  War— Flnt  Beading— Bngnliy  into 
Wneks  Bill  —  Colonial  Detenoa  Foroe  Act 
Ameadment  BUI— Boperintendenta  Inoonwia- 
tion  BUI  —  Stewart's  uland  Annexation  BUI — 
Provincial  Connoils'  Powers  Extension  Bill— 
MuraluD.         

Mr.  Sfeaxeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock' 

Pbatebs. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Mr.  WELLS  moved,  llhat  leave  of  absence 
be  given  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Richmond  for  one  month. 
'Ihe  Honse  divided  on  the  question. 

Atbs,  12. 


Bell 

Monro,  J. 

Russell 

Cutis 

O'Neill 

Wood. 

Domett 

O'Borke 

Teller. 

FitiOeiald 

BenaU 

Wells. 

Graham,  O. 

NoKS,  10. 

Atldnnn 

Ormond 

Wilson. 

Colenso 

Stafford 

Gillies 

Tnrton 

Teller. 

JoUie 

Wayne 

Biohinond,J.O 

Majority  for,  3. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  aooord- 
infly.  _ 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  moved.  That  leave 
tf  atemce  be  given  to  Mr.  Sannden  for  a 
math. 

Mr.  OILIiIES  wished  to  know  on  what 
{roandg.  

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  the  only  reason 
;i*ea  by  Mr.  Sannden  was,  that  a  number  of 
be  soathem  members  had  intended  not  to 
<»•,  and  Mr.  Sannders  believed  there  would 
w  no  business  done. 

Vr.  WILSON  objected  to  Mr.  SanndeM-"  pro- 
tiag  by  his  own  wrong." 

Mr.  FnZOEBALD  moved,  as  an  amend- 
Mot,  That  leave  be  granted  fox  one    week 

Sr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  was  satisfied.  He  be- 
ined  Mr.  Saunders  would  be  here  in  a  week. 

Vi.  DILLON  BELL  would  vote  against 
ttt  motion  and  amendment.  No  good  rea- 
IH  had  been  given  for  granting  leave,  and 
•k  since  Mz.  Sannders  had  been  a  membet 


of  the  Hbnse  he  had  failed  to  pay  a  proper 
attention  to  his  duties. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  negatived,  and  leave  accord- 
ingly refused. 

Leave  of  absence  was  given  to  Mr.  Ward 
daring  the  session. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  leave  of 
absence  be  given  to  Captain  Baldwin  for  a 
week. 

Motion  negatived,  and  leave  accordingly 
refused. 

Mr.  BENALL  moved  for  leave  of  absence 
for  a  week  foe  Mr.  Fox.  No  doubt  that 
honourable  member  had  some  very  good  rea- 
sons, though  he  (Mr.  Renall)  did  not  happen 
to  know  them.  Seeing  that  the  House  seldom 
proceeded  to  business  at  the  appointed  time, 
he  thought  they  should  not  be  so  sharp  with 
honourable  members  as  to  refuse  them  leave 
for  the  first  week. 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  said  that  Mr.  Pox 
would  have  been  here  if  the  mail  steamer 
"  Wonga  Wonga  "  had  kept  its  time. 

Mr.  QILLIE3  remeirked  that  though  leave 
might  be  refused  now,  if,  on  the  honourable 
members'  arrival,  their  explanation  was  satis- 
factory, no  fine  would  be  imposed. 

The  House  divided. 


Bell 

Curtis 

Domett 

Poatherston 

PitzGerald 

Graham,  Q. 

Graham,  B. 

Atkinson 
Colenso 
Jollie 
Ormond 


Ayes,  18. 
Munio,}'. 
O'NeiU 
O'Borke 
Bnssell 
Taylor,  0.  J. 
Tnrton 


Wells 

Williamson,  Jas 
Williamson,Jno 
Wood. 

Tetter. 
Benall. 


Noes,  9. 
Biohmond,  J.O.  Wilson. 
Stafiord  Teller. 

Wayne  Gillies. 

Majority  for,  9. 


Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  accord- 


lavB  of  absence  was  given  to  Mr.  Harrison 
for  a  week. 

Mr.  BENALL  moved.  That  leave  of  absence 
be  nven  to  Mr.  Carter  for  a  week. 

Motion  negatived,  and  leave  accordingly  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  BENALL  then  moved  for  a  week's  leave 
for  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  detained  at  the  request  of 
his  oonstituenta  to  meet  them  before  he  left. 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  seconded  the  motion, 
and  urged  that  there  vraa  a  special  reason  for 
granting  leave  to  Wellington  members,  as  they 
had  memorialised  the  Government  to  posi^ne 
the  session  in  consequence  of  the  critical  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  Natives  and  settlers, 
and  till  within  nine  or  ten  days  of  the  opening 
they  believed  their  request  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  it  was  beooming  evident 
that  BO  one  balding  an  office  in  the  provinces 
ought  to  sit  in  the  General  Legislature. 

Motion  negatived,  and  leave  accordingly  re- 
fused. 
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Mr.  BENAIjL  moved,  That  leave  of  absence 
be  given  to  Mr.  Brandon  for  a  week. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  16. 

• 

Domett 

O'NeUl 

Turtoa 

Featherston 

O'Borke 

'William8on,Jno 

FitzOerald 

Benall 

Wood. 

Graham,  O. 

Bussell 

Teller. 

Oraham,  B. 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

WftllR. 

Munro,  J. 

Noes,  10. 

Atkinson 

Ormond 

Wilson. 

Colenso 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

GiUies 

Stafiord 

Teller. 

JoUie 

Wayne 

CortiB. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  accord- 
ingly. 

Leave  of  absence  ior  a  week  was  granted  to 
Ml-.  W.  W.  Taylor. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  moved.  That  leave  of 
absence  be  given  to  Mr.  Thomson  for  one  week. 

The  House  divided. 

Ates,  15. 


Bell 

O'Neill 

Wells 

Domett 

Benall 

Williamson,Jno 

Featherston 

Bussell 

Wood. 

Graham,  G. 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

TelUr. 

Graham,  B. 

Turton 

FitzQeraJd. 

Munro,  J. 

Noes,  10. 

Atkinson 

Jollie 

Wilson. 

Colenso 

Ormond 

Curtis 

Stafford 

Teller. 

Gillies 

Wayne 

Bichmond,J.C. 

The  Hooae  divided. 


Atbs,  17. 


Majority  for,  5. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  moved  for  a  week's  leave 
for  Mr,  Weld,  whose  absence  was  owing  to  ill- 
ness in  his  family. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  declined  to  admit  any 
private  reason  as  sufficient,  though  Mr.  Weld 
was  his  personal  friend  and  political  confidant. 

Mr.  WILSON  also  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  felt  that  in  what  the 
House  had  jnst  been  doing  they  had  been 
rather  fast.  There  was  another  course  they 
might  have  adopted— namely,  by  a  *'  call "  of  the 
House,  an  occasion  on  which  no  excuse  could 
be  taken.  Ministers  should  have  the  power  of 
making  such  a  call  on  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, by  a  circular  letterpreviously  sent  to  every 
honourable  member.  He  suggested  that  the 
attention  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
should  be  called  to  the  subject,  to  prevent  the 
House  being  again  placed  in  such  a  ridiculous 
position  as  they  were  in  this  day. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  remarked  that  the 
power  of  making  a  call  Mcisted,  and  had  been 
twice  exercised. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  considered  that  it  ought 
to  be  exercised  at  the  commencement  of  every 
session. 

.  Mr.  WILSON  remarked  that  seven  days' 
notice  was  requited  in  moving  for  a  call.   . 


BeU 
Curtis 
Domett 
Featherston 
Grahontv  G. 
Graham,  R. 

Mnnto,.J. 

O-NeiU 

O'Borke 

BenaU 

BusseU 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

Noes,  7. 

Turton 
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Wood. 

TtUer. 
FitzOerald. 

Atkinson 
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JoUie 

Wayne 

Wilson. 

TeOer. 
Stafiord. 

Majority  for. 

10. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  leave  granted  aocari- 
ingly. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFOBD,  it  to 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copes 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  Govetnmai 
and  any  persons  concerned  in  the  attempt  ts 
extinguisn  the  Native  title  over  certain  Ink 
near  Waitotara,  in  the  Province  of  Wellingte, 
together  with  a  statement  of  all  sums  pild  i: 
connection  with  the  same. 

JOINT  COMJHTTEES. 

Stakdino  Obdebs  ok  Pbivate  Bills.— Mt 
CargUl,  Mr.  3.  0.  Bichmond,  and  Mr.  Oltodo. 

PBTViTK  Bills.— : Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Wdi 
and  Mr.  O'Borke. 

NATIVE  WAR. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND.  n 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  npon  the  tiik 
copies  of  a  correspondence  between  Bopoau. 
of  Qaeen  Charlotte  Sound,  and  the  Stat» 
resident  at  Mataitawa  relative  to  a  frapoMi 
that  Bopoama  should  retain  to  Taraotki  ui 
join  the  king  movement. 

FIBST  READING. 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  BiU. 

■  ENQUIBY  INTO  WBECKS  BILI.. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  rea&i 
of  this  Bill  being  call»l  on, 

Mr.  WOOD  proposed  to  postpone  it  fi 
Friday,  as  honourable  members  had  jnit  g« 
the  printed  copies  of  the  BiU  in  their  hands. 

To  this  several  honourable  members  objectii 

Mr.  GILLIES  thought  it  would  be  adns^ 
not  to  proceed  with  it  at  once.  The  Uidse 
Boards  Act  already  authorised  an  inqmiy  im 
wrecks  of  steamers,  and  it  might  be  adnata 
to  have  the  two  Bills  amalgamated.  Ilie  Gi>- 
vemment  would  perhaps  pass  the  second  lad- 
ing in  a  day  or  two,  and  take  this  soggediiB 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  wished  the  C<toi»i 
Treasurer  to  move  the  second  reading  and  a- 
plainthe  Bill,  and  then  the  debate  mi^k 
adjoozned.. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  object  of  the  Bill  ms  to 
constitute  Courts  of  inquiry  into  the  etaeiti 
wreaks  that  might  happen  on  the  coast  and  ia 
the  rivers  and  harbottra  of  this  colony.    Xhse 
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ms  no  snch  Cotut  at  the  present  time,  end  it 
magt  be  obvious  to  every  one  that,  as  these 
accidents  happened  only  too  frequently,  and 
many  of  them  arose  from  culpable  carelessness 
or  n^hgence,  there  should  be  a  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  facts  of  each  case ; 
10  that,  in  cases  of  culpable  carelessness  or 
seglect,  the  persons  guilty  of  such  carelessness 
orneglect  might  be  punished.  This  Bill  was 
icarceiy  anything  mors  than  on  extract  from 
Part  8  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  which 
gave  power  to  the  naval  officers,  coastguard 
officers,  or  principal  officer  of  Customs  stationed 
nearest  to  where  the  wreclt  occurred,  to  inquire 
and  examine  into  the  causes  of  the  wreck,  and 
to  do  whatever  things  were  required  to  be  done 
by  this  Bill.  The  object  of  the  whole  measure 
was  simply  to  enable  the  Government  to  obtain 
a  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
causes  of  any  wrecks  that  took  place,  in  order 
that  snch  subsequent  proceedings  might  be 
taken  as  were  deemed  necessary.  As  to  incor- 
porating this  Bill  with  the  Marine  Boards  Act, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  matter  some 
little  consideration ;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  on 
tho  first  blush  of  the  thing,  almost  impossible, 
as  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the  chief 
officer  of  Customs  nearest  the  place  of  the 
wreck  to  institute  a  specific  inquiry,  and,  as 
there  would  not  be  likely  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Marine  Board  so  near,  and  tho  Board  itself 
might  be  at  a  considerable  distance,  much  time 
and  trouble  would  be  lost,  and  after  all,  per- 
haps, that  have  to  be  done  which  should  have 
been  done  at  first.  It  might  be  considered, 
however,  and,  if  it  should  appear  that  any  un- 
necessary machinery  was  about  to  be  esta- 
blished beyond  that  which  would  be  a  benefit 
to  the  public  service,  the  Government  wonld 
certainly  make  the  thing  as  simple  as  possible. 
He  thought  there  was  nothing  new  in  the  Act. 
As  he  had  said,  it  was  all  taken  from  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  with  just  those  parts 
changed  which  were  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  the 
circumstances  of  New  ZealEmd.  He  begged  to 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  PITZGEBALD  inquired  if  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  extended  to  steamers. 

Mr.  WOOD  replied  that  it  did. 

Mr.  PITZGEBALD  said  the  Bill  did  not 
appear  to  contain  a  clause  for  making  a  report 
similar  to  that  made  by  the  English  Court, 
upon  which  the  Secrete^  of  State  had  power 
to  take  away  the  captain's  certificate,  thus  im- 

Cg  a  severe  penalty  on  a  careless  captain. 
Act  appeared  to  end  in  nothing,  and  gave 
no  power  to  inflict  anything  of  the  nature  of  a 
penalty,  or  to  report  the  circumstances  to  those 
who  would  have  power  to  inflict  it. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Act  provided  for  a  pre- 
bminary  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  in 
order  that,  iJE  it  turned  out  that  there  was  any 
culpable  neglect  or  carelessness,  the  person 
gnilty  of  it  should  be  punished.  Clause  7  em- 
powered the  Collector,  if  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary, to  require  any  twp  Justices  of  the  Peace 
or  Besident  Magistrate  to  hear  the  case. 

Ur.  FITZGEBAIiD  said  that  what  he  wished 
to  provide  for  were  ordinary  cases,  where  there 


was  undue  negligence,  but  not  sufficient  to 
justify  proceedings  for  manslaughter ;  besides, 
there  might  be  no  deaths,  and  yet  the  captain 
might  deserve  punishment.  The  process  ia 
England  was  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
thereupon  stopped  the  captain's  certificate  foE 
a  certain  time,  according  to  his  culpability, 
though  he  might  not  have  committed  an  offbnoe 
punishable  under  any  other  law. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Marine  Boards  Act  gave 
the  Governor  all  the  powers  of  the  Boazi  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  question  before 
the  Hoxue  was,  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  be 
considered ;  but  these  were  questions  for  after- 
consideration  when  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee :'  besides,  such  a  discussion  between  two 
honourable  members  was  wholly  irregular.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  principle  of  this  Bill 
was  something  analogous  to  those  provisions  in 
the  Coroners  Act  which  allowed  a  Coroner  to 
make  an  inquiry  in  cases  of  suspicion  as  to  the 
cause  of  fires — when  they  had  collected  suffi- 
cient evidence  in  any  case,  higher  Courts  took 
the  matter  up.  The  object,  he  presumed,  was, 
that  a  certain  body  of  facts  should  be  obtained 
which  might  render  it  proper  that  further  in- 
quiry should  be  mode  before  a  higher  Court. 
The  manner  in  which  these  facts  should  be 
arrived  at  could  be  considered  in  Committee ; 
as  also,  when  a  certain  amount  of  evidence 
had  been  obtained,  what  machinery  should  be 
initiated  for  bringing  the  matter  before  a  higher 
Court,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  whether  any 
other  action  should  be  taken,  such  as  by  tino 
suspension  of  the  master's  certificate. 

Itlr.  GILLIES  agreed  that  there  should  bo 
an  inquiry  when  wrecks  occurred,  but  he 
doubted  whether  there  was  any  necessity  for  a 
separate  Act;  for  it  seemed  to  him  that  by 
adopting  that  course  they  were  multiplying 
their  machinery.  By  the  Steam  Kavigation 
Act  of  last  session  the  Marine  Board  had  power 
to  inquire  into  accidents  to  steam  vessels,  bub 
this  Bill  provided  for  a  second  inquiry  into 
accidents  to  all  vessels.  If  it  was  to  be  only 
a  preliminary  inquiry,  without  any  practical 
result,  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  Bill  to 
attain  that  object,  for  a  very  short  clause  in  the 
Marine  Boards  Act,  authorizing  the  nearest 
Resident  Magistrate  to  make  the  inquiry  and 
report  to  the  Governor,  wonld  be  quite  suffi- 
cient. It  was  always  an  objectionable  course 
to  multiply  statutes.  Then,  again,  as  to 
making  the  principal  officer  of  Customs  the 
party  to  make  the  inquiry,  he  did  not  think  he 
was  the  most  suitable  person  to  do  so,  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  was  so  frequently  over- 
whelmed by  his  own  duties.  Ho  would  ask  the 
Government  to  consent  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  and  to  consider  whether  it  would  , 
not  be  advisable  to  relinquish  this  Aot,  and 
gain  the  same  object  by  inserting  two  or  three 
clauses  in  the  Marine  Boards  Act. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  said  the  suggestions  made 
could  be  attended  to  in  Committee.  Some  suoh 
Act  as  this  was  necessary,  for,  in  the  case  of 
the  "  Orpheus,"  no  inquiry  could  take  plaoe  . 
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nntil  a  body  had  been  obtained,  and  then  only 
by  the  circuitous  mode  of  a  Coroner's  inquest. 

Mr.  WOOD  saiii  that,  as  to  the  auggestion 
to  substitute  the  Resident  Magistrate  lor  the 
Collector  of  Customs,  he  might  state  again  that 
the  object  of  the  Oovemment  was  to  assimilate 
the  Act  to  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  and  it 
would  be  there  found  that  the  officer  of  the 
Customs  or  ooMtgaord  were  the  persons  au- 
thorized to  make  suoh  inq^niries.  There  was 
alwaye  an  officer  of  this  kmd  at  naval  posts, 
and  they  would  be  more  acquainted  with 
shipping  matters  than  Resident  Magistrates. 
The  nonourable  member  who  had  just  spokMi 
had  referred  to  the  case  of  the  " Orpheus;"  but 
there  was  that  of  the  "  White  Swan,"  in  whioh 
the  same  difficulty  was  experienced,  A  circular 
despatch  had  been  received  from  the  Duke  of 
Kewcastle,  and  the  Attomey-Gmeral  had  re- 
ceived instructions  to  prepare  an  Act  as 
analogous  as  possible  to  the  Merchant  Ship- 
ping Act.  If  the  House  would  pass  the  second 
reading  the  Oovemment  would  give  every  con- 
sideration to  the  suggestions  of  honourable 
members. 

BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  DOMETT  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  and  said  it  was  a  short  one  and  would 
require  very'little  explanation.  In  the  Colonial 
Defence  Force  Act  passed  last  session  a  clause 
was  introduced  relating  to  the  provision  of 
funds  to  pay  the  ez})ense8  of  the  force.  [The 
honourable  member  read  the  clause.]  Part  of 
the  clause  of  that  Act  enabled  the  Government 
to  take  funds  from  appropriations  for  Native 
purposes.  It  would  be  remembered  that  there 
was  an  arrangement  with  the  Home  Govern- 
ment under  which  the  amount  of  £5  per  head 
for  the  expenses  of  the  troops  was  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  colony,  to  provide  for  the  expense 
of  certain  schemes  for  the  bcoiefit  of  the  Na- 
tives, and  for  other  Native  purposes.  The 
Oovemment,  in  introducing  the  Colonial  De- 
fence Force  Act  last  session,  considered  that 
the  establishment  of  Native  police  might  be 
considered  as  under  this  head,  as  it  would  assist 
in  introducing  civilieation  amongst  the  Natives. 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  however,  had  made  an 
objection.  [The  honourable  member  quoted  a 
paiagraph  from  the  Duke's  ddspatoh.]  He  was 
not  quite  sure,  however,  that  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle was  correct  in  saying  that  the  fund  was 
vnrongly  applied ;  and  as  to  the  barracks  for  the 
Native  police — which  the  Duke  alluded  to — 
there  was  a  separate  provision  made  for  them. 
He  considered  that  the  surrender  of  £6  per 
head  was  a  gratuity  on  the  part  of  the  Home 
Government.  It  was  a  question  open  for  dis- 
cussion whether  the  establishment  of  a  Colonial 
Defence  Force  was  not  a  means  which  would 
assist  in  putting  a  Bt<»>  to  the  war,  and  whether, 
by  preventing  an  infringement  of  the  law,  it 
Mr.  Buatett 


would  not  be  the  best  way  of  «.in«1inT»tim  (^ 
position  of  the  Maoris. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committoe. 

Progress   reported,  and  leave  ^ven  (o  at 
again. 

SUPEMNTENDENTS  INCORPORATIOX 

BILL. 
Mr.  DOMETT  moved  the  second  reading  U 
the  Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill,  ud 
said  that  any  honourable  member  connscted 
with  the  administration  in  this  province  maU 
know  the  necessity  for  this  Act,  and  the  inooo- 
venience  that  was  occasionally  felt  with  respect 
to  public  reserves  which  it  was  found  Deceuuj 
to  vest  in  the  Superintendent.  There  had  been 
no  legal  power  in  the  General  GoTemment  or 
in  any  one  to  meet  this  difficulty  or  to  provide 
for  such  reserves  being  held  by  the  Soperinten- 
dent's  successor.  There  was  one  Act,  the  Na- 
tive Reserves  Act,  which  recognized  the  Soper- 
intendent's  power  to  act  as  a  body  corp(m(e; 
but  there  were  only  a  few  lands  that  could  be 
brought  under  that  Act.  Various  methods  had 
been  devised  by  different  Attomey-Geneiab  b; 
resorting  to  very  complex  processes,  the  legali^ 
of  which  might  be  questioned.  This  BiU  would 
therefore  confirm  any  acts  of  the  legality  d 
which  there  was  a  doubt.  The  utility  and  U« 
necessity  of  the  Bill  could  not  be  disputed. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thimi^ 
all  its  remaining  stages  without  amendment, 

STBWABT'S  ISLAND  ANNEXATION 

BILL. 
Mr.  DOMETT,  in  moving  the  sec(Hid  leadiiif 
of  the  Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  aid 
the  object  of  it  had  been  before  the  pnblie  (a 
some  time.  Stewart's  Island  was  at  preiest 
unattached  to  any  province,  nor  was  there  ur 
machinery,  such  as  Provincial  Govemmsnt  or 

Police,  by  which  the  law  might  be  maintaiwi. 
he  necessity  for  this  had  been  freqaeotlj  <«> 
of  late  years,  as  squatters  and  others  fnni  At 
Australian  and  other  colonies  were  poivhaas; 
the  land  from  the  Natives,  and  comequix 
upon  settlement  there  were  brea«hea  of  tbe 
peace,  whioh,  for  want  of  a  police,  could  not  be 
prevented.  Latterly  the  Government  bad  bed 
information,  reliable  or  otherwise,  of  gunpowder 
having  been  landed  there  whioh  was  to  be  ant 
up  to  the  North,  ^though  it  was  a  cirooitoa 
way  of  sending  it ;  and  a  Native,  vrho  in  odi 
own  vernacular  would  be  called  "  Toby,"  it  wm 
said,  had  collected  a  large  quantity  o<  gu- 
powder.  Whatever  might  be  the  truth  of  thii, 
it  was  quite  clear  that  such  proceeding*  niglit 
be  carried  on,  and  it  was  therefore  neoeoaiyte 
provide  against  them. 

Mi.  STAFFORD  suggested  that,  in  Ot 
absence  of  nearly  all  the  honourable  msB- 
bers  really  interested,  the  question  ihonld  be 
postponed.  For  himself,  he  had  not  made  i^ 
his  mind  on  the  sal^ect.  .Stewart's  Island  eos- 
tained  about  two  millions  of  acres  of  land. 

An  Hon.  Mwnaro,— Three  hundred  thooasid 
aOMS. 
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Mr.  STAFFOBD.— The  honoonble  membet 
ins  vet;  mnoh  misinfoiined,  for  he  knew  the 
ialaad  contained  oonsidetably  Jbon  than  a 
Biillion  acies.  It  was  a  question  for  oonsi- 
deistion  whether  the  terntory  was  in  itself 
sufficient  to  form  into  a  separate  government, 
and,  if  not  snfficient,  either  from  its  extent  or 
the  nature  of  the  soil  and  its  mountainons 
cliaracter,  he  shonld  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  annexed  to  some  other  Government.    A 

n'ion  wonld  arise  some  day  as  to  what 
d  be  done  with  what  might  be  called  the 
oatlying  portions  of  the  colony.  He  allnded 
to  the  whole  of  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island.  It  was  true  that  intelligence  had 
leached  them  within  the  last  few  days  or 
bonis  that,  owing  to  recent  discoveries  made 
b;  Dr.  Hector,  Dnnedin  wonld  be  brought 
into  inxmediate  oommnnioation  with  what  it 
bad  hitherto  been  separated  from — that  was, 
a  portion  of  the  West  Coast.  If  these  dis- 
coTenes  were  true  and  there  were  easy  means 
of  communication  with  the  West  Coast,  then 
the  doabt  which  had  existed  on  his  mind  for 
lome  time  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  that 
territory  would  be  removed.  He  thought  this 
voold  be  a  proper  question  for  consideration 
wlien  the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  colony 
on  the  West  Coast  was  likely  to  be  colo- 
nized, and  when  tiiey  might  consider  Stewart's 
Island  as  the  southern  part  of  the  West  Coast. 
For  these  reasons  he  thought  it  wonld  be 
better  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
question  until  they  saw  whether  some  com- 
prehensive scheme  might  not  be  brou^t  for- 
ward.   

Mr.  FTTZGEBATiT)  concurred  vrith  there- 
marks  of  the  last  speaker,  but  thought  the 
question  was  one  which  it  would  be  very  desir- 
able shonld  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
It  was  a  question  that  occurred  every  day  in 
the  United  States,  although  on  a  larger  scale, 
and  it  arose  out  of  that  preparatory  state  of 
settlement  where  there  was  not  snfficient 
population  to  make  a  separate  State,  but 
where  there  was  a  necessity  for  local  govern- 
ment. It  was  a  question  which  affected  the 
whole  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  to  a 
great  degree;  and  this  point  arose:  If  they  spent 
money  in  Tn)».1ring  toads  and  bridges,  and  the 
localities  were  afterwards  formed  into  pro- 
vinces, would  they  have  any  mode  by  which 
they  could  get  their  money  back?  The  best 
course  to  pursue  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  to 
refer  the  matter  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  OUililES  thought  the  second  reading 
wonld  commit  them  to  the  principle  that  it  was 
a  right  and  proper  thing  to  annex  to  a  province 
other  portions  of  Crown  territory.  It  would  be 
carrying  the  House  a  little  farther  than  he 
thought  it  desired  to  go  at  present.  The  New 
Provinces  Act  was,  it  was  well  known,  passed 
by  a  very  small  majority,  and  then  only  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  certain  limits  laid  down 
in  that  Act  beyond  which  the  operation  of  it 
wonld  not  go.  The  Bill  involved  a  graver  prin- 
ciple thaa  the  annexation  of  Stewwt's  Ishmd, 
ai^  he  wonld  therefore  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debftte  for  one  week. 


Mr.  DOMETT  fully  believed  that  an  oppo- 
sition would  emanate  from  some  hononiMle 
member,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  agreeing  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
for  one  week,  and  that  the  Bill  should  after- 
wards be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned 
until  Thursday  next. 

PROVINCIAL  COUNCILS'  POWERS  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Mr.  DOMETT — ^in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Exten- 
sion Bill  —  said  that  perhaps  its  title  would 
cause  considerable  alann  to  some  honourable 
members,  cmd  stir  up  some  amount  of  bile; 
but  the  simple  fact  was  that  Provincial  Councils 
were  at  present  prevented  by  the  Constitution 
Act  from  legislating  upon  the  subject  of  Crown 
lands.  The  Council  expended  funds  on  roads 
8hnd  bridges,  but  these  bridges  necessarily  had 
to  be  inade  over  watercourses  which  were 
vested  in  the  Crown.  The  oonstitntional 
oontse,  then,  was  to  pass  a  Bill  to  enable  Pro- 
vincial Councils  to  put  bridges  over  such  water- 
courses. Since  he  had  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment they  had  had  several  Bills  objected  to  by 
the  Law  Officer  on  that  very  ground.  But  he 
had  taken  it  upon  himself,  or  the  Government 
had  taken  upon  itself,  not  to  recommend  the 
disallowance  of  the  Bills,  as  they  were  often  of 
great  importance;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
violation  of  the  law,  a  short  Bill  had  been 
drawn  —  that  now  under  discussion — which 
would  enable  the  Provincial  Councils  to  make 
laws  with  reference  to  watercourses. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  unexocvtionable ;  but  was  it  really  in  the 
power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  do  away 
with  thatportionof  the  Constitution  Act  which 
prevented  Provincial  Councils  from  dealing 
with  Crown  liuids  ?  He  believed  that  it  would 
be  found  that  the  Waste  Lands  Act  of  1856, 
and  the  one  of  1864,  which  gave  the  Provincial 
Councils  generally  the  power  to  deal  with  such 
lands,  were  expressly  objected  to  and  dis- 
allowed by  the  Law  Officers  at  Home,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  delegate  this  power  gene- 
rally, and,  if  not  genemlly,  they  could  not 
delegate  the  power  to  deal  with  these  lands 
separately,  for  it  was  the  same,  only  differing 
in  degree.  He  was  sorry  to  hesbr  the  hcmonr- 
able  member  say  that,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Attorney-General  had  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  doing  an  illegal  act,  still  they  brought 
those  Acts  into  operation.  If  anything  would 
lead  to  an  undue  litigation  it  was  that. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  suggested  that  a  clause  should 
be  inserted  to  meet  this  case :  It  might  be  very 
desirable  to  divert  a  road,  emd  the  owner  of  the 
property  over  which  the  new  road  was  required 
to  go  might  decline  to  sell  the  land.  He 
would  like  to  see  a  clause  insetted  making  the 
purchase  compulsory. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  could  not  see  the  difler- 
ence  between  the  present  Bill  and  the  Bill  of 
1858,  which  empowered  the  Superintendent  to 
deal  with  roads  or  watercoorses.    [The  honour- 
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able  member  read  the  clause  to  'which  he 
referred.] 

Mr.  DOMETT  would  not  trouble  the  Honse 
with  many  remarks  in  reply  to  the  obiectioas 
made.  In  respect  to  the  remark  of  the  hpnonr- 
able  member  for  Nelson  City  about  the  (Jovem- 
ment  setting  aside  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  ho  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber that  the  course  was  one  which  on  the  face 
of  it  seemed  to  be  improper.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  honourable  member  well  knew,  espe- 
cially as  he  had  been  the  Superintendent  of 
a  province  himself,  that  a  great  deal  of  in- 
convenience would  sometimes  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General.  There  was  scarcely  an  Appropriation 
Act  passed  any  year  in  any  province  that  did 
not  infringe  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
Act.  Again,  in  relation  to  lighthouses.  It  was 
provided  that  the  Council  should  not  pass  any 
law  relating  to  them.  What  would  follow  if 
the  strict  legal  forms  were  adopted  ?  The  Pro- 
vincial Cotmcil  put  down  a  sum  for  lighthouses. 
Well,  that  was  a  law  affecting  lighthouses,  and 
therefore  an  infringement  of  the  Constitution 
Act.  The  objections  of  the  Attorney- General 
were  of  course  quite  proper ;  but,  if  they  were  ac- 
cepted, the  expenditure  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil would  very  often  go  back  disallowed  after  all 
the  members  had  separated  and  were  miles 
away.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Division  about  a 
compulsory -purchase  clause,  the  power  wac 
given  in  another  Bill,  and  it  was  not  desirable 
to  mix  the  two.  As  to  the  Waste  Lands  Act 
of  1858,  it  gave  power  to  the  Superintendent, 
but  it  did  not  give  the  Provincial  Council 
power  to  authorize  anybody  else  to  do  it.  He 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MANUKAU. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
What  steps  have  been  taken,  in  consequence  of 
the  vote  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  ses- 
sions of  1861  and  1862,  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  placing  buoys  in  the  South 
Channel  of  the  Manukau  Harbour  ?  He  said 
that  when  he  was  on  the  Manukau  he  looked 
in  vain  for  these  buoys.  He  remembered  that 
a  sum  of  money  had  been  voted  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  had  been  pained  to  hear  some 
remarks  that  this  delay  arose  ont  of  the  fact 
that  Auckland  did  not  want  Manukau  to  have 
a  harbour ;  but  he  believed  the  honourable 
members  concerned  were  above  any  such 
motives. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  £600  had  been  voted  for 
this  purpose  last  session.  The  buoys  were 
immediately  ordered  from  Sydney,  and  were 
ready.  Captain  Sydney,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  New  South  Wales,  had  undertaken  to 
have  the  buoys  laid  down,  and  the  work  would 
be  done  immediately. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  -  past  three 
o'clock  p.m.  until  Wednesday  next. 


Mr.  Atkinson 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  23rd,'j0ctdber,  1863. 


No  Booae. 


The  EoiL  the  Sfeaeeb  took  the  obaii  at  two 

o'clock. 

Paiyebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There   not  being   a   quorum   present,  tlw 
Counoil  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  g6th  October,  1863. 


JUniBterial  Statement. 


The  Hon.  the  Spkakxb  took  the  chair  at  two 

o'clock. 

Pb^txbs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Major  BICHMOND  stated  th«t 
he  had  been  requested  by  the  Oolonial  See»- 
taiy  to  notify  to  the  Council  that,  in  oonas- 
quence  of  some  changes  pending  in  At 
Ministry,  no  representative  of  the  Qovcib- 
ment  had  as  yet  been  appointed;  but  tint, 
as  soon  as  such  changes  had  been  completed, 
and  the  Cabinet  formed,  no  time  would  be 
lost  in  appointing  a  representative  of  i» 
Government  in  the  Council. 

The  Counoil  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  27th  October,  1663. 


Ko  Bouse. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaxeb  took  the  chair  at  t«» 

o'clock. 

PlUTKBS. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There    not   being    a    quorum  presoit,  tbs 
Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVBS. 
Wednesday,  S8th  October,  1863. 


New  Members— Beslgnation  of  Uinlsten. 
Mr.  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'doek. 

PbJlXXBS. 

NEW  MEMBEBS. 

The  following  new  members  were  preaental 

to  Mr.  Speaker,  and,  having  taken  and  lob- 

scribed  the  oath  required  by  law,  took  tbeiz 

seats  in  the  House:   W.  Baldwin,  OoldfieUi; 
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O.  Btodie,  Ooldfielda;  J.  Patenon,  Dunedin 
Sonth;  W.  H.  Beynolds,  Dunedin  South; 
3.  Ii.  0.  Biohaidson,  Dunedin  Nortli;  J. 
Vogel,  Dunedin  North. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTERS. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  having  called  upon  Mr.  G. 
Oiaham,  \rbo  had  given  notice  to  put  a  ques- 
tion  to  the  Government, 

Mr.  DOaiETT  said,— Sir,  before  that  question 
is  put,  I  wish  to  nuJce  a  short  statement  to  the 
House.  I  have  the  honour  to  announce  that, 
in  consequence  of  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
in  the  Government,  in  connection  with  the  ar- 
rangements for  finding  a  fitting  person  to  repre- 
sent it  in  the  Legislative  Council,  Ministers 
have  considered  it  proper  to  tender  their  resig- 
nation to  His  Excellency  the  Governor ;  that 
His  Excellency  has  accepted  that  resignation ; 
and  that  we  now  only  hold  office  until  our  suc- 
cessors are  appointed. 

Mr.  FOX.— Perhaps,  Sir,  the  House  will  allow 
me  the  opportunity  of  making  a  short  expla- 
nation. I  had  the  honour  yesterday  evening  to 
receive  a  message  from  His  Excellency,  request- 
ing my  attendance  at  Government  House.  I, 
of  course,  complied  with  it.  His  Excellency 
then  told  me  of  the  resignation  of  the  Ministnr. 
He  also  informed  me  that  they  had  not  made 
to  him  any  specific  recommendation  as  to  the 
party  for  whom  he  should  send  to  consult  on 
the  subject  of  constituting  a  new  Ministry ;  and 
tiiat  he  therefore  considered  he  was  constitn- 
tiomally  justified  in  exercising  his  discretion  in 
the  matter,  and  he  had  sent  for  me  to  request 
me  to  undertake  the  task  of  finding  for  him  Ad- 
visers at  the  present  time.  His  Excellonoy  was 
pteased  to  say  that  at  the  time  when  I  retired 
tram  office — now  a  year  and  a  quarter  ago — he 
was  not  aware  of  any  difference — of  any  shadow 
of  difierence,  even — of  opinion  between  himself 
and  myself  with  regard  to  the  policy  to  be 
adopted  in  the  crisis  of  the  country ;  that  his 
own  opinions  had  since  then  not  changed,  and 
that  he  believed  the  opinions  of  the  retiring 
Ministry  were  almost  identically  the  same  as 
His  Excellency  and  myself  had  then  held  in 
common ;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  he 
felt  bound  in  honour — as  His  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  say — to  impose  on  me,  if  I  was  willing 
to  nndertake.it,  the  task  of  forming  a  new 
Ministry ;  and  he  now  did  so,  he  said,  not  from 
any  private  motive  or  feeling,  but  because  he 
considered  it  was  the  right  course  at  this  mo- 
aMnt  to  adopt,  having  reference  simply  to  the 
necessities  of  the  country.  I  informed  His 
Excellency,  in  reply,  that  the  proposal  took  me 
entirely  by  surprise ;  that  I  had  come  to  Auck- 
land not  intending  to  take  any  active  part,  be- 
yond that  of  a  private  and  an  independent 
member,  in  the  business  of  the  country ;  that 
my  private  arrangements  had  been  made  to  re- 
tain to  Europe  at  the  end  of  the  session ;  that 
I  tras  entirely  ignorant  of  what  might  be  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  in  which  there  was  a  large 
mimber  of  new  members  of  whose  opinions  I 
knew  nothing ;  and  that  it  was  impossible  for 
me,  on  the  moment,  to  say  whether  there  was 
ttie  smallest  possilality  of  my  being  able  to  per- 


form the  task  which  he  wished  me  to  undertake. 
But,  after  some  further  conversation,  I  felt — His 
Excellency  pressing  me  ^rith  many  arguments — 
that  if  it  were  in  any  way  in  my  power  to  assist 
His  Excellency  in  disentangling  the  compli- 
cated state  of  affairs  now  in  existence  in  this 
country,  and  to  aid  in  the  development  of  those 
great  resources  that  exist  in  the  Middle  Island, 
it  was  my  duty  not  to  shrink  from  the  task 
which  His  Excellency  wished  me  to  undertaJce. 
I  therefore  intimated  to  His  Excellency  my 
gratitude  for  his  offer,  and  for  the  flattering 
terms  in  which  he  had  been  pleased  to  make  it, 
and  my  willingness  to  use  my  best  endeavours 
to  construct  a  Ministry  which  might  be  able  to 
advise  him  in  reference  to  the  present  crisis,  and 
to  the  carrying-on  of  the  business  of  the  country 
at  large.  The  difficulties  to  which  I  alluded 
during  the  interview  which  occurred  between 
His  Excellency  and  myself,  will  I  trust,  weigh 
with  the  House  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  a 
week's  adjournment.  I  think  it  will  be  deemed 
but  reasonable,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case — considering  that  I  arrived  in  Auckland 
only  yesterday,  and  that  I  have  been  living  for 
a  long  time  retired  and  quite  out  of  political 
circles — that  I  should  be  allowed  a  week  from 
this  day  to  endeavour  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements.  I  will  therefore  move,  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn  to  this  day  week, 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  GILLIES  was  sure  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, no  member  of  the  House  would 
wish  to  press  hardly  upon  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rangitkei.  But  he  trusted  that 
honourable  member,  and  those  who  resided  in 
Auckland,  would  have  some  consideration,  at 
least  for  those  honourable  members  from  the 
South  who  had  already  been  so  long,  and  so 
fruitlessly  hitherto,  in  attendance,  and  would 
not  insist  upon  an  adjournment  for  so  long  els  a 
week.  He  thought  that,  if  a  Government  was 
to  be  brought  together  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, he  might  be  able  to  do  it  in  a  much  less 
time  than  a  week.  If  there  was  an  adjoummeat 
for  a  week  and  the  honourable  member  should 
fail  Ih  bis  task,  the  honourable  gentleman  sent 
for  would  also  want  a  week  for  his  negotiations, 
and  the  session  would  thus  be  almost  indefi- 
nitely prolonged .  He  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  to  name  a  shorter  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment ;  for,  otherwise,  it  was  too  likely  that  the 
session  would  be  so  prolonged  that  honourable 
members  from  the  Sonth,  who  had  come  at  great 
inconvenience,  especially  at  this  season,  so  as 
to  be  duly  in  their  places,  would  be  compelled 
to  return  home  without  seeing  the  business 
more  than  half  through. 

Mr.  WILSON  felt  that  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei  had  ten  weeks  allowed 
him  instead  of  one  he  would  still  be  unable  to- 
form  a  Ministry :  on  that  ground  he  (Mr.  Wil- 
son) should  certainly  oppose  the  adjournment 
for  a  week.  The  position  in  which  they  were 
now  placed — ^with  the  resignation  of  the  Minis- 
try and  the  asking  of  a  week  for  the  formation 
of  smother — was  something  more  damnatory 
than  could  possibly  be  conceived  by  honour- 
able members  in  that  House.    That  at  a  time 
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like  the  piesent — at  the  moment  when,  ao  to 
speak,  the  Gauls  were  at  the  gate — they  ghonld 
be,  he  was  going  to  say,  idiotic  enough,  but  he 
piesomed  that  that  would  hardly  be  deemed 
parliamentary,  to  adjourn  for  a  week  and  to 
do  nothing,  while  there  was  an  Address  on  the 
books  which  they  ought  to  proceed  to  discuss 
that  evening — it  this  were  done  he  maintained 
that  before  the  whole  world  they  would  stultify 
themselves  in  such  a  degree  that  it  would  no 
longer  be  an  honour  to  be  sent  as  a  representa- 
tive to  that  Chamber. 

Major  RIGHABDSOH  was  sorry  that  the 
last  speaker  should  have  made  observations 
that  had  a  tendency  to  engender  bitterness  of 
debate.  It  was  not  for  them  at  present  to  con- 
sider whether  the  honourable  member  who  had 
so  generously,  and  at  considerable  personal 
sacrifice,  undertaken  the  duty  of  forming  a 
Ministry  was  or  was  not  capable  of  forming  it. 
Iheyknew  this:  The  honourable  member  had 
nadertaken  to  try  to  form  a  Minisbcy ;  and  that, 
he  thought,  in  the  dilemma  in  which  they  were 
placed,  was  sufficient  to  entitle  the  honourable 
member  to  the  gratitude  of  the  House.  Whe- 
ther the  honourable  member  would  succeed  or 
not  was  another  question ;  but  they  ought  not 
to  twit  him  with  not  having  the  cozi£dence 
of  the  House  until  it  was  proved  that  he  did 
not  possess  that  confidence.  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  might  well  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion as  to  a  shorter  time  than  a  week ;  for  a 
less  time  would  enable  him  to  learn  the  feeling 
of  the  House,  and,  when  it  had  passed,  sup- 
posing the  arrangements  of  the  honourable 
member  were  not  completed,  an  extension 
might  then  be  granted. 
_  Mr.  VOOEL  would  not,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, have  risen  to  address  the  House  were  it 
not  that  the  honourable  member  for  Kangitikei 
had  been  pleased  to  say  that  he  wets  not  cogni- 
zant of  the  opinions  of  the  new  members.  He 
thought  he  might,  at  any  rate,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  honourable  member,  say  that  one  of 
the  opinions  which  the  new  members  held 
most  strongly  was  that  there  should  be  no  un- 
necessary delay  during  the  session ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  that  he  fell  in  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Oillies) 
to  shorten  the  proposed  adjournment.  But  he 
trusted  that  the  honourable  member  for  Rangi- 
tikei  would  understand  that,  in  supporting  Oie 
suggestion,  he  (Mr.  Vogel)  did  it  with  the  ut- 
most friendliness ;  for  the  simple  fact  stated  in 
one  of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member, 
that  if  he  succeeded  in  forming  a  Ministry  it 
was  his  intention  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  Middle  Island,  was  a  guarantee  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  Middle  Island  members.  He 
believed  that  nearly  all  the  members  of  the 
House  were  now  in  Auckland;  and  he  could 
not  conceive  that  a  week  would  be  necessary 
for  those  delicate  negotiations  which,  as  all  were 
aware,  always  preened  the  formation  of  a  new 
Ministry. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  thought  it  a  rer^onable  re- 
quest on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Kangitikei  that  he  should  be  allowed  suffi- 
cient time  to  ascertain  the  views  of  hi^  friends. 
2£r,  Wilion 


Bat  he  tiioo^t  the  hooonzable  membec  mi^ 
be  contented  to  take  an  adjonznmeat  xaA 
Vtidaij,  with  the  nndeistanding  that,  if  he  eooll 
then  state  to  the  House  that  he  saw  his  way, 
there  should  be  a  further  adjournment,  in  aider 
that  he  midit  agree  with  lus  friends  as  to  tiie 
policy  to  be  submitted.  He  (Mr.  Atidnson) 
would  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment,  Hiat 
this  House  do  now  adjourn  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BICHMONS  seconded  the  HiMod- 
ment. 

Mr.  FOX.— I  should  be  exceedin^y  100; 
unnecessarily  to  prolong  this  session,  paitieit- 
larly  knowing,  as  I  do,  Uie  inoonvenieneennder 
which  southern  members  have  attended  hm^ 
I  feel  very  weU  satisfied,  however,  that  I  ibiU 
not  be  able  to  present  to  EEia  Excellency^  Oa 
names  of  gentlemen  willing  to  form  a  Ministn 
in  so  brief  a  period  as  that  between  now  ud 
Friday  next.  It  is  not  as  though  there  had 
been  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  letiriiig 
Ministry  passed  at  the  end  of  a  long  debate, 
during  which  every  honourable  member  waifit 
have  expressed  his  opinion,  and  by  which  es- 
pression  I  might  have  been  informed  of  the 
views  which  each  entertained.  If  I  stood  'm 
that  position,  and  if  I  had  had  an  opportaniij 
of  confirming  or  otherwise  my  own  vie«n  by 
reading  the  voluminous  papers  that  have  beta 
laid  on  tiie  table,  I  should  consider  that  a 
much  briefer  period  than  a  week  was  all  ioc 
which  I  should  be  entitled  to  ask  an  adjoom- 
ment.  But,  standing  in  the  position  I  do, 
having,  by  accidental  delay  in  the  arrival  of 
the  steamers,  been  prevented  from  taking  m; 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  as  I 
desired  and  was  ready  to  do,  not  having  had 
the  opportunity  of  leeiding  the  documents,  and 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  opinions  of  a  laigi 
section  of  the  House,  I  do  feel  that  there  is 
very  little  chance  of  my  being  able  to  oondoet 
these  negotiations  to  a  satisfactory  terminattcB 
within  uie  shorter  time  proposed.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  accept  the  amendment  vrith  oandi- 
tions  in  the  precise  terms  in  which  they  ham 
been  put  by  the  honourable  member  whomoiad 
it :  that,  if  on  Friday  I  can  see  my  way  to&xm 
a  Ministry,  I  should  be  allowed  further  time  to 
mature  a  policy.  But  I  will  agree  to  this:  If 
on  Friday  I  have  not  been  able  to  form  a  IGnk- 
try,  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  ask  for  further  time. 
On  that  condition  I  shall  be  quite  ready  to  ae- 
oept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Atkinson's  amendment  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  adjoomed  until  K- 
day  next. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  g9th  October,  Z86S. 


Badgnatton  of  MiniBters— Joint  CommlttoM   Mnet 
Oommitteea— IJeava  of  Abaenoe. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeakkb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 
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RESIGNATION  OF  MINISTEBS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  stated  that  he 
had  been  lequested  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  notify  to  the  Conncil  that  the  Ministers  had 
tendered  to  His  Ezoellenoy  the  reEignation  of 
their  seats  in  the  Executive ;  and  that,  His  Ez- 
oellenoy having;  accepted  the  same,  the  Minis- 
ters only  remained  in  of&ce  nntil  their  suoces- 
sors  were  appointed.  In  which  case,  according 
to  the  rule  and  usage  of  Parliament,  as  no 
Imsiness  was  supposed  to  be  transacted  he 
would  move,  That  this  Council  do  now  adjoom. 

QueeUon  postx>oned. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Pbtvatb  Buajs. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  and 
the  Hon.  Major  Richmond. 

SiABtiiNa  Obdebs  ok  Fkitatb  Bills. — The 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Of  Sblsction  on  Pbtvatb  Bills. — The  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Cntfield,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lee,  and  the  Hon. 
Major  Richmond. 

LiBBABT  AND  Pbintino. — The  Hon.  Major 
Biehmond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Heniy  Russell,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Buchanan,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker, 
and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency, 
informing  the  Council  that  leave  of  absence 
had  been  granted  to  the  Hon.  Colonel  Russell 
dniing  the  present  session. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  30th  October,  1863. 


No  House. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 
Pbaysbs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Coun- 
cil then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  BEPEESENTATTVES. 
Friday,  SOth  October,  1863. 


Iteave  of  Absence— Audit  Committee— Ministerial 
Statement. 


Mr.  Sfsakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Xieave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Major  Nixon 
for  one  month. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 
The  House,  according  to  order,  proceeded  to 


the  eleetion  of  the  Atidit  Committee,  under  the 
provisions  of  "  The  Audit  Act,  18§8  ;"  and,  the 
ballot  having  been  teJcen,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr. 
O'Neill,  and  Mr.  Brodie  were  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  to  serve  on  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  nominated  Mr.  Atkinson 
Chairman  of  the  Audit  Committee. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Upon  Mr.  SPEAKER  proceeding  to  call  on 
the  business  of  the  day, 

Mr.  FOX  said, — Sir,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House,  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  stat- 
ing that,  since  the  last  sitting-day,  I  have  been 
engaged  in  the  attempt  to  perform  the  under- 
tamng  which  £[is  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
intrust  to  me — the  formation  of  a  Ministry ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  House  that  I 
have  been  successful  in  so  doing.  The  names 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  consented  to  be- 
come His  Excellency's  Advisers  are  —  Mr. 
Whitaker,  who  will  be  Attomey-Oeneiai  and 
Premier;  Mr.  Wood,  Colonial  Treasurer  and 
Commissioner  of  Customs ;  Mr.  Gillies,  Post- 
master-General, to  reside  for  the  present  in 
the  Middle  Island  ;  myself  to  hold  the  Colonial 
Secretaryship,  including  the  administration  of 
Native  affairs — the  office  of  Native  Minister 
being  sunk  into  it — and  the  leadership  of  this 
House.  The  office  of  Minister  for  Colonial 
Defence  is  at  this  moment  not  filled  up.  The 
gentleman  who  has  so  ably  filled  that  office 
since  his  appointment  to  it— Mr.  Russell — has 
absolutely  refused  to  hold  it  permanently : 
but  I  still  hope  to  be  able  to  induce  him  to 
continue  to  hold  it  during  the  present  critical 
position  of  the  colony ;  and  I  trust  to  be  able 
on  the  next  sitting-day  to  announce  that  I  have 
succeeded  in  inducing  him  to  do  so.  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  enter  upon  the  question  of 
Ministerial  policy ;  but  I  trust  to  be  able  to  do 
so  on  next  sitting-day :  and,  unless  honourable 
members  have  any  business  to  bring  before  the 
House  now,  I  will  move  the  adjournment.  I 
move.  That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  to 
next  sitting-day. 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  thought  that,  on  an 
important  occasion  like  this,  the  permission 
given  by  courtesy  to  make  a  Ministerial  ex- 
planation without  previous  notice,  would  be 
generally  accorded  to  members  of  the  House, 
if  they  desired  to  express  any  opinion  with 
reference  to  the  announcement  just  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Any  debate  now  would  of 
course  be  out  of  order,  but  I  presume  that,  by 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  honourable  mem- 
bers wishing  to  make  remarks  will  be  allowed 
to  do  so.  On  occasions  of  reconstructions  of 
Ministries,  when  explanations  are  offered,  as  in 
the  present  case,  it  is  customary  for  honourable 
members  to  address  the  House  without  any 
questions  being  before  the  House ;  and,  if  it  be 
evidently  the  wish  of  the  House  to  lis'ten  to 
any  remarks  which  any  honourable  member 
may  vrish  to  offer,  I  should  not  feel  it  my  duty 
to  interrupt  him. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  must  say,  Sir,  that  I 
never   heard    any  announcement  viiih.   more 
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general  satisfaction — satisfaction  ^hich,  I  be- 
Ueve,  will  be  reciprocated  very  largely  in  this 
House — than  that  which  has  just  been  made 
-by  the  honourable  gentleman  the  member  for 
Bangitikei.  It  is  not  perhaps  exactly  that 
which  the  House  possibly  expected  when,  on  a 
previous  occasion,  the  honourable  gentleman 
announced  that  he  had  undertaken  what  must 
at  all  times,  and  especially  at  such  a  critical 
time  in  the  history  of  the  colony  as  the  present, 
be  a  very  arduous  undertaking — the  formation 
■of  a  Ministry  composed  of  men  able  and  willing 
to  conduct  the  government  of  the  colony  in 
such  manner  as  shall  insure  the  confidence  of 
the  colony  generally.     That  the  honourable 

C'leman  has  in  a  great  measure  succeeded  I 
ly  believe.  I  believe  that  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  have  been  announced  to  the 
House  to-day  as  about  to  form  a  new  Ministry 
will  be  at  once  recognized  as  those  of  gentle- 
men competent  not  only  to  conceive  and  mature 
that  policy  which  the  colony  requires,  but  also 
faithfully  and  energetically  to  carry  it  into 
.effect.  It  must  be  evident  to  all  of  us  that 
it  will  not  be  sufficient  for  us  to  adopt  a 
policy  by  large  majorities,  unless  we  could  also 
leave  this  place  with  the  full  conviction  that 
that  policy  would  be  unfalteringly  and  promptly 
carried  out.  I  think.  Sir,  that  the  names  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  now  mcn- 
~tioned  as  forming  the  new  Ministry  are  suffi- 
cient guarantee  that  we  can  all  of  us  leave 
Auckland  with  a  firm  trust  that  whatever 
measures  we  may  approve  those  gentlemen 
will  give  most  thorough  effect  to.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  remind  the  House  that  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  emd  honour,  for  some  seven 
years,  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
bonourable  gentleman  who,  we  are  now  in- 
formed, is  to  take  the  first  place  in  the  Go- 
venmient.  There  is  hardly  anything  that  would 
personally  give  me  more  satisfaction  than  an 
opportunity  like  the  present  of  recording  my 
firm  conviction  that  the  colony  does  not  contain 
in  any  part  of  it  any  man  better  known  for  his 
competency  to  deal  with  public  affairs  and  pos- 
sessing the  same  ready  and  practical  sagacity 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  now  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  nor  one  who  arrives  at  his 
conclusions  less  hastily,  more  accurately,  or  is 
more  certain  than  that  bonourable  gentleman 
is  firmly  to  adhere  to  a  policy  which  he  has 
indicated  to  be  that  wmch,  in  his  opinion, 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  colony.  I 
recognize  amongst  the  other  honourable  gentle- 
men who  have  been  named  as  colleagues  per- 
sons known  not  only  to  myself  but  to  others 
for  the  great  assiduity  and  zeal  which  they 
have  displayed  in  the  administration  of  those 
departments  of  the  public  service  which  have 
hitherto  been  under  their  control ;  and  the  only 
feeling  of  regret  with  which  I  listened  to  the 
announcement  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  on  account  of  that  doubt  which  still  exists 
with  reference  to  the  continuance  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  Minister  for  Colo- 
nial Defence,  in  the  post  which  he  has  up  to 
this  moment  most  ably  filled.  This  is  not  a 
time  when  we  have  met  to  consider  what  may 
Mr.  Stafford 


be  a  good  policy  to  enunciate  aod  cany  oat 
some  months  hence,  but  it  is  known  to  aD  of 
us  that  we  are  at  this  moment  on  the  eve  of 
operations  which  require  the  most  perfect  co- 
operation between  the  different  authorities  in 
the  movements  of  troops,  and  the  suppccti 
which  may  be  required  to  make  those  move- 
ments successful.  I  believe  that  there  is  not 
at  this  moment  in  Auckland  one  other  man  so 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  whole  diqnci- 
tion  of  the  forces  at  present  necessarily  in  anns 
for  the  assertion  of  Her  l^Iajesty's  sovereignty, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  people  in  large  nambers  residing  aroond  u, 
as  the  gentleman  who  has  hitherto  temporaiily 
filled  the  post  of  Minister  for  Colonial  Defence. 
I  cannot  out  regard,  with  great  anxiety  and 
alarm,  the  prospect  that,  at  a  moment  idien, 
hourly,  despatches  may  be  expected  from  tiu 
General  requiring — as  within  the  last  fewhonix 
have  been  required — fresh  dispositions  of  tbs 
troops,  the  strengtheniog  of  certain  positimit. 
the  co-operation  of  bodies  of  armed  men, 
those  despatches  should  arrive,  as  they  may  it 
any  instant,  and  find  no  Minister  there  c<m- 
versant  with  the  details  of  the  positions  d 
those  troops  and  posts,  and  able  saccessfullj  to 
co-operate  with  the  General  in  his  plans.  It  is, 
of  course,  a  very  unfortunate  position  of  affain 
that  such  should  be  the  case — a  position  of 
affairs  which  I  trust  may  not  soon  happen 
again ;  but  we  have  got  to  look  at  the  Minlsby 
as  it  exists,  without  reference  to  the  causes  or 
to  the  future.  I  sincerely  declare  it  to  be  mj 
firm  opinion  that  very  great  evils  may  be  ei-  - 
pected,  within  possibly  a  few  hours,  if  that 
honourable  gentleman  cannot  be  prevailed 
upon,  at  least  for  some  dajrs  or  weeks,  to  eco- 
tmue  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  deput- 
ment  which  he  has  hitherto  not  only  had  mukc 
his  control  but  actually  created.  X  believe  the 
honourable  member  for  Kangitikei  will  give  me 
credit  for  most  entire  belief  in  the  sincerity  in 
which  he  expressed  a  desire  to  have,  at  aU 
events  for  a  time,  the  assistance  of  that  hooom- 
able  gentleman  as  one  of  his  colleagues.  "Bui 
he  has  done  so,  I  believe  honestly  and  cordially, 
is,  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  a  matter  of 
very  great  credit  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  has  recognized  that,  at  this  critical  period, 
all  old  feelings  of  personal  animosities  vrhicii 
may  unhappily  have  arisen  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  heat  of  debate  on  previous  occasions, 
must  necessarily  become  secondary  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  public  weal ;  and  he  has  dons 
so  in  a  manner  which  I  recognize  as  requiring 
assurance  on  my  part  of  a  similar  desite  to 
forget  all  such  past  animosities  and  all  sodi 
past  opposition,  at  all  events  so  far  as  they  may 
have  arisen  from  personal  feelings,  and  not 
been  the  result  of  unalterable  convictions ;  and 
I  trust  that  the  whole  of  us  by  our  conduct 
may  endeavour  to  sweep  them  entirely  away 
during  the  present  session.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
stand  alone,  on  the  present  occsision,  in  the  ex- 
pression of  the  conviction  so  strongly  felt  by 
me ;  for,  although  out  of  order,  there  being  no 
motion  before  the  House,  I  should  not  have 
considered  I  was  fulfilling  my  iutj  as  a  rejm- 
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MtitetiTe  of  New  Zealand  if  I  had  omitted,  in 
the  strongest  language  I  could  command,  to 
express  a  hops  that  that  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  hitherto  acted  as  Colonial  De- 
fenee  Minister  will  really  be  induced,  by  a 
eonsideration  of  those  circumstances  to  which 
I  bare  aUnded,  to  continue,  at  least  tempo- 
nzily,  to  give  his  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
Government  which  has  now  been  formed. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON.— Sir,  I  can  scarcely 
eatress  to  the  House  the  gratification  I  feel  at 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  as  well  as  my  cor- 
dial concurrence  in  every  view  he  has  expressed. 
I  will  add  that  I  feel  assured  that  we  have  not 
merely  an  able  Government,  but  one  strong  in 
the  ctmfidence  of  this  House  and  the  public  at 
buge ;  and  I  feel  tiiat  the  thanks  of  tms  House 
and  at  the  whole  of  this  colony  are  due  to  the 
honoQiable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
lor  having  so  ex]^re88ed  his  opinion  as  he  has. 
Such  an  expression  from  one  who  has  so  long 
taken  a  leading  port  in  this  House  will  go  far 
to  smooth  the  difficulties  which  stand  in  the 
Wky  of  the  Administration,  and  leads  me  to 
hope  that  the  present  crisis  may  speedily  be 
teought  to  a  successful  termination.  With 
regard  to  the  honourable  member's  remarks 
in  reference  to  the  late  Minister  for  Colonial 
Defence,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  eulogium 
he  passed  was  anything  more  than  what  that 
honourable  gentleman  has  most  richly  de- 
served. Speaking  from  my  own  knowledge,  I 
can  say,  as  far  as  the  Province  of  Wellington 
is  concerned,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  shown  not  merely  every  desire  to  place 
that  province  in  an  efficient  state  of  defence, 
but  since  he  has  filled  that  office  I  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  ability  and  efficiency  with 
which  he  has  discharged  his  dut^  in  that  de- 
partment; and  I  do  heartily  join  m  the  request 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  will  not  hesi- 
tate for  one  moment  in  acceding  to  the  request 
and  give  his  consent  to  retain  the  office,  at  any 
rate  until  the  present  war  is  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  In  conclusion,  I  again 
ex|>re8s  my  gratification  at  the  statements 
which  have  jnst  been  made  to  us. 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  cannot  allow,  at  a  period 
like  the  present,  the  call  that  has  been  made  to 
the  Minuter  of  Defence  to  continue  to  act  in 
his  present  capacity  to  pcus  by  without  my 
aaying  a  word  or  two  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject.   I  was  opposed  to  the  resignation  of  the 
Ministry  because  I  do  not  think  the  present 
position  of  the  colony  such  that  any  Ministry 
onght  to  have  resigned,  and  I  was  also  opposed 
to  granting  a  week's  adjournment  to  enable 
^MiotixBZ  party  to  attempt  to  form  a  Ministry.    I 
believe  I  was  right.  I  have  no  belief  in  the  usual 
padiamentary  phrase  "  the  next  sitting-day,"  at 
A  crisis  like  the  present ;  and  I  now  pairticalarly 
■vriab  to  address  that  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sossell).      There  are  times  in  the  existence 
<tt  a  nation  when  a  lifetime  passes  in  a  few 
Jionrs.     I  think  we  are  in  very  much  that  posi- 
tion now ;  and  I  would  not  only  entreat  the 
Souse  to  call  upon  him  by  general  acclama- 
.  to  retain  his  position  and  to  act  in  it  till 


all  need  for  his  exertions  is  at  an  end,  but  I 
also  call  on  the  honourable  member  himself 
to  remember  what  I  have  said — that  there  are 
times  in  the  existence  of  a  nation  when  a  life- 
time passes  in  a  very  few  hours.  And  I  do 
trust  and  hope  that,  oiroumstanoed  as  we  are, 
without  the  possibility  of  any  person  obtaining, 
in  anything  less  than  a  fortnight,  the  know- 
ledge that  he,  from  his  position,  must  hold — ^I 
do  entreat  him  to  retain  his  position  in  the 
Ministry  till  such  time  as  the  Premier  shall 
say  to  him,  "  I  have  no  need  for  your  services 
now." 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Although  I  might, 
perhaps,  in  the  opinion  of  some  honourable 
members,  not  be  justified  in  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  which  has  now  been  given 
to  address  a  few  observations  to  the  House, 
I  should  be  unwilling  that  the  announcement 
which  has  just  been  made  should  have  been 
made  in  this  House  without  any  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  retired 
from  office.  In  the  few  words  which  I  shall 
now  presume  to  address  to  the  House,  of  course 
it  will  understand  me  to  express  only  my  own 
individual  opinion,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to 
express  it  as  briefly  as  possible.  For  a  long 
time  I  have  myself  been  of  opinion  that,  in  the 
state  in  which  the  country  was  plunged,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  not  merely  that  there 
should  be  a  political  Qovemment  carrying  on 
the  business  of  the  House  and  organizing  a 
political  administration  throughout  the  coun- 
try, but  that  there  was  required  more  vigour, 
and  firmness,  and  power  than  existed  in  the 
Government  which  was  placed  by  this  House 
in  power  last  session  for  objects  and  for  ends 
different  from  those  which  we  have  now  to 
accomplish  and  carry  out.  Last  session  a 
policy  was  being  pursued  in  which  it  was 
understood  and  accepted  by  all  sides  that  the 
nuiinspring  was  to  be  the  Governor  of  the 
colony.  At  the  present  time  a  policy  is  to  be 
inaugurated  which  shall  express  the  will  of 
this  House,  and  I  felt,  for  one,  that,  possessing 
no  qualification  which  should  justify  pretension 
on  my  part  to  that  power  and  vigour  of  ad- 
ministration which  the  colony  required,  it  was 
my  duty  to  contribute,  as  far  as  1  could,  to 
the  formation  of  a  Government  which  should 
have  those  qualities  at  this  most  momentoos 
crisis.  I  felt  that  the  one  man  whose  position 
in  the  colony,  whose  experience  in  public 
affairs,  whose  creative  genius  and  indomitable 
will  pre-eminently  fitted  him  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  vessel  of  State  was  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker ;  and  I  need  hardly  say,  there- 
fore, that  I  heard  with  the  greatest  possible 
satisfaction  the  announcement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitikei  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  consented  to  assume 
the  reins  of  Government.  I  cordially  concur 
with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City,  that  this  is  no 
time  when  personal  animosities  or  old  feelings 
of  political  partios— bitterly  expressed  and  bit- 
terly felt — should  be  suffered  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  public  safety,  and  to  keep  us  from  enter- 
ing faithfully  and  energetically  upon  the  new 
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oooise  which  Her  Majesty's  Oovemmeiit  has 
placed  before  us,  and  the  new  duties  we  are 
caJled  upon  to  undertake ;  and  speaking,  there- 
fore, as  one  that  has  endeavoured  to  perform 
the  duty  imposed  upon  me  last  session,  emd  one 
who  now  retires  from  office  into  private  life,  as 
far  as  I  am  individually  concerned  the  Qovem- 
ment  that  has  now  been  inaugurated  will  re- 
ceive no  opposition  from  me.  I  have  to  thank 
the  House  for  many  occasions  on  which,  during 
the  last  session,  it  was  pleased  to  support  the 
views  which  I  then  held  on  a  great  many  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  administration  I  was 
then  inaugurating ;  and  I  hope — notvrithstand- 
ing  the  announcement  that  has  been  made 
that  the  new  Government  will  dispense  with 
the  assistance  of  any  one  especially  having 
charge  of  Native  affairs — that  those  main  prin- 
ciples laid  down  last  session  will  be  departed 
from  only  so  far  that  the  rebellion — which  has 
got  to  be  crushed,  and  a  new  system  to  be  in- 
augurated— shall  require.  I  will  not  presume 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  on  the  questions  of 
policy  that  will  be  brought  before  us  at  the  pro- 
per time ;  but,  as  one  who,  at  the  time  I  was  in 
office,  contributed  greatly — I  believe  I  may  say 
that--to  the  formation  of  a  separate  depart- 
ment for  Colonial  Defence  by  inducing  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Bussell)  to  take  the  con- 
trol of  that  department,  I  join  entirely  in  the 
hope  that,  since  the  Government  has  been 
formed,  and  an  honourable  gentleman  is  at 
the  head  of  it  who  will  undoubtedly  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  country  and  of  both 
Islands,  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  may  be  induced  to  continne  the  services 
which  he  has  rendered,  to  my  knowledge,  in 
the  most  faithful  and  efficient  way. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Sir,  I  merely  wish  to 
say  in  one  word  that,  if  there  is  any  honourable 
member  in  the  House  to  whom  the  union  that 
has  been  made  between  the  two  parties  that 
have  long  existed  in  this  House  is  more  gratify- 
ing thfui  to  another,  it  must  bo  to  myself ;  be- 
cause I  cannot  but  look  at  it  as  the  realization 
of  that  which  I  tried  honestly,  but  ineffectually, 
to  bring  about  in  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly.  Sir,  it  is  to  a  certcun  extent  the  ful- 
filment of  what  I  saw  must  sooner  or  later 
come  to  pass.  The  colony  was  then  drifting 
towards  the  state  at  which  it  has  now  arrived 
' — a  state  in  which  it  is  absolutely  incumbent 
upon  every  one  who  is  entitled  to  the  name  of 
good  citizen  to  lay  aside  every  feeling,  I  do  not 
say  of  a  personal  nature,  but  even  every  feel- 
ing of  party  difference,  to  get  the  colony  out 
of  the  alarming  state  into  which  it  has  unfor- 
tunately fallen.  I  will  not  for  one  moment  say 
that  the  present  state  of  the  colony  might  ha've 
been  averted  by  such  a  union  being  effected 
last  session.  It  would  be  highly  presumptuous 
in  me  to  state  that  any  such  result  would  have 
occurred.  The  result  we  desired  has  been  pro- 
duced at  last.  And,  Sir,  I  hope  that  during 
this  session  we  shall — and  I  believe  I  may,  with- 
out presumption,  express  that  opinion  on  the 
part  of  honourable  members  from  the  Middle 
Island — I  hope  we  shall  see  the  Government 
desirous  of  expediting  business  to  the  utmost 
Mr.  Dillon  Bell 


]  extent  possible.  Becaoaa  we  iinut  alw^ps  faal 
that,  however  mnoh  we  mtj  have  ihmight  it 
necessary,  in  aocnstitatioiMJpoint  cd  view,  foe 
the  General  Assembly  to  meet  and  give  Ha  ea«> 
stitutional  sanction  to  the  new  state  at  afiain 
which  has  arisen  by  the  Duke  of  Ncweastle^t 
despatches,  still  this  is  bo  time  foe  a  Parlia- 
ment to  be  in  session.  It  is,  of  comae,  afaao- 
lutely  necessary  that  we  should  give  that  Mii^st 
to  the  Government  which  they  oannot  oMin 
without  the  sanction  of  Pariiament,  and  alao- 
avoid  the  occasion  for  that  opposition  which  ik 
Government  acting  without  the  will  of  Ae 
Parliament  must  always  sabmit  to,  and  wUdi 
may  be  exceedingly  injurioos  to  the  sneeeas  tt 
its  own  plan.  But,  however  necessary  it  may 
be  that  tne  Faiiiament  should  meet,  I  am  loie 
I  express  the  wish  of  all  in  urging  that  this 
session  should  be  reduced  to  the  sinallsst 
possible  length,  and  Uiat  the  measures  whidi 
the  Government  are  going  to  propose  may  fas 
brought  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  and  de- 
bated as  briefly  as  is  consistent  with  doe  caie 
and  consideration, 

Mr.  BUSSEIili.— Sir,  I  feel  that,  after  ttn 
very  complimentary  allusions  which  have  baea 
made  to  myself,  I  oannot  do  otherwise  than 
thank  the  honourable  members  who  have  to 
spoken,  and  say  I  do  feel  that  this  is  a  tiau 
when  all  personal  and  party  feeling  dionld  be 
sunk,  and  even  private  interest ;  and,  as  far  is 
lies  in  my  power,  I  shall  be  mostliappy  to  ooa- 
tinne  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  wfaidi 
I  have  hitherto  dischiurged.  I  must  say  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  administration  of  the  depcLXtment  has 
been  owing  to  the  willing  co-oper&tion  of  tke 
people  of  every  class  with  the  Government. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  CODNCTL. 
Monday,  2nd  November,  J863. 


Ministerial  Statement— Order  of  Baslneas — Addrat 
in  Beply— Bill  introduced. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatxbs. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  asked  permiasioB. 
before  the  business  of  the  day  was  called  on,  to 
make  a  short  statranent  to  the  Ckiunoil  of  whit 
had  taken  place  in  the  last  few  days.  It  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Council  that  on  the 
last  occasion  of  their  meeting  he  made  an  an- 
nouncement to  the  effect  that  the  then  Miniatiy 
had  resigned,  and  that  Mr.  Fox  had  been  sent 
for  to  form  a  new  Ministry.  He  bad  now  to 
state  to  the  Council  that  Mr.  Fox  bad  soe- 
ceeded  in  forming  a  Ministry,  which  conaxted 
of  the  following  members :  Mr.  Wbitabs, 
Premier;  Mr.  Pox,  Colonial  Secretary,  witli 
the  management  of  Native  affairs ;  Mr.  Wood. 
Colonial  Treasurer ;  Mr.  Russell,  Ministnr  to 
I  Colonial  Defence ;  and  Mr.  GillieB,  of  Ottga, 
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Fostanaator-Gfinexal.  He  was  not  now  prepared 
to  make  a  statement  as  to  what  measures  the 
Qovenunent  woald  introduce,  but  he  should  be 
prepared  to  do  so  on  Tuesday,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  state  the  time  that  the  Government 
tbon^t  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Assembly 
to  sit.  They  had  great  hopes  of  it  being  able  to 
depart  on  the  24th  of  this  month ;  but  he  trusted 
to  be  able  to  say  more  definitely  when  he  was 
in  a  position  to  state  what  measures  would  be 
introduced  by  the  Government. 
In  reply  to  the  Hon.  the  SPEAKER, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  postpone  any  of  the  business  on  this 
day's  Paper. 

ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  on  the  previous  Thursday,  after 
the  late  Ministry  haid  retired  from  office,  a 
paper,  called  "  Memorandum  on  Roads  and 
Military  Settlements  in  the  North  Island,"  was 
distributed  amongst  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  recalled,  on 
the  plea  that  it  would  be  furnished  again  with 
a  fly-leaf,  which  was  done  on  the  following 
Saturday,  after  the  new  Ministry  were  installed. 
The  fly-leaf  was  signed,  "  By  His  Excellency's 
command.  Ai.fb£d  Domett."  The  delivery  of 
this  paper  to  the  Council  after  the  Ministry 
were  out  of  office  appeared  to  him  a  great  ir- 
regularity;  and  the  question  he  wished  to  ask 
was,  who  wtLS  responsible  for  it  ?  The  fly-leaf 
stated  that  tho  paper  was  presented  by  com- 
mand of  His  Excellency  tho  Governor.  From 
the  terms  of  the  memorandum  they  were  led  to 
believe  that  the  Ministry  were  favourable  to 
entertaining  the  proposition ;  and  it  was  deli- 
vered to  the  Council  after  the  present  Ministry 
were  in  office.  He  mentioned  tnis  not  to  create 
any  embarrassment,  but  to  give  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  an  op- 
portunity of  making  a  statement  in  explanation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  would  only  at 
present  remark  that  the  present  Ministry  were 
not  in  any  way  lesponsible  for  that  paper  or 
the  mode  in  which  it  had  come  before  the 
Council. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  BUCHANAN,  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pusted  to  prepare  an  Address  in  reply  to  his 
Excellency's  Speech,  said, — Mr.  Speaker,  in 
moving  that  this  report  be  ado;  'ted  I  intend  to 
obtrude  upon  the  notice  and  attention  of  the 
Council  for  a  very  short  space  only.  I  am  quite 
aware,  Sir,  that  any  remarks  that  may  fall  from 
so  young  a  member  of  the  House  as  I  am  must 
necessarily,  from  their  cradeness,  be  altogether 
unworthy  of  their  notice ;  but,  as  T  believe  it 
would  be  an.  unusual  course  to  move  the  Ad- 
dress without  making  some  observations,  I  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  say  a  very 
few  words.  It  is  only  too  clear.  Sir,  that  our 
great  difficulty  at  the  present  moment  is  the 
deplorable  relation  in  which  we  stand  towards 
the  Native  population  of  these  Islands.  At  the 
same  time  we  have  the  consolation  of  feeling 
1B63— 0 


that  we  caanot  leproaoh  onrselves  with  having 
been  in  an^  way  mstrumental  to  the  state  of 
things  which  unhappily  exists.  From  the 
papers  on  Native  affairs  which  have  been  laid 
on  the  table  I  find,  on  the  one  hand,  that  tha 
Government,  for  years  past,  and  especially  in 
the  last  two  years,  has  been  doing  all  in  its 
power  to  conciliate,  improve,  and  benefit  th» 
Maoris  in  every  possible  way.  I  find  that  dur- 
ing the  last  twelve  months  the  sum  of  £44,00& 
and  upwards  has  been  expended  on  them  under 
the  provisions  of  one  Act  alone,  "  The  Native 
Purposes  Appropriation  Act;  1862,"  in  establish- 
ing schools,  in  giving  them  Magistrates,  medical 
attendance,  pensions,  presents,  feasts,  aoA.  in 
what  in  this  publie  statement  are  called  loans. 
I  find  that  the  Imperial  Government,  fully  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  the  task  to  be  accomplished 
in  governing  and  civilizing  them,  selected  as 
Governor,  at  this  important  crisis,  the  man 
who,  above  all  others  m  the  British  dominions, 
had  seemed  to  them  to  be  the  most  eminently 
qualified  for  the  arduous  post ;  and  it  was  na- 
turally hoped,  not  only  at  Home,  but  by  the 
European  inhabitants  of  the  colony  generally, 
that  Sir  George  Grey,  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
language,  customs,  and  habits  of  the  Maoris,  aa 
well  as  of  their  religions  and  superstitions,  and 
also  by  the  influence  be  had  acquired  over  them 
by  f ainiliar  intercourse  during  the  former  period 
in  which  he  administered  the  affairs  of  the 
country— considering  these,  I  say,  it  was  not 
unreasonable  to  hope  that  he  would  be  able,  if 
any  man  could,  to  induce  the  Natives  to  see 
and  accept  the  advantages  that  religion,  educa- 
tion, law,  and  order  could  bring  to  them.  And, 
surely,  since  the  arrival  of  His  Excellency,  the 
colony  has  not  been  wanting  in  its  duty  to  pro- 
vide Uie  funds  necessary  to  enable  His  Excel- 
lency to  carry  out  that  liberal  policy  which 
seemed  to  him  conducive  to  the  great  end  which 
he  has  had,  and  I  believe  still  has,  in  view — the 
peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  both  races. 
As  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  expense  and  pains  have 
been  spared,  no  amount  of  patience  or  forbear- 
ance considered  too  great,  in  the  endeavour  to 
make  that  policy  successful.  This,  Sir,  is  what 
I  see  on  the  one  hand.  On  the  other,  I  see, 
with  the  deepest  regret,  a  brave  and  intelli- 
gent race,  a  people  capable  of  reaching  a  high 
standard  both  of  moral  and  intellectual  culture, 
deliberately  thrusting  from  them  all  those  ad- 
vantages, and,  with  infatuation  which  I  cannot 
understand,  steadily  and  systematically  organ- 
izing an  armed  force,  over  a  lengthened  period 
of  time,  with  the  avowed  object  of  driving  the 
pakehas  into  the  sea — a  feat  which  I  believe  the 
majority  of  them  consider  themselves  quite 
equal  to  accomplish.  While  we  have  been  doing 
everything  that  man  could  think  of  to  avoid  a 
collision,  they  have  been  preparing  to  try  their 
strength  :  while  we  hava  done  all  in  our  power 
to  avoid  war,  and  with  this  hope  have  submitted 
to  humiliating  concessions,  they  have  forced 
war  upon  us,  and  commenced  it  with  murder. 
When  I  look,  Sir,  on  this  picture  and  on  that, 
I  feel  we  are  doing  only  what  it  becomes  us  to 
do  when  we  assure  His  Excellency,  in  the  words 
of  the  Address,  that — 
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"...  yonrEzcellenojc  may  lely  with  con- 
fidence on  OOT  coidi&l  sapport  in  your  endea- 
vours to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  and  to 
make  it.  if  possible,  the  last  which  shall  afflict 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand;  and  we  assure 
▼our  Excellency  that  whatever  measures  may 
be  brought  before  this  Council  will  receive  onr 
most  serious  and  careful  consideration." 

I  am  quite  sure,  also,  that  this  honourable 
Council  will  gladly  avail  itself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  "  recognize  very  gratefully  the  promp- 
titude and  liberality  with  which  your  Excel- 
lency's application  to  the  Imperial  Qovemment 
ior  additional  military  assistance  has,  in  this 
time  of  difficulty  and  danger,  been  responded  to," 
and  "  also  cordially  acknowledge  the  sympathy 
and  support  afforded  by  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  of  Australia,  and  especially  by  the  Go- 
vernor of  Tasmania. ' '  Without  f urtiier  preface, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  the  Address  and  move  its 
adoption. 

The  honourable  member  then  read  the  Ad- 
dress, as  follows : — 

*♦  Mat  it  please  xoxrik  Exceixehct, — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zea- 
land, in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  our  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  the 
Speech  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
open  the  present  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

"  We  recognize  very  gratefully  the  prompti- 
tude and  liberality  with  which  your  Excel- 
lency's application  to  the  Imperial  Qovemment 
for  additional  military  assistance  has,  in  this 
time  of  difficulty  and  danger,  been  responded 
to.  We  also  cordially  acknowledge  the  sym- 
pathy and  support  afforded  by  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  of  Australia,  and  especially  by  the  Go- 
vernor of  Tasmania.  We  also,  in  accordance 
with  your  Excellency,  acknowledge,  with  ad- 
miration and  gratitude,  the  services  rendered  by 
Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  this  station,  the 
conspicuous  gallantty  displayed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's troops,  under  the  guidance  and  with  the 
example  of  their  distinguished  General,  and  the 
zeal  and  courage  which  have  been  evinced  by 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers  amidst  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  service  in  the  field. 

"  We  deeply  lament  that  a  war  with  a  portion 
of  the  Native  race  has  become  inevitable ;  but 
your  Excellency  may  rely  with  confidence  on 
our  cordial  support  in  your  endeavours  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  vigour,  and  to  make  it,  if  pos- 
sible, the  last  which  shall  afflict  the  Colony  of 
Now  Zealand ;  and  we  assure  your  Excellency 
that  ^\hatever  measures  may  be  brought  before 
this  Council  will  receive  our  most  serious  and 
careful  consideration.  We  humbly  join  with 
your  Excellency  in  earnestly  hoping  that,  with 
the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  Events, 
those  measures  may  tfend  to  the  deliverance  of 
the  colony  from  its  present  difficulties,  and  to 
the  permanent  welfare  of  its  inhabitants." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  H.  BUSSELL  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAtNSON.— Sir,  I  have  not 
any  opposition  to  offer  to  the  adoption  of  this 
Hon.  Dr.  Buchanan 


Address.  I  rise,  not  for  the  puiposa  oi  maldng 
a  speech,  but  to  make  an  apoloCT  for  not  mak- 
ing a  speech.  I  wish  the  Council  to  ondeistaiid 
that,  if  I  say  nothing  on  this  oocasian,  it  ii  not 
becaJiBe  I  have  nothmg  to  say,  but  because,  that 
speech  having  become  the  last  dying  speech  and 
confession  of  those  who  made  it,  it  has  pwsiiwd 
beyond  the  reach  of  profitable  consideration. 

Address  adopted,  aind  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  by  the  Hon.  the  Speakei; 
accompanied  by  such  members  of  the  Coaneil 
as  shsbU  see  fit. 

BHiL  INTRODUCED. 
Deeds  Begistration  Amendment  BilL 

The  Council  then  adjonmed. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  3rd  November,  1863. 


New  Member— Ministwial  Btotement— First  BmA- 
IngB. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaxes  took  the  chait  st 
two  o'clock. 

Prazbbs. 

KEW  MEMBER. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  read  copy  of  a  mes- 
sage which  he  had  received  from  Government, 
notifying  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Charles  Bigg 
Wither,  of  Nelson,  had  been  soizimoned  to  at- 
tend the  Legislative  Council. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said,  before  po- 
ceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  it  would  be  sd- 
visable  that  he  should  enter  into  a  statement  ci 
the  measures  which  Government  had  deta- 
mined  to  introduce,  as  by  so  doing  he  would  be 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  remark  ha  bad 
made  at  the  previous  sitting  of  the  CounoiL 
Before  proceeding,  however,  to  inform  the  Coun- 
cil as  to  the  measures  which  it  was  the  intan. 
tion  of  the  Government  to  introduce,  and  can; 
through  if  they  could,  there  was  a  personal  dr- 
comstance  to  be  alluded  to,  and  if  the  Conaeil 
would  bear  with  him  a  few  mintites  he  wooU 
endeavour  briefly  to  refer  to  it.  Looking  at  tbe 
position  in  which  the  Government  stood  befiac 
the  late  Ministerial  crisis  and  the  formadoo  of 
the  present  Ministry,  it  was  believed  by  book 
that  there  must  have  been  some  sacrifice  d 
principle  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  gentlemoi 
taking  office.  It  was  his  desire  simply  to  ssj  s 
few  words  on  this  head,  simply  to  put  himadi 
and  his  honourable  colleagues  right  with  the 
Council  and  the  country.  If  honourable  mea- 
bers  would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  back  to  tk« 
proceedings  of  other  sessions  they  would  find 
that  there  were  two  important  points,  two  sob- 
iects  on  which  great  diSerence  of  opinion  ex- 
isted —  namely,  the  mode  of  administiatjaa 
as  regards  the  provinces,  which  formed  tbe 
subject  of  considerable  discussion  in  tl>s 
House   of    Bepresentatives ;    and    the   othe 
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«u  the  qaesti<m  of  !Kative  eySaiis.  Both 
oi  them  veie  considered  of  the  greatest  im- 
fortance.  Bnt,  with  regard  to  the  first,  party 
fights  upon  the  subject  had  passed  away  some 
time  ago.  Since  the  establistunent  of  the  Con- 
ititatiou  in  New  Zealand  the  administrative 
action  in  regard  to  the  provinces  had  set  aside 
kll  difierence,  and.  he  could  perceive  no  change 
in  the  policy  in  this  respect  Between  the  action 
taken  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  had 
jmt  left  the  Oovemment  and  that  by  Mr.  Fox. 
It  would  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Domett  and 
himself  (Mi.  Whitaker)  had  acted  in  conceit 
for  come  time ;  but,  as  regarded  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  provinces,  no  great  party 
dispute  took  place,  and,  all  like  difficulties 
having  passed  away  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, he  did  not  at  present  see  what  there 
was  to  fight  about.  The  functions  of  the  Oene- 
lal  Crovemment  and  the  functions  of  the  pro- 
vinces were  now  pretty  well  defined,  and  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  that  they  needed  now  in  any 
way  to  encroach,  that  there  need  be  any  col- 
lision amongst  honourable  members,  or  that 
there  should  be  sufficient  difference  of  opinion 
to  divide  the  members  of  that  Council,  as 
had  hitherto  been  the  case.  On  the  question 
of  Native  affairs  there  could  be  no  douot  great 
diveisity  of  opinion  had  existed.  During  the 
last  session  out  one — he  had  not  attended 
the  session  held  at  Wellington — there  were 
stormy  disputes  engaged  in,  not  only  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  bnt  in  the  Legis- 
lative ConncU  on  this  question,  and  language 
quite  as  strong  as  parliamentary  usage  would 
permit  indulged  in.  This  state  of  affairs  had 
passed  away,  and  he  did  not  think,  under  pro- 
sentciicumstances,  it  was  necessary,  in  the  way 
of  an  explanation,  to  rip  up  the  influences  under 
which  it  was  brought  about.  Feeling,  there- 
fore, as  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  done,  and  per- 
ceiving that  between  his  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Fox  and  himself  no  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
isted, it  would  have  been  very  unreasonable  on 
his  part  to  resist  a  coalition  taking  place.  He 
believed,  agreeing  as  they  did  on  what  had 
occuned,  the  present  Oovemment  was  one 
which  would  be  found  strong  enough  to  carry 
the  measures  which  it  was  intended  should  be 
brought  forward.  Feeling  as  they  did,  and 
seeing  that  on  political  questions  there  was 
really  no  great  difference  of  opinion,  also  know- 
ing Uiat  they  were  willing  to  throw  aside  all 
personal  considerations  in  the  matter,  it  was 
thought  that  wben  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
was  in  danger  party  fights  ought  not  to  take 
place,  and  ctll  differences  should  be  sunk  for  the 
common  good.  He  had  thought  it  right  to  make 
these  few  remarks  to  put  Mr.  Fox,  himself,  and 
his  honourable  colleagues  right  in  this  respect. 
And  now  he  came  to  the  measures  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Council.  In  the  first  place  there  were 
some  few  measures  unconnected  with  Native 
aSairs,  but  not  of  serious  importance,  and 
several  matters  requiring  attention  in  con- 
section  with  the  amendment  of  former  laws. 
There  was  a  Bill,  for  instance,  regarding  re- 
gistration, and  other  measures  of  some  im- 
portance, and  upon  which,  he  thought,  no  very 


great  diversify  of  opinion  would  be  entertained, 
and  the  measure  would,  with  a  little  care,  be 
made  workable.  Then  they  came  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  utmost  importance :  What  were  the 
objects  Oovemment  had  in  view  in  reference  to 
the  present  state  of  things  in  regard  to  the 
Native  insurrection  existing  in  New  Zealand  ? 
It  appeared  to  him  that  there  were  two  points 
of  great  importance  to  be  attended  to :  the  first, 
to  suppress  the  insurrection :  and  the  second,  to 
make  provision  that  it  should  not,  so  far  as 
human  means  could  prevent,  break  out  again. 
He  would  endeavour  to  inform  the  Council  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  Oovemment  for  carry- 
ing out  these  objects.  With  regard  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion,  he  thought  honourable 
members  would  have  haid  placed  in  their  hands 
a  memorandum  of  an  honourable  gentleman, 
the  Minister  for  Military  Defence ;  and  in  that 
document,  he  believed,  they  would  see  that  the 
colony  had  up  to  the  present  time  done  all  in 
its  power  to  assist  General  Cameron ;  and  it 
would  be  the  object  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  assist  him  as  much  as  they  could 
to  bring  the  present  unhappy  war  to  as 
speedy  a  conclusion  as  possible.  With  regard 
to  legislative  enactments  in  connection  with 
the  war,  he  believed  one  measure  introduced 
would  be  sufficient  to  do  all  that  was  neceasanr. 
It  would  be  requisite  that  further  powers  should 
be  vested  in  the  Executive  Government.  By 
some  it  might  be  considered  necessary  for  the 
carrying-out  of  the  war  with  vigour  that  martial 
law  should  be  declared.  It  had  been  resorted 
to  at  Taranaki,  but  he  was  glad  to  say  had  not 
been  Cfurried  out  here.  However,  if  it  were  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature  that  martial  law 
should  be  declared,  then  it  could  be  done ;  but 
he  believed  a  measure  would  be  introduced 
which  would  effect  all  that  was  required  with- 
out putting  the  country  to  the  inconvenience  of 
pure  martial  law.  They  natuially  looked  for 
precedents  in  such  a  case,  and  they  would  find 
them  in  the  cases  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  Canada,  and  in  other  colonies.  There  was 
an  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in  1798  which 
would  answer  their  purposes ;  also  an  Act  of 
the  English  Legislature  in  1833,  to  pat  down 
an  Irish  insurrection.  The  nature  of  the  mea- 
sure was,  simply,  that  it  was  a  mitigated  form 
of  martial  law.  It  did  not  proclaim  certain 
districts  to  be  under  the  operation  of  that  law, 
but  it  proclaimed  certain  offences  which  should 
be  dealt  with  by  martial  law.  This  would  per- 
mit of  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings being  carried  on  as  regarded  ordmary  of- 
fences ;  whilst  Government  would  be  enabled 
to  deal,  not  only  with  the  Natives  in  rebellion, 
but  also  with  any  Kuropeans  who  might  be 
concerned  in  rebellion.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  considered  this  a  better  form  of 
putting  the  law  in  force  on  a  few  than  subject- 
ing the  whole  population  to  tho  inconvenience 
resulting  from  martial  law  being  proclaimed. 
It  would,  of  course,  be  competent  for  the  Go- 
vernor, if  he  thought  fit,  to  proclaim  martial 
law,  he  being  endowed  with  this  power  as  the 
Queen's  representative.  The  Oovemmcnt^ 
tiuated  the  measure  proposed  would  answer  the 
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purpose  for  which  it  was  devised;  bat,  of 
course,  when  the  Bill  was  before  the  Council  it 
would  be  his  duty  more  fully  to  ^oint  out  its 
provisions,  and  more  fully  to  enter  into  details. 
Having  thus  provided  themselves  with  the 
means  of  puttmg  down  the  rebellion,  then 
arose  the  question  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
peace  should  be  established  when  this  was 
done.  When  he  was  in  Taranaki  in  1861  he 
had  felt  the  greatest  dif&culty  in  this  respect. 
It  was  impossible  to  make  binding  compacts 
with  the  Natives.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Go- 
vernment could  bind  itself  to  certain  obliga- 
tions ;  and  the  Natives,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  be  supposed  to  bind  themselves,  but  they 
would  keep  to  their  obligations  so  long  only  as  it 
pleased  them.  Europeans  could  be  dealt  with 
as  a  nation,  but  with  the  Natives  no  man  could 
speak  fpr  smother  as  the  Government  could 
speak  for  the  Europecms,  and  secure  that  the 
agreements  entered  mto  would  be  kept.  Then, 
it  might  be  asked.  How  was  the  war  to  come  to 
an  end  ?  He  presumed  that  every  member  in 
the  Council  would  agree  with  him  that  peace 
could  not  be  considered  as  established  so  long 
as  one  man  remained  in  the  field  with  arms. 
It  was  foolish  to  talk  of  peace  until  they  had 
absolutely  put  down  all  resistance.  It  was  as 
essential  for  the  welfare  of  the  Native  popula- 
tion as  of  the  Europeans,  when  they  did  arrive 
at  that  point,  that  those  men  who  had  been  in 
arms  against  the  Government  should  be  com- 
pletely disarmed.  One  of  the  first  conditions 
imposed  must  be,  that  their  arms  should  be 
laid  down,  and  not  such  as  the  laying  down  of 
arms  formerly  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  when 
ten  muskets  were  the  only  arms  given  up,  and 
those  almost  immediately  given  back  again. 
The  whole  of  the  arms  in  possession  of  the 
Natives  engaged  in  war  must  be  absolutely 
£iven  up.  Whilst  dealing  with  the  rebellion  it 
was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Government  not 
to  involve  more  of  the  Natives  in  its  conse- 
quences than  could  be  helped,  the  mode  in 
which  punishment  had  hitherto  been  attempted 
to  be  inflicted  on  the  Natives  rebelling  had 
been  a  failure.  The  cause  of  the  failure  was 
that  the  Government  had  never  inflicted 
punishment  in  any  manner  which  was  felt  by 
the  Natives — namely,  in  making  them  pay 
the  cost  in  the  only  way  possible — by  means  of 
their  land.  It  had  been  remarked  to  him  (Mr. 
Whitaker)  by  a  leading  chief  in  New  Zealand, 
when  speaking  of  the  inefficient  way  in  which 
punishment  was  dealt  out,  that  the  Govern- 
ment permitted  the  Natives  to  keep  their 
plunder  and  keep  their  land,  and  that  so  long 
as  this  was  the  case  Native  wars  would  be  fre- 
quent. Unless  the  Natives  were  satisfied  that 
there  was  a  punishment  for  fighting  against 
the  Queen,  the  result  would  be  there  would 
always  be  such  warfare  to  contend  against. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a  certain 
quantity  of  lands  which  the  Government  would 
require  for  settlement ;  and  these  must  be  held 
without  dispute.  It  was  essential,  too,  that 
the  right  should  be  conceded  to  make  roads ; 
'and  what  seemed  to  him  of  most  importance  of 
all,  perhaps,  was  that  they  should  not  be  satis- 
Son.  Mr.  Whitaker 


fied  until  the  Queen's  writ  should  ran  as  fn^ 
in  the  Waikato  as  it  did  at  present  in  Auck- 
land. When  they  hod  attained  these  ends  bs 
beUeved  Uiey  would  have  a  peace  in  New  Zw- 
land  which  would  be  substantial  and  lasting. 
So  much,  then,  for  peace  ;  and  which  being 
attained,  something  most  be  said  as  to  the 
security  for  the  future.  His  panacea  f(Kthe 
evil  was  to  increase  the  population,  and  this 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  permanent 
peace.  With.a  population  here  altogether  out- 
numbering the  Native  race  the  peace  of  the 
country  would  be  maintained.  A  measure  had 
been  fnimed,  which  he  would  have  the  honoot 
to  propose  to  the  Legislative  Council,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  establishing  settlements.  He  would 
not  go  into  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  at  present, 
because  his  object  had  simply  been  to  state  the 
outlines  of  the  measure,  and  not  to  enter  into 
details.  The  Bill  would  apply  to  the  tro  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  war  was  at  present  isgiiig 
— Waikato  and  Taranaki.  It  would  be  neoa- 
sary  to  introduce  into  the  Waikato  a  snfficieiit 
population,  and  the  same  must  be  done  for 
Taranaki.    In  each  of  these  cases  there  tf- 

f>eared  to  be  no  difficulty,  because  there  were 
ands  belonging  to  the  Natives  in  rebeUioo  sai- 
ficient  for  the  purpose.  Nothing  appealed  to 
him  to  be  more  reasonable  than  that  (he  Go- 
vernment should  take  some  portion  of  these 
lands  in  order  to  found  settlements.  The  Na- 
tives themselves  had  proposed  the  game  aod 
declared  the  stokes — Auckland  against  Waikato. 
That  was  the  question.  It  had  been,  andirss, 
a  struggle  whether  the  Natives  should  have  pos- 
session of  Auckland,  or,  now,  whether  the  Enio- 
pcans  should  have  possession  of  the  Waikato. 
And  now,  having  proposed  the  game  and  tin 
stakes,  they  should  not  whine  when  called  apoo 
to  pay  if  they  lost.  He  could  not  for  one  mo- 
ment admit  that  it  would  be  the  policy  for  N«* 
Zealand  to  drive  the  Natives  to  despeiatios; 
on  the  contrary,  let  them  take  what  lands  tin 
Government  required  to  carry  oat  its  schemes, 
while  leaving  abundance  to  the  Natives  far 
their  own  use.  He  would  be  most  unwilliiig  to 
consent  to  their  being  driven  Into  the  b«ai, 
and  kept  there  as  brigands :  such  was  not  tbe 
intention  of  the  Government,  bat  he  vaitani 
to  say  that  the  very  Natives  at  the  present  mo- 
ment fighting  against  the  Government  would, 
in  a  few  years  after  peace  was  again  establisbed, 
be  the  richest  Natives  in  New  Zealand,  from 
the  lands  left  them  having  acquired  increued 
value  from  the  neighbouring  settlements.  Th^ 
would  hold  their  land  under  the  Queen's  title, 
and  his  (Mr.  Whitoker's)  impression  was  that  in 
some  years,  owing  to  the  very  fact  of  these  Na- 
tives going  into  the  rebellion  and  having  bea 
reduced  into  obedience,  having  had  their  title 
to  the  land  individualized,  they  would  be  far 
better  oS  then  than  if  they  had  been  allowed  to 
retain  their  savage  liberty.  He  might  be  mis- 
taken in  this  view  he  took  of  the  consequences 
to  the  Natives  of  the  present  war,  bat  socb 
was  his  belief  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to 
the  other  provinces,  ho  did  not  think  there  was 
land  available  in  a  similar  manner.  Yet, 
nevertheless,  if  it  could  be  done,  he  thcm^t 
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in  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  a  large  popn- 
lotion  should  be  intiodaced ;  but  the  mfBculty 
to  contend  with  in  these  cases  was  as  to  land 
to  place  Bettleis  on.    He,  for  one,  had  never 
ieea  an  advocate  for  doing  injustice  to  a  Na- 
tire — on  the  contrary,  he  had  endeavonied  to 
mpport  them  in  evei^thing  that  was  tight — 
therefore,  should  anything    be   proposed  for 
forcibly  depriving  Natives  not  in  rebellion  of 
their  lands,  which  had  been  guaranteed  to  them, 
he,  for  one,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
He  could  not  agree  to  take  lands  from  them 
vhich  they  had  not  yet  forfeited  by  misconduct, 
and  which  lands  had  been  guaranteed  to  them 
bythe  Treaty  of  Waitangi.   With  regard  to  lands 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Provincial  Governments, 
he  wDold  hesitate  before  taking  these  lands 
back  again,  without  the  assent  of  the  provinces 
to  which  they  belonged.    If  the  Qoveroment 
could   acquire   land  for  the   purpose   by  fair 
means  in  the  Provinces  of  Hawke's  Bay  and 
Wellington,  it  would  be  his  object  to  see  that 
SDch  was  done,  in  order  that  a  sufficient  popula- 
tion might  be  introduced  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  colony.     Population,  he  implicitly  be- 
lieved, was  the  only  remedy  which  would  be  a 
guarantee  for  the  future  against  Native  wars. 
And  now  with  regard  to  the  Natives  who  at 
present  were  not  in  rebellion- — especially  those 
m  the  northern  part  of  the  Island.     He  proposed 
to  deal  with  those  Natives  as  they  had  been 
hitherto  dealt  with ;   or,  he  might  say,  the 
Government  would  go  further  than  it  had  ever 
gone  before,  because  there  would  not  be  the 
same  reason  to  fear  that  its  kindness  would  be 
misonderstood.  Hitherto,  unfortunately,  an  im- 
pression had  existed  that  whatever  the  Natives 
could  extort  from  Govenunent,  they  believed 
they  had  gained  from  Its  fears.    The  Govern- 
ment now  would  have  the  opportunity  of  point- 
ing to  the  north  and  south  of  Auokland,  and 
saying  to  the  Natives  "  On  the  one  side  you 
see  what  war  is,  and  on  the  other  side  you  see 
peace.    You  have  your  choice  :  can  you  have 
any  doubt?"    It  appeared  to  him  that  as  soon  as 
this  war  was  over — and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  long  before  it  would  be — they  would  be  in 
a  position  to  try,  with  earnestness,  good  faith, 
adequate  means,  and  without  the  fear  of  being 
misunderstood,  to  eScct  the  civilization  of  the 
Native  race,  and  he  was  ^ore  no  mem  was  more 
uudons  to  accomplish  this  object  than  he  was 
himself.   He  believed  it  could  be  done :  no  doubt 
there  were  difficulties,  but  it  was  their  interest 
and  duty  to  make  the  attempt.    The  one  thing 
they  wtknted  to  impress  upon  the  Native  mind 
was,  that  obedience  to  the  law  was  essential. 
And,  apart  from  every  other  consideration,  he 
did  think  that  the  foundation  of  the  civilization 
of  the  Native  race  was  obedience  to  the  law — an 
absolutely  essential  condition — and  must  be  im- 
posed before  the  present  state  of  things  could 
be  put  an  end  to.    So  far  he  had  spoken  with 
rej^trd  to  the  ends  to  be  attained.    Iiooking  at 
the  measures  he  had  alluded  to,  they  would  in- 
volve large  financial  considerations.    This,  per- 
haps, was  a  subject  more  suitable  to  the  House 
of  Biepresentatives ;  but  honooiable  members 
with  a  large  stake  in  the  country  would  oatu- 


rally  want  to  know  where  the  money  was  to 
come  from.  He  would  put  them  in  possession 
of  his  views  npon  that  subject.  It  would  be 
necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  raise  a  loan 
of  large  amount  to  carry  on  the  war  to  a  snc- 
oessfnl  termination,  and,  after  the  we^  was  over, 
to  carry  out  the  projected  settlements.  Now,  the 
loan  having  been  raised,  the  question  naturally 
suggested  itself,  How  was  it  to  be  paid?  Of 
course  it  could  only  be  borrowed  upon  the  secu- 
rity of  the  colony ;  and  his  ideas  were,  that  when 
the  Settlements  were  established  there  would 
be  a  large  quantity  of  surplus  lands,  which 
lands  should  be  disposed  of  m  order  to  provide 
funds  for  defraying  the  cost  of  the  rebellion, 
and  paying  off  the  loan.  But,  if  this  should  be 
insufficient,  the  cost  of  putting  down  the  re- 
bellion might  fairly  be  called  a  colonial  charge ; 
and  the  cost  of  the  settlements  and  roads  would 
be  a  fair  charge  on  the  provinces  specially  bene- 
fited. There  would  be  a  great  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  charges.  It  was  not  his  object, 
however,  to  go  now  mto  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posed plan,  and  the  expenditure  and  repayment 
of  the  loan.  Having  disposed  of  these  questions 
— the  Native  rebellion  and  the  means  to  here-, 
sorted  to  in  order  to  put  it  down,  and  the  plan 
for  securing  a  permanent  peace— he  would  now 
refer  to  the  other  measures  of  the  Government. 
There  was  one  point,  however,  which  he  had 
omitted  he  would  just  notice,  and  which  his 
honourable  friend  opposite  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Cut- 
field)  no  doubt  would  think  ought  to  have 
been  attended  to  before.  He  had  been  very 
negligent  in  not  speaking  of  the  position  of  the 
TaranaM  settlers  before.  He  considered  it  was 
proper  the  Government  should  be  asked  what 
they  meant  to  do  in  regard  to  the  money  granted 
by  the  Assembly.  In  the  reinstatement  of 
Taranaki,  his  view  was  simple  and,  as  it  ap- 

f  eared  to  him,  just.  The  money  had  been  voted 
y  the  General  Assembly,  a  Loan  Bill  had  been 
passed,  and  the  money  would  be  raised.  His 
view  was  that  it  could  not  and  should  not  be 
applied  to  any  other  purpose.  When  it  would 
be  paid,  was  the  real  question.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that,  were  the  money  to  be  paid 
at  the  present  moment,  in  the  disturbed  state 
of  the  country,  it  would  effect  the  object  for 
which  it  was  intended,  or  produce  the  same 
benefit  as  it  would  if  paid  at  a  more  opportune 
time.  Looking  at  the  settlements  proposed  to 
be  formed  upon  the  coast  between  Taranaki  and 
Wanganui,  when  the  Taranaki  Natives  were  re- 
duced to  obedience,  when  the  district  would  be 
on  the  high  road  to  a  flourishing  condition  from 
the  increased  population  and  settlement  of  the 
country,  then  ne  considered  the  Taranaki  rein- 
station money  should  be  paid,  to  enable  the  re- 
cipients to  run  a  race  of  prosperity  with  the  new 
settlers  introduced.  It  might  seem  very  hard 
to  hold  over  the  payment  until  such  time  as  he 
had  spoken  of,  but  there  was  another  act  of 
generosity  which  he  thought  the  colony  would 
not  hesitate  to  do.  In  the  meantime,  if  the 
money  was  raised,  the  colony  would  have  to  pay 
interest  for  it.  But  what  he  proposed  was  that, 
instead  of  raising  the  money  at  the  present  time, 
the  colony  shonid  pay  the  interest  of  the  sma 
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to  the  Taranaki  people ;  and  when  the  oiictun- 
Btauoes  of  the  cotmtiy  woul^  permit  them  to 
abandon  militaiy  duties  and  enter  on  peacefol 
occupations,  then  the  sum  should  be  raised  and 
paid.  By  paying  the  principal  sum  at  the  pre- 
sent time  so  much  benefit  would  not  be  con- 
ferred as  would  follow  under  more  favourable 
circumstamoes.  It  would  not  afford  the  settlers 
means  to  reinstate  Taran&ki,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, place  means  at  their  disposal  for  leaving 
the  country.  He  did  not  think  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Genei:al  Assembly,  in  voting  the  money, 
that  it  should  have  that  eSeot.  He  wished  to  see 
the  Province  of  Taranaki  a  flourishing  settle- 
ment, and  the  old  settlers  reaping  the  fruits  of 
their  patient  endurance.  With  regard  to  the 
time  and  the  proportions  in  which  the  money 
would  be  paid,  that  was  a  question  in  which  the 
colony  would  have  no  interest  beyond  benefiting 
Taranaki  —  the  money  must  be  paid,  and  it 
would  be  a  question  of  proportionate  division 
amongst  the  settlers  themselves.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  end  of  the  table  (the  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewell)  had  been  commissioned  to  examine 
the  claims.  It  was  true  he  had  had  a  very 
short  time  to  accomplish  his  task,  and  he  (Mr. 
WhitaJier)  was  afraid  that,  if  the  awards  made 
in  some  cases  were  adopted,  those  who  had  had 
the  least  conscience  would  get  the  most  money. 
Whether  or  not  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell's  award 
should  be  acted  on,  or  another  principle  of  dis- 
tribution adopted,  was  a  question  of  detail, 
which  would  require  further  consideration.  He 
(Mr.  Whitaker)  was  not  at  present  prepared  to 
say  whether  they  should  accept  the  decisions 
already  come  to,  or  would  appoint  a  new  Com- 
mission to  determine  the  proportion  in  which 
the  money  should  be  divided.  He  would  now 
lefer  to  the  question  more  particularly  relating 
to  the  Middle  Island.  Great  complaints  had 
taken  place  as  to  the  manner  in  which  their 
public  affairs  had  been  ardministered,  and  for 
some  time  Government  had  felt  that  there  was 
a  reasonable  ground  of  complaint.  The  present 
Government  would  endeavour  to  remedy  this,  as 
a  temporary  arrangement,  by  one  of  the  Minis- 
ters residing  and  occasionally  travelling  about 
in  the  Middle  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  Government  informed  of  what  was  going  on, 
and  dealing  on  the  spot  with  matters  of  minor 
importance.  This  step,  however,  was  only  in- 
tended to  be  a  temporary  palliative.  A  larger 
scheme  wa.s  contemplated,  but  whether  good  or 
bad  remained  to  be  seen.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  propose  it  for  discussion 
in  the  Assembly.  And  if  the  southern  mem- 
bers, especially,  liked  it,  it  might  be  adopted, 
and  if  they  disliked  it  he  would  be  very  happy 
to  hear  what  remedy  they  had  themselves  to 
propose.  Their  proposition  was  that  the  legis- 
lative union  of  New  Zealand  should  be  con- 
tinued— as  he,  for  one,  would  never  consent  to 
its  being  broken  asunder ;  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  whole  of 
the  administration  for  the  Middle  Island  should 
reside  in  Auckland  or  wherever  the  seat  of 
Government  should  be.  The  Government  pro- 
posed that  two  administrations  should  be 
formed — one  to  be  established  at  such  plaoe  in 
Bon.  Mr.  Whitaker 


the  Middle  Island  as  might  be  most  convmieot 
for  that  purpose,  and  one  to  remain  in  tlu 
l^orth  Island.     Whether  this  suggestion  vopU 
be  found  workable  or  not  of  course  would  re- 
main to  be  seen.    When  the  proposition  came 
to  be  made  in  the  Council  it  would  doobtl^ 
raise  a  great  deal  of  discussion.  They  liad,b9«. 
ever,  experience  to  guide  them  la  the  suggK- 
tion,  for  in  Canada  such  a  Government  cid 
been  tried.    How  f eu:  it  worked  well  he  could 
hardly  say,  but  he  had  never  heard  any  vdy 
great  complaint  a^inse  it.     He  ahoviU  po- 
pose  it  for  discussion  in  the  Council,  viUino 
very  strong  views  upon  the  matter,  and  quite 
ready  to  adopt  any  other  suggestions  liiicb 
might  be  consider^  bettor.    Government  had 
no  prejudices  in  favour  of  their  own  scfione, 
and  would  be  happy  to  adopt  one  promiaig 
better  success.      A   question   had  arisen  at 
Otago  with  regard   to   the   administrati<»i  of 
justice  on   the  goldfields,  and  Bills  had  Ua 
framed  on  the  subject — some  of  great  lesg^ 
as  he  found  one  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Pyke  con- 
taining upwards  of  one  hundred  cl&ases,  aaj 
another  with  half  as  many  more.    They  hi 
been  sent  to  the  Government  with  the  purpcw 
of  being  brought  into  the  Assembly.    He  cooU 
not  say  that  he  was  ready  to  adopt  them,  tnc 
of  course  it  was  competent  for  gentlemen  (ran 
that  province  to  introduce  them,  and  he  vould 
give  his  best  consideration  to  the  subject.   An 
Act  on  the  subject  of  the  goldfields,  passed  lass 
session,  had  been  in  operation  only  two  oi  thne 
months,  and  almost  before  the  Otago  people  lud 
time  to  know  that  such  an  Act  had  Income  Uw 
another  Bill  was  sent  up.     He  should  be  son;, 
except  under  urgent   circumstances,  to  eeod 
Home  others  for  the  Queen's  assent,  nntil  is 
had  been  seen  how  the  one  just  passed  woald 
work.    There  was,  it  appeared,  agreat  defecSin 
the  administration  of  justice  on  ihe  goldfields, 
and  an  efScient  remedy  would  appear  to  bean 
additional  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  foe  the 
Southland  goldfields.    It  so  happened  that  the 
present  Judge,  intelligent  and  hard-woikiiig  as 
he  was,  possessing  also  great  facility  for  the  do- 
patch  of  business,  was  not  able  to  perform  hii 
duties  and  provide  at  the  same  time  for  Soaft- 
land  and  the  goldfields.  He  (Mr.  \Miitaker)  was 
not  prepared  to  say  it  was  decided  to  adopt  tiiis 
plan,  but,  if  it  looked  as  fair  when  closely  ei- 
amined  as  at  the  present,  there  could  Iw  no 
objection.    There  was  another  important  mat- 
ter connected  not  only  with  the  Middle  Island, 
but  vrith  the  whole  of  New  Zealand.    Apait 
from  the  rebellion,  there  was  a  question  of  cat 
siderable  importance  to  be  considered,  and  tl^ 
was  the  defence  of  the  country.    He  had  felt 
that  it  was  of  the  highest  importance— apart 
altogether  from  present  events — that  means  oI 
defence  should  be  taken  against  external  e!»- 
mies.    The  people  of  the  South  as  well  as  the 
North  were  interested  in  this  measuie,  and 
he  considered  it  essential  that  a  liberal  militia 
staff  should  be  kept  at  the  capital  towns  of  all 
the  provinces,  so  that  five  hundred  or  evsi  a 
thousand  men  might  be  ready  when  required 
at  the  shortest  notice.    They  did  not  piopoee 
to  impose  a  burdensome  service,  but  soeh  an 
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oiganization  as  would  effect  the  object.  The  | 
■outhem  part  of  the  colony  was  at  tne  present 
time  in  a  very  unpleasant  ptate  as  regarded 
aims,  there  being  scarcely  at  present  two  hun- 
dred stand  of  arms  in  the  Middle  Island.  He 
considered  no  British  community  should  be  in 
such  a  position.  It  was  the  result  of  assist- 
ance anorded  to  the  Northern  Island.  A  large 
ntimber  of  arms  had  been  ordered,  and  were  ex- 
pected shortly  from  England  ;  and  Government 
proposed  to  send  a  good  supply  to  the  Middle 
Island.  With  reference  to  the  rest  of  the  busi- 
ness, he  might  remark  that  there  had  oome  up, 
at  the  some  time  as  the  goldiield  laws,  regnla- 
ticais  for  the  disposal  of  the  waste  lands  from 
three  provinces — ^from  Otago,  Nelson,  and  Marl- 
borough. With  regard  to  this  kind  of  Bills,  the 
General  Assemblyiiad  hitherto  adopted  a  course, 
which  was  to  take  provincial  ideas  and  intro- 
duce them  into  the  land-laws.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  take  up  these  measures  as  Government 
Bills.  The  honourable  members  interested 
desired  that  the  Nelson  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  and,  if  his  honourable  friend  Captain 
Baillie  would  propose  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  for  the  Marlborough  'Bill,  he  would  see 
what  could  be  done  to  assist  him  to  pass  it. 
The  same  course  oould  be  adopted  with  the 
Otago  Bill.  He  must  confess,  however,  that 
there  were  some  clauses  which  to  him  appeared 
to  be  open  to  insuperable  objections.  He  could 
not  vote  for  all  these  Bills  as  they  stood,  but  it 
might  be,  when  in  Committee,  some  improved 
principles  might  be  agreed  on.  He  would  lend 
his  best  assistance  towards  the  attainment  of 
the  desired  objects.  There  were  a  number  of 
small  Bills  introduced,  such  as  the  Marine 
Boards  Act  Amendment  Bill,  and  others,  to 
render  existing  law  workable.  There  would  be 
no  difficulty,  he  expected,  in  dealing  with  these. 
He  might  ojlude  to  one  other  Act  which  re- 
qnired  some  amendment — ^he  meant  the  Jury 
law.  At  present  in  Otago  the  eases  at  the 
Supreme  Court  lasted  sometimes  five  or  six 
weeks ;  and  it  had  almost  ruined  some  people 
munmoned  on  juries,  having  to  be  away  from 
their  businesses  for  such  a  length  of  time.  A 
Tory  simple  mode  of  dealing  with  the  difficulty 
would  be,  that  a  certain  number  of  jurymen 
only  should  be  required  to  remain  for  a  certain 
number  of  days,  and  then  their  places  taken  by 
other  jurymen  from  time  to  time.  In  other 
colonies  this  plan  had  been  found  to  work 
satisfactorily.  In  dealing  with  the  Bills  spoken 
of,  he  thonght  it  would  be  best  to  introduce 
them  first  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
this  reason  :  They  would  be  mostly  disposed  of 
daring  the  coarse  of  this  week,  and,  as  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  make  his  Financial 
Statement  on  Tuesday,  whilst,  therefore,  the 
House  was  busy  with  financial  matters  the 
Council  would  be  discussing  the  BiUs.  Finance 
might  be  expected  to  occupy  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  some  time,  so  that  by  the 
time  the  House  had  finished  its  business  the 
Council  would  have  finished  with  the  Bills ;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  Government  would  then  be 
able  to  say  that  the  "  Airedale "  was  at  the 


servioe  of  the  southern  members,  on  the  24th 
of  this  month. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill,  Super- 
intendents Incorporation  Bill. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  3rd  November,  1863. 


First  Beading— Uinisterial  Statement— Address  in 
Beply— Iflarine  Board  Bill— Melaon  Waste  Lands 
Bill  — Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill— Colonial  De- 
fence Force  Act  Amendment  Bill  —  Stewart's 
Island  Annexation  Bill  —  Provincial  Conncils* 
Powers  Extension  Bill. 


Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  p'clook. 
Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Nelson  Trust  Funds  Amendment  Bill. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Mr.  FOX. — Sir,  1^  permission  of  the  House^ 
I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  state- 
ment with  respect  to  Ministerial  policy,  which 
I  promised  on  the  occasion  of  our  last  sitting. 
In  so  doing  I  shall  confine  myself  to  as  narrow 
limits  as  is  possible,  because  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  House  will  not  expect  any  large  develop- 
ment of  a  policy  at  the  hands  of  the  Ministry, 
and  because  I  wish,  in  practice,  to  set  an  ex- 
ample of  the  course  we  intend  to  adopt  in  this 
House — that  of  being  men  of  action  and  not 
men  of  words.  The  first  point  upon  which  the 
House  will  be  anxious  to  know  what  are  the 
sentiments  of  the  Ministry  will  be  with  refer- 
ence to  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  now 
raging  in  the  Waikato  and  Taranaki.  On  that 
subject  X  can  only  say  that  it  will  be  the 
earnest  endeavour  of  the  present  Ministry,  by 
every  means  in  the  power  of  the  colony — by 
men  and  money — to  assist  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  suppressing  that  rebellion.  In  so 
doing  we  shall  continue  to  cany  out  those 
arrangements  entered  into  by  our  predecessors 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  largest  possible 
civilian  force  that  can  be  constituted,  and  for 
employing  them  to  the  utmost  extent  in  aid  of 
the  Imperial  troops.  The  colony  at  this  pre- 
sent moment — as  will  be  gathered  from  a  paper 
laid  on  the  table  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  for  Colonial  Defence — actually  pro- 
vides a  force  in  the  Northern  Island  amounting 
to  9,629  civilians,  all  of  whom  are  not  actually 
in  the  field,  but  all  of  whom  are  well  armed  and 
under  training,  and  in  a  position  to  be  called 
out  at  a  moment's  notice  if  their  services  are 
required.  This  force'  is  thus  distributed :  In 
Auckland  there  are  5,937  men,  including  the 
Waikato  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Pitt;  in  Wellington,  including  Wa- 
nganni,  1,768  men  armed — leaving  a  balance  of 
a  few  hundreds  more,  who  are  not,  I  believe, 
yet  armed  eind  trained,  but  who  will  be  speedily 
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80 ;  in  Taianaki,  the  whole  of  the  male  popu- 
lation, numbering  812 ;  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
also,  the  whole  of  the  male  population,  about 
750,  aad  the  Colonial  Defence  Force,  which 
has  been  enlisted  in  tho  Australian  colo- 
nies, and  numbers  375  men,  chiefly  mounted. 
The  colony  has  also  provided,  in  aid  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces,  three  steam -vessels  —  the 
"Pioneer,"  an  ironclad  vessel,  specially  built 
for  the  navigation  of  the  Waikato  waters ;  the 
"  Avon,"  a  smaller  vessel ;  and  the  "  Sandfly," 
lately  known  as  the  "  Tasmanian  Maid,"  a 
paddie-steamer  of  considerable  power  for  the 
purpose  for  which  she  is  needed.  Such  are  our 
present  contributions  to  the  defence  of  the 
conntry;  and  it  will  be  the  object  of  the  Minis- 
try not  only  to  maintain  them  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  possible  efScienoy,  but  also  to  add  to 
them,  from  time  to  time,  by  considerable  in- 
creases to  the  number  of  men  engaged,  by  the 
introduction  of  military  Volunteers,  and  immi- 
grants from  the  parent  country,  and  in  other 
ways,  to  which  I  will  presently  refer,  to  assist  in 
the  defence  of  the  country.  I  may  mention 
the  number  of  the  Queen's  troops  with  which 
these  civilian  forces  will  have  to  co-operate. 
There  are  now  in  the  colony  close  upon,  if  not 
quite,  7,000  soldiers ;  and  8,000  more  are  ex- 
pected very  shortly  to  arrive,  maJcing  a  total 
of  Queen's  troops  of  10,000  men.  In  addition, 
there  are  four  large  ships  of  war  in  our  waters, 
each  with  her  full  complement  of  men ;  and  a 
small  gunboat,  which  is  maintained  by  the 
Commissariat  Department  on  the  Manukau. 
It  is  to  be  trusted  that,  with  these  vast  forces  at 
our  disposal,  ready  to  suppress  rebellion  in  every 
part  of  the  Island  where  it  may  break  out,  the 
duration  of  the  present  calamitous  state  of 
affairs  will  not  be  long.  I  trust  that,  when  the 
present  amount  of  the  forces  in  the  colony  and 
arriving  is  known,  through  authentic  sources — 
when  it  is  made  known  to  the  Natives  on  the 
announcement  of  one  of  His  Excellency's 
Ministers — it  will  have  a  very  great  efieot  in 
subduing  the  violent  passions  of  the  Natives 
now  in  rebellion,  and  will  operate  as  a  check  on 
any  probability  of  further  rebellion.  I  trust, 
moreover,  that  this  statement  will  be  a  guaran- 
tee to  the  Home  Government  that  this  colony 
is  prepared  to  do  that  which,  at  one  time,  the 
Home- Government  supposed  that  we  were  not 
prepared  to  do — to  use  our  very  best  exertions 
in  putting  down  rebellion.  I  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  learn,  on  my  arrival  in  Auckland,  that 
the  late  Government  had  not  found  it  neces- 
sary, in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  to  resort 
to  that  practice  so  obnoxious  to  every  lover 
of  constitutional  liberty,  the  establishment  of 
martial  law — a  practice  which,  if  of  any,  is  of 
Tory  doubtful  validity,  and  which  has,  when 
resorted  to,  to  be  supplemented  bv  an  Act  of 
Indemnity  passed  either  by  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature or  the  Supreme  Parliament.  But, 
although  this  course  has  not  been  resorted  to, 
entailing  as  it  does  so  many  fearful  conse- 
quences on  the  civilian  forces  over  which  it  is 
extended,  there  are  a  great  many  cases  that 
will  arise,  in  the  attempt  to  suppress  a  great 
xebelliott,  in  which  the  ordinary  machinery  of 
Ur.Fose 


law  will  be  fonnd  to  be  too  taidy,  or  iriuA 
cannot  be  reached  by  ordinary  eiukctmcnts, 
with  respect  to  _  which  cases  it  is  most 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  sapi»essive 
pnnishment  applied;  and,  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  reach  those  cases,  it  is  oar  in- 
tention to  propose  to  this  House  an  Act— «t 
which  I  have  given  notice  to  move  the  fint 
reading — called  "  An  Act  for  the  Sappreeiiaa  o( 
the  Bebeilion  which  unhappily  exists  in  this 
Colony,  and  for  the  Protection  of  the  Petsoos 
and  Property  of  Her  Majesty's  Loyal  Sabjects 
within  the  same."  The  material  diSerenoe 
between  this  Act  and  the  ordinary  operation  of 
martial  law  is  this :  that  martial  law  is  pm- 
claimed  over  a  whole  district,  and  suspends  the 
operation  of  the  ordinary  legal  tribunals  be- 
tween man  and  man,  on  the  principle  that  vhca 
arms  prevail  the  law  is  silent ;  every  civiliM 
in  the  district  is  brought  under  its  operatioii, 
the  whole  community,  in  fact,  is  involved  in  th* 
consequences  of  a  breach  of  a  law  which  has  no 
written  code,  and  the  principles  of  which  are  in 
no  way  settled ;  while  the  proposal  that  m 
make  will  enable  the  Government,  without  at- 
tending martial  law  to  the  whole  district,  with- 
out involving  in  its  consequences  any  peiaoB 
who  is  not  engaged  in  rebellion  or  in  aiding 
rebels,  to  deal  with  that  large  class  of  cases  to 
which,  as  I  have  said,  the  common  law  is  not 
applicable.  The  -measure  vrill,  in  short,  be 
perfectly  free  from  all  those  consequences  which 
nave  rendered,  and  justly  rendered,  the  ordi- 
nary operation  of  martial  law  so  obnoxioai. 
It  will  be  on  the  model  of  a  law  of  the  Impoial 
Parliament  passed  in  1833,  when  the  principlei 
of  liberty  were  well  established,  and  wnen  then 
was  no  disturbance  to  make  it  likely  that  sd- 
vantage  would  be  taken  of  circumstanoes  to 
make  its  provisions  oppressive.  We  are  in  th« 
hope  that  the  day  will  come  when,  by  the  ex- 
hibition, or  by  the  use,  of  these  large  militarf 
forces,  and  by  the  legal  means  which  the  Hoa<4 
may  think  proper  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  ii^ 
Gk>vemment,  this  rebellion  will  be  suppresseu ; 
and  then  comes  the  question.  How  and  wfaea 
are  the  Government  of  this  country  prepared  to 
make  peace?  We  are  not  prepared  to  make 
peace  at  all.  This  is  not  a  war  we  are  waging, 
it  is  an  insurrection  ws  are  suppressing;  aad 
when  that  insurrection  ceases  we  shall  cease  in 
our  efiorts  to  put  it  down,  but  not  before.  I 
have  always  considered  it  to  be  one  of  the  most 
fatal  errors  committed  in  reference  to  tbe  Taza- 
naki  war  that  the  Natives  were  treated,  in 
public  documents,  not  as  subjects  in  rebellioa, 
but  as  enemies — a  x>osition  in  which  they  oonld 
not  legally  stand,  and  which  must  necessarily 
involve  any  Government  in  the  greatest  amosBt 
of  difficulty  in  adjusting  the  subject  of  dispute, 
because,  if  yon  admit  that  the  Natives  an  in 
a  position  to  be  enemies,  you  admit  at  mce 
that  they  have  belligerent  rights  which,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  are  granted  to  enemies,  aad 
you  accept  all  tho  consequences  attached  Uioe- 
to.  Now,  we  admit  no  such  consequences. 
There  was  no  peace  made  in  Scotland  in  1715,  or 
in  1745;  there  was  none  in  Ireland  in  179S; 
there  was  none  made  in  Canada ;  nor  in  Kng- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1863.] 


Ministerial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


761 


land  after  the  Newport  note:  nor  will  it  be 
neoeoaaiy  for  us  qow  to  mftke  any  pence  with 
the  Natives.    Oar  bnsinese  is  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  the  law  ;  and,  if  any  Maori  or  tribe  of 
Haona  wishes  to  be  restored  to  peaceful  rela- 
tions with  the  Oovenunent,  it  must  be  done 
thxoogh,  and  only  throogh,  submission  to  the 
law.    This  is  simply  the  position  in  which  we 
wish  to  plaee  the  whole  of  our  operations  in 
tefeienoe  to  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 
Until  submission  to  the  law  comes,  there  is 
nothing  for  us  to  do  but  to  suppress  the  rebel- 
lion.   Bnt  the  cessation  of  hostilities  is  not  our 
sole  object. .   We  must  go  furtiier  than  this. 
We  most  take  some  substantial  guarantee  for 
the  future  security  of   the  country,  for  the 
maintenanoe  of  peace  and  obedience  of  the 
law ;  something  that  shall  render  it  not  only 
unlikely,  bnt  nndesitable,  and  almost,  in  short, 
physically  impossible  that  the  Natives  should 
again  rebel.    We  shall  not  endeavour  to  secure 
this  end  by  any  sanguinaiy  law  or  cruel  punish- 
ment.    No  Natives  will  be  blown  away  from 
the  mossles  of  our  guns  ;  we  shall  not,  because 
we  are  figViting  an  uncivilized  enemy,  adopt 
•ny  of  their  uncivilized  practices ;  but  we  shcQl 
endeavour  to  take  from  them  such  substantial 
gunntees  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them 
egain  to  plaoe  themselves  in  such  a  position 
towards  us.    The  policy  we  shall  adopt  is  mainly 
that  which  will  be  found  developed  m  a  memo- 
naidum  by  the  late  Ministry,  which  was  for- 
warded to  the  Home  Oovemment  by  His  Excel- 
lency on  the  29th  August  Jand  in  which  a  scheme 
b  developed  for  the  military  defence  of  this 
eokmy.    I  do  not  allude  to  a  memorandum 
which  has  seen  the  light  within  the  last  few 
days,  and  which,  I  am  informed,  was  not  a 
memorandum  of  the  late  Ministry,  nor  approved 
of  by  them.    I  wish  the  House  to  mark  that 
distinction.    The  policy  which  the  Government 
will  adopt  in  reference  to  the  estabUshment  of 
military  settlements  in  this  Island  will  be  that 
which  is  developed  in  the  document  of  the  Slst 
Juljr  last.    It  vnll  consist  in  the  establishment 
U  villages,  held  by  men  upon  a  certain  desoiip- 
ti«m  of  military  tenure,  armed  and  prepared  to 
defend  themselves,  in  various   parts   of   the 
eoontiy,  and  planted  in  such  positions  as  the 
Oovemment  ma^  consider  most  desirable  for 
meeting  its  military  emergencies.    There  are 
about  tiiree  thousand  military  Volunteers  who 
have  been    already    introduced,    and    satis- 
faototily  introduced,   I    may    say  —  well   se- 
lected,  iq>parently  —  who    are  now    on    the 
froatief,  and  engaged  in  its  defence.     It  is 
the  intention  of  the  Oovemment  to  enlist  a 
farther  number  of  two  thousand,  bringing  up 
the  total  nnmbu  to  five  or  six  thousand ;  and 
it  is  further  intended  to  undertake,  from  the 
parent  country,  the  immigration  of,  say,  fifteen 
thousand  men  more,  and  to  locate  them  in  a 
nmilar  way,  they  being  agricultural  or  other 
labourers,  as  far  as  such  can  be  selected,  and 
introduced  under  something  of  the  Militia  or 
Volunteer  principle.     Thus  there  will  be  lo- 
cated in  Auckland  trnd  Tarsmaki,  or  in  such 
(arts  in  which  rebellion  may  exist,  a  popnla- 
tei  of  at  least  twen^  thooBand  souls,  all 


armed.  These  operations  will,  for  the  present 
at  least,  and  as  a  principle  throughout,  be 
strictly  and  exclusively  confined  to  those  parts 
of  the  Northern  Island  in  which  rebellion  ex- 
ists. No  attempt  will  be  made  to  extend  this 
system  to  any  part  of  these  Islands  in  which 
mo  Natives  have  maintained  peace,  in  whi(dt 
they  have  obeyed  the  law,  in  which  there  ex- 
ist, and  may  continue,  friendly  relations  be- 
tween  them,  the  people,  and  the  Government. 
If  any  inmiigration  into  provinces  in  which 
rebellion  does  not  exist  should  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  purposes  of  defence,  or  for  any 
other  purposes  which  may  be  justifiable,  it  wiU 
not  be  done  until  after  full  consultation  with 
the  Provincial  Governments — with  their  con- 
currence and  probably  with  their  aid ;  and  in 
all  such  districts  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken 
to  adhere  to  the  strictest  principles  of  justice 
in  all  our  transactions.  Not  one  acre  of  land 
will  be  taken  in  those  districts  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  thereon  any  village  or  popula- 
tion whatever.  Every  acre  there  taken  wLl  be 
fairly  bought  from  the  Natives,  from  the  Go- 
vernment, or  from  the  person  to  whom  it  may 
belong.  But  in  all  those  districts  where  rebel- 
lion has  existed — where  the  Natives  have  been 
in  actual  arms  against  the  Govenmient — there 
the  Government  propose,  by  an  Act  of  the 
House,  to  enable  the  Governor  to  take  lands  of 
all  such  tribes  aa  have  been  in  rebellion — 
firsUy,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  such 
population  thereupon  as  I  have  described,  and 
a  further  portion  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war.  As  regards  that  portion  of 
the  Native  population  which  has  continued  to 
obey  the  law  of  the  country,  and  which  has 
not  engaged  in  rebellion,  every  attempt  will  be 
made,  as  has  been  made  hitherto,  to  raise  them 
to  an  equality  with  the  European  race,  and  to 
confer  upon  them  the  opportunity  of  exercising 
all  those  privileges  to  which,  under  the  Consti- 
tution Act,  they — in  common  with  the  Euro- 
pean population — have  a  right.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  House  will  be  as  liberal  as  it 
ever  has  been  in  furnishing  means  for  the 
establishment  of  institutions  for  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  Natives.  But  our  attempt  will  be 
to  bring  the  two  races  under  one  law — to  make 
them  one  community — and  to  let  the  Natives 
feel  that  they  are  no  longer  a  separate  people, 
looking  to  a  head  of  its  own,  but  that  all  are 
subject,  the  white  man  and  the  Maori  alike, 
to  one  law  and  one  system  of  government. 
No  attempt  will  be  made  to  remove  them  or  to 
separate  them  from  the  European  colonists; 
but  the  object  will  be,  as  it  was  in  the  earliest 
attempt  made  in  the  south  of  this  Island,  to 
mix  the  Natives  with  the  Europeans,  in  order 
that  they  may  derive  all  the  advantages  they 
can  derive  from  such  on  intermixture.  Nothing 
can  be  so  injurious,  nothing  so  fatal,  to  the 
Natives  as  an  attempt  to  drive  them  beyond  a 
certain  barrier — to  separate  them  from  civiliza- 
tion. Bather  than  that,  the  attempt  will  be 
made  to  mix  them  with  the  Europeans,  in  order 
that  they  may  become  civilized.  I  find  that 
I  have  omitt^  one  point  in  reference  to  th« 
sapptessioa  of  the  rebellion,  and  it  is  aa  iio- 
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portant  point.  It  is  this  :  that,  in  districts 
where  the  Natives  have  been  in  rebellion, 
or  are  now  in  rebellion,  the  Government 
will  require,  before  it  will  consider  that  rebel- 
lion to  be  suppressed,  that  they  shall  give  np 
their  arms.  I  believe,  and  I  tiunk  most  of  us 
believe,  that  one  of  the  most  fertile  sources  of 
rebellion — the  one  from  which  the  Natives  de- 
rive the  greatest  encouragement  to  try  their 
strength  against  us — has  been  the  unfortunate 
fact  that,  over  a  series  of  years,  they  have  been 
accumulating  an  immense  amount  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  But  for  this  I  do  not  believe 
they  would  have  dared  to  try  their  strength 
with  us  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  will 
be  any  security  in  districts  where  Europeans 
are  to  be  settled  amongst  the  Natives — at  all 
events,  for  a  time,  while  the  recoUectiqn  of  the 
war  is  strong  and  feelings  of  revenge  are  with- 
out control — except  in  the  disarming  of  those 
Natives.  I  now  come  to  the  financial  means 
by  which  we  propose  to  carry  out  this  system ; 
but  I  will  not  go  into  details  with  reference  to 
this  point,  because  my  honourable  colleague 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  will,  on  Monday  or  Tues- 
day next,  I  believe,  be  prepared  to  do  so  at 
length — to  state  what  measures  it  will  be  neces- 
suy  for  the  House  to  pass,  and  to  give  the  de- 
tails appertaining  to  that  branch  of  the  subject. 
I  will  just  simply  state  that,  as  the  expense  in- 
volved in  these  plans  for  the  military  defence 
of  the  colony,  which  is  absolutely  unavoidable, 
and  of  the  assisted  immigration,  which,  I 
think,  is  equally  unavoidable,  will  be  far  be- 
yond the  ordinary  annual  resources  of  the 
colony — quite  beyond  what  it  is  in  the  power 
of  tlie  colony  to  pay  out  of  revenue — it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  raise  a  considerable 
amount  by  loan.  We  propose  to  pay  off  that 
loan — in  whole  or  in  part— by  the  sale  of  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  land  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebellious  Natives.  A  sufficient  portion  of 
land  will  be  taken  to  defray  the  cost  to  which 
we  are  put  in  suppressing  the  rebellion.  This 
is  a  principle  not  only  in  accordance  with  every 
feeling  of  justice,  but  also,  I  am  glad  to  state, 
in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the  Natives 
themselves.  They  have  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  considering  that  a  conquered  people 
surrendered  their  land.  There  is  nothing  ab- 
horrent to  their  ideas,  or  to  any  principle  of 
justice,  in  the  decision  that  they  ^ould  bear 
the  greater  port  of  the  expense  in  which  they 
have  involved' us  by  their  conduct.  If  the  por- 
tion of  lands  available  for  that  purpose  should 
not  prove  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  whole  of 
the  loan,  then  we  lay  it  down  as  an  absolute 
principle  that  the  balance  shall  be  allocated 
between  the  difierent  provinces  whibh  have 
derived  direct  and  permanent  advantage  from 
that  expenditure.  1  do  not  say  that  as  apply- 
ing to  the  pay  of  the  Militia,  which  is  an  ad- 
vantage that  is  evanescent;  but  that  the  cost 
of  making  roads,  the  establishment  of  popula- 
tion, and  other  objects  which  will  remain  per- 
manently of  advantage  to  particular  localities, 
will,  if  the  lands  taken  are  not  sufficient  to 
cover  it,  be  specially  allocated  to  the  particular 
ptovijDoe  benefited.  It  is  with  reference  to  the 
Mr.  Fox 


branch  of  the  subject  as  to  which  I  have  bfas 
recently  explaining  the  views  of  the  G<mn- 
ment,  tbat  of  military  colcnizatioin,  thatit?rill 
be  my  duty  to-morrow  to  move  the  inttodactioa 
of  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Governor  to  estaUith 
settlements  for  colonization  in  the  Noitlwa 
Island  of  New  Zealand.  There  is  one  mittec 
which  we  shall  have  to  aetUe  this  sesaion,  «iid 
I  think  that  the  House  wUl  be  nearly  mumi- 
mous  upon  it — that  is,  the  question  cf  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government  in  Nitim 
aSaiis.  We  appear  to  have  got  into  a  n&K 
peculiar  position  in  reference  to  this  matts— 
one  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  i^pean  to  be 
eminently  unsatisfactory  to  the  finperiiJ  Go- 
vernment, as  it  was,  indeed,  to  many  hoom- 
able  members  of  this  Hoase  in  previous  ses- 
sions, if  it  is  not  at  the  present  time.  'Bit 
first  occasion,  to  the  best  of  my  reoollectiai, 
when  this  House  positively  put  forward  any 
demand  that  the  administration  of  Natin 
affairs  should  be  subject  to  the  ordinary  rfgim 
of  Besponsible  Government  occurred  tomib 
the  close  of  the  session  of  1861,  when,  in  &» 
course  of  a  long  debate  upon  the  salaries  of  Qu 
Sub-Conmussioners  of  the  Waste  Lands  De- 
partment, a  resolution  was  moved  by  &» 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dilkn 
Bell)  to  this  effect  :— 

"That  any  reconstruction  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Department  on  a  satisfactory  basis  ns- 
cessarily  involves  also  on  entire  reoiganiia- 
tion  of  the  political  branch  of  that  serrioe; 
and  that  no  such  reorganization  will  be 
effectual  or  satisfactory  to  the  country  which 
does  not,  while  fully  recognizing  and  sacmii^ 
to  the  Governor  both  the  initiative  and  the 
decision  where  Imperial  interests  ore  involied, 
place  the  conduct  of  the  ordinary  bnsinaes  of 
Native  administration  under  responsibility  t» 
the  Assembly." 

Although  the  special  occasion  was  the  lotiii; 
of  certain  salaries,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
words  and  the  intention  of  the  resolntion  did 
embrace  the  whole  question — that  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  principle  should  be  asserted  of 
Besponsible  Government  in  Native  affairs.  One 
other  incident  I  may  mention  which  occmied 
at  the  same  time.  I  remember  the  hononnUe 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  risii^ 
in  his  place,  when  it  was  intimated  that  Sir 
George  Grey  had  been  appointed,  and  thoe 
was,  I  believe,  some  suspicion  that  His  Excel- 
lency would  bring  with  hinn  the  powers  of  a 
Dictator,  and  might,  if  he  pleased  to  suspend 
the  Constitution  Act,  praotib&lly  do  so  in  ida- 
ence  to  Native  affairs — I  remember  the  haoaa- 
able  member  for  Nelson  City  asked  mettoi 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  newly- 
formed  Government  to  accept  anything  le« 
than  the  control  which  it  had,  of  the  power  d 
advice  if  not  of  compulsory  advice,  in  reqieet 
to  Native  affairs.  I  intimated  that  the  Gowm- 
ment  had  no  such  intention.  That  qoeilMi 
was  followed  by  the  resolution;  and  aluntty 
afterwards  we  laid  before  His  Excellency  ft 
document  in  which  we  simply  stated  the  etils 
that  existed  and  had  long  existed  from  the 
divided  responsibility  of  the  OovenmiMit  in 
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lefezence  to  Native  matters.  We  did  not 
absolntely  request  him  to  take  any  step, 
virtually  or  in  any  way ;  bat  His  Excellency 
did,  apon  the  receipt  of  that  document,  at 
once  inite  to  the  Home  Oovemment,  stating 
that  he  had  established  those  relations  with  his 
Besponsible  Advisers  which  were  intimated  as 
necessary  by  the  House  in  1861,  and  which 
were  evidently  pointed  to  in  the  memorandum 
from  the  Government.  The  Native  Secretary's 
Office  was  then  swej^t  on  one  side,  the  Assist- 
ant Secretary  becoming  a  subordinate  officer  of 
the  Native  Minister;  and  practically,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Assembly,  Besponsible  Government  in  Na- 
tive aSairs  was  acted  on.  But  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Assembly, — whether  it  was  one  of 
.  those  instances — I  will  not  call  it  of  temporary 
insanity,  but  will  say — of  temporary  hallucina- 
tion of  the  House,  which  induced  it  to  merge 
its  usual  wisdom ; — ^whether  motives  of  pru- 
dence or  economy,  or  a  chivalrous  generosity, 
led  honourable  members  to  desire  that  His 
Excellency  should  have  the  power  himself  to 
settle  the  great  task  he  had  taken  in  hand — 
the  House  did  then  recede  from  the  position 
which  it  had  taken  up,  and  did  disclaim  its 
desire  for  Responsible  Govenmient  as  con- 
cerned the  Natives,  for  the  time.  The  Duke 
of  Newcastle  appears  to  have  been  in  some 
degree  puzzled  by  the  action  taken  by  the 
House  m  this  matter,  although  he  was  not, 
apparently,  in  any  difficulty  as  to  the  course 
which  he  would  take.  His  Grace  addressed  to 
His  Excellency  a  despatch,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : — 

"  The  colonists  having  consistently  claimed 
from  the  Home  Government,  by  the  different 
methods  in  which  it  was  possible  to  make  such 
a  claim,  that  it  should  cease  to  manage 
Native  affairs,  and  (what  is  still  more  impor- 
tant) having  refused  to  render  that  metnage- 
ment  possible  which  under  Responsible  Go- 
vernment was,  at  any  rate,  most  difficult,  the 
Home  Government  has  resigned  that  function. 
This  relinquishment  does  not  require  the  assent 
of  the  colonists  to  make  it  effectual.  It  is 
completed  by  the  act  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, which  (in  conformity  with  requests 
which  it  is  now  too  late  to  recall)  no  longer 
requires  of  you  to  take  personal  charge  of  the 
Native  Secretary's  Department.  If  you  re- 
same  or  retain  the  personal  control  of  that 
department  it  will  not  be  in  obedience  to 
instructions  from  Home,  but  either  at  the 
request  of  the  Hesponsible  Ministers,  or  under 
some  pressing  necessity  occasioned  by  their 
action  or  inaction,  and  for  the  consequences  of 
which,  therefore,  the  Home  Government  are 
not  responsible." 

I  will  not  say  that,  after  the  transmission 
of  that  despatch  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
there  is  no  choice  for  the  colony  whether 
it  shall  assume  the  responsibility  for  Native 
aSairs,  although,  certainly,  his  Grace  appears 
to  think  that  he  has  placed  us  in  that  position ; 
bnt  I  will  say  this :  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment feels,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  House 
feels,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  past 


views  of  the  colony  in  reference  to  that  ques- 
tion, the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  Home 
Gkivemment  have,  in  the  most  liberal  maimer, 
placed  enormous  resources  at  the  disposal  of 
the  colony,  which  will  enable  it  to  boar  that 
burden  of  responsibility  which  it  is  sought  to 
place  upon  it— that  the  time  ha«  now  arrived 
when,  with  perfect  safety  to  all  its  inter- 
ests, with  perfect  justice,  and  with  general 
unanimity,  and  with  advantage  to  the  in- 
terests of  both  races,  it  can  assume  the 
responsibility  of  the  administration  of  Na- 
tive affairs.  I  shall  have,  on  a  future  day; 
to  move  a  series  of  resolutions  by  which  the 
House,  if  it  thinks  proper,  will  adopt  that 
principle ;  and  I  trust  that  the  result,  if  the 
House  will  do  so,  of  its  frankly  adopting  the 
position  pointed  out  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle^ 
of  the  very  liberal  expenditure  to  which  it  has 
already  gone,  and  of  the  still  more  liberal 
expenditure  in  which  I  have  no  doubt  it  ii 
prepared  to  involve  itself  in  pecuniary  ccm- 
sidorations  to  meet  this  crisis  —  I  do  hope 
that  the  result  of  the  sacrifices  so  made  by  the 
colony,  and  its  readiness  to  co-operate  with 
the  Home  Government,  will  lead  to  a  restora- 
tion of  that  cordial,  friendly,  and  paternal 
feeling  which  ought  to  exist,  and  which,  I  am 
sure,  all  honourable  members  will  desire  to  see 
existing,  between  the  Imperial  and  Colonial 
Governments.  The  present  Government  will 
lose  no  opportunity  oi  fostering  feelings  of  that 
description  ;  and  I  trust  that  before  long  such 
relations  will  be  established  as  will  eradicate 
every  trace  of  that  feeling  of  irritation  whiob 
does  undoubtedly  exist  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  one  other  subject  in  reference  to  the 
Northern  Island  to  which  I  must  allude — that 
of  the  Taranaki  compensation.  The  Gkrvem- 
mcnt  feels  itself  in  considerable  difficulty  with 
reference  to  this  subject.  The  terms  in  which 
the  Act  of  last  session  were  drawn  up  were  such 
as  to  lead  the  late  Attorney-General,  and  also 
the  present  Attorney-General,  to  the  inevitable 
conclusion — in  which,  I  must  confess,  I  fully 
concur— that  the  sum  of  £200,000  voted  for 
compensation  could  not  be  expended  in  simply 
compensating  the  settlers  for  the  heavy  losses 
they  had  suffered,  but  that  the  Government 
were  bound  to  expend  it  in  that  way  which  the 
Act  prescribed^for  the  permanent  reinstate- 
ment of  the  Province  of  Taranaki.  The  present 
Government  feels  itself  bound  by  that  Act  and 
its  terms  ;  and  it  cannot  do  more  at  present, 
therefore,  than  continue  to  appropriate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Taranaki  settlers  the  interest  of 
a  sum  equivalent  to  that  which  remains  un- 
expended as  the  balance  of  that  £200,000, 
That  we  will  do,  making  it,  for  the  present  at 
all  events,  a  charge  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment— paying  the  interest  at  which  the  money 
could  be  raised  in  the  London  muket  out  of 
the  general  funds.  If  the  House  wishes  to  do 
so,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  can  alter 
the  stringent  terms  of  that  Act.  If  the  House 
thinks  proper  at  once  to  hand  over  the  £200,000 
in  the  shape  of  direct  compensation  to  the 
settlers,  it  is  a  matter  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  little  or  no  concern.    The  £300,000 
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has  been  voted  and  set  on  one  side  as  a  fund 
for  Taranaki,  and  the  precise  manner  in  which 
it  shall  be  expended  is  a  matter  of  little  con- 
cern to  the  coontry,  and  none  to  the  Oovem- 
ment,  who  will  be  prepared  to  carry  out  what- 
ever principle  the  House  may  affirm.  The 
subject  may  be  dealt  with,  and  perhaps  the 
Taranaki  members  will  confer  amongst  them- 
oelves  and  with  the  Oovemment  with  re8x>ect 
to  it.  In  reference  to  the  Middle  Island,  the 
Oovemment  is  well  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  circumstances  in  the  present  crisis 
of  the  Northern  Island,  the  departmental  wants 
of  the  Middle  Island  must  necessarily  have 
been  much  neglected.  Ever^  attempt  was  made 
by  the  late  and  by  the  previous  Government  to 
lessen  the  evil  to  the  TniTiimTim  amount ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  learn,  from  honourable  members 
from  the  Middle  Island,  that  the  Oovemment 
have  not  been  able  to  do  so  to  their  satisfac- 
tion. I  intimated  a  few  days  ago,  in  making  a 
statement  as  to  the  Ministry,  that,  as  a  tem- 
ponuy  expedient,  my  honourable  oolleafue  the 
Postinaster- General  (Mr.  Gillies)  would  con- 
tinue to  reside  in  the  Middle  Island,  with 
general  executive  powers,  which  will  enable 
him  to  act  in  all  emergencies  in  that  Island, 
and  I  hope  will  very  greatly  alleviate  existing 
difficulties.  But  I  am  well  aware  that  this  is 
not  a  sufficient  solution  of  the  question;  and 
the  Government  is  prepared  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  more 
extended  governmental  machinery  for  the 
Middle  Island,  involving  the  creation  by  the 
Orown  of  a  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Treasurer,  a  Secretary,  and  a 
Solicitor  for  that  Island,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  machinery  that  was  adopted  by  the  Cana- 
das  some  time  ago.  I  will  not  say  that  I  am 
sanguine  that  we  shall  satisfy  by  that  means 
either  the  wishes  of  the  Middle  Island  generally 
«r  those  of  any  partiovdar  province.  But,  if 
we  do  not  do  so,  we  are  quite  ready  to  accept 
from  the  Middle  Island  any  proposition  in 
reference  to  the  relations  of  its  Government 
Mfith  the  General  Oovemment  which  may  meet 
with  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  Our  only 
object  is  to  secure  good  government  for  the 
Middle  Island,  for  no  Government  can  have 
any  interest  in  seeing  the  irritation  caused  in 
that  Island  because  it  has  no  General  Govern- 
ment at  all,  or  only  a  very  distant  one.  I  can 
only  repeat  that  we,  as  the  Government,  shall 
be  prepared  to  adopt  any  system  which  is 
agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  Middle  Island 
members  and  to  this  House.  I  therefore 
invite  members  of  this  House  from  the 
Middle  Island,  if  they  do  not  approve  of 
our  scheme,  to  consult  together  and  prepare 
some  other  scheme  which  may  be  submitted 
to  us.  There  are  minor  matters  connected 
with  the  Middle  Island,  to  which  I  do  not 
intend  now  to  allude ;  but,  if  my  bill  of  fare 
is  a  bad  one,  it  is  not  because  I  havo  no  desire 
to  give  a  better  feast,  but  simply  bee  .  ise  I  have 
not  had  time  to  learn  from  honourable  mem- 
hets  what  they  really  want.  But  there  is,  we 
-are  informed,  some  necessity  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  administration  of  justice  on  tite 
Mr.  Focc 


goldfields.  Some  have  suggested  that  tim 
should  be  a  Court  of  Appeal.  Bat  saeh  k 
Court  is  a  direct  provocative  to  a  great  deal  «t 
litigation,  and  ite  proceedings  are  combrooi 
and  costly.  The  Government  have  also  been 
informed  that  the  increase  of  business  in  th* 
Supreme  Court  has  been  so  great  that  on* 
Judge  cannot  attend  to  it  in  the  Otago  and 
Southland  District,  and  we  are  inclined  towadi 
the  appointment  of  another  Judge  for  Sootii* 
land,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  cir- 
cuit of  the  eold&elds,  and  who,  being  a  Judge 
of  the  Goldfields  Court,  may  dispose  (^  all  eaiei 
of  a  weightier  class  that  may  occur  within  Ul 
jurisdiction.  Another  very  important  lobjeot 
from  Otago  is  a  new  set  of  waste  land  regala. 
tions ;  and  there  are  similar  proposals  ai  to 
Nelson,  Hawke's  Bay,  and  the  Wauao.  Theta 
regulations  have  been  passed  by  the  respectivg 
Provincial  Councils,  and  some  of  them  m; 
materially  alter  existing  regulations.  TSw 
general  feeling  is  that  the  different  pioviDOM 
should  be  allowed  to  have  such  r^uUticoi  *• 
they  think  proper,  and  we  have  no  general  da- 
sire  whatsoever  to  dictate  to  them  whether  tbtj 
shall  sell  their  lands  on  credit  or  by  meania 
deferred  payments  or  not.  Our  idea  sim^j  ii 
to  refer  these  several  sets  of  regulationa  to  oat 
Committee — or  to  four  Committees,  if  the  Hout 
prefers  it — and  leave  it  to  the  Committee  to 
recommend  what  shall  be  done.  And  now.  Sir, 
I  fear  that  I  have  detained  this  House  kogK 
than  I  intended,  and  that  I  have  not  set  tut 
example  of  action  as  opposed  to  words  which  I 
promised  to  set.  I  shall  therefore  bripg  thia 
statement  to-  a  conclusion,  only  assuring  tin 
House  that  there  exists,  so  far  as  I  am  ann, 
upon  all  th?  great  subjects  which  are  likely  ts 
fall  within  the  scope  of  onr  administratia&— 
within  the  scope  of  our  functions  as  His  Eioet 
lency's  Advisers  —  a  perfect  unanimity.  Wi 
shall  not  be  hampered  in  action  by  any  doBUi 
or  disputes  amongst  ourselves ;  but  we  shall  be 

Frepued  at  once  to  address  ourselves  vigorously, 
hope, — not  only  with  the  best  intentioD  of 
being  vigorous, — to  the  immediate  solution  of 
the  great  problem  which  I  consider  is  the  tole 
problem  for  settlement  by  this  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  asked  when  the  Oo- 
vemment proposed  that  the  House  should  hare 
an  opportunity  of  raising  a  discussion  on  the 
very  important  subjects  which  the  Coloaal 
Secretary  had  brought  before  the  consideiatiai 
of  the  House.  He  understood  the  honoorabb 
member  to  say  that  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  on  the  occasion  of^bringing  in  theBilli 
of  which  he  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member  km 
perfectly  correct.  That  was  the  intentioDol 
the  Government — that  the  various  branches  d 
the  pohcy  should  be  discussed  on  the  vaiisu 
measures  which  would  be  brought  in  to  o^ 
out  that  policy.  The  Besponsibis  OoTsaimaa 
question  would  be  raised  on  resolutions. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  gtiU  inquired  if  tke 
honourable  member  proposed  any  general  dtl. 
cussion  on  the  policy,  or  a  piecemeal  disoosnca 
on  the  Bills  as  respectively  brought  in. 

Mr.  FOX  believed  the  lattec  wae  (he  ooooi 
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generally  adopted  in  this  House,  but  the  Oo- 
fenunent  hail  no  objection  to  place  on  the 
Older  Paper  a  motion  inviting  a  geneial  dis- 


ADDBES8  IN  BEPLY. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  adjourned  debate 
on  the  Address  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's 
Speech  having  been  leaa, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  Dr.  Featherston;  having 
moved  the  adjournment,  was  in  possession  of 
the  House. 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  waived  his  right. 

No  honourable  member  appearing  desirous 
to  address  the  House,  Mr.  SPEAKEB  called  on 
Mr.  B.  Oraham  to  reply. 

Mr.  B.  GBAHAM  said  that,  no  other  honour- 
able member  having  spoken  since  he  moved 
the  Address,  he  had  nothing  to  reply  to. 

Mr.  BBODIE  said  he  had  hoped  to  have 
heard  from  some  member  of  the  Qovemment 
an  explanation  of  the  absence  of  all  reference 
to  the  Middle  Island  from  the  Speech.  He  had 
naited  till  he  heard  that,  being  prepared  with 
an  addition  to  the  Address,  which  he  would 
read,  and  then  give  the  reasons  why  he  asked 
the  House  to  adopt  it.  It  was  this:  "We 
would  further  draw  your  Excellency's  attention 
to  the  absence  of  all  reference  tto  the  goldfields 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  express  a  nope  that 
your  Excellency  would  see  fit  officially  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Home  Government  the 
extraordinary  discoveries  of  gold  now  being 
made  in  Otago,  and  the  extensive  field  thus 
opened  for  the  profitable  employment  of  large 
numbers  of  the  population  of  the  United  King- 
dom." If  the  Qovemment  had  any  explana- 
tion to  offer,  he  would  withdraw  this  motion ; 
but,  otherwise,  he  should  press  it.  As  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  the  desire  of  the  House,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  discuss  the  various  mat- 
ters contained  in  the  Speech,  he  would  not 
take  up  their  time  by  referring  to  them,  but 
content  himself  by  saying  that  he  was  never 
more  surprised  at  anything  than  at  finding  in 
this  Speech  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the 
population  of  New  Zealeind,  the  portion  oon- 
triouting  two-thirds  of  the  revenue,  had  been 
entirely  neglected  and  forgotten.  Feeling  some- 
what annoyed  at  the  studied  forgetfulness  of 
the  late  Ministry,  he  intended  to  have  made 
some  stronger  objection  than  that  to  which  he 
had  now  drawn  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  for  the  change  of  Ministry,  and  the  evident 
desire  of  honourable  members  not  to  pursue  the 
debate.  • 

Captain  BALDWIN  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  questioned  the  propriety  of 
the  honourable  member  making  an^  alteration 
at  this  time,  and  referred  to  the  existence  of  a 
feeling  that  for  the  present  session  they  were 
all  to  look  upon  themselves  as  a  colony  and  not 
as  two  Islands.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member's  amendment  was  hardly  in  good 
taste.  Sorely  it  was  better  to  make  an  effort 
to  restore  ruined  settlers  to  their  homesteads 
than  to  do  anything  that  might  create  party 
feeling  in  the  House.  Ho  would  have  liked  to 
have  made  a  few  remarks   on  this  Address. 


He  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  more 
money  that  was  expended  in  the  effort  to  im- 
prove the  Native  condition  the  more  idle  and 
troublesome  they  became.  Something  like 
£40,0CX)  a  year  had  been  expended  on  them ; 
and  what  good  had  it  done  ?  He  thought  aa 
Address  of  this  sort  should  hardly  pass  with- 
out thuiks  to  the  late  Oovemment  for  calling 
the  Assembly  so  early  —  though,  in  his  opin- 
ion, they  should  have  called  it  still  sooner — in 
order  that  they  might  have  the  sanction  of  law 
for  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money 
necessary  t6  put  down  the  rebellion.  He  had 
no  doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  the  Government 
had  done  evenrthing  that  could  be  done  to  pre- 
vent a  general  rising  of  the  Natives. 

Major  BICHABOSON  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary  whether  the  proposal  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Goldfields  (Mr.  Brodie) 
would  be  favourably  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Oovemment  would  not 
make  the  smallest  objection  to  the  introduction 
of  those  words — quite  the  contrary. 

Major  BICHARDSON  spoke  in  support  of 
the  amendment,  and  referred  to  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  the  Otago  goldfields  being  scarcely 
recognized.  He  certainly  did  not  see  why  the 
Address  should  not  have  reciprocated  the  grati- 
fication expressed  by  His  Excellency  at  the 
almost  unexampled  progress  in  wealth  and 
population  made  by  the  settlement  in  the 
Middle  Island. 

Mr.  FOX  disclaimed  any  intention  of  censur- 
ing the  late  Government  in  agreeing  to  this 
amendment.  He  had  no  doubt  this  was  one  of 
those  unfortunate  omissions  which  would  occur 
in  the  concoction  of  the  Governor's  Speech  by  hia 
Ministers.  The  present  Govemment,  of  course, 
disclaimed  all  responsibility  as  to  the  Addresa 
in  Beply :  but  he  should  be  glad  to  see  allusions 
made  to  the  extraordinary  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  Southe;m  Island ;  and  sug- 
gested that,  if  the  Address  was  referred  to  a 
Committee,  the  phraseology  of  the  amendment 
might  be  altered,  so  as  to  avoid  conveying  any 
censure  on  the  retiring  Govemment. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  was  responsible  for 
the  Address,  and  could  only  say  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  as  little  meaning  as  possible, 
except  to  commit  the  House  to  one  thmg — the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion.  With  regard  to 
the  goldfields,  there  was  an  allusion  to  them  in 
the  Speech,  and  he  was  puzzled  to  know  what 
good  mentioning  them  in  the  Beply  could  do. 
He  had,  however,  no  objection  to  it.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  insertion  of  words  in  the 
Speech  would  so  effectually  call  the  Secretary 
of  State's  attention  to  i^e  goldfields  as  the 
quarterly  returns  did. 

Mr.  CABGILL  remarked  that  these  dooa- 
ments  were  circulated  throughout  the  country, 
canvassed  and  criticised  very  freely,  and  it  was 
certainly  not  desirable  that  a  reference  to 
specisJ  advantages  of  very  great  importance  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  should  be 
treated  in  a  way  that  might  be  token  to  convoy 
anything  like  a  slight.  He  had  expected  that 
on  amendment  of  this  kind  would  be  moved  by 
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the  OoTemment,  having,  indeed,  seen  one  to 
the  same  effect  in  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
hand.  He  saggested  that  the  recommendation 
about  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  State  should 
be  omitted,  and  then  the  amendment  would 
most  probably  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  rose  simply  to  state  that  he  did 
<not  refrain  from  moving  an  amendment  because 
lie  agreed  with  the  course  adopted  in  giving  up 
Waitara,  though,  with  that  exception,  he  was 
-well  satisfied  with  the  Address.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  Assembly  had  never  heard  a 
better  Speech  than  that  made  by  His  Excel- 
Jenoy.  The  question  he  had  referred  to  would, 
Jie  presumed,  come  under  discussion  again  on 
the  consideration  of  Te  Teira's  petition, 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  felt  that,  after  what  had 
occurred,  any  debate  on  the  Address,  at  this 
jieriod  of  the  session,  would  tend  to  a  certain 
extent  to  embarrass  the  Ministry,  and  that  it 
was  especially  the  duty  of  the  House  to  avoid. 
He  could  have  moved  half  a  dozen  amendments 
to  the  Address,  but  was  contented  to  accept  the 
assurance  of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Domett)  that  the  Address  meant 
.nothing,  and  let  it  pass  as  meaning  nothing. 

Mr.  BBODIE  said  he  would  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  this  amendment,  and 
assured  them  thai  it  was  not  made  with  any 
.intention  of  censuring  the  late  Government — a 
proceeding  which  must  be  futile,  since  they 
were  now  reduced  to  the  position  of  private 
members. 
'  Amendment  n^atived. 

Mr.  CARGILL  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
the  insertion  of  the  following — "  We  concur  in 
the  gratification  expressed  by  your  Exoellenoy  at 
ithe  almost  imexampled.  progress  in  wealth  and 
population  of  the  Middle  Island,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which,  while  themselves  undisturbed 
by  any  difficulties  with  a  Native  race,  have 
-shown  so  deep  a  sympathy  with  and  so  gene- 
rous a  regard  for  the  sufferings  and  dangers 
which  have  fallen  on  their  fellow-colonists  on 
.this  Island" — after  the  seventh  paragraph. 

Mr.  O'ROREE  questioned  whether  it  was 
competent  for  such  a  motion  to  be  made  after 
the  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  apprehended  that  the  course 
.taken  was  quite  in  order.  After  an  amendment 
was  negatived  the  main  question  was  put  again. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  following  Com- 
.mittee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  up 
the  Address :  Mr.  B.  Graham,  Mr.  Dillon  Bell, 
Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Cargill,  Mr. 
Bhodes,  and  the  mover. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOX  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
4rawn  up  the  following  Address : — 

"  Mat  it  please  toub  Excellenct, — 

"We,  Her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  tender  our  thanks  to  your 
Excellency  for  the  Speech  with  which  your 
Excellency  has  opened  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly. 
"  We  learn  with  regret  that  the  resumption  of 
Mr.  Cargill 


a  block  of  land  at  Taianaki,  which  had,  long 
previously  to  the  late  war,  been  peacefinj 
occupied  by  our  settlers,  had  resulted  in  an  un- 
provoked murder  by  the  Natives  of  a  small 
escort  of  Her  Majesty's  troops ;  that  the  Wsi- 
kato  tribes  had  endeavoured  to  form  s  geaeal 
combination  of  Natives,  with  the  avowed  object 
of  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the  Eoio- 
pean  inhabitants  of  the  colony;  and  Halt, 
although  frustrated  in  their  plans  of  atUck 
upon  Auckland,  they  have  assassinated  out- 
settlers,  and  soldiers  engaged  on  escort  duty. 

"  We  recognize  that  your  Excellency  has 
made  every  endeavour  to  leave  the  NatitiB  no 
ground  of  complaint,  and  to  deprive  them  o( 
every  pretext  for  rebellion ;  and  we  ragtet  that 
no  means  have  been  found  effectual  to  induce 
them  to  relinquish  their  schemes  of  canqneit 
and  plunder. 

"  We  cordially  unite  with  your  Exeellencj  in 
a  grateful  recognition  of  the  promptitude  ud 
liberality  with  which  the  application  to  the 
Imperial  Government  for  additional  milita:; 
assistance  has  been  responded  to,  and  in  thank- 
ing the  Australian  Governments,  and  especially 
the  Governor  of  Tasmania,  for  the  militaiy  lid 
rendered  by  them  to  this  colony. 

"  We  also,  together  with  your  Excellency,  heg 
to  express  our  acknowledgments  for  the  sei- 
vices  rendered  by  Her  Majesty's  naval  and 
military  forces  in  this  colony,  and  to  record  ant 
admiration  of  the  conspicuous  gallantry,  on 
every  occasion  the  war  nas  hitherto  albtded 
for  its  display,  of  the  troops,  under  their  dis- 
tinguished General,  and  of  the  zeal  snd  de- 
votion eminently  displayed  by  the  setUets  o! 
the  Provinces  of  Anckbnd  and  Taranaki  is 
their  co-operation  with  Hex  Majesty's  tioo[s, 
and  in  the  endurance  of  hardship  and  pn- 
vation. 

"  Wo  receive,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  settle 
the  question  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  your  Ex- 
cellency's intimation  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment has  decided  that  responsibility  it 
Native  policy  and  for  the  administiatioD  of 
Native  affairs  should  be  placed  upon  the 
General  Assembly. 

"  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  ii  oar 
earnest  wish  to  co-operate  with  your  Kied- 
lency  in  the  suppression  of  the  present  and  m 
the  prevention  of  future  rebellions,  and  in  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  both  races  in 
these  Islands ;  and  any  measures  laid  by  yoot 
Excellency  before  us  with  those  objects  (hall 
receive  our  most  serious  attention. 

"  We  concur  in  the  gratificaticm  expressed  hy 
your  Excellency  at  the  almost  unexampled 
progress  in  wealth  and  population  of  Ae 
Middle  Island,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  while 
themselves  tmdisturbed  by  any  difficulties  with 
a  native  race,  have  shown  so  deep  a  sympa&y 
with  and  so  generous  a  regard  for  the  saSa- 
ings  and  dangers  which  have  fallen  on  that 
fellow-colonists  in  this  Island. 

"  We  join  your  Excellency  in  the  prayer  that 
our  counsels  may,  with  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God,  tend  to  the  deliverance  of  the 
colony  from  its  present  difficulties,  and  to  the 
permanent  welfare  of  all  its  inhabitants." 
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Addraw  adopted  by  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  Hia  Excellency  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  accompanied  by  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Address. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 

Mr.  GTTiTiTF.S,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Marine  Boaxd  Bill,  said  that  he 
d^ired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  cizcnmstances  which  had  rendered  it 
necessary  that  an  Act  of  this  nature  should 
be  passed.  The  House  would  remember  that 
donng  last  session  an  Act  was  brought  in  for 
the  general  management  of  Marine  Boards. 
That  Act  was  fully  discussed,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee ;  and  the  result  of  the  further 
consideration  was,  that  the  Marine  Boards  Act 
of  last  session  was  passed.  It  was  soon  foimd 
that  there  were  serious  deficiencies  in  the  Act, 
which  made  it  unworkable  ;  suid  which  resulted 
from  its  being  the  work  of  so  many  different 
hands.  Independently  of  that,  th^re  were  ob- 
jections taken  by  tiie  Home  Government  to 
some  of  the  clauses  of  it.  This  Bill  was  prin- 
oip^y  for  the  purpose  of  amending  those 
portions  of  the  Act  which  had  been  found  un- 
workable and  had  been  objected  to  by  the 
Home  Government.  An  alteration  was  pro- 
posed in  the  appointment  of  local  Boairds. 
There  was  a  provision  for  making  pilotage 
compulsory,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the 
piovmce  would  have  the  power  of  appointing 
local  Boards,  instead  of  the  Provincial  Council. 
These  alterations  were  necessary  to  make  the 
Act  really  workable.  It  was  only  that  morning 
that  he  nad  become  aware  that  some  other 
alterations  had  been  suggested  by  members  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  did  not,  there- 
fore, propose  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill 
nntil  he  had  heud  the  objections  and  amend- 
ments from  the  members  representing  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  ;  and,  having  heard  them,  he 
would  then  be  prepared  to  say  how  far  the 
Government  would  agree  to  amend  the  Bill 
further.  In  the  meantime,  he  moved,  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  it  would  not  take  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  longer  to  repeal  the  old 
Bill  and  prepare  a  new  one  entirely.  It  would 
be  a  great  convenience  to  have  the  law  on  one 
paper,  and  it  would  obviate  the  difficulty  of 
interpreting  two  Acts  together.  He  hoped  the 
Billwooldbe  printed  with  the  old  clauses  in 
it. 

Mr.  GILLIES  agreed  that  it  was  very  desir- 
able that  the  law  should  be  in  a  consolidated 
form.  But  this  Bill  had  been  brought  in  by  a 
former  Government,  and  it  had  been  read  a 
first  time  ;  so  that  it  would  be  difficult  now  to 
put  it  in  any  other  shape. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  agreed  to  the  second  read- 
ing, on  the  intimation  of  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral that  he  would  consult  honourable  members 
as  to  any  amendments  they  had  to  propose. 

Mr.  CARGILL  thought  it  desirable  that  the 
whole  matter  should  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  COLENSO  thought  the  work  of  the 
House  would  be  wonderfully  expedited  if  Bills 


of  this  kind  were  distributed  at  least  two  months 
before  the  opening  of  the  session.  There  had 
been  a  generally-expressed  wish  that  the  ses- 
sion should  be  as  short  as  possible,  but  that 
was  always  the  case  every  time  they  met.  He 
proposed  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  object  the  Government 
had  in  introducing  this  Bill  was  not  to  alter 
the  policy  of  the  Act  passed  last  session,  but  to 
make  it  workable  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  Marine  Boards  should  be  consolidated. 
If  honourable  members  did  not  desire  to  alter 
the  policy  of  the  Act  passed  last  session,  then 
the. simplest  course  was  to  pass  the  Bill  to 
amend  it,  and  which  was  intended  to  amend 
it,  in  so  far  only  as  it  was  unworkable. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  remarked  that  there  was  no 
power  given  at  present  for  removing  incom- 
petent pilots. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  an  honourable  member,  that  he  saw  no 
objection  to  allowing  the  Bill  to  lapse,  and 
bringing  it  forward  again ;  whereas,  if  it  was 
negatived,  there  would  be  a  technical  difficnlty 
in  bringing  it  forward. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted on  the  following  day. 

Mr.  BRODIE  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  the 
following  members :  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  W.  W.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  R.  Graham, 
Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Rhodes,  and  Mr.  Brodie.  His 
reason  for  moving  for  this  Committee  was, 
that  he  believed  that  there  were  other  parts  of 
the  Bill  which  would  be  imworkable  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  the  practical  results 
of  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee 
would  be  that  the  session  would  pass  and  they 
would  get  no  Bill  at  all.  The  only  real  change 
proposed  was  that  the  Superintendents  should 
appoint  the  Marine  Board,  instead  of  the  Pro- 
vmcial  Council. 

Mr.  GILLIES  reminded  honourable  mem- 
bers that  the  most  certain  way  of  getting  no 
Bill  at  all  would  be  by  referring  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  It  was  the  desire  o(  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  Act  passed  last  session  should 
be  tried,  which  it  had  not  been  yet.  Besides, 
he  had  heard  no  specific  grounds  urged  for 
sending  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee.  He 
therefore  urged  honourable  members  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  Bill 
the  following  day. 

Mr.  CARGILL  thought  a  reference  of  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee  would  be  the  most 
expeditious  mode  of  dealing  with  it.  A  dis- 
cussion in  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase 
would  lead  to  that  confusion  which  the  Post- 
master-General was  so  anxious  to  avoid. 

The  amendment  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee  was  agreed  to. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL, 
Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  moved  the  second 
reading   of   the   Nelson   Waste   Lands   Bill, 
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and,   in  doing  so,   explained  its   provisions. 
The  intention  was  to  give   the  Government 

EDwer  to  leMe  lands  so  rugged  and  of  so 
ttle  value  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  -find  a 
purchaser  for  them  for  the  purpose  of  cultiva- 
tion, but  which  might,  on  lease,  oe  occupied  by 
persons  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tiiem. 
That  was  the  original  intention;  but  it  had 
been  considerably  expanded.  Such  land  would 
be  open  for  lease,  and  the  terms  would  be  very 
simple.  The  terms  would  be  twenty-one  years, 
at  a  rental  of  7id.  per  cent,  on  the  highest 
price  bid  for  such  land  when  put  up  for  ssile  by 
auction.  It  was  also  proposed  to  modify  the 
xegolations  for  leasing  mineral  lands.  The  ex- 
tent of  these  lands  wa^  enormous,  and  the  value 
of  them  was  indisputable.  He  would  remind 
honourable  members  that  the  province  con- 
tained the  largest  deposits  of  coal  that  had  been 
found  on  that  part  of  the  West  Coast,  and  that 
probably  the  wealth  in  coal  was  hardly  second 
to  that  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  an 
additional  power  given  by  the  Bill  to  grant 
prospecting  licensesj  which  were  not  altogether 
a  novelty.  The  hcenses  would  be  granted 
upon  the  payment  of  a  small  fee,  with  the 
tight  of  lease  of  any  portion  of  land  that  might 
afterwards  be  defined.  No  encoxiragement  was 
at  present  offered  to  persons  to  seek  for 
minerals,  and  this  provision  was  intended  to 
remedy  that  want.  There  were  large  quan- 
tities of  land  in  the  Nelson  District  over  which 
gold  might  bo  said  to  be  sown  broadcast,  but 
which,  not  being  nearly  so  richly  distributed  as 
■  in  Ota^o  or  Australia,  could  not  be  obtained 
except  by  hard  work.  It  was  proposed,  in 
order  to  secure  to  persons  who  were  working  on 
such  lands  the  cost  of  the  improvements  they 
might  make,  so  that  they  would  not  have  to 
pay  for  them  twice  over,  to  grant  them  gold 
leases  which  would  entitle  them,  on  the  sale  of 
the  land,  to  receive  the  value  of  such  improve- 
ments. He  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  he  should  feel  bound  to 
oppose  every  Ace  which  provided  for  the  leasing 
of  the  waste  lands  of  the  colony  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government,  as  it  was  calculated  to 
raise  an  unquestionable  class  of  Government 
debtors.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Begulations,  but  to  guard 
against  giving  his  assent  to  such  a  principle  as 
was  conveyed  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  only  principle 
brought  before  the  House  was  that  of  allowing 
the  Provincial  Government  to  determine  in 
what  way  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  should 
be  disposed  of  in  the  various  provinces.  The 
honourable  member  alluded  to  previous  acts  of 
legislation,  and  said  that  the  prmciple  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  struck  at  the  toot  of 
legislation  m  that  House.  In  the  hands  of  de- 
signing men  it  might  prevent  the  country  from 
obtainmg  an  adequate  revenue  from  its  waste 
lands,  and  place  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
those  engaged  in  pastoral  pursuits.  They  had 
an  illustration  of  this  in  the  enormous  mono- 
poly that  was  given  to  the  holders  of  pastoral 
inns  by  the  Land  Regulations  of  Otago.  l^ere 
Mr.  J.  C,  Bichmond 


did  exist  one  way  by  wfaioh  the  anomaliee  li» 
spoke  of  might  be  put  an  ei&  to,  and  that  wu, 
instead  of  sending  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Own- 
mittee,  to  move  for  the  appointments  a Sd«ct- 
Conmiittee  to  which  should  be  referred  the 
several  suggestions  for  the  alteration  and 
amendment  of  the  waste  lands  regulatians. 

Mr.  3.  C.  BICHMOND,  in  reply,  admitted 
that  the  principle  of  deferred  payments  was  a 
dangerous  one ;  bat  it  was  better  than  having 
the  land  imoccupied  altogether.  Ha  intro- 
duced the  Bill,  not  oa  the  member  of  toy 
Provincial  Government,  but  with  the  desire  to 
amend  thie  waste  lands  regalations  of  all  the 
provinces. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Mr.  Staffogd, 
Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  FitsG«iald, 
Mr.  Mantell,  Major  Richardson,  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Richmond. 

ENQUIRY  INTO  WRECKS  BILL. 
The  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill  was  farther 
considered  m  Committee,  reported  to  the  Hoose 
with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment 
Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  House  with  amendments,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-momow. 

STEWART'S  ISLAND  ANNEXATION 

BILL. 
The  debate  on  the  motion  for  the   seocnd 
reading  of  the  Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill 
was  continued. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thna^ 
all  its  remaining  stages  without  amendmenL 

PROVINCIAL  COUNCILS'  POWERS 
EXTENSION  BILL. 
The  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Extenska 
Bill  was   considered  in  Committee,  reported 
to  the  House  with  amendments,  and  rqion 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 
The  House  adjourned  at  five  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATTVBS. 
Wednesday,  4th  November,  196S. 


Postal  Service— First  Baadinn— Snpply— FinsBdsI 
—Appointments— Native  ASain--IjMTe  of  Al>- 
sence— Nelson  Tnut  Pnnda  Amendment  BOl— 
Bnqniry  into  Wrecks  BlU  — Colonial  Dataier 
Force  Act  Amendment  Bill— ProvlBoial  Coozidls' 
Powers  Kstanslon  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chait  at  five  o'do^ 

Pbayebs. 

POSTAL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  BRODIE  asked  the  Postmaster-Genoal. 
— {1.)  Whether  letters  from  Auckland  to  Great 
Britain  directed  viS  Dunedin  wonld  be  foe- 
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wuded?  (2.)  Are  letters  for  the  Anstialian 
Oolonies  retained  in  the  post-office  at  Auddand 
nntil  despatched  by  way  of  Sydney  ? 

Mi.  GILLIKS  replied  that  letters  directed  to 
Great  Britain  vid  Dunedin  would  be  forwarded, 
bat,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  very  foolish 
in  the  writers  so  to  direct  them,  as  in  that  case 
they  would  not  be  certain  to  reach  their  desti- 
nation by  the  same  mail  which  they  otherwise 
woold.  With  regard  to  the  second  question, 
the  Postmaster  said  he  examined  the  time- 
table, and,  if  he  found  that  letters  posted  for 
any  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  such  as  Mel- 
bourne, in  the  interval  between  the  two  Sydney 
steamers,  could  arrive  at  Melbourne  sooner  vt^ 
Dunedin  than  vi6  Sydney,  they  wonld  be,  and 
always  had  boen,  forwarded  viA  Dunedin. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
New  Zealand  Settl^pients  Bill,  Suppression 
of  Rebellion  Bill,  Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands 
Act  Amendment  Bill. 

SUPPLY. 

Hi.  wood  moved.  That  this  House  do  take 
into  its  consideration  so  much  of  Uis  Excel- 
lency's Speech  as  reUtes  to  the  grant  of  a 
supply. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  suggested  that  this  motion 
should  have  been  made  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  the 
mover  was  perfectly  in  order,  and  acting  in  ao- 
coidance  with  the  system  adopted  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  read  the  portion  of  the  Speech 
more  especially  addressed  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr.  WOOD  next  moved.  That  a  supply  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOOD  then  moved,  That  this  House 
will  resolve  itself,  to-morrow,  into  Committee  to 
consider  of  the  supply  to  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty. 

Mr.  BRODIE  said  he  concurred  in  the  ob- 
jection raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  to  the  peculiar  man- 
ner in  which  the  House  was  now  asked  to  grant 
a  supply.  If  Mr.  Speiker  would  refer  to  the 
comments  on  the  passage  he  had  read  he 
would  find  that  the  portion  of  the  Speech  re- 
lating to  supply  was  always  considered  in 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  might  be 
JDst  possible  that  there  were  neither  ways  nor 
means  for  granting  a  supply. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL.  • 
Jlr.  STAFFORD  moved,  pursuant  to  notice, 
for  a  tabular  return  of  all  sums  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  the  Government  of  New 
Zealand,  and  by  the  respective  Provincial 
Governments,  showing  the  date  of  the  au- 
thority of  each  loan,  the  Ministry  by  whom  it 
was  sanctioned,  the  amount  of  interest  and 
sinking  fund,  the  securities  in  which  and  the 
persons  by  whom  the  sinking  fund  is  invested ; 
X863^D 


also,  for  copies  of  all  Acts  or  ordinances  re- 
lating to  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  return  be 
referrod  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consider  and 
report  on,  the  financial  condition  of  the  colony, 
with  instructions  to  make  such  recommenda- 
tions for  dealing  with  the  existing  public  debts, 
and  for  determining  the  conditions  on  which 
future  loans  should  be  raised,  as  they  may  think 
fit ;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers  : 
'such  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
O'Borke,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  3.  0.  Richmond, 
Dr.  Featherston,  Mr.  FitzGerald,  Mr.  Brodie, 
Mr.  Vogel,  and  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  and  the  mover. 
He  said  that,  since  he  first  put  this  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper,  it  had  been  remsu'ked  to  him  that 
a  portion  of  it  was  in  nearly  the  terms  which 
would  be  made  use  of  in  moving  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  in  a  roundabout  way.  Of  cour:<> 
he  had  no  such  intention.  The  present  Ministiy 
could  hardly  be  held  responsible  for  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  colony,  and,  if  any  honour- 
able member  considered  a  vote  of  want  of  con- 
fidence to  be  applicable  to  them,  he  would  have 
gone  about  it  in  a  plain  and  straightforward 
way.  He  trusted  that  no  act  of  the  present 
Ministry  during  the  present  session ,  at  all  events, 
might  place  him  in  that  position  with  respect  to' 
them,  or  even  in  a  position  of  desiring  to  abet  a 
vote  of  wont  of  confidence,  much  less  to  originate 
one.  As,  however,  some  of  the  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the  Treasury  benches  appeared  rather 
sensitive  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  motion 
was  worded,  he  would  ask  leave  to  amend  it  by 
striking  out  all  the  words  from  "report"  to 
"  fit,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  thereon."  He 
thought  tbc  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
the  position  of  the  colony  financially  was  such 
that  the  House  ought  to  take  into  considera- 
tion its  present  state,  and  the  maimer  in  which, 
for  the  future,  loans  should  be  authorized  to  bo 
raised,  and  their  repayment  provided  for.  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  the  fact  that  the  return  laid  on  tho 
table  was  much  calculated  to  mislead  p  oplo, 
as  it  did  not  mention  the  large  increase  which 
had  been  made  to  the  debt  since  the  Slsfe 
December,  the  date  to  which  the  return  was 
made  out.  Such  information  might  and  should 
have  been  furnished.  He  believed  the  total 
public  debt  of  the  colony  at  this  moment  was 
something  nearly  approaching  to  three  millions 
and  a  half,  for  which  140,000  souls  —  men, 
women,  and  children  —  were  responsible.  It 
was  alinost  without  a  precedent  that  a  colony 
so  young,  and  with  so  small  a  population, 
should  be  chargeable  with  so  heavy  a  debt; 
and,  remembering  that  during  the  present 
session  they  must  incur  a  large  addition  to  the 
debt,  he  thought  it  was  quite  fair  that  the 
House  should  appoint  a  Committee  to  rci:)ort 
on  tho  financial  state  of  the  country,  and  with 
regard  to  tho  character  of  the  Acts  under  which 
future  loans  should  be  token  up,  and  more 
especially  as  to  the  mode  in  which  ultimate 
repayment  and  extinction  should  be  effected. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion.  It  would 
be  of  considerable  advantage  in  many  ways 
that  a  Dommitteo  should  be  appointed,  not  so 
much  to  inquire  into  the  general  financial  con- 
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dition  of  the  colony  as  to  report  on  the  present 
state  of  the  public  debt,  both  general  and  pro- 
vincial ;  tor  he  thought  that  a  great  deal  of 
misapprehension  had  taken  place  with  re- 
ference to  it,  and  that,  instead  of  the  debt 
being  found  to  be  £3,500,000,  as  far  as  he  could 
understand  it — and  he  thought  he  knew  the 
various  items  tolerably  well — the  whole  of  the 
General  Government  debt  up  to  the  present 
moment,  including  every  sixpence  of  overdrawn 
account  at  the  bank,  and  including  all  p9>- 
vincial  debts,  did  not  exceed  £2,500,000. 

Mr..  STAFPOBD.  — I  meant  the  amount 
Authorized  to  be  raised. 

Mr.  WOOD. — The  amount  authorized  to  be 
raised  could  not  be  considered  the  amount  of 
debt,  which  was  about  two  and  a  half  millions 
at  the  present  moment.  The  return  referred 
to  was  exactly  what  it  appeared  to  be — a  state- 
ment of  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the 
colony  up  to  the  31st  December  last.  The 
whole  action  of  the  Government  since  that 
date  was  fully  developed  in  the  published 
correspondence  relative  to  provincial  loans, 
and  other  correspondence  before  the  House. 
He  thought  it  would  not  be  advisable  by  dis- 
cussions in  the  House  now  to  anticipate  the 
report  and  verdict  of  the  Committee ;  but  he 
would  just  remark  that,  when  they  spoke  of  the 
amount  authorized,  it  was  also  necessary  to 
consider  what  was  the  revenue  of  the  various 
provinces.  In  1856  the  House  pa;6Bed  an  Act  to 
raise  a  loan  of  £500,000 :  and  that  was  thought 
to  be  a  most  prudent  financial  operation ;  he 
had  never  said  a  vord  against  it,  and  never 
heard  anything  said  against  it.  At  that  time 
the  whole  of  the  ordinary  and  territorial  reve- 
nue of  New  Zealand  did  not  exceed  £183,000. 
In  1862  the  Province  of  Canterbury  was  au- 
thorized to  raise  £500,000  for  specific  purposes, 
its  annual,  ordinary,  and  territorial  revenue  at 
the  time  being  £294,000.  Otago  had  lately 
been  authorized  to  raise  £500,000,  its  ordinary 
and  territorial  revenue  at  the  time  amoimting 
to  £399,000;  and  he  thought  himself  that, 
upon  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  question,  it 
would  be  found  that,  although  the  amount  of 
these  loans  might  appear  to  be  large,  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony  were  much  larger  still. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  moved  for  a  return  of  all 
appointments  made  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment since  the  first  day  of  October,  1862, 
setting  forth  the  name  of  each  appointee,  the 
date,  the  salary,  and  the  reason  of  the  appoint- 
ment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Dr.  FEATHERSTON— in  moving  for  per- 
mission to  lay  on  the  table,  and  to  have  trans- 
lated, two  letters  addressed  to  him  by  certain 
chiefs  in  the  Ahuriri ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
received  by  them  from  Matutoera — said  the 
letters  referred  to,  though  addressed  to  him- 
self, were  intended  by  the  writers — Kenata, 
Karaitiana,  and  Wirihana  Teatoo— to  be  laid 
J£r.  Wood 


before  and,  if  possiUe,  read  in  the  preaeooe  of 
the  "  great  pakeha  runanga ; "  and  be  con- 
ceived that  every  possible  encouragement  oo^U 
to  be  given  to  the  Natives  to  appeal  to  the 
House  on  all  questions  affecting  their  interest 
— that  no  measures  should  be  spared  to  inspire 
them  with  the  confidence  that  they  ooold 
always  approach  the  House  with  a  fall  assor- 
anoe  of  being  heard,  and  having  their  wrongs 
redressed.  Every  man  would  admit  that  thara 
were  no  chiefs  more  entitled  to  come  befois 
the  House  than  these,  no  Natives  to  whose 
opinions  more  respect  should  be  paid,  seeing 
that  they  ware  the  chiefs  of  Ahnriri  to  whose 
influence,  he  believed,  the  Government  most 
mainly  trust  for  the  preservation  of  peace  in 
the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay.  Not  to  trooUe 
the  House  vrith  havipg  the  whole  of  these 
letters  read,  he  would  briefly  intimate  their 
purport.  They  were  written  in  consequence  U 
the  statement  that  Matutaera  had  written  to 
Wi  Tako,  Heremaia,  and  other  chiefs  to  indte 
the  Natives  of  the  Province  of  Wellington  to 
rise  and  to  plunder  and  massacre  the  ]^ehai 
immediately.  The  Hawke's  Bay  chiefe  ex- 
pressed their  disbelief  in  the  tmth  of  tht 
statement,  on  the  ground  that  tiiej  had, 
about  the  same  period,  received  a  letter  from 
Matutaera  in  which,  instead  of  nrging  tbem 
to  rise  against  the  pakehas,  he  had  simply 
given  them  a  word  of  caution  that  they  sboold 
be  on  the  alert,  lest  they  should  also  be  attacked 
by  the  Government  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Waikatos  were  seen  to  have  been ;  and  they  ex- 
pressed feelings  of  indignation  that  such  as 
imputation  should  have  been  made  on  Matu- 
taera. His  letter  was  enclosed,  and  fully  con- 
firmed their  statement,  and  almost  made  him 
(Pr.  Featherston)  believe  that  a  wrong  ccd- 
struction  had  been  pat  upon  that  celebrated 
letter  addressed  by  Matutaera  to  Wi  Tako. 
The  next  letter  was  one  which  he  had  only 
received  since  his  arrival  in  Auckland.  He 
had  arranged  with  the  chiefs  of  Hawke's  Bay 
to  hold  a  meeting  with  them  on  his  way  here, 
but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  steamer  lesv- 
ing  earlier  than  anticipated,  he  was  nnafaie  to 
keep  his  engagement.  A  large  meeting,  Uwy 
said,  had  assembled  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
say,  and  to  let  him  hear  what  they  had  to  say. 
They  expressed  their  mortification  and  rtgiet 
at  his  not  being  there,  and  sent  their  letter 
that  he  might  make  it  Imown.  They  then  jto- 
ceeded,  in  a  most  affectionate  manner,  to  ttf 
that  they  hod  been  for  a  long  time  inquiring  into 
the  causes  of  the  Waikato  war — that  they  bad 
heard  the  statements  of  the  pakehas,  and  wsie 
anxious  to  know  if  they  were  true ;  bat,  in 
spite  of  all  their  inquiries  and  earnest  investi- 
gation, there  were  many  points  on  which  ibef 
required  information,  and  they  sought  their  in- 
formation from  this  runanga.  They  thai 
proceeded  to  explain  accurately  what  tbey 
had  heard  from  the  Maoris ;  and  it  vas 
impossible  for  any  one  to  read  this  doea- 
nlent  without  feeling  that  the  Maoris'  state- 
ment did  give  a  different  colour  to  lb* 
statement  laid  before  the  House :  not  that  it 
altered  his  opinion  as  to  the  justice  of  the  war. 
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hot  he  did  think  that  to  one  oonld  pemse 
this  doonment  without  admitting  the  calm  and 
trathM  air  with  which  the  Natives  laid  before 
(he  Hotue  facts  which  were  known  to  them, 
and  also  admitting  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  take  evety  possible  opportonitv  to 
offer  to  the  Natives  that  information  of  wfiich 
;thej  declared  their  want.  He  trusted  the 
letters  would  be  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and 
felt  assured  that  it  would  be  most  gntitying  to 
those  who  signed  them  that,  before  the  great 
'questions  claiming  the  attention  of  the  House 
were  taken  into  consideration,  the  documents 
containing  their  views  had  been  laid  before  the 
fions*. 

Hr.  MANTELL  had  great  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  motion.  He  had  been  requested  some 
time  ago,  by  an  honourable  and  learned  mem- 
ber now  sitting  on  the  Treasury  bench,  to  pro- 
«nre  an  answer  to  a  second  or  third  letter 
written  by  these  same  Natives  on  a  similar 
subject,  and  had  had  the  e:rtreme  misery  of 
fsilmg.  Ha  was  glad  some  means  had  been 
found  by  which  the  utterances  of  these  people 
oonld  be  brought  before  the  Assembly. 

Ur.  FOX,  aSter  getting  a  further  explanation 
from  the  honourable  member,  said  ne  recol- 
lected the  circumstance,  near  the  end  of  last 
■summer.  Karaitiana  and  Wirihana  paid  a 
visit  to  Bangitikei,  on  their  way  from  the  Ngati- 
manni  country,  where,  according  to  their  own 
account,  they  had  been  to  endeavour  to  per- 
suade the  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tara- 
naki  to  agree  to  a  reference  of  the  Waitara 
^question.  They  found  on  arrival  there  that  the 
second  war  had  already  broken  out,  and  turned 
back  to  return  to  their  own  place.  On  their 
way  home  they  passed  through  the  Rangitikei 
District,  and  so  he  (Mr.  Fox)  happened  to  meet 
Sarattiana,  itam  whom,-  together  with  other 
Natives,  he  a  day  or  two  afterwards  received  a 
request  to  gp  down  and  see  them  at  Kakariki 
pa,  a  short  way  from  his  house.  He  went,  and 
found  that  their  principiJ  object  was  to  inform 
him  that  they  bad  some  time  before  addressed  a 
letter  to  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  and  had 
never  received  a  reply,  though  they  had  written 
more  tiian  once,  and  they  were  desirous  to  for- 
ward an  intimation  to  that  efieot  through  him 
-pfr.  Fez).  He  undertook  the  office  of  making 
mqniry,  and  communicated  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell),  forwarding 
at  the  same  time  a  letter  from  Wirihana  to  the. 
Oovemor  requesting  an  answer  to  the  former 
one.  He  did  not  see  what  bearing  this  had  on 
the  present  transaction,  or  why  the  honourable 
member  had  alluded  to  it. 

Hotion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Mason 
for  one  month. 

NELSON  TBUST  FUNDS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  Nelson  Trust  Funds  Amendment  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


ENQUIBT  INTO  WRECKS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE  FORCE  ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 

House  on  the   Colonial    Defence   Force  Act 

Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House, 

and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PROVINOIAL  COUNCILS'  POWERS  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
seven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  Sth  November,  1863. 


Address  in  Beply— Leave  of  Absence— Financial — 
Marlborongh  Loan  Bill  — First  Beadings— Be- 
Udioas,  Charitable,  and  Ednoational  Trasts  Act 
Amendment  Bill— BUI  introduced— Deeds  Beds- 
tration  Amendment  Bill— Superintendents  In- 
corporation BlU; 

The  Hon.  the  Spxaeeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaykbs. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  the 
honour  to  inform  the  Council  that  he  had,  in 
company  with  several  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  presented  to  the  Oovemor  the 
Address  in  Reply  to  the  Speech  with  which 
His  Excellency  had  opened  the  session  of  Par- 
liament. His  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to 
respond  to  the  Address  in  the  following  terms : — 

"HON0nBABI.S   QeNTLEUEH  OV  IHB   LBOISIiA- 
TIVB  CODNCIIi, — 

"  I  receive  with  satisfaction  your  loyal  Ad- 
dress, and  I  have  every  hope  that  your  delibera- 
tions will  promote  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand. 
It  will  be  uways  my  earnest  desire  to  co-operate 
cordially  with  you." 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  KENNY  said,  before  the 
business  of  the  Council  was  proceeded  with  he 
would  beg  leave  to  apologize  to  the  Council  for 
a  transgression  of  the  132nd  rule,-  by  being 
absent  uom  the  deliberations  of  the  Council 
without  leave.  He  had  been  detained  on 
military  service  at  the  front,  and  so  been  uu-; 
able  to  attend. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  What  is  the  intention  of 
the  Qovemment  with  respect  to  the  memorial  of 
the  Provincial  CouncU  of  Mwlhorovigh,  asking 
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for  adjustment  of  the  Burplns  revenne  under 
the  6th  clause  of  "  The  Surplus  Bevenues  Act, 
1858 "  ?  In  bringing  this  subject  before  the 
notice  of  the  Attomey-Oeneral  he  had  done  so 
because,  on  a  former  occasion,  about  nine  or 
ten  months  ago,  he  had  the  honour,  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  of  Marlborough,  to 
write  to  the  late  Oovermnent  upon  the  same 
question ;  and  they  did  not  condescend  to  give 
any  answ,er.  Since  that  the  Provincial  Council 
of  Marlborough  had  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
Oovemment  requesting  some  adjustment  of  the 
revenue.  At  tno  present  time. the  revenue  of 
the  Province  of  Slarlborough  amounted  to  from 
£1,200  to  £1,800,  and  the  expenses  incurred  by 
Government  exceeded  that  amount  by  £601, 
^hich  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  out  of  the 
land  revenue.  Therefore  the  memorialists 
asked  the  Oovemment  to  remit  that  amount 
out  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  colony,  as  the 
5th  clause  of  "  The  Surplus  Bevenues  Act, 
1858,"  would  empower  them.  It  was  to  this 
effect : — 

"  If  any  portion  of  the  ordinary  revenue  shall 
be  received,  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of  the 
departments  and  services  specified  in  the 
schedule,  except  as  therein  is  excepted,  shall  be 
paid,  in  respect. of  more  than  one  province,  such 
an  equitable  apportionment  thereof  shall  be 
made  between  the  several  provinces  interested 
as  the  Governor  in  Council  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct." 

Under  that  clause  the  memorialists  thought 
they  had  a  just  claim  that  the  sum  of  £601, 
which  had  been  paid  on  that  understanding, 
.  should  be  remitted.  They  could  not  look  upon 
it  as  a  debt  upon  the  province.  Since  that 
time,  he  was  glad  to  say,  the  increase  of  reve- 
nue had  lessened  the  difierence,  until  the  sum 
of  £12  oqly  had  been  necessary  to  be  paid  in 
excess  of  receipts,  and  the  next  year  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  exceeded.  The  excess  of  expen- 
ditifre  over  the  revenue  receipts  was  caused  by 
the  salary  of  Resident  Magistrates,  the  collec- 
tion of  Customs,  &o.  The  amount  .collected  in 
the  Besident  Magistrate's  Court,  or  by  the 
Customs,  was  very  small,  and  consequently  the 
Provincial  Government  had  to  make  it  up  in  an 
indirect  way.  The  Customs  revenue  might  be 
said  to  be  principally  collected  in  the  Province 
of  Nelson,  and  part  in  Wellington.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  province  was  2,500,  and  if  the 
revenue  was  reckoned  at  £8  per  individual  it 
would  come  to  someUiing  like  £6,000  or  £7,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said,  for  the 
information  of  the  Council,  he  might  state  the 
complaint  in  this  case  arose  out  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  ordinary  revenne  amongst  the  vari- 
ous provinces  of  the  colony.  The  only  mode 
by  which  the  Govenmaent  could  reimburse 
Marlborough  would  be  by  handing  over  a  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  the  colony  and  taking  a 
portion  from  Wellington  and  Nelson — taking  a 
certain  amount  of  the  revenue  of  each  of  these 
provinces  and  handing  it  over  to  Marlborough. 
He  was  not  prepaired  to  disturb  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue  as  ordered  by  the  Act. 
However,  if  his  honourable  friend  would  intro- 
duce a  Bill  amending  the  Surplus  Bevennes  Act, 
Son.  Captain  Baillie 


then  it  would  have  his  attention ;  bat  he  (Ut. 
WhitgJcer)  thgugbt  the  honourable  gentlMnas 
would  have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  m^ing 
a  better  distribution  than  was  secured  at  the 
present  time.  He  admitted  there  were  good 
grounds  of  complaint  by  tiie  Mailboroa^ 
people,  and  Tanuiaki  was  much  in  the  tame 
way ;  but  he  did  not  know  at  present  how  the 
difficulty  could  be  avoided.  It  was  extremdj 
difficult  to  say  how  much  revenue  could  be  pot 
down  as  having  been  collected  by  Kels<m  or 
Wellington  and  which  ought  to  have  gone  to 
Marlborough.  If  the  honourable  member  who 
had  proposed  the  question  would  introdaoa  t, 
measure,  or  point  out  a  better  way  of  detlisg 
with  the  revenue,  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  wonld  be 
glad  to  give  it  his  best  support;  buthiilxHiaiii- 
able  friend  desired  to  interfere  with  the  en/taa 
revenue  of  the  colony. 

MABLBOBOUGH  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  remarked  thit 
he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  with  the  nest  qaestion  30 
early  in  the  session  had  it  not  been  prolitble 
that  he  (Captain  Baillie)  would  have  to  leste 
the  Council  very  soon.  The  question  m, 
What  is  the  intention  of  the  GovemmeDtwitli 
respect  to  the  Loan  Bill  passed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  of  Marlborough  to  oonstract  i 
tramway  from  Picton  to  Blenheim  ?  The  Lois 
Bill  had  now  been  six  weeks  before  the  Cdinisl 
Secretary  —  before  the  late  Government-tad 
had  been  handed  over  to  the  present  Qorcm- 
ment  to  deal  with.  On  a  former  occaakm  & 
small  Loan  Bill  was  transmitted  from  tlie 
Province  of  Marlborough  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. That  Bill  was  dissented  from,  althaa^ 
the  Council  and  the  House  of  Bepresentstiw 
passed  a  Bill  empowering  them  to  nufa  t 
tramway.  At  the  same  time,  this  bout;  t 
piivato  Bill,  it  was  transmitted  Home  fat  'Sa 
Majesty's  assent — a  course,  he  believed,  not 
usual  to  be  pursued  in  such  cases.  It  wsi  nt; 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  province  Uuttbe 
loan  should  be  obtained,  to  oonstruct  a  lailm; 
to  connect  the  Port  of  Picton  with  the  Wainn 
plains.  By  the  construction  of  the  railnf  t 
large  agricultural  and  pastoral  district  wrald 
be  o^ned  up,  and  thus  be  the  means  o|  io- 
creasmg  the  revenue  of  the  province  consda- 
ablv. 

■The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  he  hadai- 
deavoured  to  make  himself  master  of  the  ptpes 
connected  with  the  loan,  bat  he  was  not  aUe 
at  present  to  advise  that  this  Bill  should  be 
assented  to  by  the  Government.  He  would  es- 
deavour,  in  a  few  words,  to  give  his  reasons  bt 
determining  to  vrithhold  his  consent  to  the 
measure  for  the  present,  and  he  believed,  riisi 
he  had  done  this,  the  Council  would  agree  vitii 
him  that  the  present  was  not  a  fitting  time  t» 
carry  out  the  work.  It  appeared  the  Loan  Bill 
was  for  £75,000 ;  and  there  was  a  debt  alisadj 
upon  the  province  of  £7,000.  The  entire 
revenue  of  the  province  was  £8,000,  which  wis 
already  absorbed ;  and,  for  the  repayment  rf 
the  loan  or  the  interest,  the  land  revenne  woild 
have  to  be  depended  upon,  whiob  mold  M 
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admitted  to  be  a  very  nnoertain  income.  There 
weie,  however,  other  objections  which  a&eoted 
the  oalcolations.  They  propoeed  a  raiiway 
twenty  miles  in  length,  one  mile  only  of  which 
was  Crown  land,  the  remaining  nineteen  miles 
belonging  to  private  individuals,  and  which 
would  therefore  have  to  be'pniohased  from 
them.  Under  these  oironmstances  he  did  not 
think  the  railway  ooold  be  oonstmoted  by  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  proposed.  Mr. 
Dobeon,  Hie  engineer  engaged  to  survey  the 
line,  admitted  that  his  eaJoolations  were  on- 
certain,  and  that  he  had  not  definitely  fixed 
which  should  be  the  line  of  route.  The  whole 
thing  was  in  such  an  unfinished  state  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  any  definite  opinion  to 
be  given  how  tax  it  could  oe  carried  out.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Province  of 
Hulborough  might  not  come  forward  with  a 
plan  to  which  the  Governor  might  be  advised 
to  give  his  assent,  but  at  present  it  would  not 
be  possible.  The  Sapcucintendent  of  the  pro-, 
vinoe,  in  sendina  the  Bill,  appeared  himself  to 
doubt  whether  tne  scheme  could  be  carried  out 
nnder  present  circumstances,  and  had  appeared 
80  to  express  himself  in  one  of  his  letters. 

FIBST  READINGS.' 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill,  Enquiry 
into  Wrecks  Bill,  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  Provincial  Councils'  Powers 
Extension  Bill. 

BELIGIOUS,-  CHARITABLE,  AND  EDU- 
CATIONAL TRUSTS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  said,  before  ask- 
ing the  Council  to  agree  to  the  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  for  leave  to  bring,  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Religious,  Charitable,  and  Educa> 
tional  Trusts  Act,  18{i6,"  it  would  be  necessary 
that  he  should  point  out  what  were  the  pro- 
vigions  of  the  Act  proposed  to  be  amended. 
Hononiable  members  would  be  aware  that, 
when  real  property  was  vested  in  trustees,  and 
a  change  of  trustees  occurred  from  any  cause 
whatever,  a  conveyance  was  necesseu^  to  the 
persons  taking  the  place  of  those  ceasing  to  act. 
In  order  to  relieve  trustees  holding  property  for 
religions  and  other  purposes,  "  The  Religions, 
Charitable,  and  Educational  Trusts  Act,  1856," 
vas  passed.  His  object  now  was  not  to  alter 
that  Act,  bdt  to  ask  the  Council  to  allow  him 
to  introduce  a  Bill  extending  its  operation.  It 
often  happened  that  trustees  for  religious  and 
ehatitable  trusts  not  only  held  land  in  fee- 
■imple  for  such  purposes,  but  were  frequently 
Voaaessed  of  money  which  they  invested  m  land!. 
The  trustees  would  sometimes  die  or  leave  the 
-colany,  and  an  persons  becomiog  trustees  in 
their  place  a  oonveyanoe  was  required.  He 
would  ask  the  Council  to  allow  mm  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  in  which  it  would  be  provided  that, 
when  trustees  should  put  out  money  upon 
mortgage,  the  popezty  should  vest  and  be 
tBnderred  to  other  trustees  without  the  neoes- 
sty  of  a  oonveyauce.  One  of  the  olauaes  would 
iead  as  follows:— 
"  The  proviaioiiB  of  ■  13>e  BeligionB,  Otuucit- 


able,  and  Educational  Trusts  Act,  1856,'  shall 
extend  and  apply  to  freehold  and  leasehold  pro- 
perty now  or  hereafter  to  be  held  by  or  on 
behalf  of  any  religious  denomination,  congre- 
gation, or  society  or  body  of  persons  associated 
for  religious  or  charitable  purposes,  or  for  the 
promotion  of  education,  l^  way  of  mortage 
only,  or  as  security  for  the  repayment  of 
money." 
Iieave  granted,  and  Bill  introduced. 

BILL  INTRODUCED.     " 
Exeontian  of  Criminals  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

DEEDS  REGISTRATION  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

The  Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill  was 

read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 

and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  INCORPORATION 
BILL. 
The  Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Progress  reported,  and   leave   given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  four 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  Sth  November,  1863. 

Bonaway  Convlota— Address  in  Beply— Ooldflelda— 
Mana  Island— BeprMontatiOD—MlUtlii— Address 
to  Her  Majesty— Postal  Service— Kative  Minister 
—New  Zealand  Bettlementa  Bill— Supply— Nelson 
Tnist  Funds  Amendment  Bill  —  Bapinression  of  . 
BebelUon  BiU. 

Mr.  Spsaxxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

RUNAWAY  CONVICTS. 
Major  RICHARDSON  asked,  Whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take  any 
immediate  action,  by  local  legislation  or  by 
inducing  Imperial  legislation,  for  preventing 
runaway  convicts  and  ticket-of-leave  men  re- 
sorting to  New  Zealand  7  He  vrished  to  do  all 
he  could  to  avoid  argument  or  expression  of 
opinion;  but,  considering  the  very  great  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  he  should  consider  it 
his  duty  to  draw  pretty  largely  upon  the  facta 
as  they  might  not  be  clearly  in  the  recollection 
of  honouraole  members.  The  subject  was  of 
vital  importance  to  Otago.  There  were,  per- 
haps, two  things  which  it  was  necessary  he 
should  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary— the  actual  reality  of  the  danger  threat- 
ening, and  the  facts  connected  with  the  reme- 
dies by  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  meet 
that  danger.  The  dangers  were  represented 
under  three  diffnretit  forma — as  stated  by  the 
Constabulary  Department,  as  acknowledged  by 
the  Qovenmients  of  Tasmania  and  Victoria, 
and  as  espresaed  in  the  opinions  of  the  Snpec- 
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intendentB  of  Otago  at  two  diffeiect  penods. 
It  would  be  best  to  mn  thionsh  the  facts  oon- 
eUely.  On  the  20th  November,  1863,  he,  aa 
Superintendent  of  Otago,  wrote  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  enclosing  certain  dootunents,  as  to 
which  he  said, — 

"  From  these  it  will  be  apparent  that,  nnless 
some  more  stringent  measnres  are  adopted,  this 
province  will  be  inundated  with  the  tickefe-of- 
leave  holders  and  expirees  from  both  Aostralia 
and  Tasmania ;  and,  on  behalf  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  I  claim  the  interference  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  prevent  these 
ticket-of-leave  holders  remaining  in  the  pro- 
vince. Had  His  Excellency  been  advised  to 
allow  the  Criminals  Invention  Ordinance  to 
become  law  there  might  have  been  some  re- 
medy ;  and  I  forward  a  copy  of  it,  with  a  view 
to  its  reintrodnction  in  the  Provincial  Council 
this  session,  which  commences  on  the  SS6th 
instant,  vrith  such  modifie&tions  as  may  be 
necessary.  One  thing  is  very  evident — that  we 
shall  be  flooded  witii  the  criminal  class  whose 
sentences  have  not  expired  beyond  the  seas, 
unless  the  law  invests  me  with  power  to  restore 
these  criminals  to  the  colony  to  which  they 
belong,  and  unless  the  colonies  in  question 
adopt  some  preoantionaiy  measures  against 
these  men  leaving  before  uieir  time  is  expired." 

Immediately  after  that,  action  was  taken  by 
the  Council,  but,  unfortunately,  without  suo- 
oess,  as  the  matter  was  beyond  its  powers. 
But,  as  it  was  absolutely  necessary  as  a  matter 
of  self-preservation  that  something  should  be 
done,  another  Criminals  Ordinance  was  intro- 
duced, and  he  believed  a  copy  was  sent  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  with  the  expression  of  a  vrish 
that,  if  there  should  be  anything  in  it  incon- 
gistent  with  the  law,  he  would  point  it  out,  in 
(Oder  that  a  new  enactment  might  be  framed. 
In  the  meantime  the  subject  was  again  brought 
before  the  Provincial  Government,  on  the  24th 
November,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  in 
the  following  words : — 

"  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  bring  nndec  your 
Honour's  notice  the  fact  that  for  some  months 
past  there  has  been  a  great  influx  of  criminals 
from  the  Island  of  Tasmania,  for  the  most  part 
expirees,  and  of  late  several  conditional-pardon 
men — t.s.,  men  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for 
life,  but  who  in  the  course  of  time  are  permitted 
to  leave  the  colony  on  '  condition '  that  they 
never  again  return." 

He  would  direct  particular  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  pardons  were  conditional  on  the 
men  never  returning  to  the  particular  colony. 
Should  they  return  to  Great  Britain  they  would 
be  indicted  for  felony  and  be  subieot  to  re- 
punishment.  But  it  was  imipossible,  appa- 
rently, to  take  decisive  provincnal  action,  and 
the  subject  was  again  introduced  to  the  notice 
«f  the  Superintendent  by  the  Commissioner  of 
•  Police  in  Maroh,  1868.  The  Commissioner 
mote, — 

"  At  the  pteaent  time  there  is  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  criminal  olaia  resident  in  the 
province ;  and  I  am  in  possession,  per  noent 
■tails,  of  reliable  information  thirt  numbers 
«l  deepemte  •ffendars— tioket>o6-le«ra  boUua 
Major  Bichmrimm 


leaving  tiie  neighbouring  coknias  Iar0i» 
provmoe." 

He  was  sure  that  the  House  would,  sftet 
this,  a^ee  that  he  was  borne  out  in  the  soar- 
tion  that  the  subject  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  Province  of  Otago  and  to  the  wi» 
of  the  Middle  Island.  He  would  now  pioeeed 
to  show  how  luc  the  correctness  of  these  ttwe- 
ments  was  acknowledged  by  the  colonies  {n» 
which  the  men  were  supposed  to  come.  TH* 
Colonial  Secretary  of  Tasmania,  writing  to  tii* 
Colonial'  Secretary,  at  Auckland,  ontiie  Sljt 
January,  said, — 

"  I  luwe  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor 
letter  of  the  12th  ultimo.  Beferenoe  hsfii^ 
been  made  to  the  Comptroller-General  of  Coa- 
viets,  that  officer  has  reported  •  that  no  c(Hinet» 
under  sentence  have  escaped  from  this  ookaj 
to  New  Zealand,  but  that  at  the  last  mostocf 
ticket-<^-leave  holders  in  Jane'  sixteen  failtdto 
report  their  residence.  Whether  any  of  tlitH 
men  have  found  their  way  to  New  Zealsnd  I 
am  unable  to  state.' " 

There  was  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  Qiiel 
Secretary's  Office,  Melbourne,  dated  the  llA 
February,  1868,  in  which  it  was  said,— 

■*•  Your  communication  having  been  refeoed 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  I  am  ta 
state,  in  accordance  with  his  report,  that,  n^ 
the  first '  rushes '  to  the  Snowy  Biver,  Lunbmg 
Flat,  and  the  Lachlan,  numbers  of  tic]Eet«( 
leave  holders  left  this  colony  for  New  Sontt 
Wales,  and  were,  consequently,  reported  M 
illegally  at  large.  A  number  of  these  men,  it 
has  been  reported,  afterwards  left  by  nj  of 
Sydney  for  Otago  upon  the  first  rush  to  Ha 
goldfields  there.  Detective  police  are  itt- 
tioned  at  Sandridge  specially  to  boud  iS 
vessels  and  'search  for  and  aneat  all  tocb 
offenders.  Very  few  can  therefore  escape  ^ 
way  of  Melbourne.  But,  notwithstanding  tlu 
efforts  that  are  made  to  prevent  tbem  {nm 
leaving  the  colony,  it  is  not  found  possible  to- 
prevent  them  all." 

He  would  now  quote  two  passages  ftom  kt 
ters  from  the  Superintendents  of  Otago,  vIm 
were  in  possession  of  facts  independmtlj  of 
those  supplied  by  the  police,  snch  as  the  sms- 
her  of  prisoners  in  the  gaol,  Ac.  On  tlx 
4th  December,  1862,  the  late  Superintendetf 
wrote,r— 

"  I  know  not  what  language  ti  use  «laA 
would  adequately  express  my  sentimoitt  wiA- 
out  seeming,  to  tr^pass  on  that  reqieotfsl 
deference  which  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  ad^ 
in  all  communications  with  the  6«ui*l  to- 
vemment;  but  I  should  be  wanting  jbiiT 
duty  to-  this^province,  of  which  I  am  the  eldif 
executive  officer,  did  I  hesitate  in  aJBodif 
that  the  present  is  a  crisis  of  a  most  mow 
nature,  and  in  emphatically  calling  opoc  Hi 
Excellency's  Advisers  to  strain  every  nsn  tt 
arm  me  with  executive  powers  of  ■•  oiteiMN* 
character  as  the  existing  law  will  admit,  sadto 
urge  the  Imperial  Government  to  shisU  tti» 
province,  as  Victoria  is  shielded,  from  bMoaiuf 
the  oonveKing  point  of  the  nim'Tfr'  elsBMrt^ 
tin  AimlMiliMi  ffffl'Hiitt.'*' 
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On  the  7th  May  John  Hyde  Harris,  Esq.,  the 
present  Saperintendent,  ^rote, — 

"I  might  enumerate  memy  other  snbjects 
upon  which  legislation  for  this  province  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  its  welfare,  but  I  abstain 
from  so  doing.  At  the  same  time,  upon  the 
ground  stated,'  I  again  most  respeotfolly  but 
urgently  press  upon  His  Excellence's  Govern- 
ment a  reconsideration  of  their  decision,  in  the 
nncere  hope  that  they  will  not  find  it  to  be 
consistent  with  their  general  responsibilities  as 
the  Government  of  New  Zealand  to  leave  with- 
out remedy  a  province  situated  as  Otago  is, 
with  a  population  of  fifty  thousand,  and  with 
daily-increasing  interests,  to  flounder  through 
difficulties  which  might  be  removed,  without 
the  power  to  legislate  for  its  own  wants  or  to 
smmnon  to  its  assistance  the  only  legislative 
body  ixoja  which  it  can  receive  the  laws  which 
circumstances  absolutely  demand.  With  re- 
ference to  the  objection  of  the  Judges  to  the 
legality  of  'The  Criminals  Ordinance,  1862,' 
I  have  the  honour  to  observe  that  the  ordinance 
is  almost  a  transcript  of  a  similar  Act  x>a8sed 
by  the  Parliament  of  Victoria  in  1854,  and 
Which,  I  understand,  has  been  productive  of. 
beneficial  results  in  that  colony,  and  is  still  in 
force  there.  The  circumstances  in  which  this 
province  is  placed  with  regard  to  the  influx  of 
criminals  both  from  Australia  and  Tasmania  are 
very  analogous  to  those  of  Victoria  in  1854,  and 
may  therefore,  I  submit,  aSord  valid  grounds 
for  the  introduction  of  similar  laws,  especially 
when  those  laws  have  had  the  sanction  of 
aeveial  years'  useful  operation.  For  these  and 
the  reasons  urged  by  his  Honour  Major  Bich- 
ardson  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  March  last,  I 
capnot  deem  it  otherwise  than  as  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  the  colony  that  His  Excellency's 
Government  should  have  felt  themselves  com- 
pelled to  adopt  Uie  course  they  have  in  this 
matter  taken." 

He  might  remark  that  application  liad  been 
made  that  the  Assembly  should  be  convened  to 
legislate  on  this  subject  and  others  of  import- 
ance to  the  Middle  Island,  but  a  replv  was 
received  that  the  Advisers  of  His  Excellency 
did  not  think  fit,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stanoes,  to  call  the  Assembly  together.  The 
course  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Government 
was  lo  do  that  which  they  had  hinted  might 
receive  the  sanction  of  His  Excellency — to  copy 
the  Act  of  the  Victorian  Parliament,  which  had 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties. They  thought  they  would  thus  be  safe  ; 
but  it  appeared  they  overstepped  the  bounds 
within  which  they  could  legislate.  They  ap- 
pealed to  the  General  Government  that  some 
legiBlation  should  be  adopted,  and  he  under- 
stood that  the  Government  referred  the  case,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  Chief  Justice  Amey.  He 
would  not  refer  to  the  opinions  expressed  by 
the  Chief  Justice,  for  it  would  pom  him  to 
read  to  die  House  such  passages  as  these : — 

"Perhaps  there  is  a  tendency  in  wealth, 
especially  when  of  sudden  and  reoent  growth, 
to  regard  the  very  earth  and  the  inhabitants 
timeof  as  ita  own." 


At  the  oonolnsion  of  the  letter  the  Chief 
Justice  said, — 

"  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  law  may  be 
framed  which,  without  doing  violence  to  the 
just  dQe  of  the  people,  and  without  the  risk  of 
confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  will 
either  afford  to  the  Province  of  Otago  & 
guarantee  against  the  lawlessness  of  'sus- 
pected '  characters  or  make  the  '  suspected ' 
themselves  volunteer  to  leave  the  provinoo 
altogether." 

But,  although  the  Chief  Justice  thought  that 
something  could  be  done,  he  (Major  Richard- 
son) believed  that,  when  the  Judges  met  in  a 
body,  they  considered  that  nothing  could  be 
done.  He  had  now  laid  before  the  House  the 
exact  state  of  the  case,  and  he  would  now 
simply  ask  the  question  which  stood  in  his 
name.  , 

Mr.  FOX  admitted  that  a  very  strong  case 
for  the  interference  of  the  Government  had 
been  made  out ;  but  the  Attorney-General  was 
of  opinion  that,  after  the  views  expressed  by 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  would  de- 
cidedly be  worse  than  useless  for  the  Assembly 
to  attempt  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  Imperial  legislation  was  absolutely  neoes- 
sary,  to  secure  which  no  time  would  be  lost  by 
the  Government. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  to  inform  th» 
House  that,  in  obedience  to  their  order,  he  had 
waited  upon  His  Excellency  with  the  Address 
in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech,  to  which 
His  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to  make.the 
following  reply : — 

"  Gentij:men  of  the  Honsx  of  Repbesehta- 

TIVES, — 

' "  I  receive  with  satisfaction  your  loyeJ  Ad- 
dress. I  have  every  hope  that  your  delibera- 
tions will  promo'to  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand, 
and  it  will  always  be  my  earnest  desire  to  co- 
operate cordially  with  you." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  His  Excellency's 
reply  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  uio 
Journals  of  the  House. 

GOLDPIELDS. 

Captain  BALDWIN  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  present 
Government  to  retain  the  appointments  of 
Wardens  of  Goldfields  in  the  Province  of  Otago 
in  its  own  hands,  or  allow  them  to  be  made  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  province  ? 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  origin  of  this  question,  he 
believed,  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  in 
the  Goldfields  Act  of  last  session  the  power  of 
delegating  the  appointment  of  Gold  Commis- 
sioners had  not  been  re-enacted.  As  a  general 
role,  however,  the  General  Government  would 
accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Provincial 
Government. 

MANA  ISLAND. 
Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  steps  havo 
been  taken  by  the  Qoiyermnent  with  regard  to 
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the  claims  of  Tamihana  te  Raupaiaha,  Matene 
te  Whiwhi,  and  other  Natives  on  the  Island  of 
Mana,  in  Cook  Strait  ? 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  no  steps  had  yet  been 
taken  in  this  xuatter  by  thO'  Government,  but, 
as  he  understood  the  materials  for  action  were 
■now  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  no  time 
would  be  lost  in  taking  such  stops. 

BEPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  inquired,  Whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  Government  to  introduce  a 
measure  during  this  session  for  increasing  the 
representation  of  the  Provinces  of  Southland 
and  Otago,  or  for  readjusting  the  representation 
of  the  different  provinces  of  the  colony?  It 
must  be  apparent  to  all  honourable  members, 
that  at  the  present  moment  the  Provinces  of 
Otago  ajid  Southland  were  vejy  much  under- 
leprosentcd  in  comparison  with  other  provinces 
tvhich  hod  members  in  the  House. 

Mr.  FOX  regretted  to  say  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Govenunent  during  the  present 
session  to  introduce  either  of  the  measiires 
asked  for.  The  subject  was  one  that  would 
involve  grave  considerations  as  to  the  basis  op 
which  readjustment  should  be  made,  and  the 
claims  of  other  provinces  to  their  fair  share  of 
representation,  so  that  the  House  would  be  de- 
tained much  longer  than  honourable  members 
were  desirous  of.  Neither  did  the  present 
seem  a  proper  time  for  such  adjustment.  Only 
last  session  an  ample  addition  had  been  made 
to  the  number  of  members  for  Otago,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  now  to  legislate  for  that 
province  alone;  but  it  would  be  for  the 
Asseuilily.ncxt  session,  which  would  probably 
bo  the  last  of  the  present  Parliament,  to  make 
a  complete  readjustment,  to  that  constitu- 
encies might  be  prepared  for  the  next  general 
election. 

MILITLA. 

Major  RICHARDSON— in'moving.  That  it 
is  highly  expedient  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Militia  Act  should  be  strictly  carried  out  in  the 
Middle  Island,  until  such  time  as  the  whole 
male  population  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
uud  fifty-five,  with  the  exception  of  that  portion 
which  is  exempted  by  law,  are  sufficiently  organ- 
ized and  drilled  to  take  an  effective  part  in  the 
defence  of  the  colony — said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  subject  was  of  paramount  importance. 
If  he  were  merely  to  broach  the  subject,  and  to 
require  a  theoretical  concurrence  in  the  views 
he  had  uttered,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  should 
receive  a  ready  acquiescence ;  but,  unfortu- 
natelyt  a  theoretical  acquiescence  would  not 
meet  the  object  in  view.  Could  they  defend 
themselves  from  rebellious  subjects,  and  from 
<langers  that  threatened  from  the  outside  ?  He 
found  that  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  the  state- 
ment which  he  recently  made  ;ts  to  Ministerial 
policy,  represented  that  the  number  of  Volun- 
teers and  Militieunen  in  the  Northern  Island 
amounted  to  about  ten  thousand.  Those  on. 
the  rolls  of  the  Middle  Island  in  August  last 
amounted  to  2,291  privates.  Of  these,  Nelson 
afforded  about  two  thousand ;  and  the  re- 
mainder were  from  the  Fxcvinces  of  Marl- 
lir.  ManUa 


borough,  Canterbury,  and  Otago — 93,  101,  and 
73  respectively,  all  being  Volunteers.  It  «•• 
very  evident  that,  defended  as  the  Nortbetn 
Island  might  and  should  be,  no  provision  had 
been  made  suice  1853  for  the  defence  of  the 
Middle  Island.  It  bod  been  supposed  by  some 
that  the  Volunteer  movement  would  be 
able  to  meet  all  the  exig^ciea  of  the  case;_ 
but  he  looked  upon  it  that  the  Volunteet' 
movement  was  pecuUar  to  a  highly-popu- 
lated and  civilized  community.  The  Mili- 
tia and  Volunteers  were  drawn  from  two 
entirely  different  classes ;  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  form  an  e£- 
cient  Volunteer  corps,  unless  it  was  baaed  on 
a  compulsory  militia  law.  He  did  not  think 
that  a  mtiQ  had  a  right  to  the  privileges  ci  a 
British  subject  who  was  not  prepared  to  unda- 
go  the  organization  and  drill  necessary  to  make 
him,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  fit  to  come  to  the  bdp 
of  his  coimtry.  Various  arguments  had  been 
urged  against  an  alteration  of  the  Militia  Act. 
He  did  not  think  an  alteration  was  neeessuy 
just  now ;  but  he  believed  that  very  soon  the 
experience  of  the  present  connected  with  tlut 
of  the  future  would  msJce  it  desirable  that  then 
should  be  some  alteration.  One  of  the  objec- 
tions he  had  heard  urged  was  that  if  a  com- 
pulsory militia  law  were  enacted  and  carried 
out  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  inchse 
colonists  to  leave  the  province.  He  believed 
that  that  would  scarcely  be  the  case  if  th« 
measure  was  judiciously  carried  oat,  so  that 
all  that  was  insisted  upon  was  that  attend- 
ance should  be  given  until  the  men  had 
been  thoroughly  organized  and  drilled,  and 
that  proper  instructors  should  be  provided 
for  the  purpose.  But  he  considered  uiat  any 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  which  ht 
indicated  would  be  extremely  injurions.  Sup- 
pose that  the  Iililitia  of  Auckland  had  not  bees 
trained  and  drilled,  that  the  movemept,  wlu<^ 
we  were  all  so  much  deploring,  apiongst  the  re- 
bellious Natives  had  token  place  at  an  eaiii«r 
period,  and  that  Auckland  hod  been  invadid  br 
those  nomadic  hordes  who  ranged  to  the  soatk 
of  the  province,  and  who  were  said  to  han 
an  eye  to  premises  and  building  sites  in  Qaaes 
Street  — had  this  happened  before  the  Hilitii 
were  drilled,  and  before  there  wa.s  such  a  ftoa 
in  the  province  as  we  had  now  at  comnumd,  tht 
result  must  have  been  most  calamitous.  Tbert- 
fore  he  said  that  delay  would  be  most  dangeiom. 
But  he  had  another  reason  to  urge  why  ^ 
motion  should  be  adopted.  He  believed  litat  a 
state  of  preparedness  for  war  was  the  TRTbeR 
argument  we  could  use  in  favonr  of  its  beiag 
averted.  It  would  be  remembered  that,  wtasi 
there  was  a  change  made  in  the  constractiaB 
of  vessels  of  war,  and  it  was  found  that  one  of 
the  elements  of  Britain's  supposed  strengUs  had 
departed  from  her,  those  who,  on  the  Contineat, 
delighted  in  considering  such  questaons — meo 
who  were  professional  engineers,  and  otheis— 
thought  that  Britain's  real  greatness  had  de- 
parted also.  Those  who  looked  to  Britain^  m- 
premao^  as  a  guerdon  of  liberty  were  in  a  stats 
of  trepidation.  They  did  not  recognize  that 
there  was  aa  intennediate  olasa  betwe«i  ths 
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aoldi«n  and  the  naral  powers  that  might  at  any 
time,  under  a  new  organization,  b«  deroted  to 
telf'Jefenoe.  But  there  was  another  force  whioh 
iprang  roadily  into  the  field — that  of  a  hnndred 
•nd  fifty  thousand  Volunteers,  and  then  only 
were  the  threateniitgsof  her  enemies  averted, 
uid  the  hopes  of  her  friends  and  of  those  who 
depended  on  her  were  revived.  Oeneral  Sir 
John  Bnrgoyne,  one  of  the  most  eminent  living 
aathorities,  had  stated,  in  a  memorandum  laid 
before  the  Government  of  Victoria,  that  all  land 
or  marine  batteries  would  be,  in  a  measure,  in- 
effective, unless  supported  by  a  local  force.  He 
{Major  Richardson)  considered  that,  if  anything 
should  happen  during  the  present  comphcation 
of  affairs  in  Europe  —  should,  unfortunately, 
oanae  a  war  in  which  Great  Britain  might  be 
engaged,  or  if  war  should  occur  between  her 
and  America — the  Middle  Island  would  be  at 
the  mercy  of  almost  any  privateer  that  might 
ehoose  to  demand  from  the  several  ports  a  ran- 
som. It  was  on  those  grounds  that  he  now 
asked  the  House  to  adopt  the  resolution  whioh 
he  had  moved. 

G^>tain  BAXiDWIN  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  he  regarded  the  motion 
rather  in  the  nature  of  a  question  to  the  Eze- 
«ative  as  to  whether  it  was  their  intention  to 
take  steps  to  put  the  MiUtia  Act  in  force  in  the 
Middle  Islana.  He  understood  the  honourable 
member  to  say  that  he  considered  there  was  no 
necessity  for  further  le^lation:  and  there  were, 
apparently,  two  essentials  needed  to  enable  the 
Obvemment  to  bring  the  Militia  system  into 
operation  in  the  Middle  Island,  if  it  was  wished. 
One  of  them  was,  that  there  should  be  a  suffi- 
oient  supply  of  arms  to  enable  the  people  to  be 
trained  and  drilled — which,  at  present,  be  was 
sorty  to  say,  there  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  the  whole  of  the  arms  being  lent 
to  the  Northern  population  to  enable  it  to  de- 
fend itself ;  and  he  most  take  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  the  strong  sense  which  the  Govern- 
ment entertained  of  the  readiness  with  which 
the  Middle  Island  denuded  itself  of  the  small, 
supply  of  arms  there,  when  they  were  required 
in  uie  North,  and  sent  them  up.  As  would  be 
seen  from  papers  on  the  table,  a  very  large  sup- 
ply of  arms  was  expected  shortly  to  arrive  from 
England ;  and  when  they  did  arrive  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  be  in.  a  position  to  place  a  large 
supply  at  the  disposal  of  the  Middle  Island, 
.  when  steps  would  be  at  once  taken  to  organize 
and  train  the  population  of  that  Island  for  the 
purpose  of  seR-aefence.  The  other  deficiency 
was,  that  the  Militia  stafi  had  not  been  suffi- 
oiently  organized ;  but  the  Government  wonld 
speedily  address  itself  to  that,  and  would  esta- 
blish a  proper  staff  in  eaoh  of  the  centres  of  popu- 
lation m  the  Middle  Island,  and  provide  all 
other  necessary  means  for  giving  effect  to  the 
motion.  In  ttus  season  of  war,  and  of  incessant 
lamonrs  of  new  wars,  tiiere  was  no  doubt  a  cer- 
tain groond  of  apprehension  that  the  capital 
towns  and  seaports  of  any  province  might  be  laid 
under  contribution — that  even  ikweU-maimed 
msrohant  veseel,  provided  with  a  couple  of  guns, 
might  do  this,  and  might  reduce  the  population 
of  a  plaoe  for  a  time  to  an  «xoeedingly  tmplea- 


sant  dileomia.  -  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  highly  desirable  that  the  population  of  the 
Middle  Island  should  be  trained  to  the  use  of 
arms ;  and  the  Government  woald,,in  as  little 
time  as  possible,  take  every  necessary  step  for 
that  purpose.  Therefore  he  had  very  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  that  they  must  be 
greatly  indebted  to  the  honourable  member  for 
bringing  this  snbjeet  forward.  He  had  always 
supported  the  measure.  Volunteers  we  hsid, 
but,  as  far  as  any  national  movement  was  con- 
cerned, it  was  mere  bojrs'-play.  He  believed 
that  before  many  years  they  would  find  the 
absolute  necessity  of  arming  the  population  of 
this  country ;  and  he  was  sorry  that  the  snb- 
jeet was  not  included  in  the  resolution.  The 
want  of  arms  had  been  one  principal  reason 
why  the  Volunteer  movement  had  broken 
down ;  for,  however  ardent  might  be  the  mili- 
tary feeling  of  a  people,  they  did  not  like  to  go 
out  to  drill  with  umbrellas  and  walking-sticn. 
It  was  even  more  important  that  the  popula- 
tion should  be  armed  than  that  there  ^onld 
be  a  supply  of  ordnance  in  the  ports  of  tiie 
colony.  Qver  and  over  again,  for  these  ten 
years,  he  had  been  calling  attention  to  this 
subject.  There  was  no  reason  why  a  merchant- 
man of  very  small  size,  well  armed,  should  not 
lay  a  very  severe  contribution  on  any  port ;  and 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  obtaining  an  ample 
supply  of  guns  from  England.  He  most  firmly 
believed  that,  if  the  Militia  of  the  Middle  Islana 
had  been  in  training,  and  had  had  to  come  up, 
at  the  commoncement  of  these  troubles,  to 
serve  against  the  Natives,  the  war  would  have 
been  put  a  stop  to  at  a  very  much,  earlier  period 
than  it  would  now  be. 

Mr.  CARGILL  was  glad  that  the  subject  was 
to  receive  serious  consideration.  He  did  not 
think  they  ought  to  have  to  do  with  details  ;  but 
there  were  two  things  that  the  colonists  ought  to 
keep  in  mind.  One  of  them  was  that,  within  a  ■ 
very  short  period,  to  a  certainty,  all  the  Im- 
perial troops  woiild  be  withdrawn  from  these 
Islands  ;  and  the'  other  was  that  the  probabili- 
ties were  greatly  in  favour  of  their  seeing  Great 
Britain  involved  in  a  war  with  some  maritime 
power  before  many  years  were  passed.  With 
Imperial  troops  withdrawn,  and  no  organization 
within  themselves,  they  would 'find  themselves 
a  prey  to  the  first  marauder  of  the  enemy  who 
might  please  to  attack  them.  It  would  indeed 
be  a  most  wholesome  thing  to  secure  that  the 
male  population  of  these  Islands  should  be  suf- 
ficiently trained  to  protect  themselves;  and 
he  thought  that  the  carrying-out  of  that  idea 
could  not  be  made  too  general.  If  it  was  laid 
upon  a  whole  population,  those  hardships  whioh 
arose  out  of  a  system  of  exceptions  could  not 
be  felt ;  and  it  would  in  time  be  taken  as  a 
national  movement,  and  enlist  the  spirit  of  the 
people.  He  quite  agreed  that  Volunteering 
could  not  take  any  bold  upon  the  population 
here  unless  there  was  a  stringent  militia  law 
at  the  back  of  it.  If  there  was  such  a  law, 
then  a  good  Volunteer  force  would  probably 
spring  out  of  it— a  body  which  would  be  tiie 
corps  d'tUte  of  the  defence  force  of  the  colony. 
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He  \voald  oall  attention  to  the  neoesaity, 
even  as  the  Volnnteer  force  at  present  gtood, 
of  bringing  it  under  some  general  regulations. 
A  good  many  people  entered  into  it  in  the  dif- 
ferent towns  as  a  plaything,  and  they  spent  a 
|[ood  deal  of  time  m  concocting  aniforms  and 
m  discussing  the  question  of  arms,  the  result 
being  that  scarcely  two  corps  could  be  found 
similarly  armed  and  accoutred.  In  Otago  a 
considerable  sum  had  been  voted  for  rifles, 
whereupon  the  Volunteers  resolved  to  send 
Home  for  Lancaster  rifles — an  arm  said  to  be 
very  good,  but  differing  in  construction  and 
ammunition  from  anything  else  in  the  colony. 
Now,  certainly  all  the  Volunteers  in  the 
colony  should  use  the  same  kind  of  aims  and 
ammunition. 

Mr.  VOGEL  desired  to  support  the  motion, 
with  the  distinct  understandmg  that,  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  designed  to  offer  further  en- 
couragement to  the  enrolment  of  a  Volunteer 
force,  which,  at  the  present  time,  received  but 
very  inadequate  encouragement,  especially  in 
the  Middle  Island.  He  had  it  in  recollection 
that  very  recently  their  arms  were  withdrawn- 
from  the  corps  in  Dunedin  for  use  in  the  North ; 
and  that  they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
replies  to  communications  addressed  to  the 
General  Qovemment.  Ue  concurred  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North  (Major 
Biohardson)  as  to  arming  the  population  gene- 
rally; but  he  believed  it  waa-far  more  desirable 
to  secure  a  large  Volunteer  force  than  to  have  a 
force  not  distinguished  by  the  Volunteer  ele- 
ment. 

Mr.  PATEBSON  knew  that  there  had  been  a 
very  sincere  desire  in  Dunedin  to  take  part  in 
the  various  movements  that  had  occurred  for 
the  defence  of  the  community  at  large.  Several 
diflerent  movements  had  been  introduced  there, 
and  had  met  with  a  very  large  amount  of  sup- 
port from  the  population ;  but  the  want  of 
arms,  and  perhaps  of  the  means  of  proper  or- 
ganization for  efficient  training,  ha^  proved 
hitherto  insurmountable  obstacles  to  anjrthing 
effective  bein^  done.  He  was  well  aware  that, 
the  arms  which  the  Dunedin  Volunteers  had 
had  having  been  asked  for  use  in  the  North,  a 
supply  coidd  not  again  be  given  to  them  at  a 
moment's  notice ;  but  ho  was  certain- ^at  when 
there  was  such  a  supply  there  would  be  no 
want  of  parties  able  and  willing  to  use  them 
efficiently  when  their  services  were  required. 

Mr.  CURTIS  thought  that  in  case  of  an  in- 
vasion the  Militia  would  be  of  little  use,  and 
that  in  other  oases  a  Volunteer  force  would  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  thought  that 
"  Middle  Island  "  should  be  substituted  in  the 
resolution  for  "  colony."  It  had  not  been 
proved  that  a  Militia  force  in  the  Middle  Island 
would  be  available  for  the  defence  of  the  colony. 
He  admitted  that  the  Middle  Island  people 
had  sympathized  with  those  of  the  North ;  but, 
unless  their  services  would  be  obtainable  here, 
it  would  only  be  putting  the  oolm^  to  great 
Mjiwse  to  carry  out  the  motion.  He  bebevad 
mii,  it  an  invasion  was  oontemplated,  the  ezist- 
«na«  of  a  Militia  focoe  would  rather  kivito  the 
Ur.CargiU 


attack  than  ward  it  off.  He  thought  tliaUjlitM 
Act  did  require  amendment,  bnt  that  it  eoold 
not  be  done  this  session.  Ik  mw  a  sobjeet  tt 
universal  complaint  that  lads  of  riitaen  yeai* 
should  be  oaUnd  out  and  sent  to  the  fraest: 
old  commanders  said  •that  sach  lads  wen 
better  away  from  camps.  He  thought  tiiat,  if 
anything  was  done'  in  the  Middle  t«i«jw^^  4 
change  should  certainly  be  made  in  this  m- 
speot.  As  to  arms,  he  could  only  aay  tiiat  JSMI 
ago  the  Provincial  Connoil  ol  AuoUazid  voted 
money  for  a  supply  of  rifles. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  there  was  now  a  vet* 
on  the  estimates  o^  Oanterbniy  of  a  snm  far 
arms  to  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  that  Nelson.  Cinta- 
bury,  and  Otago  had  all  voted  moner  fccanns; 
therefore  the  stigma  impUed  by  the  bozMNinUe 
member  for  Auckland  Oity  West  was  not  de- 
served. He  (Mr.  Stafford)  looked  upon  thaspoit 
in  which  this  motion  had  been  received,  fstlMf 
than  to  the  substance  of  it,  as  indicattra  &*t 
the  time  had  come  when  it  behoved  those  repre- 
senting the  colony  to  encourage  by  every  meani 
in  their  power  the  growth  of  that  spirit  within  it 
which  would  induce  each  young  man  to  bdieve, 
as  he  arrived  at  manhood,  that  one  pazt  of  Us 
duties  of  citizenship  was  to  be  jMrepared,  wWa 
danger  threatened,  to  take  some  fair  share  ia 
the  defence  of  the  hearths  and  homes  of  th* 
country,  and  not  to  cherish  the  belief  that 
when  so  threatened  he  was  to  call  upon  some 
big  brother  without  for  asmstanoe.  He  hopad 
the  resolution  would  lead  to  direct  aotica ;  w, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  axputtin 
wealth  that  must  be  most  tempting  to  mij 
power  at  war  with  the  Mother-oonntry  showad, 
m  juxtaposition  vrith  that  wealth,  paifHt 
supineness  as  to  doing  anything  in  aebatm 
of  their  property  and  their  lives,  they  woald 
deserve  any  of  those  losses  which  tlrairooDdagt 
would  be  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  bring  sf» 
them.  There  should  be  an  alteiataim  in  tb* 
law.  He  had  seen  boys  going  oat  to  the  ftoak 
who  were  utterly  unfit  to  be  asked  mere^  t> 
carry  a  musket  to  Papaknra.  Yoong  uds 
should  be  trained,  but  they  shoold  not  be 
called  into  active  service  unless  by  thair  oaa 
consent  or  that  of  their  legal  guardians.  Bt 
certainly  thought  the  House  on^t  to  f"^"^^^ 
the  propriety  of  providing  some  heavy  otdnanas 
for  tne  defence  Ol  the  commercial  ports  of  th» 
colony.  So  long  ago  as  1B59  or  1860  the  qnas- 
tion  occupied  attention,  and  a  very  valoabis 
statement  as  to  oost  was  obtained,  as  owld  be 
seen  from  the  Joumsls  of  the  ^usa.  Than 
had  been  very  great  discussion  at  Home  aine* 
then ;  and  it  was  just  now  a  moot  qnestiea  ss 
to  the  relative  merits  of  defence  and 
But,  although  eminent  men  had  not  1 
what  was  the  most  deatmotive  mode  <rf  i 
or  repelling  an  attack,  that  was  no  reason  lAf 
this  colony  should  be  left  altogethec  nnee- 
pared.  He  hoped  that  'in  any  Isj^a  hjao  tfaaM 
would  be  an  mowpriation  for  the  aractiaa  of 
batteiiea  and  obtaining  ordnance  Car  tba  te- 
fsnee  of  at  least  srane  of  the  oommatoial  pod* 
of  the  colony.  If  we  cane  forward 
to  awiflt  oaxMlvas,  ha  baliarad  that  w*  1 
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fet  H(t<Uaee  from  the  Mother-ootmby,  so  ti 
H  gning  oa  some  heavy  guns.  It  had  been 
iao*  at  the  Oape,  in  Canada,  Haliiax,  Bermuda, 
nd  other  jdaces.  He  was  not  irithoat  hope 
tiiat  the  lai^  saoiifioes  we  weie  now  making 
vonld  impress  themselves  npon  the  Home  Go- 
Tsmment,  so  that  they  would  favourably  enter- 
iui  aoy  leqpeotful  d«n«nd  for  lane  ordnance, 
in  large  hostile  fleet  ooold  hardly  reach  us 
iriuout  being  mat  by  one  of  our  own ;  but  we 
mce  notorioasly  open  to  the  ravages  of  a  few 
{rivaieen,  and  the  first  notice  we  might  get  of 
a  war  with  America — which  might  come  at  any 
Bomoii,  owing  to  the  unhappy  feeling  towards 
nt  existing  in  the  so-called  United  States — 
might  be  the  appearance  of  an  armed  privateer 
ficm  the  western  coast  of  North  America; 
toma  fast  steamer  with  perhaps  one  large  gnn 
on  a  ttansverse  slide,  which  would  be  able  to 
lay  any  port  onder  contribution.  If  we  de- 
fanded  ourselves  against  such  a  thing  as  that, 
h»  believed  it  was  as  muoh  as  we  could  do. 

Hi.  BUSSELL  said  that  the  Oovemment 
had  felt  tiiat  the  provision  of  the  Militia  Act 
nfoiang  the  service  of  lads  above  the  age  of 
icrteen  years  was  a  very  hard  one — that  lads 
not  capable  of  military  service  were,  under  it, 
called  upon  to  take  Uieir  share  of  service  in 
tnm,  and  also  to  go  out  to  the  field.  The  Qo- 
mnment,  however,  felt  that  such  lads  ought 
Mt  to  have  to  undergo  the  hardships  and  pri- 
mtions  of  elder  men;  and  it  hod  been  arranged 
that,  except  in  oases  where  it  was  clear  that 
the  hardships  could  be  boms,  the  lads  should 
cnly  do  doty  in  Auckland.  This,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  had  been  strictly  carried  out,  and  a 
medical  examination  had  been  had  in  every 
CiM.  Anv  remodelling  of  the  law  would  not 
be  possible  this  session ;  but  he  thought  it 
woud  be  well  for  the  House  to  give  the  Oovem- 
ment power  to  do  legally  that  which  they  had 
taken  npon  Uiemselves  to  do. 

Mr.  BENALL  thoo^t  that  the  MiUtia 
should  have  the  same  privilege  of  appointing 
officers  which  was  enjoyed  by  Volunteers. 

Major  BICHABDSOM,  in  reply,  said,  if  the 
tarrioes  of  aa  engineer  were  not  immediately 
available  to  the  Oovemment,  he  thought  the 
XUtter  ooold  be  arranged  b^  an  application  to 
the  Oovemment  of  Victoria;  so  that,  if  the 
MOSKity  arose,  there  would  be  nothing  to  do 
bat  to  throw  up  the  defences  which  tna  Bn- 

ra  might  recommend.  In  the  meantime 
ordnance  required  could  be  procured.  It 
ms  one  of  the  groatest  fallacies  possible  to  say 
tiiat  there  was  Volunteer  spirit  enough  to  do 
iriiat  was  needed.  He  was  satisfied  that  there 
must  be  a  compulsory  Militia  to  begin  with. 
Once  get  that,  and  there  would  soon  be  a  satis- 
faeton  Volnnteer  force.  He  quite  agreed  that 
■  lads  of  sixteen  yean  should  not  be  sent  to  the 
front,  and  he  would  transfer  them  to  the  Third 
Class,  which  remained  as  a  reserve.  Some 
Obssrvatioaas  had  been  made  with  respect  to  the 
goldflelds.  He  had  noticed  their  progress  since 
the  first  miner  landed  on  the  shores  of  Otago ; 
tui  hsdeakkiad  that  tiiere  was  no  body  of  atea 
ks  had  f  v«c  met— in  any  oonntir  or  under  any 
rtmnMiitanfKW    in  whom  ha  ooold  place  greater 


confidence  than  in  the  diggers  of  Otago,  as  a- 
body.  They  were  a  peculiar  class.  They  were- 
superior  to  any  one  of  the  kind  to  be  found 
elsewhere;  and  he  had  heard  the  conviction 
often  expressed  that  they  were  the  very  ilite  of 
the  diggers  of  Victoria.  It  would,  however,  be 
for  the  Oovemment  to  decide  whether  they 
should  be  brought  under  the  Militia  Act. 
Alotion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  That  the  following  respect- 
ful address  be  adopted  by  this  House,  and  pre- 
sented, through  His  Excellency  the  Governor,, 
to  Her  Moet  Oracious  Majesty : — 
"  Most  Oiucions  SoTXBBiaK, — 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  sub- . 
jects,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  New  Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  submitting  to 
your  Most  Oracious  Majesty  our  heartfelt  and 
loyal  sympathy  in  the  congratulations  which 
have  been  already  offered  to  your  Majesty 
by  the  less  remote  portions  of  your  Majesty's 
empire  on  the  auspicious  occasion  of  the 
marriage  of  His  lU^al  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales  wiUi  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
cess Alexandra  of  Denmark. 

"  We  hail  with  pleasure  an  event  fraught 
with  so  much  importance  to  the  British  Em- 
pire, and  so  calculated,  by  the  Divine  blessing, 
to  add  to  the  domestic  happiness  of  your  Most 
Oracious  Majesty. 

"  We  desire  to  express  our  earnest  prayer 
for  the  future  happiness  and  welfare  of  their 
Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  to  renew  our  assurance  of  devoted 
affection  and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  throne 
and  person," 

It  could  not  but  be  a  subject  of  the  warmest 
congratulation  that  such  a  distinguished  alli- 
ance had  been  made.  Whoever  had  read  the 
modem  history  of  Europe  must  be  convinced 
that  nothing  tended  so  much  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people  as-  the  practice  of  those  private 
and  domestic  virtues  which  had  characterized 
the  conduct  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
and  her  late  lamented  Consort,  and  he  believed 
that  they  would  find  that  there  would  be  a 
repetition  of  those  virtues  by  the  Prince  and 
Prmoess. 

Address  adopted  by  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Qovemor, 
with  on  address  praying  that  he  will  transmit 
it  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  the 
throtte.  . 

POSTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved.  That  a  Commit- 
tee, oo&sisting  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Vogel,  Mr. 
Curtis,  Mr.  Rhodes,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  James  Wil- 
liamson, and  Mr.  FitzOerald,  be  appointed  to- 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  poetal  steam 
service  of  the  colony ;  with  power  to  call  for  per- 
sons and  papers ;  the  report  to  be  brought  up 
oa  Monday,  the  16th  November.  He  said  tt 
was  usual  fox  such  a  motion  as  this  to  be 
bionght  fotwaid  by  t!b»  Ck>veiiime&t,  bat  ha 
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was  glad  to  find  that  they  approyed  of  the 
cooise  he  indicated  as  necessary.  There  was 
one  contract  not  entered  in  the  report,  and  the 
inquiry  was  the  more  necessary  as  there  had 

>  been  more  complaints  lately  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Postmaster-(}eneral  than 
had  occurred  in  any  previous  session.  He  did 
not  throw  any  blame  on  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Lyttelton,  and  he  must  say  that,  in 
negotiations  by  that  gentleman  in  which  he  (Mr. 
FitzOerald)  had  had  the  opportunity  of  watch- 
ing what  had  been  done,  he  had  had  much  cause 
to  approve  of  his  judgment.  For  that  reason 
lie  was  the  less  prepared  to  attach  blame  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  it  was  apparent 
that  the  arrangements  made  were  very  unsatis- 
factory, and  that  was  a  sufficient  ground  for 
his  aslong  the  appointment  of  this  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion,  and  said 
the  Government  were  glad  to  find  that  such  a 
proposition  was  made.  He  had  intended,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  move 
such  a  motion,  but  the  thin  attendance  and 
'the  subsequent  Ministerial  crisis  prevented 
him  bringing  it  forward.  He  suggested  that 
Mr.  Gillies's  name  should  be  substituted  for 
his  own  as  a  member  of  the  Committee.  The 
omitted  contract  alluded  to  was  not  completed 
when  the  report  was  made,  which  accounted 
for  the  non-appearance  in  it. 

Motion  agreed,  to. 

NATIVE  MINISTER. 
Mr.  VOGEL  moved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
combine  the  offices  of  Native  Minister  and  Colo- 
nial Secretary  in  one  person.  It  was  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  the  motion  did  not  cover 
Any  hostility  to  the  present  Ministry.  He 
was  fully  conscious,  as  a  very  young  and  in- 
experienced member,  that  it  would  ill  become 
him  to  take  exception  to  a  Ministry  that  had 
been  received  with  such  hearty  applause  on  all 
sides  of  the  House.  When  he  heard  the  recep- 
tion which  the  announcement  of  the  Ministry 
received  the  other  day,  it  seemed  to  him  that 

:  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  an  honourable  mem- 
ber to  come  before  a  legislative  body  under 
happier  auspices;  but  the  honourable  member 

■  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford),  in  the  midst  of 
his  glowing  anticipations,  did  not  venture  to 
say  that  we  had  a  perfect  Ministry ;  therefore  he 

.  (Mr.  Vogel)  hoped  honourable  members  would 
not  think  that,  in  suggesting  that  the  Ministry 

.  might  be  improved,  he  was  taking  exception  to 
the  Ministry  as  a  whole.    It  might  be  said  that 

>  he  was  hurrying  on  matters,  but  he  would  ex- 
plain why  he  was  taking  the  present  course. 
The  mail  which  would  leave  on  Friday  would 

'  take  south,  and  also  take  Home,  the  announce- 
ment of  this  new  Ministry ;  and  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance,  if  they  could  do  so,  that 

.they  should  give  the  assurance  that  the  Minis- 
try which  received  the  support  of  the  House 
was  one  that  commanded  the  confidence 
of  the  colony  generally.     He  conceived  thaj:, 

'«B  at  present  constituted,  the  Ministry  had  one 
serious  defect.     It  had,  in  fact,    no    Native 

-Minister  in  name,  and  ao  Colonial  Seoietaiy 
Ur.  SHUOtnM 


in  reality.  It  was  perfectly  impaasOile  ttat 
any  one  gentleman,  no  matter  whaA  his  afaiU^ 
or  his  power  of  work,  could  give  proper  attas^ 
tion  to  those  two  separate  departments.  llMy 
would  be  told,  perhaps,  that  it  was  not  r^^ 
to  have  a  Native  Minister — tluit  the  Na^m 
were  equally  subjects  of  the  Crown,  with  EaB»- 
peans,  and  that  there  ought  not  to  bs  say 
special  distinctions.  But  he  did  not  think  Unt 
this  was  at  all  a  time  to  indulge  in  any  nak 
sentimentalities.  There  were  Bills  before  the 
House  showing  that  there  was  in  £aot  a  yaj 
great  distinction  between  the  two  races.  Tiej 
had  the  fact  that  this  Native  race  reqinad 
special  legislation — that  the  Native  qoestian 
occupied  almost  exclusively  the  eMemtiaa  of 
the  Ministers  and  of  His  Excellency  Hm  Go- 
vernor. He  thought  there  were  in  tiie  vaasH 
despatehes  very  clear  indications  tiiat  His  Ex- 
cellency had  not,  since  he  had  been  in  the 
colony,  time  to  pay  attention  to  any  other  nut- 
ters than  Native  aJlairs.  They  knew  that  Hk 
Excellency  had  not  yet  found  time  to  visit  tka 
Middle  Islsmd ;  and  that  he  had  never  once,  in 
his  despatehes,  referred  to  the  Otago  or  atitm 
goldfields  in  that  Island.  They  vrere  aixigt, 
perhaps,  to  accept  the  responsibili^  in  Natin 
afiairs  oflered  to  the  colony  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  ;  and  it  seemed  to  hun  a  very  fil- 
ing anomaly  that,  in  accepting  it,  they  sbMiii 
teJce  pains. to  do  away  with  the  deparbnsot 
which,  although  indirectly,  had  the  reyaai- 
bility  of  directing  those  ailairs.  When  the 
responsibiUty  was  assumed  directly,  the  ntti' 
tion  of  the  Native  Minister  wonld  be  afanodi 
exclusively  devoted  to  Native  affaira.  He  eoD- 
ceived  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  it 
all  events  for  the  first  session,  to  place  M  cam- 
mand  of  the  colony  the  services  of  a  gsotf*- 
man  who  would  be  able  to  devote  his  attantiOB 
exclusively  to  Native  afiairs.  It  was  not  is 
him  to  say  what  had  been  the  reasons  thatbad 
induced  the  amalgamation  of  these  two  offiesa 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  honooiable  isfSi- 
ber  for  Bangitikei  was  so  enamoured  ci  baft 
that  he  could  not  decide  between  them.  He 
did  not  in  the  least  wish  to  reflect  upon  tba 
honourable  member  for  taking  ofiSce.  To  do  ao 
was  a  legitimate  object  to  which  public  me 
should  aspire ;  and  he  had  no  sympathy  wiili 
those  who  so  frequently  declared  that  thery  bad 
no  desire  for  office.  But  the  question  witii  iim 
was,  whether  it  was  for  the  Interest  of  tbe 
colony  that  those'  two  offices  should  be  azaal- 
gamated.  He  considered  the  honouraUe  meal- 
ber  to  have  been  in  the  situation  of  Gay's  hHD, 
warbling, — 

How  liappy  ooald  I  be  with  eitiiar. 
Were  tV>ther  dear  charmer  away ; 

but  the  honourable  member  seemed  to  haM 
been  unable  to  add, — 

Bat,  while  they  both  teaae  me  togetber. 
To  neither  a  word  will  I  say. 
On  the  contrary,  the  hononrabU  membarhld 
committed  an  act  of  politioctl  bigamy,  and  mtt- 
ried  both  charmers.  He  (Mr.  Vogel)  did  ast 
think  it  possible.  The  late  Native  Viiriitsr 
was  notedfor  his  power  of  wo^  and  it  wsaast 
known  that  ha  had  not  had  anoo^  to  'do.    Bs 
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(Mr.  Vogel)  maintained  that  the  duties  of  Oolo- 
nial  Secretary  ware  to  the  full  as  important 
M  those  of  Native  Minister.  To  him  all  the 
duties  of  domestic  administration  fell ;  and  at 
a  time  when  so  much  depended  on  that  depsurt- 
ment — ^when  they  were  conscious  that  the  pro- 
greas  of  the  last  two  years  enabled  them  to 
make  a  stand  and  to  assume  a  responsibility 
irtiich  they  never  before  possessed — he  did  think 
fiat  it  was  most  important  not  to  ignore  in  any 
way  the  development  of  domestic  resources. 
Ha  had  seen  many  instances  in  which  distant 
parts  of  the  colony  had  suffered  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  or  by  the  fact 
that  he  had  other  business  to  attend  to  ;  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  at  all  approved 
of  by  the  colony  that  the  Secretary  should  now 
have  a  legitimate  excuse,  which  perhaps  before 
he  had  not,  for  neglecting  those  matters  that 
fell  especially  to  his  department.  But,  while  he 
claimed  for  the  duties  of  Colonial  Secretary 
equal  importance  with  those  of  the  Native 
Minister,  ne  could  not  disguise  this  fact :  that 
Native  affairs  were  the  more  urgent,  and  of  a 
more  absorbing  nature  —  that  the  demands 
made  upon  the  Native  Minister  were  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  put  them 
off.  Unhappily,  the  demands  upon  the  Colonial 
Secretary  could  be  almost  indefinitely  post- 
poned. By  not  answering  letters,  or  by  not  see- 
ing them,  or  by  delegatinjg  the  duties  to  other 
gentlemen,  he  could  put  on  one  side  the  work 
of  the  department.  Thus,  while  the  offices 
were  united,  there  would  simply  be  a  Colonial 
Secretary  in  name,  a  Native  Mmister  in  reality. 
As  no  one  could  have  physical  or  mental  ability 
to  attend  to  both  offices,  attention  would  be 
devoted  to  the  more  absorbing  one — that  of  the 
Native  Minister.  He  might  be  told  that  the 
Ministry  was  a  'new  one,  and  that,  possibly, 
after  the  session  was  over,  they  would  take  steps 
to  increase  their  number,  and  to  make  efficient 
aoangements  as  to  this  matter.  But  there  was 
no  disguising  the  fact  that  it  waa  a  coalition 
Ministey — that  its  members  were  of  eminent 
ability,  but  had  in  the  past  enjoyed  different 
opinions.  He  took  it  that  a  coalition  Ministry 
meant  just  this :  a  combination  of  men  with 
plenty  of  ability  and  plenty  of  diversity.  It 
was  in  the  very  nature  of  such  a  Ministry  that 
there  should  be  a  balsknce  of  power,  and  that 
when  you  destroyed  that  balance  you  over- 
threw the  Ministry.  If  one  link  was  broken 
the  whole  chain  was  destroyed.  Allow  the 
session  to  terminate,  and  the  Ministry  then  to 
add  to  its  nombeis  and  the  House  would  have 
no  sort  of  guarantee  what  set  of  opinions  would 
be  predominant.  The  Ministry  at  present  con- 
sisted of  five  members.  The  hesid  of  it,  he 
thought  he  might  say,  enjoyed  the  support  and 
confidence  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House, 
and  also  had  the  respect  of  that  small  minority 
who  still  held  to  ancient  opinions,  but  did  not 
think  the  present  a  proper  time  to  assert  them. 
The  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  the 
head  of  the  double  department,  was  also  a 
gentleman  who  commanded  a  large  amount  of 
confidence  from  his  known  ability,  his  known 
integrity  of  character,  and  his  known  powers 


of  work.  But  he  thought  there  was  some 
question  amongst  members  whether  the  ante- 
cedents of  the  honourable  gentlemfui  —  the 
opinions  he  was  known. to  hold— did  notto  a 
great  extent  place' him  in  some  measure  in  con- 
flict with  the  honourable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment.  In  fact,  he  need  not  go 
further  back  than  the  occurrences  of  a -few 
days  ago  to  learn  that  such  was  the  fact ;  for,, 
while  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei 
was  explaining  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  in 
that  House,  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Ministry  was  explaining  that  policy 
in  very  different  terms  in  th,e  other  House.  In 
that  House  they  were  told  that  the  Ministty 
could  not  listen  to  anything  like  a  making  of ' 
peace  with  the  Natives — that,  if  the  right  to 
make  peace  was  recognized,  they  were  bound  to 
grant  belligerent  rights,  which  they  were  not 
prepared  to  do ;  while  in  the  other  House  the 
head  of  the  Qovemment  was  talking  about 
"the  Native  war,"  and  of  making  peace.  If 
they  accepted  the  theories  of  one  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  terms  of  the  other  they 
would  be  in  a  position  of  having  to  send  am- 
bassadors to  Potatau.  As  to  Taranaki,  in  that 
House  they  were  invited  to  legislate  as  they 
pleased — a  carte  bkmche  was  given.  But  in 
the  other  House  the  head  of  the  Qovemment 
announced  that  he  had  strong  opinions  on  the 
matter,  which  he  was  not  going  to  relinquish. 
Even  when  they  came  to  the  land  qnesti6n. 
he  found  the  honourable  member  for  Bangi- 
tikei saying  that  he  was  not  inclined  to  inter- 
fere with  i^e  privileges  of  the  provinces ;  while 
in  the  other  House  the  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  said  that  pro- 
positions had  been  sent  up  which  would  com- 
mand his  inflexible  opposition..  To  proceed 
with  the  examination  of  the  Ministry :  The 
presence  in  the  Ministry  of  ,the  honourable 
member  who  presided  over  the' Post  Office  sug- 
gested the  attempt  to  give  to  it  a  Middle  Island 
flavour — very  desirable,  but  very  sligh^.  He 
believed  there  was  no  member  from  .the  Middle 
Island  who  would  he  more  desired  in  the 
Cabinet:  but  it  was  a  question  whether  the 
honourable  member  directly  represented  that 
Island ;  and,  bearing  in  mind  that  he  was  sup- 
posed to  some  extent  to  coincide  with  the  hcEul 
of  the  Government,  it  might  be  taken  that  he 
would  be  a  supporter,  generally,  of  the  policy 
of  that  honourable  gentleman.  He  (Mr. 
Vogel)  thought  he  had  now  noticed  all  the 
political  elements  of  the  Cabinet.  In  the  other 
members  he  found  simply  departmental  heads. 
The  honourable  member  who  presided  over  the 
Treasury  was  himself  an  institution.  He  was 
a  kind  of  inevitable  institution.  No  matter 
what  different  Ministerial  dishes  might  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  —  no  matter  what  the 
rtchaufft  —  the  honourable  member  was  con- 
sidered a  necessary  ingredient.  He  (Mr.  Vogel) 
was  not  there  to  deny  that  the  honourable 
member  lent  to  the  dish  a  very  delightful 
flavour;  but  he  could  not  recognize  in  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  political  element. 
When  he  (Mr.  Vogel)  came  to  the  last  member 
of  the  Ministry  he  thought  he  was  not  wrong 
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in  saying  that  that  honourable  gentleman  was 
the  pet  darling  of  the  House.  He  was  per- 
suaded to  join  the  Ministry  evidently  with 
very  great  reluctance.  When  he  (Mr.  Vogel) 
thought  of  the  undoubted  claims  of  the  late 
Ministry  upon  the  country,  for  the  very  valu- 
able records  they  left  belund  them,  and  espe- 
cially seeing  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitilcei  announced  that  he  would  follow 
generally  the  policy  of  his  predecessors,  it 
struck  him  (Mr.  Vogel)  as  very  singular  that 
the  youngest  member  of  that  Ministry,  after 
three  months'  service  only,  should  be  singled 
out  for  unqualified  praise.  He  thought  it—if 
he  might  so  say — a  peculiar  distinction  to  be 
aooorded ;  and  he  thought  it  possible  that,  in 
the  encomiums  passed,  honourable  members 
forgot  that  they  might  leave  in  the  history  of 
the  colony  records  that  other  members  of  the 
late  Ministry,  holding  more  prominent  posi- 
tions, had  been  almost  passecl  over  without 
^notice.    The  dramatist  spoke  of 

deeds  of  great  emprise, 

For  statesmen  rock'd  and  dandled  into  power. 

He  could  hardly  think  of  a  case  in  which  a 
statesman  had  been  more  truly  "  rocked  and 
-dandled  into  power  "  than  in  that  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  the  Minister  for  Colonial  De- 
fence. The  honourable  member  for  Kelson 
-City  (Mr.  Stafiord)  did  the  work  in  'the  most 
impressive  manner — he  who  was  not  for  the 
first  time  the  Father  of  a  Ministry.  Thus 
placed  upon  his  le^,  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  East  came  forward,  in  the 
most  candid  and  frank  manner,  and  told  the 
House  that  he  was  willing  to  accept  the  renion- 
sibility  thrust  upon  him — that  he  was  willing 
to  undertake  departmental  duties  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  political  principles ; — at  all  events,  that 
he  joined  the  Mmistry  more  as  a  departmental 
than  as  a  political  mem'ber.  For  the  present 
he  (Mr.  Vogel)  must  take  leave  to  think  that 
they  had  a  Ministry  composed  of  three  political 
and  two  non-political  members.  At  any  rate 
they  had  a  certain  balance  of  power,  however  it 
might  be  managed,  and  the  addition  of  any  one 
member  after  the  end  of  the  session  would 
assuredly  alter  that  balance.  He  wanted  to 
know  distinctly  what  was  intended.  If  the 
Ministry  intended  to  reorganize  during  the  re- 
oess,  he  thought  it  was  due  to  the  House  that 
it  should  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  informa- 
tion. He  knew  that  it  was  perfectly  impossible 
for  the  five  members  to  perform  all  the  duties 
of  the  Executive.  Hitherto  there  had  been  six 
members,  and  it  had  been  found  that  they  had 
not  too  well  got  through  their  work.  Indeed, 
one  member  whose  duties  were  not  previously 
recognized  having  been  told  ofi  for  the  De- 
partment of  Defence,  there  might  be  said  to  be 
only  four  members  instead  of  six ;  and  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  they  could  do  the  work. 
During  the  session,  by  sitting  night  and  day, 
the  Executive  might  get  through ;  but  when  the 
recess  came  thoy  could  not  do  it.  He  repeated, 
therefore,  that  the  House  ought  to  be  told  how 
it  was  intended  to  make  the  Ministry  a  work- 
ing Ministry.  He  repeated  that  he  had  notra 
shadow  of  hostility  to  the  Ministry.  He  simply 
Mr.  Vogel 


desired,  by  ghing  Qiem  an  oppoctmutj  foe  ttB 
explanation,  to  assist  them;  for  ha  did  tar 
that  when  the  news  reached  Home  it  waid4 
not  be  taken  as  a  Tnoof  of  sagacity  that,  wbUt 
accepting  responsioility  in  Native  afiain,  tiie 
House  was  doing  away  with  the  departiiMBt 
that  had  been  specially  created  for  the  admiwe. 
tration  of  those  afiaira.  If  it  waa  made  a 
Ministerial  question,  of  oonrse  &a  ojnnian  ei 
the  House  could  not  be  arrived  at ;  if  it  WM 
not,  he  took  it  that  his  motion  woidd  raoaive 
the  unanimous  approval  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TURTON  seconded  the  motion.  Ha 
thought  the  Ministry  should  be  strengtb^nd, 
so  as  to  make  an  impreasian  on  the  Kttiie 
mind,  and  thus  bring  the  war  to  a  Toam  spee^ 
conclusion.  He  knew  that  the  Natives  >■ 
Wellington  had  a  filial  respect  for  the  bonoo- 
able  member  for  Bangitikei  and  for  the  Sagu- 
intendent  (Dr.  Featheraton) ;  bnt  be  was  wot 
that  the  duties  of  Colonial  Secretaiy  amdNaiiTC 
Minister  were  inoompatible,  and  that  it  «as 
perfectly  impossible  for  the  honourable  membtr 
to  perform  Doth.  He  considered  that  tbea 
was  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Dilka  B^ 
who  had  made  himself  a  politioal  aiimiil.i; 
and  that,  though  the  honourable  number  far 
Bangitikei  might  try  to  do  without  hid,  kt 
could  not  help  himself.  He  believed  that  tbt 
honourable  member  for  Wallaoe  (Mr.  DiUsi 
Bell)  was  too  kind,  and  generous,  and  fadk— 
that  he  did  not  know  when  to  say  No,  and  tkat 
he  had  done  too  much  for  Hie  money.  Bat  s 
stronger  Hinistiy  was  necessary;  aotd,  ^^k 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangititei  b*i 
given  up  his  rightful  preaidenoy  in  the  Miui- 
try  for  the  sake  of  the  colony,  he  (Mr.  Tsitai) 
did  not  see  why  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallaoe  should  not  humble  himaelf  and  otne 
down,  from  a  similar  motive. 

Debate  adjoomed. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SETTLEMENTS  BOlt 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moving  the  second  readiag  d 
a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  settlemaDts 
ia  the  Northern  Island  of  New  Zealaad. 
said, — In  moving  the  second  reading  of  tiie 
Bill  I  may  take  occasion  to  obserra  thai 
it  is  the  great  question — ^the  keystone  of  ibt 
policy  of  the  present  Government.  Thepcinarj 
feature  of  its  policy  is  the  soppressing  of  ^ 
existing  rebellion.  That  is  the  first  and  bod- 
cipal  thing  we  have  to  do ;  and  until  it  is  aaae 
1  apprehend  that  little  else  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  Northern  Islaal 
I  intimateid  on  a  previous  oocasion  that  the 
basis  of  the  Oovemment  scheme  was  the  iatro- 
dnction  of  so  strong  a  population  into  tba  d»- 
turbed  districts  of  the  colony  that,  tot  the 
future,  the  Natives  might  be  deterred  from  sil 
hope  of  successful  resistance  to  the  estabhdh 
ment  of  law  in  the  Northern  Island.  In  oidet 
to  establish  the  ;^pulation  which  the  Qonor 
ment  intends  to  mtrodnoe,  it  is  absolutely  et- 
sential  that  it  should  have  the  land  on  which  to 
establish  them.  It  would  be  very  easy,  no 
doubt,  for  the  Oovemment  to  enlist  coiaider- 
able  bodies  of  men  in  Australia,  at  Ute  Otago 
diggings,  and  in  the  other  ooloiiies  for  t^- 
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pataij  service,  in  the  same  maimer  as  has  been 
done  for  the  Defence  Force.    But  that  would 
be  of  little  valae ;  it  would  be  simply  a  tempo- 
laiy  measure,  and  probably  many  of  the  men, 
as  tiieir  serrioes  were  dispensed  with,  would 
leave  this  Isleind,  if  not  the  colony,  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  at  no  remote  period  we  should 
£nd  ourselves  in  circumstances  similar  to  those 
before  the  introduction  of  the  force.    What  ia 
required  is  4  large  population,  practically  out- 
numbering that  of  the  Natives  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  rebellion  exists,  or  may  exist,  to 
be  permanently  settled,  with  ownership  of  the 
land,  so  that  tiiey  may  not  only  have  an  inter- 
est, but  the  ability,  to  defend  their  homes  from 
future  aggression;  and  to  effect  this  the  Oo- 
vemment  looks  to  the  lands  of  those  tribes  who 
have  been  in  rebellion.    There  is  no  injustice 
in  taking  the  lands  of  such  tribes,  not  by  way 
of  punishment,  or  of  reducing  the  tribes  from 
the  position  they  now  hold,  but  simply  as  a 
substantial  guarantee^  for  the  future  peace  and 
consolidation  of  the  colony.    This  BiU  provides 
for  that  object.     One  very  material  question 
as  to  the  practical  working  of  the  measure  is, 
whether  there  is  likely  to  be,  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  a  snfiScient  quantity  of  land  for  the  large 
number  of  Europeans  to  be  introduced,  without 
dispossessing  the  Natives,  and  so  drivilig  them 
to  tiie  hills  and  extinguishing  the  race.    I  am 
glad  to  say  that,  on  examining  a  carefully-pre- 
pared approximate  return  of  the  acreage  which 
M  inoladed  in  those  districts  where  rebellion 
-exists — and  in  which  alone,  at  present,  the  Oo- 
vemment  has  any  intention  of  extended  opera- 
tions— there  appear  to  be  at  least  4,000,000 
-acres  of  land  available  for  the  purpose.    In  the 
Upper  Waikato  there  are  2,000,000  acres ;  in 
the  Lower  Waikato,  below  the  junction  of  the 
two  rivers,  550,000  acres ;  the  Thames  and  Piako, 
710,000  acres;   Taranaki,  north  of  the   town, 
'600,000  acres ;  and  south  of  the  town  and  up  to 
the  Waitara,  650,000  acres.    In  the  whole  of 
these  districts  the  Natives  are  now,  practically, 
in  rebellion.    The  amount  of  land,  therefore, 
-seems  to  be  ample  for  the  object^in  view — that 
of  establishing  a  population  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  souls,  in  addition  to  the  body 
partitilly  enrolled  and   now  being   enrolled  in 
this  province.    The  Government  has  thought 
it  a  preferable  course  that,  instead  of  declaring 
by    enactment   that    any    particular    district 
should  be  confiscated,  the  House  should  simply 
.give  the  Executive  the  power  from   time  to 
time  to  take  those  districts  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  and  that,  in  terms  of 
the  Act,  the  power  should  be  made  general  over 
those  distoibts,  excepting  only  those  portions 
which  have  passed  into  individueJ  property, 
either  of  Natives  or  Europeans,  under  the  two 
species  of  title  at  present  known — that  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  ownership  under  the  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion, or  a  Crown  grant.    But  the  Government 
is  for  from  proposing,  as  is  thought  by  some,  to 
take  without  any  compensation  the  land  of  any 
Natives  whatever,  unless  of   those  who  have 
been  in  actual  rebellion ;  so  that,  if  in  any  dis- 
trict it  should  appear  that  any  section  of  the 
Natives  have  not  been  in  rebellion,  it  will  be 


open  for  them  to  receive  compensation  as 
awarded  by  the  Oourt  to  be  constituted  under 
this  Bill.  So,  again,  if,  in  any  other  parts  than 
those  in  which  rebellion  has  existed,  it  should 
hereafter  become  essential  for  the  Government 
to  take  lands  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill,  com- 
pensation will  be  provided  there  also ;  and 
there  will  be  no  instance  in  which  the  Govem-t 
ment  will  do  other  than  would  be  done  by  the 
British  Government  if  it  wanted  land,  say,  for 
a  railway  or  any  other  public  purpose,  except 
where  the  Natives  have  been  in  actual  rebM- 
lion.  The  classes  of  persons  not  entitled  to 
compensation  will  be  those  enumerated  in  the 
4th  clause  of  the  Bill  :— 

"  (1.)  .Who  shall  have  been  engaged  in  levying 
or  making  war  or  carrying  arms  against  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  or  Her  Majesty's  forces  in 
New  Zealand ;  or  (2)  who  shall  have  adhered  to, 
aided,  assisted,  or  comforted  any  such  persons 
as  aforesaid ;  or  (8)  who  shall  have  counselled, 
advised,  induced,  enticed,  persuaded,  or  con- 
spired with  any  other  person  to  inake  or  levy 
war  against  Her  Majesty,  or  to  carry  arms 
against  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  New  Zealand, 
or  to  join  with  or  assist  any  such  persons  as 
are  before  mentioned  in  subsections  one  and 
two ;  or  (4)  who,  in  furtherance  or  in  execution 
of  the  designs  of  any  such  persons  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  been,  either  as  principal  or  accessory, 
concerned  in  any  outrage  against  person  or 
property." 

Then,  to  establish  the  rights  of  claimants  to 
compensation,  and  the  amounts  to  be  paid,  the 
ordinary  machinery  of  Courts  of  investigation 
and  adjudication  is  provided  by  the  Act.  The 
only  provision  of  the  Act  which  remains  to  be 
noticed  is  that  the  moneys  received  from  the 
sale  of  surplus  lands,  after  locating  the  pro- 
posed settlers,  is  to  be  applied  in  repayment  -ot 
the  cost  of  suppressing  the  insurrection.  The 
clause  as  it  stands  has  been  reconsidered,  and 
in  Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  move 
some  alteration.  The  Government  has  thought, 
upon  further  consideration,  that  it  would  be 
injudicious  too  specifically  to  determine  the 
appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  lands  referred  to  —  that  it  is  better  to  use. 
general  terms ;  and  such  vrill  be  the  effect  of 
the  alteration  which  I  shall  hereafter  propose. 
I  believe  that  there  will  be  very  little  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  House  as  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  measure.  As  to  the  details 
there  may  be  much  difference,  particularly, 
perhaps,  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  proposed 
Courts  of  adjudication;  and  that  will  be  pro- 
perly discussed  in  Committee. 
Mr.  GILLIES  seconded  the  motion'. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD.— I  am  perfectly  unprc 
pared  to  address  the  House,  but  I  cannot  allow 
the  second  reading  of  this  BiU  to  pass  in  silence. 
I  feel  that  no  such  Bill  ought  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  House  until  we  have  had  ample 
and  full  opportunity  of  discussing  the  policy  of 
the  late  Ministers — of  discussing  what  has  taken 
place  since  the  House  broke  up  last  year,  in 
order  that,  by  the  consideration  of  that  policy 
and  those  events,  we  might  make  up  our  minds 
as  to  how  far  the  Government  itself  has  been. 
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{he  cfttise  of  the  evils  under  which  this  colony 
now  lies ;  becanse  it  is  perfectly  obvions  that 
car  judgment  aa  to  the  necessity  of  so  great 
and  sweeping  a  measure  as  that  now  presented 
to  the  House  must  mainly  depend  upon  the 
view  which  we  may  take  of  the  attitude  of  the 
Natives  towards  the  Government,  and  how  far 
that  attitude  has  been  occasioned  by  the  action 
of  the  Qovemment.  However  we  may  think 
this  Bill  necessary  at  the  present  crisis  of  the 
colony,  let  us  not  blind  ourselves  to  what  the 
meaning  of  this  Bill  is,  and  what  its  possible 
effect  may  be.  This  Bill  is  a  repeal,  upon  the 
face  of  it,  of  every  engagement  of  every  kind 
whatsoever  which  has  been  made  by  the  Britisl) 
Crown  with  the  Natives  from  the  first  day  when 
this  was  a  colony  of  the  Crown.  Kay,  so  deeply 
do  I  feel  this  to  bo  the  case  that  my  great  reliance 
is  placed  i^n  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill — that 
this  Act  shall  not  come  into  operation  until  it 
has  been  assented  to  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 
I  am  as  satisfied  as  I  ever  was  of  any  future 
event  that  Her  Majesty  will  never  be  advised 
to  give  her  assent  to  this  measure.  This  Bill 
professes  to  give  absolute  and  arbitrary  power 
to  the  Oovernment  of  the  colony  to  enter  upon 
all  Native  lands  whatsoever  in  this  colony, 
whether  they  belong  to  Natives  who  have  raised 
their  arms  against  Her  Majesty,  or  whether  they 
belong  to  men  who  have  fought,  war  after  war, 
on  our  side.  It  gives  power  to  the  Governor 
of  this  colony,  advised  as  he  may  be  by  aaj 
Ministry  sitting  on  that  bench,  to  violate  every 
engagement  which  has  ever  been  made  with 
those.Natives,  and  to  confiscate  their  lands  upon 
any  imaginary  or  conceivable  wrong.  This,  Sir, 
is  proposed  to  be  done ;  this  great — ^what  I  call 
this  enormous — crime  is  proposed  to  be  per- 
petrated against  a  race  to  whom  we  have  refused 
the  right  of  representation  in  this  House ;  who 
at  this  moment  are  totally  and  absolutely  in 
ignorance  that  we  are  about  to  make  this  great 
invasion  upon  their  privileges,  and  who  are  un- 
able to  appear.at  our  bar  to  plead  their  cause. 
I  know  that  it  has  sometimes  been  said  that 
the  policy  which  has  been  advocated  by  one 
party  in  uiis  countty  has  been  apolicy  dictated 
solely  by  the  desire  to  acquire  lands  for  the 
settlers.  I  know  how  honourable  members  and 
persons  throughout  the  country  who  have  been 
accused  of  that  idea  have  rejected  it  with  the 
most  indignant  language,  and  have  spoken  as 
if  we  had  accused  them  of  some  crime  of  which 
they  were  incapable.  Well,  what  place  will 
this  Bill  hold  when  it  ^oes  Home  7  What  in- 
terpretation will  be  given  to  it  by  those  who 
are  criticising  our  acts  in  England  ?  Why,  it 
will  confirm  every  charge  that  has  been  made 
against  the  settlers  of  a  desire  to  acquire  land 
from  the  Natives.  It  will  go  Home  that  we 
have  proposed  one  entire  and  enormous  con- 
fiscation of  the  whole  lands  of  the  Natives — at 
all  events,  that  we  have  authorized  the  Govern- 
ment to  commit  .that  confiscation  ;  that  we 
have  debarred  ourselves,  from  this  time  hence- 
forth, of  the  power  of  preventing  any  act  of 
wrong  done  by  the  Governor;  5iat  we  have 
lemoved  from  him  the  control  of  the  law  and 
of  those  ancient  treaties  with  the  Natives  which 
Mr.  FiUGerald 


the  Crown  has  entered  into;  that  we  lune 
opened  the  door  to  any  amount  of  arbitzaiy 
wrong  which  ma^^  be  committed  upon  that 
race.  That,  I  say,  unquestionably,  is  the 
language  which  will  be  held  with  reference  to 
this  Bill  by  those  who  are  criticising  our  otai- 
duct  in  England.  This  Bill  proposes  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  at  any  tim» 
to  declare  any  lands  of  the  Native  race  what- 
soever to  be  Crown  lands.  Apart  from  the 
question  of  confiscation  I  object  to  this  apon 
these  two  grounds:  I  object,  first,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi,  which  has  distinctly  guaranteed 
and  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Crown  that 
the  lands  of  the  Natives  shall  not  be  taJca 
from  them  except  by  the  ordinary  process 
of  law — that  is,  taken  within  the  meaning  oi 
the  Treaty.  Again,  I  object  because  I  conoeiw 
the  provision  to  be  in  direct  opposition  to  tint 
section  of  the  Constitution  Act  which  ddais 
us  from  making  any  law  which  is  repng^iant  to 
the  law  of  England.  There  is  some  difficulty 
in  interpreting  the  meaning  of  that  vagne  ex- 
pression "  repugnant  to  the  law  ; "  bat  this 
much  I  think  we  may  assume :  that  it  is 
repugnant  to  the  law  of  England  to  pass  any 
general  statute  for  the  acquisition  of  pdvsM 
estate.  It  has  been  the  universal  practice  of 
the  English  Parliament  never  to  pass  any  Act 
which  shall  bear  that-  character,  and  that, 
when  it  finds  it  necessary  for  a  certain  poipoM 
to  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  take  povBte 
lands  for  public  uses,  it  does  so  by  an  Act  in 
each  case  specifying  the  land  so  to  be  taken, 
and  providing  the  most  ample'  opportonity  for 
the  person  proposed  to  be  aggrieved  to  come 
before  ParUament  by  counsel  and  to  plead  his 
cause.  If  there  is  anything  which  can  bemora 
repugnant  to  the  law  of  England  than  annthw, 
surely  it  is  that  we  shall  take  property  in  the 
absence  of  those  who  are  the  owners  of  that 
property.  I  believe  that  it  will  not  be  ooc- 
tradicted  by  lawyers  that  an  Act  for  a  general 
taking  of  private  property  for  public  purpotes 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  the  custom  d 
the  English  ItCw.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  ieaj 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  take  indrriduil 
estate,  after  giving  due  notice  to  the  paitit* 
concerned  in  order  that  they  may  be  heard  m 
opposition ;  but  I  do  deny  the  right  of  mj 
Legislative  Assembly  to  pass  a  general  measoie 
to  take  private  lands,  because  the  Constitution 
Act  prevents  us  from  passing  any  lav  whieli 
shall  be  repugnant  to  the  law  of  F.nglajMl.  AD 
this  refers  to  the  first  part  of  the  measare. 
The  second  part  is  this :  It  proposes  that  «s 
may  pay  compensation  to  any  Natives  whose 
land  we  have  taken,  except  those  who  ban 
been  in  rebellion  against  Her  Majesty.  But 
what  is  the  Court  by  which  this  oompensatiaD 
is  to  be  adjudicated?  Who  is  to  say  whether  a 
man  has  committed  the  crime  of  high  beasoe? 
Who  is  to  say  whether  a  man  is  to  have  hit 
property  forfeited — if  this  crime  has  been  oooj-  ■ 
mitted,  or  is  supposed  to  have  been  committed— 
by  an  arbitrary  power?  Who  is  to  say  whether 
a  man  is  to  have  that  lELSt  and  miser^le  con- 
solation, as  it  will  be  thought  in  many  cases. 
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HtB  right  to  oompensation — snoh  oompensation 
as  we  may  think  ri^t  to  give — for  the  robbeiy 
oammittecl  upon  him?  Why,  a  single  Judge, 
^pointed  by  the  Governor  and  holding  office 
at  the  Governor's  pleasure  t  A  greater,  a  more 
monstrous  farce,  by  way  of  constructing  a  Court 
ci.  jnstice  I  never  heard  of  in  my  life.  I  can 
only  express  my  intense  amazement  that  any 
such  proposition  could  have  proceeded  from 
my  honourable  friend.  A  Judge  1  What  has 
been  one  of  the  great  grievances  we  have  had 
herq,  and  who  has  spoken  oftener  against  it 
than  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Bangitikei?  One  of  our  great  grievances  was. 
that  the  Judges  were  removable  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  held  office  only  at  his  pleasure. 
Thia  is  what  we  have  complained  of.  And  now, 
to  deal  with  this  greatest  of  all  crimes,  as  we 
think,  that  can  possibly  be  committed,  to  deal 
with  an  amount  of  property  which  never,  per- 
haps, in  a  hundred  years  would  come  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  deal  with 
the  whole  question  of  peace  and  war,  to  deal 
with  facts  of  the  most  intricate  obiuacter,  and 
to  determine  on  the  utmost  nicety  of  evidence, 
to  decide  whether  secondary  evidence  shall  be 
heard  or  not,  we  appoint  a  Judge  who  is  not 
even  required  to  be  a  lawyer — who  may  be 
anybody  —  Tom,  Jack,  or  Harry — whom  the 
Governor  may  pick  up,  to  be  appointed  at  his 
pleasure,  and  to  be  removable  by  the  Ministry 
of  the  day,  and,  of  course,  if  this  Act  is  to  be 
worth  one  rush  and  is  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
who  is  a  strong  and  active  partisan  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  prepared  to  carry  their  behests 
into  fall  effect.  I  know  that  it  is  of  little  use 
my  addressing  the  House  on  this  subject.  I 
know  very  well  that  the  mind  of  this  House  is 
now  made  up  as  to  what  it  will  do  in  this  mat- 
ter. All  I  can  do  is  to  enter,  I  feaf ,  a  solitary 
protest  against  the  proceedings  which  the  Go- 
vemment  are  now  adopting.  I  can  do  this 
mare :  I  can  express  my  own  great  fear — I  will 
not  say  my  certain  conviction — that  the  mo- 
ment this  Bill  gets  known  to  the  Native  race 
it  will  drive  every  single  one  of  them  in  this 
Northern  Island  into  a  state  of  hopeless  rebel- 
lion. I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  there  be 
one  firebrand  which  can  possibly  be  thrown 
amongst  the  Native  race,  no  human  ingeiiuity 
oould  have  devised  any  one  more  terrible  than 
that  which  holds  out  to  Natives,  be  they  friends 
or  be  they  foes,  the  absolute  certainty  of  hav- 
ing their  lands  confiscated  at  any  moment  when 
the  Government  may  think  it  necessary  to  do 
so.  I  am  sorry  that  my  honourable  friend  did 
not  concede  a  postponement  of  the  debate,  be- 
cause I  am  driven  to  speak  at  greater  length 
and  with  less  effect  than  I  desire  upon  this 
point,  which  is  the  turning-point  of  our  whole 
policy  in  this  session.  I  have  had  no  time  to 
review  the  facts  of  the  past  year,  upon  which 
alone  such  a  Bill  as  this  can  be  justified ;  and 
yet,  even  in  the  absence  of  those  papers  which 
I  shotild  have  wished  to  refer  to,  I  am  forced  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  referring  to  some  of 
those  past  events,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  throw 
some  little  light  upon  any  justification  we  may 
hvre  fnt  this  extraordinary  measure.  I  have 
1868— B 


read  the  papers  which  the  Gtovemment  has  laid 
upon  the  table,  not  only  with  interest,  but  with 
the  greatest  possible  care.  I  have  read  them 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  out,  if  I  ix»sibly 
could,  whether  I  were  deceived  in  that  opinion 
which  I  ventured  to  give  to  the  House  last  ses- 
sion, that  there  was  a  possible  prospect  of 
what  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary the  other  day  called  "  disentangling  "  this 
Native  difficulty  without  going  to  the  last  ex- 
tremities of  war.  I  have  formed  an  opinion — 
an  opinion  which  I  shall  never  change — that 
this  war,  though  justifiable,  was  totally  unne- 
cessary. I  said  laist  session  that  there  were  but 
two  possible  consequences — either,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  you  must  attempt  absolntelv  to  win 
the  confidence  of  the  Natives  ;  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  you  must  be  prepared,  whatever  you 
did,  for  ua  early  and  nnaa  struggle.  I  ask, 
what  has  been  done  since  the  last  session  to 
win  the  confidence  of  the  Native  race  ?  When 
we  broke  up  last  session  what  step  was  taken 
by  the  Government  towards  healing  up  this  one 
great  sore  which  was  eating  into  the  ver^  heart 
of  the  colony  at  that  time — I  mean  this  Wai- 
tara  question  ?  So  well  as  I  remember,  the  lata 
Colonial  Secretary — whom  I  do  not  now  see 
present  in  his  seat  —  spent  several  weeks  at 
Nelson.  If  the  newspaper  reports  were  true. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  spent  a  consider- 
able time  at  the  Kawau.  I  saw,  for  my  part, 
no  notice,  no  mention  whatever,  of  any  action 
taken  by  the  Government  in  the  Native  diffi- 
culty before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
year.  I  exclude  the  visit  of  the  Governor  to 
Otaki,  which  ooonrred  coincidently  with  the 
end  of  the  last  session.  At  the  commencement 
of  January  His  Excellency  went  down  to  the 
Waikato,  and  he  had  an  interview  with  the 
Native  chiefs,  the  report  of  which — if  wo 
are  to  believe  the  reports  furnished  to  u» 
by  the  newspapers,  and  which  we  must 
suppose  to  have  been  supplied  to  tbom 
by  high  authority,  as  they  have  been  re- 
published in  the  Government  papers  and 
thereby  acquired  the  stamp  of  authority — was 
an  accurate  and  faithful  representation  of  what 
took  place.  I  have  read  with  great  care  what 
took  place  between  His  Excellency  uad  the 
Natives  on  that  occasion.  The  next  event  I 
find  is  that  the  Governor  went  down  with  an 
armed  force  and  occupied  the  Tataraimaka 
Block,  having,  so  far  as  I  can  understand  it, 
taken  no  one  step  of  any  one  kind  whatsoever 
to  bring  that  matter  to  an  amicable  issue,  in 
the  manner  promised  by  himself  and  his  pre- 
decessor. I  am  here  to  say  that  the  faith 
of  the  Crown  has  been  grossly  violated  — 
shamefully  violated — towards  the  Natives  in 
the  manner  in  which  that  Waitara  question 
was  dealt  with.  It  has  been  promised  over  and 
over  ogaio,  and  now,  over  all  the  land,  there 
are  frequent  complaints  of  the  Natives  that  it 
was  promised,  that  that  question  of  the  Waitara, 
should  be  investigated.  But  it  has  not  been 
investigated  up  to  this  hour,  nor  has  one  step 
been  token  towards  its  investigation ;  and, 
speaking  incidentally  on  this  subject,  I  say  there 
is  nobody  who  denounces  the  conduct  of  the 
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QoTemment  in  the  abaodonindnt  of  the  Wai- 
tara  more  than  I  do  myself.  His  Exoell«aioy 
is  pleased  to  state,  in  varioos  letten  to  ibe  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  that  the  Natives  themselves  re- 
fnaed  to  have  the  Waitara  title  inrestigated, 
becaose  wtiat  they  wanted  was  an  investigation 
into  the  whole  cause  o{  the  war — to  know  who 
was  wrong  in  the  matter ;  and  His  Excellency 
was  not  prepared  to  give  them  anything  further 
than  a  pure  investigation  into  title.  They 
wanted  to  know  who  was  wrong.  Why  should 
they  not  know  it  7  'What  greater  crime  can  be 
committed  by  any  civilized  country  than  that 
of  waking  up  a  war  between  race  and  race? 
Some  one  was  wrong,  assnrsdl  v ;  and  if  that  great 
crime  has  been  committed,  why  should  we  shirk 
an  invBSti^tion  ?  Nay,  why  should  we  refuse, 
if  not  guilty,  to  bring  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  that  orims  before  a  {noper  tribunal, 
and,  if  oonvioted,  to  punish?  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  heard  it  given  as  an  excuse, 
that  when  a  man  was  charged  with  great  crimes 
this  itself  was  a  reason  why  no  investigation 
should  take  place.  The  late  Native  Minister 
retorts  very  unkindly,  but  most  truly,  in  one  of 
the  memoranda  to  His  Exoellenoy  which  have 
been  published,  when  His  Excellency  complains 
that  he  was  unable  to  institute  an  investigation 
of  this  large  character,  that  he  never  said  that 
snoh  an  investigation  should  take  pla^je.  If  at 
tin  end  of  the  last  session  the  Mmisters  had 
had  any  desire  to  put  an  end  to  this  Native  diffi- 
eulty — if  they  had  not  previously  made  up  their 
miada  that  war  must  come,  and  had  not  for- 
gotten tiis  declaration,  "  Woe  be  to  the  man  by 
whom  it  oometh  " — if  they  had  had  any  desire 
to  bring  this  Native  difficulty  to  an  end,  and 
any  sagacity  and  intelligence  to  instruct  them 
how  easily  it  could  be  brought  to  an  end,  I  say 
that  they  must  have  known  it  was  impossible 
to  touch  that  Tataraimaka  Block  without,  first 
of  all,  settling  the  Waitara  question  fairly. 
Why,  Sir  Oeorge  Grey,  after  this  obfosoatoty 
policy — after  being  sent  here  to  reverse  the 
policy  of  his  predecessor.  Governor  Browne — 
after  having,  I  must  say,  with  an  ingenuity 
more  remarkable  than  admirable,  insinuated,  in 
those  despatches  which  will  become  matters  of 
Ustory,  bow  his  predecessor  had  violated  his 
duties  in  the  course  of  his  policy  towards  the 
Natives— when  he  was  sent  here  to  reverse  that 
policy,  and  held  those  strong  opinions  which 
induced  him  to  cast  these  slurs  upon  his  prede- 
cessor, is  it  not  a  little  amazing  to  find  him, 
after  being  two  years  in  the  country,  standing 
precisely  and  identically  in  the  state  in  which 
Oovemor  Browne  stood  two  years  before?  The 
moment  the  soldiers  marched  on  that  Tatarai- 
maka Block,  leaving  other  questions  unsettled, 
that  moment  the  Waitara  war  had  recom- 
menced— I  will  not  say  recommenced,  for  the 
state  of  armed  neutrality  which  bad  existed  for 
two  years  was  simply  passed  over.  We  stood 
simply  in  the  same  position  to  the  Native  race 
in  March,  1868,  with  the  troops  occupying  the 
Tataraimaka  Block,  as  we  did  on  the  day  after 
the  late  victory,  when  Governor  Browne  ceased 
his  operations.  What  have  we  been  advocat- 
ing—  those  who  agree  with  me  —  for  the  last 
Mr,  FiUQerdld 


three  years?  We  who  have  said  tiatiheWsitHk 
question  was — agreeing  with  Sir  Oeorge  Oieyin 
tnat — a  great  wrong  to  the  Natives,  are  we  now 
to  approve,  or  to  shut  our  months,  when  we  see 
a  succeeding  Governor  adopting  virtoally  asd 
really  the  whole  act  of  his  predecessor,  tad 
carrying  on  and  prolonging  a  wax  whi^  lie 
had  himself  denounced  as  a  great  crime?  TSM 
is  the  positiim  in  which  the  Govetnineiit  stood 
in  January,  1863.  Then  came  the  trannotiia 
of  the  Waitara ;  and  His  ExceUescy  is  pleased 
to  say  tiiat  the  Waitara  must  be  given  np,  be- 
cause facts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  whieh 
were  not  known  to  his  predecessor.  In  puiiiig, 
I  may  remark  that  it  is  rathec  a  stosage  thisg 
that  the  reasons  for  abandoning  theWailus 
which  are  given  in  His  Excellency's  Speeeh  to 
this  House  should  be  nearly  the  opposite  of 
those  which  are  set  forth  in  the  memoitads 
vriiioh  passed  between  His  Excellency  tnd  bis 
Ministers.  It  would  have  shown  a  greater  »■ 
gard  for  the  public  consistency  of  the  Gomn- 
ment  of  the  colony  if,  when  the  late  Minirteo 
had  determined  to  place  that  language  in  Eb 
Excellency's  mouth  in  his  Speech  to  tiiis 
House,  they  had  adopted  the  boldprecantionof 
suppressing  the  memoranda  previously  deslii^ 
with  the  question.  For  my  own  part,  I  hafe 
been  unable,  after  looking  at  the  qneitian  can- 
fully,  to  find  one  single  additionil  fact  of  anv 
description  whatever  which  was  elncidated  s^ 
the  inquiries  into  the  Waitara  question  in 
March,  1863.  Bat  I  must  say  that  it  reqmies 
a  confidence  in  the  prestige  of  a  great  naine, . 
which  all  are  not  forttmate  enough  to  noeseo, 
•ad  upon  which  few  can  hove  tile  b<Mne«to 
draw  so  largely  as  his  present  Excelloicy— it 
requires,  I  say,  great  confidence  for  Bh  Reed- 
lency  to  write  Home  to  the  Government  and 
to  state  that  he  had  been  eighteen  mmtbssi 
this  country,  and  had  failed  to  asoertaiailic 
most  important  particulars  connected  with  Aat 
very  question  which  he  was  himself  sent  h«« 
to  settle.  Why,  one  would  naturally  hsve  Kp- 
posed,  if  there  were  any  of  these  extnotdiluiT 
facts  to  come  to  light,  that,  if  this  great  cone 
had  been  committeii,  and  that,  as  was  obnoio, 
tbis  was  the  real  root  of  the  whole  sore  betveoi 
the  two  races,  it  would  be  natural  to  safW* 
that  the  very  step  which  the  deus  ex  mkmh 
would  have  taken  when  he  came  to  this  ooob^ 
would  have  been  to  make  himself  entire);  m 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  connectra 
with  the  matt«r.  I  will  venture  to  sar  ttat 
men  of  less  ability,  after  finding  they  bad  na^ 
so  great  a  mistake  as  to  have  delayed  makii^ 
that  inquiry,  would,  at  all  events,  have  had  the 
oowatdioe  to  conceal  the  fact  that  they  bad 
made  such  a  mistake.  Well,  in  the  absmesn 
an  inquiry  into  the  Waitara  question,  what  w 
have  done  is  simply  this  :  by  an  ingenw" 
shuffling  of  the  cards,  to  transfer  the  great  cnme 
from  the  heads  of  one  set  of  Natives  to  another. 
If  we  did  a  great  wrong,  under  one  theoit,  to 
William  King,  we  are  doing  it  now,  under  the 
other,  to  Te  Teira.  Remove  the  wrong  froin 
our  own  heads — that  we  do  not  do ;  and  I  cao 
conceive  no  less  likely  way  to  give  eonfidenoe  to 
the  Native  race  thtm  by  this  reversal  of  a  gteat 
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«et-tluB  what  I  call  mean  and  contemptible 
attempt  to  got  rid  of,  to  sweep  out  of  the  way, 
that  Midi  we  have  a  suspicion  to  be  wzong,  and 
to  shrink  from  an  investigation  that  would  have 
displayed  onr  aotions  in  tbeii  true  light  one 
my  or  the  othet.     That    Waitaia   question 
is  at  the   root    of    the    present    war — that 
question  was  involved  in  the  policy  of   the 
late  Ministry.     I  do  not  mean  that  it  was 
the  poUcy   of   the   late    Colonial    Secretary 
(s  Native  Minister ;  for  I  refuse  to  enter,  in 
^  House,  into  a  dUoussion  as  to  who  held  one 
opinion  or  another  in  the  Oovemment  of  this 
colony.    I  think  my  honourable  friends  have 
committed  a  great  mistake  in  publishing  these 
memoranda  at  all,  which  were  bandied  about 
between  themselves  and  the  Governor  on  this 
matter.    It  has  arisen  out  of  what  I  must  oeJl 
that  melancholy  blunder  we  made  last  session 
by  refusing  the  responsibility  of  Native  affairs. 
It,  as  it  were,  suggested  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  should  hold  his  own  oha- 
tacter  harmless  in  certain  events  and  on  the 
{cinciples  laid  down.    I  think  that  the  splitting- 
up  of  the  Oovemment  into  individual  minds 
was  the  natural  consequence  of  the  state  of 
things  which  created  a  division  between  the 
Minuter  and  the  person  of  the  Oovemor.    I 
will  exclude  any  such  difierenoe  from  my  con- 
sideration in  the  remarks  which  I  shall  make. 
I  do  not  mean  to  apply  them  perscmally  to  Sir 
George  Grey,  for  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
mote  the  despatches  or  they  were  written  by 
the  Native  Mmister — and  I  do  not  want  to 
know.    I  will  spea^  of  the  Oovemment  as  a 
whole,  that  being,  as  I  conceive,  the  oonstitu- 
ttonal  attitude  which  the  Government  ought 
to  hold  with  reference  to  this  House.  In  March, 
1663,  we  had  blotted  two  yeeirs  out  of  the  his- 
toiy  of  the  oohmy,  and  had  got  back  to  the  old 
question  of  the  Waitara  war.    Up  to  that  time 
had  there  been  any  movement  among  the  Na- 
tives, liad  there  been  any  murders,  had  there 
been  cmy   of  those  mystodons  letters  which 
have  been  published  with  blank  after  blank  in 
the  papers  7    No.    I  see  one  letter  written  by 
my   honourable     friend    in    dismay   at    the 
aodaoify  of  the  Natives  in  destroying  that  sus- 
picious building  at  Kohekohe,  in  which  he  says, 
"  Down  here  " — ^he  was  writing  from  the  Tata- 
laimakik — "  Down  here,  where  we  expected  diffi- 
culti^  we  are  at  peace,  and  suddenly  we  are 
astoni^ed  at  hearing  that  with  you  in  the  Wai- 
kato,  where  we  expected  nothmg  but  peace, 
there  we  have  this  difficalty  commencing."    I 
say  pemse  these  papers  and  you  will  not  find 
in  any  part  of  tiie  colony  the  smtJlest  desire  to 
interfere  with  the  peace  of  the  colony — not  the 
smallest  desire  to  interfere  with  the  life  or  pro- 
perty of  any  settler — up  to  that  fatal  moment 
when  we  reoccupied  the  Tataraimaka  Block 

vith  a  military  force 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Oh,  oh  t 
Mx,  FITZOEBALD.— The  honourable  gentle- 
nan  who  cries  "  Oh  I "  may  have  private  infor- 
natioD ;  but  I  am  speaking  frcxn  the  papers  on 
;he  table,  and  I  say  that  there  is  almost  a 
>lank  in  the  history  of  the  colony  from  the  end 
>f  last  session  up  to  March,  186ii.    I  am  per- 


fectly aware  what  the  position  of  affairs  at 
TanuuJd  was — that  yon  were  there,  as  I  said 
last  session,  in  a  state  of  war  and.  not  of  peaoa — 
an  aimed  truce,  and  waiting  to  see  who  would 
first  break  it.  It  is  of  that  act  I  am  now 
speaking — of  that  act  of  going  to  war,  and  of 
reopening  hostihties  without  having  done  a 
single  act  to  solve  a  question  that  coiud  only  be 
solved  in  the  one  way  or  the  other.  But  imme- 
diately after  that  time— after  you.had  occupied 
the  Tataraimaka — there  is  a  stir  takes  place 
through  the  whole  mind  of  the  Natives.  Yoa 
have  an  uneasiness  extending  from  Hawke's 
Bay  to  the  borders  of  Auckland  ;  you  have  re- 
ports coming  in  from  all  directions.  The 
change  which  seems  to  have  taken  place,  so 
far  as  it  is  depicted  by  the  Oovemment  papers, 
is  most  remarkable.  What  you  then  said  to 
the  Natives  vras  this :  "  We  are  not  going  to 
settle  this  Waitara  question  by  peace,  but  by 
the  sword."  And  the  Natives  accepted  your 
challenge.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  any  fair 
and  independent  mind,  reading  those  papers 
and  paying  attention  to  the  dates,  will  come  to 
the  conclusion  I  have  mentioned.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  settle  the  question 
by  the  sword;  but  this  I  do  say:  If  for  two 
years  I  have  been  saying  that  that  question 
might  have  been  settled  otherwise  than  by  the 
sword,  X,  and  others  who  act  with  me,  are  not 
in  a  position  to  justify  the  recommencement  of 
that  war  upon  the  part  of  the  English,  before 
any  fair  and  honest  attempt  had  been  made  to 
give  a  solution  to  it  by  other  means.  WeU, 
after  this  act,  you  had,  as  I  said,  a  general  stir 
through  the  mind  of  the  Native  raoe,  and  you 
had  several  acts  occurring  to  which  a  signifl- 
canoe  has  been  given,  and  which  have  been  made 
use  of  in  what  I  call  a  shabby  kind  of  way  by 
the  Oovemment,  as  if  it  were  to  stimulate 
the  European  race  into  a  sense  of  the  horrible 
and  outrageous  saTSAes  with  whom  they  had  to 
do.  For  example,  first  there  was  Mr.  Oorst's 
school  at  Te  Awamutu.  What  was  it  ?  It  was 
a  school  established  under  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  under  the  directory,  I  believe,  of 
the  Bishop-1 — 

Mr.  BELL.— Nominally. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD.— Yes,  nominally,  no 
doubt — and  of  Sir  William  Martin.  It  was  a 
school  which  succeeded  in  the  most  remarkable 
manner,  doing  the  most  extraordinary  good, 
until  you  converted  it  from  a  school  into  a  poli- 
tical agency,  and  until  you  sent  down  articles, 
written  by  that  able  man  (Mr.  Qorst)  on  the 
spot  or  some  one  in  the  Native  Office  here — 
articles  which  were  simply  in  the  nature  of  a 
perpetual  irritation  to  the  Natives. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD.— My  honourable  friend 
says  "Hear,  hear."  Let  turn  take  a  printing- 
press  aad.  go  down  to  the  Town  of  Tralee,  set  up  a 
newspaper  there,  and  write  some  articles  on  the 
Roman  Oatholio  religion.  I  will  tell  you  what 
would  hailpen  to  him.  He  would  not  have  his 
press  taken  away,  with  a  very  polite  warning 
that  it  was  desirable  he  should  leave  the  coun- 
try within  a  certain  time ;  but  the  probability  is 
be  would  have  his  head  broken  in  the  first 
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twenty-foor  houis.  It  saems  to  me  teally 
ridicnlooa,  and  quite  beneath  ns  altogether, 
that  we  should  have  such  a  nonsenBioskl  story 
told  about  this  knocldng-np  of  the  Waikato 
school,  when  it  was  evident  to  everybody  that 
we  had  established  there  a  political  agency, 
and  had  hired  a  writer  to  write  articles  which 
were,  however  we  may  regard  them,  like  so 
many  stinging  gnats  and  bees  to  the  Native 
race.  Well,  that  is  the  first  story  by  which  oni 
feelings  are  roused  into  a  sense  of  just  and 
righteous  indignation.  What  was  the  next? 
The  attack  upon  Eohekohe.  I  am.  doubtful 
what  I  shall  call  it.  The  Native  Minister  in 
one  of  his  letters  calls  it  a  "  school  and  other 
buildings."  A  doubtful  euphemism.  In  another 
of  the  papers  it  is  called  a  "Courthouse;"  and 
I  think  that,  at  a  later  date,  the  word  "  Police  " 
is  found  creeping  in.  I  want  to  know  what 
that  building  was.  I  want  to  know  whether 
that  building  was  not  a  strong  military  redoubt. 
I  want  to  know  whether  the  Natives  were  not 
asked  for  permission  to  place  a  schoolhouse 
upon  that  site,  and  whether  the  Government 
did  not  convert  it  into  a  strong  military  re- 
doubt. I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire 
into  the  facts  since  I  have  been  in  Auckland, 
and  I  beUeve — and  I  think  their  own  papers 
show  it — that,  under  the  guise  of  a  schoolhouse, 
and  Police  Court  for  the  peaceable  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Oovemment  to  introduce  there  a  strong  mili- 
tary post  to  enable  them  to  overawe  the 
Natives.  There  is  something  touching  in  the 
account  of  the  horror  which  appals  these  two 
Natives — Herekia  and  another — who  went  to 
see  it,  and  who  were  struck  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  timber  used.  "  This  a  schoolhouse !  " 
they  exclaimed,  "why,  it  is  death  to  the 
nation  " — that  is  the  word ;  and  they  sent  it 
down  like  a  torch,  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to 
defend  the  country.  It  flowed  through  the 
land,  and  down  they  came — what  is  called  "  a 
mob"  in  one  of  the  newspapers — and  they 
threw  the  whole  thing  into  the  water ;  and  then, 
even,  they  hurt  nobody.  But  there  is  another 
question.  There  is  a  letter  from  the  Native 
Secretary,  which  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  now  refer 
to,  not  having  come  prepared  with  the  papers. 
There  are,  in  fact,  one  or  two  letters  which 
place  this  case  in  so  striking  a  manner  upon 
the  old  Waitara  footing  that  I  cannot  help 
alluding  to  them.  Te  Wheoro,  I  think  it  is, 
the  man  who  builds  this  redoubt,  assumes  the 
right  to  build  it— on  his  own  land;  but  it  is  not 
so.  It  is  his  uncle's  or  his  father's  also— a  man 
who,  at  the  onset,  had  the  very  strongest  ob- 
jection to  the  redoubt  being  placed  there.  But 
Te  Wheoro,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  Te 
Teira  of  this  transaction,  proceeds  to  build 
this  place ;  and  what  I  wanted  to  refer  to  was 
a  letter  of  the  Native  Secretary  and  its  lan- 
guage, the  result  of  which  is  this :  He  writes  to 
uiose  who-  pulled  it  down,  "  What  right  have 
you  to  interfere  with  a  man  who  is  bttilding  this 
place  on  bis  own  property  ?  Has  he  not  a  right 
to  do  what  he  likes  with  his  own?  " — thus  open- 
ing up  again,  as  I  could  show,  almost  word  for 
lvord,  the  whole  dispute  of  the  Waitota— -the 


question  whether  a  man  had  aright  to  oeci^ 
land,  for  military  purposes  of  the  English,  ran 
his  own' title.  A  Uttle  note  has  been  pu  into 
my  hand  by  my  honourable  friend  the  hte 
Native  Minister,  which  I  will  read,becuiaeitis 
so  striking.  Writing  on  the  Utii  Apil,  Mi. 
Gorst  toys, — 

"  I  have  not  sent  for  eithm  the  printii^pas 
or  mail-box,  first,  because  it  seems  nght  tlut 
those  who  took  the  property  away  ihoold  bn^ 
it  back  themselves ;  second,  beoMiM  it  is  uis 
our  policy  at  present  to '  lessen  the  mngi 
which  we  are  suffering  at  the  hsndt  d  & 
Ngatimaniapoto. " 

I  ask  the  House  if  the  only  way  in  «liut 
we  could  settle  the  question  was  bddly  b;  Ue 
sword,  or  by  winning  the'  oonfidesoe  of  tk» 
Natives  by  open-  and  even-handed  jnstioe,  tad 
by  open  truth ;  and,  if  it  was  resolved  bj  tk 
Government  that  the  swoid  was  not  ocoesan, 
I  ask,  were  we  dealing  with  the  Natim  ojoir 
and  honestly,,  and  in  a  way  to  gain  their  ««& 
deuce,  in  the  matter  of  the  Koheirolu  Baionlii? 
Would  not  that  conduct  have  desooyed  tk 
whole  oonfidence  of  the  Native  race  in  ss,  aid 
have  swept  away  the  effect  of  every  pioteun 
we  have  made  for  half  a  century?  leiotnca 
in  the  condnct  of  the  Government  since  in 
last  session  no  one  single  featoie  in  tbsi 
policy,  no  one  single  fact,  which  could  h*i«uf 
tendency  to  vrin  the  ooniSdence  of  the  Nitms. 
I  see  a  constant  disposition  to  hombog  theoi. 
Even  that  expression — it  may  be  an  imfonmBt^ 
one,  which  has  been  caught  up  and  lepeitd 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Nativea— vhnitbiy 
were  told  that  the  ^^ng  movement  wu  an:  u 
be  opposed  by  force,  halt  that  we  would  S% 
round  its  roots  until  it  tumbled  down:  cuyoi 
conceive  any  expression,  spoken  to  a  ace  is  i 
state  of  soreness  and  mistrust,  man  tihijb 
strengthen  such  feelings  than  that  we  ven 
going,  insidiously  and  underhand,  to  dig  lomd 
and  to  lee  down  an  institution  which  ibey 
looked  upon  as  the  sole  support  oi  tiisii » 
tional  existence  ?  I  have  occupied  the  Hocae  k 
long  time,  and  been  making  rather  a  dssltor 
speech,  which,  taken  unexpectedly  si  I  *«.  i 
could  not  avoid.  But  my  object  has  beeo  tUi: 
to  declare  my  absolute  assurance  that  tha 
events  which  have  occurred  since  the  las 
session  do-  not  in  the  slightest  degree  Mea- 
diet  the  predictions  which  I  then  ventoteata 
put  forward.  I  am  as  persuaded  now,  u  I  n< 
then,  that  there  ia  no  necessity  vhstsoent  icr 
the  war  which  is  now  raging — thatewiytliBt 
which  has  happened  haa  happened  becas!e*< 
had  denied  the  Natives  that  simple  jfflto 
which  they  had  all  along  insisted  opon.  »« 
have  denied  it  them  so  long  that  at  lic<  uf? 
vrill  not  accept  that  jnstioe  at  our  hands.  I» 
not  now  say  that  the  war  is  not  necesssri''  orD« 
justifiable.  Whether  it  is  nedessaiy,  or  rtelK 
it  is  justifiable,  axe  two  difierent  quastioia-^t 
not  being  necessacy  I  mean  that  a  wise,  b<M 
and  honest  policy  would  have  aroided  tae 
necessity ;  by  being  jostifiabls  I  mesa  vA 
however  we  might  have  avoided  it,  yet  the  »► 
tives  have  themselves  aooepted  the  artitBtia 
of  the  swoid,  and  most  now  stand  (he  vat  a- 
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tlie  oonieqaencee.  But  when  I  am  asked  to 
went  to  a  Bill  whidi  inolndes  friends  and  foes 
is  one  tremeudooB  lesnlt  it  becomes  my  duty 
toaikthis  House  how  far  we  have  ouraelves, 
if  otu  policy,  .brought  about  that  state  of 
things  much  has  rendered  some  coerciTe  mea- 
tuies  or  other  necessary.  If  Ihere  be  one  thing 
oore  necessary  than  another  for  statesmen  to 
it)  in  the  present  crisis  of  the  colony  —  when 
m  are  iivmg  in  a  state  of  doubt  as  to  what 
lettlement  may  not  be  cut  off  by  the  rising  of 
tribes  now  openly  friendly — above  all  things  it 
isneoessary,  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  poUoy, 
that,  whatever  else  we  do,  we  should  be  careful 
to  draw  a  clear  and  distinct  difference  between 
friend  and  'foe,  between  those  who  have  done 
light  and  those  who  have  done  wrong.  That, 
with  me,  would  be  the  touchstone  of  any  policy 
which  inight  be  proposed  at  present.  A  large 
portion  of  the  Natives  are  not  now  in  a  state 
of  hostility  to  the  Government.  Nay,  at  an 
earlier  period  I  am  certain  that  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  have  separated  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Waikato  tribes  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Ngatimaniapoto ;  and  even  now 
the  most  important  thing  to  be  done  is  to  try 
to  iriden  the  breach  as  fcur  as  you  possibly  can 
between  the  friendly  and  the  hostile  Natives ; 
above  all  things,  to  take  csire  that  you  do  not 
include  all  in  one  common  category.  This 
Bill  is  to  do  ptecisely  that  mischief  whioh,  I  say, 
it  is  your  first  duty  to  avoid.  And  I  must  say 
that,  disposed  and  anxious  as  I  am  to  give  the 
utmost  support  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  certainly  did  regret  that,  in  the  speech  made 
by  my  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTemment  —  and  with  the  greater  part  of 
which  I  fully  agreed — while  there  was  a  long 
list  of  the  coercive  measures  which  he  said  he 
was  going  to  propose  for  acceptance,  I  did  not 
hear  one  word  of  an  opposite  character — not 
me  single  proposal  of  emy  kind  by  which  the 
haU-tremblmg  loyalty  of  those  Natives  not  yet 
^wn  into  tJbe  war  might  be  confirmed — not 
uiy  generous  proposal  by  which  those  who  have 
itcwd  by  us  in  the  first  part  of  this  difBoulty 
*ere  to  be  rewarded.  On  the  contrary,  I  heard 
if  nothing  but,  under  the  general  classification 
if  "Natives,"  the  vengeance  to  be  cast  upon 
them.  That  is  the  way  I  interpret  .the  Bill 
vhich  I  hold  in  my  hand.  The  honourable 
ientleman  in  that  ^eoh  said— and  it  was  said 
n  another  plaoe  with  greater  force — that  the 
irst  lesson  to  be  taught  the  Natives  was  obe- 
lience.  Yee;  but  there  are  two  ways  of  teach- 
ng  obedience.  I  dare  say  the  House  can 
'emember  the  very  shocking  tale  of  a  school- 
naster  at  Brighton,  some  uiree  or  four  years 
«o,  who  set  an  unfortunate  boy  a  lesson,  and 
'ho,  because  he  would  not  repeat  certain 
rords,  beat  him  with  a  stick  again,  and  again, 
Old  again,  nntil  at  last  he  died  under  the  cas- 
igation.  Would  it  have  been  a  justification — 
ronld  it  have  been  any  answer  to  the  universal 
hoat  of  execration  all  over  the  country,  to  say 
hat  the  first  element  of  instruction  was  obe- 
oenoe,  and  that  at  all  risks  and  hazards  the 
oy  must  be  taught  to  obey  the  master  7  No, 
Kr.    Obedience  is  won  in  two  ways.    If  yon 


appeal  to  the  operation  of  fear,  it  is  very  eaay 
to  drive  men  into  a  state  of  obstinate  ferocity, 
in  whioh  obedience  becomes  impossible.  Yon 
must  not  only  try  to  elicit  the  sentiment  of 
Isat,  but  also  the  sentiment  of  reason  and  seU- 
inteiest;  and  if  you  show  men,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  they  will  assuredly  be  punished  by 
not  obeying  the  law,  you  are  bound,  under  any 
enlightened  policy,  to  show  them,  on  the  othec 
hand,  the  value  of  the  advantages  they  shall 
reap  from  obedience  to  the  law.  But  this  Bill 
proclaims  precisely  the  contraiy  policy.  It 
fa,jB  that  over  the  heads  of  all  Natives  alike, 
friends  and  foes,  there  shall  hang  that  sword, 
that  undefined  punishment,  the  confiscation 
of  their  property  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  the 
Governor.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  I  will  simply 
enter  my  protest  against  it,  not  denying  that 
acts  of  a  coercive  nature  are  necessary,  not 
denying  that  it  is  necessary  to  arm  the  Govern- 
ment with  powers,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
-rebellion  which  they  do  not  possess  under  the 
common  law,  but  absolutely  denying  the  power 
of  this  Hoase  to  pass  a  Bill  framed  upon  the 
principle  on  whioh  this  one  is  framed,  and 
protesting  against  the  policy  of  pacing  any 
such  general  measure  at  this  moment.  In  my 
own  opinion  and  that  of  some  friends  whom  I 
have  consulted  the  whole  question  of  the  power 
of  confiscating  the  lands  of  Natives  is  capable 
of  being  disputed  on  legal  grounds.  It  seems 
to  me  that  arguments  have  been,  and  will  be, 
raised,  in  reference  to  our  action  now,  in  Courts 
of  law — ^whether  this  House  possesses  the  power 
at  all  of  confiscating  the  lands  of  Natives.  It 
would  have  been  an  easier  plan  to  act  upon  for 
the  Government  to  have  made  any  confiscation 
a  matter  of  distinct  bargain  with  the  Native 
race.  My  honourable  fnend  says  he  does  not 
intend  to  make  peace.  No,  that  is  very  likely, 
not  as  with  a  hostile  power ;  but  some  terms  he 
must  mak«,  and  one  of  these,  he  says,  must  be 
"that  the  Nsitives  shall  lay  down  their  arms.  It 
would  have  been  more  consistent  with  justice, 
and  would  have  raised  no  legal  difficulty,  if, 
after  obtaining  formal  affirmatory  resolutions, 
in  any  way  he  pleased,  showing  the  confidence 
of  this  House,  be  were  to  act  upon  this  prin- 
ciple.: that,  whenever  the  war  came  to  an  end, 
certain  lands  should  be  ceded  to  the  Grown — 
that  no  peace  would  be  made  unless  lands  to  an 
extent  named,  and  fair  and  reasonable,  were 
voluntarily  ceded  to  the  Crown,  in  the  same 
way  as  they  are  now  ceded  for  money.  In 
that  way  no  legal  difficulty  would  have  arisen, 
and  no  such  great  wrong  would  have  been  done 
as  is  now  inevitable.  I  beg  leave  to  move,  That 
this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  BRODIE  said  the  last  speaker's  argu- 
ment was  not  based  upon  the  actual  facts  of 
the  oase,  but  rather  on  a  theoretical  idea  of 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  law  and  jus- 
tice Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  should  show 
towards  the  Native  race.  The  difficulties  now 
so  partionlazly  manifested  commenced  with 
the  first  arrival  of  English  settlers  in  this 
ooontiy.    They  had  eadeavouxed   to  assume 
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tke  control  of  the  Native  race,  and  were 
aasisted  by  the  Natiyes  thenuelTes,  who  ▼oltm- 
tHcily  became  Her  Majesty's  sabjeots,  and 
they  had  never  established  the  light  they 
asBiuned ;  and  the  question  now  mnst  be  de- 
cided, Were  th^  to  have  control  over  the  Na- 
tives or  not  ?  Were  they  to  treat  them  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  wished,  first 
M  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  then  as  a 
Bepemi.te  nation?  The  inference  from  the 
honourable  member's  allusion  to  the  Town  of 
Tralee  was,  that  the  Natives  had  a  right  to 
violate  the  law.  But  what  would  have  been 
the  efieot  of  such  an  outrage  at  Tralee  7  The 
perpetrators  would  be  punished. 

Mr.  FITZGEBAU).— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BRODIB.— Then  it  was  only  because 
the  arm  of  the  law  was  shortened  that  it  could 
not  punish.  The  Natives  had  determined  that 
they  would  have  a  king  of  their  own,  would 
not  sell  their  land  unless  the  tribe  sanctioned 
it,  and  would  have  rules  and  laws  not  under 
the  control  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment. 
The  honourable  member  admitted  the  wrong 
done,  and  then  created  another  to  justify 
them.  The  honourable  member  had  said  that  at 
Home  the  war  would  be  considered  to  be  for  the 
acquisition  of  land;  and,  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  he  proposed  that  the  Natives 
should  be  asked  to  code  land  on  returning  to 
their  allegiance.  With  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member's  remarks  about  obedience,  it  had 
not  been  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment  at  any  time  to  proceed  to  acts  of  violence 
noh  as  would  place  them  in  the  position  of  the 
so-called  schoolmaster.  The  Natives  could  not 
be  dealt  with  as  civilized  people,  and,  if  they 
were  to  be  civilized  and  made  peaceful  mem- 
bers of  society,  stronger  measures  must  be 
used  than  had  been  used  hitherto.  Instead  of 
13m  act  of  confiscation  not  being  justified  by  the 
oonduct  of  the  Natives,  he  thought  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  The  tribal  rights  which  they 
professed  should  extend  so  far  as  to  make  the 
tribe  responsible  for  the  rebellion  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  honourable  member  had  chosen  to 
be  very  severe  on  His  Excellency  Sir  George 
OtKj — ^whether  justly  or  not  he  (Mr.  Brodie)  was 
not  in  a  position  to  say ;  but  he  was  surprised 
that  the  honourable  member  had  not,  in  look- 
ing over  the  despatches,  come  upon  a  remark 
at  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  when  referring  to 
the  causes  of  the  war,  that  the  king  movement 
had  been  established  long  before  U^e  first  war. 
When  they  found  a  gentleman  in  an  impartial 
position  like  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  dravring 
nis  conclusions  from  despatches  sent  by  a  series 
of  Governors  and  a  series  of  Ministries,  they 
might  fairly  take  his  conclusion  to  be  the  just 
one.  He  (Mr.  Brodie)  should  support  this  Bill, 
hoping  that  they  were  now  takmg  a  course 
with  regard  to  the  Natives  without  injustice,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  the  Bentimentalism,  on  the 
other,  which  seemed  to  choracteriMthe  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  replying,  said'  hei-  s<Mal<c«ly  ex> 

peoted  that  so  important  a  measure  as  the  pre- 

Mnt  would  have  received  the  assoit  <si  ibe 
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discnsslon.  He  oonld  only  ooiqaetnre  that  Hia 
reason  was  that  the  hononraUe  mnmhw  foe 
EUesmere  had  travelled  into  mattfirs  iiiHstesiil 
with  the  snbjeot-matter  of  the  Kll,  and  thai 
honourable  members  were  unwilling  to  follow 
him  into  a  discussion  on  the  policy  of  the  teto 
Government.  In  so  doing  he  thought  the 
House  had  exercised  a  sound  djaoretiao.  No 
one  could  concur  more  strongly  in  some  of  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  hononiablfl  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  than  he  himsBlf  (Mr.  Fox) 
did,  and  he  thought,  if  this  had  been  the  ri^ 
time  to  be  discussing  and  passing  judgment  oa 
the  events  of  the  past  year,  the  candoet  of  His 
ExoeUency's  Advisers  during  the  period,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  the  menooroble  Waiten, 
and  the  Tataraimaka  war,  he  should  have  bea, 
in  many  particulars,  side  by  side  with  the 
honourable  member.  But  the  honnorrfili* 
member  had  forgotten  that  theae  was  at 
this  moment  fifty  miles  from  here,  a  bo^  of 
five  or  six  thousand  armed  Natives  in  rebdUon 
against  Her  Majesty — a  fact  which  demanded 
that  the  energies  of  this  House  shonU  bs 
brought  to  bear  not  on  a  discussion  on  the  past 
conduct  of  the  previous  Goveznment,  but  in 
supporting  the  present  action  of  the  eristiiig 
Government.  He  shonld  ViiTn»«1f,  ba  eon- 
fessed,  have  preferred  if  this  BiU  could  hate 
been  so  framed  as  to  meet  the  objection  ttst 
had  been  taken — that  it  drew  no  line  betwaea 
the  offending  and  non-oSending  Natives ;  bat 
if  the  honourable  member  had  conmdered  be 
would  have  seen  that  there  was  on  extmie 
difficulty,  in  legislating  antecedentlj  an  sudi  a 
subject  as  this,  in  drawing  such  a  distinotiiSL 
If  in  a  large  block  of  territory  there  should 
happen  to  be  pcurtioular  portions  of  landbeksig- 
ing  to  Natives  that  had  not  been  in  a  state  of 
rebeUion,  how  could  they  leave  those  pieoM 
out?  The  thing  was  impossible.  They  mst 
tc^e  both  one  and  the  other,  but  with  tliis  dis- 
tinction :  that  they  compensated  tba  lo^ 
owners,  but  refused  to  compensate  the  didi9«I 
ones.  This  was  really  the  <mly  importoBt  pomt 
in  which  the  honourable  member  in  any  w^ 
impugned  the  principle  of  the  BUI ;  and,  if  bs 
could  suggest  to  the  Qovemment  hcnr  they 
could  amend  the  BiU  on  that  point  wifimt 
destroying  its  practical  utility,  he  woold  be 
prepared  to  modify  the  measure  to  that  extant; 
but  at  present  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  ke 
done.  With  regard  to  the  other  point  mianl 
relative  to  the  machinery  for  adjurting  olaias 
to  compensation,  that  was  a  matter  whkh 
was  open  to  further  disonssian  in  Comaittac 
and,  if  the  honourable  member  Kitwaolf  eooU 
suggest  any  tribunal  of  a  less  one-sided  ehaiae- 
ter  than  that  of  a  Judge  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, the  Government  would  be  ready  id 
consider  tiie  proposition  and,  if  it  met  with  te 
general  conounence  of  the  House,  adopt  it  ie/to 
the  Bill.  With  these  few  remazlcs  he  begged  ts 
move  the  second  rending  of  the  New  7<eilmiil 
Settlements  BUI. 

Amendment  negatived. 

BiU  read  a  seoond  time,  and  oouddemd  ift 
Oommittee. 

Frogresaiipoited,  and  levro  given  to  aitagaiiL 
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SUPPLY. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Sapply. 

IS  COmHTTBE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it'  was  agreed, 
fbMX  a  supply  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 
Progress  report^. 

NELSON  TRUST  FUNDS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  irhole 
House  on  the  Nelson  Trust  Funds  Amendiaent 
Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  BUI 
read  a  third  time  sind  passed. 

SUPPRESSION  OP  REBELLION  BILL. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill 
"for  the  Suppression  of  the  Rebellion  which  un- 
happily exists  in  this  Colony,  and  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  Persons  and  Property  of  Her 
Majesty's  loyal  Subjects  within  the  same."  He 
said, — This  is  a  task  which  falls  to  my  lot,  but 
in  which  I  feel  no  pleasure.  It  has  been  my 
pleasure,  in  such  political  career  as  I  have  had, 
always  rather  to  oe  engaged  in  enlarging  the 
liberties  of  the  people  and  securing  their  con- 
stitutional liberties  than  in  limiting  those 
privileges  in  any  way.  But  there  are  times, 
no  doubt,  in  which  great  social  and  political 
emergencies  do  require  that  restrictions  should 
be  placed  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  so  far 
as  to  enable  the  Gk)vemment,  with  a  prompt 
and'energetic  hand,  to  suppress  great  crimes, 
and  to  deal  with  circumstances  that  might 
otherwise  endanger  the  very  safety  and  exist- 
ence of  the  community.  There  are  times  in 
which,  in  every  country  where  constitutional 
liberty  exists,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
resort  either  to  martial  law  or  to  something  in 
the  nature  of  martial  law.  Under  the  British 
Constitution  it  is  a  question  which  has  been 
much  discussed  by  constitutional  writers  how 
far  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  enables  her 
Majesty,  or  the  high  officers  holding  executive 
powers  under  her,  such  as  Oovemors,  to  declare 
martial  taw  without  any  previous  legislative 
enactment.  Some  authorities  lay  it  dovm  that 
such  a  course  is  highly  irregular,  unconstitu- 
tional,  and  improper.  In  his  work  on  "  Colonial 
Policy  "  the  former  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  Lord  Grey,  in  speaking  of  some  pro- 
ceedings taken  at  a  Court-mEU^ial  in  the  Gape 
Colony,  does  not  hesitate  absolutely  to  declare 
that  the  proceedings  taken  under  the  sanction 
of  martial  law,  by  which  a  chief  in  open  rebel- 
lion was  hung,  wanted  altogether  the  sanction 
of  law — intimating,  in  fact,  that  Proclamations 
of  martial  law  had  no  validity,  and  were  of  no 
more  value  than  the  paper  on  which  they  were 
written.  A  writer  of  yet  greater  authority 
than  Lord  Grey,  although  perhaps  not  a  greater 
practical  authority — I  mean  Mr.  Hallam — in 
bis  "  Constitutional  History  of  England,"  does 
not  so  absolutely  deny  the  legahty,  but  he 
ei^resses  himself  in  terms  of  the  very  greatest 
caution  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  practical 
exercise  of  martial  law.  But,  while  such  high 
aathoritiee  as  these  appear  to  lay  down  ue 
ptinoiple  that  martial  law,  as  commonly  i>ro- 


claimed,  is  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  beyond  the  function  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  Parliament  has,  in  no 
mistakable  terms,  by  declaratory  enactments, 
asserted  the  contrary,  and  that  m  Acts  which 
must  have  been  well  known  to  Mr.  Hallam  and 
to  Lord  Grey.  In  a  variety  of  Acts,  commencing 
with  the  period  of  the  Irish  Rebellion  in  1798, 
as  it  is  usually  called,  although  it  really  was 
in  1797,  there  is  a  clause,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued down  to  the  latest  Act  that  passed  in 
1833,  to  this  effect :  "  Nothing  in  this  Act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  take  away  .  .  . 
the  acknowledged  ^erogative  of  His  Majesty 
in  respect  to  appomting.  .  .  .  Courts  for 
the  administration  of  martial  law,"  &o. — thus 
clearly  asserting  that  it  is  an  acknowledged 
doctrine  of  the  Constitution  that  the  Crown 
has  in  oases  of  extreme  emergency,  power  to 
suspend  the  ordinary  forms  of  constitutional 
justice,  and,  in  fact,  if  the  doctrine  is  accepted, 
has  power  to  repeal,  by  simple  Proclamation, 
or  to  suspend,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act — for  that 
is  what  the  Proclamation  means,  if  it  means 
anything  at  all.  But  though,  after  these  de- 
clajrations,  there  cim  be  very  little  doubt  as  to 
the  power,  in  emergencies,  to  proclaim  martial 
law,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  left  entirely 
uncertain  and  vague  as  to  what  class  of  acta 
that  Proolamation,  in  substance,  wUl  cover : 
that  is  to  say,  if  a  party  does  anything  that, 
but  for  the  Proclamation,  would  be  illegal, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Proclamation  will 
necessarily  protect  that  party ;  and  we  conse- 
quently find  that  it  has  been  a  very  common 
practice,  even  in  Ireland,  where  Acts  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  exist  authorizing  tho 
proclamation  of  martial  law,  to  pas»  special 
Acts  protecting  the  persons  who  act  under  that 
law.  We  constantly  find,  in  conversation  vrith 
persons  who  are  perhaps  not  very  familisbr  with 
constitutionsLl  law,  and  particularly  with  mili- 
tary officers,  an  impression  that  the  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law  in  any  district  in  which 
they  happen  to  be  in  command  justifies  them 
in  doing  anything  they  may  think  proper 
within  that  district  —  to  stop  the  Press,  to 
take  a  man's  oow,  or  his  horse,  or  his  house, 
or  to  do  anything  else  —  and  there  was  no 
remedy,  in  their  idea,  for  the  sufferer  by  their 
acts  —  that  pro  lege  voluntas,  their  wUl  and 
pleasure  was  to  be  set  up  in  place  of  the  consti- 
tutional  safeguards  of  law.  That  is  not  the  real 
state  of  the  case;  and  it  has  been  with  this 
Heuse,  as  it  has  been  in  all  the  colonies,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law,  such,  for  instance,  as  in  the  case  of 
Taranaki  in  1861,  the  practice  is  for  parties 
exercising  functions  under  the  Proolamation 
to  oome  to  this  House  and  ask  for  an  Act 
of  Indemnity,  which  the  House,  on  sufficient 
grounds  shown,  has,  I  believe,  invariably 
granted.  What  the  Government  is  desirous 
of  doing  in  the  present  instance  is  this :  to 
come  for  an  Act  of  Indemnity  from  the  House 
before,  instead  of  after,  exercising  illegal  power. 
If  there  is  any  doubt  whether  it  is  lawful  for 
the  military  ex  other  authorittes  to  exercise 
ponen  faegrond  jniisdiotion,  ondetmilitaiy  law 
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it  is  asked  that  the  House  shall  deolaie  before- 
hand what  shall  be  the  nature  of  the  functions 
to  be  exercised,  and  that  jurisdiction  shall  be 
conferred  by  the  Legislature  of  the  country. 
No  position  can  be  more  painful  or  unfair  than 
that  a  Governor,  having  lelt  himself  compelled 
to  proclaim  martial  law,  which  Proclamation, 
in  Westminster  Hall,  will  be  of  no  more  value 
than  a  piece  of  broken  glass,  shall  be  liable 
when  he  goes  Home  to  be  prosecuted  for  acts 
done  under  that  Proclamation.  We  seek  to 
give  a  constitutional  force,  if  need  should  un- 
happily arise,  to  such  acts— that,  if  circnin- 
etimces  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  martial 
law  should  be  requisite,  those  who  exercise 
irregular  functions  under  it  should  have  the 
sanction  of  this  House,  asked  before  any  acts 
are  done.  The  Bill  which  is  on  the  table  of 
the  House  has  been  framed  strictly,  and  almost 
verbally,  by  reference  to  two  Acts— one  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  passed  in  1799 ;  and  the  other 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  in  1833.  The 
Attorney-Oeneral  has  thought  it  desirable  to 
adopt  the  phraseology  of  those  Acts,  and  even 
to  adopt  an  amount  of  obscurity  in  one  section 
which  may  puzzle  honourable  members  when 
they  come  to  read  it ;  but  he  thought  it  better 
to  take  them  word  by  word,  as  they  had  been 
concurred  in  by  Her  Majesty,  and  acted  upon, 
as  no  doubt  this  Act  will  be  similarly  sanctioned 
if  sent  Home  to  the  Imperial  Government. 
The  first  Irish  Act  upon  the  subject  left  it  open 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant— an  officer  correspond- 
ing with  the  Governor  in  this  colony — to  ap- 
point any  person  he  thought  proper  to  be  an 
officer  to  bring  into  force  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  and  practically  to  carry  out  martial  law. 
He  might  have  appointed  his  butler  or  groom, 
or  a  slioeblack,  or  the  first  man  he  met  in 
the  street.  It  appears  to  have  led  to  much 
dissatisfaction,  for  next  year  there  was  an 
amendment,  which  we  have   adopted.     The 

Eawer  to  put  martial  law  into  operation  is 
mited  in  this  Bill  exclusively  to  certain 
officers  of  Her  Majesty's  forces,  or  of  thb 
Colonial  Force,  who  may  be  appointed  by  His 
Excellency.  The  most  marked  distinction 
between  this  Bill  and  an  ordinary  martial-law 
Bill  is  this — not  merely  in  its  having  the  ante- 
cedent sanction  of  the  House ;  but,  instead  of 
including  the  good,  bad,  and  indifierent  of  a 
whole  district — suspending  all  constitutional 
privileges  and  all  resort  to  ordinary  law  by 
those  persons,  as  martial  law  undoubtedly  does 
— this  Act  only  enables  the  Governor  to  ap- 

Soint  certain  individuals  at  certain  times  to 
eal  with  certain  kinds  of  offences.  This  is 
a  most  material  difference ;  for  the  ordinary 
tribunals  will  exist  side  by  side  with  martial 
law,  and  the  powers  of  that  law  are  only  intro- 
duced for  the  trial  of  such  offences  and  under 
such  circumstances  as  the  immediate  safety  of 
the  community  absolutely  and  imperatively  de- 
mands— only,  indeed,  in  that  class  of  cs^ses  that 
Mre  mixed  up  with  open  rebellion.  I  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  objected  to  the  very 
title  of  the  Bill.    They  were  giving  the  power 
to  decree  treason  in  certain  oases,  to  create 
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other  offences,  and  to  punish  with  death  or 
imprisonment;  but  he  never  could  be  persuaded 
that  the  present  action  of  the  Maori  race  was 
treason,  and  it  was  allowing  themselves  to  be 
led  astray  by  words  to  admit  anything  of  the 
kind.  He  had  of  ten  had  a  fling  at  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  and  he  was  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  that  it  -n-as  not  in  a  nasty 
greedy  spirit  that  he  had  done  so.  It  was  made 
by  men  who,  in  the  words  of  the  present  Go- 
vernor, never  could  bind  anybody.  Safaatao- 
tially,  the  Natives  never  had  been  subject  to 
the  Crown,  and  many  great  chiefs  never  knew 
of  such  a  treaty  until  they  were  told  of  it  at 
Kohimarama.  For  technical  purposes  it  might 
be  all  very  well  to  admit  that  the  Natives  were 
British  subjects ;  but,  when  it  came  to  building 
upon  that  admission  such  legislation  as  this, 
he  was  obliged  to  hold  his  hand  ;  and  if  he 
stood  alone  he  would  divide  the  House  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  We  might  charge 
the  Natives  with  ingratitude,  but  that  wis 
a  matter  on  which  there  was  difference  of 
opinion,  and  perhaps  we  had  been  as  angrate- 
ful  to  them  as  they  bad  been  to  us.  He  coaU 
not  but  consider  them  as  under  »  very  gnu 
mistake.  They  had  undertckken  ttu^  wfaidi, 
from  our  point  of  view,  was  absurdly  inqnae- 
ticable,  but  which  we  could  not  call  criimnal 
in  the  sense  in  which  murder  and  treason  wen 
so  regarded  by  men  of  civilized  habits.  We 
might  charge  them  with  atrocities,  and  might 
bring  them  into  British  Courts  and  puniA 
them ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  put  it  into 
the  power  of  any  man  or  Court  to  inflict  deuth 
upon  any  Maori  who  might  be  found  witii  ama 
in  his  hands  against  the  Government.  If 
martial  law  was  necessary,  let  it  be  {vo- 
claimed,  and  let  those  who  acted  under  it  feel 
that  they  were  answerable  to  this  House  for 
what  they  did. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  strongly  opposed  the  KB, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  pause  and 
seriously  consider  what  it  was  doing.  IIm 
Bill  altogether  went  too  far,  in  enabluig  any 
officers  who  might  be  appointed,  and  vko 
might  suspect  a  man,  to  arrest  hina  and  try 
him,  and  possibly  have  him  executed.  'Iliat 
might  not  occur ;  but  he  had  known  men 
accused  of  aiding  the  rebellion  because  they 
had  expressed  decided  opinions  as  to  iiitat 
might  occur.  He  had  lived  under  martial 
law  for  three  years  and  a  half.  He  never 
found  it  interfere  with  the  operation  of  tin 
ordinary  law;  and  there  was  the  great  ad- 
vantage that  those  who  acted  under  it  knew 
that  they  were  responsible  for  their  actions. 
He  differed  from  his  colleague  (Mr.  Richmmd), 
for  he  held  that  the  Natives  were  rebdi— 
rebels  under  very  peculiar  circumstancee,  and 
therefore  to  be  dealt  with  very  lenienUy  wh^ 
we  had  the  mastery.  He  called  many  of  tb( 
killings  simply  murder,  and  he  should  not 
object  to  the  perpetrators,  when  token,  being 
shot ;  but  he  would  leave  it  to  the  offioer  to 
decide  whether  such  an  example  as  instairt 
execution  was  required,  and  he  would  mevs 
say  to  any  mam,  "  Yon  may  go  and  do' what 
you  please  with  any  of  Her  IfojeBty'ssnbjects." 
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It  iroiild  le  better  to  have  martial  law  in  a 
mnoh  wozae  ioim  than  it  had  eyei  been  en- 
foie«d  in  New  Zealand  than  to  live  tinder 
sneh  a  BiU  as  this. 

Ht.  GUjIjIES  was  somewhat  snrptised  at 
the  quarter  whence  this  opposition  to  the  BiU 
came.  He  had  formerly  beard  irom  honour- 
able members  who  represented  districts  in 
which  martial  law  was  proolaimed  very  de- 
cided objections  to  that  same  martial  law. 
Wlien  he  heard  members  from  that  portion 
of  the  oolony  declare  that  they  would  rather 
have  that  very  objectionable  thing,  instead  of 
tile  law  now  proposed,  he  felt  persuaded  that 
they  mnst  have  misunderstood  the  nature  and 
efieot  of  this  BUI.  It  was  very  true  that 
daring  the  time  martial  law  had  been  pro- 
oUimed  in  New  Zealand  atrocities  might  not 
have  been  committed  under  its  shadow;  it 
might  be  that  the  ordinary  course  of  law 
had  gone  on  side  by  side  with  it,  that  in 
the  Magistrate's  Court  small  debts  might 
have  '  been  recovered  and  trivial  cases  dis- 
I)oeed  of :  but  this  did  not  set  aside  the  fact 
tixat  it  was  competent  for  the  officer  in  oom- 
mand  to  have  stopped  all  those  Courts,  to  have 
gone  into  any  man's  house  and  taken  any 
man's  prox>erty,  and,  whether  accused  of 
treason  or  of  stealing  five  shUUngs,  to 
have  strung  him  up.  Such  was  the  opera- 
tion of  martial  law.  It  was  a  suspension 
of  all  ordinary  law,  and  under  it  the 
militanr  authorities  conld  do  just  exactly 
what  Uiey  pleased  to  do,  trusting  to  an  in- 
demnity from  the  Legislature  for  what  they 
had  done.  By  the  BUI  before  the  House  it 
was  proposed  to  confine  the  operation  of 
wiftrtial  law.  Such  was  the  fact.  Martial 
law  sCpplied  to  a  whole  district,  and  to  any 
ofienoe  within  it.  The  BiU  would  apply,  not 
to  a  district,  but  only  to  particular  onences 
within  Oie  jurisdiction  of  the  miUtary.  And 
what  were  the  offences  ?  "  Assisting  in  the  said 
rebellion " — for  it  must  be  accepted  as  a  re- 
bellion, notwithstanding  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hononrable  member  for  Omata — "  aid- 
ing or  abetting  the  rebeUion,  maUciously  attack- 
ing or  injuring  the  persons  or  property  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  furtherance  of  the  re- 
bellion." There  were  veir  few  members  who 
did  not  weU  know  tixo  tardy  process  of  the  law 
— especiaUy  in  New  Zealand — its  expensive- 
ness,  its  slowness  and  uncertainty,  especiaUy 
in  dealing  with  such  crimes  as  were  charged 
here.  There  was,  too,  such  a  thing  as  sym- 
patiiy  for  the  unfortunate  —  a  thing  which, 
while,  to  a  certain  extent,  just,  sometimes 
helped  us  to  drown  in  it  justice  even  to  tiie 
Tnaimnn  who  had  been  injured  by  the  criminal. 
More  especiaUy  would  this  be  found  when 
there  was  any  defect  in  the  chain  of  legal 
evidence.  There  was  some  necessity  for  an- 
ticipating this  tardy  process,  for  lessening  the 
expense  to  the  colony,  and  for  ascertaining,  in 
what  be  beUeved  would  be  a  more  just  and 
meedy  way,  such  crimes  as  were  spoken  of  in 
we  BUI.  U  BOoh  crimes  were  to  be  tried  by 
the  ordinary  tribimals  not  one  out  of  a  hundred 
goUij  peoons  would   be  convicted.    He  be- 


Ueved that  firmly,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
law.  What  better  evidence  could  there  be  in 
such  a  case  than  finding  a  man  with  arms  in 
his  hand  ?  But  that  would  not  satisfy  a  Court 
of  law.  Would  moral  evidence  be  of  any 
effect?  Juries  often  said  that  they  were 
monbUy  satisfied  of  guUt,  but  not  le^aUy; 
and  that  was  how  it  would  be  in  nmety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  cases  of  rebeUion,  if 
tried  in  the  ordinary  Courts.  It  was  objected 
that  the  Bill  would  give  indemnity  for  any 
atrocities  that  might  be  committed.  He  ap- 
prehended that  it  was  much  better  to  define 
certain  acts  for  which  indemnity  would  be 
given  than  it  was  to  do  as  had  been  done  in 
Britain,  and  would  be  done  here — to  pass  an 
Act  of  indemnity  at  the  end,  sweeping  over  aU 
crimes,  whether  such  as  would  come  within 
this  Act  or  others  of  a  more  serious  nature. 
Supposing  that  a  commander,  under  this  Act, 
did  anything  not  coming  within  its  terms, 
that  he  ravaged  the  house  of  a  British  subject 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  rebellion,  caused 
a  MiUtiaman  to  be  flogged  iUegally,  or  issued 
orders  which  he  was  not  empowered  to  issue 
to  the  inhabitants  of  a  distnct,  he  would  by 
no  means  be  protected  from  the  natural  opera- 
tion of  the  ordinary  law.  No  one  was  to  be 
punished  for  being  suspected :  he  was  to  be 
tried ;  and,  if  a  man  was  subjected  to  imprimm- 
ment  without  reasonable  grounds  of  suspicion, 
this  Act  would  be  no  more  protection  to 
the  officer  authorising  that  act,  than  would 
a  piece  of  waste  paper.  The  majorilgr  of 
acts  done  by  a  comnuinder  under  miUtary 
law  deserved  indemnity;  but  very  many 
smaU  acts  did  not  deserve  it,  bat,  because 
of  the  many  good  deeds  done,  the  many 
unjust  and  iUegal  ones  were  thought  nothing 
of  when  the  indemnity  came  to  be  considered. 
He  did  not  desire  to  Uve  under  martial  law, 
but  he  should  have  no  objection  to  live  under 
this  Act,  as  he  could  not  be  subjected  to  its 
provisions  unless  he  was  in  rebelUon  or  in 
league  with  rebels.  How  was  it  possible  to 
stop  the  sending  of  suppUes  from  the  City  of 
Auckland  to  the  rebeh,  unless  some  special 
powers  were  given  ?  It  would  be  a  calamity 
if  martial  law  had  to  be  proclaimpd;  but 
if  this  Act  were  passed  nothing  of  the  kind 
would  be  necessary.  So  serious  woiUd  be  the 
difficulty  to  any  Government  recommending 
martial  law  that  he  beUeved  they  would  be 
compelled  to  stand  by  and  see  many  things 
done  which  they  would  like  to  stop,  but  to  stop 
which  they  would  not  run  the  risk  of  proclaim- 
ing martial  law  over  a  large  district.  He  sub- 
mitted that  this  BUI  exactly  met  the  difficulty, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  cordially  adopted  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  supported  the  Bill  for  these 
reasons :  first,  because  the  present  law  was  not 
sufficient  to  repress  the  outrages  that  were 
being  daily  committed ;  second,  because  it 
would  not  apply  to  Maoris  only,  but  to  white 
people ;  because  it  was  to  restrain  abettors  as 
well  as  actors,  whether  they  were  professional 
men,  or  Superintendents  of  provinces,or  eocleei- 
astios.    Wbatever  they  mi(^t  be,  let  them  take 
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tiM  oomaequenoes  of  theit  acta.  He  held  that 
it  was  possible  to  aid  the  Maoris,  not  merely 
by  sending  them  snpplira,  bnt  by  Trtiat  he 
oaUed  treasonable  instigations  and  correspond- 
ence. Thirdly,  he  believed  the  Act  would  be 
far  better  than  martial  law.  It  was  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  any  single  officer  would  have 
power  under  the  Act.  A  Court-martial  must 
be  composed  of  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
tbaa  nine  commanding  officers. 

Mr.  V06EL  much  regretted  that  he  mnst 
give  to  this  Bill  his  unqualified  disappB>val. 
He  could  not  oonoeiTe  that  it  was  Drought 
before  the  House  in  good  faith.  He  did  not 
believe  it  was  what  it  purported  to  be — a  Bill 
"for  the  speedy  Suppression  of  the  Bobellion 
vi^iioh  imhappUy  exists."  That  was  a  very 
pretty  sentimentality  to  introduce  into  the  title 
of  the  Bill,  and  he  supposed  it  was  intended  to 
attract  the  attention  of  honourable  members, 
and  to  make  the  Bill  go  down  favourably. 
More  correctly,  he  believed  it  was  a  Bill  "  to 
transfer  the  Supreme  Authority  in  Case  of  the 
Declaration  of  Martial  Law  from  the  General 
Commanding  to.  the  Governor."  That  he  took 
to  be  the  object,  and  it  was  one  which  the 
House  should  not  be  at  all  desirous  of  seeing 
carried  ont.  They  would  aU  agree  that  it  was 
very  undesirable  to  see  martial  law  in  force  in 
tiiat  province ;  but,  if  the  necessity  arose,  it 
would  be  better  to  introduce  it  in  its  integrity, 
and  not  to  hamper  it  with  restrictions  of  this 
kind.  If  they  were  to  have  martial  law,  let  the 
General  Commanding  have  supreme  authority. 
He  remembered  that  the  late  Governor,  whom 
it  had  been  rather  the  fashion  to  look  down 
upon,  told  the  inhabitants  that,  if  the  dire 
necessity  of  war  was  forced  upon  tiiem,  tiiey 
ootild  not  expect  to  see  it  carried  on  with  rose- 
water — that  it  was  a  harsh  necessity  and  en- 
tailed harsh  conditions  on  those  who  were 
submitted  to  it.  Taranaki,  although  a  small 
province,  was  entitled  to  some  justice.  It  had 
been  found  necessary  to  place  it  under  martial 
law,  and  it  was  a  question  why,  when  Auckland 
came  to  be  affected,  they  should  endeavour  to 
place  it  under  a  martial  law  over  which  the 
members  of  the  Government  were  to  preside. 
He  thought  it  was  not  at  all  calculated  to 
promote  a  settlement  of  the  war  to  allow 
civilians  to  have  too  much  to  do  with  it.  One 
cf  the  greatest  evils  of  this  war  he  conceived 
to  be  the  necessity  enforced  upon  those  who 
had  the  general  administrative  duties  to  per- 
form of  attending  to  other  matters,  and  he 
was  not  at  all  inclined,  by  giving  them  these 
nxuiBual  duties,  to  render  that  evil  still  greater. 
If  he  thought  that  any  assistance  which  the 
members  of  the  Government  or  His  Excellency 
could  give  to  the  General  Commanding  would 
be  of  use  to  him  he  would  say,  with  the 
utmost  willingness,  "  Let  na  saorifioe  every- 
thing to  help  the  General."  But  he  fancied 
that  if  the  General  were  consulted  he  would 
aay  that  it  would  be  very  much  more  con- 
lanient  if  he  had  less  to  do  with  the  civil 
aathority.  Indeed,  he  thought  the  General 
weald  give  hearty  support  to  tho  removed  of 
ttM  seat  of  Oovemment  to  Wellington,  if  on^ 
Mr.Ool«tuo 


to  escape  the  intetfemnoe  ot  numihwi  «i  1ii» 
Government  and  otheia.  It  wae  veiry  ill  ^dnad 
to  have  a  divided,  authority  in  sooh  a  eaae. 
This  was  to  be  remembered :  that,  in  case  tha 
House  passed  thia  BiU,  and  vected  ao  laiae  a 
measure  of  authodty  ia  the  QoTeomMot  of  tha 
day,  that  Oovemment  would  feel  it  naoesaaiy 
to  attend  very  much  more  to  war  matten  than, 
he  thought,  the  House  would  deaiza.  Tba 
House  would  be  proclaiming  a  apeoies  of  aoa- 
pension  of  government  thronghoot  tba  colan. 
Men  could  only  do  a  certain  amount  a<  ««a, 
and,  if  Ministers  had  serious  and  iwnwiiiig  oaDs 
at  Auckland,  they  most  neglect  datiea  eUa- 
where.  Persons  at  a  distance  had  an  imnea- 
sion — probably  an  erroneous  one — that  Oun 
was  a  certain  amount  of  inteteat  exiatiag  ob 
the  spot  which  made  it  deairahle  xatber  tbaa 
otherwise  that  there  should  be  war — that  then 
was  a  large  amount  of  money  spent,  and  that 
many  persons  felt  interested  in  a  oantimiaaea 
of  the  expenditure.  He  did  not  say  that  anah 
was  the  case,  but  he  did  say  that  the  Eoote 
should  strictly  avoid  giving  the  peraona  ai^ 
reason  for  saying  that  they  were  n^t  in  ther 
suppositions.  But,  when  they  oama  to  adifi 
a  difierent  measure  in  this  province  fram  tmt 
adopted  in  Taranaki,  when  they  endeavound 
to  make  the  application  of  martial  law  voy 
light,  and  to  put  its  execution  into  the  haada 
of  the  Governor  and  Ministers  instead  of  leav- 
ing it  to  the  Oeneral,  it  was  calcnlatnd  to  giva 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  desire  to  make  tha 
effect  fall  lighter  on  this  province  tiiaa  it 
should  do.  He  heard  that  tnere  was  a  gnat 
deal  of  distinction  awaiting  thoae  whoproae- 
cnted  this  war  to  a  succesaful  oonolnsiaii — that 
there  was  to  be  knighthood  for  soma  m«mit»»t« 
of  the  Executive,  and  so  forth.  Althon^thay 
would  all,  no  doubt,  feel  hanouzed  by  MinUtw 
receiving  Imperial  honours,  that  waa  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  uiflueiM>ed  to  give  ovac  ths 
authority  of  command  to  the  Ministen  in  ccdrs 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  e*"""t 
distinction.  No  doubt,  if  it  waa  found  neces- 
sary to  proclaim  martial  law  in  Anokland,  it 
would  be  felt  to  be  a  bitter  necessity,  and  ba 
should  heartily  sympathise  with  those  iriio  had 
to  live  under  it.  But  he  could  not  deem  it  t» 
be  his  duty  to  the  rest  of  the  oolony,  or  to  tbs 
Imperial  authorities,  to  consent  to  an  Act  of 
thia  kind,  superseding  the  legitimate  ntmtnJ  cf 
the  General  Commanding  in  the  event  of  mar- 
tial law,  and  perhaps  causing  PomplinatieBa 
that  would  seriously  affect  the  edcaaj  in  attar- 
times  with  the  Inqwtial  authorities.  Bs 
thought  it  probable  that  thia  Act  would  bs 
resented  by  the  Imperial  authorities  and  by 
the  General ;  and,  until  he  was  much  batter 
assured  that  it  would  not  be  so,  he  most  grca 
the  Bill  his  unqualified  disapproval. 

Mr.  STAFFOBC  meant  to  anpport  the  BiB, 
but  in  doing  so  he  had  to  put  greater  oonstcaint 
upon  himself  than  he  had  ever  befbie  been 
compelled  to  do,  or  than  he  hoped  to  haM  ts  da 
again  for  a  long  time  to  come.  He  tooik  it  As 
Bill  was  absolutely  neoaasairf,  and  he  fait  it  to 
be  ao  from  the  fact  of  its  being  kconi^  Joivari 
bgr  the  Colonial  Semetacy.vhMe  aentiiaBntahs 
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Mieved  to  1>e  sinoetely  repngnank  to  anything 
that  even  aiqpeaced  to  coerce  ox  restrain  his 
Mlew-mbjeots,  or  to  interfere  with  the  ordinwy 
tAimala  of  law,  which  be  was  aoonstomed 
to  leterenoe  and  uphold.  Bat  he  (Mt.  Staf- 
iocd)  did  not  think  that  the  advocacy  at  the 
itaaanre  had  been  snpported  by  the  Postmaster- 
Qaneial,  who  really  seemed  to  play  with  the 
intelligence  6f  the  House  in  some  of  his  argu- 
neats,  especially  when  he  said  that  this  Act 
wonld  be  better  than  a  martial  law,  because  it 
specified  the  ofienoes  to  be  dealt  with.  He  had 
nad  the  Bill  oaceiuUy  half  a  doaen  times,  but 
te  had  failed  to  disooTer  any  specific  oflsnce 
•toted.  Could  there  be  a  wider  or  more  oom- 
inbenaiTe  phrase  than  "  aiding  and  abetting 
nbellion  "  ?  And  yet  a  man  might  be  brought 
sader  the  operation  of  the  Act,  not  alone  for 
dnng,  but  because  he  was  suspected  of  doing, 
Mtaething  ooming  within  the  scope  of  those 
muds.  The  honooxable  member  for  Dunedin 
NorUi  mi.  Vogel)  had  alluded  to,  but  had  dis- 
claimed for  himself,  the  opinion,  which  he  said 
DM  entertained  by  some  in  this  country  and  out 
«(  it,  that  certain  persons  in  Auckland  had  an 
Merest  in  the  prolongation  of  this  war ;  and 
the  honourable  member  thought  that  oonfirma- 
tion  of  the  o^inicn  might  be  drawn  from  the 
iaet  of  this  Bill  being  passed  instead  of  mar- 
tin law  being  proclaimed  in  Auckland,  as  was 
done  in  Taranaki.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
wmld  not  see  in  tiiis  very  stringent  Bill  any 
boon  to  the  people  of  Auckland.  Indeed,  that 
Teiy  supposed  gain  or  interest,  which,  by  a 
base  calumniation,  it  had  been  attempted  to 
■bow  some  people  derived  from  the  prolonga- 
fion  of  the  war,  was  just  the  thing  which  this 
BiU  waa  likely  to  stop.  "  Aiding  and  abetting 
the  rebeUicm  "  might  now  extend  to  the  selling 
4f  biaooits,  sugar,  flour,  &c.,  to  persons  who 
mi^t  be  snppoeed  to  be  in  connection  with 
the  rebellion.  Holding  the  opinions  he  did 
gansrally  ae  to  constitutional  liberty,  he  could 
not  speak  at  any  length  on  this  measure.  He 
supported  it  willingly  as  a  matter  of  tiecessity, 
bnt  moat  reluctantly  aaa  matter  of  precedent ; 
and  he  tmatod  it  would  be  long  before  the 
Honse  wonld  be  required  to  place  on  the  statute 
book  any  similar  enactment. 

Mr.  MANTEIjL  thought  this  one  of  the  moat 
perfect  Bills  ever  laid  on  the  table — he  meant 
that  to  him  it  was  one  of  the  most  perfectly 
atrocious  interferences  with  the  liberfy  of  the 
nbjeot  he  had  ever  known.  Why,  a  man 
mi^t  be  brought  under  its  operation  because 
be  waa  suspected  of  aiding  or  comforting  some- 
body who  was  suspected  to  be  in  rebellion  against 
a  Queen  whose  existence  the  suspected  rebel 
aught  suspect,  but  as  to  whom  he  really  knew 
aeuiing ;  and,  being  so  brought  under  ute  Act, 
the  victim  might  be.oalled  before  a  drumhead 
Oeurt-martial,  composed  of  a  major  or  lientoa- 
•nt-colonel — a  kind  of  man  selected  for  his 
hig^  iMjal  knowledge  and  great  love  of  liberty — 
iaiiiatnci  by  thiee  other  men  of  lees  knowledge 
and  aUlity,  selected  therefor,  and  be  subjected 
baaaiything  from  imprisonment  to  death.  Of 
MkOBB  ttiia  waa  a  mere  trifle ;  and  the  officera 
*mrid  aiqpzoMh  tkaii  te^  irith  the  gcaatai  dif- 


fidence beoaose  their  aet,  whatever  it  might  be^ 
waa  sanctioned  beforehand.  He  had  had  some 
opportunities  of  observing  the  class  whence 
tiaose  who  would  serve  on  such  Courts-martial 
would  have  to  be  selected ;  and  perhaps  ^e 
Colonial. Secretary  would  be  startled  to  hear 
that  amongst  those  gentlemen  the  latest  idea- 
was  something  to  this  effect :  "  There  will  be  no- 
peace  in  this  country  until  a  bishop  or  an 
archdeacon  or  two  are  himg."  He  really  did 
not  see  how  the  head  of  the  Church,  whom  he 
revered,  could  escape  under  this  Act.  That 
Prelate  was,  or  had  been,  "  suspected  " — ^by  un- 
thinking persons,  perhaps ;  bat  the  fact  of  being 
unthinking  did  not  disjoalify  anyone  for  a 
commission  in  Her  Majesty's  forces,  or  from 
being  a  field  officer.  He  was  accustomed  to 
use  tolerable  liberty  of  speech;  and,  in  the 
absence  of  all  definition  of  ofienoes,  he  felt  that 
it  would  not  be  safe  to  live  in  the  Northern 
I  Island  if  the  Bill  was  passed.  Why,  he  might 
be  "  suspected  "  because,  at  a  dinner-table,  he 
would  not  agree  that  "  all  those  niggers  shonld 
be  wiped  off."  He  felt  that  if  he  lived  nndet 
this  Act  he  should  be  perpetrating  a  fraud  on 
the  insurance  offices  ;  and  if  it  passed  he  should 
prefer  going  to  the  diggings  and  becoming  ik 
constituent  of  his  honourable  friend  o^xMltft 
(Mr.  Brodie). 

Dr.  FEATHEBSTON  believed  it  would  be 
infinitely  safer  to  declare  martial  law  in  any 
district  where  it  might  be  necessary  than  to 
pass  this  Bill.  Not  only  had  no  outrage  been 
niUierto  committed  under  martial  law,  although 
several  times  proclaimed  in  the  colony,  but 
they  could  all  feel,  when  a  Bill  of  Indemnity 
came  before  them,  that  they  could  safely  pass 
it,  with  a  good  conscience.  Under  the  Act  it 
would  really  be  unsafe  for  a  man  who  was 
obnoxious  to  the  authorities  to  utter  a  single 
word  on  a  political  subject ;  and  it  would  not 
be  safe  for  the  Superintendent  of  a  province' 
to  go  amongst  the  Natives,  although  his  sol» 
object  was  to  win  them  over  to  the  Queen's 
authority.  He  implored  the  House  to  pause 
before  placing  in  the  hands  of  any  men  such 
monstrous  and  unheard-of  powers ;  and  not  to 
signalize  the  acceptance  of  responsibility  in 
Native  affairs  by  passing  a  measure  which 
would  excite  the  mdignation  of  the  whole 
British  Empire. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  the  passing  of  similar  Acts 
in  India  during  the  mutiny  had  no  such  effect 
upon  the  British  public  as  that  just  predicted. 
The  necessity  was  deplored,  but  admitted ;  Euad 
when  those  Acts  had  answered  their  purpose 
they  oame  to  an  end.  It  ought  to  be  enough 
now,  for  this  House,  that  the  proposed  Bill  was 
required ;  and  he  hoped  honourable  members 
would  vote  for  it,  undeterred  by  the  torriblo 
bugbear  that  no  name,  however  great  or  holy, 
would  be  safe.  If  his  own  father  was  found 
aiding  and  abetting  the  rebellion  he  should 
desire  to  see  a  Court-msurtial  do  its  duty;  and 
as  he  would  not  exclude  his  own  parent,  so 
neither  wonld  he  exclude  frtun  the  operation  o£ 
the  BiU  the  head  of  the  State  or  the  head  of 
Um  ChoMh.    Be  would  (mly  hope  that  no  one 
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whom  he  revered  would  bring  himself  or  herself 
under  the  Act. 

Mr.  FITZOERAIjD  said  he  would  offer  the 
same  opposition,  and  for  the  sajne  reasons,  to 
this  Bill  as  be  had  done  to  the  previous  one. 
But  he  wished  to  point  out  this  fact,  which  had 
apparently  escaped  notice :  that  the  absence 
oi  this  Act  had  been  no  obstacle  whatever,  so 
far  as  he  could  se;,  to  acts  for  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion  totally  contrary  to  the  law  of 
Englemd,  and  subjecting,  if  that  law  were 
striotly  carried  out,  the  General  and  aU  the 
officers  of  the  armv  to  be  tried  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  colony  for  murder.  It 
was  not  lawful  to  put  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  to  death  except  in  due  course  of  law; 
but  we  had  been  doing  it  on  all  sides.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  moment  a  state  of 
affairs  arose  such  as  that  which  had  now  existed 
for  four  months  in  this  province,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  at  once,  before  a  life 
was  lost,  to  proclaim  martial  law.  In  a  riot, 
which  might  last  for  an  hour  or  two,  it  was 
lawful  for  the  authorities  for  the  time  being, 
after  reading  the  Biot  Act,  to  take  such  steps 
OS  might  be  necessary,  and  even  to  sacrifice 
Ufe,  for  the  suppression  of  a  dangerous  out- 
break ;  but  it  was  not  lawful,  as  far  as  he  was 
informed,  to  maintain  an  armed  force,  in  act  of 
war,  against  any  part  of  the  people,  except 
under  the  proclamation  of  martial  law.  He 
entirely  admitted  that  there  were  some  subjects 
to  be  dealt  with  which  were  not  now  dealt 
with  at  all,  but  which,  if  what  we  heard  was 
to  be  believed,  ought  to  have  been  dealt  with 
long  ago,  such  as  the  supplying  of  food  to  the 
hostile  army,  and  the  intercourse  kept  up 
between  the  English  and  that  army  by  go- 
betweens — which  oould  only  be  dealt  with  by  a 
still  further  suspension  of  the  ordinary  law  than 
had  already  taken  place  in  practice,  although 
not  by  Proclamation.  It  was  quite  clear  that 
the  present  state  of  things  could  not  and  ought 
not  to  last  an  hour,  without  certain  districts 
being  put  under  martial  law ;  and  he  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  Ministers  had  done  right  in 
bringing  this  subject  before  the  House,  though 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  quite  in  its  present 
form.  He  would  rather  have  seen  them  ask 
for  an  Act  of  Indemnity  for  all  things  done 
under  martial  law  without  its  proclamation 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  then  have  asked 
for  indemmty  for  what  might  be  done  in  future 
tinder  the  legal  operation  of  martial  law.  He 
had  no  clear  idea  of  the  details  of  this  Bill,  for 
it  had  not  been  long  enough  in  the  hands  of 
members,  a^nd  what  little  time  he  had  had  he 
had  given  to  the  other  Bill,  which  he  considered 
to  be  infinitely  the  more  dangerous,  because 
it  was  to  be  permanent  instead  of  temporary. 
No  such  two  measures  had  ever,  he  believed, 
been  presented  to  Parliament  with  so  short  a 
time  lor  their  consideration  as  the  two  brought 
before  the  House  that  day. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  give 
this  Bill  a  more  reluotsmt  support  than  was 
given  it  ^Ministers  themselves.  They  did  not 
Ask  the  House  to  pass  a  Bill  giving  suoh  powers 
Ur.  WUtiM 


to  the  Oovemot  because  they  desired  it,  bat 
simply  because  they  believed  it  to  be  a  Tnatter 
of  alraolnte  necessity,  if    the  EzecntiTe  WM 
really  to  suppress  tlus  rebellion.    There  inn 
few  who  could  know  so  well  the  difficulties  ia 
which  the  Government  were  placed  as  thoM 
who  themselves  had  the  adminiatn^ian  of  af- 
fairs.   The  Government  was  called  upon  daily 
and  hourly  to  do  acts  which  wete  atiM(datob^ 
illegal,  but  which  they  oonsidered  abs(datefy 
necessary   for  the  public  safety.    They  woe 
obliged  to  put  all  sorts  of  restnctiom  upon  the 
clearances  of  vessels,  to  assume  an  almost  con- 
tinental police  surveillance  of  those  vessels,  ia 
order  to  prevent  supplies  going  direct  to  ths 
rebels.    This  had  been  pressed  upon  theon  ow 
and  over  again  by  the  General ;  but  Qwy  bad 
endeavoured  to  stave  it  off,  solely  becaoae  tbcf 
desired,  above  all  things,  not  to  assume  powan 
which  the  law  did  not  give  them.    Yet  tbcf 
were  driven  to  it  at  last  by  the  very  fozce  of 
circumstances.     One  main  reason  which  in- 
duced the  Governor  to  desire  that  Parliament 
should  be  assembled,  at  whatever  inconvenieasB 
to  honourable  members,  was  because  he  fait 
reluctance  to  assume  responsibility,   and  yet 
felt  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  he  shraU 
not  do  so.    Therefore  he  thought  it  his  dnty  to 
summon  Parliament  at  the  earliest  i>niiiiiHe 
period,  in  order  that  the  powers  might  be  placed 
m  his  hands  which  he  believed  to  he  neoessuy 
to  insure  the  public  safety.    Ministers  thought 
that,  if  those  powers  were  denied  them,  it  was 
absurd  on  the  port  of  Parliament  to  aak  them 
vigorously  to   prosecute  the  war   and   tesl^ 
to    suppress  the   rebellion.     The  honooBtiM 
member    for    Dnnedin    North     (Mr.    Vc^eD 
implied,  or  said,  that  this  BUI  was  not.  what  it 
pretended  to  be,  but  was  an  attempt  on  ths 
part  of  the  Executive  to  deprive  the  Genenl 
of  powers  that  should  be  placed  in  bis  hand& 
He  (Mr.  Wood)  could  not  understand  how  ha 
honourable  friend  arrived  at  that  oonclnsian. 
Possibly  it  might  be  from  the  wording  d  the 
2nd  clause :  "  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Go- 
vernor from  time  to  time  to  issue  his  orden," 
&o.    But  who,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  proclaim  martial  law  ?    The  Govemoc. 
and  not  the  General ;  and  under  it  he  would 
exercise  powers  only  much  more  strong  and 
arbitrary  than  would  be  possible  under  thu  Act 
The  honourable  member  threw  out  an  insinua- 
tion that  there  was  a  divided  authority,  and  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  meddle 
with  matters  they  ought  not  to  interfere  with. 
He  (Mr.  Wood)  oould  answer  for  the  late  Go- 
vernment, and  also  for  the  present  one,  that 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  the  sols 
object  they  had — and  for  it  thev  had  exerted 
every  effort— was  to  place  absolutely  and  un- 
reservedly at  the  command|of  the  General  looh 
men  and  suoh  money  as  he  desired.    That  feel- 
ing did  not  exist  alone  in  the  Government,  bat 
also  in  the  people  of  this  province.    They  wets 
as  willing  to  go  as  the  Government  were  to  send 
them,  and,  instead  of  the  Government  interfer- 
ing with  the  General,  or  attempting  to  exaieiM 
authority  over  him,  they  had  been  his  hamUet 
willisg,  and  obedient  servanfau    He  nndemtond 
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tiMse  who  8»id  they  would  oppose  the  Bill  to 
wish  the  OoTenunent  to  recommend  His  Ez- 
eeUency  to  pioolaim  martial  law  over  this  pro- 
mice.  That  subject  had  been  more  than  once 
mtdm  disoossion,  but  they  had  hesitated,  and 
they  hesitated  stUl,  before,  by  a  single  edict  of 
titeirs,  placing  a  large  commercial  city  like 
Aaokland  under  the  arbitrary  power  of  one 
man,  be  he  who  he  might.  They  preferred  to 
some  to  tiie  House  and  ask  for  certain  specific 
powers,  which  were  stated  in  the  Act — ^powers 
which  had  been  already  given  by  the  Legis- 
latores  of  other  countries  to  the  Executive 
authority — powers  not  only  not  without  prece- 
dent, but  which,  notwithstanding  what  had 
been  said  during  the  debate,  he  believed  to 
have  acted  in  other  countries  in  a  salutary  and 
useful  manner.  The  honourable  member  for 
WaJlsbce  (Mr.  Mantell)  had  talked  about  in- 
fringing on  the  liberties  of  the  subject ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Wood)  thought  those  liberties  were  much 
more  infringed  by  living  under  the  tomahawk 
of  tiie  Maori  than  they  would  be  by  this  Act. 
It  must  be  under  one  or  the  other ;  there 
ocmid  be  no  question  about  that.  If  the  rebel- 
lion vras  to  oe  stopped,  it  must  be  by  other 
meaps  than  those  of  fighting ;  for  the  Oovem- 
ment  must  be  able  to  check  the  aiding  of  the 
tebeUion  by  the  furnishing  of  supplies,  by  con- 
oealment,  by  furnishing  false  reporta,  and  by  a 
thousand  other  means.  It  was  quite  as  neces- 
sary to  be  able  to  check  those  things  as  that 
the  troops  and  the  Militia  should  be  armed 
with  power  to  act  in  the  field.  He  should  very 
mnoh  regret  it  if  the  motion  was  negatived,  for 
it  would  place  the  Government  in  very  peculiar 
difficulties.  While  the  House  was  calling  on 
the  Government,  as  loudly  as  it  could,  to  pro- 
seoute  the  war  to  a  successful  issue,  such  a 
Tote  would,  in  fact,  be  a  denial  of  the  jrawers 
necessary  to  do  what  was  demanded. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  said  the  last  speaker 
had  told  them  that  if  this  Bill  were  not  passed 
the  war  could  not  be  prosecuted  vigorously. 
The  war  began  in  March  last,  and  this  was 
Kovember.  What  was  the  logical  deduction  ? 
Why,  that  the  Government  had  not  hitherto 
been  prosecuting  the  vrar  vigorously.  That  ar- 
Kument  of  the  honourable  member  was  there- 
lote  worth  nothing.  Every  day  brought  out 
more  strongly  the  false  position  in  which  they 
had  been  placed  by  the  want  of  judgment 
shown  in  smnmoning  the  Assembly  at  such  a 
time.  He  warned  Ministers  not  to  draw  too 
largely  on  the  confidence  the  House  had  so 
liberally  reposed  in  them.  He  did  not  think 
such  sweepmg  measures  as  this  and  the  one 
of  which  they  had  already  passed  the  second 
reading  were  necessary.  He  believed  it  could 
not  be  maintained  that  a  Bill  of  this  sort  was 
a  usual  aooompaniihent  of  efforts  to  suppress 
rebellion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  usual  course 
was  to  proclaim  martial  law.  He  would  urge 
tiiat  there  should  be  no  jealousy  of  the  power  of 
the  General.  Things  having  gone  so  far,  all 
they  could  do  was  to  go  on  and  trust  in  the 
aims  of  the  General.  He  (Mr.  Eitzherbert)  felt 
inclined  to  support  the  Government  in  any 
isaasuxe  they   might  bring  forward,,  but  he 


would  not,  beyond  a  certain  point,  refrain  from 
expressing  his  opinion,  and  earnestly  beseeching 
those  gentlemen  not  to  draw  too  lugely  on  the 
confidence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DIIiLON  BELL  said  that  in  former 
times,  on  such  subjects  as  those  discussed  that 
day,  there  had  been  a  marked  distinction  be- 
tween the  views  expressed  by  the  two  parties 
into  which  the  House  had  naturally  divided 
itself  from  the  moment  of  its  creation.  Men 
who  felt  what  they  said  had  expressed  opinions- 
in  forcible  language.  But  they  were  now  suffer- 
ing under  the  evils  which  undoubtedly  attended 
that  state  of  things  when  parliamentary  go- 
vernment— that  was,  government  by  party — did: 
not  exist,  and  when  a  Coalition  Ministiy  had 
the  administration  of  the  Government.  They 
were  labouring  under  this  difficulty:  that, 
opinions  were  not  honestly  and  fturly  ex- 
pressed, and  when  honourable  members  could 
not  be  looked  to  by  the  country  fearlessly  to- 
uphold  opinions  they  were  known  to  entertain. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  there  had  never  before- 
been  a  session  when  two  such  Bills  as  those- 
before  the  House  would  be  introduced  in  one 
day,  or  when  one  of  them  would  have  passed 
its  second  reading  without  anything  that  de- 
served the  name  of  a  discussion.  That  Bill, 
which  practically  repealed  and  took  away  from 
the  Natives  the  rights  given  them  by  the  legis- 
lation of  last  session,  had  passed  the  second 
reading  -without  a  single  observation  being 
made  on  the  real  subject  at  issue,  the  whole- 
debate  being  taken  up  by  the  most  meagre  in- 
troduction of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  by  an 
impromptu  speech,  of  great  abiUty  and  elo- 
quence, out  totally  beside  the  subject,  by  the- 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere.  He  would 
ask  the  honourable  member  to  consider,  with 
respect  to  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  extraordinarily  strong  na- 
ture of  its  clauses,  it  was  intended,  or  was. 
originally  intended — for  he  must  congratulate 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  upon 
his  steadily  pursuing  the  policy  of  his  predeces- 
sors, without  a  single  word  of  acknowledgment 
for  taking  that  course — the  Bill  was  intended 
to  meet  a  state  of  circumstances  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  was  usually  met  by  the 
application  of  martial  law  ;  and,  although  they 
had  heard  a  very  lucid  explanation  from  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  a  very  eloquent  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,, 
he  had  utterly  failed  todetectthe  slightest  state- 
ment in  the  speech  of  any  Minister,  of  the  real  ob- 
jects which  the  late  Government  had  in  intend- 
mg  to  bring  in  t^e  BUI.  To  show  the  state  of 
things  which  the  Bill  was  intended  to  meet  he 
would  give,  as  an  illustration,  an  event  which 
actually  occurred  ;  and,  since  a  reference,  which 
he  could  not  consider  altogether  constitutional,, 
had  been  mode  to  the  reasons  which  influenced 
His  Excellency  in  siunmoning  the  Assembly, 
he  would  state  events  which  he  believed  had 
considerable  influence  on  that  decision.  A 
few  days  before  the  Maungatawhiri  was  crossed 
by  the  General  the  Governor  had  considered  it 
necessary  for  the  public  safety  to  direct  notices 
to  be  issued  to  the  HatLves  in  the  settlements- 
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tietween  tibis  and  the  Waikato  Biver  to  olear 

■ont,  tmless  they  would  taJce  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, submit  to  the  Queen,  and  deliver  up 
their  arms.  Whether  tiiat  was  a  right  or  a 
wrong  step  he  was  not  going  to  discuss.  The 
"Manngatawhiri  was  crossed,  and  two  days  after- 
vards  the  Government  received  intelligence 
that  certain  chiefs  were  at  a  place  called  Kiri- 
kiri,  near  Fapakura,  who  had  refused  eithu  to 
take  the  oath  or  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  He 
i(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  was  commanded  by  the  Gk>- 
^emor  to  proceed  presently  to  the  settlement, 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  induce  them, 
before  other  measures  were  taken,  to  surrender 
their  arms,  or  at  any  rate  to  depart  in  peaoe. 
Prior  to  leaving  the  place  in  which  he  was 
.during  early  morning,  before  visiting  the  settle- 
ment, intelligence  was  received  that  the  two 
.3ferediths — the  first  persons  murdered  in  this 
^ar — were  missing  from  their  homes ;  and  the 
Tery  natural  suspicion  was  entertained,  not 
merely  by  a  great  many  people  on  the  spot, 
but  by  people  who,  like  himself,  were  engaged 
in  a  mission  of-  some  difficulty,  that  the  chiefs 
«nd  other  Natives  at  Kiwkiri  were  either  prin- 
'Oipals  or  aooessories  in  some  way  to  the 
•outrages  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the 
Merediths.  He  would  not  detail  the  conver- 
laation  he  had  with  the  chiefs,  nor  would  he 
take  the  trouble  to  vindicate  himself  against 
4he  most  unjust  aspersions  that  were  cast 
upon  him  with  reference  to  this  matter ;  but, 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  after  hecoming 
acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  Merediths 
liod  been  murdered  and  their  bodies  had  been 
found,  he  travelled  into  Auckland,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  an  express  was  sent  desir- 
ing that  those  particular  chiefs  should  be  forth- 
with arrested.  A  movement  of  troops  took 
place,  and  certain  Natives  were  taken  into  cus- 
tody. It  might  have  been  right  or  wrong  so  to 
arrest  those  men,  it  might  be  right  or  wrong  to 
keep  them  in  custody  as  they  had  been  kept  up 
to  the  present  time,  but  up  to  that  moment 
there  had  not  been  the  smallest  le^  i>ower 
for  what  had  been  and  what  was  being  done. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  an  act  for  the  public 
safety  which  the  Governor  considered  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  perform.  He  would 
ask  the  House  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
extremely  unfortunate  if,  from  the  failure  to 
proclaim  martial  law  in  the  Auckland  District, 
the  GoTemor  had  considered  himself  precluded 
from  taking  such  action  ?  If  the  House,  from 
squeamishness  of  feeling,  would  not  authorize 
such  an  act  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  circum- 
stances might  occur  daily  in  which  Parliament 
would  regret  having  left  the  Governor  only  the 
alternative  o/  not  taking  such  steps  or  of  pro- 
claiming martial  law  over  a  whole  district. 
There  was  now  in  every  district  the  Maori  flag 
flying.  In  those  districts  where,  by  a  fiction, 
it  was  said  that  the  Natives  were  friendly,  it 
was  known  that  the  Kind's  runanga  had  a 
substantial  and  constantly-mcreasing  i>ower — 
a  power  which  the  safety  of  the  colony  re- 
quired should  be  finally  and  effectively  put 
down.  At  that  moment,  he  believed,  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Wellington  (Dr.  Featheiston) 
Mr.  Dillon  BeU 


was  UTtnxe  that  thece  had  lately  been  hsU  ft 
runanga  in  the  Waiiara^  Distziot,  «t  wlii«h 
laws  bad  been  passed,  a  Maoci  OenenUeketsi, 
and  a  variety  of  other  ateps  taken  for  the  |i»- 
elamati<»i  ol  martial  law  by  the  Uaoria..  It 
would  be  a  very  anfartniiate  state  of  things  if 
the  Qovemot  should  be  driven  to  the  altttsft- 
tive  of  doing  notiiing  at  Wairacapa,  ox  fv- 
olaiming  martial  law  and  so  creating  ^cat 
alarm  to  a  number  of  pecqiie  who  flattewfl 
themselves  that  everything  there  was  at  peace. 
He  (Mr.  DiUon  Bell)  held  that  the  bestpoatwB 
in  which  the  Executive  would  be  pUoedmi 
that  of  being  able  at  any  mament  to  issue  hi 
order  for  the  performance  of  some  act  uecematj 
for  the  public  safety,  and,  in  case  of  a  eniae 
being  committed  which  was  not  oognixaUe  )iy 
the  ordinary  process  of  law,  then  to  have  it 
summarily  punished  by  means  of  a  tnbaaal 
such  as  was  contemplated  in  this  Act.  The 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  Ezecative  was  a 
totally  difierent  thing  from  the  ezMoiae  «{ 
martial  law  by  the  miUiary  aathatitiee.  Fee 
everything  tbie  civil  Government  might  do 
under  this  Bill  they  mi{^t  be  called  upon  \ff 
the  House  to  answer. — (No,  no.) — ^He  said  th^ 
might.  The  Governor  was  ^nthorized  bam 
time  to  time  to  issue  orders,  and  any  <^  thoea 
orders  would  practically  cause  a  snspensicai  of 
the  Habecu  Oorpos  Act.  They  knew  that  nndic 
the  present  system  the  meaning  of  the  ward 
"  Governor  "  in  the  Act  was  really  "  the  Ham- 
try  for  the  time  being,"  and,  ooDaeaaen%, 
those  powers,  being  exercised  by  the  itiaist^, 
were  exercised  snbjeot  to  the  review  <^  tka 
House.  The  histozy  of  martial  law  tkt  Tazaoaki 
disclosed  a  state  M  things  which  oanaed  turn 
greatly  to  wonder  that  it  could  be  atgatAHJ  as 
a  better  alternative  than  this  BUI  by  those  who 
had  most  known  its  operation.  Tlie  boooiK- 
able  member  for  Grey  uid  BeU  last  session  pet 
it  as  one  of  the  stoongest  grounds  on  which  be 
claimed  compensation  for  the  TaraniJri  aettlos 
that  they  had  been  placed  under  such  iniqui- 
tous restrictims  by  martial  law.  The  hooowi- 
able  member  described  how  their  potatoes  had 
been  taken,  how  they  wra»  not  allowed  to  look 
after  their  cattle,  how  they  had  been  shut  ap 
in  a  blockhouse 

An  Hon.  Mbmbtcb.  —  That  Vfas  under  &e 
Mutiny  Act. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— But  theprorlanwtim 
of  martial  law  practtoally  brought  ail  tiwsa 
things  upon  the  district.  His  htmoozable  fiiead 
had  seen  here  a  very  difierent  sight  from  that 
he  saw  at  Taranaki.  The  honoiuable  member 
had  seen  the  whole  popolatlon  torn  out ;  and 
he  defied  the  honourable  member  to  prove  tltat 
the  people  of  Auckland  had  shown  even  ^ 
most  ordinary  impatience  or  had -uttered  mb>- 
plaints  because  of  the  restrictions  imposed  Iiy 
the  Mutiny  Act.  True,  there  might  be  some 
such  complaints  found  in  stupid  letters  thatwKs 
oooasionuly  published  in  the  newspapers ;  but 
there  had  been  no  refusal  to  perform  the  aidoooa 
duties  imposed — nothing  that  would  be  dignified 
by  the  nameof  dcompliunt  as  coming  frun  tiie 
people  of  the  Aucklaind  Province.  There  bad 
been  nothing  like  the  complaints  brought  te- 
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ward  last  sesrion  as  the  result  of  martial  law  in 
Taranaki.    He  thought  they  were  a  great  deal 
too  mealj-monthed  in  thia  matter.    They  were 
in  the  midst  of  a  rebellion,  and  actually  within 
gunshot  of  a  stockade.    With  nine  thousand 
men  under  turns,  helpless  women  and  children 
could  be  shot  in  broad  day,  without  the  means 
of  tftking  proper  redress.    Nobody  said  that 
the  General  had  not  done  what  he  could,  or 
that  the  late  Ezecutive  did  not  do  what  they 
isould.     But  those  outrages  were  committed; 
and  it  was  known  well  that  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  would  not  help  the  matter  one  bit. 
It  would  do  nothing  but  paralyse  the  Eze- 
•outive  —  prevent  them  from  taking  a  proper 
share  in  the  management  of  the  necessary 
steps  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and 
wonld  throw  the  whole  action,  as  well  as  the 
whole  power,  upon  the  militeay  authorities. 
•The  best  course,  assuredly,  was  to  give  the 
-Oovemor  power  to  issue  such  orders,  as  applied 
to  any  district,  as  might  be  necessary,  and  to 
'  constitute  Courts  in  which  offences  of  a  trea- 
sonable character  could  be  punished.    By  so 
'doing,  and  without  subjecting  great  commercial 
distncts  like  Auckland  and  Wellington  to  the 
terrors  of  martial  law,  the  House  would  do 
everything  necessary  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  Grovemor  himself,  and  would  pltbce  an 
effective  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  Bxecntive 
'GoveEnment.     He  did  not  want  to  refer  to 
Ireland  or   any   other  country,   for   it  mat- 
tend  little   whether  they  governed  by  preee- 
-dente  or  created  them.     The  only  question 
fras,  With  an  enormous  army  in  the  field,  and 
with  great  expense  incurred  and  to  be  incurred 
for  the  colonial  contingent,  by  what  means 
could  they  most  effectually  arm  the  Executive 
with  power  to  do  what  they,  and  not  the  mili- 
tary authority,  considered  necessary  for  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion?    He  trusted  the 
House  would  adopt  the   more  constitutional 
.^oourse — ^would  give  the  Ministry  the  fullest 
power,  but  hold  them  responsible  for  the  exer- 
cise of  it.  

Mr.  7AHES  WILLIAMSON  supported  the 
Bin. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  he  was  very  glad  he 
did  not  close  the  debate  at  an  earlier  period, 
as  it  seemed  he  might  have  done  at  the  time ; 
because,  whether  in  the  colony  or  at  Home, 
nothing  could  be  more  hurtful  to  the  position 
of  the  Ministry  than  that  they  should  appear 
to  have  filched  success  for  such  a  measure.  He 
should  be  brief  in  answer  to  the  objections 
urged  against  the  Bill,  because  many  of  them 
h&d  been  answered  by  independent  members. 
One  objection  strongly  urged  by  several  honour- 
able members  was  that  the  character  of  the 
Bill  was  monstrous  and  wholly  unheard-of.  He 
thought  that  some  of  those  honourable  mem- 
bers must  have  been  absent  from  the  House 
when  he  introduced  the  measure ;  because  he 
referred  to  the  English  Statute  Book  to  show 
that  at  a  recent  period  there  was  legislation  of 
a  somewhat  analogous  character — the  difference 
being  that  the  state  of  things  at  Home  at  the 
time  was  far  less  alarming  than  here,  and  there- 
fore the  less  requiring  that  the  ordinary  law 


should  be  interfered  with.  The  Act  of  18M, 
which  had  been  copied  word  for  word,  was  not 
passed  for  the  suppression  of  open  rebellion, 
but  for  putting  down  illegal  disturbances,  secret 
associations,  and  agrarian  riots.  This  was  suf- 
ficient answer  to  the  objection  that  the  nature 
of  the  Bill  was  unheard-of  and  was  likely  to 
cause  great  excitement  at  Home  as  abhorrent 
to  the  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution. 
Another  objection  was  that  it  was  supposed 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  de- 
trsMt  from  the  powers  vested  by  the  ordinary 
law  in  the  hands  of  the  Oeneral.  But,  as  had 
been  explained  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the 
Oeneral  had  no  more  power  to  proclaim  martial 
law  than  had  any  boy  in  the  street.  When  it 
was  proclaimed  by  the  Governor,  then  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  particular  district 
had  certain  powers  under  it ;  and  this  Bill  did 
not  interfere  in  any  with  the  power  to  proclaim 
or  enforce  martial  law.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  took  to  task  the 
Postmaster-General  for  asserting  that  the  Bill 
dealt  with  specific  offences.  Perhaps  it  was 
not  quite  right  to  use  the  word  "  specific ; "  but 
undoubtedly  the  Bill  was  a  very  great  limitation 
of  the  powers  ordinarily  supposed  to  be  vested 
in  a  military  commander  under  martial  law. 
If  honourable  members  would  run  through 
what  was  4°°^  l^t  year  in  Taranaki  they 
would  find  many  things  which  grossly  violated 
the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  but  they  were  not 
done  under  the  Mutiny  Act,  as  one  honourable 
member  supposed.  The  taking  of  potatoes,  the 
seizure  of  a  house,  and  things  of  that  sort 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Mutiny  Act ;  and, 
what  was  more,  they  could  not  be  done 
under  this  Act,  seeing  that  a  house  or  a  heap 
of  potatoes  could  not  well  "  aid  and  abet"  re- 
bellion. The  honourable  member  (Mr.  Mantell) 
thought  he  would  be  cheating  the  insurance 
offices  by  continuing  In  this  Island  if  the  Bill 
was  passed.  The  honourable  member  ne^  not 
fear  that.  He  would  not  oheat  the  offices  if 
he  came  to  suffer  the  highest  penalty  under 
this  Act,  for  they  never  paid  when  a  man  was 
hanged.  Suppose  that  the  Government  learned 
that  some  treasonable  practice  was  being  car- 
ried on  in  some  comer  of  Wellington,  say 
Wairarapa  or  Wanganui,  it  would  not  do  to 
wait  for  the  tardy  operation  of  the  common 
law,  and,  if  this  Act  was  not  passed,  the  whcde 
district  must  be  proclaimed  under  martial  law, 
and  even  then  there  might  be  no  officer  at  hand 
to  enforce  it.  This  Act  would  enable  a  par- 
ticular offence  in  any  part  of  the  colony  to  be 
reached  by  an  isolated  act  of  the  authorities, 
without  any  one  but  the  offender  being  terrified 
or  interfered  with.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  complained  that 
he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  somewhat  ungenerously  ap- 
propriated as  hia  own  the  Bill  prepared  by  the 
late  Ministry.  He  thought  that,  on  considera- 
tion, the  honourable  member  would  see  that 
there  was  not  much  foundation  for  the  charge. 
He  (Mr.  Fox)  had  not,  as  was  once  said, 
"caught  his  opponents  bathing,  and  taken 
away  their  clothes" — at  least,  not  with  any 
felonious   intent.    If  the  recent  change  had 
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taken  place  after  a  great  debate  on  policy,  and 
the  Ministry  had  -afterwards  tMlopted  the  mea- 
Bores  of  their  predecessors,  those  gentlemen 
might  have  turned  roimd  and  said,  "  You  have 
tamed  us  out,  and  are  now  doing  precisely 
what  you  ejected  us  for  proposing."  But  the 
late  Jlinistnr  went  out  avowedly  oeoanse  they 
were  not  able  in  another  place  to  secure  a 
member  to  carry  on  the  busuiess  of  the  coun- 
try. He,  more  fortunate,  had  secured  such  a 
member,  ani  therefore  it  was  he  found  himself 
in  office,  and  his  predecessors  found  themselves 
oat  of  it.  Under  those  circumstances  there 
was  nothing  ungenerous  in  his  talcing  up  with- 
out acknowledgment  the  papers  he  found  in 
the  office,  more  especially  as  two  members  of 
the  late  Ministry  were  now  his  colleagues,  and 
the  Bills  prepared  were  as  much  their  property 
as  that  of  uie  outgoing  members.  He  could 
only  repeat  his  trust  that  the  House  would  pass 
the  Bill,  in  the  assurance  that  His  Excellency 
would  not  be  recommended  to  apply  it  ex- 
cept under  circumetanoes  of  the  utmost  neces- 
sify.  One  remark  would  take  the  sting  out  of 
the  complaints  that  any  person  suspected  could 
be  arrested  under  this  Act.  He  would  remind 
the  House  that  under  the  present  Bill  no  sen- 
tence could  be  carried  out  until  it  had  been  laid 
before  His  Excellency,  and  by  him  it  must  be 
referred  to  his  Responsible  Advisers,  so  that,  as 
had  been  said,  the  Ministry  would  be  responsible 
to  the  House  for  every  sentence.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  have  this  confidence  in  the 
Ministers :  that  they  were  not  likely  unneoes- 
sarily  to  do  anythmg  to  infringe  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  or  otherwise  to  operate 
to  the  injury  of  the  colony;  and  that  they 
would  only  take  steps  under  the  Act  in  cases 
of  extreme  difficulty  and  danger,  when  open 
lebellion  demanded  instant  and  active  treat- 
ment. 
The  House  divided. 


Bell 

Butler 

Carter 

Colenso 

Curtis 

Fitzherbert 

Gillies 

Qraham,  B. 

Jollie 


,Ates,  26. 
Monro,  J. 
O'Neill 
O'Borke 
Paterson 
Benall 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 
Russell 
Stafford 


Taylor,  0.  J. 

Turton 

Wayne 

Wells 

Williamson,  Jas 

Wilson 

Wood. 

Teller. 
Pox. 


Noes,  10. 
Atkinson  Mantell  Williamson,Jno 

Featherston       Reynolds  Tellar. 

FitzGerald         Taylor,  W.  W.  Richmond,  J.  C. 
Graham,  G.       Vogel 

Majority  for,  16. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.nt. 


LEGI8LATIYE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  6th  Novembtr,  1863. 


Mr.Fote 


Native  War— Nativs  Ailklz»— Standing  Ordsn  <b 
Private  Bills— First  Beading— Stevart'i  Iibiid 
AnnezatloD  BUI  —  Bapeiintendniti  Isooipaiv 
tion  Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Ssxakbb  took  the  chait  ftttR» 
o'clock. 

Pbatkbs. 

NATIVE  WAR. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SE  WELL — in  asking  the  En. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  it  is  intended 
by  the  Government  to  submit  to  the  Legislt- 
tive  Council  at  an  early  period  measuies  nli- 
tive  to  the  establishment  of  settlements  in  the 
Northern  Island,  and  to  the  snppresaoo  ol  tht 
Native  rebellion  ? — said  that  when  he  gaveaotie» 
of  this  question  he  was  under  the  imptenca 
that,  as  it  was  proposed  to  get  throng  tiw 
business  of  the  session  in  three  weeks,  it  wdoU 
be  so  late  before  the  consideration  of  these  mea- 
sures would  come  before  the  Council  that  {be; 
would  not  have  the  omx>rtnnity  of  diaooaig 
them.  He  had  now,  however,  reason  tossp- 
pose  that  these  measures  would  pasi  apdlj 
through  their  stages  in  another  place,  tai  be 
transmitted  to  them  at  an  early  date.  At  (c- 
sent  they  had  no  information  on  this  aolject 
beyond  what  was  contained  in  His  ExcellentT's 
Opening  Speech.  In  another  place  memis 
had  been  introduced,  and  it  was  exeeediii|lx 
inconvenient  that  they  were  not  dicnlsted 
amongst  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  tliat,  » 
far  as  he  was  concerned  or  the  Oorenuoat 
was  concerned,  no  delay  should  take  ^tet  it 
giving  an  opportunity  for  discnssing  thne 
measures ;  but  of  coarse  he  was  not  competait 
to  force  on  the  other  branch  of  the  TiegiilaBire. 
He  saw  no  reason,  however,  why  they  sbooid 
not  have  the  Bills  referred  to  on  Mondaj  «,  if 
not,  on  Tuesday.  As  to  the  distdbntion  of 
Bills  and  other  papers,  he  did  not  know  vboe» 
duty  it  was ;  but,  if  it  was  his,  he  would  ftst 
instructions  to  have  all  Bills  or  papen  wg^ 
to  the  Council. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  Oe 
production  of  a  copy  of  the  oath  of  allegiHoe 
recently  tendered  to  the  Natives  of  Toaku 
and  other  settlements ;  of  all  instmctiaoi  t» 
Magistrates  relative  to  the  administittkn 
of  such  oath,  and  of  all  reports  of  sadi  Ut^ 
tratos  therenpon ;  of  any  opinions  of  the  U* 
Officers  of  the  Government  relative  thereat ; 
and  of  all  letters,  reports,  and  other  jtt" 
relative  to  the  cironmstances  which  led  toui 
followed  the  tender  of  such  oath.  H«  wi  b 
had  observed,  in  a  despatch  of  Sir  George  Ooj 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that  certain  Kath* 
had  been  called  upon  to  take  the  oathofiik- 
gianoe  to  the  Queen  and  give  op  their  tin> 
until  the  disturbance  had  terminated,  <s  le^ 
into  the  Waikato.  But  no  copy  of  thii  ootioe 
to  the  Natives  had  appeared  smongst  tk* 
papers ;  and  documents  <u  this  kind  were  veir 
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aeoessaiy  for  its  'infonnation  when  the 
Legislature  was  called  upon  to  exercise  its 
fnnctions.  He  must  say  that  the  Legislature 
bad  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  great 
paucity  of  infonnation  upon  the  momentous 
(abject  that  they  were  called  to  legislate  upon. 
fhey  had  heard  of  this  oath  of  allegiance,  but 
tbey  had  no  information  of  the  circumstances 
nnder  which  it  was  tendered,  or  the  conse- 
quences which  flowed  from  it.    He  was  not 

■altogether  destitute  of  light  on  the  subject,  but 
he  was  in  a  state  of  darkness  upon  many  sub- 
jects bearing  upon  the  Native  rebellion.  Ex- 
periments had  been  introduced  with  the  view 
of  solving  this  Native  difficulty,  but  ho  looked 
in  vain  for  a  single  report  from  a  single  district 
on  the  subject,  and  he  saw  not  a  particle  of 
infonnation  describing  the  commenoeifient  or 
progress  of  that  experiment.  [The  honourable 
member  then  proceeded  to  review  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  origin  of  the  war  in 
Wukato,  and  said  he  had  been  told — and  the 
infonnation  came  from'  chiefs  of  importance — 
that  the  Hawke's  Bay  Natives  sent  emissaries 
into  the  Waikato  country  to  find  out  how  it  was 
that  Oeiieral  Cameron  had  taken  his  troops  into 
Waikato,  and  they  said  that,  on  the  yery  day 
that  General  Cameron  crossed  the  Maongata- 
whiri,  a  proposition  for  an  attack  upon  the 
ont-districts  of  Auckland  was  negatived  by  the. 

.  Katives.l  The  first  step  the  Qovamor  took,  it 
appeared,  was  to  send  Magistrates  to  tender  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Natives  ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Sewell)  was  anxious  to  know,  by  seeing  a  copy 
of  the  original  oath,  how  the  translator  had 
tnmslated  the  word  "  allegiance,"  the  definition 
of  which  had  been  found  so  difficult  by  the 
UngUsb  lawyers.  He  should  like  to  know  what 
had  been  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown  on  this  subject.  Well,  the  Natives,  as  a 
body,  refused  to  take  the  oath — 8Uid  he  could 
not  ondeistand  how  they  could  possibly  have 
been  expected  to  take  it— and  retired  into  the 
woods  with  their  thrms ;  koA  then,  he  believed, 
eame  the  attack  on  Ring's  escort.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  tha^  these  Natives  were  tamed  ont 
of  the  settlements  with  arms  in  their  hands — 
which  might  at  least  have  been  taken  from 
them.  Then  commenced  that  series  of  outrages 
to  which  the  settlers  had  been  subjected.  As  a 
political  measure  it  was  not  defensible,  and  as 
a  military  measure  he  could  not  understand  it. 
The  ejection  of  these  Natives  from  their  homes 
with  arms  in  their  hands  had  absolutely  the 
effect  of  converting  a  body  of  Natives  who 
might  have  been  friends  into  enemies,  and  it 
did  not  increase  our  own  safety.  If  these  Na- 
tives had  been  left  in  the  pas  with  their  wives 
and  children,  they  would  have  been  hostages 
for  their  remaining  friends.  If'  no  other  alter- 
native ramained,  one  coarse  which  might  have 
been  adopted  presented  itself  as  a  rational  one. 
It  was  tms :  If  the  Government  had  had  reason 
to  beUeve  that  a  plot  was  being  concocted  to 
attack  the  Europeans,  why  did  they  not  arrest 
the  ringleaders  of  that  plot  ?  .  As  it  regarded  the 
legal  question,  he  maintained  that  it  was  an 
illegal  proceeding,  and,  although  he  was  opposed 
to  the  highest  legal  authority  in  the  colony,  his 
1863— F 


Honour  the  Chief  Jtutioe,  yet  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  there  was  no  power  to  tender  this  oatii 
of  allegiance,  emd  that  it  was  absolutely  absurd 
that.it  coal4  legally  be  tendered  to  the  Native 
population.  The  ground  on  whioh  this  right 
was  said  to  exist  was  that  of  an  old  Act  of 
QeoTge  I.,  and  that  did  give  authority  to  a 
Magistrate  to  tender  an  oath  to  a  person  sus- 
peoted  of  disaffection.  What  was  to  be  done  if 
he  refused?  The  Justices  should  report  the 
same  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  he 
wu  then  to  be  called  a  "  Popish  convict 
recusant/'  That  was  the  penalty.  But  when 
the  Catholic  Emancipation  Act  passed  this 
power,  he  contended,  was  removed ;  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  in  natura  legit  no  such  thing  as 
a  Popish  recusant  existed.  But,  if  there  vcr» 
such  a  power  under  the  English  law,  it  v  as 
absurd  to  suppose  such  a  law  existed  here  He 
asked  any  honourable  member  to  say  whether 
it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  an  Act  to 
guard  against  Popish  recusants  could  be  applied 
to  the  Native  population  here.  There  was 
another  Act  passed  for  the  American  colonies/ 
bat  it  was  expressly  provided  that  it  should 
only  apply  to  the  white  population ;  and  this,  of 
course,  satisfied  him  that  it  could  not  be  applied 
here.  He  moved  for  the  production  of  these, 
papers,  because  at  present  the  documents 
before  them  contained  but  a  garbled  account 
of  the  subject  they  would  have -to  discuss. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON   seconded   the. 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  had  no  intention 
to  fallow  the  honourable  member  in  his  speech 
of  an  hour's  length.  The  course  taken  by  the 
honourable  member  was  a  very  extraormnary 
one,  and  he  differed  altogether  from  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  oadi  of  allegiance.  The  Qovem- 
ment  might  or  might  not  be  wrong,  but  any 
papers  that  might  prove  one  thing  or  other 
W9uld  be  forthcoming.  He  wished  to  Sftv  that, 
as  a  rule,  the  Qovemment  did  not  feel  bound 
to  produce  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crovm ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to  take  exception 
to  it  in  this  instance,  but  would  not  admit  it  as 
a  precedent  which  should  be  followed  on  future 
occasions.  His  learned  friend  might  feel 
satisfied  that  all  expedition  would  be  used,  so 
that  no  delay  would  take  place  in  giving  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  ques- 
tion whioh  had  been  alluded  to. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

STANDING  ORDERS  ON  PRIVATE  BILLS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major  RICH- 
MOND, the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills  was  adopted 
by  the  Council. 

FIRST  READING. 
Religions,  Charitable,  and  Educational  Trusts 
Act  Amendment  Bill. 

STEWART'S  ISLAND  ANNEXATION  • 

BILL. 
The    Hon.    Mr.    WHITAKER    moved   the 
seicond  reading  of  the  Stewart's  Island  Ai  nexo- 
tion  BUI.    The  object  was  to  enable  South- 
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land  to  send  Magistrates  and  offloen  there  for 
the  protection  of  the  revenue.  It  was  thought 
possible  that  the  Island  might  become  a  sepa- 
late  province,  but  he  believed  Uiat  the  land 
was  not  suitable  for  that  purpose.  He  saw  no 
objection  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SSWELL  said  the  land  might 
probably  contain  valuable  minerals,  and  the 
Southland  Government  might  sell  up  the  land 
&nd  apply  the  proceeds  to  its  own  purposes. 
He  should  prefer  a  separate  'Government,  and 
would  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEK  said  there  was 
fio  revenue  got  from  the  Island  that  would 
«nmx>rt  a  separate  Government. 

Bill -read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Oom- 
mittee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  without 
Amendment. 

8UPERINTENDBNT8  INCORPOHATION 

BILIi. 
The  Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill  was 
fnrUlier  considered  in  Oommittee,4uid  reported 
to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  four 
o'clock  p.m. 


jaOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  6th  November,  1863. 


Hllitia— Jury  Law— Native  Affairs— Kxecative  Conn' 
oil— j^ative  Afbdrs— Supply— Bnppieaalon  of  Be- 
bellion  Bill— Native  Minister.  . 


Mr.  Speassb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

MILITIA. 

Major  BIOHABDSON  asked  the  Colonial 
.  Secretary,  What  are  the  arrangements  ezisting 
between  the  Governor,  the  General  Command- 
ing, and  the  Government  with  referenoe  to  the 
employment  of  Militia,  Volunteers,  and  Defence 
corps  on  active  service  in  the  field  ?  He  had 
put  the  (question  simply  because  he  was  desirous 
of  knowing  what  were  the  peculiar  functions 
of  the  Colonial  Defence  Minister,  and  whether 
the  rumours  were  true  that  a  difference  had 
arisen  between  the  heads  of  the  colonial  and 
military  forces  iq  the  colony-. 

Mr.  FOX  answered  that  there  was  not  a  tittle 
of  truth  in  the  statement  that  difference  of 
opinion  had  arisen  between  the  commanders  of 
the  forces.  The  whole  of  the  colonial  force 
was  under  the  absolute  control  of  General 
Oameron,  and  no  attempt  had  ever  been  made 
to  takt>  thorn  from  his  direction.  The  functions 
of  the  Colonial  Defence  Minister  were  to'attend 
to  the  necocsary  measures  to  be  taken  to  raise 
'the  colonial  force. 

.JURY  LAW. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
*tary,  Whether   there  is   iny  existing   prece- 
'dent  in  British  law  for  the  provisions  of  the 
16th  section  of  "The  Jury  Law  Amendment 
Act,  1862,"  and  whether  the  present  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  alter  the  same  7 
Son.  Mr.  WhUdker 


Mr.  FOX  was  scsry  he  oould  not  ghe  Um 
necessary  information,  seeing  that  ^aa  FaA- 
master-General  had  been  Tuiable  to  tiUm 
copy  of  an  Aot  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  de- 
pended upon  to  answer  Uie  honooiabla  men- 
ber.  He  hoped,  however,  to  be  in  a  pnaitinn  to 
do  this  in  a  few  days. 

NATIVE  APPAIBS. 

Mr.  BBODIE  asked  the  Colonial  8e«aetey, 
What  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  by  tiie 
Government  to  place  the  friendly  Natives  under 
survnllaace,  so  as  to  prevent  the  poKibili^ef 
their  holding  oommnnication  wiui  the  tnbM 
now  in  rebellion  against  Her  Majesty  ? 

Mr.  FOX  was  proud  to  say  the  greater  pcr- 
tion  of  the  Natives  in  the  colony  were  frioBttf, 
and  it  would  be  perfectly  impossible  to  plaee 
them  under  surveillance,  except  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  very  large  police  force  indasd. 
To  do  this  over  the  whole  Island  would,  ha  au 
afarikid,  be  almost  impossible ;  bat  in  TaoBati 
and  Wellington  actif  e  steps  bad  b« 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRODIE  asked  permission  oi  the] 
to  put  another  question.  Whether  MOA  '_ 
Government  would  do  all  in  its  power  to  i 
vent  friendly  Natives  communicating  vitfi 
tribes  at  present  in  rebellion  in  tbe  iiiB> 
portion  of  the  Northern  Island? 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  do  sD 
it  morally  could  to  prevent  eommnnicatinn,  tat 
in  so  doing  it  might  be  attempting  a  gnst 
injustice  in  restraining  blood  relatiops  fm 
having  intercourse  with  one  another. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked.  Whether  the  O&s 
commanding  Her  Majesty's  Foroes  in  Ae 
Colony  is  now  a  member  of  the  Bzecnbn 
Council  of  New  Zealand  ? 

Mr.  FOX  said  General  Cameion  had  w- 
ceived  a  new  appointment  as  a  member  of  Ha 
Executive  Council  of  the  colony,  and  he  vooid 
read  a  letter  which  he  (Mr.  Fox}  had  received 
from  the  General  on  the  sabject.  [Letts 
read.] 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  This  House,  having  had  ■»- 
der  consideration  the  despatch  of  Her  MsHs^t 
Principal  Secret^  of  State  for  the  CouKies, 
dated  the  26th  of  February,  1863,  conveying  the 
fixed  determination  of  Her  Majesty's  bipadal 
Government  to  revoke  the  arrangement  of 
1856,  and,  for  the  future,  to  require  ^ 
colom'sts  to  undertake  the  respoaaibiUty  cf  tke 
management  of  Native  affairs,  reoogniies  witti 
the  deepest  gratitude  the  great  interest  tAik^ 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  has  always  takm  in 
the  welfare  of  all  races  of  her  colonial  subjects. 
and  the  thoroughly  efficient  aid  vfaieh  Het 
Majesty's  Imperial  Government  is  now  afiucl- 
ing  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebelliao  un- 
happily existing,  and  the  establishmeotof  law 
and  onler  in  &e  colony ;  and,  relying  an  the 
cordial  co-opert^tion  of  the  Impend  Oovan- 
ment  for  the  future,  this  House  ohemtolly 
accepts  the  responsibility  thus  placed  upon  the 
colonists,  and  a^  the  same  time  reoords  its  firm 
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4et«niiiii&tion  to  use  its  best  endeavours  to 
«ecnrs  a  sound  and  lasting  peace,  to  do  justice 
impartially  to  both   races  of  Her  Majesty's 
sabjects.And  to  promote  the  ci-vilization  and 
welfare  of  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Islands.    He  thought  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  dettun  the  House  with  any  yery  lengthy 
ebserrations   upon   the  subject,    because   he 
believed  the  mind  of   the    House  had  been 
pieTioualy  prepared  by  the  discussions  which 
Bad  taken   place,  and   doubtless  honourable 
members  had  decided  what  course  to  adopt  in 
the  matter.    He  was  desirous,  in  entering  upon 
the  historical  portion  of  the  subject,  to  recall 
to  their  minds  by  what  means,  when,  and  by 
whom  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  Native  affairs  was  first 
advocated.    He  had  seen  it  stated  in  the  public 
Frees  on  various  occasions,  and  he  had  recently, 
in  conversation  with  an  honourable  member 
at  the  House — not  at  present  in  his  place — 
found  he  was  'labouring  under  the  impression 
that  the  first  allusion  to  this  subject,  the  first 
notification  on  which  the  colony  in  any  way 
committed  to  the  question  of  Besponsible  Oo- 
vemment  on  Native  affairs,  was  in  the  memo- 
rADdum  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  himself,  as  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  two  yesbrs  ago,  had  the  honour 
to  submit  to  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey. 
In  that  memorandum  he  had  pointed  out  the 
inconvenience  arising  from  the  double  govern- 
ment.   It  had  been  stated  in  the  Press  that 
this  was  the  first  step  taken  to  secure  Bespon- 
sible Government   in   Native   affairs  in  this 
ookmy.    He  would  have  been  proud  had  that 
been  the  occasion  on  which  the  principle  had 
first    been  introduced;    bnt   he   regretted  to 
aay  be  (Mr.  Fox)  was   not  entitled  to  take 
credit  to  himself   in  the  matted.     The  first 
occasion  on  which  the  subject  had  been  id- 
trodaced    before    the    notice  of   the    House, 
and  when    the    House   first  entertained   the 
question,    was   during   the    session   of    1661, 
when  a  resolution  was  proposed  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallaoe  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell). 
That    resolution,  having  been  discussed  at  a 
morning  sitting  and  an  evening  sitting,  was, 
npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  0.  W.  Bichmond — 
-who  had  then  just  ceased  to  be  the  Native 
Minister  of  the  country— adopted  without  divi- 
sion.   That  was  the  history  of  the  commence- 
ment of  public  opinion  in  reference  to  this 
question.    The  resolution  itself  was  by  gome 
persons  considered  a  little  obscure,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  its  arising  out  of  a  debate  relative  to 
the  salaries  of  some  of  the  officers  in  the  Native 
I>epartment.    But  it  was  distinctly  understood 
by  the  House,  and  distinctly  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace,  as  a  broad 
aoltltion  of   the  question — as  embracing    the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  Native  ques- 
tion, and  transferring  all  the  administration  in 
ITative  iCffairs.     He  had  the  authority  of  the 
bonoutable  member   for  Wallace   in  making 
these  remarks,  it  being  a  distinct  understand- 
ing that  the  House  thus  enunciated  its  opinion 
thJkt  the  principle  of  Responsible  Government 
ahonld  be  introduced  as  early  as  possible.    It 
m*a  npon  the  stcength  of  that  resolution  he 


had  prepared  a  memorandum  two  or  three 
months  after,  and  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  lay  before  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  colony,  a  copy 
of  which  would  be  found  printed  in  page  8,  No. 
2,  of  the  parliamentary  papers  for  the  year  1863. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  read  the  document. 
He  simply  referred  to  it,  and  honourable 
members  would  know  where  it  was  to  be  found 
if  they  thought  of  perusing  it.  When  laying 
the  memorandum  before  the  Governor  he  had 
confined  himself  to  pointing  out  to  His  Excel- 
lency's notice  the  evils  arising  from  double 
government  in  Native  affairs,  and  contented 
himself  with  that,  without,  on  the  part  of  the 
colony,  preferring  an  absolute  request  of  what 
they  proposed  in  reference  to  this  portion  of 
the  government  of  the  country.  But  he  had 
taken  care  to  call  His  Excellency's  attention  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  npon  the  subject, 
and  His  Excellency  had  at  once  coincided  with 
the  remarks  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  made.  In  fact, 
His  EiXcellenoy  had  observed  that  imder  such  a 
system  be  would  undertake  to  go  Home  at  the 
present  moment  and  get  up  a  rebellion  in  six 
months.  Such  was  His  Excellency's  opinion  of 
having  two  separate  administrations.  His  Ex- 
cellency acted  upon  the  matter,  sind  wrote  a 
despatch  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
in  which  he  intimated  that  he  concurred  with 
his  Ministers  to  carry  on  Native  affairs  upon 
the  same  principle  of  responsibility  as  adopted  . 
in  other  ufairs  of  the  colony.  That  despatch 
evoked  a  reply  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  in  which  he  said, — 

"  I  am  ready  to  sanction  the  important  step 
you  have  taken  in  placing  the  management  of 
the  Natives  under  the  control  of  the  Assembly. 
I  do  so  partly  in  reliance  on  your  own  captuiity 
to  perceive,  and  your  desire  to  do,  what  is  best 
for  those  in  whose  welfare  I  know  yon  are  so 
much  interested.  But  I  do  it  also  because  I 
cannot  disguise  from  myself  that  the  endeavour 
to  keep  the  management  of  the  Natives  under 
the  control  of  die  Home  Government  has  failed. 
It  can  only  be  mischievous  to  retain  a  shadow 
of  responsibility  when  the  beneficial  exercise 
of  power  has  become  impossible." 

That  despatch  reached  the  colony  during  the 
last  session  of  the  Assembly,  and  at  that  time 
it  appeared  to  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
despatches  recently  received  from  Home,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  to  be  the  inclination  of  the  Home 
Government  to  throw  the  whole  expenses,  or 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  expenses,  as  much 
as  it  could  bear,  upon  the  colony.  There  was 
an  unwillingness  upon  the  part  of  the  House 
to  take  ujion. itself  ^linisterial  responsibility, 
because  it  was  feared  they  would  involve  them- 
selves in  an  enormous  expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  Taranaki  war  and  any  further  trouble 
which  might  arise  with  the  Natives.  And  it 
would  be  found  that,  immediately  after  the  ad- 
vent to  power  of  the  Ministry  which  had  just 
quitted  office,  they  adopted  a  memorial  ad- 
dressed to  Her  Majesty  on  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Do- 
mett), in  which  the  House  expressly  disclaimed 
any  n-risting  desire  at  that  time  to  take  upoa 
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itself  the  responsibility  of  the  administration  of 
Native  afiairs.  He  had  since  lesietted  this 
oouise  being  adopted ;  but  he  tnenght  the 
time  was  now  oome  when,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
.parties  in  the  House,  the  colony  bad  no  other 
recourse  but  to  adopt  the  principle  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  Native  affairs.  The 
Home  OoTemment  disclaimed  for  the  future 
any  right  or  intention  to  interfere  in  Native 
affairs.  The  Home  Government  really  said, 
"  You  govern  the  Natives,  or  they  will  not  be 
governed  at  all." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  that  so  important 
a  motion  should  not  be  too.snmmarily  disposed 
of;  he  thought  the  motion  submitted  to  the 
House  a  most  advisable  one,  and  that  the  House 
should  certainly  adopt  the  principle  of  Minis- 
terial responsibility  in  Native  affairs.  This  re- 
sponsibility meant  much  more  thaa  merely 
having  a  Native  Minister.  He  wished  to  see 
tiie  old  Native  OfSce  swept  away.  In  that 
office  a  few  men  who  had  a  smattering  of 
Maori  could  interfere  with  the  administration 
of  government ;  but  all  that  was  now  of  the  past. 
The  colony  must  now  undertake  its  own  re- 
sponsibility and  its  own  expenses.  This  was  as 
it  should  be ;  they  would  now  feel  independent, 
and  not  in  a  state  of  pupilage.  He  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford) had  much  pleasure  in  supporting  this 
resolution,  and  thought  we  should  now  be  able 
to  pursue  a  systematic  course  in  Native  affairs. 

Mr.  FITZHERBKRT  quite  concurred  in  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  thonght  the  resolution 
seemed  to  imply  that  the  House  only  accepted 
the  responsibility  which  was  thrown  upon  them 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  because  the  English 
Government,  on  their  part,  were  giving  troops 
to  assist  the  colony  in  its  difficulties.  He  did 
not  think  this  the  most  courteous  way  of  ac- 
cepting responsibilities.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hu  tt  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  some  honourable  members 
for  Wellington  had  from  the  first  opposed  the 
arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Sewell  in  1856.  He 
(Mr.  FitzGerald)  was  out  of  public  life  at  that 
time:  but  he  bad  never  for  one  moment,  in 
writing  on  the  subject,  as  he  did  at  -  that 
time,  and  during  the  few  days  that  he 
was  in  the  House  -  in  1856,  entertained  .  a 
different  opinion.  He  had  expressed  his  views 
in  the  matter  last  session,  axA  in  the  previous 
one;  and  he  was  sure  there  must  be  few 
members  in  the  House  who  did  not  regret  that 
they  had  not,  last  session,  at  once  accepted  the 
responsibility  which -the  Dukf  of  Newcastle 
threw  upon  them ;  because  they  must  all  feel 
that  the  course  they  then  took  had  the  effect  of 
eliciting  from  the  Home  Government,  from  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  a  message  couched 
in  a  style  of  writing  —  of  addressing  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colony — which  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  could  be  long  indulged  in  without 
tending  very  greatly  to  weaken  those  feeUngs 
of  loyalty  which  the  colony  had  always  been 
proud  to  cherish.  He  was  sorry  the  House  did 
not  then  undertake  the  responsibility,  but  he 
^ould  support  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Pox 


Mr.  DUiLON  BEUj  pressed  on  the  Hoaw 
the  necessity  of  caution,  qjid  thought  a  desire 
for  unity  should  not  prevent  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  every  measure  proposed.  The 
onler  given  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  a 
two-edged  sword — they  might  make  use  of  it, 
and  it  might  be  used  against  them.  He  (Hr. 
Dillon  Bell)  was  only  the  exxwsitor  of  aa 
opinion  in  the  motion  of  1861  to  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  referred;  but  he  thon^tik 
that  the  final  conclusion  of  the  House  at  that 
time  was  that  whatever  resolutions  they  mi^t 
make  were  fruitless  so  long  as  the  Kative  De- 
partment existed,  and  that  what  the  Hous» 
proposed  to  do  now  was  no  more  than  it  had 
proposed  doing  in  a  previous  session.  He  feared 
that  there  would  be  great  danger  in  accepting 
the  charge  of  Native  affairs,,  so  long  as  the  Go- 
vernor had'  full  control  of  the  taoops.  He 
thought,  too,- that  a  difficulty  would  arise  frosn 
the  fact  that  Native  chiefs  would  look  to  the 
Governor  in  any  emergency,  and  not  to  the 
Ministry.  He  confessed  that,  though  every  aid 
had  been  giv^n  to  the  Governor  to  carry  out 
his  policy,  an  Act  for  the  suppression  of  the  re- 
bellion was  still  neces-sary.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  sum  of  £50,000,  granted  for  Native 
purposes  in  1862,  was  to  be  expended  by  the 
Governor  or  by  the  Ministry.  He  believed  tiiat 
no  terms  of  peace  were  to  be  made  with  the 
rebels  short  of  total  submission  and  laying 
down  their  arms ;  but  when  it  happened,  as  it 
soon  would  do,  that  the  Natives,  tired  of  fight- 
ing, were  inclined  to  sue  for  peace,  to  whom 
should  they  go — to  the  Governor  or  the  Minis- 
try ?  And,  if  there  was  a  difference  of  opini<n, 
who  was  to  be  umpire  ?  Would  the  House  be 
summoned  ?  The  Ministry  could  not  zesigzi  in 
such  a  case,  aqd.they  had  a  right,  to  know 
what  line  of  action  might  be  expected  trcoA 
them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  did  not  see  how  they 
could  have  complete  j^sponsibility  while  tiiey 
continued  to  have  troops  and  aid  from  tiha 
Home  Government,  and  the  Governor  had  ccm- 
trol  of  the  troops.  He  thought,  however,  that 
the  moral  responsibility  was  with  that  House. 

Major  RICHARDSON  thought  that  mazi7 
who  had  been  opposed  to  Ministerial  respcmei- 
bility  before  woiud  yield  to  the  force  of  dream- 
stances  and  vote  for  it  now.  For  his  own  part, 
the  arrangement  appeared  bad,  as  the  Oovamor 
had  the  real  power,  the  Ministers  only  tlie 
shadow. 

Mr.  VOGEL  thought  that  the  House  acted 
inconsistently  in  accepting  the  responsibili^ 
now  which  it  had  declined  before.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  colony  was  in  a  condition  t» 
accept  this  responsibility,  and  believed  that  it 
was  accepted  only  from  gratitude  for  the  bxxipa 
sent  to  our  aid,  and  because  we  could  not  b^ 
it.  [He  read  a  resolution  which  be  pzeferced  to 
that  moved  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  the 
effect  that  the  House  was  disinclined  to  take 
this  responsibility  unless  the  Home  GoTem- 
ment  agreed  to  continue  the  aid.] 

Mr.  COLENSO  supported  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  he  would  not  (mticipate 
the  reply  of  his  eoUeaguar  bat  would;  reinacfc 
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that  it  was  impossible  to  administer  the  goTem- 
ment  of  the  oolony  witfaont  lesponsibility.  The 
Kiniatry  had  tried  to  ayoid  it,  but  it  had  been 
forced  npon  them. 

Mr.  JOIililE,  while  he  disapproved  of  the 
whole  aSair,  would  waive  his  scmples  and 
acquiesce.  He  hoped  that  the  colony  would 
soon  get  over  the  difficnltiea  with  which  it  had 
to  contend,  and  thought  that  a  more  favourable 
feeling  wiUi  regard  to  ^e  colonies  was  idready 
gaining  ground  at  Home. 

Hz.  FOX  would  make  a  few  remarks,  chiefly 
in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  as  to  the 
limits  of  Ministerial  responsibility.  He  alleged 
that  the  Governor  was  only  to  carry  on  Native 
affairs  like  any  other  SLfiairs — by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  Ministora.  The  Governor  should 
likewise  expend  money  and  carry  on  Native 
affairs  under  their  advice  ;  but  Ministers  could 
not  control  the  movements  of  troops.  They 
had  not  had  that  power  in  Canada  or  anywhere 
else,  nor  was  it  possible  they  should  have  it  in 
this  colony,  bat,  if  the  Ministry  advised  the 
Governor  to  move  troops,  and  he  refused,  a 
Hintaterial  crisis  would  at  once  arise.  Should 
overtures  for  peace  be  made,  the  Ministry  would 
refer  their  proposed  measures  to  the  Governor, 
and  if  he  dissented  from  them  a  Ministerial 
crisis  would  ensue.  Hitherto  nearly  all  policy 
had  originated  with  the  Governor — Ministers 
had  been  mere  clerks. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  resolution  ordered  to 
be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  for  tranmussion  to  the  Secretary 
«f  State  for  the  CJolonies. 

•  SUPPLY. 
The  resolations  previously  adopted  in 'Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Hoose. 

SUPPRESSION  OP  EEBELIilON  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  Suppression 
of  Bebellion  Bill. 

nt  COKICTTXC.         • 

Mr.  FXTZGEBALD  moved.  That  the  follow- 
ing stand  as  clause  11  of  the  Bill :  "  This  Act 
shall  come  into  operation  in  such  districts  only 
•s  the  Governor  in  Council  shaJl  by  Proclama- 
tian  from  time  to  time  direct." 

The  Ck>minittee  divided. 


Vogel 

William8on,7no 

Wayne. 

Teller. 
FitzOeiald. 

lUiodM 

Biohmond,  7.0. 

BosseU 

-Stafford 

Torton 

Wells 


Ayes,  16. 

ManteU 

TlfiU 

Patorson 

Bzodie 

Reynolds 

Featherston 

Bichardson 

litshexbert 

Saunders 

Gxaham,  Q. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Noes.  22. 

Bntlec     ' 

Jollie 

OargOI 

Monro,  J>, 

Carter 

Hnnro,  3. 

Colenao 

O'Neill- 

Coxtis 

Otmond 

OiOies 

Jl^all 

Williamson,  Jas,  Wood  TeUer. 

Wilson  Fox. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amende 
ments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on 
the  next  sitting-day. 

NATIVE  HINISTEB. 

ADJOUSNBD  DXBATE. 

The  adjourned  discussion  on  Mr.  Vogel's  mo- 
tion, "That  it  is  inei^edient  to' combine  the 
offices  of  Native  Minister  and  Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  one  person,"  was  opened  by 

Mr.  O'NEILL,  who  considered  that  special 
legislation  for  the  Natives  had  been  an  utter 
fwnre.    He  could  not  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  OILLON  BELL  thought  that,  when  first 
it  was  found  that  there  was  work  to  be  done 
totally  distinct  from  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  oolony,  the  Assembly  did  right  in  declaring 
that  there  should  be  a  person  specially  appointed 
to  do  that  work ;  but  now,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  include  in  the  general  management  every- 
thing relating  to  the  Natives,  he  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  a  separate  Minister  for  Native 
afiairs  was  required.  He  believed  that,  while 
everything  should  now  be  subordinated  to  the 
one  great  necessity'  of  suppressing  the  rebel- 
lion, the  proper  arrangement  would  be  to  con- 
fide Native  affairs  to  the  Minister  for  Colonial 
Defence  for  the  time  being.  But,  when  the. re- 
bellion had  been  suppressed,  and  there  .was,  for 
the  first  time,  one  law  for  both  races,  ^e  duty 
of  administering  it  would  require  the  undivided 
care  and  attention  of  one  member  of  the  Minis- 
try. The  services  rendered  by  the  Native  De- 
partment, especially  daring  the  Taranaki  war, 
and  down  to  the  time  when  he  took  office  as 
Native  Minister,  were  of  a  kind  to  deserve  the 
gratitude  of  the  country.  After  twenty-five 
years  of  labour,  he  felt  that  he  had  closed  bis 
official  life.  He  had  for  his  rewetrd  the  con- 
sciousness that  he  and  those  who  had  acted 
with  him  had  ever  endeavoured  to  stand  in  the 
breach  between  the  two  races ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  alteration  now  proposed  would 
tend  to  the  maintenance  bt  those  relations 
which  alone  ought  to  exist  between  those  por- 
tions of  the  two  races  which  had  not  been 
opposed  to  etMih  other.  He  warned  the  House 
that  there  were  numbers  of  men  in  whom  the 
dreadful  atrocities  committed  had  produced 
a  feeling  antagonistic  to  a  friendly  feeling 
towards  any  of  the  Natives ;  and  'that  there 
was  great  danger,  if  the  links  and  channels  of 
communication  between  the  Europeans  and 
those  Natives  who  had  ever  remained  loyal 
were  destroyed,  of  driving  friendly  chiefs  luid 
others  into  the  belief  that  there  was  but  one 
wish  on  the  part  of  the  Qovenunent — that  of 
sweeping  them  all  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  he  listened  with  pleasure 
to  intellimnt  and  eloquent  members,  whether 
from  the  North  or  the  South,  who  were  new  to 
the  Honse,  giving  freshness  and  vigour  to  the 
debates ;  but  he  did  complain  that  the  honour- 
able membec  who  proposed  this  motion  had  pot 
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him  on  liis  trial  for  an  offence  wliich  he  de- 
scribed as  that  of  bigamy,  and  which  the  honoor - 
able  member  apparently  wished  to  remedy  by  a 
suit  for  divorce.  If  he  (Mr.  Fox)  felt  that  he 
was  likely  to  be  orerburdened  with  work,  if  he 
'  f«lt  that  the  offices  were  likely  to  be  incompat- 
ible, he  would  not  for  a  moment  have  thought 
of  uniting  the  two ;  but,  so  far  as  he  could  learn 
from  his  colleagilea  or  judge  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, he  shoold  not,  for  tiie  present  at  all 
events,  find  the  labours  of  the  offices  more 
than  he  could  perform.  He  admitted  that,  if 
all  the  duties  formerly  attached  to  the  Oolonial 
Secretar3rship  remained  attached  to  it,  it  would 
be  impossible  ior  one  man  properly  to  fill  both 
offices;  but  the  appointment  of  the  Minister 
for  Colonial  Defence  had  relieved  the  Secre- 
tary of  a  good  deal  of  work,  and  especially  of 
M  relating  to  the  Militia.  Xhen,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  formerly  to  discharge  the  judicial 
functions  of  the  Gkivemment,  as  they  might  be 
called — the  work  of  a  Minister  of  Justice  almost, 
such  as  controlling  the  Resident  Magistrates' 
Courts,  communicating  with  the  Supreme  Court, 
Ac. ;  but  now  the  responsibility  of  those  duties 
had  been  assumed  by  the  Attomey-Qeneral. 
The  Middle  Island  had  created  half  or  more  of 
the  regular  work  of  the  Colonial  Secretary ; 
but,  if  they  sacoeeded  in  adjusting  the  proposed 
scheme  of  Middle  Island  government,  he  tiiisted 
the  Colonial  Secretary  would  be  reUeved  of  all 
departmental  responsibility  in  that  matter. 
Kus  the  office-work  would  be  greatly  reduced, 
and  the  most  far  niente  Minister— one  who  liked 
to  stroll  to  his  office  at  eleven  in  the  morning  and 
retire  at  two  to  his  d&mestio  hearth — would  not 
find  his  liberty  very  much  interfered  with  by  it. 
What  were  the  functions  of  the  Native  Minis- 
ter 7  He  admitted  them  to  be  of  great  respon- 
■ibility,  and  demanding  a  large  amount  of  work ; 
bat  certainly  it  was  not  at  all  on  a  par  with 
with  what  it  was  when  he  formerly  held  the 
two  offices.  There  would,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, be  no  need  for  visiting  Native  districts ;  out 
the  Minister  would,  of  course,  be  always  open  to 
Natives  who  came  to  Auckland.  Then,  much 
M  it  was  to  be  regretted,  the  whole  of  the  Wai- 
kato  District  was  Out  of  the  hands  of  the  Minis- 
ter. He  therefore  hoped  that  he  should  be  able 
foUy  to  work  both  offices,  without  injuring  his 
health  or  rendering  his  work  otherwise  than 
beneficial  to  the  country.  There  was,  with 
him,  this  strong  argument  for  the  amalga- 
mation :  that  the  great  problem  was  now  to 
be  workect  out  of  the  supervision  of  both 
races  by  one  pair  of  hands  and  one  set  of 
eyes.  The  interests  of  the  two  were  so  com- 
pletely identical  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
to.  touch  a  subject  affecting  the  Natives  with- 
out forcing  a  cord  to  vibrate  in  connection 
with  what  related  to  European  matters.  At  a 
time  like  the  present,  when  our  relations  with 
the  Natives  were  of  the  most  delicate  descrip- 
tion— ^when  consequences  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance might  arise  from  false  action  with 
regard  to  that  race — ^he  did  think  it  wu  im- 
possible for  the  Oolonial  Sectetary  properly  to 
.advise  with  his  oolleognes  if  he  had  to  sev  all 
connected  with  the  Natives  thioo{^  the  medium 
Mr,  Fm 


of  another,  and  he  ought- to  b»  aUe  to  speak  rf 
what  he  knew  and  what  he  had  seen  foe  him- 
self. It  had  been  alleged  that  the  present  wu 
a  Coalition  ACnistry.  Be  emphs^cally  denied 
it.  The  term  implied  a  form  of  Himsizytiie 
members  of  which  had  sacrificed  material  opis- 
ions  to  enable  them  to  unite  on  some  nomnw 
policy.  That  was  not  the  case  with  this  Uinis- 
try>  The  whole  of  the  members  had  always 
concurred  with  the  vi^s  he  held  —  peiha^ 
they  had  not  gone  quite  so  far  with  respect  t» 
provincial  matters.  As  to  the  character  of  the 
present  disturbances,  as  the  House  hard  already 
been  informed,  there  was  no  difierenoe  of  o^- 
ion.  No  matter  what  might  have  been  its 
origin,  or  what  the  cause  of  its  more  raceat 
renewal,  the  Ministry  agreed  that  the  presait 
was  an  open  rebellion,  and  must  be  put  dam 
by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  They  (the  Hjim- 
ters)  might  have  thought  differently  on  put 
questions ;  but  on  no  present  question  was 
uiere  such  a  difference  of  opinion  as  would  jos- 
tify  its  being  called  a  Coalition  Ministry — sog- 
gesting,  as  did  the  term,  a  general  weakness  of 
administration  and  of  action.  He  believed  tin 
Ministry  would  be  able  to  work  well  together, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  negstin 
the  motion. 

.  Mr.  VOGEL,  in  lefdy,  said  the  argoments  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  scarcdy  called  foe 
answer.  The  honourable  member  said  that  it 
was  not  desirable  the  Natives  should  fed  tbey 
were  treated  as  a  separate  rao«,  and  that  Hej 
would  do  so  if  the  offices  were  separated.  H* 
took  that  to  be  mere  sentimentaJity,  becaostt 
if  it  was  found  practically  necessary  to  engage 
the  services  of  a  gentleman  in  the  administaa- 
tibn  of  Native  affairs,  it  was  not  for  Uie  Hoast 
to  consider  the  effect  of  so  doing,  but  to  give  to 
that  administration  all  the  assistance  neoeosaiy 
for  carrjring  it  out  in  its  integrity.  The  hoDoui- 
able  member  said  that  there  was  not  ncA 
eno«gh  for  a  Minister  in  the  Native  Draart- 
ment,  that  there  was  not  enough  in  the  Cob- 
nial  Secretary's  Department,  and  that  it  was 
extremely  desirable  to  unite  the  two.  He  dif- 
fered from  -the  honourable  gentleman  on  all 
three  points.  He  was  certain  that  the  coodi- 
tion  of  the  Native  race  at  present  demanded, 
and  mora  especially  when  peace  was  secsied 
would  demand,  the  whole  attention  of  a  Mtnia- 
ter.  He  could  not  understand  wl^  the  time  of 
accepting  rasponsibility  in  Native  aSaia  was 
chosen  as  that  for  asserting  that  there  was  no 
necessil^  for  a  separate  department.  Previous 
experience  had  shown  not  only  that  such  a 
department  was  required,  but  that  every  mos- 
ber  of  the  Ministry  had  more  or  leas  to  act  as 
Native  Minister.  He  thought  one  of  the  great 
reforms  needed  was  a  more  effectual  apparkoB- 
ment  of  departments;  for  now  slovenly  per- 
formance of  work  was  engendered  by  the  belief 
or  hope  that  any  errors  would  be  cotreoted  by 
colleagues.  Assuredly  there  must  be  wc« 
enough  for  a  Minister  m  the  Deparbnent  of  tfas 
Colonial  Secretary,  if  it  was  properly  attended 
to  ;  and,  as  the  colony  increased,  so  wooU  tb* 
work  of  that  department,  which  touched  i^aa 
all  the  rest.    There  had  been  to»  much  of  an 
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idea  thai  nothing  but  Native  matteis  was 
worth  attending  to — that  they  partook  of  the 
dignity  of  foreign  aflairs  in  the  Imperial  Gk>- 
tetmnent ;  and  that  aflairs  affecting  the  ordi- 
nary administration  of  the  provinces  might 
safely  be  left  to  be  got  throagh  by  means  of 
mere  departmental  routine.  He  contended 
that  the  Ministry  was  short-handed.  There 
were  five  members,  but,  as  one  of  them  per- 
formed the  duties  of  Attomey-Oenend,  it  might 
be  said  that  the  mimber  was  reduced  to  foor, 
or  to  three  even,  seeing  that  the  Ministry  for 
Colonial  Defence  was  a  new  creation.  He 
would  not  go  into  the  question  whether  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Ministry  should  be  recon- 
structed after  the  close  of  the  session,  because 
he  thought  the  House  was  with  him  in  the 
opinion  that,  if  it  was  to  be  done  at  all,  it 
snould  be  before  the  session  terminated.  He 
altogether  objected  to  the  enormous  power 
which  wonld  be  given  by  the  holding  the  two 
oSroes  in  question  being  centred  in  one  man. 
There  waa  one  Middle  Island  member  in  the 
Ministry  who  had,  he  (Mr.  Vogel)  believed,  the 
confidence  of  the  Middle  Island  generally.  'But 
that  honourable  gentleman  waa  to  be  a  peri- 
patetic member;  so  that  the  Middle  Island 
would  be  wirepresented  in  the  Ministry  on 
diose  qaestions  in  which  it  was  so  much  inter- 
ested. The  Middle  Island  -would  also  be  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  appljring  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  matters  of  difficulty  ;  for  he  (Mr. 
Vogel)  feared  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  in 
name  would  be  so  much  Native  Minister  in 
fact  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend  to 
such  applications. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  ten  o'clock 
p.m.  nntU  Monday  next  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


liBGlSLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  9th  November,  1863. 

Addiees  to  Her  Majesty— Native  Affairs— Bills  Intro- 
dnced— First  Beading- Third  Beading- Beligloos, 
Chaxttable,  and  EdQcational  Trasts  Act  Amend- 
ment BUI.  

The  Hon.  the  Speaskb  took  the  chair  At  two 
o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER— in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  for  the  adoption 
of  an  address  to  Her  Majesty — said  there  were 
oeoaaions  upon  which  all  political  parties  oould 
meet  upon  one  common  ground;  and  those 
occasions  were  generally  such  as  had  reference 
to  Her  Majesty.  That  Council,  he  thought, 
from  its  commencement,  had  never  allowed  an 
opportunity  to  pass  by  when  the  necessity  arose 
mtner  to  condole  with  Her  Majesty  or  sympa- 
thize with  her,  and  he  thought  the  present  was 
mora  particularly  an  occasion  on  which  they 
were  called  iipon  to  do  so.  It  was  intended  to 
•ddxeu  Her  Majesty  upon  the  marriage  of  the 
Prmoe  of  Wales,  whioh  waa  an  event  which 


ooold  be  said  not  only  to  affect  herself,  but 
affected  iihe  welfare  and  condition  of  the  Em- 
pire at  large.  He  had  therefore  great  pleasure 
m  proposing  that  the  following  aiddress  be  preo 
sented  to  Her  Majesty : — 

"  Most  GaACions  Sovbbkion, — 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  sub^ 
jeots,  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  New  Zealand,  in  Parliament  assembled,  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  submitting  to  your 
Most  Oracious  Majesty  our  heartfelt  and  loyal 
sympathy  in  the  congratulations  which  have 
been  already  offered  to  your  Majesty  by  the  lesft 
remote  ^rtions  of  your  Majesty's  Empire,  on 
the  auspicious  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  Hitf 
Royai  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  Hec 
Royal  Highness  Princess  Alexandra  of  Den- 
mark. 

"  We  hail  with  pleasure  an  event  fraught 
with  so  much  importance  to  the  British  Em- 
pire, and  so  calcinated,  by  the  Divine  blessing, 
to  add  to  the  domestic  happiness  of  your  Most 
Oracious  Majesty. 

"  We  desire  to  express  our  earnest  prayer  for 
the  future  happiness  and  welfare  of  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
aoA  to  renew  our  assurance  of  devoted  affection 
and  loyalty  to  your  Majesty's  throne  and  per- 
son." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  seconded  the 
motion. 

Address  adopted  b^  the  Council,  and  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor, 
with  a  respectful  address  ]iraying  that  he  will 
cause  it  to  be  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to 
be  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  remarked  that 
the  Council  would  no  doubt  remember  that  in  the 
^ear  1866  an  arrangement  was  made,  upon  the 
mtioduction  of  Responsible  Government,  as  to 
what  should  be  the  relation  betweea  the  Go- 
vernor and  his  Responsible  Advisers.  Those 
relations  continued  m  force  some  time,  uiitil 
the  year  1861,  when  a  change  took  place,  in 
consequence  of  some  understanding  being  come 
to  between  the  Governor  and  the  Ministers 
composing  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Fox. 
However,  that  arrangement  was  not  confirmed  ' 
by  the  Assembly;  and  the  whole  question  came 
again  before  the  Assembly  in  the  year  1862. 
Jn  that  session  certain  memorials  were  agreed 
to  in  both  Houses  relative  to  responsible  go> 
vemment  of  the  Natives,  the  desire  of  the 
Assembly  being  that  the  matter  should  be  post- 
poned until  Native  difficulties  oould  be  disposed 
of,  and  the  country  could  be  handed  over  to 
the  Native  Minister  without  any  Native  troubles 
to  attend  to.  The  memorials  were  forwarded 
Home,  but  had  not  met  with  the  approval 
of  Her  Majesty's  Gk>vemment,  for  it  had 
altogether  repudiated  further  control  in  Native 
matters,  and  had  enressed  a  fixed  determina- 
tion that  the  Home  Government  would  not  in- 
terfere—that the  colonists  themselves,  whether 
they  likad  it  or  not,  must  take  it  upon  tiieta* 
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selves.  It  would  therefore  be  seen  that  it  was 
not  left  to  their  option  whether  they  woaI4  say 
Yes.  or  No.  The  simple  question  was,  whether 
they  would  take  it  cheerfully,  or  whether  they 
would  fight  against  the  determination  of  the 
.Home  Oovermnent,  which  it  appeared  to 
him,  would  be  useless.  He  would  therefore 
simply  move  that  they  should  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  them. 
He  might  just  point  out  to  the  Council  that 
what  they  were  about  to  do  was  not  quite  in- 
consistent with  the  memorials  of  1862,  becanse, 
until  the  questions  then  existing  between  the 
Natives  and  Government  were  settled,  they  did 
not  desire  to  have  the  management  of  Native 
affairs;  but  they  said,  that  being  done,  they 
would  be  quite  ready  to  take  it.  Lookinj^  at 
(he  state  of  aSairs  existing  since  then,  they 
must  be  satisfied  that  had  not  been  done  by  the 
Home  Qovcrnment.  It  had  placed,  and 
was  desirous  of  placing,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
colony  all  the  means  necessary  for  overcoming 
the  difficulty.  It  therefore  appeared  to  him, 
looking  at  the  position  in  which  the  colony  was 
placed,  and  that  they  were  compelled  to  take 
tlie  responsibility, — looking,  at  the  same  time, 
at  the  valuable  aid  now  being  rendered  to  the 
country  by  the  Home  Qovemment  to  assist  the 
colonists  in  establishing  law  and  order  through- 
out the  country, — he  thought  they  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  take  it,  .and  would  take  it 
cheerfully,  as  expressed  by  the  resolution.  He 
would  move  the  motion  standing  in  bis  name  : 
This  Council,  having  had  under  considera- 
tion the  despatch  Of  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
SecrotaiT  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  dated  the 
26th  Pcoruary,  1868,  conveying  the  fixed  de- 
termination of  Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  revoke  th;  arrangement  of  .1856,  and, 
for  the  future,  to  require  the  colonists  to  under- 
take the  responsibility  of  the  management  of 
Native  aSairst  reoo^zes  with  the  deepest 
gratitude  the  great  mterest  which  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  has  always  taken  in  the  wel- 
fare of  all  races  of  Her  Majesty's  colonial  sub- 
jects, and  the  thoroughly  efficient  aid  which 
Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Govemfnent  is  now 
afloiding  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion 
now  unhappily  existing,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  law  and  order  in  this  colony;  and, 
relying  on  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Im- 
perial Government  for  the  future,  this  Coun- 
cil cheerfully  accepts  the  responsibility  thus 
placed  upon  the  colonists,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  records  its  firm  determination  to  use  its 
best  endeavours  to  secure  a  sound  and  lasting 

gace,  to  do  justice  impartially  to  both  races  of 
er  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  promote  the 
civilization  and  welfare  of  all  classes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  Islands. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  was  not 
aware,  when  he  came  to  the  Council  that  after- 
noon, that  the  motion  proposed  stood  upon  the 
Paper.  He  certainly  had  not  come  down  to 
disduss  or  argue  that  very  important  question ; 
but,  as  it  was  now  before  the  Council,  he  felt 
called  upon  to  express  the  views  which  he  very 
strongly  entertained  upon  the  subject.  He 
believed  he  was  the  first  peaaon  ohaiged  witii 
Hon.  Ur.  WhUaktr 


forming  a  Ministry  under  the  system  of  Be- 
sponsible  Government ;  and  it  was  his  bosiiiea 
to  effect  that  arrangement  with  His  Exee^ 
lency  the  late  Governor,  Colonel  Gore  Browne, 
upon  which  the  management  of  Nativs 
affairs  was  undertaken  on  a  partial  system 
of  supervision,  partly  by  tbe  Respoosihle 
Ministry  and  partly  by  His  ELxcellenoy  tbe 
Governor.  He  was  one  of  those  who  came 
to  the  conclusion,  after  some  experieooe  of 
the  working  of  the  system,  that  it  was  me 
radically  faulty — that  it  was  one  which  ooold 
not  be  continued  for  the  benefit  of  either  race; 
and  he  had  taken  part  in  the  steps  which 
had  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  donUe 
system  of  government,  and  placed  tbe  Natirc 
affairs  of  the  colony  under  the  direction  (A 
Responsible  Ministers.  I^ast  session  he  wae  d 
opinion  that  the  time  had  come  to  accept  «I»t 
was  offered  to  them — the  offer  of  BesponsiU* 
Government  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Duke  of  NewQastle ;  and  that  the  circnm&tanee 
of  the  colony  were  such  that  the  time  hsd 
arrived  when  it  was  their  duty  to  accept  the 
offer.  He  believed  had  this  been'  done  it 
would  have  proved  extremely  beneficial  as  re- 
garded the  management  of  Native  affairs.  It 
was  his  opinion  Govenmient  shoOld  at  Ast 
time  have  taken  the  direction  and  conbol  at 
Native  affairs,'  as  they  were  then  engaged  in  a 
work  of  peace,  in  endeavouring  to  place  amon^ 
the  Natives  institutions  of  civil  government; 
and  it  was  fitting  and  right,  in  his  opinion,  that 
the  colony  should  take  upon  itself  ^e  directioB 
and  control  of  that  great  work.  The  Gentnl 
Assembly  thought  fit  to  reject  that  offer,  sod 
he  believed  it  was  a  most  calamitous  proceed- 
ing that  they  hod  done  so,  for  it  probably  had 
tended  in  a  great  degree  to  plunge  the  cdony 
in  its  present  disastrous  condition.  And  now 
they  'had  the  offer  made  to  them  again— en 
offer  made  by  Government  in  entire  ignonnee 
of  what  was  now  taking  place.  The  Hcnoe 
Government,  when  they  made  this  proposal  to 
the  colony,  believed,  no  doubt,  that  the  cokny 
was  in  a  state  of  peace.  But  the  colony  was 
in  a  state  of  war,  and  the  question  was,  not 
what  measures  they  would  adopt  for  tbe 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Nstire 
people,  but  what  measures  they  would  take  ia 
the  safety  of  the  European  inhabitants  of  the 
colony.  Under  these  circumstances,  when  they 
spoke  of  the  management  of  Native  tStias, 
they  included  military  affairs,  for  Natiis 
matters  were  so  intimately  connected  viih 
military  defence  they  could  not  adopt  mili- 
tary proceedings  which  did  not  involve  Native 
afiaii;^.  For  instance,  if  General  Caaten* 
thought  it  necessary,  as  a  necessity  of  military 
operations,  to  cross  a  particular  boondaiy  te 
strengthen  his  position,  he  would  no  doubt  de 
so,  but  it  involved  a  question  of  Native  aSsiis. 
It  was  certain  the  Ministry  could  not  prevent 
General  Cameron  from  taking  such  a  step.  He 
had  simply  made  these  remarks  to  illostzslB 
the  intimate  connection  between  the  militsiy 
and  Native  matters.  The  country  was  now  ia 
a  state  of  war,  and,  believing  that  the  sai^y  of 
the  colony  depended  on  tneii  having  one  on- 
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divided  anfhoiity,  it  was  of  no  use  seeking  to 
•rade,'  to  throw  back  npon  the  Home  Qovem- 
ipant,  any  lesponsibility,  by  seeking  to  evade 
their  oontribntion  to  the  cost,  to  the  incidentals 
«{ the  managemeat  Of  Native  afiairsi  and  Native 
vara  leading  oat  of  it.  llo  doubt  it  was  the 
doty  of  the  colony  to  bear  all  it  could  of  the 
eposes  arising  out  of  its  responsibility.  He 
■aid  Uie  tinfie  was  come  when  they  should  have 
one  undivided  responsibility ;  but  tiiey  ought  not 
'to  accede  to  it  so  long  a«  there  was  a  check  upon 
the  discretion  of  HisEzoellendy 's  acting  in  ottier 
than  military  operations  by  the  Besponsible 
Ministry,  and  over  whom  His  Bzoellency  had 
nocontzol.  They  surrounded  His  Excellency 
by  Advisers  of  their  own  ohoioe,  and  thus 
jdaeed  him  under  a  kind  of  compulsion:  he 
was  not  a  free  agent.  It  was  perfectly  impos- 
nble  for  His  Excellency  to  assume  responsi- 
bOi^,  without  control  over  the  direction 
of  Native  affairs,  simultaneously  with  the 
action  of  Besponsible  Government.  The  time 
might  come  when  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  might  enable  the  Assembly  to  accept 
the  Aet  mftde ;  but  those  oiroumstanoes  did 
not  exist  at  the  present  moment.  He  wished 
he  could  add  that  the  measures  which  were 
likely  to  effect  this  great  change  in  the  manage- 
ment of  Native  affairs  would  induce  the  world 
at  laige  to  believe  that  they  were  fit  to  exercise 
them.  He  should  give  his  vote  against  the 
motion.  •    

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHTTAKER  said  hisJionour- 
•ble  friend  appeared  to  be  labouring  under  a 
little  misapprehension. :  In  one  portion  of  the 
statement  he  had  made  he  assumed  that  the 
Besponsible  Ministers  had  power  to  interfere 
with  the  military  airangements.  Neither  the 
Governor,  nor  hunself  (Mr.  Whitaker),  nor  einy 
member  of  the  Ministi^  would  have  a  word  to 
say ;  the  General  had  the  entire  and  absolute 
control  over  every  single  soldier  engaged  in  the 
war.  The  Governor  or  the  Ministry  might  offer 
advice  to  the  General  on  a  proposed  undertak- 
ing, but  if  he  thought  differently  he  could  fol- 
low out  his  own  plans.  All  they  could  do 
would  be  to  exercise  possibly  a  moral  influence : 
beyond  that  the  contool  was  with  himself.  He 
would  have  preferred  that  his  honourable  friend, 
in  coming  forward  to  oppose  the  motion,  should 
have  suggested  some  better  course  to  adopt. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Imperied  Go- 
veniment  had  directed  the  Governor,  positively 
and  absolutely,  to  give  up  the  control  of  Native 
affairs ;  and  he  would  therefore  ask  his  honour- 
able friend  what  was  to  be  done,  under  these 
circumstances,  daring  the  next  six  or  eight 
months,  whilst  they  were  asking  his  Grac^  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  for  some  better  arrange- 
ment. All  he  had  to  say  was  that  they  had 
no  option  in  the  matter ;  and  he  again  re- 
peated his  observation  that,  if  his  honourable 
mend  came  forward  to  .oppose  it,  be  should 
have  proposed  something  else.  Under  the 
dan^eib  and  difficulties  in  which  they  laboured 
Uinisters  simply  tried  to  do  their  heat,  and  he 
tnsted  the  Council  would  not  be  led  astray  by 
his  hononrable  friend's  argument. 

The  Ooonoil  divided  on  the  question. 


Ana,  15. 

Boohaaiui         Pillans  Salmon 

Cutfieia  Renwiok  Stokes 

Gilflllan-  Biohmond         Swainson 

Johnston  Bnssell,  H.        Walton 

Lea  BusseU,  Watts  Whitaker. 

Noss,  1. 
Sewell. 
Majority  for,  14. 
Motfon  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  His  Exoellenoy  the  Governor,  for  transmis- 
sion  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal.  Secretary  ol 
State  for  the  Oolonies. 

BILLS  INTRODUOED. 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Bill,  Provincial 
Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill. 

FIRST  READING. 
Ezeontion  of  Criminals  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Stewart's  Island  Annexation  Bill. 

RELIGIOUS,  CHARITABLE,  AND  EDUCA- 
TIONAL   TBUSTS    ACT   AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  Religious,  Charitable,  and  Educational 

Trosts  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second 

time,  considered  in  Committee,  sjid  reported  to 

the  Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPBESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  9th  Ndvember,  1863. 


Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills— Select  Committee 
—First  Beading— Boads— Native  AfTalm— Native 
Oenealogy— Otago  and  Soathland  Bepresenta- 
tion  BUI— OoldfieldB— Suppression  ot  BetwlUon 
Bill— IiieDtenant<}oTemor. 


Mr.  Spzakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

STANDING    OBDERS    ON   PRIVATE 
BILLS. 

Mr.  dltOBEE,  before  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committees  of  oolh 
Houses  on  Standing  Orders  relating  to  private 
Bills,  moved  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  most  raise  his  voice 
against  thus  sweeping  away  these  rules,  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  Committees  of  both 
Houses  for  the  protection  of  public  interests. 
When  persons  outside  who  wished  to  oppose 
any  private  Bill  were  aware  that  due  publicity 
had  not  been  given,  by  advertisement,  so.,  they 
naturally  looked  to  the  House  to  protect  ttiem, 
and  not  to  allow  such  Bills  to  be  pEwsed  throBgh 
that  session.  The  course  proposed  would  be  a 
dangerous  precedent,  and  he  even  questioned  if 
the  House  nad  the  power  to  take  it. 

The  report  was  then  read. 
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Mr.  O'BOBKE  then  moved.  That  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Bouses  on 
Standing  Orders  relating  to  private  Bills  be 
adopted  by  this  House.  The  Standing  Orders, 
he  said,  if  carried  ont,  would  be  a  certain  pro- 
hibition of  anv  inivate  legislation  being  pro- 
ceeded with  uiis  session,  inasmnoh  as  they 
required  that  notices  of  all  private  Bills  should 
be  given  in  February  and  March ;  and,  in  case 
of  Railway  Bills,  the  plans  must  be  deposited 
by  the  30th  March.  Now,  when  the  tHousc 
rose  last  session  there  was  an  understanding 
that  there  would  be  no  meeting  this  year.  But, 
as  it  had  met,  it  was  impossible  that  promoters 
could  have  given  notice  last  February,  and 
next  February  would  not  be  time  enough ;  but, 
as  soon  as  the  session  was  announced  as  likely 
to  take  place,  sevenJ  persons  gave  notice  of 
their  intention  to  promote  private  Bills,  and 
the  Joint  Committee  'were  of  opinion  that, 
trtxere  the  parties  had  complied  as  far  as  they 
were  able  with  the  spirit  of  the  Standing  Orders, 
by  giving  due  notice  to  the  public  at  large, 
t£eir  petition  should  be  favourably  considered. 
Of  course,  this  had  no  reference  to  the  merits 
of  any  Bill.  Moreover,  if  the  Standing  Orders 
as  to  notices  had  been  complied  with,  the  pro- 
posed length  of  the  session  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  allow  a  private  Bill  to  be  passed 
through  all  its  stages.  The  Standing  Orders 
refemng  to  these  points  were  the  only  ones 
that  were  proposed  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  BBODIE  would  prefer  to  have  the  ques- 
tion put  as  each  Bill  was  brought  up. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  supported  the 
motion.  He  was  sure  that  in  one  Bill  at 
least  everything  possible  had  been  done — 
namely,  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  Provincial 
Oovemment  of  Auckland^ 

Motion  agreed  to.    ■ 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
STAMDiHa  Obdebs. — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Dillon 
Bell,  Mr.  FitsOerald,  Major  Bichardson,  Mr. 
Stafford,  Mr.  Wayne,  and  Mr.  O'Borke. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill. 

ROADS. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  for  a  return,  in 
detail,  'of  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
General  Oovemment  upon  roads  and  other 
public  works  connected  with  roads  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Taranaki  from  the  Ist  January,  1863,  to 
the  6th  March,  1863;  also  a  return  from  the  6th 
March,  1868,  to  the  80th  October,  1863:  the 
amounts  in  both  returns  paid  to  Europeansand 
Maoris  to  be  shown  separately.  He  explained 
that  the  Provincial  Government  of  Taranaki 
had  not  been  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which 
works  of  this  nature  had  been  carried  on  in  that 
province. 

Mr*.  G.  GRAHAM  would  like  to  amend  the 
moBon  by  including  the  Province  of  Auckland 
from  the  1st  January,  1861. 

Mt.  ATKINSON  consented  so  to  amend  his 
motion. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


NATIVE  APPAIE8. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  moved  for  any  infooaatioa  in 
the  possession  of  Government  relafeiiig  to  tka 
contmued  residence  in  the  midst  (rf  the  lebd 
tribes  of  Waikato  of  several  Enropeaiu  with 
their  famihes,  and  the  terms  upon  which  Aaf 
had  been  permitted  to  retsin  tiieir  ptuf  ly, 
and  to  remain  where  they  were.  He  aaid  £• 
had  heard  that  there  were  six  or  seven  heads  of 
families  residing  amongst  the  rebelsin  Waikato, 
on  condition  of  paying  tribute  to  the  Xaoi 
king.  He  did  not  know  if  tiiat  was  true,  sad 
his  object  waa  to  give  the  Government  u 
opportonitgr  of  giving  any  explanation  in  Uier 
power  on  the  subject,  and  to  direct  thMr  atta- 
tion  to  the  legal  position  of  snoh  resident. 

Mr.  FOX  WM  not  aware  thf^  the  Qovvm- 
meut  was  in  possession  of  any  informatiao  ott 
the  subject.  The  only  information  of  the  kial 
which  he  had  was  what  fell  from  the  hctwar- 
able  member  for  Newton  a  few  nights  agOb 
If  any  reliable  information  on  the  subjeot  was 
to  be  found  in  the  Government  office  it  should 
be  forwaoded. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  said  he  waa  awana  that 
there  were  two  Roman  CathoUo  missionazias  at 
Rangiawhia,  but  he  did  not  believe  they  wete 
paying  anything  to  the  Maori  king.  He  knew 
that  one  or  two  settlers  had  refused  to  pay  ao» 
pound  towards  the  tribute. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

•    NATIVE  GENEALOGY. 
On  the  motion  of   Mr.  O'NEILL,  it  waa 
agreed,  That  there  be  -laid  upon  the  taUe  a 
copy  of  the  genealogical  table  prepared  by  tka 
Native  Department  in  May,  1861. 

OTAGOi  AND  SOUTHLAND  BEPBESKNTA- 
TION  BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  the  Oo*«n- 
ment  having  replied  in  the  negative  to  hw  qnaa. 
tion  whether  they  intended  to  decJ  witiii  the 
subject  of  tiie  representation  of  Otago  and 
Southland,  he  had  felt  bound  himself  to  aoh- 
mit  a  Bill.  Before  doing  so,  however,  he  would 
ask  to  be  allowed  to  include  another  pnniBee 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  to  insert  Hie  wmd 
"  Canterbury  "  before  "  Otago." 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  thought  that  if  then  waa 
to  be  any  aJteration  it  ^oold  be  made  men 


Mr.  WILSON  said  the  present  was  the  fiat 
time  he  had  ever  heard  that  it  was  intoided  t» 
alter  the  representation  of  Canterbury. 

Major  BIOHABDSON  was  content  to  aooept 
the  sneers  of  the  honourable  member  for  N«- 
son  City  (Mr.  Stafford),  because  he  believed  the 
House  would  feel  that  there  was  rteceaai^  fat 
change,  and  that  it  would  even  be  deairaUs  t» 
reduce  the  number  of  members  for  AooUaad 
Province,  as  well  as  to  increase  tiioae  forOtaga. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  denied  that  he  had  bew 
guilty  of  a  sneer,  or  of  applause  or  appnriiatBm. 
If  the  honourable  member  for  Dwnwmn'Kortih 
thought  that  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  likely  to 
receive  with  a  sneer  a  proposal  to  ineraaae  Om 
representation  of  Otago,  he  most  infonn  th* 
honourable  member  ft&t  last  aeaaioa  ha  waa 
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one  of  tli9  most  promment  in  support  of  an 
Mgmantation  of  tne  Otago  members.  But  he 
did  feel  »  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  bit- 
by-Int  legislation.  Be  was  not  at  all  prepared 
to  recognize  the.right  to  provincial  representa- 
tion in  the  Assembly;  but  he  admitted  that 
MDoe  of  the  eleotoral  districts  deserved  more 
tepreoentation,  and  he  had  told  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Cargill)  that  he 
^M  prepared  to  support  such  an  increase.  But 
he  thought  very  careful  consideration  of  the 
dutrict  requirements  should  be  given  before 
■By  marked  change  was  now  made. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  beUeved  that  the 
large  immigration  now  going  on  would  give  the 
Auckland  Province  a  good  claim  for  increased 
npreaentation  wfaen  £e  time  came  for  a  gene- 
nl  readjustment. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
Mr.  DlUon  Bell  have  leave  to  amend  his  motion 
in  the  mannwr  proposed." 

Ates,  16. 


Baldwin 

FitzGerald 

Reynolds    . 

Brodie 

Fitzherbert 

Biohardson 

Oargill 

JoUie 

Wayne. 

Carter 

Mantell 

Teller. 

Domett 

Paterson 

BeU. 

Paathenton 

NoKs,  as. 

Atlrifiwin 

O'Neill 

Wells 

Batter 

Ormond 

Williamson,  Jas 

Oolenao 

OHorke 

Williamson  ,Jno 

Oaxtifl 

Russell 

Wilson 

Btm 

Saunders 

Wood. 

tir 

Stafford 

Onbam,  a. 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

Tetter.  ' 

Ocafaam,  B. 

Tnrton 

Gillies. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  DIIiliON  BELL  then  moved  for  leave  to 
iatioduce  the  Bill. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

GOLDPIELDS. 
Mr.  BRODIE  moved.  That  a  respectful  ad- 
dseas  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  Sir  Oeorge 
drey,  praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  draw 
tbA  special  attention  of  the  Home  Government 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Goldflelds 
of  Otago  for  the  year  ending  September,  1863  ; 
aad  also  bring  prominently  under  the  notice  of 
hi*  Otaoe  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  the  valuable 
field  now  laid  open  for  the  employment  of  the 
povcjation  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  gold- 
Mds  of  the  Province  of  Otago.  It  must  be 
irithin  the  knowledge  of  many  members  that 
at  home  the  Otago  Ooldfields  had  attracted  but 
little  attention— -that  month  after  month  had 
pMaedwrtfaout  any  proof  that  it  was  reco^zed 
that  in  Otago  there  were  goldflelds  as  nch  as 
aay  eiver  discovered  in  the  world.  Exactly  why 
»laiKe  amount  of  immigration  to  that  province 
bad  Xeen  retwrded  he  did  not  know  ;  but  one 
main  reason,  he  believed,  was  that  the  facts 
were  not  known  at  Home,  The  plan  pursued 
llf  tkv  Qovemor  of  New  South  fVales  when  gold 
I  diaoovered  in  that  colony  was  immediately 


to  forward  a  despatch  to  the  Home  Gk>vemment,. 
setting  forth  the  real  discoveries  and  their  value. 
Copies  of  the  document  were  delivered  to  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  and  so  it  found  its  way  into 
the  Times,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole 
people.  There  was,  consequently,  a  great  influx 
of  population,  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 
colony.  The  same  plan  was  pursued  when 
gold  was  discovered  in  Victoria,  and  with,  like 
results^  As  regarded  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  miners  in  Otago,  the  report  to  which  hia 
motion  referred  supplied  conclusive  evidence. 
Of  course,  all  could  not  be  equally  successful, 
and  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  hard- 
ship to  be  endured.  But,  taking  the  average, 
which  was  the  only  satisfactory  test,  the  result, 
as  set  forth  by  the  report,  was  this :  Of  a  total 
population  of  sixty  thousand,  there  were  twenty- 
one  thousand  persons  residing  within  the  limits 
of  proclaimed  goldflelds,  of  whom  two-thirds,  or 
about  fourteen  thousand,  were  actually  engaged, 
upon  the  average  of  the  year,  in  mining  opera- 
tions. Of  those  fourteen  thousand,  the  average 
earnings  for  the  year  amounted  to  £164.  But 
Mr.  Fvke,  the  Secretary,  said,  "  It  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  a  higher  estimate  might  be  put 
down  as  correct ;"  and  he  quite  agreed  with  that 
opinion  of  Mr.  Pyke,  seeing  that  gold  presented 
great  ftMsilities  for  getting  it  out  of  the  country 
without  the  jiayment  of  duty.  He  could  not 
doubt  that  a  knowledge  of  those  facts  in  the 
Home-country  would  cause  a  great  influx  of 
population,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
benefit  the  whole  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

Captain  BALDWIN  seconded  the  motion. 
It  had  been  to  him  a  matter  of  considerable 
surprise  that  two  years  should  have  been  al- 
lowed to  elapse  without  the  Governor  bringing 
the  goldflelds  of  Otago  prominently  under  the 
notice  of  the  Home  Gk>vemment.  That  sur- 
prise had  been  increased  when  he  looked  to 
other  colonies  in  which  gold  existed.  There  it 
had  been  the  custom  for  the  Governors  to  visit 
and  inspect  the'  districts,  and,  where  gold  waa 
found  to  exist,  to  report  ufton  the  discoveries, 
thus  bringing  them  prominently  under  the 
notice  of  the  Mother-country.  But  not  only 
had  the  goldflelds  been  neglected  as  regarded 
prominence  beiiig  given  to  them,  but  such  had 
been  the  case  as  to  their  government.  Whea 
population  was  pouring  in  by  thousands,  what 
amount  of  consideration  was  bestowed  by  the 
General  Government  7  None,  or  next  to  none. 
When  Resident  Magistrates  and  Wardens  were 
required,  were  npt  months  allowed  to  elapse 
before  the  appointments  were  made  ?  He  hap- 
pened to  have  been  one  of  the  first  Com- 
missioners of  Goldflelds  in  Otago.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  Waitahuna,  and  he  was  there  three 
months  before  his  appointment  as  Resident 
Magistrate  came  down.  Although  there  was  a 
population  of  six  thousand  persons,  there  were 
no  proper  powers  for  preserving  order  in  their 
midst.  To  some  this  might  appear  a  trifling 
matter,  but  to  him  it  was  a  matter  of  great  sur- 
prise that  life  was  not  lost  during  that  time. 
Now,  however,  the  goldflelds  were  getting  more 
attention  from  the  General  Government.  Bat, 
still,  knowledge  of  them  at  Home  was  requind ; 
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and  he  knew  of  no  better  plan  for  spreading  it 
thui'the  one  proposed,  for  the  reports  of  the 
Secreteiry  contained  a  complete  history  of  the 
fields,  from  the  first  discovery  down  to  Sep- 
tember last.:  the  facts  attending  the  discovery 
of  each  field,  from  the  time  when  Mr.  Gabriel 
Beid  discovered  the  famous  guUy  at  Tuapeka 
down  to  date,  were  all  faithfully  and  vividly 
narrated.  Amongst  the  facts  stated  were  that, 
during  two  years,  the  amount  of  gold  got  was 
equal  to  a  weight  of  42  tons  2101b.,  or  equiva- 
lent to  £4,042,080  sterling.  The  increase  in 
the  population,  the  Customs  revenue,  and  ex- 
ports, and  the  present  condition  and  future 
resources  of  the  fields  were  all  set  forth.  The 
Secretary,  in  speaking  of  the  average  amount 
of  the  men's  earnings  for  the  year,  declared 
that  it  was  "  one  of  the  most  splendid  results 
«ver  attained  in  any  gold-producing  country  of 
ancient  or  modem  times."  It  was  true  that 
the  miners  had  made  Otago  what  she  was — 
had  developed  her  resources,  opened  her  lands, 
erected  her  towns ;  but  it  was  equally  true  that 
there  was  not  a  province  in  the  colony  that  had 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  received  advantage 
from  what  had  been  done  in  Otago.  Therefore 
he  hoped  that  honourable  members  would  not 
look  upon  this  as  a  local  question,  but  would 
support  it  as  one  afiecting  the  entire  com- 
munity of  the  colony.  The  miners  looked  with 
favour  to  that  House,  believing  that  it  was 
above  all  provincial  feelings  and  jealousies,  and 
that  by  it  their  requirements  would  be  attended 
to.  Indeed,  he  knew  that  petitions  were  in 
ooiirse  of  signature  praying  the  Oeneral  Oo- 
vemment  to  take  the  mEinagement  of  the  gold- 
fields  into  their  own  hands. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  had  listened  with  great 
satisfaction  to  the  manner  in  which  this  sub- 
ject had  been  introduced.  Bat,  if  the  motion 
was  intended  to  imply  that  there  had  been  any 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  past  or 
present,  be  thought  the  censure  was  hardly 
deserved,  because,  as  he  was.  informed  by  a 
colleague,  this  was  the  first  report  of  any  value 
that  had  been  forwarded  from  the  Secretary  for 
the  Ooldflelds  to  the  General  Government ;  so 
that  it  was  the  first  opportunity 

Mr.  BKODIE. — It  is  the  second  annual  re- 
port; and  both  were  duly  forwarded  to  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  FOX  believed  it  was  the  first  general 
document  containing  any  great  information. . 
But  it  appeared  there  had  been  another  annual 
report,  and,  if  it  had  reached  the  Government, 
it  was  no  doubt  forwarded  Home ;  for  he  was 
told  that  all  the  returns  relating  to  the  goldfields 
that  were  received  were  regularly  made  up  and 
sent  Home  by  His  Excellency.  At  any  rate, 
he  would  take  care  that  the  present  report  was 
sent  Home.  The  goldfields  of  Otago  required  no 
puffing,  but  such  notice  of  them  as  was  proper, 
and  that  of  the  most  decided  character,  should 
accompany  the  document.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Goldfields  (Captain  Baldwin) 
would  carry  his  recollection  back  he  would 
understand  the  delay  to  Which  he  had  referred, 
especially  as  to  his  own  case.  Antecedently  to 
the  discovery  of  gold  the  province  was  going  on 
■Captain  Baidwin 


ver^  satisfactorily,  no  doubt,  but  not  in  a  vny 
rapid  manner.  He  believed  there  was  at  Dm 
time  only  one  miul  a  month,  so  that  at  kait 
two  months  were  required  to  get  an  answer 
from  the  North.  Then,  in  the  first  instanes, 
the  Superintendent  of  the  proTinoe  applied  ts 
the  General  Government  to  a^opoint  "  Oomiidt- 
sioners  "  for  the  goldfields ;  out  on  lookiiif  ts 
the  Act  the  Government  foUnd  "Waideas" 
named,  but  not  '■  Commissionezs,"  and  Huj 
were  at  a  loss  as  to  what  should  be  done— ihof 
causing  more  delay,  and  qnite  sbcconnting  fat 
what  had  been  complained  of.  As  to  a  petttion 
to  induce  the  General  Government  to  resmM 
the  Eidministratidn  of  the  goldfields,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  if  the  miners  bad  arrived  at  i 
conclusion  in  f avom  of  such  a  course ;  toe  ht 
had  always  been  in  favour  of*  placing  in  ib» 
hands  of  the  local  authorities  tfa^  manageraent 
of  local  affairs,  and  he  should  have  oonoeifed 
that  there  was  no  department  that  a  Provineid 
Government  was  more  fitted  to  administer  Aib 
that  of  the  goldfields.  If  such  a  plan  wen 
adopted  he  greatlv  feared  that  the  three  numtht* 
delay  which  had  been  cijmpluned  of  in  oiu  in- 
stance would  occur  in  connection  with  mai^ 
of  the  interests  that  had  sprung  up  in  difloeat 
parts  of  the  goldfield ;  sjid  it  would  certain^ 
only  be  under  very  great  difficulty  and  prassnn 
that  the  Government  could  contemplate  tfa* 
possibility  of  adopting  such  a  course. 

Major  BICHABDSOK  admitted  that  Am 
difficulties  in  Otago  we/e  at  first  greater  tha 
could  be  promptly  met;  and  perhaps  the  aj 
for  aid  was  more  urgent  than  it  vras  leoog^aa 
to  be.  But  the  difficulties,  he  thought,  acoa 
less  from  want  of  administratian  than  of  lego- 
lation.  As  to  the  agitation  for  the  transfezeaci 
of  the  management  of  the  goldfields,  he  oosU 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  fear  of  a  decidad 
and  earnest  appUcation  being  made  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  He  had  heard  from  minea 
over  and  over  again  that  the  management,  ud 
the  state  of  the  roads,  were  far  in  advance  of 
what  existed  in  Victoria  at  a  corresponding 
period  of  its  history.  He  believed  theminoi 
geDerally  felt  that  they  had  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  attention  given  to  th«m,  both  by  tbe 
General  and  the  Provincial  Government;  and, 
on  the  whole,  he  believed  that  they  were,  M 
they  ought  to  be,  a  well-disposed,  happy,  aai 
flourishing  set  of  men. 

Mr.  BRODIE,  in  replying,  said  there  wv  ens 
strong  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the  motiaa 
which  hod  not  been  mentioned — that  a  laiip 
portion  of  the  gold  of  Otago  was  sent  Home  «h 
Melbourne,  and  was  generally  regarded  as  fart 
of  the  produce  of  Victoria,  instead  of  being 
credited  to  the  province  of  Otago. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPFBESSION  OF  BEBELLIOM  BILIk 
The  report  of  the  Committee  ol  the  'rtcit 
*House  on  the  Suppression  of  BebeUion  BiUwM 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  ttiii 
time  and  passed. 

LIEUTBNAHT-aOVERNOB. 
ICr.  VOX  said  thatj  before  propoaiBg  tn  tbt 
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House  the  motion  which  stood  in  his  name,  he 
wiahed  to  state  distinctly  that  it  was  in  no  re- 
spect a  Ministerial  motion.  The  circumstances 
kmder  which  the  Oovemment  had  thought 
it  desiiable  to  propose  the  motion  were  simply 
thase:  They  had  become  aware  —  and  it  was 
impossible  for  them  not  to  becomd  aware  of  it — 
that  there  was  very  considerable  dissatisfaction 
expressed  at  what  might  be  called  the' feeble 
•dministration  of  the  General  GoTemment  in 
the  Middle  Island.  That  was  to  soine  extent 
irremediable;  bat,  although  it  might  be  iiti- 
posdble  to  remedy  the  whole  of  uiese  evils, 
especially  when  the  state  of  the  Northern 
Island  demanded  so  much  of  their  attention, 
the  Oovemment  thought  some  means  might  be 
provided  for  lessening  the  amount  of  the  incon- 
venience. In  the  first  instance,  they  proposed, 
H  a  temporary  remedy,  that  a  member  of  the 
Eieoutive  should  reside  temporarily  in  the 
Middle  Island.  The  Government,  however, 
had  been  made  aware  that  that  was  not  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  remedy  for  the  evil  com- 
Slained  of,  and  it  had  consequently  been  their 
oty  to  devote  some  time  to  the  consideration 
of  ihe  subject.  Of  course  honourable  mem- 
bers were  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  There  the  Government 
'consisted  of  an  executive  representative  of  Her 
Majesty  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  There  were 
also  systems  of  Courts  of  law,  &o.  In  other 
parts  of  the  Empire  something  of  the  same 
kind  was  found.  In  Canada,  although  there 
was  no  Lieutenant-Governor,  there  were  a 
8e(9«tary,  an  Attorney-General,  a  Solicitor- 
General,  and  other  officers  for  each  of  the  divi- 
sions, but  only  one  representative  of  Her 
Majesty  —  one  Governor  presiding  over  the 
.Exe(^tive  Govenmient  of  the  colony.  In 
Scotland  they  found  a  still  more  modified 
Administration,  there  being  there  very  little 
that  was  separate  except  in  the  legeil-  depart- 
ment. There  was  an  Advocate -Ooucrol,  and 
distinct  Courts  of  law.  He  mentioned  those 
instances  to  show  that  there  was  no  uniformity, 
and  they  might  infer  from  that  that  the  British 
Oovemment  had  arranged  this  matter  simply 
with  a  view  of  meeting  the  emergencies  of  each 
case  when  it  arose.  The  Government  here 
proposed  to  adopt  a  plan  very  closely  analogous 
to  that  of  the  Insh  system.  They  bad  thought 
it  absolutely  necessan'  to  appoint  a  chief  head 
of  the  Executive  Government. — namely,  a 
Lieutenant-Governor  —  because  there  was  a 
large  amount  of  business  which  required  to  be 
delegated  to  an  officer  clothed  with  power  to 
act  immediately,  eus  it  might  otherwise  lead  to 
great  delay.  There  was  one  peculiarity  that 
would  exist  in  the  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant- 
Governor  here,  .which  would  distiuguish  that 
officer  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
If  at  an^  time  Her  Majesty  paid  a  visit  to  the 
other  side  of  St.  Geocge's  Channel,  he  need 
hardly  say  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  not  cross 
over  to  England  and  assume  the  power  of  the 
Sovereign  in  her  absence;  but  here,  if  the 
Governor  paid  a  visit  to  the  South,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor wovdd  cross  over  Cook  Strait 
and  asstune  the  functions  of  the  Governor  here; 


and  this  waa  the  main  distinction  between  the 
two  systems.  The  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  appointed  would  be  a- 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Law  Officer — all 
three  responsible  officers  selected  from  honour- 
able members  of  the  Jjegislatare  of  the  country,, 
it  being,  of  course,  absolutely  essential  to  tiie 
conditions  of  their  responsibility  that  they 
should  bo  members  of  one  House  or  the  other. 
This  was  a  simple  outline  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  propose,  not  particularly  to  satisfy 
the  Middle  Island,  but  to  improve  the  govern- 
ment of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole.  Let  them 
govern  as  they  might,  so  long  aa  one  part  of 
the  colony  had  a  right  to  complain  they  could 
not  say  that  the  colony  was  governed  as  a 
whole,  for,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  not  governed 
at  all.  It  was  vnth  that  view  that  the  Govern- 
ment made  this  proposition.  They  were,  how- 
ever, not  wedded  to  the  scheme,  and  if  any 
honourable  member  had  any  other  scheme  to 
propose  the  Government  would  be  only  too- 
glad  to  consider  it,  and,  if  it  met  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  House,  to  adapt  it.  He  would 
move  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
desirable  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the- 
better  administration  of  the  Government  in  the- 
southern  portion  of  the  colony. 

2.  That,  with  this  view,  the  colony  should, 
for  the  purposes  of  administration,  be  con- 
stituted into  two  divisions,  by  a  line  running 
through  the  centre  of  Cook  Strait. 

8.  That  a  Lieutenant-Governor  should  be 
appointed  for  the  colony. 

I.  That  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment should  be  conducted  for  the  time  being 
by  the  Governor  of  the  colony  in  the  division 
in  which  he  may  happen  to  be,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  of  the  division 
from  which  he  is  absent  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Govatnor. 

5.  That,  on  the  appointment  of  a  Lieu* 
tenant-Governor,  all  the  necessary  officers  shall 
be  appointed  for  administering  the  affairs  of 
every  department  of  the  General  Government 
in  each  division  separately  from  the  other 
division. 

6.  That  a  humble  petition  be  addressed  to  ' 
Her  Majesty,  praying  that  Her  Majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  a  Lieutenant-Governor. 

7.  That  a  Bill  be  introduced  at  once  to 
give  effect  to  these  resolutions,  so  far  as  it  is 
within  the  power  of  the'  General  Assembly  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  GILLIES  seconded  the  motion. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SPEAKER,  it  was 
decided  to  discuss  the  resolutions  seriatim ;  and 
the  first  resolution  was  put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CAHGILL  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
th6  first  resolution,  if  it  were  quite  understood 
that,  by  adopting  it,  they  were  not  prejudicing; 
the  questions  that  were  to  follow. 

Major  BICHABDSON  suggested  that  the 
words  "  in  the  southern  portion,"  towards  the 
end  of  the  resolution,  should  be  left  out :  if  not, 
he  was  afraid  that  the  Superintendent  of  this 
province  might  find  fault  with  them. 

Mr.  VOX.  had  no  objection,  and  said  that,  il 
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it  were  so  desiied,  on  anyone  of  the  resolutions 
the  whole  question  might  be  raised. 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
-"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desir- 
able that  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
better  admmistration  of  the  Qovemment  of  the 
colony." 
'  Mr.  FOX  then  moved  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  CABQILL  said  that,  on  a  question  of 
80  much  importance,  he  naturally  moved  an 
amendment  under  great  difficulty  and  much 
diffidence.  He  should  have  been  very  glad  if 
this  matter  had  been  taken  up,  as  he  thought 
it  might  have  been,  by  some  one  of  greater  ex- 
perience in  the  history  of  the  colony  eind  its 
Legislature.  He  felt  that  the  questions  in- 
volved were  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
that  they  would  have  been  discussed  with  more 
interest  but  for  the  overshadowing  of  the  great 
Native  difficulty ;  for  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
general  question  involved  was  one  of  the  most 
important  for  the  European  population  of  the 
-colony  that  had  yet  been  taken  up  in  (he  As- 
sembly. It  was  a  complete  oheuiBe,  in  piin- 
«iple,  in  the  whole  constitution  of  the  Oovem- 
anent.  If  it  were  admitted  it  would  lead  to 
further  changes  —  the  step  once  taken  tliiey 
never  could  go  back  from  it.  He  would  not  say 
that  he  felt  disappointed,  but  he  was  certainly 
not  quite  satisfied  that  the  proposal  should 
have  come  from  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman's  heart 
could  not  be  much  in  it:  indeed,  he  believed 
his  heart  would  go  with  those  who  sought  to 
-carry  an  amendment  on  the  proposal.  He  re- 
garded the  Colonial  Secretary  as  a  representa- 
tive of  that  old  iTew  Zealand  party  to  which 
'they  should  look  for  the  conservation  of  the 
4!hsjacter  of  New  Zealand,  which  stood  second 
to  that  of  no  other  colony.  This  proposal,  he 
thought,  would  have  the  effect  of  weakeniiig 
that  character,  and  of  bringing  the  polony 
-down  from  that  most  satisfactory  position 
which  she  occupied.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
did  not  favour  the  House  with  any  reasons  why 
the  step  should  be  taken.  He  seemed  to  take  it 
for  granted  that  a  change  was  necessary,  and 
.  he  simply  cited  precedents  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  could  be  carried  out.  He  pointed  to 
the  cases  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland;  but 
there  was  no  analogy  between  them  and  this 
case.  Indeed,,  if  the  House  adopted  what  was 
proposed  they  would  be  going  m  a  precisely 
opposite  direction  to  that  taken  in  the  instances 
mentioned.  There  had  been,  in  them,  the 
growth  of  a  similarity  of  government  as  out  of 
the  original  imperfect  union.  There  had  been 
special  efforts  to  meet  discrepancies  that  could 
not  be  got  rid  of  at  the  time ;  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  legislation  was  to  get  rid  of  those  dis- 
«repancies,  and  to  bring  about  a  uniformity  of 
^administration  with  the  rest  of  the  Empire.  In 
the  case  of  Canada  there  were  circumstances, 
as  the  Colonial  Secretary  must  know,  that  did 
not  find  any  parallel  here.  In  one  part  the 
new  English  colonists  held  strong  views,  and 
equally  strong  ones  were  held  by  the  old  £'rench 
emigrants  in  the  other  part :  this  occasioned  a 
bitterness  of  feeling  between  the  two  divisions 


which  rendered  it  most  neoeasuy  that  tho* 
should  be  distinct  action.  There  was  no  math 
dissension  here,  nor  was  there  an3rthing  aaaio- 
gous  to  it.  Everything,  in  fact,  shoiQd  mate 
them  desire  to  see  the  unity  of  the  eobaqr 
maintained  as  it  was  at  present.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  this  series  of  reaolaiiaa> 
was  the  first  step  towards  a  separation  of  the 
Northern  from  the  Middle  Island.  Whethex  it 
was  so  or  xtot,  it  would  certainly  be  suppotted 
by  those  members  who  were  indlffeient  to  that 
yparation  and  would  gladly  sea  it  oasied  oi^ 
rather  than  forego  some  strong  opinions,  sod 
by  those  who  went  for  sepaxation  as  the  vety 
best  thing  that  could  happen ;  while  it,  as  cer- 
tainly, would  not  be  supported  by  those  wb> 
took  a  view  of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole  aad 
oared  for  its  best  interests.  One  principle  moK 
distinctly  involved  in  the  reaolntions  was  the 
shelving  for  the  present  of  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  Qovemment  from  Auckland.  He  be- 
lieved that  to  be  the  intention  ;  but,  whatenr 
the  intention,  it  would  be  the  praotioal  reedt 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  in  mi^ng  a  statemoA 
of  the  Ministerial  pokey,  distinctly  stated  thst 
the  new  Lieutenant-Governor  would  be  for  Iks 
Middle  Island,  the  Oovemot  stall  remainiqg 
in  Auckland.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  changed  his  i 
but  the  statement  that  day  did  not  quite  i 
with  the  previous  one. 

Mr.  FOX. — There  was  no  reference  to  a  Iseop 
tenant-Qovemor  in  my  former  speech,  I  thiak. 
As  far  as  I  recollect,  I  confined  mysdf  to 
speaking  of  a  member  of  the  Ezeoative  to  re- 
side in  the  South  Island. 

Mr.  CABGIXiL  [after  reading  from  a  repcct 
of  the  speech]  said  that  was  oertsunly  taken  1;; 
himself  and  others  to  mean  that  the  creatiaa 
of  a  Lientenaat-Qovemor  should  be  far  tfas 
Middle  Island.  But  the  point  to  which  hi 
wished  most  earnestly  to  call  the  attentiao  af 
the  Assembly  was  this:  that  really  this  step 
must  be  considered  as  the  first  towards  Iks 
separation  of  these  Islands.  They  knew  tlat 
there  were  a  number  of  honourable  membaa 
in  the  North  Island  with  whom  the  cry  was, 
"  Separation,  or  the  seait  of  Government  in 
Auckland ;"  auod  they  also  knew  that  there  vas 
a  sort  of  agitation  in  the  Southern  Island  in 
favour  of  separation,  under  the  pretence  that 
the  General  Government  was  not  sufficiently 
administered  there.  He  oonoeived  thatnctiiiag 
more  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  New 
Zealand  could  be  brought  forward  than  Um 
separation'of  the  two  Islands.  It  was  true  Oi»t 
in  Otago  some  complaints  were  made,  partieo- 
larly  just  after  the  goldflelds  broke  out,  that, 
owing  to  the  distance  of  the  Oenend  Gotob- 
ment,  many  necessary  things  could  not  be  got 
done.  But  those  e^  were  now  to  a  vtiy 
great  extent  mitigated,  partly  from  the  delep- 
tion  of  powers  so  as  to  enable  Uie  local  anthe- 
rities  to  act  in  emergencies,  eind  partly  by  soow 
legislation  of  the  General  Assembly.  Aad 
really  he  was  not  aware  at  present  that  those 
evils  were  of  such  a  crying  nature  as  to  call  for 
any  such  radical  remedy  as  was  involred  by 
these  resolutions.    He  could  conceive  that  it 
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ma  very  tandeBiiable  ibaJk  the  whole  ot  the 
gcrvamiuent  should  be  earned  on  from  Auok- 
lutd.  That  could  not  continue.  It  ooold  not. 
be  Mmeaded  that  the  Assembly  must  eontinue 
to  meet  in  Auckland,  or  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment should  always  have  its  seat  at  that 
eomer  of  the  Island.  But,  if  there  was  any 
difficulty  or  inoonTenienoe  connected  with  the 
position  of  the  seat  of  Government,  was  that  a 
teaoon  why  they  should  go  back  and  endeaToui 
to  xemedy  it  by  tinkering  at  and  tampering  with 
the  ConstitatapA  Act?  He  thought  the  Con- 
■titation  wm  a  most  retksonable  one,  and  ex- 
eeedingly  wdl  adapted  to  its  purposes.  There 
^rare  a  eertain  number  of  provinces  with  differ- 
ing interests,  and  upon  each  a  certain  amount 
of  power  was  conferred  to 'promote  those  inter- 
•sta.  Bnt  here  in  the  Assembly  was  a  place  of 
meeting  for  pui^joses  common  to  the  interests 
of  ail ;  and,  because  its  seat  was  said  not  to  be 
«zaeUy  the  best  place  for  all,  was  there  to  be 
*  sobdiTision  and  two  forms  of  government  7 
He  ooniesaed  that  the  only  tangible  reason  he 
liad  ever  heard  niged  in  favour  of  separation 
was,  that  the  Sonth  would  get  rid  of  the  expense 
«f  the  Maori  war. 

Mr.  GTTiTiTKS.  —  Such  a  reason  was  never 
OKed.    I  neyer  heard  it. 

Mr.  OABQUjL  said  he  had,  although  he 
aerer  paid  much  attention  to  those  who  advo- 
eated  it.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  so-called  reasons, 
tbey  were  none  at  all.  Ihe  promoters  of  this 
Mftuation  movement  most  vehemently  denied, 
generally,  that  any  such  reason  as  that  of  get- 
ting nd  of  the  cost  of  the  Maori  war  actuated 
fliem ;  bnt,  if  they  droj^ied  that,  he  must  con- 
ttm  thftt  he  did  not  see  upon  what  grounds 
the;  had  to  go  at  all.  It  was  aJl  very  well  to 
go  on  with  declamatory  statements  about  the 
oManoe  being  a  thousand  miles,  and  so  on; 
bat  that  was  an  inconvenience  to  be  cured  by 
a  amoller  measure  than  the  present — ^namely, 
by  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  Northern  Island  to  a 
more  central  position  with  reference  to  the 
«&ol«  colony.  He  had  very  good  authority  for 
jajing  that  it  yfaa  not  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Qcmtnmeat  should  continue  where  it 
■now  was.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  only  last 
aeaaion,  said  he  considered  it  most  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  not  continue 
in.  Auckland.  Even  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
jgMwiea  of  the  war — for  he  could  not  con- 
oeiTe  that  it  oonld  assist  Ministers  in  the  per- 
fonaance  of  their  important  duties  to  be 
eonstantly.  subjected  to  some  panic  about  a 
hostile  izinption  of  the  Maoris— he  very  much 
queationed  whether  the  military  operatiens  were 
mnch, benefited  by  the  presence  of  the  Minis- 
try'Mid  the  Oovaniment  always  in  Auckland. 
Bat,  if  it  was  alleged  that  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
eeasaiy,-  for  a  time,  that  the  (Jovemment  should 
remain  in  Aobkland,  then  he  did  not  see  why 
^e  House  should  pass  resolutions  in  opposition 
to  the  views  of  the  Governor  and  the  Mmistry ; 
bat  of  couxse  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  tempo- 
rary measure.  •  If  he  might  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press his  views  with  regard  to  another  point,  be 
^hwild  (*7  that  in  dealing  with  Native  ques- 


tions it  seemed  to  him  there  had.  been  great 
harm  done  by  the  extreme  parsimony  of  the 
General  Government.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
had  said  that  he  had  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
going  through  papers  connected  with  Taranaki 
and  Wanganui,  which  had  occupied  a  great  deal 
of  time.  But  he  (Mr.  Cargill)  did  not  think  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  first  Miniater  to  be  engaged 
in  wading  through  tedious  heaps  of  papers.  If 
there  was  asufBc«ent  number  of  well-paid  Under- 
Secretaries  or  clerks  all  this  work  of  prepara- 
tion might  be  escaped  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  question  of  the  engagement  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  work  consequent  upon  the  war  had 
been  altogether  over-argued.  If  there  was  too 
much  wodc  for  the  present  Executive,  why  not 
let  them  add  two  to  their  number,  and  make  a 
division  of  departments,  or  else  tske  the  other 
course  and  get  mofe  clerical  assistance?  He 
wanted  to  know  exactly  what  was  this  business 
connected  with  the  Middle  Island  that  had  to 
be  conducted.  '  Did  it  consist  of  questions  sent 
up  to  the  Attorney-General  ?  And,  if  so,  was 
that  gentleman  so  engaged  on  the  war  that  he 
could  not  attend  to  them  ?  Or  did  the  business 
relate  to  the  department  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs,  or  ikta^  of  the  Fostmaster-CJeneral  ?. 
And,  if  so,  were  those  honourable  gentlemen  so 
occupied  by  Kative  matters  that  they  could  not 
attend  to  their  depfurtments  ?  It  seemed  to  be 
taken  as  a  matter  of  course  by  some  honour- 
able members  that  every  Minister  was  to  be  un- 
ceasingly engaged  with  the  war  or  Maori  ques- 
tions. He  would,  without  further  remark,  move 
the  following  amendment :  That  the  question  1)6 
amended  by  the  omission  of  all  the  words  After 
the  word  "  That,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing :  "in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  these 
Islands  that  the  colony  should  remain  united 
under  one  General  Executive  Government  and 
one  Legislature  ;  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  ti 
distinct  Executive  Government  should  be  now 
established  in  the  Middle  Island,  as  the  first 
step  would  thereby  be  taken  towards  the  perma- 
nent separation  of  the  two  Islands ;  and  that,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  colony,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  seat  of  Government  and  the 
place  of  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  should 
be  in  a  central  part  of  the  colony." 

Major  BICHABDSON  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  YOGEL  did  not  think  that  there  oould 
be  any  stronger  argument  against  the  proposer 
of  the  amendment  than  that  he  had  himself 
said  that  he  only  substituted  for  the  resolutions 
moved  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Wellington.  He 
(Mr.  Yogel)  would  take  leave  to  say  that  substi- 
tution meant  simply  the  misgovemment  of  both . 
Islands,  and  that  therefore  it  was  infinitely  the 
less  .preferable  proposal  of  the  two.  It  was  a 
great  point  to  arrive  at,  as  seemed  to  be  the  ctLse 
on  all  hands,  that  it  was  necessary  something 
should  be  done — that  the  present  state  of  affairs 
«-as  not  satisfactory.  The  honourable  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  fully  admitted  this, 
and  made  a  speech  which  was  mainly  devoted  to 
pointing  out  the  advantages  WelUngton  pos- 
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sessed  for  the  seat  of  Qoveiiuiient ;  for  of  oonise 
Wellington  was  meant  when  ■*  a  central  part  of 
the  colony  "  was  talked  of.  As  he  nnderstood 
it,  there  were  now  two  remedies  for  admitted 
evils  before  the  House — the  one  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  to  give  a  Government  to  each  Island, 
bat  not  to  separate  them,  although  it  was  a  step 
towards  separation ;  and  the  other,  the  removtu 
of  the  Government  to  Wellington.  He  would 
first  deal  with  the  latter.  If  they  looked  npon 
this  question  without  any  reference  to  personal, 
party,  or  local  considerations,  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  seat  of  Government 
at  Wellington  meant  misgovermnent  to  both 
Islands.  No  doubt  by  the  change  the  wants 
of  the  Middle  Island  might  be  supplied  to  a 
greater  extent  than  at  present ;  but  whatever 
was  given  in  that  direction  must  be  taken  from 
the  Northern  Island.  If,  for  the  sake  of  tradi- 
tional colonial  associations,  a  long  coarse  of 
present  misgovemment  was  to  be  submitted  to, 
the  House  might  think  it  worth  while,  from  a 
mere  sentimentality,  to  submit  to  what  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  evil.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  contended  that  the  good  government  of  the 
Islands  of  the  colony  was  most  likely  to  conduce 
towards  its  perfection  and  development — that 
promoting  the  interest  of  the  several  parts 
was  the  best  way  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  whole — theji  some  other  coarse  most  be 
taken.  When  he  looked  at  the  remedy  pro- 
posed by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  he  thought, 
although  it  was  a  measure  of  the  nature  of 
separation,  yet  it  was  not  a  measure  of  separa- 
tion. If  it  was  found  that  by  a  more  geineral 
domestic  policy  there  could  best  be  on  opening- 
oat  and  development  of  the  country,  there  woald 
be  no  difficulty  in  retiring  on  the  position  of  a 
Government  by  one  authority;  but,  if  it  was 
found  necessary  to  take  further  steps  in  the 
same  direction,  there  could  be  no  dimoulty  in 
taking  them.  He  considered  that  the  Middle 
Island  was  at  present  suffering  under  great  diffi- 
culties. They  knew  that  practically  the  Minis- 
try was  at  present  short-handed — that  the  mem- 
ber of  it  who  had  to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office  had  also  undertaken 
the  control  of  the  Native  policy.  They  knew 
that  the  Middle  Island  was  progressing  rapidly ; 
and  they  had  heard  that  the  Colonial  Secretsjr^ 
believed  that  it  possessed  great  resources.  As 
that  Island  progressed  it  would  require  mora 
attention,  more  measures  of  government.  They 
knew  that  the  goldfields  had  not  been  thought 
of  sufficient  impottance  to  bo  worthy  of  aA 
official  intimation  of  their  existence  being  sent 
Home,  and  they  knew  that  the'  Governor  of  the 
colony  had  not  visited  the  Middle  Island.  They 
knew  also  that  twelve  years  ago  His  Excellency 
predicted  that  serious  evils  woald  arise  out  of 
the  distance  of  the  southern  provinces  from  the 
seat  of  Government — that  he  even  thought  it 
almost  not  safe  to  settle  those  districts  unless 
there  was  a  Lieutenant-Governor  appointed.  If 
it  was  desired  to  give  to  Superint^dentS'  the 
powers  of  Governors,  it  niiAt  be  a  diSereht 
thing ;  but  he  believed  the  House  did  not  desire 
that  Superintendents  should  travel  beyond  their 
limited  duties.  Yet,  as  the  provinces  grew, 
Jlfr.  Vogel 


there  would  be  a  necessity  ioi  some  genoal  id^ 
ministrative  government  in  iwimw^ift-fa*  ooniaot 
with  the  populations.  The  means  of  travdliw 
had  not  progressed  in  proportion  to  the  groirtn 
of  the  colony.  If  those  meant  ooold  be  fixmd, 
this  proposed  measure  in  the  nature  of  sepan- 
tion  could  be  retreated  from ;  there  would  be  m 
difficulty  then  in  choosing  a  central  positton  fis 
the  Government,  and  going  back  to  the  present 
system.  The  amendment  of  the  h<nioaiaU< 
member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Cargill)  was  lim^j 
a  compromise.  He  trusted  thai  when  tbs 
question  of  increasing  the  representation 
was  before  the  House,  that  hoDoai^)!* 
gentleman  would  be  credited  to  the  YTd- 
lington  party;  befause  he  was  quite  sme, 
from  the  sentiments  uttered  by  him,  tlist 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  teaUy  tepa- 
present  a  Middle  Island  constitnen^. '  Xkt 
honourable  member  had  said  that  the  (sij 
good  reason  urged  in  favour  of  separation  km 
the  saving  of  the  expense  of  the  HatsiTU. 
For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  Vogel)  had  never  htaxi 
that  reason  urged  by  those  wno  favoured  aepsn- 
tion.  He  thought  it  would  be  not  cmly  Dot  • 
good  reason,  but  that  it  would  be  a  voy  dit- 
honest  reason  why  such  a  step  should  be  tabs. 
He  thought  the  Middle  Island  was  honoutiU; 
involved  in  this  war,  and  be  would  never  be  s 
party  to  shirking  the  expense  of  it.  The  iumoot- 
able  member  objected  to  tinkering  and  tamper- 
ing with  the  Oonstitution  Act ;  bat  this  modoa 
would  really  be  a  going-back  to  the  principles  of 
that  Act.  He  need  scarcely  enter  upcm  that 
part  of  the  question,  he  thought.  This  he  knar: 
that  there  were  urgent  reasons  for  better  gonm- 
ment  in  the  Middle  Island — that  its  resourtei 
were  neglected,  that  it  suffered  in  manyvtjs 
from  want  of  atteiition  to  its  neoessitiei.  Tb 
Government  recognized  the  fact,  and  so  did  tix 
honourable  member  for  Brace.  He(Hr.Vag^ 
did  not  conceive  that  the  proposi^  of  the  Oowa- 
ment  was  a  violent  measore  :  on  the  oaaiaij, 
he  thought  it  provided  for  present  necess^ 
but  was  not  of  so  organio  a  character  thst  it 
would  be  impossible  to  retii;p  from  it  heieift*. 
Therefore  he  was  prepared  to  give  t^e  fuliert 
measure  of  support  to  the  proposal  oi  tkt 
Government,  and  to  oppose  that  of  the  hODOS- 
able  member  for  Bruce. 

Mr.  SAXJNDERS  said  that  the  last  speska^ 
had  in  various  forms  said  it  vras  desiraUs  that 
there  should  be  a  Lieutenant-GovemcMr;  Imt  he 
had  not  in  any  way  shQwn  that  such  an  sfpoBS- 
ment  would  be  for  the  public  good.  Oiu  greet 
objection  would  be  the  increased  cost;  ui 
one  great  duty  of  a  representative,  shoold  be  ti> 
simplify  governmental  arrang«gn'«gitB— not  to 
make  them  more  costly  and  comlnoDS.  He 
was  glad  to  find  Uiat  air  Otago  member  cooli 
make  so  moderate  a  proposaj  aa  that  contaiiied 
in  the  emiendment.  He  would  urge  the  i«i- 
land  members  to  bear  in  mind  that  d  necesst; 
the  number  of  Otago  memben  must  be  is- 
creased,  and  that  probably  those  tea  AneUud 
must  be  decreased ;  and  wbem  the  leooostnctia 
came  to  be  effected  he  thought  it  would  be 
found  that  the  Liedtenant-Govmnot — if  one  w« 
appointed — ^wonld  be  assigned  to  the  I7aiths& 
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Island,  and  the  Oovemor  himself  to  the  Middle 
IlUud.  Bnt,  while  he  did  cot  think  there  was 
mnch  reason  for  removing  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment,  seeing  that  there  would  very  speedily,  he 
the  electric  telegraph  as  a  means  of  commonici^ 
tton,  he  did  not  thmk  it  was  a  very  serious  mat- 
ter where  the  House  was  to  sit.  The  difficulty 
now  was  to  find  men  who  would  consent,  or 
were  really  able,  to  attend  the  Assembly  while 
it  met  at  Auckland,  and  thus  the  southern 
provinces  came  to  be  more  inadequately  repre-v 
sented.  He  admitted  that  Otago  was  entitled 
to  a  greater  proportionate  share  of  representa- 
tion than  it  now  had ;  but  while  the  difficulty 
he  had  named  existed  he  thought  that  the 
more  members  given  to  that  province  the  less, 
in  proportion,  would  be  its  actual  representation 
in  the  House.  He  should  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  they  were  simply  going 
over  old  ground.  He  considered  that  both  the 
motion  and  the  Eimendment  would  be  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  colony.  The 
"central  position"  argument  was  an  absurdity. 
If  the  amendment  were  carried  and  the  Go- 
vernment removed  to  Cook  Strait,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  then  would  be,  the  result  would  be 
that  three  Qovemors  would  be  called  for,  so 
that  there  might  be  one  in  the  midst  of  the 
flourishing  southern  provinces  and  one  in 
Auckland.  Apart  from  all  this,  he  thought  the 
amendment  could  not  have  been  more  ill- 
timed.  He  could  not  conceive  any  action  that 
could  tend  more  to  drive  the  Natives  to  despera- 
tion than  the  removal  of  the  Oovemment  from 
Auckland  just  now.  It  would  be  taken  as  a 
signal  for  extermination,  and  we  should  be  in 
for  a  Maori  war  and  no  mistake. 

Mr.  CARTER  believed  that  the  agitation 
about  the  seat  of  Gk>vemment  had  arisen  from 
the  change  in  the  relative  importance  of  the 
provinces.  Four  years  ago  the  great  proportion 
of  population  and  of  wealth  was  in  the  Northern 
Island ;  but  now  a  change  had  come,  and  the 
■une  statement  was  the  cry  of  the  South. 
The  exports  of  the  Southern  Island  for  1862 
amounted  to  £2,156,000  sterling,  against 
£266,000  for  those  of  the  Northern  Island. 
The  Province  of  Wellington,  with  fourteen 
thousand  population,  returned  nine  members 
to  the  House ;  and  Otago  returned  only  the 
same  number,  although  her  population'  num- 
bered 60,000.  These  facts  showed  that  Utago 
had  claims  which  must  be  recognized  and 
remedied.  But  he  denied  that  that  remedy 
was  to  be  found  in  separation,  which  meant,  to 
him,  nothing  but  disunion  and  weakness  for  the 
colony.  He  altogether  dissented  from  the  Oo- 
venunent  proposals ;  and  he  believed  that  the 
existing  difficulties  could  only  be  met  by  having 
a  really   strong    Oovemment    in   a    central 

Seition.  He  thought  that  nothing  but  the 
aori  war  had  prevented  the  removal  before 
this ;  bat,  with  the  present  state  of  oiroum- 
atances,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  right  treat- 
ment of  the  Governor,  or  the  General,  or  of 
Auckland  to  effect  a  speedy  removal  of  the 
Beat  of  Government.  But  he  thought  the  time 
had  fully  arrived  for  arranging  that  the  As- 
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sembly  should  meet  in  a  more  oential  place, 
and  for  forming  as  strong  a  Government  as 
possible. 

Mr.  BBODIB  said  that  honourable  members 
did  not  seem  to  grasp  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  right — nay,  that  it  was  impossible — that 
a  community  springing  up  so  rapidly  as  that 
of  the  Middle  Island  was  should  be  governed 
from  a  distance  of  hundreds  of  miles,  or,  as  fat 
as  time  was  concerned,  in  ordinary  cases,  from 
a.  distance  of  thousands  of  miles.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Oovemment  had  said,  that  not 
only  during  the  war,  but  for  all  time,  there 
should  be  an  Executive  power  in  each  Island, 
and  that,  if  that  was  not  consented  to,  tha 
Oovemment  must  be  removed,  and  Auckland 
left  as  a  third-  or  fourth-rate  place.  It  seempd 
to  him  that  the  Constitution  Act  was  merely 
intended  as  a  federal  agency,  that  it  con- 
templated leaving  as  full-  power  as  possible  to 
the  provinces,  only  reserving  to  the  Assembly 
a  slight  control ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  House 
meet  than  Provincial  Councils  and  their  Acts 
were  lost  sight  of,  and  the  House  arrogated 
all  power.  Not  only  were  laws  made  by  the 
provinces  upsel^  but  the  House  interfered  in 
matters  which  it  had  no  right  to  touch.  He 
accepted  the  resolutions  of  the  Government  for 
two  reasons :  first,  they  attempted  to  meet  an 
admitted  necessity;  second,  they  introduced 
the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  for  separation.  He 
did  not  attach  any  importance  to  the  arguments 
about  "  a  strong  Government "  and  "  a  powerful 
colony."  Suppose  there  was  a  sepaiation, 
vrould  not  imports  and  exports  go  on  as  they 
now  did  ?  Would  trade  languish  because  each 
Island  managed  its  own  affairs  ?  Would  there 
be  any  change  in  the  desire  to  do  the  utmost  to  . 
develop  the  resources  of  the  Islands  7  He  be- 
lieved not,  and  he  would  accept  the  resolutions 
of  the  Government  as  a  first  step  towards  a 
great  good. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  that  some  honourable 
members  seemed  to  be  under  the  delusion  that 
Auckland  was  quite  at  the  northern  end  of  the 
North  Island;  but  he  might  tell  them  that, 
so  far  from  such  being  the  case,  the  Island 
extended  nearly  two  hundred  miles  north  of 
AncUand,  and  that  there  was  land  enough  for 
two  or  throe  provinces.  He  believed  that  Auck- 
land would  never  cease  to  be  a  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, for  it  had  advantages  for  becoming  a 
great  commercial  port,  and  for  a  seat  whence  a 
country  should  be  governed,  such  as  could  not 
be  found  combined  in  any  place  that  could 
be  named  in  any  fifty  other  colonies  of  the 
British  Empire.  There  could  be  nothing  like 
sepuation  at  present ;  but,  when  the  war  was 
over,  and  it  had  been  settled  what  each  Island 
had  to  pay,  he  would  be  found  backing  the 
Otago  members  in  their  efiorts  to  cut  the 
painter  at  once. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  support  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  He  believed 
that  nothing  would  satisfy  Otago  but  separation, 
or  the  General  Government  being  placed  near 
the  centre  of  the  Islands,  so  that  the  affaira 
of  the  South  could  receive  proper  attention. 
If  the  Government  resolutions  went  a  little 
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further  and  contemplated  a  complete  sepaia- 
tion,  and  if  he  oould  see  his  way  to  getting  rid 
of  Provincial  Councils  in  the  Middle  Island, 
he  would  support  those  resolutions.  But,  as 
things  stood,  he  thought  the  resolutions  would 
be  injurious  not  only  to  the  Middle  Island  but 
to  the  whole  colony.  He  should  prefer  to  see 
Wellington  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment: that,  he  thought,  would,  or  should, 
satisfy  Auckland,  Nelson,  Picton,  and  Otago, 
Canterbury,  and  Southland.  If  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  look  to  the  report  of  the  first 
meeting  in  favour  of  separation  held  in  Dun- 
edin  he  would  find  that  th^  speakers  generally 
supported  it  because  they  thought  it  was  not 
advisable  that  the  revenues  of  the  Middle 
Island  should  be  sent  up  North. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— No. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  remembered  distinctly 
that  one  speaker  said  that  an  Englishman 
always  felt  sore  if  anybody  put  his  hand  into 
his  bceeohes  pocket.  In  supporting  the  amend- 
ment he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  wishpd  to  state  dis- 
tinctly that  he  did  not  do  it  very  cordially,  but 
simply  as  the  less  of  two  evils. 

Mr.  WOOD  thought  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  very  fairly  grappled 
tvith  an  evil  recognized  by  every  one  as  existing 
— an  evil  especially  felt  m  the  thickly-peopled 
part  of  the  Middle  Island — the  want  of  some 
executive  power  to  look  after,  to  regulate, 
control,  and  guide  the  interests  that  were 
there  springing  up.  But,  instead  of  discussing 
those  great  questions — instead  of  meeting  the 
evil  fairly,  and  proposing  some  definite  remedy 
— the  House  had  drifted  off  into  the  old  ques- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government 
from  Auckland  te  Wellington.  That  subject 
had  been  so  often  discussed  that  he  felt  there 
was  scarcely  anything  left  to  be  said  upon  it. 
But,  impracticable  as  he  believed  it  from  the 
first,  it  bad  been  shown  every  year  to  be  more 
and  more  impracticable.  That  which  might 
have  satisfied  some  at  first  would  now,  he  be- 
lieved, satisfy  no  one  except  the  members  for 
Wellington.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
ignore  the  position  of  Auckland.  It  would  be 
•8  great  a  grievance  that  Auckland  should  be 
left  without  the  presence  of  a  Governor  and  of 
some  form  of  government  as  it  was  now  that 
Otago  was  left  in  that  state.  He  concurred  in 
the  suggestion  that  the  removal  to  Wellington 
would  lead  to  the  demand  for  three  Gk>vemor8. 
Whatever  might  be  their  views  hpreafter,  he 
helieved  the  majority  of  the  Otago  members 
"Were  not  now  prepared  to  remove  the  Govern- 
ment to  Wellmgton ;  and  at  this  time  above 
all,  when  it  was  necessary  at  once  to  make 
arrangemmts  for  the  more  satisfactory  govern- 
ment of  the  Middle  Island,  to  postpone  that 
work  and  to  hold  out  a  chance  that,  some  three 
or  four  years  hence,  there  should  be  a  removal  to 
Wellington  was  simply  shelving  the  question, 
and  offeiing,  instead  of  what  was  demanded, 
that  which  was  something  even  less  than  a 
sham.  He  denied  there  was  anything  involved 
in  the  motion  which  was  opposed  to  the  Consti- 
tution Act :  indeed,  as  he  understood  it,  that 
Act  absolutely  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Mr.  Beynold* 


Lieutenant-Governor.  Then,  it  was  constenth 
said  that  the  Ministry  was  short-handed.  Wdl, 
what  was  proposed  was  to  get  three  additiooal 
members,  and  to  send  them  to  the  Middk 
Island  specially  to  attend  to  its  reqaiiemeots. 
He  really  believed  that  such  Resident  Ministea 
would  get  rid  of  the  difiSoulties  that  had  beeo 
felt  in  the  Middle  Island  ;  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  not  throw  over  the  motiam  by 
adopting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  said  his  impression  was  rather 
in  favour  of  the  proposition  of  the  Gh>vemmait. 
But  he  thought  there  should  be  nominated 
Superintendents,  who  would  be  the  best  inter- 
medicLries  between  the  head  of  the  Government 
and  the  local  Executives.  The  question  had 
to  be  settled  where  the  supreme  Legislatsn 
should  meet ;  and  it  only  remained,  as  a  pdtc 
question,  what  amount  of  patience  existed  in 
the  colony,  or  how  long  the  Bous«  would  try  it. 
He  quite  admitted  that  Auckland  on^  not  t» 
be  inconvenienced ;  but  he  held  that  she  Middlt 
Island  settlements  were  now  rising  into  such 
supremacy  that  the  South  could  not  be  induced 
much  longer  to  put  up  with  the  present  ajxangs- 
ments.  They  would  have  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion fairly,  and  discuss  what  would  be  the  xacA 
convenient  site  for  the  seat  of  Govemmant ;  and 
he  believed  that  that  site  would  be  fonndsoise- 
where  in  Cook  Strait  —  probably  at  Welling- 
ton. 

Mr.  PATEBSON  said  that  it  seemed  to  hia 
the  question  really  at  the  bottom  of  this  dis- 
cussion was  separation  or  no  separaticai.  If 
the  seat  of  Government  remained  when  it 
was,  there  would  be  separation,  and  he  re- 
gretted that  the  adoption  of  the  motioD 
would  be  a  step  in  that  directicai.  If 
it  were  passed  there  would  be  difierenoe*  cf 
opinion,  but  the  end  would  be  total  sepaiatiaB. 
This  was  an  evil  whioh  he  thought  was  to  Im 
avoided  in  siny  manner  in  which  it  could  be  dooc 
He  was  not  prepared  to  advocate  any  particolsi 
province  as  the  seat  of  Government.  It  «u 
enough  to  say  that  the  present  position  «u 
inconvenient,  and  that  they  would  look,  out  for 
a  more  convenient  one.  He  should  support  us 
amendment. 

Mr.  GILIilES  said  he  should  address  the 
House  rather  as  a  Middle  Island  member  than 
as  a  member  of  the  Ministry,  and  he  should 
express  simply  his  own  opinions.  He  nught 
submit  to  be  told,  as  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  he  was  told,  that  what  was  proposed 
was  not  what  was  wanted  by  the  Middle  Islaod ; 
but  he  would  be  wanting  in  duty  not  only  to 
his  constituents  but  in  hia  duty  to  the  int^i^^ 
of  the  colony  as  a  whole,  which  he  valued  most 
highly,  did  he  not  raise  his  voice  strongly  id 
favour  of  these  resolutions,  believing  as  he  did 
that  there  was  no  other  practical  remedy  kt 
the  evils  under  which  the  Middle  Island  bad 
suffered  so  long,  or  which  would  avoid  tlu 
otherwise  necessary  evil  of  separation.  Ih< 
question  brought  before  the  House  was  Uu 
administration  of  the  Government  in  the 
Middle  Island,  not  the  permanent  seat  of  the 
Government.  The  latter  had  been  introduced 
most  adroitly,  by  kh  amendment  so  carefully 
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worded  that  the  ooncodaon  was  olesrly  the 
iwnlt  of  the  labooi  ot  a  nombez  of  men's 
minds.  The  permanent  seat  of  the  Gk>Teinment 
or  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Assembly  had 
never  been  considered  hj  the  Government ;  and 
he  held  himself  perfectly  open  for  the  consi- 
deration of  those  questions  hereafter.  It  was 
most  unjnst,  by  this  sidewind,  to  attempt  to 
get  rid  of  the  important  qaestion  involved.  He 
wonld  endeavonr  to  free  the  disoossion  of  those 
trails  that  had  been  drawn,  those  baits  that 
bad  been  thrown  out,  so  that,  while  every  man 
«u  endeavouring  to  lead  his  neighbour  after 
his  particular  bait,  he  fancied  he  was  not  being 
led  away  himself.  The  fact  was  that  every 
man  who  had  spoken  against  these  resolutions 
wanted  to  sell  his  neighbour.  Otago  wanted 
to  sell  Wellington — Wellington  wanted  to  sell 
Otago.  He-had  heard  the  honourable  member 
who  moved  the  amendment  ask  what  were  the 
evils  nnder  which  the  Middle  Island  suffered, 
and  make  light  of  the  whole  matter.  He  had 
an  idea  that  the  honourable  member  was  once 
a  member  of  the  Provincial  Oovemment  of 
Otago.  He  thonght  he  had  heard  murmurs,  not 
merely  from  the  people  of  that  province,  but 
from  the  Provincial  Government,  against  the 
want  of  administration  in  the  Middle  Island ;  he 
had  heard  how  glad  they  were  to  confer  with  a 
angle  Minister  having  plenteous  power;  he 
had  heard,  session  after  session,  in  that  House 
reiterated  complaints  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  governmental  affairs  in  the 
Uiddle  Island.  It  was  not  a  question  of  legis- 
lation. He  heartUy  agreed  tnat  it  was  im- 
■poesible  the  Legislature  conld  continue  to  meet 
spfar  from  the  great  centres  of  population ;  but 
he  said,  having  thought  it  over  more  deeply 
than  gentlemen  who  had  given  such  ad  eaptan- 
dum  opinions,  that  it  was  the  want  of  adminis- 
tration for  Otago  that  originated  the  separation 
movement.  The  cry  arose  because  of  the  need 
of  administration,  not  of  legislation ;  and  it 
was  not  a  cry  to  get  rid  of  expenses  connected 
irith  the  Northern  Island.  As  one  who  sup- 
JMtted  separation  aa  a  necessary  evO  at  the 
time — as  a  promoter  of  the  movement 

Ur.  CABGILIj.  — I  wish  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  understand  that  all  I  said  was  that 
the  desire  to  get  rid  of  those  expenses  was  the 
only  good  reason  in  support  of  separation. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— Then  it  was  an  undeserved 
stigma;  for  the  principal  supporters  of  the 
movement  utterly  repacuated  uie  desire  to  get 
rid  of  those  expenses.  It  was  in  Auckland  as  it 
was  in  many  otner  provinces,  if  any  Government 
action  was  needed  it  would  do  in  a  month's 
time.  Bat  in  the  Middle  Island  there  were 
emergencies  constantly  arising — as  would  be 
known  to  Certain  honourable  members,  in  the 
peculiar  combinations  as  ta  steamers  that  were 
entered  in  to 

Mr.  CAKGILL.— I  really  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  in  wder  in  making  such 
an  insinuation  as  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  hawe  not  heard  anything 
that  calls  for  my  interference. 
'Mr.  GILLIES. -^Emergenoies  oocoired  so 


constantly  that  unless  there  was  a  Government 
almost  on  the  spot  they  could  not  be  met.  No 
Government  in  Cook  Strait  could  meet  such 
requirements.  The  time  might  come — ^he  ad- 
mitted it,  and  the  sooner  it  came  the  better — 
when  a  point  in  Cook  Strait  might  be  the  centre 
of  the  whole  colony  for  Government  purposes } 
but  that  could  not  be  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. When  the  war  was  over — when  the  eleo-  ■ 
trio  telegraph  cormected  the  Islands  from  north 
to  south  and  east  to  west — when,  in  addition, 
almost  daily  steam  communication  cormected 
the  different  ports,  then  it  might  be  well  to 
have  a  central  Government  in  Cook  Strait. 
He  believeid  from  his  heart  that  the  plan  pn>> . 
posed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  the  only 
one  by  which  to  avoid  separation.  Did  honour- 
able members  from  Otago  mean  to  tell  him  that, 
if  the  difficulties  were  allowed  to  continue— if 
the  discontent  was  allowed  to  accumulate — 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  henoe 
the  southern  provinces,  with  their  vast  -popu- 
lation, would  be  satisfied  for  one  moment 
with  a  mere  change  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  having  a  central  Legislature  7  They 
who  thonght  so  must  be  sanguine  indeed  ol 
the  success  of  their  own  plans.  There  waa  a 
strong  desire  in  the  South  for  local  legislation 
and  administration,  and,  unless  this  acknow- 
ledged want  was  met  half-way,  the  strong 
feeling  of  injury  thus  done  to  Middle  Island 
interests  would  break  out  into  a  demand  for 
separation,  most  certainly.  Although  he  de- 
clared that,  rather  than  submit  to  these  wrongs, 
lie  felt  that  he  would  go  for  entire  separation, 
as  the  less  of  two  evils,  yet  he  repeated  his 
belief  that  carrying  out  the  motion,  by  giving 
temporary  administration  and  government  to 
the  Middle  Island,  would  obviate  the  necessity 
for  sepcuration.  He  agreed  that  there  was  dan- 
ger of  coming  into  contact  with  the  provincial 
authorities,  when  it  was  proposed  to  have  a 
Besident  Minister  in  each  province ;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  what  was  proposed  would  be  satisf  ao- 
toiy,  except  to  those  who  would  never  be  satis- 
fied with  anything  but  their  own  ideas  ;  and  he 
felt  certain  that  the  elements  of  a  temponuty 
solution  of  the  difficulty  were  to  be  found  in  the 
plan.  He  should  not  envy  the  feelings  of  the 
opponents  of  the  measure  when  they  had  to  look 
upon  a  divided  colony  as  the  result  of  their  ad- 
herence to  their  own  plans,  and  the  utter  failure 
of  their  little  policy,  as  all  these  petty  local 
ruling  combinations  did  fail.  Instead  of  at  once 
taking  steps  and  saying,  "  When  future  diffi- 
culties come  we  will  do  what  can  be  done  to 
remedy  them,"  they  said,  "  We  are  content  to 
submit  to  the  difficulties  that  now  exist,  in  the 
hope  that  some  time  or  other  we  may  get  all 
we  want."  What  the  Government  wanted 
to  give  to  the  Middle  Island  was  good  ad- 
ministration, which  was  far  more  important 
for  the  progress  of  the  colony  than  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  legislation.  If  honour- 
able members  refused  it,  he  should  feel  that  its 
supporters  and  the  Government  had  done  their 
duty;  and  that,  until  this  dream  of  a  central 
Government  was  realized,  the  Middle  Island 
might,  thanks  to  some  of  its  own  members,  be 
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wailing  over  the  evils  it  snftered  from  the  want 
of  good  internal  administration. 

The  question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to 
he  omitted  do  stand  part  of  the  question,"  was 
negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  inserted." 

Major  KICHABDSON  moved  the  adjoom- 
ment  of  the  debate.  After  the  profound  speech 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  filled  as  it  was  with 
subtle  arguments,  dark  innuendos,  and  un- 
charitable insinuations,  he  thought  honourable 
members  should  have  time  for  consideration. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
.  Tuesday,  lOlh  November,  1863. 


Kohekohe  Bohoolbouse  —  First  Headings  —  Native 
Letters— Native  AllUrs— Harden  by  Natives- 
Leave  of  AbMDoe— Third  Beading— Ezeention 
of  Orimlnals  Aot  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 
Fbatkbs. 

KOHEKOHE   SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWEIiIi  believed  the 
Council  would  a^ee  with  him  that  it  was 
desirable  that  a  respectful  address  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Excellency,  praying  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  Coun- 
cil plans,  specifications,  and  instructions  to 
builders,  architects,  and  other  persons  relative 
to  the  building  of  a  schoolhouse  and  other 
buildings  at  the  Eohekohe,  on  or  near  the 
Biver  Waikato,  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  of  all  letters,  reports  of  Magistrates,  cor- 
respondence, and  other  papers  relative  tiiereto. 
In  the  very  meagre  collection  of  papers  on 
Native  matters  laid  before  the  Assembly 
honourable  members  would  observe  a  slight 
allusion  mi^e  to  the  seizure  by  .the  Katives  of 
a  4uantity  of  wood  at  Kohekohe,  sent  there  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  schoolhouse.  This 
act  of  violence  was  open  to  considerable  cen- 
sure, but  yet  he  believed  some  of  the  attendant 
oircumstEuices  would  to  some  extent  exonerate 
the  Natives. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  thought  the  build- 
ing intended  to  be  erected  at'  Eohekohe  was 
a  Courthouse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  the  plans  in- 
cluded both  a  school  and  a  Courthouse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  remarked  that 
the  honourable  the  mover  would  act  more 
wisely  were  he  to  defer  his  remarks  until  he 
had  the  papers  before  him,  when  he  would  be 
certain  as  to  the  character  of  ^e  building. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIBST  READINQS. 
Suppression  of  Rebellion  Bill,  Nelson  Trust 
Funds  Amendment  Bill,  Lands  Clauses  Con- 


solidation  BUI,  Provincial  Compalaaiy  Land- 
taking  Bill. 

NATIVE  LETTERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELIi  moved  for  the  pco- 
dnction  of  a  copy,  in  the  original  langnsge,  of 
a  letter  addressed  by  WHlisjn  Thompecn  to 
Archdeacon  Brown,  referred  to  in  His  Excel- 
lency's despatches  to  the  Secretary  o{  State, 
eai  of  all  letters  of,  or  written  in  the  name 
of,  William  Thompson  to  His  EzeeUeseT  ot 
any  person  connected  with  the  QovenmHot 
relatm([  to  the  present  Native  distnrbuicei. 
He  believed  an  error  had  been  committed  ia 
the  translation  of  the  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to 
Archdeacon  Brown — that,  instead  of  being  t 
letter  of  menace,  it  was  believed  by  ArAdeoeee 
Brown  to  be  a  friendly  one,  simply  of  wotniii;. 
He  would  move  that  the  letters  and  eapea  bt 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKBB  secwided  tht 
motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFPAIBS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved  for  tbe  pco- 
duction  of  copies  of  all  reports  and  conesMi- 
dence  of  Civil  Comihissioners  and  Besideiit 
Magistrates  in  Native  districts  thronghont  tbe 
colony  subsequently  to  the  last-published  re- 
ports and  correspondence. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MUBDEES  BY  NATIVES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  thought  it  a- 
tremely  desirable  that  the  Councu  and  the 
country  should  have  as  full  knowledg*  K 
possible  of  all  cases  of  mozdera  of  Eon^etis 
by  Natives,  and  with  this  view  he  would  mm 
for  a  return  of  all  cases  of  murder  and  ontng! 
committed  by  Natives  upon  Europeans  irittiii 
the  Province  of  Auckland  since  we  1st  Jua- 
ary  last,  specifying  the  dates  and  particnlia 
thereof. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Ben. 
Captain  Baillie  for  the  remainder  of  the  Me- 
don. 

THIRD  READING. 
Religions,  Charitable,  and  Eidnoatiaoal  IMi 
Aot  Amendment  BiU. 

EXECUTION  OP  CRIMINALS  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON,  in  moring  lie 
second  reading  of  the  Execution  of  Cnjaiisl> 
Aot  Amendment  Bill,  said  that  he  had  olieidf 
explained  the  object  of  this  BiU.  It  «<  t> 
enact  that  the  most  solemn  act  society  oon  pe- 
form — that,  namely,  of  taking  away  the  iiieoi 
a  fellow-creature--should  be  made  still  men 
solemn  by  the  closing,  for  one  hour,  of  all  pnUe 
offices  and  all  places  of  business.  Tbe  preient 
Aot  reoqmmended  doing  this ;  the  ptc^otediet 
made  it  imperative.  The  Aot  of  1858  aidsted 
that  executions  should  take  place  in  priTots, 
bat  tbftt  certain  persons  should  be  there  to  wit- 
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aess  it.  It  happened  in  the  well-kncnm  case 
of  Fontleioy,  who  wabs  hanged  foi  forgery,  that, 
though  thousands  of  persons  were  present  at 
his  execution,  a  report  was  spread  that  he  was 
still  alive.  He  therefore  thought  that  it  should 
be  made  certain  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
persons  had  actually  witnessed  any  execution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that  it  was 
Uie  intention  of  the  previous  Act  that  all  per- 
sons present  should  actually  see  the  execution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  said  that  there 
was  some  degree  of  uncertainty  on  the  subject, 
and  this  Bill  would  remove  the  uncertainty. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mitte,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
thtee  o'clock  p  jn. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPSESENTATTVES. 

Tuesday,  10th  ifovember,  186S. 

'laUtla— Jniy  Law— Military  Settlers-Oompensation 
to  Settlen— Stewart's  Uland— Native  Dlitnrb- 
anees— Land  Claims— Colonial  Defences— Native 
Aflaire—Mllltla— Commissariat— Flnt  Beadings 
— ^Native  Letters— Native  War— Arms  Act  Con- 
Unnance  Bill— New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill- 
Ways  and  Means. 


Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

MILITU. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  asked  whether  the  Go- 
vernment could  give  the  settlers  any  assistance 
in  getting  in  the  hay  and  other  crops,  by  ex- 
empting a  number  of  Militiamen  for  two  or 
three  weeks. 

Hr.  BUSSELL  said  the  Govermnent  would 
render  every  assistance  in  their  ppwer  to 
getting  in  tiie  hay ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  Militia  were  on  active  service, 
and  under  the  control  not  of  the  civil  but  of 
the  military  authorities. 

JUBY  Law. 

Mr.  GILLIES,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stapfobd,  said 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
propose  any  amendment  of  the  Jury  Act,  as  it 
had  worked  well. 

MILITABY  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  WAYNE  asked.  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  take  ally  steps 
reepecting  immigrants  arriving  in  this  colony 
■vrho  have  left  t^eir  wives  and  families  unpro- 
vided for  in  the  colonies  from  whence  they 
came  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  that,  so  far  as  the 
Colonial  Defence  FoVce  was  concerned,  the 
Ooremment  had  not  had  any  intimation  that 
the  wives  and  families  of  any  o!  that  force 
had  been  deserted.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  were  aware  that  large  sums  were 
eonstantljr  being  remitted  for  the  support  of 
their  families  in  Australia  through  tne  Post 
Office,  by  which  they  were  transmitted  free  of 


charge.  No  doubt  the  Government  would  be 
desired  to  support  the  wives  and  families  also 
in  a  short  time.  No  legislation  of  this  House 
could  empower  the  backing  of  warrants  to 
run  through  other  colonies  in  cases  of  mis- 
demeanour. But  there  was  such  a  power  ex- 
isting in  case  of  felony.  The  subject  was  one 
on  which  Imperial  legation  might  properly 
be  asked.  With  regard  to  small  debts,  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  great  difficalfy.  It  was  almost 
impossible  that,  for  persons  at  a  distance,  any 
remedy  should  be  provided,  unless  they  could 
come  to  New  Zealand  to  prove  their  case. 
Unfortunately  the  Legislatiire  could  not  re- 
dress ail  wrongs,  and  this  was  one  of  those 
things  which  must  be  left  to  the  ordinary  ope- 
ration of  the  law.  He  had  little  doubt  that 
before  a  very  long  time  most  of  those  wives 
and  families  would  be  following  their  husbands. 

Mr.  COLENSO  asked  the  Minister  for 
Colonial  Defence,  In  reference  to  the  follow- 
ing words  in  the  last  clause  (17)  of  Conditions 
to  Volunteer  Militia  Settlers,  to  Military  and 
Naval  Settlers,  and  to  Settlers  genereJly — "  In 
case  of  the  death  of  any  settler  before  he  shall 
have  become  entitled  to  his  Crown  grant,  the 
land  to  which  he  is  entitled  will  be  granted 
to  his  wife  and  children,"  &o. — ^whether  such 
words  mean  at  any  time,  however  early,  of 
his  death  in  the  service  of  his  country ;  seeing 
that  clause  9  (and  10)  states  such  military 
settler  as  only  first  becoming  "  entitled  "  to 
such  land  on  "  his  being  relieved  from  actual 
service  "  ? 

Mr.  BUSSELL  said  that,  though  there  n^gfat 
be  an  apparent  ambiguity  in  the  language 
used  in  the  published  conditions,  there  was 
none  in  the  mind  of  the  Government  as  to 
their  meaning.  The  meaning  they  attaohad 
to  them  was  this:  that  the  settler,  at  what- 
ever time  he  met  with  his  death,  would  have 
the  right  by  his  wiU  to  dispose  of  his  land  to 
bis  wUe  and  children  or  any  one  else, 

COMPENSATION  TO  SETTLEBS. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, What  steps,  if  any,  the  Government  in- 
tend to  take  to  ascertain  the  losses  of  settlers 
caused  by  the  Native  rebellion;  also  what 
steps  the  Government  propose  to  take  to  com- 
pensate such  settlers? 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  Government  would 
give  the  matter  its  fullest  consideration,  and 
probably  lay  their  ideas  before  the  House  in 
the  course  of  the  session. 

"    STEWART'S  ISLAND. 

Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  any  application  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  Stewart's  Island  had  been  made  by 
a  person  named  Middleton ;  and,  if  made, 
what  answer  was  made  thereto  7  Since  placing 
this  notice  on  the  Paper  he  had  heard  that  this 
was  not  the  only  case  of  such  an  attempt 
being  made ;  and  he  trusted  the  Colonuhl 
Secretarf  would  give  all  the  information  he 
could  relative  to  any  such  proposal. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  had  made  careful  incLoii^, 
bat  ootildliOt  learn  that  any  such  applicatioa 
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had  been  made  to  the  Govenunent  by  any 
person  named  Middleton,  or  by  any  oQier 
person,  tojmrohase  Stewart's  Islajid. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  by  the  leave  of  the 
House,  would  inform  his  honourable  friend 
that,  though  no  officitJ  record  existed  upon 
the  subject,  a  verbal  application  had  heen 
personally  made  to  him  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  by 
a  gentleman  whose  name,  he  believed,  was 
Middleton.  That  gentleman  told  him  that 
either  he  or  some  persons  connected  with  Tiim 
had  paid  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the  Natives 
supposed  to  have  the  ri^t  of  sale,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Island,  eni  asked  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  any  assistance  to  the 
completion  of  the  transaction.  The  answer  he 
gave  him  was,  that  the  Government  would  not 
give  any  assistance,  and  that  the  parties  would 
probably  lose  all  the  money  they  had  advanced. 

NATIVE  DISTUBBANCES. 

Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  any  report  has  been  received 
'by  the  Government  of  Native  disturbances  at 
Tioriori,  in  Wairarapa  7 

Mr.  FOX  replied  that  the  Government  had 
not  received  any  official  intimation  bearing 
directly  on  this  subject,  but  he  had  seen  pri- 
vate letters,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a 
squabble  had  taken  place  between  two  parties 
of  Natives,  and  the  stock  of  a  white  man 
running  on  Native  land  had  been  impounded ; 
but  nothing  serious  had  occurred.  Mr.  War- 
dell,  Resident  Magistrate,  hcid  repaired  to  the 
scene,  and  he  (Mr.  Fox)  tnuted  that,  before 
this,  all  had  been  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  asked  the 
Oolonial  Secretary,  Whether  there  is  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  reason  why  the  "  Return  of  i^I  land 
olaims,  showing  in  detail  the  claimants'  names, 
the  locality,  and  extent  claimed,  the  year  in 
which  the  land  was  bought,  the  payment  given 
to  the  Natives,  the  area  surveyed,  the  way  in 
vhioh  each  claim  was  disposed  of,  the  quan- 
tity of  land  awarded  oz  granted,  and  the 
amount  of  scrip,  money,  or  debentures  issued," 
appended  to  the  report  of  the  Land  Claims 
Commissioner,  presented  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives on  the  8th  July,  1862,  has  not 
been  printed  with  the  returns  appended  to  that 
report? 

Mr.  FOX  was  not  aware  of  any  reason,  ex- 
cept that  the  report  in  question  was  extremely 
volominous,  and  was  not  considered  by  1^. 
Dillon  Bell  to  be  of  such  public  importance  or 
iiiterest  as  to  require  that  it  shonid  be  printed 
without  the  express  order  of  the  House. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  objection  to  its 
being  printed,  if  the  House  thought  it  was 
worth  the  expense. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCES. 

M^or   RICHARDSON  moved.  That   it  is 

npement  that  the  chief  ports  of  t^e  colony 

■honld,  at  the  very  earliest  convenient  period, 

be  surveyed  by  a  military  engineer ;  defensive 

.  positions  Indicated,  and  tesezred  m  obtained ; 

Ur.Fcct 


the  site  and  nature  of  land  batteries  mtiksd 
and  described;  and  ordnance,  as  maj  be 
reconunanded,  obtained  for  the  annanieiit  «( 
the  same,  in  part  or  in  whole.  The  honoonbie 
member  said  he  need  not  urge  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject.  If  it  beoune  neeemtj 
to  make  an  appueati6n  to  the  Qovemmmt  of 
Victoria  for  the  services  of  an  officer  to  mafa 
the  necessary  surveys,  he  felt  snre  that  ibe  a- 
quest  wotild  be  at  once  comrdied  with.  If  uj 
of  the  sitto  indicated  for  batteries  had  bten 
sold  they  should  be  recovered  as  speediljr  u 
pmsible,  the  batteries  should  be  madced  oat, 
and  guns  should  be  obtained,  some  of  titan,  if 
necessary,  being  sent  for  to  Europe.  Thse 
batteries  would  be  the  right  arm  oi  any  dtlmce 
by  the  Militia  and  Volunteers. 

Mr.  PATERSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  folly  leoag- 
nized  the  importance  of  the  su^'ect;  ladt 
good  deal  was  done  at  a  former  period,  wba  in 
officer  of  considerable  rank  and.  great  sUi^ 
(Colonel  Mould)  reported  upon  ttie  defeoc* 
necessary  for  the  whole  of  the  ports. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Except  Dunedm. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  these  was  no  doubt  tbt 
the  oircnmstances  of  the  colony  and  the  vM 
at  large  had  much  altered  sinee  Colonel  Uosld'i 
report  was  sent  in,  but  he  did  not  aatio^ite 
that  there  wonld  be  mooh  to  be  dooe,  iajc^ 
Dunedin.  If  the  House  wished  it,  the  Gona- 
ment  would  endeavour  to  take  steps  on  the 
whole  subject  at  once. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  objected  to  the  Hook 
passing  these  inoperative  resolutions.  The  oil; 
thing  necessary  was  that  we  should  ham  ^ 
in  the  colony,  and  they  oould  not  be  obtuaid 
at  once,  but  he  hoped  the  Government  vooid 
put  a  sum  on  the  estimates  for  getting  im- 
strong  guns,  with  which  to  arm  the  ttioB} 
efiectually.  Nobody  could  have  read  the  list 
European  news  without  feeling  tiiat  mi  in 
Europe,  and  with  America,  was  imminmt; 
and  nobody  could  contemplate  the  posnU^ 
of  a  war  with  America,  notwithstanding  ttn 
enormous  exertions  she  was  now  making,  vitli- 
ont  feeling  that  an  immense  deal  of  miidnei 
might  be  Hone  here  in  a  few  hours.  BsttsiM 
could  be  thrown  up  in  a  few  days  uyiAia; 
but  he  hoped  the  Government  would  kite  w 
time  in  at  once  inquiring  what  sum  vmld  be 
necessary  for  A.nning  the  ports,  and  what  uc^ 
ance  might  be  hoped  for  from  the  Home  G9- 
vemment.  He  Imew  that  old  smooth -boB 
euns  might  be  got  from  the  Home  Gonn- 
ment  that,  in  snwll  harboms,  would  mit  a  >• 
well  as  Armstrongs. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  that  a  former  Oonn- 
ment  did  apply  for  some  of  those  veiy  pm 
and  the  Home  Government  refused  ew»  to 
give  or  sell  them. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— When? 

Mr.  RUSSELL  did  not  know  exactly.  Bat 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  GovemmenttefV' 
pose  a  vote  for  guns  and  ammunition. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  the  applies*"" 
was  made  by  his  Government  in  1859 ;  hot '' 
was  not  aware  that  the  Home  QonniD«| 
refused  to  sell  any  of  the  gons ;  Md  b«  thtnpt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1863.]  Colonial  Defences. 


[HOUSE.] 


MiHtia. 


823 


they  weie  not  asked  to  sell.  But  at  that  time 
Colonel  Monld  >«as  instructed  to  report  where 
leserres  should  be  made  for  military  purposes, 
and  mofe  especially  for  protecting  the  com- 
matcial  centres.  The  "  Wonga  Wonga,"  then 
the  only  steamer  available,  was  placed  at 
Coltmel  Mould's  service ;  but  he  could  not  pro- 
ceed to  Dunedin.  Instead,  he  requested  that 
Captain  Cargill  and  some  of  the  other  settlers 
would  send  in  a  report ;  but  his  (Mr.  Stafford's) 
memory  did  not  serve  him  as  to  whether  this 
was  done.  But,  even  if  there  were  in  existence 
a  complete  survey  from  Colonel  Mould,  it 
would  be  quite  right  that  this  motion  should  be 
pass«d,  and  that,  while  the  Government  was 
writing  Home  for  guns,  action  should  be  taken 
here  to  determine  on  sites  and  prepare  bat- 
teries. The  great  change  in  the  system  of 
attack  and  defence  rendered  this  necessary. 
He  by  no  means  looked  upon  this  as  an  "  inope- 
rative" resolution.  There  had  never  before 
been  such  a  one  passed ;  and  the  subject  of 
defences  had  only  been  spoken  of  desultorily, 
when  some  other  subject  was  before  the  House. 
llr.  CABdILL  thought  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  examin- 
ing the  ports  and  securing  the  hecessaiy  sites. 
While  the  seaports  were  growing,  the  loss  that 
might  accrue  from  missing  Oie  proper  sites 
would  be  very  great  indeed :  in  fsibt,  some  of 
them  might  be  irrecoverable. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  to  add  that  just 
before  he  went  out  of  office  the  results  of 
Colonel  Mould's  inquiry  were  put  into  the 
shape  of  a  Proclamation,  which  was  prepared 
for  signature,  a  draft  being  sent  to  the  printer 
of  the  Oatette.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  even  if 
the  papers'  were  lost,  a  copy  could  readily  be 
obtained  from  Colonel  Mould.  He  remembered 
hearing  from  the  late  Governor  and  General 
Commanding  that  the  report  was  all  that  could 
be  desired. 

Mr.  B.  GBAHAM  said  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  secure  proper  magazines  as  well  as 
batteries. 

Mr.  COLENSO  had  no  objection  to  adopting 
the  first  part  of  the  motion ;  but  castaway  guns 
wonld  be  of  no  use.  The  best  possible  weapons 
must  be  obtained,  and  there  must  be  an  efficient 
Btafi  kept  in  training  for  manning  them. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  nbthing  but  heavy 
ordnance  of  the  very  best  description  should  be 
prooured.  A  vessel  with  a  few  good  guns, 
choosing  her  own  position,  might  destroy  every- 
thing in  Lyttelton  Harbour,  and  hold  the  place. 
Bnt  with  three  or  four  new  heavy  guns,  so 
placed  that  fire  could  not  be  concentrated  upon 
them,,  the  harbour  might  be  defended  against 
anything  but  an  ironclad. 

Major  BICHAKDSON  said  that  the  idea  that 
batteries  could  be  thrown  up  anywhfere  in  two 
or  three  days  was  a  very  strange  and  unsound 
one.  The  formation  Eind  mode  of  approach  to 
the  spot  selected  had  to  be  carefully  considered, 
to  avoid  the  batteries  proving  worse  than 
naeless ;  and  the  selection  and  construction 
wonld  depend  upon  whether  guns,  mortars,  or 
howitzers  were  to  be  used.  The  idea  of  getting 
old  guns  was  absnid :  if  the  colony  was  to  be 


properly  defended  it  could  only  be  by  guns 
capable  of  coping  with  those  of  the  attacking 
force,  which  would  doubtless  be  not  only  new 
but  powerful.  As  to  Dunedin,  he  believed  that 
Colonel  Mould  would  have  visited  that  port  if 
he  possibly  could ;  but,  not  being  able,  he  re- 
quested the  Snrveyor-Genend  to  reserve  from 
sale  such  land  as  he  thought  likely  to  be  re- 
quired. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIBS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLENSO,  it  was 
agreed.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  at  Napier  to 
the  Postmaster-General  (written  between  the 
1st  January  and  the  Ist  July,  1863),  enclosing  a 
letter  from  the  chief  Benata,  of  Ahuriri ;  also 
copy  of  translation  of  the  same. 

MILITIA. 

Major  BICHARDSON  moved.  That  it  is  de- 
sirable to  revise  and  consolidate  the  existing 
Militia  Acts  now  in  force;  and  that  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  evidence  on  the  subject,  and  drawing  up 
a  new  Bill;  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers;  and  to  report  on  Friday  next;  the 
gaid  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Russell,  Mr. 
Dillon  Bell,  Mr.  JoUie,  Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  Renall, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr.  C.  J.  Taylor^  and  Captain 
Baldwin.  He  had  nioved  the  resolution  in 
accordance  with  an  expressed  wish  of  the  House 
that  some  amendment  should  be  made  in  the 
existing  Militia  Acts. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  acknowledged  its  desirability^ 
if  there  was  time ;  but  the  present  Act  could 
be  worked  without  difficulty. 

Mr.  WILSON  doubted  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  law  at  present. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  believed  that  it 
would  remain  for  the  Committee  to  decide 
whether  any  amendments  would  be  expedient 
at  the  present  time  or  not.  He  believed  that 
some  modification  of  the  present  Militia  Act 
was  necessary,  for  he  did  not  believe  that  such 
immense  powers  over  large  bodies  of  men  shoulct 
be  possessed  by  those  in  authority — much  dis- 
satisfaction had  arisen  from  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient  at  the  present  time  to  at- 
tempt any  such  amendment.  He  believed  the 
powers  given  under  the  Act  had  been  exercised 
with  discretion,  and  for  the  public  good.  [The 
want  of  time  was  the  chief  reason  urged  by  the 
honourable  member  in  opposing  the  motion.] 

Mr.  COLENSO  agreed  that  it  was  not  a  time 
when  the  alteration  could  be  beneficially  made. 
It  wonld  be  bettor  to  leave  it  as  it  was  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  RENALL  did  not  see  why  the  amend- 
ments could  not  be  made.  The  old  question  of 
want  of  time  was  raised.  He  beheved  that 
honourable  members  were  bound  to  give  their 
time  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  if  the  House  had  really 
known  what  it  wanted  to  have  amended  in  this 
Act,  it  might  have  been  done  last  session.    If 
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it  was  the  wish  o{  the  House  that  the  Act 
should  be  revised  the  QoTeEmnent  would  have 
no  objection. 

Major  RICHABCSOK  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  RBNALL  dissented. 
'  Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  declined  to  move 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  That  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  a  return  showing  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  have,  from  the  Ist  April  to  the 
80th  September,  applied  for' commissions  in  the 
Militia  Force  ;  the  result  of  the  application  in 
each  case ;  the  specific  gromids  m  each  case 
upon  which  applications  have  been  granted  or 
refused ;  and  also,  as  far  as  it  is  knovm,  whether 
the  applicants  had  formerly  served  in  any  of 
Her  Majesty's  regular  or  colonial  forces.  He 
said  that  the  reason  he  had  for  moving  for  this 
return  was  because  of  oases  having  come  to  his 
knowledge  of  competent  persons  having  been 
refused  commissions,  whUe  others  had  been 
appointed  who  were  quite  ignorant  of  the  ordi- 
nary qualifications  necessary  for  military  com- 
mand or  the  training  of  men.  It  had  been  his 
intention  to  refer  the  return  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia  Act,  but,  as  the  motion 
for  that  Committee  bad  been  withdrawn,  he 
would  not  proceed  with  his  motion.  [Another 
motion,  for  a  return  of  the  number  of  youths 
between  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age' 
who  had  been  obliged  to  serve  at  the  outposta, 
was  withdrawn  by  the  honourable  member  in 
consequence  of  the  non-appointment  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  Acts.] 

Motion  lapsed. 

COMMISSARIAT. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved,That  there 
be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  showing  the  quan- 
tities of  all  articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  and 
provisions  which  have  been  supplied  for  the  use 
of  the  Militia  and  Volunteer  forces  in  the 
Northern  Island  since  the  breaking-out  of  the 
present  Native  insurrection,  the  cost  of  each 
supply  of  those  articles,  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons who  furnished  the  supplies,  distinguishing 
also  between  those  articles  which  have  been 
supplied  by  contract  after  public  tenders  bad 
been  invited  and  those  articles  which  have 
been  obtained  by  other  arrangements  than  by 
public  tender.  Great  dissatisfaction  had  been 
expressed  at  the  wasteful  expenditure  which 
was  believed  to  be  going  on,  and  it  was  with  a 
view  to  arrest  it  that  the  motion  was  made. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  would  not  oppose  the  motion ; 
but  the  idea  that  so  enormous  an  expenditure 
was  going  on  wels  an  erroneous  one.  Means 
had  always  been  taken,  when  practicable,  to 
secure  competition  by  public  tender  for  iJiese 
6n|>plies.  In  a  few  instances  of  supplies  re- 
quued  in  haste,  private  competitions  had  been 
allowed.  Economy  had  been  studied  in  every 
way  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  suggested  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion  untU  after  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  consented. 

Motion  withdrawn. 
Ur.  Wood 


FIRST  BEABINQS. 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (Ko.  1),  Nelson  Col- 
lege Trust  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Nominated 
Superintendents   Bill,    Religious,    Charitable, 
and  Educational  Trusts  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

NATIVE  LETTERS. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved.  That  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  House  a  copy  of  Vbb 
original  letter  addressed  by  William  Thompsm 
to  Archdeacon  Brown,  printed  in  the  sessicmil 
papers  E.-No.  3a,  p.  7.  He  bad  heard  Qui 
there  was  reason  to  believe  this  letter  a  forgery, 
or,  if  not,  to  be  wrongly  translated,  ao  tbat  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  Thompson  had  eve 
said  "  he  would  not  spare  the  unarmed." 

Mr.  COLENSO  seconded  the  motion;  fee, 
although  he  did  not  doubt  the  authenticity  of 
the  letter,  he  believed  it  to  have  been  a  wrai^ 
translation. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  said  he  believed  Thompsoo 
had  written  to  the  Governor  acknowledging  th« 
authorship  of  this  letter. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  authenticity  of  the  letter 
was  undoubted. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  would  do  iti 
best  to  produce  the  original  and  the  letter  to 
the  Governor. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  was  very  in- 
convenient for  honourable  members  to  throw  s 
doubt  upon  the  correct  translation  of  documents 
placed  on  the  table  of  the  House  without  ginof 
their  authority.  There  was  good  reasoa  for 
believing  that  the  letter  was  Thonii>son's,  and 
that  it  contained,  not  only  his  own  sentimeati, 
but  those  of  his  tribe. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  replied  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  a  wrong  translation  to  be- made  without 
any  evil  intention. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  WAR. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  for  leave  to  Uj 
on  the  table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the  lettst 
addressed  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcaetlt 
by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Wellington,  to  which 
the  answer  is  printed  in  the  sessional  f^ea 
E.-No.  3,  p.  70 ;  and  that  the  same  be  printed 
in  the  sessional  papers. 

Leave  granted,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

ARMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BUX. 
The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  passed  through  all  itsremiis- 
ing  stages  without  amendment. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
Mr.  FOX  said  he  wished  to  make  a  short 
statement  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment witii  respect  to  the  New  Zealand  Settle- 
ments Bill.  The  Government  itself  was  net 
altogether  satisfied  with  the  details  of  the  Bill, 
although  upon  the  general  principle,  as  esta- 
blished by  the  second  reEuling,  they  were  unani- 
mous. There  were  some  differences  of  opiniia 
upon  points  which  were  brought  forward  jao- 
minently  by  the  eirguments  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere ;  and,  after  conference 
with  &at  honourable  member  and  much  reocok- 
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-flideiatioii,  the  QoTemment  had  piepaied  three 
additional  olaoaes,  which  would,  he  thought, 
bong  the  measore  as  closely  into  accord  with 
the  mind  of  the  House  as  it  was  possible  it 
shonld  be.  The  first  proposed  alteration  was 
the  introduction  of  a  new  clause,  to  stand  as 
Ko.  3,  and  which  was  as  follows:^ 

"  Whenever  the  Qovemor  in  CSounoil  shall  be 
satisfied  that  any  Native  tribe,  or  section  of 
tribe,  or  any  considerable  number  thereof  have 
been  engaged  in  rebellion  against  Her  Majesty's 
aothori^,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  declare  that  the  districts  within 
which  any  land,  being  the  proper^  or  in  the 
possession  of  such  tribe,  or  section  of  tribe,  or 
any  considerable  number  thereof,  shall  be 
«itaate,  shall  be  a  district  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  and  the  bonndories  of  such 
fUstrict  in  like  manner  to  define  and  vary  as  he 
shall  think  fit." 

The  object  was  to  draw  a  broad  line  of  distinc- 
tion between  those  in  rebellion  and  those  who 
were  living  at  peace  with  us,  sJid  to  encourage 
the  latter  to  continue  to  do  so.  Anything  that 
cooXd  have  looked  like  an  intended  general  con- 
fiscation might  have  been  attended  with  very 
serious  consequences ;  but  this  clause  would 
take  from  really  loyal  Natives  any  fear  that 
they  would  be  dealt  with  other  than  as  Euro- 
peans. The  4th  clause,  as  originally  prepared, 
applied  only  to  the  land?  of  Natives  withm  the 
district  over  which  it  was  proposed  to  bring  the 
Act  into  force ;  hut  it  had  been  so  altered  that 
it  would  apply  to  lands  belonging  to  all  classes, 
whether  rebel  Natives,  friendly  Natives,  or 
Europeans,  and  whether  held  under  Crown 
grant,  by  certificate  of  title,  by  Provincial  Go- 
vemment  title,  or  in  any  other  way.  The  House 
would  be  asked  to  agree  that  any  such  land 
might  be  taken,  under  proper  legal  sanction, 
^van  antecedently,  for  public  purposes  as  set 
forth  in  the  Act.  But  there  would  be  this  broad 
distinction :  Where  the  land  taken  was  the  pro- 
per^ of  a  person  not  in  rebellion,  and  not  guilty 
of  aiding  rebellion,  full  compensation  would  bie 
awarded  by  the  Courts  to  be  established  as  had 
been  before  explained;  while  where  the  land 
belonged  to  a  Native  or  Natives  who  had  been 
in  rebellion  or  who  had  been  aiders  of  rebellion 
no  compensation  would  be  given  nor  any  thought 
of  it  entertained.  At  the  end  of  the  4th  clause 
it  was  intended  to  introduce  an  amendment, 
which  was  also  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kllesmere,  the  proposition  being 
closely  analogous  to  what  was  done  in  the  case 
'Of  the  Scotti^  rebellion.  The  words  proposed 
were, — 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  by  Pro- 
'Olamation,  to  be  published  in  Maori  as  well  as 
in  the  English  language,  to  call  upon  any 
Native  tribes  or  individufils  thereof  "who  shall 
have  been  engaged  in  any  of  the  ofiences' speci- 
fied in  section  five  of  this  Act  to  come  and 
submit  to  trial  according  to  law  on  or  before  a 
certain  day  to  be  therein  named ;  and  all  who 
shtJl  refuse  or  neglect  to  oome  in  and  submit 
themselves  aocorclingly  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
compensation  under  this  Act." 

Venn  thia,  whiob  would  stand  as  olaose  6, 


there  would  be  no  material  alteration  down  to 
clause  12,  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  introduce 
a  provision  enabling  parties  who  had  been  in 
rebellion,  and  whose  lend  was  to  be  taken  under 
clause  4,  to  elect  not  to  have  the  decision  of 
the  Judge  solely,  but  himself  to  name  an  arbi- 
trator, the  Crowu  appointing  anoUier,  and  the 
Judge  sitting  as  umpire.  That  provision -was 
transcribed  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  Settle* 
ment  Act,  which  had  no  reference  to  Native 
affairs  at  all.  He  trusted  that  these  alterations 
would  meet  the  objections  of  honourable  mem- 
bers ;  and  the  Government  believed  they  would 
render  the  Bill  more  efficient  and  useful  than  it 
could  have  been  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  origi- 
nally introduced.  It  would  be  only  necessary 
to  add  that  the  proposed  new  clauses  could  not 
be  considered  until  those  of  the  Bill  as  it  stood 
had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Committee. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

IN  OOHMITTEX. 

Mr.  .WOOD.— Mr.  O'Rorke,  the  arrangement 
which  I  propose  to  adopt  in  making  this  State- 
ment to-night  is,  first  of  all,  to  recite  .to  this 
Committee  the  position  of  the  various  loans 
that  have  been  authorized  by  this  House,  koA 
a  few  miscellaneous  matters ;  secondly,  to  give 
a  statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for 
the  financial  ^ear  which  closed  on  the  80th 
June  last ;  thirdly,  a  statement  of  the  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  on  account  of  the  war 
which  has  been  incurred  since  the  1st  of  July 
last ;  fourthly,  an  estimate  of  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure for  the  current  year ;  and,  fifthly,  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  with  reference  to 
the  financial  arrangements  which  will  be  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of 
aSairs.  In  doing  this  I  shall  use  large  figures, 
and  endeavour  to  group  into  masses  the  esti- 
mates of  receipts  and  expenditure,  in  order  that 
I  may  occupy  as  little  time  as  possible  of  the 
Committee  consistently  with  the  object  which  I 
have  in  view,  that  of  making  a  clear  statement 
of  the  financial  position  of  the  colony  to  this 
Committee  to-night.  The  first  account  to  which 
I  shall  refer  is  the  loan  of  £500,000,  of  1856. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  of  the  first  two  divi- 
sions of  that  loan— that  is,  the  amount  that  was 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  New  Zea- 
land CompEmy's  debt,  and  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  all  the  old  debts 
of  the  colony — the  balance  was  consolidated 
into  one  sum,  and  was  last  year  stated  to  be 
£1,165  28.  lid.  It  has  been  operated  upon  very 
little  during  the  past  yeskr,  mere  having  been 
charged  upon  it  a  sum  of  £6  lOs.,  which  dis- 
bursement was  a  refund  of  land-purchase  spioney 
paid  in  error  in  1854 ;  leaving,  therefore,  still  a 
balance  of  £1,168  12s.  lid.,  which  I  propoM 
should  still  remain  in  the  Qovenunant  Treasoty 
to  meet  any  of  the  small  items  still  coming  ui. 
In  reference  to  the  other  divisions  of  that  loan. 
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the  £180,000  set  vpait  for  Natdre  land   pur-  I 
olwse,  at  the  present  time,  standa  as  foUowe : 
The  amount  appropriated  to  Auckland  yma  ori- 
sinally  £90,000,  of  which,  up  to  the  80th  June 
bet,  £67,486  Os.  7d.  had  been  expended,  leaT- 
ing  an  imexpended  balance  of  £22,618  19s.  5d. 
Of   the  £27,000  allotted  to  Wellington  there 
had   been   expended,  up   to   the   same   date, 
£36,627  lis.  7d.,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance 
of  £1,472  8s.  5d.;  but  that  sum  may  practically 
be  said  to  be  alnorbed,  in  consequence  of  some 
outstanding  arrangements  which  will  in  all  pro- 
bability require  that  sum  to  meet  them.     The 
aom  appropriated  to  Hawke's  Bay,  £27,000,  has 
been  i^l  expended.    For  TaranaJd  the  amount 
appropriated  was  £86,000,  of  which  has  been 
expended  £4,017  18s.  lOd.,  leaving  a  balance 
unexpended   of   £81,982   6s.   2d.     The    total 
amount  expended,  then,  on  account  of  that 
division  of  the  loan  has  been  £124,031   6s., 
leaving  a  total  balance  of  £56,968  14b.    Of  that 
loan  of  £600,000,  £460,000  only  has  been  raised. 
Oonsequently  it  stands   in    this  way :  Total 
amount  of  loan  at  the  present  time  disbursed 
on    aoooont    of    first   and   second    divisions, 
£318,841 7s.  Id ;  disbursed  on  account  of  third 
division,   £124,081    6s.:    making   a    total  of 
£442,873  13s.  Id. ;  thus  leaving  in  the  Treasury 
£7,1S7  6s.  lid.    The  Committee  will  see,  with 
reference  to  the  Provinces  of  Wellington  and 
Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  Land  Purchase  Fund 
may  be  said  to  be  completely  exhausted  ;  but,  as 
ttie  Land  Fund  is  appropriated  altogether  for 
provincial  purposes,  it  is  very  right,  I  think, 
and    proper   for   the   Provincial   Government 
tiiemselves  to  provide  what  funds  are  required 
for  the  further  purchase  of  land.    The  next 
account  is  a  loan  of  £160,000,  generallv  known 
M  the  war  loan  of  I860.    There  has  been  ex- 
pended on  that  accotmt — On  the  relief  of  the 
mhabitants  of  Taranaki,  £26,000;   repairs  to 
Britomart  Barracks,   Ac,  £762  6s.  6d. ;  ex- 
penses of  Native  Conference,  £4,621  14s.  Id. ; 
on  other  miscellaneous  matters,  the  details  of 
all  of  which  have  been  laid  before  the  House, 
£117,646 :  so  that  of  the  total  amount  of  that 
loan  there  has  been  expended  £148,220  Os.  7d., 
leaving  unexpended  a  balance  of  £1,779  19s.  6d. 
That  balance,  however,  will  be  all  required  to 
meet  some  little  outstaiiding  matters  still  un- 
paid with  reference  to  expenditure  incurred  at 
Nelson  on  account  of  the  Taranaki  refugees. 
Last  session  a  loan  was  introduced,  subject  to 
the  Imperial  guarantee  of  £600,000,  for  certain 
specific  purposes.    The  schedule  of  that  Loan 
Act  is  divided  into  two  parts :  the  first  divi- 
sion, for  the  reinstatement  of  Taranaki,  was 
£200,000;  and  the  second  division  of  £300,000 
was  for  the  purpose  of  repaying  ImperiaJ  de- 
mands, and  for  roads,  public  works,  and  other 
purposes.    The  Imperial  guarantee  to  that  loan 
has  not  yet  been  obtained.     As  all  the  cor- 
xdBpondence  that  has  taken  place  with  refer- 
ence to  it  has  been  laid  before  the  House,  it 
is  unnecessary  for   me   to   go   into  it.    The 
guarantee,  however,  was  not  obtained.    First  of 
all  there  was  considerable  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  Imperial  Oovemment  in  stating  to  the 
homonrable  member  foi  Lyttelton,  who  was 
3fr.  Wood 


sent  Home  to  make  arrangements  with  refet- 
enoe  to  that  guarantee,  what  thsy  would  dn 
and  what  they  would  not  do,  end  thev  ulti- 
mately proposed  certain  terms  on  which  the 
guarantee  should  be  granted.  The  hmoonUe 
gentleman  declined  then  to  accede  to  them, 
for  which  he  has  given  his  reasons  fully  in  the 
papers  before  the  House.  The  Bill  wu  then 
withdrawn  from  the  House  of  Commoiu,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  take  any  fnrtiier  action  in 
the  matter.  It  has  been,  therefore,  impossibl* 
to  make  any  payment  to  the  Impenal  Qoiem- 
ment  on  account  of  tiieir  demands ;  and,  in  bot, 
the  Oovemment  have  not  had  any  poitiiaiai 
the  loan  at  its  disposal,  with  the  ezceptian  ol 
£100,000,  which  they  were  authorised  to  niie 
by  Exchequer  bills  until  the  Imperial  goaun- 
tee  could  be  obtained.  Those  Exchsqoer  bilh 
have  been  negotiated  to  the  amount  of  £100,000, 
and  I  will  now  state  to  the  House  the  msmtei 
in  which  those  funds  have  been  enpended.  Oa 
account  of  the  first  division  of  that  loss, 
£200,000  for  Taranaki  reinstatement,  the  {al- 
lowing sums  have  been  expended :  Payment  ti> 
Taranaki  Relief  Commissioners,  £37,934  Ts.  9i; 
passages  of  refugees,  £75  10s. ;  erpeniei  of  Go- 
vernor and  suite  at  Taranaki,  £868  7(.  li; 
transport  of  Captain  Mercer's  mounted  fdiM, 
£800;  military  buildings  at  Tataraimaka,  snd 
stables  for  mounted  corps,  £1,097  Tt.  fid.; 
saddlery,  pay,  arms,  Ac.,  of  mounted  ootpi, 
£897  7s.  4d. ;  Militia  pay,  £9,608  13>.  101;  ex- 
penses connected  with  German  iminigistifln 
agency,  £287  16s. :  total  charged  agaimt  the 
account,  £51,569  7s.  8d.  I  am  perfectly  •«*(« 
that  opinions  will  differ  materially  aa  to  the 
exact  meaning  and  interprete^tion  to  be  pit 
on  that  portion  of  the  Loan  Act.  Itagiat 
there  will  scarcely  be  two  members  in  Uus 
House  who  will  agree  as  to  the  exact  meaning 
of  the  Legislature  when  they  ^Mwsed  that  Aot 
But  it  has  always  appeared  to  ma  that  tben 
are  two  things  which  the  Legislature  nqnited 
to  be  done  with  reference  to  that  fond :  M 
of  all,  it  was  necessary  to  restore  the  pesoe 
and  security  of  that  province ;  and,  secoidlx, 
by  the  distribution  of  a  certain  amomit  of 
capital  to  the  settlers  after  the  securitj  of  die 
settlement  has  been  restored,  to  enable  thai 
not  only  to  reoocupy  their  land  if  they  dose, 
but  to  give  tbem  a  fresh  start  in  liis— not  ao 
much  to  restore  the  settlement  to  itsfomM 
state  as  to  give  it  a  new  start  altogether.  At 
the  time  that  that  Loan  Act  vras  paassd  thai 
were  considerable  expenses  still  going  on  is  the 
Province  of  Taranaki  with  lefetence  to  the 
Militia.  There  was  a  large  Militia  forte  then 
embodied,  and  they  had  to  be  paid,  and  it  «*< 
impossible  that  they  should  be  disbanded.  R 
was  absolutely  necessary,  before  the  peaea  ud 
security  of  that  settlement  eould  be  restored  to 
it,  that  the  Tataraimaka  block  of  laodabonldl* 
regained.  Now,  as  the  Honae  voted  no  otto 
funds  fox  the  settlement  of  Taranaki,  ud  for 
the  oontinuuice  of  that  military  expeodittos, 
except  the  sum  of  £900,000, 1  considend,  and 
consider  still,  that  military  ohaiges  which  I 
have  just  detailed  were  a  fair  ohaigs  vpa 
that  reinstatement  fund.     Bat  we  ate  ann 
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Hulk  this  IB  disputed  by  those  who  are  most 
eomoamed  and  most  interested  in  this  matter; 
and,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  an  arrangement 
will  be  oome  to  between  the  Qovemment  on  the 
one  side  and  the  representatives  of  the  Pro- 
vinoe  of  Taranaki  on  the  other  with  reference 
to  Uie  expenditure  of  this  amount,  if  such  can 
be  done,  in  accordance  with  the  Attomey- 
Q«neral*a  interpretation  of  that  portion  of  the 
schedule  to  the  Loan  Act.  If  that  cannot  be 
done,  the  Qovemment-proposes  again  to  appeal 
to  this  House  upon  the  question,  and  to  request 
the  House  definitely  to  consider  what  it  does 
mean  by  that  vote.  Then,  with  regard  to  that 
■eoond  division  of  the  Loan  Act,  £800,000  for 
(•paying  Imperial  demands,  public  works,  or 
ouer  purposes,  the  following  sums  have  been 
«rpended :  For  roads  in  tiie  Province  of  Auok- 
land,  £11,982  16s.  Id. ;  employed  in  extending 
the  Qreat  South  Bead  to  the  Waikato  Stock- 
ade at  Baglan,  £723  18b.  2d. ;  roads  in  Tara- 
naki, £19,062  IBs.  Id.;  purchase  of  arms, 
£6,112  2s.  3d. :  total,  £37,870  9s.  7d.  Thus 
tiie  total  of  the  £100,000  that  has  been  ex- 
pended is  £89,439  17s.  8d.  The  legislation 
of  last  session  renders  it  uimeoessary  for  me 
to  aay  anything  with  reference  to  an  account 
that  has  been  frequently  debated  in  this  House 
— the  account  known  as  the  Reserved  Sixths 
Fund.  By  the  legislation  of  last  session  it  be- 
came my  duty  to  refund  those  amounts  which 
the  Treasury  held  to  tihe  different  provinces. 
That  has  been  so  done,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay ;  and  the  Treasury 
BOW  holds  £2,000  of  this  Sixths  Fund  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  engagements  which  the 
iMuia  I^ichase  Commissioner  had  entered  into 
but  has  not  yet  completed.  Then,  there  are 
certain  special  accounts,  which  it  is  necessary 
I  ahotlld  refer  to,  the  main  item  of  which  is  the 
Bay  of  Islands  Settlement  Act ;  and  I  will  state 
to  the  House  what  we  propose  to  do  with  re- 
ference to  the  expenditure  which  has  been  in- 
curred on  tiiat  account.  I  will  first,  however, 
rthe  items  advanced  under  Acts  of  Assem- 
.  ;— 
Special  Accounts,  1862-63,  on  80th  June,  1863. 
To  the  credit  of—  £     s.  d. 

Bank  of  Issue  Winding-up  Act       574  12    0 
OoldDntyAot         ..  ..    1,889    Oil 


1,963  12  11 
8,647  14    7 


Balance 


£10,511    7    6 

Advances  on  account  of —  £     s.  d. 

Auckland  Reserves  Act           . .  2,605    8    2 

Bay  of  Islands  Settlement  Act  6,025  12    6 

Goldfields,  Coromandel          ..  1,980    6  10 


£10,611    7    6 

With  reference  to  the  Bay  of  Islands  Settle- 
aM&t  Aot,  I  believe  it  is  the  last  time  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  troubled  with  any  statement  in 
xefarence  to  expenditure  on  that  account,  as  we 
mopoee  the  land  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
Bupwiiiitnndent   of  Auckland   subject  to  the 


charges  that  have  been  incurred  for  surveys, 
and  I  believe  my  honourable  friend  sees  his 
way  to  locate  some  immigrants  who-  are 
expected  very  shortly  to  arrive  in  the  oei^ 
bouxhood  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  on  that 
bnd.  I  will  now  state  to  the  Committee 
the  amounts  which  the  Treasury  was  liable 
for,  and  the  way  in  which  it  accounted 
for  its  liabilities  on  the  SOth  June  last.  On 
that  date  the  Treasury'  was  liable  for  tiie 
balance  of  all  revenue  accounts,  £92492 
12s.  O^d. ;  for  the  balance  of  £600,000  loan, 
1866,  £7,127  68.  lid.;  for  the  balance  ot 
£160,000  loan,  £1,779  19a.  5d. ;  balance  of 
advances  from  Commissariat  of  New  Plymouth, 
£45  9a.  7d. ;  balance  of  Deposit  Account, 
£18,448  18s.  9^.:  total  liabilities,  £119,594 
Is.  9d.  That  is  accounted  for  by  payment 
under  ■*  The  Loan  Act,  1862,"  in  excess  of  Trea- 
sury bills  issued,  £26,870  18s.  6d. ;  on  account 
of  war  expenses,  £5,552  6s. ;  under  sundry 
Acts  of  Assembly,  £8,647  14s.  7d. ;  cash  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  and  Sub-Ac- 
countants, £79,123  2s.  8d. :  total,  £119,69418. 9d.. 
Having  thus  picked  the  dry  bones  of  these 
loans,  I  will  now  turn  to  the  second  part  of  the 
statement — namely,  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture from  the  1st  July,  1862,  to  the  SOth  June, 
1863 — an  account,  I  think,  which  will  be  found 
something  more  interesting  than  those  which 
I  have  just  gone  throng.  Last  year  w» 
estimated  the  Customs  revenue  at  £418,000. 
It  has  realized  £489,150.  I  think  it  wiU  be 
rather  interesting  to  ascertain  how  the  esti- 
mates which  my  honourable  friend,,  in  hia 
Financial  Statement  last  year,  gave'  of  the 
various  amounts  of  Customs  revenue  which  it 
was  expected  to  obtain  .from  the  various  pro- 
vinces oome  out.  The  Customs  revenue  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland  was  estimated  last 
year  at  £92,000,  and  it  actually  produced 
£92,880 ;  the  estimate  for  Taranaki  was  £8,000, 
actual  yield  £7,429;  the  estimate  for  Wel- 
lington £40,000,  actual  yield  £41,737 ;  the  esti- 
mate for  Napier  £9,000,  actual  yield  £9,006 ; 
the  estimate  for  Nelson  £22,600,  actual  yield 
£22,185 ;  the  estimate  for  Marlborough  £2,000, 
actual  yield  £3,099 ;  the  estimate  for  Canter- 
bury £50,000,  actual  yield  £60,364.  The  esti- 
mate for  Otago,  which  at  that  time  was  con- 
sidered a  remarkably  high  estimate,  and  one 
that  it  was  supposed  would  scarcely  be  real- 
ized, was  £180,000,  actually  yield  £216,623. 
But  the  most  extraordinary  rise  of  all  was  that 
of  Southland,  the  estimate  for  which  was 
£9,600,  and  actual  yield  £86,714.  A  small 
siun  of  £114  was  also  received  from,  the 
Chatham  Islands,  making  a  total  actually  re- 
ceived of  £489,160 — an  increase  of  18  per  aent. 
beyond  what  we  estimated.  I  think  tiiat  is  a 
very  satisfactory  statement  indeed  of  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  of  the  country.  The  postal 
revenue  was  estimated  at  £20,000,  and  it  real- 
ized £26,861 ;  fees  and  fines  of  Sherifis,  and 
in  the  Suprmne  Court,  District  Courts,  snd 
Resident  Magistrates' Courts,  were  estimated' at 
£14,000,  and  have  amounted  to  £19,177 ;  fees 
for  registration  ot  deeds  were  estimated  at 
£7,000,  and  have  amounted  to  £6,769 ;  fees-te 
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registration  of  births,  deaths,  and  mairiages 
vere  estimated  at  £1,500,  and  have  amounted 
to  £1,732 ;  fees  on  issue  of  Crown  grants  were 
estimated  at  £1,600,  and  have  realized  £1,690; 
and  certain  other  miscellaneous  matters,  in- 
cluding fees  derived  from  the  Arms  Act,  Land 
Claims  Court,  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  Patent 
Act,  Joint -Stock  Companies  Act,  &o.,  were 
estimated  at  £1,000,  and  have  produced  £4,694, 
making  a  total  of  £549,963  received  as  asainst 
£458,000  estimated,  being  an  Increase  of  20  per 
cent.  Now  I  come  to  the  other  side  of  the 
account — the  expenditure.  And  I  will  follow, 
with  reference  to  the  expenditure,  the  same 
plan  I  have  adopted  with  reference  to  the 
receipts.  I  will  show  the  amounts  estimated 
and  the  amounts  expended.  For  the  Civil 
List,  which  is  fixed  by  Act,  £25,000  was  esti- 
mated, and  £25,000  expended.  The  permanent 
charges  were  estimated  at  £82,796,  of  which 
-only  £79,000  was  expended.  This  saving  is 
through  £8,000  or  £4,000  less  of  interest  being 
required  than  the  House  voted.  In  the  ap- 
propriations the  Executive  Department  was 
put  down  at  £4,275,  and  £4,000  was  expended. 
Under  the  head  of  "  Legislative  "  £15,050  was 
voted,  and  £15,000  expended ;  Judicial,  £600, 
and  £600  was  expended ;  Registration,  £2,890, 
and  £2,800  was  expended  ;  Customs  (Chatham 
Islands  establishment,  Ac),  £676,  and  £675 
was  expended ;  Postal,  £47,100,  and  £47,100 
was  expended ;  Militia,  £9,681,  and  £9,681  was 
expended ;  miscellaneous,  £12,166,  and  £12,156 
was  expended.  With  reference  to  those  items 
which  are  charged  provincially,  the  votes  and 
expenditure  were  as  follow :  Auckland  was 
voted  £18,684,  and  £18,111  was  expended; 
Taranaki,  £2,800,  the  whole  of  which  was  ex- 
pended ;  WelUngton,  £10,275,  of  which  £10,200 
tras  expended  ;  Hawke's  Bay,  £8,876,  of  which 
£3,355  was  expended ;  Nelson,  £7,002,  of  whi<^ 
£6,647  was  expended;  Marlborough^  £2,915, 
of  which  £2,170  was  expended;  Canterbury, 
£16,004,  of  which  £14,624  was  expended ;  Otago, 
£29,348,  of  which  the  whole  was  expended; 
and  Southland,  £3,880,  of  which  £8,680  was 
■expended:  making  a  total  expended  of  £286,242, 
which,  added  to  refunds  amounting  to  £4,425, 
makes  a  total  of  £290,667.  The  three-eighths 
Customs  revenue  secured  to  the  provinces 
.^mounts  to  £188,280,  the  amount  estimated 
being  £164,648,  thus  leaving  a  surplus  of 
£76,016.  The  surplus  estimated  last  year  was 
something  under  £10,000.  It  will  be  seen, 
then,  that  upon  the  sum  voted  last  year  there 
has  been  a  saving  of  something  like  £6,000 ; 
but  there  has  been  expended,  without  previous 
appropritvtion,  about  £12,000,  which,  however, 
is  practically  only  £6,000  over  the  amount 
voted  last  year ;  and,  when  we  consider  that  the 
revenue  has  increased  at  the  rate  of  20  per 
cent.,  whilst  the  unauthorized  expenditure  does 
not  quite  amount  to  1  per  cent.,  and  while  a 
great  deal  of  this  is  nothing  more  than  an 
excess  of  some  matters,  such  as  printing,  sta- 
tionery, and  things  of  that  kind,  over  the 
amount  estimated,  I  think  I  may  say  that  for 
the  year  ending  the  80th  June  last  there  has 
been  no  excessive  expenditure  beyond  the 
Mr.  Wood 


amount  voted  by  this  House.  Now,  «i& 
reference  to  the  surplus  of  £76,016, 1  ^pafm 
to  charge  upon  that  the  sum  of  £1,672,  nta- 
plementaiy  expenditure  for  the  year  VXL-^ 
still  onptovided  for;  also,  the  sapplementaiy 
expenditure  for  the  past  yeu  of  £12,700 ;  sod  I 
also  propose  to  charge  upon  it  the  cost  d  eteet 
ing  a  new  Customhouse  at  Dunedin,  £11,60Ql 
In  th^  first  instance,  it  wasundentoodthatt})* 
cost  of  that  Custoinhoose  would  be  iiiajti 
from  one  of  the  Otago  loans ;  but  the  SineDBr 
tendent  of  that  provinoe  seemed  to  have  Isigtr 
demands  upon  his  louis  than  he  could  mj 
well  satisfy,  and  requested  me,  when  I  km 
there,  to  propose  t»  the  House  that  the  amooat 
expended  on  the  new  Customhouse  should  }» 
charged  rather  upon  the  surplus  revenue  tliH 
upon  any  loan.  Then,  there  is  a  sum  wUchliM 
been  outstanding  for  some  time,  and  which  bM 
been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  oonespoD- 
dence  with  the  Imperial  Post  Office  aathoritiaa 
It  is  an  accumulation  of  errors  for  the  last  fin 
or  six  years,  and  arose  in  this  way:  By  fiM 
Treasury  minute  of  November,  1856,  the  coin} 
understood  that  it  was  not  liable  to  conttibnti 
to  the  main  line  before  the  branch  serrioe  fron 
Sydney  was  established ;  but  ttie  Post  Offiet 
authorities,  from  the  very  ooiiimsDcemeiit,liaN 
chiurged  the  colony  with  its  contribution  to  that 
main  line.  The  colony  also  understood  that  it 
was  to  pay  for  that  main  line  in  propoitiaB  to 
the  number  of  letters  which  it  despatdied ;  tot 
the  Post  Office  authorities,  from  uie  veiyfint, 
have  called  upon  the  colony  to  pay  in  t  oo» 
bined  ratio  according  to  the  number  d  letten 
despatched  and  the  distance  of  the  ookaiy  fnA 
Oalle.  And,  thirdly,  the  colony  undsBtoc4 
that  it  was  to  be  credited  with  all  the  poitil 
revenue  which  was  paid  within  the  colooy,  sD 
letters  prepaid,  whilst  the  Post  Office  U- 
thorities  have  demanded  that  we  should  » 
count  to  them  for  a  sum  of  4d.  upon  sMf 
letter  despatched  from  New  Zealand  to  Aia- 
tralia.  Well,  these  various  items  have  bw 
resisted  time  after  time,  and  despatches  bsn 
been  written  and  minutes  have  bmn  imt(eB,<f 
which  information  will  be  found  in  the  BlM 
Books  before  the  House,  and  the  aignmeoti 
have  been  very  good  and  remarkably  cfflnino- 
ing ;  but  the  Post  Offioe  authoriti^  sti<i  ^ 
their  point,  and  tell  us  that  if  we  do  not  fo^ 
ward  this  they  will  not  send  onr  lettefc 
When  the  honourable  member  for  Ljrttaltoa 
went  to  England  he  was  authorized  to  ntUt 
these  matters  with  them,  and  he  found  then 
as  stifi  as  possible,  but  ultimately  srrangtd  to 
pay  £300  a  year  instead  of  aocountiiig  to  tkem 
for  4d.  on  every  letter  despatched  to  New  Sonfll 
Wales.  Now,  the  total  amount  of  these  ainui 
is  £26,300,  haU  of  which,  £13,300,  is  to  h 
charged  upon  the  supplementaiy  expenditna 
of  this  year,  and  provision  made  for  the  jij- 
ment  of  the  other  half  out  of  the  wvmM 
of  the  oniiant  year.  Tlien^Eoie  tbataasMB 
will  stand  in  this  way :  Taking  £76/)16  sitt* 
surplus,  we  propose  to  charge  irpon  it  ■»"I1*' 
mentary  expendituzA,  1861-6S,  il,G7S ;  v^P*: 
mentaCT  expenditiue,  1863^63,  £12,700 ;  v>*  * 
Cnatonmoase,  Dunedin,  £11,600;  lad  half « 
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postal  errors,  £13,300:  in  all,  £39,273,  which 
teng  deducted  leaves  still  a  surplus  for  distri- 
Bttion  of  £86,744.    With  reference  to  the  sup- 
riementary  ezpendittue  for  the  financial  year 
ended  the  SOth  June,  1863,  £12,716,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  it  is  made  np  of  a  number  of 
items  of  this  kind :  First  of  all  there  has  been 
payment  of  £267 128.  6d.,  travelling  expenses  on 
account  of  the  Governor's  establishment ;  a  clerk 
htB  been  supplied  to  the  Chief  Justice,  and  his 
tnvelling  expenses   exceeded  the  estimate  of 
£600  by  £150  ;  there  are  some  Post  Office  con- 
tingencies,   and    the  amount    voted   for   the 
Uarine  Board  vras  not  sufB.cient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  that  Board;  making,  altogether, 
about  £1,000:    then  there  was  an  error  of  addi- 
tion in  the  miscellaneous  items  last  year  to  the 
extent  of  £1,000,  which  is  also  included  in  the 
snp]^lementajy  expenditure ',  for  printing  and 
stationery  £600  extra  was  required;  £1,619  was 
requited  for  military  allowance  in  Otago  ;  the 
oensus  expenses  were  under-estimated  by  £228 ; 
£273  168.  lOd.  was  incurred  in  the  relief  of  the 
crew  of  Her  Majesty's  steejnship  "  OrpheAs  " 
1^  the  time  of  the  wreck,  on  the  7th  February 
last.    Then  there  was  an  item — which  really 
amounts  to  something  considerable  year  after 
year— for  the  apprehension  of  deserters.    The 
utperial  authorities  are  always  accusing  the 
oolonial  authorities  of  not  providing  snfUoient 
establishments — they  have  accused  us  of  not 
apprehending  these  deserters,  not  taking  suffi- 
cient care  to  prevent  deeertion,  or  to  prevent 
KtUers  oonoeaUng  them.  For  the  apprehension 
of  deserters  £900  wew  paid  last  year.    The  mili- 
tuy  authorities  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  police 
vim  us,  and  we  regard  it  as  a  matter  they 
should  look  after  themselves,  and  it  appears,  in 
this  case  as  in  many  others,  when  the  oolonial 
and  Imperial  anthorities  come  to  loggerheads 
the  colony  has  to  pay.    Then,  for  the  Province 
of  Auckland,  the  electoral  printing   expenses 
were  not  sufficient  by  £2S0 ;    at    Taranaki  a 
bailifl  was  wanted  for  the  Besident  Magistrate's 
Court ;  and  there  are  a  variety  of  other  little 
inattets  of  this  kind.    At  Southland  the  exten- 
sion of  population  tiiere,  and  the  supplying  of 
theWakatipu  diggings,  had  caused  considerable 
increase  of  expenditure — the  Post  Office  alone 
required  as  much  as  £1,000 — making  up  the 
irtiole  to  £12,716,  details  of  which  will  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  in  full.    Now,  that 
eonelndes  the  statement  of  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure for  last  year.    I  will  now  turn  to  a 
matter  which,  I  think,  has  excited  some  in- 
terest in  this  Committee — ^namely,  a  statement 
of  revenue  and  expenditure  arismg  out  of  the 
Native  insurrection  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the 
13th  October,  and  supplemented  up  to  the  1st 
of  this  month.    There  is,  first  of  all,  charged 
kgainst  this  the  purchase  of  the    "  Sandfly," 
ud  the  amounts  which  have  been  already  jiaid 
for  the  steamer  on  the  Waikato,  £9,471  8s.; 
ue  cost  of  removal  of  settlers  from  Baglan  to 
Wairoa,  £S43  ISs.;  expenditure  in  the  erection 
rf  blockhouses,  £2,398  12s.  6d.;    for   Native 
forces,  guides,  and  interpreters,  £498  Is.  Sd.; 
W  of  the    whole   of    the  colonial    forces, 
StSfiSl  198.  lid.;  passage  of  Volunteers  from 


Otago,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney,  and  cost  of 
stores,  arms,  Ac,  £42,590  18s.;  on  account  of 
horses  purchased  for  the  Colonial  Defence  Force, 
inoludmg  arms,  £5,094  14s.;  miscellaneous 
items,  £2,380  4s.  3d. ;  road-clearing  on  Great 
South  Boad,  £2,700;  remittances  for  similai^ 
purposes  forwarded  to  the  Sub-Treasurers  of 
New  Plymouth,  Wellington,  Wangsmui,  and 
Napier,  and  to  the  Agent  in  London,  £31,300 ; 
making  a  total,  from  the  1st  July  to  the  13th  Oc- 
tober, of  £146,194  6s.  Id.  There  is  a  great  point 
in  this  ISth  October,  because  it  happened  to  be 
exactly  three  months  from  that  when  Genend 
Cameron  crossed  the  Maungatawhiri,  and  thiu 
it  gives  you  in  the  best  way  you  can  obtain  the 
expenditure  running  over  a  period  of  three 
months,  and  enables  you  to  calculate  the  pro- 
bable annual  expencuture  on  account  of  the 
war  at  the  same  rate.  From  that  time 
to  the  first  of  this  month,  and  including  all 
further  expenditure,  and  including  all  liabili- 
ties, the  sum  of  £200,000  will  cover  the  whole 
expense  for  a  period  of  four  months.  Now, 
considering  all  that  has  been  written  upon  this 
question,  the  extravagant  and  extraordinary 
estimates  that  have  been  made  of  the  sums  we 
were  spending,  considering  all  the  difficulties 
that  the  Government  have  been  placed  in,  and 
the  demands  made  upon  them  at  a  moment's 
notice  for  the  security  of  the  cotntry,  I  think, 
— notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said — ^it 
will  be  generally  considered  that  a  great 
economy  has  been  exercised  in  what  we  nave 
done  in  this  matter,  and  for  which  we  have- 
not  received  credit.  Before  I  proceed  to  the 
estimate  of  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
current  financial  year,  and  asl  shall  afterwards 
have  to  go  into  the  question  of  raising  a  loan  of 
very  considerable  amount,  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  this  Committee  to  some  few  points 
which,  to  my  mind,  show  in  a  very  clear  and 
striking  manner  the  extraordinary  progress  and 
advancement  made  within  a  very  short  period 
by  this  colony.  In  the  year  1860-61  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  was  £205,000,  which  was  an  in- 
crease of  15}  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  previous 
year.  In  1861-62  it  was  £339,893,  an  morease 
of  65  per  cent,  on  the  previous  year ;  and  in 
1862-^  it  was  £489,000,  an  increase  of  44  per 
cent,  on  the  previous  year.  On  the  31st 
December,  1860,  the  population  of  the  colony 
was  83,919  souls ;  on  the  81st  December,  1862, 
it  was  188,114  souls,  being  an  increase  of  49,195, 
or  nearly  60  per  cent.  In  the  year  1860, 140,876> 
tons  .of  shipping  entered  inwards  at  the  various 
ports  of  New  Zealand ;  in  1862  the  tomiag» 
entered  was  301,000— showing  an  increase  of 
160,724  tons,  or  114  per  cent.  In  1860  the 
value  of  the  imports  was  £1,548,888 ;  in  1862 
the  value  was  £4,626,082.  In  1860  the  exports 
amounted  to  £588,000,  and  in  1862  to  £2,422,784. 
Up  to  the  31st  December,  1860,  the  total  value 
of  gold  exported  from  the  colony  was  £138,898 
2s.  8d.  On  the  31st  December,  1862,  the  total 
value  of  gold  exported  was  £4,377,708,  of  which 
£4,130,174  was  the  produce  of  Otago.  In  1860 
the  value  of  wool  exported  was  £444,392;  in 
1862  it  was  £674,226.  In  1860  the  ordinary 
and  territorial  revenue  amounted  to  £464,739, 
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«nd  in  1863  to  £1,186,009.  The  bank  rotunu 
also  show  the  most  eztiaordinaiy  advance 'in 
three  years.  In  1860  the  total  deposits  in  the 
various  banks  in  the  colony — then  only  two  in 
Bomber— were  £660,000;  and  in  1863,  up  to 
the  80th  of  September,  £2,171,165.  The  total 
Meets  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1860,  were 
£1,009,426,  and  on  the  SOth  of  September, 
1863,  £4,038,178.  On  the  Slst  December,  1860, 
the  total  liabilities  were  £824,669,  and  on  the 
SOth  September,  1863,  £3,026,184.  There  is 
BOthing,  to  my  mind,  which  shows  so  stron{[ly 
the  very  rapid  advancement  in  the  wealth  and 
proBperity  of  this  colony  than  the  comparison 
of  these  returns.  Its  revenue,  its  population, 
its  shipping,  its  imports,  its  exports,  and  its 
mineru  resuoroes,  its  trade  and  oonuneroe,  are 
increasing  with  almost  unexampled  rapidi^. 
Before  I  proceed  to  an  estimate  of  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  for  the  current  year  I  wish  to 
•ay  a  few  words  about  the  tarin.  My  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  the  Goldfields  (Mr. 
Brodie)  proposes  to-morrow  to  put  a  question  to 
the  Gvemment  with  reference  to  thetarifi,  and 
I  think  it  is  very  advisable  that  he  and  this  Com- 
mittee should  be  in  possession  of  some  infor- 
mation with  reference  to  that  subject  which 
I  have  now  to  give,  and  which  may  perhaps 
modify  his  opinion  very  considerably  as  to  the 
iMoessity  of  making  any  very  material  altera- 
tions. .The  value  of  uie  imports  for  the  six 
months  ended  SOth  June  was  £2,979,602,  of 
which  £1,428,252  entered  duty-free,  and  the  re- 
mainder, to  the  value  of  £1,551,250,  paid  duty. 
We  all  know  what  the  duty  is  upon  spirits, 
wine,  sugar,  and  tea,  and  on  all  other  such 
things  as  tiiese ;  but  duty  is  levied  upon  a 
variety  of  articles-at  4s.  per  cubic  foot,  and  upon 
cibet  goods  at  Ss.  per  nundredweight,  and  it 
is  hot  so  easy  to  ascertain  the  ad  valorem 
duty  upon  these.  I  have  never  yet  seen 
any  statement  exhibiting  the  percentage  that 
is  p&id  upon  the  value  of  these  imports, 
and  very  exaggerated  notions  are  abroad 
of  the  amount  of  taxation  paid  by  the  people 
■of  this  colony.  Now,  the  duty  which  is 
'paid  upon  spades  and  Novels  is  2^  per  cent. 
■<id  valorem,  the  total  value  imported  during 
4he  last  six  months  being  £12,785,  and  the  duty 
upon  them  £294  Is,  7d.  Upon  boots  and  shoes, 
which  were  imported  to  the  value  of  £96,489, 
■the  duty  levied  was  £5,368,  or  a  percentage  of 
6i.  Upon  candles  the  duty  amounted  to  ^per 
-cent. ;  upon  cotton  goods,  6}  per  cent. ',  upon 
silk.  Si  per  cent. ;  upon  slop  clothing,  6}  per 
-oent. ;  upon  woollen  clothing,  6^  per  cent. ; 
4Uid  upon  other  kinds  of  goods  of  similar 
description,  6f  per  cent.  Upon  dried  fruits,  an 
article  of  great  luxury,  I  should  say,  the 
duty  comes  to  17^  per  oent.;  upon  bottled 
"fruit,  12jl  per  cent. ;  upon  hardware  and  cutlery, 
2^  per  cent. ;  on  holloware,  5}  per  cent. ;  on 
ironmongery,  2}  per  cent. ;  on  oiunen's  stores, 
nearly  14  per  cent. ;  and  upon  soap,  nearly 
7  i>er  cent.  With  the  exception  of  sohie  few 
articles  which  may  be  classed  as  Uiose  of  con- 
siderable luxury,  consumed  only  by  persons 
who  can  very  well  afford  it,  I  consider  that  the 
amannt  of  duty  which  is  levied  is  not  hard 
Mr.  Wood 


upon  the  people  of  this  coloay.    For  tlie  aa- 
rent  year,  upon  which  we  ham  entered,  «• 
estimate  the  total  Customs  revenna  at  £608^000^ 
and  itis  made  up  in  this  vray :   We  futtimati 
the  Customs  revenue  of  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land at  £105,000 ;  that  of  TaianaJd  aX  £7,500; 
of    Wellington,   £42,000;    of    Bawke's  Bay, 
£10,0007o!  Nehwn,  £25,000 ;  of  Marlhatoa^ 
£4,000;    of   Canterbury,  i^.OOO;    of    OtMO, 
£270,000;  of  Southland,  £60,000;  and  ot  the 
Chatham  Islands,  £100 :  total,  £603,600.    The 
Post  Office  revenue  we  estimate  at  £40,000;  the 
Judicial  at  £25,000;  the  BegistnUion  at  £12,000; 
the   fees  for  regisbation   of   birtba,  deatiiti 
and  marriages,  £2,5b0 ;  fees  on  issue  of  Crnb 
grants,  £3,000  ;   miscellaneous  items,  £5,900: 
total  estimated  revenue,  £6C  1,600.     Then  is 
one  consideration  which,  I  think,  must  be  fait 
to  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  every  ooe — 
that  from  the  very  commanoemeat  o<  zeme- 
sentative  institutions  in  this  colony  there  sss 
been  no  single  instance  of  speculative  finanre, 
no  single  instance,  however  mnoh  pressed  the 
Finance  Minister  has  been,  of  over-estiniatiii| 
the  resources  of  the  colony,  no  single  instaacs 
in  which  the  ordinary  revenue  has  been  esti- 
mated over  the  amount  which  has  been  rev- 
ised ;  but  instances  are  innumerable  wbers  it 
has  been  estimated  at  oonsidaraU^  leas  thaa 
it  has  realised.    And  I  may  say  in  this  cas* 
there  is  no  speculative  finance.    These  items 
which  I  have  read  to  you  are  actually  nam 
being  received  by  the  various  Collectors  of  Be- 
venue  in  this  colony,  and  there  cannot  be  airf 
reasonable  doubt  that  the  sum  of  £691,600  viU 
be  realized  during  the  current  financial  year, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  will  be  very  oonsideraUy  ex- 
ceeded.   I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by 
giving  more  than  an  abstract  of  the  expenditais 
we  propose  for  the  ennent  financial  year.    The 
estimates  will  be  laid  on  the  table  immediately, 
and  you  will  there  see  full  details.     I  wu 
simply  content  myself  with  a  ritumt  ai  th* 
whole.    For  the  current  financial  year  we  set 
down  the  Civil  List  at   £25,000,  exactly  tks 
same  as  last  year ;  the  permanent  charges  nill  ' 
be  increased  very  considerably  by  the  amount 
of  interest  which  will  be. required  for  the  pro- 
posed loan,  and  vrill  amount  to  £130,490 ;  tk* 
expenditure  on  aooount  of  the  Ezeoative  De- 
partments is  estimated  at  £4,825 ;    Legisla- 
tive, £12,310;  Judicial,  £1,950:   Registiatiaa. 
£6,460;   Customs  (general    charges),   £1,375; 
Postal,  £80,430 ;  Militia,  £25,000 ;  and  vanou 
miscellaneous  items,  £10,000 :    total  estimsts 
of  expenditure,  £297,840.    The  sums  charged 
provincially  are  as  follow:  Auckland,  £21,^; 
Taranaki,      £3,334;      Wellington,      £10,993; 
Hawke's  Bay,  £4,537 ;  Nelson,  £7,532 ;  Hsil- 
borongh,  £3,489;  Canterbury,  £22,072;  Otaga. 
£56,510;  Southland,  £17,215:  total,  £146,314. 
There  will  be  then  the  three-eighths  of  the 
Customs  revenue  to  be  handed  over  to  the  pro- 
vinces, amounting  to  £226,350 ;  thus  leaving  a 
surplus  of  £21,096,  to  balance  with  the  esti- 
mated revenue.    I  now  proceed  to  the  last  snb- 
ject  on  which  I  propose  to  occupy  your  attea- 
tion  to-night — ^namely,  to  the  financial  proposals 
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of  the  Oovenunent  in  leferenoe  to  the  eziBting 
state  of  kffain  in  thii  ooontry.  My  honooiable 
friend  the  Colonial  Seoretaiy,  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  the  other  day  stating  the 
policy  of  the  present  GoTemment,  told  you 
that  we  intended  to  provide  foj;  the  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  on  account  of  the  war  by 
means  of  a  large  loan.  The  Oovemment  have 
two  objects  in  view :  first  of  all,  the  suppression 
of  the  present  rebellion ;  and,  secondly,  if  pos- 
sible, the  rendering  it  impossible  that  there 
should  be  any  further  rebellion  in  future.  The 
rebellion  can  be  suppressed  at  the  present  time 
only  by  one  means — by  the  use  of  force — force 
against  force.  The  exact  amount  that  it  will 
cost  the  colony  to  suppress  the  rebellion  it  is 
of  course  impossible  for  me  to  say,  unless  I  can 
be  told  the  length  of  time  the  present  war  will 
last,  and  the  demands  which  the  General  will 
make  upon  the  Government  of  the  colony  foj; 
men  ana  means.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  that  by  any  one  great  batUe  the  Natives 
in  this  country  will  be  subdued,  and  we  shall 
•11  of  a  sudden  pass  from  a  period  of  war  and 
trooble  and  anxiety  to  a  period  of  serenity  and 
peace.  Nor  am  I  one  of  those  who  think  that 
this  war  will  be  interminable  or  lasting  for 
many  years.  I  am  very  much  of  the  opinion 
of  my  lionourable  friend  the  member  for  South- 
land, who  said  that  these  Natives  were  simply 
men  and  women,  very  much  like  ourselves ; 
and  I  believe  that  when  they  see,  as  they  soon 
will  see,  that  all  their  efforts  against  us  are 
praoticajly  unavailing, — when  they  see,  as  they 
soon  will  see,  that  we  are  by  far  the  superior 
power, — they  will  then  do  that  which  we  want 
them  to  do — ^namely,  submit  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Queen,  and  to  the  law.  Before  peace  is 
secured  in  this  country,  however,  there  must 
necessarily  be  a  considerable  amount  of  expense 
incurred  m  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 
Bxactl^  what  that  amount  will  be  it  is  impos- 
nUe  either  forme  or  any  one  else  to  say ;  but 
whskt  the  Government  is  anxious  to  do  in  the 
matter  is  to  ask  the  House  to  voto  a  sum 
which  it  believes  in  itself  is  not  more  than 
.we  may  reasonably  expect  will  be  required  to 
be  expended  for  this  purpose.  We  ask  the 
Hooae  to  vote  a  sum,  to  be  raised  by  loan,  for 
the  purpose  of  war  expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  suppression  of  the  present  rebellion,  of 
a  million  of  money.  Then,  supposing  the  war 
over,  or  supposing  that  it  is  driven  far  from  our 
doors  at  the  present  time,  then  we  propose  to 
oommence  a  system  of  immigration,  a  system 
of  colonization  by  which  a  population  will  oc- 
ctt^  the  waste  lands  of  the  rebel  districts,  and 
pEBTent  the  possibility  at  any  future  time  of 
these  Natives  again  rising  in  insurrection 
against  ns ;  and,  for  the  introduction  of  this 
population — the  exact  time  in  which  it  will  be 
possible  to  introduce  it  I  cannot  say,  nor  can 
I  tell  the  exact  number  which  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  introduce ;  but  we  think  that  it  is  ad- 
lisable  that  stops  should  be  taken  immediately 
to  commence  that  immigration — we  ask,  then, 
for  the  purpose  of  inunigration  the  sum  of 
£300,000.  This  population  which  we  propose 
tointtodace,  and,  m  point  of  fact,  the  wnole 


population  of  the  whole  colony,  ought  to  be 
armed,  and  we  propose  to  ask  the  House  to 
appropriate  £100,000  to  be  expended  in  arms. 
There  will  be  a  variety  of  expenses  incurred  in 
the  location  of  these  immigrants,  and  it  will  be 
necessary,  for  their  employment  and  for  the 
proper  colonization  of  the  country,  that  public 
wous  to  a  considerable  extent  should  be  com- 
menced. Exactly  what  those  works  should  be 
it  is  of  course  impossible  to  sa^ ;  sind  exactly 
the  amount  that  will  be  required  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  them  it  is  equally  impossible  to 
say.  But  we  desire  as  much  as  possible  to 
make  use  of  the  natural  resources  of  this  conn- 
try.  The  settlements  of  Raglan  and  Tauranga 
can  be  approached  by  the  great  highway  of  the 
ocean,  and  Baglan  and  Tauranga  are  on  the 
flanks  of  the  Ngatimaniapoto  country.  The 
rivers  Thames  and  Waipa  run  up  towards  that 
very  country,  and  we  propose  to  locate  these 
settlers  at  proper  positions  upon  those  rivers : 
and  we  propose  also,  in  order  that  there  should 
be  no  delay  in  locating  these  settlers  at  the  very 
earliest  opportunity,  and  maintaining  commu- 
nication with  them,  to  render  these  rivers 
navigable  for  steamers  of  a  light  draught.  We 
believe  this  could  be  done  at  a  very  inconsider- 
able expense — an  expense  very  much  less  than 
would  be  required  to  make  roads  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other ;  and  there  will  be 
this  advantage  connected  with  it,  independently 
of  the  saving  of  money:  that  communication 
can  be  obtained  almost  immediately  with  the 
settlements  that  are  planted,  and  the  settle- 
ments themselves  can  be  planted  in  positions 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  place  them-  if 
the  only  means  of  access  to  them  would  be  by 
roads.  For  these  public  works — roads,  bridges, 
rendering  rivers  navigable,  surveys,  and  general 
expenses  of  location — we  propose  to  ask  the 
House  to  appropriate  £900,000.  We  likewise 
think  it  advisable  that  a  sum  of  money  should 
be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  an 
electric  telegraph  where  it  is  possible  that  an 
electric  telegraph  can  be  constructed  in  this  ' 
country.  It  can  be  constructed  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Middle  Island,  and  carried  by 
submarine  cable  across  Cook  Strait.  We  pro- 
pose that  measures  should  be  taken  almost 
immediately  to  commence  a  work  of  that  kind 
in  conjunction  with  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments of  the  Middle  Island,  who  have  already 
taken  steps  in  the  matter.  And,  though  I  my- 
self have  indicated  a  plan  to  continue  that 
submarine  cable  from  D'Urville's  Island  to  the 
Manukau,  yet,  upon  further  consideration,  we 
think  it  better  not  to  undertake  a  scheme  so 
extensive  as  that  at  present) ;  but  rather  to  wait 
another  year  to  see  if  it  may  not  perhaps- be 
possible  to  continue  the  telegraphic  communi- 
cation from  Cook  Strait  to  other  parts  of  this 
Northern  Island.  It  would  be  impossible,  of 
course,  to  do  it  at  the  present  time ;  but  it  is 
not,  perhaps,  too  wild  a  supposition  to  suppose 
that  it  may  be  practicable  to  oommence  it  in 
another  year.  At  any  rate  we  propose  a  sum  of 
£150,000  to  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing electric  telegraphs;  and  a  further 
sum  of  £50,000  for  a  not  less  useful  work— the 
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oonstraoUon  of  lighthonses  upon  various  parts 
of  the  coast  of  Kew  Zealand.  That  makes  up 
a  total  of  £2,500,000  \7hich  we  shall  ask  the 
House  to  appropriate  for  various  purposes, 
which  I  will  recapitulate :  War  expenditure, 
£1,000,000  ;  immigration,  £300,000  ;  public 
works,  £900,000;  £100,000  for  arms;  electrio 
telegraph,  £150,000  ;  and  lighthouses,  £50,000 : 
maJdng  a  total  of  £2,600,000.  With  reference 
to  the  loan  of  £500,000  of  last  year,  for  which 
we  have  not  yet  received  the  Imperial  guaran- 
tee, we  consider  that  if  that  guarantee  can  be 
now  obtained  upon  the  terms  upon  which  it  was 
offered  to  the  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton 
it  should  be  accepted,  and  that  loan  would  then 
remain  as  it  is.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  find 
that  guarantee  caimot  be  so  obtained,  we  then 
propose  to  absorb  that  loan  in  this  amount, 
thus  making  a  total  of  £3,000,000 ;  and  we  pro- 
pose also  that,  as  this  large  sum  of  money  is 
required  not  only  for  the  pacification  aiid  colo- 
nization of  the  country,  but  also  that  it  willhave, 
as  I  believe,  if  the  plan  is  successful,  the  most 
beneficial  effects  as  regards  the  civilization  and 
general  welfare  of  the  Natives,  we  should  apply 
to  the  Imperial  Oovemment  for  so  much  assist- 
ance, if  they  will  give  it,  as  their  guarantee  to 
this  three  millions  will  afford  to  us.  In  that 
case  the  interest,  of  course,  will  be  4  per  cent. 
Bat,  if  we  are  unable  'to  obtain  this  assistance 
from  the  Imperial  Government — and  we  have 
some  hopes,  at  any  rate,  of  obtaining  it — then 
we  propose  that  the  colony  should  negotiate  the 
loan  upon  its  own  account  at  5  per  cent,  in- 
terest and  1  per  cent,  sinking  fund — making  a 
total  charge  of  6  per  cent.  The  interest  and 
sinking  fund  of  this  loan  will  be,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  course,  charged  upon  the  general 
revenue  of  the  whole  colony;  but  when  the 
lands  in  rebel  districts  are  tMcen  and  sold  the 
loan  itself  will  be  a  first  charge  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  thereof.  Exactly  what  amount 
of  land  will  be  available  it  is  difScult  to  say ; 
but,  if  we  take  all  the  land  that  belongs  to  the 
rebel  natives  in  the  Thames  and  Waikato,  at 
Taranaki,  and  at  Wanganui,  I  think  there  will 
be  nearly — after  locating  the  settlers  upon  it — 
a  balimce  of  something  closely  approaching  to 
two  millions  of  acres.  And  we  consider  <£at, 
although  it  wiU  be  impossible  to  realize  a}>on 
that  all  at  once,  yet  before  very  long  the  pro- 
ceeds of  those  sales  will  repay  the  whole  of  this 
expenditure  that  we  now  ask  the  House  to 
grant.  I  will  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  any  loYiger.  I  feel  that  the  details 
which  I  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  have 
been  excessively  &ry  and  uninteresting,  and  I 
have  to  thank  tiie  Bouse  for  the  very  patient 
attention  it  has  afforded  me.  I  will  now  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
the  following  resolution:  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Oommittee,  the  expense  of  repressing 
the  present  insurrection  in  the  Northern  Island 
and  colonizing  the  rebellious  districts  should  be 
provided  for  l^  loan. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The    House    adjourned   at    half-past   nine 
o'clock  p.m. 

Mr.  Wood 
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Maori  Petition  —  Colonial  Defmoe  —  CastanH  — 
Stewart's  Island— First  Beadings— Waltum  Qoat- 
tion— Amendment  Act»— Select  Committee-^nr 
Zealand  Settlements  Bill— Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chaiz  at  five  o'oloek. 
Fbayebs. 

MAORI  PETITION. 

Mr.  STAFK>BD  asked  leave  to  lay  on  tiw 
table  a  document,  in  the  Maori  language,  which 
had  been  forwarded  to  him  by  a  Mr.  Jackioa. 
He  believed  the  document  was  a  petition  or 
memorial,  but,  not  being  sufficiently  acquajntad 
with  the  Maori  language,  he  could  not  state 
what  subject  it  referred  to.  Other  hondurable 
members  might  possibly  be  able  to  divine  the 
subiect,  and,  if  foimd  necessary,  the  petitioa 
could  then  be  presented  in  the  ordinaiy 
manner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  docniseat 
could  not  be  laid  upon  the  table  on  suchu 
understanding.  It  would  be  very  easy  for  tb* 
honourable  member  to  get  a  friend  to  inform 
him  of  the  nature  of  the  document. 

COLONIAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  R.  ORAHAM  said  he  would  simply  pnt 
the  question  standing  in  his  name — ^aeij, 
to  ask  the  Minister  for  Defence,  If  it  is  the 
intentioQ  of  the  Government  to  afford  any 
protection  to  the  settlers  now  residing  at  Goio- 
mandel,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  cany  oa 
their  usual  avocations?  He  thouf^t  that,  if 
active  operations  were  to  be  commenced  on 
the  Thames,  every  precaution  should  be  taken 
to  protect  the  settlers  from  harm  from  the 
Natives. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  the  Government  had 
offered  to  supply  the  settlers  with  arms  and 
erect  a  stookadie,  or  to  lemove  them  to  town. 
The  settlers  had  not  yet  decided  to  accept  tbeea 
propositions.  The  Government  ware  not  at 
present  prepared  to  locate  a  force  there  to 
protect  the  settlers. 

CUSTOMS. 

Mr.  BRODIE  asked  the  Colonial  Sectctaiy, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  is- 
troduoe  during  the  present  session  a  Bill  to 
amend  "The  Customs  Duties  Act,  185S,"  to 
far  as  it  refers  to  No.  7  of  the  aiticles  eon- 
merated  under  clause  1  of  that  Act  ? 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  had  taken  the  opperts- 
nity  offered  on  Tuesday  night,  when  'rioting 
his  Fintmoial  Statement,  to  show  that  all  ar- 
ticles of  great  need  paid  a  very  modraate  Cus- 
toms duty ;  and  articles  of  luxury  were  taxed 
higher,  but  not  inconveniently  so.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  great  necessity  at  the  pia- 
sent  time  for  altering  the  tariff;  but,  if  the 
honourable  member  asking  the  questioa  ob- 
tained a  strong  expression  of  opinion  from  tiia 
House  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  amead 
the  tariff,  then  the  Qovenunent  would  atteod 
to  it. 
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Vr.  BRODIE  said  be  would  give  notice  of  * 
■eiies  of  resolations  on  the  subject. 

STEWART'S  ISLAND. 

In  .the  absence  of  Mr.  Mantell,  Mr.  OB- 
HUND  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  lay  on 
the  table  of  the  House  a  schedule  of  all  Crown 
grants  of  land  in  Stewart's  Island,  and  of  all, 
u  any,  claims  yet  oi>en  for  investigation  in  that 
island. 

Mr.  FOX  promised  to  give  the  matter  his 
attention. 

PmST  HEADINGS. 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,   Anckland  Waste 
Lands  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

WAITARA  QUES-nON. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  there  be  laid 
on  the  table  copies  of  all  correspondence,  in 
the  year  1848,  between  the  Oovemor-in-Chief, 
the  naval  commanders,  and   Lieatenant-Ck>- 
vemor  Eyre  relative  to  the  return  to  Taranolci 
of  Wiremn  Kingi  te  Rangitake  and  a  section 
of  the  Ngatinwa  Tribe.    He  wanted  the  infor- 
mation for  future  use ;  and  It  was  not  his 
desire  or  intention  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  Waitara  question.     Notwithstanding  the 
very   grave   charges   made    against  Governor 
Browne  and   his   Advisers  in   relation  to  the 
matter,  they  could  well  aCford  to  live  down 
anything  that  could  be  said  in  this  colony, 
where   they  were   known.     But  he  did   not 
pretend    to    be    indifferent    to    the    light   in 
which  their  conduct  might  be  held  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.    It  would  ill  become  him 
to  affect  indifference  to  the  strictures  of  the 
well-eondncted  and  highly-intelligent  Press  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  the  opinions  of  the  many 
persons  of  great  judgment  and  knowledge  who 
from  the  ness  formed  their  impressions.    It 
had  not  been  without  pain  that  be  had  learned, 
irom  documents  and  private  correspondence, 
that  a  very  considerable  amount  of  grave  oen- 
Bore  was  bestowed,  in  many  high  and  influ- 
ential circles,  on  Governor   Browne  and  his 
Ministers  in  reference  to  the  Waitara  and  the 
first  Taranaki  war.    Still,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  he  would  have  taken  any  action  had  it 
not  been  that  the  whole  question  had  been 
bronght  up  in  the  most  unmistakable  manner, 
and  with  the  use  of  language  of  which  it  was 
impossible  not  to  understand  the  meaning,  in 
the   Waitara  papers  presented  to  the  House 
that  session.    There  was  this  remarkable  pecu- 
liarity in  those  papers :  There  was  no  direct 
attempt  to  attack  Governor  Browne  and  his 
Advisers ;  but  there  was  an  attempt  to  shield 
them  from   attack  and  animEidversion  by  an 
assertion  of  belief  that  there  were  new  facts 
connected  with  the  Waitara  case,  which  being 
unknown  to  Governor  Browne  and  his  Advisers 
rendered  their  conduct  less  censurable  than — 
as  by  direct  inference   from  the  more  impor- 
tant papers  would  appear — it  would  have  been 
had   they   been  in  possession  of  those  facts. 
Nothing  would  have  been  easier  than  for  Go- 
vernor Browne  and  his  Advisers  to  have  sheltered 
themselves  tmder  thi^  statement  of  new  facts ; 
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but  they  had  no  desire  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind.  Governor  Browne  had  not,  nor  had  any 
one  of  his  Advisers,  been  able  to  find  in  the 
papers  any  material  new  facts  the  knowledge 
of  which  would  have  materially  affected  the 
action  they  took  in  1860-61.  He  was  able  to 
make  i;his  statement  as  the  result  of  a  series  of 
isolated  circuntstances — not  as  the  result  of 
Governor  Browne  and  his  Advisers  sitting  down 
together  and  discussing  the  matter.  He  believed 
that  he  was  the  first  of  the  Ministry  of  Governor 
Browne  to  see  the  papers.  He  got  a  rough 
proof  about  six  weeks  ago.  He  read  it  hastily ; 
and,  seeing  that  it  concerned  Governor  Browne's 
reputation  for  integrity  and  judgment,  he 
mounted  his  horse,  £ough  it  was  late  at  night, 
and  managed  to  post  the  same  proof  to  Governor 
Browne  in  time  for  the  next  morning's  mail. 
He  did  not  accompany  it  with  any  expression 
of  opinion — indeed  he  had  no  time  to  do  so ; 
but  he  simply  enclosed  a  note  of  three  lines 
stating  what  he  had  forwarded.  Judge  Rich- 
mond and  Mr.  Weld  were  similarly  supplied ; 
and  he  was  informed  that  another  colleague 
sent  a  copy  of  the  papers  to  Mr.  Tancred.  The 
most  conclusive  result  followed.  Five  gentle- 
men intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole 
transaction,  and  affected  by  it,  perusing  those 
papers  apart,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  were  no  material  new  facts  whatsoever 
that  would  in  any  way  have  affected  their 
opinions.  So  strongly  did  one  member  of  the 
late  Ministry  feel  the  grave  nature  of  the 
charges  made  in  the  papers — so  strongly  was  he 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  for  a  iTudge 
to  hold  his  position  after  such  charges  without 
courting  the  broadest  and  strictest  inquiry — 
that  Judge  Richmond,  after  reading  the  papers, 
wrote  to  His  Excellency  requesting  that  he 
would  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  his  earnest  demand  for  the  fullest, 
strictest,  and  most  searching  investigation,  and 
more  especially  into  his  own  conduct  in  the 
matter.  And  Judge  Richmond  had  further 
asked  him  (Mr.  Stafford)  to  make  known  to  the 
House  the  course  taken,  believing  that,  hcid  he 
not  taken  it,  he  would  have  allowed  the  possi- 
bility of  imputations  being  cast  on  the  cha- 
racter of  a  Judge  of  the  highest  Court  in  the 
colony,  such  as  all  who  knew  Judge  Richmond 
would  be  satisfied  he  would  never  consent  to 
allow.  He  most  strongly  shared  the  opinion  of 
Jndge  Richmond  aa  to  the  many  more  than 
inferential  chsirges  contained  in  the  papers — 
for,  without  the  finger  being  placed  on  a  single 
fact  as  incorrect,  there  was  a  circumambient 
air  of  mystery  flung  around  the  whole,  leading 
an  intelligent  reader  to  a  conclusion  which  he 
could  scarcely  avoid,  without  anything  definite 
being  said  on  which  a  demand  for  an  inquiry 
could  be  based — and  he  had,  acting  on  a  sng- 

festion  made  by  Judge  Richmond,  waited  upon 
[is  Excellency  and  informed  him  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  character  of  the  letter  sent  by 
Jndge  Richmond,  and  adding,  for  himself,  that 
it  was  his  intention,  when  he  could  see  the  op- 
portunity, to  take  such  means  as  he  considered 
most  fitting  to  secure  a  most  indisputably 
searching  investigation.    It  would  be  very  easy 
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for  the  House  to  pass  a  Bill  to  appoint  a  Com- 
misaioa  to  inquire  not  only  into  the  Waitaia 
question,  but  into  the  conduct  of  the  two  Go- 
vernors and  two  iMinistries  who  were  involved, 
lt>ut  for  this  difficulty  :  that  he  believed  every 
jnon  in  the  colony  who  would  be  suggested  by 
Ids  fitness  to  form  one  of  that  Cominission  was  so 
implicated  on  one  side  or  the  other,  by  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  that  be  (Mr.  Stafford)  doubted 
if  such  an  investigation  would  be  considered 
satisfactory  either  in  the  colony  or  out  of  it.    It 
would  perhaps  be  competent  for  the  Queen  to 
appoint  a  Commission,  on  the  condition  that 
none  of  its  members  should  have  been  in  the 
colony  for  a  certain  length  of  time ;  and  the 
only  objection  he  saw  to  that  course  was  the 
one  of  expense.    He  believed  that  most  of  the 
members  of  the  House  were  sick  of  the  Wai- 
tara ;  he  knew  he  was.    He  refused  to  have  to 
do  with  anything  that  might  connect  it  with 
(he  relation  of  the  Natives  to  the  war.    It  was 
nothing  but  an  episode — a  remarkable  episode, 
it  mi^t  be ;  but  the  present  position  of  the 
Government    and    the    settlers  towskrds   the 
INatives  no  more  depended  upon  what  took 
place  at  the  Waitora  than  if  no  such  question 
as  that  of  the  Waitara  had  ever  been  heard 
of.    That  it  might  have  accelerated  and  aggra- 
vated matters  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit, 
for  he  believed  it  did.    Had  it  not  been  for  the 
character  of  many  of  the  statements  in  the 
papers — which,  being  laid  on  the  table,  inevit- 
ably attracted  the  attention  of  every  member  of 
the  House,  and  of  the  public  Press — he  should 
not  have  originated  a  discussion ;  but  under 
the  circumstances  it  would  be  neither  right 
nor  seemly  that  those  intimately  connected 
with  the  transaction  should  appear  to  shrink 
from  inquiry.    If  the  Legislature  did  not  think 
it  fit  to  cause  inquiry,  let  it  not  hereafter  be 
said  tiiat  investigation  had  been  shirked  by 
those  concerned,  nor  let  it  be  assumed  that 
any  of  the  charges  made  were  proved  or  ad- 
mitted.   When  he  said  that  he  and  his  late 
colleagues  denied  that   there  were  any  new 
facts  in  the  case,  he  desired  distinctly  to  re- 
Btriot  himself  to  what  was  contained  in  the 
papers;   because   within   the  last  forty-eight 
Lours  he  had  been  informed,  b^  a  very  high 
authority,  whom  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  name, 
that  there  was  reason  to  believe   that  there 
were  considerable  errors  in  the  translation  of 
some  of  William  King's  letters  to  the  Governor 
and  Archdeacon  Hadfield.    He  was  told  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  recent  information,  and  it 
was  a  pity,  if  the  fact  was  as  stated,  that  there 
should  be  a  moment's  delay  in  putting  before 
the  House  correct  translations.    But  be  denied 
that  anything  of  this  was  known  at  the  time 
■Governor  Browne  issued  his  Proclamation  re- 
specting the  purchase  of  the  Waitara  Block, 
as  he  also  denied  that  there  was  any  allusion 
to  the  fact  in  the  papers.     He  would  now 
simply  move  for  the  papers  named  in  the  reso- 
lution. 
The  motion  having  been  seconded, 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  presumed  he 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  the  course  taken 
on  the  present  occasion,  or  of  the  foiltixe  to 
Mr.  Stafford 


observe  that  courtesy  which  was  oomnuady 
practised  in  the  conduct  of  parliamentu; 
business.  He  hod  no  right  to  expect  that  tiie 
honourable  member  would  give  to  a  member 
of  the  late  Ministry  any  information,  beyosd 
the  bare  notice  required,  of  the  tenor  of  the 
discussion  likely  to  be  raised.  He  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  rise  to  answer  the  state- 
ments of  the  honourable  member  while  vhollf 
unprepared  to  do  so.  It  was  imder  the  influ- 
ence of  feelings  of  a  very  mixed  ehaiacter  iiai 
he  had  heard  the  statements  of  the  honoaiihle 
member.  After  the  manner  of  those  sute. 
ments,  and  the  way  in  which  the  speech  <i  (be 
honourable  member  for  KUesmere  was  recently 
received  by  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bdl) 
could  not  rise  with  other  than  a  heavy  heart 
to  address  the  House  on  that  which  had  beoi, 
and  must  remain,  in  the  history  of  the  cokoT 
a  question  of  very  great  importance.  He  feU 
bound,  however,  to  attempt  to  put  the  Eosse 
in  possession  of  the  circumstances  onds 
which  the  members  of  the  late  MinistoypR- 
sent  with  the  Governor  at  Waitaa  eti 
acted;  although  in  doing  eo  he  must,  with  all 
deference  to  the  position  which  the  hoDonnUe 
member  for  Kelson  City  had  al wap  held  in  tbe 
House,  maintain  that  it  was  not  right,  not  bit, 
not  even  reasonable  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, to  assert  that  neither  Colonel  Brovnia  sot 
any  of  his  late  Ministers  rect^nized  in  the 
papers  the  existence  of  any  new  facts,  witbont 
afiording  the  slightest  information  a*  to  bo* 
they  were  brought  out,  or  {^  to  the  gtonnds 
upon  which  the  statements  made  at  the  Wii- 
tara  were  based. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  had  most  aprestlj 
limited  his  observations  to  what  appeaiedintbe 
papers. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  conceived  tbat  tbe 
honourable  member  was  bound  to  have  shoM 
how  the  statements  in  the  papers  were  inenx 
The  principle  of  parliamentary  goveniiBaB 
undoubtedly  gave  to  private  members  a  luge 
amount  of  discretion  as  to  the  manner  inviiiti 
they  should  criticise  the  acts  of  any  Gona- 
ment ;  but  it  did  not  allow  them  to  deny  facii 
alleged  to  be  true  by  a  Ministry,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  to  take  no  steps  whatever  to  sfao* 
where  the  alleged  facts  were  in  error.  Deeply 
as  he  regretted  that  there  should  have  been  any 
present  necessity  for  this  discussion— tbat  he 
should  have  to  rise  of  a  sndden  and  try  to 
recall  to  memory  circumstances,  and  date^ 
and  allegations,  and  interviews — yet  he  mnS 
deeply  of  all  regretted  the  way  in  -which  the 
discussion  had  been  brought  on ;  becaoae  Ok 
name  of  Colonel  Browne  would  ever  ba  to  him 
an  honoured  name,  and  the  memory  of  the 
Colonel's  administration  would  ever  be  honooi^ 
by  him ;  he  hod  possessed,  and  still  enjoyed- 
the  Colonel's  personal  friendship.  He  aseitei 
that  Colonel  Browne's  character  was  not  any- 
thing to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  chanee 
debate,  brought  on  without  the  smallest  notice, 
and  wholly  unexpected,  as  he  believed,  by  mT" 
one  but  the  honourable  member  himselt  He 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  would  undertake  to  show  t« 
things ;  tiiat  tbe  circumstances  recorded  in  the 
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papen  as  new  were  new — tiiat  Qiey  had  never 
been  made  the  subject  of  discussion  in  that 
Bouse — ^that  they  were  new  to  the  Duke  o{ 
Kewcastle ;  and  also  that  in  no  way,  not  in 
a  (ingle  tittle,  had  the  members  of  the  late 
Hinistry  abandoned  the  position  which  they 
took  up  as  individual  members  when  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  under  disoossion.  li  he  failed 
to  show  these  things  to  the  satiisfaction  of  the 
House  he  would  admit  that  the  course  which 
his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Domett)  and  him- 
self took  was  not  justified  and  not  right ;  nay, 
he  was  willing  to  stake  his  charskcter  and  posi- 
-tion  as  a  public  man  on  tiie  decision  of  the 
majority  of  the  House  as  to  whether  he  had 
butiifnlly  or  unfaithfully  administered  the 
trust  put  into  his  hands ;  and,  if  he  failed  in 
his  proof  on  the  two  points,  he  would  not  only 
-admit  that  be  had  made  one  of  the  greatest 
«rrors  in  policy  ever  committed,  bat  that  he 
was  utterly  unfit  to  take  part  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  afiairs.  There  were  three 
<3ircainstance8  which  appeared  to  the  Ministers 
who  were  at  Taranaki  m  April  of  the  present 
jrear  to  be  new.  IJet  it  be  remembered  neither 
Hr.  Domett  nor  himself  ever  went  further  than 
to  say  that  those  facts  were  alleged  to  be  true  : 
they  never  pretended  that  there  had  been  an 
investigation  into  the  Waitara  title — that  that 
'which  was  promised  by  the  engagement  of  the 
29th  November,  1860,  and  promised  again  in 
March,  1861 — that  that  which  was  expected 
on  the  promise  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  and  the  sblenm  engagement  of  the 
Governor  had  been  fulfilled.  It  must  be  most 
distinctly  understood  that  he  did  not  pretend 
to  give  any  authority  whatever  for  the  oircum- 
-stanoes  stated  to  be  new,  beyond  the  allegations 
of  those  most  interested  in  the  sale  of  the 
Waitara  Block.  He  would  not  for  a  moment 
.admit  that  a  Ministry,  or  any  member  of  it, 
or  of  the  House  was  to  seek  for  authoritative 
statements  as  to  the  Waitara  in  pamphlets, 
newspaper  articles,  or  inflammatory  statements, 
whether  published  or  made  in  this  colony,  in 
Sydney,  or  in  England.  If  it  should  be  alleged 
that  the  circumstances  alleged  to  be  true  were 
Jmown  to  the  Ministers  of  Colonel  Browne,  he 
must  express  great  regret  that  they  were  not 
At  that  time  made  known  to  the  House.  What 
were  the  three  circumstances?  The  first, 
made  by  Taylor  in  a  conversation  with  himself 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  at  New  Plymouth,  and  sub- 
sequently repeated  in  a  written  statement, 
signed  by  Taylor  (Te  Teira)  and  other  members 
of  the  tribe,  was,  that  when  the  Ngatiawa  people 
oame'  up  bom  the  Waikanae,  in  1848,  it  was 
agreed,  by  a  tribal  arrangement,  that  William 
King  and  his  people  should  occu^  the  pas  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Waitara.  lliat  was  not 
known — at  least,  he  defied  any  one  to  show  that 
it  was  stated  to  the  House,  in  1860.  What  was 
said,  half  a  dozen  times  over,  wtw  that  the 
settlement  of  William  King's  people  there  took 

flace  by  the  permission  of  Tamati  Raru, 
aylor's  father.  He  believed  —  he  was  sure 
that  others  believed — that  William  King  had 
no  other  claim  than  arose  out  of  that  permis- 
.«ioB.  He  knew  that,  in  a  report  from  Mr.  Parris, 


dated  July,  1860,  and  which  came  to  the  House 
immediately  before  the  Waitara  discussion,  it 
was  stated  that  William  King  sought  that  per- 
mission because  it  had  been  decided  that  it 
would  be  safer  to  live  on  the  south  bank.  Now, 
it  was  entirely  new,  if  the  Ubdt  was  true,  that  it 
was  not  by  the  permission  of  Tamati  Bam,  not 
at  the  request  of  William  King,  who  appeared 
to  have  intended  to  have  stopped  on  the  north 
bank,  but  that  the  request  to  come  over  to  the 
south  was  made  by  Parata  te  Hula  and 
Iharaira  Te-Tuke — the  latter  well  known  to  be 
engaged  in  most  of  the  land  settlements  in  New 
Plymouth — specially  in  order  that  they  might 
live  together,  and  that  Puketapu  might  be  near 
in  case  of  a  visit  from  the  Waikatos.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  say  that  the  two  statements  did 
not  shade  very  closely.  But  in  one  case  the 
occupation  would  be  for  the  cofivenience  of 
King  and  his  people,  and  there  would  be 
nothing  like  tribal  right ;  while  in  the  other, 
being  for  the  purposes  of  tribal  convenience, 
and  as  the  result  of  genertJ  agreement,  there 
would  be  given  to  the  occupation  that  tribal 
right  which  everybody  denied  to  exist  in  1860. 
He  beUeved  that  the  more  it  was  investigated 
the  more  clearly  it  would  be  shown  that  the 
Ngatiawas  had  the  proprietary  right  and  title 
to  the  greater  portion  of  the: land,  and  might 
sell  it;  that  Taylor  and  his  family  had  the 
right  to  sell  most  of  it ;  and  that  the  war  was 
never  made  on  the  question  of  William  King's 
right,  tribal  or  otherwise,  but  solely  on  the 
general  question  whether  any  land  should  be 
sold  to  the  pakeha  or  not.  But  it  did  appear  to 
Mr.  Domett  and  himself  that  the  result  of  such 
an  arrangement  as  was  alleged  altered  the  title 
of  William  King  to  the  portions  of  land  within 
the  pas;  and  they  felt  that  if  the  circum- 
stances had  been  known  to  the  Government 
they  would  have  refrained  from  buying  that 
particular  site.  It  seemed  to  him  extraordi^ 
nary  that  surprise  should  be  felt  that  circum- 
stances should  transpire  which  did  not  plainly 
appear  in  1860.  One  cardinal  point  in  the  ori- 
ginal sale,  and  in  every  subsequent  discussion, 
was  that  the  right  of  every  individual  who  had 
a  claim  in  the  block  should  be  saved ;  and  if, 
instead  of  the  general  agreement  alleged  by 
Taylor,  it  had  turned  out  that  there  were 
numerous  proprietary  claims  in  the  block,  it 
would  have  caused  him  no  surprise,  although  it 
would  have  been  new.  Indeed,  he  distinctly 
warned  the  House  in  1860  that  he  believed 
such  claims  did  exist.  Supposing  Taylor  had 
admitted  that  there  were  suon  claims,  and  that 
he  owned  only  a  small  portion  of  the  block,  it 
would  have  in  no  degree  altered  the  position 
taken  by  the  House  in  1860,  or  the  position  of 
Colonel  Brovme.  As  to  the  Natives,  there  was 
the  promise  then  made  and  afterwards  re- 
peated that  any  rightful  claim  to  land  in  the 
block  should  be  respected.  If  Taylor's  state- 
ment was  true  °  as  to  the  agreement  under 
which  the  Ngatiawas  took  up  their  position,  it 
would  only  have  been  right  that  the  site  of  the 
pas  should  have  been  excluded  from  the  pur- 
chase from  Taylor.  It  had  all  along  been  said 
that  this  purohaso  was  not  the  initiation  of  ib 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8S6 


Waitara  Qtiestion, 


[HOUSE.]       Waitara  Question.       [Nov.  U 


new  policy,  bnt  was  the  same  as  had  been 
pursued  throughout  in  Taranaki ;  but  he  said 
that  it  would  have  been  an  entirely  new  policy, 
U  it  was  true  that  a  number  of  people  hcid 
agreed  to  live  together  for  mutual  defence,  to 
declare  that  one  section  of  them  should  be 
ousted  by  a  purchase  for  the  Crown,  He  was 
aware  that  Taylor  said  that  the  agreement  was 
that  William  King  and  his  people  should  only 
occupy  the  land  for  three  years ;  but  that  was 
a  new  fact,  if  true,  and  he  should  be  surprised 
if  those  words — "  three  years  " — could  be  found 
in  any  public  document.     But  King  had  occu- 

Sied  the  land  twelve  years,  and  it  seemed  to 
im  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  that,  even  if  the  state- 
ment as  to  three  years  was  true,  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  Government  to  step  in  and 
enforce  the.  original  agreement,  which  had 
clearly  been  foregone.  Had  Taylor,  when  he 
made  the  original  offer,  in  March,  1859,  said, 
"  I  warn  you  that  there  are  people  living  on 
the  land  under  a'  general  tribu  agreement,"  it 
must  have  become  a  cs^e  of  disputed  title,  and, 
according  to  Colonel  Browne's  own  statement, 
would  have  prevented  the  purchase.  If  Colonel 
Browne,  or  Mr.  McLean,  or  Mr.  Bichmond  had 
]cnown  such  a  state  of  things  to  exist,  it  must 
require  a  great  amount  of  self-reliance  on  the 
put  of  amy  honourable  member  to  assert  that 
any  one  of  them  would  have  proceeded  with 
the  purchase  and  the  consequent  eviction  of 
the  people.  The  very  first  thing  Colonel 
Browne  would  have  done,  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  to  exclude  the  parti- 
cular piece  of  land  from  the  purchase.  It 
might  be  said  that  King's  right  was  forfeited  by 
rebellion,  and  ho  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  would  admit 
it ;  but,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  as  now 
stated — which,  if  possessed  by  the  Government, 
ought  to  have  been  laid  before  the  House — the 
Bqrvey  of  those  particular  pieces  of  land  ought 
never  to  have  been  attempted.  For  himself, 
be  would  declare  upon  his  honour — and  he 
believed  no  man  had  taken  more  pains  than  he 
had  in  the  examination  of  documents — that 
that  circumstance  of  a  tribal  arrangement  was 
perfectly  new  to  him.  He  said  more :  had  he 
been  in  possession  of  the  fact  and  not  brought 
it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor  and  con- 
sulted with  the  Colonial  Seoretsjy  upon  it,  he 
should  have  been  unworthy,  not  merely  of  the 
confidence  of  the  House,  but  of  association 
with  gentlemen.  Nor  would  he  ever  believe 
that  the  fact  of  there  being  such  a  tribal  ar- 
rangement was,  in  18S9,  within  the  knowledge 
of  Colonel  Browne,  Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  Rich- 
mond, or  Mr.  McLean.  For  himself,  as  soon 
as  the  statement  was  made  to  him  he  brought 
it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  as  an 
alleged  fact.  The  second  new  point  was,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  sale  there  were  between  two 
and  three  hundred  people  living  on  the  land. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — "  Occupying." 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  forgot  the  exact 
term  .used  in  the  minute,  but  it  was  a  perfectly 
new  fact  to  him,  and  it  was  new  also  to  the 
honourable  member  his  late  colleague  (Mr. 
Domett).  If  there  was  one  man  in  the  House 
whose  word  would  be  taken  on  such  a  point — 
Mr  JHUonSell 


bom  the  simplicity  of  his  character,  and  hit 
perfect  truthfulness  in  every  transaction  ia 
which  he  had  been  engaged  —  it  was  Hi. 
Domett.  He  alleged  that  the  fact,  if  true,  m. 
new  to  himself,  and  therefors  must  have  been 
new  to  Mr.  Domett.  The  Governor  wrote  ts 
Mr.  Domett  that  it  was  admitted  to  him  by 
Mr.  Farris  that  there  were  between  two  sad 
three  hundred  people  living  on  the  luid. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  land  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  BELIi.— The  land  which  Uis 
Government  paid  for,  and  none  othet— liiing 
upon  the  block. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Within  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  Mr.  Bates,  aotiog 
wholly  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  west 
amongst  the  chiefs  as  he  pleased,  and  he  mada 
a  report,  which  the  Governor  showed  to  bin 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell).  He  replied,  "It  is  qoite 
contrary  to  what  I  have  heard ;  I  d<mt  be- 
lieve it  is  true."  He  afterwards  forwarded  v 
minute,  with  a  statement  by  Mr.  P&nis  ap- 
pended. But  the  Governor  said  iiaX  ths 
question  had  not  been  nnderstood — that  it  wi» 
perfectly  clear  that  William  King  and  man 
than  two  hundred  people  of  his  following  bal 
buildings  and  valuable  cultivations  onttielaiid, 
had  been  in  the  occupation  of  it  twelve  yeats, 
and  many  of  them  asserted  claims  to  the  land. 
Assuming  this  to  be  true,  the  question  wat^ 
whether  it  was  right  to  do  anything,  when  tbej 
were  suddenly  met  by  an  admission  by  Ur. 
Farris  that  such  was  the  case.  Was  the  fact  d 
these  two  or  three  hundred  people  being  on  tb* 
land  new  or  not  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Not  new. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Not  new?  Well.it 
might  not  be  true ;  but  it  was  new  to  Ut. 
Domett  and  himself,  and  they  were  boond  to 
believe  it  true,  because  of  the  memoimndmn 
from  the  Governor  and  the  admission  d  lb. 
Farris.  Even  if  any  one  would  get  up  and  saj, 
"  With  the  question  of  tribal  right  we  will  ban 
nothing  to  do;  about  mana  we  will  not  botha: 
as  to  the  right  of  the  Ngatiawas,  that  ii  not 
binding,"  still  the  point  would  not  have  bees 
reached — there  were  the  two  or  three  bundled 
people  whom,  when  once  the  land  was  bon^ 
the  Government  would  be  bound  to  evict  Be 
believed  that  Colonel  Browne  wonld,  if  pos- 
sible, and  that  the  honourable  member  bt 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford)  would  at  once,  my, 
"  It  may  be  true,  but  I  did  not  know  it." 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Certainly  I  wilL 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Very  well,  if  it  wi 
true,  it  was  new ;  and  that  was  all  h«  (lb- 
Dillon  Bell)  had  ever  contended  for.  It 
anybody  could  have  dar^  to  make  tbe 
statement  before  the  purchase,  the  reply  mn* 
have  been,  instantaneooaly,  "We  can  ban 
no  right  to  take  this  land."  It  wooU 
not  do  to  blow  hot  and  cold  with  r^rd  to 
Taylor.  He  must  be  accepted  as  an  honeii 
man  or  as  a  dishonest  one ;  his  statemat 
should  be  believed  altogether  or  not  at  aO. 
Well,  was  this  true  ? — 

"  At  the  termination  uf  the  war  Govemot 
Browne  went  away;  but  he  told  Mr.  Pattii 
that  Governor  Grey  would  pay  the  balance  doa 
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te  that  ineoe ;  but  that,  if  Govemor  Grey-  wm 
in  Rnglanii  [not  ooming  here]^  he  (Ooveznor 
Bzowne)  wonld  pay  the  balance.  -  In  this  aiz  or 
aeven  himdied  aores,  two  hnndred  aorea  were 
^ven  back  to  us.     Oovemor  Browne  did  not 
say  that  these  two  hundred  aores  were  for 
William  King,  bat  for  uB.     Governor  Browne 
«aid  that  the  two  hnndred  acres  within  my 
piece  ahonld  be  seonred  to  ns  by  Crown  grant." 
Well,  they  had,  at  first,  the  assertion  of  Mr. 
Parris  that  be  never  heard  of  any  snob  reserve, 
bnt  that  certainly  there  would  be  a  reserve  in  a 
township  that  was  to  be  laid  off.     Was  Taylor 
to  be  believed  in  the  whole  statement?     Thtan 
it  was  true  that  a  reserve  was  pzoclt^ed'^   He 
(Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  did  not  believe  it,  and  he  said 
to  Taylor, "  If  there  was  to  be  a  reserve,  why  did 
^oa  sdlow  the  two  hundred  acres  to  be  inoladed 
in  the  survey  ?    Yon  had  no  right,  in  1659,  to 
sell  all  the  land  within  these  boundaries,  and  to 
come  now  and  talk  about  a  reserve,  after  yon 
have  been  paid."  On  speaking  to  him,  Mr.  Farris, 
-admitted   that   Taylor  had  constantly  been 
addng  to  have  the  Hnrirapa  bonndfuries  set 
-off ;  but  it  was  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  Dillon 
Bell)  had  ever  heard  of  any  reserve  under  a 
Crown  grant  for  Taylor.  He  would  not  dwell  upon 
'the  non-payment  of  the  whole  of  the  pnrchase- 
nicaiey,  although  it  was  certainly  unknown  to 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Domett),  to  the  Governor, 
■and  to  members  of  the  House  who  possessed 
-oonsiderable  information.     But  he  maintained 
that  he  had  proved  that   there    were   three 
things  that  were  never  stated-in  the  House  by 
the  Government,  and  that  did  not  appear  in  any 
ofBoial  papers.    (1.)  That  there  was  a  tribal 
-arrangement  existing,  by  which  William  King's 
people  occupied  the  land  at  the  Kuikui  Fa — 
that  the  land  was  not  occuiaed  by  them  in 
consequence  of  any  pron^e  made  by  Tamati 
Bam,  but  in  consequence  of  a  determination 
-of  the  chiefs,  come  to  on  grounds  of  public 
-security,  whereby  a  tribal  right  was  given  over 
the  particular  portions  of  land  covered  by  the 
pas.     (2.)   That  it  was  never  stated  in  any 
paper  laid  before  the  House,  nor  in  an^  speech, 
nor  in  any  other  manner  that  could  give  infor- 
mation to  members,  that  more  than  two  hun- 
dred people  were  living  on  the  lands.    (3.)  That 
there  was  a  c^uestion  of  a  reserve,  admitted  by 
the  Commissioner,  as  to  the  Hnrirapa  Fa,  and 
which  had  never   been  made  known  to  the 
House  or  settled  by  the  Government,     Let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  point  of  departure  for 
aU  this  information  was  that  day — the  29th 
November,  1859 — on  which  the  transaction  was 
closed  between  the  Government  and  Taylor. 
It  was  useless  for  honourable  members   to 
plead  any  knowledge  which  came    to    them 
alter  the  war  had  commenced ;  because  every 
just  and  every  candid  man  must  admit  that 
everything  antagonistic  to  Taylor's  right  to  sell 
ihe  whole  piece  of  land  known  at  the  time 
ought  to  have  been  stated  anterior  to  the  29th 
Kovember,  and    that,   if   not  known  at   the 
time,  after-knowledge  could  in  no  way  alter 
tbe  position  assumed  by  Colonel  Browne  be- 
tween March,  when  the  offer  was  mivde,  and 
-November.    When  Colonel  Browne— w,  xathet, 


William  King— went  to  war,  all  that  f  oHmracI 
was  a  matter  of  course.  He  rested  his  defenoa 
on  the  ground  that  none  of  the  three  alleged 
facts  were  known  to  Colonel  Browne  between 
March  and  November.  It  was  no  use  to  talk 
about  pamphlets  or  speeoheg.  There  was  one 
impartial  tribunal  by  whom  all  the  facts  had 
to  DO  reviewed — he  meant  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies — and  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle evidently  thought  the  three  facts  to  be 
as  new  as  he  fMr.  Dillon  Bell)  did.  The 
honourable  memoer  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford)  said  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  alleged 
new  facts  which  was  new  to  him,  or  which, 
if  known  to  him  at  the  time,  would  in  any 
way  have  influenced  the  course  which  he  and 
Colonel  Browne  took. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Well,  that  was  not 
the  view  of  the  Imperial  Government,  not 
did  he  suppose  that  any  argument  could  affect 
the  position  which  he  and  Mr.  Domett  had 
assumed,  and  which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
now  assumed,  that,  if  those  alleged  facts  had 
been  known  to  be  true  before  the  purchase  was 
commenced,  there  would  have  been  no  justifi- 
cation for  carnring  it  through.  They  might 
wrangle  as  much  as  they  liked  upon  the  pomt, 
but  £ey  must,  Skfter  all,  be  convmoed  that 'the 
Duke  of  Newcastle's  Judgment  was  a  fair  and 
perfectly  just  one.     But  a  far  more  important 

gnestion — as  to  the  character  of  public  men 
ere,  and  as  to  everything  that  tended  to  the 
honour  or  dishonour  of  the  colony — was  raised 
by  the  Waitara  papers — namely,  the  justioa 
and  honour  of  the  coursa^ taken  in  reference  to 
the  war.  Neither  Mr.  Domett  nor  himself  had 
retracted  or  would  now  retract  one  iota  of  the 
statements  made  in  1860.  They  said  then,  and 
he  said  now,  that  the  justice  of  the  war  of  1860 
did  not,  and  never  did,  rest  on  the  justice  of 
Taylor's  title.  If  it  had  been  proved  in  1860 
by  investigation,  or  if  it  should  be  proved  on 
the  investigation  which  must  now  take,  place, 
that  Taylor,  instead  of  having  a  title  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  land,  had  not  a  title,  of  ri^t, 
to  any,  it  would  never  make,  in  his  opiiuon, 
any  difierenoe  as  to  whether  the  war  was  just 
or  unjust.  He  said  in  1860,  and  would  repeat 
now,  that  he  expected  those  then  in  arms 
against  us  would  show  a  good  title  to  some  of 
the  block.  He  believed  it  to  be  quite  true  that 
the  question  of  how  much  or  how  little  of  the 
block  beldnged  to  Taylor  was  one  to  have  been 
settled  by  survey,  and  that  King's  resistance  to 
the  survey  justified  Colonel  Browne  in  canyinK 
it  on  by  force.  It  never  for  a  moment  occurred 
to  him  that  anybody  could  suppose  that  ques- 
tions as  to  the  title  to  parts  of  the  block  could 
alter  his  convictions  as  to  the  justice  of  the  war ; 
nor  would  he  have  alluded  to  it  now  had  it  not 
been  that  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  from 
the  Fress  of  all  shades  of  poUtics,  one  general 
execration  had  been  indulged  in  as  to  the  sur- 
render of  the  block — as  though  that  act  involved 
a  surrender  of  the  opinion  he  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  had  m  1860  as  to  tne  justice 
of  the  war.  They  were  contented  to  bear,  foe 
the  months  that  had  elapsed  before  the  House 
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net,  that  kind  of  abuse  which  jpnblio  men  mnst 
llynyt  receive  from  a  Press  misinformed  as  to 
tiieir  motives,  and  aotnated  only  by  strong  and 
personal  malice — he  meant  snch  accusations  as 
ihose  of  treachery  to  their  party,  to  Colonel 
Browne,  and  so  on.  Any  one  who  would  read 
the  minutes  exchanged  between  the  Governor 
and  them  (the  late  Ministry)  at  Taranaki 
most  admit,  unless  swayed-  by  party  feelings, 
that  the  landmarks  of  their  party  set  up  in 
1860 — namely,  that  the  cause  of  war  did  not 
•rise  on  Taylor's  title ;  that,  whether  there  were 
one  or  a  hundred  after-proofs  of  right,  they 
formed  no  justification  of  King  in  resisting 
the  survey  by  force  of  arms — that  those  land- 
marks were  maintained  and  adhered  to  at  the 
present  day.  If  it  could  have  been  possible 
that  they  could  have  allowed  any  consideration 
of  circumstances  that  came  before  them — not 
touching  on  the  justice  of  the  war — to  have 
swayed  them,  in  the  absence  of  the  Assembly, 
to  the  expression  of  opinions  adverse  to  those 
they  held  in  1860,  then  they  would  have  been 
Kuifty  of  treachery  to  their  party  and  to  Colonel 
Browne.  But  the^  did  their  duty  to  their  parly, 
and  to  the  convictions  they  then  and  still 
maintained,  and  they  only  yielded  to  the  pres- 
sure brought  upon  them  by  the  Governor,  not 
in  consequence  of  agreement  with  the  views 
advocated  in  His  Excellency's  despatch  as  to  a 
great  crime  a^nst  William  King,  but  because 
viey  believed  it  was  of  the  highest  consequence 
to  the  interest  of  the  counti?  that  no  new  con- 
iliot  should  take  place  at  Waitara,  no  new  dis- 
OMsion  on  the  ground  of  the  old  battle-field. 
H  the^  had  not  yielded  to  that  renewed  pres- 
sure— if  they  had  said,  "  We  will  not  in  any 
tray  consent  to  the  surrender," — (hat  would 
have  laid  it  open  to  the  whole  of  those  arrayed 
against  the  Government  in  1860,  and  to  the 
Whole  hostile  Press  in  England,  to  have  said, 
"If  vou  had  surrendered  the  Waitara  there 
irould  have  been  no  war.  If  you  had  only  done 
what  the  Governor  said  was  just  and  necessary, 
yon  would  have  been  spared  all  those  murders  ; 
there  would  have  been  no  innocent  blood  of 
children  spilled;  you  would  have  avoided  the 
great  losses  entailed  upon  the  people  in  the 
Nortii,  and  that  must  be  entaued  upon  the 
Whole  country :  all  this  vou  would  have 
mroided  had  you  listened  to  the  voice  of  justice 
and  mercy  raised  by  the  Governor."  They 
-tr&ited  for  the  time  when  there  would  be  a 
jnster  criticism  and  a  more  liberal  interpreta- 
'tion  of  their  motives ;  when  it  would  be  be- 
lieved that,  bred  as  they  had  been  in  the 
-•enrice  of  the  conntrv,  they  were  incapable  of 
Iwing  swayed  by  anything  but  a  high  sense  of 
duty  at  a  time  like  that ;  they  waited  for  that 
ioater  appreciation  not  only  of  their  motivea, 
■bat  of  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
'Which  would  give  them  a  hold  upon  the  joster 
•judgment  of  a  future  time.  For  himself,  while 
ne  would  be  ready  to  Usten  to  any  claim  of  pro- 
-ptietory  rights,  and  to  give  to  William  King 
■or  any  one  else  who  oooJd  prove  title  the  ut- 
inost  liberality  of  interjaretatiODi  and  while  he 
Would  gladly  be  the  means  d  putting  an  end 
^  tile  dissensions  amongst  Ae  Ngatiawa  Iribe, 
Mr.DiOmBiU 


he  had  not  altered,  and  he  did  not  believe  he 
ever  should  alter,  his  convictions  as  to  the 
course  which  Governor  Browne jnusQed.  Tliem 
was  one  thing  attempted  by  Sir  Oeocge  Grsf 
in  which  he  believed  His  Excellency  to  bis  tight, 
and  acted  with  him — he  meant  ttie  endeavour 
to  bring  about  a  reunion  between  the  tnbe  of 
Tareouflids  and  the  Waitaras.  When  they  foimd 
that  Taylor  persisted  in  the  statement  that  a. 
reserve  had  oeen  promised  by  Colonel  Browne, 
they  used  every  endeavour  to  indaoa  the  ICa- 
taitawa  people  to  come  in  and  be  reooooiled 
with  their  old  foes.  They  had  the  assistantie  of 
sevenJ  chiefs,  and  of  Horiana,  the  daxi^tttt  d 
William  King ;  and  it  would  have  been  a  very 
happy  thing  if  they  could  have  been  sacoesofal 
in  uniting  the  whole  Ngatiawa  Tribe  in  peaea 
and  safety.  He  did  not  believe  that  anybody 
would  have  objected  to  this  paltry  piece  erf  land 
at  Waitara  being  given  up.  He  believed  tint 
nobody  really  cared  a  straw  to  whom  Xh»  land 
belonged,  except  one  or  two  stupid  newsp^iec 
writers,  who  prated  about  our  "  right  to  ths 
ground  that  was  purchased  by  Colonel  Browne.' 
He  believed  the  inhabitanft  of  the  eolony 
would  gladly  have  given  the  whole  of  the  laod 
if,  without  any  compromise,  it  oonld  have  be«i 
the  means  of  getting  the  people  who  originaHy 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  Tatanaki  district 
to  live  there  in  comfort  and  happineas.  He 
trusted,  despite  what  the  House  mighfe  think 
of  the  merits  of  the  ease,  that  it  would  beUen 
that  the  late  Ministry  had,  at  great  sacriSeei,. 
striven  to  do  what  they  believed  to  be  thav 
duty,  and  that  they  had  not  been  acta»ted  hj 
any  selfish  or  unworthy  motives. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  moved  that  the  de- 
bate should  be  adjourned,  seeing  th%t  witUn 
ten  minutes  the  Orders  of  the  Day  wonU  be 
required  to  be  called  on. 

Major  RICHABDSON  objected  to  this  oooa* 
being  adopted.  The  honourable  member  Jar 
Wallace  (Mr.  Dillcm  Bell)  had  evidently  ben 
taken  by  surprise,  and  called  on  at  a  shott 
notice  to  defend  the  action  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. It  would  not  be  fair,  therefore,  to  allow 
a  long  breathing-time  to  the  Oppositicui. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  the  debate  oould  be  oon- 
tinued  if  the  Standing  Orders  were  enroendad. 
He  would  move  that  they  be  suspended. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Standing  Oidais  sus- 
pended aooordinidy. 

Mr.  3.  0.  RICHMOND  said  tiiat  no  soA 
recantations  as  those  referred  to  W  the  hooow- 
able  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  DiUon  BajU  had 
ever  been  charged  against  him.  He  did  net 
suppose  that  any  one  in  the  Hoose  tboo^ 
that  the  honourable  member  had  been  initB- 
enoed  by  unworthy  motives.  The  homonraMs 
member  seemed  to  him  to  show  lamethxiig  tt 
the  character  of  Hndibras  iriio, 

oonld  divide 

A  hair  'twixt  south  and  sontti-waal  sida. 
He  thought  it  was  not  at  all  clear,  even  aaeotd- 
ing  to  Taylor's  own  statement  as  made  to  the 
honourable  member,  that  the  honoarable  luwn 
her  took  the  right  view  of  tiie  case.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  it  was  ever  contemplatad  as- 
aeoessMy  to  drive  any  people  eg  the  land.    2»> 
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SiA  not  beliere  that  Taylor's  party  consisted  of 
anything  like  two  hundred  people,  but  ho  knew 
for  certain  that  Mr.  (Judge)  Richmond  kn^w 
thftfc  some  people  were  liring  there.  He  was 
perfectly  astonished  that  Mr.  Domett  and  Mr. 
Dillon  Bell  should  be  ignorant  of  the  custom  of 
giving  back  portions  of  land  bought  from  the 
Natives.  It  had  been  a  most  common  thing  in 
TaianaJd,  although  there  would  be  nothing  said 
aboat  it  in  the  deeds  of  sale.  He  could  find  no 
jnatiflnation  in  the  alleged  new  facts  for  the 
coTUse  which  the  late  Ooveroment  took,  and 
he  denied  that  the  whole  of  the  colony,  or  the 
vvliole  of  the  Press,  had  taken  the  course  stated. 
On  the  contrary,  many  of  the  newspapers  had 
expressly  held  their  judgment  suspended,  await- 
ing explanations,  although  they  thought  it  in- 
comprehensible how  the  land  could  have  been 
given  up  without  the  inquiry  which  was  pro- 
mised having  been  made. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— I  wish  to  say  a  very 
ieiw  words  upon  this  question  before  the  honour- 
cU>le  member  attempts  to  reply.  And,  first,  I 
wish  to  express,  in  the  strongest  language,  my 
own  sense,  and,  I  am  sure,  the  sense  of  a  great 
number  of  the  members  of  this  House,  of  the 
strange  course  adopted  by  the  honourable  the 
mover  of  this  resolution  —  I  might  say  the 
discourteous  and  unparliamentary  course — of 
ioroing  on  a  discussion  upon  a  question  which 
has  occupied  so  largely  the  attention  of  this 
colony,  not  only  without  notice  from  which  any 
such  discussion  could  have  'been  anticipated, 
but  even  without  notice  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  whose  conduct  was  impugned,  that 
he  was  about  to  talk  on  a  point  on  which,  I 
hesitate  not  to  say,  the  honour  of  that  honor- 
able member  m  a  public  man  is  nearly  con- 
cerned. Disguise  it  as  we  like,  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  event  hpa  ever  occurred  in 
this  colony  more  calculated  to  shake  public 
faith  in  the  character  of  public  men  than  that 
announcement  which  one  day  went  through  the 
colony,  that  those  who  had  been  the  most 
hearty,  consistent,  and  strenuous  supporters  of 
Oovemor  Browne's  policy  had  at  last  thrown 
it  to  the  winds  and  virtually  asserted  that  the 
Waitara  on^t  never  to'  have  been  purchased. 
Sach  a  question  ought  never  to  have  been 
discussed  without  notice  and  on  an  inoperative 
resolution ;  but  there  should  have  been  a  motion 
on  which  action  could  have  been  taken,  so  that 
the  House  might  declare  the  opinion  it  enter- 
tains of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Ministers.  The 
Honse,  I  am  sure,  most  keenly  feels  that  it  is 
-vixtuolly  deprived  and  shorn  of  all  its  powers — 
that  it  is  no  longer,  for  this  session,  tiie  great 
inquest  of  the  nation,  to  inquire  into  the  cha- 
lacter  of  the  deeds  of  the  Oovemment — that 
we  are  now  in  a  session  in  which  we  are  com- 
paratively useless — that  our  mouths  are  sealed, 
for  all  practical  purposes,  upon  all  the  great 
questions  of  the  day.  Why,  for  those  honour- 
able members  Who  recollect  the  scene  there 
-was  in  the  House  when  this  Waitara  question 
was  in  former  times  discussed,  is  it  not  matter 
of  surprise  that  now,  when  it  is  again  brought 
on,  in  a  new  form,  bat  in  a  form  no  less  in- 
.  texesting  and  no  less  iniporti^  for  the  colony, 


it  should  be  received  with  coolness,  with  de- 
sultory speeches,  and  witii  a  general  effort,  as 
it  were,  to  avoid  discussion  as  far  as  possible  t 
I  turn  to  that  bench  and  I  see  my  honourable 
friends  there  sitting  in  magnificent  silence. 
I  remember  the  time  when,  in  Ofi  earlier  stags 
of  the  history  of  the  ool<niy,  it  was  with  them 
as  a  race  of  giants  storming  Olympus  when 
they  were  defending  their  position  on  this  very 
question ;  and  now,  there  they  sit,  in  serene 
repose. 

The  gods  from  above  oar  rash  fury  behold. 
And  pity  mankind  that  will  perish.  .  .  . 
If  it  was  the  object  of  the  speech  of  the  lato 
Native  Minister  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  to  prove  that 
he  had  done  nothing  unworthy  in  his  personal 
character — nothing  discreditable  to  himself,  oc 
dishonourable  as  a  public  man — he  might  ha*l» 
spared  himself  the  to>uble  of  so  long  an  oration ; 
for  none  of  us  believes  that  such  would  be  pos- 
sible, and,  if  we  did,  I  say  that  he  has  most 
amply  exculpated  himself  from  every  shadow 
of  such  a  charge.  But  that  is  not  the  question 
which  really  this  House  has  to  decide,  l^tis 
question,  depend  upon  it,  will  turn  up  again 
and  again,  as  every  act  of  great  cruelty  and 
great  wrong  alwajrs  will  turn  up,  until,  m  th» 
nature  of  things,  it  has  been  thoroughly  re- 
venged. This,  I  conceive,  is  the  Nemesis 
encircling  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  Stafford) :  that,  whereas  when  thia 
question  was  first  brought  before  the  House  it 
was  that  honourable  member  who  was  en- 
deavouring to  stifle  discussion,  and  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power  to  refuse  investigation,  yet 
now,  three  years  afterwards,  from'  his  lips  we 
hear  a  demand  that  investigation  shall  take 
place.  The  honourable  gentleman  at  that  time 
had  been  a  Minister  for  some  years,  and,  gain- 
ing courage— I  had  almost  said  audacity — from 
that  long  continuance  in  a  position  which  is 
rarely  enjoyed  for  so  long  by  a  Colonial  Minis- 
ter, the  honourable  gentleman  took  a  course 
which,  I  venture  to  say,  was  the  most  unjust 
ever  taken  by  any  Minister  on  any  question 
ever  brought  before  the  House.  I  was  unable 
to  take  part  in  that  discussion,  not  being  in  the 
country  at  the  time  ;  but  the  turning-point  of 
the  whole  question  was  reached  when  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
moved  tot  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  it 
was  refused  by  the  Government  of  the  day. 
Kvery  word  which  has  been  uttered  here 
to-night  by  the  late  Native  Minister  proves, 
not  uiat  the  Waitara  ought  to  have  been 
purchased  or  ought  not  to  have  been  pur- 
chased— ^not  that  the  war  was  right  or  was 
wrong ;  but  it  proves  this  one  great,  stsfing, 
shameless,  and  audacious  fact :  that  those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  matter  knew  nothing  of 
what  they  were  doing.  That  will  appear  on  the 
records,  which  are  coming  out  clearer  and  clearer 
every  day — ^that  they  plunged  the  country  into 
a  savage  war,  and  encumbered  its  resources 
for  many  years  to  come,  with  the  utmost  reck- 
lessness of  all  the  consequences  of  the  struggle, 
and  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  most  ordinaty 
and  simple  fsiots.  Nay,  it  seemed  that  ^» 
Oovenunent  did  not  know  the  transparent  fact 
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whether  or  not  two  hnndred  and  fifty  men  and 
women  were  in  a  given  place  at  the  time, 
^at  was  what  the  late  Native  Minister  has 
proved.  He  has  proved  most  incontestably 
that  there  was  a  want  of  investigation  into  the 
facts  at  the  time,  and  that  the  want  exists 
now ;  for,  ex&avagant  as  the  assertion  may  be, 
be  actually  tells  ns  that  be  will  not  himself 
guarantee  the  truth  of  any  one  of  those  facts 
npon  the  assertion  of  which  he  himself  con- 
BOnted  to  the  abandonment  of  the  Waitara. 
He  guarded  himself  most  carefully  by  s&ying 
that  they  were  only  alleged  foots ;  and  yet 
upon  the  bare  allegcment  of  facts,  of  the  truth 
of  which  he  proves  his  entire  ignorance,  he 
took  what  I  must  call  the  extraordinary  course 
of  consenting  to  hold  office  when  such  an  act 
was  proposed  by  thd  Governor.  I,  for  one,  would 
not  pledge  on  opinion  of  any  description  what- 
soever £at  the  purchase  was  wrong.  I  will 
never,  so  far  as  I  know,  assert  as  a  matter  of 
argument,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the 
truth,  that  we  had  no  right  to  make  the  pur- 
chase, or  that  Teira's  title  was  a  good  or  a  bad 
one.  For  that  is  not  the  question  submitted  to 
the  colony.  The  question  was  not  only  that 
of  right,  but  of  ordinary  justice  and  common 
policy.  I  can  express  what  I  mean  in  no 
steonger  language  than  that  once  used  by 
Borke.  "  Sir,"  he  said,  speaking  of  the  Ameri- 
can revolt,  "  I  don't  want  to  bo  told  if  I  have 
the  right  to  maJce  three  millions  of  men  miser- 
able ;  I  only  know  that  I  ought  to  make  them 
happy."  Keglect  of  those  broader  and  higher 
tnaTi'ina  which  ought  to  influence  us  has  driven 
us  into  thisposition :  We  have  been  trifling  upon 
the  question  of  local  or  tribal  right,  and  we  have 
neglected  the  question  whether  it  was  worth  our 
while  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  Native  race 
for  the  sake  of — what  ?  A  piece  of  land  on  one 
hand  or  the  nominal  power  of  the  Crown  on  the 
other.  Talk  of  establishing  the  power  of  the 
Oiownl  Why,  the  judgment  on  that  policy  is 
tiie  present  state  of  the  country.  In  what  a 
different  state  we  now  are  from  that  in  which 
we  were  before  we  began  to  vindicate  the  dignity 
of  tiie  Crown  I  Before  you  began,  in  the  dignity 
of  your  high  position,  to  vindicate  the  law,  your 
posts  were  carried  from  one  end  of  the  laiid  to 
(he  other;  women  and  children  went  where 
they  pleased,  and  were  safe  from  injury.  Now 
that  you  have  vindicated  the  power  and  au- 
thor!^ of  the  Crown  for  three  years,  covered 
the  country  with  troops,  and  submitted  to  hear 
of  the  most  shocking  massacres — what  is  your 
state  now  ?  I  had  almost  said  that  yon  possess 
not  a  foot  of  land  in  the  country  but  what  you 
can  defend  by  a  military  force.  That,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  sufficient  and  practical  criticism 
iroon  the  policy  of  the  Government  for  the  last 
three  years.    It  is  not  the  mere  matter  of  the 

'  title  to  the  Waitara  which  we  ought  to  discuss 
And  which  we  shall  have  to  invest^ate.  I  stand 
by  the  Natives  in  this  matter,  whose  course,  to 
my  mind,  has  been  broad  and  specific.    I  say 

.  they  were  right  when  they  rejected  the  proposal 
of  Sir  George  Grey  to  investigate  tiia  question 

■  of  title,  and  said,  "  We  will  have  a  broader  in- 

TOBtigation,  as  to  who  has  caused  all  these  evils . 

Mr.  FittOtrald 


to  the  colony. "  I  care  not  one  jot  aboot  ik» 
title  to  the  Waitara,  but  I  say,  looking  at  iriiat 
the  state  of  the  colony  was  three  yeais  ago  sad 
what  it  is  now,  that  we  ought  to  have,  and  that 
the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  have,  same 
general,  and  independent,  and  fair  invertigatiai 
into  the  whole  causes  of  those  transactians 
which  have  resulted  in  the  present  state  of 
afiairs.  I  myself  have  drafted  a  Bill  fcxthe 
establishment  of  a  Court  to  investigate  this 
question,  and  I  have  been  merely  delayed  m 
bringing  it  forward  until  I  bad  had  the  o^«- 
timity  of  consulting  honourable  members  on  all 
sides  of  the  House  as  to  the  form  in  which  it 
should  be  cast,  and  who  had  better  be  the  CoiB- 
missioners.  I  understand  now  that  the  honoar- 
able  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  StaflottQ 
desires  investigation  as  much  as  any  one ;  I  hear 
that  Mr.  Justice  Richmond  has  aiso  expressed 
a  wish  for  investigation.  As  to  the  late  Go- 
vernor, Colonel  Browne,  I  think  that  his  cha- 
racter demanded  that  such  em  inveetigatim 
should  be  no  longer  delayed,  I  have  as  mnob 
respect  for  Colonel  Browne,  in  private  life,  as 
any  one  can  have;  but  I  do  deprecate  the 
language  which  I  hear  used  from  day  to  day 
with  respect  to  him,  because,  if  that  language, 
whether  deprecat<>ry  on  one  side  or  afiectiooata 
on  the  other,  is  so  constantly  indulged  in,  this 
fact  must  appear :  that  Colonel  Browne  is 
proved  to  have  been  in  every  sense  of  the  wnd 
a  strong  party  Governor.  I  bold  it  nooeeaiy 
his  character  should  be  shielded  from  what  it 
said  by  friends  quite  as  much  as,  if  not  mote 
than,  from  what  was  said  by  oBponente.  \Ve  all 
understand  that  in  everything  be  had  a  good 
motive ;  but,  because  we  think  him  honourable, 
upright,  and  benevolent,  we  are  not  bound  tt 
suppose  that  he  is  able  and  prudent  in  the 
conduct  of  large  public  affairs  in  a  moment  ct 
difficulty.  But,  more  than  that,  the  constaat 
slurs  wluch  are  being  cast  upon  the  p.h:-uai!t<if 
of  Colonel  Browne  in  the  public  documoits 
which  pass  between  this  colony  and  £:i^aiiil 
demand  that  there  shall  be  an  opon  ai:  1  com- 
plete investigation  into  the  whole  of  tLe  facts 
of  the  Waitara.  I  must  repeat  my  regr(>t  this 
discussion  should  have  been  forced  on  the  Uoase 
in  such  an  incidental  way,  instead  cf  notice  ef 
a  practical  proposition  having  been  given,  I7 
means  of  which  we  might  really  have  e:qiresscd 
our  opinions  on  this  question. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  that,  although  the  sub- 
ject had  been  so  unexpectedly  brought  co,  be 
thought  it  was  one  on  which  honourable  mem- 
bers must  have  made  up  their  minds.  He 
wished,  not  by  way  of  fault-finding  with  Um 
late  Ministry — for  he  believed  that,  personally, 
they  acted  with  perfect  good-faith  for  the  «^ 
fare  of  the  colony — to  put  on  record  his  opioioD 
of  the  course  pursued  in  abandoning  the  Wai- 
tara. There  were  two  points  of  view  from 
which  the  abandonment  of  Waitara  must  be 
viewed — the  giving  it  up  as  &  matter  of  r^^ 
and  justice,  and  the  givmg  it  up  as  a  matter  of 
policy.  They  were  very  distinct  points.  As  a 
matter  of  right  and  justice  he  held  that  theia 
was  no  call  for  the  abandonment.  The  alleged 
newiaots,  if  they  had  been  facts,  and  wairming 
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tiwm  to  be  trne,  would  not  justify  the  abandon- 
ment ;  and,  after  tiie  events  of  the  4th  May, 
the  abandonment  was  absolute  folly,  regarded 
M  a  matter  of  policy.  The  honourable  mem- 
ba  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  spoke  of  the 
matter  as  if  it  were  a  declining  to  complete 
the  purchase ;  but  it  was  more,  for  it  was  an 
actual  giving-baok  of  the  laAd  to  the  Natiyes, 
and  it  was  given  back  in  terms  implying  that 
tiia  act  was  done  because  it  was  found  that 
the  porcbase  was  wrong  from  the  commence- 
ment. But,  if  it  was]  supposed  that  new  facts 
had  been  discovered,  why  were  they  not  investi- 
lated  before  action  was  taken  1  Great  blame 
had  been  cast  upon  Colonel  Browne  for  pro- 
ceeding to  the  purchase  in  the  first  instuice 
without  investigation ;  but  greater  blame  was 
certainly  deserved  by  those  who  abandoned  it 
upon  uninvestigated  alleged  new  facts.  The 
first  alleged  new  fact  was  that,  when  the 
Kgatiawas  came  back  in  1848,  it  was  agreed 
that  William  King  should  occupy  a  pa  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river.  This  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  heard  the  peculiar  gloss  put 
upon  the  fact;  but  he  bad  seen  the  fact  in 
flint.  The  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
rested  upon  the  interpretation  that  this  occu- 
pation was  not  simply  the  result  of  a  promise 
on  the  part  of  Tamati  Baru,  but  of  a  distinct 
tribal  arrangement.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
Mi.  Oillies)  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a 
distinct  arrangement  that  would  give  tribal 
light.  He  thought  the  arrangement  was  come 
to  simply  because  the  south  bank  was  the  more 
defensible,  and  that  if  this  had  been  the  case 
with  the  north  bank  it  would  have  been  chosen. 
Bat  the  aooonnt  given  by  Mr.  Parris  of  this 
part  of  the  arrangement  was  more  detailed 
than  that  of  the  honourable  member  for  WglI- 
laoe,  and  very  different  from  it.  Any  one  who 
had  been  aooustomod  to  watch  the  giving  of 
evidence  would  onderstand  how  Teiia  might 
readily  consent  to  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  well- written 
account  of  the  interview,  and  yet  when  he  came 
to  give  it  in  his  own  language  to  Mr.  Parris, 
would  do  it  so  as  to  convey  a  very  different 
meaning.  He  (Mr.  Oillies)  did  not  care  which 
was  the  correct  account.  His  argument  was, 
that  this  was  not  a  new  fact,  but  only  a  new 
imagination  or  fiction — something  that  had  got 
attached  to  the  question  during  the  lapse  of 
three  years.  It  was  notorious  that  in  history, 
after  a  few  years,  what  was  asserted  on  one 
side  was  denied  on  the  other.  He  believed 
that,  in  this  matter,  the  further  they  got  from 
1860  the  more  difficult  would  be  the  investiga- 
tion—the more  facts  we  should  get,  and  the 
less  they  would  be  to  be  depended  upon.  The 
"  tribal  arrangement "  story  first  came  out  in  the 
Governor's  memorandum  (E.-2,  pages  9  and  10, 
clause  18,  in  the  Papers)  of  what  passed  between 
him  and  the  chiefs  at  Taranaki,  and  it  was  set 
Itrth  by  His  Excellency  as  being  stated  to  be 
"a  valid  tribal  Arrangement,"  of  such  "a 
nature  that  no  person  could  sell  the  land  with- 
'Out  William  King  and  ttiese  people  being  con- 
•mting  parties  to  the  sale."  Wbere  was  the 
indence  of  this?  He  could  not  find  it  in  Mr. 
Dillon  Bell's  Mcount,  nor  in  King's  ox  Taylor's 


story.  It  was  stated  in  public  papers  over  axid 
ovjsr  again  that  William  King  and  his  foUowen 
had  been  occupying  land  on  the  south  bemk  of 
the  Waitara.  It  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  White, 
of  the  Kative  Office,  by  Mr.  Domett,  and  by 
Archdeacon  Hadfield  Itefore  Taylor  told  the 
alleged  new  fact. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— And  admitted  by  the 
Government  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES.— Certainly  not.  The  state- 
ments were  disbelieved  by  the  House  and  by 
the  tiien  Governor,  and  he  (Mr.  Gillies)  believed 
were  so  to  that  day.  The  credulity  ol  the  late 
Ministry  might  have  been  imposed  on.  They 
might  have  acted  honestly,  but  the  question 
now  was,  whether  they  acted  wisely  for  the 
honour  of  the  colony  —  not  for  their  own 
honour,  which  was  not  impeached  in  the 
very  slightest  degree.  It  was  known  that  King 
had  mside  a  claim  to  the  land  of  the  pa,  but 
not  that  he  and  his  followers  were  living  there 
at  the  time  of  the  sale.  That  was  incorrect ; 
for  all  but  some  eight  or  ton  had  gone  away 
into  the  mountains  long  before  that.  But  sup- 
posing even  that  there  were  two  or  three  hun- 
dred people  living  there,  was  it  to  be  assumed, 
because  the  Government  went  to  survey  the 
bcftindaries,  that  therefore  they  were  going  to 
turn  the  people  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet? 
The  soldiers  were  never  sent  on  the  land  to 
fight  the  Natives ;  it  was  to  protect  the  sux- 
veyor  that  they  were  sent.  The  storj  of  the 
reserve  was  not  of  the  slightost  consequence. 
There  wore  special  instructions  to  the  Land 
Commissioners  not  to  make  reserves  if  they 
could  avoid  doing  so,  but  to  make  arrangemento 
to  give  back  some  of  the  land  to  the  Natives 
under  a  Crown  grant.  Mr.  Parris  seemed  to  have 
acted  under  these  instructions,  and  Teira  did 
not  say  that  there  was  to  be  a  reserve,  but 
only  that  he  was  to  have  a  Crown  grant  for  200  - 
acres,  which  there  wgls  abundant  room  to 
leave  after  the  600  acres  had  been  purchased, 
as  the  block  comprised  980  acres.  As  to  the 
non-completion  of  the  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase-money, it  was  the  commonest  thing  with 
Europeans  to  leave  a  portion  of  the  purchase- 
money  unpaid  until  the  question  of  title  had 
been. cleared,  although  the  whole  amount  was 
admitted  to  be  due  under  the  deed.  He  be- 
lieved that  giving  up  the  land  was  not  for  the 
honour  of  the  colony,  nor  a  matter  of  justice, 
and,  after  the  murders  of  the  4th  May,  it  was 
not  even  a  matter  of  policy.  As  to  that 
policy,  he  might  have  been  content  to  say  that 
he  thought  it  was  wrong,  but  that  His  Ex- 
cellency insisted  upon  what  had  been  done  as 
a  matter  of  right  throughout.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Grovemor,  at  a  certain  point,  be- 
gan to  get  scruples ;  that  they  made  this  state- 
ment of  his,  which  tallied  with  those  scruples; 
and  that  the  Ministers  had,  little  by  httle, 
yielded  to  the  pressure  applied  by  the  Governor, 
until  they  consented  to  an  act  which  they  had 
no  evidence  to  justify  them  in  doing.  If  there 
was  a  question  of  title  involved,  investigate 
it.  But  to  talk  of  an  investigation  to  decide 
whether  Colonel  Browne  and  his  Ministers 
should  be  attainted  for  treason— whethet  leiia 
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'dteuld  be  punished  or  King  recompensed — all 
■this  was  mere  child's-play,  and  they  could 
never  get  to  the  bottom  of  it.  He  thought 
that  injustice  had  been  done  to  TeiraT-that  he 
bad  a  right  to  demand  investigation,  and  a 
zi^ht  to  have  it  now.  Whatever  desjiatches 
might  be  written,  whatever  might  be  said  at 
Home,  would  not  alter  the  verdict  of  the 
colony — of  those  who  had  information  or  had 
been  engaged  in  the  matter.  As  to  the  charges 
that  had  been  made,  they  were  generally  con- 
temptible, and  the  best  thing  for  those  charged 
was  to  live  them  down. 

Mr.  BTAFFOBD  vrished  to  make  an  expla- 
nation. No  person  was  more  surprised  than 
himself  that  this  debate  should  have  been  com- 
menced, and  he  thought  that  the  tone  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  was  not  war- 
ranted by  any  language  that  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
bad  used  when  moving  this  motion.  He 
thought  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  House 
would  be  consulted  if  there  was  no  attempt 
made  to  prolong  a  useless  discussion  on  the 
rights  and  wrongs  of  Waitara,  If,  however,  the 
EDoase  thonc^t  the  Waitara  question  could  be 
profitably  discussed  now,  of  course  it  would  go 
on.  The  House,  however,  had  no  doubt  be^ 
taken  by  surprise,  as  he  had  himself  been.  He 
could  assure  them  that  he  came  down  to  the 
House  dreaming  of  anything  but  the  Waitara 
question  coming  on  ;  for  did  honourable  mem- 
bers think  he  would  have  brought  on  such  a 
debate  without  intimating  to  one  single  mem- 
.ber  his  intention  to  do  so  7  and  ho  challenged 
any  one  honourable  member  to  say  that  he  had. 
Was  it  reasonable  that  he,  an  old  veteran,  in 
getting  up  a  debate,  should  have  brought  on 
such  a  subject  without  giving  notice  ?  Honour- 
■able  members,  too,  had  not  come  prepared  for 
such  a  discussion.  His  object  in  moving  this 
motion  was  that  he  might  have  all  the  papers 
necessary  to  lead  up  to  the  question,  with  an 
ulterior  object. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  it  would  have  been 
more  generous  if  the  honourable  member  had 
made  that  statement  when  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell) 
got  up  to  speak. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  did  not  know  for 
some  time  what  the  honourable  member  was 
cornplaining  of. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  asked,  did  he  understand  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  to  say  that 
on  a  future  day  he  would  come  forward  with  a 
snbstemtive  motion  on  this  question  ? 

Mr.  BTAFFOBD  said  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  all  the  documents  and  reading  up, 
with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  a  Oommis- 
sion  of  investigation,  that  he  had  made  this 
motion. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  if  the  debate 
-was  to  be  brought  on  again,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  not  only  was  the  course 
taken  by  the  honourable  member  a  moat  un- 
generous one,  but  that  in  the  whole  course  of 
bis   parliamentary  experience  and    study  he 
never  knew  a  parallel  to  it.    He  hoped  that 
the  House  would,  seeing  that  he  had  been  al- 
-  lowed  to  make  his  statement,  insist  upon  ^e 
-^bate  being  proceeded  with. 
Itr.aUUet 


Mr.  OOLENSO  IJhen  proeeedecl  to  midam 
the  House,  and  said  he  looked  apcn  Om  giviB^ 
up  of  Waitara  as  a  most  impolitio  step,  rat,  at 
the  same  time,  he  gave  the  Oovemmmt  ctett 
for 'the  best  intentions.  Waitaca,  he  balieved, 
had  been  given  up  on  grounds  which  did  oat 
even  appear  clear  to  the  Natives  themsriTe*. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AMENDING  ACTS. 
On  &e  motion  of  Mr.  CTTRTIS,  it  WM  a«rwd. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  any  Bifls. 
introduced  for  an  amendment  of  existing  Aeti 
should,  as  a  general  rule,  contain  a  clame  re- 
pealing the  existing  Act. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Pobtaij  Sebvicb.  — On  the  motion  at  'Sb. 
STAFFORD,  it  was  ordered.  That  the  name  of 
Mr.  Eyes  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Poatii 
Service. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  <A  tha  wbol* 
House  on  the  New  Zealand  Settlements  BiB 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  aad  a 
third  time  and  ptkssed. 

WATS  AND  MEANS. 

The  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Oon- 
mittee.  of  Ways  and  Means  was  reported  to  ti» 
House  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  o'clock  pjn.    ' 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  18tk  November,  1963. 


Leave  of  Abseooe— Exeentioii  of  Criminate  Ad 
Amendment  Bill  — Deedi  BeglstratiOD  iTami 
ment  Bill— First  Beadingii— Enquiry  into  Wnika 
Bill  —  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Ajnendmt^ 
BUI— Provincial  Ck>ancilB'  Powers  Ezt«nsioii  Bll 
—Nelson  Tmst  Fonda  AmendnMnt  Bai  Traat 
Clauses  Oonsolidation  Bill— Pioviaoial  Ouuua* 
gory  Iiand-taking  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxakeb  took  the  chiur  at  tv» 
o'clock. 

Fbatbbs. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSEaiCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Uie  Hnn 
Major  Whitmore  for  the  remainder  of  tiie  ses- 
sion. 

EXECUTION  OF  CBQIIKAIiS  ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Execution  of  Criminals  Act  Amendmeat 

Bill  was  recommitted,  fnrQier   considered  m 

Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 

amendments. 

DEEDS  BEGISTBATION  AMENDMBHt 
BILL. 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  As 
recommittal  of  the  Doeds  Begistratiasi  Amend- 
ment Bill, 

The   Hon.   Ab.    SWAINfSON   said   iMs 
Bill  eonsisted  of  two  parts,  pacMy 
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'oM  Acts  tmd  pMtly  oont^niag  new  tegnln- 
Ubob.  He  had  heaid  ttiat  the  preeent  Beeistrar- 
^Benexal  was  about  to  resign,  and  he  thought 
ttftt  it  was  better  that  they  should  content 
tbamselTes  for  the  present  with  amending  the 
•&a  Acts  where  it  was  required,  and  leave  the 
-making  of  new  regulations  till  a  new  Begistrar 
Qenexal  was  appointed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWEIiIi  thought  it  beat  to 
tdca  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  and  said  that  nothing 
Aodld  dei>end  on  who  might  happen  to  be  for 
the  time  being  the  Registrar-General.  He 
ttioogfat  it  most  desirable  that  all  existing  Acts 
ahomd  be  ratified  ab  initio,  and  all  the  acts 
done  under  them  made  valid,  but  that,  at  the 
some  time,  absolute  uniformity  should  be  esta- 
Uiahed  throughout  the  colony. 

Bill  recommitted,  further  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
mnendments. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Kew   Zealand  Settlements   Bill,  Anns  Act 
Oontinoance  Bill. 

ENQUIRY  INTO  WRECKS  BILL. 
The  ~  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

COI/ySUL   DEFENCE  FORCE   ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

>  Th«  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment 

Bm  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in 

Gmnmittee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with 

amendments. 

'     PBOVINOIAL  COUNCILS'  POWERS 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved  the  second 
xeadiiig  of  the  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Ex- 
tension Bill.  It  was  not  intended,  he  said,  by 
fixis  Act  to  enable  Provincial  Councils  to  pro- 
ceed in  direct  contravention  of  the  19th  section 
of  the  Constitution  Act,  whereby  it  was  prohi- 
bited to  pass  any  laws  affecting  the  lands  of 
file  Crown.  What  was  proposed  was  simply  to 
■ay  that  that  Act  should  not  apply  to  water- 
eonraes,  £c.,  except  in  the  manner  described 
by  the  Bill.  Provincial  Councils  at  present 
were  not  in  a  position  to  break  up  streets  and 
jcoads  without  oeing  liable  to  be  indicted  for  a 
nnisance.  If  an  Act  were  passed  by  Provincial 
Councils  to  enable  a  water  or  gas  company  to 
break  up  the  streets,  as  the  law  of  the  country 
ftt  present  stood  they  would  be  liable  to  be  in- 
dicted by  the  public  for  a  nuisance.  It  was 
a  enrious  circumstance  that  they  had  the 
right  to  stop  the  roads,  but  could  not  break 
tiiemap. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  without 

SELBON  TRUST   FUNDS   AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
,  'Phe  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved  the 
•eeond.  reading  of   the  Nelson  Trust  Funds 
Amendment  Bill.     He  saod  tiie  Bill  was  in-. 


tended  to  correct  an  error  in  the  Nelson  Traat 
Funds  Act.  The  Province  of  Marlborough  de- 
rived at  the  present  time  the  same  benefit  from 
the  trust  funds  as  it  did  before  being  created  a 
new  province ;  but  by  clause  1  of  the  Trust  Funds 
Act  the  Province  of  Marlborough,  or  the  elec- 
tors, were  deprived  of  their  right  to  vote  in  the 
election  of  the  governor,  trustees,  and  auditors 
of  the  trust  fund.  He  believed  this  omission 
was  an  oversight  at  tiie  time  the  Act  was- 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  t^e  Council  without. 
amendment. 

LANDS  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Bill,  said  it  was  simply  an  adaptation  of 
the  Lands  Glauses  Consolidation  Act  of  EngUmd 
to  the  circumstances  of  New  Zealand.  There 
was  no  alteration  of  material  importance  from 
the  Engli^  Act ;  but  it  had,  of  course,  been 
found  necessary,  instead  of  following  the  Eng- 
lish Act  so  closely  as  to  introdnoe  the  Courts 
of  Westminster,  to  insert  instead  the  Supreme 
Court,  &c.  The  object  was  to  ^^soribe  a  cer- 
tain code  of  laws  or  rules  by  which  people  were 
to  be  guided  when  lands  were  to  be  purchased, 
or  public  works  and  undertakings  determined 
upon. 

Bill  read  a  second  timet  and  considered  ilk 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  .given  to  sit 
again. 

PROVmOIAL    COMPULSORY    LAND- 
TAKING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Provincial  Compulsory  Land- 
taking  Bill.  He  said  he  had  made  on  its  in- 
troduction a  statement  of  the  objects  contem- 
plated by  the  Bill.  It  was  intended  to  autho- 
rize Provincial  CouncUs  under  certain  circum- 
stances to  be  enabled  to  take  land  for  publia 
woi^.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  doubt  Provin- 
cial Councils  had  alreadjr  that  power ;  but  doubt- 
had  been  thrown  upon  it,  and  so  it  had  been 
considereddeairable,  under  these  ciccumstanoes, 
to  pass  a  law  to  enable  them  to  take  land ;  bat, 
in  passing  that  law,  the  mode  would  be  pre- 
scribed in  which  they  could  take  these  lands,, 
and  which  must  be  in  conformity  with  the  Bill 
previously  read. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  t^e  Council  withoat- 
amen^ent. 

The  Council  adjourned  ftt  twenty  minnteft^ 
past  five  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE    OP   BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  12th  November,  1863. 


Standing  Orden  on  Private  Bills— Electoral— Maori 
Documents —Militia— Native  Schools  —  Land 
Olaims— Petition  of  Captain  Campbell— Oold- 
flelds— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill— Second  Beading 
— Hawke's  Bay  Waste  IJands  Act  Amendment 
Bill— Otsgo  and  Soatbland  Bepreaentatlon  BUI 
— Uautenant-Govemor. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  ohaii  at  twelve  o'dook. 

fBATBBS. 

STANDING    OBDERS    ON    PRIVATE 
BILLS. 

Hr.  O'BOBEE  moved,  That  the  report  of  the 
•Joint  Committee  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private 
Bills  on  the  Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill  be 
-adopted.  The  reason  why  the  CJommittee  had 
not  reported  that  the  Standing  Orders  had 
been  sufficiently  complied  with  was,  that  the 
.names  of  the  shareholders  were  not  furnished, 
M  the  Standing  Orders  required.  The  Com- 
mittee recommended,  therefore,  that  tiie  pro- 
moters should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  the 
BiU  on  condition  that  that  information  should 
be  supplied,  in  order  that  the  soundness  of  the 
nndertaking  might  be  ascertained.  If  the  House 
adopted  this  report,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  it  was  complied  with. 

Motion  a^eed  to. 

ELECTORAL. 

Mr.  WILSON— in  asking  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  the  Oovemment  intend  amend- 
ing the  Act  entitled  "  The  Regulation  of  Elec- 
tions Act,  1858,"  with  a  view  to  providing  some 
remedy  to  prevent  the  delays  supervening  in 
the  election  of  members  arising  from  the  in- 
disposition of  Returning  Officers? — said  that 
within  the  month  an  instance  had  occurred  in 
the  Province  of  Canterbury  which  showed  the 
necessity  of  such  a  clause,  a  serious  acoident 
having  prevented  a  Returning  Officer  from  at- 
tending to  his  duties,  and  bo  delayed  two  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  'FOX  said  the  Government  would  look 
into  the  matter  as  early  as  possible,  and,  if 
necessary,  take  steps  to  have  the  Act  amended. 

MAORI  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  COLENSO  moved.  That  it  is  highly  de- 
sirable, whenever  a  translation  of  any  paper  or 
document  in  the  Maori  language  be  printed  and 
.It^d  on  the  table  of  this  House,  that  a  certified 
copy  of  the  Maori  original  be  also  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table  along  with  it. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

MILITIA. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  moved,  That  this  House  is 
of  opinion  that  all  married  men  belonging  to 
any  of  the  colonial  forces,  'whilst  engshged  on 
ivU  military  service,  or  wi  ist  doing  duty  on 
pickets  or  guards  more  t.ian  one  night  in 
lour,  should  receive  rations  for  their  wives  and 
children,  on  the  same  scale  ns  soldiers  in  Her 
Majesty's  regulac  army.     This  provision,  he 


said,  would  be  very  neoessaty  if  the  liiK% 
Act  was  to  be  worked  luumonioadj.  If  ^ 
country  required  the  serricea  of  siutied  m 
it  should  enable  them  to  support  theiiwiwMd 
families, 

Mr.  3.  C.  RICHMOND  secmded  tlu  moUo. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  that,  with  the  inlooia- 
tion  before  him  at  the  present  time,  he  im  h 
reason  why  the  Government  should  lootdt'to 
the  motion  before  the  House ;  bat  tha  Oow» 
ment  would  do  so  if  the  faononzable  mmlm 
would  confine  it  to  men  serving  at  oatpoiti. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  renudnd  tbt  wb« 
a  man  was  out  on  picket  at  night  hewuuiii 
a  condition  to  do  any  considenLble  uiomt  i 
work  the  next  day ;  and,  under  such  dtaa 
stances,  it  was  not  liberal  for  the  GorecuMt 
to  deal  with  him  otherwise  than  m  ii  h«  in 
entirely  in  their  employ. 

Mr.  FOX  apprehended  that  it  wu  s  mtts 
which  would  be  better  left  to  the  discntioD  oi 
the  Government,  and  he  tiiought  th«  htooD- 
able  member,  having  drawn  the  sttentad 
the  Oovemment  to  it,  should  withdnt  bs 
motion. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  held  a  di&Mt 
opinion.  The  Government  shonld  be  ibm 
the  breath  of  suspicion  of  partiality.  He  of 
ported  the  motion.  He  Imew  of  catei  vha 
the  inability  to  work  both  night  and  daylul 
caused  Militiamen  to  lose  their  ntuatum, 

Major  RICHARDSON  thought  that  tht  n- 
quest,  in  a  modified  form,  would  be  a  n;  M' 
sonable  one.  A  specific  sum  should  be  sio- 
tioned,  and  "  one  night  in  three "  be  iiuotii 
instead  of  "  one  night  in  four." 

Mr.  DOMETT  thought  the  modifiotio 
should  be  to  this  efiect :  to  restrict  it  to  oft 
ried  men  whose  circumstances  reqniied  it,  i^ 
provide  that  they  should  receive  ntioiiilvtll 
day  following  the  night  on  which  they  woe  a 
duty. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  mentioned  the  case  of  M 

gerson  who,  under  the  system  pro]io«ed,»(M 
ave  £2  lis.  a  week  more  than  by  ''>U°*>'I'' 
ordinary  avocation. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  thon(^t  tha  imbm 
distinction  referred  to  by  the  honouBbltnaj 
ber  for  Nelson  City  would  cause  a  g"**.™" 
unpleasantness,  on  account  of  the  inqmstooB 
investigations  which  would  have  to  be  eet- 
ducted.  The  same  rule  should  be  «^^ 
in  all  cases  when  the  allowance  vts  m» 
for,  which,  in  a  great  many  cases,  it  woM  w 

Mr.  COLENSO  could  not  smport  the  noto 
as  it  now  stood.  He  approved  of  the  jb?* 
tion  of  the  honourable  member  forNelioiiCg 
and  advised  the  House  to  conaider  '''*'*! 
expense  per  annum  would  be  befon  theyiMW 

'Mr.  WOOD  thought  the  piopotal  pi  fl» 
Minister  for  Colonial  Defence  w»«  » ■»"  * 
Militiamen  were  not  in  the  poaitiaD  of  ma 
but,  when  serving  in  town  only,  could eaB» 
fioient,  togetherwith  their  Militia  pay.w""" 
them  to  sui^rt  themselves  and  l*''^,  •'^fS 
The  motion  would,  add  very  conaidew^  »  •■ 
Militia  expenditure. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


186S.] 


Petition  of 


(HOUSE.]  Captain  CampbeU. 


84ft 


Hr.  ATKINSON  said  tbev  had  no  ridit  to 
consider  the  expense,  bat  if  they  employed  men 
tbey  should  soppoit  them.  He  was  willing  to 
bMit  the  wora  "  three  "  in  his  motion,  instead 
offonr." 

Hr.  SPEAKER  said  that  wonld  not  be  regn- 
Iv,  and  he  was  not  sore  whether  the  motion 
tkonld  not  rather  have  been  moved  in  Com- 
mittee  of  Snpply. 

Ur.  ATKINSON  then  withdrew  the  motion, 
with  the  intention  of  bringing  it  on  again  in  an 
•mended  form. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

NATIVE  SCHOOLS. 

Hr.  O.  QBAHAM  moved  for  a  return  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Otawhao  School  and  esta- 
Uishment  from  the  1st  August,  1862,  to  the 
bteaking-up  of  that  establishment,  inclnding 
a  letnm  of  all  moneys  drawn  by  Mr.  Ooist 
from  the  Church  of  England  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, &o.,  also  from  the  balances  of  educational 
frnds  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor 
aoootding  to  clauses  8  and  14  of  the  Education 
Act  of  18S8,  or  from  any  other  source,  the  above 
letoin  to  include  the  salary  and  allowances  of 
Xr.  Gorst;  also  that  paid  to  his  assistants 
w  clerks,  interpreters,  schoolmasters,  artificers, 
lalwarets,  Ac.,  with  the  name  of  each  individual 
employed ;  also,  the  number  of  children,  ac- 
eoraing  to  the  monthly  school  returns,  boajxled 
sad  educated  in  the  Otawhao  institution,  from 
the  Ist  August,  1862,  to  the  SOth  April,  1863, 
stating  whether  they  were  Maoris,  half-castes, 
or  Europeans ;  also  the  expense  of  breaking- 
op  the  Otawhao  establishment,  including  re- 
nfaval  and  carriage  of  goods  and  stores  to  Auck- 
land, and  the  present  cost  of  the  students  re- 
maining in  Auckland  ;  also  for  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  (if  any  were  given)  to  Mr. 
Goat  on  entering  upon  his  duties  In  Waikato, 
and  on  assuming  the  management  of  the  Ota- 
whao and  Kohekphe  establishments,  with  the 
sums  he  was  empowered  to  expend.  He  put 
this  motion  on  the  Order  Paper  because  he 
thought  the  expenditure  had  oeen  excessive, 
and  one  that  the  House  wonld  not  have  sanc- 
tioned. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IiAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved.  That  the 
"  Betam  of  all  land  claims,  showing  in  detail 
lhe_  olaimante'  names,  the  locality  and  extent 
claimed,  the  year  in  which  the  land  waa  bought, 
the  payment  given  to  the  Natives,  the  area  sur- 
veyed, the  way  in  which  each  claim  wab  dis- 
P<»ed  of,  the  quantity  of  land  awarded  or 
granted,  and  the  amount  of  scrip,  money,  or 
debentures  issued,"  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  Land  Claims  Commissioner,  presented  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  on  the  8th  July, 
lt63,  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOR  seconded  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

>  PETITION  OP  CAPTAIN  CAMPBELL. 
Mr.  CURTIS— in  moving,  That  the  petition  of 
C^tain  Edward  Qervase  Campbell,  laid  on  the 


table  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Private  Grievances  —  said' 
there  were  many  other  claimants  in  the  same 
position,  their  luggage  being  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  William  Kmg  [of  Matakatea] ,  who  waa 
willing  to  give  it  up,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
hostile  Natives.  If  the  Committee  reported  iit 
favour  of  this  claim,  the  others  would  follow 
as  a  matter  of  coarse. 

Mr.  FOX  did  not  see  that  the  honourabla 
member  had  made  out  a  case  against  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  the^  had  no  objection  to  allotr 
the  case  to  be  considered  by  the  Committee. 

Captain  BUTLER  said  it  was  true  that  thft 
"  Lord  Worsley  "  had  been  given  to  the  Natives^ 
after  the  passengers  had  taken  out  of  it  every- 
thingthey  oould.  He  had  himself  asked  Cap- 
tain vine  Hall  how  he  could  give  away  a  vesseL 
that  was  insured,  and  he  replied  that  in  this  in> 
stance  he  was  agent  for  Lloyd's  himself.  The- 
agent  for  Lloyd's  at  Taranaki,  Mr.  Gledhill, 
afterwards  ordered  the  wreck  to  be  sold,  and  it 
was  purchased  for  £266  by  the  Superintendent, 
who  had  previously  arranged  with  himself 
(Captain  Butler)  and  the  member  for  FranUin' 
(Mr.  B.  Graham)  that,  if  the  General  Govern- 
ment refused  to  pay  the  cost,  they  would  bo- 
responsible  for  it.  The  object  of  this  was  to- 
prevent  war  being  caused  by  people  baying 
the  wreck  who  would  attempt  to  take  possessioix 
of  their  property.  He  had  since  been  informed 
by  the  Superintendent  of'  Taranaki  that  the 
Gheneral  Government  had  refused  to  pay  the- 
money.  With  regard  to  the  luggage,  an  equal 
share  of  every  one's  was  brought  away,  Dut- 
Captain  Campbell  would  not  do  the  least 
thing  to  preserve  his  own  property,  and  would 
not  go  on  Doard  to  look  after  it,  or  attend  to  his- 
wife  and  family. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  suggested  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Frankun,  who  had  just  entered 
the  House,  should  explain  what  promise  waa 
made  to  the  Natives,  and  how  far  such  promise 
was  a&ected  by  subsequent  transactions. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  entered  at  some  length 
into  the  particulars  of  the  aSair.  At  Captain 
Hall's  request  he  had  informed  the  Natives  thatt 
if  they  passed  on  the  passengers  and  their  lug- 
gage safe  to  Taranaki,  they  might  have  the  ship, 
or  rather  the  planks  and  cargo,  for  he  had  dis- 
tinctly told  them  that  the  ship  itself  wasoiot  his, 
and  that,  though  he  would  not  take  it  away,  if 
they  got  it  ofi  tiiemselves  they  could  not  sell  it. 
In  the  coals  Captain  Campbell  had  concealed  his 
gun,  sword,  pistol,  and  ammunition  anknown  to 
him  (Mr.  R.  Graham),  the  finding  of  which  led 
the  Natives  to  distrust  him,  he  having  told  them 
that  there  were  no  arms  or  ammunition  in  the 
ship.  After  that  they  searched  the  ship  again, 
and  found  the  gold.  [With  regard  to  the  sale  the 
honourable  member  gave  a  similar  account  to 
that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mongonni, 
whom,  with  himself,  he  now  looked  upon  as 
responsible  to  pay  for  the  wreck.] 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  was  not  prepared  tO' 
negative  the  present  motion ;  but  he  trusted  that 
the  Government  wonld  see  fit  to  place  upon  th» 
estimates  a  provision  for  repaying  the  amount 
inouned  so  judiciously  and  almost  inevitably- 
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|w  {he  hononiable  membetfl  for  Franklin  and 
lCong<mtii. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

GOIiDFIELDS. 

Mr.  VOGEL  moved  for  the  production  of  any 
papers  or  information  in  possession  of  the  Go- 
-retnment  relating  to  the  finding,  or  probability 
■of  finding,  gold  at  the  WaUcato.  Since  he 
4iad  given  notice  of  this  motion  he  believed 
that  some  important  information  had  reached 
the  Oovenunent  with  respect  to  the  finding  of 
gold  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Thames,  and  he 
Sierefoxe  begged  to  add  the  words  "and  the 
°?%ames."  He  had  frequently  heard  of  reports 
eoming  down  of  gold  having  been  found  in  the 
tribntajies  of  the  Waikato  and  the  Thames; 
-and  he  had  been  told  that  when  Mr.  Mtkntell 
was  in  office  application  had  been  made  to  have 
the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Thames 
examined,  it  being  reported  at  the  time  that 
nuggets  of  an  ounce  in  weight  bad  been  dis- 
covered there.  The  Government  refused  to  have 
this  examination  made,  on  the  ground,  he  be- 
lieved, that  it  might  cause  a  disturbanbe  with 
the  Natives.  The  House  would  readily  per- 
ceive that  this  reason  did  not  now  exist,  and 
frobably  the  finding  of  gold  on  rebel  land  would 
e  the  best  solution  of  the  Native  difficulty. 
The  diggers  were,  as  a  rule,  very  quiet  so  long 
as  they  were  left  alone ;  but  they  were  not  likely 
to  tolerate  such  outrages  as  had  taken  pla«e 
here  recently.  That  gold  should  be  found  would , 
be  believed,  be  the  readiest  means  of  obtaining 
AettleiB.  Fifty  acres  of  auriferous  land  would 
tempt  many,  and  this  resolution  therefore 
might  be  fraught  with  the  most  important 
results,  by  leading  to  the  finding  of  large 
goldfields  in  this  province.  He  would  ask 
the  .Government  whether  it  would  not  be 
worth  while  to  retain  power  in  the  Settle- 
ments BiU  to  proclaim  goldfields.  Honout- 
ftble  members  might  make  light  of  the  im- 
portance he  attached  to  this  subject ;  but  he 
had  no  donbt  that,  if  any  one  had  got  up  in 
the  Otago  Legislature  four  or  five  years  ago  and 
said  that  the  present  goldfields  there  would  be 
discovered,  he  would  not  have  been  believed. 
Now  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their  effect, 
vivifying  and  stimulating  as  they  did  all  their 
resources.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  be 
at  the  pains  to  look  up  any  information  it  pos- 
sessed upon  this  subject,  and  that  the  day  would 
come  when  there  would  be  a  hvalry  between 
the  two  provinces  as  to  which  was  the  larger 
producer  of  gold. 

Mr.  TUBTON  seconded  the  motion,  and  said 
he  had  in  his  possession  at  the  present  time 
some  specimens  of  gold  in  quartz  obtained  at 
Coromandel,  which  was  the  Thames.  During 
his  joumeyings  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  this  province,  and  theile 
was  scarcely  a  place  in  the  North  Island  where 
the  colour  of  it  had  not  been  found.  In  the 
Auckland  Province  in  Poverty  Bay,  at  the  Bul- 
ler,  and  on  the  West  Coast  down  to  Otago,  gold 
was  found.  A  few  years  ago  no  one  would  have 
dreamt  that  forty- two  tons  of  gold  would  be 
exported  from  Otago.  Commencing  at  Capo 
Ur.  Stafford     ' 


Golville  there  was  a  line  of  reefs  rma^atg  ob 
some  hundred  and  twenty  miles  to  CoroimadeL 
They  had  never  found  reefs  there  yet,  bat  then 
were  leaders  to  leefa  which  would  pcotiaUy  ha&- 
after  be  found,  but  they  required  the  inve^nant 
of  Melbourne  capital.  In  Ancklwid  every  mia% 
money  was  invested  in  his  own  boaineas,  and  ha' 
looked  upon  all  fligging  as  involving  too  mw^ 
risk.  It  they  went  higher  up,  nearer  tlit 
Thames — between  Coromandel  laid  the  Thaiaes 
— the  Natives  would  tell  them  that  alhmal 
diggings  existed  there.  When  he  was  in  Con- 
mandel  a  friendly  chief  came  to  him  and  asked 
to  see  the  machine  they  had  there,  which  cost 
something  like  £4,000.  He  showed  it  to  him, 
and  pointed  out  the  impossibility  of  the  Maotis 
doing  anything  with  reef  stone.  The  chief  i»- 
plied,  "  Yon  are  quite  right,  and  we  are  great 
fools :  we  will  get  out  the  shaJUow  first,  and  tha 
we  will  go  to  the  Governor  and  tell  him  to  send 
Uie  pakeha  to  get  out  the  deep."  Some  boooar- 
able  members  would  recollect  th&t  as  a  Native 
was  travelling  through  the  Waikato  eoontiy  ts 
Mongonui,  and  sat  down  to  light  his  pipe,  stalk- 
ing a  match  upon  a  bright  stone,  it  spuUed  se 
much  that  he  took  it  down  to  Mongonui,  aad  it 
turned  out  that  there  was  gold  in  it.  AH  tfcis 
part  of  the  country  would  no  donbt  o<mie  udAk 
the  regulations  made  for  military  setUemest, 
but  it  would  be  a  digging  population.  Tbmtb 
were  persons  now  proepectiiig  in  the  bndi  at 
Wairoa,  and  they  prospected  for  gold  every  tiae 
they  went  there  on  their  military  dutiea.  Tb<*8 
was  no  doubt  that  gold  was  to  be  found  in  the 
Waikato  District,  and  he  thought  the  aariferoi 
land  should  be  excepted  from  the  opeiatidB  d 
the  Act.  He  believed  there  was  far  more  gold  n 
the  country  than  would  be  sufficient  to  gm 
compensation  to  all  the  settlers  who  claimed 
it. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  had  no  objection  to  fn- 
dnoe  all  the  papers  they  had  in  ref^xnoe  to  ttii 
subject,  but  he  did  not  think  that  anything  vary 
valuable  would  be  found  in  them.  No  dookt 
during  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  mnnths  than 
had  been  many  reports  of  tiie  finding  of  goU  al 
the  Thames,  the  Waikato,  and  on  ttie  l&it 
Coast ;  but  the  land  had  not  been  prospeoted, 
and  they  could  not  say  what  would  be  tha  le- 
sult.  Taking  into  consideration,  however,  die 
geological  appearance  of  tiie  country,  there  -was 
reason  to  believe  that  alluvial  diggings  wooldte 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Thamni.ani 
that  before  many  years  had  pcksaed  goldCelfb 
would  be  found  here  equal  in  value  to  any  ia 
other  pacts  of  the  colony.  At  present,  hcrwvns, 
they  had  no  information  of  a  specific  rhararntw 
— it  was  all  of  a  speculattive  kind. 

Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BUX. 
Mr.  WOOD.— In  accordance  with  the  resola- 
tion  come  to  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueaas 
and  adopted  by  the  House—  namely,  That  the 
expense  of  suppressing  the  Native  insutreetioB. 
and  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  colonising 
the  rebel  districts,  should  be  provided  for  {(v 
loan — I  have  now  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
the  Iioau''BilI,  which  w«a  seat  down  yestcra^ 
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it;  message  from  &e  Governor.  In  doing  this 
I  will  proceed  to  stale  somewhat  more  in  detail 
-than  I  have  been  able  to  do  yet  what  the  Qo- 
vsmment  hope  to  be  able  to  carty  out,  should 
the  House  place  at  its  disposal  the  funds  asked 
for  by  this  Bill.  My  honourable  friend  the 
-Colonial  Secretary  stated  on  a  former  occasion 
th&t  the  object  of  the  Government  was  to  intro- 
duce into  this  country  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thousand  people.  We  propose  to  locate  them 
in  the  following  manner :  la  the  Waikato  Dis- 
trict, say,  about  ten  thousand  men;  in  the 
Taranaki  and  Wanganui  Districts,  about  five 
tboosaud :  and  we  propose  also  to  set  apart  for 
the  Provinces  of  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay 
about  five  thousand  more  men,  to  be  introduced 
into  those  proviaces  when  there  is  sufficient  land 
for  occupation  by  them.  In  introducing  settlers 
of  this  description,  it  is  our  intention  to  intro- 
duce with  them  a  moderate  proportion  of  their 
wives  and  families.  We  do  not  propose  to 
limit  them  to  families  of  simply  one  or  two ; 
but  we  propose  to  introduce  with  them  a  num- 
ber of  women  and  children.  We  take  the  ave- 
rage of  families  as  they  may  happen  to  be ;  but 
it  IS,  of  course,  impossible  for  me  to  state  the 
number  of  children  each  family  should  have. 
Bat  in  doing  so  we  shall  introduce  a  fair  pro- 
portion, so  that  there  shall  be  no  great  in- 
tquaUty  of  the  sexes.  With  reference  to  the 
introduction  of  these  people,  we  propose  that 
the  course  of  settlement  shall  as  much  as  pos- 
sible follow  the  course  of  the  troops — that  is  to 
say,  that,  as  the  land  is  taken  up  by  military 
'Occupation  and  secured,  settlement  shall  follow 
as  soon  as  possible  upon  the  land  so  secured. 
Fedtaps  the  best  way  in  which  I  can  illustrate 
ibis  is  by  taking  a  particular  instance.  In  oase 
the  plan  and  details  in  the  papers  presented  to 
the  House  should  be  carried  out — ^namely,  that 
a  line  of  posts  should  be  extended  from  the 
Thames  to  Waikato — then  I  apprehend  that 
all  the  country  within  that  line  will  be  as  safe 
for  occupation  as  the  oountry  within  the  line  of 
the  Waiioa  posts.  And  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  settlements  should  not  be  formed  at  an 
early  period  within  that  line.  It  is  also  part 
■of  the  policy  of  the  Government  that,  as  these 
■ettlements  are  established,  and  the  land  is 
given  to  the  people  occupying  them,  farms  for 
sale  shadl  be  laid  out  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  settlements ;  and  in  that  way  we  shall  be 
introducing  labour  into  the  districts,  and  capital 
will  follow  there,  too,  so  that  the  settlers  will 
not  be  dependent  upon  the  Govomment  for  em- 
ployment. We  consider  that  a  moderate  sum 
should  be  set  apart  fox  public  works,  for  their 
employment ;  so  that,  instead  of  being  dependent 
upon  Uie  Government,  the  settlements  will  be 
self-supporting.  It isnotmyobjectnortheobject 
of  any  member  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
pauper  settlements  into  the  country.  It  is  not 
*ar  object,  by  the  too  rapid  influx  of  population, 
to  render  it  dependent  upon  charitable  aid  from 
the  Government ;  but  it  is  our  object  that  the 
territory  which  will  be  taken  in  these  rebel 
districts  shall  be  occupied,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  labour  shall  follow  conquest  in  such  pro- 
portion as  shall  be  mutually  beneficial  to  the 


State  and  the  people.  I  have  taken  an  oppoi» 
tunity  of  stating  before  that  the  mere  voting  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing,  as  it  is 
called,  the  present  rebellion — the  voting  of 
money  for  the  mere  purpose  of  enabling  the 
General  to  obtain  a  victory  over  the  rebels — 
will  not  definitely  and  finally  settle  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  distinct  characteristic  of  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government  that,  to  pre- 
vent all  future  rebellion  and  the  possibility  of 
a  farther  insurrection,  not  only  should  the 
present  rebellion  be  put  down,  but  that  the 
country  should  be  colonized  at  the  same  time. 
In  the  first  instance,  we  propose  to  complete 
the  number  of  five  thousand  men  for  the  Wai- 
kato regiment,  which  number  will  be  its  full 
complement.  At  present  upwards  of  two  thou- 
sand men  have  been  introduced  from  New 
South  Wales  and  Australia  generally,  and 
some  others  have  been  obtained  in  this  colony ; 
so  that  a  f  uHher  immigration  of  some  2,300  men 
will  be  required.  These  men  will  be  fully 
armed  and  equipped,  and  will  occupy  the  fron- 
tier line,  and  by  that  means  secure  the  peace 
'of  the  districts  between  this  and  the  frontier. 
The  other  districts  will  be  of  a  semi-^ilitaiy 
character.  The  people  will  be  armed,  and  will 
have  to  be  disciplined  and  go  through  a  certain 
amount  of  training.  There  will  be  stockades 
built ;  but  we  do  not  propose  that  these  people 
shall  be  so  fully  organized  as  those  in  the  Wai- 
kato. Not  only  is  it  our  intention  to  fill  up  the 
districts  with  a  European  population,  but  one 
of  our  main  objects  is  to  set  apart  a  certain. 

?ortion  of  land  for  all  decently-disposed  Natives, 
t  is  not  part  of  our  policy  to  drive  the  Natives 
into  the  hills  and  woods — to  drive  them,  in  fact, 
into  brigandage  and  murder ;  but  we  desire  to 
give  them  a  specific  proprietorship  of  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  oountry,  which  they  will 
hold  under  Crown  grant.  With  reference  to 
the  quantity  of  land  that  will  be  required  for 
these  various  purposes,  we  estimate  it  as  fol- 
lows :  For  the  looation  of  ten  thousand  men  in 
Waikato,  at  fifty  acres  each,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres.  In  the  Waikato  District  we  esti- 
mate there  are  four  thousand  adult  Natives, 
and  by  giving  them  tfrioe  the  quantity  of  land 
we  propose  to  give  the  Waikato  settlers  — 
namely,  one  hundred  acres  each — it  will  require 
four  hundred  thousand  acres  for  the  Natives 
there — that  is,  if  all  come  in  and  consent  to 
live  in  peace  and  order.  The  five  thousand 
men  that  we  propose  to  locate  in  Taranaki 
will  require  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres.  In  this  district  there  is  an  adult  Na- 
tive population  of  say  one  thousand,  and  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  will  be  required  for 
them.  Therefore  1,250,000  acres  of  land  will, 
altogether,  be  required.  If  we  take  the  total 
area  of  land  in  rebel  districts,  it  will  be  found 
that  it  amounts  to  8,500,000  acres,  and  we  have 
obtained  information  from  persons  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  districts,  and  quality  of  the 
land,  that  one-half  of  it  will  be  available  fot 
settlement ;  therefore  we  have  for  settlement 
1,250,000  acres.  If  we  deduct  from  that  the 
quantity  required  for  the  location  of  European 
settlers  and  the  Natives,  there  will  be  a  balance 
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of  three  millions  for  sale,  reserves,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  the  territory  of  those  loyal  Na- 
tives who  may  not  be  desirons  of  disposing  of 
their  lands.  I  said  there  was  a  balance  of 
three  millions  of  acres,  and,  supposing  we  set 
ftpart  five  hundred  thousand  acres  for  roads  and 
reserves,  and  one  million  acres  for  land  that 
may  be  retained  by  the  loyal  Natives,  it  will 
still  leave  a  million  and  a  half  acres  for 
sale.  Of  coarse  it  would  not  be  desirable,  if  it 
were  even  possible,  to  dispose  of  this  land  at 
once;  but,  by  bringing  it  into  the  market 
judiciously,  it  appears  to  us  that  a  million 
and  a  half  acres  economically  dealt  with  and 
properly  sold  will  realize  at  the  very  least 
£2  per  acre,  and  that  £3,000,000  will  be  ob- 
taiiied  by  the  time  these  arrangements  are  com- 
pleted. I  should  be  sorry  that  the  House 
should  suppose  that  the  Oovemment  looked 
upon  this  as  a  commercial  undertaldng.  It  is, 
in  our  opinion,  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
Beouri^  and  safety  of  the  country;  but,  at  the 
same  bme,  it  is  not  only  necessary  but  perfectly 
right  that  we  should  give  you  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  cost  of  all  these  operations,  and 
the  return  that  is  expected  from  them.  It 
will  be  clear,  I  thinic,  from  this  statement 
that  there  is  every  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
£2,500,000  which  wo  now  ask  you  to  vote 
being  repaid  without  any  difiSculty  whatever 
by  the  sale  of  land.  Sir,  I  stated  to  the  House 
the  other  evening  the  various  purposes  to  which 
we  proposed  to  apply  the  loan.  There  have 
been  certain  slight  modifications  made  in  the 
schedule  to  the  loan  Bill  since.  It  now  stands 
as  follows:  Cost  of  suppressing  the  rebellion, 
Ac,  £1,000,000 ;  introduction  of  population  to 
the  Northern  Island,  £300,000 ;  cost  of  survey 
and  other  expenses,  £900,000;  for  the  con- 
struction of  telegraphs,  £1S0,000 ;  lighthouses, 
£50,000  for  purposes  specified  in  the  Loan  Act 
of  1862,  £600,000 :  leaving  a  balance  for  future 
ftppropriation  of  £100,000,  and  making  a  total  of 
iKl,000,000.  I  now  beg  to  move  the  second 
leading  of  the  Ijoan  BiU. 

Mr.  FITZOEBAIiD  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  A  scheme  of  this  kind, 
involving  such  large  figures,  and  financial 
arrangements  which  at  firsff  sight  were  by  no 
means  very  obvious,  was  not  one  which  should 
be  hastily  discussed.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
the  House  would  feel  with  him  that  a  few 
hours  to  consider  these  figures,  when  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  the  advantage  of  studying 
them  for  some  weeks,  was  not  sufficient.  He 
said  some  weeks,  because  the  scheme  laid  before 
the  House  was  in  its  outline  precisely  the  same 
as  that  which  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  late  Government.  The  Financial  State- 
ment had  only  been  made  a  diort  time ;  since 
then  they  had  had  no  opportunity  of  studying 
it,  and  he  must  say  it  would  show  most  in- 
decent haste  to  proceed  with  this  discussion  at 
once.  As  the  representative  of  a  large  part  of 
the  Middle  Island  he  should  feel  that,  if  his 
oonstitaency  should  learn  that  they  had  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  this  grave  question  withm  a 
few  hours,  they  would  consider  that  honourable 
members  had  mled  in  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 
mr.Wood 


The  motion  for  the  adjommmnit  of  tin  d«. 
bate  was  put  and  carried. 

On  the  question  of  what  day  the  debits 
should  be  adjourned  to  being  raised,  Mr.  VStJi 
GBBAIiD  proposed  that  it  ^ould  be  MandsT. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  the  Govemmest,  be- 
lieving tliat  there  was  a  general  feelmg  that 
the  business  of  the  session  should  be  got  o« 
with,  thought  there  should  be  as  littU  ddsy  as 
possible  in  the  discussion  of  this  and  o^ 
questions.  To  jnrevent  delay,  thej>ra«nt  Go- 
vernment had,  since  they  took  office,  iraktd 
night  and  day,  and  he  (Mr.  Wood)  bad  in- 
quently,  after  leaving  the  House,  gone  to  md 
at  his  office  instead  of  going  home.  Theylitd 
done  all  this  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  honomiidi 
members,  aiid  he  thought  an  adjoammeat  t» 
Monday  would  be  an  mmeoessaiy  delay.  Ht 
moved.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  m^  tti* 
next  day. 

Major  BICHABDSON  sud  that  theit  grati- 
tude was  due  to  the  Ministry  for  their  eSom 
to  get  through  the  business  of  the  session;  bit 
they  should  not  ask  for  a  reciprocal  obligatia 
by  the  hasty  consideration  of  this  meume, 
after  which  they  would  have  to  rstnm  to  their 
constitnenoies  and  say  that  they  had  aathocxd 
a  loan  of  three  millions  of  money  withootdo* 
discussion. 

Mr.  WILSON  ao^tiitted  the  Govenunentot 
any  wish  to  get  this  loan  passed  without  do- 
cqssion;  but  there  was  a  great  difference  be- 
tween putting  the  debate  ofi  tiU  Mondsj  and 
taking  it  up  the  next  day.  The  qnesUoii  hid 
been  fully  discussed  by  the  public  Pieu,  oA 
the  subject  of  what  amount  of  loon  should  li 
raised  had  been  discussed  over  and  orerigiii.. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  there  was  nothing  men 
remote  from  the  mind  of  the  Oovemment  than 
the  idea  of  avoiding  discussion,  and  for  that 
reason  they  wanted  the  adjournment  to  u  eai^ 
a  period  as  possible.  No  indecent  haste  had  baa 
shown,  and  there  was  really  nothing  more  to  be 
known  than  what  had  appeared  in  the  IGiiii- 
terial  statement.  The  wnole  of  the  bnad 
principles  of  the  loan  had  been  befcn  tbs 
House  before,  and  the  details  of  how  the  amn- 
priatJons  should  be  made  were  really  all  oat 
honourable  members  would  find  room  to  diKSI 
now;  they  did  not  therefore  require  any  tin 
to  arrange  their  thooghts  in  periods. 

Mr.  FITZGEBAIJ)  regretted  to  heai  the 
honourable  member  addrras  the  House  in  a 
strain  in  which  he  was  not  accustomed  to  ad- 
dress it  for  some  years  back.  If  the  Coiaml 
Secretary  occupied  his  (Mr.  FitsGerald'a)  ]^ 
he  was  quite  sure  that  he  would  make  tiiig*- 
ous  an  opposition  to  the  hasty  diseosiiaai' 
this  measure  as  he  (Mr.  FitxG«rald)  did,  and 
he  regretted  to  hear  the  Colonial  Sea^Q 
sneering  at  honourable  members  using  roonded 
periods.  If  the  Government  required  anj 
course  to  be  taken  he  was  not  prepared,  in  tie 
present  crisis  of  the  colony « to  oppose  it;  sad,  n 
the  debate  was  to  be  adjourned  nntfl  the  next 
day,  they  might  as  well  go  on  with  it  at  w», 
for  practically  they  would  have  had  M  littW 
opportunity  of  studying  the  question  by  m 
next  day  as  they  liad  then.    He  wu  om  « 
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those  mortals  of  limited  capacity  who  reqnired 
some  little  knowledge  of  facts  to  enable  them  to 
fonn  an  opinion ;  and  if  thoy  were  driven  to 
substitute  for  logical  argaments  flowing  sen- 
timents and  rounded  periods  they  could  not 
help  it. 
Debate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

SECOND  READING. 
Religious,     Charitable,     and    Educational 
Trusts  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

HAWKE'S   BAY   WASTE   LANDS    ACT- 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  QBMOND  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  and  explained  the  objects  of  the 
Bill. 

Hr.  COLENSO  said  he  considered  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  and  that,  too,  in  the  most 
determined  and  energetic  manner.  He  called 
the  serious  attention  of  honourable  members  to 
the  facts  he  should  adduce  respecting  the  Bill' 
— facts  which  the  honourable  member  for  Olive 
himself  could  not  dispute)  although  no  doubt 
he  would  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  them. 
Ue  hoped  the  House  would  not  for  a  moment 
look  on  the  matter  before  them  as  pertaining 
merely  to  a  small  province,  for,  in  his  opinion, 
all  land  legislation  was  of  first  importance  to 
the  whole  colony,  and  sooner  or  later  sure  to 
prove  to  be  such.  Before,  however,  that  he 
entered  into  the  subject,  he  wished  to  quote  a 
few  words  to  show  the  House  the  curious  posi- 
tion in  which  he  then  stood — in  fact,  occupying 
the  same  ground  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Olive  himself  did  last  year.  In  the  Hawke's 
Bay  Herald,  of  25th  March,  1862,  it  was  re- 
corded,— 

"  Mr.  Colenso  asked  the  member  for  Poranga- 
haa  (Mr.  Ormond)  to  add  the  following  to  his 
resolution :  *  That,  from  and  after  the 
day  of  ,  no  land  should  be  sold  at  less 

than  10s.  per  acre ;'  and  then  he  (Mr.  Colenso) 
would  cordially  support  it  both  there  and  in  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives." 

And  what  was  the  reply  by  the  honourable 
member  ?    Why, — 

— "  that  he  could  not  honestly  agree  to  the 
proposed  augmentation  of  price — he  would 
oppose  it,  and  would  publicly  state  in  his  place 
that  be  considered  the  amendment  unfair,  and 
that  be  would  use  his  utmost  exertions  in  the 
otHer  House  to  prevent  its  becoming  law." 

That  was  how  the  ease  stood  lost  year.  But 
hoDonzable  members  should  know  that  that 
whieh  be  then  wished  to  do  was  not  now  sought 
to  be  done  by  this  Bill.  What  he  sought  was  a 
mocb  more  comprehensive  and  fair  alteration 
— ^to  Huse  the  price  of  all  the  land  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  whereas  this  Bill  only  sought  to  raise 
tiie  price  of  the  land  in  one  comer  of  it,  and 
that  the  most  broken  and  inaccessible.  This 
portion  of  the  province,  the  broken  country 
north  of  Napier,  was  to  be  shut  up  and  taxed 
to  benefit  the  southern  and  richer  portion.  He 
knew  that  he-should  bo  told  by  the  honourable 
the  mo^er,  in  bis  reply,  that  it  was  now  neces- 
•aiy  to  do  so  in  order  to  have  security  for  the 
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Loan  Act  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Hawke's 
Bay  Provincial  Council,  and  which,  indeed,  was 
referred  to  in  the  Bill.  But  he  should  show  to 
the  House  that  such  Loan  Act  was  unnecessary. 
He  would  call  their  attention  to  the  following 
figures,  called  from,  official  papers  before  them : 
In  1858 — ^the  year  in  which  the  Province  of 
Hawke's  Bay  was  hatched— the  exports  were 
£24,270,  and  the  imports  £4,786 ;  in  1862  the 
exporte  were  £60,090,  and  the  imjiorts  £83,294. 
The  actual  revenue  received  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  March,  1863,  was  £31,000; 
the  expenditure  for  that  year  was  £26,331 ;  and 
the  balance  in  the  Treasury  chest  on  the  Slst 
March,  1863 — at  the  time  when  he  left  office, 
and  the  new  Government  came  in — was  £9,564 ; 
and  yet,  with  such  a  balance  of  nearly  £10,000, 
and  an  estimated  revenue  for  1863  of  £21,977, 
the  first  thing  the  new  Government  did  was  to 
pass  a  Loan  Act,  which  loan  he  also  feared,  for 
several  valid  reasons,  would  prove  unproductive. 
That  was  the  state  of  the  province,  and  it  was 
to  support  the  Loan  Act  that  this  Bill  was  now 
before  them.  The  new  Superintendent  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  in  his  opening  speech,  had  said, — 

"  Most  members  were  aware  that  it  had  been 
a  steady  reproach  against  this  province  that  it 
had  too  rapidly  alienated  its  landed  estate; 
but  the  Government  were  now  making  on  eSort 
to  make  a  good  use  of  what  remained." 

Now,  if  that  statement  meant  anything,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Clive  would  agree 
to  cany  out  that  statement  of  the  Superinten- 
dent in  its  entireness  and  integrity,  and  fsdrly 
raise  the  price  of  all  the  lands  of  the  province, 
he  would  heartily  support  him.  He  had  shown 
the  Bill  to  be  unnecessary :  he  would  now  show 
it  to  be  partial  and  unfair,  if  not  actually  un- 
just. It  contained  the  elements  of  that  severest 
kind  of  injustice  and  oppression — that  of  the 
big  of  one  class  tyrannizing  over  the  little  of  the 
same.  In  short,  it  was  jast  the  big  fish  eating 
up  the  little  ones.  The  Provincial  Council  of 
Hawke's  Bay  consisted  of  fifteen  members,  nine 
of  whom,  including  the  Superintendent,  were 
runholders — ^whioh  interest  was  the  dominant 
one  there,  and  would  be,  he  feared,  for  some  time 
to  oome — four  were  Government  officers  and 
agents  of  runholders,  and  two  only  were  indepen- 
dent members,  one  of  whom,  being  the  Speaker,, 
was  unfortunately  precluded  from  speaking.  It 
would  perhaps  scarcely  be  credited  that  those 
very  runholmng  gentlemen,  while  they  sought 
to  shut  up  and  raise  the  price  of  the  land  in 
the  northern  and  poorer  parts  of  the  provmce, 
actually  took  good  care  to  exempt  their  own 
more  favoured  southern  portion,  which  honour-  . 
able  members  would  more  readily  see  from  the 
electoral  district  maps  of  Clive  and  Napier  before 
them.  To  show  this  still  more  clearly,  he 
would  call  their  attention  to  the  quantity  of 
the  Crown  land  of  the  Province  of  Hawke's  Bay. 
From  official  papers  he  found  that  the  approxi- 
mate SMsreage  of  agricultural  land  unsold 
was  60,000  acres ;  of  unagricultural,  360,000 ; 
of  unavailable  (mountainous,  &c),  318,000;  and 
of  bush,  107,000— making  a  total  of  845,000 
acres  of  unsold  Crown  land  in  that  province.  Of 
this,  the  present  Bill  sought  to  shut  up  and  raise 
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the  price  of  200,000  acres  of  the  poorer  and  most 
inaccessible  land,  almost  destitute  of  roads  and 
■oaroely  hoping  to  have  any — and  less  than  one- 
fouith  of  the  whole — to  benefit  the  large,  richer, 
snd  fairer  southern  part,  possessing  good  roads 
And  bridges,  and  which  was  altogether  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill.  In  short,  this 
Bill  would  be  very  similar  in  its  operation  to 
what  was  formerly  complained  of  by  Hawke's 
Bay,  as  a  hardship  inflicted  by  Wellington — the 
impoverishing  of  the  extreme  north  to  benefit 
the  south.  Further  still,  it  sought  to  raise  the 
price  per  acre  per  annum  of  the  poorer  northern 
runs.  Now,  from  official  papers  he  found  that 
the  whole  amount  of  license-fees  and  assess- 
ments on  runs  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Province 
for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1862 — 
including  also  some  fees  for  the  years  1860  and 
1861 — at  id.  and  ^d.  per  acre  on  415,000  acres 
«f  Crown  land,  was  £673  ISs.  T^.;  while  at  the 
same  time  those  very  runholders  were  paying  to 
Maoris — from  a  return  on  the  table — £2,022  per 
■.nnnm  for  76,000  acres,  or  7d;  per  acre.  They 
would  willingly  give  that  price — and  perhaps  a 
higher  still — to  the  Maoris ;  but,  while  they 
49ould  not  give  above  a  farthing  and  a  half- 
penny to  their  Government — who,  they  said, 
wanted  money  —  they  comfortably  agreed  to 
icttiae  the  price  to  their  poorer  and  struggling 
neighbour  colonists.  Again,  in  June,  only  three 
mouths  after  the  said  Provincial  Council  had 
|)assed  their  new  Land  Regulations,  contained 
jn  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  the  same 
Covemment  sold  by  auction  17,860  acres  of 
land  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  pro- 
vince at  Ss.  per  acre,  of  which  12,000  acres 
were  bought  by  one  lucky  individual,  who 
bad.  also  purchased  several  blocks  of  12,000 
acres  before.  This  advantage,  however,  was  to 
be  denied  by  them,  through  this  Bill,  to  their 
less  fortunate  fellow -settlers.  Having  shown 
the  House  the  unfairness  of  the  Bill,  he  would 
not  occupy  their  time  much  longer ;  he  would 
merely  add  that  the  new  Land  Begulations  con- 
tained in  the  BiU  had  been  strongly  protested 
against  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Provincial  Council 
by  the  one  member  for  the  northern  district  then 
jiresent,  as  well  as  by  himself,  and  by  a  public 
meeting  held  aiao  in  that  district  since  —  the 
petition  from  which  meeting  he  believed  Major 
Whitmore  had  signed  ~-  and  that  he  himself 
had  been  repeatedly  asked  in  Kapier  to  aid  in 
jetting  up  a  public  meeting  to  protest  more 
Btrongly  against  both  partial  Land  Regulations 
and  vie  Loan  Act,  but  he  had  declined^  on  the 
solo  ground  of  having  to  do  his  duty  concerning 
the  Bill  here  in  the  House.  He  also  thought 
that  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood  was  very  doubt- 
.fuUy  legal,  as  the  honourable  the  mover  had  not 
.embodied  the  resolution  of  the  Hawke's  Bay 
Provincial  Council  intact,  but  had  greatly  al- 
tered it  since  bis  arrival  here.  As  to  that  part 
of  the  Bill  touching  credit  lands  he  had  little  to 
eay,  save  that,  while  such  might  have  been  suit- 
■able  for  the  Province  of  Auckland,  he,  for  many 
reasons,  considered  it  highly  unsuitable  for  the 
Province  of  Hawke's  Bay.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  reject  the  Bill  as  being  partial  and 
«niair ;  or,  if  the  House  would  not  absolutely 
Itr,  CoUmo 


reject  it,  that  they  would  at  least  send  it  bick 
to  be  reconsidered  and  amended  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Council. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  House  had  already  l^is- 
lated  against  the  sale  of  lands  on  credit,  whitJi 
was  the  principle  sought  to  be  introduced  by  tkt 
Bill,  and  would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Act  he  referred  to. 

Mr.  ORMOND  repUed. 

The  House  divided. 

Ats8,  is. 


Atkinson 

Hurrison 

Saunders 

Bell 

Paterson 

Wells. 

CaigUl 

Richardson 

TeOtr. 

Carter 

Richmond,J.C 

.  Ormond. 

Domett 

Noes,  21. 

Baldwin 

Jollie 

Turton 

Butler 

Mantell 

Vogel 

Colenso 

O'Neill 

Wayne 

Curtis 

Rejniolds 

Williamvm.JM 

Eyes 

Russell 

WilliAmBon,Jiio 

Fitzherbert 

Stafford 

WUson. 

Fox 

Taylor,  C.  J. 

TtUer. 

Gillies 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Wood. 

Graham,  G. 

Majority  against, 

12. 

Motion  negatived. 

Bill  thrown  out. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  REPRESENTA- 
TION BILL. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  moving  the  secoiid 
reading  of  the  Otago  and  Southland  Represciita- 
tion  Bill,  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  is 
the  session  of  1860  the  honourable  member  tct 
Cheviot  and  himself  were  requested  to  draw  op 
a  Bill  making  a  reapportionment  of  the  i^^ 
sentation  of  the  colony  in  the  Hoose.  Ttai 
BiU  received  the  very  general  approbatuu  of 
honourable  members  on  all  sides,  oaving  bees 
most  carefully  dravm  with  reference  to  vaikat 
principles  which  were  generally  oonsidtted 
those  on  which  representation  should  be  based. 
It  was  not  then  supposed  that  the  adranee- 
ment  of  any  part  of  the  colony  would  be  » 
great  as  to  require  a  reapportionment  so  sooa 
as  the  present  time  ;  but  it  was  well  under- 
stood that,  in  case  there  should  be  sum 
change  of  a  very  great  character  in  the  n- 
spective  positions  of  the  various  districia,  it 
would  be  fair  to  meet  such  changes  by  a  reoeo- 
sideration  of  the  principles  on  which  the  teftt- 
sentation  had  been  apportioned;  and  last  ses- 
sion a  Bill  was  intrcxluced,  almost  without  a 
dissenting  voice,  giving  a  number  of  additional 
members  to  certain  districts  in  Otago.  The 
Province  of  Southland  had  then  only  just  beet 
established,  and  there  was  no  expectation  that 
it  would  rise  so  speedily  to  wealth  ai^  iiB- 
portanoe;  but  now,  after  the  expiration  ol  » 
year,  it  was  found  that  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth  throughout  the  southern  part 
of  the  Middle  Island  had  placed  that  part  of 
the  Island  in  a  position  of  groat  inferiority  ai 
regarded  the  balance  of  political  power — an  in- 
feriority which  the  House  ought  not  to  expect 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1863.]        Otago  and  Southland       [HOUSE.]  Bepresenfatiem  BiU.         661 


io  oontmne.  They  hod  lather  expected  that 
4be  Oovemment  would  take  some  steps  for  the 
nstoiation  of  the  balance  of  pow'ei;  but  he 
i^tetted  very  much  to  have  heard  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  QoTemment  to  propose 
any  measure  this  session,  and  he  had  conse- 
qnently  taken  upon  himself,  in  concert  with 
other  members  from  that  part  of  the  country, 
to  introduce  the  present  measure,  feeling  that, 
whatever  the  disinclination  of  the  House  to 
«pply  themselves  to  the  whole  matter  of  the 
representation  of  the  colony,  no  reasonable 
{round  could  be  urged  why  uie  representation 
of  thai  part  of  the  Island  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred should  be  mEuntained  in  its  present  in- 
ferior state.  They  would  have  been  satisfied,  if 
the  Government  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand, 
to  accept  a  moderate  number  of  additional  re- 
presentatives, and  would  have  been  disposed  to 
leave  the  number  to  the  Govenmient.  He 
thought  that,  when  honourable  members  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  immense  altera- 
tion in  wealth  and  position  that  had  taken 
place  in  those  parts  of  the  colony,  they  would 
feel  that  some  alteration  in  the  representation 
was  required,  and  still  more  so  when  they  con- 
sidered that  it  was  those  parts  of  the  colony 
which  would  mainly  have  to  pay  the  expenses 
tof  the  present  unhappy  struggle—the  realdiness 
which  the  southern  constituencies  had  shown 
.to  provide  the  necessary  funds,  and  the  sacri- 
fices which  its  members  had  made  to  come 
up  here  to  discuss  chiefly  the  affairs  of  the 
I^orthem  Island.  It  was  necessary  that  an 
alteration  should  be  made,  and,  if  they  found 
that  the  older-colonized  portions  of  the  country 
refused  to  the  new  settlements  which  had 
made  such  rapid  strides  their  fair  share  in 
the  control  of  public  affairs,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  stem  that  tide  already  flowing 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  complete  separation 
of  the  Islands.  He  had  never  favoured  that 
movement  in  the  South,  and  other  honourable 
members  had  also  endeavoured  to  discourage 
it;  but  they  had  come  to  this  conclusion:  that, 
if  the  country  was  to  remain  united  many 
years,  it  could  only  be  done  by  giving  the 
South  that  fair  share  in  the  control  of  public 
affairs  which  hitherto  it'  had  not  had,  and  on 
this  ground  principally  he  appealed  to  the 
House  to  support  this  Bill.  He  did  not  argue 
that  because  population  had  increased  repre- 
sentation should ;  but,  when  there  had  been  a 
similar  increase  in  wealth  and  social  position, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  House  could  deny  the 
justice  of  the  request. '  In  the  matter  of  trade, 
for  instance,  the  total  value  of  )imports  into  the 
colony  in  1862  was  £4,626,000,  of  which  up- 
wards of  £3,000,000  .was  the  share  of  the  three 
southern  provinces  —  Canterbury,  Otago,  and 
Southland.  The  exports  of  those  provinces  in 
the  same  year  were  upwards  of  £2,000,000, 
against  £418,000  produced  by  the  wbolo  of  the 
rest  of  the  colony ;  and  if  from  that  were  ex- 
cepted the  whole  value  of  gold  exported  from 
the  Province  of  Otago,  and  only  those  exports 
produced  all  over  the  Island  were  reckoned,  the 
amount  produced  by  these  three  was  £457,000, 
against  £418,000  from  the  whole  of  the  rest  of 


the  colony.  Now,  this  House  consisted  of 
fifty-seven  members,  and  the  representatives 
of  these  three  provinces  were  only  twenty  out 
of  that  fifty-seven,  though  their  trade  wa* 
double  that  of  the  other  parts  of  the  colony 
all  put  together.  With  regard  to  wool,  whioh 
a  few  years  ago  was  chiefly  produced  in  the 
Provinces  of  Wellington,  Hawke's  Bay,  Nelson, 
and  Wairau,  the  amount  exported  from  the 
three  southern  provinces  in  1862  was  £436,000, 
out  of  £674,000,  the  whole  quantity  exported— 
and  even  this,  in  a  young  colony,  should  have 
some  influence  on  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentation. In  population  the  contrast  was  still 
more  remarkable.  That  of  the  three  southern 
provinces  at  the  present  time  considerably  ex- 
ceeded one  hundred  tliousand,  yet  they  had 
only  twenty  members,  while  for  the  very  muoh 
smaller  population  of  the  rest  of  the  Islands 
there  were  thirty-seven.  In  Otago  itself,  ex- 
clusive of  the  miners,  there  were  nearly  forty 
thousand  residents,  and  in  Southland  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  thousand.  '  Any  attempt 
to  retain  the  balance  of  political  power  un- 
fairly against  such  a  population  would  be  the 
signal  for  a  totally  different  attitude  to  be 
taken  in  the  House  and  in  the  South  by  the 
constituencies  affected.  The  provincial  revenue 
of  the  three  Southern  provinces  in  1862  was 
£620,000,  whilst  that  of  the  rest  of  the  colony 
was  only  £307,000;  and  their  provincial  ex- 
penditure £589,000,  against  £282,000  in  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  colony.  In  that  year 
the  whole  of  the  ordinary  and  territorial  re- 
venue of  the  colony  was  £1,186,000,  of  which 
£764,000  was  contributed  by  these  three  pro- 
vinces. He  hoped  that  no  imgenerous  feeling 
would  be  supposed  to  exist  in  the  South  with 
regard  to  taxation,  for  they  had  always  been 
ready  and  willing  to  contribute  to  supplying 
the  necessities  of  the  Korth  ;  but  there  would 
be  a  strong  feeling  expressed  against  placing 
£3,000,000  at  the  absolute  control  of  any  Execu- 
tive, altogether  depriving  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  its  proper  control  of  the  expendi- 
ture year  by  year  ;  and  he  believed  it  was  only 
fair  that  they  should  keep  in  their  own  hands, 
OS  they  were  bound  to  do,  the  application  of 
so  large  a  sum  of  money,  and  only  allow  such 
portions  of  it  to  be  spent  before  the  respective 
meetings  of  the  House  as,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Government,  might  be  fairly  supposed  to.be 
expendable  in  tiie  prosecution  of  the  general 
scheme,  in  the  control  of  which  the  constituen- 
cies of  the  Middle  Island  should  have  their  fair 
share.  Hitherto  there  had  always  been  too 
much  power  allowed  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. In  future  they  must  keep  more  careful 
guard  oh  it.  But  not  only  should  they  have  their 
full  share  in  the  direction  of  the  taxation,  they 
should  be  placed  in  a  proper  position  to  enter 
upon  the  question  of  its  apportionment  next 
year,  or  the  disproportion  at  present  existing 
might  interfere  with  their  getting  a  fair  number 
of  members  apportioned  to  them ;  for  it  was  evi- 
dent that,  as  the  number  of  members  in  the 
House  could  not  well  be  made  very  much 
larger,  the  representation  of  some  constituen- 
cies would  have  to  be  reduced.   The  propositi(m. 
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to  inclnde  Oantorboiy  in  this  BUI  having  been 
negatived,  it  only  refened  to  Otago  and  South- 
land ;  but  be  did  not  conceal  that,  in  pausing 
the  Bill  through,  he  should  endeavour  to  have 
the  representation  of  Canterbury  also  reoon- 
aidered.  He  hoped  the  Qovemment  would  not 
adhere  to  their  resolution  to  oppose  the  mea- 
sure, which  he  considered  was  founded  on 
justice  and  truth. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  thought  the  arguments 
adduced  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace must  have  been  so  convincing  that  the 
Bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass  through  its  second 
stage  without  further  remarks  being  offered  in 
opposition.  He  did  think,  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  the  Ministty  would  have 
done  well  to  have  made  some  observations  to 
the  House  giving  their  views  on  the  subject. 
By  the  Constitution  Act  it  was  ordered  that 
the  representation  of  certain  electoral  districts 
diould  be  regulated  according  to  the  popula- 
tion. The  Township  of  Oamaru  was  quite  un- 
represented at  the  present  time,  yet  its  popula- 
tion exceeded  that  of  Napier.  The  District  of 
Hampden  was  proposed  to  have  another  mem- 
ber, and  Tokomairiro  and  Clutha  were  proposed 
also  to  be  represented.  The  Town  of  biveroar- 
gill,  which  was  fully  as  large  as  Lyttelton,  was 
quite  unrepresented.  To  Wallace  and  River- 
ton  it  was  proposed  additional  members  should 
be  given.  Each  of  these  districts,  he  was  con- 
Tlnced,  must  have,  at  the  least,  a  population  of 
3,600,  and  most  of  them  had  more.  If  the 
House  broke  up  before  these  new  electoral  dis- 
tricts were  formed,  he  would,  on  his  return, 
advise  his  constituents  at  once  to  agitate  for 
Separation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  other  honour- 
able members  from  the  South  would  heartily 
coincide  with  him. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  the  honourable  member 
proposing  the  motion  had  asked  the  Ghivem- 
ment  about  a  fortnight  ago  whether  the  repre- 
sentation would  be  increased.  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
had  answered,  after  he  had  consulted  his  ool- 
leMues,  that,  as  the  representation  of  Otago 
liad  been  increased  so  recently,  it  was  not  con- 
sidered desirable  to  advise  a  further  increase. 
It  was  the  intention,  however,  of  the  Qovem- 
ment that  a  general  adjustment  of  the  electoral 
districts  should  at  the  earliest  op})ortunity  take 
place.  He  put  it  to  honourable  members 
-whether,  if  the  House  was  to  get  through  the 
business  for  which  it  had  been  convened  before 
the  time  fixed  for  adjournment  if  possible,  this 
-question  could  be  adequately  and  fairly  dis- 
enssed  as  a  subject  of  its  importance  demanded. 
The  honourable  member,  in  pressing  his  resolu- 
tion, had  been  obliged  to  rely  almost  exclusively 
upon  the  statistics  of  the  year  1862.  He  could 
not  doubt  that  Otago  and  Southland  had  greatly 
increased  during  that  year,  and  since ;  but  it 
vrould  be  manifestly  unfair  to  determine  ujran 
an  adjustment  of  the  Otago  and  Southland 
representation  without  taking  into  account  the 
olaim  of  other  provinces.  He  could  not  view 
but  with  extreme  regret  the  course  which  the 
honourable  member  took  to  bring  on  a  discus- 
sion on  Separation — to  blow  up  the  little  spark 
into  a  flame — as  if  he  Heme  had  objections 
Hr.  XHOon  Belt 


against  giving  the  provinces  of  the  Middle  Island 
a  fair  representation.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
honourable  members  interested  in  the  nutter 
whether  it  would  not  be  a  bizec  prooeeding  to 
the  whole  colony  at  large  that  no  adjustment 
should  take  place  until  next  sessim,  becanst 
that  would  give  them  ample  time  to  make  the 
proposed  arrangement  before  the  elections.  By 
this  means  he  was  convinced  the  honomaUe 
member  would  gain  much  more  by  the  delay 
than  if  the  motion  were  pressed  that  night  i 
The  increase  of  population  and  wealth  most 
go  on  in  the  southern  provinces,  and  not 
session  they  would  come  forward  yiith  such  a 
well-accredited  petition  for  further  extenaianof 
electoral  representation  that  he  would  notaay 
they  might  not  get  four  times  as  many  mem- 
bers as  they  were  now  asking  for.  In  otdei  t» 
test  the  opinion  of  the  House  he  would  move. 
That  the  question  be  amended  by  the  omisdm 
of  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  That,"  ud 
the  insertion  of  the  words,  "in  the  cpinios 
of  this  House,  any  eJteration  in  the  represents- 
tion  should  be  effected  by  a  general  adjost- 
ment  of  the  whole  representation  of  the  colony 
rather  than  by  a  partial  addition  to  the  lepn- 
sentation  of  a  mbrticular  division." 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  seconded  the  amend- 
ment with  great  pleasure.  He  did  not  dank 
the  electoral  representation  should  be  adjostad 
by  piecemeal.  They  had  been  told  that  one  of 
the  places  sought  to  be  represented  had  only  a 
population  of  two  thousand.  It  was  a  qaesnm 
whether  the  members  should  represent  she^ 
gold,  or  inhabitants.  He  disliked  very  mnch 
the  threats  which  had  been  thrown  oat  as  t» 
Sepcuration  by  the  honourable  the  mover.  He 
would  only  say,  when  the  war  had  bees 
settled  and  the  expenses  finally  adjusted,  tben 
let  them  table  a  motion  to  thuat  effect,  and  the 
House  would  decide  on  the  course  best  to  adopt. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  deprocated  the  threat- 
ening manner  in  which  the  honourable  the 
mover  had  introduced  his  motion;  bnt  he 
believed  it  was  a  failing  to  which  the  hoDOsr- 
able  member  seemed  much  addicted.  H» 
did  not  doubt  a  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
bers would  be  found  in  the  Houstf  vh» 
would  calmly  and  dfiliberately  view  the  ques- 
tion, and  decide  to  uphold  the  QovenmMit 
amendment.  If  the  amendment  was  esipod 
he  trusted  the  Government  would  see  the 
necessity  of  taking  stops  that  a  better  adjnrt- 
ment  of  representation  should  be  made  tt 
the  earliest  possible  period.  A  certain  bonoia- 
able  member,  when  speaking  in  oppoatioo 
to  the  motion,  had  referred  to  one  of  ^ 
proposed  districts,  and  stated  that  there  nwd^ 
be  only  about  two  thousand  inhabitants  resi- 
dent therein.  He  (Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond)  be- 
lieved he  was  right  in  stating  that  Aucklaiid 
Province  did  not  yet  number  a  populatian  ot 
thirty  thousand,  and  had  fifteen  members  in  As 
House ;  it  would  therefore  be  seen  that  some 
of  the  honourable  members'  oonstitaenciefr 
numbered  less  than  two  thousand. 

Mr.  VOGEL  remarked  on  the  unconrteoas 
manner  in  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  bad 
treated  the  motion.     He  believed  the  honour- 
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tble  member  was  disinolnied  to  alter  the  oon- 
atitation  of  the  Honse  as  it  had  received 
hiitt  so  well  on  taking  the  leadenhip,  and 
to  all  his  measures  had  paid  the  greatest 
cooitesy.  It  might  be  possible  the  hanonrable 
member  had  an  ide^  that,  \Tere  the  southern 
members  increased  in  nomber  by  the  creation 
«f  new  distiiots,  his  position  might  be  imperilled 
somewhat.  The  honoorable  member,  on  his 
elevation  to  the  Colonial  Secretaryship,  had 
ionnd  in  (he  Otago  members  every  desire  to 
assist  him  in  his  measures ;  but,  should  be  show 
snch  an  objection  to  forward  the  interests 
which  the^  had  so  warmly  at  heart,  it  would 
be  fotmd  in  all  probability  by  next  session 
that  a  very  great  change  had  taken  place. 
It  was  true  the  measure  sought  to  be  introduced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  could 
not  be  called  a  thorough  reform  of  representa- 
tion; but  if  deferred  until  next  session  he 
questioned  whether  it  could  be  put  with  such  a 
spuit  of  justice.  The  great  increase  of  popu- 
lation which  would  be  introduced  into  the 
northern  province  by  next  session  might  be 
used  as  an  argument  against  extending  the 
lepiesentation  to  such  a  degree  as  the  extent 
of  the  population  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  colony  would  demand.  If  the  House  decided 
not  to  accord  the  southern  portion  of  the  colony 
a  fair  share  of  representation,  it  must  in- 
evitably tend  to  destroy  that  strong  political 
unity  which  ought  to  exist  in  hoii.  Islands. 
He  could  himself  adduce  an  instance  of  the 
great  want  already  of  unity  of  political  interest 
between  the  two  Islands,  by  bis  having  been 
letamed  as  a  member  to  the  House  without  the 
slightest  opposition.  He  believed  when  the  Bill 
came  into  Committee  it  would  be  possible  to 
isconstitute  advantageously  some  of  the  pro- 
posed districts.  He  did  not  think  the  House 
would  refuse  to  accord  to  the  South  this  meed 
of  justice. 

Mr.  GOIiENSO  said  last  session  he  had  sup- 
ported the  extension  of  representation  to  Otago, 
m  the  belief  that  extended  representation  was 
wanted  ;  but  he  could  not  think  otherwise  than 
that  the  passing  of  such  a  measure  as  that 
now  proposed  would  result  in  Separation,  the 
fruits  of  which  would  be  seen  afterwards.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North  had 
referred  to  the  introduction  of  an  alien  popula- 
tion into  the  Korth  Island ;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  could  not  consider  men  who  came  into  the 
colony  to  settle  down  upon  their  forty  acres  an 
-aUen  population.  He  would  ask,  which  were 
the  greatest  aliens — diggers  who  lived  in  a  calico 
tent  for  a  short  {xtriod  in  one  province  and 
removed  to  others,  or  men  settling  on  their 
own  ground  and  cultivating  it  ?  Beference 
had  boen  made  to  the  Township  of  Oamaru  as 
being  larger  than  Kapier.  If  he  had  understood 
iTighUy,  the  Township  of  Oamaru  contained  a 
{location  of  SOO ;  but  Kapier  contained  a  popa- 
•lation  of  976.  He  reeJly  thought  the  measure 
now  proposed  should  have  been  introduced  by 
Govemmeot,  as  the  basis  of  extended  repre- 
'Sentatian  for  the  provinces  of  the  colony,  and 
ander  these  circumstances  he  might  have  felt 
iinolined  to  vots  for  it;  but  as  an  amendment 


had  been  prc^xised  by  the  Government  he  woold ' 
certainly  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  OABTEB  contended  that  the  passing  of 
such  a  measure  as  that  proposed  would  hftva 
the  effect  of  staving  oS  Separation.  The  oli^ 
had  been  admitted  to  be  a  just  one,  and  the 
present  was  the  time,  he  believed,  when  it 
should  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  PATEBSON  r^retted  the  course  the 
Oovemment  had  seen  fit  to  adopt  with  regard 
to  the  question  before  the  House.  It  appeared 
to  admit  the  justness  of  the  claim,  and,  whilst 
doing  this,  wished  to  postpone  it  to  some 
indefinite  period,  but  for  what  reason  he  had 
failed  to  discover.  It  was  admitted  on  i^ 
hands  that  the  southern  provinces  of  the  Middle 
Island  had  been  unfairly  represented  for  many 
years.  Some  reparation  had  certainly  been 
attempted  to  be  made,  but  he  was  convinced 
there  was  not  a  member  present  in  the  House 
who  did  not  feel  in  his  breast  that  the  southern 
provinces,  from  their  increased  population  and 
wealth, had  aperfect  right  to  wh&t  they  now 
demanded.  H!e  believed  that  were  the  measure 
proposed  not  adopted  it  would  tend  to  bring 
about  what  he  would  most  sincerely  regret — 
namely,  the  separation  of  the  two  Islands. 
They  had  the  opportunity  of  cementing  the 
union  of  the  Middle  Island  to  the  northern  one 
by  conceding  the  claims  now  made;  but,  if 
they  did  not  cany  such  a  measure,  then,  he 
was  convinced,  the  glory  of  New  Zealand  would 
soon  have  departed. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  said  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  in  taking  the  position  at  the  head 
of  the  House,  had  promised  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Middle  Island  should  have  his 
fullest  attention ;  but,  looking  at  the  course  now 
taken  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  was 
perfectly  unable  to  reconcile  it  with  the  pro- 
mises  then  held  out.  The  statistics  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  had  placed 
before  honourable  members  when  moving  his 
resolution  showed  that,  when  taking  the  ex- 
ports and  imports,  in  comparison  with  other 
provinces,  and  upon  all  the  bases  which  qualified 
provinces  for  the  honour  of  representation  the 
Provinces  of  Canterbury,  Otago,  and  Southlsnd 
were  in  every  way  entitled  to  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  members.  They  were  at  present 
very  far  behind  the  northern  provinces,  and 
were  thus  deprived  of  their  just  rights.  Undoc 
these  circumstances  it  was  perfectly  impossible 
that  the  political  unity  of  the  colony  could  be 
long  maintained.  His  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Wallace  had  very  candidly  ex- 
plained the  ulterior  object  of  the  measure-^ 
namely,  to  put  the  inhabitants  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  colony  in  a  position  to  demand  a 
balance  of  power  to  which  they  were  so  justly 
entitled  as  compared  with  other  provinces. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  if  the  Government  wonld 
promise  that  during  the  session  they  wonld  in- 
troduce a  Bill  for  the  better  representation  of 
the  provinces,— for  a  general  adjustment, — thett 
he  would  vote  agairust  the  motion.  If  they 
decided  otherwise,  he  would  support  the  motion ; 
for  he  considered,  as  an  example,  the  distriet 
for  Which  he  was  tetnined,  and  which  nom- 
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Iwred  apwaords  of  ten  fhoosand  inhaUtaiutfl, 
'vnis  most  inadequately  xepreaented  by  only 
having  one  member. 

Mr.  HARRISON  spoke  in  favonr  of  the 
Amendment  being  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BRODIE  urged  npon  the  House  to  agree 
to  an  increase  of  members  as  proposed.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  had  not  adduced  one  single 
reason  why  the  increase  should  not  take  place. 
Kor  had  any  other  honourable  member  m  the 
House  done  so.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Division  (Mr.  O'Neill)  had  asked 
whether  the  representation  for  Hampden  would 
be  for  sheep,  gold,  or  inhabitants.  For  that 
honourable  gentleman's  information  he  might 
state  there  were  twelve  thousand  inhabitaiats 
of  that  district.  There  were  two  means  pro- 
posed to  satisfy  the  Middle  Island — first,  by 
naving  a  Government  there,  and,  secondly,  by 
an  increase  of  representation  as  proposed  in  the 
Bill.   The  latter  would  tend  to  do  away  with  the 

Sossibility  of  Sepaiatiou,  but  the  other  would 
oubtless  soon  brmg  it  about.  He  trusted  the 
Hoose  would  decide  in  favour  of  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  after  rebutting  a  remark 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Mortii  (Mr.  Vogel)  in  reference  to  his  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford's) supposed  alliance  in  certain  measures 
with  the  Ministry,  entered  into  a  statement  of 
his  views  upon  the  proposed  Bill.  He  had  been 
asked  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  (Mr. 
Gargill)  if  he  would  support  this  motion,  seeing 
that  he.had  supported  last  session  an  augmenta- 
tion to  the  representation  of  Otago.  He  had 
Somised  to  give  his  favourable  consideration  to 
s  fheasure.  But  he  must  admit  that  he  bad 
sever  been  more  surprised  than  he  had  been 
when  he  read  over  the  Bill  as  introduced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace.  He 
fiewed  it  with  disfavour  in  all  respects,  and 
began  with  the  very  title.  Bnt  the  honourable 
member  had,  he  understood,  promised  that  it 
should  be  somewhat  amended.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Stafiord)  to  divide  the  different  in- 
terest of  the  provinces  much  more  than  was 
advisable  for  its  successful  working.  The  dis- 
taricts  brought  into  the  Bill  were  scarcely  Imown 
to  honourable  members.  The  District  of 
Oamaru,  for  instance,  was  proposed  as  worthy 
of  having  a  member.  This  place,  which,  he 
might  state,  was  smaller  thaii  Otahuhu,  was 
•omprised  of  something  like  three  publichouses 
and  three  marine  stores,  and  a  scattered  hut 
or  so. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  ingnired  if  the  honour- 
able member  knew  the  disteict  of  which  he  was 
qteaking. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  knew  the  district 
much  better  thetn  his  honourable  friend  did. 
There  were  electoral  districts  to  be  made  for 
Tokomairiro,  Clutha,  and  Port  Ohalmers ;  and 
Hampden  was  proposed  to  have  another  mem- 
ber. He  wondered  if  honourable  members 
knew  the  size  of  Port  Chahners-;  but  those  who 
knew  Panmure  might  be  told  that  the  latter 
place  was  larger  than  this  proposed  district. 
Sie  honourable  member,  in  proposing  his  mo- 
tion, hod  very  unwisely  made  ose  of  threats  as 
J£r.  Wayne 


to  what  wonld  ooonr  if  ihe  molaan  psopoaei 
were  not  adopted.  He  appeared  to  fo^et  what 
an  increase  of  members  for  the  Middle  Islanl 
had  taken, place  srnoe  the  year  1868.  On 
three  separate  occasions,  the  only  occasians  oa 
which  adjustment  had  been  made,  the  Middia 
Island  had  been  accorded  the  greatest  nnm- 
ber  of  members.  He  did  think  now  that  the 
southern  districts  had  a  claim  to  an  inoeaae 
of  representation,  and  therefore  he  had  pK>- 
mised  a  general  support  to  snch  a  proposal; 
bnt,  having  an  intimate  knowledge  of  both 
Islands,  he  declared  that  the  Middle  lakai 
would  not  always  have  an  enonnons  domst- 
ance  over  the  Northern  Island.  On  theoontiaiy, 
the  Northern  Island  contained  twaity  times 
the  oapabiUty  of  sustaining  popnlataon  that 
the  Middle  Island  did.  Remove  the  difficiilti« 
of  the  Native  question,  throw  open  the  fartila 
plains  and  vaUeys  of  the  Northern  Island  and 
get  them  into  pasture,  as  it  had  been  seen  th^ 
oould  be  got,  and  they  would  far  ontstzip  its 
natural  pastures  of  the  Middle  Island.  Ute 
Government  ought,  he  considered,  now  to  bziiig 
in  a  measure  for  the  general  readjustment  of 
the  representation  of  the  colony  as  perfectly 
as  the  hurried  character  of  the  session  wodU 
allow.  There  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  do  so,  and  it  would  promote  a  more  hsr- 
monions  feeling  amongst  the  sonthem  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Government  had  nenr 
anticipated  that  this  question  wonld  come  be- 
fore the  House  this  session.  Their  attenticn 
had  not  been  called  to  it  in  any  way  during  tbs 
recess.  No  public  meetings  had  been  held,  oa 
petitions  presented,  tmd  the  only  thing  said 
about  it  was  when  the  honourable  membs  foe 
Wallace  asked  a  casual  question  whether  it 
was  part  of  the  Government  policy  to  bring  io 
such  a  Bill ;  and  a  reply  was  made  in  the  nega- 
tive, because  the  Gkivemment  felt  it  impossiUe, 
during  the  present  short  session,  to  peas  a  mea- 
sure uiat  would  be  just  and  satisfactory  to  the 
colony  at  large.  He  now  rose  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  further  consider  what  course  they 
would  take,  and  state  to  the  House  next  day 
whether  it  would  be  practicable  for  them  t» 
bring  in  such  a  measure  this  session. 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motioo, 
trustin|[  that  the  Government  would  this  ses- 
sion brmg  in  a  measure  that  would  be  satisfso- 
tory  to  the  whole  colony. 

Debate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

LIEtJTENANT-GOVERNOB. 

ADJOUSNKD  DEBAXS. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  resnming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  reeolnticHi  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Fox  on  the  ninth  day  of  this  ia- 
stant  November,  "That,  with  this  view,  tbs 
colony  should,  for  the  purposes  of  adminiska- 
tion,  be  constituted  into  two  divisions,  by  a  line 
running  through  the  centre  of  Oook  Strait;" 
and  the  amendment  proposed  thereunto— 
namely,  the  omission  of  all  the  words  after  the 
word  "  That,"  and  the  insertion  of  the  words, " a 
the  opioioa  of  this  Hoosa,  it  is  essential  to  tha 
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welfare  of  tbe  people  of  these  Islancls  that  the 
colony  should  remain  united  in  one  general 
Esecativa  Government  and  one  Legislature ; 
that  it  is  not  desirable  that  a  distinct  Exeoa- 
tive  Government  should  now  be  established 
in  the  Middle  Island,  as  the  first  step  would 
thereby  be  taken  towards  the  permanent 
separation  of  the  two  Islands ;  and  that,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  colony,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  seat  of  Government  and 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
should  be  in  a  central  part  of  the  colony,"  in 
lien  thereof ;  and  the  question  being  again  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted 
stand  part  of  the  question," 

Major  RICHARDSON  resumed  the  adjourned 
debate  on  this  question,  referring  to  the  proba- 
bility of  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  all 
parties  being  entered  into— namely,  that  the 
whole  question  should  bo  shelved  by  the  with- 
drawal of  both  resolution  and  amendment, 
which,  however,  would  not  prevent  either  party 
taking  initiatory  steps  on  subjects  immediately 
connected  with  it.  He  therefore  moved,  with- 
out further  remark.  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned  at  ten 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  13th  November,  1863. 

Third    Beadines  —  Superintendents    Incorporation 
BUI— Suppression  of  Rebellion  BUI. 

The  Hon.  tbe  Spoakhb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Execution  of  Criminals  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill,  Nelson 
Trust  Funds  Amendment  Bill. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  INCORPORATION 

BILL. 
The  Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill  was 
recommitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported   to    the  Council  with   amendments, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUPPRESSION  OP  REBELLION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  WHITAKER,  in  rising  to  pro- 
pose the  second  reading  of  the  Suppression  of 
Rebellion  Bill,  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go 
into  an  inquiry  as  to  the  causes  which  had  led 
to  the  present  state  of  affairs,  because  the  pre- 
sent Government  could  not  be  considered  re- 
sponsible for  it,  and  also  because  full  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  had  already  been  laid 
before  them  in  papers  upon  tbe  table.  It  was 
only  necessary,  therefore,  to  endeavour  to  make 
provision  for  the  circumstances  which  had  thus 
arisen.  He  thought  any  discussion  upon  the 
Bill  would  be  a  waste  of  time,  for  they  found 
they  had  a  certain  state  of  things  existing; 


and  the  question  then  was.  What  must  be  don» 
to  meet  tnem  ?  The  Bill  contained  a  number 
of  recitals  to  the  efiect,  "  Whereas  a  combina- 
tion for  the  subversion  of  the  authority  of 
Her  Majesty  and  Her  Majesty's  Government;"' 
"and  whereas  persons,  in  prosecution  of  the 
said  rebellion,  nave  committed  murders  on 
some  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects ;"  "  and 
whereas  the  ordinary  course  of  law  is  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  suppression  of  the  said 
rebellion."  All  these  recitals  were  set  forth 
upon  the  Bill;  and,  if  it  were  clear  that 
such  things  did  exist,  he  apprehended  the 
Council  would  agree  that  some  energetic  mea- 
sures of  suppression  were  necessary.  He  de- 
sire<l  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  tA 
what  had  taken  place  during  the  last  few 
months.  The  Council  would  have  learned  by 
the  papers  laid  upon  the  table,  and  would  also^ 
no  doubt,  have  been  informed  by  the  pnblio 
prints  before  coming  to  the  Assembly,  as  to 
what  hod  taken  place  in  Native  affairs  during 
the  last  eight  or  ten  months.  They  would 
recoUeot  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  yeai 
Waikato  was  in  that  state  that  the  Queen's 
writ  did  not  run  through  it,  but  tbe  writ  of 
King  Fotatau,  the  King's  writ  alone  being  pert 
mitted — that  the  tenure  of  the  whole  of  thd 
white  people  resident  in  Waikato  was  at  the 
will  of  Fotatau.  Such  a  state  of  things  had 
existed  a  long  time,  but  it  now  no  longer 
existed,  as  open  rebellion  of  the  Natives  had 
been  declared.  The  Council  would  gather 
from  the  papers  laid  before  them  that  the  first 
act  of  aggression  occurred  at  a  place  called 
Kohekohe,  where  the  Government  initiated  a 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives,  by  the 
erection  of  a  schoolhouse,  Courthouse,  &c. ;  and 
honourable  members  would  remember  that  ai 
that  time  the  wood  placed  at  Kohekohe  foe 
the  purpose  of  erecting  the  buildings  was  re- 
moved and  carried  away  by  the  Natives.  It 
was  true  some  of  the  Natives  resisted,  but  the 
strongest  party  took  it  away,  and  removed  it 
down  to  Te  la,  the  place  where  the  troops 
were  at  present  stationed.  This  was  the  first 
overt  act ;  but  others  followed,  as  at  Te  Awa* 
mutu — which  was  the  removal  of  a  printing* 
press,  and  the  driving  out  all  the  parties  from  the 
place,  sending  them  to  Auckland,  and  threaten- 
ing to  take  their  life  if  they  returned.  Imme- 
diately after  that  a  number  of  settlers  were 
driven  off  their  lands,  some  of  these  settlers 
having  originally  purchased  their  land  from  the 
Natives,  and  having  subsequently  to  that  time 
obtained  Crown  gnuits  thereto.  He  only  knew 
of  one  or  two  exceptions  where  the  settlers  had 
not  been  driven  from  their  homesteads.  He 
would  now  refer  to  what  he  might  call  the 
present  state  of  things:  but,  first,  he  might  call 
their  attention  to  two  curious  facts  connected 
with  the  present  rebellion,  which  would  show 
the  combination  going  on  amongst  the  Natives 
to  attack  different  places  in  the  country.  The 
Council  would  find,  in  papers  laid  on  the  table, 
that  the  Government  were  informed,  from  tw6 
sources,  that  an  attack  upon  Auckland  was 
determined  upon  by  the  Natives,  to  take  place 
on  the  17th  July.     This  information  would 
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appear  to  have  been  fomided  on  truth,  for  they 
would  remember  the  battle  of  Koheroa  was 
fought  on  that  day,  and  the  attack  on  Bing'a 
escort.  Thus  it  would  appear  that  the  attack 
on  Auckland  had  been  contemplated,  but  their 
march  to  the  city  had  been  prevented  by  the 
positions  taken  up  by  the  General  in  crossing 
the  Maungatawhiri  and  placing  troops  in  dif- 
ferent positions  to  prevent  it.  He(Hr.Whitaker) 
4Sould  not  but  think  Auckland  had  been  saved 
from  an  attack  that  day  in  consequence  of  these 
steps  being  previously  taken  by  the  General.  A 
letter  which  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Governor  announcing  this  attack  had  been 
written  by  Matutaera  himself.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  speak 
in  reference  to  the  different  attacks  upon  the 
troops,  or  the  troops  attacking  the  Natives; 
but  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  within  a  very 
few  miles  from  Auckland  the  Natives  wore  act- 
ing in  armed  resistance  against  Her  Majesty — 
were  in  open  rebellion.  They  found  that  during 
Buch  rebellion  a  number  of  settlers  had  been 
murdered — he  believed  twelve;  and  the  Natives 
had  pillaged  and  burnt  homesteads,  and  had 
beenguilty  of  such  wrongful  deeds  as  set  forth  in 
the  Bill.  Then  he  came  to  the  question  whe- 
ther the  ordinary  course  of  law  was  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  suppression 
of  tho  rebellion.  He  apprehended,  when  the 
Council  took  into  consideration  all  the  attend- 
ant circumstances  of  the  present  rebellion,  they 
would  at  once  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
ordinary  course  of  law  waanot  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.  He  would  beg  to  refer  the  Council  to 
a  resolution  put  on  the  Order  Paper  by  his 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Sewell,  stating  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  disturbing  the  ordinary 
course  of  law  as  regarded  the  European  popu- 
lation. That  resolution,  he  apprehended,  was  a 
little  inconsistent  with  tho  8th  resolution  to  be 
moved  by  the  honourable  member,  in  which  he 
Baid  people  ought  to  be  indemnified  against 
legal  uability  in  respect  of  acts  so  done  by  them. 
He  therefore  thought  that  the  8th  clause  was  a 
complete  answer  to  the  1st.  But  ho.  would 
endeavour  to  show  to  the  Council  that  the  due 
course  of  law  was  not  sufficient  even  as  regarded 
the  European  population.  He  might  tell  them, 
with  that  view,  that  a  number  of  things  were 
being  done  every  day  which  the  due  course  of 
law  did  not  authorize.  For  instance,  it  was 
found  some  time  ago  that  a  number  of  cattle 
which  belonged  to  the  settlers  in  the  Maukau 
and  in  the  Pukekohe  district  were  being  taken 
by  the  Natives,  and  the  rebels  were  thus 
enabled  to  keep  up  their  supply  of  meat.  The 
Government  had  taken  measures  to  have  these 
cattle  driven  in,  with  a  view  to  stop  the  rebel 
supply.  But  he  might  state  that  every  settler 
having  his  cattle  driven  in  could  bring  an 
action  against  the  authorities  for  doing  so.  So 
much,  then,  might  be  said  for  the  law.  He  did 
not  think  he  need  go  through  a  number  of  other 
instances,  but  would  only  allude  to  three  or 
four  cases  to  prove  that  the  ordinary  course  of 
law  was  not  sufficient  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. Looking  at  the  nature  of  the 
coast,  ha  was  sure  the  Council  would  agree  with 
Bon.  lir.  Whitaker 


him  it  would  be  extremely  diffioolt  to  paewDt 
provisions  being  taken  from  Auckland  for  the 
supply  of  the  rebels.  Only  the  other  day  sevcai- 
teen  tons  of  flour  were  taJcen  to  Coromaadel 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  what  object  it 
was  taken  for.  The  Government  had  endea- 
voured to  stop  that  flour  from  being  taken 
away,  bat  had  not  succeeded.  They  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  the  flour  was  going  into  the 
rebel  district — that  it  would  simply  be  stated 
for  a  short  time  at  Coromandel,  bat  eyentoaUy 
find  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Foe 
his  oyra  port,  he  would  have  had  no  hesitaticp  in 
taking  the  flour,- to  prevent  its  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Then,  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  canoes  and  vessels  going  oat  with  anas. 
But  of  course  this  was  stopped.  He  wanted  t« 
know,  however,  how  they  would  be  empowered 
to  do  this  by  the  due  course  of  law,  as  they 
must  know  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  prove  that  such  paxties  were 
engaged  in  the  rebellion  or  assisting  in  it.  These 
things  had  been  carried  on  for  a  number  cf 
years,  and  so  it  would  be  difficult  to  prow 
those  so  engaged  to  be  in  rebellion.  They  mist 
all  be  aware  that  so  long  as  money  was  plentiful 
these  supplies  could  be  obtains!  and  veaaeb 
would  be  engaged  in  the  trade.  The  other  d^ 
another  vessel  cleared  out,  in  a  most  barefaced 
manner,  with  provisions  for  Piako  River,  in  the 
very  rear  of  the  enemy's  position.  The  Govern- 
ment were  made  aware  of  the  intended  saihag 
of  the  vessel,  and,  when  they  found  she  had 
gone,  sent  the  "  Sandfly  "  after  her.  She  ns 
captured,  brought  back,  and  they  had  hex  ia 
harbour  at  the  present  time.  And  now  be 
would  ask  his  honourable  friend,  where  was  the 
due  course  of  law  to  warrant  such  a  proceed- 
ing ?  But  the  Government  wished  to  be  em- 
powered to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  traffic.  U« 
could  go  on  enumerating  other  cases,  but  ooa- 
sidered  it  unnecessary.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  Government  had  token  such  stcni  te 
meet  the  circumstances  of  the  countr< .  be- 
lieving it  to  be  their  boimden  daty  to  savKSB 
the  rebellion  by  all  the  means  in  their  pcwo; 
and  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had  not  flinched  f.-Tini 
his  duty  to  advise  the  taking  of  such  measaris 
as  the  lexigency  of  present  oflairs  demanded. 
But,  now  the  Legislature  had  assembled,  it  wat 
not  for  him  but  tho  Assembly  to  say  what 
should  be  done  to  meet  the  difldculty  under 
which  they  laboured;  and,  when  the  Legis- 
lature had  declared  its  will  upon  a  subject, 
the  power  and  authority  which  the  £secDtiR 
Government  might  have  wielded  then  oetied. 
They  had  therefore  come  to  the  LcgisUtoie 
and  stated  what  powers  they  wanted  te  mast 
certain  cases,  and  it  would  be  for  the  AssemUy 
to  say  whether  they  should  have  them  or  should 
not  have  them.  He  would  ask  the  Ck>nnxul  to 
look  at  the  position  in  which  they  woold  ftaod 
supposing  an  Act  of  the  description  proposed^ 
or  somewhat  to  that  effect — were  not  passed. 
Honourable  members  would  be  possibly  amn 
that  for  all  the  acts  which  he  had  narratsfl 
the  Government  had  no  real  authority,  and  of 
course  it  was  competent  for  the  partiei  in- 
terested, 01   oonsideiing  themselves  im'trnd. 
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to  l«iiig  actions  against  the  Oovemment  in  the 
Sopieme  Court.  He  would  just  ask  them  to 
snp|KMe  a  ease  —  that  actions  were  brooght 
aninst  Qeneial  Cameron  for  seizing  the  cattle 
of  the  aettleis.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent 
snch  actions  being  brought  into  the  Court. 
The  only  coone  Uiat  could  be  taken  would 
be  to  shut  up  the  Court ;  and  he  apprehended 
the  Council  did  not  want  that.  What  was 
wanted  was  something  in  a  more  mitigated 
lozm.  Supposing  some  of  the  parties  interested 
had  commenced  an  action,  the  GoTenmient 
would  have  been  in  a  very  different  position, 
and  doubtless  would  have  had  a  difficulty  in 
deciding  to  continue  in  the  course  it  had 
adopted— to  go  on  in  the  course  which  it  felt 
to  be  right — and  shut  up  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  could  be  done  in  another  way,  by  martial 
law,  and  by  putting  a  sergeant's  guard  over  the 
Supreme  Court,  telling  the  Chief  Justice  which 
-eases  he  must  hear  and  which  must  not  be 
taken.  In  putting  these  cases  to  the  Council 
he  bad  wisned  to  show  them  the  position  in 
which  the  Oovemment  stood,  and  desired  to 
«how  the  acts  of  the  Katives  which  he  had 
•Unded  to.  He  thought  he  had  shown  to  the 
Council  that  there  existed  some  ground  for  the 
leoital — "whereas  the  ordinary  course  of  law 
ha^  been  found  quite  inadequate  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion."  He  apprehended  that 
without  an  act  of  this  nature  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  try  Europeans  who  might  be  aiding 
the  Natives  in  their  rebellion  —  for  it  was 
believed  there  were  a  few  thus  engaged.  It 
might  be  pecessary  to  try  these  people  in  the 
Waikato;  but  possibly  it  was  his  honourable 
friend's  iutention  to  have  them  brought  to 
Auckland  for  trial. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  remarked  that 
miLrtial  law  could  be  resorted  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  really 
ooold  not  understand  his  honourable  friend  in 
the  course  he  took  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  In 
the  resolutions  which  the  honourable  member 
hAd  given  notice  of,  the  words  occurred,  "  in 
the  ordmaiy  Courts  of  law."  For  his  part, 
he  certainly  could  not  call  a  Court-martial  an 
ordinary  Court  of  law.  He  was  quite  sure,  in 
tk  constitutional  point  of  view,  there  was  one 
point  in  which  his  honourable  friend  would 
bold  with  him ;  or,  if  he  should  not,  his  honour- 
*ble  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Swoinson)  would  do 
ao.  The  most  constitutional  mode  for  declar- 
ing martial  law  would  be  by  an  Act  of  the 
Assembly;  and  he  recollected  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Sewell)  once  making  a  statement  to 
that  efieot,  or  that  it  should  be  done  by  the 
Szeeutive.  Well,  then,  the  present  Govern- 
ment proposed  a  mitigated  form  of  martial  law, 
smd  if  the  Council  would  look  at  the  Bill  they 
would  find  that  it  was  limited  to  a  certain 
class  .of  offences  committed  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  throughout  the  country. 
She  objection  to  confining  the  operation  of  the 
Aet  to  certain  districts  was  very  great.  It  was 
not  long  ago — some  four  or  five  months  since — 
when  some  Natives  of  the  Ngatimaniapoto 
'fTribe  were  apprehended  whilst  recruiting 
4ama  in  the  Middle  Island.    On  the  Oovem- 


ment becoming  'acquainted  with  their  missioa 
steps  were  taken  to  have  them  taken  into 
custody,  and  they  were  brought  up  to  Auck- 
land for  the  purpose  of  taking  their  trial.  The 
whole  of  these  proceedings  were  certainly  a 
little  out  of  the  ordinary  course ;  but,  if  Oovem- 
ment had  not  gone  out  of  the  due  course  of 
law,  the  men  would  never  have  been  appre- 
hended. No  doubt  the  proceedings  were  taken 
sub  rosd ;  but  they  were  taken,  and  the  men 
were  at  present  m  gaol  waiting  their  trial. 
Whether  they  would  be  acquitted  or  not  he 
could  not  say,  but  perhaps  they  would  be 
acquitted  in  consequence  >of  a  deficiency  of  wit- 
nesses. There  could  be  no  doubt,  however, 
that  the  men  went  to  the  Middle  Island  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting.  By  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  the  Oovemment  wanted  not  to  deal 
with  the  ordinary  population  spread  throne- 
out  the  colony,  but  to  deal  with  the  population 
either  engaged  in  rebellion  or  supplying  stores 
and  provisions  to  the  rebel  Natives.  They 
sought  simply  to  deal  with  persons  engaged  in 
these  ofienoes,  and  leave  the  ordinary  popula- 
tion to  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure.  He 
believed  the  Bill  would  be  found  to  be  framed 
with  that  object  in  view,  and  would  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  Coun- 
cil would  likewise  see  that  this  Bill  was  made 
applicable  to  all  parties  who  were  engaged  in 
carrying  on  this  war,  either  on  one  side  or  the 
other ;  and  great  power  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  oiiicers  to  carry  out  the  Bill  in  its 
full  force.  By  reading  the  4th  clause  the 
Council  would  perceive  that,  whether  the 
offenders  might  be  Europeans  or  Maoris,  the 
law  would  be  found  applicable  to  both  classef 
guilty  of  particular  kinds  of  offences.  He  was 
next  desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  very  strong  powers  given  to 
those  carrying  its  provisions  mto  effect ;  and 
then  it  might  be  asked.  What  guarantee  had 
they  that  these  powers  would  not  be  exceeded  ? 
He  admitted  this  remark  might  be  made ;  but 
they  would  have  the  security  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  who  was  responsible  himself  to 
the  Home  Oovemment  that  no  excess  should 
be  }>ennitted ;  and  he  apprehended  they  would 
agree  with  him  it  would  be  difficult  to  induce 
His  Excellency  to  sanction  any  excess.  They 
had  likewise  Oeneral  Cameron  as  security ;  and 
he  was  responsible  to  the  Horse  Guards :  and 
the  Executive,  who  were  responsible  to  the 
Assembly.  He  might  therefore  ask,  what 
further  security  could  the  Assembly  take  that 
these  powers  should  be  properly  exercised  7  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  if  they  refused  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  General  Cameron 
such  powers  as  were  now  sought  by  the  Bill, 
the  whole  war  management  would  come  to  a 
standstill — that  it  would  be  absolutely  crael  to 
ask  General  Cameron  to  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  acting  upon  the  same  footing 
as  before,  wnilst  the  Oeneral  Assembly  refused 
to  authorise  his  doing  so.  It  was  for  th« 
Legislature  of  the  country  to  say  what  powen 
should  be  given  to  the  Oovemment  to  prosecute 
tiie  war,  and  he  would  ask  whether  they  were 
itMbdy  to  refuse  the  Oovemment  and  General 
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Oameron  the  necessary  powers  to  pat  down 
the  rebellion.  He  did  not  think  the  IJegisIa- 
tnie  would  refuse  :  it  would  be  ruinous  to  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  On  a  measure  of  so 
much  importance  it  appeared  to  him  very  de- 
sirable to  look  for  a  precedent  as  to  what  had 
been  done  elsewhere  under  circumstanoes  of  a 
somewhat  similar  nature,  and  of  coarse  fre- 
qaent  instances  could  be  cited  of  the  occur- 
renoe  of  rebellion  if  they  only  looked  to 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  England.  They  would 
also  find  that  in  numerous  British  colonies 
rebellion  had  occurred  at  some  time  or  other ; 
and  it  would  be  useful  to  examine  what  had 
been  done  under  like  circumstanoes,  and  what 
course  of  proceeding  had  met  with  the  ap- 
proyal  of  the  Home  authorities.  He  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  into  a  few  par- 
ticulars as  to  what  had  been  done  on  the  occur- 
rence of  the  Scottish  rebellion.  He  found  by 
the  Act  of  1715,  11  George  I.,  martial  law 
was  proclaimed,  and  the  whole  country  put 
in  possession  of  the  military ;  a  stringent  law 
was  passed  by  which  a  man  being  in  possession 
of  or  found  in  possession  of  arms  was  liable  to  be 
imprisoned,  ui  the  rebellion  of  174S  they  would 
find,  by  an  Act  of  19  George  II.,  that  His  Majesty 
was  empowered  to  secure  and  detain  suspected 
persons;  and  yet,he  might  inform  the  Council, 
martial  law  had  been  enforced  before  that  Act 
was  determined  on.  Even  in  England  they 
would  find  no  hesitation  was  shown  to  apply 
vigorous  measures  where  they  were  required. 
An  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  for  disarming  the 
Highlands,"  was  passed  in  19  George  II., 
which  empowered  the  infliction  of  the  punish- 
ment of  six  months'  imprisonment  for  wearing 
a  plaid,  and  for  a  second  oflence  the  offender 
was  liable  to  transportation.  Then,  he  would 
direct  their  attention  to  the  Acts  of  the  English 
Parliament  in  1819.  He  believed  his  honour- 
able friend  would  remember  that  in  that  year 
an  Act  \)ras  passed  for  patting  down  a  state  of 
things  then  existing  in  England  in  consequence 
pi  the  war  and  the  return  to  metallic  currency. 
A  great  disturbance  took  place  at  that  time,  and 
a  number  of  Acts  were  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  it  down.  He  would  ask  the  Council 
to  look  at  that  Act  as  an  instance  of  the  neces- 
sity, when  a  certain  state  of  things  did  exist, 
that  there  should  be  no  hesitation  to  meet  it 
with  an  appropriate  remedy.  He  would  next 
refer  them  to  Ireland,  and  his  learned  friend 
would  know  perfectly  well  what  was  done  in 
Irish  oases  of  rebellion.  [The  honourable 
gentleman  then  referred  to  Acts  passed  in  1799 
and  1833  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  and  stated  that  from  these  Acts,  as 
approaching  near  to  the  present  condition  of 
Kew  Zealand,  the  proposed  measure  had  been 
framed.  After  alfudmg  to  Acts  passed  in 
Canada,  Ceylon,  and  several  of  the  British 
colonies,  he  again  moved  the  second  reading.] 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  said  that  he 
should  follow  the  example  of  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  and  refrain  at  present  from 
raising  any  question  as  to  the  origin  of  exist- 
ing disturbances,  and  address  himself,  as 
MtUaoly  and  dispassionately  as  the  case  would 
Mm.  Mr.  Whitaker 


X>ermit,  to  tiie  consideratian  of  the  Bill ' 
fore  the  Council,  and  state  some  of  the  : 
sons  which  would  compel  him  to  vote 
it.  He  would  first  state  what  was  the  existiiiK 
law  relating  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
then  what  he  understood  the  Oomteil  were  m- 
vited  to  declare  the  law  in  future  should  be. 
The  existing  law,  as  every  year  recorded  ontba 
Statute  Book  of  Great  Britain,  provided  "  Hat 
no  man  can  be  forejndged  of  life  or  limb,  or 
subjected  in  times  of  peace  to  any  kind  of 
punishment  within  this  realm  by  martial  law, 
or  in  any  other  maimer  than  by  the  jadgment 
of  his  peers,  and  according  to  the  known  sid 
established  laws  of  the  realm."  And,  as  the 
practical  safeguard  for  the  liberty  of  tiie  nib- 
ject,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  enacts  that  every 
man,  in  whatever  custody  he  may  be,  shall 
have  a  right  to  be  brought  before  the  legal  tei- 
bunals  of  the  country  in  order  that  the  legalil^ 
of  his  imprisonment  may  be  jndici^y  inqnind 
into.  But  by  the  Bill  before  the  Oonnci!  it 
was  proposed  to  enact  that  any  man  may  be 
forejudged  of  life  and  limb,  and  subjected  to 
any  kind  of  punishment  by  martial  law — that 
any  man  may  be  tried  in  some  other  Ttiamter 
than  according  to  the  known  and  ^ttablidtsd 
laws  of  the  realm ;  and,  that  the  great  bolwtikcf 
English  liberty,  Uie  Habeas  Corpos  Act,  should 
be  virtually  repealed.  If  the  Bill  in  its  presoit 
shape  became  law  it  would  empower  the  Go- 
vernment to  authorize  any  person  whatever  t» 
arrest  «uiy  other  person  whatever  on  the  men 
suspicion  of  any  third  person  whatever;  aad 
not  only  to  arrest  him,  but  to  keep  him  in  sodi 
custody  as  he  pleased,  to  oarry  him  where  he 
pleased,  and  to  detain  him  as  long  as  be 
pleased.  If  brought  to  trial  the  person  » 
arrested,  might,  under  the  provisions  ol  tks 
Bill,  be  tried  before  any  three  Militia  officen, 
not  one  of  whom  might  ever  have  been  jaesant 
at  a  Court-martial,  and  not  one  of  whom  mi^ 
have  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  Tn«Ti»i»T  in 
which  the  prxx»edings  of  a  Court-martial  va» 
conducted.  In  the  face  of  a  fundamental  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  Act  which  prohibitad 
the  General  Assembly  from  passing  any  Act  re- 
pugnant to  the  law  of  Ehigland,  the  Bill  par- 
ported  virtually  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Cozpa 
Act.  If  any  Act  was  rexmgnant  to  the  law  «f 
England  it  was  surely  an  Act  which  puipoitod 
to  teke  away  from  the  subjects  of  Her  Mqes^ 
almost  the  only  saiqpiard  of  their  libertiea 
Believing,  then,  that  this  proposed  enactment 
was  repugnant  to  the  law  of  England,  he  main- 
tained that  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  haidlT 
of  more  value  than  the  paper  on  which  it  baa 
been  printed.  The  attempt  was  also  made  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  virtnaUy  to  deprif* 
every  injured  man  of  all  redress,  and  to  remn* 
all  persons  who  might  be  emj^loyed  to  carry  tht 
Bill  into  operation  from  the  jurisdicttom  of  tk* 
Courts  of  the  countoy,  and  to  render  ttem  id- 
accountable  for  their  proceedings  b^oire  a  Coot 
of  law — an  attempt  which,  he  thoo^t  it  ri^ 
to  warn  the  GovemmMit  and  the  pnUio,  h* 
believed  had  been  made  in  vain.  The  Bill  «■» 
equally  remarkable  for  its  omissiaQS.  It  did 
not  exempt  women  and  children  from  its  opeiar 
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It  did  not  leqniie  that  all  parsons  taken 
mto  custody  should  be  brought  for  trial  within 
•  ooitaiii  prescribed  time.  It  did  not  provide 
that  if  any  person  should  die  under  arrest  an 
inquest  should  be  held  upon  his  body,  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  public  as  to  the  ciromnstances 
ander  which  he  came  to  his  death.  It  made 
ao  pcovision  for  the  publication  of  periodical 
ntiuns  showing  who  had  been  arrested,  with 
'■hat  crime  they  were  charged,  and  how  they 
had  been  disposed  of;  nor  any  provisions  re- 
•airing  that  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
Coozts-martial  to  be  held  under  the  Act  should 
be  kept  and  deposited  in  some  public  office,  and 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public.  Bat 
it  wag  urged  in  favour  of  the  Bill  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
petBons  and  property  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects.  Now,  ne  (Ifr.  Swainson)  absolutely 
denied  the  necessity  for  this  Bill ;  but,  assum- 
ing such  a  Bill  to  be  necessary,  then  he  main- 
tained that,  if,  with  ten  thousand  men  in  arms, 
we  were  unable  to  govern  and  control  less  than 
that  number  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
ezoept  by  establishing  a  reign  of  terror,  and 
eroept  by  the  subversion  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  realm,  the  logical  and  legitimate 
conolnsiou  would  be,  not  that  we  should  pass 
tfais^ill  into  law,  but  that  we  should  abandon 
the  pretension  to  govern  our  Native  fellow- 
mbjecta,  and  confine  the  practical  exercise  of 
oui  authority  to  our  own  fellow-countrymen, 
the  natural-bom  subjects  of  the  Crown,  He 
believed  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
were  not  such  as  to  call  for  the  passing  of  any 
such  Bill.  He  believed  that  the  Bill  would  not 
expedite  by  a  single  day  the  pacification  of 
the  country ;  but  it  would  tend  rather  to  aggra- 
yaJbB  and  protract  the  struggle  :  and,  believing 
ISbtA  it  was  unconstitutional,  illegal,  oppressive, 
and  unnecessary,  he  had  no  option  out  to  re- 
cord his  vote  against  its  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  oppose,  by  all  means  in  his  power,  a 
measure  which,  if  passed,  would  be  sin  etonial 
disgrace  to  the  colony.  The  circumstances  of 
the  country  necessitated  recourse  to  military 
farce  to  repress  the  present  disturbances.  All 
that  could  be  done  was  being  done  by  General 
Cameron  a^nd  Her  Majesty's  troops,  and  for 
«fanthing  so  done  they  would  be  held  justified 
bj  the  L^tslatuie,  which  would  be  ready  to 
pass  whatever  Acts  might  be  required  to  pro- 
tect them  from  liability.  But  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  proposed  to  them  a  measure 
ao  to  establish  what  was  termed  martial  law  as 
to  make  it  part  of  the  law  of  the  colony.  There 
waa  a  strange  misunderstanding  on  this  point. 
la  an  emergency  like  the  present  it  was  neces- 
•■zy  for  Government  to  exert  a  force  beyond 
tbe  law.  It  most  do  so  upon  its  own  responsi- 
Uify,  relying  oq  the  Legislature  for  ^teotion, 
iiliioh  protection  would  never  be  withheld  so 
ttx  as  the  acts  done  could  be  reasonably  jus- 
tified. That  responsibility  to  the  Legislature 
was  the  oomstitational  guarantee  against  the 
abnae  of  such  extraordinary  powers.  The 
TiSHiiliiliiui  was  botmd  to  reserve  to  itself  the 
zi^t  of  final  judgment  by  either  passing  or 


refusing  to  pass  Acts  of  Indemnity.  If  excesses- 
were  committed  it  would  vrithhold  indemnify. 
But  the  law  now  proposed  was,  in  fact,  a  sub- 
version of  all  law — it  was  intended  to  legalize 
beforehand  whatever  might  be  done,  no  matter 
bow  barbarous  or  atrocious,  under  colour  of  an 
extraordinary  power  lodged  with  the  Governor. 
Whatever  crimes  might  be  committed  under 
this  pretext  would  be  sheltered  from  all  inquiry, 
whether  by  the  Courts  of  judicature  or  by  the 
Legislature.  It  gave  to  persons  acting  under 
the  Governor's  orders  power  to  punish  by  death,- 
penal  servitude,  or  otherwise  any  one  con- 
cerned in  furthering  the  so-called  rebellion. 
He  (Mr.  Sewell)  could  not  but  look  with  horror 
upon  a  proposal  to  vest  in  three  commissioned 
officers  of  Militia  a  power  to  sentence  to  death 
any  one  concerned,  however  slightly,  in  rebel- 
lion, subject  only  to  the  approval  of  the 
Minister.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
might,  with  three  of  his  clerks  —  some  of 
whom,  he  believed,  held  commissions  in  the. 
Militia — sentence  him  (Mr.  Sewell)  to  death  if 
they  so  pleased — if  they  chose  to  consider  him 
as  furthering  rebellion  by  opposing  the  present 
measure.  Honourable  members  might  laugh. 
He  (Mr.  Sewell)  did  not  consider  that  this 
question  of  life  and  death  was  a  fit  subject  foe 
laughter.  No  doubt  it  was  not  intended  U>- 
bring  the  powers  of  this  Bill  to  bear  on  the 
European  population.  It  was  meant  to  coerce 
the  Native  population.  But  were  they  not 
equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  law 
with  ourselves  1  He  (Mr.  Sewell)  had  examined 
the  Statute  Book  with  some  care,  and  he 
declared  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Irish 
Act  of  1799,  there  was  no  precedent  for  such  a 
measure.  There  were,  it  is  true,  a  variefy  of 
penal  Acts,  by  which  ofiences  were  created  and 
punishments  assigned  to  them  of  a  more  or- 
less  harsh  and  oppressive  nature;  but  in  all 
Cases  offences  were  specifically  defined  and 
specific  punishments  annexed  to  them.  Foe 
these  ofiences  persons  were  made  answerable 
by  law.  In  1745,  for  instance,  it  was  made 
highly  penal  to  wear  the  Highland  dress.  So, 
in  this  colony,  it  might  be  made  a  s^iflo 
offence  to  hoist  the  king's  flag.  But  in  no 
English  precedent  was  any  such  power  given  as 
that  given  by  this  Bill — a  power  to  punish  by 
death,  penal  servitude,  or  otherwise,  as  mi^t 
be  deemed  expedient,  any  one  concerned  in 
this  rebellion.  In  isiss  an  English  Act  was 
passed  for  suppressing  disturbances  in  Ireland. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  present  Bill  was 
founded  on  that  precedent.  Such  was  not  the 
case.  The  Act  of  1833  merely  established 
military  Courts — Courts  composed  of  military 
men  —  to  try,  in  disturbed  districts,  offences^ 
punishable  by  law.  It  substituted  these  Courts 
for  the  ordinary  tribunals.  A  measure  of  that 
kind  mi(^t  be  salutary  in  the  present  state  of 
the  colony.  But  that  would  not  be  to  establish 
martial  law.  [The  honourable  member  read 
extracts  from  L^rd  Grey's  stteech  in  the  Hoiu» 
of  Lords  in  introducing  tne  Suppression  of 
Disturbances  Bill  in  18SS.1  Lord  Grey  drew 
attention  to  the  difference  between  that  Act 
and  the  Irish  Act  of  1799 — ^in  particular,  that 
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the  military  Conrts  thereby  established  were 
expressly  debarred  from  inflicting  the  punish- 
ment of  death.  They  were  compwed  of  a  large 
nnmber  of  officers  in  the  army,  presided  OTer 
fay  a  lawyer  of  high  position.  Here  it  was  pro- 
,posed  to  give  power  throughout  the  colony,  of 
which  three-foorths  were  in  a  state  of  perfect 
4iranquillity,  to  three  commissioned  officers  of 
IMllitia  to  put  to  death  any  one  supposed  to 
^ve  taken  part  in  the  outbrejiik.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  dug  the  precedent  out  of  the 
'Ohamel-honse  of  Irish  history.  He  was  amazed 
«t  the  boldness  which  would  dare  to  present 
such  a  Bill  to  a  legislative  body  composed  of 
British  citizens.  The  Bill,  then,  proposed  to 
Bospend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  throughout  the 
•oolony.  Such  a  law  could  be  treated  as  a 
nullity  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of 
'Queen's  Bench.  As  to  the  pretence  that  such 
a  law  was  needed  to  enable  the  Oovemment  to 
stop  vessels  carrying  supplies  to  the  enemy, 
anon  a  reason  was  absurd.  If  a  measure  were 
proposed  giving  specific  power  to  tha  Oovem- 
ment in  such  cases  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  would  sup- 
port it.  He  protested  against  the  Bill  as  a 
violation  of  all  principle,  and  as  calculated  to 
spread  the  rebellion  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other,  and  to  establish  it  as  a  chronic 


The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said  he  found  the 
Snd  clause  of  such  a  sweeping  character  that 
'lie  would  be  forced  to  give  his  opposition  to  the 
Bill  unless  it  were  promised  that  it  should  re- 
ceive considerable  alteration  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OILFILLAN  remarked  that 
4wo  sessions  Eigo  he  had  given  his  support  to  the 
Government  in  the  hope  that  the  Native  diffi- 
•culty  would  be  tided  over  without  a  resort  to 
4um8 ;  but,  after  every  attempt  had  been  made 
-to  effect  tiiis,  it  must  be  admitted  they  had 
signally  failed.  He  now  trusted  honourable 
members  would  give  the  Government  every 
support  in  this  measure.  It  was  not  a  war 
which  had  been  sought  by  the  Government, 
but  had  been  forced  on  them  by  the  action  of 
the  Natives,  who  had  resorted  to  arms,  and 
murdered  settlers  whilst  quietly  following  their' 
avocations. 

The  Hon.  Sir.  WHITAEEB  replied.  Hu 
■honourable  friend  Mr.  Sewell,  in  stating  that 
h»  (Mr.  Whitaker)  would  have  power  to  order 
any  man  to  be  shot,  hod  fallen  into  a  great 
jnistake.  Did  the  honourable  member  think 
His  Excellency  the  GovemQr,  who  was  respon- 
^ble  to  the  Home  Government  for  his  conduct, 
and  General  Cameron,  who  was  answerable  to 
"the  Horse  Guards,  would  ever  consent  to  a  man 
being  executed  by  the  order  of  any  single  indi- 
fvidual?  He  really  could  not  understand  his 
lionourable  friend  entertaining  such  an  idea — 
that  the  Gk>vemor  or  the  General  would  in  any 
lespect  lend  themselves  to  any  such  act  of  in- 
jostice.  The  honourable  gentlemttn  had  used 
exceedingly  strong  language,  which  led  him 
(Mr.  Whitaker)  to  believe  that  he  wanted 
.  to  damnify  the  Bill  by  strong  language  rather 
than  by  strong  argument.  Ho  might  remark 
it  would  be  further  neoessnty,  before  any  person 
4)onld  be  punished,  that  tLc  officers  holding  the 
Bm.Ur.  Btwtli 


Conrt-martial  should  find  him  gnfl^.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  had  pat  tiie  reaolutioDS  en 
the  Order  Paper  worded  in  a  seriea  of  geneaal 
terms ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  diacovet  yfbak 
their  object  was.  His  opinion  of  the  reoolntiaM^ 
introduced  in  the  manner  that  these  had  basB, 
was  that  the  honoorable  member  was  iliwKs 
fied  with  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  and  by  Him* 
means  sought  to  cause  a  change.  Snoh  •mtm 
generally  tiie  course  adopted  to  ^eet  ttat 
object.  He  had  already  explained  the  ptia- 
ciple  of  the  Bill,  and  woold  now  move  Qtft 
second  reading. 
The  Council  divided. 

Ayss,  13. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Rossell,  Watti 

Cutfield  Benvrick  Salmon 

Gilflllan  Bichmond  Walton 

Johnston  Bussell,  H.        Whitaker. 

Lee 

Koxs,  4. 
Pollen  Stokes 

Sewell  Swainson. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with  ameod- 
ments.  * 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minatw 
past  five  o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIYBa 
S'riiay,  13th  Nmmnber,  Jt63. 


First  Bead  ings— Native  War— Petition  of  Hajor  Bif 
—New  Zealand  Loan  BUI— Nominated  Biiocii»' 
tendents  Bill— Beserved  Bills— Auckland  WiMt 
IjCnda  Act  Amendment  Bill— Otago  Waste  Idodk 
Bill  (No.  1)  Beligloas,  Cboritable.  and  Edoeatianl 
Tmata  Act  Amendment  Bill— Otago  and  Sootb- 
land  Bepresentatlon  BUI. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'cloct; 
Fbatbbs. 

"FIRST  READINGS. 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill,  Land  daiOM 
Settlement  Bill,  Ttkokino  Beserve  Bill,  Exsoa. 
tion  of  Criminals  Act  Amendment  BilL 

NATIVE  WAR. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  RICHARDSON,  ft 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  tiUt 
copies  of  any  reports  made  by  tiie  offioersof 
the  Native  Department  relative  to  the  •neUof 
the  Native  chief  Ihaka ;  also  a  copy  of  the  !•• 
port  made  by  the  officer  of  the  Native  Depait- 
ment  who  visited  the  Native  settlemeats  ft 
Ihumata,  Mangere,  Pukald,  &c,  lelative  to 
the  Natives  tcJong  or  refusing  to  ti^e  the  oalk 
of  allegianoe. 

PETITION  OF  MAJOR  HAY. 
Mr.  G.  GBAHAM  moved.  That  the  petiii(a«( 
Major  A.  Hay  be  refeoed  to  the  Conmittae  d 
PctTate  Qnevanoes. 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DTT1T.ON  BELL, 

The  petition  was  read.  The  petitioner  com- 
^ained  of  the  QoTemment  not  having  accepted 
aia  serrices,  whilst  incapable  persons  had  been 
appointed. 

Mx.  CURTIS  opposed  the  motion.  He 
thonght  a  petition  should  not  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  unless  the  honourable  member 
who  presented  it  could  say  he  really  beUeved 
the  petitioner  had  snfiered  the  wrong  com- 
^ainedof. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  been  originally 
Mked  to  present  the  petition,  and  hod  refused, 
knowing  that  it  contained  a  statement  which 
ooold  not  be  borne  out. 

Ur.  OILLIBS  said  that  this  was  rather  a 
pnblio  than  a  private  grievance.  It  was  a  oom- 
j^aint  that  the  public  service  had  been  injured 
by  the  action  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  the  House  had 
no  business  to  examine  into  the  reasons  why 
the  Executive  Qovemment  rejected  applicants 
for  appointment,  unless  where  some  great 
raiblio  question  was  involved.  The  Pnvate 
Grievance  Committee  would  have  enough  to 
do  if  every  disappointed  applicant  for  office 
wore  to  bring  his  case  before  them. 

Hr.  COLENSO  differed  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce.  The  petition  was,  in  fact,  a 
private  one. 

Mr.  O.  GRAHAM  replied,  stating  that  he 
beUeved  the  petitioner  had  no  cause  of  oom- 
pliUnt  against  the  Government. 

Motion  negatived. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
'anoubned  debatx. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  question, 
"That  the  Loan  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Hr.  STAFFORD  aaii  he  afaoold  not  have 
addressed  the  House  but  for  the  objections  to 
the  Bill  expressed  on  the  previous  day.  Now, 
irtiile  there  were  some  grounds  for  those  objec- 
tions, those  grounds  were  based  upon  misap- 
prehension, which  a  few  wdrds  from  some  of 
the  Ministry  would  remove.  It  had  been 
argued  that  by  this  Bill  they  were  placing  in 
Ijhe  hands  of  the  Government  the  uncontrolled 
•spenditnre  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money — 
^,000,000;  but  that  money,  though  raisiad, 
oonid  not  be  spent  without  speoiflo  appropria- 
tion by  the  House.  When  a  loan  of  £500,000 
ma  proposed  by  his  Government  in  1866,  it 
would  be  remembered  that  it  and  all  subsequent 
Appropriation  Acts  contained  provisions  that 
oat  of  the  sum  raised  under  that  loan  there 
dumld  be  taken  and  applied  for  certain  specific 
pnrpoees  so  much  money;  and  he  assumed 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
take  that  course  in  the  present  instance,  and 
expend  no  more  than  what  the  House  shotild 
vote.  Such  being  the  case,  Uie  House  could 
liftrdlyhave  anyobjection  to  increasing  the  reve- 
nae  of  the  country  by  three  millions  of  money, 
mni  he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  supporting 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  the  honourable 
ggaOtaaua  himself   was   under   a  misappre- 


hension. This  Bill  distinctly  appropriated 
money  to  be  "  applied  as  the  Government  E^aU 
direct  according  to  the  schedule." 

Mr.  FOX  trusted  that  the  casual  feelings  of 
hesitation  which  prevailed  yesterday  had  aJl 
passed  away.  The  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  was  perfectly  correct  in  T^at  he 
had  stated  to  the  House.  It  had  been  invari- 
ably the  practice — down  to  last  session,  when 
that  practice  was  departed  from — for  the  Loan 
Bill  to  be  followed  either  by  a  Supplementary 
Appropriation  Act,  which  was  the  proper  course, 
or  by  special  provision  in  the  Appropriation 
Act  of  'the  year.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  follow  the  precedent  esta- 
blished by  the  legislation  or  non-legislation  of 
last  session  ;  but  Uie  Colonial  Treasurer  would, 
after  the  Loan  Bill  had  been  passed  and  the 
Appropriation  Act  had  come  before  the  House, 
bring  down  a  Supplementary  Appropriation 
Bill,  in  which  the  loan  itself  would  be  appro- 
priated so  far  as  the  Government  co«ld  propose 
with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to 
adhere  to  such  appropriation.  There  were 
some  items  on  which  no  limitation  could  be 
imposed,  as  the  item  for  war  expendituro, 
which  might  all  be  required  in  three  months, 
or  perhaps  not  half  of  it  r^uired  at  all.  But 
wiui  regard  to  the  other  items — immigration 
and  public  works — the  Government  would  be 
prepared,  in  the  Supplementary  Appropriation 
Bill,  to  state  what  ^rtion  of  these  amounts  it 
would  require  previous  to  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly;  and  here  he  might 
intimate  to  the  House  the  decided  and  settled 
conviction  of  the  Government  that,  unless  a 
period  was  given  it  to  carry  out  the  plans 
which  it  had  laid  before  the  House,  and  which 
substantially  had  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  worse  than  nugatory  to 
attempt  them.  They  would  propose,  therefore,  an 
appropriation  for  three  monUis  less  than  was 
granted  to  their  predecessors  last  session.  Ha 
would  propose  a  period  of  fifteen  months,  and 
unless  the  House  was  prepared  to  accord  that 
period  the  Ministry  would  feel  itself  com- 
pletely hampered,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  policy  it  had  laid  down. 

Mr.  BBODIE  said  that  if  the  honourable 
member's  last  remarks  referred  solely  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  loan  there  could  bo  no  objec- 
tion ;  but,  if  he  proposed  a  repetition  of  .the 
unconstitutional  course  followed  by  the  last 
Ministry,  he  (Mr.  Brodie),  at  least,  could  not 
give  his  sanction  to  it.  He  did  not  see  how 
they  could  do  otherwise  than  raise  this  money^ 
but,  seeing  how  the  revenues  of  the  country 
were  already  hampered  by  loans,  the^  should 
consider  well  the  security  on  which  this  should 
be  raised,  and  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  its 
extinguishment.  The  security  proposed  was 
the  general  revenue  of  the  coimtry ;  but 
£900,000  of  this  loan  was  devoted  not  to  the 
mere  temporary  emergency  of  patting  down 
the  rebelhon,  but  to  pubko  woncs  in  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  rebellion  was  chiefly 
situated ;  and  it  would  have  been  supposed  that 
provision  would  have  been  made  for  charging, 
the  persons  beoieflted  with  the  interest  of  that  ex- 
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IMndittue.  The  Middle  Island  people  were  bill- 
ing to  pay  their  share  towards  putting  down  the 
rebellion,  but  not  to  pay  for  carrying  on  public 
'works  to  benefit  the  northern  provinces ;  and 
he  trusted  that  when  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee that  would  be  one  of  the  matters  which 
would  be  remedied  in  this  somewhat  defective 
Bill.  Again,  he  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
how  he  propose  to  raise  the  money.  The  Bill 
simply  provided  that  the  Government  might 
appoint  agents  to  raise  the  loan  or  loans.  He 
did  not  know  in  what  manner  the  New  Zealand 
■Government  might  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
placing  these  loans  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
but  he  thought  the  subject  was  one  on  which 
the  House  ^ould  demand  explanation,  and 
they  should  tckke  care  that  the  loan,  or  any 
portion  of  it,  should  not  be  frittered  away  in 
unnecessary  expenses,  or  the  position  of  the 
colony  be  misunderstood  at  Home  so  as  to 
cause  the  loss  of  the  premium  they  mi^t 
otherwiseiobtain.  Then,  again,  he  should  like 
to  have  heard  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
what  form  it  was  proposed  to  be  put  in  the 
market.  He  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the  Im- 
perial Government  did  not  provide  the  guaran- 
tee, and  it  was  necessary  for  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment to  go  into  the  money-market,  they 
should  do  it  by  subscription  upon  the  whole 
loan  rather  than  have  it  put  into  the  market 
by  dribblets,  to  prevent  the  brokers  making  large 
profits  out  of  it.  On  these  four  points  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
before  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  confessed  that  he 
felt  disappointed  at  the  way  the  loan  was 
brought  before  the  House.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  House  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
raising  it,  but  he  feared  that  its  prospects 
mi^t  be  dama{;ed  by  the  imperfect  way  in 
which  the  policy  which  this  was  to  implement 
'was  brought  before  the  House.  Statements 
made  by  honourable  gentlemen  in  speaking 
on  this  Bill  would  be  looked  to  elsewhere  in 
connection  with  it,  and  there  was  yet  time  for 
the  Government  to  give  some  farther  explana- 
tion in  the  matter.  If  he  had  understood  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  rightly,  there  were  to  be 
«ighteen  thousand  men  capable  of  military 
service,  with  a  moderate  proportion  of  their 
families,  brought  into  the  country  ;  but  the  ex- 
pense of  introducing  eighteen  thousand  immi- 
grants at  £17  per  head  would  exceed  the  whole 
JB800,000,  supposing  them  to  be  brought  from 
England.  It  might  be,  perhaps,  that  some  of 
them  would  be  from  nearer  places,  and  that 
the  passages  from  England  would,  by  contract, 
be  considerably  less  than  £17.  He  did  not 
object  to  that ;  he  only  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  given  them  such  detailed  calcu- 
lations as  they  had  a  right  to  expect.  The 
sum  proposed,  he  felt  certain,  would  be  very 
inadequate  for  all  the  attendant  expenses  of 
the  immigration  of  twenty  thousand  men  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  imported,  and  looking  at  the  period  which 
must  ensue  before  they  attained  a  self-sup- 
porting condition.  He  hoped  the  honourable' 
gentlemen  would  indulge  the  House  with  as 
Itr.Brodie 


full  a  statement  as  possible  on.  Hbtaa  matten, 
so  that  when  this  tninsaction  came  to  be  can- 
vassed at  Home  it  might  be  plain  thskt,  so  ht 
as  circumstances  would  adnut,  tlie  thiiig  hid 
been  looked  at  in  close  detail. 

Mr.  C0LEN80  did  not  nnderstand  what  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Qoldfields  meaat 
when  he  said  that  the  £900,000  for  pobHe 
works  should  be  charged  to  one  or  two  pac&v- 
lar  provinces.  Perhaps  the  Oovenunent  woidd 
have  acted  better  if  they  had  been  a  little  k* 
plain  and  honest,  and  had  simply  pat  dknm 
£2,000,000  for  the  suppression  of  rebellian,  tat 
certainly  it  all  came  nnder  that  bead.  On  the 
honourable  member's  principle  the  cost  of  ooa- 
Etruction  of  telegraphs  should  also  be  placed 
to  the  account  of  uie  provinces  benefited  by 
them,  for  it  would  be  a  considerable  tima  be- 
fore this  province  would  derive  any  benefit  froa 
that  expenditure.  For  hononrable  membea  to 
put  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  second 
million  was  just  the  same  as  to  say  they  wooU 
not  assist  in  suppressing  the  rebelUon. 

Mr.  CARGLLL  concurred  with  the  honoor- 
able  member  for  Omata  that  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  were  too  indefinite ;  and  he  &h 
that  there  was  a  conflict  between  his  dasB 
to  throw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  tite 
Government  plans,  and  his  fulfilling  tiiat  dn^ 
which  he  owed  to  the  constituents  who  satt 
him  there.  They  had  had  a  Financial  State- 
ment, but  they  hsbd  heard  no  reference  to  how 
the  large  burden  of  the  interest  of  these  losw 
was  to  bo  borne.  They  had  the  prospect  also 
that,  this  loan  being  all  expended,  aomefnrthai 
burden  might  be  called  for;  a^d  there  was 
some  indistinct  prospect  of  having  videot 
hands  laid  on  that  three-eighths  whid  the 
provinces  looked  to  at  present  as  thdr  ptind- 
pal  source  of  revenue.  That  might  not  be  so, 
out  the  Govermnent  had  thrown  no  lif^  oa 
these  points. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  was  under  the  imiras- 
sion,  till  the  two  Otago  members  spoke,  tlttt  it 
was  the  duty  of  all  colonists  to  assist  in  pattiac 
down  rebellion,  and  especially  when  the  settex 
here  had  nothing  to  do  with  causing  it. 

Mr.  VOGEL  rose  to  move  the  adjounaaaaC 
of  the  debate  until  Monday.  The  Gomn- 
ment  proposals  were  plausible,  but  he  bdiend 
that  they  had  considerably  underrated  tk* 
expense,  and  that  two  or  three  times  as  modi 
would  be  required.  He  did  not  tiiink  tk* 
House  had  sufficient  Information  before  it  to 
enable  it  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  wbetixr 
the  Home  Government  would  give  their  gua- 
rantee to  this  loan ;  nor  did  he  think  tbef 
should  be  asked  to  give  it  to  that  portion  which 
was  to  be  expended  on  local  public  woda; 
but  they  were  fully  entitled  to  ask  for  a 
guarantee  on  that  portion  devoted  to  tb« 
expenses  of  the  war.  But  £1,000,000  would 
be  quite  inadequate  to  that  purpose,  and  to 
vote  only  that  would  lead  the  Maoris  to  eon- 
elude  that  we  did  not  mean  to  fight  for  any 
very  lengthy  period.  What  had  been  d<Kie  in 
the  four  months  during  which  we  had  beei 
fighting?  Why,  it  must  be  amusing  to  the 
I^ris  to  hear  us  talking  about  allooating  nit 
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(heir  lutds,  when  we  had  made  ao  littie  progress 
as  yet.  The  QoTemment  had  better  ask  for  a 
latse  snm  for  the  suppression  «f  the  rebellion, 
uid  ask  for  the  Imperial  guarantee  on  that 
only,  and  then  it  woud  be  alforded.  Then  the 
Eoose  ought  to  bo  told  specifically  from  what 
tonrce  the  yearly  interest  of  £180,000  was  to 
be  derived.  Was  it  to  be  mainly  paid  by  the 
Middle  Island,  or  would  the  Oovemment  intro- 
duce a  Bill  allocating  specially  on  the  provinces 
interested  the  interest  of  the  money  to  be 
spent  on  public  works  for  their  benefit?  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  given  some  information 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  war.  From  the  1st  July  to 
the  13th  October  it  had  cost  £146,000,  but  in 
^enext  eighteen  days  it  had  cost  £70,000  ;  the 
first  giving  an  average  of  half  a  million  a  year,' 
and  the  other  of  a  million  and  a  half.  He  did 
not  believe,  however,  that  the  money  spent  in 
the  first  five  months  was  anything  like  an  indi- 
cation of  what  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
expend,  for  but  a  small  portion  of  the  Volunteers 
had  then  arrived  in  the  country.  Nor  did  he 
think  that  the  amoants  put  dovm  for  immigra- 
tion and  public  works  would  be  anything  like 
so  much  as  would  be  required  to  enable  these 
immigrants  to  get  their  stock  oa  their  farms 
and  work  them  with  profit.  It  would  be  just 
this  way :  The  men  would  have  large  induce- 
ments offered  them,  and  when  they  came  here 
they  would  become  discontented;  and,  when 
they  were  disbanded  and  ceased  to  receive 
pay,  the  first  rush  to  the  goldfields  would  carry 
them  oS  en  masse;  so  that  all  this  money 
would  have  been  paid  to  bring  men  to  the 
aonthem  goldfields.  Then,  there  was  a  dis- 
crepancy as  to  the  redemption  of  the  loan  : 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  land  were  to  be 
applied  to  pajdng  it  ofi ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  conld  not  do  redeemed  within  one  hundred 
years.  He  had  detailed  these  objections  with 
&e  view  of  inducing  the  Oovemment  to  con- 
sent to  the  adjonmment ;  for,  if  it  was  not 
granted,  a  number  of  honourable  members  who 
took  great  interest  in  the  subject  had  firmly 
determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Bill,  but  to  leave  the  whole  responsibility  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  Government.  He  moved. 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  next  sitting- 
day. 

Major  BICHABDSOK  seconded  the  motion 
for  adjoununent,  and  said  it  appeared  rather 
ungenerous  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that 
the  Loan  Bill  should  be  put  before  them  one 
day,  and  that  on  the  very  next  day  they  should 
be  asked  to  tonsider  it.  For  his  own  part,  he 
must  decline  to  take  aay  further  part  in  the 
discussion  on  this  Bill  unless  the  Government 
acceded  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Government  would  be 
sorry  that  the  House  should  suppose  that  the 
Government  desired  to  force  on  this  or  any 
other  measure.  He  wished  it  to  be-perfectly 
nnderstood  that  the  Government  was  quite 
ready  to  go  on  with  .this  Bill ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  if  the  sense  of  the  House  was,  on  a  divi- 
sion —  in  which  the  Oovemment  would  not 
vote— that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned,  the 
Government  would  not  oppose  it. 


Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  adjourned  until 
next  sitting-day. 

NOMINATED  SUPERINTENDENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Nominated  Superintendents  Bill, 
said  it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  adduce 
any  arguments  in  asking  the  House  to  agree  to 
it.  The  question  had  been  discussed  Isist  ses- 
sion, and  ne  believed  every  man  in  the  colony 
who  had  thought  of  this  subject  had  made  up  his 
mind  on  it.  It  was  not  like  a  question  that  they 
had  heard  of  for  the  first  time,  for  it  had  been 
discussed  by  all  the  public  prints  in  the  colony 
and  by  the  public  generally ;  and  no  arguments 
could  be  adduced  which  would  have  the  efiect 
of  altering  a  single  vote.  Ample  notice  had 
been  given  that  this  Bill  was  going  to  be 
brought  on  again.  It  had  been  passed  through 
two  of  its  stages  last  session,  and  was  omy 
thrown  out  at  the  third  reading  by  one  vote ; 
but  it  must  have  appeared  quite  certain  that 
such  a  Bill  would  he  brought  forward  again. 
He  believed  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  desired  this  meft- 
Bure  to  pass.  At  least  he  believed  he  was 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  when  he  said  so.  The 
Bill  would  restore  to  the  people  a  great  deal  of 
the  power  which  had  been  taken  from  them. 
The  Superintendents  had  gradually  been  as- 
suming a  despotic  power,  by  which  constitn- 
tional  government  wsls  superseded.  He  had 
watehed  the  gradually-declining  power  of  the 
Provincial  Councils ;  but,  considering  the  temp- 
tations which  had  been  offered  in  the  election  of 
Superintendents,  the  result  of  the  elections  had 
been  creditable  to  the  country.  But  the  mode 
in  which  those  elections  had  been  conducted 
had  not  been  creditable.  How  had  the  last 
elections  in  this  very  province  been  conducted  ? 
The  honourable  member  who  sat  near  him 
might,  if  he  chose,  make  some  disclosures  as  to 
how  they  conducted  these  things  in  the  South. 
So  completely  was  he  impressed  with  the 
declining  character  of  the  election  of  Superin- 
tendents that  in  his  own  province — Cantor- 
bury — he  had  urged  those  with  whom  he  had 
been  brought  in  communication  to  accept  any 
gentlemanly  candidate  that  might  present  him- 
self rather  than  submit  to  a  contested  election. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  thought  that  on  an 
important  question  of  this  kind  the  honourable 
member  should  have  introduced  more  powerful 
arguments,  and  shown  a  greater  development 
of  the  consequences  that  would  arise  from  this 
fundamental  change  in  their  Constitution.  His 
honourable  friend  had  a  peculiar  politioal 
monomania  on  this  subject.  He  (Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert)  thought  they  should  look  with  soma 
suspicion  upon  the  circumstance  of  a  private 
member  bringing  in  a  measure  of  this  constitu- 
tional character,  which  either  ought  not  to  have 
been  brought  in  at  all.  or  should  have  been 
brought  in  by  the  Ministry.  It  would  be  an 
anomaly  that  they  should  allow  any  honourable 
member  who  was  so  pleased  to  come  forward 
and  tinker  their  Constitution  Act  without  their 
knowing  what  view  the  Government  might  take 
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upon  the  subject,  and  this  was  a  reason  why 
they  should  regaid  with  an  additional  degree  of 
jealousy  the  introduction,  in  this  manner,  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  One  principal  objection 
he  had  to  the  Bill  was  that  it  would  enable  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  place  in  power  men 
who  would  not  represent  the  interests  of  the 

Cple.  So  far  from  being  impressed  with  the 
eficial  character  of  the  measure,  he  believed 
it  would  be  a  fertile  means  of  discontent,  and 
raise  a  species  of  chronic  opposition  in  the 
yarious  provinces.  There  would  either  be,  he 
Mkid,  a  chronic  state  of  opposition  between  the 
Provincial  Councils  and  these  puppets,  or  the 
puppets  would  be  the  merest  nonentities.  He 
maintained  that  the  people  had  always  looked 
upon  the  power  of  electing  Superintendents  as 
a  great  privilege  ;  for,  while  they  could  not 
get  sometimes  a  sufficient  number  of  persons 
together  at  an  election  for  that  House  to 
constitute  a  valid  election — so  much  so  that 
they  had  to  send  to  the  highways  and  byways 
to  get  people  to  vote — the  people  showed,  on 
the  other  hand,  by  attending  the  election  of 
Superintendents,  tiiat  they  valued  it  as  a 
privilege,  and  he  believed  it  was  a  great  error 
to  deprive  them  of  that  privilege. 

Mr.  COLENSO  had  the  old  English  feeling 
of  disliking  change  unless  they  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  change  would  be  beneficial. 
The  Bill  was  no  improvement  on  the  Bill  of 
last  session,  and  he  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  VOGEL  said  it  would  appear  paradoxical, 
bat  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  although 
he  heartily  disapproved  of  it  in  its  present 
shape.  He  recognized  the  evils  of  their  present 
system  of  electing  Superintendents,  as  likely  to 
brin^  about  the  same  evils  which  attended  the 
Presidential  elections  in  America.  He  con- 
sidered that  a  death-blow  was  given  to  the 
election  of  Superintendents  when  the  House 
foimd  it  necessary  to  disfranchise  fifteen  thou- 
sand of  the  electors  who  were  not  thought 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  franchise.  Having  ob- 
jection to  the  present  mode  of  election,  he 
would  note  his  objection  to  the  scheme  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere.  According  to 
this  Bill,  the  nomination  of  Superintendent 
would  be  an  item  of  patronage  attached  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.  He  thought  the  power  of 
nominating  the  Superintendent  should  vest  in 
the  Grown.  It  might  be  said  that  the  Crown 
would  not  accept  this  responsibility  ;  but 
he  was  happy  to  say  there  was  reason  to 
believe  it  would.  [The  honourable  member 
quoted  from  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  to  the  Gape  Colony,  in  which  he 
recommended  the  poUtical  institutions  of  New 
Zealand,  with  the  exception  of  the  mode  of 
«lecting  SajMrintendents,  which  appointments 
be  considered  should  vest  in  the  Crown ;  and 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
saluy  of  the  Superintendent  by  the  Colonial 
Iiegislatnre.l  He  would  support  the  second 
leading  of  the  Bill  on  the  understanding  that 
yetj  large  changes  would  be  made  in  the  BiU 
in  Committee. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  said  nothing  would  be  oon- 
aldered  more  despotio  than  to  remove' from  the 
Mr.  FUMhvrbert 


people  of  the  oolony  this  privilege  which  thi^ 
now  enjoyed. 

Mr.  FOX  expressed  his  surpriie  at  tii» 
meagre  speech  of  the  honourable  mrmher  tat 
Ellesmere  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  tUs 
Bill.  The  honourable  member  did  not  ereo 
condescend  to  explain  the  details  of  \ha  mea- 
sure; and,  when  they  remembered  irii^ 
oratorical  powers  the  hononrable  member  pos- 
sessed, they  must  feel  astotiiahed  that  be  tod 
said  so  little  on  the  subject.  He  (Mr.  Fo^wia 
half  afraid  that  the  hononrable  -member  bad 
not  acted  without  design,  and  that  his  intea- 
tion  was  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  opponenti  of 
the  measure,  and  then  come  down  upon  them 
with  the  whole  of  his  e3q>losive,  bomlabdl 
oratory,  and  so  obtain  posseesion  of  the  Saast 
and  the  Bill.  The  honourable  m^nbu  hai 
pointed  to  the  precedent  of  some  of  the  States 
m  Europe,  and  very  inappropriately,  for  there 
a  death-struggle  was  going  on  between  th* 
tyrant  and  the  people.  They  had  not  the  ne- 
cessity here  for  dragging  people  from  the  dim- 
geons,  nor  for  Garicualdis  to  arise ;  end  he  *u 
sure  that,  if  they  wanted  one,  they  had  otij  to 
go  to  Ellesmere  to  find  him.  If  two  hanond 
years  ago  the  principle  of  elective  Snpem- 
tendents  had  been  introduced  into  Eunn, 
they  would  not  now  see  those  death-gtng^ 
which  were  going  on  there,  and  the  hononaibis 
member  should  not  therefore  have  refeitad  to 
that  quarter  for  a  precedent.  But,  while  doig 
so,  he  had  omitted  to  point  to  the  comti^ 
famous  above  all  others  for  constitatianil 
liberty — namely,  Great  Britain.  Did  tiiey  see 
any  deputies  of  the  Crown  holding  imp(ntMit 
offices  there  ? 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD.— Yes;  the  Ixad-IJeB- 
tenant. 

Mr.  FOX.  — The  LMd-Iiieutenantt  Tl» 
honourable  member  might  as  well  point  to  » 
parish  beadle,  who  had  as  much  power.  Wm 
that  the  miserable  precedent  which  he  pconted 
to  ?  The  honourable  member  had  retted  s 
great  portion  of  his  argument  on  the  mode  ia 
which  the  election  of  Superintendents  in  this 

Erovince  and  Otago  had  oeen  conducted,  and 
e  spoke  of  the  disgraceful  proceedings  at  thoai 
elections  as  such  that  he  would  rather  sllidi 
to  than  describe.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  oonfeased  ibt 
he  had  heard  of  none  of  these  disgraoefnl  pa- 
ceedings.  He  did  not  exactly  know  how  thew 
things  were  done  in  Canterbury,  but  he  bid 
heara  that,  on  great  pubUo  occasions  then, 
there  had  been  a  procession  of  printers'  deu^ 
arrayed  in  homs  and  hoofs.  Were  those  thi 
proceedings  to  which  the  hononrabls  msE- 
ber  alluded  as  disgraceful  f  But  why  ihosU 
they  alter  their  Constitution  thou^  all  th* 
printers'  devils,  with  all  their  tails,  uid  honed 
and  hoofed  as  they  liked,  should  parade  beta* 
them  ?  They  might  take  their  own  case— thtf 
of  the  election  of  representatives  to  that  Hooie. 
It  was  possible  that  some  of  the  cuid^atM 
might  have  kissed  the  "blarney  stone,"  lad 
that  influences  upon  the  free  voice  of  the  peo;!* 
might  have  been  used ;  but  these  things  «■■ 
unavoidable,  and  tiiey  afforded  no  reecoD  ^ 
we  should  toy  to  remove  the  vezy  IceyrtBDe  of 
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001  politdcal  eziBtence.  The  hononrable  mem- 
bei  had  been  trained  in  the  school  of  colonial 
politics  in  which,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was  proud  to 
lay,  he  had  received  his  earliest  lessons.  He 
belieTed  the  hononrable  member  was  inspired 
with  admiration  for  the  early  colonies  of 
Amexioa,  and  that  he  belonged  to  the  school 
which  admired  that  system  of  government; 
bat  they  found,  on  the  authority  of  Bancroft 
and  Oiaham,  that  those  colonies  which  had 
been  prosperous  there  were  those  which  had 
elected  their  own  Governors  independently  of 
the  Home  Govenunent,  and  that  those  pro- 
vinces which  fell  into  decay  were  those  which 
were  mled  by  Governors  appointed  by  the  Im- 
perial Government,  and  who  held  office  at  its 
pleasure.  He  asked  the  honourable  member 
.whether  this  was  not  a  better  precedent  than 
thoae  of  the  worst-governed  countries  in  the 
world — Europe.  He  would  allude  to  one  point 
in  the  Bill  on  which  he  wished  the  honourable 
member  had  been  more  explicit.  Did  the 
honoarable  member  mean  that  the  Governor, 
without  the  assistance  of  his  Besponsible 
Miniatty,  was  to  appoint  the  Superintendent? 
If  he  meant  that,  it  would  be  just  converting 
the  Governor  into  a  political  partisan  ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  it.would  bo  placing  a  dan- 
gerous power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
The  great  danger  to  Besponsible  Government 
was  the  possibility  of  corruption  destroying  the 
representation  of  the  people ;  and  yet  the 
honourable  member  proposed  to  introduce  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  temptation  I  These 
were  some  of  his  arguments  against  the  Bill, 
and  he  hoped  tbe  honourable  member  would 
reconsider  his  position,  and,  instead  of  making 
a  backward  step,  would  rather  advance  into 
the  shining  light  of  liberty  by  the  maintenance 
of  the  elective  right  of  the  people. 

Mr.  BBODIE  did  not  know  if  tbe  honourable 
member  had  been  addressing  himself  to  the 
Sill  in  hand,  or  giving  a  dissertation  on  poli- 
tical liberty ;  but  certainly  he  had  only  to 
carry  his  remarks  one  step  further  to  do  away 
'with  having  Governors  in  this  colony,  and  have 
ereiTthing  after  the  pattern  of  the  United 
Stetes.  He  (Mr.  Brodie)  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
late  about  the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  no  one 
had  shown  how  this  Bill  interfered  with  them. 
Sapexintendents  were  elected  by  the  people, 
and  instantly  so  far  resigned  their  elective 
position  as  to  be  controlled  by  an  Executive 
Council.  A  Superintendent  was  elected  on! a 
particnlar  line  of  policy,  but  its  soon  as  he 
became  Superintendent  the  power  to  carry  it 
oat  passed  away  from  him.  How,  then,  were 
the  I  liberties  of  the  people  infringed  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Superintendent  by  the 
OOTemment?  What  other  power  had  a  Su- 
perintendent than  the  power  of  veto  ? — and  that 
was  a  delegated  power  which  he  did  not  derive 
froin  his  elected  position.  The  present  ar- 
laiutement  was  calculated  only  to  impede  the 
mbiio  business  of  the  country.  Either  the 
Soperintendent  must  ride  dominant  over  the 
Provincial  Council,  or  submit  to  their  direc- 
tiocts  in  a  peculiar  manner  by  a  tacit  arrange- 
ment between  them.  The  elective]  principle 
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itself  was  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  for  a 
person  having  the  power  of  veto  should  be  in 
the  position  of  a  Sovereign  that  could  do  no 
wrong.  Evidently,  when  the  Constitution  Act 
was  passed  it  was  not  intended  that  the  Super- 
intendent should  have  such  powers ;  and  Sir 
John  Pakington  hod  expressly  declared  against 
it.  He  (Mr.  Brodie)  agreed  with  the  principle 
of  this  Bill,  and  saw  no  reason  why  Superiiw 
tendents,  if  nominated,  should  not,  as  now, 
carry  out  the  feeling  of  the  Executive,  repre- 
senting in  the  fullest  sense  the  wish  of  the 
people  of  the  province. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  hei;would  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  not  for  the 
third,  unless  it  underwent  certain  alterations. 
He  thought  it  would  not  become  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  pass  a  measure  of  this 
sort  without  having  some  distinct  expression 
upon  the  subject  from  their  constituents.  He 
was  quite  certain  that  his  constituents  had 
not  considered  the  subject  and  expressed  theiz 
minds  upon  it  in  a  way  that  would  justify  him 
in  making  the  measure  coinpulsory ;  but  h^ 
would  be  prepared  to  support  a  permissive  one 
like  that  of  last  session. 

Mr.  CABGILL  would  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Before  such  an  important 
change  was  mode  very  strong  grounds  should 
be  shown;  and  he  thought  they  might  veiT' 
well  found  their  judgment  on  their  past  expen- 
enoe,  vrithout  going  to  other  countries  for 
illustration.  In  favour  of  this  change  it  might 
perhaps  bo'  said  that  greater  powers  might  be 
delegated  to  nominated  Superintendents  than 
could  be  given  to  elected  ones  ;  but  he  did  not 
himself  see  how  it  would  be  safe  to  place  more 
extensive  delegated  powers  in  the  hands  of 
nominated  Superintendents  that  they  had  seen  . 
committed  to  Superintendents  already.  No 
doubt  the  position  of  Superintendents  was  very 
anomalous,  particularly  where  Besponsible 
Government  had  been  adopted  to  the  full 
extent.  They  were  in  a  position  not  contem- 
plated in  the  Constitution  Act.  The  very  best 
proof  that  the  election  of  Superintendents  by 
the  provinces  had  worked  well  was  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  Superintendents  had  generally 
showed  every  readiness  to  accommodate  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  their  position  and  the 
wishes  of  the  people  who  elected  them  by  join- 
ing in  the  estaolisbment  of  Besponsible  (k>vein- 
ment  in  the  different  provinces;  and,  in  the 
province  where  he  (Mr.  Cargill)  lived,  the 
ei^riment  had  been  most  satisfactory.  It 
might  be  said  that  with  Besponsible  Govern- 
ment a  Snperintendent  had  very  Uttle  in- 
fluence, and  it  was  not  necessary  that  a 
gentleman  should  be  chosen  for  that  office 
who  had  very  great  or  direct  interest  in  the 
province  in  which  he  was  placed  ;  but  they  all 
knew  that,  in  practice,  it  did  make  a  very  great 
deal  of  difference  whether  they  had  a  gentle- 
man deeply  interested  in  the  province  or  one 
who  was  perfectly  indifferent  to  it.  They  knew 
that  the  affairs  of  the  province  would  be  much 
better  administered  by  the  former.  Then,  as 
to  the  class  of  persons,  he  thought  they  were 
likely  to  get  better  men  by  the  present  system 


Digitized  by 


Google 


866 


Nominated 


[HOUSE.]      Superintendents  BiU.     [Nov.  13 


of  election  than  if  appointed  by  the  Oovemqi 
of  the  day.  It  would  oe  a  very  valuable  piece 
of  patronage,  no  doubt,  and  these  appointments 
would  be  much  sought  after,  particularly  by 
those  persons  it  was  least  desirable  to  have. 
For  these  reasons  he  should  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which  he  conceived, 
with  others  who  had  spoken,  would  be  received 
by  the  great  mass  of  the  constituencies  as  an 
invasion  of  their  rights. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  did  not  like  this  BiU  at  aU 
in  its  present  shape.  He  much  preferred  the 
permissive  Bill  brought  in  last  session,  and 
could  not  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  this  if 
it  remained  as  it  was ;  but  he  would  support 
the  second  reading,  because  he  could  not  shut 
bis  eyes  to  the  fact  that  great  dissatisfaction 
existed  throughout  the  colony  with  regard  to 
the  present  mode  of  appointing  Superinten- 
dents. But  this  BiU  was  compulsory ;  it  con- 
tained no  provision  that  the  Superintendent 
.  should  have  any  stake  or  interest  in  the  pro- 
vince over  which  he  was  to  rule,  and,  not  being 
onder  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day, 
be  might  set  at  defiance  the  whole  of  the 
public  opinion  of  his  province.  With  legaid  to 
some  remarks  made  oy  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Qoldfields  [Mr.  Brodie),  he  would 
mention  that  the  provinces  were  in  different 
positions  in  the  matter  of  Executive  Gk>vem- 
ment.  In  Taranald  there  was  no  Executive 
Council ;  in  Canterbury  and  Otago  Responsible 
Government  was  practically  established ;  but  in 
the  other  provinces  the  Superintendent  was  not 
obliged  always  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  his 
Executive  Council.  One  danger  mentioned  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  it  was  particularly  de- 
sirable to  guard  against,  and  he  (Mr.  StaiSord) 
would  desire  to  see  a  clause  absolutely  providing 
■  that  no  person  should  be  appointed  Superinten- 
dent who  was  a  member  of  this  House  or  hod 
been  so  within  the  three  years  previous.  Kay, 
more,  he  would  like  to  see  the  Disqualification 
.  Act  at  once  extended  so  as  to  prevent  Superin- 
tendents or  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands  hold- 
ing seats  in  this  House,  that  every  member  of  it 
might  be  free  from  suspicion.  He  considered  the 
principle  that  the  people  of  this  colony  should 
nave  the  power  of  saying,  if  they  thought  fit, 
that  some  other  mode  of  appointment  would 
be  preferable  to  the  existing  one — a  fair  sind 
right  one;  and  he  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  would  oppose  its  pass- 
ing if  it  came  out  of  Committee  m  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  O'KEHiL  said  the  manner  of  electing 
Superintendents  in  the  Province  of  Auckland 
bad  been  so  distasteful  to  better-disposed  per- 
sons that  they  wished  to  see  it  done  other- 
wise ;  and  the  Provincial  Council  had,-  in  its 
last  session,  passed  resolutions  in  ^vour  of  a 
ohange,  but  the  majority  of  members  were  in 
favour,  not  of  nomination,  but  of  election  by 
the  Council  itself,  though  without  a  seat  in  it. 
If  the  other  provinces  would  take  up  the 
subject  and  express  their  opinion,  the  House 
would  be  more  in  a  position  to  give  its  deci- 
sion. 
Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  voted  last  yew  for 
Mr.  Cargill 


a  Nominated  Superintendents  Bill  which  was 
permissive  only,  and  x>erfectly  ioopeiatiie 
without  certain  permissions  b^ng  givan.  Now, 
the  present  imperative  Bill  would  take  all  tfas 
constituencies  by  surprise ;  and  he  wonld  not  be 
a  party  to  taking  away  any  of  the  powers  d 
the  people  in  this  matter,  for  by  this  Bill  the 
persons  most  interested  were  to  have  no  power 
whatever.  In  fact,  the  Bill  contained  none  <t 
the  safeguards  he  would  like  to  see  in  it,  aad, 
as  he  was  well  aware  that  the  alteratkau 
required  to  make  the  Bill  tolerable  would  not 
be  permitted,  he  should  therefore  vote  wpist 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PATERSON  had  heard  no  argnment  m 
support  of  this  measure  that  could  lead  him  to 
regard  it  in  a  favourable  light.  The  abnset 
which  occasionally  occurred  at  a  contested 
elebtion  were  no  reason  for  depriving  the  people 
of  such  a  valuable  right  as  that  of  elecdng 
their  Superintendent.  The  electors  of  the 
colony  did  regard  this  as  a  great  privilege,  aad 
if  this  Bill  were  passed  would  raise  a  hne-and- 
cry  throughout  the  country  that  woidd  not 
easily  be  put  down.  They  should  at  least  have 
been  consnlted  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CARTER  thought  honourable  membos 
must  see  that  the  merits  of  the  present  system 
were  greater  than  the  defects,  for  much  of  the 
prosperity  which  the  colony  now  enjoyed  wa« 
due  to  the  energetic  conduct  of  some  Supena- 
tendents.  The  majority  of  the  electors,  he  wu 
certain,  would  be  against  this  measure ;  u^ 
if  the  honourable  member  had  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  introduce  such  'a  measure  likt 
table  would  have  been  covered  with  petitioBt 
against  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  only  fsir 
that  the  question  should  be  postxxined  until  next 
session,  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  the  homoar- 
able  member  should  make  it  known  that  he  wti 
going  to  introduce  such  a  Bill,  in  order  Uiat  the 
people  might  say  whether  they  approved  of  it 
or  not.  He  hoped  the  House  would  throw  tts 
Bill  out. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  thought  it  would  hardly  be  n^ 
to  make  an  important  constitutional  innoTaticn 
like  this  without  making  it  comprehensive  sad 
general.  He  had  long  made  up  his  mind  th*> 
such  a  measure  was  necessary  for  the  good 
government  of  the  colony.  The  hamtoDioci 
working  of  provincial  institutions  would  be 
promoted,  and  the  Superintendent  could  be  the 
General  Qovemment's  agent  and  representsliw 
in  a  variety  of  affairs  where  the  absence  of  nek 
an  agent  and  representative  was  now  senoBbj 
felt.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  canntiy 
had  already  had  sufficient  notice  by  the  in- 
troduction and  discussion  of  the  BiU  iit 
session,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  there  hid 
been  in  the  interim  any  ezpressioa  of  opiaica 
in  a  constitutional  form,  except  that  of  tke 
Provincial  Council  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  BENALL  opposed  the  Bill  em.  thegjonnd 
that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  wishes  of  tbt 
electors,  and  would  only  give  more  power  to 
Superintendents,  who  olr^dy  had  too  much. 
He  believed,  however,  that  the  honoorabla  the 
mover's  real  object  was  to  intzodnoe  the  sjrSr 
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iem  of  Besx>oiisible  Government  into^ProTincial 
ConncilB,  for  that  must  nltimately  be  the  eSeot 
of  it.  In  his  (Mr.  Renall's)  opinion  the  remedy 
would  be  found  worse  than  the  disease. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  would  vote  against  the  Bill, 
not  that  he  did  not  believe  some  change  was 
necessary,  but  because  he  believed  this  was 
not  the  right  way  to  make  it.  On  a,  former 
occasion  he  had  voted  for  a  similar  Bin  in 
order  to  ventilate  the  question;  but  he  was 
convinced  that  this  BiU  would  not  come  out  of 
Committee  in  such  a  way  as  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  W.  TAYLOB  said  that  noalterations 
could  make  him  vote  for  the  second  reading. 
As  for  a  permissive  clause,  if  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  sound  it  ought  to  be  made  law  at 
once,  and,  if  not,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD,  in  the  course  of  his 
reply^  remarked  that  the  Auckland  public 
having  selected  the  honourable  member  for 
Franklin  as  their  Superintendent  showed  that 
they  did  not  much  disapprove  of  his  oonduot 
last  session  in  supporting  this  Bill,  and  argued 
that  people  elected  members  of  deliberative 
assemblies  to  represent  their  views  but  could 
not  possibly  judge  of  the  capabilities  of 
any  one  for  administering  executive  func- 
tions. It  was  the  electoral  system  of  America, 
he  asserted,  that  hod  brought  her  into  her 
present  state  ;  but  the  principal  reason  he 
ha.d  brought  the  measure  forward  was  because 
he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  power  of  the 
Colonial  Government  was  getting  more  and 
more  centralized,  and  that  this  was  the  only 
step  that  could  save' the  provincial  institutions. 

The  House  divided. 
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Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  ne 

gatived. 

. 

Bill  thrown  out. 

RESEBVED  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that  thefollowine 
Bills,  passed  in  the  last  Bession,  and  reserved 
for  the  signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure 
thereon,  hod  been  assented  to  by  Her  Majesty  : 
••  The  Native  Lands  Act,  1862 ;"  "  The  Civil  List 
Act,  1862 ;"  "  The  Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1), 
1832 ; "  "  The  Auckland  Waste  liands  Act 
Amendment  Act,  1862." 


AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  and  in  doing  so  briefly  explained  its 
objects.  He  said  there  were  no  organic  changes 
proposed  in  the  worlung  of  the,  regulations. 
The  2nd  clause  was  framed  for  tlie  purpose  of 
keeping  faith  with  certain  i>ersons  who  held 
land-orders,  It  would  be  remembered  that  in 
the  first  Act  passed  at  Wellington  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  term  within  which  Crown  grants 
could  be  obtained  should  be  reduced  from  five 
years  to  three  years  ;  and  this  clause,  as  he  had 
said,  was  to  keep  faith  with  those  who  held 
land-orders.  It  was  found  in  the  working  of 
the  present  land  regulations  that  many  persons 
supposed  that  if  they  presented  their  land- 
orders  within  twelve  months  after  their  arrival 
they  would  be  in  sufficient  time.  This  clause 
made  it  necessary  that  the  orders  should  be 
presented  within  two  years  after  being  issued, 
and  six  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  holderd 
in  the  colony.  The  4th  clause  was  to  do  away 
with  the  present  naval  and  military  regula- 
tions, and  placed  those  persons  on  the  same 
footing  as  if  they  had  obtained  the  orders  in 
England.  It  was  found'that  in  the  working  of 
the  naval  and  military  settlers  clauses  many 
persons  who  had  availed  themselves  of  grants 
of  four  hundred  acres  had,  after  a  few  months' 
residence,  disposed  of  them,  and,  instead  of 
becoming  settlers,  had  f(one  away.  It  was  with 
the  view  of  putting  those  persons  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  settlers  that  this'  clause  was 
introduced.  The  Sth  clause  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  Board  of  Investigation,  to 
inquire  into  the  right  of  those  who  had  tried  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  Waste  Lands  Regula- 
tions. The  Board  was  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers, one  of  whom  was  to  be  a  Waste  Lands 
CoDunissioner.  This  was  with  the  view  of 
meeting  little  petty  grievances. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  Home  Oovenunent  that  every 
mducement  should  be  held  out  to  naval  and 
military  bfficers  to  settle  in  the  country,  and 
he  therefore  objected  to  that  part  of  the  Bill 
which  referred  to  the  subject.  There  were 
certain  defects  in  these  regulations,  and,  as  this 
Bill  went  a  certain  length  to  cure  them,  he 
would  not  oppose  the  second  reading,  hoping 
that  the  Select  Committee  would  majce  such 
alterations  in  it  as  might  be  required. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  supported  the  second  reading, 
but  thougbt  it  right  that  the  House  should 
Icnow  that,  although  the  basis  of  the  regula- 
tions was  agreed  to  by  the  Provincial  Council, 
the  Bill  was  only  passed  by  a  small  majority. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gillies, 
Mr.  O'Neill,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond,  Mr.  O'Borke, 
Captain  Butler,  Mr.  John  Williamson,  Mr. 
Ormond,  and  Mr.  R.  Graham. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  1). 

Mr.  CABGILL  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1), 
and  briefly  explained  its  object.    He-sstid  it. 
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provided  for  getting  rid  of  close  anotions;  it 
gave  greater  enect  to  the  conditions  on  which 
lands  hod  hitherto  been<8old;  it  provided  for 
a  system  of  leasing  lands  vnQx  a  right  of  pvir- 
chase,  the  opening  of  land  for  safe  in  pro- 
claimed goldnelds,  besides  other  provisions.  He 
intimated  his  intention  of  moving  that  the  Bill 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  OTT1T1IE8  said,  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
vision for  leasing  land,  it  was  nothing  less  than 
selling  land  upon  credit ;  and  the  'Committee 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  setting  its  face 
against  that.  [The  honourable  member  ro- 
ferred  to  various  defects  in  the  regulations.] 

Mr.  CAKGILL  explained  that  the  promoters 
of  this  Bill  were  in  communication  with  the 
Attorney-General  with  a  view  to  having  those 
defects  remedied. 

Mr.  GILLIES  objected  to  the  Bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  dealt  piecemeal  with  the  subject, 
instead  of  consolidatmg  tl^e  old  Act  with  the 
amending  Act.  He  thought  there  was  room  for 
•improvement  with  respect  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  and  believed  that  one  responsible  in- 
dividual would  be  better  thsin  an  irresponsible 
Board.  Viby,  these  Boards  had  the  power  to 
interpret  their  own  laws ;  and  their  decisions 
were  final,  there  being  no  appeal.  He  sup- 
ported the  second  rea£ng,  hopmg  that  the  Bui 
would  come  before  the  Hpuse  in  a  more  suit- 
able form  than  it  did  now. 

Major  RICHARDSON  said  the  fact  of  the 
Bill  having  passed  the  Provincial  Council  of 
Otago  should  have  beAi  a  guarantee  for  its 
reference  at  once  to  the  Committee.  Under 
the  present  regulations  of  Otago  there  was 
aniversal  prosperity,  and  the  only  difficulty  was 
that  there  was  no  penal  clause  in  the  Act  by 
which  a  penalty  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  the 
conditions  could  be  enforced.  That  had  been 
the  only  difficulty,  and  had  it  not  been  for  that 
he  did  not  think  this  Bill  would  have  been 
brought  before  the  House.  [The  honourable 
member  then  combated  the  objections  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  positively  denying  their 
validity,  and  saying  that  the  Waste  Land  Regu- 
lations of  Otago  was  the  best  institution  they 
ha4.]  He  hoped  the  House  would  give  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  that  hearing  which  they  were 
entitled  to.  All  that  they  asked  was  that  the 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  and 
that  what  was  good  should  be  retained,  and  what 
was  bad  should  be  rejected.  The  Otago  Waste 
Ijand  Regulations  were  the  poor  man's  regula- 
tions ;  and  if  this  was  the  last  hour  of  his 
political  existence  he  would  maintain  that 
these  regulations  deserved  not  only  the  ad- 
miration of  members  of  that  House,  but  that  of 
the  residents  of  the  neighbouring  colonies. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  that  on  looking  the  BUI 
through  he  found  only  two  or  three  sentences 
that  were  worthy  of  consideration :  one,  that  the 
Acts  and  ordinances  of  the  province  ought  to  be 
amended ;  another,  that  the  sales  should  be  open 
to  all  bidders — that,  he  believed,  was  a  great 
improvement.  The  whole  Bill  might  be  divided 
into  two  parts  :  the  first  part,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  rent,  was  of  very  little  use ;  the 
aecond  part  referred  to  the  cultivation,  &C.,  of 
Mr.Cargitt 


those  lands,  and  this  part  was  totally  opposed 
to  all  principles  of  politioal  economy.  No  one 
could,  surely,'be  a  better  judge  of  the  proper 
time  to  cultivate  land  than  ita  owner.  Then, 
the  mode  of  carrying  it  out  was  most  objection- 
able. A  Crown  grant  liable  to  be  revoked  <m 
non-payment  of  certain  fees  was  no  grant  tt 
all.  That  rule  of  a  man  having  to  pay  rent  for 
land  until  he  could  afford  to  go  on  to  it  asd 
cultivate  it  would  bear  very  hard  on  shepherds 
and  msmy  others.  These  provisions,  therefom, 
he  could  not  give  his  support  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  hoped  that  in  allowing  tin 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  all  that  they  did  allow 
would  be  that  the  Ota^  land  regulations  wanted 
amending,  and  might  go  to  a  Select  Goanmittee 
for  that  purpose. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  StaSotd, 
Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  FitzGerald, 
Mr.  Mantell,  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond,  Major 
Richardson,  Mr.  Gillies,  and  Mr.  Caigill. 

RELIGIOUS,  CHARITABLE,  AND  EDUCA- 
TIONAL TRUSTS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  Religious,  Charitable,  and  Educati(Kui 
Trusts  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ment, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  oa 
the  next  sitting-diay. 

OTAGO  AND  SOUTHLAND  EEPBESENTA- 
TION  BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  re- 
suming the  debato  on  the  motion  forthesecodd 
reading  of  the  Otago  and  Southland  Repreaenta^ 
tion  Bill,  and  Mr.  Fox's  amendment  thereto, 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  their  duty  to  jield 
to  the  expressed  view  of  the  House  upon,  the 
subject — a  view  which  was,  in  fact,  in  accord- 
ance with  their  own — if  the  House  was  willing 
to  undertake  tihe  task  this  session  sad  give 
the  requisite  time  to  it. 

Mr.  WOOD  then  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject  of  the  readjustment  of 
the  representation  of  this  colony,  and  to  repot 
thereon :  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Dulon 
Bell,  Major  Richardson,  Mr.'  Jollie,  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Mr.  At- 
kinson, Mr.  John  Williamson,  Mr.  Gillies,  and 
the  mover. 

Mr.  FOX  withdrew  the  amendment  he  had 
moved  on  the  previous  day. 

Major  RICHARDSON,  in  the  name  of  ^ 
Otago  members,  thanked  the  Ministry  for  tlw 
consideration  they  had  given  to  the  questioo. 
and  promised  that  they  would  not  throw  any 
obstacles  in  the  way,  but  give  their  twj-opeia- 
tion  to  making  a  fair  and  equitable  repxeeota- 
tion. 

Original  motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Wood's  amendment  agr«ed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  niae 
o'clock  p.m. 
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liEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.. 

Monday,  16th  November',  1863. 

Bedgn&tion— BUI  Intarodoced— Knqnixy  Into  WiMks 
IWl— lliiid  Beadiogs— New  Zealand  Settismenti 
Bill— Anna  Act  Continuance  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfzaseb  took  the  chaii  at  two 
o'clock. 

FBilYBBS. 

EESIGNATION. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB  infonned  the 
CotrnoQ  that  he  had  leceived  a  oommunica- 
tion  from  the  Goyemment  to  the  effect  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wither  had  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Council.  , 

BILL  INTBODUCED. 
Cosimenoement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Bepeal-Bill. 

ENQUIBY  INTO  WBECKS  BILL. 
The  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill  was  recom- 
mitted, farther  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  Cooncil  with  amendment,  lead  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

THIED  READINGS. 
Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking  Bill,  Sup- 
pression of  Bebellion  Bill. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB,  in  moving  the 
teocind  reading  of  the  New  Zealand  Settlements 
Bill,  referred  to  the  Suppression  of  Bebel- 
lion Bill,  which  had  just  been  passed,  and 
remarked  that,  however  successful  we  might 
be  in  marching  armies  through  the  country, 
however  successful  we  might  be  when  wq 
met  our  foes,  unless  we  took  some  further 
steps  there  would,  on  our  retirement,  be  another 
outbreak  such  as  had  now  taken  place.  So 
long  as  we  acted  on  the  principle  that  the  Na- 
tives, after  these  insurrections,  should  keep  all 
(heir  plunder  and  land,  no  good  would  ever 
come  of  it ;  and  'the  Government,  after  anxious 
consideration,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
to  prevent  affairs  of  the  kind  in  future,  such  a 
Bill  as  this  was  necessary.  They  asked  the 
Council  to  deal  with  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Natives  in  such  manner  as  would  be  neces- 
sary to  place  on  them  suoh  a  population  as 
would  be  able  to  take  oare  of  itself  and  guard 
tor  the  future  against  ontbrealcB.  The  BiU  oon- 
tsined  two  principles :  the  first  was  involved  in 
the  4th  clause,  by  which  the  Ck>vemment  would 
exercise  power  to  take  laAd  for  public  purposes 
-74  power  as  to  which  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion, and  which  it  could  not  be  disputed  might 
jostly  and  properly  be  exercised  in  oases  of 
State  necessity.  His  own  views  on  the  subject 
were  clearly  put  forth  in  a  work  called  "  The 
New  Zealand  Question,"  published  by  the 
AboiigineB  Protection'  Society  for  -the  purpose 
of  setting  forth  the  claim  of  the  Natives 
m  the  strongest  light..  [Extraot  quoted; 
''^ing  an  opinion  given  by  Dt.  Phulimore 
«Bd  Mr.  Woolmer  on  the  gabject  of  ihe  Na- 


tives' proprietary  right  to  land].  Aoootding 
to  this,  it  would  be  observed,  lands  belonging  to 
Natives  might  be  taken,  as  well  as  others,  for 
public  ^orks ;  and  by  the  Act  it  was  proposed 
to  take  all  lands  situated  in  districts  proclaimed 
to  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  to  grant  com- 
pensation to  the  owners.  Then,  the  second 
principle  was  this :  that  those  parties  who  had 
Been  engaged  in  rebellion  should  not  be  entitled 
to  compensation.  This  he  thought  was  like- 
wise clear.  If  the  Natives  were  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty — as  he  maintained  they  were — and  sub- 
jects in  rebellion,  a  passage  from  Blebckstone'e 
Commentaries,  which  he  would  read,  completely 
disposed  of  the  question.  [Extract  read.] 
Those  who  held  that  the  Natives  were  not  snh- 
jects  he  referred  to  Vattel's  "  Law  of  Nations," 
where  it  was  laid  down  that  when  one  side  of  a 
treaty  was  violated  the  oUier  party  was  dis- 
charged from  all  obligation;  and  the  Natives 
had  most  certainly  viouited  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tuigi.  He  thought,  then,  that  these  two  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Bill  were  incontror 
vertible,  and,  without  further  observation,  he 
moved,  That  the  New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  believed  that  the 
Bill  before  the  Council  formed  part  of  the 
Ministerial  scheme  of  policy  for  putting  an  end 
to  the  present  disturbances,  and  for  the  perma- 
nent pacification  of  the  country.  He  would 
not  now  enter  into  the  origin  or  history  of  the 
outbreak,  but  would  content  himself  with  deal- 
ing with  the  fact  as  he  found  it — that,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  we  'were  engaged  in  a  trial  of 
strength  with  a  portion  of  the  Native  race ;  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  it  was 
not  only  neoessaiy  for  ourselves,  but  absolutely 
essential  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  Natives 
themselves,  that  we  should'  teach  them  unmis- 
takably that  we  were  the  stronger,  in  express- 
ing his  earnest  hope  thafr  this  should  be  so 
completely  and  conclusively  shown  that  we 
might  never  again  be  cursed  with  another  Maori 
war,  and  in  promising  his  cordial  support  to 
siny  measure  that  might  Seem  reasonably  cal- 
culated to  promote  so  desirable  an  object.  The 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  had  endeavoured  to 
Tn«LiTit.ii.;Ti  the  principle  of  the  BiU  on  the  au- 
thority he  had  just  cited  to  the  Council ;  but 
he  (Mr.  Swainson)  would  explain  the  ^unds 
on  which  he  had  arrived. at  an  opposite  oon- 
olosion.  On  undertaking  the  colonization  of 
the  country,  some  twen^-flve  ^ears  ago,  the 
British  Government  j^aced  itself  in  loco  parentis 
to  the  Native  race,  in  doing  so  they  had  made 
themselves  responsible  for  their  civilization 
and  good  government.  If,  then,  the  British 
Government  could  only  or  could  best  govern 
and  control  them  and  save  them  from  them- 
selves by  planting  military  settlements  in  com- 
manding positions  on  Native  lands,  he  believed 


not  only  that  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
British  Goyemment,  in  the  absence  of  any  treaty 
obligations  to  the  contrary,  but  that  it  would 
be  weir  duty,  to  occupy  such  positions  br  mili- 
tary posts.  And  if  the  BiU  before  the  dounoil 
had  authorized  the  Oovenunent  to  establisk 
militKy  gettlementa  in  the  distuibed  distiiotft 
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of  Waikato  and  Taronaki  on  the  land  of  NatiTes 
proTed  before  a  competent  tribunal  to  be  in  re- 
bellion against,  and  to  repudiate  the  sovereignty 
of,  the  Queen,  he  should  have  been  prepared  to 
give  it  his  support.  But  it  contained  two  fatal 
objections — it  authorized  the  Oovemment  to 
take  the  land  of  Her  Majesty's  Native  subjects 
who  were  not  in  rebellion,  but  who  were  living 
quietly  and  in  peace,  and  to  sell  the  surplus 
not  required  for  the  sites  of  the  proposed  mili- 
tary settlements.  Such  being  the  scope  and 
object  of  the  Bill,  he  contended  that  even  the 
Grown  itself  could  not  agree  to  it  without  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith ;  that  the  General 
Assembly  had  no  power  to  pass  it ;  and  that, 
if  passed,  it  should  at  all  events  contain  a 
clause  reserving  it  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Orown.  By  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi, — 

"  The  Queen  of  England  confirms  and  gua- 
rantees to  the  chiefs  and  tribes  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  to  the  respective  families  and  indivi- 
duals thereof,  the  full,  exclusive,  and  undis- 
turbed possession  of  their  lands  and  estates, 
forests,  fisheries,  and  other  properties  which 
they  may  collectively  or  individually  possess,  so 
long  as  it  is  their  wish  and  desire  to  retain  the 
same  in  their  possession." 

And  he  maintained  that  the  Crown  itself,  in 
the  face  of  this  treaty,  could  not,  consistently 
with  honour  and  good  faith,  seize  the  land  of 
peaceable  Maori  subjects  without  their  con- 
tent. But,  however  that  might  be,  the  General 
Assembly  had  no  legal  power  to  pass  the  Bill — 
in  the  first  place,  because  they  had  no  power 
to  set  aside  a  treaty  which  had  been  entered 
into  by  the  Crown,  and  because  no  power  was 
given  to  tliem  by  the  Constitution  Act  to  dis- 
pose of  Native  lands.  In  the  words  of  the 
lot,— 

"  The  General  Assembly  may  make  laws  for 
regulating  the  sale,  letting,  disposal,  and  ocou- 

Sktion  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Orown  in  New 
ealand;  and  all  lands  wherein  the  title  of 
Natives  shall  be  extinguished -as  thereinafter 
mentioned,  Ac.,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  waste  lands  of  the  Orown  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act." 

It  was  fairly  to  be  inferred,  therefore,  that  it 
was  not  intended  by  the  Constitution  Act  that 
the  Assembly  should  have  power  to  make  laws 
for  seizing,  occupying,  and  disposing  of  lands 
guaranteed  to  the  Natives,  under  treaty,  by  the 
Grown ;  but  if  they  still  proceeded  to  pass  the 
Bill  it  ought  to  contain  a  j^oviso  delaying  its 
operation  until  the  law  received  the  confinna- 
tion  of  the  Orown ;  for  it  was  an  express  instruc- 
tion issued  to  the  Governor  by  the  Crown  under 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution  Act  that, 
except  in  cases  of  great  emergency,  he  shotild 
reserve  for  the  signification  of  the  Queen's  plea- 
sure "  any  Bill  the  provisions  of  which  shall 
appear  inconsistent  with  obligations  imposed 
npon  us  by  treaty."  And  it  was  impossible  for 
any  one  to  deny  that  the  Bill  to  enable  the 
Governor  to  establish  settlei&ents  for  coloniza- 
tion  in  the  Northern  Island  of  New  Zealand 
■was  inconsistent  with  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi. 
Such  were  some  of  the  legal  and  eonstitutional 
Son.  Itr.  Sipaitutfii     ' 


objections  he  had  to  nige  against  tiie  BilL  Ob 
the  question  of  its  policy  he  would  say  but  littk. 
The  Bill  must  be  read  by  the  light  of  other 
measure's  and  bv  the  light  of  the  Ministeziel 
statements  by  which  they  hadbeem  nTpUurtwti 
The^  had  been  told  that  hy  meaiu  of  time 
millions  sterling  past  and  future  military  ex- 
penditure might  be  met,  thousands  of  settlsES 
might  be  located  in  the  districts,  lighthouse* 
might  be  erected,  telegraphic  communieatiam 
niight  be  established,  and  all  debts  and  liabili- 
ties to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  might  be 
paid  ofi  and  discharged.  They  had  been  told, 
on  official  authority,  that  the  Ministerial  ey» 
had  been  oast  over  the  map  of  the  Nottbem 
Island;  that  in  the  districts  of  the  Waikato, 
the  Thames,  Taranaki,  and  Wanganui  several 
nWllions  of  acres  of  Native  land  were  to  be 
found ;  that,  after  locating  some  twenty  thou- 
sand settlers  upon  them,  a  million  and  a  half 
of  acres  would  remain  ;  and  that,  in  course  of 
time,  this  land,  at  the  rate  of  £2  an  acre,  would 
realize  the  sum  of  three  millions  sterling.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  Minirtmal 
scheme  of  Native  policy  needed  these  three 
Bills  for  its  completion :  the  BiU  for  raising  a 
loan  of  three  millions ;  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Council,  to  authorize  the  Oovenunent  to  seize, 
occupy,  and  sell  the  land;  and  the  coatatm 
Bill,  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  and  to 
establish  martial  law.  On  the  policy  of  the 
Ministerial  schbme  he  could  not  better  express 
his  opinion  than  in  the  language  made  use  cf 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  abnost  his  latest 
despatch : — 

"  With  a  large  proportion  of  the  Native  'popa- 
lation  either  already  in  arms  or  prepared  to 
take  them  up  in  defence  of  their  snppoKad 
rights,  Emd  most  especially  of  ri^ts  to  land, 
policy,  not  less  than  justice,  requires  that  the 
course  of  the  Government  ^ould  be  regulated 
with  a  view  to  the  expectations  which  the 
Maoris  have  been  allowed  to  base  on  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi,  and  the  apprehensions  which  they 
have  been  led  to  entertain  respecting  the  obserr- 
anoe  of  that  treaty.  I  cannot  doubt,"  adds 
the  Duke,  "  that  the  proposed  approptiatiaD  <d 
land,  if  effected  against  the  will  of  the  owner, 
and  justified  on  principles  which,  whethec 
technically  correct  or  not,  are  alike  contraty  to 
the  principles  of  English  or  Native  law,  would 
be  considered  as  a  violation  of  Native  ri^ts, 
would  be  resisted  on  the  spot,  amd  would  pro- 
voke throughout  the  Islands  warm  rasentzneot 
and  generad  distrust  of  British  good  faith." 

With  regard  to  the  statements  contained  in 
tiie  preamble  of  the  Bill,  he  (Mr.  Swainso:^ 
would  content  himself  wiiii  this  observation — 
and  it  was  certainly  a  most  painfol  and  humi- 
liating observation  to  have  to  make :  that,  aiUt 
the  many  conflicting  sind  contradictory  state- 
ments wnioh  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  yean 
had  been  placed  before  the  public  in  the  mort 
formal  omcial  documents,  and  on  the  highest 
official  authority,  we  could  arrive  at  no  other 
conclusion  than  that  the  most  authoritativ» 
statements  must  be  received  with  caution, -airf 
that  they  could  only  be  acted  up«n  safely  attar 
satisfactory  proof.    When  the  time  shooll 
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«oiine  that  the  Wailcato  evils  were  thorouehly  ' 
inquired  into  it  would  probably  be  {oond  that, 
while  some  of  the  Natives  were  in  actual  rebel- 
lion against  the  Queen's  sovereign  authority, 
otiiers  had  taken  np  arms,  not  in  rebellion 
•gainst  the  Crown,  but  in  defence  of  supposed 
lights,  or  to  avenge  some  real  or  imaginary  in- 
jniy  they  may  have  suffered  at  our  hands.   But, 
vrbataver  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  might  be, 
lie  wonld  seripnsly  entreat  them  to  carry  it  into 
operation  with  due  discrimination.     lastead 
d  falling  into  the  errors  of  their  predecessors, 
«nd  ac&g  before  inquiring,  he  trusted  they 
would  first  inquire  and  then  act,  and  so  oare- 
foUy  that  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  some 
fntore  Oovemment,  some  two  or  three  yesuB 
hence,  to  proclaim  to  the  world  that  we  had 
made  a  mistake — that  we  had  punished  the 
onofiending  and  taken  possession  of  the  wrong 
land,  and  that  circumstances  had  transpired 
which  rendered  it  expedient  that  it  should  be 
restored  to  its  aboriginal  native  owners.  What- 
ever the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Ministerial 
policy  might  be,  it  would  be  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  the  exercise  of  the  highest  states- 
muiship  was  needed  to  rescue  the  colony  from 
its  present  difficulties.     It  would  require  small 
statesmanship  to  take  military  possession  of 
tide  land;  it  would  require  small  statesman- 
ship to  fill  the  country  with  armed  men:  the 
really  groat  work  they  had  to  do  was  to  regain 
the  lost  confidence  of  a  whole  jace,  and  to  win 
from  them  a  willing  submission  to  our  rule ; 
•nd  be  believed  that  the  highest  triumph  of 
New  Zealand  statesmanship  would  be  achieved 
when  the  Government,  whoever  they  might  be, 
oonld  safely  act  upon  and  frankly  accept  the 
wise  maxim  of  a  late  lamented  English  states- 
man, "  That  a  policy  which  required  the  con- 
tinual presence  of  a  large  force  cariies  its  con- 
demnation in  its  face."     Not  that  he  (Mr. 
Swainson)  underrated  the  value  of   physiotd 
force.     Without  power  government  was-  im- 
possible, and  there  could  not  even  be  justice 
without  power.     He  believed  that  from  the 
outset  of  our  colonizing  operations  in  New  Zea- 
land the  British  Oovemment  had  mistakenly 
failed  to  impress  the  Natives  with  an  adequate 
notion  of  our  overwhelming  power,  and  that 
we  bad  thereby  unintentionally  hurried  them 
on  almost  to  their  destruction ;  and  he  feared' 
that,  after  impressing  them   with  a  delusive 
notion  of  our  real  power,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
persuade  them  that  the  conceit  of  their  own 
strength  would  certainly  destroy  them,  that 
law  was  their  only  safeguard,  and  that  it  was 
<nily  as  lo>:\l  subjects  of  the  Queen  that  they 
'  ooold  count  on  continuing  in  tiie  midisturbed 
possession  of  their  lands.    If  he  could  make 
himself  heard  by  the  whole  Native  race  he 
would  earnestly  warn  them,  if.  they  would  re- 
miun  an  nnconquered  people,  and  continue  to 
be  xeoognized  as  the-rigntfnl  owners  of  the  soil, 
that,  instead  of  trusting  to  their  o^  mistaken 
strength  to  maintain  them  in  possession  of 
their  lands,  and  instead  of  rising  in  rebellion 
against  our  authority  ia  the  vain  hope  at  main- 
taining a  separate   nationality,    they  should 
hold  fast  to  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  and  to  thq 


rights  and  privileges  guaranteed  'to  them  as 
subjects  of  the  Crown. 

The  Hon.  Captain  SALMON  said  he  should 
vote  for  this  Bill  with  a  great  deal.of  pleasure. 
The  Oovemment  had  not  scrupled  at  tiding 
Europeans'  land,  and  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  scruple  at  taking  that  of  the  Natives. 
Hitherto  the  law  had  not  been  enforced ;  but 
Natives,  when  they  did  wrong,  had  beta  gently 
told,  "  My  dear  children,  ypu  have  done  wrong ; 
you  must  not  do  so."  That  was  the  way  re- 
bellion was  brought  into  the  country,  and  that 
was  the  way  they  would  have  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but,  lest  he 
should  be  supposed,  by  his  giving  a  silent 
vote,  to  approve  of  all  the  objects  of  it,  he 
would  trouble  the  Council  with  a  few  observa- 
tions^ It  had  long  been  seen  that  the  onljr 
practical  solution  of  the  Native  difficulty  wa$ 
to  be  found  in  the  judicious  settlement  of 
the  province  with  well-selected  immigrants ;  anS 
the  name  of  the  honourable  the  mover  was,  so 
long  as  seven  years  ago,  honourably  connected 
with  the  first  step  taken  to  carry  out  this  policy. 
In  this  Bill  he  saw — and  it  was  the  only  ele- 
ment that  recommended  it  to  his  approval — 
that  this  policy  was  intended  to  be  extensively 
carried  out — not  peacefully Jiow,  but  yet  in  suet  • 
manner  as  he  admitted  was  rendered  n^ecessary 
by  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  time's.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  necesspjy  for  the  publio 
safety  that  we  should  establish  military  settle- 
ments. The  public  necessity  had  created  a, 
right  to  take  land  for  the  purposes  of  publio  de- 
fence :  but  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  maintained  that  this 
right  should  be  strictly  limited  by  the  neces- 
sity which  had  created  it ;  that  not  an  acre  more 
than  was  required  for  the  settlements  should  be 
taken  forcibly  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  we 
should  not  attempt,  with  the  sort  of  power  which 
this  Act  would  confer,  to  confiscate  the  whole 
landpf  the  Native  people.  This  Bill  went  beyond 
the  necessity ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  Bill  for  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  Native  lands  of  the  province, 
that  object  being  veiled  by  a  specious  form  of 
words.  It  appeared  that,  lest  there  should  bo 
a  doubt  that  this  was  the  ultimate  end  and  ob- 
ject of  the  policy  meant  to  be  carried  out, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  another  place  had 
distinctly  enunciated  the  fact.  In  the  report 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech  on  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Loon  Bill  he  found 
the  following : — 

"  A  million  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land  will 
altogether  be  required.  If  we  take  the  total  area 
of  Isind  in  the  rebel  districts,  it  will  be  found  that 
it  amounts  to  eight  and  a  half  million  acres ; 
and  we  have  obtained  information,  from  persons 
well  acquainted  with  the  districts  and  the 
quality  of  the  land,  that  one-half  of  it  will  be. 
available  for  settlement ;  therefore  we  have  for 
settlement  four  million  and  a  quarter  acres.  If 
we  deduct  from  that  the  quantity  required  for 
the  location  of  European  settlers  and  Natives, 
there  will  be  a  balance  of  three  millions  for  sale, 
reserves,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  terri- 
tory of  those  loyal  Natives  who  may  not  be  i^ 
uioos  of  disposmg  of  theii  lands.    I  said  thete 
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'was  a  balance  of  three  million  aores  ;  and  sup- 
posing we  set  apart  half  a  million  acres  for  roads 
and  reserves,  and  one  million  for  land  that  may 
be  retained  by  the  loyal  Natives,  it  \7iU  still 
leave  a  million  sind  a  half  aores  for  sale.  Of 
course  it  would  not  be  desirable,  if  it  were  even 
possible,  to  dispose  of  this  land  at  once ;  but,  by 
bringing  it  into  the  market  judiciously,  it  ap- 
pears to  us  that  a  million  and  a  half  acres, 
economically  dealt  with  and  properly  sold, 
will  realize  at  the  very  least  £2  per  acre,  and 
£3,000,000  will  be  obtained  at  the  time  these 
arrangements  are  completed." 

The  obvious  meaning  of  which  was  that  it 
was  the  deliberate  policy  of  the  Government  to 
confiscate  all  the' lands  held  by  tribes  which 
were  actotJly  in  rebellion,  or  had  been  previ- 
ously in  rebellion,  to  give  the  owners  a  ^rtion 
of  them,  and,  after  making  other  provisions,  to 
reserve  a  large  balance  of  these  lands  t<t[  sale. 
This  was  the  part  of  the  scheme  to  which  he  had 
an  insurmountable  objection.  If  this,  indeed, 
were  the  Government  policy  he  (Dr.  Pollen) 
must  say  that  politically  it  was  immoral,  and 
as  a  financial  project  utterly  delusive  and  un- 
sound. Allusion  had  twice  already  been  made 
to-day  to  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  and  to  the 
rights  which  the  Natives  had  acquired  under  it : 
he  (Dr.  Pollen)  was  present  at  the  meeting  at 
Waitangi  on  the  6th  February,  1840,  when  the 
trealy  was  proposed,  and  he  was  an  attentive 
and  anxious  listener  to  all  that  passed.  He 
heard  Her  Majesty's  representative  arguing,  ex- 
plaining, and  promising  to  the  Natives ;  pledging 
the  faith  of  the  Queen  and  of  the  British  people 
to  the  due  observance  of  it ;  giving  upon  the 
honour  of  an  English  gentleman  the  broadest 
interpretation  of  the  words  in  which  the  treaty 
waa  couched :  and  he  could  assure  the  CouncU 
that,  definite  and  dear  as  the  terms  of  that 
treaty  appeared  to  us  now,  they  bore  about  the 
same  relation  to  the  picture  which  it  was 
made  to  present  to  the  eyes  of  the  Natives 
on  that  day  as  the  skeleton  did  to  the  liv- 
ing and  breathing  human  body.  The  ink  was 
scarcely  dry  on  the  treaty  before  the  suspi- 
cions, which  had  been  temporarily  allayed  by 
the 'promises  of  the  Governor,  were  awakened 
with  redoubled  force;  and  be  need  scarcely 
remind  the  C<ymcil  that  from  that  time  to 
this  every  action  of  ours  affecting  the  Natives 
had  presented  itself  to  their  eyes,  and  had 
been  capable  of  that  interpretation,  as  showing 
that  our  object  and  business  in  this  colony  was 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  lands  of  the  Natives 
recte  si  possimus;  si  non,  quocunque  modo.  Be- 
fore we  talked  of  the  duties  of  the  Natives  to  us 
in  this  colony,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  show  that 
8om$  of  the  duties  which  the  Crown  undertook 
to  dischaKe  to  the  Native  people  had  been  so 
discharged.  He  asked  any  one  to  point  out  in 
the  statutes  of  this  colony,  or  on  the  records  of 
Kative  administration,  any  of  those  measures 
which  might  fairly  be  said  to  have  fulfilled 
those  obligations  which  devolved  upon  the 
Orown  at  that  time.  It  was  true  we  had  had 
legislation,  but  it  had  been  nominal,  and  with- 
out beneficial  practical  result.  The  best  at- 
tempt was  made  in  1858,  when  his  honourable 
Bon,  Dr.  PoOen 


friend  the  mover  was  Attorney-General;  Iwt 
before  those  Acts  could  be  brought  into  opeok- 
tion  we  had,  in  pursuance,  as  it  must  haiTe  a^ 
peajred  to  the  Natives,  of  that  policy  which  wia 
always  ours,  attempted  by  force  of  arms  at 
Waitaia  to  upset  the  tribal  right  which  we  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  respect.  lisst  session  tlM 
rights  of  the  Natives  had  been  still  fnrtbes  re- 
cognized in  the  Native  LanflsAet;  bat  bete* 
it  came  into  operation  we  were  a^ain  at  vat 
with  the  Natives.  And  now  the  Assembly  wa« 
about  to  legislate  in  respect  to  Native  lasds,  to 
give  power  to  take  these  lands  by  force,  and  to 
abrogate,  as  it  will  appear  to  them,  the  Titalcf 
of  1840.  Then,  as  he-  had  said,  the  policy  was 
financially  unsound.  They  were  invited  to 
spend  three  millions,  with  the  assmaooe  tiiat 
they  would  certstinly  recoup  that  expenditOM 
by  the  "  judicious  "  resale  of  the  snzplos  land 
at  £2  per  acre.  Before  we  could  sell  land  at  that 
price  we  must  be  able  to  give  a  quiet  and  sacon 
title.  Now,  there  was  a  Native  proverb,  "  Kist 
the  man,  then  the  land,"  which  expressed,  be 
thought,  a  determination  to  die  man  l^  maa 
upon  their  Isjid  before  they  would  give  it  up : 
that  was  the  Native  point  of  honoor.  Bat  sae- 
cessful  settlement  meant  peacefol  settlement. 
Not  many  furrows  would  be  turned  in  Waikato 
if  the  ploughman  must  take  his  life  in  his  hand 
into  the  field,  and  work  with  his  rifle  and  cross- 
belts  slung  upon  his  shoulders.  If  ajiy  attempt 
at  such  wholesale  confiscation  as  appeared  to  be 
contemplated  were'  made,  the  effect  would  be  to 
increase  the  exasperation  already  exiwtanginthe 
Native  mind,  and  it  would  need  for  its  muxem 
the  extermination  of  the  race.  The  sottndnMi 
of  the  financial  policy  of  confiscation  might  be 
tested  by  a  very  simple  calculation,  the  de- 
ments of  which  were  at  hand.  We  ocmM  detat- 
mine,  approximately  at  least,  the  cost  of  the 
work  of  extermination :  we  might  be  s^d  tohavs 
been  at  war  for  three  years ;  we  had  nMit 
—  including  the  Imperial  charges  —  peimfs 
£5,000,000  during  that  period ;  we  had  kil.ed 
a  htlndred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  N'ativw. 
How  much,  at  that  rate,  would  it  coet  to  kill  tea 
thousand  ?  This  policy  of  confiscation  was  in- 
moral,  and  could  not  be  made  profitable  finas- 
cially.  Unfortunately  it  was  a  popular  policy; 
but  here  in  this  Council,  where  hononiabb 
gentlemen  were  safe  from  the  storms  of  tlM 
hustings,  cahn  and  dispassionate  considera&n 
might  at  least  be  expected  to  be  given  to  socha 
subject  as  this.  He  had,  however,  ceased  to  hops 
for  that  at  present ;  and  when  he  remembecad 
how,  upon  a  recent  occasion,  when  a  qae.itiaB 
affecting  the  life,  the  liberty,  and  tiie  pro- 
perty of  the  people  was  undeif  oonsideiatiaB, 
the  expression  of  honest  indignatioix  had  beea 
met,  he  could  not  expect  uiat  anything  ha 
could  say  would  arrest  or  alter  the  downwiid 
current  af  events.  He  (Dr.  Pollen)  had  hopes, 
however,  that  the  statesmen  of  England  wrnU 
stand  between  us  and  the  Natives,  and,  if  need 
be,  prevent  the  wrong  which  might  be  inflietsd 
under  the  powers  that  this  Bill  proposed  to  gin ; 
he  had  hopes,  also,  that  the  administtattm  al 
the  law  would  be  better  than  the  law  itself,  and 
that  in  oatryiag  it  oot  the  geuUemen  who  wen 
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ehMged  irith  a  tnut  so  important  wonld  f oiget 
thkt  a  paiticnlar  oonise  was  popaleur,  and  wonld 
be  goi&d  only  by  the  dictates  of  justioe,  good 
{ai&,  and  pnblic  honour. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  felt  constrained  to 
offer  a  few  observations  on  the  Native  policy  of 
the  tfinistry,  as  indicated  by  the  meaanres 
before  the  Ootinoil.  The  Bill  which  had  been 
passed  provided  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion by  the  summary  punishment  of  those  en- 
gaged lin  it,  and  of  those  who  in  any  way  assisted 
ac  ^abetted  the  rebels.  The  Bill  now  under 
their  consideration  had  for  its  object  the  pre- 
vention of  any  future  rebellion  by  the  confisca- 
tion of  Uie  lands  belonging  to  the  rebel  tribes, 
and  liieir  permanent  occupation  by  settlers  on 
a  militaiy  tenure.  He  felt  bound  to  ask  him- 
self wheuier  these  measures  were  likely  to  effect 
the  object  sought  to  be  obtained,  and  what 
would  be  the  probable  result  of  these  measures. 
Undoubtedly  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained — 
that  which  was  or  ought  to  be  the  sincere  desire 
of  every  colonist — was  the  speedy  termination  of 
present  hostilities,  and  the  establishment  of 
peace  on  such  tenns  as  would  remove  all  ap- 
prehension of  futnre  disturbances,  and  preserve 
the  Native  race  inhabiting  these  Islands  from 
min  and  probable  extinction.  This  he  believed 
to  be  the  end  proposed,  the  object  to  be  obtained, 
the  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished.  But 
would  this  be  the  result  of  these  measures? 
He  found  among  the  papers  laid  before  the 
Council  tiie  following  plan,  proposed  by  the  late 
Ministry,  which  was  substantially  that  now 
sought  to  be  carried  out : — 

"  The  plan,  briefly  stated,  is  to  make  the'Wai- 
kato  Biver,  from  the  sea  on  the  west  coast  to  its 
southern  bend  in  the  middle  of  the  Island,  a 
temporary  line  of  defence,  by  placing  armed 
steamers  on  the  river,  and  by  establishing  posts 
on  its  northern  bank.  Then,  from  the  head  of 
the  river  to  establish  a  line  of  fortified  posts 
extending  to  the  Hauraki  Gulf,  the  intervals  to 
be  defended  by  cavalry,  the  Gulf  and  its  shores 
to  be  looked  after  by  another  steamer,  ^ext, 
to  throw  forward  military  posts  from  the  central 
bend  of  the  river  np  to  Faetai  and  Ngorua- 
wahia,  taking  permanent  possession  of  these 
places,  the  latter  of  which  will  be  the  point 
where  one  steamer  will  usually  be  stationed. 
At  the  same  time  to  clear  out  all  hostile  Natives 
at  present  residing  between  the  Auckland  Isth- 
mus and  the  line  of  the  river  and  fortified  posts 
above  mentioned,  which  together  cross  the 
Island.  Lastly,  to  conflsoate  the  lands  of  the 
hostile  Natives,  part  of  which  lands  would  bd 
^ven  away  and  settled  on  military  tenure  to 
provide  for  the  future  security  of  the  districts 
neater  Auckland,  and  the  remainder  sold  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  Of  the  war." 

And  this  plan  received  the  approval  of  the 
Govemor,  who  promised  to  carry  it  out  vigor- 
ously. He  (Mr.  Stokes)  very  much  feared,  if  this 
measure  were  vigorously  carried  out — ^if  so  large 
an  area  were  sensed,  containing  the  best  lands 
in  (he  Waikato  oonntty — ^the  effect  would  be  to 
drive  some  thousands  of  armed  Natives  from 
their  lands,  as  outcasts  and  wanderers  into  the 
iBtedor,  to  be  dependent  CD  the  bounty  of  inland 


tribes,  or  as  marahders  on  the  southern  pro- 
vinces of  this  Island,  to  obtain  a  precarious  exis- 
tence by  predatory  habits.  But  would  this  be 
peace — would  this  be  a  state  of  things  they  could 
look  forward  to  with  any  satisfaction  7  It  was 
true  that  Auckland,  defended  by  a  British  army 
as  large  as  that  which  quelled  the  Indianmutiny 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  armed  and  dis- 
ciplined Sepoys,  would  be  in  a  state  of  security ; 
but  what  woufd  be  the  state  of  the  southern 
provinces — what  would'  be  the  condition  of  the 
Natives  ?  He  very  much  feared  that,  unless 
these  measures  were  carried  out  with  great  for- 
bearance, unless  these  extensive  and  extra- 
ordinary powers  were  exercised  with  the  utmost 
moderation,  the  effect  would  be  to  render  the 
Natives  now  in  rebellion  reckless  and  desperate, 
and  only  change  the  scene  of  hostilities. 

•  It  is  excellent 

To  have  a  giant'B  strength ;  but  it  is  tyrannous 
To  OM  it  like  a  giant. 

And  if  they  wished  to  obtain  lasting  peace  they 
must,  as  his  learned  friend  bad  observed,  en- 
deavour to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  Natives, 
and  not  to  enforce  their  submission  by  such 
stringent  measures  as  were  calculated  to  leave 
all  hope  behind.  The  Bill  now  before  them  was 
much  modified  and  improved  from  the  original 
draft  circulated  in  the  Council ;  and  he  could 
only  express  his  eeumest  hope'  that  if  these  powers 
were  intrusted  to  the  Ministry  they  would  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  convincing  the  Na- 
tives that  they  had  everything  to  hope  from  a 
willing  obedience,  and  that,  even  to  those  who 
by  some  were  considered  desperate,  justioe 
would  be  tempered  by  mercy. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER,  in  reply,  said 
that  the  scheme  of  the  Government  included 
the  whole  of  the  settlements,  southern  as  well 
as  northern — from  here  to  Wellington  there 
would  be  sufficient  settlements  to  take  care  of 
the  colonists  and  themselves;  and  he  trusted 
the  Ministry  would  never  be  found  advising  the 
Governor  to  unjust  or  unmerciful  proceedings. 
With  regard  to  the  difficulties  raised  by  i^e 
Hon.  Mr.  Swainson,  the  Assembly  had  already 
passed  Bills  dealing  with  Native  lands,  and 
they  had  been  assented  to.  In  reply  to  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen's  remarks,  he  woiild  repeat  that 
the  land  was  only  to  be  sold  ti  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  rebellion,  and  not  for  lighthouses 
or  any  such  purpose ;  and  what  fairer  prin- 
ciple could  there  be  than  that  those  who  caused 
expenses  should  pay  them?  The  honourable 
member's  idea  of  general  confiscation  was 
equally  erroneous.  None  of  the  country  north 
of  Auddand  was  likely  to  be  proclaimed  a  dis- 
trict under  the  Act ;  nor  at  the  East  Capo  w^s 
it  possible  to  bring  the  Act  into  operation.  Then, 
it  had  never  been  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  recoup  the  loan ;  and  he  did  not  know 
how  the  honourable  member  got  the  notion — he 
must  have  either  misunderstood  or  misrepre- 
sented the  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SBWELL  said  he  had  under- 
stood the  same  thing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.  —  Then,  the 
honourable  menlber  had  talked  about  Nativea 
dying  before  they  would  give  np  their  land. 
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Kothiag  was  more  contrary  to  Native  custom. 
Thtee-fouiths  of  the  land  in  New  Zealand  was 
held  on  conquest  by  one  tribe  from  another, 
the  recognized  principle  being  that  when  one 
tribe  was  conquered  by  another  the  land  fol- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course.  No  people  under- 
stood this  better  than  the  New-Zealanders.  The 
Government  did  not  want  to  compel  the  whole 
Native  population  to  submit:  they  wanted  to 
be  able  to  point  to  the  Natives  south  of  Auck- 
land, and  say,  "  This  is'war ; "  aSnd  to  the  north 
and  say,  "  That  is  peace ;"  and  ask  them  to 
take  their  choice.  He  believed  the  northern 
Natives  would  receive  benefit  from  this  Bill 
lather  than  hurt,  for  they  would  be  led  to  see 
that  obedience  was  the  first  essential  to  their 
living  in  peace,  as  well  as  that  those  who  go  to 
war  must  pay  its  expenses.  He  trusted  the 
Council  would  now  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  having  not  a  doubt  that  it  would 
go  a  great  way  towards  settling  the  disturbances 
now  prevailing  in  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  made  some  further 
remarks  relative  to  recouping,  and  again  quoted 
from  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech. 

The  Council  divided. 


Atxs,  14. 

Buchanan 

Ontfield 

Johnston 

Lee 

Pillans 

PoUen 
Ben  wick 
Biohmond 
Bnssell,  H. 
Bussell,  Watts 

Noes,  2. 
Sewell 
Swainson.    • 

Salmon 
Stokes 
Walton 
Whitaker. 

Majority  for,  12. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ment. 

AEMS  ACT  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Bill  was  -read  a 
second  time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  adjoomed  at  five  minutes  past 
Ats  o'clock  p^. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  Itth  November,  .1863. 


Tote  of  Thanks— New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill  — 
Third  Beading  —  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
.     Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaksb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Praxxbs. 

VOTE  OP  THANKS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB,  in  moving  the 

^Biotion. standing  in  his  name,  said,  looking  at 

the  promptitude    with  which  assistance  Lad 

,been  rendered  by  the  Imperial  QoveraoMOA  to 

Son.  Mr.  Whitaker 


the  colony  in  its  preaebi^  neeeasi^,  and  at  iht 
course  the  Duke  of  Naweaatle  had  tekon  ia  ib* 
msktter,  he  thought  it  rig^  to  propose  tott* 
Council  that  some  acknowledywint  shoold  ha 
made  of  these  services — that,  in  tact,  a  vote  of 
thanks  should  be  passed  to  tiie  Dnke  o(  Haw. 
castle  for  the  promptitude  with  wfaidi  ha  had 
attended  to  the  application  of  tha  GorauuiMPt 
for  aid.  There  might  have  been  difiercaee*  of 
opinion  in  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  Urn 
conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  riliwilsr 
occasions ;  but  he  fMr.  Whitakei)  tbooght  it 
only  fair,  when  his  Oraoe  pat  hiTii««lf  focwacd 
and  did  an  act  such  as  they  had  reoentlywit- 
nessed  in  sending  the  "  Himalaya "  viA 
troops,  that,  under  these  circainstaiioea,  tht 
Council  ought  to  pass  a  vote  of  t>i«jilr«  to  his 
Grace.  He  would  therefore  more.  That  on 
the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Himalaya," 
with  the  fiOth  Begiment,  this  CoTineil  ilniim 
to  express  its  sincere  acknowledgment  to  Hk 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  tht 
Colonies,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  iar  the  ynacf- 
titude  with  which  he  has  cMised  so^  ^Sarnt 
aid  to  be  afforded  to  the  colony  in  itsnaed. 
That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  Ha 
Excellency  the  Governor,  with  a  request  tfait 
he  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  aanie  ta  kii 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  bad  nraeli  plM- 
Bore  in  seconding  the  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SETTLEMENTS  T*TT.T. 

The  New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill  wssie- 
comlnitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  Council  with  MmKitAmtwt^,  tmi 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
Arms  Act  Continuance  BilL 

LANDS  CLAUSES  OONSOLIDA'tlON 

BILL. 
The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Bill  urn 
further  considered  in  Committae,  and  lepotii 
to  the  Cooncil  with  amendments. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  jniiofas 
past  three  o'clock  pjn. 


HOUSE   OF   BEPBESENTATITEa 
Tuesday,  17lh  Novembar,  18S3. 


Second  Beading— Bill  Introdnced— Select  Coomttta 
—First  Beadinn— Qoldflelds— Costoms-INtin 
Iietters  — NewZealand  Ijoan  Bill  — BaUflM, 
Charitable,  and  Edncatknal  Troats  Aot  Anai- 
mant  Bill— New  Zealand  Loan  BUL 

Mr.  Spbaxbb  took  the  ch^  at  twelve  o'docfc 

PaiTBBS. 

SECOND  BEADING8. 
3Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  BiU,  TScddne  &- 
•arve  BiU,  Ezeoution  of  Cnmisals  Aot  Amc'- 
meut  BiU. 
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BILL  INTBODUCED. 
Aneklaad    Eaibooi    Debantuie    Act    1860 

ATncmi^TTiAnf.  "Rill. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Bbfbesbstation.— On   the   motion   of  Mr. 
FOX,  the  name  of  Mr.  Eyes  was  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Representation. 

FIRST  BEADIKGS. 
Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Waitara  In- 

taiij    Commission  Bill,    Loan    Appropnation 
lill.  Deeds  Begistration  Amendment  Bill,  Pro- 
Tincial  Compulsoiy  Land-taking  Bill. 

GOLDFIELDS. 

Captain  BALDWIH  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Oo- 
▼enunent  to  take  action  respecting  the  more 
efficient  administration  of  justice  on  the  Otago 
Gold£eld8?  He  wished  to  explain  his  reason 
for  asking  this  question,  involving,  as  it  did, 
the  protection  of  the  property  of  nearly  twenty 
thousaad  persons.  The  present  administration 
of  the  law  on  the  goldfields  was  very  defective 
and  knotty,  and  was  a  source  of  great  dissatis- 
faustion  to  the  miners.  By  the  present  Act  a 
large  amount  of  power  was  placed  in  the  htuids 
of  the  Wardens  of  the  goldj&elds.  To  this  the 
mmoru  did  not  objcct,  but  they  did  object  that 
there  was  no  appeal  from  their  decisions,  or, 
at  least,  merely  'a  nominal  one.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  had  stated  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  appoint  a  Judge  for  Southland  sind 
the  goldfields :  that  arrangement  would,  no 
doobt,  be  beneficial,  but  it  would  not  meet  the 
wants  of  the  mining  population,  the  criminal 
oases  being  so  many  and  the  district  so  exten- 
sive  that  a  Judge  would  be  unable  to  give  the 
necessary  attention  to  his  duties  nnleBS  be 
resided  upon  the  goldfields.  He  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  ue  Government  to  two  things 
— first,  the  necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the 
present  law,  and,  secondly,  for  a  Judge  to  be 
appointed  exclusively  for  the  goldfields. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  menfber  had 
nused  teveral  points  which  he  was  not  prepared 
to  dispose  of  at  once.  It  was,  howeiver,  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  take  action  as 
soon  as  possible  when  the  session  was  termi- 
nated. The  appointment  of  a  Judge  for  the 
Southern  District  would  necessarily  involve 
some  delay ;  but  there  would  be  temporary  pro- 
vision made  for  it  on  the  estimates.  As  for 
any  temporary  additional  appointments  for  such 
speiBial  cases  as  those  of  the  goldfields,  the 
uovemment  would  be  prepared  to  take  steps 
in  that  direction  as  soon  as  thev  ooold ;  but  it 
woxdd  be  a  great  assistance  to  tne  Government 
if  the  honourable  members  for  the  Goldfields 
would  communicate  with  them  and  favour 
them  with  their  ideas  on  the  subject;  and  the 
GoTemment  would  do  their  best  to  carry  those 
ideas  into  operation  if  they  appeared  to  be  such 
a*  would  meet  the  emergency. 

CUSTOMS. 
Vf.  BBODIB  t»oved'-(l.)  That,  in  the  Mun- 
iffp.  of.  this  Hooset "  The  Cnstons  ^utiei  Act, 


1856,"  is  nnsoited  to  the  present  requirements 
of  the  colony,  and  should  therefore  be  amended. 
(2.)  That  the  Government  be  requested  to  pre- 
Nire  a  Bill,  which  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  at  its  next  session,  such  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  the  duties  levied  under 
section  7,  clause  1,  of  the  present  Customs  Act ; 
and  also  a  revised  tariff,  so  that  the  duties  here- 
after to  be  levied  may  press  more  equally  upon  all 
classes  of  the  populauqn.  He  brought  forward 
this  motion  in  .order  to  elicit  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  House  on  the  subject.  The 
population  of  the  country  had  largely  increased, 
prmcipally  by  miners,  who  consumed  every 
article  on  the  tariff,  but  particularly  those  im- 
ported by  measure ;  and  the  boots  and  othec 
goods  they  most  required  were  very  heavilj 
taxed. '  As  they  already  contributed  their  fair 
share  to  the  revenue,  this  extra  tax  pressed 
very  hardly  upon  them.  As  an  absolute  rule, 
luxuries  should  be  taxed  at  least  equally  with 
other  things.  Spirits  he  found  contributed  75 
per  cent,  to  the  revenue,  and  wines  only  16}  pet 
cent.  Each  consumer  of  spirits — and  these  were 
the  poorest  portion  of  the  population — contri- 
bnted  £2  ISs.  per  head ;  while  the  class  who 
consumed  wines  only  paid  Ss.  per  head.  On 
coffee  and  tea  only  lOs.  per  head  was  contri,- 
buted,  letting  the  total  abstainers  off  very' 
lightly.  Then,  a  case  of  silk  worth  £1,000  had 
only  the  same  duty  levied  on  it  as  a  case  of 
moleskins,  value  £48 — namely,  £4  Is.  As  a  still 
greater  anomaly  he  took  the  item  of  straw  hats, 
of  which  a  case,  value  £7,  paid  £2  14s. ;  and 
a  hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  jewelleij 
might  be  put  in  a  case  of  the  same  size.  This 
same  duties  were  levied  upon  ladies'  silk  boota 
as  upon  bluchers ;  and  upon  blankets  SO  per 
cent,  was  levied.  The  duties  levied,  then,  ai4 
not  press  equally  on  the  different  portions  of 
the  population.  Now,  it  could  be  uiown  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  tax  necessaries  for 
developing  the  resources  of  the  country  if  lux- 
uries were  properly  taxed,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
and  necessaries  taxed  only  for  carrying  on  the 
Government.  He  believed  we  were  taung  the 
poor  man's  wants  too  much,  and  suggested  that 
an  export  duty  of  one  i>enny  per  pound  should 
be  put  on  woo] ;  which  .would  be  quite  as  wise 
as  an  export  duty  on  gold,  and*  quite  as  just, 
for  the  pastoral  tenante  received  great  advan- 
tages for  which  they  made  no  return.  This 
would  yield  £50,000.  An  increase  on  win^ 
would  give  £20,000  more,  and  an  increase  on 
tea  and  coffee  would  make  up  for  striking  out 
the  measurement  duties.  Tne  present  tariff 
was  evidently  founded  on  no  principle :  it  failedl 
to  tax  the  rich,  and  oppressed  the  poor,  and 
only  nominally  taxed  the  luxuries  which  it 
professed  to  tax. 

Mr.  BEN  ALL  lef erred  to  the  resolation 
moved  last  session  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  (Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor),  and  said  he 
would  support  the  present  resolution,  though 
he  had  no  hope  of  seeing  the  tariff  revised, 

Mr.  VOGKCi  wished  to  hear  an  expression  of 
Mtiinion  from  the  Government  on  this  subject. 
He  supported  the  motion,  but  did  not  agree 
with  all  the  mover  had  scad.    The  present  t*n|f 
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was  eridently  unsoited  to  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colony,  and  the  House  should 
consider  the  amendment  of  it.  It  Trould  be  very 
ondesirablo  to  place  a  tax  on  an  article  of  pro- 
duce like  wool.  The  duty  on  gold  was  rcttlly 
to  meet  the  extra  expense  occasioned  by  the 
Koldflelds.  The  flgnies  quoted  by  the  Oolonial 
Treasurer  the  other  day  clearly  showed  the  ne- 
cessity of  amending  the  tariff.  Soap  was  heavily 
taxed,  though  not  an  article  of  luxury ;  nor  was 
dried  fruit  an  article  of  luxury.  He  trusted 
the  Government  would  at  least  tell  the  House 
that  the  subject  should  have  its  consideration 
doling  the  recess. 

Mr.  WOOD  thought  the  returns  he  had  placed 
before  the  House  clearly  showed  that  artioles 
of  ordinary  consumption  were  not  heavily  taxed. 
!rhe  old  tariff  imposed  a  general  ad  valorem 
duty  of  10  per  cent.,  an  amount  now  imposed 
«n  scarcely  anything  but  artioles  of  luxury. 
Se  did  not  think  we  were  in  a  position  just 
now  to  abolish  the  measurement  duties.  The 
duties  imjjosed  by  weight  might  very  well  be 
utterly  abolished.  He  did  not  think  a  tariff 
on  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Goldfields  would  be  at  all  satis- 
factory, as  it  was  utterly  opposed  to  all  prin- 
.  oiples  of  political  economy,  and  was  worse  than 
the  disease  it  professed  to  remedy.  He  thought, 
"too,  that  to  balance  the  decreases  he  had  men- 
tioned there  might  be  a  small  increase  on 
spirits.  These  were  the  modifications  which 
the  Oovenunent  would  propose. 

Mr.  CURTIS  thought  the  tariff  should  not 
be  altered  unless  it  was  entirely  remodelled. 
He  approved  of  the  present  tanff,  though  it 
was  not  perfect.  Luxuries  were  to  be  con- 
sidered taxed  to  the  full  amount,  and  several 
■of  the  things  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Goldflelds  were  really  luxuries. 
Spirits  was  a  luxury,  and  so  were  straw  hats 
and  bottled  beer.  It  was  true  that  several 
Chambers  of  Oommeroe  had  expressed  their 
disapproval  of  the  tariff,  but  for  very  different 
and  opposite  reasons.  If  the  Government  could 
do  with  less  revenue,  he  would  not  oppose  a 
zedaotion. 

Mr.  BHODES  was  of  opinion  that  the  tariff 
did  not  work  veil,  and  ought  to  be  assimilated 
to  that  of  the  Australian  CSolonies,  by  which 
nine  or  thirteen  artioles  would  produce  as  much 
OS  the  whole  present  tariff,  besides  saving  much 
expense  of  collection. 

Mr.  COLENSO  suggested  the  modification 
of  the  motion,  so  as  to  ask  the  Government  to 
prepare  a  Bill  for  revising  the  tariff  instead  of 
definitely  abolishing  the  duties  levied  under 
section  7,  clause  1,  of  the  present  Act. 

Mr.  CAEGHjIj  did  not  think  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  exactly  fulfilled  his  promise 
-made  last  session.  He  could  not  go  so  far  as 
the  terms  of  this  resolution  went,  though  he 
oould  see  that  the  tariff  might  be  very  benefi- 
-eially  revised.  He  did  not  think  articles  of 
Jiving  should  be  extra-taxed.  He  would  be 
Tery  sorry  to  see  an  increase  on  wine,  already 
heavily  taxed.  With  regard  to  the  weight 
duties,  the  very  worst  articles  ha  1  been  selected 
io  levy  on  by  weight  Woollen  and  silk  goods 
Ur.  Vogtl 


mi^t  far  more  properiy  have  been  taxed  bj 
weight  than  by  measurement.  He  would  wa^ 
port  the  motion  in  a  modified  fomu 

Mr.  BBODIE  said  he  would  consent  to  i 
out  all  the  words  after  "  session." 

Mr.  STAFFORD  contended  that  the  _ 
tariff  was  not  a  class  tariff.  With  a  few  < 
tions  all  the  persons  endeavouring  to  get! 
tariff  revised  were  importers  —  persons  lAoss 
views  on  the  subject  should  certainly  not  be 
taken  as  representing  the  people  genenJly.  Bw 
honourable  the  mover  had  entirely  faued  ta 
show  that  the  articles  most  required  by  his  eoe- 
stituents  were  too  heavily  taxed.  He  had  not 
shown  that  they  were  taxed  to  the  extent  el 
10 percent.  The  duty  on  spades  and  shovah 
was  (mly  2}  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  hoooBt- 
able  member  had  proposed  to  raise  the  dn^  on 
tea  and  coffee,  articles  which,  above  all  tloap, 
should  not  be  heavily  taxed,  though  tlie  minca 
might  use  more  stimulating  liquors,  and  not 
require  much  tea.  He  cotud  not  admit  that 
any  very  great  hardship  between  one  clan  sad 
another  was  caused  l^  the  present  tm£S,  bat 
he  should  be  very  glad  to  support  an  inr^tatti 
one.  One  article  he  admitted- was  very  inade- 
quately taxed — that  was  silk.  He  would  move, 
as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  at 
the  resolution  except  tiiose  incloded  in  tke 
following :  "  That  in  Uie  opinion  of  Uiia  Hoase 
■The  Customs  Duties  Act,  1866,'  should  be 
amended ;  and  that  the  Government  be  !»- 
quested  to  prepare  a  Bill,  which  shall  be  laid 
before  the  House  at  its  next  session." 

Mr.  VOGKL  supported  the  amendment  be- 
cause it  did  not  pledge  him  to  any  iwitiraihr 
course  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  FATERSON  supported  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.'  WOOD  said  he  had  done  all  he  bad 
undertaken  to  do — namely,  to  obtain  the  re- 
quisite information  as  a  basis  for  a  new  meap 
sure ;  but  he  had  not  pledged  himself  to  bring 
in  a  new  measure.  If  the  House  rraolved  Ottt 
the  tariff  should  be  altered,  he  would  ^ve  bis 
attention  to  it  during  the  recess,  and  be  tmij 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  next  session. 

Mr.  BRODIE  said,  after  the  expreasicn  ft 
opinion  by  the  House,  he  would  acoept  As 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kel- 
son City. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  question  was  closriy 
allied  to  those  subjects  which  should  be  eoB- 
sidered  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  asd 
he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  this  reaolB- 
tion  gave  authority  to  no  one  to  intzodnce  a 
Bill,  but  that  if  introduced  it  would  have  te 
be  considered  first  in  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Means. 

Original  motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Stafford's  amendment  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  IiETTEBS. 
Mt.  COLENSO  moved.  That  the  letteis  baa 
certain  chiefs  at  Aboriri  laid  on  tba  taUe  oa 
the  1th  instant  by  the  honourable  member  kt 
the  City  of  WelUngton  (Dr.  Featherston),  be 
taken  mto  consideration.  Ha  explained  tiat 
previoni   to   bis   leaving    Hawke'i  Bsy  t» 
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attend  the  Honae  he  had  vmtten  to  the 
chiefs  of  Ahurixi,  stating  that  he  was  going  to 
attend  the  House,  and  if  they  had  anything  to 
say  he  would  wait  upon  them;  but  these  chiefs 
did  not  even  care  to  reply.  When  the  steamer 
called  at  Napier,  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  huided,  took  horse,  and  went  to  visit 
these  Natives,  and  he  was  followed  by  the 
liotkeorable  member  for  Wellington  City.  He 
{Ml.  Cojenso)  took  exception  to  this  conduct, 
as  far  from  hcoourable  treatment.  Surely  those 
nho  resided  on  the  spot  would  be  better  able  to 
represent  the  wants  of  the  Natives,  and  would, 
as  members  of  the  House,  be  the  more  legiti- 
mate channels  of  communication.  [The  honour- 
able member  then  questioned  the  correctness 
of  the  translation  of  these  letters  which  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  said  that  Qo- 
vemor  Grey  was  throwing  npon  these  chiefs 
the  same  evils  which  Governor  Browne  was 
charged  with  having  been  the  author  of.  The 
hononsable  member  addressed  the  House  at 
considerable  length,  and  said  he  hoped  the 
letters  would  be  fully  considered  and  answered.] 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  thought  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Colenso)  ought  to  move  a 
more  definite  motion,  which  would  result  either 
in  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  House,  or 
some  course  of  action. 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion, 
but  at  the  same  time  really  trusted  that  the 
mover  would  vrithdraw  it  for  the  present.  He 
deprecated  the  time  of  the  House  being  taken 
up  by  a  separate  discussion  upon  letters  of  this 
kmd. 

The  hour  of  three  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

AOJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  question, 
"That  the  ILoan  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  VOGEL  said  he  must  express  his  surprise 
at  one  important  intimation  in  the  statement 
made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary — that  it  was 
contemplated  to  ask  the  House  for  a  fifteen 
months'  recess.  Another  matter  which  sur- 
prised him  was  the  absence  of  all  reference 
to  the  subject  of  provincial  loans;  and  he 
thought,  before  they  went  into  the  Three-million 
Loan,  the  House  should  express  an  opinion  as 
to  whether  it  approved  of  the  provincial  loans. 
He  thought  the  Treasurer  had  not  a  distinct 
idea  of  what  the  financial  difficulty  was,  and 
that  he  seemed  to  think  that  when  we  borrowed 
money  oui  liabilities  were  paid.  One  cardinal 
objection  to  the  Loan  Bill  before  them  was  that 
there  was  no  adequate  provision  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan.  If  they  got  the  guarantee  of 
the  Imperial  Government  that  the  sinking  fund 
of  2  per  cent,  would  be  put  by  for  the  pajnnent 
of  the  loan,  then  it  would  be  a  difierent  matter ; 
bat  the  Bill  on  the  face  of  it  showed  no  ade- 

2nate  provision  for  the  repayment.  He  trusted 
lie  House  would  lay  down  the  proposition  that 
the  sinking  fund  should  not  be  invested  in 
colonial  securities,  but  in  Home  securities;  for 
it  had  been  held  that  the  process  of  iixvesting 


the  sinking  fund  in  colonial  seouritiea  meanfr 
simply  an  encouragement  of  an  unneoessary  eX' 
penditure ;  and,  unless  they  were  careful,  they 
might  be  certain  that  the  sinking  fund  would 
be  attacked  by  a  very  simple  process — that  of 
authorizing  the  issue  of  fresh  securities,  and 
allowing  uiem  to  be  invested  in  the  sinking 
fund.  If  he  understood  the  Loan  BUI  aright^ 
there  were  no  means  of  paying  off  the  debfr 
until  they  took  the  amounts  realized  by  the 
Settlements  Bill,  and  the  House  need  have  no- 
doubt  that,  as  these  amounts  were  from  time  to 
time  appropriated,  the  loan  would  be  allowed 
to  mn  its  tortuous  course.  The  latest  quota, 
tions  of  their  securities  were  that  the  5-peis 
cent.  securities  lapsing  in  1866  were  ruling  at 
lOOi  to  lOli  per  cent.;  whilst  those  running 
out  in  1892  ruled  at  102  to  103 ;  or,  in  othei^ 
words,'  for  the  additional  thirty  years  tiiere  was 
simply  an  increase  of  1}  per  cent. ;  and  from' 
this  it  would  appear  that  in  providing  for  the 
sinking  fund  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  a 
different  plan  from  that  laid  down  in  the  Loan 
Bill.  The  House  should  not  forget  that  by 
adopting  this  Bill  they  were  entermg  into  lia- 
bilities larger  in  proportion  to  our  population- 
than  those  imposed  by  the  National  Debt  of- 
Great  Britain.  Another  thing  he  objected  to 
was  the  sop  thrown  out  to  the  Middle  Island — 
namely,  the  small  amount  put  down  for  tele- 
graphs. Surely  they  could  not  go  to  the  Home 
Government  and  adc  it  to  guarantee  such  an 
amount.  It  was  paltry  to  sponge  upon  tha 
Home  Government  in  this  way;  and  if  he  could 
make  anything  out  of  the  Financial  Statemenfe- 
the  provinces  were  quite  in  a  position  to  con- 
struct lighthouses  aad.  telegraphs  themselves. 
He  thought  the  Bill  provided  for  no  fair  alloca- 
tion of  the  amounts  ^at  would  have  to  be  paid. 
as  interest  on  the  loan.  He  had  divided  amongsb 
the  different  provinces  the  proportions  which, 
would  be  chargeable  to  them  as  follow :  Auck- 
land, £81,000 ;  Taranaki,  £2,200 ;  Wellington^ 
£12,500;  Hawke's  Bay,  £2,908;  Nelson,  £7,460; 
Marlborough,  £1,100;  Canterbury,  £23,800;, 
Otago,  £80,500;  Southland,  £17,892  ;  Chatham 
Islands,  £29:  and,  dividing  that  amongst  the 
two  Islands,  the  North  Island  would  pay  £49,000». 
while  the  Middle  Island  would  pay  nearly  tiiree 
times  that  amount.  Now,  although  he  would 
support  the  expenditure  of  any  sum  that  might 
be  necessary  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  he  did- 
not  see  that  the  Middle  Island  should  be  at  th» 
expense  of  colonizing  the  Northern  Island.  He 
believed  that  by  the  introduction  of  twenty 
thousand  Volunteers  they  would  be  committiiig- 
themselves  to  an  enormous  cost  for  the  future;, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  was  an  experiment 
which  the  whole  colony  should  enter  into,  but 
that  it  should  be  undertaken  by  this  province 
itself.  He  believed  that  the  question  of  whether 
Wellington  would  enter  into  the  experiment 
was  exceedingly  doubtful.  The  war  must  cost 
them  two  imllions  annually ;  or,  rather,  it 
would  cost  them  so  much  when  their  full  force 
had  arrived.  For  the  expenditure  of  those  two. 
millions  of  money  all  that  Auckland  would 
have  to  pay  would  be  £31,000  per  annum.  He 
did  not  thmk  this  scheme  had  been  placed  bar 
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foie  thetn  in  BnfBoient  detiiil,  and  he  believed, 
if  greater  assistanoe  was  not  provided  foi'  those 
who  would  be  brought  here,  they  would  be  in- 
troducing a  system  of  panperism.  He  con- 
cidered  that  they  would  oe  committing  them- 
•elres  to  a  course  of  expenditure  for  the  future 
by  which  a  few  individuals  would  amass  for- 
tunes. He  was  ready,  to  sanction  any  ex- 
penditure necessary  to  bring  about  a  success- 
lal  termination  of  the  war ;  but  it  was  not  a 
wise  or  humane  policy  to  carry  it  to  a  doubtful 
'end.  It  had  been  said  that  this  war  was  the 
best  thing  that  could  happen — that  now  we 
should  get  hold  of  all  the  Kative  land  ;  Euid  in 
the  most  cold-blooded  manner  had  the  profit 
that  would  be  derived  from  it  been  spoken  of. 
He  would  not  couple  with  the  loan  necessary 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  any  other 
loan,  and  would  thereby  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  charges  being  levelled  against  us  by 
people  at  Home.  He  was  quite  determined  to 
make  a  stand  on  this  Loan  Bill,  and  to  oppose 
its  second  reading.  It  would  have  an  injurious 
«ffeot,  and  was  not  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  colonists  generally.  His  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  was,  first,  to  the  terms  in  which 
it' was  drawn  out,  which  he  did  not  conceive 
would  be  a  profitable  finsmcial  arrangement  for 
the  colony ;  and,  not  desiring  to  advocate  the 
ceconstruction  of  the  Bill  in  Committee,'  he 
should  oppose  the  second  resuiing.  He  was 
willing  to  sanction  the  expenditure  for  the  pre- 
-sent  number  of  military  settlors,  or,  say,  to  the 
number  of  five  thousand,  but  he  would  not 
pledge  himself  to  a  huge  scheme  for  entering 
into  liabilities  which  might  be  a  cause  of  suSer- 
'ing  to  the  settlers  hereafter. 

Captain  BALDWIN  said  he  had  hitherto, 
during  the  time  he  had  sat  in  the  House,  tres- 
passed as  little  as  possible  upon'  the  time  and 
attentipn  of  honourable  members,  being  sjudous 
to  become  conversant  with  the  rules  and  modes 
ef  procedure  of  the  House  before  he  did  so. 
Kor  would  he  yet  have  departed  from  this 
lule  of  conduct  were  it  not  that  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  present  question  called  for,  in 
bis  opinion,  the  views  of  every  member  of 
the  House — more  particularly  of  honourable 
.gentlemen  from  the  Middle  Island.  That  the 
present  was  an  important  question  no  one  in 
the  House  would,  he  thought,  deny,  when  it 
was  considered  that  it  affected  not  only  the 
present  position  of  the  colony,  but  its  future 
position  also— not  only  those  wl)o  were  now 
resident  in  this  colony,  but  those  who  might 
nakeNew  Zealand  their  future  home  in  years  to 
.come — and  that  this  Bill,  when  passed,  would 
double  the  debt  of  the  colony.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  first  sum  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
of  this  Act,  a  sum  amounting  to  £1,000,000, 
required  for  the  suppression  of  the  present 
rebellion,  he  gave  the  passing  of  this  sum  his 
warmest  support,  or,  indeed,  any  sum  which 
might  be  required,  or  any  measure  which  might 
be  considered  necessary,  to  put  down  the  pre- 
sent rebellion.  Much  he  regretted  that  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  give  up  the  Waitara: 
and  he  did  regret  it,  for  wo  fought  for  it,  shed 
our  blood  for  it,  and  spent  our  money  upon  it, 
2fr.  Voyel 


and  tbie  title  to  it  ought,  he  thon^,  tolura 
been  made  out  strong  and  clear  as  Uie  noonday 
sun  before  we  gave  it  up.  For  it  was  no  ii^ 
or  trivial  matter  to  proclaim  to  the  Natives, 
the  colonists,  the  English,  and  the  eivilistd 
world  at  large,  that  the  war  was  begun  in  in- 
justice and  carried  out  in  the  same  spirit 
Much,  therefere,  he  said,  as  he  did  regret  tl)at 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  give  up  the 
Waitara,  it  htkd,  however,  been,  to  his  mind, 
productive  of  this  one  advantage :  It  had  shown 
us  the  Natives  in  their  true  character;  it  had 
shown  us  that  this  piece  of  land  was  a  mete 
pretext — an  excuse,  and  that  the  object  Uier 
really  had  in  view  was  their  independence  ud 
unity.  This,  at  all  events,  was  his  opinion. 
He  had,  before  he  ever  came  to  the  colonies, 
an  opinion  of  the  Native  character — an  opinion 
founded  upon  his  own  experience  of  the  natriK 
of  another  country,  as  well  as  upon  his  reading 
about  them— and  that  opinion  was  this:  that 
the  savage,  whether  tutored  or  untutored,  or 
residing  in  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  the  Cape, 
India,  or  America,  knew  no  feeling  of  gratitude ; 
that  kindness  was  thrown  away  upon  him,  that 
his  right  hand  of  fellowship  was  as  much  to  be 
distrusted  as  his  tomahawk,  and  that  his  moral 
elevation  was  impossible. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No,  no. 

Captain  BALDWIN.— Honourable  memben 
said  "  No,  no ;"  but  he  asked,  these  gentle- 
men to  look  to  the  ^st  history  of  this  colony 
and  then  to  say  "  No,  no."  What  had  been 
the  past  history  of  the  colony  as  regarded  the 
Natives?  Maori  philanthropists  .took  them 
under  their  special  care  and  protection.  The 
natives  of  every  other  country  had  vanished 
and  disappeared  before  civilization,  bat  the 
Natives  of  this  country  were  to  be  saved— saved 
as  a  living  illustration  of  this  fact:  that  the 
European  and  the  Native  oould  Uve  tc^ethet 
in  harmony,  and  be  of  mutual  service  in  the 
great  work  of  civilization.  This  was  the  tul: 
proposed,  and  it  was  one  which  received  the 
support  and  assistance  of  all  classes  of  the 
community.  Everything  was  done  to  cany  i' 
out  and  win  over  the  Natives.  They  were  given 
the  means  of  education.  Missionaries  and 
deigymefi  were  sent  amongst  them,  who 
taught  them  by  their  lives  and  doctrines  the 
great  and  holy  truths  of  religion.  Theyhad 
Resident  Magistrates,  and  the  Treasury  stood 
open  for  them  to  take  any  sum  they  in- 
quired out  of  it.  And  how  had  they  repaid  nsf 
Had  they  been  grateful?  Had  tiiey  been 
thankful  ?  How  had  they  shown  their  g»t^ 
tnde  and  their  thankfulness  ?  Howl  By  mur- 
dering our  unarmed  fellow-colonists,  and  that 
vrives  and  daughters ;  by  burning  theii  hoow 
and  desolating  their  farms.  This  was  the 
vray  they  had  repaid  ns ;  and  past  histoijr 
proved  this  great  fact,  and  pointed  to  this  o<a- 
elusion :  the  hopelessness — the  utter  hopeless- 
ness— of  governing  the  Maoris  otherwise  t^ 
by  the  strong  hand  and  the  arm  of  force.  n> 
must  now  conquer  them,  and  teach  them  t* 
respect  the  British  arms  and  acknowledge 
British  supremacy.  He  hoped  the  Somb 
would  not  consider  he  had  wondered  from  the 
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tobjeet.    He  had  briefly  mentioned  these  facts  I 
•■  those  whjeh  jnstifled  him  in  snpporting  the 
•tun  of  £1,000,000  asked  fot  the  rapx^reBsion  of 
this  lebellion,  or,  indeed,  any  sum — were  it 
fire,  aye,  even  ten  millions — considered  neoes- 
Miy  to  accomplish  this  object,  or  any  measure 
which  would  punish  a  thankless  and  tmgrateful 
race.    The  Colonial  Treasnrer,  in  his  Financial 
BteOement  made  in  the  House  the  other  night, 
■aid,  "The  OoTemment  had  two  obieots  in 
view — first,  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion; 
and,  secondly,  the  rendering  of  this  rebellion 
impossible  in  future."  These  were,  he  thought, 
the  words  used  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Pot  the  first  of  these  objects  the  million  of 
money  to  which  he  had  before  referred  was 
«sked ;  and  for  the  second  object — the  render- 
ing of  any  future  rebellion  impossible — a  sum 
-of  £1,200,000  was  required.    He  would  not  now 
nndertake  to  say  whether  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  GoTemment  would  accomplish  the  results 
intended  or  not ;  he  bad  no  objection  to  offer 
to  the  scheme,  but  he  had  a  very  decided  objec- 
tios  to  offer  to  the  6th  clause  of   this  Bill, 
srfaich  made  the  sums  required  for  carrying  out 
this  scheme  a  charge  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
whole  colony ;  for  the  benefits  and  advantages 
Accroing  from  such  a  scheme— from  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants  and  the  carrying-ont  of 
'public  works — must  accrue  to  the  province  or 
ftxctitm  of  the  country  in  which  these  immi- 
grants were  located,  emd  in  which  these  public 
works  were  carried  out,  and  these  places  should 
be  held  liable,  and   not  the  revenue  of  the 
Middle  Island.    The  inhabitants  of  the  Middle 
Island  sympathized  deeply  with  the  sufferings 
■md  hardships  of  their  fellow-colonists  in  the 
Korth,  and  they  were  willing  to  assist  them 
both  by  men  and  money — to  assist  them,  net 
spuingly  or  grudgingly,  but  largely  and  libe- 
nlly ;  bint  he  thought  it  was  not  fair  to  overtax 
this  spirit  of  friendship.    It  was  nOt  fair  or  just 
to  hold  the  revenue  of  the  South  responsible, 
and  'to  make  it  contribute  towards  provincial 
^immigration  and  provincial  improvement.    He 
knew— or,  at  least,  he  believed — it  was  intended 
te  fetj  these  sums— this  £1,200,000— out  of  the 
Vtoeeeda  of  the  confiscated  lands;    but  what 
xE,  in  the  meantime,  the  estimated  revenue  of 
the  Cokmial  Treasurer  should  fall  short  of  his 
-axpeetations  7    What  if,  instead  of  having  an 
access  of  revenue,  we  should  have  a  deficiency  ? 
Who  is  to  pay  three-eighths  of  the  Customs 
xevenae?    The  honouraUe  gentleman  on  the 
Treasury  bench  might  say  there  is  no  chance 
«f  each  an  event.    Much  as  he  admired  the 
talents  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  great 
«•  was  his  confidence  in  him,  he  could  not,  in 
«  matter  of  so  much  importance — a  matter 
more  particularly  important  to  the  province  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  re- 
firesentatives,  a  province    which   contributed 
nearly  one-hgjf  of  the' revenue,  and  would  there- 
fore be  liable  for  nearly  one-half  of  the  interest 
«f  this  loan — in,  he  said,  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  as  this  he  could  not  be  bound  by 
TOBxe  speculation;  for  he  contended  the  esti- 
mated reventie  was  nothing  more.    He  there- 
ioxe  trusted  the  QovMnmenk  would  not  press 


forward  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape,  but  that 
they  would  so  alter  it  before  doing  so  as  to 
relieve  the  revenue  of  the  Middle  Island  from 
the  charge  of  £1,200,000. 

Mr.  JOLLIE  gave  the  Bill  his  cordial  sup- 
port so  far  as  it  was  an  Act  to  raise  money  for 
suppressing  rebellion,  believing  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  colony  as  a  whole  to  raise 
a  large  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose,  and 
to  bear  the  consequent  liabilities ;  but  a 
great  part  of  this  expenditure  must  necessarily 
benefit  one  portion  of  the  colony  only.  The 
effect  of  the  whole  policy,  if  sucfcessful,  would 
be  that  the  colony  would  put  the  Northern 
Island  in  possession  of  land  which  would  have 
cost,  under  the  old  system  of  land-purchsising, 
some  £500,000.  The  Middle  Island  would  get  no 
return  for  its  share  of  the  expenditure,  while 
the  Northern  Island  would  get  full  value 
its.  Now,  he  was  not  going  to  carp  at  that 
arrangement,  because  he  thought  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  would  not  do  to  make 
the  colony  anything  like  a  disunited  one.  He 
would  have  Uked  to  have  seen  a  more  distinct 
apportionment  of  the  military  expenditure.  For 
ajl  that  was  purely  military  expenditure  the 
colony  should  take  the  liability ;  but  he  thought 
they  ought  to  exclude  that  which  came  under 
the  head  of  settling  and  colonizing.  He  sigreed 
vfith  what  had  been  said  of  the  inexpediency  of 
introducing  electric  telegraphs  and  lighthouses 
into  this  Bill.  The  scheme  of  the  Government 
was,  in  fact,  too  large :  the  colony  had  better, 
for  the  present,  apply  itself  to  settling  the 
military  difiSculties  and  acquiring  a  real  footing 
in  the  country,  and  let  the  rest  stand  over  tiU 
they  saw  how  the  plans  regarding  the  waste 
lands  really  resulted.  He  was  afraid  that  even 
the  £3,000,000  spoken  of  would  not  be  quite 
adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  scheme, 
but  that  before  long  there  would  be  an  applica- 
tion for  another  Ioeui  ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore, 
to  see  the  Bill  kept  dovm  to  a  sum  sufficient 
for  vigorously  carrying  on  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  could  not  entirely  support 
this  Bill.  Heagreed  with  many  of  the  remarks 
that  had  been  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  North  (Captain  Baldwin]  with 
reference  to  the  provisions  made  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the.  money — provisions  which  he  did 
not  think  very  likely  to  recommend  the  scheme 
to  those  to  whom  they  would  have  to  apply 
for  the  money.  He  tiiought  it  would  be  tax 
better  to  make  permanent  provision  for  putting 
the  northern  settlements  in  the  real  possession 
of  the  land,  than  to  spend  it  on  soldiers  running 
after  Natives  whom  they  could  not  catch.  The 
millions  so  spent,  he  feared,  would  be  very 
much  wasted ;  for,  as  soon  as  the  soldiers  were 
gone,  the  Natives  would  come  back  again,  un- 
less there  was  something  to  prevent  them.  And 
he  would  remark  that  if  it  was  intended  these 
immigrants  should  stay  they  must  be  married 
men.  He  could  not  concur  in  the  condemnation 
pronounced  by  the  member  for  the  Gold  Fields 
upon  the  Natives  of  this  Island,  because  Natives 
of  some  other  island  had  proved  to  be  of  & 
character  he  did  not  approve  of.    He  had  iu> 
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donbt  that  gentlemen  who  had  lived  long 
amongst  them  would  say  that  there  were  some 
of  the  worst  and  some  of  the  best  of  characters 
amongst  them.  It  would  certainly  be  improper 
to  jndge  of  the  race  by  a  few  ungrateful  and 
bloodwirsty  specimens.  He  thought  the  Go- 
yemment  should  have  prepared  something 
more  satisfactory  than  this  appropriation  Bill 
for  the  allocation  of  the  sum  they  proposed  to 
borrow.  As  to  the  waste  lands,  they  had  not 
yet  got  the  sanction  of  the  Home  Government 
to  their  taking  them,  and  there  was,  at  all 
events,  some  doubt  whether  they  would  get  it. 
Mr.  MANTKLL  said  this  Bill  was  one  of  the 
same  class  of  which  he  had  seen  specimens 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  before — a  piece 
of  spasmodic  legislation,  excusable  only  on  the 
ground  of  frantic  terror  of  men  finding  them- 
selves face  to  face  with  an  emergency  with 
which  they  were  totally  unable  to  cope,  and 
bringing  down  extreme  measures.  Now,  he  did 
not  believe  the  security  proposed  was  worth  a 
straw.  He  did  not  believe  Native  lands  to  any 
extent  would  be  taken.  He  did  not  believe  it 
would  be  in  our  power  to  take  them ;  and,  if 
taken,  he  believed  th*  compensation  would 
amount  to  far  more  than  we  had  dreamt  of 
paying  for  Native  lands  heretofore.  He  asked 
the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, hod  expense  been  entailed  on  the 
colony  owing  to  the  behaviour  of  the  Natives  In 
his  own  district,  the  Natives  over  whom  they 
were  told  such  paternal  care  had  been  exer- 
cised ?  but  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  held  that,  though 
everything  that  .old-ladyism,  Exeter- Hallism, 
suid  every  other  nonsense  could  do  in  squander- 
ing money  on  the  Natives  had  been  done,  yet 
nothing  that  that  race  might  have  expected 
in  the  way  of  raising  them  in  the  scale  of  civi- 
lization had  ever  been  got  by  them  from  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  Had  not  his  honour- 
able friend  heard  lately  that,  following  our 
civilization  in  the  matter  most  suited  to  their 
tastes,  the  great  kingite  chieftain  of  Cook 
Strait  had  recently  raised  a  mounted  defence 
force,  to  be  equipped  in  the  same  fashion  as 
the  Colonial  Defence  Force  in  Wellington? — 
whether,  amongst  those  Natives  who  were  loyal 
and  staunch,  one  of  the  leading  loyal  Assessors 
on  the  coast  of  Cook  Strait  was  not  at  this 
moment,  or  had  not  recently  been,  at  the  head  of 
an  armed  party,  ready  to  fight  for  a  piece  of  land 
in  dispute— a  man,  too,  who  had  recently  offered 
to  give  him  an  acre  of  land  to  build  a  Court- 
house on  at  Manawata,  showing  that  there  was 
some  grain  of  good  in  him,  though  it  had  not 
germinated  in'a  satisfact<^  manner  on  account 
of  our  own  incapacity?  He  thought  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding  with  regard  to  this  measure 
had  been  too  sudden,  had  been  forced  upon  the 
House ;  and,  rather  than  that  the  motion  should 
not  be  debated,  he  should,  before  he  sat  down, 
do  himself  the  honour  of  moving  an  amendment 
upon  the  motion  as  follows  :  That  the  question 
be  amended  by  the  omission  of  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  That,"  with  a  view  to  insert 
the  following  in  lien  thereof :  "  this  House  will 
msike  liberal  provision  out  of  moneys  raised  by 
loan,  secured  on  the  revenues  of  the  whole 
Mr.  Saundert ' 


colony,  for  enabling  the  Qovemment  to  aist 
such  forces  as  maybe  necessary, in  oo-agea,. 
tion  with  Her  Majesty's  troop*,  to  bring  die 
present  insurrection  to  a  speedjr  and  saocesstal 
termination ;  and  this  House  inll  for  tiiat  por- 
pose  sanction  the  settlement  of  military  settiea 
on  the  terms  under  which  the  Wailuto  regi- 
ments have  been  enrolled,  or  under  similu 
terms,  to  a  number  not  exceeding  five  thnnsanfl 
men ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Hease,  it 
is  expedient  to  defer  an^  fnither  measnm  for 
the  permanent  colonisation  of  those  distdcti  of 
the  Northern  Island  in  which  the  Native  tnbes 
are  in  arms  against  Her  Majesty's  sovereigB^, 
until  the  insurrection  bow  unhappily  existiag 
shall  have  been  finally  quelled." 
Debate  adjourned. 

RELIGIOUS.  CHARITABLE,  AND  EDU- 
CATIONAL TRUSTS  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whak 
House  on  the  Religious,  Charitable,  and  Edu- 
cational Trusts  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  ado^ 
by  the  House,  and  the  BUI  read  a  third  tim* 
and  passed. 

NEW  ZEALAND  IiOAN  BILL. 

AXtfOURITED  DBBATE. 

The  debate  was  restmted  on  the  motion  ior 
the  second  reading  of  the  Ixma  BiU,  and  Mi. 
Mantell 's  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Sir,  the  National  Dett. 
of  Great  Britain  is  something  under  ei^t  hun- 
dred millions  of  money,  and  the  annual  ebaip 
upon  the  population  of  Great  Britain  is  acme- 
thing  under  thirty  millions  of  money.  It  winid 
appear  from  this  that  every  man,  woman,  ui 
child  in  Great  Britaih  owes  a  Bom  of  £SS  per 
head;  and  at  the  ordins^  rate  of  interest st 
which  money  can  be  obtained  in  Great  Btittin 
it  would  seem  that  every  man,  womaii,  sad 
child  in  Great  Britain  is  taxed  to  the  extent  d 
15s.  per  head  in  order  to  pay  the  national  en- 
gagements. The  Ministry  have  proposed  to  nt, 
to-night  that  we  shall  accept  a  debt  whiali,«itt 
the  debt  already  chargeable  upon  the  iidishh 
tants  will  amount  to  six  Tnilli«na  and  a  ht^npia 
ahundredandfifty  thousand  people;  or.inoBUt 
words,  it  is  proposed  that  the  indebtedneai  at 
this  colony  shall  amount  to  npwards  of  £40  per 
head,  or  very  nearly  doable  the  Natimsal  Debt  of 
Great  Britain — the  conntay  which  has  bean 
described  as  the  most  heavily-taxed  cousb; 
in  the  whole  world — and  the  Ministry  propoH 
to  us  that  every  man,  woman,  and  chUd  in  this 
country  shall  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  some- 
thing upwards  of  £2  per  head  to  meet  (te 
national  engagements.  I  dare  say  it  may  b« 
held  that  this  debt  is  charged  upon  avast  onim- 
proved  estate,  and  upon  a  country  in  which  the 
population  is  increasing,  and  in  which  tbenti* 
of  the  debt  to  the  populAtion  will  contiiina^ 
decrease.  To  that  I  answer  that  thelandicc 
the  country  are  not  charged  with  this  debt,  io( 
if  they  were  they  will  be  disposed  of  long  befoi* 
that  debt  will  be  paid;  tbat  the  lands  do  not 
bear  any  part  of  the  national  charge  to  nuet 
our  engagements,  bat  that  the  whole  of  ooi 
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national  engagements  will  be  met  by  taxes 
which  the  people  will  have  to  pay ;  and  this,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  will  amount  to  aboat  £2 
pel  head  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  country.  Sir,  I  do  think  that,  when  a 
scheme  so  gigantio  in  its  proportions  and  so 
ahurming  in  its  future  was  proposed  by  Her 
Ibjesty's  Ministers,  we  should  have  been 
allowed  something  n!>ore  than  twenty -four 
hours  to  consider  tiie  propriety,  the  necessity, 
and  the  consequences  likely  to  flow  from  it; 
■and  that  we  have  a  right  to  complain  that, 
instead  of  the  .GoTemment  acoedmg  to  our 
wishes,  they  in  a  niggardly  spirit  consented  to 
an  adjournment  almost  from  day  to  da^,  until 
at  last  we  stand  almost  in  the  some  position  as 
when  the  debate  was  originally  adjourned ;  and 
that,  at  last,  with  some  Uttle  consideration,  we 
are  enabled  to  meet  the'  motion  submitted  to 
ns  by  the  Government.  Upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, when  the  first  of  that  oatch  of  measures; 
as  I  may  call  them,  which  contained  the  whole 

Silicy  which  the  Ifinistry  had  to  propose  was 
id  before  the  House,  I  ventured,  so  far  as  I 
-eoold,  to  bring  on  a  debate  on  the  policy  of  the 
late  Administration;  and  it  was  not  my  fault  if 
I  failed  in  the  attempt — it  was  not  my  fault  if 
I  failed  to  extort  from  any  Minister  of  the  late 
-or  present  Government  any  word  of  comment 
upon  their  public  policy.  I  had  to  submit  to 
what  I  will  not  call  a  sneer,  but  a  rebuke,  from 
the  late  Minister  for  Native  Affairs  because  I 
introduced  matter  in  my  speech  which  had  no 
reference  to  the  question  before  the  House.  I 
venture  to  think,  if  these  great  questions  had 
been  considered  in  a  more  comprehensive  spirit 
^than  they  have  been,  we  might  not  have  found 
ourselves  in  the  difficult  position  in  which  we 
now  stand;  but  I  am  afraid  I  shall  incur  the 
same  treatment  if  I  travel  into  many  questions 
which  may  be  considered  by  some  to  bo  irrele- 
vant, although  now  for  the  first  time,  it  seems 
"to  me,  we  are  enabled  to  discuss  the  whole  policy 
-of  the  present  Government.  It  is  true  we  have 
passed  two  Bills  with  very  little  consideration 
— two  Bills  which  have  inflicted  a  greater  blow 
upon  the  prosperity  of  this  country  than  has 
ever  been  inflicted,  and  the  results  of  which 
will  be  handed  down  to  future  generations. 
We  have  passed  these-  two  Bills,  and  they 
have  come  back  to  us  from  the  Upper  House, 
in  a  shorter  space  of  time  than  the  most 
trivial  Acts  ever  passed  by  this  Legislature. 
Notwithstanding  the  effort  I  made  to  bring  on 
a  discussion  upon  the  whole  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, I  say  the  Ministry  by  whom  these 
Bills  ware  brought  before  us  precluded  us  from 
a  fair  consideration  of  their  probable  future 
operation.  One  of  these  Bills  was  only  of  a 
permissive  character,  and  the  other  was  only 
of  a  temporary  character,  and  will  last  untU 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembly.  But  ta- 
nigfat  we  are  called  upon  to  take  a  financial 
review  of  the  whole  policy  proposed.  We  are 
called  upon  to  vote  money  to  put  these  Bills  in 
working,  and  after  this  debate  the  time  will 
have  passed  when  we  can  for  the  future  enter 
upon  a  discussion  of  the  policy  now  proposed 
for  the  colony.  Therefore  I  say  this  is  a  qoes- 
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tion  upon  which  it  becomes  na  to  travel  over 
the  past,  and,  so  far  as  we  can,  to  penetrate  into 
the  future;  to  ask  ourselves  whether  these 
extraordinary  measures  are  necessary  to  relieve 
the  colony  from  its  difficulty,  and  if  there  be 
any  other  mode  less  unconstitutional,  less 
alarming  in  ite  consequences,  and  to  ask  our- 
selves whether  we  should  not  adopt  such  an 
alternative.  I  perfectly  admit — I  am  eompelled 
to  admit  on  the  face  of  it — that  we  are  not 
wholly  free  to  consider  the  whole  circumstances 
of  the  policy  of  the  country  to-night.  I  speak 
in  a  great  measure  with  my  tongue  tied,  for  I 
am  met  at  every  moment  with  the  argument 
that  the  necessities  of  our  position  compel  ns 
to  a  certaincourse  of  action.  I  ask,  why  is  this 
House  met  at  this  time  with  the  great,  impend- 
ing, immovable  necessity  which  precludes  us 
from  a  fair  consideration  of  the  question  ?  It 
is  this :  We  have  been  brought  into  this  position 
by  the  acts  of  the  Executive  Government — into 
a  position  we  cannot  relieve  ourselves  from; 
and,  let  us  think  those  acts  as  prejudicial,  as 
unconstitutional,  as  nefarious  as  possible,  we 
are  now  in  a  position  in  which  we  are  compelled 
to  sanction  those  acts,  and  to  vote  money  as  a 
matter  of  form.  I  speak  with  a  sense  almost 
of  despondency  when  I  feel  that  the  love  of 
constitutional  government  is  at  this  moment 
in  this  colony  at  a  lower  ebb  than  I  have  ever 
known  it  to  be  before.  If  I  have  read  constitu- 
tional history  aright,  if  there  be  anything  in 
the  difference  between  an  arbitrary  despotism 
and  a  free  constitutional  government,  I  have 
read  this :  that  there  are  two  principles  deeply 
engraved  upon  our  Constitution,  and  one  is  that 
the  Crown  cannot  levy  troops  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Parliament,  and  the  other  that  the 
Crown  cannot  expend  the  money  of  the  people 
without  the  vote  of  the  Parliament.  Yet  we 
have  heard  that  armed  men  have  been  raised 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  colonies  by  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  Government;  and  I  am 
met  with  the  argument  tiiat,  no  mattei:  what 
economical  policy  we  may  desire  to  bring  into 
action,  this  colony  has  entered  into  engage- 
ments which  it  cannot  repudiate,  that  our 
votes  ate  simply  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and 
that  we  have  to  vote  sums  of  money  which 
have  been  expended,  or  to  which  the  faith  of 
the  colony  has  already  been  pledged  in  the 
engagements  by  the  (governor  for  the  enlist- 
ment of  troops.  So  far  as  this  goes,  our 
meeting  here  is  almost  a  farce.  I  say  that 
if  there  were  that  spirit— that  constitutional 
spirit — in  this  colony  which  there  ought  to  be 
— ^if  we  had  any  regard  for  those  privileges 
which  at  one  time  we  thought  of  sucn  advan-  ' 
tage  and  for  which  we  strove,  the  late  Ministry 
would  be  liable  to  impeachment  at  common 
law,  and  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  the  ad- 
vice which  they  gave  to  the  Governor.  I  donot 
fancy  for  a  moment  that  I  can  destroy  th& 
serenity  of  the  honourable  member  lately  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  because  I  am  well 
aware  that  the  contempt  with  which  he  regards 
representative  institutions  altogether  must,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  colony,  relieve  his  mind 
from  any  anxiety ;  but  this  I  say :  Do  not  leb 
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us  stand  up  and  tallc  alSont  representative 
government  in  this  colony;  knowing  that  here- 
after it  will  be  a  mere  farce.  At  all  events, 
let  us  have  the  honesty  to  acknowledge  that 
this  Constitution,  which  my  honourable  friend 
thought  so  highly  of  once,  is  now  so  chEmged 
in  its  aspect.  Coleridge  says  no  man  need 
be  ashamed  of  having  Men  a  Radical  in  his 
youth,  and  that  a  man  may  as  well  be  ashamed 
of  having  been  a  boy  as  of  having  been  a  Hadi- 
oal.  I  say,  if  we  are  satisfied  with  our  mode 
of  government,  let  us  sweep  away  the  whole  to 
the  winds,  and  not  stand  here  as  the  partisans 
of  a  great  and  monstrous  delusion.  The  late 
Oovemment  levied  forces,  as  I  think,- in  a  state 
of  panic,  and  we  are  here  now  to*vote  money 
and  to  sanction  things  that  they  have  done.  I 
accept  the  position ;  nay,  I  will  go  further  than 
that,  and  say,  if  there  had  been  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  Houses  of  Assembly  being  called 
together,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
Qovcrnor  in  any  case  to  have  accepted  the 
responsibility  of  holding  the  country  safe.  But 
it  is  because  I  see  that  there  was  no  obstacle  to 
calling  the  Assembly  together  for  two  whole 
months  that  I  say  we  are  met  here  to-night  as 
a  mere  form,  as  a  mere  sham,  to  vote  money 
which  the  Executive  Oovemment  has  deprived 
us  of  the  opportvmity  of  expressing  an  opinion 
about  at  all.  I  say  that  the  state  in  which  we 
came  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  to- 
night warrants  the  gravest  deliberation.  The 
present  Government  are  not  responsible  for 
what  occurred  before  they  came  into  ofBce,  and 
I  suppose  the  members — I  will  not  say  the 
better  half  of  the  Government  —  who,  for- 
saking the  old  love,  have  found  protection 
under  the  present  Administration — ^I  will  not 
say  that  these  members  of  the  Government  are 
amenable  to  errors  which  occurred  before  this 
transmigration  of  souls  took  place.  We  must 
accept  tne  Govenmient  as  a  unity  and  an  entity 
— we  must  deal  with  them  as  a  new  Oovem- 
ment ;  and  I  ask  the  Government  to  look  fairly 
at  the  proposal  now  before  us.  This  proposu 
is  of  two  kinds,  and  may  be  considered  from 
two  points  of  view.  It  is  a  proposal  of  a  finan- 
oiskl  character,  and  it  is  a  proposal  bearing 
upon  the  general  policy  of  the  Oovemment. 
In  opening,  I  made  some  remarks  which 
may  tend  to  show,  at  all  events,  the  gigantic 
nature  of  the  proposal  made  to  us.  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  more  remarks  now  to  show  how 
its  financial  character  will  aSect  our  position. 
The  Government  have  been  exceedingly  meagre 
i^  their  explanations  on  this  point.  The  finan- 
cial member  of  the  Oovemment  laid  before  as 
an  exceedingly  clear  but  what  must  be  con- 
sidered a  skeleton  statement,  and  did  not  go 
into  the  possible  consequences  which  might 
flow  from  the  present  into  the  future.  I  want 
the  House  clearly  to  understand  this  point — the 
magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  to  which  we  are  asked . 
to  submit ;  and  'that  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  necessary,  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  colony,  that  it  should  undergo  this 
sacrifice;  in  fiwit,  whether  we  are  going  the 
cheapest  way  to  work — ^whether  some  cheaper 
means  may  not  be  devised  of  attaining  the 
Mr.  FitMOerald 


same  end.  I  find  that  the  ordinary  tevenoe  of 
the  whole  colony  of  New  Zealand  has  increased 
from  the  year  1857  up  to  the  present  time  in 
the  following  proportions :  1857  to  1858,  9  per 
cent. ;  to  1859,  16  per  cent. ;  to  1860,  11  per 
cent. ;  to  1861,  39  pec  cent. ;  to  1862,  56  per 
cent. ;  to  1868,  35  per  cent.  The  House  will 
observe  that  there  is  a  larger  jump  between 
1860  and  1861  than  between  any  of  the  other 
years ;  for,  whereas  the  revenuue  increased  only 
11  per  cent,  the  year  before,  it  increased  39  pec 
cent,  in  the  following  year.  This,  of  cooise,  ¥rs» 
owing  to  the  gold  discovery.  But  the  Haass 
must  recollect  that  that  great  increase,  caosed 
by  the  first  finr^ing  of  these  great  reservcuis  of 
gold,  will  not  continue;  and  so  we  find  tiut 
the  increase  between  1861  ajid  1862  was  56  per 
cent.,  and  for  the  following  year  only  35  pet 
cent.  I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  assume 
that  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  next  &iee 
years  will  not  be  more  than  25  per  cent.  I  eaj 
that  if  we  take  the  estimate  of  the  present  year 
and  the  three  succeeding  years'  revenue,  snd  cal- 
culate upon  an  increase  of  25  per  cent.,  we  shall 
find  that  the  ordinary  revenue  will  omoimt  te 
£690,000,  £800.000,  and  £1,000,000,  in  round 
numbers,  for  the  years  1864,  1865,  and  1866: 
that  wiU  be  about  the  revenue  for  the  next  three- 
years.  I  want  to  show  to  the  House  by  figoies 
what  the  effect  of  these  financial  operations  is 
going  to  be.  As  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
General  Government,  I  have  been  unable  to  Isy 
my  hand  on  a  return,  but  J  t^e  the  figures  d 
the  financial  Minister.  From  1861-62  to  1863-63 
the  expenditure  of  the  Oeneral  Government 
increased  31  per  oeut.,  and  from  1862-63  to 
1863-64  it  will  increase  at  the  rate  of  51  per 
cent. ;  in  other  words,  the  rate  of  our  expendi- 
ture is  increasing  considerably  faster  than  &i 
rate  of  our  revenue.  This  is  the  fact  I  want  to 
point  out — that  the  expenditure  of  the  General 
Government  is  increasing  in  a  greater  ratio 
than  the  revenue ;  and,  assuming'  that  the 
future  expenditure  vrill  increase  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  revenue  increases — assuming  that 
the  increase  of  expenditure  will  only  be  in  the 
ratio  of  the  increase  of  revenue,  say  35  per 
cent. — ^we  shall  have  for  the  expenditnie  in 
1863  tb  1866  the  following  £gures,  adding 
the  £180,000  for  interest  on  the  proposea 
loan:  £440,000, £750,000, £867,000.  Now,iriiai 
I  take  the  balance  between  the  revsiuM 
and  expenditure  of  the  Geiveral  Govenunent> 
I  find  that,  adding  the  inteirest  of  the  debt 
which  we  are  now  about  to  incur,  the  bslaooe 
of  the  revenue  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
General  Government  foe  the  next  three  years 
will  be  as  follows :  1863-64,  £261,000 ;  1864-65, 
£130,000;  1865-66,  £200,000.  I  mean  to  aj 
that  this  estimate  is  made  upon  the  supposi- 
tion of  the  expenditure  of  the  GenenU  Gomfr 
ment  increasing  only  in  the  same  proportion  as 
it  has  done  at  present ;  but  in  my  opinion  it 
will  enormously  exceed  it.  Let  any  honomhle 
member  for  himself  calculate  what  are  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  expenditure  and  revenae 
of  the  General  Government,  and  then  calculate 
what  the  three-eighths  of  the  Customs  ajnoont 
to,  and  he  will  find  in  these  three  yeaa  ^ 
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gradual  and  large  enoroaohment  upon  that 
three-eighths.  Now,  I  have  satisfied  myself — I 
do  not  know  -whether  I  can  satisiy  the  House, 
fox  I  do  not  think  any  man  can  satisfy  himself 
on  a  question  of  this  kind  unless  he  has  care- 
fully gone  through  the  itepis — I  say  that  I  have 
latisfied  myself  that  four  or  five  years  will  not 
hftve  elapsed  before  the  whole  tmree-eighths  of 
the  Customs  will  bo  absolutely  extinguished, 
and  that  the  provinces  will  not  have  one 
particle  of  revenue  except  that  which  they 
derive  from  local  fees  and  tines,  and  that  which 
they  derive  from  the  revenue  of  the  land.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  colony  may  not  be  in  a  state 
in  which  the  provinces  are  called  upon  to  make 
some  sacrifice,  but  before  going  one  step  farther 
I  want  the  House  to  understand  the  nature  of 
the  sacrifice  it  is  going  to  make — that  the  pro- 
vinces will  have  to  abandon  three-eighths  of 
the  Customs,  and  that  no  further  revenue  can 
be  obtained  except  by  laws  taxing  the  people 
of  the  provinces.  Sir,  I  have  dwelt  upon  this 
point  Mcause  I  believe  it  to  be  a  most  im- 
portant one.  Let  me  -ivk,  has  the  House  a 
distinct  opinion  of  what  the  expenditure  of  the 
Provincial  Gfiveinments  is  now?  In  the  last 
year  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  establishments  of 
the  Provincial  Gtovemments — what. I  mean  by 
that  is  not  charges  for  roads  and  works — was 
£276,000:  the  ordinary  revenue  and  the  mis- 
cellaneous receipts  were  £120,000,  and  the 
three-eighths  of  the  Customs  receivable  from 
the  General  Government  was  £144,000;  the 
whole  being  £264,000,  to  pay  £276,000,  and  the 
lest  heid  to  be  obtained  out  of  the  land.  And 
now  we  are  going  to  make  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments pay  the  whole  of  their  ordinary  establish- 
ments of  Government  out  of  a  fund  which  they 
derive  from  the  sale  of  land — that  will  be  the  pro- 
cess eflected  bythe  scheme  of  the  Government. 
Now,  I  wish  to  ask,  in  the  first  place,  is  this 
great  sacrifice  necessary  for  the  colony  ?  That 
is  the  question.  I  have  shown  yon  what  that 
sacrifice  is ;  and  the  House  will  observe  that  I 
have  not  made  this  a  Northern  Island  question, 
nor  a  Middle  Island  one.  We  ore  going  to 
make  this  sacrifice.  Is  it  necessary  for  the 
object  we  havev  in  view?  What  object  have 
you  in  view  ?  Now,  that  is  the  test.  Do  yon 
wont  this  war  concluded,  or  continued  for  an 
indefinite  time?  The  Govenmient  made  two 
proposals  to  us :  they  propose  in  one  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  conclusion,  and  in  the  other  to 
coUmize  the  Northern  Island.  I  accept  the 
fizst  proposal ;  and  I  ma^  say  here  I  have  not 
heard  one  word  agtiinst  it  from  any  quarter. 
We  in  the  Ihliddle  Island  who  think  these  diffi- 
culties have  been  brought  upon  the  colony  by 
the  extraordinary  stupidity  of  the  Government, 
we  who  feel  that  they  have  been  muddling  the 
question  until  they  have  brought  it  into  a  position 
from  which  you  now  cannot  be  extricated  with- 
out violence,  have  not  offered  any  opposition  to 
the  step  taken  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, nor  have  I  heard  one  word  said  that  could 
be  interpreted  as  a  shrinking  from  duty.  But, 
nponthe  merits  of  the  case,  we  claim  a  hearing. 
I  ask,  what  are  the  ultimate  results  to  which 
jon  are  aspiring  in  this  policy  bow  proposed? 


I  say  this  expenditure  is  not  necessary  to  con- 
clude this  war ;  and  I  say  as  an  Englishman, 
ond'as  one  who  has  had  relations  in  the  army 
of  my  Sovereign,  and  who  has  a  deep  sympathy 
with  those  who  are  defending  their  country  at 
the  expense  of  their  lives — I  say  that  I  feel  a 
kind  of  blush  suSnse  my  face  when  I  see  the 
way  in  which  militant  operations  are  carried 
on  in  this  colony.  We  read  of  there  being 
in  India  engagements  of  one  Englishman 
to  twenty  natives ;  but  there  is  something 
himiiliatmg  in  the  condbct  of  the  war  here  at 
present.  Why,  Sir,  there  is  on  aimed  force  in 
this  colony  enough,  with  a  General  who  knew 
how  to  use  it,  to  conquer  not  only  this  Island, 
but  every  island  in  the  Pacific.  I  believe 
General  Cameron  has  at  the  present  moment 
15,000  men  under  his  command  in  different 
parts  of  the  Northern  Island,  and  with  the 
reinforcements  which  are  expected  shortly  this 
number  will  be  increased  to  20,000.  Why,  it 
was  with  a  force  less  than  one-fifth  part  of  this 
that  Sir  Charles  Napier  conquered  the  most 
powerful  and  warlike  tribes  of  Asia.  There  is 
something  absurd  in  getting  together  an  army 
of  such  a  magnitude  to  harass  half.«tarved, 
half-naked,  half-armed  savages,  who  have  be- 
taken themselves  to  the  woods  to  got  out  of  our 
way,  and  to  whom  we  stand  in  the  same 
numerical  relation  as  a  pack  of  hounds  to  the 
gome,  with  the  only  difference  that  the  fox  will 
be  running  at  the  head  of  the  hounds.  No 
language,  indeed,  can  express  the  utter  feeling 
of  contempt  I  have  for  the  military  state  of  the 
Northern  Island.  Is  it  the  first  time  we  have 
fought  the  ^laoris?  Have  we  never  had  a 
Maori  war  before  ?  I  think  we  know  something 
about  that.  Wo  had  then  British  soldiers 
opposed  to  tribes  more  powerful,  and  led  with 
greater  military  skill,  titan  any  Natives  now 
engaged  with  us.  There  was  a  greater  degree 
of  military  dash  amongst  them  then,  and  more 
of  the  attribute  of  savage  courage.  We  had 
then  a  small  population  of  settlers,  which  at 
that  time  might  have  been  swepi  away  by  the 
incursion  of  the  savages.  Did  we  think  it 
necessaiy  then  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace  of  the  colony  to  propose  a  gigantio 
scheme  of  confiscation  of  Native  land,  and  the 
settlement  of  large  military  villages?  No,  Sir: 
limited  as  were  our  financial  operations  in 
those  days,  we  fought  the  Natives  in  the  field 
and  reduced  them  to  terms  of  peace,  and  those 
terms  of  peace  they  have  not  violated  up  to  the 
present  day ;  and  they  have  been  so  far  effective 
that  tiie  colony  has  increased  in  wealth  in  a 
mannerunrivalledinany  part  of  the  world.  You 
have  acquired  the  estates  of  princes.  You  have 
gone  on  since  that  time — almost  by  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Natives — in  unexampled  prosperity. 
Then,  I  ask  you  at  this  time  why  you  require 
so  much  more  defence  than  you  did  then.  If 
at  that  time  you  were  able  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  successful  conclusion  without  the  gigantio 
schemes  now  proposed,  is  it  necessary,  I  say, 
now,  that  we  should  abandon  every  principle 
of  financial  prudence,  and  plunge  into  such  a 
scheme  as  is  now  proposed  to  us?  Sir,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  this  will  have  some  weight  upon 
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the  minds  of  members  in  this  House,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  that  we  should  enter  upon  this 
extravagant  expenditure.  Let  me  ask.  the 
House  to  look  for  one  moment  at  this  view  of 
the  question.  Do  we  see  the  way  to  the  end  of 
this  exx>ense  to  which  wo  axe  now  going  7  Ijook 
at  it  in  a  military  point  of  view.  I  do  not  know 
whether  wo  have  any  military  men  in  this 
House  ;  if  so,  they  will  pay  very  little  attention 
to  what  proceeds  from  a  civilian ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  pay  ver^  little  attention  to  those 
who  refuse  me  my  right  to  hold  an  opinion. 
The  Treasurer  has  caJculated  the  expense  of 
this  war  on  the  idea  that  the  war  will  last  a 
certain  time  and  be  carried  oh  at  a  certain 
rate.  The  Treasurer  has  calculated  in  a  mo^t 
ingenious  manner  that,  if  the  war  began  with 
one  soldier  at  the  beginning  of  the  three 
months,  emd  there  were  so  many  by  the  end  of 
that  time,  that  the  whole  cost  would  be  at 
<bn  average  of  so  much  for  twelve  months.  I 
venture  to  think  that  my  honourable  friend 
would  have  done  better  by  adopting  a  different 
system  of  calculating  the  expenditure.  I  want 
to  know  if  all  the  boats  on  the  Waikato  only 
cost  £9,000.  Are  there  no  bills  out?  Are  there 
not  other  boats  ordered  in  Sydney  ?  I  want  to 
know  what  is  the  rate  of  expenditure  now  with 
the  Waikato  regiments  under  arms,  and  what 
will  be  the  expenditure  when  the  force  is  in- 
creased to  5,000.  If  he  had  taken  this  view  of 
the  question,  I  think  he  would  have  come  to  a 
different  estimate  as  to  what  this  war  is  likely 
to  cost.  Then,  in  passing,  I  wish  to  say  my 
honourable  friend  the  financial  Minister  went 
out  of  his  way — I  will  not  say  to  cast  a  slur 
upon  those  who  have  noticed  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure that  hiad  been  indulged  in  —  but 
went  out  of  his  way  to  give  credit  to  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  for  economy,  and  for  the  vast 
results  which  had  proceeded  from  exceedingly 
small  means.  On  behalf  of  reporj,  on  behalf 
of  rumour,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  cog- 
njzablo  by  Jack,  Tom,  or  Harry  what  money 
is  to  be  charged  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  what  to  the  Coloiiial  Oovemment.  It  must 
be  obvious  and  patent  to  everybody  that  no 
estimate  can  be  made  by  the  pubho  of  that 
which  is  to  be  charged  to  the  colony  and  of 
that  which  is  to  be  chaned  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  at  Home;  but  I  believe  the  re- 
ports were  true  of  the  military  expenditure 
which  is  going  on  now — whether  we  have  got 
to  pay  it  or  the  Home  Government  have  to  pay 
it,  I  do  not  say — but  no  report,  I  believe,  ex- 
tends to  the  real  truth.  Now,  Sir,  X  go  into 
this  policy  of  what  the  Ministry  propose  to  do. 
The  first  thing  they  propose  to  do  is  to  enor- 
mously extend  our  military  frontier.  That  is 
the  fii^t  point.  I  was  perfectly  astonished  the 
other  day  to  hear  the  Treasurer  say  that, 
-although  there  was  a  large  sum  being  paid 
now,  it  would  not  continue  at  the  same  rate, 
and  that  when  the  fresh  troops  arrived  we 
should  have  a  less  expenditure.  I  ask  any 
military  man  this  question :  If  it  cost  you  so 
much  money  to  defend  your  present  frontier, 
favourably  situated  as  it  is  in  regard  to  natural 
defences,  with  a  river  in  front,  with  roads  made 
Ur.  FitzGerald 


at  the  expense  of  the  colony — if  such  be  your 
expenditure  to  command  that  position,  I  ask, 
what  is  going  to  be  your  expenditure  when  you . 
double  the  Ime  of  your  frontier,  and  occupy  a 
district  in  which  you  have  no  water-communi- 
cation and  no  roads — a  line,  for  instance,  from 
Tauranga  to  Kawhia?  The  military  proposal 
now  is  that  we  should  find  troops  to  defend  a 
frontier  three  times  more  extensive  than  at 
present.  Have  you  made  any  detailed  esti- 
mate of  what  it  will  cost  you  to  boUd  redoubts 
from  Tauranga  to  Kawhia,  or  to  transport  po- 
visions  between  the  same  places  ?  I  speak  in 
confidence  that  any  military  authority  will 
back  me  up  that  I  am  speaking  sound  sense 
when  I  say  that,  if  it  cost  so  much  to  nuin- 
tain  the  present  frontier,  it  will  cost  duee 
tmies  as  much  when  that  frontier  is  extended 
as  proposed.  But,  say  honourable  gentlemen, 
as  soon  as  we  have  got  the  frontiers  esta- 
blished, down  will  come  our  military  settleis 
upon  the  broad  lands  of  the  Natives,  and  they 
will  be  as  safe  upon  their  farms  there  as  th^ 
are  now  inside  the  line  of  our  present  defences. 
Safe  indeed — ^with  the  Manukau  fif^staff  cot 
down  within  a  few  miles  of  Auckland,  with 
settlers  murdered  inside  your  lines  I  I  would 
ask  tnese  gentlemen,  is  that  the  beneficent  pro- 
tection which  is  to  be  extended  to  the  setUets 
whose  wives  and  children  are  at  present  mur- 
dered inside  our  own  lines  ?  That  is  ananswer 
to  your  scheme — that  it  is  one  which  I  believe 
it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  out.  The  Bill 
which  we  have  before  us  comprises  two  opera- 
tions which  cannot  be  carried  on  together,  and 
which  it  is  our  duty  to-night  to  separate,  which 
it  is  to  the  interest  of  each  person  in  this 
colony  to  separate,  although  they  be  so  nicely 
blended  one  with  the  other  that  we  canart 
see  the  difference  between  the  two.  Yoa  can- 
not make  war  and  you  cannot  colonize  by  one 
and  the  same  transaction.  Yon  cannot  get 
settlers  to  settle  on  the  lands  of  the  Maoris. 
If  you  had  five  times  the  gigantic  armyyoa 
have  you  could  not  get  these  men  to  s^tle 
without  the  permission  of  the  Maoris.  Yoa 
may  offer  a  reward  for  their  heads,  and  pot 
bloodhounds  on  their  tracks,  bnt,  unless  yaa 
engage  in  transactions  from  whidi  homanitj 
revolts,  you  cannot  carry  on  war  and  colonia- 
tion  at  the  same  time.  We  shall  only  be 
adding  financial  disaster  to  our  jH^sent  diffi- 
culties. I  ask  the  House  to  consider,  if  it  takes 
so  many  men  and  such  an  amount  of  mouCT  to 
defend  the  settlements  which  now  exist,  what 
number  of  men  and  what  amount  of  money  is 
it  going  to  cost  you  when  you  have  settlements 
still  farther  and  farther  in  the  hostile  distzietl, 
and  when  you  have  an  additional  number  of 
troops  to  defend  every  additional  settlement 
you  may  plant  ?  I  ask  you  how  you  are  g«ng 
to  protect  life,  especially  with  that  pluiali^  of 
wives  which  the  Slinister  of  Finance  enlaig«d 
up  on  the  other  day.  Do  you  suppoee  for  oae 
moment  that  you  are  going  to  get  uie  men  who 
are  now  coming  to  this  country  to  settle  down  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives  ?  However  much  settles 
now  living  in  the  country  may  remain  in  places 
of  danger  when  they  have  acquired  homes  by 
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years  of  toil,  which  they  cling  to  like  leeches 
—  homes  upon  the  acquisition  of  which 
they  have  spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives — 
I  say,  however  much  such  persons  may  cling 
to  their  farms  in  spite  of  any  danger,  do  you 
suppose  you  are  going  to  get  new  men,  who  do 
not  care  a  rush  about  the  colony,  who  may 
poesibly  have  been  picked  up  in  the  street,  or 
on  Lambing  Flat,  to  put  their  own  lives  and 
the  lives  of  their  children  in  danger  simply  to 
carry  out  your  theory  ?  I  say  it  is  absurd. 
These  men  who  are  going  to  the  front  will  be 
soldiers,  and  nothing  else ;  they  will  carry  no 
civilization  with  them,  no  colonization  vrith 
them  ;  yon  wUl  make  them  for  three  years 
soldiers,  and  for  the  rest  of  their- lives  ab- 
sentee proprietors.  That  will  be  the  result 
of  the  scheme.  If  you  are  unsuccessful  vour 
money  will  have  been  thrown  into  the  dirt; 
and  if  you  are  successful  you  will,  have  kept 
better  settlers  out  of  the  country.  Now  I  will 
tell  you  my  policy.  Fight  the  Maoris  in  the 
field.  Do  hot  fight  them  by  money,  but  with 
manliness.  Do  not  surround  fifteen  hundred 
Maoris  with  five  thousand  troops;  but  when 
yon  see  a  Maori  follow  him  up  with  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  and  then  you  will  recover  the 
prestige  of  the  British  arms  here,  which  you 
have  lost.  Spend  millions  of  money,  and  the 
Maoris  will,  after  all,  call  you  what  wo  French 
called  the  English — a  race  of  shopkeepers.  We 
'  are  fighting  them  with  money,  with  iron-clad 
Steamers,  which  our  own  soldiers  call  amongst 
Uiemselves,  with  a  refined  ridicule,  the  "  steam 
lap."  You  are  fighting  these  men  really  by 
money,  and  not  by  manliness.  As  you  fight 
them  now,  yon  may  kill  as  many  of  them  as 
yoQ  like,  and  they  will  not  be  one  bit  afraid  of 
you.  We  heard  of  a  Native  who  wrote  the 
other  day  to  Wanganui,  "  Never  mind  the  pa- 
kehas :  they  were  so  many  we  could  not  count 
them ;  but  when  we  can  get  a  chance  of  one 
Maori  to  three  pakehas  we  will  fight  them."  It 
has  been  said  that  the  largest  effect  produced 
by  the  simplest  means  is  the  great  measure 
of  a  civilized  power.  Is  this  the  fact  here? 
What  has  been  spent?  What  has  the  war 
cost  us  already?  I  do  not  know  whether  an 
estimate  has  been  made.  The  Bill  before  us  on 
the  table  of  the  House  shows  that  it  has  cost 
a  million.  Well,  that  is  not  the  policy  we 
ought  to  adopt.  It  is  not  a  humane  policy,  but 
one  which  is  every  hour  provoking  a  war  of 
extermination.  It  is  not  a  wise  policy,  for  it 
keeps  this  colony  in  a  state  of  upsettlement  in 
every  respect.  I  say  this  policy  is  an  unsafe 
and  an  unwise  one,  and  one  which  will  be 
utterly  ruinous  to  the  ilacAris  on  the  one  hand, 
and  financially  ruinous  to  us  on  the  other  hand. 
Sir,  if  I  have  carried  the  House  with  me  so  far 
I  diall  be  satisfied,  for  I  do  beUeve  that  a 
wide  and  ample  discussion  is  not  without 
benefit.  I  am  afraid,  however,'  that  what  I  am 
BOW  going  to  say  will  not  be  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  I  speak  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  population  who  havd  received  no 
aaaistance  from  the  Government,  upon  whom 
no  money  has  been  expended  :  and  I  say  this 
Bill  now  before  the  House  is  a  Bill  simply  for 


the  aggrandizement  of  Auckland  itself ;  that  ib 
has  no  other  object  in  view,  and  will  be  attended 
with  no  other  result.  Let  us  return  with  thi» 
idea  in  our  mind — let  us  return  to  the  military 
question.  You  are  going  to  extend  the  Auck- 
land frontier,  and  confiscate  large  quantities  of 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  timorous  townsfolk 
of  Auckland. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  was  casting  a  slur  upbn  the 
people  of  Auckland  that  they  did  not  deserve. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.  —  I  meant  to  do  so. 
Whether  they  deserve  it  or  not  I  do  not  know, 
of  course.  And  my  impression  is  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  perfectly  right  in  ex- 
pressing his  uneasiness,  as  will  be  seen  on  the 
occasion  of  the  next  election.  I  jdo  not  con- 
sider him  a  representative  of  the  Auckland 
District ;  and  if  I  stood  I  think  the  people  of 
Auckland  would  return  me  and  not  him,  be- ' 
cause  I  believe  the  Auckland  people  think  I  am 
speaking  the  solid  truth.  I  say,  look  at  the 
scheme  with  regard  to  its  effect  upon  Auckland 
and  the  rest  of  the  colony.  I  know  very  well 
what  condition  Auckland  is  in.  It  is  said  in 
the  South,  "  It  is  very  good  for  Auckland."  I 
know  that  only  a  few  people  are  growing  rich ; 
but  six  months  will  not  have  gone  over  before 
popular  indignation  will  be  turned  against  tiia 
means  by  which  this  has  been  brought  about. 
No  man  can  accuse  me  of  speaking  against  one 
part  of  the  colony  in  favour  of  another,  for 
when  I  come  into  this  House  I  absolutely  forget 
that  I  belong  to  any  particular  constituency. 
I  am  now  speaking  for  the  Auckland  people  . 
as  much  as  an;f  other,  and  I  say  that 
this  policy,  while  it  may  be  exceedingly  bene- 
ficial to  the  moneyed  interest  of  Auckland — to 
some  few  men  who  will  be  greatly  benefited  by 
it — will  be  productive  of  tho  worst  results  to 
the  other  classes  of  the  cemmunity.  I  am  not 
afraid  to  specie  to  the  Auckland  people,  and  I 
ask  them  whether,  looking  at  the  question  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  I  am  not  right.  You 
are  going  to  extend  your  frontier.  We  were  told 
that  there  was  to  be  a  general  rise  of  the  Wbi- 
katos,  and  that  Auckland  was  to  be  burned 
down.  It  reminds  me  of  what  Sydney  Smith 
says  of  the  supposed  meditated  invasion  of  the 
British  coast,  as  given  out  in  tho  Morning  Post. 
It  was  to  take  place  positively  on  Monday, 
positively  on  Tuesday,  positively  on  Wednesday, 
and  positively,  for  the  last  time  of  invading,  on 
Saturday.  I  ask,  was  there  any  more  chance  of 
Auckland  being  invaded  than  Wellington,  Tara- 
naki,  Hawke's  Bay,  or  Wanganui  ?  What  dfd 
you  do  for  these  places  ?  Did  you  extend  your 
frontier-lines  there?  Have  you  made  those 
places  secure  by  building  vast  lines  of  redoubts  ? 
Have  you  provided  any  defences  for  Welling- 
ton, or  any  other  place  ?  Where  do  they  begin, 
where  do  they  end,  what  is  the  cost,  or  has 
there  been  one  single  iota  of  consideration  on 
the  subject  ?  It  must  have  struck  every  one 
that,  with  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Island  in 
this  condition,  the  whole  attention  of  the  Minis- 
try has  been  devoted  to  Auckland,  which,  in 
a  militarv  point  of  view,  is  ten  times  easier  of 
defence  tni^  any  other  town.  Nothing  is  ne- 
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cessary  but  to  destroy  the  cuioes  vxi  close  up 
the  small  peninsula  near  Otahuhn.  No  other 
part  of  the  colony  could  be  defended  with  as 
little  expense  as  Auckland.  Look  at  Welling- 
ton :  what  would  be  a  line  of  defence  there, 
with  no  natural  divisions  of  water  ?  Therefore 
I  say  this  great  Maori  question  has  been  inade 
solely  and  exclusively  an  Auckland  question. 
Was  it  not  a  cause  of  complaint  at  the  South 
that  they  could  not  get  arms  ?  Were  they  not 
sending  up  mail  after  mail  for  arms,  and  could 
not  get  them? — so  that  you  might  think  that 
the  Government  were  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  there  was  no  colony  out  of  Auckland.  I 
know  that  when  the  Maungatawhiri  was 
crossed  great  fears  were  expressed  for  Wel- 
lington, and  I  say,  nothing  else  but  the  firm, 
open,  and  kind  conduct,  and  at  the  same  time 
resolute,  character,  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Wellington — nothing  else  but  that  could  have 
kept  the  Maoris  quiet.  The  language  used  by 
my  honourable  friend  has  done  that  to  keep 
the  Maoris  quiet  at  Wellington  which  your 
armies  have  not  done  at  Auckland.  Now,  I 
am  going  to  pursue  an  unpopulsu:  subject.  I 
wish  to  go  back  into  the  past  history  of  the 
colony,  when  Auckland  was  first  settled.  His- 
tory is  the  great  avenger,  for,  if  we  cannot  speak 
of  the  past,  history  is  of  no  use  to  us.  I  ask, 
when  Auckland  was  first  settled,  was  it  not 
the  most  constant  persistent  conclusion  of  the 
southern  settlers  and  the  New  Zealand  Com- 
pany that  the  Oovemment  weee  attempting  to 
found  a  settlement  in  a  place  which,  owing  to 
the  fact  of  its  being  in  the  midst  of  warlike 
tribes,  it  would  be  impossible  to  colonize  efB- 
ciently  ?  I  was  not  then  in  New  Zealand.  I  may 
be  wrong,  but  I  will  identify  myself  with  that 
view,  using  "we"  in  that  sense.  .Did  we  not 
tell  you,  I  say,  at  that  time  that  yon  were  en- 
gaging in  an  impossibility,  and  for  two  or  three 
years  was  it  not  the  cause  of  a  great  quarrel 
that  you  were  going  to  attempt  to  colonize  in 
the  very  worst  jpart  of  the  Island  ?  Look  at  it  in 
this  point  of  view.  Suppose  a  man  came  from 
th,e  moon  or  elsewhere,  and  he  was  told,  "  Here 
ore  three  islands  with  a  beautiful  climate,  fine 
soil,  and  every  advantage  which  beneficent 
Nature  can  give;  there  is  one  part  of  these 
islands  thickly  inhabited  by  a  warlike,  ferocious 
race,  just  rising  out  of  extreme  savagery ;  in 
another  part  of  these  islands  there  is  none  of 
these  people,  and  it  can  be  cultivated  with 
little  expense  and  without  war :"  would  any 
reasonable  man  have  neglected  the  land  free 
from  these  disadvantages,  and  gone,  in  a  spirit 
of  perversity  which  there  is  no  accoimting  for, 
and  settled  himself  down  in  the  most  warlike 
and  obstructed  part  of  the  Island  7  Is  not  the 
thing  absurd,  I  say,  that  this  is  what  has  been 
done  7  The  first  Governor  of  New  Zealand,  at- 
tracted by  the  magnificent  commercial  position 
of  this  pletce — unequalled,  I  believe,  in  the  world 
for  its  Deauty  of  scenery ;  unequalled  in  the 
South  if  there  were  no  obstruction — indifferent 
to  that  great  peril,  of  whi&h  he  was  over  and 
over  again  warned,  but  which  WEiming  he  neg- 
lected,^ founded  his  settlement  in  a  place 
where  it  was  certain  he  would  receive  perma- 
Hr,  FiUOerald 


nent  obstruction.  We  are  now  called  to 
firm  and  supplement  that  great  mistake  i 
by  the  first  Governor  of  this  colony.  We  are 
called  ux>on  to  carry  on  that  system  which  lie 
attempted  to  carry  on  in  spite  of  all  considen- 
tions  for  humanity  and  nature  ;  we  are  called 
upon  to  colonize  Auckland  at  the  expense  of  the 
Southern  Island.  That  is  the  real  trutb.  Too 
cannot  escape  from  it.  We  are  asked  to  give 
up  all  the  prosperity  we  have  achieved  to  ckat 
away  that  which  stands  in  the  way  of  ooloninng 
the  Northern  Island.  That  is  the  real  truth, 
evade  it  how  you  will ;  and  Auckland,  ■whta  it 
considers  the  truth,  will  believe  what  I  aa 
saying.  There  is  another  consideration  whieb, 
before  I  conclude,  if  I  do  not  tire  the  Houae, 
I  will  refer  to — a  consideration,  indeed — I  nj 
it  most  earnestly,  and  do  appeal  to  the  House 
— a  consideration  more  important  than  any 
other  that  can  be  presented  to  us:   we  have 

gassed  a  Bill  giving  the  Governor  power  to 
eclare  any  district  in  a  state  of  insor- 
rection.  We  have  passed  a  Bill  foqiendinc 
every  right  of  which  Englishmen  are  pruad 
and  most  tenacious,  for  the  purpose  of  arming 
the  Governor  with  unheard-of  powers.  Tboe 
cure  now  two  more  Bills  put  on  the  table,  th« 
one  speaking  in.  more  definite  lajignage  than 
the  other ;  and  these  wo  are  asked  to  consider. 
We  are  told  in  both  Bills  that  it  is  intended  to 
confiscate  this  land.  There  is  provision  in  tbe 
estimates  for  confiscating  this  land  not  only, 
in  those  districts  in  insurrection,  but  those  co 
the  verge  of  rebellion.  Admit  that  the  wbola 
of  the  Natives  in  the  Northern  Island  are  oi- 
gaged  in  one  gigantic  insurrection — thoeaie 
the  broad  lands  of  Hawke's  Bay,  of  Wanganui, 
we  are  going  to  confiscate  them  all.  I  will 
not  predict  what  influence  this  will  have  ojpoB 
the  minds  of  the  Natives,  but  it  would  sot 
surprise  me  if  I  heard  any  morning  the  news 
that  the  Natives  had  given  Napier  to  the  fiazn^. 
It  is  written  upon  your  acts  that  yoa  h  v» 
made  up  your  mmds.  What  have  the  Nati'-ai 
to  hope  for  when  you  have  announced  to  tt.n 
that  you  are  going  to  confiscate  what  is  dearex 
to  them  than  their  lives  7  You  might  as  well 
have  headed  the  Bill  "A  Bill  for  carrying  on  a 
War  against  the  Natives,  and  for  confiscatii^ 
the  Native  Lands ;"  for  I  am  persuaded  that  vill 
be  the  fact  if  this  measure  passes  into  law.  It 
will  be  a  measure  to  drive  every  Native  in  tin 
Island  into  rebellion ;  or,  if  they  do  not  a^ifft 
that  course,  it  will  be  from  that  spirit  of  miser- 
able hopelessness  and  helplessness  which  will 
certainly  fit  them  to  be  our  slaves  for  the 
future.  If  that  is  the  consummation  dasind, 
it  will  most  certain^  be  attained.  I  say  thst 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  Govemmuit  an 
of  two  distinct  kinds :  they  ptopode  to  end  the 
war,  and  they  propose  to  colonize  the  Provinoe 
of  Auckland.  Sir,  I  have  shown  the  House 
quite  clearly,  and  my  honourable  friend  tix 
member  for  Dunedin  North — both  have  sbon 
the  House  that  if  you  are  going  to  colonize  the 
Province  of  Auckland  in  this  manner  yon  mart 
do  it  at  the  expense  of  the  South.  I  showed 
very  clearly  that  you  were  going  to  colonise 
this  provinoe  at  the  expense  of  the  Sonth.   I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1868.] 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  BiU. 


887 


uk  the  House  to  consider  for  one  momeiit  vhat 
to  its  duty  tipou  such  a  proposal  as  this  being 
sninnittea  to  it.  I  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  to  consider  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  proposal.  Does  he  form  any 
idea  of  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  proposal  ? 
Does  he  think  of  the  great  future  extending 
before  the  Province  of  Nelson — of  those  great 
mgagements  into  which  the  proTince  must 
mter,  those  great  duties  which  must  be  im- 
posed on  it,  to  open  up  the  western  conntiy,  as 
irell  as  its  gold-producing  resources  ?  I  ask  the 
bonoorable  member  for  Nelson  City,  does  he 
Ounk  it  necessary  to  pledge  the  revenue  of 
that  rising  province  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
ipon  such  a  scheme  as  this,  not  for  defending 
lackland,  not  for  establishing  the  British  law, 
bat  for  colonizing  this  part  of  the  colony?  I 
uk  the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch, 
between  whom  and  myself  some  angry  words 
bare  passed,  but  who  will,  I  know,  agree  with 
me  that  we  should  do  justice  to  our  consti- 
tuency, and  who  knows  that  I  am  speaking  the 
nind  of  a  large  ntmiber  of  the  people  in  the 
E>roviDce  of  Canterbury — I  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  the  position  in  which  Can- 
terbury will  be  placed  if  we  enter  into  this  extra- 
)rdinar7  operation.  Canterbury  has  engaged 
m  financieu  operations  which,  look  at  them 
IS  we  will,  must  necessitate  great  caution  and 
cesponsibUity.  The  honourable  member  for 
Christchnrch  knows  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Provincial  Council  for  the  last  two  years  that 
a  poUcy  has  been  established  which  can  only 
be  carried  into  successful  operation  by  the  ut- 
most skill.  We  have  crowds  and  crowds  of 
people  flocking  upon  us.  We  have  works  going 
on  which  we  cannot  stop — great  publio  works 
uid  liabilities  to  meet,  and  our  first  duty  is 
towards  the  vast  population  that  will  inhabit 
onr  colony.  I  asK  my  honourable  friend  to 
consider  what  will  be  the  effect  If  some  great 
Bnoncial  crisis  should  sweep  the  country,  and 
those  emigrants  we  are  now  bringing  in  under 
i  certain  condition  of  things  should  hereafter 
Bnd  that  they  have  been  deceived.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchnrch  must 
agree  that  we  must  give  the  very  greatest  care 
to  th^  position  of  affairs  in  the  South.  If 
^ou  take  the  money  of  the  South  to  colonize 
the  North  you  are  interfering  with  the  finon- 
:ial  arrangements  of  the  Middle  Island,  which 
interference  is  likely  to  cause  one  of  those 
snses  which  are  often  the  cause  of  so  much 
salamity.  But  we  are  absolutely  stopping  the 
M>lonization  of  the  country.  Now,  the  question 
[  put  to  the  honourable  gentleman  is  this :  Are 
ve  prepared  to  suspend  the  colonization  of  the 
diddle  Island  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  colonization  of  the  North  Island  ?  I  am 
lot  speaking  of  the  infringement  of  the  law. 
[  am  prepared  to  vote  any  sum  of  money  neoes- 
iary  to  restore  peace  to  the  oolong  and  the 
tuuiority  of  Her  Majesty ;  but  I  wish  to  dis- 
tinguish between  that  and  .the  assumed  neces- 
nt^  of  entering  into  a  perilous  scheme  for 
iolonizing  the  Northern  Island.  I  turn  to  the 
lonontable  members  for'  Otago,  and  ask  them, 
lo  they  not  culsider  that,  with  the  enormous 


rush  of  people  there— -not  brought  into  the 
colony  by  the  action  of  the  Qovemment,  but 
brought  by  the  aid  of  Providence  itself — I  ask 
them,  do  they  not  consider  that  a  great  duty 
and  responsibility  devolves  upon  them  to  see 
that  their  means  are  not  curtailed  by  opening 
up  the  lands  of  the  North  ?  I  mi^ht  appeal  to 
the  honourable  members  for  WeUington,  Tara- 
naki — nay,  I  might  appeal  to  Auckland  itseU, 
and  I  might  say  to  Auckland  with  perfect  con- 
fidence. You  wUl  never  colonize  this  province 
by  means  of  war  so  rapidly  as  by  means  of 
peace.  Why,  the  land  which  has  been  bought 
from  the  Natives  has.  cost  on  on  average  Is.  per 
acre.  Now  we  ore  asked  to  vote  Chree  millions 
of  money  to  buy  up  four  millions  of  acres. 
Why,  this  policy,  has  raised  the  price  of  land 
from  Is.  to  something  like  17s.  per  acre.  Those 
who  are  not  living  by  the  war,  but  who  are 
suffering  by  the  war,  as  the  great  majority  of 
the  population  are,  will  aU  agree  with  me  that 
if  you  once  admit  the  Native  race  to  the  same 
law  and  privileges  as  yourselves — if  you  allow 
them  to  dispose  of  their  land — there  will  be 
plenty  for  the  inhaoitants  of  Auckland,  which 
they  can  enjoy  ten  times  more  rapidly,  and  at 
one-tenth  of  the  cost,  without  the  chance  of  a 
bullet  through  their  head,  than  by  means  of 
this  scheme.  I  now  enter  upon  what  may  not 
be  a  very  palatable  subject.  I  do  appeal  to  the  ' 
House  on  behalf  of  the  Native  race,  whom  I 
am  certain  the  policy  we  are  now  pursuing  will 
tend  to  drive  ^to  rebellion.  .  I  appeal  to  the 
House  on  behalf  of  them,  and  say  they  are 
worthy  of  a  better  policy  thJEin  we  are  now  pro- 
posing to  carry  out.  I  say  you  must  maJce  a 
great  allowance'  for  this  race,  which  has  only 
recently  emerged  out  of  barbarism.  I  appeal 
to  all  those  who  have  lived  amongst  the  Natives, 
who  have  acquired  friends  amongst  them,  and 
who  thoroughly  understand  their  character. 
I  appeal  to  them  whether  it  is  wise  to  drive 
this  race  into  a  state  which  ultimately  must 
result  in  compelling  us  to  shoot  them  down 
like  dogs.  I  said  lost  session  you  must  either 
win  the  confidence  of  the  Natives  by  showing 
them  that  you  do  not  want  to  rob  them,  or  you 
must  exterminate  them  like  wild  beasts.  I 
confess  I  have  seen  no  serious  efforts  mode  to 
win  the  confidence  of  the  Native  race ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  that  we  have  been  driving  them 
into  a  state  of  rebellion  for.their  ovra  security, 
and  then  robbing  them  foroni  own  profit.  Bat 
what  will  be  the  aspect  of  our  conduct  in  the 
eyes  of  the  English  7  Shall  it  be  said  of  ns — 
we  who  have  repudiated  most  indignantly  the 
charge  that  we  were  prosecuting  the.  war  for 
our  own  aggrandizement  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  Native  race  —  we  who  have  scouted 
the  notion  of  grasping  the.  Native  lands  as  an 
idea  which  had  never  entered  our  righteous 
souls — shall  it  go  Home  that  we  who  have 
accepted  the  responsibility  of  Native  affairs 
have  made  it  one  of  our  first  acts  to  deprive  the 
Natives  of  one-half  of  their  broad  lands  in  the 
Northern  Island  7  It  may  be  a  sad  and  peiin- 
fnl  necessit^r  that  we  should  do  so,  but  they 
will  not  behove  it  in  England,  but  will,  I  am 
afraid,  consider  it  aa  azMedingly  qaestionaUe 
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tmnsaction.  I  am  not  indifferent — ^I  am  not 
BO  thiok-hided  as  to  be  indifferent  —  to  what 
they  think  of  us  in  England.  I  have  a  great 
respect  for  sach  opinions,  guided  as  they  are 
by  men  of  enlightenment,  great  influence,  and 
noble  aspirations.  I  say  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
different to  what  the  public  opinion  in  England 
may  be  as  to  this  nignt's  debate.  - 1  say  that 
never  in  the  history  of  this  colony — never  before, 
and  never  again,  perhaps,  will  this  House  have 
met  on  so  important  an  occasion.  I  do  hope  the 
Honse  will  consider  this  point  so  that  it  may 
not  be  turned  to  out  injury — ^which  it  will  be 
when  the  men  of  the  Home-country  see  that  we 
are  spending  the  hard-earned  tax-pennies  of  the 
English  taxpayers  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  colonists  of  Kew  Zealand  to  aggrandize 
themselves  with  the  lands  of  the  Natives. 
That  would  be  a  degradation  which  we  should 
Qot  submit  to.  I  came  to  this  colony  with  far 
from  the  intention  of  making  a  fortime,  but  I 
.  came  for  the  purpose  of  helping  on  the  great 
heroic  work  which  Lord  Bacon  calls  colonising 
a  country.  If  there  .is  one  thing  dearer  to  me 
than  another  it  is  this — a  work  which  I  have 
been  engaged  in  for  the  best  part  of  my  life. 
I  wish  to  say  one  thing  personal  to  myself 
and  to  my  honourable  friend  on  the  Treasury 
.  benches.  We  know  that  when  the  late  Oovem- 
ment  went  out  of  office  the  Qovemor  sent  for 
the  honourable  member  for  Rangitikei.  Sir, 
my  honourable  friend  will,  I  am  sure,  forgive 
me  for  alluding  not  in  an  unkindly  spirit,  but 
in  a  most  kindly  spirit,  to  what  passed  between 
us  then.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  said  that  the 
opposition  I  feel  to  the  Government  on  this 
occasion  is  from  any  feeling  on  my  part  that  I 
was  not  included  in  the  Government.  I  told 
my  honourable  friend  that  I  would  support  him 
most  cordially  out  of  office ;  and,  as  I  think  I 
hiave  mentioned  this  subject  to  several  honour- 
able members  out  of  office,  my  honourable 
friend  is  entitled  to  some  explanation.  When 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  spoke  to 
me  I  said  I  beUeved  the  safety —at  all  events 
the  well-conduct — of  the  Government  required 
titiat  there  should  be  a  coalition,  which  should 
be  made  on  equal  terms — that  there  should  be 
an  equal  number '  of  both  parties  introduced 
into  the  Government.  I  think  my  honourable 
friend  has  committed  the  imfortunate  mistake 
of  going  unprepared  into  the  camp  of  the 
Philistines.  I  do  not  call  it  a  coalition  Govern- 
ment, but  a  sacrifice  which  has  been  all  on 
one  side.  If  the  honourable  member  were 
sitting  on  any  other  bench — if  he  werp  sitting 
at  this  moment  where  I  wish  he  was  sitting — 
at  my  side — no  member  could  have  proposed  a 
policy  more  hostile  to  the  Native  race,  or  more 
contradictory  of  the  opinions  which  he  lately 
advocated,  than  the  Government  now  sitting  on 
that  bench.  I  believe  the  conduct  of  the 
honourable  member,  when  he  abandoned  the 
position  of  chief  Minister,  was  that  of  a  real 
patriot,  and  that  his  earnest  wish  was  to  perve 
his  country;  but  I  do  think  he  has  made  a 
^rave  mistake,  and  that  he  has  sacrificed  his 
interest  in  the  Native  race  for  the  position  he 
now  holds.  If  any  words  of  mine  could  have' 
Mr.  FUiQtrald 


effect  they  would  be  that  he  should  abandon 
that  position,  and  leave  the  reBponsibility  of 
carrying  out  these  measures  to  uoee  who  ap- 
proved of  them.  I  believe  the  hoaoaraJbu 
member  has  acted  in  a  thorough  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice,  and  I  believe  he  is  making  sacrificea 
every  day  and  every  hour  that  are  as  peiniol  to 
himself  as  they  are  unsatisfactory  to  his  friendf. 
I  feel  that  the  honourable  member  has  goBB 
to  draw  water  from  the  wells  and  has  heea 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy.  My  honoorabla 
friend  will  forgive  me,  I  am  snre,  for  making 
these  remarks,  for  I  melke  them  that  there  may 
be  no  misnndertanding  between  as  in  conae- 
quence  of  our  having,  after  trying  to  bring 
about  a  coalition  of  parties,  been  broa^t  into  a 
position  in  which  I  have  earnestly  0|^>03«d  a 
measure  which  the  honourable  member  faac 
lent  himself  to. 

Mr.  FOX. — Sir,  lest  this  debate  should  lapse, 
I  place  myself  in  the  painful  position  otTnaking 
another  sacrifice  —  that  which  is  involved  in 
rising  so  lately  after  the  hononrable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  The  honourable  mao- 
bei  addressed  the  House  for  a  full  period  of  two 
hours,  and  the  House  listened  m  rapt  and 
silent  attention  to  the  oration  which  ne  de- 
livered ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  a  gentleman  of 
his  great  oratorical  powers,  of  his  ready  flnency, 
of  his  fine  harmonious  voice,  and  of  his  awful 
presence,  should  appeal  to  this  Honse  on  a 
topic  of  such  vital  interest  as  that  on  which  he 
has  addressed  the  House,  and  the  House  should 
allow  a  single  word  which  fell  from  him  to- 
escape  its  attention.  But,  though  it  is  to 
extremely  agreeable  on  all  occasions  to  listoi 
to  that  honourable  member  when  he  poors 
forth  that  torrent  of  oratory  vrith  which  h*  is 
gifted,  yet  on  the  present  occasion  I  have  been 
extremely  disappointed  in  the  character  and 
substwcLce  of  the  speech  which  he  has  delivered 
to  this  House :  not  from  any  weakness  in  hii 
powers  of  eloquence,  not  from  any  want  of  Uu 
exhibition  of  those  great  talents  which  he  so 
well  knows  how  to  use  with  effect,  bnt  became 
I  did  expect  on  this  occasion  he  would  ban 
addressed  himself  to  a  plain — bnt  perhaps  I  «as 
wrong  in  expecting  that — practictJ,  and  critieat 
inquiry  into  the  real  merits  of  that  finanrMl 
scheme  which  perhaps  the  Honse  iniBy  haw 
forgotten  is  at  this  moment  under  its  considsa- 
tion.  Two  courses  were  open  to  the  hononraUs 
member :  one  would  have  been  to  address  him- 
self, in  that  Cooker-like  spirit  displayed  by  ths 
honourable  member  who  introduced  this  amend-  • 
ment  and  played  that  part  which  he  so  <^tea 
plays,  of  funny  man  to  this  House,  to  a  titact 
examination  of  the  financial  operation  of  oar 
scheme ;  or  he  might  have  confined  himtelf  t» 
a  discussion  upon  the  policy  of  the  Govemmest 
which  was  to  be  earned  out  by  the  finanrirf 
plan  which  we  have  laid  before  the  Home. 
The  honourable  member  unfortunately  confined 
himself  to  neither  of  these  lines,  in  either  d 
which  he  was  qualified  to  shine,  but  mixed  op 
the  two  in  such  a  promiscuous  manner  that  he 
has  left  on  my  mind,  and  on  my  notes,  an 
impression  so  imperfect  and  so  confused  that  he 
has,  I  am  greatly  afraid  on  his  own  aocoont, 
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ailecl  to  impress  the  Honse  with  that  power 
if  anpunent  and  strong  conviction  which  will 
mable  him  to  defeat  the  measore  before  the 
louse.  When  I  come  to  look  at  the  notes 
rhioh  I  have  on  my  paper  I  find  him  deliver- 
ng  himself  of  an  argument  something  to  the 
bUowing  efiect :  First  of  all,  he  commenced 
nth  a  comparison  between  the  position  of  this 
iolon^  relatively  to  its  debt  and  that  of  Great 
Bntam,  in  which  the  honourable  member 
ihowed  that  we  were  about  to  be  involved  in  a 
lebt  much  heavier  than  that  under  which  the 
nhabitants  of  that  country  are  no w  placed .  He 
ihenproceeded  to  a  discussion  on  constitutional 
nghts,  and  glanced  at  the  topics  of  a. certain 
BiU  which  he  said  had  lately  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  this  House.  Then  he  reverted  to  the 
Snancial  as^ct  of  the  question,  referred  to  the 
laciifice  which  he  said  was  to  be  made,  and  the 
roestion  whether  it  vras  worth  while  to  make 
Die  sacrifice.  Then  he  played  the  part  of  a 
rpecial  correspondent,  and  criticised  the  mili- 
Uuy  operations  of  the  General,  examining  the 
character  of  the  movements  of  the  army,  and 
the  prospect  of  a  successful  result  being  attained 
in  the  Waikato  country,  tie  then  reverted 
again  to  smother  financial  question,  and  dis- 
Bussed  our  position  relative  to  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  He  next  criticised  oar  system  of 
military  villages,  and  then,  finJHhmg  what  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  amount  to  a  distinct  line  of 
argument  against  the  policy  laid  down  by  my 
hononiable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  he 
struck  ont  particularly  boldly  his  own'  policy, 
which  he  told  us  consisted  in  simply  going 
ia  and  fighting  the  Maoris.  From  that  point 
my  notes  become  somewhat  obscure.  I  will 
not  have  recourse  to  the  artifice  of  William 
Pitt,  who,  on  the  first  occasion  when  he  was 
opposed  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Erskine,  oom- 
nenced  making  very  copious  notes,  and  went 
on  'for  some  tune,  till  at  last  he  deliberately 
took  his  penknife  and  struck  it  through  them,  a 
proceeding  which  completely  disconcerted  his 
opponent.  I  should  not  be  justified  in  treating 
the  honourable  member  with  the  contempt 
such  a  proceeding  would  indicate,  nor  do  I 
beUeve  that,  with  his  coolness  and  assurance, 
he  would  in  the  Uaat  feel  it ;  but  I  do  find  that 
the  rest  of  the  thread  of  his  story  is  extremely 
confused  and  entangled,  and  offers  no  notes  on 
which  I  could  hang  any  observations  by  way  of 
reply,  till  at  last  I  come  to  that  part  of  his 
speech  in  which  he  appealed,  with  a  degree 
of  skill  and  adroitness,  not^  to  any  reasoning 
foculty  by  which  honourable  members  might  be 
swayed,  but  to  every  possible  interest.  As  I 
have  said,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  follow  him 
through  any  of  those  various  fragments  of  argu- 
ment with  which  he  favoured  us.  Such  a  speech, 
no  doubt,  will  naturally  produce  an  effect  at 
the  moment ;  but  when  a  House  like-  this  has 
to  deal  with  great  facts,  such  as  a  rebellion — to 
count  up  an  array  of  from  five  to  ten  thousand 
aimed  Natives  drawn  up  within  a  few  miles  of 
where  we  are  now  sitting — ^when  it  has  under 
oonsideiatiou  financial  schemes  comprising 
large  sums  of  money  to  be  expanded  in  praoti- 


oal  systems  of  colonization — ^the  Honse  soon,  I 
think,  returns  from  its  admiration  of  such  orato- 
rical efforts  to  the  plain  and  practical  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  before  it.  And  now  that  the 
House  has  had  the  great  treatof  the  evening, 
I  trust  it  will  soon  return  to  the  calm  considera- 
tion of  the  practical  business  which  is  before  it. 
What  is  this  plan  which  is  under  discussion  ?' 
It  is  simply  this :  The  present  Government 
believe,  and  a  Ishrge  section  of  the  population  of 
this  country  believe;  that,  though  we  may,  with 
the  powerful  aid  which  the  British  Government 
has  placed  at  out  disposal,  and  that  large 
auxifiary  armament  which  we  have,  at  a  great 
pecuniary  sacrifice,  already  added  to  the  colo- 
nial force,  and  to  which,  at  a  still  greater 
sacrifice,  we  propose  to  odd — though  we  may 
hunt  the  Maoris  up  and  dovm  the  country  till< 
we  exterminate  them,  yet  we  should  never  so 
restore  to  this  country  a  state  of  tranquillity^, 
peace,  and  obedience  to  the  law  by  the  Maoris 
till  we  had  actually  completed  their  extermina- 
tion. We  feel  what  those  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  this  country  and  those  who  have 
studied  the  course  of  events  elsewhere  must 
feel — that  we  must  adopt  some  other  system 
than  that  which  has  been  yet  adopted  to  settle 
the  quarrels  of-  the  great  nations  of  the  world. 
It  is  not  by  one  pitched  battle  with  a  people 
whom  yoq  can  never  bring  to  a  pitched  battle, 
or  by  pursuing  them  across  swamps  and  moun- 
tains, that  we  can  hope  satisfactorily  to  put  an 
end  to  the  disturbed  state  of  this  oountnr;  but 
we  must  take  substantial  guarantees  for  the 
future,  and  establish  a  barrier  against  insnr- 
rection  that  insurrection  can  never  hope  to 
pass.  Now,  what  does  the  honourable  member 
who  has  addressed  the  House  in  detenpined 
opposition  to  the  Government  scheme  proiwse 
as  a  substitute  for  it?  He  has  simply  said,. 
"  Go  in  and  beat  the  Maoris  in  the  field."  If 
the  honourable  member  would  take  my  place,, 
and  go  in  and  beat  the  Maoris  in  the  field,  the 
country  would  be  extremely  thankful  to  him : 
but  will  he  do  that?  -  Or  will  he  tell  us  how  to 
do  it  ?  You  cannot  carry  on  a  war  against  & 
nation  of  fleas.  I  mean  no  indignity  to  the 
Maori  race,  who  are  a  brave  and  manly,  and,  in 
the  matter  of  war,  an  heroic  race — for,  Sir,  they 
have  done  in  this  war  acts  of  really  an  heroio 
character.  I  never  saw  a  nobler  act  than  that 
which  occurred  at  Taranaki  the  other  day, 
when  a  large  section  of  the  British  army  was 
swarming  up  the  sides  of  a  hill,  scattering  the 
Maori  forces  before  them,  and  a  single  chief 
stood  up  before  the  troops  and  said,  "Here  I 
am,"  and  was  shot  down  at  the  head  of  his 
people.  I  did  not  mean  them  any  indignity,  but 
I  alluded  to  their  habits  of  war,  which  render 
it  necessary  we  must  meet  them  not  with  large 
military  armaments,  platoons,  battalions,  and 
the  usual  means  employed  in  European  war- 
fare, but  must  adopt  an  entirely  different 
system ;  and  such  a  ^tem  the  Government 
have  proposed  and  bebeve  in.  The  system  ia 
before  the  House,  and,  though  we  have  not  said 
exactly  on  what  spots  we  are  going  to  plao» 
settlements,  it  is  simply  this :  the  occupation 
of  the  rebel  tenitoiy  by  European  populatito. 
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Give  us  the  money  which  we  say  is  needful  to 

cony  out  this  system,  and,  God  willing,  we  will 
go  in  and  do  it.  I  believe  it  is  practicable,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  means  of  restoring  peace  and 
Older  to  this  country.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber has  spoken  of  the  great  financial  sacrifices 
involved  m  borrowing  a  million  of  money.  A 
million  ol  money  seems  to  be  a  very  large 
thing,  and  it  is  a  very  large  thing,  but  it  is  not, 
After  all,  so  very  great  an  amount  in  the 
financial  history  of  the  colony.  We  shall  soon 
begin  to  calculate  our  revenue  by  millions ;  and 
the  one  million  in  dispute — for  the  honourable 
member  admits  the  necessity  of  the  rest — ^is 
not,  after  all,  so  very  overwhelming  a  matter. 
'What  is  the  sacrifice  which  for  the  last  three 
years  the  Northern  Island  has  been  making  ? 
The  sacrifice  of  its  whole  colonization.  That 
has  been  almost  entirely  put  a  stop  to.  Look 
at  the  population  of  WelliDgton  —  not  larger 
than  it  was  three  or  four  years  ago — and  that 
«f  Taranaki,  which  has  dwindled  away  under 
a  desolating  war;  and,  to  prevent  the  colony 
*■  sacrificing  "  one  million,  are  we  to  be  called 
npon  to  sacrifice  many  millions — sacrifice  the 
colonization  of  this  Island  ?  I  will  not  follow 
the  honourable  member  into  his  criticism  upon 
the  events  of  the  recent  campaign,  thou^  I 
think  that  criticism  was  highly  unjust  and  un- 
fair to  the  military  engaged  in  it.  He  has 
made  no  allowance  at  all  for  thecircuntstances 
«f  the  case  —  the  sudden  and  unprepared 
maimer  in  which  General  Cameron  and  his 
forces  were  called  out  at  a  day's  notice  to  take 
aggressive  ste^w,  as  well  as  maintain  a  frontier 
ofdefence  against  the  enemy.  He  has  omitted, 
too,  the  fact  that  this  was  done  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  and  that  even  now,  in  November,  it  is 
impossible  for  a  week  together  to  move  either 
men  or  horses ;  and  that  those  accessories 
which  were  aVsolntely  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  plan  of  the  campaign — such  as  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  riverrfrontage  of  Waikato  —  have 
not  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  more 
than  a  few  weeks ;  that  .he  has  been  waiting 
for  reinforcements  which  have  only  now  arrived ; 
eo  that,  in  reality,  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber proclaims  as  a  failure  of  the  war  has  only 
been  the  commencement  and  the  foundation 
ai>on  which  a  larger  superstructure  is  to  be 
raised.  And,  as  to  our  policy  of  attack,  how 
lon^  have  we  been  in  office  to  advise  any  plans 
■which  might  be  of  assistance  to  the  General  ? 
We  have  had  but  one  fortnight  to  do  it  in ;  and 
the  honourable  member  must  be  an  exceedingly 
impatient  man  and  of  an  extremely  ardent 
temperament  if  he  thinks  that,  in  that  fort- 
night, we  could  bring  the  war  to  a  termination. 
It  wiU  not  terminate  yet.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  war  will  be  snused  out  By  any  one  blow ; 
and,  if  a  hasty  submission  were  produced,  it 
would  not  be  permanent.  But  how  long  may 
the  regiments  now  in  this  country  remain  here  ? 
How  long  may  it  be  before  Great  Britain  is 
engaged  in  a  struggle  with  one  or  more  of  the 
fpreat  Powers,  and  requires  all  the  troops  she 
can  command  at  Home?  Seeing  that  possi- 
bility, let  us  lose  no  time  a1  nnt  securing  an 
■armed  force  of  out  own ;  let  us  plant  a  popa* 
Mr.  Face 


lation  in  the  country  able  to  maintain  itnlf 
in  possession,  and  be  no  longer  dependent  oo 
the  Imperial  power  for  assistance.  Then,  tha 
honourable  member,  knowing  that  the  Natives, 
friendly  and  hostile,  will  become  .acquainted 
with  everything  he  says,  did  not  hesitata  to 
misrepresent  the  plan  of  the  Government  as  a 
scheme  for  the  confiscation  of  the  waste  lands  of 
the  Hawke's  Bay  and  other  districts,  when 
there  is  no  rebellion  existing.  The  hononiabia 
member  could  not  have  understood  the«zplaz>a- 
tions  which  have  been  made  on  this  subje^ 
It  has  been  repeatedly  declared  that  the 
Government  has  no  intention  of  confiscating 
one  single  acre  of  land  in  this  Taland  except 
where  the  owner  of  such  land  has  been  gnil^ 
of  rebellion.  It  proposes  to  deal  with  Natna 
lands  in  no  other  manner  than  with  my  own  oc 
with  that  of  any  other  European  in  the  colony. 
It  may  come  and  take  my  house  and  gardai 
and  my  little  farm  if  it  finds  it  needful ;  but  X 
have  security  by  the  compensation  claases  of 
this  Act  that  it  cannot  be  taken  without  my 
receiving  its  ffur  value ;  and  not  aa  acre  can 
be  taken  from  a  friendly  Maori  but  on  |aecis^ 
the  same  terms.  And  if  it  be  necessary  to  tooek 
that  still  more  sacred  deposit,  the  Land  Fond 
of  the  provinces, — which  has  not  at  all  times 
been  considered  so  sacred  in  this  House, — it 
must  be  by  consent  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  province.  But  let  it  not  go  forth  from  the 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  as  represent- 
ing this  House,  that — and  I  hope  the  repoites 
will  see  that  this  is  clearly  reported  —  tbe 
Government  intends  to  confiscate,  to  take  faj 
force,  one  single  acre,  one  rood,  or  one  perch  of 
Native  land,  except  from  the  rebel,  without 
paying  as  full  a  compensation  as  Government 
would  pay  to  any  European  in  the  oonntiT — 
namely,  uie  full  market  value  as  assessed  in 
a  Court  of  Arbitration.  How  the  hononraUe 
member  could  have  made  the  statement  he  did 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— I  said  that  they  wan 
going  to  confiscate ;  whether  they  give  com- 
pensation, in  my  bpinion,  will  make  no  differ- 
ence at  all.  My  argument  was,  that  it  woold 
create  a  war  just  the  same  whether  the^  gif* 
compensation  or  not.  The  Bills  distme^ 
state  that  the  land  is  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  FOX.— The  Bills  do  not  distinctly  stats 
anything  of  the  sort.  They  do  not  mentisB 
any  particular  place  where  land  is  to  be  oco- 
flscated,  but  provide  simply  that  land  shall  be 
taken  under  certain  oircnmrtances,  and  paid  bt 
under  certain  oitcumstances.  Let  hijn  not, 
then,  make  such  statements  in  the  hearing  of 
those  Maoris  many  of  whom,  he  has  told  us,  are 
qualified  to  take  &eir  seats  in  anothw  {Jaoa 
by  the  side  of  the  legislators  of  this  country. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Was  not  Waitaia  paid 
for?. 

Mr.  FOX. — ^Why  does  Vbe  hoinonrabl«  meo- 
ber  want  to  mix  up  that  affair  with  the  r^ 
ject  before  the  House  ?  The  price  of  Waitm 
was  not  settled  by  a  Court  of  Arbitration  or  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Let  the  honourable  membei^ 
before  he  excites  the  fears  of  the  Maoris  Iff 
such  statements,  state  plainly  to  them  whtt 
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it  is  we  propose  to  do.  I  repeat  that  the 
Ooyemment  nas  no  intention  of  taking  one 
single  acre  of  Native  land  without  compensa- 
tion except  in  the  case  of  rebels,  and  does 
not  anticipate  the  probability  of  taking  lands 
in  any  case  where  the  owners  are  not  rebels — 
not  at  present,  at  all  events — except  under  cir- 
cnmsttuices  where  my  ovm  or  anybody-else's 
might  he  taken.  I  believe  that  the  Natives 
themselves  are  just  as  capable  of  understand- 
ing this  question  as  we  are.  They  understand 
what  rebellion  means  perfectly  well.  They 
know  that,  when  a  Native  race  is  conquered  by 
another,  it  gives  up  its  land ;  and  they  have 
over  and  over  agam  expressed  their  wonder 
that,  after  the  conflicts  we  have  had  with  them 
hitherto,  we  have  not  taken  their  land.  When 
a  chief  was  taken  at  Cook  Strait  and  brought 
to  Aackland  it  was  said  by  \he  Natives, 
"  That  is  no  use  at  all.  Take  his  land."  And 
similar  things  were  said  after  Heke's  war  in  the 
North.  The  Natives  will  not  fall  into  such  a 
mistake  unless  higher  intelligences  than  their 
own  so  state  it  to  them  in  this  House ;  and  I 
am  sore  that  when  what  I  have  said  is  repre- 
sented to  them  it  will  take  away  any  impres- 
sion the  honourable  number's  speech  may 
have  made.  The  honourable  member  insinu- 
ated at  much  length  and  with  much  skill  that 
this  whole  scheme  of  colonization  by  the 
planting  of  military  villages  was  solely  and 
exclusively  a  scheme  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  Auckland.  Now,  I  am  a  southern  man  my- 
self, and  I  tell  him  I  do  not  believe  in  that 
'View  of  the  subject  at  all.  Has  the  honourable 
member  read  the  Bill  he  talks  about ;  and,  if 
BO,  has  he  not  drawn  from  it  that  ajl  those 
funds  the  expenditure  of  which  is  to  confer 
any  particular  benefit  on  particular  provinces 
are  divided  and  appropriated  in  two  separate 
portions,  one  half  of  those  funds  only  being 
appropriated  to  the  Province  of  Auckland,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  Provinces  of  Taranaki 
with  Wanganui,  Wellington,  and  Hawke's  Bay  7 
The  fund  is  equally  divided  between  the  two 
portions  of  the  Northern  Island,  and  there  is 
no  pretence  whatever  of  saying  that  it  will 
not  oe  for  the  benefit  of  Auckland,  but  the  Ck>- 
Temment  know  well  that  the  question  is  not 
solely  one  of  planting  a  line  of  villages  across 
the  PAsvince  of  Auckland;  for  what,  then, 
should  we  do  with  Taranaki  and  Wanganui  ? 
Is  there  not  as  grievous  a  sore  there  as  exists 
in  Waikato  ;  and  can  it  be  got  rid  of  without 
planting  settlements  theiu?  The  Appropria- 
tion Act  now  before  the  House  has  for  its 
express  intention  to  prevent  this  being  t^ 
scheme  for  AnoUemd  alone.  The  honourable 
member  cannot  have  read  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD.— I  had  read  the  Bill, 
and  I  argued  from  that  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  confiscate  lands  not  be- 
longing to  rebels. 

Mr.  FOX. — Then  the  honourable  member 
had  not  read  the  other  Bill,  or  he  would  not 
have  seen  any  necessity  'for  confiscation. 
Then  the  honourable  member  solemnly  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  on  the  ground  that  the 
end  of  this  plan  was  the  destruotion  of  the 


Natives.  If  I  thought  it  would  have  any  snoh 
end  J  would  be  no  party  to  it ;  but  it  is  be- 
cause I  believe  that  it  may  be  the  means  of 
saving  the  remnant  of  that  noble  race  that  I 
am  ue  advocate  of  this  plan.  Does  the 
honourable  member  believe  that,  if  the  present 
state  of  things  continue  two  or  three  years, 
there  will  be  any  Maoris  left  in  the  country— 
that  they  will  not  all  disappear  as  weeds  be- 
fore the  plough  of  civilization?  The  only 
chance  for  the  Natives  is  in  carrying  out  on  a 
much  wider  scale  that  system  which,  wher- 
ever applied,  has  done  them  the  most  |ood, 
and  afiorded  them  the  only  chance  of  tsdang 
their  place  in  the  administration  of  the  coun- 
try. Where  do  you  see  the  Natives  most 
civilized  ?  Is  it  not  in  places  like  the  Hutt, 
at  Wellington,  where  you  see  strings  of  carts 
coming  in  on  a  Saturday  with  produce,  be- 
longing to  civilized  Natives  clad  in  European 
dresses,  and  paying  their  tolls  at  the  tumpike- 
gate  7  Is  it  not  in  places  where  civilization  has 
been  brought  alongside  the  Natives  7  But  in 
the  present  state  of  the  Native  mind  yon  have 
no  chance  of  bringing  about  such  a  state  of 
things  except  by  actually  planting  European 
population  on  such  a  system  as  we  have  sug- 
gested. No  one  regrets  more  than  I  do  the 
course  which  the  Natives  in  their  infatuation 
have  pursued  in  the  last  two  years.  When 
Governor  Browne  two  years  ago  made  peace 
at  Waitara,  and  William  Thomson  said  the 
land  should  be  held  by  the  law,  I  was  san- 
guine and  hopeful  that  when  Sir  George  Grey 
arrived  William  Thomson  would  have  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afiorded  him  to 
come  forward  with  the  land  in  his  hands 
which  he  said  he  kept  for  the  law,  and  would 
have  submitted  the  questions  which  were  then 
between  the  two  races  to  Sir  George  Grey's 
arbitration.  He  bad  said  he  was  only  waiting 
for  "the  good  man  whom  the  Queen  sent;" 
but  when  Sir  George  Grey  came  I  invited 
Thomson  to  com%  forward,  but  he  hung  bao^, 
and  he  and  his  people  have  never  made  the 
smallest  advance  whatever  towards  reciprocat- 
ing the  advances  made  to  them  in  a  spirit 
of  perfect  sincerity.  Was  not  a  whole  year 
spent  in  endeavouring  to  induce  the  Natives 
to  become  peaceful  subjects  of  the  Queen? 
And  was  there  one  single  mstance  in  which  we 
were  met  in  such  a  spirit  as  to  be  likely  to 
lead  to  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  diificulties 
between  us  7  There  was  not,  I  grieve  to  say  ; 
and  now,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  we  have 
those  Natives  armed  to  the  teeth  in  insurrec- 
tion against  Her  Majesty's  supremacy.  The 
honourable  member  admits  that  the  flames  of 
war  must  be  trodden  out.  With  the  army 
alone  can  we  solve  that  part  of  the  problem ; 
but  we  hold  that,  beyond  that,  it  is  our  duty  to 
take  permanent  guarantees  for  the  future,  for 
which  purpose  tlus  Loan  Bill  exists.  We  did 
not  turn  out  our  predecessors,  but  were  invited 
to  take  these  seats  in  the  hope  that,  as  practi- 
cal men,  we  might  assist  the  Home  Government 
in  bringing  this  war  to  a  successful  conclusion ; 
and  unless  we  can  see  our  way  to  carrying  out 
our  plans  substantially,  unless  the  House  will 
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specifically  grant  ns  the  loan  we  ask  to  carry 
ont  the  colonization  we  have  foreshadowed, 
believing  it  to  be  the  only  material  guarantee 
we  can  take,  and  will  give  us  the  necessary 
time  which  we  consider  is  the  least  we  can 
hope  to  achieve  those  plans  in — unless  the 
House  to-night  show  its  approval  of  those 
plans  by  reading  this  Bill  a  second  time,  it 
will  express  its  withdrawal  of  the  confidence 
which  it  so  recently  placed  in  the  occupants  of 
these  seats,  and  we  will  withdraw  from  a  task 
whi(jjh  is  at  no  time  an  easy  one,  and  especially 
in  such  critical  circumstances  as  those  in 
wMch  the  bolony  is  at  present  placed. 

Mr.  WOOD.—Sir,  if  my  honourable  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  found  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  disadvantage  under  which  he  rose 
to  address  this  House  after  the  very  able  and 
eloquent  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere,  how  much  more  must  I  feel  the 
disadvantage  under  which  I  rise  to  follow  the 
two  ablci(t  speakers  in  this  House  I  It  will  be 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  one  single  word 
now  upon  this  question  after  the  very  able 
answer  of  my  honourable  friend  to  every  argu- 
ment that  has  been  brought  forward  in  this 
House  upon  the  subject  of  the  Loon  Bill  which 
is  before  us  to-night.  It  will  be  hardly  neces- 
sary, I  say,  for  me  to  do  so  beyond  the  mere 
form  that  seems  to  be  required  of  every  honour- 
able memberintroducing  a  Bill,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  moke  a  reply ;  but  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  referring  somewhat 
more  closely  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the  plan' 
which  my  honoivable  friend  the  member  for 
Ellesmere  outlined  than  my  honourable  friend 
the  Colonial  Secretary  <did.  There  have  been 
two  lines  of  argument  followed  by  the  various 
speakers  in  this  House  who  have  addressed  it 
on  the  subject  of  this  Bill  during  the  de- 
bate to-day  and  on  the  previous  day.  The 
one  was  an  expression  of  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  a  ^cat  many  members  to  hear  a 
raller  exposition  of  the  plan  of  the  present 
Government  —  to  have  some  more  complete 
and  fuller  details  than  it  had  already  ;  and  the 
other  line  of  argument  was  a  complete  and 
definite  act  of  distinct  opposition  to  the  policy 
6t  the  present  Loon  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  has  included  in  that 
able  speech  of  his  nearly  every  single  argu- 
ment that  was  touched  upon  by  any  previous 
speaker ;  and  he  has  stated  the  chief  objection 
which  is  felt  to  the  present  measure  m  the 
following  words:  that  be  will  not  colonize 
Auckland  at  the  expense  of  the  Middle  Island. 
That  is  the  basis  of  the  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
and  that  is  the  most  complete  fallacy  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  utter  with  reference  to  the 
views  of  the  Government — with  reference  to  the 
policy  contained  in  the  present  Bill.  Sir,  my 
nonourable  friend  the  member  for  Ellesmere 
bas  said  that  the  Government  attempts  to  do 
two  things,  whilst  his  object  would  be  to  attain 
only  one.  We  attempt  not  only  by  arms  to 
suppress  the  present  rebellion,  but.  we  attempt 
also  by  colonization  to  prevent  that  rebellion 
from  breaking  out '  again.  Now,  my  honour- 
able friend  seems  to  rest  satisfied  with  what  be 
Mr.  Fox 


calls  suppressing  the  present  rebellion — bang- 
ing the  Natives  to  terms  of  peace,  without  de- 
manding from  them  any  tangible  security  that 
precisely  the  same  thing  should  not  break  out 
again  in  another  year.  Whatever  my  honour- 
able friend  has  said  about  the  financial  policy 
of  the  present  Government,  however  bad  be 
can  make  it  ont  to  be,  I  will  pledge  myseU  to 
make  his  out  very  much  worse,  'nie  financial 
policy  of  the  Qovemment  is  simply  this :  that 
the  expenses  connected  with  the  suppcassiao 
of  the  rebellion  and  the  colonization  of  the 
rebellious  districts  should  be  borne  by  the 
forfeited  lands  of  the  Natives.  That  is  ti» 
scheme  of  the  present  Government,  the  baas 
of  the  whole,  and  the  security  we  offer  for  tbe 
'  money  we  ask  you  to  give ;  but  my  bonoorabie 
friend  tells  you  that  we  have  underrated  the 
cost  of  suppressing  the  present  rebellion,  asd 
that  the  mere  military  operations  will  cost 
four  or  five  times  as  much.  And  yet,  tbou^ 
he  admits  that  he  will  require  a  larger  loaa 
than  we  shall,  though  he  will  use  it  solely  lor 
the  purpose  of  conducting  military  operations, 
he  does  not  tell  you  how  that  money  is  to  be 
paid — he  charges  it  upon  nothing  whatever,  but 
leaves  yon  to  suppose  that  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  must  be  met  solely  from  tbe 
ordinary  and  territoiisj  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  his  speech  be  said 
that  that  would  not  bear  the  interest  of  the 
proposed  loan.  He  transferred  himself  into 
this  time  three  years,  told  us  what  the  reveoae 
and  expenditure  would  be  in  three  yean,  bow 
that  the  provincial  treasuries  would  be  ex- 
hausted, and,  in  short,  drew  an  interesting 
picttue  of  the  wretched  financial  podtioQ  that 
the  colony  will  then  be  in :  yet,  though  that 
plan  of  ours  will  hot  draw  upon  the  coloay 
the  sacrifices  which  he  predicts,  according  to 
his  own  showing  his  would.  My  honooraUe 
friend  at  the  commencement  oi  his  speeeli 
accused  the  late  Government  of  having  broo^t 
the  present  difficulty  upon  this  colony — stated 
that  it  was  by  the  action  of  the  late  Govoa- 
ment  that  we  were  now  led  into  the  present 
war,  and  into  all  the  troubles  and  dimcnlties 
that  arose  from  it ;  but  my  honourable  frieod 
was  satisfied  simply  to  make  the  assertion. 
He  did  not  in  any  way  show  bow  it  i^as  that 
the  late  Government  were  the  cause  of  the  pte- 
sent  war.  Was  the  late  Government  in  any 
way  the  cause  of  the  murders  of  the  escort  ti> 
OiJkura  ?  That  was  the  cause  of  ^e  present 
war.  That  was  the  commencement  of  oar 
present  difiiculties.  That  vrar  originated  by 
the  Waikato  tribes ;  and  the  late  Govemmeat 
felt — and  felt  truly — that  any  further  operaticas 
at  Taranaki  would  not  be  of  the  sli^tsst 
avail,  but  that  the  Waikato  was  the  seat  of  tfaa 
war,  and  that  at  Waikato,  and  not  at  Taranaki. 
it  must  be  fought  out.  But  to  this  my  honov- 
able  friend  did  not  in  any  way  allude.  He  Si 
not  take  the  slightest  notice  of  all  the  rqicct* 
and  all  the  varied  information  which  came  t» 
the  late  Government  just  at  that  particohr 
time  —  just  before  General  Cameron  cRwed 
the  Maungatawhiri.  He  did  not  say  a  word  of 
all  the  various   schemes  which  uie  Nativa* 
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themselves  had  originated  for  attadung  the 
troops  at  Maungatawhiri.  He  did  not  lefer 
in  the  least  to  the  fact  that  the  Kativea  thom- 
eelres  living  at  Waikato  and  in  the  immediate 
neighbooihood  of  Auckland  were  occupying 
themselves  daring  the  whole  of  nearly  every 
day  in  manufacturing  cartridges  in  the  sight 
of  the  settlers  themselves.  He  did  not  refer 
yoa  to  the  facts  which  have  been  brought  out 
by  the  .Governor,  Retailed  ih  his  despatches, 
and  supported  by  an  immense  amount  of  evi- 
dence, of  secret  runangas  that  were  held  to  ela- 
borate schemes  for  massacring  the  out-settlers 
of  Auckland.  He  did  not  say  one  single  word 
about  that.  I  will  not  now  go  into  the  facts 
that  led  the  late  Oovemment  to  take  the  step 
they  were  obliged  to  take,  but  I  will  answer  for 
this:  that  If  the  late  Government  had  taken  no 
step,  ii  they  had  allowed  the  Natives  to  make 
the  attacks  they  threatened,  and  of  Which  the 
Government  received  information,  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  with  all  his  eloquence  and  all 
his  power,  would  have  accused  them  of  vacilla- 
tion, want  of  energy,  and  unfitness  for  the  office 
they  held.  My  honourable  friend,  when  he  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  the  National  Debt  of 
Great  Britain  as  compared  with  the  colonial 
debt,  saved  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  for  he 
did  me  the  favour  of  answering  himself.  He 
did  so  zaiAt  completely  by  stating  that  a  young 
country  like  this  could  not  be  compared  with 
an  old  connl^  such  as  Great  Britain.  Here 
we  have  a  colony  the  population  of  which  is 
daily  increasing,-  the  wealth  is  daily  increasing, 
the  natural  resources  are  daily  being  more  fully 
developed ;  and  it  Is  quite  absurd  and  impos- 
sible to  compare  such  a  country  numerically 
with  the  state  of  afiairs  existing  in  Great 
Britain.  But  when  he  quoted  the  National 
Debt  of  England  he  also  multiplied  by  three 
the  national  debt  of  this  country.  He  stated 
that  it  was  £6,500,000,  whereas  it  is  at  this 
moment  just  about  £1,500,000.  The  Govern- 
ment have  been  placed  in  a  ver^  serious  diffi- 
culty in  reference  to  the  question  which  is 
now  tinder  discussion.  In  whatever  point  of 
view  they  regard  it,  there  is  some  objection 
to  be  taken  to  that  view.  I  attempted  to 
show  —  as  I  believe  I  did  show  —  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  realizing  a 
very  considerable  sum,  and,  in  fact,  I  believe; 
in  realizing  the  whole  amount  we  propose  to 
borrow  upon  the  forfeited  lands  of  the  Natives, 
and  I  am  told  that  I  am  uttering  a  most  cold- 
blooded scheme,  and  it  is  one  that  I  had  no 
business  to  propound  in  this  House.  Then,  on 
the  other  hand,  and  by  honourable  gentlemen 
acting  in  opposition  to  the  Government  on  this 
question,  I  &m  also  told,  "  Why,  if  you  ask 
the  Middle  Island  to  indorse  your  Bill  you 
must  give  them  security ;  and  the  security  you 
offer  is  not  sufficient."  I  find,  in  looking  over 
the  notes  that  I  made  of  the  various  speeches 
of  honourable  members  who  addressed  this 
Hopse  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate,  that 
aearly  everything  that  was  then  said  has  been 
said  again  by  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere,  and  that  there  is  Uttle  ne- 
cessity for  me  to  aay  more  upon  the  subject 


to-night;  but  there  are  one  or  two  points  to 
which  I  will  just  refer.  My  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Dunedin  North  (Mr.  Yogel) 
seemed  to  object  to  including  the  amounts  for 
telegraphs,  and  for  lighthouses  in  this  BiU. 
Well,  there  is  not  the  slightest  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  introduicing  another 
Loan  Bill  for  these  objects  if  the  House  makes 
a  point  of  it;  but  it  has  always  been  con- 
sidered, and  there  is  no  4oubt  of  it,  that  you 
can  negotiate  a  large  loan  upon  better  terms 
than  a  multiplicity  of  smaller  ones.  We  do 
not  make  it  a  point  that  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment shall  guarantee  the  whole  of  this  amount ; 
but  any  put  of  it  that  ^bey  are  inclined  to 
guarantee  we  shall  be  very  glad  that  they 
should;  and  if  they  do  not  guarantee  any  of 
it  we  shall,  I  doubt  not,  be  able  to  negotiate  it 
ourselves.  I  think  that  after  this  lengthened 
debate  there  is  no  need  for  me  to  say  any 
more.  We  believe  that  bv  this  proposed  plan 
we  can  not  only  suppress  the  present  rebellion, 
but  can  obtain  such  material  guarantees  as 
will  prevent  it  breaking  out  again;  whilst  I 
have  certainly  heard  of  no  other  plan — no 
other  plan  has  been  even  hinted  at  in  the 
House  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  produce  the 
same  effect.  And  in  support  of  this  opinion 
I  may  refer  to  an  authority  which  I  think  will 
be  respected  by  every  member  in  this  House — 
the  opinion  of  Sir  George  Grey  himself,  who,  in 
forwarding  to  England  the  plan  drawn  oat  by 
the  late  Government  for  the  location  of  mili- 
tary settlements,  states  that  he  can  devise  no 
other  plan  by  which  this  question  can  be  settled 
but  that. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  he  omitted  do  stand  port 
of  the  question." 


Ayes,  83. 

Atkinson 

Graham,  G. 

Saunders 

Bell 

Graham,  B. 

Stafford 

Brodie 

Harrison 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

Butler 

Munro,  J. 

Turton 

CargiU 

O'NeiU 

Wayne 

Garter 

Ormond 

Wells 

Colenso 

O'Rorke 

Williamson,  Jaa 

Curtis 

Renall 

\<r'ilIiamBon,Jno 

Domett 

Bhodes 

Wilson. 

Eyes 

Richmond,  J.  C.        Teller. 

Fox 

Bussell 

Wood. 

GiUies 

NOKS,  11. 

Baldwin 

Jollie 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Featherston 

Faterson 

Vogel. 

FitzG^rald 

Beynolds 

Teller. 

Fitzherbert 

Bichardson 

Mantell. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 
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HOUSE    OP   REPBESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  18th  November,  1863. 


First  BeadioKB—Bepreaentation— Secondary  Fanish- 
ment  Act  Ameudinent  BUI  —  Native  Affairs  — 
Uemorial  of  Miss  Bricgs — Petition  ot  John 
'Walker  and  Others— Petition  of  A.  Q.  Purchas— 
Maori  Ontragea— Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Bill— 
Deeds  Begistiation  Amendment  Bill— Provincial 
C!ompulaory  Land-taking  Bill— Amendments  by 
I>egislative  Council— Land  Claims  Settlement 
Bin— Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)— TikoUno 
Beserve  Bill  —  Execution  of  Criminals  Act 
Amendment  Bill  —  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  — 
Marine  Board  Bill. 


Mr.  Sfejleeb  took  the  chair  at  fire  o'clock. 
Fbayebs. 

FIRST  BEADINGS. 
Anoklond    Harbour    Debentore    Act    1860 
Amendment  Bill,  Native  Porposea  Appropria- 
tion Act  Amendment  Bill. 

EEPRB6ENTATI0N. 

Major  BICHABDSON  inquired,  Whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  GoTomment  to  attempt  to 
remedy  the  defective  administration  of  the 
Middle  Island  by  the  proposed  arrangement 
whereby  a  memtler  of  the  Ministry  should  re- 
side in  that  portion  of  the  colony,  and  should 
occasionally  travel  about  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  Government  informed  of  what  is 
going  on,  and  who  would  be  intrusted  vrith  such 
general  executive  powers  as  wbnld  enable  him 
to  act  on  all  emergencies  ;  and,  if  such  be  the 
intention,  whether  this  conclusion  has  been 
arrived  at  with  the  concurrence  of  the  execu- 
tive provincial  authorities  concerned? 

Mr.  FOX  regretted  expeedingly  that  the  pro- 
posal laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  chiefly  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion bom  the  members  for  the  Middle  Uland  on 
this  subject,  had  not  been  successful ;  but  it 
had  elicited  statements  whfch  tended  to  prove 
that  &ey  had  very  little  to  complain  of.  He 
could  only  promise  at  present  that  the  adminis- 
tration-of  the  afiairs  of  the  Middle  Island 
should  be  rendered  as  efficient  as  possible  by 
the  residence  there  of  one  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. 

SECONDARY  PUNISHMENT  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  GIIililES  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amend  "The  Secondary  Punishment 
Act,  1864."  This  Bill,  he  said,  was  intended 
to  amend-  the  10th  -  olanse  of  the  Seoondaiy 
Punishment  Act,  with' reference  to  punishment 
of  prisoners. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  said  thaie  was  no  doubt 
some  amendment  was  required  in  the  Act,  but 
be  was  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the  honour- 
able the  mover  in  attempting  to  amend  this  Act 
by  the  introduction  of,  ne  t>elieved,  many  new 
clauses.  By  amending  Acta  in  the' manner 
they  did,  they  were  building  up  a  Statute  Book 
which  could  not  be  imderstood,  from  the  patch- 
ing and  amending  Acts  had  undergone,  without 
bemg  reprinted.  He  thought  where  Acts  were 
amended  the  whole  Act  fihould  be  reprinted, 


the  Acts  80  amended  to  stand  in  tiie  phea 
of  the  old  Acts.  The  introduotian  of  an 
clauses  or  expunging  clauses,  instead  of  Mug. 
ing  in  new  Bills,  might  be  occasioned  by  Oo- 
vemment  having  a  desire  to  bring  the  leKion 
to  a  speedy  termination,  and  thus  they  itnmt 
to  amend  rather  than  bring  in  a  new  Bill ;  bat 
this  system  of  amending  Bills  might  give  aet 
to  great  difficulty  to  those  who  had  to  inteiprat 
the  Acts. 

Mr.  BRODIE  suggested  that  a  Stan&g 
Order  relative  to  amendments  made  to  iett 
should  be  introduced  in  the  Standing  Order 
Book  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Govenunent  would  pn 
the  suggestion  their  consideration. 

Mr.  GILLIES,  in  reply,  admitted,  th^niun 
amendments  were  earned  in  Bills  it  would  be 
judicious  to  have  the  entire  Bill  reprinted.  In 
the  present  case  it  was  only  intended  to  sal>- 
stitute  one  clause  for  another  which  was  tabs 
struck  but,  so  that  it  had  not  been  eontidend 
necessary  to  print  it. 

Bill  brought  op,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved.  That  the  Bec<md  read- 
ing stand  8Ln  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next 
^  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  that  it  was  iiOij 
injudicious  -that  BiUs  should  be  passed  » 
hastily,  without  giving  honourable  .membes 
time  to  look  them  over  and  inquire  into  tbeir 
principles. 

Major  RICHARDSON  said  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  remarks  which  bad  fallen  from  the 
last  speaker.  Honourable  members  had  a  Bill 
laid  before  them  one  day  on  the  first  readicg, 
and  the  next  day  they  passed  their  seoond 
reading.  He  objected  to  such  a  hasty  mode  of 
procedure. 

Mr.  BRODIE  said  he  had  protested,  wben 
the  first  or  second  Bill  was  passed,  at  the  hattf 
manner  in  which  Bills  were -carried  throogk 
their  stages.  He  was  led  to  suppose  that  this 
undue  haste  had  arisen  from,  tiie  deiin  ex- 
pressed to  bring  the  session  to  a  terminatJon  K 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  GILLIES  remarked  that  it  vres  thedit; 
of  Oovemment  to  place  all  the  Bills  befca 
honourable  members  as  soon  as  printed,  tndtt 
move  when  they  should  be  read.  If  hooounUe 
members  objected  to  early  readings,  then  a  btff 
clay  could  be  fixed,  if  fiiey  would  only  ttati 
their  wishes  in  the  House.  The  amendment 
proposed  in  this  Bill,  as  he  had  said  be&)n,n> 
but  a  slight  one. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  70LLIE  moved.  That  the  reton  jn- 
sented  to  the  House  on  the  6th  instant,  of 
Europeans  known  to  be  in  occupation  of  Natin 
land  m  the  North  Island,  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  only  objection  the  Cteten- 
ment  had  to  the  printinig  of  the  docoment  m> 
the  cost.  It  was  a  very  lengthy  document, 
and  somewhat  imperfect  in  its  details.  Sinci 
the  return  had  been  made  the  war  had  nDb^ 
tunately  broken  out,  and  a  great  many  peoosi 
formerly  occupyijig  Native  land  had  doaWl«* 
been  dnven  from  it. 
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Mr.  OOIjENSO  trusted  that  the  hononiable 
the  mover  would  not  press  his  motion.  Last 
session  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  had  been  in  favour  of 
such  a  measure,  but,  after  fairly  considering 
the  matter,  he  had  come  to  the  oonolusion  that 
it  would  bo  an  impossibility  to  have  a  correct 
letnxn.  The  honourable  member  would  act 
wisely  by  withdrawing  his  motion,  or  otherwise 
by  moving  for  a  more  correct  return  to  be  pre- 
sented next  session.  ' 

Mr.  FirZOEBAIiC  thought  the  return  ought 
to  be  printed,  as  it  must  prove  of  the  utmost 
utility,  not  alone  to  the  House,  but  to  the  coun- 
try at  large.  It  was  perfectly  notorious  that 
the  Qovemor  had  in  some  districts  exerted  his 
power  in  punishing  persons  for  illegal  occupa- 
tion of  Native  land,  whilst  in  other  districts 
he  had  failed  to  do  so.  It  was  but  just  and 
proper  that  the  country  should  be  furnished 
with  this  return  of  persons  occupying  Native 
lands,  as  it  might  in  some  respects  be  after- 
wards considered  in  connection  with  the  Native 
diffieolty.  He  did  not  anticipate  that  the  cost 
of  printmg  would  be  very  great. 

Major  BICHARDSON  was  in  favour  of  the 
return  being  printed;  and  would  urge  the 
honourable  ttie  mover  to  carry  his  motion  to  a 
division  if  necessary. 

Mr.  OBMOND  said,  in  the  neighbourhood 
which  he  represented  cases  were  often  arising 
requiring  adjustment  between  Native  owners 
and  European  occupants.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantell)  had  fre- 
gnently  acted  as  arbiter  in  such  cases.     ' 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  suggested  that  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  the  Printing  Committee. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  thought  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  continue  from  time  to  time 
to  have  returns  made  of  occupation  of  Native 
land,  with  the  view  of  rendering  such  returns 
at  some  future  day  as  complete  as  possible. 

Mr.  B;  OBAHAM  was  of  opinion  that  the 
printing  of  the  return  would  be  of  no  benefit  to 
uie  House  or  the  country,  from  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  the  jniormation  had  been 
snimlied. 

Mr.  JOLLIE,  in  reply,  said  h^  would  press 
his  motion  to  a  division ;  but  after  the  discus- 
sion which  had  just4aken  place  he  would,  with 
the  consent  of  the  House,  move  a  slight  amend- 
ment— ^That  the  words  "  after  being  made  as 
accurate  as  possible"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  amendment 
conld  not  be  made  at  that  stage  of  the  proceed- 


!otian  agreed  to. 


MEMOBIAL  OF  MISS  BRIGGS. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved,  That  a  certain 
memorial  to  Government  by  Miss  Briggs,  one 
of  the  passengers  in  the  "  Lord  Worsley  "  at 
the  time  of  the  wreck  of  that  vessel,  relative 
to  losses  occasioned  her  thereby,  be  laid  on  the 
table  'and  referred  to  the  Pnvate  Grievance 
Conmiittee. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion. 
Most  of  the  passengers,  he  said,  wrecked  by 
the  "  Lord  Worsley  "  had  made  a  declaration 
vhen  they  arrived  at  Wellington  of  the  amount 


of  loss  they  had  sustained ;  and  he  trusted  lall 
the  persons  wrecked  would  receive  compensa- 
tion. Owing  to  the  unfriendly  relations  with 
the  Natives  at  the  place  of  the  disaster,  ^e 
shipwrecked  people  lost  a  great  amount  of  pro- 
perty from  the  Natives  detaining  it. 

Mr.  G.  GBAHAM  said  he  thought  the  thanks 
of  the  country  were  due  to  the  honourable 
members  for  Mongonui  and  Franklin  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  got  their  distressed 
fellow-pSiSsengers  out  of  their  difficulties. 

Captain  BUTLER  remarked  that  he  did  not 
know  that  he  had  done  anything  to  be  thaiiked 
for.  His  loss  on  the  occasion  was  not  very 
great,  and  he  was  only  too  glad  to  get  away 
from  Namu. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  said  it  forti&ately  hap- 
pened he  had  very  little  prox>erty  with  him  at 
the  time  to  lose. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  WALKER  AND 
OTHERS. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  moved,  That  the  petition 
of  John  Walker  and  others  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Private  Grievances.  The  peti- 
tioner, he  said,  was  one  of  a  number  of  settlers 
who  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  their  homes 
consequent  on  the  present  war. 

Mr.  HARRISON  thought  the  petitioner  had  . 
sent  in  his  petition  too  soon.  It  was  usual  in 
cases  of  war  to  send  in  the  petitions  when  the 
war  was  over.  If  the  petitioner  was  oompeil- 
sated  at  the  present  time,  when  the  war  nad 
just  begun,  the  chances  were  before  the  war 
was  over  he  would  be  entitled  to  compensation, 
in  hsJf  a  dozen  other  instances,  if  he  was  am 
enterprising  settler. 

Mr.  CURTIS  took  the  same  view  of  th» 
question  as  the  last  speaker. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  objected  to  the  petition 
being  referred  to  the  Private  Grievances  Com- 
mittee, and  thought  it  would  be  highly  in- 
judicious for  the  House,  to  allow  any  such 
Committee  to  take  upon  itself  to  say  that  com- 
pensation should  be  given  to  every  individutd 
settler  who  might  choose  to  send  in  a  petition. 
A  Commission  to  inquire  into  such  .cases  would 
have  to  be  instituted. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  said  he  considered  it 
very  desirable  that  a  Court  of  Inquiry  should 
be  instituted  as  to  the  losses  of  settlers,  and 
how  they  had  been  incurred.  If  the  Auckland 
papers  were  to  be  believed,  they  would  find  that 
the  Maoris  and  the  European  defenders  at  the 
front  shared  the  plunder  between  them.  It 
would  therefore  be  rather  hard  that  a  man 
should  be  paid  for  having  his  house  sacked,  and 
that  the  men  also  should  be  paid  who  did  the 
sacking.  It  would  be  very  unwise  for  the  House 
to  bind  itself  in  any  way  to  compensating  the 
settlers  for  loss  at  present,  but  that  it  must 
eventually  be  done  there  could  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  WILSON  said,  if  the  windows  of  a  house 
in  Engl^jid  were  broken  in  a  riot,  the  hundred 
paid  for  them.  The  Natives  had  occasioned  the 
present  rebellion,  and  he  would  vote  for  con- 
fiscation of  their  lapds  to  such  an  amount  as 
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would  (ra&rantee  comiMnsation  to  the  settlen 
who  had  been  thereby  injured. 

Mi.  B.  graham  said,  in  moving  for  the  peti- 
tion to  be  referred  to  the  Private  Grievances 
Oonunittee  he  had  been  of  opinion  that  the 
Committee  would  suggest  that  a  Commission 
should  be  instituted  with  a  view  to  keeping  a 
register  of  all  claims  for  damages  sustained  bj 
settlers. 

Motion  negatived. 

PETITION  OP  A.  G.  PURCHA8. 

Mr.  O'ROBKB  moved,  That  the  petition  of 
^Arthur  Guyon  Porohas  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Private  Grievances.  It  had  reference 
to  a  flax-mill  at  Waiuku  which  the  petitioner 
had  be^n  compelled  to  abandon,  and  would 
thus  be  unable  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
-on  which  the  Government  award  for  the  pre- 
paration of  flax  was  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  COLENSO  asked  if  compensation-  had 
not  already  been  granted  to  the  petitioner  on 
•imilar  grounds. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  was  not  aware  that  it  had. 

Mr.  FITZGEBAIiD  trusted  the  House  would 
■dispose  of  this  petition  as  they  had  the  pre- 
vious one. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  considered  that  the 
petition  might  be  referred  to  the  Grievance 
Committee,  as  of  a  different  character  from 
the  previous  one. 

wc.  WOOD  considered  the  matter  .might  be 
better  considered  under  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Newton,  or  rejected, 
-as  the  former  petition  had  been.  The  general 
subject  of  compensation  had  already  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Government,  and  to  all 
applications  they  had  invariably  returned  an 
answer  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
.the  whole  matter  would  be  token  into  con- 
sideration. 

Motion  negatived. 

MAOBI  OUTBAGES. 

Captain  BUTLEB  moved,  That  there  b«  laid 
on  the  table  copies  of  all  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate at  the  Waimate  (Bay  of  Islands)  and 
others,  relative  to  an  outrage  committed  by  a 
Maori  on  the  daughter  of  a  settler  at  Matauri, 
near  the  Bay  of  Islands.  He  was  desirous  that 
the  House  should  know  the  state  of  the  Natives 
in  that  locality.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to 
arrest  this  Native,  but  the  threat  of  his  friends 
had  deterred  the  Besident  Magistrate  from  car- 
rying out  his  intention. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  seconded  the  motion. 
He  believed  this  was  just  a  case  in  which 
the  authority  of  the  law  should  be  vindicated, 
and  the  Natives  made  to  feel  its  power.  The 
perpetrator  of  this  outrage  should  have  been 
arrested  and  brought  to  justice,  even  at  the  risk 
■of  war. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  stated  the  particulars 
of  this  outrage,  and  regretted  that  a  provision 
«xi8ted  in  the  Statute  Book  by  which  criminal 
cases  brought  before  the  Native  Court  eould  be 
converted  into  civil  ones,  tmd  fines  imposed, 
instead  of  any  further  punishment.  Advantage 
Mr.  WiUon 


had  been  taken  of  this  in  the  present  instance; 
but  the  Magistrate  had  not  consented  to  receive 
the  commutation  fine  until  he  had  failed  in 
every  effort  to  arrest  the  offender,  his  friendi 
positively  refusing  to  give  him  up.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  had  spoken  of  the 
Government  taking  means  to  secure  his  arrest; 
but  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  would  put  it  to  the 
honourable  member  whether  it  would  not  have 
been  regMjded  as  a  great  crime  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  had  they  by  such  a  course  driven  the 
whole  of  the  Ngapuhi  Tribe  to  join  the  Wai- 
katos,  who  had  used  every  possible  inducement 
to  lead  them  to  take  such  a  step.  The  Govern- 
ment had  expressed  in  an  unequivocal  manna 
its  determination  to  adopt  a  firm  and  stea^ 
course  of  action,  after  the  outrages  of  the  5u 
of  May ;  but  to  have  adopted  a  similar  conne 
in  this  case  would  have  brought  down  upon 
themselves  a  greater  burden  than  they  woe 
able  to  carry.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vermnent  to  select  individual  cases  of  this  kind 
on  which  to  assert  its  authority. 

The  debate  was  then  adjourned,  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SHEBIPPS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILIi. 

The  Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Bill  was  i«ad  s 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  tit 
again. 

DEEDS  BEGISTBATION  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Deeds  Begistration  Amendment  BilL 
The  Bill  had  already  passed  through  the  Lent- 
lative  Council.  The  House  would  rememW 
there  were  two  systems  of  registration  at  present 
in  operation  here — the  old  system,  called  the 
registration  of  deeds;  the  second,  the  r^it- 
tration  of  title  —  a  system  just  brought  into 
operation  in  this  colony.  The  old  system  wonJd 
necessarily  continue  for  some  time.  The  object 
of  this  Bill  was  to  remove  certain  defects  in  it) 
working,  and  to  facilitate  the  introduction  <i 
the  Land  Begistry  Act. 

Mr.  BENALL  Was  glad  to  see  the  Bill  intao- 
duced,  for  which  he  had  been  waiting.  He  h»d 
hoped  by  this  time  to  have  Seen  the  new  system 
in  operation  in  all  the  provinces. 

Sb.  SAUNDEBS  wished  to  know  why  fte 
Torrens  system  of  registtatton  eonld  not  be  in- 
troduced mto  the  colony. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  system  had  not  been  found 
to  work  altogether  satisfactorily  where  it  hw 
been  introduced.  The  soundness  of  tiie  prin- 
ciple of  registration  of  title  was  now  genenUj 
recognized.  The  delay  complained  of  had  oc- 
curred from  a  difficulty  which  had  arisen  in 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Home  Govemmeirt 
to  the  measure,  because  sufficient  provision  hw 
not  been  made  in  it  for  the  protection  of  tnirt 
estates;  but,  that  having  been  removed,  no  ftar- 
ther  delay  would  take  place  in  the  matter. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  m 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 
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PBPVINCIAIi  COMPULSOKY  LAND- 

TAKING  BILL. 
Mr.  FOX,  in  moTing  the  second  leading  of 
the  PioTinoiol  Compulsory  Land-taJcing  Bill, 
read  a  part  of  it  to  the  House.  It  simply 
legalized  past  Acts  of  Provincial  Counoils 
authorizing  the  compulsory  taking  of  land  for 
works  of  a  public  nature,  and  authorized  Pro- 
vincial Councils  to  pass  such  measures  in 
future. 

Mr.  KENALL  referred  to  the  necessity  of 
Highway  Boards  having  power  to  take  Kative 
as  well  as  other  lands  for  making  roads  within 
theii  district,  and  cited  a  case  which  had 
oooorred  at  Wellington. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  it  would  be  a  benefit  aris- 
ing from  the  rebellion  that  the  Natives  and 
their  lands  would  be  subject  to  English  law  in 
future. 

Mr.  FTTZGEBALD  was  not  aware  that  the 
General  Assembly  had  any  more  power  than 
the  Provincial  Councils  except  with  regard  to 
the  excepted  subjects,  and  therefore  it  was  no 
use  their  pretending  to  supplement  provincial 
legislation.  It  was  contrary  to  the  whole  spirit 
of  the  law  of  England  for  any  Act  to  pass  for 
the  general  taking  of  private  land,  but,  due 
notice  having  been  given  with  regard  to  par- 
ttcolar  land,  Ac^ts  might  be  passed  to  take  it  if 
it  were  found  desirable ;  and  therefore  the  Act 
was  repngnant  to  the  spirit  of  English  law.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  meant  to  apply  to 
Maori  lands ;  but  he  would  remind  the  honour- 
^le  member  for  Christchurch  that  British  sub- 
jects were  not  all  under  British  law.  In  fact, 
nine-tenths  of  them  were  not. 

Mr.  OUiLIES  said  that  Provincial  Councils, 
unfortunately,  did  not  always  see  clearly  what 
was  repugnant  to  British  laws,  and  Acts  which 
they  had  passed  on  this  subject  were  worth 
nothing,  because  not  containing  the  proper 
■afe^oards.  This  Act  was  to  point  out  to  Pro-- 
vincial  Councils  how  land  for  public  works 
oonld  legally  be  taken,  and  render  the  mode  of 
doing  it  uniform  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  COLENSO  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  but  thought  it  went  too  far  in  leav- 
ing to  the  Superintendent  and  Provincial  Conn- 
oil  the  unrestricted  power  of  taking  land  for 
works  which  they  might  declare  to  be  of  a 
public  nature.  It  would  give  them  much 
power  of  opjAression  over  political  opponents. 
For  instance,  a  poor  man  of  Napirr  had  bought 
a  piece  of  land  on  Scinde  Island,  oa  which  was 
discovered  an  inexhaustible  spring  of  water, 
out  of  which  he  hod  made  a  great  deal  of 
money.  Now,  the  Superintendent  and  Provin- 
cial <x>Qncil  might  think  it  a  justifiable  public 
waA  to  take  away  this  spring  from  its  owner 
for  the  supply  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Major  RICHARDSON  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  but  hoped  it  would  be  con- 
aiaerably  amended  in  Committee.  The  House 
ahonld  pause  before  they  passed  the  2nd  clause, 
which  legalized  every  Act  passed  on  this  Bub- 
ieet. 

Mr.  BBODIE  took  a  similar  view  of  the 
meastire. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  he  did  not  concur 
1863-K 


with  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  in 
his  views  of  constitutional  law.  There  was,  he 
believed,  a  Iturge  class  of  Acts,  for  drainage  ancK 
other  purposes,  on  the  English  Statute  Book 
dealing  generally  with  lands  necessary  for  pnb> 
he  works  in  particular  districts,  and  not  specify- 
ing the  particular  lands  to  be  taken.  He  had 
no  doubt  of  the  legality  of  an  Act  such  as  the 
present.  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act 
referred  to  in  the  3rd  clause  provided  proper 
safeguards.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  he 
thought  in  the  instance  quoted  it  would  be 
an  exceedingly  proper  course  for  the  Provincial 
Council  to  step  m  and  take  the  spring  for  public 
use,  paying  the  owner,  of  coarse,  fml  compen- 
sation. . 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House :  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Bill, 
Superintendents  Incorporation  Bill,  Colonial 
Defence  Force  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  the  object  of  the 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill  was  to  enable 
those  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  decision 
given  on  their  case  by  himself,  as  Land  Claims 
Commissioner,  to  go  to  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  show  cause  why  they  should  receive 
a  larger  grant ;  and,  on  the  Judge  being  satis- 
fied that  there  were  reasonable  grounds  for 
such  larger  grant,  he  could  direct  a  trial  to  be 
had,  either  by  jury  or  by  reference  to  arbitrsr- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  to  what  ex- 
tent an  additional  grant  should  be  made.  The 
Bill  expressly  excluded  from  its  operation  three 
classes  of  claims — the  claims  of  those  who  had 
received  grants  for  the  specific  piece  of  land 
they  purchased  from  the  Natives,  all  who  were 
certified  by  the  Commissioner  to  have  had  their 
claims  lapsed  by  their  own  default,  and  all 
those  who  had  voluntarily  exchanged  their 
claims  with  the  Government  for  scrip,  money, 
or  debentures,  except  claims  arising  out  of  pur- 
chases made  under  Grovemor  Fitzroy's  penny- 
an-aore  Proclamation.  The  Bill  was  an  exact 
transcript  of  that  which  he  had  introduced  and 
passed  through  the  House  last  session.  It  pro- 
posed, in  addition  to  the  provision  he  had 
mentioned,  to  give  a  different  interpretation  to 
section  12  of  the  Act  of  1858,  specially  to  meet 
the  case  of  Mr.  Busby.  Then,  this  Act  was  to 
be  made  a  final  settlement,  and  there  was  also 
a  provision  admitting  to  a  hearing  certain 
claims  hitherto  excluded  for  want  of  written 
evidence  of  Government  sanotioiu  The  House 
would,  he  thought,  consider  the  proposal  a  fair 
one,  and  agree  that  it  was  time  to  finally  dispose 
of  the  land  claims,  which  had  been  the  source 
of  a  great  deal  that  was  disagreeable. 

Mr.  COLENSO  trusted  this  Bill  would  prove 
a  final  settlement ;  but  it  would  require  much 
amendment. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
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Select  Committee,  a^rainted  by  ballot,  coiiBist- 
ing  of  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  Captain  Bntler,  Mr. 
3.  C.  Richmond,  Major  Richf^dson,  1&.  O'Neill, 
"Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  0.  3.  Taylor. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Cargill's 
motion  for  leave  to  introdnce  the  Ota«o  Waste 
Zionds  Bill  (No.  2). 

ProgresB  reported. 

TIKOKINO  RESERVE  BILL. 
The  Tikokino  Reserve  Bill  was  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  Honse  with  amend; 
jnent,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

EXECUTION  OF  CRIMINALS  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The   Hoose  went   into   Committee  of   the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  Execution 
«f  Criminals  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

After  some  progress  was  nude,  Mr.  Sfeaxeb 
lesumed  the  chair. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  New  Zealand 
ZioaiiBill. 

m  COMMITTEII. 

Glanse  1  read. 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  the  Chair- 
man do  now  report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 
Ates,  6. 
Paterson  T«tUr. 

Wayne.  Biohardson. 


Bell 
ManteU 
Monco,  D. 


Nobs,  11. 
Bntler  Orsbham,  O.       Russell 

Colenso  O'Neill  WUson. 

Vox  Ormond  Teller. 

Gillies  Richmond,J.C.  Wood. 

Majority  against,  5. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  ensued. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
Again. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  Marine 
Board  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
.     Thursday,  19th  November,  1863. 

Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  Bill— Standing  Orden 
—Third  Baading— ProTiDcial  OounoUa'  Powen 
Extension  Bill. 


The  Eon. 
two  o'clock. 

PlUTXBS. 


the  Speaxkb  totdc  the  otaair  at 


NELSON  COLLEGE  TBTTST  LANDS  BILL 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved  for  learn 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Govetnoa  of 
Nelson  College  to  sell  or  exchimge  certain 
trust  property  vested  in  them  by  an  Act  ol  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand  intitnled 
"  The  Nelson  College  Trust  Act,  1858."  In  die 
year  1858  an  Act  haid  been  passed  for  theparma 
of  vesting  property  in  the  Governors  of  N^ob 
College.  These  were  public  properties,  menly 
vested  for  the  purpose  of  administration  by  tiu 
Qovemors ;  and  the  Bill  intended  to  be  intio- 
dnoed  would  enable  them  to  sell  or  «Trh»ag> 
such  property  when  deemed  advisable. 
Leave  granted,  and  BiU  introduced. 

STANDING  ORDERS.- 
The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  moved,  not 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders  be  adopted.  It  had  been  oonsidersd 
necessary  that  two  new  clauses  should  be  in- 
troduced. The  first  clause  was  to  remedy  <a 
inconvenience  the  members  of  the  Council  had 
experienced  at  the  oommencemrat  of  &e 
session,  by  there  not  being  a  rule  by  which  the 
Council  could  adjourn  for  a  longer  poiod  tliaa 
one  day.  This  clause  was  intended  to  eome 
between  clauses  3  and  3,  and  it  ran  as  f ollowi : 
"  On  motion  without  notice,  it  shall  be  ootape- 
tent  for  the  ConncU  to  adjourn  to  aome  tty 
other  than  the  next  sitting-day,  provided  that 
such  day  be  one  of  the  sitting-days  ol  tke 
Council."  The  second  proposed  clause  was 
intended  to  fill  up  an  omission  in  one  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  would  follow  after  cUuk 
84.  It  ran  as  follows :  "  Every  Bill  which  its 
not  necessary  to  bring  into  immediate  operatica 
shall  contain  a  clause  fixing  a  day  on  which  it 
shall  come  into  operation,  being  such  ocon- 
nient  day  as  will  permit  its  previous  publics tioa 
throughout  the  colony."  The  Committee  n- 
commended  that  these  clauses  should  be  is- 
serted  in  the  Standing  Orders  ;  and  he  mnU 
move  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  report  adopted  aooofd- 
ingly. 

THIRD  READINO. 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  BtU. 

PROVINCIAL  COUNCILS'  POWERS  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

The  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  Extenaoo 
Bill  was  recommitted,  further  oonsidered  ia 
Committee,  reported  to  the  Council  with  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Counoil,adjoumed  at  three  o'clock  pJB. 
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Second  Beading— First  Headings— New  Membera— 
Natdve  Aflaiis— Postal  Serrioe— Vote  of  Thanks 
—Financial— Next  Meeting  of  Assembly— Snspen- 
sion  of  Standing  Orders— BepresentMion  Bill- 
Prize-firing— Native  Affairs— Nelson  Waste  Lands 
Xill— Explanation- New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

llr.  Speaksb  took  the  ohaii  at  twelve  o'clock. 

SECOND  READING. 
Auckland    Harboui    Debentnie    Act    1660 
Amendment  Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

AacUand  and  Dmiy  Railway  Bill,  Regula- 
tion of  Elections  Act  Amendment  Rill,  Foreign 
Offenders  Apprehension  Bill,  Hawke's  Bay  Loan 
Security  Bill. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  presented  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  and,  having  taken  and  sabscrihed 
the  oath  reqtiired  by  law,  took  their  seats  in  the 
Hoose:  A.  Cox,  Esq.,  Heathcote;  L.  Walker, 
Esq.,  Akaioa;  B.  Wilkin,  Esq.,  Eaiapoi. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Major  RICHARDSON  inquired,  Whether  the 
Ministry  were  cognizant  of  the  despatch  of 
Letter  No.  1,  E.-2,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1863, 
from  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Grey  to  the 
Buke  of  Newcastle,  on  the  subject  of  the  Wai- 
tara  purchase  ;  and,  if  they  were,  whether 
theie  IS  any  memorandum  by  the  Ministers  on 
the  subject  7  and  referred  to  several  very  im- 
portant  statements  in  that  document  coimiot- 
ing  with  the  opinions  expressed  in  a  memoian- 
dom  written  by  the  Ministry  on  the  Waitara 
question. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  existing  Ministry  had  no 
absolute  knowledge  relative  to  the  questions 
asked  by  the  honourable  member.  He  had 
better  put  them  to  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  no  doubt  Mr.  Domett  would  be  happy  to 
answer  him. 

_  Mr.  DOMEITF  said  be  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  reply  distinctly  and  frankly  to  the 
honourt^ble  member's  question,  but  he  was  not 
quite  certain  whether  the  etiquette  observable 
between  Ministers  and  the  Governor  would 
enable  him  to  give  that  in  explicit  terms  with- 
out communicating  with  the  Governor  himself. 
With  respect  to  the  existence  of  a  memoran- 
dum, the  printed  papers  would  sufBciently 
show  the  opinion  of  the  Miniatiy  with  respect 
to  the  point  raised  in  the  despatch,  and  in  what 
they  difiered  from  His  Excellency.  The 
memorandum  in  which  the  points  were  dis- 
cussed between  His  Excellency  and  Ministers 
iras  sent  Home  to  the  Duke,  so  thtlt  he  could 
eery  well  see  in  what  points  Ministers  agreed 
with  His  Excellency  and  in  what  points  they 
iifiered  from  him. 

POSTAf.  SERVICE. 
Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  whether  the  Govem- 


ment  were  prepared  to  taJce  any  action  on  the 
petition  presented  by  him  for  the  amendment 
of  "  The  Steam  Navigation  Act,  1863,"  to  suit 
the  class  of  steamers  plying  in  the  rivers  and 
on  the  coasts  of  this  country. 

Mr.  FOX  had  no  recollection  of  the  matter 
having  been  brought  nnder  his  notice  in  any 
way ;  but  he  would  look  into  the  subject,  and 
give  the  honourable  member  a  reply  on  a  future 
day. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  that,  with  regard  to  a 
particular  vessel  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  life  to  grant 
it  a  certificate  in  its  present  state. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That,  on  the  arrival  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Himalaya,"  with  the  50th 
Regiment,  this  House  desires  to  enress  its 
sincere  acknowledgment  to  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  for  the  promptitude 
with  which  he  has  caused  such  efficient  aid  to 
be  afforded  to  the  colony  in  its  need.  That  this 
resolution  be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  with  a  request  that  he  will  be  pleased 
to  forward  the  same  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle.  He  trusted  this  resolution  would 
receive  the  universal  assent  of  the  House.  It 
was  one  which  had  for  its  object  no  political 
aim  whatever,  nor  did  it  make  reference  to  any 
action  taken  by  the  Duke  with  reference  to 
political  transactions  in  this  country;  but 
simply  to  recognize  the  feelings  of  gratitude 
which  all  must  have  felt  for  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  he  had  afforded  such  efficient  aid  to 
the  oolony  in  its  need. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  could  not  anticipate  that 
there  could  be  on  Ae  part  of  any  honourable 
member  of  the  House  but  one  feeling  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  which  the  Government 
had  mostproperly  placed  on  this  day's  Order 
Paper.  So  was  not  aware  whether  ordinary 
etiquette  admitted  of  singling  out  a  specie 
Minister.  The  ordinary  praotice  was  to  thank 
the  Crown ;  but,  if  it  was  not  a  breach  of 
etiquette,  he  did  think  the  Secretary  of  State, 
designated  in  this  motion,  was  especially  a  fit 
and  proper  person  to  whom  the  thanks  of  this 
House  were  due  at  the  present  moment:  for 
his  Grace,  while  he  had,  unfortunately,  not 
always  given  due  consideration  to  the  senti- 
ments aad  position  of  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  in  the  grave  and  trying  circumstances 
arising  out  of  the  Native  question,  and  had 
occasionally  administered  some  wholesome  cen- 
sure, had  at  the  same  time  not  been  backward 
in  affording  us  such  aid  as  we  stood  most  in 
need  of.  The  ciiDumstances  of  the  arrival  of  , 
the  "  Himalaya"  last  Saturday  were  so  fresh  on 
honourable  members'  minds  that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  remind  them  that  there 
was  but  one  feeling  expressed  on  that  occasion 
— a  feeling  of  pride  in  the  fact  that  we,  in  this 
distant  portion  of  the  world  from  that  great 
country  from  which  we  had  descended,  had 
brought  home  to  us  unmistakably  theinvincible 
power  of  that  country  that  could  send  such  a 
noble  vessel  so  promptly  with  one  of  the  most 
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distingaished  regiments  in  Her  Majesty's  ser- 
Tice  to  our  aid  on  the  present  occasion — feel- 
ings which  were  heightened  by  the  fact  that 
that  vessel  was  one  which  had  become  incor- 
porated with  the  history  of  England  on  account 
of  the  successful  manner  in  which  she  had  on 
different  occasions  carried  portions  of  the 
mighty  power  of  England  to  those  scenes  of 
action  which  had  resulted  in  the  further 
aggrandizement  of  England.  He  had  never  felt 
more  gratification  in  t^  passing  of  any  address 
than  the  present,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that 
that  feeling  would  be  shared  by  the  whole 
House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL. 

Mr.  YOGEL  moved  for  a  return  up  to  present 
date  of  all  liabilities  due  by  the  Government 
on  advances  received  from  the  Commissariat, 
or  from  any  bank  or  banks,  together  with  the 
agreements,  if  any,  on  which  such  advances 
have  been  made. 

Mr.  WOOD  seconded  the  motion,  and  laid  on 
the  table  the  returns  required,  which  he  had 
intended  to  have  laid  on  the  table  before;  but  it 
escaped  his  memory.  The  amotmt  advanced 
by  the  Commissariat  was  £136,000,  and  the 
amount  owing  to  any  bank  or  banks  was  nil. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  ASSEMBLY. 
Mr.  VOGEL  moved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be 
another  meeting  of  the  Assembly  within  the 
next  ten  months.  He  thought  it  was  very 
desirable  that  they  should  know  at  once  what 
recess  the  Government  intended  to  propose. 
The  course  taken  last  session  had  something 
tmoonstitutional  about  it.  The  ex}>eriments  in 
Native  government,  however,  having  failed, 
the  Assembly  had  been  called  together  sooner 
than  was  intended ;  and  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  House  again  delegating  to  five 
men  the  responsibility  which  they  had  under- 
taken. The  colony  was  now  living  years 
of  its  political  history  in  months;  the  aspect 
of  Native  affairs  was  changing  every  day, 
and  the  outline  of  policy  laid  down  by  the 
Government  would  have  to  be  regulated  tkceord* 
ing  to  circumstances.  He  had  named  a  period 
of  ten  months  because  that  period,  after  the 
end  of  the  session,  would  be  twelve  months 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session.  His 
own  opinion  wa;S,  however,  that  the  session 
should  be  held  sooner.  The  Parliament  would 
expire  by  effluxion  of  time  in  November,  1865, 
and  if  the  next  session  were  not  held  till 
March,  1865,  it  would  be  found  that  then 
*  Ministers  would  put  off  all  important  questions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  new  Parliament; 
so  that  power  for  far  too  long  a  time  would  be 
placed  m  Ministers'  hands.  If,  however,  cir- 
cumstances should  absolutely  require  that  a 
session  should  not  be  held  within  twelve 
months,  Ministers  could  postpone  it,  and  be 
responsible  to  the  House  for  their  actions. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  seconded  the  motion.     In 
consequence  of  the  shortness  of  the  session 
Mr.  Stafford 


much  business  conoetning  the  Kuxopean  popi- 
lation  would  be  delayed  till  next  secaon,  iiliidt 
ought  therefore  to  be  held  early.  Ha  traital 
the  Government  would  accede  to  thexKopoa- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  was  not  in  a 
position  to  accede  to  the  honourable  member's 
proposition.  They  had  nndertaken  to  make  in 
experiment  of  great  practical  necessi^  to  sup- 
press a  rebellion,  and  this  vroold  require  the 
greatest  amount  of  ene^y  of  any  Govenunnit 
that  might  hold  office.  It  was  impoBsiUe  for 
them  to  say  at  what  period  the  rebellion  mi^ 
be  put  down,  or  at  what  period  the  Gorem- 
ment  roight  consider  it  prudent  or  even  pos- 
sible to  disturb  the  practical  business  of  &t 
country  by  holding  a  session  of  the  House— bt 
honourable  members  must  perceive  wbst  a 
serious  interruption  to  the  work  of  goreaiii; 
in  a  crisis  like  this  it  must  be  for  the  Goven- 
ment  to  have  their  attention  taken  up  by  the 
House.  On  that  ground  alone  the  Govemmcnt 
would  feel  bound  to  refuse  its  assent  to  the 
motion.  The  Government  did  feel  that  it  »is 
impossible  for  it  to  undertake  that  one  prindpsl 
trust,  the  suppression  of  the  rebellioo,  without 
considering  its  plans  of  colonization,  if  it  hsd 
not  the  prospect  of  such  a  time  before  it  •» 
would  at  least  afford  a  reasonable  probsbilit; 
of  its  carrying  out  its  plans.  He  oonH  not. 
therefore,  be  a  party  to  imposing  upon  it  the 
necessity  of  calling  the  House  togetiier  at  u 
earlier  period  than  he  had  spoken  of  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion — namely,  fifteen  months.  More- 
over, the  period  proposed  by  the  hononi^ 
member  was  a  most  inconvenient  one,  beiig 
the  very  time  when,  above  all  others,  membes 
would  be  unable  to  abandon  their  private  aio- 
cations. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  suggested  June. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  honourable  member  h»4 
better  say  next  week !  Did  he  suppose  thit 
the  Government  could  sweep  away  the  busuuES 
of  this  session  and  be  ready  for  another  l; 
June  next  ?  Even  if  they  were  not  in  a  cwa 
like  this,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  dot 
What  time  would  they  have  to  cany  out  thai 
great  plans  in?  He  was  not  aware  of  SDJ 
constitutional  practice  or  principle  which 
would  require  that  the  House  should  maH 
once  a  year.  The  Constitution  Act,  to  which 
alone  they  could  look  for  oonstitutioDal  ^- 
oiples  and  practice  in  this  oonntiy,  did  vA 
prescribe  ^,  but  expressly  refrained  from  mes- 
tioning  any  period ;  and  when  the  Act  wn 
introduced  the  expressed  intention  of  the  pa- 
motors  was  that  it  (the  Assembly)  should  lat 
meet  frequently  ,  and  in  practice  much  l<Higs 

?eriods  than  a  year  had  b^n  generally  adopted, 
t  had  not  met,  for  instance,  between  1856  aaJ 
1858,  or  between  1858  and  1860.  He  did  not, 
however,  put  it  on  the  constitutional  principle, 
but  on  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  He  pot  it 
to  the  House  that  if  the  Government  wete  to 
carry  out  those  plans  which  they  considered 
necessary  for  the  pacification  of  Uie  eoontrr, 
they  should  have  the  time  they  co^iadeied 
necessary  to  carry  those  ]plans  out  If,  how- 
.  ever,  they  should  be  successful  in.  a  shorts 
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penod  than  fifteen  months,  the  'Oovemment 
would  be  only  too  ((lad  to  call  the  Hoose 
iogethei  and  tell  their  snocess.  Under  these 
dienmstances  the  Qovenunent  woold  propose, 
ai  an  amendment,  That  in  the  opinion  Of  this 
Eonse  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  call 
the  Assembly  togeuier  so  soon  as  the  state  of 
the  couitty  vill  permit,  not  being  earlier  than 
Jnly,  nor  later' than  Macoh,  1866. 

Mr.  HARBISON  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  believed  the  whole  question 
ihoold  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Govpnmient. 
The  Assembly  should  meet  but  occasionally, 
leaving  the  provinces  to  do  most  of  the  neces- 
sary business.    He  supported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CULENSO  thought  that  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchnrch  on 
the  seat-o{-Govemment  question  should  have 
come  on  before  this.  He  mas  still  of  opinion 
that  perambulating  Qovemments  were  undesir- 
able. The  travelling  of  honourable  members 
was  nothing  compared  to  the  removal  of  papers, 
&c.,  and  the  risk  of  losing  them  all,  as  occurred 
last  session  in  the  "  White  Swai^."  He  would 
suniort  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BBODIE  contended  that  for  many  rea- 
sons the  House  ought  to  meet  annually.  Other- 
wise it  could  not  have  a  proper  control  over  the 
expenditure.  If  the  next  meeting  were  long 
postponed  the  interest  which  he  represented 
would  materially  suffer  by  the  postponement 
of  various  important  measures.  If  the  Govern- 
ment made  it  a  Ministerial  question,  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment,  but  he  thought  the 
Eonse  should  give  a  serious  consideration  to 
the  matter. 

Mr.  JOLIilE  tnonght  that  under  present  oir- 
cnmstances  the  Government  should  be  left  un- 
hampered as  far  as  possible ;  but,  viewing  the 
question  constitutionally,  he  thoQ{^t  the  House 
should  not  forego  these  annual  occasions  of 
meeting  to  discuss  the  ,general  policy  of  the 
country,  &o. 

Mr.  PATBBSON  would  be  sony  to  embarrass 
the  Government  in  their  plans  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the'  rebellion;  but  there  were  other 
matters  eqaally  important  which  had  not  been 
considered  this  session  on  account  of  the  war 
juration,  ajid,  whilst  he  would  by  no  means 
insist  on  fixing  a  definite  period  for  the  next 
meeting,  he  objected  to  the  urgently  necessary 
civil  business  being  indefinitely  deferred.  He 
would  not  insist  upon  the  motion,  but  would 
rather  leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Government,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  take 
the  necessities  of  the  provinces  into  due  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  GUiUKS  said  the  Government  recog- 
nized the  necessity  of  legislation  on  various 
civU  subjects,  and  had  done  all  they  could  to 
advance  such  legislation.  The  Bill  relating  to 
the  goldfields,  which  had  been  referred  to,  nad 
come  'With  no  authority,  but  as  a  suggestion ; 
and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Gold- 
fields  Act  passed  last  session  had  only  just 
come  into  operation.  The  Bill  for  the  adminis- 
tration  of  justice  on  the  goldfields  was  utterly 
unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  There  was  no  need 
of  snoh  complicated  machinery  here  as  that  in 


use  in  Yiotoria,  whidh  this  Bill  proposed  to  copy. 
He  believed  the  mode  vtapoMa.  by  the  Govern- 
ment— to  appoint  an  additioniJ  Judge — was  all 
that  could  be  done  at 'present.  Either  the 
House  must  meet  within  six  months,  or  it 
must  not  for  fifteen  months ;  and,  as  they 
could  not  meet  in  six  months,  the  ajtemativa 
was  plain.  The  amendment  stated  fairly  that 
the  Government  was  desirous  of  meeting  the 
House  as  soon  as  it  could,  and  that  in  any  case 
the  time  when  they  would  meet  would  not  ex- 
ceed fifteen  months  from  now. 

Mr.  CABGHiL  thought  that,  instead  of  their 
time  of  meeting  being  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Government,  the  House  should  lay  down 
some  rule  on  the  subject.  He  would,  how- 
ever, support  the  amendment,  as  the  only 
reasonable  course  they  could  take.  It  had 
been  hinted  that  the  Government  had  not 
given  sufficient  fekcilities  for  legislation  for 
the  several  provinces;  but  he  could  say  oa 
his  part  that  he  had  received  every  assist- 
ance from  the  Government.  There  was  one 
matter  which,  if  it  was  not  too  late,  should 
receive  the  intention  of  the  Government  — 
that  was  the  administration  of  justice  on 
the  goldfields.  He  would  recommend  that 
the  Postmaster-General,  who  had  some  know- 
ledge of  the  working  of  the  laws  of  Otago,  should 
put  himself  in  communication  with  the  other 
members  for  that  province,  so  that,  if  possible, 
a  remedy  might  be  provided  for  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  There  was  a  necessity  felt  in  the 
matter  of  the  administration  of  justice  on  the 
goldfields.  It  was  not  simply  that  there  was  a 
want  of  the  proper  application  of  the  operation 
of  the  higher  Courts  of  law  to  the  goldfields  in 
ordinary  cases,  but  there  was  something  wanted 
to  meet  technical  matters  connected  with  the 
goldfields  themselves.  Some  simpler  machinery 
was  wanted,  and  a  Judge  who  nad  technioM 
knowledge.  Great  inconvenience  was  now  SOB- 
tained  from  the  want  of  Courts  to  dispose  of 
cases  as  they  arose ;  and  he  had  known,  in  cases 
of  petty  theft,  that  the  prosecutor  had  to  go 
down  to  Bunedin,  and  was  kept  there  from  his 
work  for  two  or  three  weeks,  in  order  to  prose- 
cute the  offender. 

Mr.  STAF.FOBD  must  say  that  he  very 
much  ^mpathized  with  the  views  of  the 
honourable  member  who  had  brought  forward 
the  motion.  That  honourable  member  had 
stated  very  fairly  why  this  motion  should 
be  introduced  —  to  test  the  opinion  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  corroouy  stated  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  have  an  early  meeting  of  the 
Assembly  if  the  present  state  of  things  existed. 
The  subject  really  comprised  two  questions— r 
where  the  Assembly  was  to  meet  and  when  it 
was  to  meet.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  any 
Ministry  could  consent  that  the  House  should 
meet  at  an  early  date  if  it  was  not  to  meet  in 
Auckland.  He  had  understood  that  the  Minis- 
try was  not  propared  to  oppose  the  motion  of 
which  the  nonourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  had  given  notice,  which  would  admit 
of  the  Eonse  not  meeting  in  Auckland. 
Beally,  the  two  motions  were  incompatible; 
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for  the  present  state  of  the  pcoTinoe  wonld 
not  be  so  altered  that  the  Ministiy  could 
for  some  time  to  come  leave  Auckland  for  any 
other  part  of  the  colony.  If  the  House  wished 
an  early  session,  it  was  clear  that  it  must  be  in 
Auckland ;  and,  if  there  was  a  full  imderstand- 
ing  that  it  was  not  to  be  in  Auckland,  then  the 
amendment  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  met  the 
state  of  affairs.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  say 
that  the  session  should  not  be  in  Auckland,  for 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  if  it 
were  not.  He  had  not  sympathized  with  the 
cry  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government 
from  Auckland,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  meet  the  Government  wher- 
ever they  might  choose  to  summon  the  Assem- 
bly. He  was  prepared  to  support  the  amend- 
ment with  the  omission  of  the  words  "  being, 
earlier  than  July  nor,"  as  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  that  undue  limitatim :  March,  1865,  was  a 
fair  maximum,  but  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Assembly  should  not  meet  before  July  next. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  was  the  most  con- 
venient time  for  the  House  to  meet.  He 
thought  the  most  convenient  time  wonld  be 
between  March  and  the  end  of  September,  and 
that  no  minimum  limit  should  be  fixed.  If 
the  mover  consented  to  this  alteration,  he 
would  stipport  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FrrZGEBALD  thought  that  after  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  House  the  motion 
and  the  amendment  should  be  abandoned.  The 
constitutional  limit  which  that  House  fixed, 
and  within  which  the  Government  should  exer- 
oiie  its  function  of  calling  the  House  together, 
mw  pointed  out  by  the  period  for  which  they 
usually  voted  supplies.  That  was  a  suffioient 
bidioation ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  their 
control  over  the  Government  would  be  at  all  in- 
creased by  such  a  resolution  as  this  being  re- 
corded, for  the  Ck>vemment  would  pass  it  by  as 
inoperative.  If,  for  instance,  a  severe  crisis 
should  oocnr  which  should  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  think  that  they  should  call  Parliament 
together  before  July  next,  they  wonld  certainly 
be  neglecting  their  duty  if  they  did  not  call  it  t<>- 
gether.  As  to  the  question  as  to  when  the  House 
ought  to  meet,  he  confessed  he  was  torn  by  con- 
tending emotions.  They  all  remembered  the 
debate  that  occurred  in  the  early  paft  of  the- 
session,  when  they  bad  nothing  to  do,  and  £he 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  expressed  a 
desire  that  every  member  who  had  not  appeared 
should  be  subject  to  the  usual  pains  and 
penalties  which  were  sometimes  inflicted. 
Those  honourable  members,  however,  had  since 
appeared.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was,  that 
the  House  was  sitting  by  relavs,  and  no  Ministry 
could  stand  if  it  was  to  be  bullied  by  one-haU 
of  the  House,  and,  when  they  had  exhausted 
themselves,  the  other  half  should  come  np  and 
do  the  same  thing.  There  was  one  great 
reason  why  they  had  been  brought  into  this 
uncertain  and  unpleasant  condition,  and  it 
was  this :  that,  while  they  had  determined  on 
a  short  session,  they  had  gradually  drifted  into 
what  appeared  to  be  likely  to  be  a  very  long 
tession.  He  had  always  been  of  opinion  thai 
the  course  taken  by  ti^  Qorexnment  waa  a 
Ur.  Bt^ori 


wrong  one,  and  that,  having  got  tiie  iwtinMrtM 
passed,  they  should  simply  have  ctxifined  Q» 
session  to  the  purpose  of  giving  them  power  to  get 
over  their  present  troubles.  All  that  the  Hooat 
had  been  doing  was  passing  permanent  Uws 
and  Tti  airing  a  permanent  Govoimnent  in  a 
time  of  great  temportu^  excitement.  He  quits 
agreed  widi  the  honourable  member  for  Nelsan 
City  as  to  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  and  he 
had  never  heard  any  other  opinion  eipresed 
than  that  the  General  Assembly  ought  to  meet 
at  the  seat  of  Government.  It  wouM  be  betie 
if  both  the  mover  of  the  motion  and  the  monr 
of  the  amendment  withdrew  them  and  to^ 
the  assertion  of  a  principle  in  a  math  cat- 
stitutional  form  in  the  Bill  which  wss  eoDisg 
before  them,  and  which  called  upon  them  to 
vote  the  items  of  the  Loan  Bill  for  fifteen 
months. 

Mr.  DOMETT  thought  both  the  motiaB 
and  the  amendment  were  objectionable.  A 
similar  motion  was  brought  before  the  Hbnie 
last  session,  and  he  refrained  from  makiiig  uy 
remark ;  but  the  present  Oovemment  ia&  s 
difierent  conrae  and  seemed  to  make  t  Uinit- 
terial  question  of  it.  He  thought  no  possible 
crisis  could  arise  before  fifteen  monUis  tint 
would  make  it  necessary  that  the  House  shcxiU 
be  called  together  before  then.  No  one  oonM 
suppose  that,  with  the  troops  we  had  in  the 
coimtry,  the  Maoris  could  become  \ictoi& 
No  contingency  could  arise  that  would  msb 
it  necessary  for  the  House  to  meet  befoe 
fifteen  months.  Then,  he  took  the  amend- 
ment to  mean  that  the  House  should  not  meet 
for  fifteen  months.  There  were  objectiona  to 
that — constitutional  ones ;  md  one  vas  thit 
the  House  would  then  be  nearly  at  the  period 
of  its  natural  existence,  and  that  it  would 
therefore  have  very  little  hold  upon  the  Uinii- 
try.  One  of  the  extreme  measures  that  couU 
be  resorted  to  would  be  that  of  refusing  to  rote 
supplies,  although  probably  it  would  thA  be 
done.  Again,  we  Ministry  might  piefet  t» 
appeed  to  the  successors  of  the  present  Fadisr 
ment.  He  thought  both  the  amendment  sad 
the  motion  should  be  withdrawn,  and  he  would 
vote  against  both. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EICHMOND  thought  the  belt 
course  to  pursue  would  be  not  to  adopt  eitbei 
the  resolution  or  the  amendment,  but  to  lesre 
the  question  to  be  decided  when  they  voted  the 
estimates,  and  it  then  might  be  deteimined 
by  the  length  of  the  tether  they  gave  Ht 
Ministw. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  it  was  perfectly  tai» 
that  the  Government  felt  very  strongly  on  tli!» 
subject,  for  if  the  House  met  at  the  end  of  t^ 

E resent  financial  year  the  Government  woold 
a^e  very  little  time  to  do  anything,  and  tbeit 
energies  would  be  very  much  oripided.  He 
thought  it  was  not  desirable  ihaX  either  tin 
motion  or  the  amendment  should  be  withdrawn, 
but  that  they  should  have  an  expiessiaD  of 
opinion  from  the  House  as  to  what  period  tta 
supplies  would  be  voted  for.  The  Hoose  hai 
never  been  so  f  uU  of  members  as  it  was  now, 
and  the  Government  thought  tihat  an  eq)ressiiia 
of  opinion  taken  now  would  be  exeeediaglf 
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valnable.  Another  reason  why  they  should 
extend  the  period  of  their  meeting  wa«  that 
the  present  time  was  a  most  inconvenient  one 
for  members,  and  also  inoonvenient  for  the 
tcansaction  of  publio  business.  The  most  con- 
▼enient  time,  lie  thought,  would  be  between 
March  and  April,  and  it  would  prevent  the 
neoeesity  of  the  Qovermnent  having  to  spend 
money  withont  the  anthority  of  the  Parliament. 

Mr.  yOGEL,  in  replying,  referred  to  the 
lenuuk  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  to  the 
neat  trast  reposed  in  the  Ministry.  He  (Mr. 
Vogel)  thought  the  honourable  member  did  not 
appreciate  what  was  considered  Responsible 
Government,  but  seemed  to  think  that  the 
House  chose  the  Ministry,  and  that  then  they 
became  trustees  of  the  House,  to  carry  out  its 
wishes  in  their  own  way ;  and,  in  effect,  the 
honourable  member  believed  in  government 
hy  delegation  instead  of  representation.  He 
(Mr.  Vogel)  said  that  a  Besponsible  Qovem- 
ment  should  never  complain  of  having  the 
aasistaace  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  on 
the  oonstitntional  question  alone  honourable 
mMnbers  would  support  his  motion.  They 
were  threatened  with  a  Ministerial  crisis,  but 
that  meant  but  a  dissolution,  or  a  retam  to 
office  \with  another  name. 

The  Oovemment  having  agreed  to  the  omis- 
sion of  the  words  ■*  being  earlier  than  July 
nor  "  in  the  amendment,  as  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr. 
Stafford),  the  amendment  was  put  in  uie  fol- 
lowing shape  and  agreed  to:  "That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Oo- 
Tomor  to  call  the  House  together  so  soon  as  the 
state  of  the  colony  will  permit,  and  not  later 
than  March,  1865." 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  ORDERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND, 
it  was  agreed,  That  Standing  Older  No.  12  be 
snsi>ended  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Major  RICHARDSON  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  further  provision  for 
the  representation  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
in  the  General  Assembly.  He  said  the  Re- 
presentation Committee  had  found  great  diffi- 
oolty  in  ascertaining  the  basis,  but  they  relied 
an  the  statistical  tables  furnished  by  the  Minis- 
tiy.  Their  proposal  was  to  add  thirteen  new 
members  to  the  House;  and  it  was  a  very 
gratifying  circumstance— a  proposal  which  origi- 
nated with  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  (Mr.  StiiHord) — that  at  the  very  time  they 
were  accepting  the  trust  of  Native  aSturs  they 
mmld  be  providing  two  members  to  represent 
the  Natives  of  this  colony.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  ii  there  was  any  one  part  of  this  report 
that  the  House  would  agree  to  it  would  be  this. 
He  would  simply  say  that  the  Committee  had 
loond  it  necessary  to  specify  certain  districts 
in  which  alterations  should  be  made,  m  fol- 
low: Two  members  for  the  Native  districts, 
two  for  the  Canterbury  Province,  seven  for 
Otago,  and  one  for  Southland. 

Mr.  3.  0.  RICHMOND  said  there  was  one 


passage  in  the  report  which  the  House  could 
not  adopt,  and  that  was  that  the  two  persons 
to  represent  the  Native  districts  should  be  of 
European  descent.  That  was  quite  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  Act.  He  would  remind 
the  honourable  member  that  it  was  qiiite  com- 
petent for  any  person,  whether  European, 
Asiatic,  or  New  Zealander,  to  represent  the 
Natives,  provided  they  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  Act. 

Mr.  BRODIE  said  there  was  something  ex- 
traordinary in  the  proposition  of  giving  a  couple 
of  members  to  the  ^atives.  If  they  admitted 
the  principle  of  givmg  the  Natives  representa- 
tion, they  must  apply  also  the  basis  of  represen- 
tation— namely,  the  voting-power.  This  seemed 
to  be  a  proposition  for  introducing  representa- 
tion without  having  regard  to  qualification. 
Now,  he  was  driven  to  this  conclusion :  that 
the  Natives  had  inherently  a  right  to  vote, 
although  they  had  not  legally  taken  steps  to 
have  their  qualifications  recognized.  He  said 
that  any  Bill  which  had  such  a  provision  as 
the  one  he  referred  to  in  it  would  not  nceive 
his  assent. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  thought  it  would  have  bees 
better  if  the  honourable  member  had  seen  the 
Bill  before  he  ventured  to  comment  upon  it. 
So  far  as  he  could  understand  the  honourable 
member's  remarks,  he  seemed  to  assume  that  the 
present  tribal — or  whatever  might  be  the  most 
proper  designation — qualification  was  consi- 
dered to  be  a  qualification  under  the  Constitution 
Act.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  ventured  to  say  that 
no  such  provision  would  be  found  in  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  member  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  know  what  particular  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  moved  that  the  Natives  should  be 
represented ;  and  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  in  a 
position  to  inform  him  in  the  most  authentio 
manner  that  he  was  that  member,  and  that 
in  a  Committee  of  ten  the  proposition  was 
unanimously  adopted.  He  did  think  that  the 
honourable  member  was  not  one  who  should 
have  complained  of  an  infringement  of  the 
Constitution  Act,  for  he  heard  loud  murmurs 
against  giving  representation  to  the  constitu- 
ency which  had  sent  the  honourable  member 
into  that  House,  and  he  had  heard  it  remarked 
that  it  was  a  very  unconstitutional  act,  al- 
though one  which  had  a  precedent  in  the  gold 
districts  of  Australia.  He  would  state  at  onoe 
what  were  the  motives  which  led  him  to  pro- 
pose that  the  Natives  should  be  reprosented 
in  the  Honse.  In  the  first  place,  the  Natives 
had  been,  and  were  likely  to  continue  to  be,  a 
most  valuable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  o{ 
New  Zealand ;  and  not  only  did  they  pay  taxes 
to  an  amount  which  the  honourable  member 
who  had  last  spoken  had  no  conception  of, 
and  which  he  would  find  out  if  he  referred  to 
previous  Financial  Statements,  but  they  were 
large  producers.  The  whole  of  the  kauri  gum 
had  been  exported  through  th^  agency  of  the 
Natives  only ;  a  very  large  proportion  of  wheat 
had  been  produced  by  them ;  and  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  potatoes  which  formed  such  ik 
valuable  export  from  1853  to  1856  was  the  result 
of  their  industry.    They  were  unhappily  in  » 
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different  position  now ;  bnt  they  would  resume 
the  position  of  producers,  emd  they  would  be 
more  permanently  interested  in  the  legislation 
of  the  country  than  the  constituency  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  attacked  the  pro- 
position, who  would  emigrate  to  California, 
Nova  Scotia,  or  any  other  place  where  dis- 
coveries might  be  made.  He  (Mr.  Stafford) 
bad  been  present  when  the  mere  fact  of  "  Old 
Bill "  or  "  Long  George  "  being  seen  going  over 
a  hill  with  a  pick  and  shovel  on  his  shoulder 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  sending  some 
hundreds  of  persons  in  eager  pursuit,  it  not 
being  known  where  he  was  going.  Such  was 
the  nature  of  the  occupation  of  those  whom 
the  honourable  member  represented.  They 
had  the  Natives  here,  and  he  trusted  that  they 
would  have  them  long,  for  he  believed  that  they 
would  rapidly  increase  in  civilization,  and 
become  a  most  important  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Zealand.  He  would  be  proud 
to  think  that  ho  had  been  one  of  the  humble 
agents  in  obtaining  direct  representation  for 
them,  and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  become 
law.  The  honourable  member  for  Omata  had 
objected  to  the  words  "European  descent;"  but 
he  did  not  intend  to  confine  the  representatives 
to  persons  of  any  particular  race,  and  if  the  Bill 
did  contain  those  words  it  might  be  advantage- 
ously modified.  He  desired  to  see  the  Natives 
represented,  bat  not  by  persons  of  their  ovm 
laoe,  for  if  they  were  it  would  be  a  great  sham. 
To  send  two  Natives  into  that  House,  whether 
great  chiefs  or  minor  chiefs,  who  would  be 
perfectly  unable  tb  understand  what  was  going 
on,  or  to  express  an  opinion,  would  certainly 
be  a  mere  sham,  and  the  Natives  would  be 
as  well  represented  by  a  tatooed  figure.  That 
was  the  reason  why  he  wished  the  Natives 
should  be  represented  by  others  than  of  their 
own  race — gentlemen  who,  having  au  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  Native  character,  woold  be 
able  to  properly  represent  them. 
Mr.  O'NEILL  felt  pleasure  in  supporting  the 

Soposition  for  giving  the  Natives  two  members, 
e  believed  that  hitherto  much  money,  sym- 
pathy, and  kindness  had  been  thrown  away 
upon  the  Natives :  still,  that  ought  not  to  pre- 
vent the  House  from  giving  them  a  due  repre- 
sentation. They  had  a  large  interest  in  the  soil, 
and  that  alone  would  induce  him  to  support 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  there  would  he  some 
difficulty  in  the  Natives  being  impartially  repre- 
sented by  two  members,  as  the  districts  were 
scattered,  and  but  a  small  portion  of  the  bulk 
would  be  represented.  He  thought  the  Natives 
vonld  say  that  we  gave  them  representatives 
because  we  were  afraid  of  them,  and  that  we 
^d  it  to  coax  them.  Let  the  war  be  brought 
to  Ba  end,  and,  if  such  a  thing  were  necessary, 
then  he  would  support  it. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

PRIZE-FIRINQ. 
Mr.  HARRISON  moved  for  a  copy  of  cor- 
respondence with  reference  to  the  last  rifle 
TOrize-flring,  so  far  as  may  coBcem  Nelson  and 
Wanganui. 

Afr.  Stafford 


Mr.  RUSSELL  said  there  would  be  no  ofajee- 
tion  to  produce  any  correspondence  tliatWMJn 
the  possession  of  the  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Captain  BUTLER  moved.  That  there  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  House  copies  of  all  ooc- 
respondence  between  the  Government  and  tha 
Resident  Ma^trate  of  Mongonoi,  and  othets, 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Pirimona,  a 
Maori  minister  now  travelling  in  the  nnrthwa 
parts  of  this  province. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  attention  of  the  Govezn- 
ment  had  been  called  to  the  sabjectof  ti>t 
honourable  member's  motion  by  their  offioea 
in  the  Bay  of  Islands  and  HoVianga  distziets, 
who  had  complained  that  a  certain  Maod  in- 
dividual— an  ordained  minister  of  the  Chmeh 
of  England  who  had  been  engaged  about  Auck- 
land— had  been  in  the  district  circulating  ex- 
tremely false  reports  about  the  progress  of  tba 
Waikato  war,  treating  it  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible contempt,  and  doing  all  he  ooold  to  ezcits 
sympathy  in  the  minds  of  the  Natives  in  Oit 
North.  He  was  so  persevering  that  tlie  Beei- 
dent  Magistrate  called  upon  him  to  substantiate 
his  statements ;  and  various  questions  were  pot 
to  him,  in  which  he  contradicted  himself.  The 
matter  appeared  to  be  of  such  consequence— 
namely,  that  an  ordained  minister  of  tiie 
Church  of  England  should  be  allowed  to  occupy 
himself  in  prooeedings  bordering  on  sedition — 
that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  bad  otrat- 
municated  with  the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand; 
and  the  Bishop  at  once  saw  the  gross  im;n- 
priety  of  the  act,  and  undertook  to  interfere  snd 
recall  him  from  the  Bay  of  Islands.  Not  moie 
than  six  days  had  yet  elapsed ;  bnt  no  doubt 
the  Bishop  had  taken  the  necessary  steps.  At 
present  the  Government  had  oalj:  an  ex  parit 
statement,  although  the  evidence  showed oleariy 
that  this  person  had  circulated  extremdy  ioH 
proper  reports  with  an  extremely  impro'ti 
object. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
The  House  went   into    Committee    of  tbs 
Whole  for  the   consideration   of  the   NelioB 
Waste  Lands  BilL 

IN  COMMIITBX. 

Clause  4S  read. 

Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment. To  omit  all  the  words  of  clanse  45,  witk 
a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  :— 

•<  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bocktd,  at  their 
discretion,  by  giving  the  like  notice  as  is  re- 
quired in  the  case  of  auctions,  to  declare  aaj 
rural  land,  which  shall  have  been  for  six 
months  in  the  schedule  of  lands  for  sale  st 
fixed  prices,  to  be  open  for  lease  on  the  temM 
hereinafter  contained ;  and  such  land  shall  ooo- 
tinue  open  for  lease  as  long  as,  and  no  longet 
than,  the  same  continues  open  for  sale  at  fixed 
prices :  Provided  that  such  land  shall  be  taken 
m  such  blocks  as  the  Board  may  think  fit: 
Provided  also  that  no  such   lease  shall  ba 
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fpauated  of  land  ondex  a  depaatoriag  license 
moad  ptior  to  the  passinK  ot  this  Act,  to  any 
other  penon  than  tne  holder  of  sooh  license, 
nntil  snob  lease  shall  have  been  for  six  months 
offered  to  such  licensee,  and  not  accepted  by 
him." 

The  Conunittee  divided   on  ihe  question, 
"That  the  vrords  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  question.'' 
Atbs,  80. 
Baldwin  JoUie  Vogel 

BeU  Mantell  Wayne 

Batler  Mason  Wells 

Cargill  Monro,  D.         Wilkin 

Oolenso  Munro,  3.  Williamson,  Job 

Cox  O'Neill  Williamson,Jno 

Cnrtis  Pateison  Wilson 

FitzOerald        Beynolds  Wood. 

Fitzherbert       Bussell  Teller. 

Fox  Taylor,  W.  W.  Gillies. 

Graham,  G. 

KoES,  8. 
Atkinson  Domett 

Brodie  Ormond 

Carter  Benall 

Majority  for,  22. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave 
again. 

EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  FITZGEBAIjD  said  that  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  orders  of  the  day  he  would  ask 
leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  npon  what  had 
beev  luiiaUy  considered  a  question  of  order. 
In  a  report  which  appeared  in  the  Southern 
Oros*  newspaper  this  morning  of  a  speech  de- 
livered in  the  House  on  Tuesday  night  by  him- 
aelf,  he  read  expressions  reported  which  he  was 
inoUned  to  thiiJi  he  did  not  use,  but  which,  if 
be  did  use,  certainly  appeared  in  print  to  oon- 
tey  a  meaning  which  he  hod  no  intention  of 
conveying.  He  did  not  mean  to  impugn  the 
accuracy  of  the  work  of  the  reporter,  because 
be  confessed  the  reporting  on  that  occasion 
l^peaied  to  him  to  have  be^  very  good  indeed; 
Imt  it  appeared  in  that  report  that,  when  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  the  Northern 
Division  rose,  he  (Mr.  FitzOerald)  was  made  to 
reply  that  he  had  intentionally  CMt  a  slur  on 
the  people  of  Auckland.  He  had  had  no  such 
intention ;  it  was  quite  contrary  to  the  mean- 
ing he  wished  to  express.  He  meant  that  he 
waa  intentionally  bringing  forward  an  nn- 
popolar  snbjeot,  and  exprtjssing  an  unpopular 
view.  He  was  arguing  that  the  war  was  a 
bmefit  to  cert«kin  persons,  but  not  to  the  people 
of  Anekland ;  and  that,  however  unpopular  the 
idea  now,  the  people  of  Auckland  would  see  it 
was  a  policy  for  oontiifuing  the  war  and  the 
evils  that  they  were  suffering  under,  and  not  a 
policy  for  putting  a  speedy  stop  to  it.  He  hoped 
be  ought  be  allowed  to  express  in  the  strongest 
manner  his  regret  that  it  should  be  understood 
he  stud  anythuu  to  oast  a  slur  on  the  people 
of  Auckland.  There  was  also  an  expression 
which  seemed  to  infer  that  he  thought  the 
Inhabitants  of  Auckland  had  behaved  in  a 
flowacdiy  nuumei— "  timorous,"  he  believed,  waa 


the  word  used ;  bat  he  did  not  think  he  used  it 
in  that  sense.  What  he  wished  to  convey  was 
that  in  the  commencement  of  this  afiair  there 
had  been  a  panic  as  to  evils  which  might  arise ; 
but  no  one  felt  more  than  he  did  the  exoeed- 
ingly  noble  and  gallant  sacrifices  which  had 
been  made  by  the  people  of  Anekland ;  and  he 
was  anxious  that  no  expression  should  be  re- 
ported as  falling  from  his  mouth  that  went  to 
infer  that  he  meant  to  oast  a  slur  on  the.  people 
of  Auckland  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  was  very  glad  the  words  the 
honourable  member  had  made  use  of  did  not  in 
his  own  mind  bring  up  the  idea  which  they 
conveyed  to  him  (Mr.  O'Neill). 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  went   into   Committee   ol  the 
Whole  for  the  farther   consideration  of   the 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

)m  COUmTTEB. 

Clause  7. — The  money  raised  mider  the  au- 
thority of  this  Act  to  be  applied,  as  the  Go- 
vernor shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  ap- 
point, to  the  purposes  specified  in  the  schedule. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
omit  the  word  "  Governor,"  with  a  view  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  General  As- 
sembly." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  MONBO  said  he  must  call  attention  to 
the  wording  of  tbe  last  two  lines  of  the  clause. 
It  appeared'  to  him  this  was  a  Bill  for  raising 
money  simply,  and  in  its  clauses  there  was  no 
necessity  for  provision  being  made  for  objects 
different  from  the  Bill.  It  was  intended,  il  he 
understood  the  Bill  aright,  to  raise  money,  and 
not  to  appropriate  money ;  but  from  the  man- 
ner in  whicn  the  Bill  was  drafted  it  would 
appear  to  be  not  only  for  raising  money,  but 
also  for  appropriating  it.  The  two  ought  cer- 
tainly not  to  be  comprehended  or  fused  to- 
gether in  one  and  the  same  law.  When  they 
came  to  the  schedule,  he  would  propose  that  it 
should  be  omitted  altogether  sls  not  necessary. 
He  thought  the  proper  course  of  procedure 
would  be  to  bring  forward  some  subsequent  law 
to  appropriate  the  money.  These  remarks  were 
not  conceived  in  any  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
scheme  which  the  Government  nad  introduced 
to  the  House,  nor  in  any  spirit  of  captious 
hypercritioism.  He  would  also  observe  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  Bill  being  in  some  mea- 
sure an  Appropriation  Bill,  it  was  introduced 
in  the  House — if  they  were  to  imitate  the 
practice  of  Qie  Home  Government — in  a  man- 
ner, strictly  speaking,  in  which  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  introduced.  That  was  to  say,  it  was 
sent  down  to  the  House  enclosed  in  a  message 
from  His  Excellency  the  Governor.  He  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  refer  to  a  number  of  pre- 
cedents in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  found 
that,  if  the  House  of  Commons  thought  it 
necessary  to  raise  money  for  any  purpose,  the 
question  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  or  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
That  Committee  agreed  upon  certain  resoln* 
tions,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House ;  and, 
if  the  Hoose  agreed  therein,  then  certain  pel- 
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SODS  were  oiderad  to  biing  in  a  Bill.  By  the 
oonne  which  had  been  adopted  in  tha  psesent 
instanoo  all  tiiose  what  he  might  call  constitu- 
tional safeguards  against  laising  large  sums  of 
money  which  might  be  burdensome  to  the 
people  of  the  oomitnr  bad  been  neglected.  The 
Bill  had  been  sent  down  in  a  message  by  the 
QoTemor,  and,  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
House,  had  been  then  read  a  first  time.  He 
would  have  felt  it  his  duty  as  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  when  the  message  came  down  from 
His  Excellency  enclosing  the  Bill,  to  have 
ol»erved  that  such  a  mode  of  prooisdure  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
House,  and  opposed  to  the  constitutional  prac- 
tice, had  not  the  Bill  been  a  Bill  for  appropria- 
tion as  well  as  for  reusing  money.  He  sub- 
mitted that  in  regard  to  this  Bill  there  had 
been  a  departure  from  the  constitutional  prac- 
.tice  followed  on  the  introduction  of  Bills  autho. 
rizing  the  raising  of  large  sums  of  money ;  and, 
with  the  view  of  doing  away  with  the  portion 
relating  to  appropriation,  which  would  be  better 
placed  in  another  Bill,  he  would  move.  That 
all  the  words  after  "  direct,"  in  the  third  line, 
should  be  omitted.  The  Bill  would  then,  sup- 
posing thpse  words  and  the  schedule  were 
omitted,  be  a  Loan  Bill  simply — a  Bill  for  rais- 
ing money — and  the  money  so  raised  would  bo 
BiKiject  to  the  appropriation  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly.  He  imagined  the  proper  way  to 
appropriate  the  money  would  be  by  an  Appro- 
pnation  Act. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  the  Committee  were 
very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Speaker  for  his  re- 
marks relative  to  the  Bill  under  consideration, 
and  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  entirely  concurred  in 
what  had  fallen  from  him  regarding  its  intro- 
duction. He  qould  only  regret  that  Mr. 
SpeaJcer  had  not  thought  fit  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  circniqstance  which 
he  had  just  brought  before  their  notice ;  for  it 
properly  devolved;  upon  him,  as  the  guudian 
of  the  constitutional  practice  to  be  observed  in 
that  House,  to  require  that  they  should  in  all 
oases  conform  to  the  precedents  which  they 
found  laid  down  lor  the  guidance  of  Assemblies 
acting  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  Legislature 
of  which  they  formed  a  part,  and  under  a 
similar  form  of  government.  Mr.  Speaker  had 
stated  what  was  the  practice  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  subject  then  under  con- 
sideration. He  might  uso  have  stated  that 
the  same  practice  was  followed  in  Canada, 
Victoria,  and  other  colonies  having  responsible 
forms  of  goveniment.  At  the  former  session  of 
the  House,  before  Responsible  Grovemment  was 
entirely  accepted — he  might  say  when  half- 
accepted — the  Government  of  the  day,  when  a 
sum  of  money  was  considered  necessary  to  be 
raised,  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Certain  reso- 
lutions were  brought  in;  and  the  form  and 
language  of  those  resolutions,  it  would  be  re- 
membered, were  changed  and  varied  very  much 
after  great  discussion,  and  before  they  ulti- 
mately assumed  the  shape  in  which  they 
passed.  The  result  was  that  an  Act  waA 
oronght  into  the  House  to  give  legal  efieot  to 
Dr.  Monro 


Uie  resohitions  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  sad 
Means.  It  was  true,  in  raf  erring  to  preoobnti, 
two  or  three  could  be  fonnd  of  oantradiotciy 
character ;  but  it  was  very  desirable  that  t» 
soon  as  possible  the  canstitutioaal  pcastioe  is 
the  House  should  be  carried  out  as  strictly  as 
possible  in  oonformify  with  Responsible  Oo- 
vemnlent.  He  was  pnpand  to  agree,  hiding 
these  views,  that  uie  whole  of  the  olaass 
should  be  struck  out,  bat  would  consent  to  the 
modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Speaker.  IThe 
clause  was  surplusage,  and  only  repeated  one 
again  what  the  Appropriation  Act  would  say. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  course  followed  by  tti4 
Government  on  this  occasion  was  in  confoonity 
vrith  that  followed  by  the  Government  pre- 
viously. In  the  Act  of  the  session  of  last  yci, 
at  Wellington,  and  in  the  Loan  Act  of  18S0— 
from  which,  in  fact,  this  Bill  had  been  copied 
—  there  was  the  appropriation  for  the  loaii 
speeified ;  and  the  Goveniment  had  thought,  in 
introducing  it  in  this  loan,  that  there  would  be 
two  objects  gained.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Coihmittee  would  see  at  once  the  msnner  i> 
which  the  Government  proposed  to  raise  the 
loan,  and  it  would  also  be  shown  in  a  preoisd 
manner  the  mode  in  which  the  money  was  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated.  He  would  tanai 
that  it  might  be  considered  surplusage,  but  it 
was  a  matter  worthy  of  consideration  whether 
on  the  present  occasion  it  would  be  advisable 
to  strike  out  the  clause  and  schedule,  or  kave 
them  in  for  the  purpose  he  had  referred  to— 
namely,  to  show  in  one  single  act  the  amoont 
of  money  to  be  raised,  and,  generally,  the  pa^ 
poses  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  The  ques- 
tion of  order  which  Mr.  Speaker  had  raised  was 
one  that  he  (Mr.  Wood)  had  not  heard  raisei 
before— especially  on  the  point  which  he  raised 
with  reference  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind  being  for- 
waided  by  the  Governor.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  all  money  Bills  of  the  descriptka 
of  the  one  in  question  must  be  sent  to  the 
House  by  the  Governor.  He  believed  it  was  w 
provided  in  the  Constitution  Aot,  and  it  was  in 
accordance  therewith  that  the  Bill  was  for- 
warded in  the  way  it  had  been. 

Mr.  TOOEL  said  he  felt  great  Measure  in 
being  able  on  this  occasion  to  support  the 
clause,  or  with  a  very  slight  amendment  then- 
to.  He  could  not  see  what  objection  there  oo^dd 
be  to  combining  a  Bill  for  raising  n>oney  with  a 
Bill  for  appropriation,  so  far  as  it  might  be  re- 
garded in  a  cdnstitutional  point  of  view.  Bs 
thought  a  slight  amendment,  however,  m^^ 
be  made  in  the  clause  by  substituting  for  tia 
word  "  Governor  "  the  wcxd  "  Assembly." 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  subatitntion  was  alraaclT 
made. 

Mr.  VOGEL  said  reference  had  bean  maoit 
to  precedents.  He  could  only  say  that  he  had 
seen  many  Loan  Bills  introduced  in  other  oelo- 
nies,  and  clauses  aimilii.r  to  the  one  proposed  l» 
be  inserted  aneed  to. 

Mr.  STAX'FOBD  said  Uie  loan  of  Yietoiia  <ot 
seven  millions,  and  loans  of  Cwiada,  hsl 
been  pamed  under  Acts  of  a  totally  diflcnst 
nature.  The  Crown  recommended  the  vetisg 
oi  espenditora  for  oertain  poxpoaw,  «(d  te 


Digitized  by 


Google 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE,] 


Loan  BUI. 


wr 


-mttee  of  Supply;  and 

->  of  Ways  and  Means, 

-•ed  to  and  repozted 

Bill  embodying 

^'loed. 

'  mattei  in 
little  ex- 
^.eakei:  at 
-u  which  the 
.dtned,  for  they 
otion  or  omission 
^ared  to  have  been 
jn   the   part   of   Mi. 
Ao  member  for  Nelson 
^l<  '^  ^r '  -id  the  honourable  member 
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*  4^   w  khought  these  honourable  mem- 

,  ^  '  somewhat  misled  by  a  somewhat 

V  t  the  term  "  appropriation."    It  was 

.«  an  Appropriation  Act — that  was,  an 
itothorizing  the  expenditure  of  certain 
alleys,  or  requesting  the  expenditure  of  oer- 
tiia  moneys— 4hould  come  down  from  the  Qo- 
TCmor ;  but  an  Act  simply  supplyii^  the  means 
d  that  expenditure  ought  to  be  originated  in  a 
Oonunittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  admitted 
it  night  be  an  omission  in  sending  down  this 
ffiU  from  the  Qovemor;  but  in  1862  a  similar 
Act  to  tHe  one  under  discussion  was  sent  down 
iQr  message,  and  no  objection  was  taken.  On 
two  prsTions  oooasions  that  course  was  not 
adopted.  The  correct  course  would  doubtless 
have  been  l^  submitting  the  question  to  a  Com- 
mittee (rf  Ways  and  Means.  But,  having  said 
tiuu  much,  he  thought  there  was  something 
farther  to  be  said  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Bill. 
He  contended  that  it  was  not  a  Bill  of  Appco- 
yiation,  in  a  correct  term ;  for  the  clause  under 
ooDsideration  did  not  authorize  the  expendi- 
ture. The  clause  said  that  "  The  money  to 
Iw  bcoowed  under  the  authority  of  this  Act 
diall  i>e  applied,  in  such  manner  as  the  Oo- 
mnor  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and 
Sfpoint,  to  the  several  purposes  specified  and 
est  frath  in  the  schedule."  It  did  not  say 
that  "  the  money  is  to  be  issued  and  ap- 
plied." These  were  the  terms  of  an  Appro- 
Riation  Act  —  of  an  Act  authorizing  expen- 
oitQce — adopted  both  by  the  Home  Govem- 
nwtt  and  in  Appropriation  Acts  of  this  colony. 
HoBonrable  members  would  see  that  these  were 
not  the  terms  made  use  of  in  the  Bill  before 
Hham.  It  waa  not,  therefore,  a  proper  Appro- 
yiation  Act,  but  rather  one  of  eJlooation.  In 
Mm  Act  of  1660,  which  originated  in  a  Gom- 
iBlttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  found  the  very 
ekuise  which  was  introduced  in  the  present  BiU 
— tkat  was,  "  The  money  to  be  borrowed  under 
th«  authority  of  this  Act  shall  be  applied  in 
n«h  manner  as  the  Qovemor  shall  from  time 
to  time  direct,"  &c.  Then  it  went  on  in  the 
Hhsdnle,  showing  how  some  eight  different 
anoonts  should  be  laid. out;  and  following 
Vpsn  the  back  of  that  was  the  Appropriation 
Act,  vhieb  stated  that  "  there  shall  and  may 
he  Sanied  and  ^iplied  for  the  serviaes  of  the 
IMti  ona  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sizlfy 
•ni  me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixfy- 
Mk%"  te.    H«  e<«tenMd  Hu^  the  olaoie  wae 


not  an  appropriation  olanse,  1>nt  rather  one  of 
allocation;  uid  the  sphedule  was  also  intro- 
duced with  the  view  of  showing  to  the  public 
creditor  to  what  purpose  it  was  intended  to 
apply  the  money.  It  was  a  question  of  very 
little  importance  to  the  Government  whether 
the  olanse  was  agreed  to  or  not. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Atbs,  28. 
Butler  Harrison  Vogel 

Carter  O'Neill  Walker 

Colenso  Ormond  Wells 

Cox  Benall  Williamson,  Jas 

Curtis  Biohmond,  J.  O.Williamson,  Jno 

Eyes  Bussell  Wilson 

PitzOerald        Taylor,  0.  3.      Wood. 
Fox  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Graham,  G.      Thomson  TtUer. 

Graham,  B.      Turton  GiUies. 


Noes,  12.' 

Jollie  Wayne 

Monro,  D.  Weld. 
Reynolds  Teller. 

Bichardson  Stafford. 


Atkinson 

BeU 

Cargill 

Domett 

Fitzherbert 

Majority  for,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  as  amended  do  stand  part  of 
the  BiU." 

Axes,  SI. 
Butler  Graham,  R.      Vogel 

Cargill  Ebtfiison  WtJker 

Carter  O'NeiU  Wells 

Colenso  Ormond  Wilkin 

Cox  Benall  .Williamson,  Jas 

Curtis  Richmond,  J.  O.WilliamBon,Jn» 

Eyes  Saunders  Wilson 

FitzGerald        Taylor,  C.  3.      Wood. 
Fox  Taylor,  W.W. 

Gillies  Thomson  Telier. 

Graham,  G.       Turton  Bussell. 

Noes,  11. 
BeU  Faterson  Wayne 

Domett  Reynolds  Weld. 

JoUie  Richardson  Teller, 

Monro,  D.  Stafford  Atkinson. 

Majority  for,  20. 

Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

BiU  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to. 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  iOth  November,  186S. 


Colonial  S^pnoai— Military  Settlers— First  Beading 

The  Hon.  the  Spejisbb  took  the  chair  at  two 

o'clock. 

PsaxBsa. 
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COLONIAZi  DBFENGKS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELIi  asked  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General,  Whether  it  is  intended  by  tiie 
OoTemment  to  propose  in  the  present  session 
any  alteration  in  the  Militia  Act,  or  in  "  The 
Colonial  Defence  Force  Act,  1883  T"  There  ap- 
peared, he  said,  to  be  some  tmoertainty  as  to 
the  precise  position  of  the  Volunteers  who  were 
now  being  introdaced  into  the  coontiy — as  to 
whether  or  not  they  would  be  placed  under  the 
Qovemmentof  the  colony,  as  represented  under 
tiie  Militia  Act,  or  whether  it  was  intended 
that  they  should  be  plsMed  under  any  difierent 
s^tem  of  military  regulation.  Under  the  Mill- 
tia  Acts,  he  believed,  there  were  Tarioos  regula- 
tions made,  such  as  a  classification  of  the  persons 
liable  to  serve,  and  a  division  into  classes,  with 
a  variety  of  particulars  respecting  the  persons 
being  only  bound  to  do  Militia  duty  within  a 
certain  district,  and  not  obliged  to  serve  out 
of  that  district.  It  would  appear  to  him — but 
he  spoke  doubtfully,  and  subject  to  the  informa- 
tion which  might  be  given  to  him  by  his  honour- 
able friend  the  Attorney-Qeneral — that  the 
Militia  Act  would  be  found  not  exactly  to  apply 
to  the  class  of  persons  now  bein^  introduced, 
and  that  the  clses  of  service  in  which  they  were 
engaged  would  require  some  special  legislation 
thereon.  There  was  an  Act  pshssed  in  1862  con- 
atitnting  the  Oolonial  Defence  Corps ;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  particular  service  in 
which  the  military  settiers  would  be  engaged 
rather  belonged  to  the  class  provided  for  by 
the  Act  of  1862.  But  that  Act  prescribed  a 
limit,  and  also  the  amount  authorized  to  be 
ezpmded  upon  that  special  service— a  limit  in 
pomt  of  number  and  m  amount,  so  as  to  make 
it,  therefore,  incajiable  of  being  applied  to  the 
olius  of  persons  being  introduced  in  such  large 
numbers.  Under  these  circumstances  he  had 
deemed  it  necessary  to  ask  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  propose  any  alteration  in  the  Militia 
Act  or  in  the  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  this  subject 
had  been  veir  carefully  considered  when  it  vras 
first  proposed  that  the  Volunteer  settiers  should 
be  engaged  for  the  service,  and  it  was  then 
found  that  the  Militia  Act  would  meet  the 
difficulty.  It  was  true  that  there  was  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Act  that  no  Militiaman  could  be 
compelled  to  'go  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
district  for  which  he  was  called  up ;  and  those 
engaged  in  or  for  Auckland  could  not  be 
forced  to  go  beyond  thirty  miles  of  Auckland. 
Bnt  ttiere  was  another  provision,  that,  when 
they  volunteered  for  particular  service,  then 
they  conld  be  taken  farther  bom  Auckland,  or 
wherever  the  district  might  be.  He  would 
tefer  to  the  clause  immediately ;  bnt  he  might 
flnt  state  that  in  the  Waikato  regulations 
the  conditions  entailed  that  the  Volunteers 
should  consent  at  once  to  go  beyond  the 
district — ^to  volunteer  to  go  to  any  portion  of 
Auckland.  Thus  Oovemment  could  take  them 
where  they  might  please.  No  objection  had 
been  found  to  the  working  of  the  Act  so  far, 
Knd  he  did  not  anticipate  any  would  be  found. 
Of  course,  the  engagements  with  the  men  al- 
iMbdy  brought  under  the  Aoi.  could   not   be 


altered ;  and  he  did  not  see  the  neeeRiy  tt 
mating  any  alteration  in  the  tenns  of  eng 
ment  with  those  who  mi(^t  follow.  The  1 
tia  Act  had  so  far  done  til  that  was  neoetnn, 
and  it  was  thought  it  would  do  ilII  that  mmld 
be  required  for  the  future.  In  the  7th  duta 
of  the  Act  would  be  found  the  folloniiig 
words: — 

"  Provided  always  that  neither  the  whols 
nor  any  part  of  the  Militia,  to  be  raised  in  asy 
district  shall  cm  any  account  be  earned  oc 
ordered  to  go  beyond  the  boundaries  of  tooh 
district,  except  only  such  as  shall  vdaiiteet 
for  service  out  of  the  same." 

These  were  the  conditions  under  which  dia 
men  volunteered,  and  they  were  liable  to  tene 
under  them.  There  were  no  Volunteen  in  &» 
question — they  were  all  Militia.  They  van 
sworn  in  as  Militia,  u>pointed  as  Militia,  tai 
the  whole  regulated  oy  Militia  law.  Thej 
simply  volunteered  to  ^tform  a  certain  att- 
vice.  There  was  a  proviso  in  clause  31  relaiifa 
to  active  service : — 

"  Provided  always  that  whamever  the  whoia 
of  the  Militia  of  any  district  is  drawn  oat  te 
actual  service  the  Volunteers  in  such  diatdct 
shall  always  be  liable  to  serve,  either  as  a 
body,  or  such  of  them  as  are  on  the  MiUtiaKil], 
as  part  of  the  regular]  Militia ;  and  that,  wbffi- 
ever  a  part  or  certain  number  only  of  tka 
Militia  of  any  district  is  ohosen  b^  ballot  tot 
aMstnal  service,  any  Volunteers  bung  oa  Um 
Militia  roll  shall  be  liable  to  such  ballot,  and,  if 
chosen,  to  serve  accordingly,  unless  they  sbaU 
be,  or  shall  consent  to  go  if  required,  cnactoal 
service  as  Volunteers." 

So  far  the  Act  had  been  found  to  wodc  *d 
for  the  object  intended ;  but  now  the  qnaatiaD 
had  been  raised  he  would  reconsider  it.  Tlian 
were  already  some  three  thousand  men  en- 
gaged under  these  regulations,  and  nnlasitbaia 
was  some  vei^  important  object  to  b«  gained 
he  did  not  think  it  woold  be  desirable  to  pot 
those  who  were  to  follow  n^on  a  new  fixitci^ 
It  was  not  the  present  intention  of  the  Gonn- 
ment  to  alter  tine  Act. 

MILITARY  SETTLBBS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  had  obaanai 
a  statement  in  one  of  the  newspapers  thatit«ai 
tiie  intention  of  the  Government,  in  the  enot 
of  the  New  Zealand  Settiements  Bill  beeomisg 
law,  to  plant  a  setUement  in  thenei^1)oa^ 
hood  of  ue  Thames.  Of  course  an  aimocooa- 
ment  of  that  kind  excited  considerable  inten^ 
and  he  had  been  thtis  led  to  pnt°  tha  notioe 
standing  in  his  name  on  the  Order  Pa^ei;  te 
ask  whether  there  vras  any  intoition  on  the  psit 
of  the  Government  to  locate  settiements  intaat 
district.  The  Thames  Natives  were  in  a  la^ 
doubtful  state  as  regarded  their  disj^oiitioa 
towards  the  Ooveimnent:  they  were  notmofen 
rebellion  at  present,  although  a  pMtion  of  tbA 
he  believed,  had  gone  to  the  WMkatos;  w 
the  chief  vras  understood  to  be  in  a  positianot 
neutrality. "  Generally,  the  Natives  were  not  ■ 
open  rebellion.  He  believed  honouiaida  iMin- 
bera  would  agree  with  him  that  it  woola  H  a 
very  important  question  for  the  eckaj  u  B 
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iMte  nsderstood  that  the  GoTamment  had  de- 
tennmed  to  act  npon  this  nentral,  doubtful 
district,  and  takepoaaessian  of  the  huids  of  the 
Nattres  there.  £ua  honoutable  fiiend  the  At- 
tamey-Geneial  would  exoose  his  asking  the 
qaesiion  which  stood  in  his  name,  Whether,  in 
tbe  erent  of  the  Settlements  Bill  becoming  law, 
itia  intended  to  locate  a  settlement  in  the  dis- 
trict of  the  Thames,  or  neighbourhood  ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  npon  land  belonging  to  friendly  or 

neutral  tribes  7  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said,  with  regard 
to  the  statements  which  had  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  the  Council  well  knew  that  it  was 
geneialTy  found  that  newspapers  knew  more  of 
QoTemment  business  and  GoTemment  inten- 
tions than  the  GoTemment  did  themselves. 
All  he  could  say  with  regard  to  the  truth  of  the 
statement  was  that  up  to  the  present  time  the 
subject  had  not  been  thought  of,  or  spoken  of 
in  any  way  whatever,  by  the  Government ;  and, 
of  course,  no  settlement  would  be  formed  without 
careful  consultation,  with  the  General,  and  the 
Governor  likewise.  Ko  settlement  would  be 
founded  without  that  careful  consideration.  Up 
to  the  present  time  nothing  had  been  said  or 
done  regarding  a  settlement  there;  but,  of 
course,  it  would  be  impossible  to  speculate  as 
to  what  might  be  done  at  some  future  day. 

PIKST  READING. 
Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  Bill. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  20th  November,  1863. 

IiUid-purofaa«e— Land  Claim— Besisnstion  of  Mlois- 
ter— First  Beodinga—Ooldflelds— Land  Claims 
—Native  War— Seat  of  OoTemment— Bill  dls- 

■  charged  —  Second  Headings —Amendments  by 
Legislative  Cooncil- Loan  Appropriation  Bill — 
Mew  Zealand  Loan  Bill— Seat  of  Qovemment. 

Mr.  Sfbakes  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Fbatbbs. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 

Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  the  Government  has  come  to 
any  decision  on  the  amounts  due  to  the-Wai- 
niapa  Natives  on  account  of  the  charge  of  5 
per  cent,  reserved  for  them  on  proceeds  of  cer- 
tain lands  formerly  sold  by  them  7 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  had  not  yet 
had  time  to  take  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion, and  therefore  he  was  not  in  a  position  to 
answer  the  honourable  member's  question. 

LAND  CLAIM. 
Mr.  MANTELL  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Ctown  Lands,  What  stejis  the  Government 
propose  to  take  in  reference  to  the  claim  of 
Peter  Williams  to  certain  lands  in  the  Province 
of  Otago  promised  to  him  by  the  Government 
in  ezdmnge  for  certain  other  lands  in  the  same 
raovinoe  held  by  him  imder  grant  from  the 
Crown? 


Mr.  GILLIES  said  the  Government  proposed 
to  get  this  olaim  settled  as  soon  as  possible  by 
granting  him  the  land  claimed  so  far  aa  pos- 
sible. 

RESIGNATION  OP  MINISTER. 
Mr.  STAFFORD,  observing  that  the  name 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  put  the  last 

Question  stood  on  Uie  Order  Paper  as  that  of 
le  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  wished  to  know  what 
was  his  connection  with  the  Government ;  the 
prefix  "honourable"  being  in  general  only 
given  to  members  of  the  Legislative  Gonnoil 
or  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Mr.  MANTELL  did  not  know  exactly  what 
his  position  was.  He  was  certainly  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Upper  House,  nor  was  he  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet;  but  he  supposed  his  positioi^ 
must  have  arisen  somehow  m  this  way :  When 
the  late  Ministry  was  formed  lost  session  he 
accepted  a  seat  in  that  Ministry  without  office. 
At  their  request  he  afterwards  took  office^ 
which  he  subsequently  resigned,  and  at  the 
same  time  wished  to  resign  his  seat  in  the 
Executive,  but  was  informed  that  such  resig- 
nation would  not  be  accepted.  He  therefore 
retained  that  office,  and  retained  it  the  more 
willingly  because  he  thought  work  might  be 
done  in  the  place  where  he  was  resident,  and 
that  his  holding  that  office  might  enable  him 
to  do  that  work.  In  that  he  was  not  dis- 
appointed. He  had  been  able  to  satisfy  himself  ^ 
and  do  a  little  work  in  the  meantime,  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  Wishing,  however,  to  enter 
the  House  as  a  free  member  Again,  as  time 
drew  near  for  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly 
he  forwarded  his  resignation  to  the  head  of 
the  late  Ministry ;  which  resignation  was  not 
acknowledged.  He  waA  informed,  it  was 
true,  by  a  private  note,  that  his  honourable 
friend  did  not  intend  to  accept  his  resigna- 
tion, and  that  he  would  receive  an  official 
intimation  next  mail.  Nine  "next  mails" 
passed  without  any  such  intimation  reaching 
lEiim ;  and  finding,  that  he  was  getting  into 
an  anomalous  position,  he  forwarded  a  letter 
withdrawing  that  resignation,  as  the  only 
means  of  putting  himself  in  a  position  he 
could  comprehend.  When  he  arrived  at  thia 
place  the  first  news  he  received  was  that  his 
colleagues  had  resigned.  He  was  so  tired  of 
those  resignation  transactions  that  he  come  to 
the  conclusion  he  hod  done  with  them,  and 
waited  his  dismissal  from  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. If  he  were  now  asked  to  define  his  posi- 
tion, he  could  only  say  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Counoil  without  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  was  not  aware 
whether  the  honourable  member  received  sum- 
monses to  meetings  of  the  Executive  Counoil. 

Mr.  POX.— No. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  would  give  notice 
of  a  motion  to  the  effect  that  it  was  highly 
unconstitutional  and  inexpedient  that  any 
member  of  the  Executive  shgnld  be  in  the- 
position  of  not  being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
except  the  officer  commanding  the  troops. 

Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  would  be  most  happy,. 
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after  this  6spI«itHti«B,  to  fonrard  his  resigna- 
tiott  to  his  honontable  friends  if  they  wonld 
«88nre  him  that,  if  not  accepted,  it  would  be 
acknowledged. 

Mr.  FOX  assnied  the  hononiable  member 
that  it  would. 

Ur.  DOMETT  said  that,  not  hein^  much  of 
a  led-tapist,  he  had  thought  a  private  note 
with  his  name  to  it  would  have  been  sufficient 
intimation  for  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  considered  it  highly 
inconvenient  and  improper  that  these  transac- 
tions between  members  of  a  Oovemment  should 
■he  the  subject  of  discussion,  debate,  or  refer- 
ence in  the  House;  and  he  only  hoped  the 
matter  would  be  followed  up  by  his  honourable 
-friend  the  member  for  Nelson  City  asking  a 
-series  of  questions  which  wonld  lead  up  to  a 
number  of  stories  of  transactions  between  the 
members  of  previous  Qovetnments  that  might 
be  bound  together  in  an  amusing  volume  for 
the  entertainment  of  honourable  members. 

PIBST  READINGS. 
Lands  Clauses   Consolidation   Bill,   Crown 
•Orants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  Bill,  Naval  and 
Hilitary  Settlers  (Marlborough)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,  New  Provinces  Act  Repeal  Bill. 

QOLDPIELDS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  OILLIES,  it  was 
'Ordered,  That  the  Qoldfields  Report  laid  on  the 
table  of  this  House  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
members. 

LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  MANTBLL  moved  for  such  information, 
documentary  or  otherwise,  as  the  Government 
may  be  able  to  afford  as  to  the  action  taken 
on  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands  for  the  Province  of 
■Otago  in  favour  of  the  wives  and  half-casto 
fauniUes  of  Andrew  Moore,  Elisha  Apes,  J. 
Orocome,  Newton,  McCoy,  Bates,  Kelly,  Prints, 
Iieader,  Antone,  Leaoh,  Panlin,  Howell,  Lise- 
more,  Wizon,  Smith,  Low,  Crane,  Edwards, 
Oilroy,  and  Manuel,  which  recommendations, 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  dated  the  9th  June,  1864, 
No.  203,  were  referred  to  his  Honour  the  Super- 
intendent of  Otago.  He  referred  to  promises 
of  grants  of  land  having  been  made  to  these 
people,  and  not  fulfilled,  giving  rise  to  a  great 
deal  of  poverty  and  even  crime,  which  might 
have  been  saved  if  they  could  have  earned  an 
honest  livelihood  on  the  land  provided  them. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  WAR. 
Mr.  ORMOND  moved.  That,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent the  spread  of  active  rebellion  among  those 
tribes  the  majority  of  which  are  known  to 
sympathize  with,  and  who  might,  under  a 
misconception  of  the  totms  of  the  New  Zealand 
Settlements  Act,  at  any  moment  join,  the  Na- 
tives now  engaged  in  actual  warfare  with  us,  it 
is  neces'sary  that  the  Gk>vermnent  should  at 
once  distinctly  declare  and  publish  whether 
or  not  it  now  holds  the  lands  of  such  tribes 
forfeited,  or  considers  them  liable  to  seizure 
Mr.  Jtantell 


in  aoeordance  wiUi  the  provisiaas  of  "nis 
New  Zealand  Settlements  Act,  1668."  Hete- 
lieved  it  was  absolute^  neoessaty  to  take  Hm 
course,  and  hoped  the  Qoremment  would  state 
whether  they  mtended  to  do  anytiiing  of  tka 
kind,  that  the  Natives  might  know  wlu*  tliflir 
real  position  was.  The  Sopeontendent  of  Na^ 
pier  agreed  with  him  tiiat  this  ooorae  waa 
necessary  unless  the  Government  wished  to 
have  the  rebellion  spread  in  every  diieotian. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Oovemment  was  indeUed 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Ininging  this 
suirieot  before  the  House.  The  neoesaity  of 
such  a  stop,  however,  had  not  escaped  Ota 
Government.  He  could  not  say  that  tiiey 
wonld  give  precisely  the  same  notificatkn 
which  the  honourable  member  gnsgested,  but 
they  wonld  take  care  to  enunoiato  distinctiy  to 
the  Natives  such  intentions  wiib.  respect  to  the 
measures  referred  to — which,  however,  had  lu^ 
yet  passed  the  Legislature — as  would,  he  trusted, 
remove  all  apprehension  tram  the  mmds  of  say 
Natives,  not  engaged  in  rebellion,  of  beiog 
made  to  suffer  for  it.  He  trusted  that  hconir- 
able  members  wonld  be  satisfied  with  thesa- 
suranoe  that  the  Government  would  take  some 
such  stop  as  soon  as  the  Bill  became  law.  It 
was  the  more  necessary  to  do  so  as  langoage 
had  been  used  in  the  House  likely  to  give  tiie 
Natives  false  impressions  on  the  subject.  Per- 
haps, with  this  essnraaoe,  the  honouxable  mem- 
ber vronld  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  seconded  tiie  mofcioi. 
He  waa  aware  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  in 
his  last  remarks  referred  to  him.  That  was 
a  kind  of  language  which  had  at  all  tinMS 
been  used  in  all  large  assemUies  whenever 
there  had  been  difficulties  like  tiie  present,  ami 
measures  like  these  proposed — for  the  virtual 
suspension  of  the  Constitution  of  the  ooonky, 
and  placing  great  powers  in  the  Gotersor^ 
hands :  the  discussion  had  always  been  tned 
to  be  suppressed.  But,  if  he  (Mr.  FitzO«tald) 
had  not  nsed  that  strong  language  in  tiie 
House,  standing  as  he  did  almost  alone,  against 
the  mode  in  which  the  Bill  was  first  drawn,  the 
Government  would  have  placed  it  beyood  their 
own  power  to  have  taken  the  stops  which  they 
were  now  assured  on  high  authoribr  they  most 
take,  and  that  instantly,  if  they  did  notwii^ 
to  throw  the  whole  of  the  Island  into  tiba 
flames  of  rebellion  by  means  of  the  Ai^  them- 
selves.  He  therefore  considered  that,  instead 
of  blame,  he  was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  country.  As  first  drawn  the  Bill  made  a» 
difference  between  the  lands  at  Natives  in  a 
state  of  insurrection  and  of  those  who  were  not 
in  a'steto  of  insurrection ;  and  it  was  only  after 
discussion  in  the  House  that  \h»  Qovernmeat 
agreed  to  the  amendment  which  was  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  Bill,  providing  that  only 
the  land  belonging  to  tite  Natives  m  rriwUita 
should  be  confiscated.  He  trusted  ttw  Go«k9- 
ment  would  not  lose  a  ringle  day  in  pabhAiiC 
a  Proclamation  to  the  Native  race,  tiJdng  A* 
opportunity  c^  informing  them  distinct^— 
that  which  he  believed  tiiey  did  not  usov- 
stand  in  most  parts  of  the  Nortibem  Island 
— what  were  the  causes  of  the  pcesent  iMt; 
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J  before  the  Natives  the  jnsti- 
ioation  we  had^— *nd  he  begged  leave  to  say 
that  we  had  a  veiy  good  jastification ;  he  had 
nerei  oontradicted  that — for  having  nuide  war 
on  the  Waikato  tribes ;  and  pointing  out  to  the 
Natives  distinctly  that  their  lands  were  not 
goiiig  to  be  forfeited,  bat  that  the  Assembly 
had  simply  given  power  to  forfeit  their  lands 
in  case  they  joined  in  the  present  insnireo- 
tion.  He  believed  the  Oovemment  had  now 
an  opporttmity  afforded  them  for  taking  a  <tep 
irhi<^  would  have  the  greatest  influence  on 
the  Native  ia()e  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Island.  Just  at  this  moment  the  Government 
had  got  the  cards  in  their  hands,  and  it  de- 
pended (m  how  they  played  them  in  the  next 
lew  days  whetiier  tiiey  made  these  mefksnres  a 
perfect  curse  to  the  oonntry  or  to  a  certain 
extent  beneficial. 

Mr.  HARBISON  thought  such  a  declaration 
was  called  for  on  this  ground :  The  Natives 
were  all — so  far  as  Wellington  Province  was 
concerned  at  all  events — more  or  less  connected 
with  the  rebellion.  They  looked  favourably  on 
it,  and  many  of  them  assisted  in  it  in  different 
ways.  Without  this  declaration,  therefore, 
there  was  every  probability  that  there  would  be 
a  rising  from  one  end  of  that  piovinoe  to  the 
other ;  but  the  declaration  would  tend  to  pacify 
them,  because  it  would  place  both  Natives 
sad  settlers  in  a  position  m  which  they  could 
understand  each  other  and  the  Cktvemment. 
The  distrust  of  the  Natives  was  extreme  at  the 
present  time,  and  they  would  be  sure  to  put 
tlie  harshest  and  severest  construction  on  the 
measure. 

Mr.  O.  GRAHAM  thought  some  steps  should 
be  taken  by  the  Governor  immediately  to  let 
the  Natives  that  had  been  friendly  for  years 
see  that  their  oondnot  was  appreciated,  to  say 
the  least.  In  this  province  there  were  about 
forty-three  thousand  Natives,  and  he  believed 
that  seven  ont  of  eight  wished  to  live  in  peace, 
andhad  always  done  so  hitherto  with  the  settlers. 
In  this  district,  till  the  unfortunate  crossing  of 
the  Manngatawhiri,  four  months  back,  we  had 
never  had  but  one  murder  committed  by  the 
Natives;  never  had  a  single  sheep  stolen, 
though  a  few  had  been  detained  for  trespass ; 
veiy  few  cattle  or  horses  had  been  meddled 
wiui;  imd  only  one  settler's  house  had  been 
burnt  at  all  by  the  Natives.  These  were  the 
people  we  were  at  war  with.  We  had  been 
told  that  the  missionaries  were  ejected.  They 
were  warned  by  friendly  Natives  toJeave,  and 
their  homes  had  been  taken  care  of,  and 
nothing  destroyed.  It  was  in  Maori  carts  and 
Maori  canoes  that  Mr.  Gorst,  though  threatened, 
was  removed ;  and  it  was  the  report  of  friendly 
Uaoiis  that  warned  the  Government  to  be  pre- 
|iared  to  resist  the  rebels.  Then,  it  was  for 
those  friendly  Natives  that  he  asked  protec- 
tion ;  and  there  was  nothing,  he  was  coimdent, 
that  would-  satisfy  them,  unless  they  were 
treated  as  British  subjects.  He  did  not  mean 
that  they  were  to  send  representatives  to  the 
Honse,  but  that  they  should  be  permitted  to 
give  what  they  owned  to  their  children,  wives, 
relatives,  and  friends.    For  twenty-three  years 


tiie  Maori  had  not  been  able  to  give  a  singlv 
acre  of  ground  to  those  dear  to  him ;  of  which 
Mrs.  Menrant's  case  was  a  proof.  If  we  meant 
to  do  what  was  right  and  honest  with  the  Na- 
tive people,  we  should  then  have  theAi  remain 
at  peace  with  us.  We  ought  to  give  them  a 
reu  title,  to  let  them  sell  what  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  declared  to  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  MANTELL  trusted  the  Government 
would  give  some  definition  of  what  they  con- 
sidered the  amount  of  rebellion  which  would 
make  Natives  liable  to  have  their  land  forfeited. 
He  had  in  his  hand  several  resolutions  passed 
by  a  ronanga  of  the  king,  in  a  valley  not  un- 
known to  his  honourable  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  know  whether 
his  honourable  friend  reckoned  the  author  of 
that  document — ^which  was  issued  by  the  prin- 
ciptU  men  of  the  tribe,  and  not  acted  upon — 
in  a  state  of  rebellion.  Then,  we  had  other 
Natives  establishing  defence  forces;  putting 
patrols  on  the  roads  —  to  fire  first,  and  ask 
the  word  afterwards;  raising  cavalry,  clad  in 
uniform,  with  the  avowed  porpose  of  making 
war  against  Her  Majesty.  These  people  were 
misguided,  had  never  committed  any  outrage, 
and  perhaps  never  would ;  but  were  not  they 
in  rebellion  against  Her  Majesty  1  They  spoke 
of  Her  Majesty  with  the  greatest  contempt, 
and  called  the  Governor  a  bntoher.  Were  not 
these  Natives  in  rebellion,  and  their  lands 
liable  to  forfeiture  7  Then,  we  had  loyaJ  Na- 
tives, paid  Assessors,  who,  he  believed,  were 
raising  armed  forces  and  creating  disturlnmces. 
These,  it  was  true,  were  not  in  rebellion ;  but 
they  were  acting  in  a  way  likely  to  lead  to  it  in 
others.  The  majority  of  the  Natives,  in  fact, 
were  iu  a  state  of  proneness  and  proclivity  to 
the  act  of  rebellion.  Would  the  Government 
declare  to  these  men  that  if  they  proceeded  no 
further  their  lands  would  not  be  forfeited? — ^for 
he  would  tell  the  Government  and  the  Honse 
that  upon  their  answer  to  this  question,  and  the 
honesty  and  integrity  with  which  that  answer 
was  adhered  to  in  their  actions,  depended 
peace  or  war  in  a  large  part  of  the  Island. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  on  his  return  he  would 
be  asked  questions  by  Natives  about  these 
measures ;  and  he  must  confess  himself  utterly 
unable  to  give  them  an  answer  that  would  tend 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  the 
district.  The  Natives  looked  to  him  for  the 
truth ;  and  in  these  and  other  matters  he 
always  gave  them  the  answer,  if  he  replied  to 
them  at  all,  in  accordance  with  his  own  convic- 
tions, freely  and  openly.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  his  honourable  fnend  would  enable  him  to 
give  an  answer  that  should  remove  their  donbte 
and  apprehensions.  He  had  been  charged 
with  joculcurity,  and  spoken  of  as  the  funny 
man  of  the  House ;  but  he  never  was  more  in 
earnest  in  his  life  thsm  he  was  now.  The 
question  was  one  of  such  vital  importance  to 
tne  settlers  tiiat  he  would  willingly  forswear 
the  privilege  of  uttering  a  word  at  which  any 
one  could  laugh,  or  of  laughing  himself,  for  six 
months  if  he  could  so  insure  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

Mr.  BBODIE  trusted  thatnosentimentalism 
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woald  prevent  the  OoTermnent  taking  those 
proper  measures  which  they  would  otherwise 
take.  If  the  rebellions  spirit  were  so  extensive 
as  the  honourable  member  said,  how  could  the 
Government  give  an  answer  to  the  question  ? 
Ihey  must,  of  course,  be  guided  by  circum- 
stances, and  deal  with  each  case  upon  its 
merits.  If  the  Government  were  to  be  trusted 
at  all,  they  might  be  trusted  to  do  this. 

Mr.  COLENSO  considered  that  the  Bill 
itself  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  question. 
He  disapproved  of  such  remarks  as  that  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Newton  relative  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Maungatawhiri.  It  was  not  right 
for  any  honourable  member  in  the  House  to 
criticise  in  that  way  the  operations  of  the 
General.  He  believed,  moreover,  from  what 
he  had  heard,  that  the  honourable  member 
owed  his  present  safety  to  that  movement  of 
the  General. 

Mr.  WELLS  thought  the  Government  should 
not  be  fettered  in  any  way.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary for  them  to  have  control  over  lands  of  Na> 
tives  who  had  been  considered  friendly.  He 
hoped  the  time  was  gone  for  ever  when  Uie  fact 
of  a  piece  of  Native  land  being  in  the  way  pre- 
vented public  improvements  being  cairied  out. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  thought  that,  after  what  had 
been  said,  the  honourable  member  for  Clive 
would  see  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  his 
motion.  It  was  quite  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  draw  an  arbitrary  line,  and  say 
the  Natives  on  one  side  were  rebels,  and  on  the 
other  not ;  but  he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  Go- 
vernment issue  a  Proclamation  calling  for  the 
surrender  of  arms  under  the  penalty  of  confis- 
cation of  lands  in  case  of  non-compliance. 

Mr.   OBMONI),    in   reply,    said   he   was 

girsuaded  that  it  was  not  the  {htention  of  the 
ouse  or  the  Government  to  proceed  to  extreme 
measures  against  Natives  in  such  positions  as 
those  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mantel!) ;  but,  when  it  was 
known  that  nearly  every  Native  in  the  Island 
had  more  or  less  brought  himself  under  the 
terms  of  the  New  Zealand  Settlements  Act,  it 
would  be  seen  that  such  a  measure  as  he  pro- 
posed was  necessary.  He  wished  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Napier  could  have  been  in  a  position 
to  tell  the  Natives  on  his  retnm  that  if  they 
would  now  entirely  abandon  connection  with 
the  present  rebellion  they  would  be  safe,  and 
their  rights  respected;  but  he  could  not  at 
presei^t  interpret  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
answer  to  that  extent.  Very  large  interests 
were  involved  in  this  question ;  and  he  trusted 
the  Government  would  give  an  assurance  that 
some  measure  would  be  taken  that  would  tend 
to  check  rebellion  where  it  had  not  already 
commenced. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  DOMETT— in  moving  the  following  re- 
solutions :  (1)  That  it  has  become  necessary 
that  the  seat  of  Government  in  the  Oolony 
of  New  Zealand  should  be  transferred  to 
some  suitable  locaUty  in  Cook  Strait;  (2) 
that,  in  order  to  promote  tiie  aocompliah- 
ilr.BndU 


ment  of  this  object,  it  is  dwBTahlii  th«t  &• 
selection  of  the  partionlar  site  in  Oodk  Sbait 
should  be  left  to  the  aihitrament  of  an 
impartial  tribunal;  (3)  that,  with  thia  yitm, 
a  Bill  should  be  introduoed  to  give  efiaet  t» 
the  above  resolutions  —  aaid  it  was  not  hia 
intention  to  enter  into  any  statement  of  aiga- 
ments  for  or  against  the  general  questian  «i 
removing  the  seat  of  Government,  am  did  hs 
desire  to  evoke  any  discussion  on  that  qoestiaa 
in  the  House,  as  it  had  been  so  often  diacnsaed 
that  he  thought  honourable  members  would 
consider  it  almost  useless  and  tmnecesauy. 
He  merely  wished  to  state  why  these  reat^n- 
tions  were  proposed  now.  It  had  beooiae 
necessary,  he  thought,  that  some  st^M  should 
be  taken  now  to  decide  this  qaetHaaa.  Ue 
rapid  increase  of  the  southern  pact  oi  tlM 
Middle  Island  had  given,  and  wonld  eaoHaai^ 
to  give,  that  portion  of  the  country  snch  in- 
fluence that  their  desires  on  this  subject  nmt 
be  attended  to.  He  was  quite  certain — sacb 
was  the  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sontk 
— that,  unless  some  steps  in  this  directicm  wen 
taken,  they  would  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power 
to  secure  the  separation  of  the  oolony,  an  event 
than  which  he  believed  nearly  every  hcooar- 
able  member  would  agree  with  him  that  then 
could  be  no  possible  greater  oviL  All  histozy 
showed  that  the  separation  of  pc^olaticaa 
which  might  form  one  State  into  tnnaHsr 
States,  few  or  many,  was  a  great  evil ;  as  in- 
stances of  which  he  cited  Greece,  Italy,  and 
Germany,  all  of  whom  by  divisions  had  lost  tbe 
high  place  they  might  have  otherwise  oooapied. 
By  the  formation  of  provinces  one  step  bad 
been  taken  to  the  acoomplishmant  of  tbis 
result  in  New  Zealand ;  and  he  had  supparted 
the  New  Provinces  Act  because  he  had  hoped 
that  divisions  under  it  would  take  place  to  soeli 
an  extent  as  ultimately  to  reduce  the  provisoea 
to  the  rank  of  counties,  and  so  tend  to  keep  tb» 
country  a  united  one.  He  still  believed  that 
measure  should  be  upheld  or  something  moM 
effectual  substituted,  if  we  did  not  mean  t» 
bequeath  the  greatest  curse  we  oonld  to  thoee 
who  succeeded  us  in  this  county.  He  did  not 
think  that  loddng-together  of  States  called  a 
federal  union  could  ever  make  a  fizmly-tmitad 
and  ^reat  country.  Of  this  the  States  of 
America  were  an  example.  And  it  waspr^Mbla 
that  the  present  separation  wonld  not  be  the 
only  one,  but  that  the  process  wonld  go  on  tat 
several  ages;  and  perhaps  it  was  the  bert 
thing  that  could  have  happened  for  »n«.TiViii.i 
and  themselves  also.  To  forestall  tiie  Separa- 
tion movement  it  had  now  become  neoessazy  t» 
do  something  to  settle  the  central  seat  c^  Oo- 
vemment; and  the  members  of  the  disteiets 
round  Cook  Strait  had,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, at  last  come  to  an  agreement  to  get 
rid  of  jealousies  which  had  hitherto  stood  is 
the  way  of  the  question  being  settled.  Per- 
sonally, he  did  not  care  much  about  the  ques- 
tion— in  fact,  he  would  rather  see  the  seat  of 
Government  remain  at  Auckland — ^bnt  he  be- 
lieved the  southern  settlements  of  the  colcmy 
would  soon  be  so  powerful  that  they  wooia 
insist  upon  having,  the  Goremment  without 
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iving  any  teasons  for  it ;  and  to  obviate  that 
1st  step  to  Separation  he  had  brought  these 
esolations  before  the  House.  The  third  reso- 
ntion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  he  would 
lot  proceed  with,  as  it  was  thought  better  to 
loceed  by  address  to  Her  Maj^ty  than  by 
nactment,  and  he  believed,  himself,  that  that 
roold  be  the  most  constitutional  and  most 
ktisfaotory  plan.  The  first  two  resolutions  he 
Aw  begged  to  move. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  STAFPOBD, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  should  put  the  two 
laoses  as  one  resolution,  unless  the  House 
leferred  to  consider  them  separately. 

Mr.  BYES  quite  agreed  that  the  time  had. 
iiived  for  the  seat  of  Government  to  be  re- 
loved;  and,  looking  very  unfavourably  upon 
eparation,  and  believing  that  the  removal  of 
he  seat  of  Government  was  the  only  way  to 
levent  that,  he  most  cordially  seconded  the 
lotion. 

Mr.  WELD  supported  the  motion.  He  had 
Iways  thought  the  seat  of  Government  should 
e  removed,  without  caring  where  it  was  re- 
loved  to.  E,o  believed  that  for  the  future 
0  reason  could  exist  for  the  Governor  being 
laoed  face  to  face  with  the  Natives ;  and  he 
eheved  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
listed  was  the  meeting  of  Natives  with  the 
knretnor  in  his  back-parlour.  Seeing  that  the 
Bsponsibility  of  managing  Native  aiSairs  had 
een  transferred  to  the  Parliament,  he  thought 
he  time  had  passed  for  the  Governor  to  be 
lanager  and  negotiator  of  Native  affairs — the 
ime  had  gone  by  for  managing  the  Natives  at 
11 ;  and,  admitting  that,  the  whole  argument 
>r  the  necessity  of  the  Governor  residing  here 
topped  to  the  ground.  As  to  Separation,  he 
id  think  it  one  of  the  worst  things  that  oould 
appen.  It  was  impossible  that  any  set  of 
(misters  residing  in  Auckland  could  even  lend 
lieir  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  other  pro- 
inces;  and  he  thought  the  responsibility  of 
ttending  to  the  wants  of  those  provinces 
tiould  not  devolve  upon  private  members,  but 
liat  the  Government  should  bring  down  oom- 
rehensive  measures.  -  He  should  certainly 
refer  Pioton  as  the  seat  of  Government,  as 
eing  the  most  central  and  possessing  several 
ther  advantages ;  but,  whether  it  were  Pioton, 
Wellington,  or  Nelson,  he  cared  not  so  long  as 
Itey  met  in  a  more  central  position. 

Mr.  BBODIE  said,  if  the  arguments  of  the 
wt  speaker  were  worth  anythic^,  his  object 
'ould  be  achieved  by  having  two  distinct  Go- 
smments,  one  for  each  Island.  Separation  was 
eprecated  because,  he  supposed,  they  would 
ecome  less  powerful ;  and  the  ItaUan  States 
ad  the  German  Confederation  had  been  oited ; 
at  there  was  no  similarity  between  their  posi- 
ion  and  ours,  as  we  were  not  surrounded  by 
ostile  States.  No  reason  had  been  given  for 
lie  better  government  of  the  colony  being 
Mulitftted  1^  removing  the  seat  of  OoTetnment 
>  Cook  Strait.  Was  it  to  be  believed  that 
Ministry  whose  sole  employment  almost  had 
een  the  management  of  the  Natives  would 
itget  those  duties  by  a  removal  to  the  more 
snial  climate  of  Cook  StiMt  ?    It  was  a  qnes- 


tion  of  interest,  and  not  of  distance,  and  he 
believed  the  best  course  to  adopt  would  be  t» 
have  a  Government  in  each  Island. 

Mr.  COLENSO  said  he  rose  early  in  the  de- 
bate to  spesbk  to  the  motion  from  his  believing 
that  the  large  provinces,  being  immediately  in- 
terested, could  not  possibly  act  impartially  in 
this  matter,  and  therefore  the  small  provinces, 
which  were  not  immediately  nor  greatly  inter- 
ested, should  do  so.  The  one  thing  which  he 
deplored  above  all  others,  as  b«ng  Uie  greatest 
possible  evil  which  could  happen  to  the  colony, 
was  Sei>aration.  He  wished  to  see  the  seat  of 
Oovesiment  so  centrally  situated  as  to  keep 
the  colony  one  and  undivided.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  |Mr.  Domett)  bad 
stated,  in  his  notice  of  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper,  "  That  it  has  beoome  necessary  that  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
should  be  transferred  to  some  suitable  locality 
in  Cook  Strait ; "  but  he  had  not  shown  it  to  b>e 
"necessary."  Why  had  it  "beoome  necessary"? 
He  still  hoped  some  honourable  member  who 
intended  to  support  the  motion  would  be  able 
to  show  this.  At  the  same  time,  he  hoped  no 
honourable  member  would  any  longer  attempt 
to  show  the  necessity  of  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  Government  from  the  mere  fact  df  its  not 
being  at  present  geographically  central;  for 
that  argument — such  as  it  was — had  been  com- 
pletely set  aside  last  year,  when  in  session  at 
Wellington.  On  that  occasion  he  had  gone  over 
the  maps  in  the  library  to  refurbish  up  his  me- 
mory, and  had  found  that  seven-tenths,  or  even 
eight-tenths,  of  the  chief  towns  of  the  nations 
of  the  earth  were  not  geographically  central. 
He  therefore  looked  on  the  necessity  of  the  seat 
of  Government  being  geographically  central  as 
a  mere  fiction.  He  had  listened  with  attention 
and  delight  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  Oity  had  said  respecting  the  States  of 
ancient  Greece,  of  Italy,  and  of  the  Germanic 
Confederation ;  but  he  drew  the  very  opposite 
inference  from  the  real  historical  facts.  From 
the  session  of  last  year  to  the  present  time  he 
had  often  thought  on  this  subject — the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Cook  Strait — 
knowing  it  would  again  be  brought  before  the 
House ;  and  the  only  conclusion  he  could  arrive 
at  was  this:  that  such  a  step  would  both  cause 
and  hasten  Separation.  In  his  so  speaking  he 
hoped  no  honourable  member  would  charge  him 
with  partiaUty  for  Auckland ;  for,  it  so  hap- 
pened, he  had  neither  friends,  nor  relatives,  nor 
mterests  in  Auckland.  What  they  really  wanted 
for  the  seat  of  Government  was,  not  a  centra 
geographically,  but  a  real,  preponderating,  in- 
fluential centre  —  ar  centoe  of  gravity,  if  he 
might  so  speak — for  the  colony.  And  this  he 
behoved  they  already  had  in  Auckland.  At  all 
events,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  at  present 
there  were  but  two  great  foci — Otago  and  Auck- 
land— one  of  which  must  be  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Of  course  other  foci  might  hereafter  be 
found.  Upwards  of  twenty-five  years  ago,  when 
he  first  found,  in  his  wanderings  through  the 
Northern  Island,  two  bones  of  the  moa,  a  femur 
and  a  tibia,  he  recollected  what  Cuvier  had 
written  on  the  cassowary,  and  came  to  the 
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oonolasion  that  the  moa  also  most  be  wingleia. 
That  great  French  zoologist  had  said  no  power 
in  nature  could  give  wings  to  such  a  heavy- 
i)odied  bird  to  enable  it  to  fly.  Here,  how- 
ever, the  contrary  was  the  cehse — the  immense 
vings,  or  rather  the  pinions,  would  prove  to  be 
vastly  too  heavy  to  be  of  any  service  to  such  a 
light  body.  And  what  would  be  the  sore,  the 
inevitable  result  of  this  motion  being  carried  ? 
Nothing  less  than  a  double  separation,  than 
three  seats  of  Government.  He  implored 
honourable  members  to  consider  this.  They 
well  knew,  and  bad  admitted,  that  govemmeat 
was  already  far  too  costly,  but  if  this  motion 
ahoold  be  carried  out  they  would  yet  find  it  to 
be  very  much  more  costly ;  for,  supposing  the 
aeat  of  Government  removed  to  Cook  Strait, 
«onld  any  honourable  member  really  believe 
that  the  rich  and  luge  Province  of  Otago  would 
long  be  content  with  any  such  arrangement, 
eapeoially  if  she  continued  to  go  ahead  as  she 
liM  done  for  the  lut  two  years;  and  could 
Auckland  be  supposed  to  be  long  content, 
lapidly  growing  as  she  was,  if  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment were  removed  from  her  to  Oook  Strait — 
to  Wellington  ?  No ;  let  once  the  seat  of  Go- 
veinment  oe  removed  to  Cook  Strait,  and  then 
the  twCgreat  and  rapidly-increasing  provinces 
«f  the  oalony,  being  dissatisfied,  would  be  sure 
to  seek  Separation.  He  thought  it  should  not 
he  entirely  forgotten  that  the  first  seat  of  Go- 
Temment  was  at  Russell,  in  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
«iid  when  it  was  removed  thence  the  coast  of 
New  Zealand  was  well  known,  and  the  site  on 
the  W&itemata,  in  the  Thames,  was  deliberately 
chosen ;  and  when  he  looked  at  that  site,  and 
conddeted  its  great  advantages,  with  its  noble 
harbonr  or  harbours  in  the  Frith  on  the  east 
coast  and  its  Harbour  of  Manukau  on  the 
west,  commanding  both  oceans,  so  that,  if  it 
«ver  should  be  blockaded  by  a  hostile  fleet  on 
the  one  side,  it  was  open  on  the  other,  he  could 
not  but  conclude  that  the  site  for  the  seat  of 
-Government  was  judiciously  chosen,  and  that 
tiiere  was  not  its  equal  in  the  'whole  oolony. 
Seeing,  then,  that  no  real  necessity  had  beaa. 
shown,  and  ever,  as  a  plain,  practical  English- 
man, hating  change  tmless  such  change  was 
1>eneflcial,  he  should  vote  against  the  motion, 
«nd  hoped  the  House  would  not  affirm  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  had  said  the 
present  seat  of  Government  was  at  "  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Islands,"  and  this 
Assertion  he  had  aUo  heard  on  former  occasions 
from  other  honourable  members;  but  surely 
they  were  not  speaking  seriously  I  Such  was 
contrary  to  fact.  There  was  nearly  one-third, 
longitudinally,  of  the  Northern  Island  lying 
north  of  Auckland,  out  of  which  one,  if  not 
two,  provinces  might  hereafter  be  made  — 
a  large  tract  of  country  abounding  in  ex- 
cellent harbours.  There  was  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  only  waiting  for  population  ;  and 
there  was  Mongonui,  rapidly  developing.  And 
lie  could  aJso  state,  from  what  he  personally 
knew  of  tho  geology  of  the  North,  that,  if  gold 
«xisted  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Province  of 
Auckland,  he  believed  it  did  so  in  the  neigh- 
Iwutbood  of  the  North  Cape.  There  WM  a 
Mr.  CoUnao 


word  or  phrase  which  he  hod  sometoies  hMid 
used — a  phrase  which  he  did  not  like:  nevwkt- 
less  he  could  not  help  thinking  tint  ^VMiri 
might,  in  this  case,  very  properly  use  it;  it  m 
"vested  rights."    Certainly  AnokUnd  had  m 
slight,  no  common  claim  to  make  uw  of  tUi 
phrase.    Some  honoun^le  members  might  » 
collect  something  published  in  the  QuMtUd  iit 
celony  some  twenty  years  ago — an  old  layaitl 
Proclamation — to  the  efleot  that  Her  mjitj 
the  Queen  had  selected,  or  approved  of,  m 
Town  of  Auckland  being  the  cajntsl  oi  tin 
colony.    That  was  an.  historical  fact    Hit 
early  raised  the  price  of  lands,  &e.,  at  Aatk- 
land:  that  caused  money  to  be  invested  tot 
laige  extent,  relying  on  its  integrity.   The  ac- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelnn  QIt 
also  spoke  of  the  exact  locality  in  Co(dc  Btait 
for  a  seat  of  Govemmeat  being  left  to  u  "ib- 
paitial  tribunal;"  but  he  should  Ukelolmo* 
where  such  an  impartial  tribunal,  fitaodsUe 
to  decide  on  such  a  question  as  this,  vtt  to  be 
found.    He  did  not  believe  any  such  eatti. 
Certainly  not  in  this  colony,  nor  intbtio- 
tralian  Colonies,  nor  in  the  Southern  Eeni- 
sphere.  He  had,  indeed,  heard  ontK>f-doaatkit 
the  Governors  of  three  of  the  AnsttalianColoma 
were  to  be  applied  to,  to  fix  the  sp(^:  batluUt 
certain  that  they  could  not  do  itii^ttjiai 
impartially.    They  knew  nothing,  rasUy  ud 
practically,  of  the  question.    And,  theo,  «Ut 
one  Governor,  through  friends  atNdsoa,ni|tt 
favour  Nelson,  another,    through  fntndt  M 
Wellington,  might  favour  Wellington,  uotia 
Pioton,  and  so  on.    Notiiing  would  be  pad 
by  such  a  scheme  but  much  diimtiiftrtiM 
No  doubt  they  all  remembered  Canadk  ai 
her,  at  least,  two  rival  cities  for  die  tMt  ti 
Govemment.    In  that  oase  it  was  left  to  E« 
Hajestx  the  Queen  of  England,  whoaeketed 
Ottawa,  but,  of  course,  failed  to  please.  SboiM 
this  motion*  be  now  uniortunatdy  etio«d,ki 
knew  of  no  other  impsdiiisJ  tribunal  to  whickb 
refer  it  but  the  Crown — the  Queen  of  fiTiglmi 
After   all,  he  could  not  help  tiiinkiiig  tbi 
honourable  members,  in  bringing  this  nlijM 
forward  every  session  — "  spasmodidslljr,"  k« 
might  say,  to  borrow  a  phraise — did  so  wilio* 
much  consideration ;  for  the  facts  were  tktic, 
which  could  not  be  denied :  that  stean,  i*- 
creasing  rapidly  every  day  on  all  our  eotA 
and  the  electric  telegraph,  for  which  s  k>«7 
amount  of  money  was  now  about  to  bt  nttd, 
would  bring  the  seat  of  Govemment,  wkatw 
it  might  be,  into  close  and  immediate  oona» 
tion  with  all  the  provinces  and  outlying  dotbM 
of  the  colony ;  and  therefore  there  oonld  noi » 
any  necessity  for  removing  the  seat  oi  Gord- 
ment  from  Auckland,  its  present  site,  ^n*)! 
chosen  by  the  Queen,  and  inadekDomt  b^h^ 
rial  Proclamation.   In  short,  it  was  his  op>i^ 
nay,  his  firm  belief,  that,  if  the  House  s"""" 
this  motion,  and  the  seat  of  Govenunenttliow 
be  removed  to  Cook  Strait,  it  would  inentW 
prove  to  be  the  insertion  of  tho  thin  end  of  I" 
wedge  which  would  certainly  cause  Sepaaaoa 
Mr.  WELLS  said  that  in  considetiiigiw 
question  it  was  necessary  to  look  at  the  »«»• 
colony  and  consider  its  probable  iotoR.  1>* 
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hort  time-tiiaM  lalaitds  wonld  beeoiB»deiHely 
opulated,  and  Buoh  a  population  could  be 
lote  easily  and  efficiently  goremed  from  a 
Mtbal  pootion.  The  peenliar  diffiontties  and 
neonvenienoes  e^qienenoed  b^  souUmdi  mem- 
eis,  and  by  piovinoee  at  a  di«tcmoe  bom  the 
sat  of  Qovezmnent,  should  meet  with  sympathy 
od  eonsidaration.  JSe  should  supnpoit  the 
lotion. 

.Mr.  MAITTELL  seid  he  represented  a  oon- 
fitoeney  which  resided  nearly  one  thonsand 
ules  Irom  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  so  that 
liey  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  derive  any 
enefit  from  the  action  of  the  Qeneral  Oorem- 
tent.  He  objected  to  the  argument  that  had 
e«n  constantly  adduced,  that  the  Native  popa- 
ttion  required  the  constant  presence  of  the 
fovenment.  He  believed,  on  the  contrary, 
liat  they  ooold  be  better  governed,  and  the 
lovemment  relieved  from  considerable  incon- 
enienoe  and  from  an  undue  preegure,  if  the 
»t  of  Government  were  removed  to  some  dis-' 
mce  from  the  centre  of  Kative  population.- 
(e  would  not  prolong  his  remaucs,  for  he 
elieyed  that  most  honourable  members  had 
lade  up  their  minds  n^on  this  subject. 

Mr.  O.  GRAHAM  said  they  must  remember 
liat  there  was  a  population  bf  forty  thousand 
[atives  in  this  province.  For  three -and- 
irenty  years  there  had  been  only  one  Native 
barged  with  murder  and  convicted.     We  had 

population  of  thirty  thounnd  Europeans, 
uudng,  altogether,  a  popillation  of  seventy 
Itonsand  in  the  province.  The  Natives  owned 
fteen  million  aores  out  of  seventeen  millions, 
nd  the  resources  of  the  province  had  been 
xsked  up,  and  systematically  so,  through  the 
jalotisy  of  the  southern  provinses.  He  thought 
aiey  were  very  wrong  here  in  complying  with 
be  laws.  In  Wellington  they  broke  .the  law, 
nd  ke^t  the  Natives  quiet ;  and  here  they  oom- 
lied  with  the  law^and  they  had  the  Nanves  in 
jbelli(m.  The  people  had  been  too  sotnpnloiis 
1  obeying  the  law.  Qold  had  been  found  at 
totomandel,  at  Eaipara,  and  at  the  Thames ; 
nd  ]«t  the  lands  were  kept  locked  up.  [The 
onourable  member  then  referred  to:tne  num- 
er  of  crimes  committed  b^  the  European 
opnlation  as  being  largely  m  excess  of  tnose 
immitted  by  the  Native  population.]  No 
onbt  many  of  the  Natives  had  escaped 

Mr.  SPEAKER  called  attention  to  its  being 
uee  o'clock,  and  the  necessity  for  the  ad- 
mmment  of  the  debate. 

Ur.  FITZHEBBEBT  maved  the  suspension 
[  the  Standing  Order,  that  the  debate  might 
e  continned. 

Me.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said  there  were 
onourable  members  absent  who  did-not  think 
le  debate  would  corned  an  end  that  day,  and 
lat  tiierefore  it  wonld  be  unfair  to  conclude  it 
1  their  absence.  He  thought  it  possible  that 
>me  honourable  members  might  have  changed 
leir  opinions  since  lost  year,  and  therefore  the 
asirability  for  reopening  the  question. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  had  no  desire  to  stifle 
a  expression  of  opinion,  and  it  was  with  a 
mtrary  view  that  he  desired  that  the  debate 
lould  proceed. 


Vx.  SIM31VOBD  (^'ected  to  the  motion  oa 
the  ground  that  this  was  a  Oovemment  day. 
There  were  important  questions  before  the 
House — the  Loan  Bill,  tor  instance — and,  as 
several  members  proposed  to  leave  by  the 
steamer  on  Tuesday  next,  he  did  not  think  the 
business  of  the  House  should  be  arrested  by 
this  moticm.  He  confessed  that  he  had  anlj 
■sen  Hie  notice  of  motion  on  this  subject  in  the 
m(xniag  papers,  and  was  therefore  taken  by 
surprise  end  quite  unprepared  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Oovemment  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  debate  being  resumed  after  the 
orders  of  the  day  had  be^  disposed  of ;  but 
the  pressing  nature  6t  the  Government  busi- 
ness rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  proceed  with  it. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  the  debate  was  adjourned. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Nelson'College  Trust  Act  Amendment  BilL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Seccmdary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Act  Amendment 
Bill. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hoose:  Suppression  of  Rebel- 
lion Bill,  New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill. 

LOAN  APPEOPEIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WOOD,  in-moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Loan  Appropriation  Bill,  said  its  object  was 
to.  allocate  a  certain  portion  of  the  money  pro- 
vided by  theloan  for  specific  purposes,  so  as  to 
to  prevent  tiie  expenditure  of  any  particular 
amount  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  localil^. 
The  proposal  of  the  Government  was  to  allo- 
oate  the  following  sums  for  the  porposes  of 
emigration:  Provmoe  of  Auckland,  £160,000; 
Taranaki  and  Wanganui,  £75,000 ;  Wellington, 
£45,000;  Hawke's  Bay,  £30,000:  making  • 
total  of  £300,000.  The  next  allocation  was  fox 
the  introduction  of  settlers,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose there  would  be  approi^ated  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland  £160,000 ;  Taranaki  and 
Wanganui,  £226,000;  WeUington,  £135,000; 
Hawke's  Bay,  £90,000.  [The  honourable  mem- 
ber wasprooeeding  with  his  remarks,  when] 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
submitting  that  the  Bill  should  come  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

The  point  of  order  -was  discussed  at  some 
length,  when, 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  ruling  that  the  mover  was 
not  out  of  order, 

Mr.  WOOD  resumed,  and  said  he  would  take 
the  second  reading  oLthe  Bill,  and  it  would  then 
go  into  Committee,  where  it  would  receive  as  fall 
a  discussion  as  it  would  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
The  second  object  which  this  Bill  had  in  view 
was  the  appropriation  of  certain  sums  out  of 
votes  of  money  provided  by  loan  for  certain  spe- 
cific jtugposes.  >For  tbe  period  from  the  1st  July 
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this  year  to  the  Ist  April,  1JS65,  the  eipeoiflo 
appropriations  recommended  were  these :  Sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion,  £1,000,000;  emigra- 
tion within  the  above  period,  £200,000 ;  for  the 
location  of  settlers,  £400,000 ;  for  eleotrio  tele- 
graphs, £7S,000;  for  lighthouses,  £80,000;  for 
the  purposes  of  "  The  Loan  Act,  1862,"  £500,000. 
The  third  purpose  of  this  Bill  was  to  specify 
the  manner  in  which  the  funds  raised  from  the 
gale  of  lands  imder  the  New  Zealand  Settle- 
ments Act  should  be  applied.  With  this  ex- 
planation, he  simply  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  VOOEL  said  he  would  not  oppose  this 
Bill,  but  he  trusted  that  extensive  alterations 
would  be  made  in  it  in  Committee.  In  the 
first  place,  it  contained  no  proper  provision  for 
the  repayment  of  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
of  the  loan ;  and  he  suggested  to  the  Gravem- 
xnent  that,  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the  policy 
stated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  when  the 
Hinistry  took  office,  they  should  bring  down  a 
clause  makiiig  it  imperative  on  the  provinces 
benefiting  by  the  expenditure  on  public  worics 
out  of  this  loan  to  pay  their  fair  portion  of 
interest  year  by  year.  He  referred  not  to  ex- 
penses such  as  would  come  under  the  head  of 
rebellion,  but  to  such  as  Provincial  Councils 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  voting.  Then,  the  Sth 
clause  provided  for  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  confiscated  lands.  He  thought  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly ill  taste  to  entertain  that  question  as 
yet.  We  had  already  gone  as  far  as  we  were 
justified  in  going,  and  perhaps  farther,  in  taking 
authority  to  confiscate  those  lands.  The  Eng- 
lish Government,  if  it  were  only  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  was  entitled  to  ccmsideration  in  this 
matter.  By  the  aid  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment we  were  conquering  those  lands,  and  only 
by  attainder  for  high  treason  could  they  bo 
confiscated.  Would  it  not  be  better,  then,  to 
leave  to  future  appropriation  the  dealing  with 
these  lands ?  We  were  still  to  have  a  Parlia- 
ment, without  appropriation  by  which  the 
money  could  not  be  expended ;  and  why  should 
we  endeavour  to  appropriate  it  in  advance  ?  He 
thought  it  was  a  great  mistake  and  very  in- 
delicate to  do  so — that  it  would  be  resented 
very  much  at  Home.  If,  however,  that  clause 
were  left  out  it  would  show  that  we  meant  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  war  whether  we  made 
a  profit  out  of  it  or  not.  The  Oovemment  had 
made  a  great  mistake  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
tfiis  matter  before  the  Hoase  as  a  good  com- 
mercial speculation.  The  Middle  Island  mem>. 
hers  were  prepared  to  pay  for  this  war  without 
its  being  painted  with  prospects  of  commeroieJ 
snocess;  and  he  should  move  in  Committee 
that  tite  clause  appropriating  the  proceeds-  of 
lands  be  Struck  out. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BICHMOND  suggested  that  the 
structure  of  the  Bill  as  it  was  proposed  to  be 
amended  would  be  exceedingly  clumsy  and  in- 
convenient. The  better  plan  would  be  to  have 
one  short  appropriation  clause  referring  to  the 
schedule,  and  another  as  an  allocation  clause. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  clause  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North, 
for  it  was  evident  to  him  that  the  immigRutti 
Mr.  Wood 


inttodnoed  into  any  prorinee  would  pay  tkt 
interest  on  the  expense  of  introdnetioo. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  moved,  as  ao  usod- 
ment.  That  this  BUI  be  read  a  woond  tiot 
after  the  estimates  have  been  patsed  b;  tiit 
House.  The  Bill,  he  considered,  -m  tolUl; 
inapplicable  to  the  circumstances  of  ths  cue. 
It  was  drawn  on  a  certain  idea  contsiied  ii 
the  New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill.  Tliitid« 
had  -been  abandoned,  and  this  Bill  had  got 
into  an  unintelligible  shape.  The  eoona  hi 
had  proposed  would  bring  back  tiie  Hoca 
to  its  proper  mode  of  proceeding.  Misidai 
would  bring  in  these  votes  ^ong  vith  & 
other  estimates,  and  consider  them  in  Cod- 
mittee  of  Supply,  and  afterwards  pass  6imii 
this  Bill  as  m  tiie  ordinary  Appropiiatioo  Act; 
and,  as  there  was  no  fnrtiier  process  leqoindto 
make  a  legal  issue  from  the  chest  thaaaaiql! 
vote,  the  proceedings  of  the  Govenunestinwd 
not  be  delayed  bat  rather  facilitated.  Ha  fek 
unable  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  its  pieieiit  bm. 
It  was  a  mess,  in  consequence  of  what  thej  bid 
done  the  previous  night. 
Mr.  JOLLIE  seconded  the  amendmeziL 
Mr.  WOOD  said  there  was  one  veiy  nKntl 
objection  to  the  amendment,  which  tm  (be 
delay  that  must  necessarily  be  caused  indi^ 
preparation  of  these  estimates.  It  woqU  be, 
at  the  very  earliest,  Tuesday  before  thej  eosld 
be  considered  in  Committee  of  Sii;^j.  Be 
did  not,  however,  see  the  absolute  necemtrte 
these  estimates  being  passed  in  Gonunitteetf 
Supply.  If  the  final  action  of  the  Houaca 
the  Bill  was  taken  at  the  second  readm;  it 
might  be  so ;  but,  as  after  the  second  nadii| 
the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Committae  i 
the  whole  House,  and  every  item  be  consUnd 
as  fully  as  in  Committee  of  Supply,  why,  iatike 
mere  sake  of  an  empty  form,  ^oold  thty  tot- 
pone  this  matter  two  or  three  days  mtrajt) 
bring  it  down  in  a  different  shape?  Tbe^ 
tomey-Oeneral  had  prepared  this  meanoen^ 
considerable  care,  and  hiad  taken  as  his  eorah 
a  Bill  of  a  similar  description  passed  br  w 
Imperial  Parliament.  It  was  also  in  aeoennei 
with  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding  is  tbs 
House,  and  he  did  not  see  that  any  ^k^» 
objeotiom  had  been  made  to  the  way  in  «m 
it  was  proposed  to  introduce  the  KU.  Wi& 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honomaUeiMa- 
ber  for  Dunedin  North  (Mr.  Yo^,  ii  ^ 
Imperial  Government,  after  this  waimn*- 
when  they  saw  what  tjie  expenditure  had  bea. 
made  any  damaniB  on  the  cokmy  it  vooldli 
then  for  the  oolony  to  consider  what  ihodlbe 
the  best  way  to  meet  them ;  bat  it  «ai  t^ 
premature  for  this  Legislature  now  to  iKtc 
their  own  discretion  for  the  porpoee  of  me^ 
ing  an  objeotion  that  might  never  be  made,  •» 
which,  when  it  was  made,  could  be  meting 
much  better  farm  than  it  could  be  by  anykgi^ 
lation  they  might  enact  at  the  {msent  time- 
Major  RIOHAJBDSON  would  not  twnUetbi 
House  with  any  rem^ks  on  this  ^oestioa,  ei 
he  oonfessed  it  was  a  subject  ha  knew  ix>^ 
I  about.  He  would  merely  remade  '1'**'.''^ 
second  reading  affirmed  merely  the  ixii>°^ 
,o£the  BiU,  and  the  details  oooid  bediMaM 
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D  Committee,  it  did  not  matter,  wbethei  the 
iiiooBaiim  took  pl^oe  in  Oommittee  of  SappW, 
r  in  any  other  form.  Besides,  they  shoald 
eoolleot  that  they  were  in  a  transition  state, 
ley  had  only  jnst  accepted  Ministerial  rs- 
poDsibility  in  Native  affairs,  and  it  was  not  to 
e  expected  that  they  should  all  of  a  sodden 
et  into  new  forms. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Hoti<ai  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
ime. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Cosmutteeon  the 
tiU. 

nt  comirnKs. 

Claose  4. — Amount  granted,  and  for  what 
URiosee. 

Mi.  1.  C.  BICHMONI)  thought  that  some 
tords  ought  to  he  introduced  after  the  sum  of 
SOO,000  for  immigration,  for  oarryixig  out  Uie 
llocation  of  that  sum  to  the  different  pto- 
inces.  He  would  therefore  move,  as  an  amend- 
lent,  That  the  following  words  be  inserted 
ftei  the  word  "  pounds  " — namely,  "  to  be  ap- 
lied  in  the  several  provinces  named  in  section 
TO  in  the  same  proportion  as  ^e  sum  of  three 
ondied  thousand  pounds  is  allocated  in  the 
ud  section." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
iserted." 

Avss,  9. 
Mantell  Vogel. 

Ormond  Teller. 

Turton  Biohmond,  J.O. 


.tkinson 
HtzOeiald 
^tzheibeit 
ollie 


Noxs,  36. 

taldwin  Oraham,  B.       Taylor,  0. 7. 

tell  Mason  Taylor,  W.  W. 

iutler  Monro,  D.         Thomson 

largill  Mnnro.J.  Walker 

barter  O'Neill  Wayne 

k>lenso  Pateison  Wells 

loz  BenaU  Wilkin 

Initis  Beynolds  WUliamson.Jas 

tamett  Bhodes  Williamson,Jno 

iyes  Richardson       Wilson, 

'ox  Bussell  TeUer. 

^es  Saunders  Wood. 

)r8ham,0. 

Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  otherwise  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  leeii. 

Mr.  YOQEL  moved,  That  till  the  words  of 
lie  clause  hb  omitted.  For  the  Honse  to 
ppcopriate  the  proceeds  before  they  knew 
toy  would  get  the  land  was  attogetber  be- 
ond  their  power ;  besides  it  would  be  quite 
me  enon{^  to  appropriate  it  when  they  did 
et  it.  Moreover,  if  the  British  Qovem- 
lent  allowed  us  to  retain  the  land  —  sup- 
osing  it  conquered — he  did  not  believe  that, 
ftar  paying  compensation  and  locating  the 
lilitaiy  setQeis,  there  would  be  any  balance 
)ft ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  Mili- 
uy  Settlen  Bill  would  cost  a  considerable  sum 
f  money.  It  was  quite  clear  that  these  lands 
hen  oanquered  reverted  to  the  Oxown,  and  it 


would  be  better  to  ask  it  for  tham  than  to  endea- 
vour to  take  them  as  a  right. 

Mr.  GUjLIES  defended  the  clause,  as  re- 
ducing the  responsibility  which  the  Middle 
Island  must  stand  charged  with. 

Mr.  BBODIE  spoke  in  favour  of  the  clause. 
The  House  had  a  perfect  right  to  apply  this  land 
to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
Middle  Island  members  should  remember  that 
it  reduced  the  liability  which  ultimately  fell 
upon  them. 

Mr.  DILLON.  BELL  thonght  it  would  be 
more  consistent  with  dignity,  as  well  as  mote 
honest,  generous,  and  wise,  to  abstain  from 
meddling  with  these  lands  at  all.  He  also  ob- 
jected to  this  clause  financially.  It  was  a  vain 
and  illusive  idea  to  suppose  that  they  would, 
within  a  oonsideiable  period,  derive  any  funds 
at  all  from  the  sale  of  land,  nor  would  it  be 
politic  hurriedly  to  sell  land  for  the  repayment 
of  part  of  the  loan.  Their  first  doty  was  to 
pacify  the  country,  and  he  held  it  to  be  a  just 
thing  that  the  cost  of  settlement  should  be  tsJcen 
from  the  first  proceeds  of  the  land ;  while  the 
cost  of  suppressing  the  rebellion  might  fairly  be 
borne  evenly  by  the  whole  country.  Beside*, 
the  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  repayment 
of  the  debt  most  fall  on  the  colony,  and  it  would 
betime enough  some  years  hence  to  arrange 
for  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  this  land. 

Mr.  FTTZOEBALD  thought  the  clause  wa« 
absolntely  unnecessary,  a  similar  one  being  con- 
tained in  the  New  Zealand  Settlements  Bill. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  preferred  the  claose  in  the 
Settlements  Bill,  and  did  not  see  the  neoosrty 
of  this, 

Mr.  WILSON  supported  the  claose. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  simple  object  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  inserting  this  clause  was  to  deolare 
that  the  expense  of  the  war  should  be  borne  by 
the  confiscated  lands  of  the  Natives. 

Mr.  J.  0.  BIOHMOND  considered  the  claose 
quite  out  of  place  in  the  Bill,  as  it  was  clearly 
an  appropris^on  of  land  revenoe. 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  qoestion, 
■■  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  do 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Baldwin 

Biodie 

Caigm 

Colenso 

Ooz 

Cortis 

Fitsherbert 


Atkinson 
BeU 
Botler 
Carter 


FttzOerald 
Oraham,  a. 
Oraham,  B. 
Harrison 
Mantell 


Ayks,  19. 
Fox 
Gillies 
Paterson 
Biohardson 
Saunders 
Thomson 
Torton 

Noas,  98. 
Mason 
Monro,  D. 
Monro,  J. 
O'NeiU 
Onnond 
Benall 
Bhodes 
Richmond,  J. 
Bossell 
Staflord 


Wells 
Wilkin 
Wilson 
Wood.   . 

T»lkr. 
Jollie. 

Taylor,  O.J. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Vogel 

Walker 

Wayne 

Weld 

William  son  ,Jno 


TeUer. 
Beynolds. 


Uajodty  agii&Bt,  9. 
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Amendment  Agreed  to<  and  oUom  straok  out 
Mooidingly. 

Bill  reported  to  the  Honse'wfthamwidments, 
■id  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-momnr. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  tiift'  vrhdla 
House  on  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  Home,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
ijibxl  time  and  paaaed. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

AOfOCBmO  DBBATB. 

Mr.  O.  OBAHAH  then  resomed  tlie  «paeoh 
lie  was  ™«-iring  when  the  debate  was  broken  off. 
He  believed  he  had  oonvinoed  the  House  that 
the  Province  of  Auckland  contained  a  greatec 
munbo:  of  inhabitants  than  any  other,  and 
that,  before  ^e  proposition  was  made  to  re- 
move the  seat  of  Qovemment,  some  con- 
sideration ^onld  be  given  to  the  Native 
population.  The  high  prices  had  been  given 
tot  the  eity  allotments  on  the  credit  that 
Auckland  was  to  be  the  seat  of  Government, 
and  for  several  years  all  the  land  revenue 
was  derived  from  Auckland ;  and  further,  but 
foe  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  persuading 
tiie  Natives  to  sign  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  just 
vhen  they  did,  this  would  never  have  been  a 
British  colony.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
Miis  province  had  never  had  a  fair  ohanee  of 
developing  its  resources,  which  were  veiy  great. 
JtM  hart>oni8,  noble  rivers,  forests,  gold,  and  other 
■Mources  should  all  be  considered ;  and  under 
tta  circumstances  it  would  be  most  unjust  now 
to  discard  this  province  and  leave  it  tp  itself 
and  its  Native  enemies. 

Mr.  VOGEIj  moved.  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
jontned  —  the  hour,  half-past  eleven  o'olocKt 
neing  too  late  for  it  to  be  mushed  to-night. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  seconded  the 
motion. 

lb.  FOX  opposed  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question;  "That 


INew  Zealand  and  of  its  Legislaitnra,  aad  he  was 
_  cRiite  sure  that  this  House  vranid  agree  with  him 
that  no  amount  of  discnsskm  oonid  pcssihly  at 
tikis  time  hnag  any  additional  lifpt  on  tiie 
merits- of  tiie  question. 
Major  BICHABD80N  seconded  ^ba  motin. 
Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  was  {Roeeediiig 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  original  ques- 
tion, when 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  hononraUe  memker 
would  not  be  in  order  in  doing  so  now,  as  tte 
motion  just  mad6  must  be  put  at  onoe  withoat 
an^  discussion  [the  Standing  Order  relating  t» 
v^ch  he  read.] 

Mr.  STAFFOBD.— Mr.  Speaker;  I  deefam 
this  proceeding  to  be  most  unfair — moat  on- 
fairv  Sir ;  and  I  shall  leave  tihe  House. 

Major  BIOHABDSON  oaUed  attentim  to  tke 
imptoper  pstneesions  used  by  the  honcoaU* 
member  for  Nelson  City. 

Mr.  MANTELL  moved.  That  tiiewoids  be 
taken  down. 
Motion  ageeed  to. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  suggested  that  it  would 
be  more  in  aooordanoe  vrith  the  usual  pmetiee 
that  the  honourable  member  should  be  in  his 
place  to  give  the  words  himself. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  having  read  the  rule  en  Qte 
snUeot,  the  words  were  taken  down. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  FitshetberfS 
motion. 

Atxs,  S4. 
Harrison  Sanndeis 

Jollie  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Ormond  Thomson 

Faterson  Weld 

Renall  Wells 

Reynolds  Wilkin. 

Richardson  TeOer. 


tuaoatiate  tx 

1  now  ad]onmed 
Atzs,  15.. 

Atkinson 

Graham,  B. 

Williamson,  Jas 

BeU 

O'NeiU 

WiUiamson,Jno 

Biodie 

O'Rorke 

Wilson. 

Butler 

Vogel 
WiTVin 

r»««r. 

Oolenso 

Stafford. 

Grahaqi,  G. 

Nobs.  37. 

Baldwin 

Gillies 

Richardson 

Brandon 

Harrison 

Richmond,  J.  0. 

Oargill 

JoUie 

Saunders 

Garter 

ManteU 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

i                   (^x 

Ormond 

Thomson 

^                   Domett 

Paters<m 

Weld 

Eyes 
FttsGerald 

RenaU 

Wells. 

Reynolds 

TtUtr. 

Fitzherbert 

Bhodea 

Onitii. 

Fox 

Majority  against,  13. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  FITZBERBERT  then  moved,  Tliat  the 
question  be  now  put.  The  present  question  was 
one  that  for  ysaM  badtengaged  t^  attentioat  of 


Brandon 

Cargill 

Cartier 

Cox 

Curtis 

Domett 

Eyes 

Fitzherbert 

Fox 


Richmond,  J.  C.ManteU. 


Nobs,  3. 
Rhodes. 

TelUr. 
FitzOerald. 
Majority  for,  22. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  original  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  as 
follows :  "  That  it  has  become  neoessaiy  that 
the  seat  of  Government  of  tiie  Colony  oi  N<« 
Zealand  should  be  transferred  to  some  snitaU* 
localiW  in  Cook'Strait.  That,  in  order  to^ 
mote  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  i* 
desirable  that  the  selection  of  the  paiti«iilK 
site  in  Cook  Strait  should  be  let)  to  the  adli- 
trament  of  cm  impartial  tribon^.*' 

The  House  a4joumed  at  five  minotaapart 
midnight 

LEGISLAnVB  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  Hard  NoeemUr,  ISSS. 

OMaffvphs  —  Idfhthonse*  — Fint  Besdinn -BiUt 
Introduced— ndson  College  Trait  hutSa  BuL 

TheHon.th«SFBaKBB.tMikthediaiiat*M 

o'^loek..  I 
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TlSliBGBAPHS. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  said  that  some  dis- 
etiasion  had  taken  place  last  session  as  to  the 
•Motion  ol  a  trunk  line  of  eleotrio  telegraph 
tram  Cook  Stiaits  to  Foveaux  Straits.  It  wag 
decided  then  that  it  was  to  be  made  by  the 
Sffeient  provinces  through  which  it  passed, 
ind  to  revert  to  the  General  Government  on 
payment  of  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  pro- 
Tinoes.  Diffionlties  had,  however,  ocftnrred  at 
the  meeting  o{  two  portions  of  the  line  on  the 
botmdarias  of  provinces.  He  thought  that  the 
General  Ck>vemment  should  take  charge  of 
ilie  whole  bnainess  of  construction,  and  would 
therefore  ask,  What  step  the  General  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  with  a  view  of  determin- 
ing the  best  route  for  a  trunk  line  of  eleetrio 
tel^iaph  from  Cook  to  Foveaux  Straits,  and 
havmg  the  same  oonstmoted  at  the  earliest 
time? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  had  already 
heard  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  by  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Menzies.  He  said  that  no  arrangements 
had  yet  been  made,  but  he  thought  it  should 
have  been  from  the  first  a  Oovemmeht  matter. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  then  asked  the 
second  question  which  stood  in  his  name, 
Whether  the  General  Government  propose  to 
take  any  action  with  the  view  of  having  light- 
houses erected  along  the  coast  at  the  various 
places  where  they  ar^  now  urgently  required  7 
Be  said  the  position  of  this  matter  was  much 
the  same  as  that  of  the  electric  telegraph.  He 
instanced  the  case  of  a  lighthouse  on  Dog 
Island,  which  was  much  reqnired,  but  was 
stopped  by  a  misunderstanding  between  Otago 
,  and  Southland.  He  thought  that  this  also 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  thonght  it  should 
be  left  to  the  Chief  Marine  Board.  It  was  the 
business  of  the  Board  to  decide  where  the 
lighthouses  should  be,  and  of  the  (General  Go- 
vernment to  find  the  money. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Commencement  of 
Acta  Act  1862  Bepeal  BiU. 

BILLS  INTBODUCED. 
Auckland  Beserves  Bill,  Wellington  Patent 
sup  Bill. 

NELSON  COLLEGE  TEUST  LANDS  BILL. 

The  Nels&ii  College  Trust  Lands  BiU  was 
read  a  second  time.  Considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Connoil  then  adjoomed. 


LBQISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Ttusday,  SUh  Novmiber,  1863. 


BeUgioos,  Charitable,  and  EdooaUonal  Tmst*  Act 
Amendment  Bill— Flnt  Baadings— Nelion  Col- 
lege Tmst  Ijands  Bill— Commenoement  of  Acta 
Aot  1882  Bepeal  Bill— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spiuxxb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaxbbs. 

BELIGIOUfe,    CHABITABLE,    AND    EDU- 
CATIONAL TBUST8  AOT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Be* 

pxesentatives  in  the  Beligious,  Charitable,  and 

Ednoational  Trusts  Aot  Amendment  Bill  wer»< 

agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

• 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Auckland  Beserves  BiU,  Wellington  Patent 
SUp  BUI. 

NELSON  COLLEGE  TBUST  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  BiU  was 
reconmiitted,  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTS  ACT  1862 
BEPEAL  BILL. 

The  Commencement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Bepeal 
BiU  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  CouncU  without 
amendment. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEBsaid  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  propose  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Loan  BiU  should  be  postponed  until  Thuraday, 
The -funeral  of  the  officers  kUled  in  the  late  en- 
gagement at  Bangiriri  was  to  take  place  thak 
afternoon,  and,  as  the  hour  fixed  for  that  cere- 
mony was  approaching — half-past  three  o'clock 
— he  would  ask  the  Oo^cil  to  consent  to  the 
postponement  of  the  second  reading.  He  vras 
desirous  himself  of  attending  the  fimeral,  and 
possibly  other  members  of  uie  Coonoil  would 
do  so  likewise- 

The  CounoU  then  adjonmed. 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  84th  November,  1863. 


Anokland  and  Dmry  Bailway  Bill— First  Readings— 
Militia— Waitara  Question- Native  Affairs— 
Maori  Oatnges— Claim  of  Peter  Wllliama— Ex- 

glanation— lioan  Appropriation  Bill— Provincial 
ooncils'  Powera  Extension  BUI  —  Provinoial 
Compnlsory  Land-taking  Bill— Lands  Clansaa 
ConsoUdatron  Bill— Naval  and  Military  Settlers 

glarlborough)  Act  Amendment  Bill  — Native 
■rposea  Appropriation  Act  Amendment  BiU — 
Seoondary  Punishment  Aot  Amendment  BUI— 
Otago  Waste  Lands  BiU  (No.  1)— Marine  Board 
BUI.  

Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock 
Pbayebs. 
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AUCKLAND  AND  DRUBY  BAILWAY 
BILL. 

Mr.  B.  GRAHAM,  in  moying  the  second 
leading  of  the  Auckland  and  Druiy  Railway 
Bill,  said  this  matter  had  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Provincial  QoTermnent  for  a 
considerable  time.  A  survey  had  been  made 
of  what  was  considered  the  best  line ;  and, 
after  mature  consideration,  it  had  been  decided 
that  that  line  was  the  brat  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  obtained  for  establishing  a  trunk  line 
through  the  country,  vrith  the  view  of  ulti- 
mately extending  it  to  connect  Wellington  and 
Auckland.  At  present  it  would  only  be  made 
as  far  as  Drury,  and  would  then  supply  Auck- 
land with  many  articles  of  great  value,  such  as 
ooal,  timber,  produce  of  M  kinds,  freestone, 
^and  also  stone  for  ballast,  which  was  mncfa 
required  in  this  place.  The  object  ef  the  Oo- 
Temment  vould  be,  first,  to  connect  Auckland 
with  Onehunga,  and  afterwards  continue  the 
line  on  as  far  as  Drury.  The  sum  required  to 
insJce  this  railway  was  about  £100,000,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  the  expense  of  purchasing  land 
was  estimated  at  £15,000;  but  he  imagined 
that  it  would  be  as  much  as  £25,000.  To 
meet  the  expenses  the  Provincial  Government 
proposed  to  take  part  of  a  recent  loan — namely, 
£100,000,  raised  for  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  and  the  introduction  of  immigrants ;  and 
to  obtain  £50,000  more,  if  required,  for  the 
railway.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  line  would  be  so  great  that  it  required  very 
little  to  be  said  by  hun  in  its  favour.  During 
the  last  twelve  months  alone  £100,000  had 
heen  expended  in  military  transport  between 
Auckland  and  Manngatawhiri,  a  plaoe  a  little 
beyond  Drunr.  The  saving  to  tne  Imperial 
Government  by  the  construction  of  this  rail- 
way would  thus  be  very  considerable  on  ac- , 
count  of  the  troop,  and  there  would  also  be  a 
considerable  savmg  with  regard  to  oomnmni- 
oation  with  the  Waikato  settlements.  He 
therefore  trusted  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
onlty  in  inducing  the  minds  of  honourable 
members  to  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  as  it  woidd  then  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee, which  would  take  the  details  of  the  case 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  this  waa  a  question 
which  80  purely  aflected  the  Provmce  of 
Auckland  that  he  wished  to  raise  his  own 
voice  upon  it.  It  was  now  proposed  to  divert  a 
large  sum  of  money  from  its  legitimate  uses, 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  this  railway. 
About  £100,000  had  been  voted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  immigrants  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  Germany,  tuid  also  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands ;  and  because  it  was  proposed 
by  this  Bill  to  take  that  money  for  constmct- 
ing  a  railway  he  had  raised  his  voice  against  it, 
and  would  do  so  again.  As  to  the  railway 
saving  expense  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
he  hoped  no  one  would  suppose  that  the  war 
with  the  Natives  was  to  be  continued  till  that 
nulway  was  completed.  That  might  be  four, 
five,  or  even  seven  years  hence ;  but  it  was  to 
be  hoped  that,  now  that  the  neck  of  the  rebel- 
lion waa  broken,  the  war  would  be  finished  in 


five  or  six  months.  He  alao  objected  to  tte 
scheme  because  he  believed  the  amoont  wbidi 
the  honourable  the  mover  had  mentioned  woold 
not  be  one-third  of  what  was  required.  If  H^t 
Superintendent  had,  in  the  first  place,  intio- 
duced  only  a  Bill  to  make  a  line  to  Onehimgaa 
so  that  the  Government  might  make  Uttir 
calculations  on  that  part  for  the  rest,  he  iroald 
have  given  them  his  assistance ;  bat,  iritea  be 
saw  &em  blindly  run  into  a  wodc  of  great 
magnitude  vrithout  the  means  at  tlieii  dis- 
posal, he,  for  one,  as  a  member  of  the  Pro- 
vinciiil  Council  as  well  as  of  this  Hnimi, 
must  raise  his  voice  against  it.  Aiwithflr 
ground  of  his  opposition  was,  that  this  rail- 
way was  to  be  made  in  one  section  d  the 
province,  while  the  other  three-fonrths  would 
receive  no  benefit  from  it  whatever,  aod  the 
settlers  in  that  other  part  felt  it  to  be  a  ^aat 
hardship  that  the  revenue  of  the  provinee 
should  be  taken  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  House  had  scarcely 
sufficient  information  before  it  to  enable  it  to 
decide  one  way  or  other  on  the  qnestion.  On 
seeing  that  it  was  to  be  referred  to  a  Salact 
Committee  he  would  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  gave  his  cordial  aaoaat 
to  this  Bill,  as  nothing  could  more  tend  to  the 
benefit  of  New  Zealand  than  a  proposal  of  this 
sort. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that,  by  the 
129tb  rule,  discussion  on  this  qaestiom  mtat 
take  place  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
being  brought  up. 

BUI  read  a  second  time. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Blufl  Har- 
bour and    Invercargill  Railway   Bill,  Minos 
Representation  Act  Amendment  BiU. 

MILITU. 

Mr.  CARTER  asked  the  Minister  for  Colc-tial 
Defence,  If  it  is  correct  that  ^lilitia  o&jta 
receive  payment  for  every  day  they  are  c&lled 
out,  while  privates  are  paid  only  for  Uie  day 
on  which  they  are  on  drill  ? 

Mr.  RUSSELL  replied  that,  by  a  mistake, 
this  had  been  done  in  Wellington,  contrary  to 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  OoTemment  sad 
carried  out  in  Auckland,  to  pay  officers  aoly 
for  days  when  training  and  exercise  actually 
took  place.    The  error  had  now  been  rectified. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 

Mr.  WELD  moved  for  a  cojiy  of  a  map  of 
Waitara,  drawn  by  the  •  chief  Bopohama  ts 
One,  and  forwarded  to  the  Government  by  Ut. 
Maokay,  Assistant  Native  Secretary,  to^stbet 
with  any  correspondence  regarding  it  which 
may  not  yet  have  been  laid  on  tbe  table  of  the 
House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  for  leave  to  lay  <• 
the  table  of  the  House  copy  of  a  minute  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Taranald  upon  tbetNatiTe 
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iffieolties;  also  0^7  o{  oonespondenM  be- 
ireen  the  Seeietan  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Cis  Excellency  Colonel  Gore  Browne,  His  Ex- 
sUency  Sir  George  Grey,  and  Mr.  C.  Brown 
pon  the  subject  of  raising  Maori  troops.  The 
linnte  referred  to  had  been  written  at  the 
sqaest  of  the  Native  Minister,  and  Mr.  Brown 
'as  anxious  that  it  should  be  before  the  Honse. 
he  corxeepondence  further  developed  the 
lews  cbntamed  in  the  minute. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

MAOBI  OUTBAGES. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  for  a  fBtum,  so 
u  (bs  the  same  can  be  obtained,  of  all  settlers' 
ousee  which  have  been  sacked,  or  the  property 
rom  which  has  been  stolen  or  destroyed,  in 
be  Province  of  Auckland  during  the  last  six 
aonths,  distinguishing  the  outrages  which 
lave  been  committed  by  persons  of  the  Native 
nd  by  persons  of  the  European  race.  He  did 
LOt  expect  to  obtain  any  accurate  return,  but 
te  made  this  motion  because  he  did  not  think 
t  creditable  to  the  province  for  the  public  Press 
a  contabin  reports — which  were  also  the  subject 
if  common  conversation — that  settlers'  houses 
vere  sacked  or  their  property  destroyed  by  the 
loldiery  or  by  the  nuhtary  settlers.  He  was 
lot  prepared  to  say  whether  these  reports  were 
jme  or  not,  but  it  was  not  creditable  that  they 
ihould  exist — even  as  reports.  H9  had  no  in- 
Mntion,  by  this  motion,  to  cast  any  slur  upon 
^e  military,  as  of  course  there  were,  as  among 
nil  other  classes  of  men,  both  good  and  bad 
characters  amongst  them;  but  he  did  think 
bhat  the  House,  as  the  protector  of  the  laws 
uid  of  the  lives  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects, 
should  not  allow  a  matter  of  this  kind  to  pass 
withont  notice.  He  had  taken  up  this  matter 
as,  from  a  feeling  of  delicacy,  the  Auckland 
members  might  be  unwilling  to  do  so.  He 
desired  to  look  upon  this  as  a  public  question, 
and  not  a  party  one,  which  it  might  be  con- 
verted into.  If  the  Government  stated  that 
the  return  was  not  to  be  obtcuned,  then  he 
could  only  say — so  much  the  worse.  But  he 
trusted  tliat,  even  if  imperfect,  it  would  not  be 
refused,  and  that  the  Government  would  take 
steps  to  prevent  such  occurrences  in  future, 
should  it  bd  proved  that  these  reports  were 
correct. 

Captain  BUTLEB  seconded, the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  stated  that  the  Qovenm^t  had  no 
machinery  at  present  by  which  such  a  return 
could  be  obtained.  As  the  question  stood,  the 
honourable  member  really  moved  for  a  return 
of  all  property  stolen,  but,  if  it  was  meant  that 
a  return  upon  paper  be  made,  then  there  would 
ha  great  difficulty — indeed,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  comply  with  the  motion,  for  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  obtain  a  return  of  the  value 
of  property  destroyed  over  widely-scattered 
distzicte,  neither  could  they  obtain  the  smallest 
possible  evidence  as  to  the  perpetrators  of  these 
oflences.  He  trusted  the  honourable  member 
would  not  impose  so  difBoult  a  task  upon  the 
Qovermnent. 

Ur.  BtrSSELL  sUted  that,  though  much 
had  been  mid  on  this  subject,  yet,  to  the 


present  time,  only  one  such  oSenoe  had  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
the  inquiry  into  which  terminated  in  nothing. 
The  Government  had  expressed  its  determina- 
tion to  take  the  most  stringent  measures  in 
(uch  oases. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  was  rather  glad  to  hear 
the  statement  of  the  Government,  as  it  would 
relieve  the  House  altogether  from  considering 
the  question  of  compensation,  aa  it  certainly 
could  not  be  granted  if  no  return  of  property 
destroyed  could  be  obtained. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  that  the  Government 
had  no  machinery  at  present  to  obtain  such  a 
return. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  said  he  would  not  press 
the  motion,  but  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  military  anthorities. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

CLAIM  OF  PETEB  WILLIAMS. 

Major  BICHABDSON  moved.  That  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  House  copies  of  all 
documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Qovenunent 
connected  with  the  claim  of  Mr.  Peter  Williams 
oh  certain  portions  of  the  land  included  within 
the  Province  of  Otago,  situated  near  Preserva- 
tion Harbour  and  Moeraki  Bay. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  the  Government  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  comply  with  the  honour- 
able member's  motion,  but  he  wished  to  correct 
the  statement  that  it  was  a  land  claim,  for  it 
was,  in  fact,  a  Crown  grant.  From  technical 
difficulties  of  the  law,  Mr.Williams  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  possession  of  his  land ;  but 
it  was  a  matter  in  which  the  Provincial  Council 
was  not  directly  interested. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  requested  permission  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  a  question  of  privilege. 
Having  obtained  leave  to  do  so,  ho  proceeded  to 
express  bis  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  be  in 
his  place  in  the  morning,  when  the  minutes 
were  read  and  confirmed ;  and,  believing  that  a 
very  unusual  proceeding  had  taken  place  on 
Friday  night  with  reference  to  him,  he  re- 
quested that  so  muoh  of  the  minutes  as  related 
to  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
motion  moved  by  his  honourable  colleague  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett)  should  be  read. 

The  extract  referred  to  having  been  read, 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  requested  to  be  informed 
whether  the  motion  for  taking  down  certain 
words  used  by  himself,  condemmng  the  proceed- 
ings as  unfair,  was  made  before  or  uter  the 
division. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  that,  as  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, the  motion  took  place  in  the  interval 
between  the  question  under  discussion  being 
proposed  and  it  being  finally  put. 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  wished  the  minutes  to  be 
corrected,  then,  if  consistent  with  order,  as 
that  motion  was  then  placed  after  the  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  membec 
would  perceive  that,  in  ordez  to  present 'the 
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Imstnesg  of  tbe  Honge  in  a  more  intelligible 
manner,  the  transactions  which  took  place  on 
one  question  were  frequently  grouped  together, 
and  not  in  the  order  va.  'which  they  took  place. 
It  was  so  in  this  case. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  why  the  doors  were 
kept  locked  while  that  motion  was  being  pnt. 
Hearing  something  of  what  was  going  on,  he 
had  come  upstairs  twice,  but  found  the  doors 
locked ;  and  as  soon  as  they  were  unlocked  he 
came  up,  but  found  no  motion  relating  to  him 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKBB  did  not  think  it  was  quite 
regular  for  the  honourable  member  to  subject 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  to  a  cross-ezamma- 
tion  of  this  sort.  If  the  honourable  member 
would  give  a  notice  of  motion,  he  might  raise 
the  whole  question,  and  make  what  remarks  he 
thought  proper ;  but,  if  he  thought  that  he  (the 
Speaker)  had  not  discharged  his  duty,  he  trusted 
the  honourable  member  would,  before  speaking 
to  such  a  motion,  ask  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  Committee,  so  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  replying.  He  thought  he  had 
already  given  the  honourable  member  sufficient 
information  to  put  him  in  possession  of  what 
had  actually  happened,  but  it  was  right  there 
should  be  some  limit  to  the  cross-examination 
which  the  honourable  member  appeared  to  be 
putting  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  that  he  had  never 
supposed  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  erred  in  his 
luung ;  but  nothing  was  more  common  in  the 
House  of  Commons  than  for  an  honourable 
member  to  put  half  a  dozen  questions  to  the 
Speaker  on  a  special  point  of  order,  and  he 
would  reply  to  them  one  after  another.  The 
course  he  (Mr.  Stafiord)  had  been  taking  could 
scarcely  be  considered  a  cross-examination.  He 
oould  not  but  feel  that  he  had  been  dealt  with 
in  a  most  unusual  manner.  As  he  took  it  from 
the  minutes,  certain  words  stated  to  have  been 
uttered  by  him  had  been  thought  worthy  of  the 
high  honour  of  being  recorded  in  the  Journals 
of  the  House.  Now,  according  to  all  parlia- 
mentary practice  of  which  he  was  aware,  when- 
ever any  words  were  ordered  to  be  taken  down, 
or  a  complaint  was  made  of  their  having  been 
uttered,  the  honourable  member  who  uttered 
them  had  been  given  the  opportunity  of  being 
present,  to  settle  what  the  exact  words  were, 
and  more  especially  with  a  view  to  his  explain- 
ing them,  and  why  he  used  them.  The  invari- 
aUe  course  had  been  for  the  House  either  to 
order  such  member  to  attend  in  his  place,  or  to 
be  brought  up  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms,  to  en>lain  his  words.  Neither  of  these 
oourses  had  been  observed  towards  himself; 
and  the  result  was  that  he  was  ignorant,  save 
by  private  information,  of  what  had  takes 
place.  He  must  say  he  could  scarcely  find 
TTords  sufficient  to  express  his  surprise  at  the 
whole  proceeding.  It  would  have  been  more 
manly  and  more  generous  in  those  gentlemen 
who  moved  that  a  certain  action  should  be 
taken  with  regard  to  himself,  to  have  followed 
it  up  in  strict  parliamentary  course,  by  moving 
thaf  he  attend  in  his  place  to  explain  his  words ; 
btit  for  the  course  that  had  been  taken  he  knew 
l£r.  Speaker 


of  no  precedent  whatever.  There  wore  tlna* 
courses  which  he  might  have  taksn  hod  th» 
forms  of  the  House  oeea  observed — to  ha;*» 
made  an  nnoonditional  apology;  at  a  aeni- 
apology,  expressing  his  regret  for  naing  tte 
words,  but  pleading  some  joBtifioatkm ;  or  h» 
might  have  reaffirmed  them.  He  did  not  knom 
what  course  h'e  should  have  taken  at  the  tiBM^ 
but,  on  consideration,  the  worda  used  did  aot 
appear  to  him  to  be  of  that  character  ithiah  it 
was  usual  to  object  to  in  this  House.  He  hod 
even  a  few  minutes  before  heard  the  wocd  "  dis- 
honrat "  used,  with  reference  to  the  Uinutiy, 
in  a  way  which  certainly  should  how  beet 
taken  notice  of.  As  the  words  he  hod  nsad 
were  applied,  not  to  Mr.  Speaker  or  to  the 
House,  but  to  the  movers  of  the  prt^nsitiaB  by 
which  the  debate  was  to  be  suddenly  oat  short, 
he  was  not  prepared  in  the  least  to  retract  tlum, 
but  rather  wished  that  the  Joomols  of  the 
House  should  continue  to  record  his  opinian  of 
that  transaction.  He  would  now  withdraw  while 
the  House  considered  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  hod  looked  into  a 
good  number  of  precedents,  and  did  not  Hack 
the  honourable  member's  view  of  the  coas  wm 
supported  by  the  spirit  of  them.'  Ko  simSir 
case,  however,  oould  be  found — no  caae  in  which 
an  honourable  member,  after  using  •bjeetkn- 
able  words,  had  immediately  left  the  Hoon; 
and  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  bos- 
ness  should  be  interrupted  to  fetch  the  haoon^ 
able  member  back  agam.  His  duty  as  Speahar 
was  simply  to  faithfully  record  the  words  S- 
rected  by  the  House  to  be  taken  down ;  bat, 
if  further  action  had  been  proposed  to  be  token, 
he  should  have  suggested  the  desirability  tha 
of  asking  the  honourable  member  -whether  tits 
words  recorded  were  those  made  use  of,  aad 
whether  he  had  any  explanation  to  offer  with 
regard  to  them.  As  it  was,  he  thought  trtof- 
thing  done  had  been  in  accordance  with  te 
Standing  Orders,  which  were  based  upeo  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  fairness ;  and  Utte  matt* 
was  now  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Stafford  then  withdrew. 

Major  RICHARDSON  expressed  his  inta>- 
tion  of  not  taking  any  further  action,  though 
he  regretted  the  honourable  member  hod  not 
thought  proper  to  qualUy  his  expression. 

Mr.  GILLIES  read  the  Sith  Standing  Otte; 
and  said  he  believed  it  had  not  been  txaafSti 
with,  and  |hat  no  motion  relative  to  the  woidi 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  Oity  hai 
been  made  previous  to  the  door  being  loetod. 

Mr.  WELLS,  Mr.  SPEAKER,  Mr.  DUXOH 
BELL,  and  Mr.  RENALL  bore  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  motion  was  made  at  once,  and 
while  the  door  was  yet  open. 

Mr.  BRODIE  suggested  that  the  matt* 
should  drop.  It  a^eated  that  tha  Hooae  had 
come  to  a  hasty  oonelnsion  on  Friday  w^t 
without  having  any  definite  object  in  view. 

Mr.  VOOEL  defended  the  remade  of  Oa 
hononiable  member  for  Nelatm  City  at  eoMS 
length,  till  stopped  by 

Mr.  SFEAEBR,  who  observed  that  there  was 
really  no  question  befoie-  the  Hooae  on  which 
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&»  bononzable  nMmbet  oonld  bMa  Us  olxei- 
TatioDS; 

Kr.  FITZHEBBEBT  explained  the  eironm- 
■tnoM  tmdet  wUeh  he  had  been  indnoed  to 
MM  "That  the  anestitn  be  now  put,"  and 
denied  that  he  had  done  bo  mth  the  view  of 
stifling  an  expression  of  opinion.  In  availing 
bimseliE  of  the  Standing  Orders  he  had  not 
tMBSgreased  the  roles  of  the  Honse,  not  had 
he  done  anything  whioh  any  other  honoaiable 
member  might  not  have  done  with  equal  jns- 
tioe.  He  called  the  reooIlectioB  of  honourable 
aumben  to  the  oiromnBtanee  of  the  Qorem- 
maut  offering  to  make  no  opposition  to  the 
tMomption  of  the  debate  on  IViday  next  when 
^M  Qovemment  bosiness  was  disposed  of,  and 
said  that,  in  the  hope  that  the  debate  woold  be 
lesnmed,  he  had  advised  some  honourable  mem- 
bos  who  were  leaving  not  to  go;  and  that, 
knowbtg  the  state  of  ^e  business  on  the  Order 
^per,  and  the  possibilitT  of  the  motion  being 
ahuTed,  he  would  have  uiown  an  error  of  judg- 
ment if  he  had  not  moved  "  That  the  tjuestion 
be  now  pat."  He  had  not,  however,  trnsted  to 
his  own  jndgment,  but  had  consulted  several 
bononrable  membeos,  and  they  agreed  that  it 
was  a  Jumper  step  for  him  to  take.  He  believed, 
tiieref(»e,  that  tnere  was  no  justification  for  an 
hoaooiaUe  member  rushing  oat  of  the  House 
and  sabring  that  it  was  unfair. 

Vi.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  fnUy  ooncnired 
in  the  expression  used  by  the  honooraUe  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City,  that  the  prooeeding  was  an 
unfair  one  in  the  absence  of  certain  members, 
who  it  was  desirable  should  be  present ;  and 
he  mentioned  the  ntoies  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Fnmklin  (Colonel  Nixon)  and  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Nortiiem  Division 
Otx.  Henderson)  as  being  two  of  them.  He  had 
been  desirous,  too,  of  moving  an  amendment 
which  wonld  hava  placed  the  subject  before  the 
Bouse  in  a  different  form  from  what  it  had  been 
bef^.  He  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the 
woids  used  by  the  nonourable  member  for 
Nelson  Oity,  and  which  had  been  taken  down, 
should  not  be  left  on  Uie  records  of  the  House. 
Bb  moved.  That  the  words  used  by  the  honour- 
able member  fa:  Nelson  Oit^  on  Friday  even- 
ing last,  as  entered  on  the  minutes  of  pnceed- 
ings,  be  ezponged. 

lb.  O'NEILLi  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKF.R  said  that,  as  the  House  was 
ibont  to  take  action  on  the  matter,  it  seemed 
bo  bim  that  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
C^  should  be  requested  to  attend  in  his  place, 
ttta  be  informed  of  the  state  of  the  question. 
Be  would  then  have  on  opportunity  of  offering 
mob  remarks  as  he  thon^t  proper,  after  which 
tie  correct  course  would  be  for  him  to  with- 
baw,  and  allow  iho  House  to  deal  with  the 
notion  as  it  thought  fit. 

Mr.  FOX  suggested  that  tiie  debate  ahouM 
M  now  adjoomed,  as  in  five  minutes  he  ^lould, 
inrmiaat  to  notice,  move  the  adjournment  of 
ha  Honse,  Aat  honourable  members  might 
Maui  the  Amend  ol  theofOoeiawhoweratobe 
Ruled  that  day. 

lb.  SPBAKBB  direeted  tbeSwfeant-at-Atms 
iBinMinate  to  Mr.  StW!o«i  tfaob  the  Honae  «m 


about  to  consider  the  words  spoken  by  him  on 
the  last  sitting  day,  whi(^  hod  been  ordered  to 
be  taken  down. 

Mr.  Stavfobd  shortly  after  entered  the  Hoase 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  requested  the 
honourable  member  to  attend  in  his  place,  in 
order  that  I  might  inform  him  of  the  course  the 
SConae  is  about  to  pursue  with  r^ard  to  a  re- 
cord which  has  been  mode  on  its  Journals,  and 
which  was  mode  on  the  motion  of  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Man  tell) ,  seconded 
)m  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North 
(Major  Richardson),  Thatthe  following  words  be 
taken  down — namely,  "that  he  declared  the 
proceeding  to  be  most  unfair — most  unfur — 
and,  after,  that  he  would  leave  the  House.** 
What  I  have  read  is  extracted  from  the  Jounu^ 
of  the  House,  There  is  now  a  motion  before 
the  House,  on  which  there  has  been  no  debate, 
"  That  the  words  used  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  on  Friday  evening  last,  oa 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  be 
expunged."  I  have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  tell  the  House  that,  before  any  debate  arose, 
jt  was  desirable  that  the  honourable  member 
'for  Nelson  City  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  ofiering  any  explsmation,  and  that  when  that 
was  done  the  proper  course  for  the  honourable 
member  to  take  would  be  to  withdraw,  and  for 
the  debate  to  proceed. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— I  thank  you.  Sir,  frar  your 
courtesy  in  informing  me  of  the  state  of  the 
question;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  I  con 
offer  any  explanation,  beyond  ui  expression  of 
regret  that  I  should,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  a 
defective  hearing,  have  supposed  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  (Mr.  Rhodes) 
was  the  gentleman  who  seconded  the  motion 
for  having  the  expression  I  used  taken  down. 
I  now  understand  that  it  wSiS  the  honourable 
and  gallant  gentleman,  the  member  for  Dun- 
edin North  (Major  Richardson),  and  that  I 
should  therefore  have  used  the  word  "gallant" 
to  distinguish  the  honourable  member,  whioh 
omission  I  regret. 

The  honourable  meipber  then  withdrew. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,- ThJat  the  House  do  adjourn 
until  seven  o'clock,  in  order  that  honourable 
members  might  pay  a  mark  of  respect  to  tba 
memories  of  the  officer*  who  fell  at  Rangiriti, 
and  who  were  to  be  buried  that  day. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  sevoB 
o'clock. 

On  the  House  resuming  at  seven  o'clock,, 

Mr,  FOX  suggested  that,  instead  of  patting 
the  motion  to  the  House,  the  subject  should  be 
dropped ;  and  he  would  therefore,  with  tbis 
object,  move  "  the  previous  question." 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  COLENSO  remaiked  that  he  had  him> 
self  made  use  of  ihe  same  words  as  the  bononr- 
able member  for  Nelson  Citv  (Mr.  Stafford),  and 
he  did  feerdisappointed,  on  hearing  the  minutes 
read,  to  find  he  was  not  included  in  such 
honourable  company  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  Oity. 

Mr.  Fbx's  motion  was  then  agreed  to< 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse  on  the  Loan  Appropriation  Bill  naa 
adopted  hy  the  Honse,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

FBOVINOUL  OODKOILS'  P0WSB8   EX- 
TENSION BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  Oxe  Legislatiye 
Oonncil  in  the  Provincial  Connoils'  Powers  Ex- 
tension Bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

PEOVINOIAL  OOMPULSOEY  LAND- 
TAKING  BILL. 
The  Provincial  Oompolsory  Land-taking  Bill 
was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  read  a  third  time, 
•nd  passed. 

LANDS  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 
The  Lands  Glauses  Consolidation  Bill  was 
lead  a  second  time,  and  passed  through  all  its 
remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITABY  SETTLERS  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL  (MABLBOROUGH). 
The  Naval  and  Militarr  Settlers  ((Marl- 
borough) Act  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
stages  without  amendment. 

NATI7B  PURPOSES  APPROPRIATION 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Act 
Amendment  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee, 
j»ported  to  the  House  without  amendment, 
iMd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SECONDARY  PUNISHMENT  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The    Secondary    Pimishment   Act   Amend- 
ment BUI  was  considered 'in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  House  with  amendment,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-monow. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  1). 

^  The  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1)  was  con- 

odered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 

with  amendments,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 

xeoeived  to-morrow. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Marine  Board  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  le&ve  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  past 
midnight. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBESBNTATIVES. 
Wtdnetday,  SSth  November,  1B63. 

AnoUand  Harbour  Debectora  Aot  ld60  Amendment 
Bill— Second  Beadings— Cbatham  Islands— Fil- 
■ons— Waitam  Qnastion-'fieat  of  eovemment. 

Mr.  Sfeasbb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock, 
Phaxxbs. 


^\j\ja*  I  in  fWA^    ■■"■-■"■■■  .^  AjBiAjaju^i.\jjMa 

ACT  1860  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  ths 
Auckland  Hazbour  Debenture  Act  1S60  AmaBft 
ment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  Honae,  and  tht 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Blnl!  Harbour  and  Inveroargill  Railway  BiO, 
Miners  Representation  Act  *Tti«naTTumt  BjU. 

CHATHAM  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  WELD  asked  the  Colonial  Secntuy, 
Whether  it  is  in  contemplation  to  take  lay 
steps  for  the  better  government  of  the  Ohathia 
Islands,  with  a  view  more  especially  to  the  da' 
velop9>ent  of  their  resonrces ;  to  the  impnW' 
ment  of  the  condition  of  their  aborigmal  is. 
hi^tants,  now  held  in  captivity  by  their  Uiwd 
conqaeiors;  to  the  suppression  oif  smnggUag; 
to  the  settlement  of  certain  land  claims  whin 
have  arisen  there ;  and  to  the  establishmmt  d 
law  7  The  honourable  member  said  that  about 
three  years  ago  a  large  mass  of  papers  had  be«s 
laid  Mfore  ue  Honse  with  zefmence  to  tlM 
Chatham  Islands.  Since  then  the  inhabituls 
had  been  in  a  continual  state  of  discoid,  sad 
the  aborigines,  he  was  informed,  were  in  a 
state  of  extreme  degradation.  He  beliswl 
that  some  steps  had  been  taken  towards  aeelB^ 
ing  a  proper  administration  of  their  affaio,  bat 
nothing  definite  had  been  determined.  [The 
honourable  member  suggested  to  theGonm- 
ment  the  possibility  of  oonvertuig  the  island* 
into  a  convict  settlement.] 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  'glad  the  sobjeot  hid 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  BcoM. 
These  islands  contained  an  axea  of  four  ho- 
dred  thousand  acres,  and  the  number  of  is- 
habitaats,  Maori  and  native,  was  very  saaB. 
During'  the  time  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was  last  it 
office  he  had  selected  a  gentleman  for  the  tp- 
pointment  of  Resident  Magistrate  for  thM 
islands,  and  his  successor,  very  wisely,  hs  be- 
lieved, confirmed  that  appointanent ;  but  tks 
gentleman  he  referred  to  nad  but  very  rectntlT 
taken  up  his  residence  in  the  islands,  ind 
therefore  the  effect  of  this  acraogement  ccull 
not  yet  be  known.  The  Qovemment  had  not 
yet  decided  npon  any  further  plans  ior  ft* 
present,  bnt  it  was  intended  to  give  fnitfac 
attention  to  the  subject. 

PRISONS 
Major  RICHARDSON  a^ed  the  Ooleidil 
Secretary,  Whether  Ministers  design  takiM 
any  measures  for  the  institution  of  a  peBsI 
establishment  for  the  whole  oolony  ?  It  noold 
be  clear  to  the  Honse  that  this  was  a  mMt 
important  question.  Lettcos  from  Otogo  hid 
informed  him  that  a  very  large  influx  of  popi' 
lation  into  that  province  might  be  looked  ta, 
and,  as  the  Victorian  Government  had  pot  i> 
force  the  Influx  of  Oiiminals  Ordioaaeei  ■ 
considerable  number  of  cnch  persons  wow 
doubtless  find  their  way  to  Otago ;  and,  wh«D  h» 
informed  the  Govenmient  that  there  wan  it 
present  150  prisonera  thwe  already  in  the  ^oli 
and  Bumjr  «f  tham  petaooa  of  the  aoit  i» 
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panto  ohazaetor,  be  belieyed  the  neoeisity  fat 
this  qneetion  wonU  at  onoe  be  aoknawledged. 

Mr.  FOX  stated  that  the  Qovemment  had 
given  the  sabject  theii  attention,  bat  they  had 
not  yet  taken  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Major  BIGHABDSON  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Qovemment  had  obtained  posses- 
aion  of  any  island  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  FOX  said  there  were  serenu  islands 
already  in  possession  of  the  QoTnmnent,  but 
it  would  be  prematore  to  enter  at  present  into 
any  details  on  the  sdbjeot.  The  QoTwnment 
would  give  it  their  attention. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 

Mr.  WKLD  moved,  That  this  House  do 
forthwith  resolve  itseU  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  take  into  consideration  the 
despatches  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Oeorge  Grey 
on  the  Waitara  question  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  House  this  session  by  command  of 
His  Excellency. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

m  ooiaaTna. 

Mr.  WEIiD  moved,  — 1.  That  this  House, 
having  sux>ported  the  measures  taken  by  His 
Excellency  the  late  Governor  of  New  Zealand 
to  suppress  the  armed  interference  of  William 
King  at  Waitara,  because,  as  set  forth  in  its  le- 
solution  of  the  16th  August,  1660,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Hoose  such  measures  were  "  indispens- 
able for  the  due  maintenance  of  Her  Majesty's 
authority,"  considers  tiiat  the  renewed  luid 
definite  recognition  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  in  his  despatch  of  the  25th  August, 
1863,  "  of  the  justice  of  exerting  military  force 
against  William  King  and  his  allies,"  has 
happily  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  this  House 
to  controvert  or  supplement  statements  made 
by  His  Excellency  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  in  his 
despatches  on  the  Waitara  question.  2.  That, 
in  uie  opinion  of  this  House,  the  good  faith  of 
the  Crown  and  the  interests  of  both  races  of 
Her  Majesty's  snbjeots  in  this  colony  demand 
tiiat  the  cmef  Teua  and  his  people  should  be 
protected  from  possible  illegal  aggression ;  and 
that,  in  justice  to  him,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  his  petition  to  this 
House,  the  investigation  into  the  title  to  the 
Weitaia  Block  promised  by  Governor  Gore 
Browne  and  by  Qoveznor  Sir  Oeorge  Grey  should 
be  completed  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 
In  moving  this  resolution  he  (Mr.  Weld)  in- 
tended to  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  do  so,  and  not  to 
enter  into  all  the  details  of  this  v^ed  question 
of  tixB  Waitara.  It  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  the  resolution  if  he  were  able  to 
show  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch 
had  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  the  House,  in 
order  to  wiainfaLin  its  own  character  and  self- 
lespeot,  to  enter  into  any  eontroversy  with  His 
Excellency  upon  a  subject  in  which  they  un- 
happily differed.  It  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  define  the  position  which  the  House 
todc  in  1860,  because  that  was  a  point  of  view 
which  had  bieen  entirely  ignored  by  His  Exoei- 


leney  in  hia  deapatchea.  He  (Mr.  WeldV would 
not  ask  any  hononrable  gentleman  to  after  the 
views  which  he  held  on  tnis  subject  in  1860-61, 
but  simply  to  join  in  confirmation  of  the  line  of 
action  whioh  the  House  then  adopted.  It  was 
not  then  regarded  by  the  House  simply  a.  a 
question  of  title  to  land,  but  as  to  whether  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Crown  should  be  upheld. 
His  object  was  to  show  the  position  whioh  the 
House  then  took,  and  the  grounds  on  whioh 
they  had  taken  it.  It  was  important  that  this 
should  be  clearly  and  correctly  stated,  for  the 
views  taken  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  his 
despatch  were  such  a  ccimplete  approval  of 
the  views  taken  by  the  House  as  to  the  justice 
of  the  course  adopted  towards  William  Eingv 
and  had  entered  so  comjdetely  into  the  pith  cmd 
marrow  of  the  ^estion,  as  to  render  any  contro- 
versy with  His  Excellency  on  the  subject  unne- 
cessary. There  was  another  point  of  Uie  Duke's 
despatch,  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  course 
adopted,  on  whioh  he  expressed  his  disapproval, 
and  condemned  the  wisdom  of  the  pohoy  pur- 
sued ;  and  he  believed  that  on  this  point  his 
Grace's  views  coincided  vrith  those  of  some 
members  of  the  House :  but  he  believed  thia 
was  a  matter  of  secondary  importance,  whioh, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  could 
hardly  expect  his  Grace  so  readily  to  approve. 
Personally,  he  (Mr.  Weld)  believed  the  policy 
adopted  to  be  a  wise  one,  but  that  it  failed 
through  unforeseen  circumstances.  He  was 
convinced  that,  had  it  been  properly  carried 
out,  millions  of  pounds  and  thousands  of  lives 
might  have  been  saved  to  the  colony.  His 
opinion  on  this  subject  was  unchanged — its 
failure  was  owing  to  an  unfortunate  combination 
of  circumstances.  Fortunately,  such  a  pheno- 
menon as  Colonel  Gold  was  very  rarely  to  be 
met  with.  He  should  not  dwell  upon  this 
point,  as  he  did  not  think  that  any  amount  of 
disputation  would  alter  any  one's  opinion  on 
the  subject,  and  certainly  not  that  of  hia 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ellesmere, 
who  was  undoubtedly  proof  against  all  the 
arguments  that  could  be  urged.  He  had  no 
desire  to  pledge  the  House  by  these  resolutions 
as  to  the  question  of  the  policy  pursued,  but 
simply  to  affirm  the  principla  it  sought  to  main* 
tain.  He  could  not  help  remarking,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  speeches  delivered  by  Sir  George 
Grey  on  several  occasions,  that  His  Excellency 
had  been  unfortunate  in  his  e^qnessions.  Hia 
Excellency's  statements  with  regard,  to  the  ob- 
struction to  his  plans  offered  by  the  iRoman 
Catholic  Natives  were  of  that  character;  and 
he  (Mr.  Weld)  had  also  heard,  with,  the  greatest 
surprise,  that,  in  answer  to  a  deputation  from 
the  people  of  Taranald,  appointed  to  lay  their 
case  before  His  Eixcellenoy,  tlvB  reply  haid  been 
that,  althouf^  he  (the  Qovemor)  nad  been  for 
eighteen  months  m  the  aolony,  he  had  not 
heard  of  the  sufierings  or  privations  of  those 
unfortunate  people.  The  UkUJity  whidi  had 
attended  his  speeches  appeared  also  to  have 
been  imported  into  His  Excellency 'sdespatches. 
He  had  omitted  altogether  to  state  the  grounds 
on  whioh  the  House  had  supported  the  policy 
of  Govemoc  Browne.    They  heardoiothing  then. 
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«f  the  Nattive  aspirations  aHer  uitionality, 
nothing  of  their  desire  to  establish  an  inde- 
pendent power,  nothing  as  to  theirobject,  as 
-avowed  by  many  of  them,  "  to  fi^t  against  the 
'Qaeen's  mana,  and  for  the  King's  mana."  He 
Oame  now  to  the  second  resolution,  which 
merely  demanded,  on  behalf  of  Teira,  that 
which  had  already  been  promised  him  by  Go- 
vernor Browne  cmd  by  Govemor'Orey,  and  for 
which  l^e  Natives  were  most  amdously  waiting. 
He  did  not  think  that  tmy  opposition  would  be 
offered  to  this  resolution,  as  it  was  simply  an 
Mt  of  justice  to  Teira ;  and  he  would  remind 
the  House  that  their  position  would  not  be 
affected  in  the  least  even  if  it  were  proved  that 
Teira  was  not  entitled  to  a  single  acre  of  land. 
As  an  act  of  justice  it  was  necessary,  for  he 
thought  it  was  quite  unprecedented  for  a  man 
to  risk  his  life  to  serve  us,  and  then  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  his  enemies.  In  conclusion,  he 
wished  the  House  to  nnderataad  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  resolution  did  not  pledge  the 
House  to  sin  approval  of  tuiy  policy  pursued  in 
inevious  sessions,  but  only  stated  that,  but  for 
the  despatch  of  the  Diike  of  Newcastle,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  enter  into  some 
explanation  with  reference  to  the  statements 
'Contained  in  the  despatches  of  His  Excellency. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Besolutions  adopted  by  the  House,  and  or- 
-^eted  to  be  presented  to  His  Ezoellenoy  the 
Governor,  with  a  request  that  he  will  cause 
them  to  be  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

SEAT  OF  GOVEKNMENT. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved.  That  the  follow- 
ing address  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
adopted: — 

May  it  vimkbx  youb  Exchixbnot, — 

We,  the  Commons  of  New  S^ealand,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  desire  respectfully  to  ex- 
press to  your  Excellency  our  strong  conviction 
that  the  time  hae  arrived  when  it  has  become 
impeiativQly  necessary  for  the  good  government 
of  the  whole  colony,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  unity,  that  the  permanent  position  of 
■the  seat  of  Government  should  now  be  finally 
settled. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  just  claims  and 
'varied  necessities  of  all  parts  of  the  colony  re- 
quire that  the  seat  of  Government  should  be 
placed  in  a  central  position  —  that  is  to  say, 
somewhere  upon  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait. 

We  desire  that  the  actual  site  of  the  capital 
should  be  submitted  to  some  independent  tri- 
bunal, by  which  the  interests  of  the  whole 
colony  may  be  impartially  considered,  apart 
irom  those  I004I  claims  which  are  sure  to  be 
.asserted  by  ,the  several  settlements  of  Cook 
Strait  in  the  disoossion  of  a  questioo  so  im- 
portant to  their  reactive  interests. 

Such  a  tribunal  would,  in  our  opinion,  be 
i>est  formed  by  Commissioners  having  no 
interest  in  or  relations  with  any  part  of  the 
colony,  and  whose  high  social  and  mtellectual 
standing  should  guarantee  ei  full  inquiry  and 
-an  impartial  decision,  founded  solely  upon  i» 
Ur.  WeU 


oinisid«aticn  of  the  advaatages  wUdi  thaJK. 
ferent  sites  in  Oook  Stnit  pieaent  foe  ft* 
administration  ^  th«  Qovenunent  of  Sie  whoi* 
colony. 

W«  venture  to  think  that  the  Oofeami  a( 
the  neighbouring  oolanies  would,  if  mwud 
theaeto  by  your  ExcaUeooy,  readily  lead  ttidt 
aid  in  the  selectian  of  such  CowimisniniMM. 
We  therefore  reroectfuUy  pray  that  yoot  Sx- 
Cheney  will  be  pleased  to  xeqaest  their  Bml- 
lencies  the  Qovemots  of  New  SooQi  Walei, 
Victoria,  and  Tasmania  each  to  appoint  on* 
Commissioner  of  the  oharaoter  and  fac  the 
purpose  he;:ein  referred  to ;  and  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  submit  to  die  ecs> 
sidentioii  of  the  Commissioners  so  appoiated 
thc'qnestioil  as  to  the  best  site  forttiesaatcf 
Government  within  Oook  Sixait. 

We  further  pray  that,  immeduitely  nyaa 
receiving  the  report  of  the  Cnnimisriowti  m 
sfipointed,  your  EzeeUency  will  be  pleased  to 
cause  the  site  reoommendad  by  thism  to  bt 
forthwith  procured,  and  the  neoeasaiy  build- 
ings for  the  residence  of  the  OoTamac,  fac  the 
offices  of  Government,  and  for  the  meetingi  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  be  forthwith  eie^ed; 
and  the  House  hereby  nndartakes  to  wte  aQ 
such  sums  as  your  Excellency  shall  direct  to  be 
incurred  for  the  expenses  of  the  Cammiaaoa, 
and  for  the  establishment  of  the  seat  of  Qo- 
vemment  in  the  locality  thus  to  he  selected. 

Impressed  with  the  conTictaon  tint  eoa- 
tinued  delay  in  the  settlement  of  this  qneitiai 
will  only  tend  to  keep  alive  tfiose  feelisgt  <t 
rivalry  and  jealousy  between  different  paita  d 
the  colony  which  seriously  impede  the  aetian 
of  Besponsible  Government,  and  which  thieatsB 
at  no  distant  period  tiie  diamonbermeot  of  the 
colony,  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  pny  tktt 
^nt  Excellency  will  oanse  no  time  to  be  kit 
m  carrying  into  effect  the  maasnies  bow  sub- 
mitted. 

He  said  the  motion  was  simply  one  for  As 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  regolntiw 
passed  by  the  House  the  otiiec  evening  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  seat  of  Govemmantef 
this  colony  from  its  temporary  podtion  for  te 
last  few  ^ears  in  Anokhuid  into  a  peansoBt 
position  in  a  more  central  part  of  we  coluox. 
He  apprehended  that  whatavw  fediogt  of 
temjporary  irritation  might  have  arisen  in  la] 
of  their  minds  at'  wht^  had  taken  place  ^ 
other  evening  in  carrying  'this  quastiaiLhid 
long  since  passed  away ;  and,  if  there  ves  <a 
that  occasion  any  obstacle  placed  in  tiie  ws; 
of  the  complete  discussion  of  this  qoestiaD, 
its  reopening  this  evening  would  aSord  as 
am}de  opportunity  for  every  member  in  the 
House  to  express  fully  his  opinion  upon  tbe 
subject.  The  resolutions  that  they  hod  psoed 
the  other  evening  were  inoperative  and  ooiB- 
paiatively  of  little  importance  except  w  » 
preparatory  step  to  that  which  he  hoped  tb* 
House  would  agree  to  this  evening-^iameif, 
to  take  a  final  step  on  this  question,  wfaitk 
had  been  under  discussion  now  for  nsay 
years,  and  which  had  proved,  in  the  absenotci 
any  settlement,  of  the  greatest  injury  to  aU 
the  interests  in  this  coloi^.    He  vtslied  the 
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SoQBetoo^naidei  twoqaestions:  flnt,  whether 
4uiy  partkialai  part  of  the  eolony  had  any 
•peoial  light  or  olaim  to  the  Beat  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  secondly,  if  no  part  of  the  colony 
had  any  soish  claim,  what  waa  the  heat  part  of 
iheo<dony  in  which  the  seat  of  QoTermnent 
ooDld  be  placed.  First,  had  Auckland  any 
right  or  claim  to  the  seat  of  Qovemment  ? — 
becaoae,  if  it  could  be  shown  to  him  that  they 
would  do  any  particle  of  injustice  by  the 
lamoval  of  the  seat  of  Government  from  Auck- 
land, <he  did  not  say  that  matters  of  great 
paUw  policy  might  not  require  them  to  ignore 
such  a  daim,  but  he,  for  one,  would  be  ready 
to  listen  to  a  elaim  for  ample  compensation  for 
-any  injury  done.  If  he  saw  that  Auckland 
.could  make  any  claim  of  justice  derived  from 
its  past  history,  bom  lawful  expectations  held 
out  to  it,  or  ttom  anything  that  could  oon- 
etitute  a  claim,  he,  for  one,  would  be  exceed- 
ingly oantioas  in  making  the  motion  which  he 
sow  moved  the  House  to  adopt,  for  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  from  that  province. 
It  was  neoeasary,  in  order  that  he  mJ^t  place 
this  question  fairly  and  simjply  before  the 
Eoose,  that  he  should  go  back  into  the  past 
histo^  of  the  government  of  the  colony,  and 
ask  the  House  to  consider  the  position  which 
Auckland  had  held  during  that  history,  and 
how  it  had  arisen  that  any  impression  had 
rested  upon  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants  that 
it  was  entitled  to  be  the  permanent  seat  of 
the  Government  of  the  colony.  In  the  middle 
of  1810  the  seat  of  Government  was  first  re- 
moved from  Bnssell  to  Auckland.  At  that  time 
Wellington  and  Auckland  constituted  the  whole 
of  the  colony,  the  settlements  of  Nelson  and 
New  Plymouth  being  oonstitnted  shortly  after- 
wards. The  establishment  of  the  Government 
at  Auckland  at  that  time  was  met  by  the  most 
vigoroiu,  constant,  and  reiterated  protests  on 
the  part  of  the  colonists  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  Islands  of  New  Zealand.  But  Auckland 
had  not  always  been  the  seat  of  Government 
since.  Brom  the  time  when  the  Constitution 
established  by  Lord  Grey,  in  18^,  came  into 
force,  Auckland  had  ceased  to  be  the  seat  of 
Qovemment  of  this  oolony.  By  that  Gonstitu- 
tion  the  colony  was  divided  into  two  provinces 
—rNew  Ulster  and  New  Munster.  Auckland 
was  oonstitnted  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
Province  of  New  Ulster,  and  Wellington  the 
'seat  of  Government  for  the  Province  of  New 
Monster ;  and  the  government  was  earned  on 
in  the  two  provinces  by  separate  officers  and 
with  separate  chests,  having  no  link  of  con- 
nection but  the  fact  that  at  the  head  of  one 
was  a  Govemor-itt-Chief  and  at  the  head  of  the 
other  a  Ueutenant-Govemor.  From  1846  to 
1852,  then,  Auckland  was  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  Province  of  New  Ulster  alone;  and 
Sir  George  Grey,  who  was  at  that  time  the 
Governor  of  the  colony,  acted  upon  that  idea, 
and  resided  for  three  years  at  least  in  the  seat 
of  Government  of  New  Munster — Wellington— 
from  which  he  conducted  the  whole  of  the 
government  of  New  Zealand,  so  far  as  such 
government  required  to  be,  and  was  capable  of 
iMing,  conducted  by  the  Govomor-in-Chiel  in 


person.  Here  was  a  full  answer,  to  his  mind, 
to  the  claim  of  any  one  town  in  the  oolony  to 
be  deemed,  as  a  matter  of  right,^  to  be  the  seat 
of  Government  in  New  Zealand.  If  there  had 
been  any.  original  understanding  or  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  Grown  or  its  deputies 
that  Auckland  should  be  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, they  were  entirely  swept  away  by  the 
Constitution  Act  of  Lord  Grey  m  1846  and  tiia 
interpretation  which  the  Governor  himself  had 
put  upon  it  by  his  acts.  This  question  of  the 
seat  of  Government  had  been  a  matter  of 
repeated  discussion — a  matter  which  had  been 
raised  in  the  House  in  every  session  since  the 
first. session  of  1854,  except  in  that  of  1855, 
when  few  members  from  the  Southern  Island 
were  present.  In  1854  Auckland  stood,  as  re- 
garded the  rest  of  the  colony,  in  a  superior 
and  dominant  position,  which,  comparatively 
with  the  rest  of  tbe  colony,  had  been  gradually 
decreasing  ever  since,  in  1854  he  (Mr.  Fitz- 
Gerald)  moved  that  the  next  session  of  the  As- 
sembly should  be  held  in  a  more  central  place ; 
but  that  motion  was  lost,  owing  to  the  par^ 
spirit  which  the  stormy  debates  of  the  ses- 
sion had  created,  the  southern  members  op-, 
posed  to  his  party  walking  out  of  the  House 
rather  than  vote  for  his  motion.  In  1856  it 
was  obvious  that  the  southern  provinces  of 
New  Zealand  were  beginning  to  grow  in  im- 
portance and  political  energy  in  a  manner 
that  partionlarly  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of 
AuckWd,  and  mduoed  Dr.  Campbell  to  move 
that  the  agitation  of  the  question  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from  Auck- 
land at  present  would  be  inexpedient — a 
resolution  which,  being  made  a  Ministerial 
question,  was  carried  by  a  large  majority ;  and 
Dr.  Campbell  afterwards  moved  that  the  next 
session  of  the  Assembly  should  be  held  in  Auck- 
land, upon  which  an  amendment  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Fitzherbert  that  it  should  be  held  in  a 
more  central  position ;  and,  the  Government  not 
being  so  anxious  to  encumber  its  position  with 
the  decision  of  this  question,  it  was  carried  by 
18  to  15  to  omit  the  word  "Ancklaind."  Pro- 
posals for  the  insertion  of  "Nelson,"  "Wel- 
lington," and  "  such  place  as  the  Governor  shall 
deem  most  convenient "  were  suooessively  re- 
jected ;  and  finally  a  motion  of  Mr.  Sewell  waa 
carried  to  the  ei!ect — "That  the  next  session 
shall  be  held  in  some  such  more  central  place 
as  the  Governor  shall  deem  moat  convenient." 
On  the  2nd  July  the  Governor  gave  an  answer 
expressing  a  wish  to  have  the  place  where  the 
House  wished  the  session  to  bo  held  more 
clearly  indicated ;  when  the  House,  having 
again  considered  the  question,  suggested  Wel- 
Imgton.  A  Select  Committee  wiks  afterwards 
appointed  to  report  upon  the  most  practical 
maimer  of  carrying  out  the  previous  resolution, 
and  on  the  11th  August  the  Government  re- 
quested the  House  to  make  .provision  for  the 
expense.  Another  message  sent  down  by  the 
Governor  expressed  his  opinion  that,  unless 
a  Lieutenant-Governor  were  appointed,  Auck- 
land would  be  the  most  convenient  place  for 
holding  the  next  session,  but,  if  that  were  done, 
he  would  summon  it  at  Wellington.     That 
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left  at  the  end  o{  1866,  during  whioh  all  the 
discussions  thtit  took  place  had  led  to  the  con- 
dnsion  that,  on  gionnds  of  pablic  policy,  the 
meeting  of  the  Assembly — and  he  argued,  from 
that,  th6  seat  of  Oovemment — should  not  con- 
tinne  to  be  in  Auckland.  Yet  it  was  never 
argued  in  the  House  then  that  there  was 
any  claim  of  right  on  the  part  of  the  Town  of 
Auckland.  In  1857  there  was  no  session.  In 
1868  the  question  was  brought  on  again  by  Mr. 
Ward,  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  on  the  <(th 
August  there  was  a  message  from  the  Oovemor 
expressing  his  intention  to  convene  the  next 
session  at  Wellington.  It  was  aooordingly 
summoned  to  meet  at  Wellington  on  the  8rd 
May,  1860,  prorogued  to  the  18th  June,  and 
prorogued  amin  to  the  25th  July,  to  meet  at 
Anoldand.  By  that  time  the  colony  had  got 
into  t^ose  KaUve  difScultiee  whioh  induced  the 
Governor  to  think  that  his  absence  from  Auck- 
land would  not  be  desirable,  and  he  changed 
his  intention.  And  he  (Mr.  FitzQerald)  assumed, 
aa  there  was  no  censure  passed  upon  the 
Ministers,  the  House  considered  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony  absolved  them  from 
the  promise  to  convene  the  next  session  at 
Wellugton.  He  found  that  in  1861  nothing 
was  done  except  a  motion  by  an  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Division  of  Auckland, 
who  moved  that  the  public  buildings  should  be 
erected  in  Auckland.  The  negativing  of  that 
motion  was,  however,  a  sufficient  indication  on 
the  part  of  the  House  that  it  did  not  recognize 
Auckland  as  the  permanent  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment. Then  they  came  to  the  session  of  1862, 
in  which  one  of  the  honourable  members  for 
Otago  moved,  on  the  21st  October  of  that  year, 
that  the  seat  of  Government  should  be  removed 
from  Auckland ;  whioh  was  negatived  by  28  to 
22.  On  the  26th  August  there  was  a  motion 
that  the  next  session  should  be  held  in  Wel- 
lington, which  was  also  negatived ;  and  Ohrist- 
ohoroh  fared  no  better.  He  had  now  in- 
formed the  House  of  all  that  had  been  done 
since  the  Constitution  Act  came  into  force,  and, 
having  shown  that  in  the  earlier  period  of  its 
existence  there  was  no  ground  given  for  the 
assumed  agreement  that  Auckland  should  be 
the  seat  of  Oovemment,  he  had  carried  on  the 
argument  that  there  had  been  a  constant  pro- 
test against  the  seat  of  Government  being  in 
the  place  in  which  it  was  now  held.  Then,  he 
was  entitled  to  retire  upon  his  first  position, 
that  it  was  incontestably  proved  that  there  was 
no  right  on  the  part  of  Auckland  to  claim  such 
an  agreement.  And  if  there  was  no  public 
right  there  was  no  x>rivate  right  —  no  ri^t  on 
the  part  of  those  who  had  entered  into  specu- 
lations—  very  proper  speculations,  he  would 
admit — that  this  would  be  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, as  those  speculations  were  indulged  in 
in  the  face  of  constant  protests  against  its 
l>eing_  the  seat  of  Government.  The  posi- 
tion in  which  these  persons  stood  was  uiat, 
if  Auckland  were  permanently  made  the  seat 
of  Government,  they  would  reap  the  advan- 
tage of  their  speculations;  and,  if  it  were 
not)  they  would  be  in  no  wone  poaitiaa  than 
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the  faith  of  events  which  there  was  no  oertain^ 
of  being  realized.  It  could  not  surely  be  nigeo, 
then,  that  persons  who  made  speculations  in 
private  property  on  the  mere  undmBtawiiting 
that  Auckland  would  be  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment had  any  claim  to  have  such  considered 
as  a  right,  nor  that  the  House  should  be  de- 
barred upon  coming  to  a  final  oonolosiQn  cm. 
a  question  which,  above  all  others,  was  moct 
important  to  the  interests  <A  the  colony.  Vfhj,. 
on  what  ground  could  it  be  alleged,  when  tha 
Imperial  Parliament  of  England  gave  up  the 
right  to  deal  with  all  questions  respecting  the 
c^ony  in  these  large  words  :  "  of  enacting  la«» 
for  the  good  government  of  the  colony " — on 
what  ground,  he  asked,  could  it  be  lUle^ed  that 
they  were  debarred,  by  any  legal  teohnioalities 
whatever,  from  putting  the  seat  of  Govenuoeot 
in  the  place  by  which  the  interests  of  the 
colony  would  be  brat  consulted?  Well,  ha 
thought  he  had  reduced  the  pretensions  of 
Auckland — not  its  pretensions  to  oome  in  ■» 
any  other  part  of  the  colony,  but  its  pretensiom 
to  claim  for  itself  the  seat  of  Government — to 
no^ng ;  and  they  had  now  to  consider  what 
would  be  the  best  seat  of  Gk>vemmant  for  tha 
colony.  He  thought  the  difficulty  of  speaking  on 
this  question  arose  from  this :  that  the  onns  did 
not  he  with  them  to  show  that  any  one  part  of 
the  colony  was  beat,  but  that  the  onus  lay  with 
their  antagonists  to  show  that  a  central  part 
of  the  colony  was  not  the  beet.  Now,  uiey 
had  heard  a  most  ingenious  argument  froei 
the  honourable  membra  for  Napier,  that  in  the 
matter  of  government  it  was  necessary  that  it 
should  be  administered  from  a  central  place; 
but  then  he  proceeded  to  prove  that  "a  oenfaal 
place  "  meant  one  end  of  a  thing.  The  honour- 
able member  did  not  follow  up  his  argomeafe 
by  showing  any  reasons  for  this  extracttdinaiy 
geometrical  conclusion,  but  said  something 
about  the  centre  of  gravity.  There  was,  in- 
deed, a  jocosity  about  his  whole  aisument 
which  prevented  him  (Mr.  FitsGerald)  from 
taking  it  as  real;  but  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  the  politioal  wei^t  of  any 
part  of  the  colony  should  weigh  a^iunst  geo- 
graphical position  and  area.  But  did  h* 
understand  any  man  in  that  Honae  to 
assert  that  Auckland  was  more  important 
politically,  that  it  had  more  politioal  wm^lit, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  (x>lony?  Did  hi 
understand  that  was  admitted  by  the  hoatoo^ 
able  members  from  Otago  ?  He  might  aay,  ia 
passing,  that  there  was  a  most  extraordiBai^ 
oration  delivered  in  that  House  not  long  «f)S 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Newton,  lii 
the  House  laughed  at  his  speech.  Bat  tks 
House  was  exceedingly  wrong,  for  a  more  die- 
tinctly  logical  speetdi  he  never  heard  in  liis 
life.  The  hononraUe  member  aigoad  that<k» 
Provinoe  of  AnoUand  had  been  groasly  nA 
shamefully  misgoverned — that  the  Qoveznineat 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  interfering  betiresa 
the  harmless  Natives  and  the  senseless  Ba- 
ropeans,  and  had  sown  dissension  anxa^ 
them.  Well,  that  vnus  just  what  tiioaa  iriio 
ware  opposed  to  the  seat  of  Oovemauotbaiac 
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here,  wished  to  remove  —  to  talce  awaj  that 
which  had  been  an  incubus  to  Auckland,  and 
the  irritating  cause  of  all  these  evils ;  and  when 
the  Government  had  been  taken  away  they 
would  return  to  that  peaceful  condition  the 
loss  of  wliich  they  so  much  deplored.  The 
first  reason  why  Auckland  should  not  be  the 
seat  of  Government  was  an  obvious  one — that  it 
was  at  ono  end  of  the  colony.  At-all  events,  it 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  shown  why  they 
should  put  the  seal  of  Government  at  one  end 
of  the  colony.  By ."  central "  he  did  not  mean 
central  in  point  of  gravity,  but  central  in  point 
of  accessibility ;  and  Aucklaoid  was  not  readily 
accessible  to  the  rest  of  the  colony,  and  it  was 
not  so  accessible  as  other  ports  that  could  be 
pointed  out.  There  was  another  argument  of 
an  incidental  nature  which  should  not  be  over- 
looked, eind  that  was,  that  they  must  have  the 
seat  of  Government  situated  as  conveniently 
as  possible  for  the  postal  service  between 
Panama  and  Australia ;  and  for  that  he  con- 
tended that  the  most  convenient  site  was  in 
Cook  Strait. 
Hon.  Members. — "No."  "Hear." 
Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  he  could  not  help 
honourable  members  saying  "  Ko  ; "  he  had 
taken  his  compasses,  and  it  was  a  pure  matter 
of  geometry,  and  he  could  not  argue  with  those 
who  would  not  admit  the  axioms  of  Euclid. 
Another  reason  why  Auckland  was  not  a  suit- 
able site  for  the  seat  of  Government  was  that 
it  was  situated  between  the  most  powerful  and 
warlike  tribes  of  Natives  in  New  Zealand ;  and, 
however  much  they  might  attempt  colonization 
under  such  circumstances,  this  he  said :  that  it 
was  not  desirable  that  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  great  colony  should  be  placed  at 
that  part  of  the  colony  where  it  was  the  most 
likely  to  be  disturbed,  and  where  it  would  cost 
most  to  maintain.  He  would  not  go  into  a 
debate  on  the  Native  question,  but  he  might 
incidentally  say  that  he  could  not  conceive 
that  any  man  of  ordinary  senee  would,  if  asked 
whether  it  was  desirable  that  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment should  be  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  hostile  Natives  in  the  colony, 
answer  in  the  affirmative;  for  he  would 
decidedly  say,  "  If  you  have  any  other  place 
available,  don't  place  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment there."  There  was  another  argument 
which  he  would  wish  to  use,  and  yet  he  would 
wish  to  use  it  without  any  prejudice  to  the 
people  of  Auckland.  It  was  an  argument 
which  had  been  used  often,  a; id  it  was  this: 
that  the  political  -powet  should  be  in  the  place 
where  there  was  the  most  open  and  indepen- 
dent expression  of  public  opinion,  and  where 
the  people  should  be  free  from  undue  influence 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Auckland, 
from  the  necessities  of  its  position,  had  ever 
been  greatly  under  the  influence  of  the  mili- 
tary. He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  that 
would  detract  from  the  people  of  Auckland :  he 
merely  stated  what  he  believed  to  be  the  fact, 
and  he  remembered,  years  ago  before  he  came 
to  this  colony,  he  used  to  read  the  parliamen- 
tary papers,  and  was  struck  with  this  fact: 
that  at  one  time  there  were  the  some  number 
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of  soldiers  here  as  there  were  statute  adults 
of  the  settlers,  so  that  each  settler  had  one 
military  man  to  take  care  of  him.  He  did 
not  say  that  the  Auckland  people  were  any 
the  worse  for  that;  but  how  could  it  be 
argued  that  Auckland  was  the  most  suitable 
place  for  the  seat  of  Government?  —  for  a 
place  where  military  influence  was  so  exceed- 
ingly strong  was  certainly  not  the  best  pla.ce 
for  a  free  expression  of  public  opinion,  and  it 
was  not  the  sort  of  pressure  that  should  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Government  of  the 
colony.  Well,  ho  would  say  no  more  on  that 
head,  but  would  ask  if  every  argument  that 
had  been  used  against  Auckland  did  not  apply 
equally  against  Otago,  both  as  it  respected  its 
geographical  position  and  the  character  of  its 
population.  Now,  as  the  population  of  Auck- 
land was  military,  so  he  said,  again  without 
One  word  derogatory  to  the  population  of  Otago, 
that  it  was  not  permanent — not  attached  to 
the  soil.  The  great  bulk  of  the  people  there 
were  of  a  migratory  character.  It  might  be  that 
they  would  some  day  be  attached  to  Otago, 
and  that  a  Isirge  portion  of  them  would  spread 
themselves,  in  the  same  spirit  of  adventure 
that  characterized  other  colonists.  But  they 
must  not  be  told  that  at  present  they  gave 
such  a  weight  to  the  colony  as  to  exclude  the 
very  obvious  proposition  he  had  to  support — 
namely,  that  accessibility  was. the  most  impor- 
tant object  when  we  wished  to  establish  a  seat 
of  Government.  Then,  if  they  excluded  both 
ends  of  the  colony,  there  only  remained  Cook 
Strait.  Here  they  bad  been  met  by  arguments 
which  he  thought  were  very  strange.  It  was 
argued  that  it  was  not  customary  in  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  for  the  capital  to  stand  in  the 
centre,  and  it  was  argued,  by  a  species  of  logic 
which  he  did  not  understand,  that  therefore 
the  capital  of  New  Zealand  diould  not  stand 
in  the  centre.  But  he  said  that  the  capitals  in 
Europe  did  stand  in  the  centre  of  their  respec- 
tive countries,  or  that  it  was  with  few  excep- 
tions they  did  not  stand  very  nearly  in  the 
centre.  But  he  wished  to  observe  here  that 
the  capitals  of  old  countries  had  grown  up 
from  the  ancient  circumstances  of  their  history. 
Originally  the  people  were  small  tribes,  and 
the  capital  remained  where  the  conquering 
tribe  first  placed  themselves.  But  government 
in  the  olden  times  was  very  different  from  go- 
vernment now.  Then  it  was  carried  on  only 
by  that  which  we  now  called  bureau.  The 
Government  interfered  little  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  people,  and  the  outskirts  were 
governed  by  the  franchise  of  towns,  or  hv  the 
law  of  the  Governor  of  the  place.  But  in  these 
modem  times  we  wore  governed  far  differently, 
by  reason  of  the. increased  sense  man  had  of 
his  necessities  and  liabilities,  and  accessibility 
had  now  become  of  primary  importance  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  then.  And  now  he  came 
to  another  part  of  the  subject ; — but  ho  feared 
he  was  wearying  the  House.  He  regretted  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  was 
not  in  bis  place,  as  this  was  a  particular  part  of 
the  question  in  which  he  was  interested.  They 
had  been  told  in  Auckland,  and  they  would  be 
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tola  m  tiiai  Mouse,  tnai  tne  oarrymg-out  ot 
this  resolution  meant  separation  {or  the  colony. 
Was  that  the  first  time,  on  the  proposal  of  such 
resolutions,  that  they  heard  the  cry  of  Separa- 
tion? and  was  it  not  true  that  every  one  who 
was  supporting  this  resolution  was  supporting 
it  solely  because  be  knew  and  believed  that  if 
these  resolutions  were  not  carried  Separation 
could  not  be  staved  off  any  longer?  It  was 
most  curious  how  the  House  had  disagreed 
on  one  point.  One  party  said,  Do  not  carry 
those  resolutions  or  you  will  have  Separation  ; 
and  tho  other  saiJ,  If  you  want  to  avoid  Separa- 
tion, carry  those  resolutions.  Separation  was 
the  bugbear  which  they  wished  to  avoid. — 
^No.) — Tho  honourable  member  from  Otago  said 
"  No."  Did  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchnrch  want  to  avoid  Separation?  Did 
not  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Sir.  Stafford)  want  to  avoid  Separation?  He 
said  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City 
was  not  supported  by  one  member  except  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchnrch,  who 
agreed  with  him  in  his  opinions. 

Mr.  WILSON  protested  against  his  name 
being  used  in  connection  with  any  one  else's 
sentiments.  It  was  a  dodge — or,  if  that  was  not 
parliamentary,  a  piece  of  chicanery. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  he  would  not 
allude  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at  all, 
but  he  would  allude  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Stafford),  who,  were  he  in 
his  place,  would,  he  (Mr.  FitzGerald)  was  quite 
sure,  bear  his  remarks  with  the  greatest  equani- 
mity. He  said  that  the  honourable  member 
for  NeUnn  City  was  not  supported  by  any  man 
in  that  House,  except  those  who  wholly  ob- 
jected to  Separation. 
.  Mr.  GILLIES.— No. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said,  why,  he  had  still 
before  him,  before  his  mind's  eye,  the  speech 
which  the  honourable  member  delivered  in  the 
Town  of  Lyttelton  when  he  went  on  one  of 
those  missionary  crusades  in  favour  of  Separa- 
tion. The  honourable  member  used  to  be  a 
fieparationist,  and  he  (Mr.  FitzGerald)  thought 
he  was  one  still,  but  he  might  have  seen 
occasion  to  forego  that  important  doctrine. 
In  speaking  of  Separation,  an  argument  which 
had  been  used  before  would  be  used  again,  and 
they  would  be  told  that  the  object  they  had 
in  view  in  having  a  united  colony  was,  iifter 
all,  a  matter  of  sentiment.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  tho  view  that,  when  you  heard  of  an 
argunirnt  being  a  matter  of  sentiment,  on 
the  wliole  it  was  likely  to  be  a  stronger  one.  It 
was  in  the  same  sense  that  it  was  said  that 
poetical  truth  was  higher  truth  than  plain 
truth,  and  it  might  be  that  those  who  objected 
to  sentiment  as  truth  were  tinable  to  compre- 
hend tliat  which  men  of  a  wider  scope  of  mind 
were  able  to  see  readily.  Let  them  consider 
the  many  changes  which  had  come  over  the 
face  of  Europe ;  and  what  had  given  rise  to 
them  ?  What,  but  a  mere  matter  of  senti- 
ment I  If  they  looked  down  the  history  of  man- 
kind,— to  the  Thirty  Years  War, — they  would 
find  that  many  of  the  events  recorded  occurred 
'.through  the  moving  influence  of  what  many 
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men  .  caiiea  a  mere  matter  ot  sentiment 
Was  it  a  mere  matter  of  sentiment  ?— was  it  a 
matter  of  sentiment  at  all  —  that  a  powerful 
State  should  desire  to  ^  cling  to  its  power, 
instead  of  being  broken  up  into  bands  of  small 
republics?  He  believed  that  there  was  do 
argument  that  could  be  enforced,  or  that  eoaid 
be  placed  before  them,  of  the  same  importance 
to  the  colony'as  that  of  the  political  unity  of 
the  colony  now  committed  to  their  charge ; 
and  they  should  consider  the  value  of  that 
great  future  which  they  wonld  throvr  amy 
when  they  abandoned  unity.  No  man  oonld 
listen  to  what  took  place  in  the  Provincial 
Councils  of  the  colony  without  feeling  the 
great  difference  there  was  in  the  whole  tone 
and  power  of  those  Assemblies — a  difierence 
between  those  who  had  benefited  by  ioter- 
course  and  those  who  had  not  wandered  be- 
yond their  own  province.  It  showed  that  there 
was  something  to  be  gained  in  a  large  com- 
munity, and  if  they  cut  up  the  colony  into 
small  pieces  so  would  they  stunt  the  minds  of 
their  statesmen.  He  called  this  a  matter  of 
sentiment.  Was  Auckland  anxious  to  be  the 
capital — the  seat  of  Government  ?  Was  if  for 
the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  ?  Why,  what 
were  they  compared  with  the  wealth  of  .Auck- 
land I  He  honoured  the  Auckland  people  for 
desiring  to  make  this  the  capital  from  the  love 
of  the  place.  That  was  a  matter  upon  which 
they  were  to  be  honoured  and  not  to  be 
quarrelljad  with  ;  but  he  would  ask  tho  people 
of  Auckland  to  consider  this  one  point :  that,  if 
they  had  faith  in  the  great  resources,  if  they 
had  faith  in  the  power  and  prosperity  which 
their  part  of  New  Zealand  possessed,  it  might 
become  so  great  in  a  short  time  that  the  Soath 
would  be  nothing  to  it,  and  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment would  come  back  to  them  by  the  same 
power  which  took  it  from  them — namely,  a 
superior  population  and  the  power  of  interest- 
would  then  satisfy  their  own  argnmenta  aod 
bring  it  back  to  them.  But  he  did  ask  Auck- 
land to  consider  this :  Was  it  better  for  their 
interests  that  they  should  separate  this  colony, 
and  that  they  should  remain  the  capital  of  a 
small  province,  or  that  they  shonld  be  oae 
groat  commercial  extremity  of  aa  enormoos 
and  powerful  colony?  Either  Andcland  was 
going  to  become  one  great  commercial  ex- 
tremity in  one  of  the  greatest  States,  or  it  wis 
going  to  become  the  capital  of  an  insignificut 
State,  in  juxtaposition  to  a  colony  five  times 
its  size,  and  populated  by  their  countrymen, 
whose  superior  importance  and  wealth  would 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  compete  with. 
He  asked  them  again  whether  they  would 
prefer  to  be  the  extremity  of  a  great  colony, 
or  the  capital  of  a  small  colony  overshadowed 
by  a  great  one. 

Mr.  CARGILL  said  he  had  been  strongl; 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  question  in- 
volved was  of  all  questions  the  most  important 
to.  the  colony.  He  thought  the  honooiabia 
member  for  Ellesmere  had  taken  a  proper  view 
of  the  question  as  it  regarded  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment being  retained  in  Auckland,  and  had 
shown   that    the    argument    for  that  was  a 
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■wretched  rag,  which  was  not  worth  consicler- 
iog.  He  had  taken  the  opportunity  on  a  pre- 
vions  occasion  of  pointing  out  how  this  question 
■stood,  and  that  those  who  were  opposed  bo  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  Qovumment  were  com- 
posed of  members  for  Auckland  who  had 
narrow  views  on  the  subject,  or  members  who 
desired  the  colony  to  be  bi;oken  up  into 
separate  States.  He  felt  a  strong  interest  in 
this  question,  and  he  put  out  of  sight  any  oon- 
sideratioiT  for  any  particular  province  ;  for, 
after  all,  it  was  paltry  to  consider  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  few  thousand  pounds  connected  with 
the  General  Government.  He  would  really 
appeal  to  any  honourable  member  who  had 
such  a  feeling  not  to  be  influenced  by  it,  not- 
withstanding what  his  constituency  might 
think,  but  to  deal  with  the  question  honestly 
and  manfully,  as  one  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  ■Colony  of  New  Zealand  at  large.  He 
seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  GILLIES  raised  the  point  of  order  that, 
as  a  paragraph  in  the  address  proposed  a  cer- 
■tain  expenditure  of  money,  they  would  only  be 
in  order  in  discussing  it  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  He  cited  May's  "  Parliamentary 
Practise  "  to  show  that  the  House  could  not 
proceed  with  any  motion  for  an  address  to  the 
Crown  for  the  expenditure  of  any  money  ex- 
cept in  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  money  clause 
in  the  address  should  be  excluded,  and  after- 
wards considered  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

A  discussion  ensued  upon  this  ruling. 

On  the  motion  ol  Mr.  FITZGERALD,  it  was 
agreed,  That  paragraph  6  of  the  proposed 
address  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
-whole  House. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  question, 
■"  That  the  address,  with  the  exception  of  para- 
:graph  No.  6,  be  now  proposed  to  the  House." 

Atbs,  24. 

Jollie  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Mason  Thomson 

Ormond  Walker 

Paterson  Wayne 

Renall  Wells 

Reynolds  Wilson. 
Rhodes  Teller. 

Richardson  FitzQerald. 


BeU 

Brandon 

CaigiU 

Carter 

Domett 

Eyes 

Fitzherbert 

Fox 

Harrison 

NoKa,  12. 
Colenso  O'Rorke  Williamson,  Jas 

■Graham,  O.       Stafford  Wood. 

Graham,  E.       Taylor,  C.  J.  Teller. 

Munro,  J.  Vogel  Gillies. 

•O'NeiU 

Majority  for,  12. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  debate  continued  on 
4he  address,  with  the  exception  of  paragraph  6. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  the  question 
'be  amended  by  the  omission  of  all  the  words 
■after  the  word  "  That,"  in  the  second  line,  and 
the  addition  of  the  words,  "  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  in  the  present  critical  state  of  the 
•colony,  with  a  dangerous  Native  insurrection 
nging  within  a  few  miles  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 


ment, it  is  highly  inexpedient  to  take  any  steps 
for  removing  the  seat  of  Government,  having 
special  regaird  to  the  effect  which  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  have  on  the  Native  mind  and  on 
the  Imperial  Government,"  in  lieu  thereof ;  and 
would  commence  by  remarking  upon  the  last 
observations  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
(Mr.  Cargill).  He  was  not  sure  that  he  fully 
understood  that  honourable  gentleman's  allu- 
sions to  himself ;  and  therefore,  if  he  did  not 
correctly  quote  them,  he  trusted  the  honourable 
member  would  sot  him  right.  He  understood 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that  he  re- 
gretted that  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  had  separated 
himself,  on  this  question,  from  many  personB 
who  were  or  had  been  acting  with  him,  and 
that  it  was  a  pity  that  he  did  not  act  in  concert 
with  them. 

Mr.  CARGILL  said  what  he  stated  was  that 
he  exceedingly  regretted,  in  a  question  of  this 
nature,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  stood 
aloof  from  other  honourable  members  with 
whom  he  would  have  wished  to  have  seen  him 
acting  in  concert ;  which  he  thought  was  a 
pity. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  it  might  be  a  matter 
of  regret  to  the  honourable  member  that  they 
could  not  all  be  of  one  opinion ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  must  say,  in  holding  a  different 
opinion  from  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
present  occasion,  he  did  not  consider  himself  an 
object  of  pity  at  all.  The  vote  he  was  about  to 
give  upon  this  question,  and  the  amendment  he 
would  propose,  were  the  result  of  a  firm  con- 
viction that  the  motion  was  at  present  most  ill- 
timed,  and  that  if  astcd  on  it  would  have  a  most 
injurious  effect.  He  knew  that  the  grounds  on 
which  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion  were  alto- 
gether different  from  those  which  influenced 
some  honourable  members  who  would  vote  on 
the  same  side  with  himself  on  his  amendment. 
He  alluded  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  Goldfields,  the  honourable  member 
forDunedin  North  (Mr  Vogel), and possiblysome 
other  honourable  members.  The  objects  and 
intentions  with  yrhich  they  would  vote  on  the 
same  side  with  himself  were  totally  opposed  to 
those  which  led  him  to  believe  that  the  vote  he 
should  give  was  a  correct  and  fitting  one.  He 
would  give  that  vote  because  he  believed  that  to 
act  upon  the  address  at  the  present  time  would 
be  tb  make  it  certain  that,  instead  of  one  united, 
great,  and  prosperous  colony,  which  this  country 
was  capable  of  becoming,  it  would  be  divides 
into  three  colonies.  It  was  because  he  believed 
nothing  ws^  more  certain  thorn  that  to  result 
from  the  address  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere,  if  carried  into  effect, 
that  he  would  give  it  his  most  uncompromising 
opposition.  The  very  last  motion  which  he 
would  have  thought  likely  to  come  before 
the  House  this  session  was  the  one  now 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere.  He  could  understand  that  such  tk- 
question  might  be  brought  up  when  the  state 
of  the  country  was  very  different  from  that  in. 
which  it  was  now  placed,  and  he  could  also  un- 
derstand that  in  times  long  past,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  colony,  an  amount  of  dissatisfac- 
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tion  existed  in  some  of  the  other  settlements 
against  Auckland  being  the  seat  ol  Govern- 
ment. The  honourable  the  mover  of  tfa<e  address 
novr  under  consideration  had  searched  the 
Journals  of  the  House  for  motions  respecting 
the  seat  of  Government.  But  in  doing  so  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  acted  quite 
fairly  ;  though,  of  course,  with  no  intention  of 
acting  unfairly.  But  the  honourable  member 
had  mixed  up  two  q^uestions  not  necessarily 
connected — the  question  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
Between  these  two  questions  there  was  a  very 
distinct  and  marked  difference — distinct  and 
marked  in  itself,  but  amazingly  more  distinct 
when  it  came  to  the  personal  feelings  of  honour- 
able members.  He  believed  it  was  a  fact  that 
during  the  recess  there  was  very  little  agitation 
indeed  in  the  country  as  to  the  question  of  the 
seat  of  Government,  with  the  exception  of  the 
feeling  in  Otago  for  a  distinct  separation  of  the 
Government  into  two  Governments.  With  that 
exception,  he  could  state  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  journals  and  Press  of  the  colony  might 
be  searched  almost  in  vain  for  instances  of 
agitation  as  to  the  seat  of  Government,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  the  case  of  some  person 
who  might  think  his  particular  grievance  had 
not  received  the  attention  it  ought  owing  to 
the  seat  of  Government  being  situated  where 
it  was.  But,  when  the  General  Assembly  was 
summoned  and  honourable  members  were  re- 
quired to  attend  to  their  duties  in  the  House, 
then  they  heard  something  about  the  question. 
First,  a  hollow  murmur  arose,  gradually  swell- 
ing into  a  loud  roar,  as  to  the  inconvenience  of 
coming  to  one  particular  place  in  the  colony. 
This  arose  almost  entirely  from  personal  feel- 
ings on  the  part  of  honourable  members,  from 
a  consideration  of  the  trouble  imposed  on  them 
to  fulfil  the  duties  which  they  had  undertaken 
at  the  time  of  their  election.  When  they  were 
solicited  to  stand  for  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  they  should  then  have  referred 
to  the  inconvenience  of  going  to  one  particular 
place  of  holding  the  sessions.  He  would  not 
say  that  such  a  reference  had  never  been  made 
by  honourable  gentlemen  during  their  election : 
it  might  have  occurred  in  one  or  two  instances ; 
but  he  challenged  the  honourable  member  to 
prove  that  such  a  thing  had  been  a  matter  of 
common  occurrence.  With  respect,  then,  to 
the  two  questions,  one  of  them — that  of  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly — had,  as  the 
honourable  the  mover  had  correctly  informed 
the  House,  been  brought  forward  in  many 
sessions,  but  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  Government  had  seldom  been  debated. 
The  communications  and  addresses  which  had 
passed  between  His  Excellency  and  the  House 
m  18S6  had  reference  entirely  to  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  not  to  the  seat  of 
Government.  There  was  a  time  when  there  was 
no  steam  communication  between  the  settle- 
ments. He  could  remember  the  time  when  the 
settlements  were  very  small,  with  no  commu- 
nication existing  between  them  for  commercial 
purposes,  with  no  steamers  and  but  few  sailing 
vessels  passing  from  one  port  to  another,  and 
Mr.  Stagord 


the  communication  with  the  seat  of  Gorem* 
ment  only  kept  up  by  an  occasional  visit  one* 
in  six  months  by  the  old  Government  bcig,  kt 
the  purpose  of  taking  np  to  Auckland  the 
baltuice  of  the  Customs  revenue  collected  at 
the  different  settlements.  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  might  have  been  some  reasonable 
ground  for  moving  that  the  seat  of  Government 
should  be  brought  nearer  to  those  settlements. 
But  no  such  motion  was  then  made,  and  that 
state  of  things  had  entirely  disappeared,  and 
they  had  now  got  regular  communication  by 
steam  with  the  seat  of  Government  four  time* 
a  month,  frequently  supplemented,  also,  l>j 
other  steamers  coming  up  on  other  bosineaL 
A  large  portion  of  the  colony  was  also  at  tUi 
moment  engaged  in  constructing  the  electiie 
telegraph,  which  would  bring  them  in  still  man 
frequent  communication  with  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment. The  honourable  the  mover  at- 
tempted to  establish  that  an  absolute  geo- 
graphical centre  was  necessary  for  the  good 
government  of  a  country.  He  would  take  leavB 
to  say  that  such  a  statement  was  the  merest 
piece  of  moonshine — as  great  a  delusion  ai  he 
had  ever  heard,  even  from  that  honourable 
gentleman.  Where  would  the  hononiabk 
gentleman  find,  either  at  the  present  timed 
in  past  years,  even  to  the  dork  a^es,  precedmte 
for  the  seat  of  Government  of  either  great  <r 
small  States  being  situated  at  the  mathemaucfl 
centre  of  the  State  7  There  was  one  State  nov 
whose  seat  of  Govenunent  was  near  its  geo- 
graphical centre.  He  alluded  to  the  Kingdcm 
of  Spain  ;  and  it  had  lost  Portugal,  which  wis 
once  joined  to  it,  because  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment had  been  maintained  at  Madrid  —  the 
most  inconveniently-placed  capital  that  coold 
well  be  conceived.  London  was  very  far  in- 
deed from  the  centre  of  the  UnitM  King- 
dom of  which  it  was  the  seat  of  Govemr 
ment.  Was  it  very  convenient,  before  rail«a}f 
were  constructed,  within  their  own  lifetime, 
for  members  from  Scotland  and  Ireland  to 
attend  the  session  in  London? — especially 
from  the  west  of  Ireland,  with  the  incidents 
pertaining  to  which  the  honourable  member 
for  EUesmere  was  doubtless  fomiUar.  If  his 
memory  failed  him  not,  he  could  recoUeot 
that  one  of  the  inconveniences  of  memban 
attending  from  Ireland  in  past  times  was  the 
necessity  of  their  being  ocoafiionally  packed 
in  barrels,  and  marked  "Good  red-hertiiigs;" 
thus  enabling  them  to  pass  certain  persons  who 
might  have  reasons  for  wishing  to  stop  than. 
But  even  those  extreme  inconveniences  were 
never  urged  as  reasons  for  removing  the  seat  of 
Government  to,  say,  Liverpool  or  Bristol.  A 
combination  ol  circumstances  conspired  tou^ 
cate  where  the  Government  could  be  most  cob- 
veniently  situated,  indepAidently  of  the  qnae- 
tion  whether  it  was  the  geographical  centre  of 
the  State ;  and,  after  a  considerable  expeiienee 
of  the  working  of  Government  in  this  coontiy, 
he  did  think  that  there  was  no  place  m 
New  Zealand  better  suited  than  the  City  d 
Auckland  for  the  seat  of  Government  for  the 
whole  colony,  with  especial  consideration  to  th* 
future.    The  hononraole  gentleman  had  rightly 
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CDnjectnred  what  was  the  action  taken  by  >iim 
^Hr.  Stafioid)  in  1856  on  the  question  of  the 
Ineeting  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and,  though 
it  wonld  not  be  proper  to  say  what  different 
members  of  the  tnen  Executive  thought, 
honourable  members  could  infer — the  Execu- 
tive Council  being  divided,  three  and  three — 
on  which  side  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  voted.  He  was 
convinced  that  it  was  advisable  that  the  seat  of 
Ckrvenunent  should  be  retained  in  Auckland  in 
1856,  and  the  conviction  had  been  growing 
Stronger  ever  since.  On  every  occasion  when 
opportunity  offered  he  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  remove 
it,  the  most  recent  occasion  being  that  on 
'which  he  had  addressed  his  constituents  at 
ITelson.  It  wo\ild  therefore  be  seen  that  this 
•was  no  new  opinion  on  his  part.  If  he  were,  on 
this  question,  to  act  on  what  might  be  termed 
TCivate  interest  he  wonld  support  this  motion. 
Sat  those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  public 
^iffairs  of  the  country  would  not  feel  satisfied 
if,  on  a  future  occasion,  they  found  they  had 
xnaterially  injured  what  was  intended  to  be 
a  great  country  by  supporting,  on  private 
grounds,  the  motion  now  before  the  House. 
Selieving  that  the  motion  in  question  would 
inflict  an  irreparable  injury  upon  the  colony  at 
large,  he  had  proposed  the  amendment.  .Even 
if  the  motion  were  a  judicious  one  if  proposed 
at  any  other  time,  it  was  at  that  moment 
almost  a  wicked  one — at  a  time  when  the  whole 
energies  of  the  Government,  as  the  Colonial 
Secretary  bad  stated  when  pleading  against  an 
early  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  were  so  taken  up 
with  the  pressing  necessity  of  hourly  consider- 
ing what  was  required  to  be  done  in  concert 
with  the  military  authorities.  Yet  just  at  that 
moment  the  seat  of  Government  was  sought  to 
be  removed  to  a  great  distance.  He  was  sure. 
Tinder  these  circtmistances,  he  would  have  the 
support  of  that  honourable  gentleman  who,  in 
opposing  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunediu  North  (Mr.  Vogel) ,  had  declared 
iihat  the  executive  duties  of  the  Government  in 
the  present  emergency  would  prevent  them 
from  being  able  to  meet  the  Legislature  for 
fifteen  months,  and  thus  debarred  the  House 
iiom  exercising  its  constitutional  functions. 
Independently  of  the  great  weight  of  that 
bonourable  gentleman's  authority,  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  his  own  knowledge.  He  was 
-perfectly  aware  that  an  honourable  gentTe- 
man  not  now  in  his  place,  who  in  a  short 
-time  had  filled  so  dilettanti  an  office  in 
-two  Ministries  that  he  was  utterly  unable 
to  define  his  position  when  expressly  asked, 
had  stated  that  the  Katives  could  be  better 
governed  from  a  distance  than  face  to  face  -with 
them  —  by-the-by  he  did  not  hear  so  much 
about  the  "face-to-face  policy'"  now  as  in  1861. 
IHiBkt  argument,  to  be  worth  anything,  would 
band  over  the  government  of  the  Natives  to 
Bome  persons  in  England,  or  to  some  persons 
-in  Australia.  If  that  argument  were  worth 
anything,  this  motion  did  not  go  far  enough ; 
they  ought  to  go  to  Invercaigill  or  Stewart 
Island.  There,  according  to  the  process  of  rea- 
flooing  laid  down,  which  his  honourable  friend 


near  him  (Mr.  Weld)  had  been  deluded  into  for 
the  present  concurring  in,  would  be  the  most 
fitting  place  from  which  to  govern  the  Natives. 
He  must  remark,  in  reference  to  his  honourable 
friend  next  him,  who,  he  believed,  was  going  to 
vote  against  him  to-night,  that  he  believed  &at 
honourable  gentleman  hfid  come  to  the  deter- 
mination to  give  his  vote,  as  he  would  give  it, 
from  a  conviction  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  unity  of  the  colony.  On  the 
contrary,  be  (Mr.  Stafford)  gave  his  vote  on  the 
opposite  side  exactly  for  the  same  reason.  He 
had  never  heard  truer  observations  than  those 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  (Mr. 
Colenso)  on  an  analogous  motion  to  the  present 
one,  two,  or  three  days  ago.  He  did  not  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  had 
fairly  represented  to  the  House  the  arguments 
and  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier;  but  perhaps  he  was  jus- 
tified in  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
honourable  member  was  really  verging  on 
absurdity — that  his  argument  was  an  argumen- 
tum  ad  abaurdum — that,  because  he  thought 
a  centre  of  gravity  was  necessary  for  the  seat 
of  Government,  therefore  it  must  be  a  mathe- 
matical centre.  He  could  quite  understand 
the  honourable  gentleman's  (I^.  Colenso's)  con- 
clusions, and  was  not  misled  by  them.  He 
understood  him  to  lay  down  clearly  that  there 
were  two  great  centres  in  the  colony,  which  he 
termed — and  not  very  inappropriately — centres 
of  gravity,  that  wluoh  immediately  centred 
round  the  City  of  Auckland,  and  that  which  cen- 
tred round  the  City  of  Dunedin,  or  rather,  in  the 
Province  of  Otago,  for  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  where  the  centre  of  gravity  of  Otago  was 
from  one  day  to  another.  However,  there  were 
the  two  great  centres,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  very  properly  recognized,  and  he 
said  that  between  the  two  centres,  and  iu  the 
mathematical  centre,  was  a  position  of  insigni- 
ficance and  weakness  —  a  view  which  he  (Mr. 
Stafford)  entirely  indorsed.  This  last  centre 
comprised  four  comparatively  small  and  in- 
significant communities  of  people^-compara- 
tively,  he  meant,  with  the  large  centre  of 
Auckland,  and  the  large  centre  of  Otago,  Can- 
terbury, and  Southland.  The  small  communi- 
ties of  Taranaki  and  Wellington  were  on  the 
north  side  of  Cook  Strait,  of  Picton  and  Nelson 
on  the '  south  side,  having  very  little  if  any 
commercial  point  of  unity  between  them,  and 
unable  to  form  among  themselves  a  counter- 
balancing equipoise  to  the  large  centres  at  the 
north  and  the  south  extremes  of  the  colony. 
Therefore  he  believed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  quite  correct  in  his  conclusions  when 
he  stated  that,  if  the  present  motion  vraa  given 
effect  to,  the  result  would  be  that  they  would 
have  one  colony  in  the  South,  another  in  the 
North,  and  a  weak,  insignificant,  struggling 
colony  in  the  centre.  So  disappointing  to  his 
views  of  what  this  country  ^ould  grow  into,  and 
the  measures  which  it  ought  to  take  to  insure  its 
greatness,  would  be  such  a  result  i^at  he  could 
never  bring  himself  to  believe  that  any  moti(^ 
similar  to  that  now  under  consideration  to- 
night must  be  anything  but  the  most  injurious 
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iifaioh  this  House  could  have  bionglit  before  it 
for  consideration.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  had  made  a  statement  in  his  open- 
ing speech  which  -was  incorrect,  though  he 
probably  did  not  mean  it  to  be  so.  He  hod 
especially  referred  to  the  conduct  of  certain 
honourable  members  for  Nelson;  and,  though 
not  of  personal  interest  to  himself  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford), he  did  insist  that  there  should  be  no 
misapprehension  with  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Nelson  members.  The  statement  was 
that  Nelson  joined  with  Wellington  against 
Auckland  in  the  session  of  1862.  Now,  Auck- 
land was  never  proposed  in  the  session  of  1862 
at  all. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  did  not  think  he  referred 
to  1862,  but  had  only  spoken  generally. 

Mr.  STAFFORD. —  Yes,  the  honourable 
member  had,  and  he  had  corrected  him  abthe 
time  by  saying  "  No."  The  fact  was  that  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment was  distinctly  put,  and  negatived  by  the 
votes  of  the  Nelson  members,  with  possibly  one 
exception.  Some  days  afterwards  the  question 
of  where  the  next  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly should  bo  held  was  brought  forward,  by 
a  motion  that  it  should  be  at  Wellington,  and 
all  the  Nelson  members  voted  against  that. 
Ohrisbchurch  was  then  proposed,  and  the  Nel- 
son members  were  agam  on  the  side  of  the 
"Noes."  Nelson  was  then  proposed,  and  upon 
that  there  was  no  division,  the  members  for 
Nelson  themselves  not  desiring  to  vote  for  that 
place.  He  made  this  explanation  that  it  might 
not  be  supposed  that  in  1862  the  Nelson  mem- 
bers had  voted  for  holding  the  General  Assembly 
out  of  Auckland,  still  less  for  removing  the  seat 
of  Government.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  a  statement  which  it  was  difficult  to 
disprove,  and  equally  difficult  to  prove,  and 
therefore  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  would  simply  state 
that  he  did  not  give  his  adhesion  to  it :  on  the 
contrary,  his  own  recollection  of  the  results  of 
computations  made  by  nautical  men  when  the 
question  was  considered  with  reference  to  the 
Panama  route  was  entirely  opposed  to  that 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere,  who  had  said  that  the  shortest  distance 
for  the  Panama  steamers  would  be  through 
Cook  Strait.  Now,  that  happened  to  be  exactly 
the  longest  route.  If  the  honourable  member 
took  a  flat  map,  as  Mercator's  Projection,  and 
drew  a  line  from  one  point  of  depa[rtnre  to  the 
other,  it  mi^ht  appear  to  bear  out  his  state- 
ment; but  if  he  took  a  globe,  which  repre- 
sented distances  on  the  surface  of  the  earth 
pretty  accurately,  and  if  he  knew  anything  of 
the  principle  of  great-circle  sailing,  the  prin- 
ciple universally  adopted  nowadays  for  ships 
going  Home  from  Australia  and  China,  he 
would  find  that  to  go  by  Dunedin  was  really 
shorter  than  through  Cook  Strait.  There  were 
also,  in  the  route  to  Panama,  winds  of  the 
nature  of  trade-winds,  which  blew  with  such 
regularity  that  they  could  be  reckoned  almost 
to  a  mile  or  two ;  and  it  would  be  found  that, 
in  coming  from  Panama,  the  assistance  of  the 
trade  winds  was  such  that  by  keeping  to  the 
north  the  voyage  was  much  facilitated — a  fact 
Hr.  Stafford 


pointing  to  Auckland  as  the  port  of  call  for 
vessels  on  their  route  from  Panama.  In  ih* 
return  voyage  it  would  be  necessary,  to  avoid 
these  winds,  to  keep  towards  the  south,  whidi 
pointed  to  Dunedin  as  the  fitting  place  for 
vessels  to  call  at  in  going  back  from  Aosttalia 
to  Panama.  The  fastest  and  best  route,  then- 
fore,  would  be  for  vessels  bound  from  Paoaiaa 
to  call  at  Auckland,  and  those  returning  at 
Dunedin ;  while  the  route  through  Cook  Sttait 
would  be  the  longest,  most  objectionable,  and 
least  economical.  [The  honourable  memba 
proceeded  to  speak  of  the  original  selection  of 
Auckland  as  the  seat  of  Government]  H> 
had  expressed  his  view  very  recently  at  a 
pubUo  meeting  at  Nelson,  and  when  he  did  to 
he  must  say  he  had  not  expected  to  find  » 
many  honourable  gentlemen  in  the  House 
afterwards  expressing,  bit  by  bit,  the  same  les- 
timent ;  and  now  he  found  the  hononrablt 
gentleman  himself  doing  so.  What  did  he  (Ui. 
Fitzgerald)  then  say  ?  That  it  was  a  great  encr 
of  Governor  Hobson,  against  the  warnings  and 
protests  of  certain  persons  interested  in  another 
locality,  to  disregard  their  warnings  that  in 
settling  here,  in  the  midst  of  powerful  tribes,  he 
W8LS  certain  to  involve  the  colony  in  fntoie  war 
and  disaster.  The  honourable  gentleman  bad 
stated  that  what  the  Middle  Island  was  now 
asked  to  do  was  to  pay  for  the  mistake  thna 
made  by  the  first  Governor  in  selecting  Anct 
land  ai  a  place  in  which  to  plant  a  00I017, 
because  there  were  near  it  powerful  tribes  of 
Natives,  which  would  be  certain  to  give  rise  to 
war.  That  was  an  altogether  difierent  opicioe 
from  that  hitherto  expressed  by  the  hoDOor- 
able  gentleman,  who  had  previously  said  that 
if  we  had  only  acted  rightly  there  was  Hh 
innate  reason  why  there  should  ever  be  any 
conflict  between  the  races.  He  (Mr.  Stafford 
would  undertake  to  say  that  Governor  Hobcim 
made  a  very  wise  selection.  The  very  fact  that 
the  position  was  between  two  laj^e  divisioii  of 
the  tribes  of  New  Zealand  was  a  reason  why  it 
should  have  been  selected,  situated  as  Auok- 
land  was  on  a  narrow  peninsula,  which,  tht 
honourable  gentleman  had  on  a  previoot  occa- 
sion very  truly  stated,  could  be  very  easily  de- 
fended. With  seas  on  both  sides,  it  separated 
those  warlike  tribes,  so  that  they  could  not 
pass  with  hostile  intentions  from  one  to  th» 
other  without  the  consent  of  the  Government 
it  was  just  the  place  above  all  others  which  a 
Government,  having  in  view  the  propriety  of 
a  commanding  position  dominating  over  tti* 
Natives,  would  on  no  account  neglect  Heba- 
lieved  that  was  the  main  reason  why  Captain 
Hobson  selected,  and,  he  thought,  most  nsely 
selected  it  Had  he  remsdned  at  the  Bajcs 
Islands  he  certainly  would  have  made  a  mil- 
take.  Believing  that  Auckland  had  snpeiiar 
advantages  to  those  possessed  in  any  other  part 
of  the  colony  as  the  future  capital,  believing 
that,  even  if  it  were  not  so,  it  would  be,  ha 
might  almost  say,  wicked  to  agitate  the  qnet- 
tion  at  the  present  moment,  he  had  movai 
tdiis  amendment,  and  in  doing  so  he  had  not 
thou^t  onlj  of  the  present,  for,  while  at  pre- 
sent it  was  improper  to  moot  the  questiaa,  in 
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fatnie  it  would  be  still  more  so.  He  had  pre- 
Tioasly  in  this  session  stated  his  belief  that,  so 
soon  as  the  difficulties  of  the  Kative  question 
were  got  rid  of — which  was  merely  a  question 
of  time,  and,  he  believed,  but  a  short  time — 
the  great  natural  capabilities  of  the  Northern 
Island  would  insure  its  possessing  and  main- 
taining a  much  larger  population  than  the 
Middle  Island.  And  therefore  he  could  not 
bring  himself  to  think  it  wise  or  judicious  to 
remove  the  seat  of  Government  merely  on 
account  of  the  possible  presence  afterwards  in 
the  southern  province  of  a  large  class  of  persons 
drawn  there  by  an  accident  which  might  at  any 
time  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  It 
would  be  most  unwise  and  unstatesmanlike  of 
the  Legislature  of  whatmust  be  a  great  country 
were  it  to  shift  the  seat  of  Government  back- 
wards and  forwards  because  a  large  num- 
ber of  gold-diggers  had  for  a  time  located 
themselves  at  one  extremity  of  the  country, 
which  they  might  leave  in  another  twelve 
months ;  and  many  of  whom  were  now  going 
to  the  West  Coast  diggings,  in  the  Province 
of  Nelson.  The  West  Coast,  if  it  should 
become  as  attractive  as  the  goldflelds  in  the 
Province  of  Otago,  could  be  as  well  governed 
from  Auckland  as  from  Cook  Strait.  Sailing 
vessels  would  reach  it  as  easily  from  Manukau 
as  from  Wellington,  and  with  more  certainty 
than  if  they  had  to  beat  through  the  Strait. 
While,  therefore,  Auckland  must  be  the  best 
position  for  governing  the  Natives,  aaA  had  an 
equally  good  position  for  managing  goldfielda  in 
any  place  but  that  in  which  they  happened 
to  be  chiefly  just  now,  and  while  the  Northern 
Island  would  ultimately  contain  a  much  larger 
•^cultural  and  stationary  population  than  the 
Middle  Island,  it  would  be  unwise  and  unstates- 
manlike to  remove  the  seat  of  Government 
because  there  was  a  small  numerical  prepon- 
derance of  population  in  the  Middle  Island  just 
now. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD.— Double. 

Mr.  STAFFORD.— Well,  it  might  be  double, 
exclusive  of  the  sixty  thousiund  Natives ; 
but  surely  the  honourable  member  was  not 
going  to  exclude  those  Natives  who,  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  had  said,  should  have 
direct  representation  in  the  House — ^men  whom 
the  honourable  gentleman  termed  brothers,  just 
men  like  ourselves,  and  who  ought  to  be  treated 
like  ourselves.  Was  it  treating  them  like  our- 
selves to  totally  ignore  their  presence?  He 
could  not  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  that,  and  he  trusted  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  retracting  that  word  "  double." 
It  was  true  that  the  Middle  Island  was  a  very 
great  island,  and  it  had  increased  in  an  un- 
precedented manner  in  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  Even  before  gold  was  discovered  it  had 
mcieased  enormously  in  its  production  of  wool, 
because  Nature  had  given  it  large  pastures  of 
natural  grass,  which  at  once  became  a  means 
of  producing  wool,  and,  by  the  sale  of  it  in 
England,  bringing  gold  into  the  country.  The 
Northern  Isluid  was  almost  destitute  of  that 
'great  natural  advantage,  and  therefore  had  not 
made  the  same  great  and  rapid  increase  in  its 


exports  of  wool,  but  as  certainly  as  the  Middle 
Island  had  superior  natural  advantages  for  the 
production  of  wool,  so  had  the  Northern  Island 
mfinitely  greater  advantages,  only  they  would 
be  in  great  part  the  result  of  hard  livboiir  and 
some  delay.  The  labour  having  been  given  as. 
Englishmen  were  accustomed  to  give  it,  and 
had  already  ^ven  it  in  places,  as  the  green 
pastures  in  sight  of  those  windows  evidenced, 
three  or  four  times  as  much  stock  would  be 
carried  on  the  pastures  of  the  Northern  as  on 
those  of  the  Middle  Island.  In  the  facility 
of  water  communications  also  the  Northern 
Island  immeasurably  eclipsed  the  Middle  Islondi 
having,  for  instance,  such  rivers  as  the  Wairoa, 
Waikato,  Wanganui,  and  Manawatu ;  besides 
the  Thames,  Piako,  and  others  of  a  character 
utterly  unknown  in  the  Middle  Island.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Molyneux  or  Clutha — he 
trusted  he  should  not  offend  his  friends  of  the 
"  Old  Identity  "  by  the  first  term,  which  was 
always  heard  on  its  banks — and  a  few  unim- 
portant exceptions,  the  rivers  of  the  Middle 
Island  might  be  said  to  be  not  only  unfit  for 
communication,  but  really  huge  incumbrances 
too,  interrupting  communication  and  entailing 
loss  of  life  that  could  be  calculated  on  from  ona 
year  to  another,  so  regular  were  the  fuscidents. 
Ho  moved  the  amendment  which  he  had  pre- 
viously read. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  seconded  the  amendment. 

Major  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  listened 
with  mingled  feelings  of  regret  and  e^stonish- 
ment  to  the  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City.  Ha 
regretted  that  the  honourable  member  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  characterize  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ellcsmere  as  alto- 
gether ill-timed  and  unjustifiable  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  For  his  part,  he  (Major  Richard- 
son) thought  a  motion  was  never  more  justifi- 
able than  that  proposed  upon  this  occasion.  He 
was  glad  to  find  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  was  totally  opposed  to  the  ideas 
entertained  on  the  same  subject  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Goldfields,  and  had  re- 
corded his  decided  antagonism  to  Southland. 
While  he  rejoiced  at  the  expression  of  his  senti- 
ments upon  this  subject,  he  regretted  that  he 
had  made  the  statement  that  honourable  mem- 
bers were  glad  to  accept  seats  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  without  conKiJeriug  any 
question  about  the  seat  of  Qovemmcnt.  He 
was  sure,  when  the  honourable  member  came 
to  reflect  upon  what  he  had  said,  he  would 
admit  it  was  somewhat  out  of  character,  for  no 
greater  difficulty  had  been  met  with  in  gentle- 
men deciding  to  accept  seats  in  that  House 
than  the  remoteness  of  the  scat  of  Legislature. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  that  evening  upon  the 
centre  of  gravity.  It  was  a  very  grave  subject, 
and  it  was  becoming  that  they  should  treat  it 
with  the  gravity  it  deserved.  He  would  sup- 
port the  resolution  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere,  in  order  that  they  might  sup- 
port the  two  centres  of  gravity  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City.  That 
honourable  member  had  also  based  a  great  deal 
of  his  arguments  upon  the  question  of  the  seat 
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of  Oovcmment  contintiing  in  Auckland  owing 
to  its  position  between  the  two  great  Native 
tribes ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  (Major Biohaxd- 
8on)  strange  that  the  seat  of  Oovemment  of 
this  colony  should  be  placed  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Native  population  in  preference 
to  the  Europeans.  When  he  first  came  to 
the  colony,  while  desiring  to  do  justice  to  the 
Natives,  he  did  not  think,  with  all  their 
rights  and  privileges,  the  colonists  would  have 
to  succumb  to  Native  policy  and  Native  de- 
sires. A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
Northern  cotmtry  being  able  to  bear  a  more 
4enso  population  than  the  Middle  Island.  He 
had  travelled  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
Bouthcrn  portion  of  the  Island  from  Welling- 
ton, Wanganui,  and  Taranaki,  and  had  been 
much  disappointed  in  its  appearance ;  and  to 
his  view  a  great  part  was  perfectly  unadapted 
for  agricultural  purposes.  Then,  something 
had  been  said  about  the  rivers  of  the  Northern 
Island.  He  had  not  seen  them  all,  but  what 
he  had  "ccn  he  had  not  a  very  pleasant  recol- 
lection of.  Even  these  noble  rivers  were  found 
extremely  impracticable :  Nature  had  so  ar- 
ranged that  where  there  was  a  piece  of  good 
country  there  was  a  river  with  a  bar,  and  where 
there  was  not  a  bar  there  might  be  expected 
to  be  a  i)oor  country.  In  the  Waikato  and 
the  Thames  there  were  difficulties  in  landing, 
as  experienced  in  the  expedition  sent  down  to 
the  Thames,  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  neces- 
sary, when  they  were  considering  this  ques- 
tion, to  enter  into  its  principles,  and  inquire 
what  was  the  disease  they  proposed  to  remedy. 
There  was  a  disease  in  New  Zealand — he  be- 
lieved it  was  a  canker ;  a  disease  of  a  legislative 
and  administrative  character — and  by  bringing 
the  Government  to  a  central  position  3iey 
would  destroy  the  disease.  He  contended  that, 
whilst  the  seat  of  Government  remained  in  the 
North,  with  the  whole  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment almost  absorbed  with  Native  matters  so 
as  to  prevent  them  giving  attention  to  other 
business  of  other  portions  of  the  colony,  until 
this  was  remedied  the  agitation  for  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  must  continue. 

Mr.  QTTiTiIES  inquired  if  the  amendment 
wns  proposed  to  take  effect  after  the  word 
"That,"  in  the  second  line,  and  supply  simply 
a  substitution  for  the  first  clause,  or  the  whole 
address  to  be  excluded. 

:Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  whole  address 
was  meant  to  be  expunged  after  the  word 
"  That,"  in  the  second  line. 

Ur.  GILLIES  said,  after  this  ruling,  it  was 
of  course  incompetent  for  him  to  propose  any 
amendment  which  he  had  intended  to  make 
upon  the  address.  He  felt  that,  while  he 
might  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City  that  the  present  was  not  a  time 
for  arguing  the  question  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment—he  felt,  at  the  same  time,  that,  suppos- 
ing the  House  decided  that  the  present  was  a 
time  for  taking  such  a  question  into  its  con- 
fiideration,  there  were  numerous  amendments 
which  ought  to  be  made  in  the  address.  But 
he  contended,  upon  the  individual  amendments 
he  intended  to  propose,  he  had  not,  by  the 
Mty'or  Bichardton 


motion  then  before  .the  House,  the  opportnui^ 
of  testing  the  feeling  of  the  House.  Althoo^ 
however,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  t^ 
he  could  not  allow  the  motion  to  pass  without 
stating  to  the  House  his  opinions  npon  tia 
subject,  and  the  more  so  because  the  hoooor. 
able  member  for  EUesmere,  as  well  aa  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North  (Uajot 
Btchardson)  had  confused  two  things  t<^etha 
which  he  maintained  were  distinct  qaestioiB— 
namely,  the  question  of  the  seat  of  Govm- 
ment  and  that  of  the  place  of  meetio);  d 
the  General  Assembly.  He  recognized  the  in. 
convenience  of  honourable  members  coming  19 
to  Auckland,  and  had  therefore,  in  postsessiom, 
voted  for  the  session  being  held  in  a  mote 
central  situation ;  but  the  seat-of-Govemmeot 
question  was  another  thing  altogether,  uid  « 
more  important  thing — a  question  of  adminis- 
tration, on  which  depended  the  peace,  order,»iid 
good  government  of  the  country  far  more  than 
upon  legislation  by  the  House.  Again,  the 
point  more  at  issue  was  not  whether  AaekUnd 
was  to  continue  to  be  the  seat  of  Government, 
but  whether  Cook  Strait  should  be  the  seat  U 
Government  for  all  time  to  come,  as  against 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  It  was  petfenlj 
futile  to  suppose  that  the  removal  of  the  test 
of  Government  could  be  carried  out  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  colony,  and  is 
soon  as  the  existing  Native  difficulties  weie 
terminated  the  House  was  to  meet  again,  and 
sorely  that  would  be  the  proper  time  to  discuss 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government.  Wlo 
could  say  what  would  bo  the  position  of  the 
colony  eighteen  months  hence  ?  Besides,  i»- 
thing  they  did  now  could  bind  the  Assemblr  ii 
ano&er  session.  It  was  absolutely  useless  to 
attempt  to  loake  these  permanent  changes  b; 
the  force  of  a  coalition  majority  for  a  tempomr 
purpose  —  a  coalition  which  could  not  hope 
permanently  to  keep  its  grasp  on  the  p:it 
centres  of  population  and  wesilth  of  Aucklaid 
and  Otago.  He  did  not  say  Auckland  ou^t  'j> 
be  the  seat  of  Government ;  but  that  now  vu 
not  the  time  to  raise  the  question,  the  ook>i7 
being  so  far  in  a  transition  state,  not  only  vitj 
regard  to  the  Native  question,  but  to  those 
questions  in  the  Southern  Island  lelatii^  to 
miners,  Ac.,  that  they  could  not  come  to  t 
fair  judgment  in  the  matter  at  present.  'Hie 
honourable  the  mover,  strangely  enou^ 
wished  to  throw  on  the  House  the  boito 
of  proving  a  negative ;  but  the  question  vu, 
rather,  Had  he  proved  that  Cook  Strait  «ai 
the  best  place  in  the  colony  for  the  seat  of 
Govenmient,  and  that  it  would  be  the  hot 
some  fifteen  or  eighteen  months  hence?  The 
honourable  member  had  said  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  place  the  seat  of  Government  wheie 
people  were  less  under  the  influence  of  Go- 
vernment, and  referred  especially  to  militH; 
expenditure  and  other  matters  of  that  son. 
Now,  if  there  was  one  place  where  they  »obH 
less  wish  than  another  that  the  seat  of  Qcna- 
ment  should  be  for  that  reason,  it  would  be 
Cook  Strait,  where,  more  than  any  other  p«t 
of  the  country,  the  people  were  under  the  power 
of  the  local  QoTemmeuts.     The  liahiJi^  of 
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earthquakes  was  also  a  serions  reason  why 
Cook  Strait  shonld  not  be  the  place  where  the 
Qoremment  records  were  kept,  as  permanent 
buildings  conld  not  be  erected.  He  entirely 
disagreed  with  the  hononrable  the  mover  in  the 
idea  that  this  motion  would  be  antagonistic  to 
Separation.  This  "  Separation  "  had  been  held 
np  as  a  bugbear  to  the  House,  but  the  time  was 
coming  when  it  would  have  to  be  met  face  to 
face.  He  was  not  ashamed  to  avow  that  he 
had  been  one  of  the  prime  movers  of  Separa- 
tion, but  the  discontinuance  of  the  flour-and- 
BQgar  system  with  the  Maoris  had  removed  one 
great  argument  for  it.  Rather  would  he  lay  down 
his  right  hand  on  the  block  than  see  Separation, 
if  he  could  avert  it  by  any  fair  and  reasonable 
means.  But  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  Wellington  would  be  only  to  add  to 
tiie  misgovemment  of  the  Soutii  the  mis- 
government  of  the  North  also;  and  from  the 
moment  this  motion  was  carried  he  should 
leave  no  stone  unturned  in  the  endeavour  to 
efiect  the  separation  of  the  two  Islands. 

Mr.  VOGEL  said  he  felt  he  was  not  qualified 
to  deal  with  this  question  in  the  same  spirit  as 
many  of  those  who  took  an  interest  in  it,  since 
he  could  bring  to  bear  on  it  no  personal  feeling. 
That  the  question  evoked  unusual  interest 
might  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  third  time  it  had  been  brought  up  during 
the  session,  and  each  time  by  a  difierent  mem- 
ber. He  could  not  pretend  to  understand  why 
the  services  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Brace  (Mr.  CargUl),  who  first  brought  it  tip, 
were  dispensed  with  in  favour  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  (Mr.  Domett),  and 
why  that  honourable  gentleman  was,  in  turn, 
displaced  by  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere,  unless  it  was  the  desire  to  pledge  each  of 
these  gentlemen  separately,  by  marang  them 
take  up  the  prominent  position  of  proposers  of 
the  resolution.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  had  given  a  full  history  of  the  past 
in  relation  to  this  question.  He  trusted  it 
would  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  honourable  member 
to  do  justice  to  the  treatment  the  same  ques- 
tion had  received  during  the  present  session. 
The  honourable  member  could  bring  to  bear  on 
it  the  broad  light  of  the  genius  the  possession 
of  which  he  was  universally  credited  with. 
Those  gifted  with  genios  Were  admittedly  not 
very  stable  in  their  opinions,  and  the  House 
might  yet  hear  the  honourable  member  enun- 
ciate opinions  directly  opposite  to  those  he  had 
uttered  that  night.  Then  could  he  do  justice 
to  the  trickery,  the  dodgery,  the  intriguing  in 
which  the  question  before  them  had  been  in- 
volved during  the  session.  Then  conld  the 
hononrable  member  tell  of  the  patriotic  steam 
company  alliance,  of  the  intrigues  tuid  trickery, 
and  of  the  publichouse  conspiracies  which  as- 
sisted in  placing  this  question  before  them. 
He  (Mr.  Vogel)  was  referring  to  the  treatment 
the  question  had  received  outside  the  House. 
He  did  not  say  he  was  referring  to  honourable 
members — if  liiey  thought  the  cap  fitted  them 
let  them  wear  it— but  he  said  that  outside  the 
House  the  question  had  been  treated  in  a  spirit 
«f  intrigue  utterly  discreditable.    The  very  re- 


solution before  them  was  the  result  of  a  five 
hours'  conference  at  a  publichouse.  It  smelt 
of  the  tap-room.  In  regard  to  the  treatment 
the  question  had  received  by  its  supporters  in- 
side the  House,  parliamentary  practice  forced 
him  to  be  more  careful  in  the  selection  of  his 
words.  He  would  merely  say  that  he  desired 
to  use  the  sense  of  the  same  expressions  as  far 
as  parliamentary  prsMstice  permitted.  Need 
he  go  further,  as  an  instance,  than  the  scene  of 
last  Friday  night,  when  the  question  was  forced 
to  a  vote  without  discussion,  notwithstanding' 
the  generous  promise  of  the  Government  to  find 
pairs  for  the  members  who,  if  the  debate  were 
adjourned,  would  have  had  to  leave  in  the  in- 
terim ?  The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
had  spoken  of  an  alliance  between  Otago  and 
Auckland,  forgetting  that  notoriously  several 
Otago  members  wore  supporting  him.  Did  he 
mean  to  say  they  did  not  represent  Otago? 
The  honourable  gentleman  could  not  have  more 
bitterly  reflected  on  his  Otago  supporters  than 
in  this  very  remark.  The  honourable  member 
had  sneered  at  Otago's  unsettled  population, 
forgetting  that  in  doing  eo  he  defeated  his  ar- 
gument. For,  if  Otago  were  not  to  be  regarded 
as  requiring  greater  facilities  for  government, 
for  what  reason  should  they  remove  the  Go- 
vernment from  Auckland,  which — Otago  apart 
— had  no  rival  in  the  colony  ?  And  this  inade 
him  (Mr.  Vogel)  inquire,  who  were  wishing  for 
this  removal  of  the 'seat  of  Government?  The 
honourable  member  admitted  that  Otago  and 
Christchurch  did  not.  Who  did,  then  7  Why, 
the  provinces  interested — the  three  provinces 
the  rivalry  between  which  would  be  resumed 
as  soon  as  the  proposed  Commission  handed  in 
its  decision.  And  this  reminded  him  that  they 
did  not  want  their  petty  intrigues  carried  be- 
yond the  colony.  There  was  no  need  of  a 
Commission.  If  Cook  Strait  were  to  be  the 
seat  of  Government  the  selection  of  the  precise 
locale  required  no  Commission.  Picton  pos- 
sessed undoubted  advantages  over  Wellington 
and  Nelson.  He  would  look  into  the  question 
on  its  merits.  Why  was  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  Government  asked  for  ?  He  presumed 
no  one  would  deny  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  demand  was  based  wsls,  that  the  nearer 
the  Government  was  to  the  governed  the  greater 
the  facilities  for  governing.  But  in  precisely 
the  same  proportion  that  benefit  was  conferred 
on  the  South  by  the  removal  was  injuiy  done 
to  the  North.  The  gun  of  the  one  was  the  loss 
of  the  other.  Were  they  justified  in  injuring 
Auckland  to  afiord  a  measure  of  relief  to  Otago? 
Were  there  no  vested  rights  to  be  considered  ? 
But,  placing  them.on  the  same  footing,  if  there 
was  a  larger  population  in  the  South,  was  there 
not  a  more  troublesome  one  in  the  North  1  If 
it  was  necessary  for  the  Government  to  be  near 
the  governed,  surely  it  was  necessary  to  be  near 
those  most  difficult  to  govern.  It  was  an  utter 
fallacy  to  say  that  it  was  desirable  to  be  at  a 
distance  from  the  Natives.  The  experience  of 
the  past  had  shown  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Governor  or  the  Government  to  leave  Auck- 
land for  amy  length  of  time.  He  would  assert 
it  as  a  principle,  the  denial  of  which  he  ohal- 
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Noes,  7. 
Bell  Ormond  TelUr. 

Domett  Bichardson       Weld. 

Jollie  Wayne. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Motion  agieed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through 
all  its  remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Commencement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Repeal  Bill, 
Nelson  College  Trust  Lauds  Bill. 

MINERS    REPRESENTATION    ACT 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Miners  Representation  Act  Amendment 

Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 

the  House  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

IN  OOHinTTEE. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  then  moved,  That  the 
following  paragraph  be  added  to  the  address  to 
bepresented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor : 
"  ^at,  immediately  upon  receiving  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  so  appointed,  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  site  re- 
commended by  them  to  be  forthwith  procured, 
and  the  necessary  buildings  for  the  residence 
of  the  Governor,  for  the  offices  of  Government, 
and  for  the  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  be  forthwith  erected ;  and  the  House  hereby 
imdertokes  to  vote  all  such  sums  as  your 
Excellency  shall  direct  to  be  incurred  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Commission,  and  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  seat  of  Government  in  the 
locality  thus  to  be  selected." 

Mr.  O'NEILL  said  he  must  oppose  the 
motion.  It  was  sought  to  throw  the  expense 
of  erecting  a  Government  House  upon  the 
whole  colony,  whereas  he  was  sure  the  pro- 
vince to  which  the  seat  of  Government  might 
be  removed  would  be  very  glad  to  erect  buUd- 
ings  at  its  own  cost.  There  was  a  Govern- 
ment building  in  Auckland,  and  buildings  were 
S laced  for  the  use  of  Government  at  Wellington 
uring  the  session  there. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  re-argue  the  question  of  the  seat  of 
Government,  as  that  had  been  done  on  the 
pcevious  night  sufficiently  to  Suit  all  parties. 
The  erection  of  Government  buildings  was  not 
a  provincial  charge,  and  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land hod  been  repaid  the  expense  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Government  House. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  might  ask  the  honourable 
the  mover  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  leave 
the  motion  as  it  stood,  if  it  should  be  carried. 
If  so  it  would  place  the  Govenmient  in  some- 
what  of  a  dilemma,  as  the  House  might  mean 
one  thing  and  the  Government  carry  out 
another.  He  thought  something  ought  to  be 
said  about  the  kind  of  building  required,  and 
its  cost. 

Mr.  BBODIB  considered  the  resolution  was 


a  work  of  supererogation,  as  most  of  the  pn>- 
vinces  had  already  offered  to  build  Government 
buildings  should  the  seat  of  Government  be 
removed  there.  The  expense  ought  thetefcaa 
not  to  be  thrown  on  the  colony. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  would  like  to  sa» 
the  question  answered.  Were  the  buildings  to 
be  of  stone,  wood,  or  iron  ? 

Mr.  FOX  thought  the  honourable  member 
who  had  stated  that  the  Wellington  Provincial 
Council  had  offered  to  erect  Government  build- 
ings had  been  misinformed :  such  a  fact  had 
never  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  it  was  a  fact  Ancklaod 
had  built  a  Government  House  without  waiting 
for  the  Assembly  to  sanction  it ;  bat  the  cost 
was  repaid  upon  valuation.  The  use  of  build- 
ings had  been  offered  by  the  Province  c^  Wel- 
lington for  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  that  promise  was  honourably  fulfilled.  He 
objected  to  the  voting  of  money  in  such  an 
unconstitutional  mode  as  proposed,  and  which 
would  place  an  imlimited  Bpending-power  in 
the  bands  of  any  Government.  A  certain  maxi- 
mum sum  ought  to  have  been  stated. 

Dr.  MONRO  thought  it  quite  in  acoordaoee 
with  the  practice  of  the  House  of  ComnxKH, 
where  certain  sums  were  necessary  to  be  voted, 
to  go  to  the  Crown,  the  House  promising  to 
make  good  the  expenditure.  He  would  give  a 
precedent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Hocse 
of  Commons.     [Precedent  read.] 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  23. 

Brandon 

Jollie 

Thomson 

CargiU 

Monro,  D. 

Walker 

Carter 

Ormond 

Wavne 

Cox 

Paterson 

Weld 

Eyes 

RenaU 

WelU 

Pitzherbert 

Reynolds 

Wilkin. 

Fox 

Richardson 

TeOer. 

Harrison 

Taylor,  W.W. 
Noes,  13. 

FitzOerald. 

Colenso 

Munio,  3. 

Gillies 

O'Neal 

Wood. 

Graham,  G. 

Stafford 

Graham,  B. 

Turton 

TeOtr. 

Mason 

Vogel 

Brodie. 

Majority  for. 

10. 

Motion"  agreed  to. 

Resolution 

reported  to  the  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the 

question,  "That 

this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 

the  said  resolution." 

Ates,  20. 

Brandon 

Fox 

Thomson 

CargiU 

Harrison 

Wayne 

Carter 

Jollie 

Weld 

Cox 

Ormond 

Wells 

Eyes 

Paterson 

Wilkin. 

FitzGerald 

Reynolds 

TOUr. 

Pitzherbert 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Bichardson. 

• 

Noes,  12. 

Brodie 

Graham,  0. 

Mason 

Colenso 

Graham,  B. 

Munro,  J. 
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Williajnson,Jno       TeUer. 
Wood.  Gillies. 


O'Neill 

O'Rorke 

Vogel 

Majority  for,  8. 

Besolntion  adopted  by  the  House. 


ACT 


SECONDARY    PUNISHMENT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House    on    the    Secondary    Ponishment   Act 
Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House, 
and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  pa-ised. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  11. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1) 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Marine   Board  Bill  was   considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  tho  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-motrow. 

DEEDS     REGISTRATION    AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for    the    further  consideration  of   the 
Deed-s  Registration  Amendment  Bill. 

Dt  COUUITTEB. 

Clause  IC. — Registrar-General  to  make  and 
alter  regulations. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  this  clause  stand  part  of  tha^Ul." 

Ayes,  20. 


Atkinson 

O'NeiU 

Wilkin 

Baldwin 

Ormond 

Williamson,  Jas 

Butler 

Richardson 

Williamson.Jno 

Cargill 

Russell 

Wilson 

Coltsnso 

Thomson 

Wood. 

Cox 

Turton 

TeUer. 

Monro,  J. 

Wayno 
Noes,  5. 

GiUies. 

Carter 

Harrison 

Teller. 

Pox 

Taylor,  W.  W 

'.  Brandon. 

Majority  for,  15. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  -21. — ^Registration  of  Grown  grants 
before  issue. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  this  clause  stand  part  of  lae  Bill." 

Ates,  17. 


Bell 

Cargill 

Carter 

Colenso 

Domett 

Pox 

Graham,  G.       Thomson 
Jollie                 Williamson,Jno 
Munro,  J.          Wilson 
Ormond             Wood. 
Richardson               Teller, 
RusseU               O'Neill. 

Nobs,  2. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Teller. 
Brandon. 

CUuse 

Majority  for,  15. 
agreed  to. 

1868— p 

Clause  25. — Production  of  evidence  of  regis- 
tered instruments. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  this  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  15. 


Atkinson 

Monro,  D. 

Wayne 

Brodie 

Ormond 

Williamson.Jno 

CargUl 

JUchardson 

O'Neill. 

Colenso 

Russell 

Teller. 

Curtis 

Thomson 

Gillies. 

Graham,  G. 

Noes,  6. 

Carter 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Teller. 

Fox 

Wilson. 

Brandon. 

Renall 

Majority  for,  9. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
and  the  rei>ort  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

TIKOKINO  RESERVE  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on    the    Tikokino    Reserve    Bill   was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  tho  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

SHERIFFS  ACT  AMENDMENT  B1L,L. 

The  Sheriffs  Act  Amnndmout  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and 


REGULATION    OP    ELECTIONS   ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Regulation  of  Elections  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  27th  November,  1863. 


Auckland  Harbour  Debenture  Act  1860  Amendment 
BUI— First  Readings— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill- 
Third  Eeadlnft- WellinKton  Patent  Slip  Jlill— 
lioan  Appropriation  Bill— Native  Purpojua  Ap- 
propriation Act  Ameudmout  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

AUCKLAND  HARBOUR  DEBENTURE  ACT 
1860  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Harbour  Debenture  Act  i860 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
Selection  on  Private  Bills. 
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Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  Bill, 
Miners  Bepresentation  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Secondary  Punishment  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Tikokino  Be- 
serve  Bill,  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1). 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 
The  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  was  recommitted, 
further  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  Council  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

THIRD  READING. 
Auckland  Reserves  Bill. 

WELLINGTON  PATENT  SLIP  BILL. 
The  Wellington  Patent  Slip  Bill  was  recom- 
mitted, further  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
ported to  the  Council  with  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

LOAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Loan  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

NATIVE   PURPOSES    APPROPRIATION 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The   Native    Purposes    Appropriation   Act 
Amendment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  con- 
sidered in  Committee,   and   reported  to  the 
Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  27th  November,  1863. 


Bailway  Bill— First  Ueadlngs— Nelson  Scab  Act 
Susponsiou  Bill— New  ProvinceB  Act  Amend- 
ment  Bill— Lieatenaot-Oovemors  Bill  —  Native 
Letters — Auckland  Provincial  Council — Marine 
Board  Bill  —  Deeds  Becistration  Amendment 
Bill — Commencement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Kcpeal 
BUI— OtaRO  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)— Nelson 
College  Trust  Lands  Bill— Begnlation  of  Elec- 
tions Act  Amendment  Bill  —  Forei^  Offend- 
ers Apprehension  Bill— Representation  Bill — 
Hawko's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill— Nelson  Waste 
Lands  Bill. 


Mr.  Speakes  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill 
to  estiblish  certain  rules  for  the  authorizing 
And  making  of  railways.  His  object  was  to  re- 
lieve the  Government  from  difficulties  in  which 
they  might  be  placed  with  regard  to  assenting 
to  Loan  Bills  for  making  railways  by  laying 
down  principles  for  the  guidance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  principle  they  proposed  was  that 
the  province  raising  such  loan  should  first  set 
aside  such  portion  of  its  waste  lauds  as  would 
ultimately  pay  off  the  loan. 

Leave  granted,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 


f  XJM9X      JfcriAI/J-«\TO. 

Vaccination  Bill,  Wardens'  Conrts  Appeal 
Bill,  Constitution  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Wel- 
lington Patent  Slip  Bill,  Auckland  Beseives 

NELSON  SCAB  ACT  SUSPENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  suspend  for  a  short  time  the  operatim 
of  the  Nelson  Scab  Act  of  1863.  The  esilj 
time  at  which  this  Act  was  to  be  brought  into 
operation  would  lie  a  great  hardship  to  mtay 
stockowners  and  consumers,  for  it  would  really 
amount  to  putting  a  tax  of  twopence  or  three- 
pence a  pound  on  mutton.  When  the  Act  «u 
passed  its  immediate  tendency  was  not  Beea,oi 
It  would  not  have  been  passed  with  a  clause 
bringing  it  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1864,  a  time  within  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  large  flocks  of  sheep  clean. 
This  Bill  proposed  to  suspend  it  for  thnt 
months. 

Mr.  WILKIN  considered  that  this  \ns 
purely  a  provincial  matter,  and  one  for  which 
the  Provincial  Council  could  be  called  together. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  House  interfering 
any  more  than  necessary  with  provincial  legis- 
lation.  

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  this  Bill  was  not 
only  an  interference  with  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature, but  with  the  Governor's  executive 
powers.  He  admitted  that  the  case  vta  a 
hard  one ;  but  the  people  of  Nelson  had  tha 
remedy  in  their  own  hands. 

Mr.  CARGILL  trusted  the  House  would  not 
adopt  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  which  would  be 
to  constitute  this  Assembly  a  Court  of  appeal 
from  Provincial  Legislatures  on  special  Acts. 
The  precedent  established  by  the  Bill  would  be 
most  mischievous. 

Mr.  WOOD  agreed  generally  with  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  last  three  speakers ;  but 
there  were  exceptions  to  every  role,  and  he  did 
not  see  why,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
House  should  refuse  to  suspend  the  Act  far 
three  months.  It  would  not  be  the  fint 
time  this  House  had  legislated  on  purely  pro- 
vincial matters.  He  thought  it  was  churlish 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  refuse  to  any 
honourable  member  the  legislation  necessaiy 
in  a  case  so  clear  as  this. 

Mr.  ORMOND  thought  that  steps  might  haw 
been  taken  in  the  province  to  effect  the  object 
desired. 

Mr.  WELD  said  this  Bill  affected  not  only 
Nelson,  but  Marlborough,  which,  except  where 
bordered  by  the  sea,  was  enclosed  within  the 
Province  of  Nelson,  and  upon  which  Nelaa 
established  a  blockade  without  notice. 

Major  RICHARDSON  referred  to  a  c«» 
which  had  occurred  in  Otago,  and  said  he 
thought  the  Provincial  Council  might,  in  thi« 
case  as  in  that,  have  been  called  together  fee 
the  purpose.  But  if  the  Provincial  Legislators 
desired  this  House  to  take  action  it  might, 
perhaps,  not  be  wrong  for  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BRANDON  justified  the  measure,  if 
introduced  bj  desire  of  the  Provincial  I^egi^ 
lature. 
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Mi.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  supported  the 
Sill  on  the  gzonnds  stated  by  the  uonouiable 
member  for  Cheviot. 

Mr.  EYES  advocated  the  Bill  as  only  an  act 
-o{  justice  to  Marlborough,  where  several  large 
truisaetions  with  regard  to  sheep  were  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  FOX  would  support  the  measure  on  that 
ground. 

Mr.  DOMETT  observed  that  the  petition  in 
{avonr  of  this  measure  was  signed  chiefly  by 
stockowners  of  Marlborough,  and  was  an  inter- 
ference with  provincial  legislation;  but  he 
would  not  oppose  it,  for  reasons  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Waiiau  and  others,  and  the  period  being  only 
three  months. 

Mr.  WILSON  supported  the  Bill.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  usual,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to 
permit  the  introduction  of  a  Bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  wished  to  see  a  copy  of  the 
Provincial  Act  in  question  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  COLENSO  expressed  his  entire  disap- 
proval of  the  idea  that  this  House  should  not 
meddle  with  provincial  legislation. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  was  of  opinion  that 
legislation  was  not  required,  and  therefore  he 
would  vote  against  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill. 
It  was  brought  in  on  a  petition  from  stock- 
owners,  from  whose  diseased  meat  the  people 
'Of  Nelson  might  be  desirous  of  protecting  them- 
selves. Further,  it  was  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  provincial  legislation ;  and,  as 
to  the  blockade,  the  people  of  Marlborough, 
being  aware  of  Uieir  liability  to  such  a  thing 
when  they  separated  themselves,  should  not 
now  complain. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  also  opposed  the  Bill  on 
provincial  grounds. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  in  reply,  thanked  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  for  calling 
attention  to  the  discourtesy  of  refusing  permis- 
sion for  the  introduction  of  a  Bill,  and  showed 
that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  for  the  Super- 
intendent to  call  the  Provincial  Council  of  Nel- 
son together  again  before  the  1st  of  January. 
As  to  meddling  with  provincial  legislation,  a 
Session  of  this  House  never  passed  without 
many  provincial  Acts  being  knocked  on  the 
head  either  expressly  or  virtually.  The  peti- 
tioners in  favour  o!  this  Bill,  he  remarked, 
though  generally  stockowners  in  Marlborough, 
'Were  residents  and  consumers  of  meat  in  the 
Town  of  Nelson.  With  the  petition,  however, 
he  had  nothing  to  do.  He  warned  honourable 
members  that  to  ride  the  provincial  principle 
too  far  would  be  the  doom  of  provincial  legisla- 
tion. He  was  certain  that  in  the  next  session 
■of  the  Nelson  Provincial  Council  this  Bill 
would  be  amended,  and  all  he  now  asked  was 
breathing-time  to  allow  it  to  be  reconsidered. 
Such  a  course  would  not  leave  the  Nelson 
people  imdefended,  for  a  very  stringent  Scab 
Ordinance  of  the  old  Legislative  Council  still 
remained  unrepealed  in  the  province.  The 
second  reading,  however,  would  be  the  proper 
occasion  for  discussing  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
Leave  granted,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 


NEW  PBOVINOES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  EYES,  in  moving  for  leave  to  introduce 
a  Bill  to  amend  "The  New  Provinces  Act, 
1868,"  said  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Waimea  had  consented  to  withdraw  his  Bill 
for  the  repeal  of  this  Act.  The  present  Bill 
would  be  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  measure  as  far 
as  its  future  operations  were  concerned  ;  but 
he  proposed  to  retain  some  clauses,  and  insert 
others  assimilating  the  election  of  Superinten- 
dent in  the  new  provinces  already  constituted 
to  the  mode  in  use  in  other  provinces. 

Xieave  granted,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS  BILL. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant- 
Governors  under  certain  circumstances  within 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  The  object  of  the 
measure  was  simply  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Lieutenant-Governor  in  any  province 
which  desired  it. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  cordially  supported  the 
motion,  having  been  made  aware  ol  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  Bill.  He  thought  no 
better  plan  could  be  proposed  for  the  effective 
administration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  also  supported  the 
Bill,  seeing  in  it  the  solution  of  a  great  many 
difficulties. 

Leave  granted,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

.     NATIVE  LETTERS. 

On  the  inotion  of  Mr.  POX,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  letters  of  prisoners  taken  at  Rangiriri, 
and  of  William  te  Wheoro,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  TUBTON  moved,  That  the  copies  of  origi- 
nal letters  from  Wiremu  Tamehana  [William 
Thompson]  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Brown,  of  Tauranga, 
with  their  translations,  be  printed,  so  as  to  be 
bound  up  with  the  records  of  the  House.  His 
object  was  to  preventany  future  misconstruction 
of  the  purport  of  this  document,  the  translation 
of  which  by  the  Native  Office  had  been  objected 
to.  If  Tamehana  had  not  meant  to  say  he 
would  not  spare  the  unarmed,  if  he  had  not 
been  concerned  in  the  murders,  he  would  have 
retired  to  Matamata  in  disgust.  There  had 
been  too  much  lionizing  of  Native  chiefs  in 
this  country,  and  it  was  quite  time  to  leave  it 
off.  He  was  no  Maori-hater,  quite  the  reverse,' 
but  he  did  not  wish  them  spoilt.  He  was 
afraid  that  when  it  became  known  what  chiefs 
were  now  on  board  the  "  CuraQoa  "  there  would 
be  a  false  .kind  of  sentiment  shown  towards 
them ;  and  he  warned  the  House  that,  if,  in- 
stead of  justice  to  the  Natives  and  Europeans, 
the  Government  exercised  a  false  mercy  to 
those  men,  with  the  view  of  gaining  a  wrong 
sort  of  prestige  with  the  Native  race,  a  second 
war  would  be  the  certain  result. 

Mr.  COLENSO  seconded  the  motion,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  motion  he  had  brought  before  the 
House  last  session,  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
accuracy  and  unanimity  of  translation  and 
interpretation. 
'    Motion  agreed  to. 
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AUCKLAND  PROVINCJIAL  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Auckland,  requesting  permission  for  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  to  meet,  pursuant  to  adjoum- 
ment,  in  the  Chamber  on  Saturday  at  two 
o'clock  pjn. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  the  desired 
permission  was  grsmted. 

On  the  question  being  put,  "That  the  resolu- 
tion be  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent," 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said  he  proposed 
to  move  that  the  House  should  meet  itself  on 
Saturday,  to  pass  an  address  to  the  Home 
Government,  to  be  sent  Home  by  this  mail 
along  Tvith  the  one  passed  on  Wednesday 
night. 

Mr.  WOOD  remariced  that  there  would  be  a 
Bupplementary  mail  on  the  6th,  which  would 
Tender  the  proposed  most  inconvenient  pro- 
ceeding nnnecessaty.  He  intended  himself  to 
propose  that  the  House  should  meet  on  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  withdrew  his 
proposition. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Marine  Board  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Motion  was  made.  That  the  following  be  the 
title  of  the  Bill :  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to 
establish  Marine  Boards  for  the  general  Control 
and  Management  of  Ports,  Pilots,  Lighthouses, 
and  other  blatters  relating  to  Navigation,  and 
to  regulate  Port  Charges  and  other  Bates." 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved.  That  the  question  be 
amended  by  the  omission  of  all  the  words  after 
the  first  word  "  to,"  in  the  first  line,  and  the  ad- 
dition of  the  words  "  establish  a  Marine  Board, 
and  to  provide  for  the  general  Control  and 
Management  of  Ports,  Pilots,  Lighthouses,  and 
other  Matters  relating  to  Navigation,  and  to 
regulate  Port  Charges  and  other  Rates,"  in  lieu 
thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Title,  as  amenided,  agreed  to. 

DEEDS  REGISTRATION  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 

House  on  the  Deeds  Registration  Amendment 

Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill 

read  a  thilrd  time  and  passed, 

COMMENCEllENT  OP  ACTS  ACT  1862 
REPEAL  BILL. 

The  Commencement  of  Acts  Act  1862  Repeal 
Bill  was  road  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  House  with  amendment, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day next. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  report  of  the  Comimittee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2) 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 


NELSON  COLLEGE  TRUST  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Nelson  College  Trust  Lands  Bill  waa 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  through  all  itt 
remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

REGULATION  OP  ELECTIONS  ACT 
AMENDirENT  BILL. 

The  Regulation  of  Elections  Act  Amendment 
Bill  was  considered  b^  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

FOREIGN  OFFENDERS  APPREHEH- 
SION  BILL. 

The  Foreign  Ofienders  Apprehension  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed  thiongh  aD 
its  remaining  stages  without  amendment. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
representation  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  in 
the  General  Assembly.  The  Bill,  he  said,  was 
drawn  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  representation.  To  the  [oeMDt 
number  of  members — fifty-seven — it  jnoposad 
to  add  thirteen,  thus  distributed:  For  a  new 
electoral  district  within  the  present  bonndaiiw 
of  Marsden,  one  member;  for  the  City  of 
Christchurch  (additional),  one  member;  for  a 
new  district  within  the  present  boundaries  at 
Cheviot,  one  member ;  for  a  new  district  withia 
the  present  boundaries  of  Timaru  aai  Hamp- 
den, one  member  ;  for  new  districts  within  tin 
present  boundaries  of  Hampden,  two  members ; 
for  two  hew  districts  within  the  present  boun- 
daries of  Bruce,  four  members ;  for  the  City  d[ 
Invercargill  (new  district),  one  member ;  Natin 
districts,  two  members.  The  names  of  tlw 
new  districts  to  be  respectively:  Albertlaod, 
Gourtenay,  the  Lakes,  Tokomairiro,  CIntha, 
and  City  of  Invercargill. 

BiU  read  a  second  time. 

HAWKE'S  BAY  LOAN  SECURITY  BILL. 

Mr.  ORMOND  moved  the  second  reading  d 
a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide  Securi^  ts 
the  Public  Creditors  of  the  Province  of  Hawke'i 
Bay  under  the  Loan  Act,  Session  6,  I7o.  1,  cf 
that  Province,"  by  reserving  from  sale  for  fooz- 
teen  years  about  two  hundred  thousand  acio. 
This  was,  he  explained,  but  a  collateral  se- 
curity. 

Major  RICHARDSON  supported  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  but  was  much  opposed  fe> 
some  of  the  details. 

Mr.  COLKNSO  objected  to  the  Bill  cm  ihe 
point  of  order  that  it  contained  clauses  whick 
had  been  in  a  Bill  that  hod  been  previocil; 
thrown  out  this  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  Bill  was  m 
order. 

Mr.  COLENSO  expressed  his  intention  a 
oppose  the  Bill,  as  making  an  unfair  di&ereoa 
between  one  part  of  the  province  apd  anotba, 
and  breaking  faith  with  tbe  runholders  at  in- 
sent  occupying  part  of  the  land  prox>oaed  (o  it 
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wt  apart,  by  making  them  pay  more  rent  than 
those  who  held  runs  of  iax  greats  value. 

Mr.  WILKIN  also  opposed  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  when  the  Loan  Bill 
bad  come  before  the  Government  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  objectionable  one,  and  he 
advised  that  it  sboold  not  be  sanctioned.  Fur- 
ther correspondence  took  place,  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  offered  to  set  apart  a 
gnantity  of  good  land  as  collateral  security; 
at,  from  what  at  present  appeared,  the  land 
they  proposed  to  set  apcurt  was  of  the  worst 
cbioaoter,  and  insViffioient  as  security.  The 
loan  not  having  been  yet  negotiated,  the  public 
creditor  would  not  be  prejudiced  by  rejecting 
this  Bill,  and  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  suggested  the 
reference  of  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  OBMOND  consented  to  adopt  the  coarse 
suggested,  explained  the  purposes  for  which 
theloan  had  been  raised,  and  replied  to  some 
of  the  objections  raised  by  the  previous  speakers. 

Bill  r^d  a  second  time,  and  refenrad  to  a 
Select  Committee,  consistii^  of  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liamson, Mr.  Domett,  Mr.  Brandon,  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Thomson, 
4Uid  Mr.  Ormond. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

The  Hoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Regulations  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 
until  Monday  next  at  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  SOth  November,  1863. 


'Sett  of  Oovemment— Native  War— First  Baadlngs— 
Native  Affairs— Third  Beading— lioan  Appropria- 
tion BUI— Crown  Orants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment 
Bill  — Miners  Bepresentatton  Act  Amendment 
Bill  —  Secondary  Funisbmeat  Act  Amendment 
Bill— Sberifrs  Act  Amendment  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at 
-two  o'clock. 

Pbaxebs. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LEE  moved.  That  the  follow- 
ing address  to  His  Excellency  be  adopted  by 
th^  Council : — 
Mat  it  pliase  toce  ExcelleKCt, — 

We,  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand, 
in  Parliament  assembled,  desire  respectfully 
'to  express  to  your  Excellency  our  strong  con- 
viction that  iJie  time  has  arrived  when  it  has 
become  'imperatively  necessary  for  the  good 
government  of  tiie  whole  colony,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  unity,  that  the  permanent 
position  of  the  seat  of  Government  aiiould  now 
Be  finally  settled. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  jost  claims  and 
rvaiied  neoeesities  of  all  parts  of  the  oolony 


require  tliat  the  seat  of  Govenuuent  should  be 
placed  in  a  central  position  —  that  is  to  say, 
somewhere  on  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait. 

We  desire  that  the  actual  site  of  the  capital 
should  be  submitted  to  some  independent  tri- 
bunal, by  which  the  interests  of  the  whole 
colony  may  be  imfuurtially  considered,  apart 
from  those  local  claims  which  are  sure  to  be 
asserted  by  the  several  settlements  of  Cook 
Strait  in  uie  discussion  of  a  question  so  im- 
portant to  their  respective  interests. 

Impressed  with  the  conviction  that  con- 
tinued delay  in  the  settlement  of  this  question 
will  only  t^d  to  keep  alive  those  feelings  of 
rivalry  and  jealousy  between  different  parts  of 
the  colony  which  seriously  impede  the  action 
of  Responsible  Government,  and  which  threaten 
at  no  distant  period  the  dismemberment  of  the 
colony,  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  pray  that 
your  Excellency  will  cause  no  time  to  be  lost 
in  giving  effect  to  the  foregoing  resolutions  in 
such  manner  as  to  your  Excellency  may  seem 
enedient. 

.  He  said  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  this 
subject  had  been  mooted,  but  he  thought  that 
the  time  had  now  arrived  when  it  should  be 
carefully  considered,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  southern  provinces.  He 
thought  that  the  same  arguments  which  ap- 
plied to  Aucldand  applied  also  to  the  southern 
provinces,  and  that  in  Cook  Strait  was  the 
only  place  for  tiie  seat  of  Oovemment.  He 
renxarked  on  the  great  advantages  offered  by 
some  position  in  Cook  Strait  for  the  Panama 
route,  and  said  that  the  removal  there  of  the 
seat  of  Government  would  rather  take  away 
the  only  excuse  for  the  dismemberment  of  the 
colony,  and  as  long  as  we  were  undivided  we 
oooapied  a  proud  position. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GILFILLAN,  in  rimng.  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  address,  said  l^t 
ha  did  expect  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lee  would 
have  advanced  some  reasons  to  justify  the  im- 
portant change  '^hioh  he  proposed ;  instead  of 
which  he  had  only  advanced  one  argument 
or  statement;  to  the  effect  that  the  proposed 
Panama  route  required  a  change  in  the  seat  of 
the  Govemm^t  of  the  colony.  Now,  that 
matter  had  been  discussed  years  ago  by  prac- 
tical men,  whose  opinion  was  that,  on  the 
principle  of  great-circle  sailing,  the  track  of  the 
steamers  from  Panama  would  strike  at  some 
thirty  miles  to  the  northward  of  Auckland, 
while  on  the  return  voyage  from  Sydney  some 
port  in  Cook  Strait  would  be  uie  best  to 
choose  as  a  jwint  of  departure.  In  fact,  it  was 
well  understood  then  that,  if  Ancldand  were 
made  the  port  of  arrival,  Wellington  should  be 
the  port  of  departure;  and  the  trade-winds 
favoured  such  an  arrangement.  Turning  now 
to  the  address,  ha  dissented  from  the  whole  .of 
it.  He  denied  that  the  time  had  come  for  any 
change  to  be  made  in  the  seat  of  Government. 
He  denied  that  the  unity  of  the  colony  could 
be  preserved  by  any  change  such  as  that  pro- 
posed, at  a  time  when  war  was  within  our  bor- 
ders and  the  muffled  drum  was  beating  in  one 
streets.  Aucldand  had  been  proclaimed  the 
o»pital  of  the  colony  more  thui  twenty  yean. 
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And  not  lor  tne  uenerai  AssemDxy  to  maKS  anj 
change.  He  was  glad,  for  the  saJce  of  the 
honoarable  member  who  proposed  this  address, 
and  for  the  sake  of  the  Counoil  also,  that  the 
parafraphs  which  set  forth  the  maohinery  by 
which  any  new  site  was  to  be  selected  had  been 
wiUidrawn.  But  they  had  been  agreed  to 
elsewhere,  and  he  (Mr,  GilfiUan)  confessed  to  a 
sense  of  shame  and  humiliation  that,  with  such 
a  distinguished  Governor  of  their  own  aa  Sir 
George  Grey,  with  ua.  able  Government,  and 
with  80  many  men — not  in  the  Counoil  alone 
nor  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but 
in  the  country  generally — we  should  be  asked 
to  refer  any  matter  whatever  to  the  decision  of 
any  one  else.  He  earnestly  hoped  the  Council 
would  never  submit  to  such  a  disgrace  aa  to 
own  that  we  could  not  settle  our  own  difSoulties 
without  having  recourse  to  strangers.  It  was 
true  that  the  three  Governors  to  whom  it  was 
proposed  that  this  question  should  be  referred 
were  til  able  men,  and  held  high  rank  in  the 
service  of  their  Sovereign;  but  two  of  them — 
he  meant  the  Governors  of  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales — had  never  even  seen  New  Zea- 
land; and,  while  the  Gk>vemor  of  Tasmania 
still  took — as  he  (Mr.  Gilflllan)  believed — a 
great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  New  Zealand,  he 
might  very  naturally  wonder  that  such  a  ques- 
tion should  be  referred  to  him  now,  and  might 
invite  the  Assembly  to  settle  their  own  a£Eairs. 
Then,  supposing  even  the  three  Commissioners 
to  be  appomted,  the  different  Governors  would 
look  round  to  find  men  who  knew  something  of 
this  colony.  In  that  case  impeuctiality  was 
simply  impossible;  for  it  was  a  happy  thing, 
perhaps,  that  any  one  who  had  lived  m  Skny  of 
the  different  provinces  thought  it  the  best  of 
all.  On  the  other  hand,  if  gentlemen  were 
sent  who  knew  nothing  of  the  country,  b^  what 
means  could  they  ever  decide  en  the  choice  re- 

Snired  7  In  fact,  with  any  kno^ed|[e  to  guide 
hem  there  could  not  be  impartaality,  and 
without  it  there  would  be  entire  ignorance  and 
unfitness  for  the  duties  they  weie  expected  to 
fulfil.  But  if  they  were  appointed,  in  the 
vague  terms  of  the  address,  to  eome  to  "  some- 
where in  Cook  Statait,"  he  (Mr.  Gilflllan)  sup- 
|)osed  it  was  not  intended  the  Commissioners 
should  pitch  their  tents,  like  wandering  Arabs, 
on  the  sea-shore.  They  would  probably  be 
landed  at  Picton,  or  Nelson,  or  Wellington. 
They  would  then  be  exposed  to  such  hospitality 
and  blandishments  of  all  kinds — each,  place 
vying  with  the  others — that  they  would  get 
quite  bewildered  and  be  unable  to  come  to  any 
decision.  They  would  then  say,  likely,  "To- 
morrow to  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new,"  re- 
port progress,  and  ofik  leave  to  again  travel, 
with  extended  powers  in  their  Commission  to 
visit  the  rising  and  wealthy  cities  of  Dunedin, 
Ohristchurch,  and  Auckland.  He  (Mr.  Gilfll- 
lan) observed  with  pain  that  the  proposed 
address  alluded  to  "feelings  of  rivalrv  and 
jiMklousy"  existing  between  the  two  luands. 
He  denied  the  imputation.  In  all  our  difli- 
culties  in  the  North,  with  mudi  anxiety  and 
sufEering  to  bear,  we  had  tejoioad  in  the  pto- 
SoH,  Mr.  GUflttan 


to  Know  tnat,  wnatever  narasnipa  were  Deuig 
endured  in  Auckland  in  consequence  of  the 
war,  our  fellow-oolonista  in  the  Soaih  wez» 
enjoying  peace  and  happiness.  The  tisi4 
would  soon  come,  he  hoped,  when  Auckland 
might  enjoy  the  same ;  and  were  honourable 
members  really  prepared  to  change  the  seat  of 
Government  now,  when  by-and-by  AQcUand 
would  have  good  cause  to  claim  it  back  agsiat 
The  address  aaked  the  Council  to  assert  that 
the  present  state  of  things  had  interfered  with 
the  action  of  Besponsible  Gbvemment  Was 
the  Council  prepared  to  say  ao7  Had  sny 
Governor  or  Government  ever  made  any  com- 
plaint on  the  subject  ?  It  was  for  them  aid 
not  for  the  Legislature  to  move  in  the  matter,, 
and  by  passing  this  address  he  thought  thej 
would  be  not  only  interfering  with  the  ftmc- 
tions  of  the  Executive  Counou,  but  interfenng 
with  His  Excellency  and  his  Miuisteis.  Mr. 
Stafford,  who  was  Prime  Minister. for  four  at 
flve  years,  was  against  any  change.  Mr.  Dilka 
Bell,  the  late  Native  Minister,  had  only  Isst 
session  at  Wellington  declared  that  if  so; 
change  were  made  he  would  not  hold  office. 
And  surely  now,  when  the  province  was  in  a 
state  of  war,  neither  the  Governor  nor  hii^ 
Ministers  could  possibly  leave  it.  Why,  last 
session,  when  Sir  George  Gtey  had  gone  t» 
Wellington  to  meet  the  General  Assembly,  he 
had  to  hurry  back  in  a  man-of-we^  to  Auckland 
to  settle  a  Native  dispute  at  Wbangarei,  in 
which  bloodshed  had  already  taken  place ;  tai 
his  honourable  friend  m  his  right  (Mr.  Walton^ 
would  correct  him  if  he  was  overstating  the 
importance  of  that  visit  of  His  Excellent. 
Again,  in  July  last,  when  an  attack  on  Auck- 
land was-  threatened  by  the  Natives,  the  town 
might  have  been  sacked  and  ruined  if  the  Go- 
vernor had  not  been  on  the  spot  and  arranged 
plans  for  its  defence.  When  peace  was  re- 
stored or  made  in  the  Northern  Island  then 
would  be  the  time  for  bringing  on  this  qnestioa. 
If  the  address  were  passed  to-day  the  knell  of 
the  colony  would  be  struck,  and  he  earnestly 
told  the  Counoil,  not  as  a  threat,  but  as  a  warn- 
ing, that  Auckland  would  never,  never  oonioit 
to  the  seat  of  Government  behag  taken  dee- 
where.  The  Auckland  members  would  rather 
bear  their  own  burden  and  ask  for  sepaiation 
at  once  from  the  Middle  Island.  They  woold 
shake  hands  and  part  with  all  kindly  feeling 
for  the  sympathy  wnioh  had  been  expressed  by 
their  southern  friends  in  their  recent  ttonUes, 
and  have  a  Government  of  their  own.  With 
these  views,  he  concluded  by  moving,  as  an 
amendment,  That  this  Council  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  pnc- 
pose  of  oonsiderin£  what  moasores  shoold  be 
adopted  for  the  better  government  of  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  said,  ifi  statiag 
some  of  the  reasons  which  influenced  bin  1> 
supporting  the  present  motion,  he  could  not 
hope  to  say  anything  new  on  a  question  wfaiA 
had  been  so  repet^edly  discussed  that  it  HJ^^ 
be  fairly  infened  that  every  aignment  ciat 
ooold  be  nsad  had  b^en  advanced  OS  either  lids; 
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and  he  had  no  d6abt  his  honourable  friend  had 
been  influenced  by  a  gimilar  motive  in  bri^y  ad- 
diessing  the  Cooncil  on  intiodncing  his  motion 
— though  he  had  incntred  the  censoie  of  the  last 

raker  for  doing  so— since  he  most  have  felt 
t  he  could  only  repeat  aigoments  that  had 
been  n<ied  before  and  inflict  on  the  Connoil 
the  tedium  of  a  twice-told  tale.    If,  however, 
the  honourable  member  who  last  addressed  the 
Council  had  said  more,  what  he  had  said  wba 
not  so  much  to  the  purpose  as  the  observations 
of  his  h<»ionrabIe  friend ;  for,  though  he  (Mr. 
Stokes)  had  listened  patiently,  he  had  not  heard 
anything  in  the  shape  of  an  argument  urged  by 
the  last  speaker  in  opposition  to  the  motion. 
In  Older,  however,  not  to  incur  the  censure 
of  the  honourable  member  he  (Mr.  Stokes) 
would  proceed   to  notice    one   or  two  argu- 
ments commonly   relied  on   for  keeping  the 
seat  of   Government   at    Auckland.    It   was 
argned  that  Auckland  had  a  sort  of  presorip- 
tive  claim  to  the  seat  of  Government ;  but  he 
thought  it  could  be  conclusively  shown  that 
this  claim  had  no  real  foundation,  for  during 
the  most  memorable  period  of  the  past  history 
of  New  Zealand — the  time  of  Sir  George  Grey's 
fanner  administration  of  the  Government  of 
the  colony — the  time  of  the  Governor  was  pretty 
equally  spent  at  Auckland  and  Wellington,  the 
capitals  of  the  two  provinces  into  which  the 
colony  was  then  divided.    If  in  those  days,  then 
— some  twelve  years  since,  when  Otago    and 
Canterbury,  now  most  prosperous  and  flourish- 
ing provinces,  were  struggling  with  the  early 
difficulties  of  settlement — it  was  found  imprac- 
ticable to  govern  the  colony  from  the  extremity 
of  the  Northern  Island,  the  difficulty  had  so 
greatly  increased,  from  the  various  questions 
continually  arising  in  the  southern  provinces 
requiring  the   constant   attention    and    inter- 
ference of  the  Government,  as  to  cause  a  grow- 
ing conviction  that  a  change  in  the  seat  of 
Government  had  become  absolutely  necessary, 
and  could  no  longer  be  delayed  without  preju- 
dice to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.    Another 
argument  for  the  expediency  of  retaining  the 
seat  of  Government  at  Auckland  was  founded 
on  the  presence  in  this  province  of  so  large 
a  Native  population.    But  it  seemed  to  him 
that  any  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  argu- 
ment pointed  the  other  way :  at  least  we  found 
that,  after  Auckland  had  been  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment twenty-three  years,  the  Natives  of 
that  province  were  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion, 
which  required  th6  presence  of  a  large  British 
army  and   a  Generial  of  great    experience  to 
suppress  it.    And  it  had  been  stated,  as  their 
deliberate  conviction,  by  three  gentlemen  who 
had  filled  the  office  of  Native  Minister,  and 
who  might  therefore  be  supjxised  to  have  great 
experience  in  Native  afiaiis— one  of  whom  now 
had  the  control  of  Native  affairs  in  the  pre- 
sent Ministry — that  tiie  Natives  could  be  better 
goveimed  at  a  distance  than  they  were  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  the  Government  would  be  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  which  now  existed  by 
tile  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  to  a 
more  central  locality.    He  thought,  if  any  con- 
otnsioin  was  to  be  ate.wa  from  past  experience. 


they  ihight  fairly  hope  for  better  results  from 
a  change  of  the  seat  of  Grovemment  than  had 
hitherto  followed  from  the  government  of  the 
Natives  at  Auckland.    On  the  other  hand,  the 
evils  inseparable  from  the  attempt  to  carry 
on  the  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
colony  from  one  extremity  of  New  Zealand, 
instead  of  from  some  central  spot  accessible 
from  all  parts  of  these  Islands,  were  eo  nume- 
rous and  so  generally  felt — particularly  by  the 
southern  provinces — as  to  produce  the  convic- 
tion, which  was  every  day  becoming  stronger, 
that  unless  the  seat  of  Government  was  re- 
moved to  some  central  spot  Separation  would 
become  inevitable.     It  was  to  avoid  this  mis- 
fortune, it  was  from  a  desire  to  maintain  New 
Zealand  as  one  great  and  prosperous  oolonV). 
it  was  to  avert  the  evils  which  would  follow  itt 
the  train  of  Separation,  that  this  motion  was 
brought  foirwara,  and   on   these  grounds,  he 
hoped,  would  obtain  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Council.     He  should  detain  the  Council  toe 
long  if  he  were  to  dwell  at  length  on  the  evils 
entailed  on  the  other  provinces  by  the  distance 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  loss  of  time 
in  communicating  with  it ;   but  he  would  refer 
to  one  or  two  of  those  evils  connected  with  the 
meeting  of  the  (JenereJ  Assembly  with  which 
they  were  now  immediately  concerned.    The 
Otago  members  found  it  actually  took  them 
longer  to  travel  from  their  homes  to  attend  the 
General  Assembly  at  Auckland  than  it  would 
to  travel  from  Liverpool  to  New  York.    And 
it  was  a  matter  of  general  complaint,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things,  that  the  choice 
of    members  waa    greatly   restricted   in   the 
southern  provinces,  and  that  many  men  who 
would  be  found  to  be  most  valuable  membezB 
were  precluded    from   offering  themselves  as 
candidates  from  the  sacrifices  these  causes  en- 
tailed.   And  to  this  cause— the  distance  of  the 
present  seat  of  Government  from  the  southern 
provinces,   and  the   difficulty   thereby   expe- 
rienced by  members  in  attending  the  Generad 
Assembly — ^he  should  not  be  wrong  in  referring 
the  present  constitution  of  that  Council  and 
the  overwhelming  preponderance  it  contained 
of  Auckland  members.    When  the  Constitution 
was  brought  into  operation  by  Sir  George  Grey 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil was  fixed  at  thirteen,  and  that  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  at  thirty-seven  ;    aiid  those 
members  were  allocated  to  the  different  pro- 
vinces  in  certain  proportions.     To  Auckland 
were  given  twelve  members  in  the  House  Of 
Bepresentatives,  and  five  members  in  the  Le- 
gislative Council ;  to  Wellington,  £ight  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  three 
in  the  Legislative  Council ;  to  Nelson,  six  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  two 
in  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  bo  with  respect 
to  the  other  provinces.    Now,  he  maintamed 
that  this   distribution  of   the  members  esta- 
blished a  certain  relative  proportion  between 
the  members  assigned  to  each  province,  which 
ought  to  have  bedn  carefully  preserved,  if  it 
was' intended  to  preserve  between  the  different 
provinces  the  btJanoe  of  representation  in  both 
I  Houses,     In  the  House    of   Bejireseutatives 
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trlienevcr  any  alteration  was  made  in  the  ie> 
presentation  some  attention  was  paid  to  this 
principle ;  but  he  regretted  to  say  that,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  Legislative  Council,  this  principle 
had  been  entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  appoint- 
ment ofmembers.  The  Legislative  Council,  as 
he  had  before  observed,  originally  consisted  of 
thirteen  members.  During  the  last  ten  years 
the  number  had  been  increased,  from  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  southern  provinces, 
ishe  formation  of  new  provinces,  and  other 
causes,  to  twenty-eight  members.  Of  these, 
seven  members — all  southern  members — were 
absent ;  twenty  members  were  now  present  in 
tiiA  Council ;  and,  while  there  were  only  eleven 
members  from  the  rest  of  the  colony,  there  were 
nine  members  resident  in  Auckland.  While  no 
other  province  had  more  than  two  representa- 
tives now  present  in  the  Council,  Auckland  had 
nine.  And  yet  to  a  tribunal  so  oonstitated 
the  decision  -  o(  this  question,  so  materially 
affecting  (he  welfe^e  of  the  whole  colony,  was 
referred  ;  and  he  feared,  from  local  habits,  asso- 
ciations, and,  he  would  add,  prejudices,  it 
would  bo  regarded  by  the  majority  of  Auckland 
members  exclusively  from  an  Auckland  point 
of  view.  Perhaps  it  might  be  said  that  in  the 
appointment  of  members  to  the  Council  the 
same  practice  was  followed  that  obtained  in 
the  other  colonies ;  but  he  would  remind  the 
Council  that  the  Constitution  of  this  colony 
differed  materially  from  that  of  the  other  Aus- 
tralian Colonies,  inasmuch  as,  while  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  were  each  one  undivided 
colony.  Now  Zealand  consisted  of  a  federation  of 
provinces,  having  distinctive  characteristics  and 
diverse  interests.  He  desired  carefully  to  avoid 
saying  one  word  that  would  imply  the  slightest 
disparagement  of  the  Council,  out  he  thought 
this  view  of  the  case  involved  important  con- 
siderations, which  ought  to  be  carefully  home 
in  mind,  if  they  desired  to  preserve  for  the 
Council  an  independent  character,  and  to  se- 
cure for  each  province  its  due  weight  in  the 
Council.  Perhaps  to  obtain  this  important  end 
it  might  be  found  expedient  hereafter  materially 
to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Council,  and  to 
JoUow  the  example  of  the  United  States.  In  that 
country,  while  in  the  Lower  House  the  popu- 
lation was  made  the  basis  of  representation,  in 
the  Senate  each  State  was  represented  by  two 
members ;  so  that  the- State  of  New  York  bad 
no  advantage  in  this  respect  over  the  smallest 
State  in  the  Union.  And,  nnless  a  similar 
change  were  made  in  the  Council,  as  long  as 
the  present  practice  prevailed  it  was  in  the 
power  of  a  Minister,  by  securing  a  preponder- 
ance of  members  from  one  province,  virtually 
to  control  the  Legislature  of  the  colony.  He 
would  not  dwell  further  on  these  considera- 
tions, which,  however,  had  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  motion  before  them.  But  he  could 
not  refrain  from  observing  that,  if  this  address 
were  adopted  by  the  Council,  it  would  be  the 
Strongest  proof  that  could  be  adduced  of  the 
deep  conviction  which  existed  throughout  the 
colony  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  such  a 
change  as  that  now  proposed  had  become  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  could  no  longer  be  deferred 
Eon.  Mr.  Stokea 


without  serious  detriment  to  the  welfue  of  Um 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWATNSON  woalcl  not  go 
into  the  question  at  large.  He  thooghtthst 
the  measure  was  so  ill-tuned  that  that  akm 
was  a  sufficient  condemnation  of  it.  It  utt 
most  objectionable  that  the  seat  o{  Gorem. 
ment  should  be  removed  to  Cook  Strait ;  but  In 
thought  that  we  ourselves  were  quite  is  tUt 
to  ju^e  of  the  most  eligible  site  as  itrugeo 
could  be.  

The  Hon.  llr.  WHITAKER  said  he  hid  pn- 
viously  expressed  the  opinion,  and  iroald  ex- 
press it  again,  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  iot 
them  to  permanently  fix  the  site  of  the  said 
Government.  There  were  citcumstancet  taut- 
piring  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  whick 
rendered  it  very  injudicious  that  they  sbonll 
commit  themselves  to  any  particular  coarse  la 
this  question.  To  do  so  would  have  &  verf  in- 
jurious effect  upon  the  Native  mind,  by  shav- 
ing that  they  wore  going  to  make  a  funda- 
mental change  in  the  Government  of  tlu 
colony.  Their  position  here  would  render  it 
necessary  that  the  Government  should  be  ot 
the  spot.  The  motion  had  been  brought  fot- 
ward  with  a  degree  of  recklessness  which  nit- 
prised  him.  He  had  expressed  the  opinitgi 
that  the  time  might  come  when  it  woold  la 
necessary  that  the  seat  of  Government  tbooli 
be  removed ;  but  the  discussion  of  the  qnetdot 
at  the  present  time  was  so  inopportune,  sod  be 
felt  the  motion  to  be  so  reckless,  that  ntber 
than  agree  to  it  he  would  advocate  the  sepan- 
tion  of  the  colony.  He  thought  the  uood- 
ment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  GilfiUan  provided  tki 
best  means  of  determining  in  what  viy  U» 
better  administration  of  the  Government  coaid 
be  achieved.  Had  they  come  there  to  an; 
out  a  foregone  conclusion,  or  had  they  come  m 
a  deliberative  Assembly  ?  He  said  they  vai 
not  there  to  advocate  the  interests  of  soy  pt:- 
ticuliuc  province,  but  to  deliberate  as  to  himCt 
colony  could  be  best  governed  as  a  whole.  ]'< 
was  told  that  honourable  members  had  sigitJ 
a  paper  in  which  they  agreed  to  vote  in  sft:- 
ticu&r  way. 

Hon.  Membebs. — "  No ;  no,"  and  "  Ntme.* 

The  Hon.  Mr.  S  E  W  £  L  L.  —  Sepuatici 
League.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEK  said,  if  honrat- 
able  members  did  not  waint  discussion  let  then 
negative  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gilfillan's  amendmtit; 
but  if  they  did  it  would  do  no  credit  to  tbemti 
a  deliberative  Assembly  to  'carry  these  nsoh- 
tions.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lee  had  only  given  cm 
reason  why  Cook  Strait  was  more  suitable  a 
the  seat  of  Government,  and  that  was  tiut 
Wellington  would  be  the  port  of  call  on  tte 
Panama  route.  But  he  believed,  looking  tt 
the  tides  and  currents,  and  for  otiier  reaites. 
that  the  extreme  north  would  be  the  poitvbot 
the  steamers  would  touch  at.  But  there  «ii 
such  a  degree  of  uncertainty  at  present  on  tlul 
subject  that  it  was  unwise  for  them  to  comoil 
themselves  to  anjrthing.  The  Panama  steutf 
would  touch  in  whatever  place  was  oonadenl 
best,  apart  from  local  influences,  and  when  tie 
most  oonvenient  distribution  of  the  mails  eosil 
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be  effected.    Aa  to  a  presoriptive  right,  in  1843 
Her  Majesty  determined  that  this  should  be  the 
seat  of  QoTemment,  and  on  that  understand- 
ing land  had  been  sold  ever  since.    He  did  not 
say  that,  if  grounds  weie  shown  for  the  removal 
of  the   seat    of    Oovemment,   it   should  not 
be  removed;   but  he  maintained  .that  these 
persons'  claims  would  be  entitled  to  considera- 
tion.   With  regard  to  population,  the  Native 
population  had  been,  unfortunately,  the  most 
troublesome  to  govern.    He  believed  that  that 
difficulty  would  be  obviated  when  they  met  the 
<}eneral  Assembly  again,  and  that  that  argu- 
ment for  the  retention  of  the  seat  of  Gkivem- 
ment  here  would  be  removed.    When  they  saw 
a  motion  of  this  reckless  kind  brought  forward, 
it  behoved  Auckland  and  Otago  to  take  care  of 
themselves.     Why  should  the  Cook  Strait  pro- 
vinces band  amongst  themselves  to  settle  the 
site  of  the  seat  of  Oovemment  ?    It  was  useless 
to  talk  now  of  permanently  fixing  the  seat  of 
Government.    It  would  be  recollected  that  an 
honourable  member  once  brought  in  a  Bill, 
which  was  passed,  for  the  final  settlement  of 
the  land  claoms ;  and  ever  since  they  had  had 
one  or  two  Bills  each  session  for  the  settlement 
of  those  claims.    Looking  at  the  vast  changes 
taking  place  North  and  South,  they  were  not 
in  a  position  to  say  where  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be ;  for,  if  they  attempted  to  per- 
manently fix  it,  their  successors  would  probably 
take  the  fjrst  opportunity  of  removing  it.    As 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stokes  about 
representation  in  the  Legislative  Council,  that 
was  simply  an  abstract  question,  that  of  the 
reform  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  it  was 
^uite  separate  from  that  of  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment.   While  he  would  probably  vote  for  the 
one,   he  coold  not  vote  for  the  other.    He 
believed    the    best    Government-  they   could 
have  would  be  two  Executives,  one   at  the 
South  and  one  at  the  North.    He  had  always 
opposed,  anything  likely  to  lead  to  Separation. 
He  was  almost  afraid  that  they  had  come  to 
register  a  foregone  conclusion,  but,  if  they  had 
not,  he  hoped  they  were  prepared  to  discuss 
the  question   calmly  and    deliberately.      He 
thonght  there  were  strong  objections  to  Cook 
"Strait,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  there 
they  could  not  build  with  anything  but  wood. 
If  he   were   discussing    these   resolutions   he 
should  have  altered  several  of  them.    For  in- 
stance, he  should  have  preferred  the  decision 
of  Her  Majesty  to  that  of  three  Governors  of 
the  colonies  as  to  which  should  be  the  site. 
That  course  was  adopted  in  Canada,  although 
he  believed  the  people  there  declined  to  carry 
oat  the  decision ;  and  probably  the  same  result 
would  follow  from  the  decision  of  the  three 
Governors    of  the  Australian   Colonies.      He 
thought  the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  the 
colony  would  be  in  a  position  to  say  where  the 
seat  of  Oovemment  uioald  be ;  but  that  time 
had  not  yet  arrived. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  said  the  honour- 
able member  had  advocated  their  going  into 
Committee,  but  since  the  passing  of  the  Con- 
stitution Act  this  question  had  been  frequently 
discussed. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB.— Not  here.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  thought  they 
never  could  come  to  a  disinterested  decision 
on  this  subject,  as  their  provincial  preju- 
dices Were  so  strong.  The  title  of  Auckland 
to  being  the  seat  of  Government  had  been 
challenged  from  the  first  by  Wellington.  To 
show  the  inconvenience  at  present  felt,  letters 
from  the  South  could  not  be  answered  in  less 
than  six  weeks.  It  was  necessary  that  tiie 
seat  of  Government  should  be  placed  equi- 
distant from  all  the  great  centres,  and  he 
believed  some  site  in  Cook  Strait  would  satisfy 
that  condition.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral had  suggested  that  compensation  might  be 
claimed  by  those  who  had  purchased  land  here. 
He  would  consider  such  claims,  but  that  argu- 
ment was  subsidiary  to  the  present  one.  The 
strongest  points  in  the  Hon.  the  Attomey- 
Oeneral's  speech  were  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  and  the  injurious  influence 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  might 
have.  '  This  resolution,  however,  did  not  pro- 
pose an  immediate  removal,  for  the  means  pro- 
posed for  coming  to  a  decision  would  occupy 
several  months  in  carrying  out,  and  he  hoped 
before  the  removal  took  place  the  Island  would 
be  restored  to  tranquillity. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  Council  do  so  accordingly  resolve  itself  into 
Committee." 

Ayes,  8. 
Amey  Kenny  Walton 

Outfield  Salmon  Whitaker. 

Oilfillan  Swainson 

Nobs,  11. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Bnssell,  Watts 

Johnston  Benwiok  Sewell 

Lee  Bichmond         Stokes. 

Menzies  Bussell,  H. 

Majority  against,  3.  . 

Amendment  negatived.  - 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OILFILLAN  moved,  as  another 
amendment.  That  this  Council  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  take  into 
consideration  the  proposed  address  to  His  Ex- 
cellency. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  Council  do  so  accordingly  resolve  itself 
into  Committee." 

Ates,  8. 
Amey  Kenny  Walton 

Outfield  Salmon  Whitaker. 

GilflUan  Swainson 

NOKS,  11. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Bussell,  Watts 

Johnston  Benwick  Sewell 

Lee  Bichmond         Stokes. 

Menzies  Bussell,  H. 

Majority  against,  8. 
.  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved,  as  another 
amendment,  That  the  following  words  be  added 
as  an  additional  paragraph  to  the  proposed 
address :  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council, 
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it  would  not  be  pnident  that  the  actual  te- 1 
moval  of  the  seat  of  GoTermnent  should  take 
place  before  peace  shall  be  established  in  the 
country." 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added." 

Ates,  8. 
Amey  Eenny  Walton 

Outfield  Salmon  Whitaker. 

Gilflllan  Swainson 

KOBS,  11. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Bussell,  Watts 

Johnston  Benwick  Sewell 

Lee  Bichmond  Stokes. 

Menzies  Bussell,  H. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  proposed  address  to  His  Excellency  be  now 
adopted  by  the  Council." 

Ayxs,  11. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Bussell,  Watts 

Johnston  Benwick  Sewell 

Lee  Bichmond  Stokes. 

Menzies  Bussell,  H. 

Noes,  8. 
Amey  £enny  Walton 

Cutfield  Salmon  Whitaker. 

Oilflllan  Swainson 

Majority  for,  3. 

Address  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  ^s  Excellency  by  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker,  accompanied  by  such  members  of 
the  Council  as  should  see  fit. 

NATIVE  WAE. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  Council  all  reports,  letters,  minutes, 
and  papers  relating  to  an  alleged  combination 
on  the  part  of  the  Native  inhabitants  to  exter- 
minate or  expel  the  European  settlers  of  the 
colony;  of  all  memoranda  of  the  Ministers 
and  of  His  Excellency  thereon;  copies  of  all 
correspondence  between  His  Excellency,  the 
Ministers,  or  any  other  officers  of  Government, 
and  the  military  authorities  as  to  movements 
of  Her  Majesl^'s  troops  in  consequence  of 
any  such  combination,  or  with  a  view  to 
counteract  the  same.  Also  copies  of  all  letters', 
reports,  instructions,  memoranda,  and  other 
papers,  not  already  printed,  which  have  passed 
between  His  Excellency,  the  Ministers,  or  any 
other  officers  of  Government,  and  of  all  memo- 
randa and  minutes  thereon  relative  to  the  in- 
stitution established  at  Te  Awamutn  under 
Mr.  Gorst;  the  l^ative  newspaper,  the  Pihoi- 
hoi;  and  the  forcible  breaking-up  of  the  said 
institution ;  and  copies  of  the  leading  articles 
of  the  said  newspaper,  with  translations  thereof. 
Also  copies  of  all  letters,  papers,  and  docu- 
ments referring  to  the  withdrawal  by  the  Wai- 
kato  chiefs  from  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
ihem  to  the  Governor  at  the  Ngaruawahia 
meeting  in  January  last — namely,  that  the 
(Maori  king  should  be  the  head  of  a  Native 
Eon.  ISr.  Whitaker 


OooncU,  and  that  be  shonld  sotd  the  icnlui 
Oonnoil  made,  for  Ute  Oovemor's  usenL 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Marine  Board  Bill,  Otago  Waste  htiOt  Bill 
(No.  3),  Begulation  of  ELaotiams  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill,   S'oteign   Ofienden   Aj^tehsDsiaB 
Bill. 

NATIVE  AEPAIBS. 
On  the  moti(»  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  on  the  taUe  la 
exact  and  literal  translation  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance  tendered  to  the  Natives  of  TnitaiB 
and  other  settlements  in  the  momtii  of  Jvlj 
last. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Aet  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

LOAN  APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 
The  Loan  Appropriation  Bill   was  fmther 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  Qit 
Council  without  amendment. 

CBOWN  GBANTS  ACT  (No.  1)  AMEOT- 
MENT  BIIiL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved,  Th«t 
the  Crown  Grants  Act  (No.  1)  Amendment  Bill 
be  now  read  a  second  tune. 

The  Council  divided. 


Johnston 
Pillans 


Ayzs,  6. 
Sewell 
Stokes 

Noes,  7. 
Menzies 
Benwick 


Swainson 
Whitaker. 


Buchanan         Menzies  Bichmcnd 

Cutfield  Benwick  Bussell,  H. 

Lee 

Majority  against,  1. 
Motion  negatived,  and  Bill  thrown  out. 

MINBRS  BEPEESENTATION  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Miners  Bepresentation  Act  Amendmeii 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  oonsideied  ii 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  tritb- 
out  amendment. 

SECONDABY   PUNISHMENT  AOI 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The   Secondary    Punishment   Act  Ameni' 
ment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  ooosidaii 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  tite  OooikI 
without  amendment. 

SHEBIPPS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Sherifia  Act  Amendment  Bill  wasnl 
a  second  time,  considered  in  0<nnniitte«,  i^ 
reported  to  the  Oonnoil  without  Mnandnwnt 

The  Oonnoil  adjourned  at  five  minnteil*^ 
ax  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE    OP  EEPSESBNTATIVES. 
Monday,  30th  November,  1863, 


KttiTe  AlTftln— First  Beadings— Military  Bottlers— 
Prtee-firing  —  Native  Affairs  —  BuperinteDdents 
ElMtion  BUI— Iieava  of  AbMnoe— Poatal  Berrloe 
— Ballway  BUI— Gommenoement  of  Acts  Aot 
UeeBepMl  BiU— Sapply— Bepresentation  BiU— 
Nelson  Waste  Ijands  BiU— Seoond  BeadiugB— 
NaxI  Meetiiig  of  Assembly. 


III.  Spkakzs  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'«look. 
Fxinss. 

NATIVE  AFFAIBS. 

Hi.  FITZHEBBEBT  moved,  That  there  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  House  copies  of  the 
minute,  dated  the  27th  May,  1868,  signed  by  Mi. 
Dillon  Bell ;  the  minute  of  His  Excellency  the 
Qovetnoi  commenting  on  it,  iefeiTed.to  in  the 
despatch  of  his  Oiaoe  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
of  Uie  26th  September,  ISoS ;  and  any  other 
memoranda,  mmute,  or  correspondence  (if  any) 
relating  to  the  same  subjects  as  the  above 
minutes. 

Mi.  PHiLON  BELL  seconded  the  motion, 
and  recommended  the  Oovemment  to  ask  the 
honourable  membei  lately  at  the  head  of  the 
Oovecbment  to  place  at  its  disposal  minutes 
between  Ministers  on  the  subject  wliioh  were 
not  officially  recorded. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  would  make  such  a  selec- 
tion of  the  documents  wholly  or  partially  con- 
nected with  this  subject  as  would  satisfy  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt ;  and,  if  the 
late  Colonial  Secretary  had  any  minutes  in  his 
possession  which  he  would  like  to  have  coupled 
with  them,  if  he  would  forward  them  to  nim 
they  should  be  included  in  the  return. 

Hi.  domett  promised  to  do  so. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FIBST  EEADINGS. 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and 
Hllitary  Settlers  Bill,  Jury  Law  Amendment 
Bill,  Criminals  Bill,  Qoldflelds  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  Disqualification  Aot  Extension  BUI,  South- 
land Waste  Lands  Bill. 

MILITABY  SETTLERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT,  it 
was  agieed,  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table 
copies  of  sill  6brrespondence  between  the  Oo- 
vemment, Mi.  Mantell,  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Wellington  relative  to  the  introduction  of 
military  settlers  into  the  Province  of  Welling- 
ton. 

PRIZE-FIRINa. 
Ui.  HABBI80N  moved.  That  the  conespon- 
danoe  laid  on  the  table  lelative  to  the  late 
rifle  piise-flling  be  taken  into  oonsideiation. 
He  observed  that  there  had  been  several  dif- 
jbisnoes  between  the  aotoal  mode  of  firing  and 
the  mode  prescribed  by  the  published  regu- 
lations— a  thing  which  might  be  piodootive  of 
aedoQs  consequences,  and  which  he  hoped  the 
Oovemment  would  prevent  in  future.  With 
the  puipose  of  calling  theii  attention  to  it  he 
h*dinafrto  the  motion. 


Mr.  BX7SSELL  said  that,  though  the  man- 
ndr  of  csLTiying  out  the  regulations  had  been 
complained  of,  it  had  not  prevented  gentlemen 
jn  the  honourable  the  mover's  district  oarryine 
ofi  a  great  many  prizes.  He  believed  theie  had 
been  some  iiregularities  in  this  competition, 
arising  from  the  distance  of  the  difierent  places 
and  dimonlty  of  communication ,  &o.  The  pre- 
sent Government  were  not  responsible  for  themj 
but  would  take  oaie  they  should  not  occur  in 
future. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  referred  to  some  prize- 
filing  having  taken  place  in  an  avenue  oat 
through  a  tea-tree  scrub  —  a  system  which, 
manifestly,  would  not  be  on  equal  terms  with 
firing  in  a  strictly  open  manner. 

Mr.  FOX  said  there  had  been  such  a  charge, 
and  it  had  been  investigated  and  found  to  have 
no  foundation,  there  having  indeed  never  been 
any  manuka  scrub  in  the  place  at  all.  No 
doubt  in  such  a  matter  it  was  very  desirable 
the  rules  should  be  strictly  carried  out.  The 
rules,  in  fact,  were  not  very  clear  to  civilians. 

Mi.  ATKINSON  wished  to  see  the  legula- 
tions  made  to  accoid  with  those  in  use  in. 
the  army. 

Mi.  CABOHiL  suggested  that  the  final  shoot- 
ing between  the  best  shots  of  different  parts 
should  come  off  at  one  place.  If  not,  he 
thought  it  was  of  very  little  value.  t 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  confirmed  this  view,  and 
thought  it  would  be  very  beneficial  that  the 
competitors  should  be  taken  to  a  central  plaoe 
at  Oovemment  expense.  The  House  had  p»- 
viously  expiessed  stiong  opinions  on  this  snb^ 
ject,  which  had  been  paid  no  attention  to.  H« 
thought  thete  should  be  a  chief  prize  for  each 
Militia  district,  in  addition  to  the  chief  price 
for  the  colony  and  the  ohampion  belt. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

NATIVE  AFFAIBS. 

Mr.  WATNE  moved.  Thai,  the  good  faith  of 
the  Crown  having  been  pledged,  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  Neaitahn  Tribe  by  Mr.. 
Commissioner  Mantoll,  to  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures for  the  permanent  benefit  and  civilization 
of  the  Natives,  which  pledge  the  Natives  com- 
plain has  not  been  redeemed,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  House  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
ascertaining  precisely  the  nature  and  extent  of 
tiie  engagement  made  by  Oommisiioner  Man>- 
toll,  and  in  fulfilling  the  same  in  a  just  and 
liberal  spirit.  Not  seeing  that  justice  was 
being  done  to  these  Natives,  he  made  this 
motion. 

Mr.  WELD  seconded  the  motion.  He  was 
convinced  from  a  perusal  of  the  papers  on  the 
subject  that  theirpromises  had  not  been  carried 
out.  When  in  omoe  he  went  into  the  subject, 
with  Mr.  Mantell,  and  he  promised  to  see  what 
could  be  done.  However,  they  were  turned  out 
directly  afterwards,  and  Mc.  Mantell  himself 
went  into  office ;  but  he  was  not  aware  if  anv- 
thuig  had  been  done.  Other  tribes,  he  would 
remark;  were  included  in  these  promises  besides 
the  Ngaitahu. 

Mr.  FOX  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  such 
promises  had  been  made  to  (be  Natives,  and: 
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Vote  of  Thanki. 


[HOUSES.]  VoU  cf  Thanit.  [Dw,  I 


When  the  reply  of  His  Excellency  the  Govemot 
to  the  address  presented  hy  this  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  lemoTal  of  the  seat  of  Qovem- 
ment  will  be  returned  ? 

Mi.  fox  said  that  within  the  last  five 
minutes  His  Excellency  had  sent  down  the 
resolution  to  his  Ministers  for  them  to  minute ; 
so,  of  course,  Ministers  had  no  time  to  consult 
with  him  upon  the  subject,  but  would  do  so  as 
early  as  possible,  and  doubtless  His  Excellency 
would  without  delay  communicate  his  reply  to 
the  House. 

EEPOBTING  OP  DEBATES. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  asked  the  Government, 
What  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  carrying  out  the  resolution  of  this 
House  on  the  20th  August,  1862,  for  reporting 
the  debates  in  the  House  ?  It  had  been  agreed 
last  session  that  the  Government  should  engage 
a  sufficiently  large  staff  of  reporters  to  have 
the  debates  faithfully  recorded.  He  did  not 
wish  to  say  one  word  against  the  manner  in 
which  the  reporters  for  the  newspapers  per- 
formed their  duties,  for  he  knew  how  exceed- 
ingly difficult  it  was  for  a  morning  paper  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  morning  papers  in  this 
country  to  contain  anything  like  correct  re- 
ports. Even  if  the  debates  were  correctly  re- 
ported by  first-cl^ss  reporters,  there  was  not 
space  in  the  morning  papers  to  report  them  in 
full,  and,  if  not  reported  in  full,  it  lay  in  the 
breast  of  the  reporter  to  cut  out  what  he 
pleased,  and  the  mere  omission  of  a  sentence 
violated  the  whole  truthfulness  of  a  report.  He 
did  not  say  anything  against  the  way  in  which 
the  work  was  done — he  behoved  it  was  done 
as  well  as  it  could  be  under  the  circumstances ; 
but,  the  House  having  taken  the  subject  into 
consideration  last  year,  and  determined  that 
they  ought  to  have  reporters  of  their  own,  and 
what  wets  commonly  termed  a  Hansard,  he 
asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether  anything 
had  been  done  by  the  late  Government,  or  the 
present  Government,  towards  carrying  out  that 
lesolntion. 

Mr.  FOX  was  not  aware  of  any  such  arrange- 
ments having  been  made,  not  having  taken 
office  till  after  the  session  commenced.  It  was 
probable  that  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  might 
be  able  to  give  the  information  required. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  given  notice  that  he  would  put  the 
question  to  him,  he  would  have  informed  him- 
self on  the  subject.  He  could  not  now  give  an 
exact  reply,  but  he  knew  that  certain  instruc- 
tions had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Word  to  procure 
type  and  other  necessary  materials  for  esta- 
blishing a  printing-press  for  the  Government. 

VOTE  OP  THANKS. 
Mr.  FOX  moved  the  following  resolutions : — 
That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented 
to  liieutenant-General  Cameron,  C.B.,    com- 
manding Her  Majesty's  forces  in  New  Zealand, 
for  the  energy  and  ability  with  which  he  has 
conducted    the    military    operations    in    New 
Zealand,  and  especially  for  the  decisive  defeat 
•f  the  rebels  at  Kangiriri. 
Mr.  FitiGetald 


That  the  thanks  of  Qiis  Honse  be  givoi  to 
the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  army  for  the  seal 
and  gallantry,  and  to  the  zum-cfKiimiMtaaed 
officers  and  soldiers  for  the  diaci^inB  aal 
valouTr  they  have  displayed  in  the  militsn 
operations  in  which  they  have  been  rmgagnri. 
and  especially  at  the  asaatilt  and  talmg  of 
Banginri. 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  commnnieate  tbeae 
resolutions  to  Lieut.-GenenU  Cameron,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  signify  the  same  t» 
the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command 

That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to 
Commodore  Sir  William  Wiseman,  But,  and 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  bia 
command,  for  their  indefatigable  eo-c^niBticn 
with  Her  Majesty's  land  forces,  and  eEpeciaIfy 
.for  their  gallant  conduct  at  Bangiriri. 
'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  commnnieate  ttaa 
resolution  to  Commodore  Sir  William  Wias- 
man,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  signify  th« 
same  to  the  officers,  seamen,  and  manrna 
under  his  command. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  t» 
Major-General  Galloway,  for  the  importai^ 
services  he  has  rendered  in  the  organisatioa 
and  command  of  colonial  forces.  And  this 
House  acknowledges  and  highly  ap^ovee  of 
the  zeal  and  conduct  of  the  officers,  aaa-ccaD^ 
missioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  cokHiial 
forces  who  have  been  engaged  on  actual  seiviee 
during  the  present  struggle,  and  reoc^niaaa 
with  great  satisfaction  the  gallantry  they  bsn 
shown  on  every  occasion  on  which  tiiey  h»T» 
come  in  oonfliot  with  the  enemy. 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  this  reso- 
lution to  Major-General  Galloway,  and  that  hs 
be  requested  to  signify  the  same  to  the  uffieaLS 
and  men  of  the  colonial  forces. 

That  this  House  records  its  admiratian  di 
the  conduct  and  valour  of  those  of  Her 
Majesty's  Imperial  and  colonial  forces  who 
have  uUen  and  who  have  been  wounded  ia 
the  present  struggle,  and  expresses  its  de^ 
sympathy  with  the  sufferers,  and  with  tha 
relatives  and  friends  of  those  who  have  parwihrf 
in  the  service  of  their  country. 

The  honourable  member  commenced  fay 
stating  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  proposing  tben 
resolutions,  which  he  believed  would  be  gana- 
rally  participated  in  by  the  House.  Sinee  tbe 
renewed  outbreak  of  hostilities,  seven  or  ei|^ 
months  ago,  the  whole  colony  had  anxioia^ 
watched  the  proceeding  of  General  Oamexoa 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  then 
had  been  but  one  feeling  exoited  by  tlicff 
conduct — that  of  admiration  and  gratitade  lac 
the  gallantry  which  had  distinguished  ttMB. 
In  the  energetic  measures  adopted  by  fte 
General  at  Taionaki,  he  had,  inconjtmction  with 
Colonel  Waire,  shown  that  pmdenoe  and  fan- 
sight  which  had  been  an  eSeotoal  check  to  A* 
concentration  of  a  large  body  of  Natives  in  tiat 
province,  where  for  the  first  timo  the  tioofs 
had  come  into  actual  contact  with  the  Natzva^ 
and  thus  been  enabled  to  jddge  of  their  -pcomvt. 
Immediately  after  that  the  state  of  matters  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland  became  so  thieatsn- 
ing  that  the  protection  of  the  ont-settloaeBte, 
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ad  ttvnx  of  AiiokI«xid  itsalf,  beoune  abednMy 
tecnnwiTy,  and  the  Oeneial  loet  no  time  in  oon- 
lentrating  the  troops  and  ouzying  the  war  inta 
be  enemy's   ooontiy.     On  ihe  I7th  July  t, 
xirtaon  of  tiie  tioops  enoounteied  a  lazge  body 
)f  Natives  at  Eoheioa.:  the  gallant  oondact  dl 
ihe  Qenexal  on  that  oooasion  in  placing  himaeU 
it  the  head  of  the  tioopi  and  leading  them  on 
»  the  attack  wonld  be  in  the  reooUeoticm  of 
tlL     On  that  oooaaion  the  enemy  was  oom- 
aletely  soattetad,  with  most  severe  loss.    On 
ths  same  day  another  a&aii  had  taken  plaoe 
oetwean  an  escort  nnder  Captain  Bing  and  a 
large  body  of  Natives,  in  Wmch  the  firmness 
uid  conzage  displayed  by  the  tioops  was  beyond 
&U  ^caise.     But  the  local  foroM  nad  not  been 
behindhand    in   emnlating   the   gallantry   of 
bhe  r^plar  troops.    The  defence  of  the  Pnke- 
kohe  Bedonbt  by  a  few  Volunteer  settlers,  and 
the  absolnte  bravery  with  which  they  held  the 
position  nntil  assistance  arrived,  deserved  the 
highest  commendation.     He  next  allnded  to 
the  action  between  the  Natives  and  the  escert 
nndei  oommand  of  Captain  Swift,  who  lost  his 
life  on  that  oooasion ;  and  in  doing  so  he  oonld 
not  forbear  specially  referring  to  the  gallant 
oondnot  of  Sergeant  McEenna,  who,  in  taking 
oommand  of  the  small  body  of  men  after  the 
death    of    his   snperiot  officer,  displayed   an 
amoont  of    chivalrons  oonntfe  and  soldierly 
judgment  which  wonld  have  done  credit  to  one 
m  a  far  higher  position,  and  by  which  he  com- 
pletely retrieved  the  honour  of  the  day.    The 
engagement  <A  Maoku,  in  which  a  small  body 
of  almost  nndisciplinedWaikato  Volunteers  was 
supported  by  a  portion  of  the  Auckland  Volun- 
teers and  the  Volunteer  settlers  of  the  district, 
was  one  in  which  the   highest  coorage  was 
exhibited    by  the  whole    force  engaged,  and 
particularly  by  Lieutenant  Peroival,  who  led 
the  party  and  fell  in  the  action;   and  the 
■access  achieved  against  ovexwhelining  num- 
bers had  had  a  madced  efieot  on  the  mind  of 
the  Natives.    He  next  alluded  to  the  afiair  of 
the  Wairoa,  in  which  the  settlers   and   the 
Volunteers  of  the  district  had  greatly  distin- 
guished themselves.    To  return  to  the  regular 
forces.      After    the   defeat    at    Eoheroa   the 
Natives  had  retreated  to  Meremeie,  and  had 
established    a    position    of    very    formidable 
staength,  making  extensive  .earthworks,  behind 
which  they  hop^  to  be  impregnable ;  but  the 
pmdenoe,   skiU,  and  determination  displayed 
by  Qeneral  Cameron  in  preparing  for  its  attack 
had  straok  the   minds  of   the  Natives  with 
consternation,  and,  favoured  by  the  circnm- 
stsnoa  of  a  sudden  flood,  they  were  enabled  to 
escape ;  and  the  whole  Maori  army,  including 
their  most   distinguished   leaders,  evacuated 
that  position  without  firing  a  shot,  thus  evad- 
kis  the  destruction  which,  beyond  all  doubt, 
otherwise  awaited  them.    The  event  of  Bangi- 
nri — the  crowning  event  of  the  war,  so  fat — 
were  still  feesh  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
^e  gallant  manner  in  which  the  troops  had 
literally  thrown  themselves  headlong  on  to  tiie 
oumy's   entrenohments,    in   the   face   of    a 
wilhcoing  and  incessant  fire,  could  not  fail  to 
«xoite  the  highest  admiration.    He  had  jreait 


satiafaetion,  in  oanoluaion,  in  refeoing  to  ths 
services  of  the  navy,  and  of  the  gallant  Commo- 
dore, Sit  William  Wiseman,  vrho  oomnumded 
on  this  station,  whose  co-operation  on  all  occa- 
sions, both  on  their  own  dement  and  ashore, 
had  been  freely  given,  and  who  had  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  late  action  pat- 
tieulatly  by  the  same  courage  and  self-«aonfioe 
as  had  distinguished  all  the  forces  engaged, 
exhibiting  an  amount  of  gallantry  which  evoked 
the  highest  admiration.  The  honouiable  mem- 
ber conolnded  by  proposing  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  FITZQEBALD  seconded  the  motion,  •■ 
one  representing  that  party  which  had  been 
least  favourable  to  the  settlement  of  the  Native 
difficulty  by  military  operations ;  but,  whatever 
difierence  of  opinion  there  might  have  been  as 
to  the  necesai^  of  having  recourse  to  mihtary 
operations  at  ail,  he  was  sure  there  was  none  as 
to  the  honour  which  was  doe  to  those  whose 
duty  it  had  been  to  cany  into  the  field  the 
completion  of  that  policy  which  had  been 
adopted  by  this  colony  and  supported  by  the 
Mother-country.  He  believed  tnere  was  not 
one  man  in  this  country  that  did  not  feel  that 
the  highest  honour  and  greatest  gratitude  were 
due  from  the  settlers  of  this  country  to  the 
gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  forces  whioh 
bad  been  reoentlv  engaged.  Wat  was  a  terribls 
scourge,  but  it  had  tms  benefit :  that  in  wax 
alone  we  had  held  up  before  us  those  oya-TwrJoff 
of  high  courage  and  chivalrous  self-devotion 
the  very  contemplation  of  which  had  a  tendeiiey 
in  themselves  to  elevate  and  ennoble  the  hmnan 
mind ;  and  we  bad  had  recently  in  this  country 
some  such  examples,  which  would  be  handed 
down  as  a  pe^rt  of  the  history  of  this— one  day 
— great  counta^.  There  had  not  been  too  great 
loss  of  life  at  BangirirL  The  lesson  we  had  to 
teach  the  Maoris  was  this:  that  they  were 
fighting  against  a  foe  which  was  afaaolutely 
irresistible,  and  that  lesson  would  be  better 
taught  by  such  sacrifices  as  those  suffered  at 
Bangiriri  than  by  uiy  amount  of  trlft^ghtflt 
wMoh  might  have  been  committed  on  the 
enemy.  Of  course  we  had  also  to  teach  them 
that  we  could  be  just  in  peace  as  well  as  un- 
conquerable in  war.  Ele  next  referred  in 
hi{^y  complimentary  terms  to  the  Oenecal, 
besides  thanking  him  for  his  treatment  of  the 
oolonial  forces  and  Volunteers ;  and,  after  ex- 
pressins  a  hope  that  any  ill-feeling  whioh 
might  nave  masted  between  this  colony  and 
the  Mothmr-country  would  be  buried  m  th« 
graves  of  those  who  fell  at  Bangiriri,  concluded 
by  suggesting  that  the  Qovemment  wonld  take 
some  fitting  opportunity  for  the  due  considera- 
tion and  enression  of  opinion  which  he  was 
snre  would  be  felt  universally  throughout  the 
country — that  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  had  fallen  were,  to  a  great  extent,  a  charge 
npon  the  country  for  which  their  husbands  and 
frthers  had  died. 

Mt.  FITZHEBBEBT  remadced  that  reoent 
events  led  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that 
for  the  last  twenty-two  years  we  had  been 
living  at  the  mercy  of  the  Native  raee ;  and,  if 
that  veie  to,  he  olaimed  for  them  that  tha|r 
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•honldnot  be  tzeated,  when  the  straggle  should 
be  over,  as  a  fierce  and  bloodthirsty  race. 

'  Mz.  TUBTOH  expressed  his  beUef  that  the 
effect  of  the  eTaouation  of  Meremere  on  the 
Native  mind  would  be  qnite  as  great  as  if  thev 
had  stood  to  fight  and  lost  many  men.  Much 
disappointment  had  been  shown  at  the  result 
of  the  Thames  expedition  ;  but  he  believed  it 
was  very  beneficial  that  the  weather  prevented 
the  troops  landing;  for,  had  it  not  been  so, 
not  aab  man  would  have  been  killed  or  taken 
at  Rangiriri.  When  the  soldiers  embarked, 
he  saw  a  boat  with  six  Natives  start  for  the 
Thames  to  give  warning.  On  the  forces  land- 
ing the  Natives  would  have  retreated  into  the 
bush,  carried  word  to  those  at  Bangiriri  that 
their  retreat  was  cut  off,  and  the  position  would 
have  been  evacuated. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

MAORI  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL— in  moving,  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  Oovemment  should,  so  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  good  of  Her  Majesty's 
service,  inform  the  House,  before  the  termina- 
tion of  the  session,  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Bangiriri, 
and  of  any  other  prisoners  who  may  be  made 
during  the  war — said  he  hoped  the  Qovemment 
would  not  consider  ii  otherwise  than  for  the 
good  of  Her  Majesty's  service  to  give  the  House 
some  assurance  as  to  their  intentions  for  the 
disposal  of  these  prisoners ;  for  it  was  impos- 
sible for  an^  honourable  members  who  took 
any  interest  m  the  Native  people  not  to  look 
with  a  great  deal  of  apprehension  to  the  results 
which  would  take  place  according  as  the  Go- 
vernment might  decide  how  they  would  dispose 
of  the  prisoners  now  in  their  hands.  He  was 
well  aware  that  the  Chief  Justice,  in  recent 
trials,  had  distinctly  laid  down  the  relations 
eristJTig  between  the  Government  and  the  Na- 
tives engaged  in  the  present  rebellion  in  such 
manner  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Na- 
tives taken  with  arms  in  their  hands  fight- 
ing against  the  Queen's  troops  were  guilty  of 
treason,  and  might  be  tried  and  condemned  for 
that  crime.  But  he  could  hardly  suppose  the 
Government  could  think  it  fair  to  the  Legisla- 
ture not  to  express  some  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  as  to  whether  the  course 
which  would  be  taken  by  the  Qovemment 
would  be  that  of  treating  the  Native  prisoners 
M  guilty  of  treason — dealing  with  them  under 
the  powers  of  the  Suppression  of  Rebellion 
Act — or  that  of  jsnbjecting  them  to  legal  trial 
onder  the  laws. previously  existing;  or,  other- 
wise, how  did  they  propose  these  prisoners 
should  continue  to  remain  in  their  hands? 
Had  the  question  been  specially  raised  by  the 
terms  of  the  surrender  ?  In  a  despatch  of  the 
Qeneral's,  as  well  as  in  his  telegram,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  in  these  terms:  that  the  pri- 
soners were  taken  as  prisoners  of  vrar;  and, 
although  it  was  not  at  all  clear  that  any  definite 
statement  had  been  made  by  the  General,  it 
Jnight  be  that  the  terms  on  which  the  prisoners 
Mr.  Fittherbert 


sQirendeied  were  such  as  would  lead  to  tiie  ih» 
of  that  portionlar  phrase.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
very  desirable  that  it  should  be  seMed,  onleM 
it  diould  not  be  for  "  the  good  of  Her  Majesty** 
service  "  that  it  should  be  settied  now.  13m 
relations  between  the  Natives  and  the  Ciown 
upon  a  matter  like  this  were  sach  as  it  would 
ill  become  a  layman  to  refer  to  in  any  aiga.- 
mentative  way;  but  they  knew  that  in  the 
eognate  qnestion  of  the  dealing  of  the  United 
States  and  the  British  Crown  with  the  Indian 
people  at  a  time  of  war  very  definite  decisiagu. 
had  been  come  to  as  to  the  status  which  the 
Indian  natives  held.  It  would  be  in  the  lead- 
lection  of  honourable  members  who  had  had 
their  attention  directed  to  this  general  quea- 
tion  that  these  relations  formed  Uie  subject  of 
an  elaborate  judgment  upon  a  case  that  arose  a» 
to  the  claims  which  the  Cherokee  nation  had 
against  the  State  of  Georgia,  heard  bef<xe  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  was  most  struck  by  the  declara- 
tion of  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  with  reelect 
to  Indians  who  had  been  guilty  of  acts  of  rebd- 
lion  and  violation  of  treaties,  that,  althoo^  it 
had  been  the  practice,  and  was  a  jostifiaUe 
practice,  to  punish  them  for  the  -violaiaxm  al 
treaties,  it  had  never  been  held  that  they  could 
be  legally  tried  for  treason.  [The  honouraUe 
member  then  read  the  words  to  which  he  re- 
ferred.] Could  we,  then,  consider  onrselvee  in  a 
position  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  Native  people 
engaged  in  this  rebellion  strictly  as  rebds  would 
be  treated  if  they  were  of  our  own  blood  ?  Or 
had  the  practice  which  bad  been  pursoed  in  the 
course  of  the  first  war  at  Taranaki  in  1860,and 
of  the  present  hostilities,  reached  the  point  of 
admitting  that  we  were  engaged  in  a  state  of 
war  1  If  we  could  treat  the  rebellion  as  a  mere 
riot  a  private  member  might  not  have  been 
justified  in  malring  thls  motion ;  but  when  we 
were  dealing  with  Natives  who  were  in  aims  in 
such  numbers,  and  among  whom  there  c-ritai? 
so  powerful  an  organized  combination  against 
our  authority,  he  could  not  but  think  that  it 
was  no  longer  possible  that  we  dionld  deal  witk 
them  otherwise  .than  with  those  ordinary  usafjea 
of  warfare  which  obtained  amongst  civihsed 
people.  In  this  was  involved  particularly  the 
qnestion  of  what  should  be  done  withprisonaw. 
for  we  had  now  nearly  two  hundred  pnaoDeain 
our  hands,  and  in  the  course  of  the  wai  mi^ 
have  a  much  larger  number  to  deal  with ;  and 
we  must  decide  whether  to  treat  them  as  hav- 
ing belligjsrent  rights,  or  as  rebels.  All  who  had 
studied  public  law  must  be  aware  of  the  diiler- 
ence  between  that  state  of  sedition  or  issnme- 
tion  where  the  people  engaged  in  it  wece  fsw 
and  scattered,  and  that  where  the  insnrrecticB, 
by  reason  of  tjie  number  engaged  in  it,  nifiritsil 
the  proper  designation  of  rebellion ;  and  they 
knew  also  that  it  was  laid  down  in  inoootestaUs 
language  that,  when  the  point  had  been  azrirecl 
at  at  which  any  insnnecticai  or  pmolar  move- 
ment had  led  to  hostilities,  in  wluoh  {omrf  wM 
given  of  the  power  of  the  rebellions  iatea  to 
hold  its  own,  m  a  great  degree,  the  usages  oi 
civil  war  must  then  be^resorted  to.  Of  this  a 
practical  instance  waa  afforded,  on  a  scale  of 
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the  vastest  ma^tode,  in  the  United  States, 
where  the  seoessionists  had  been  always  called 
tebela  by  the  Korthem  States  ;  but  not  only  had 
belligerent  rights  been  granted  to  them,  but  the 
mages  especially  with  regard  to  prisoners  had 
klways  been  as  when  two  foreign  nations  were 
contending.  And  he  believed,  himself,  that, 
unless  some  nnderstanding  was  come  to  on  the 
pitft  of  the  Qovemment,  and  some  declaration 
made  for  the  guidance  of  the  Natives  generally, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  would  be 
treiUed,  and  if  an  improper  course  was  taken, 
we  dionld  ran  a  serious  risk  of  reprisals  of  a 
cruel  character  being  made  in  case  of  oar  men 
falling  prisoners  into  their  hands.  The  neces- 
sity of  making  such  a  declaration  was  there- 
fore not  greater  for  them  than  for  our  own 
forces,  and  he  believed  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  assist  the  Qovemment  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  war,  and  to  divest  it  of  many 
iA  the  horrors  that  must  always  accompany 
warfare,  especially  where  savage  tribes  were 
concerned. 

Mr.  WELD  seconded  the  motion.  This  ques- 
tion was  one  that  had  been  much  discussed  in 
1661,  and,  for  his  ovm  part,iie  had  no  doubt  that 
technically  the  Natives  were  in  the  position  of 
rebels,  but  that  morally  they  were  not ;  and  our 
duty  was  simply  to  inflict  just  such  an  amount 
of  punishment  as  might  be  necessary  to  attain 
the  objects  we  had  in  view.  These  were  the 
peace  of  the  country  and  the  submission  of  the 
Natives  to  British  authority;  and  he  trusted 
that,  while  on  the  one  hand  no  ideas  of  false  or 
maudlin  philtmthropy  would  prevail  to  hinder 
the  Natives  being  taught  the  penalties  to  which 
they  had  sobjected  Uiemselves,  on  the  other 
hand  no  idea  of  vengeance  or  hostility  to  them 
as  if  they  were  traitors  would  at  all  influence 
the  decision  of  His  Excellency's  Government  in 
this  colony.  He  was  quite  sure  that  such  would 
be  the  course  taken,  because  he  had  great  con- 
fidence in  that  respect  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
men at  the  >Iinisterial  table.  Having  knovm 
the  honourable  gentleman  ac  the  head  of  the 
Govemment  for  some  years,  and  sat  at  the  Coun- 
cil table  withhim,  he  had  great  confidence  that, 
while  on  the  one  hand  he  would  not  be  want- 
ing in  due  firmness  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  case,  so  on  the  other  he  would  not  be  led 
away  by  any  cry  or  feeling  of  the  moment 
that  might  disturb  his  otherwise  calm  judg- 
ment, 

Mr.  BRANDON  did  not  think  the  cases  of  the 
Indians  and  Maoris  were  at  all  parallel,  though 
they  would  certainly  not  be  punished  for  trea- 
son in  the  bume  way  as  persons  of  the  same  race 
as  ourselves.  Patting  aside  those  questions, 
however,  he  did  not  think  the  Ministers  should 
teply  to  this  question  at  present,  a;  it  was  pre- 
mature, and  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
executive  duty,  which  should  be  the  province 
of  the  Govemment  alone. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  expressed  his  great  surprise 
that  a  motion  of  this  importance  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  any  observation  by  the 
Qovemment.  He  thought  the  House  was  en- 
titled to  hear  something  from  the  Govemment 
on  the  sabjeot.    He  shonld  not  go  into  the  wide 


question  improperly  opened  by  the  hoqonrabia 
member  for  Wallace  in  the  speech  with  which 
he  introduced  this  motion,  hclieving  that  th» 
motion  itself  was  only  saved  from  being  im- 
proper by  the  words  "  consistent  with  the  good 
of  Her  Majesty's  service."  Except  for  that,  he 
could  hardly  tell  which  was  the  most  improper  ; 
and  if  he  were  in  the  ColonisJ  Secretar)''s  place 
he  should  simply  refuse  to  make  any  statement 
as  to  what  would  be  done  in  this  matter.  Be- 
sides, circumstances  altered  every  day,  and  what 
treatment  might  be  proper  now  might  not  be  so 
a  month  hence.  He  trusted,  however,  that, 
whatever  course  the  Government  would  take 
with  the  present  motion,  they  would  express  it. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  rose  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  debate  for  two  or  three  days.  He 
differed  entirely  from  the  honourable  memberfot 
Nelson  City,  and  held  that  the  honourable  th« 
mover's  speech  naturally  arose  from  the  motion. 
The  important  question  now  put  was  one  on 
which  the  Govemment  ought  to  have  made  np 
their  minds,  and  to  which  a  practical  answer 
must  be  given  in  a  few  days.  The  report  waa 
going  abroad  that  prisoners  were  going  to  be 
tried  for  high  treason.  If  they  were  rebels,  the 
House  had  a  right  to  know  why  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  try  them  for  high  treason,  and,  if 
not  rebels,  the  House  had  a  right  to  know  why 
they  did.  In  a  few  days  they  must  know,  as- 
the  men  could  not  be  kept  in  prison  an  inde- 
finite time  and  then  tried  for  high  treason ;  and, 
as  this  House  was  the  ultimate  tribunal  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind,  it  ought  to  know  what  waa  the 
opinion  of  the  Govemment  in  this  case.  It  wag 
desirable  that  the  House  should  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  it  was  particulsLrly  desirable  that 
they  should  have  a  little  time  to  consider 
it.  He  therefore  thought  this  debate  should  be 
adjourned  for  a  few  days,  to  give  them  time  to 
refresh  their  remembrance  of  authorities ;  or 
that  another  motion  should  be  brought  forward 
on  the  subject.  He  had  long  had  a  strong 
conviction  that  the  Natives  were  not  British 
subjects,  not  being  subject  to  British  law,  and 
therefore  not  rebels.  They  were  in  the  position 
of  an  independent  protected  State,  which  had, 
as  a  State,  been  guilty  of  rebellion  against  the 
State  protecting  it.  But  individuals  belonging 
to  it  were  not  guilty  of  high  treason  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  was  applied  to  individuals  of  out 
own  race.  He  agreed  with  all  that  hod  been 
said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot, 
and,  if  the  debate  was  not  adjourned,  would 
himself  bring  the  subject  forwai'd  again. 

Major  RICHARDSON  seconded  the  motion 
for  adjournment,  and  suggested  that,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  the  Sup- 
pression of  Rebellion  Bill  was  passed,  the  Qo- 
vemment should  consider  the  anxiety  of  those 
who  had  assisted  in  passing  it  to  know  how  the 
Government  meant  to  exeircise  the  powers  there 
given  them  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  FOX  trusted  the  House  would  not  con- 
sent to  the  adjournment  of  this  debate.  He 
had  not  risen  to  speak  on  the  original  question, 
nor  had  he  intended  to,  because  he  thought  that 
anything  more  indiscreet  than  the  proceeding 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  it  haa 
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never  been  his  lot  to  witness  sinoa  he  hod  held  a 
seat  in  the  Houso.  The  proper  form  for  the 
bononiablo  member  to  have  proceeded  in,  if  he 
did  anything  at  all,  would  have  been  to  pat  a 
qnestion  to  the  Qovemment  with  reference  to 
their  intentions  ;  but  the  object  of  the  honour- 
able member  was  evidently  not  simply  to  elicit 
information  from  the  Government,  but  that  he 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  raising  a  discos- 
sion  as  to  the  status  of  the  Natives  in  the  country 
towards  the  Government  at  a  political  crisis  such 
as  the  present.  He  (Mr.  FoxJ  would  not  follow 
the  honourable  member  in  his  argoments,  but 
vonld  express  his  wonder  that  the  honourable 
member  should  have  any  doubt  in  his  own  mind 
as  to  the  status  of  the  Natives,  when  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  had  been  a  member  had 
instituted  a  prosecution  against  a  Native  for 
high  treason,  and  he  was  this  day  taking  his 
trithl  in  the  Supreme  Court :  but  perhaps  the 
honourable  member  was  not  then  aware  of  the 
books  from  which  he  ha,d  quoted ;  and  if  he  now 
tead  tbcm  more  attentively  he  would  find  they 
did  not  boar  out  the  conclusions  he  had  drawn. 
The  Government  had  intended  to  have  let  this 
motion  pass  by  without  remark,  and  fall  as 
harmlessly  as  possible.  They  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  state  whether  or  not  they  had  made 
Ttp  their  minds  on  the  subject,  or  what  coarse 
tney  would  pursue ;  and  they  would  not  do  so. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  consider  what  might 
be  the  effect  of  it  on  the  Native  mind,  and  the 
impediments  they  would  throw  in  the  way  of 
the  Govenunent  if  they  persisted  in  follomng 
up  this  subject  at  this  critical  position  of  the 
country  and  the  late  period  of  the  session. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was  then  put 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  in  reply,  said  it  had 
been  no  part  of  his  intention  to  argue  the  case, 
and  he  had  stated  so  at  the  commencement. 
He  had  simply  said  that  the  question  was  one 
of  importance  —  sufficiently  so  to  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  a  series  of  trials  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States ;  and  he  did  say 
the  House  was  entitled  to  have  from  the  Go- 
vernment a  statement  of  their  opinion  on  the 
subject.  With  regard  to  the  prosecution,  it 
might  be  true  that  the  duty  of  the  Government 
was  to  try  Wiremu  Bekereke  for  treason,  and 
that  their  duty  was  exactly  the  other  way  with 
prisoners  taken  in  battle ;  and,  when  they  knew 
that  they  had  so  large  a  numbef  of  people  whose 
lives  wore  entirely  at  their  mercy  ^vith  such  an 
Act  as  they  hod  recently — and  rightly — passed 
— the  Suppression  of  Bebellion  Act  —  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  were 
not  to  bo  twitted  with  impropriety,  indiscretion, 
and  inconsiderateness  when  they  ventured  to 
ask  the  Govermnent,  to  which  they  had  given 
such  immense  powers  in  the  shape  of  law  and 
money,  if  they  had  mode  up  their  minds  as  to 
what  they  would  do  with  the  prisoners.  This 
subject  was,  he  beUeved,  one  that  had  evoked 
the  greatest  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  House ; 
and  a  feeling  of  disappointment  and  grief  wonld 
be  felt  that  those  honourable  gentlemen  should 
allow  the  session  to  terminate  without  making 
any  statement  as  to  the  oonrse  they  were  about 
Mr.  Fox 


to  pursue.  So  far  from  bringing  in  tliia  qoe^ 
tion  in  an  indiscreet  manner,  he  had  laed 
no  language  that  could  be  construed  into  aa 
endeavoor  to  embarrass  the  Goremmrait.  Tha 
feeling  which  prevaded  the  minds  of  haooai- 
able  members  generally  on  this  subject  wa*, 
he  believed,  such  that  tha  Ministry  would  be 
compelled  to  satisfy  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Hooae  must  now 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  as  it  was  past 
three  o'clock. 

The  snbject  accordingly  droned. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILD. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislaina 
Council  in  the  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill  wen 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

SUPPLY. 

The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Coo- 
mittee  of  Supply  wore  rex>orted  to  the  Homa 
and  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

IN  COMICITTEB. 

EXECUTTVE. 

The  following  items  were  agreed  to:  CSoknial 
Secretary's  Department,  £1,0^ ;  Secretary  fat 
Crown  Lands'  Department,  £765  ;  Attonwy- 
General's  Department,  £600;  Colonial  Tiea- 
aurer's  Department,  £940  :  total  Exeenttva, 
£4,825. 

LEaisiJiTrvE. 

Speaker  of  Legislative  Council,  £400,  zemL 

Mr.  WELD  moved.  That  the  item  be  in- 
creased to  £500,  to  be  equal  with  that  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  would  not  be  in  ardat 
to  increase  an  item  till  the  Governor  had  sent 
down  a  recommendation  to  that  eSect. 

Mr.  WOOD  saw  no  reason  why  that  incoo- 
venient  practice  should  not  be  altered,  and  an 
item  be  allowed  to  be  increased  at  once,  whta 
the  Government  and  the  House  were  at  r  na 
upon  it.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  ame::j- 
ment  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  fa 
Cheviot. 

The  CHAIRMAN  felt  it  his  dnty  to  adhon 
to  the  practice  which  had  been  so  strennondj 
insisted  upon  by  his  predecessor,  onleaa  ttw 
unanimous  voice  of  the  House  desired  a  chaoga. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  protested  agaiiMt 
this  safeguard  being  done  away  with. 

Dr.  MONRO  said  the  spirit  of  the  constita- 
tional  practice  heretofore  adopted  would  be  pea- 
served  oy  adopting  a  course  similar  to  that  pur- 
sued in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  being  a  member  of  the  Hoiaa, 
could  make  a  recommendation  on  behalf  of  (ha 
Crown;  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  aa 
many  addresses  and  messages.  The  same  pba 
had  been  adopted  in  the  Australian  Legislatures. 

Mr.  BRODIE  confirmed  Mr.  Spier's  re- 
marks, and  said  the  practice  had  led  to  tin 
consent  of  the  Government  being  placed  oat  ti 
sight.  He  thought  the  course  adopted  heia 
was  the  most  constitutional  and  aatfest.  With 
regtucd  to  these  salaries,  he  thon^t  Oat,  ood- 
sidering  the  wodc  to  be  done,  the  Spoakar  et 
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thia  Honse  on^t  to  be  paid  mon  than  that 
of  the  other. 

Mr.  BEITAIiL  ht^ed  the  old  plan  woold  be 
acUierad  to,  as  it  saved  the  House  a  great  ieaX 
of  money,  by  prerenting  inoreasea  being  made 
vithoat  notioe. 

The  OHAntHAN  laid  the  only  way  the 
•Itexation  in  practice  could  be  made  was  by 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  Hooie  npon  it. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  additicmal  estimates 
wonld  h»Te  to  be  sent  down,  and  he  would 
include  the  noposed  increase  amongst  them. 

Mr.  BBODIE  moved.  That  the  Ohaizman  do 
now  rtport  progress,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  following  resolution:  That, 
when  Ministere  agree  to  any  increase  on  any 
vote,  it  shall  not  be  neeessaiy  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  His  Xlxcellency  for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  MONBO  thought  the  House  nad  better 
abide  by  the  ruUn^  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mitteee  on  the  subject,  as  he,  from  his  position, 
gave  a  great  deal  more  attention  to  these  mat- 
ters thui  any  other  member. 

The  Oommittee  divided. 


Atkinson 

BeU 

Brodie 

Butler 

Caqpll 

Coz 

Fox 

Gillies 


Atxs,  22. 
Graham,  B. 
Harrison 
JoUie 
Mason 
Ormond 
Stafford 
Thomson 
Turton 


Vogel 

Wdd 

Wells 

Wilkin 

Wood. 

Teller. 
Beynolds. 


N0B8, 8. 
Oolenao  Paterson  Wilson. 

Monro,  D.         Taylor,  W.  W.         Teller. 
CKeill  William8on,;a8Benall. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported  ao- 
eordin^y. 

Mr.  Brodie's  motion  was  put  to  the  House 
and  agreed  to. 

The  House  a^ain  went  into  Oommittee  of 
Supply. 

Qt  OOXmTKBX. 

Leoisijltivh. 

^eaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  £iOO. 

Mr.  WOOD  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  the  words  "  mclusive  of  travelling  allow- 
ance," and  to  add  a  sum  of  £100  to  the  salary. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Some  other  items  were  then  agreed  to. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes 
^elusive  of  travelling  allowance),  £500. 

Mr.  BRODIE  moved,  as  an  amendment.  That 
the  salary  be  increased  by  the  sum  of  £KX>. 
'    The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  amendment. 


ATM,  10. 

Catgill 
FitzOerald 

Pitzherbert 
Mason 

Thomson          William8on,Jno 

Turton 

Voaal                       TeUer. 

Wuliam8on,Jae  Brodie. 

K0E8,  28. 

Atkinson 

BeU 

Bomdon 

Oolenso             Oillies 
Cox                   JoUie 
•  F«s                  Mnnxo,  J. 

OITeiU  BusseU  Wilkin 

Paterson  Taylor,  0.  J.     Wilson 

Benall  Taylor,  W.  W.  Wood. 

Reynolds  Weld  Teller. 

Rhodes  Wells  Richardson. 

Majority  against,  13. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  amount  agreed  to. 

Chairman  of  Committees,  £2S0. 

Mr.  REKAliL  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
reduce  this  item  by  a  sum  of  £100. 

Amendqient  negatived. 

Amount,  as  read,  agreed  to. 

Acting-Chairman  of  Committees,  £100. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  increase  this  item  by  a  sum  of  £100. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amount,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clerk,  £400. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  snggested  that  the  salary 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
ought  to  be  made  equal  to  that  of  the  Under- 
Secretaries.'  He  observed  that  already,  besides 
the  £400  salary  as  Clerk  to  the  House,  tUs 
officer  received  also  £60  as  Clerk  of  the  As- 
sembly and  Librarian.  He  proposed  that  that 
vote  should  be  struck  out,  and  the  amount  of 
salary  be  £600.  The  House  should  remember 
that  on  the  Olerk  depended  to  a  great  extent  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
The  Speaker's  chair  might  be  expected  to  be 
filled  by  different  persons  in  different  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  House  should  endeavour  to 
secure  the  constant  services  of  an  efficient 
Clerk,  well  versed  in  the  rules,  forms,  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House. 

Dr.  MONRO  confirmed  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's remarks,  and  supported  the  proposed 
amendment,  believing  it  to  be  true  economy. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  Qovemment  would  not 
object  to  make  the  salary  £600,  but  thouf^t 
that  a  larger  sum  would  not  be  consistent  vrith 
economy  in  the  present  oircnmstances  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  accepted  the  Qovemment's 
proposal,  and  moved,  That  £600  be  substituted 
for  £400. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  remaining  items  were  then  agreed  to. 

Total,  Lemslative,  £11,066,  agreed  to. 

Auditor's  Department,  £1,495,  agreed  to. 

Judicial,  £2^50,  agreed  to. 

RsaiSTBAB    07    ItiXD    AND     t>BBDB'    DBFABI- 
XEHT. 

Begistrar-General  of  Land,  £700. 
Mr.  WOOD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  the  sum  of  £100  to  this  item. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Aybs,  32. 

Atkinson 

Fox 

Reynolds 

BeU 

GUUes 

Richardson 

Butler 

Graham,  O. 

BusseU 

CargUI 

Graham,  B. 

Stafford 

Colenso 

JoUie 

Taylor,  0.  J 

Cox 

Mason 

Thomson 

Eyes 

Monro,  D. 

Turton 

FitsOerald 

Munro,  J. 

Vogel 
Wdd 

FitiheriMit 

Patenwn 
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Wells  WilIuuns(m,Jiio        Tellar. 

Williamson,  Jas  Wilson.  Wood. 

NOEB,   i, 

O'Neill  ™    ,      ^  ^  r«Ker, 

Eenall  ^*y'°''  ^-  W-  Brandon, 

Majority  for,  28. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amount,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  remaining  items  were  then  agreed  to. 

Total,  Begistrar  of  Land  and  Deeds'  Depart- 
ment, £5,050,  agreed  to. 

Begistrar  -  General's  Department,  £1,080, 
agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

BEPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  House  went   into    Committee    of   the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  Re- 
presentation Bill. 

IK  OOUHnTEX. 

Clause  S  read. 

It  was  proposed,  as  an  amendment.  To  omit, 
in  line  5,  the  words  "  Albertland,  one  member." 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  was  opposed  to  the  ad- 
dition of  another  member  for  Auckland,  unless 
the  northern  members  would  agreed  to  give 
lonr  additional  members  to  Canterbury  for 
every  additional  member  given  to  Auckland. 
Auckland  had  a  population  of  21  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  Island,  and  Canterbury  16  per  cent. ; 
but  whereas  Auckland  had  fifteen  members 
Canterbury  had  only  nine  members.  The  im- 
iwrts  of  Auckland  appeared  very  great:  but 
they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  province ;  for,  in  a  very  gre»t 
proportion,  they  were  paid  for  by  the  Home 
Government  and  the  colony  generally  for  the 
troop  located  in  Auckland  on  account  of  the 
Kative  difficulty,  but  who  must  ultimately  be 
removed.  Takmg  the  population  and  exports 
of  Auckland  as  contrasted  with  Canterbury — 
and  these  were  the  real  proofs  of  progress — 
Auckland  would  have  seventeen  members  and 
Canterbury  twenty  -  four  members.  Otago 
would  have,  on  the  same  principle,  taking  away 
the  goldfields,  twenty-five  members.  If  the 
honourable  members  for  Auckland  could  show, 
upon  any  grounds  applicable  to  the  whole 
colony,  any  real  ground  for  increase  of  repre- 
sentation over  other  portions  of  the  colony, 
then  he  would  agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BRODIE^poke  in  favour  of  an  additional 
representative  in  the  House, 

Mr.  VOGEL  was  also  in  favour  of  a  repre- 
sentative being  given  for  Albertland.  That 
settlement  was  nourishing  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  and  was  justly  entitled  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  said  the  Albertland  settlers 
had  arrived  in  the  colony  subsequent  to  the 
last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly;  and, 
seeing  that  several  districts  were  to  be  repre- 
sented by  members,  it  was  thought  only  fair 
that  Albertland  should  be  represented. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  he  should  support  the 
motion  for  Albertland  to  have  a  member.  On 
referring  to  the  statistics  oi  population  for 
Elleunere  District  he  found  the  population  of 


that  place  was  481;  whilst  Haiaden  had  a  popa- 
lation  of  1,653.  As  the  honourable  member  had 
chosen  to  exclude  gold  in  the  expoU  frma 
some  of  the  provinces,  it  would  ODlybe  fair  t» 
exclude  wool  from  Canterbury.  Then  they 
would  find,  upon  this  principle,  (hat  tiu  total 
export  of  Auckland  fox  a  recent  year  wu 
£88,000,  out  of  which  about  £41,000  repieemtad 
wool,  gold,  and  re-exports  of  imports,  thi* 
leaving  upwards  of  £40,000  for  the  actual  {cd> 
ducts  of  the  province ;  whilst  for  CanterboiT 
they  found  the  exports  were  £358,000,  of  which 
wool  and  gold  amounted  to  £246.000,  £5/100 
re-exports,  thus  leaving  £8,000  for  the  piedneti 
of  the  soil,  as  contrasted  with  npwuds  of 
£40,000  exported  from  Auckland. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said  the  popuIatioQ  ot 
Albertland  had  been  stated  at  aooat  five  hun- 
dred ;  but  he  might  state  to  the  House  that 
the  increase  of  population  to  Canterbury  wm 
at  the  present  time  going  on  quite  at  that  rate 
a  month. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  the  population  of  Anoklanl 
had  so  greatly  increased  since  the  last  read- 
justment that  the  province  was  fairly  entitled 
to  another  member.  The  honom^ble  member 
for  Avon,  in  speaking  of  the  increase  <A  popu- 
lation in  Canterbury,  had  stated  that  it  was  at 
the  rate  of  about  five  hundred  per  month.  In 
contrast  with  {his,  he  (Mr.  Wood)  might  state 
that  during  the  last  two  months  the  popula- 
tion of  Auckland  had  been  increased  by  the 
addition  of  2,500  persons,  exclusive  of  troops. 
And,  with  respect  to  Albertland,  he  remem- 
bered that,  shortly  after  his  return  from  ths 
late  session  at  Wellington,  vessels  had  arrived 
in  Auckland  conveying  1,500  persons  intending 
to  settle  at  Albertland. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  would  accept  the  pie- 
sent  proposal  as  a  compromise,  though  he  did 
not  tninx  Auckland  any  more  entitled  to  in- 
creased representation  than  Wellington  «r 
other  provinoee.  The  measure  being  only  a 
tomporary  one,  the  Committee,  of  whi^hewts 
a  member,  had  agreed  to  such  a  Bill  as  they 
thought  would  be  acceptable  to  the  House;  bi:^ 
he  declined  to  admit  (he  force  of  the  argninenta 
which  they  had  just  heard. 

The  Committee  divided  '  on  the  qaeftiMW 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stud 
part  of  the  clause.^' 

ATS8,  30. 

Atkinson  Mason  Taylor,  C.  J. 

Bell  Munro,  J.  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Butler  O'NeUl  Tnrton 

Colenso  Paterson  Vogel 

Eyes  Benall  Wells 

Fitzherbert        Beynolds  Williamson,  Jt» 

Fox  Bhodes  Wil1iam»nii,Jn» 

Gillies  Biohardson  Wood. 

Graham,  G.       Bussell  Tslbr, 

Graham,  B.       Stafford  Biodie. 
Jollie 

Noes,  9. 

Cargill  Thomson  Wilson. 

Cox  Weld  T4Uer. 

FitzGerald        Wilkin  Wayne. 
Monro,  D, 

Ifajoiify  for,  81. 
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Amendment  negatived. 

Some  other  amendments  having  been  made, 

3Cr.  GILLIES  vronld  take  from  Clutha  one 
of  the  propoeed  new  members  and  give  it  to  the 
miners.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  omit 
the  wocds  "  two  members,"  in  line  10,  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  words  "  one  member  "  in  lieu 
&exeof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestion, 
"  That  the  words  propoeed  to  be  left  out  ^tand 
part  of  the  clanse." 

Ates,  14. 

Bell   .  JoUie  Wells 

Brandon  Monro,  D.  Wilkin 

OargUl  Paterson  Wilson. 

Oox  Taylor,  W.  W.  Teller. 

Pitsherbert       Wayne  Beynolds. 

KOKB,  15. 
Brodie  Mason  Vogel 

Batler  Monro,  J.  WiBiamBon,Jno 

Colenflo  O'Neill  ,  Wood. 

Fox  Bnsaell  Teller. 

Graham,  O.       Tnrton  Gillies. 

Graham,  B. 

Majority  against,  1. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODIE  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
insert,  in  line  10,  after  the  words  "  Clutha,  one 
member,"  the  words  "Ooldflelds,  one  mem- 
ber." 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Honse  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  mid- 
night. 


HOUSE   OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Snd  December,  1863. 


Buk  of  Otago  (Limited)  BUI— Petition  of  P;  L. 
Francis  and  Others  —  Message  from  His  Ex- 
oellency— First  Beading— Deeds  Beglstration 
Amendment  Bill— Militia— Beportlng  of  Debates 
— Ijeave  of  Absence — Postal  Service— Gompensa- 
ttoD  to  Settlers— Wellington  and  Hawkes  Bay 
Naval  and  MUitary  Settlers  BUI— BiU  discharged 
—Nelson  Scab  Act  Bnspension  BUI— Standing 
Orders— New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  BiU. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Pbaybbs. 

BANK  OF  OTAGO  (LIMITED)  BILL. 

Mr.  CARGILL  moved  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill.  He  had  not 
the  remotest  desire  that  this  Bill  should  pass 
through  the  House  without  proper  considera- 
tion. The  evidence  taken  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee had  fully  satisfied  them  of  the  sound- 
ness of  the  undertaking.  The  point  had  been 
raised  that  a  bank  should  not  be  opened  for 
business  tmtil  half  the  nominal  capital  had 
been  paid  up ;  but  this  rule  was  by  no  means  a 
genentl  one. 

Major  RICHABDSON  seconded  the  motion. 
He  believed  that  satis&Mstory  evidence  had  been 
placed  before  the  Hoiiae  to  establish  the  re- 


ritability  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with 
underttJdng. 

Mr.  GILLIES  objected  to  the  ve^  meagre 
evidence  before  the  House  on  this  undertaking, . 
and,  although  the  respectability  of  the  pro- 
moters could  not  be  doubted,  there  was  no 
guarantee  that  the  present  directors  would 
continue  their  connection  with  it.  The  difier- 
ence  between  this  bank  and  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  aioee  from  the  fact  that  the  latter  was 
a  local  bank  all  the  shareholders  of  which  were 
knovrn ;  but  the  majority  of  those  of  the  former 
would  be  in  England. 

Mr.  THOMSON  considered  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  as  amply  sufficient 
to  establish  the  soundness  of  the  undertaking. 

Mr.  BUSSELL  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  respectability  of  the  promoters,  but  he  ob- 
jected that,  as  nine-tenths  of  the  shareholders 
of  this  bank  would  be  in  England,  the  creditors 
in  New  Zealand  would  be  unable  to  obtain 
security  for  their  investments.  He  should 
divide  the  House  on  the  third  reading  rather 
than  permit  the  Bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  referred  the  present  difficnlfy 
to  the  suspension  of  several  of  the  Standing 
Orders  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  oon- 
tranr  to  his  expressed  opinion  at  the  time. 

Mr.  VOGEL  objected  to  the  power  gmnted 
to  the  shareholders  in  the  deed  of  association. 
to  reduce  the  nominal  capital  of  the  bank :  be 
trusted  a  clause  would  be  introduced  to  alter 
this ;  otherwise  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  O'BOBKE  stated  that  there  was  a. 
similar  provision  contained  in  the  deed  of 
association  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  there- 
fore the  Committee  had  not  felt  called  upon: 
to  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  WOOD  believed  some  clanse  should  be 
introduced  into  the  Bill  giving  the  local  share- 
holders some  hold  upon  the  directors  and 
shareholders  in  England. 

Mr.  BRODIE  thought  it  strange  that  an 
objection  should  be  raised  to  the  Bill,  at  thia 
the  last  stage,  the  efiect  of  which  must  be  to 
throw  it  out. 

Mr.  FOX  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  Bill  be  referred  back  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

PETITION  OP  P.  L.  FRANCIS  AND 

OTHERS. 
Mr.  DILLON  BELL  moved,  That  the  peti> 
tion  of  P.  L.  Francis  and  others  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  petitioners  prayed  that  theii 
district  mi^t  be  mcluded  wtthm  the  boun- 
daries of  Southland,  as,  living  on  the  extreme 
west  of  the  province,  they  were  practically  cut 
ofi  from  all  the  privileges  of  government.  He 
did  not  suppose  there  was  any  chance  of  ob- 
taining an  alteration  of  the  boundary  this 
session,  but  he  would  make  the  following  ad- 
dition to  the  motion :  "  and  that  it  is  necessary 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  provide  for  the 
better  administration  of  the  Government  in  the 
district  lying  west  of  the  River  Waiau,  in  the 
Province  of  Otago." 
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Hi.  PATEBSON  said  this  was  the  fiist  time 
Jie  had  heard  anything  of  this  matter,  as  no 
complaints  had  been  made  by  the  people  of 
that  district  to  the  Provincial  Coimoil  of  Otago, 
and,  until  they  had  done  so,  and  their  claims, 
been  disregarded,  he  did  not  think  this  step 
should  have  been  taken.  He  considered  that 
the  General  Government  should  discourage  all 
each  applications. 

Mr.  BEYNOLDS  held  the  same  views  as 
the  previous  speaker. 

Mr.  WOOC  said  there  appeared  to  be  two 
points  for  consideration :  First,  that  altera- 
tion of  the  boundaries  of  the  province  conld 
not  be  entertained  now,  as  those  boundaries 
were  settled  by  enactment ;  and,  secondly,  the 
.appointment  of  a  Besident  Magistrate  for  the 
district  referred  to,  which  the  Government 
would  be  quite  willing  to  undertake,  if  it  was 
oonsidered  aecessai^. 

Mr.  CHjLON  bell,  in  reply,  complained 
that  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago  had  taken 
no  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  wants  of  the 
district.    • 

The  House  divided. 


Bntlei 
Qilliee 
JolUe 
O'Neill 


Atbs,  9. 
Bussell 
Thomson 
Weld 


Wilson. 

Teller. 
BeU. 


Noxs,  18. 

Graham,  B,  Tuiton 

Harrison  Wells 

Mason  Williamson,7no 

Paterson  Wood. 
Bfaodes  TeUer. 

Biohardson  Beynolds. 


Atkinson 

Brandon 

Oaigill 

Oolenio 

Eyes 

Pitzherbert 

Graham,  G. 

Majority  against,  9. 
Motion  negatived. 


MESSAGE  FBOM  HIS  EXCELLENOT. 

Mi.  SPEAKEB  announced  the  arrival  of  a 
message  from  Hia  Excellency ;  which  he  read, 
as  follows : — 

"  Me*»ag»  No.  7. 
"Q,  Qaxt,  Governor. 

"  The  Governor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  the 
Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  dated  the  1st  instant,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  which 
Were  adopted  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
«n  Wednesday  last,  the  26th  ultimo. 

**  In  the  first  of  Uiose  resolutions  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  states  it  is  of  opinion  that 
the  renewed  and  definitive  recognition  by  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in  his  despatch 
of  the  SSth  August,  1868,  ■  of  the  justice  of  exert- 
ing military  force  against  William  King  and 
liis  allies,'  has  happily  rendered  it  unnecessary 
for  the  House  to  controvert  or  snpplement 
^statements  metde  by  the  Governor  in  his  de- 
spatches on  the  Waitara  question ;  and  in  the 
third  resolution  the  House  requests  the  Gk>ver- 
Bor  to  transmit  these  resolutions  to  Lis  Grace 
(he  Dnke  of  Newcastle. 


"The  Governor,  in  re^dv,  infonutha  1 

of  Bepresentatives  that  hvb  statemeiitB  made 
by  him  in  any  of  his  despatches  on  tiie  Waitara 
question  were  made  advisedly  and  aftec  Img 
consideration,  and  he  is  at  present  satinfiod  el 
their  entire  accuracy;  he  tmsts,  «*«»-Ht. 
that  the  House  of  Bepreeentative*  will  isfocm 
him  which  of  those  statements  the  Hooae  ii 
prepared  to  controvert,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  does  so,  in  order  that  ttie  Goveaaoc 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  ahowing  te 
accuracy  of  his  statements,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  transmits  the  lesolations  of  the  Hmat 
of  Bepresentatives  to  Her  Majesty's  Pzindpa] 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

"  Government  House,  Auckland, 
«  2nd  December,  1863." 

FIBST  BEADINa. 
Marlborough  Iiands  Begulations  Amendment 
BiU. 

DEEDS  BEGISTBATION  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
It  was  shgreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  hdd 
with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  sulqect  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  in  tin 
Deeds  Begistration  Amendment  Bill ;  and  Att 
Mr.  Gillies,  Mr.  0.  J.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Via- 
herbert  be  the  Managers  of  such  Conieience  «■ 
tiie  part  of  this  House. 

MHJTIA. 

Mr.  HARBISON  moved  for  a  letnm,  so  bt 
as  the  District  of  Wanganni  is  concerned,  of  ike 
number  of  militimnen  and  the  number  of  IGli- 
tia  companies,  with  a  roll  of  each ;  the  nnmbec 
of  Militia  officers  to  each  company ;  the  totsi 
cost  of  the  Militia  Force  in  Wanganni  fat  tlw 
year  ending  the  Slst  October,  1863 ;  also,  a 
return  of  the  number  of  Volunteers  in  the  nid 
district,  and  the  number  of  officers  to  each  com- 
pany. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BEPOBTING  OF  DEBATES. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD— in  moving.  That  Os 
teaolution  of  this  House  adopted  on  the  95ifc 
August,  1862,  in  reference  to  reporting  debates  in 
this  House,  be  again  affirmed — said  he  thondit 
it  very  neoessary  that  the  House  should  einec 
exclude  the  reporters  from  the  House,  or  them- 
selves take  measures  for  providing  oorreet  ze- 
ports ;  and  that  he  tiiought  it  would  not  be  so 
expensive  as  had  been  anticipated  by  some.  B* 
understood  that  the  Government  was  going  to 
establish  a  printing-press  of  its  own,  and  ks 
agreed  in  the  propriety  ol  so  doing,  as  it  wosU 
save  a  great  deal  of  the  expense  of  pdntiag. 
He  tiiought  it  very  essential  to  the  propei  vnk. 
ing  of  the  representative  system  of  govenuBMi 
that  electors  should  have  a  full  and  vi^ 
record  of  what  members  said  and  did  in  a< 
House,  and,  if  there  was  a  great  deal  of  tab- 
bish  ti^ed  b^  members  here,  their  oonstitaeiA 
would  know  it.  He  bdieved  the  system  wodi 
tend  to  elevate  the  character  of  pnlMio  men,  sad 
to  produce  a  greater  amount  m  oonosteney,  kf 
providing  a  means  of  referring  to  tiie  opiuaal 
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kald  by  them  in  times  past.  Newspaper  pro- 
jpietors  troald,  he  believed,  readily  8ul»oribe  to 
tiie  aathoiized  reports,  for  the  purpose  of  pub- 
Ueation  in  their  ooltimns.  He  moved  the  re- 
a£Bzmation  of  the  lesolntion  of  last  session, 
whioh  was  in  the  following  terms :  "  That,  in 
tiie  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  essential,  in 
order  to  secure  proper  responsibility  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  the  oonstitnenoy  of  the 
oolony,  that  full  and  accurate  reports  of  the 
debates  in  this  House  be  published  by  the 
•nthority  of  this  House;  and  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  Qovemment  should  take  steps 
tor  securing  this  end  before  the  next  session 
of  the  Oeneral  Assembly." 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  seconded  the  motion, 
and  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  placing 
inthin  the  reach  of  constituents  the  means  of 
correctly  knowing  what  their  representatives 
had  done  in  the  House,  by  its  proceedings  being 
reported  and  published  under  its  authority. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  had  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  resolution.  He  did  not  mean  to 
censore  the  Press  of  this  oountigr,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  thought  that  the  exertions  made  by  a 
portion  of  that  Press  to  report  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  had  really  been  most  praiseworthy ; 
bnt  owing  to  sevenJ  difficulties  they  had  not 
been  able  in  all  cases  to  supply  the  public  with 
that  accurate  and  quotable  information  which 
would  nail  an  honourable  member  to  the 
opinions  he  had  expressed.  Believing  a  com- 
plete and  detailed  report  necessary  to  the  pro- 
per working  of  representative  government,  he 
heartily  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  WOOD  made  an  explanation  relative  to 
the  resolution  of  last  session  not  having  been 
given  effect  to,  and  promised  to  do  the  best  he 
could  to  have  whatever  resolution  the  House 
came  to  carried  out. 

Mr.  BBODIE  did  not  think  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  a  soffioientiy  large  staff  to  take  ver- 
batim reports  should  be  employed.  It  would 
be  sufficient,  he  thought,  to  subsidize  the 
papers  where  the  session  should  be  held,  that 
they  might  have  a  large  staff  and  give  fuller  re- 
ports. Such  a  Hantard  would  be  as  perfect  as 
the  London  one,  whioh  wew  compiled  from  the 
morning  papers,  and  corrected. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Leave  of  absence  was  given  to  Captain  Bald- 
win on  urgent  private  affairs. 

POSTAL  8EBVICE. 
Mr.  STAFFOED  moved,  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  due  facilities  are  not  afforded  to 
the  public  for  the  receipt  and  despatch  of  let- 
ters ;  and  that,  with  the  object  of  improving  the 
same,  the  chief  post-offices  at  each  port  of  de- 
parture should  be  kept  open  for  the  receipt  and 
despatch  of  letters  mitil  two  hours,  at  furthest, 
before  the  departure  of  the  respective  vessels 
conveying  the  mails  in  the  case  of  mails  to 
Enrope,  and,  in  the  case  of  mails  to  places  with- 
in New  ZeaJand,  to  the  latest  hour  in  which 
^e  post-office  is  open,  so  long  as  one  hour  for 
olosmg  the  mail  is  given  prior  to  the  sailing  of 


the  vessel  conveying  the  same ;  also  that,  in  all 
post-offices  having  two  or  more  officers,  the- 
windows  for  the  delivery  of  letters  should  not 
be  closed  at  any  time  during  office  hours,  on  the 

Elea  of  mails  being  sorted  or  made  up.  [The 
onourable  member  showed  the  necessity  for 
the  motion,  mails  being  frequently  closed  a 
great  many  hours  before  the  vessel  conveying 
them  left.] 

Mr.  OILLIES  assured  the  House  that  these 
grievances  had  already  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  and  been  remedied, 
together  with  other  matters  not  included  in  this 
motion.  Orders  had  been  given  to  keep  all 
chief  offices  open  from  nine  to  five,  Euid  that, 
when  the  office  contained  more  than  one  officer, 
it  was  not  to  be  closed  during  sorting  or  making 
up  mails  within  office  hours ;  that  English 
mails  should  be  open  till  two  hours  previous  to 
the  sailing  of  the  vessel,  and  other  mails  one 
hour ;  also,  a  supplementary  mail  carried  down 
as  late  as  possible,  with  a  late-letter  foe ;  and, 
in  case  of  local  mails,  a  letter-bag  to  be  on  board 
the  vessel  open  to  the  last  moment.  He  hoped 
the  honourable  the  mover  would  therefore  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  WIXiSON  complained  of  bad  post-office 
arrangements  in  Canterbury. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  referred  to  another  improvement 
whioh  might  be  made  —  namely,  by  placing 
metal  pillars  at  cross-roads,  and  wherever 
possible. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

COMPENSATION  TO  SETTLERS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    • 

IN  OOmnTTBE. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  following  resolution : — 
"  That,  out  of  the  sum  of  £200,000  appropriated 
onder  '  The  Loan  Act,  1862,'  to  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  settlement  and  inhabitants  of 
Tarana^i,  a  sum  not  exceeding  £175,000  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  liquidating  the  losses  suffered 
by  tiie  settiera  of  Taraiutki  in  the  late  war; 
that  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  sum  of 
£176,000  be  distributed  forthwith;  that  the 
debentures  issued  under  '  The  Loan  Ordinance, 
1863  (Taranaki),'  ought  to  be  called  in  and  can- 
celled, and  the  said  ordinance  repealed,"  and 
Mr.  Wood's  amendment  thereto :  "  That,  oufe- 
of  the  sum  of  £200,000  appropriated  under 
*  The  Loan  Act,  1862,'  a  sum  shall  now  be  set 
apart,  not  exceeding  £121,000,  for  distribu- 
tion amongst  the  Taranaki  settiers,  to  assist 
them  to  prosecute  with  success  their  present 
occupations,  or  resume  the  occupation  of  theit 
lands  and  former  pursuits :  such  distribution  to 
take  place  when  the  settlers  can  be  relieved 
from  Militia  duty  and  devote  themselves  to  in- 
dustrial occupations ;  and,  in  the  meantime^ 
interest  at  the  rate  of  £6  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  the  £121,000  bo  allowed.  That  the  balance 
of  all  sums  appropriated  for  Taranaki  reinstate- 
ment or  relief,  deducting  the  sum  of  £60,000 
already  paid,  shall  be  expended  in  constructing 
public  works  necessary  to  the  advantageous  and 
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profitable  occupation  of  the  settlement.  That 
the  debentures  issued  under  '  The  Loan  Ordi- 
nance, 1863  (Taranaki),'  ought  to  be  called  in 
and  cancelled,  and  the  said  ordinance  repealed," 

Mr.  WOOD  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

Resolution  reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed 
to. 

WELINGTON  AND  HAWKE'S  BAY  NAVAL 
AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS  BILL. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval 
and  Military  Settlers  Bill,  which  he  said  was 
intended  to  repeal  the  15th  clause  of  "  The 
Wellington  and  Hawke's  Ba^  Waste  Lands 
R^^lations  Act,  1858,"  grantmg  land  to  dis- 
charged tnilitaiy  and  naval  officers. 

Mr.  ORMOND  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WELD  thought  the  present  an  inoppor- 
tune time  to  bring  forward  the  motion  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  WAYNE  was  also  opposed  to  the  motion 
being  brought  forward  at  the  present  time.  He 
thought  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  land 
should  be  left  to  the  Provincial  Government. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  did  not  feel  disposed  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  although 
he  disliked  its  principle.  The  Provincial  Go- 
vernments of  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  had 
a  right  to  dispose  of  their  lands  as  they  chose. 

Major  RICHARDSON  would  agree  to  the 
second  reading,  in  the  hope  that  some  amend- 
ments would  be  made  in  Committee.  A  clause 
should  be  introduced  giving  abundant  time  for 
officers  who  were  intending  to  make  selections 
to  do  so  before  the  Act  was  repealed. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  said,  if  the 
honourable  the  mover  would  assure  him  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  Wellington  Provincial  Qo- 
vemment  that  the  Act  should  be  amended  as 
proposed,  then  he  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading ;  but  he  could  not  but  conceive  that,  by 
expunging  the  clause,  that  Government  would 
ite  standing  in  its  own  light  and  inflicting 
injury  upon  the  province.    , 

Mr.  BRANDON  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
'tion. 

Mr.  COLENSO  promised  to  support  the 
second  reading  on  the  condition  that  the 
honourable  the  mover  would  agree  to  the  intro- 
-^uction  of  ^  clause  specifying  that  the  Act 
should  not  come  into  operation  until  the  ex- 

firation  of  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  its 
eing  passed. 

Dr.  FEATHERSTON  said  the  experiment 
sought  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Act  intended  to 
bo  amended  had  signally  failed.  The  granting 
of  land  to  military  settlers  had  been  no  boon  to 
-them,  because  nine-tenths  had  not  lived  upon 
their  land,  but  sold  it,  and  emigrated  to  ouier 
•colonics. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  the  clause  now  sought 
to  bo  expunged  was  introduced  in  1858,  upon 
the  motion  of  Sir  Charles  Clifford.  The  House 
was  absolutely  passive  in  the  matter.  He 
thought  if  the  clause  was  expunged  it  would 
tend  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  those  provinces 
letaining  the  provision.     The  House  had  no 


evidence  that  the  Fiovmoial  CooBdls  of  Wu- 
lington  and  Hawke's  Bay  desired  to  have  Ui«m 
clauses  repealed ;  but  still,  if  the  honooraUs 
member,  who  was  a  leading  memba  of  the  Wel- 
lington Provincial  Council,  and  probably  roita- 
sented  a  large  majori^  of  it,  desired  to  exatode 
tills  class  of  settlers,  he  should  not  oppose  it ; 
only  he  would  like  to  see  the  operation  ol  the 
Act  suspended  for  a  short  time,  so  as  not  to 
shut  out  those  who  might  have  mads  prepara- 
tions to  take  advantage  of  these  clauses. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT,  in  reply,  said  that  no 
measure  had  given  more  general  dissatisfactiaa 
in  the  Province  of  WelUngton  than  this,  or 
worked  worse.  He  was  willing  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  for  a  time. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Hawke's  Bay  Loan  Security  Bill. 

NELSON  SCAB  ACT  SUSPENSION  BIUi. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved,  That  tiie  Nelson 
Scab  Act  Suspension  Bill  be  now  read  a  aecond 
time. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  19. 


Atkinson 

Graham,  B. 

Weld 

Brandon 

Mason 

Wftlls 

Butler 

O'Neill 

WiUiamaontJno 

Colenso 

Rhodes 

Wood. 

Eyes 

RusseU 

Pox 

Turton 

TeOtr. 

Graham,  0. 

Vogel 
Nobs,  15. 

Stafiord. 

BeU 

Harrison 

Taylor,  W.  W. 

Brodie 

Ormond 

Thomson 

Cargill 

Renall 

WiUdn. 

Cox 

Reynolds 

TeUtr. 

Featherston 

Tn.'l.-1 1 <. 

Richardson 

GUUes. 

Majority  lor,  i. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  secooi 
time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
Bill. 

or  coioniTBB. 

Clause  1  read. 

Dr.  MONRO  moved.  That   the   Chainnaa 
leave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bell 

Cargill 

Cox 

Featherston 

FitzQerald 

Harrison 

JoUie 

Butler 
Colenso 
Eyes 
Pox 
Graham,  G. 


Ayes,  18. 
Monro,  D. 
Renall 
Reynolds 
Rhodes 
Richardson 
Taylor,  W.  W. 


Thomson 
Wayne 
WiUdn 
Wilson. 

TeUer. 
Gillies. 


Williamson  ,Ja 
Wood. 


Nobs,  13. 
Mason 
O'NeiU 
Russell 
Weld  2W7«r. 

WeUs  Stafford. 

Majoritiy  for,  5. 
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Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sfsaxbb  resumed  the  chair. 

STANDING  ORDBBS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  brought  np  yester- 
•day. 

IN  COICMITTEB. 

Besolntions  1  and  2  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolation  S  read. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  resolution. 

ateb,  ao. 


Bell 

Mason 

Weld 

Brodie 

Monro,  D. 

Williamson,  Jas 

BnUer 

O'NeiU 

Williamson,Jno 

<3olenso 

Richardson 

Wilson 

<3ox 

Stafiord 

Wood. 

Eyes 

Turton 

Teller. 

Graham,  G.       Vogel 


Gillies. 


Nobs,  19. 
Atkinson  Harrison  Thomson 

Brandon  Jollie  Wayne 

Cargill  Paterson  Wells 

Domett  Renall  Wilkin. 

Featherston      Reynolds 
HtzGerald         Rhodes  Teller. 

Fitsherbett       Taylor,  W.  W.  Ormond. 
Majority  for,  1. 

Besolation  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  were  reported  to  the  Hoose, 
'M  follows : — 

"  (1.)  That  it  is  desirable  to  reconstruct  the 
StandJTig  Orders  of  the  House  on  the  model  of 
the  rules,  orders,  and  forms  of  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

"  (2.)  That  ill.  Speaker  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare, during  the  recess,  draft  new  Standing 
-Orders,  in  accordance  with  the  preceding  reso- 
lution, in  order  that  the  same  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  immediately  after  the 
-opening  otnezt  session. 

"  (3.)  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  House 
that  Standing  Orders  Nos.  13  and  14  be  ex- 
punged from  the  Orders  of  the  House. 

"  (4.)  That,  as  the  Standing  Orders  on  Private 
Bills  have  proved  in  practice  to  be  intricate 
and  cause  unnecessary  delay,  Mr.  Speaker  be 
requested  to  take  such  steps  as  may  seem  ex- 
pedient to  him,  in  concert  with  the  S|>eaker  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  effect  a  simplification  of  them." 

Resolutions  adopted  by  the  House. 

NEW  PBOVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  EYES,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  New  Provinces  Act  Amendment  Bill,  said 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  prevent  the 
New  Provinces  Act  having  any  future  Deration, 
and  to  assimilate  the  mode  of  electing  of  the 
Superintendents  of  the  new  provinces  to  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  Act — an 
alteration  highly  necessary,  as  the  present  mode 
had  been  found  to  work  in  a  very  objectionable 
manner,  permitting,  even,  a  Superintendent  to 


prevent  the  election  of  his  sueceasor.  He  trusted 
that,  if  the  House  approved  of  restricting  the 
future  operation  of  the  Act,  they  would  affirm 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  objected  to  the  con- 
sideration of  suoh  a  measnie  at  this  period  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  COX  would  have  no  objection  to  the  re- 
peal of  this  Act,  if  another  were  substituted 
that  would  carry  out  the  proposition  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  when  this 
subject  was  discussed  in  a  previous  session.  He 
suggested  that  the  di£Sculty  with  reference  to 
outlying  districts  should  be  met  by  providing 
that  a  percentage  of  the  proceeds  of  lands  sold 
should  be  set  apart  for  expenditure  in  the  dis- 
trict. With  regard  to  the  present  Bill,  he  asked 
the  mover  if  it  should  not  also  have  repealed 
"The  New  Provinces  Aot  Amendment  Act, 
1861."  The  people  of  Canterbury  had  generally 
looked  on  the  New  Provinces  Act  as  a  sort  ot 
political  tomahawk,  which  might  be  legiti- 
mately used  in  self-defence  against  Superin- 
tendents and  Provincial  Councils. 

Mr.  GILLIES  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  as  it  could  not  be  finished  that  night, 
and  it  would  be  better  to  get  on  with  publio 
business. 

The  House  divided. 


Ates,  15. 

Brandon 

Mason 

Weld 

Butler 

O'NeiU 

Williamson,Jno 

Colenso 

Bhodes 

Wilson. 

Pox 

Stafford 

Tetter. 

Gillies 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

Wood. 

Graham,  G. 

Noxs,  18. 
Bell  Harrison  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Cargill  Jollie  Wayne 

Cox  O'Borke  WeUs 

Domett  Benall  Wilkin. 

Featherston      Beynolds  Tetter. 

FitzQerald        Richardson       Eyes. 
Fitzherbert 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  two  objections  to  the  Bill — 
one,  that  the  New  Provinces  Act  Amendment 
Acts  of  1860  and  1861  were  left  unrepealed ;  but 
the  most  fatal  objection  was  that  the  subject  had 
been  settled  by  an  Imperial  Act  of  1862,  and  he 
doubted  if  the  House  could  interiere  with  an 
Aot  which  the  Imperial  Parliament  had  de- 
clared to  be  law.  Beyond  this,  he  considered 
it  too  late  to  introduce  such  a  measure  this 
session. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  allude  to  the  two  ob. 
jections  which  had  been  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City,  who  had  stated 
that,  if  some  better  substitute  for  local  self- 
government  could  be  found,  he  was  willing  to 
agree  to  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  But,  if  the 
honourable  members  who  spoke  in  that  way 
were  really  in  earnest,  they  should  have  stated 
the  nature  of  the  local  self-government  they 
required.  He  regarded  this  as  a  mere  excuse 
for  the  non-repeal  of  the  Aot.    With  regard  to 
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the  objection  mged  by  the  hononiable  mem- 
ber, that  the  Act  conldnot  be  repealed  beoanse 
it  had  received  the  Imperial  sanction,  he  (Hr. 
GillieB)  had  held  the  same  view  himself  nntil 
irithin  the  last  few  days,  when,  from  a  more 
OAreful  consideration  of  the  Imperial  Act,  he 
had  found  nothing  in  it  to  prevent  its  repeal. 

Major  RICHABDSON  trusted  the  motion 
would  be  withdrawn. 

Hr.  WILSON  did  not  think  the  Act  should 
be  repealed  unless  due  notice  had  been  given, 
in  order  to  allow  those  who  might  feel  diqiosed 
to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions  to  consider 
what  course  they  should  take.  If  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  took  portions  of  lands 
belonging  to  the  outlying  Sstricts  to  give  as 
seoority  for  loans — as  a  Bill  introduced  by  the 
Oovemment  provided  should  be  done,  in  the 
ease  of  railways  being  required — he  thought 
those  districts  should  be  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  separation,  which  would,  indeed,  in  saoh  a 
case,  become  inevitable. 

Mr.  WELLS  said  he  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  because  it  would 
attest  all  future  action  of  the  New  Provinces 
Act  of  1858  :  the  general  prevailing  opinion  of 
the  country  was  that  this  Act  had  run  its  course, 
and  now  ought  to  be  set  aside.  From  the  very 
faulty  construction  of  the  Act  it  seemed  to  have 
pleased  nobody,  not  even  those  provinces  which 
bad  taken  advantage  of  its  provisions :  it  had 

g'ven  local  self-government,  certainly,  but  at 
r  too  high  a  price.  This  was  exemplified  in 
the  case  of  Marlborough  at  the  present  time, 
which  not  only  absorbed  all  its  Customs  revenue, 
bnt  had  also  to  draw  on  its  Land  Fund  to  a 
considerable  amount  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
Government  officers.  He  thought  the  Land 
Fund,  after  paying  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
surveys,  &c.,  ought  to  go  back  to  the  land  in 
the  shape  of  public  works  and  immigration.  The 
Act  also  weakened  the  energies  of  the  old  pro- 
vinces, and  depreciated  their  credit.  As  a  proof 
of  this  he  would  instance  the  present  pomtion 
of  the  Province  of  Kelson.  Both  the  public 
and  the  Press  had  been  urging  on  the  Clovem- 
ment  the  necessity  of  opening  up  the  West 
Ooast  country  by  public  works — works  of  that 
description  which  would  be  of  a  permanent 
oharacter,  and  would  necessarily  involve  a 
large  outlay  in  their  execution.  The  Govern- 
ment quite  admitted  the  utility  of  such  works, 
but  they  deferred  being  parties  to  them,  on  the 
ground  that  this  Kew  Provinces  Act  hung  over 
iheir  heads,  with  the  probability  that  no  sooner 
would  these  works  be  executed  than  any 
small  nucleus  of  population  settled  there  might  | 
appl^  and  get  separation  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act.  Another  evil  was  occasioned  by 
this  Act :  it  depreciated  the  credit  of  the  old 
provinces.  Should  any  province  want  a  loan 
lor  public  undertakings,  it  went  into  the  money- 
market  at  a  disadvantage,  and  could  not  efieot 
its  object  on  anything  like  the  same  terms  as 
it  would  have  done  had  its  landed  estate  been 
intact  and  no  dismemberment  taken  place. 
For  these  reasons,  he  was  fully  convinced  that 
this  Act  had  not  only  been  injurious  to  the 
provinces  afiected,  but  also  to  th^  colony  as 
Mr.GiUiu 


a  whole ;  and  he  thon^t  the  soodm  it  ww 
erased  from  our  Statute  Book  the  better. 

Mr.  WELD  referred  to  Southland  as  a 
success,  affording  an  instance  of  almost  un- 
exampled progress ;  and  he  did  not  look  upon 
the  I^ovinces  of  Hawke's  Bay  and  MarUrarooglt 
as  a  failure — ^the  latter  was  certainly  not  worse 
off  than  when  Kelson  took  £25,000  from  it  and 
returned  £3,000.  He  looked  upon  the  Act  ss 
having  conferred  great  benefits  on  diflsicab 
portions  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  FOX  looked  upon  the  operation  of  this 
Act  as  a  failure,  as  instanced  in  the  cases  of 
Hawke's  Bay  and  Marlborough,  It  crippled 
the  energies  of  the  provinces,  and  prevented 
their  development.  Southland  had  been  cited 
as  a  success,  but  it  was  so  in  spite  of  the  Act, 
not  on  account  of  it,  and  would  hare  been 
much  mote  so  if  the  Act  had  not  existed.  He 
trusted  it  would  be  rejected,  and  swept  from 
the  Statute  Book  that  night. 

Mr.  BEYKOLDS  supported  the  motion,  ss 
the  Bill  would  prevent  any  large  expenditure 
of  money  upon  the  out-districts. 

Mr.  COLEKSO  opposed  the  Bill,  as  the  New 
Provinces  Act  had  given  his  province  a  far 
greater  amount  of  expenditure  than  they  oonld 
have  hoped  for  if  the  old  state  of  things  had 
continued. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  motioD. 

atxs,  ao. 

Brandon  O'Neill  Walker 

Featherston  O'Borke  Wells 

Fitzherbert  BenaU  Wilkin 

Fox  Beynolds  Williamton,Jp» 

Gillies  Bussell  Wood. 

Graham,  G.  Taylor,  C.  J.  TMer. 

Mason  Taylor,  W.  W.  Eyas. 


Noes,  14. 

Bell 

Domett 

Wayne 
Weld 

Brodie 

Harrison 

Butler 

JoUie 

Wilson. 

Colenso 

Bhodes 

Teller. 

Cox 

Richardson 

Stafiixd. 

Majority  for,  6. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  lead  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one  o'doA 
p.m.  ^_^___^_^____ 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  3rd  December,  1863. 


Suspension  of  Btan<11ng  Orders — Auckland  Harbaar 
Debenture  Act  1880  Amendment  BUI— Bluff  Bar- 
boor  and  InvenauKill  Bailway  BiU— Bank  of 
Otego  (Limited)  BUI— AnoUand  and  Drmr  BsS- 
way  BUI— Third  Headings — Commeneement  et 
Acts  Act  1868  Bepeal  BiU— Tikokino  Beserve  BiU 
— Measase  from  His  EzoeUencT— Otaeo  Wait* 
liands  BUI  (Ho.   1)— Otago  Waste  Lands  Wl 


{No.2>-FlrBt] 


aing. 


The  Hon.  the  Sfeaxsb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Praxebs. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  OBDEBS. 
Standing  Order  No.  186  was  suspended,  t» 
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admit  of  Bills  being  passed  thiough  moie  than 
one  stage  in  tha  day. 

AUCKLAND  HARBOUR  DEBENTURE 
ACT  1860  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Selection  on 
Private  Bills  on  the  Auckland  Harbour  De- 
benture Act  1860  Amendment  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  Council. 

BLUFF  HARBOUR  AND  INVERCABGILL 
RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Blufi  Harbour  and  luvercargill  Railway 
Bill  -was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Selectiob  on  Private  Bills, 
together  with  the  report  on  the  Bill  by  the 
At  tomey- General. 

BANK  OF  OTAGO  (LIMITED)  BILL. 
The  Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill  was  read 
a  first  and  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Selection  on  Private  Bills. 

AUCKLAND  AND  DRURY  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

The  Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Bill  was 
read  a  firs't  and  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Selection  on  Private  Bills. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Radiation  of  Elections  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
Foreign  Offenders  Apprehension  Bill. 

COMMENCEMENT  OP  ACTS  ACT  1862 
REPEAL  BILL 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  the  Commencement  of  Acts 
Act  1862  Repeal  Bill  were  read,  and  adopted  by 
tiie  Council. 

TIKOKINO  RESERVE  BILL. 
The  Tikokino  Reserve  Bill  was  considered 
in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council 
with  amendments. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  the  ar- 
rival of  a  message  from  His  Excellency ;  which 
he  read,  as  follows : — 

"Message  No.  9. 
"G.  Gbey,  Governor. 

"The  Bills  intituled— 
"<The    Stewart's   Island   Annexation   Act, 

1863;' 
" '  The  Arms  Act  Continuance  Act,  1863 ;' 
" '  The  Nelson  Trust  Funds  Act  1854  Amend- 
ment Act,  1863 ;' 
" '  The  Colonial  Defence  Force  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1863 ;' 
" '  The  Enquiry  into  Wrecks  Act,  1863 ;' 
"'The   Superintendents  Incorporation  Act, 

1863  ;• 
" '  The  Suppression  of  Rebellion  Act,  1863 ;' 
"  '  The  New  Zealand  Settlements  Act,  1863 ;' 
as    finally    passed    by    the    Honourable    the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, having  been  presented  to  the  Governor 
1863— B 


for  the  Royal  assent,  he  has,  in  the  name  of 
Her  Majesty,  assented  to  the  said  Bills. 
"  Government  House,  Auckland, 
"3rd  December,  1868." 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  1). 

The  Otago  Waste  L&nds  Bill  (No.  1)  was 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  with  amendments. 

OTAGO  WASTE  LANDS  BILL  (No.  2). 

The  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2)  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 
Council  with  amendments. 


FIRST  BEADING. 
Jury  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at   half -past 
o'clock  p.m. 


fiv* 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  3rd  Dectmber,  1863. 


Auckland  ^ind  Drury  Hallway  Bill— Bank  of  Otaeo 
(Limito(l)  Dill— Volunteers— Waitara  Question— 
Vote  of  Thanks— Militia— Jury  Law  Amendment 
BUI— Criminals  Bill- Waitara  Question— Gold- 
fleldg  Act  Amendment  Bill— Vaccination  Bill — 
Superintendents  Election  Bill— Disqualiflcation 
Act  Extension  Bill— Wellington  and  Hawka'sBay 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Bill— New  Provinces 
Act  Amendment  Bill— Adjournment. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 
Prayers. 

AUCKLAND  AND  DRURY  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

BANK  OF  OTAGO  (LIMITED)  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Bill  was  adopted  by 
the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 


VOLUNTEERS. 

Major  RICHARDSON  inquired  whether 
young  men  under  age,  resident  within  the 
Province  of  Auckland,  who  had  volunteered 
for  the  defence  of  the  province,  should  bo  de- 
barred from  the  exercise  of  privileges  accorded 
to  strangers  who  enlisted  in  the  Waikato  regi- 
ments ?  Ho  put  this  question  because  he  was 
informed  that  some  young  men  belonging  to 
the  local  Volunteers  were  desirous  of  entering 
the  Waikato  regiments,  and  he  felt  that  they 
should  be  placed  on  a  level  with  those  who 
had  come  as  strangers  into  the  colony. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  believed  that  the  honourable 
member  was  labouring  under  a  mistake,  as 
young  men  who  volunteered,  as  numbers  had 
done,  into  the  Waikato  regiments  were  placed 
on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  strangers  who 
enlisted. 
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Waitara  Question. 


[HOUSE.]        Waitara  Question.        [Dbc.  3 


WAITAEA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  FOX — in  moving,  That  the  papers  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  relative  to  tours  in  Wai- 
kato,  and  the  investigation  of  the  title  to  the 
Waitara,  be  printed — said  these  papers  exhi- 
bited an  important  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
colony  with  reference  to  the  Waitara  aSair, 
which  it  was  only  just  to  the  Government 
should  be  placed  on  the  books  of  the  House. 
They  related  to  attempts  made  by  himself, 
shortly  after  Sir  George  Grey's  arrival,  to  in- 
duce the  Natives  to  submit  the  question  to 
arbitration.  He  had  interviews  with  several 
Natives  in  the  Waikato  District,  though,  imfor- 
tonately,  not  with  William  Thompson  himself, 
with  whom  the  Natives  all  stated  that  the 
whole  matter  rested.  Subsequently  to  his  re- 
turn he  received  a  letter  from  William  Thomp- 
son, in  which  he  declined  decidedly  to  have 
any  investigation  of  the  Waitara  question,  on 
grounds  stated  in  that  letter.  He  (Mr.  Fox) 
afterwards  passed  through  the  Waikato  again, 
and  went  through  to  Taupo  and  Hawke's  Bay, 
where  he  lighted  upon  a  large"  hui,"  number- 
ing about  three  thousand  people,  assembled  at 
the  tangi  of  the  chief  Moananui.  (There  he 
met  the  leading  men  of  that  part  of  tiie  coun- 
try, and  he  incidentally,  in  the  course  of  some 
conversation  which  he  had  with  them  at  the 
meeting  which  succeeded,  referred  to  the  fact 
of  the  offer  he  had  made  in  Waikato,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  received,  creating 
in  their  minds  the  greatest  possible  astonish- 
ment that  such  an  offer  should  not  have  been 
closed  with  by  the  Waikatos.  After  consulting 
together,  the  chiefs  said  to  him,  "  Leave  that 
to  us ;  we  will  leave  no  stone  unturned  till  it 
is  done."  At  Wellington  the  Natives  ex- 
pressed equal  astonishment  and  disgust  at  the 
course  taiken  by  the  Waikatos.  On  his  return 
to  Auckland  he  was  put  in  possession,  through 
a  party  connected  with  the  Government,  of  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  William  Thompson  and  the 
Waikato  chiefs,  in  which  the  Anuriri  chiefs 
called  on  them  to  explain  why  they  had  refused 
the  offermadeto  them.  That  letter  led  to  further 
correspondence  between  himself  and  the  chiefs, 
which  had  not  concluded  when  he  loft  office 
in  1862.  The  Hawke's  Bay  chiefs,  it  appeared, 
had  seat  up  an  important  deputation  to  the 
Waikatos  to  discuss  this  matter ;  and  they  had 
a  very  full  discussion  of  it,  at  which  the  Bishop 
of  New  Zealand  was.present ;  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  discussion  the  Waikatos  absolutely 
refused  to  have  an  arbitration.  But  a  letter 
was  afterwards  written  by  the  Ahuriri  chiefs, 
stating  that  the  Natives  had  since  changed 
their  minds,  and  were  now  ready  to  accept  the 
proposal.  He  had  been  rather  surprised  to  read 
on  these  papers  a  memorandum  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace,  late  Minister  for  Na- 
tive Affairs,  stating  that  he  considered  all  these 
attempts  to  induce  the  Natives  in  Ahuriri  or 
elsewhere  to  bring  their  influence  to  bear  on 
the  Waikatos  to  submit  the  question  to  arbi- 
tration were  pusillanimous,  and  ought  not  to  be 
persevered  in  by  the  Government ;  and  be  be- 
lieved that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
even  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Hawke's  Bay 


chiefs.  There  were  three  other  letters  sd- 
dressed  by  Wiremu  Kihgi  Bangitake  to  an 
officer  of  the  Native  Office  named  Pinkawia, 
who  appeared  to  have  got  into  private  conver- 
sation with  King  on  the  subject  of  his  Waiksto 
claims.  They  were  not  of  a  very  impoitMit 
character,  but  just  such  as  one  would  expect 
from  a  chief  like  Bangitake  writing  to  a  pemn 
in  so  subordinate  a  position,  and  were  not  to 
haye  the  same  weight  as  letters  written  bj 
express  authority  of  runangas  and  leading 
chiefs.  He  simply  made  this  motion  fsa  ih* 
purpose  of  making  the  proceedings  he  had 
described  matters  ol  history,  by  placing  them 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  believed  thehononrable 
gentleman  would  find  that  the  minute  he  had 
mentioned  related  to  the  attitude  assumed  by 
the  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  at  the  Peria  meetii^ 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  p^en 
relating  to  that  meeting  were  included  in  tlist 
correspondence.  The  proceedings  of  the  Biihaii 
on  that  occasion  were  decidedly  pusillaoimoas, 
and  placed  that  dignitary  of  the  Church  in  S 
position  he  should  not  have  been  placed  in, 
as  well  as  placing  the  Government  in  a  poo. 
tion  which,  after  the  obstinate  resistance  nude 
by  the  Natives,  certainly  had  a  pasillanimoai 
appearance. 

Mr.  COLENSO  called  attention  to  a  psa- 
graph  in  one  of  these  letters  referring  to  bis 
occupation  of  a  piece  of  ground  at  Ahniiri, 
and  observed  that  these  papers  should  haw 
been  laid  before  the  House  last  session,  iix  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  now  been  nearly  tire 
years  in  possession  of  statements  reflecting 
upon  a  member  of  this  House,  which  he  (Vt. 
Colenso)  knew  nothing  about  until  this  mont- 
ing.  The  chief  Benata's  ill-wiU  arose  from 
three  causes :  he  (Mr.  Colenso)  hod  removed 
him  from  the  position  of  chief  teacher  on 
account  of  misconduct;  aai,  as  an  officer  of 
the  Provincial  Government,  he  had  aEsisted  a 
Superintendent  who  did  not  approve  of  the 
flour-and-sugar  policy  to  make  roads  and  btidgea 
through  the  land;  and  his  third  offence  vu 
that,  m  this  House,  he  had  espoused  the  cause 
of  (Governor  Browne.  If  the  House  otdeted 
these  letters  to  be  printed,  he  trusted  that  they 
would  by-and-by  give  him  permission  to  lay  oo 
the  table  a  paper  to  accompemy  them. 

Mr.  WELD  moved.  That  the  words  "inchid- 
ing  the  papers  relative  to  the  proceedings  at 
the  Peria  meetings  "  be  added. 

Mr.  FOX  said  that  Mr.  Dillon  Bell's  minute 
appeared  to  have  no  reference  to  the  Peda 
meetings,  as  a  perusal  of  Earaitiana's  letter 
and  the  memorandum  itself  would  convinee 
him.  The  letter  on  which  it  was  written  wt* 
dated  from  Kihikihi,  and  not  from  Peria ;  and 
the  terms  used  by  the  honourable  member  af- 
plied  to  all  attempts  of  the  kind.  The  Hawke'i 
Bay  Natives,  however,  took  this  action  of  their 
own  accord,  and  the  Qovemment  co-operated 
with  them.  The  honourable  member  migbt 
call  such  proceedings  pusillanimous,  bat  be 
(Mr.  Fox)  called  them  by  a  very  diSectat 
name,  and  would  always  be  pioaa  of  haiigf 
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been  t&e  first  to  make  an  attempt  in  that 
-direction.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  Peria 
papers  being  printed,  for,  if  they  had  any  bear- 
ing at  all  on  tbe  Waitara  question,  it  was  light 
that  they  should  be  printed.  With  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  he  would  express  his  great  regret  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  transaction  should 
haveplaoed  him  in  an  unpleasant  position  before 
the  House,  and  he  would  explain,  so  far  as  he 
could,  the  charge  made  by  tne  Natives  in  the 
papers  before  the  House,  At  the  time  he  for- 
warded to  His  Excellency  the  statement  in 
which  it  was  recorded,  the  Government  were 

•  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  evict  the  honourable 
member  from  certain  lands  which  he  had  held 
for  a  long  time  in  Hawke's  Bay,  with  r^erence 
to  which  the  Government  considered  it  its 
duty  towards  the  Natives  to  take  legal  action. 
It  therefore  became  his  duty,  as  he  thought,  in 
giving  what  took  place  between  tiie  Hawke's 
Bay  Natives  and  himself,  to  give  His  Excel- 
lency the  remarks  of  the  Natives  relative  to 
the  honourable  member ;  but  he  did  not  then 
know  that  His  Excellency  would  forward  those 
documents  Homo.  The  reason  why  the  docu- 
ments were  not  laid  before  the  House  last 
session  was  because  the  correspondence  was 
still  incomplete.  He  would  accept  the  amend- 
ment with  reference  to  the  Peria  papers. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  remarked,  with  reference  to 
;the  memorandum  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell),  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government  had  been  so  weak, 
till  lately,  that  it  had  been  glad  to  obtain  the 
-assistance  of  the  Natives  when  practicable; 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  ac- 
•ceptance  of  the  proposal  of  the  Hawke's  Bay 
Natives  was  at  aU  censurable.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  thrown  cold  water  on  the  offer,  they 
would  have  been,  for  the  first  time,  making  a 
marked  exception  to  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  to  the  Natives  up  to  that  date. 
The  honourable  member  might  consider  that 
-course  pusillanimous,  and  he  (Mr.  Stafford) 
.  might  agree  with  him ;  but  the  instance  in  ques- 
tion was  not  exceptionally  so.  He  considered 
it  a  great  pity  that  honourable  members  should 
<have  to  discuss  this  question  without  knowing 
the  contents  of  the  mpers. 

Mr.    DILLON  BELL   thought  honourable 
members,  on  examination,  would  find  what  he 

•  had  stated  before  to  be  correct.  This  letter, 
which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  necessitate  a 
continuance  of  the  correspondence  on  his  part, 
not  being  addressed  to  limi,  referred  to  pro- 

-  oeedings  at  the  Peria  meeting ;  and  in  a  me- 
morandum he  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
was  an  error  for  the  Government  to  appeal 
to  the  Natives  of  one  part  of  the  country 
to  settle  differences  between  it  and  the  Na- 

'  tives  of  another,  when,  as  had  been  the  case, 

f^he  Waitara  Natives  hod  held  a  position  of  hos- 
tility to  the  Government ;  and  honourable  mem- 
bers would  agree  with  him  that  the  proceed- 
■ing  on  the  part  of  the  European  population 
was  really  pusillanimous;  for  entreaties  were 
nsed  by  the  Bishop  with  reference  to  giving  up 

'Wftitanand  Tatanumako,  without  any  autho- 


rity from  the  Government.  The  Bishop  r.'ipre- 
sented  himself,  in  fact,  as  the  guardian  of  the 
Europeans  at  Tataraiinaka,  and  led  the  Na- 
tives to  believe  that,  in  some  sense,  he  was  the 
representative  of  a  large  number  of  the  Eu- 
ropean population.  The  Government  were  than 
dealing  with  William  King  and  Rewi  on  the 
subject  of  Waitara,  and  they  knew,  from  the 
letters  addressed  to  Pirikawau — whcwas  a  near 
relation  of  William  King,  and  a  gentleman — 
that  at  the  very  time  these  entreaties  were  being 
made  by  the  Bishop  to  the  Natives  assembled 
at  Peria  to  permit  tbe  Waitara  question  to  be 
inve8tigated(,  and.  at  the  very  time  the  letter 
from  the  Ahnriri  Natives  was  written,  stating 
that  after  the  Bishop  had  left  it  had  been  agreed 
that  the  investigation  should  take  place,  Bewi 
and  William  King  were  just  as  much  determined 
as  ever  that  it  should  not ;  and  the  Government 
knew  that,  so  far  as  the  people  whose  assent 
was  worth  anything  were  concerned,  the  state- 
ment of  the  Natives  having  consented  to  refer 
the  dispute  to  arbitration  had  no  foundation 
whatever. 
Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  moved.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  House  be  given  to  the  Superintendent  and 
Provincial  Council  of  tbe  Provmce  of  Auckland 
for  the  liberal  manner  in  which  they  have  pro- 
vided accommodation  for  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
accommodation  was  what  it  should  have  been ; 
but  that  WSA  the  fault  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  Auckland  Provincial  Council  had 
done  all  they  could,  having  expended  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  in  increasing  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  House,  and  had  also  put 
themselves  to  a  great  inconvenience,  the  Coun- 
cil being  itself  now  in  session.  Ho  felt  great 
regret '  Qiat  any  irritation  should  have  been 
caused  to  some  members  of  the  Provincial 
Council — as  he  saw,  in  the  public  prints,  had 
been  the  case— by  a  circumstance  which  must 
have  occurred  through  mistake,  and  of  which 
the  House  had  no  cognizance. 

Mr.  FOX  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  motion. 

Motion  a^ed  to,  and  resolution  ordered  to 
be  commumcated  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  his  Honour 
the  Superintendent  of  Auckland,  with  a  request 
that  his  Honour  will  communicate  the  same  t» 
the  Provincial  Council. 

MILITIA. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved,  Thafc 
the  petition  of  the  ofScers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  Auckland  Militia 
and  Volunteers  be  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Amend- 
ment Bill,  with  instructions  to  the  Committee 
to  consider  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and 
report  thereon. 

The  petition  having  been  read, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  thought  it  un- 
advisable  for  the  House  to  agree  with  the  peti- 
tion, or  refer  it  to  any  Select  Committee.  H»-. 
objected  to  the  principle  of  giving  away  tb» 
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gt&nted  at  high  rates,  as  at  present. 

Mr.  TUBTON  said  he  ooald  well  ima^e  the 
reason  why,  upon  lai^e  diggings  such  as  at  Otaso 
and  Kelson,  cheap  licenses  might  be  adTannU 
geoas  ;  but  in  a  small  goldfield  like  Coromandel 
he  thought  £10  would  be  too  low.  The  retail 
license  at  present  for  Coromandel  was  £30, 
whilst  at  Otago  it  was  £60.  The  greatest  diffi- 
culty was  found  to  prove  an  illegal  grog-sale. 
Ko  person  was  supposed  to  sell  grog,  the  sly 
gtog-sell^  always  disposing  of  bread  or  some 
other  goods.  A  person  thus  going  into  the 
store  and  purchasing  half  a  loaf  of  bread,  the 
shopkeeper  would  then  give  him  a  bottle  of 
rum  to  drink  with  it.  He  then  paid  5s. 
for  the  bread.  His  belief  was  that  sly  grog- 
selling  would  never  be  put  down.  The  latest 
trick  practised  in  Victoria  was  by  females 
carrying  bottles  round  their  waist,  under  their 
dress.    They  travelled  thus  through  the  dig- 

ni,  and  when  a  digger  wanted  a  glass  of  rum 
uced  a  glass  from  their  pocket,  and  thus 
the  business  was  ended.  The  police  had  at 
last  discovered  the  trick,  and  one  policeman, 
catching  the  fair  saleswoman  in  the  act,  had 
olasped  her  round  the  waist  to  secure  her  and 
her  bottles,  when  the  diggers  on  the  field  cried 
out  "  A  rape  I  a  rape  I  "  seized  the  unfortunate 
policeman,  and  beat  him  off  the  field.  The 
woman  thus  got  away. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

•VACCINATION  BILL. 
The  Vaccination  Bill  was  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  to  the  HoUse  without  junend- 
ment,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  ELECTION  BILL. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Superintendents  Election  Bill.  He  said 
he  had  been  accused  of  intending  to  give  a 
preponderating  influence  to  a  class,  but  this  he 
entirely  denied. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  said  the  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  give  a  preponderating  influence  to 
property.  He  was  convinced  that,  if  the  Bill 
went  forth  to  the  country,  it  would  be  stated  on 
all  hands  that  a  class  interest  was  established. 
It  would  effect  no  real  object  of  improvement, 
be  exceedingly  unpopular,  and  cause  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  throughout  the  country.  By 
the  mode  of  election  proposed  in  the  Bill,  in 
some  of  the  provinces  where  electoral  districts 
were  numerous  the  voting  would  last  from 
three  weeks  to  a  month.  He  had  been  told 
by  an  honourable  friend  near  him  that  for 
the  Province  of  Canterbury  the  election  would 
last  for  six  months  ;  and  for  Auckland  he  could 
not  say  how  long  it  might  last.  He  did  not 
think  the  Bill  was  called  for,  unless  it  was  to 
get  rid  of  an  evil. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  he  thought  the  Bill  had 
been  drawn  up  to  suit  the  wishes  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere,  who,  if  he  remem- 
bered rightly,  had  iutroduced  a  Lieutenant- 
Governors  Bill.  According  to  the  3rd  clause 
«f  the  Bill  he  found  that  each  district  would 
Mr.  BrodU 


would,  of  course,  be  under  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor.      

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  suggested  that  ths 
Bill  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  COLENSO  spoke  in  favour  of  the  second 
reading. 

Major  RICHARDSON  Jihought  that  ths 
tendency  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  disfranchise 
the  multitude,  and  throw  the  power  of  ruling 
elections  in  the  hands  of  capitalists. 

Mr.  WILSON  repUed.  His  intention  in 
drafting  the  Bill  was  very  plain.  It  was  thU 
in  the  Bill  there  should  be  a  proper  influence 
given  to  property. 

Motion  negatived,  and  Bill  thrown  oat. 

DISQUALEPIOATION  ACT  EXTENSION 
BILL. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  the  second  readin^r 
of  the  Disqualification  Act  Extension  Bill,  snd 
explained  its  object. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  would  support  the  se- 
cond reading,  but,  when  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee, would  move  that  the  members  of  Pro- 
vincial Governments  should  be  permitted  to 
have  a  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  great  difficult  to  be  met 
with  which  rendered  disqualification  inadvis- 
able was  the  fact  that  in  many  districts  the 
class  of  persons  able  to  attend  the  House  wta- 
extremely  limited.  He  considered  that,  if  ibj 
provinciiJ  officer  were  excluded.  Superinten- 
dents of  provinces  ought  to  be  disqualified.  Bat 
a  difficulty  arose  in  this  respect :  that  by  ex- 
cluding these  gentlemen  it  would  frequenUy  be 
found  that  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the  pro- 
vince would  be  excluded.  He  regretted  that  a 
Bill  of  this  important  character  had  been  intro- 
duced at  such  a  late  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  would  oppose  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Bill,  as  there  were  several 
material  defects  in  it.  He  found  nothing  wis 
said  in  the  Bill  about  contractors  under  the 
Government  being  disqualified  from  sitting  in 
the  House  ;  nor  was  anything  said  about  mem- 
bers taking  office  as  Responsible  Advisers  going 
to  their  constituents.  Taking  the  number  d 
Superintendents,  Commissioners  of  Crown 
Lands,  Auditors,  and  others  sought  to  be  dis- 
qualified, he  found  forty  members  would  b» 
excluded.  He  would  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  WOOD  would  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  although  he  felt  that  it  could 
bo  considerably  amended  in  Committee. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  taking  ths 
whole  list  of  names  of  the  House,  nine  or  tea 
persons  alone  would  bo  found  who  would  be  free 
to  sit. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  BUI  thrown  out 

WELLINGTON  AND  HAWKE'S  BAT 
NAVAL  AND  MILITABY  SETTLEB& 
BILL. 

The  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  Bill  was  further  considered  in 
Committee,  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
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menW,  and  tiw  lepott  ordered  to  be  zeoeived 
to-morrow. 

NEW  PROVINCES   ACT   AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  the  order  of  the  day 
for  th«  committal  of  the  New  Provinces  Act 
Amendment  BiU  be  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 
The  House  divided. 


Atks,  12. 

Atkinson 

Fox 

Wilson 

Bell 

Jollie 

Wood. 

OargUl 

Richardson 

»  Teller. 

OolenAO 

RusseU 

Oimond. 

Oox 

N0M8,  11. 

Brandon 

Oillies 

Taylor,  W.  W 

Eyes 

O'Rorke 

Wells. 

Vaatherston 

Paterson 

Tetter. 

Fitsherbert 

BenaU 

Reynolds. 

Majority  for. 

1. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That  this  House  do  now 
Msolve  itself  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  RENALL  mf)ved,'  as  an  amendment, 
That  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amendment. 

Ayxa,  12. 


Brandon 

Caigill 

Eyes 

Featherston 

Fitsherbert 

Paterson 
RenaU 
Reynolds 
Taylor,  W.  W 

Noes,  11. 

Wayne 
Welb. 

Tett*r. 
O'Rorke. 

Atkinson 
BeU 
Oolnnso 
Cox 

Fox 
amies 
Jollie 
Richardson 

Wilson 
Wood. 

Tett«r. 
RusseU. 

Majority  for,  1. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed accordinigly,  at  twenty  minutes  past 
«leven  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  4th  December,  1863. 


Deeds  BegUtratlon  Amendment  Bill— First  Baadlogs 
— Tb&d  BaadinKs— Waitara  Question— Jory  Law 
Amendment  BUI. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbieer  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

PSATXBS. 

DEEDS  REGISTRATION  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  Deeds  Registration  Amendc&ent 
BiU  that  the  Conference  had  agreed  to  recom. 
mend  the  adoption  of  certain  amendments. 
Report  adopted  by  the  QonncU. 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Goldflelds  Act  Amendment  BiU,  Vaccination 
BiU,  Criminals  BUl. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Auckland    Harbour    Debenture    Act    1860> 
Amendment  BUI,  Tikokino  Reserve  BtU. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  said  that,  in  mov- 
ing; that  the  CouncU  do  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee, he  did  not  wish'  to  say  much,  because- 
the  debate,  if  it  was  to  tako  place,  could  be 
more  conveniently  taken  in  Committee,  and,!if 
that  were  agreed  to,  he  would  now  simply  move. 
That  the  Council  do  go  into  Committee  to  con- 
sider His  Excellency's  despatches ;  and  on  its 
doing  so  he  would  make  the  remarks  he  wished 
to  make  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  thought  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  honourable  member  should 
open  the  subject  in  the  full  CouncU.  The 
Council  might  not  desire  to  tako  the  preU- 
minary  step  of  going  into  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  expressed  h'is  wiU- 
ingness  to  do  so,  and  moved.  That  this  Council 
do  forthwith  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  whole  Cou^icil,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  despatches  of  His  ExceUency  Sir  George 
Grey  on  the  Waitara  question  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  CouncU  this  session  by  command 
of  His  ExceUency ;  with  a  view  of  moving,  when 
the  CouncU  was  in  Committee — (1.)  That  this- 
Council,  having  supported  the  measures  taken. 
by  His  ExceUency  the  late  Governor  of  New 
Zealand  to  repress  the  armed  interference  of 
WiUiam  King  at  Waitara,  in  order  (as  con- 
veyed in  its  address  to  His  ExceUency  of  the 
SOth  August,  I860)  effectually  to  subdue  the 
spirit  of  hostility  to  British  supremacy  which, 
unfortunately,  existed  at  Tarankki  at  the  time, ' 
considers  that  the  renewed  and  definitive  recog- 
nition by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in 
his  despatch  of  the  2Sth  August,  1863,  of  the 
justice  of  exerting  military  force  against  WU- 
liam  King  and  his  aUies  has  happily  rendered' 
it  unnecessary  for  this  Council  further  to  dis- 
cuss the  Waitara  question.    (2.)  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  the  good  faith  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  interests  of  both  races  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony,  demand  that 
the  chief  Teira  and  his  people  should  be  pro- 
tected from  possible    iUegat  aggression;  and 
that,  in  justice  to  him,  and  in  compliance  with- 
the  request  contained  in  his  petition  to  this 
Council,  the  investigatioo  into  the  title  to  the 
Waitara   Block   promised   by  Governor  Gore- 
Browne    and   by   Governor   Sir  George  Grey 
should  be  completed  at  the  earUest  practicable 
period.     He  said   the   consideration  of  these 
despatches  opened  a  wide  field  of  inquiry,  into- 
which,  at  that  moment,  he  did  not  feel  disposed 
to  enter.    He  proposed,  in  his  remarks,  to  coh- 
fine  himself  strictly  to  two  propositions:  the 
first,  that  that  Assembly  and  tne  colony  had  re- 
garded the  war  in  Toranaki  as  a  war  based  on 
the  question  of  sovereignty,  not  as  a  war  for  - 
the  acquisition  of  a  small  piece  of  land, — ih. 
contemptible  piece  of  land, — but  as  a  question  - 
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involTing  the  supremacy  of  the  Britieh  Crown. 
In  the  next  place,  ho  asked  the  Council  to  agree 
that  the  investigation  into  the  land  at  the  Wai- 
tara, which  was  repeatedly  promised,  and  which 
promises  had  been  indorsed  by  both  branches 
■of  the  Legislature,  should  be  gone  into.  At 
the  time  the  land  in  question  was  first  of- 
fered by  Teira  to  the  Governor,  the  offer  was 
made  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
of  the  Katives,  and,  amongst  others,  William 
King.  At  that  time  William  King  did  not 
claim  any  proprietary  right  to  the  land  offered 
by  Teira.  He  objected  to  the  sale,  but  be  did 
not  object  to  it  on  the  ground  of  his  possessing 
any  proprietary  right.  If  they  referred  to  some 
of  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council 
they  would  find  a  declaration  relative  to  Wai- 
tara. It  was  in  paper  E.-Ko.  2,  in  which,  at 
page  6,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  Native  Minis- 
ter asked  Teira  to  tell  him  the  story  of  the 
permission  given  by  his  father,  Tamati  Ram, 
to  William  King  to  build  his  pa  at  the  mouth 
•of  the  river.  Teira  gave  a  full  account  of  this 
transaXstioB. 

"  He  said  that  William  King  had  quite  put- 
posed  to  live  on  the  north  bank,  but  that  the 
whole  tribe  soon  got  so  alarmed  at  the  prospect 
«f  a  raid  from  Ngatimaniapoto  that  the  question 
was  proposed  for  discussion  at  general  meetings 
that  they  should  all  live  together  on  the  south 
bank  for  mutual  protection.  This  being  agreed 
to,  the  site  of  the  pas  hod  to  be  determined  ; 
and,  although  it  was  admitted  that  the  position 
■elected  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  belonged  to 
Teira  and  his  immediate  family,  it  was  ulti- 
mately agreed  by  all  to  build  the  pas  there,  as 
the  safest  position  for  the  tribe." 

That  was  in  1848,  and  whatever  claim  Wil- 
liam King  acquired  by  this  agreement  neces- 
sarily lapsed  aiter  the  term  of  three  yeals  had 
'  «xpired.  They  found,  subsequently,  that  the  Go- 
vernor for  the  time  being  gave  repeated  notices 
to  all  parties  who  had  any  claims  to  make  to 
state  their  claims,  and  that  in  case  these  claims 
proved  to  be  valid  they  would  be  respected.  To 
revert  for  a  moment  to  the  circumstances  which 
occurred  at  the  sale  by  Teira,  as  appeared  in 
the  report  of  Mr.  Farris  dated  the  16th  July, 
1860,  and  which  would  be  found  in  paper 
E.-No.  4,  they  would  see  that  Teira  put  the  fol- 
lowing question  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor: 
"  Will  you  consent  to  buy  my  land  ? "  and 
that  His  Excellency  replied,  "If  the  land  is 
yours,  I  consent  to  buy  it ; "  upon  which  Teira 
walked  up  to  His  Excellency  with  a  kaitaka 
mat  and  laid  it  down  at  his  feet,  as  a  token 
that  the  land  had  departed  from  him;  and  that 
come  Natives  present  said,  "  Waitara  is  gone," 
thereby  evincing  that  the  land  was  absolutely 
sold,  and  consequently  that  they  believed  Teira 
was  not  the  possessor  of  the  land.  He  found 
in  E.-No.  8,  page  5,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  Native  Office,  as  follows : — 

"Fkiend  Tb  Teiba,  —  Salutations  to  yon. 
Your  letter  of  the  15th  day  of  this  month  has 
"been  received,  relative  to  the  lapd  you  offer  for 
-sale.  The  Governor  consents  to  your  word — 
that  is,  as  regards  your  own  individual  piece ; 
■l>at  be  careful  that  your  boundary  does  not  en- 
S^.  Vr,  Memies 


croach  upon  the  land  of  smy  persoai  who  objects 
to  sell — that  is,  let  it  not  be  included  in  th» 
boundaries  of  tiiat  land  which  you  pnblioly 
offered  to  the  Governor  in  the  presence  of  0» 
meeting  held  on  the  8th  day  of  March." 

He  found,  on  the  same  page,  and  of  the  same 
date,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  as  follows:— 

"  Ebiend  Wibemu  Kingi,  —  Salutatians  to 
you.  Word  has  come  from  Te  Teira,  oSering 
for  sale  his  piece  of  land  at  Waitara.  Tbe 
Governor  has  consented  to  bis  word — ^that  is, 
as  regards  his  own  individual  piec«,  not  that 
which  belong?  to  any  other  person." 

Again,  in  March,  1859,  in  E.-No.  4,  there  w 
a  letter  from  Mr.  McLean,'  which  commenced 
as  follows : — 

"Pbieotjs,  chiefs  op  W.\rrABA, — ^This  is  a 
word  of  mine  to  you,  that  you  shoold  make  cIsk 
your  portion  of  land  lying  between  the  block 
which  has  been  ceded  by  Te  Teira  to  the  Oo- 
vemor.  You  know  every  man  has  a  right  d 
doing  as  he  pleases  vrith  his  portion,  aJnd  no 
man  may  interfere  to  prevent  his  exercin  of 
this  right  as  respects  his  portion,  for  the 
thought  respecting  his  own  is  with  himsell" 

Tlus  established  the  fact  that  abundant 
notice  was  given,  so  that,  if  any  claim  eooU  be 
brought  of  any  proprietary  right  by  Wilham 
King  to  the  lemd  within  the  block  that  Teia 
offered  for  sale,  he  had  ample  opportunity  for 
making  this  claim;  and  that  it  would  be  in- 
vestigated. Now,  William  King  had  never,  to 
that  hour,  distinctly  made  a  claim  to  a  pro- 
prietary right.  He  had  vaguely  said  the  Imi 
was  his ;  but  his  declaration  on  that  subject  w 
so  nearly  akin  to  the  terms  in  which  he  aasertai 
his  right,  to  the  Governor  in  February,  1859, 
that  they  could  not  regard  it  as  a  claim  to  pro- 
prieta^  right,  but  as  a  claim  to  ezerctse  oon^ 
over  the  sale  of  land  belonging  to  other  persoot, 
and  over  which  he  bad  no  title.  There  was » 
letter  in  E.-No.  3a,  page  6,  dated  "  Waitaa, 
11th  February,  1859,"  which  commenced, — 

"  Fbiend,  the  Govsrnob,  —  Salutatians  to 
you.  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  you  and  Mr. 
McLean.  Do  you  hearken  to  our  rnnangk 
respecting  the  land.  Do  you  heai±en:  tbc 
boundary  commences  at  Waitaha." 

And  then  it  went  on  to  describe  the  boundaiy 
between  Waitaha,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Ho- 
whakatino,  on  tbe  other,  as  land  belonging  b> 
Maoris.    Then  the  letter  went  on  to  say, — 

"  These  lands  will  not  be  given  by  us  into 
the  Governor's  and  your  hands,  lest  we  resembb 
the  sea-birds  which  perch  upon  a  rock.  When 
the  tide  flows  the  rock  is  covered  by  the  so, 
and  the  birds  take  flight ;  for  they  have  no  rat- 
ing-place. I  therefore  bethought  me  of  what 
was  said  in  former  times  about  holding  land. 
My  word  is  not  a  new  word,  it  is  an  old  one : 
Governor  Hobson,  Governor  Fitaoy,  and  Go- 
vernor Grey  have  all  heard  it ;  and  now  that  joi 
have  come,  0  Governor  Browne,  I  send  the 
same  to  you  that  I  have  sent  to  ibe  Oovemea 
— to  hold  back  my  land." 

Again,  the  letter  said, — 

"  If  you  hear  of  sjiy  one  desiring  to  sell 
land  within  these  boundaries  which  we  have 
here  pointed  out  to  you,  do  not  pay  any  atto- 
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tion  to  it,  because  that  .land-selliiig  system  is 
not  appi^ved  of." 

Now,  that  showed  that  William  King's  desire 
was  to  prevent  the  sale  of  land  anywhere — not 
as  it  regarded  this  piece,  but  the  sale  of  land 
anywhere.  Lookiug  at  an  earlier  period,  they 
would  see  that  the  Taronaki  Land  League  was 
in  existence  as  early  as  1817.  A  despatch' 
from  Governor  Qrey  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  the  2nd  llarch,  1847,  would  be  found  in 
B.-2,  page  2.  In  one  paragraph,  after  mention- 
ing the  defeat  of  the  Ngatiawas  by  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes  from  Waikato,  so  that  those  who 
were  not  captured  hod  to  retreat  to  the  country 
bordering  on  each  side  of  Cook  Strait,  he 
said, — 

"  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  Ngatiawa,  con- 
sisting of  about  forty  men,  returned  to  the 
home  of  their  fathers  at  Taranaki." 

The  letter  went  on  to  say  that — ■ 

"  Afiairs  were  in  this  state  when  the  Euro- 
pean settlers  came  to  Port  Nicholson.  That 
place  emd  the  surrounding  country  was  sold  to 
them  by  the  Ngatiawa  Tribe,  who  recom- 
mended the  Europeans  to  go  to  Taranaki  and 
purchase  land  from  the  Natives  resident  there. 
They  did  so." 

Again,— 

"At  this  time  portions  of  the  Ngatiawa 
Tribe  who  had  been  released  from  slavery,  as 
well  as  those  who  had  been  inhabiting  Port 
Nicholson  and  Cook  Strait,  feeling  reassured 
by  the  presence  of  the  Europeans,  and  regard- 
ing them  as  a  protection  against  their  former 
enemies,  began  to  retarn  to  Taranaki ;  and,  soon 
finding  themselves  numerically  superior  to  the 
Europeans — who  recently,  also,  had  sufierod 
some  reverses  at  Wairau  and  elsewhere,  so 
that  their  power  was  supposed  to  be  on  the 
decline — they  began  to  claim  the  whole  district, 
and  to  turn  the  Europeans  ofi  their  farms." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  first  germs  of 
the  Land  League  were  noticed  in  this  com- 
munication. They  found  that  there  were  cer- 
tain circumstances  which  had  recently  come 
to  light  with  reference  to  this  block  of  land 
which,  he  thought  the  CouncU  would  allow, 
were  precisely  stated  in  these  four  proposi- 
tions :  that  two  hundred  of  King's  people  wore 
resident  on  this  block  of  land  under  a  tribal  ar- 
nmgement ;  that  there  were  other  legitimate 
claimants ;  that  they  were  making  reserves, 
there  being  an  intention  on  Teira's  part  to 
reserve  200  acres ;  and  that  the  block  of  land 
consisted  of  980  acres,  which  was  considerably 
more  than  what  the  block  was  supposed  to  be 
at  the  time  the  purchase  was  made.  Even 
supposing  a  portion  of  this  land  belonged  to 
William  King— that  2(;0  acres  belonged  to  him 
— seeing'  that  due  notice  was  given  to  him  that 
his  claims  would  be  respected  if  made  in  the 
ordinary  way,  it  appeared  to  him  (Dr.  Henzies) 
that,  if  his  claim  should  prove  to  be  good  for 
200  acres,  that  was  no  reason  why  the  war 
was  not  properly  undertaken,  inasmuch  as  it 
had  been  proved  that  some  of  the  land  did 
belong  to  Teira,  and  that  King's  prohibition  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  of  the  land.  If  there  were 
only  five  acres  belonging  to  Teira'  it  was  sub- 


ject to  King's  prohibition.  That  Council,  in  (k 
resolution  passed  in  1860,  had  indorsed  the 
assertion  that  the  war  was  one  for  supremacy. 
They  had  found  that,  so  early  as  November, 
1860,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  referred  to  the 
war  as  one  that  was  waged  for  supremacy. 
The  date  of  the  despatch,  he  believed,  was 
the. 27th  November,  1860.  They  found,  in  a 
variety  of  addresses  sent  to  the  Governor  from 
nearly  all  the  provinces  of  New  Zealand,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  colonists  as  therein  ex- 
pressed indorsed  that  view.  They  also  had  a 
further  indorsation  of  this  opinion  in  some  late 
despatches  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and,, 
after  that,  he  thought  they  might  assume  that- 
the  opinion  was  a  correct  one.  The  same  view 
was  put  in  very  marked  terms  in  a  minute  by 
the  Ministry  dated  the  80th  April,  1863.  Then 
they  came  to  the  next  question — of  the  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  investigation.  At  the 
time  hostilities  were  suspended  in  May,  1861, 
Governor  Browne  agreed  that  full  investigation 
should  be  made  into  the  particulars  of  all  the 
claims  to  land  in  Waitara ;  and  subsequently, 
on  Sir  George  Grey  succeeding  him,  he  also 
'agreed  that  the  inquiry  should  be  gone  into ; 
and  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly. But  they  found  that  two  years  had 
elapsed  and  that  there  had  been  no  investiga- 
tion subsequent  to  the  suspension  of  hostilities 
at  Taranaki  in  1861.  This  fact  was  referred  to 
as  one  of  those  wrongs  of  which  the  Maoris 
complained.  As  he  had  already  remarked, 
whether  it  should  be  proved  that  the  full 
amount  of  land  claimed  by  Teira  or  only  a. 
small  portion  belonged  to  him,  it  was  not  more 
than  justice  to  him  that  they  should  investi- 
gate the  whole  question  and  find  out  what  did 
belong  to  him.  He  would  make  one  or  two 
remarks  on  a  latent  claim  for  200  acres,  which 
Te  Teira  said  he  intended  to  reserve.  The 
amount  of  land  bought  was  600  acres,  but  it 
turned  out  that  the  area  was  980  acres.  Now,, 
that  would  leave  an  ample  extent  in  surplusage 
for  other  claims ;  and  it  was  quite  possible  that 
other  latent  claims  besides  those  of  the  Nga- 
tiawas, even  from  Natives  at  the  Chatham 
Islands,  might  turn  up,  and  whose  olaima 
might  prove  to  be  good.  But  this  could  not  be 
said  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  abandoning 
the  purcha.so  altogether;  for  so  common  waa 
it,  in  purchasing  land  from  Natives,  for  latent 
claims  to  exist  that  honourable  members  must 
know  that  such  claims  formed  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception.  He  believed  the  practice 
had  been  in  the  Land  Office  to  provide  for  the 
possibility  of  such  latent  claims.  Now,  it  ap 
peared  to  him  that  the  abandonment  of  the 
purchase  without  going  into  the  investigation 
was  tantajnount  to  an  admission  that  William 
King  was  perfectly  right,  by  force  of  arms,  to 
keep  this  land  from  sale,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  was  a  surrender  of  the  Queen's  authority. 
He  thought  the  Council,  in  order  to  do  right  to 
Teira,  and  to  prove  its  own  consistency,  should 
agree  to  this  investigation  being  carried  out. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND  seconded  the 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Dt.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
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petition  of  Teira  to  the  Council  be  read.  He 
would  like  to  know  when  it  was  presented. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Cocncil  was  about  to 
read  a  petition  from  Teira,  when 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GILFILLAN  believed  it  was 
known  that  no  snch  petition  ever  had  been 
presented  to  that  Council. 

The  Hon.  Major  RICHMOND.— It  has  been 
laid  on  the  table  from  the  other  House. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  asserted  that  no 
X>etition  had  been  presented  to  that  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  rose  to  express  his 

•  dissent  from  the  motion  made  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Menzies,  because  it  was  most  injudicious, 
most  ill-timed,  and  most  ill-advised.    He  con- 

■  (idered  it  most  injudicious  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Responsible  Government, 
they  should  make  despatches  from  the  Go- 
vernor  to   the    Secretary   of    State   for   the 

'  Colonies  the  subject  of  discussion  in  that 
Council.     It  was  very  ill-timed,  at  the  close 

.  of  the  session,  when  their  days  were  numbered, 
and  so  many  Bills  were  awaiting  their  con- 
sideration, that  they  should  waste  the  very 
limited  time  at  their  disposal  in  the  discussion 

-of  a  question  which  could  produce  no  beneficial 
or);  practical  result.  He '  considered  it  to  be 
most  ill-advised — he  might  add,  unseemly — 
that  they  should  enter  into  a  discussion  upon 
tho  conduct  of  the  late  Governor,  the  present 
Governor,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  and  that  they  should,  as  it  were, 
arraign  them  before  the  Council  with  par- 
tisans on  each  side.  These  resolutions  ap- 
peared to  be  of  the  most  extraordinary  cha- 
racter/ ThOT  first  asked  the  Council  to  resolve 
itself  into  dommittee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the   despatches   of   His   Excellency  Sir 

'  George  Grey  on  the  Waitara  question ;  and,  if 
they  were  to  do  that,  it  would  be  clearly,  he 
supposed,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  an 
opmion  upon  those  despatches,  and  stating 
some  definite  grounds  for  arriving  at  that  opin- 
ion. But  the  resolution  expressed  a  dogmati- 
cal opinion  that  any  discussion  on  the  Waitara 

-question  was  totally  unnecessary,  and  then 
tney  proceeded  to  ask  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  question.    He  could  hardly  con- 

•  ceive  anything  more  inconsistent  than  these 
propositions.  It  was  not  his  intention,  how- 
ever, to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  so  tedious 
and  thrice-told  a  tale  as  the  Waitara  question, 
which,  for  the  last  three  years,  bad  been  so 
fully  discussed  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it  that 

.  any  one  who  desired  to  obtain  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  it  must  have  done  so,  as  also  by  the 
voluminous  documents  laid  before  that  Council. 
But  it  appeared  to  him  that  these  propositions 
were  somewhat  gratuitous.  The  fixst  proposi- 
tion asserted  that  the  war  at  Taranajci  was  a 
war  for  sovereignty.  Now,  that  begged  the 
question,  for  a  large  number  of  persons  in 
that  colony  —  and,  in  his  opinion,  some  of 
Ihe  best  informed  on  the  Native  question — 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a  war  for 
sovereignty,  but  that  it  was  connected  inti- 
mately with  the  land  question.  He  would  go 
iurthor,  and  say  that  it  was  liis  belief,  from 
the  information  he  had  on  the  subject,  Uiat,  if 
Eon.  Dr.  PoOtM 


the  same  course  had  been  pursued  in  dealing 
with  certain  tracts  of  land  at  Wellington,  tlu 
same  consequences  would  have  flowed  from  it.- 
Therefore  it  was  idle  to  assert  that  it  was  a  wit 
for  sovereignty.    The  honourable  member  had 
read  many  papers  of  very  old  date,  but  he  had 
not  referred  to  some  of  the  papers  laid  on  Um 
table  during  the  present  session.    Thej  hid  a 
statement  by  the  late  Prime  Minister  of  this 
colony  with  regard  to  this  very  question,  in 
which  the  Ministry  admitted  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  Natives  Imd  been  resident  <n 
this  block  of  land  for  a  number  of  years,  thus 
involving  tribal  claims,  although  never  made ; 
and  that  admission,  instead  of  proving  tbst 
William  King  had  no  right  to  interfere,  dis- 
proved the  position  taken  up  by  the  Hrai.  TH. 
Menzies.    It  appeared  that  this  memorandum 
contained  a  succinct  statement  of  the  case,  and 
showed  pretty  conclusively  the  fact  he  had  re- 
ferred to.    They  were  told  that  when  the  war 
began  Teira's  title  was  investigated,  and  fomid 
to  be  good ;  but  what  was  the  fact? — That  this 
question  never  had  been  investigated ;  for,  if 
so,  why  now  demand  an  investigation?    Ss 
with  reference    to    other  statements,   whidi 
seemed  to  have  been  admitted  on  the  iptt  dixit 
of  the  Government,  and  were  afterwards  fonod 
to  be  incorrect.    It  was  a  grave  qaestion,  when 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  colonists  were  it 
stake ;  and  the  issue  uiould  not  only  have  bees 
carefully  considered,  but   every  means  sbonld 
have  been  taken  to  guard  against  the  profasbility 
of  error ;  and  certamly  one  of  those  means  mt 
to  complete    the  investigation    of    the   title. 
While  he  was   free  to  confess   that  he  held 
strong  and  decided  opinions  on   this  qnestian, 
he  would  not  enter  into  any  further  ducustiaD 
of  it,  because  he  thought  it  most  ill-advised 
to  revive  the  discussion,  and  to  refer,  in  ths 
manner  in  which  one  of  these  resolutions  n- 
ferred,  to  addresses  which  had  been  adopted 
under    widely -different    circnmstcuices    from 
those    which    now    existed.      Ue    thought  it 
would  be   in   the   knowledge    of   honooraUa 
members  of  that  Council  that-the  address  of 
1860  to  the  then   Governor  wets,  in  fact,  a 
sort  of  vote  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry  tot 
the  policy  they  had  then  commenced  with  n- 
gard  to  the  Waitara,  and  which  was  adopted 
before  that  fuller  information  and  mote  oom- 
plete  statement  of  facts  was  placed  before  the 
colony  which  now  existed.    They  knew,  also, 
from  the  repeated  discussions  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  Legislature,  how  fully  this  ques- 
tion had  been  entered  into,  and  how  it  resulted 
in  the  defeat  of  a  Ministry.    He  objected  to 
the  revival  of  past  discussions,  and   to  this 
attempt  to  galvanize  into  a  ghostly  ^tate  of 
vitality  a  question  which  ought  to  bo  set  at  rest 
without  entering  into  any  discussion  on  tbe 
Waitara.    He  begged  to  move  "  the  prenou 
question." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSTO>I  secimded  «b« 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GILFILLAN  had  hoped  that 
bygones  would  have  been  allowed  to  remain 
bygones,  for  in  the  present  critical  state  of  (be 
colony  it  was  their  duty  to  lend  their  hdp  ia 
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■supporting  the  Ministiy  and  Hig  Excellency 
the  Oovemor  in  the  course  they  had  adopted 

,  for  the  sappression  o{  the  present  oniortunate 
rebellion.    The  address  that  was  referred  to  in 

-one  of  these  resolutions  was  the  only  thing 
which  had  ever  brought  on  a  debate  in  that 

'  Oonncil  on  the  Waitara  question,  for  they  had 
carefully  abstained  from  embarrassing  the  Qo- 
Temment  in  any  way,  even  to  asking  them  to 
give  aa  opinion.  With  regard  to  the  opinions 
expressed  as  to  this  being  a  war  of  supremacy, 
if  they  referred  to  Oovemor  Browne's  de- 
patches  when  the  Taranaki  war  began  they 
wonld  find  a  reference  to  the  turbulent  chief 
WiUiam  King  having  interfered  with  arms, 
but  that  he  hoped  soon  to  quench  the  rebel- 
lion. It  was  then  that  Oovemor  Browne  said, 
"  It  is  not  a  question  about  a  piece  of  land, 
but  a  question  about  supremacy."  With  all 
respect  to  him,  he  thought  the  time  for  him  to 
have  interfered  was  in  April,  1857,  when  the 
King  flag  was  first  hoisted  in  Waikato;  but, 
instead  of  which,  that  fact  was  ignored;  and 
80,  step  by  step,  it  led  to  their  present  evils. 
Miserable  conditions  of  peace  were  made,  and 
he  declared,  without  the  lesist  exaggeration,  that 
when  he  came  down  on  that  Monday  morning 

■and  heard  the  terms  of  the  truce  he  said  tu 
himself,  "Some  enemy  of  Governor  Browne 
hath  done  tiiis."  They  had  war;  they  had  had 
peace — a  miserable  peace ;  and  now  they  were 
asked  to  affirm  a  doubtful  question.  The 
Legislature  must  have  some  respect  for  itself. 
They  could  not  accept  this  form  of  vote,  and 
falsify  what  they  hed  already  done.  He  dis- 
approved altogether  of  the  course  taken — that 
of  pitting  Governor  Grey  and  Governor  Browne 
against  each  other.  They  were  both  responsible 
to  the  Queen,  and  not  to  that  Legislature. 
More  than  that,  the  whole  tone  of  the  de- 
spatches between  the  Gk>vemor  and  the  Duke 
<rf  Newcastle  had  removed  the  question  from 
the  consideration  of  the  local  -  Legislature 
altogether  —  it  was  now  between  Governor 
Grey  and  the  Imperial  Government.  Be  had 
his  own  opinions  on  this  question,  and  he 
wished  Waitara  had  never  been  toudied.  Go- 
vernor Grey  had  given  up  Waitara,  and  the 
Council  would  remember  that  he  did  so  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  two  of  his  Responsible 
Advisers.  He  did  not  blame  them  nor  the  Go- 
vernor. Great  difficulty  and  trouble  had  been 
experienced  for  two  years  in  making  peace, 
and  at  last  it  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  now 
they  had  to  make  war  again.  Let  them  rather 
sympathize  with  the  Oovemor  in  the  unfortu- 
nate termination  of  his  efforts  to  make  peace. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  felt,  in  common  with 
other  honourable  members  who  had  addressed 
the  Council  on  this  subject,  extreme  regret  that 
a  question  of  such  importance  should  have  been 
brought  before  the  Council  at  the  present  time. 
He  thought  that  neither  the  time  nor  the  place 
was  suitable.  They  were  asked,  in  effect,  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  this  re- 
solution, to  do  nothing  less  than  place  Her 
Majesty's  representative,  the  Governor  of  this 
•oolony,  on  his  trial  before  that  Council, 
4aid  to  pronounce  whether  in  hia  oommnnic*- 


tions  to  his  official  superior.  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  he  had 
stated  that  which  was  or  was  not  true.  He 
(Dr.  Pollen)  did  not  think  that  was  the  way  in 
which  English  gentlemen  would  deal  with  a 
question  of  this  kind.  He  thought  the  way  in 
which  these  resolutions  were  brought  forward — 
requiring  correotion  in  the  first  place,  and,  when 
again  brought  forward,  referring  to  a  petition  as 
presented  to  that  Council  which  never  had  been 
presented  to  it — showed  a  want  of  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
introduced  this  serious  question  to  their  con- 
sideration, and  who,  it  appeared,  did  not  know 
even  that  no  petition  hsd  been  presented  to 
that  Council.  The  honourable  member  had 
shown  a  very  singular  ignorance  of  the  whole 
question — of  the  details  and  the  whole  history 
of  the  Waitara  question.  As  had  been  pointed 
out,  the  first  resolution  was  in  contradictory 
terms.  It  proposed  to  induce  the  Council  to 
enter  into  a  large  discussion  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  no  disonssion  at  all  was  neces- 
sary. They  were  invited  to  declare,  inasmuch 
as  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  reasserted  and 
recognized  the  justice  of  such  a  proceeding 
in  reference  to  Teira's  claim,  that  therefore 
they  h8Ml  no  more  to  say  about  it.  He  was  not 
himself  prepared  to  accept  these  despatches  of 
the  Colonial  Office  as  oracles;  he  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  everything  that  appeared 
in  a  despatch  as  a  fact  because  it  was  there 
stated ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  given  them  some  other  proof  of  what  he 
wished  them  to  assert  than  what  appeared  on 
the  faith  of  official  documents  sent  to  this 
colony  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  There 
were  two  questions  to  which  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  had  alluded,  both  of  them 
very  different.  The  first  reply  of  the  Dnks  of 
Newcastle  to  Governor  Orey  gave  an  unquali- 
fied and  unconditional  appronJ  to  all  that  he 
had  done  in  the  matter  of  the  Waitard ;  and  in 
the  second  despatoh  that  approval  was  not 
restricted,  so  far  as  his  policy  was  concerned ; 
but  in  the  interval  it  wonld  appear  that  some 
kind  of  pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear  on 
his  Grace— and  those  persons  in  public  business 
knew  how  these  things  were  managed  —  and 
that  it  was  thought  necessary  in  the  next  de- 
spatoh to  say  something  or  other  which  should 
exempt  from  absolute  and  utter  condemna- 
tion Uie  x>olicy  which  appeared  to  have  been 
condemned  by  the  act  which  hia  Grace  had 
previously  applauded.  As  to  Oovemor  Browne, 
he  believed  that  the  very  best  defence  that 
could  be  mckde  for  Governor  Browne  was  that 
he  was  in  ignorance  of  certain  facts  which  had 
since  come  to  light,  and  which  facte  could  not 
be  explained  away.  The  very  highest  compli- 
ment that  could  be  paid  to  Governor  Browne 
had  been  paid  to  him  by  Governor  Grey  him- 
self, and  his  (Governor  Browne's)  very  best  de- 
fence was  that  he  did  not  know  these  facts, 
which,  when  known,  led  to  subsequent  action. 
No  one  who  knew  Oovemor  Browne  and  had 
enjoyed  his  acgnaintanee  could  have  the 
slightest  doubt  or  believe  for  a  single  moment 
that  he  required  to  be  defended  in  any  ynj. 
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arisen,  more  than  he  had  been  defended  by 
Sir  George  Grey  when  the  latter  said  that 
Governor  Browne  knew  nothing  about  these 
mew  facts.  He  was  sure  tiiat  tho&e  who  knew 
Qovemor  Browne's  honourable  oliaracter  as 
*an  EngUsh  gentleman  would  not  blame  him. 
Governor  Browne  acted  according  to  his 
lights  and  in  thorough  good  faith.  He  thought 
this  question  might  very  fairly  be  postponed 
for  a  short  time ;  he  thought  it  might  very  well 
be  left  until  peace  was  restored,  or  that  it  might 
be  left  for  even  a  longer  time.  He  bad  no  de- 
sire to  rake  up  the  ashes  of  the  past,  and  he 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  every  one  united  in 
carrying  out  to  a  successful  issue  the  efforts 
now  being  made  to  restore  peace.  He  thought 
they  could  very  well  leave  the  rest  to  bo  settled 
hereafter  at  the  bar  of  history,  to  which  the 
Governor  had  alluded  in  one  of  his  despatches 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  If  questions  of  this 
character  had  to  bo  determined,  that  was  not 
the  place,  nor  was  it  the  time,  to  determine 
them ;  and  as  to  the  defence  of  Governor 
Browne's  character — in  anxiety  to  maintain 
which  he  would  yield  to  no  member  of  that 
Council— lie  would  say  that  the  very  best  do- 
fence  which  Governor  Browne  couUl  have  was 
in  those  very  despatches  of  Governor  Grey's 
which  he  had  referred  to.  He  hepiil  the 
Council  would  adopt  the  amendment,  and  put 
an  end  to  this  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  the 
Council  was  likely  to  be  led  astray  by  some  of 
the  remarks  made,  and  he  wished  the  question 
to  be  distinctly  understood  before  tiioy  came  to 
any  vote.  His  honourable  friend  at  the  end  of 
the  table  (the  Hon.  I^Ir.  Stokes)  spoke  of  King's 
right  to  interfere ;  hut,  even  so,  it  was  the 
manner  in  which  he  hod  interfered  tliat  was  ob- 
jected to.  If  he  had  preferred  his  claim  in  the 
proper  manner  it  would  have  been  lieard ;  but 
he  preferred  his  claim  with  arms  in  bis  hand — 
vhich  was,  of  course,  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  Queen's  sovereignty,  which  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  uphold.  He  would  not 
go  through  a  long  detail  as  to  the  title  of  this 
land,  because  ha  thought  that  )iad  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Qe  had  taken  aa  active  part  in 
this  Waitara  question,  and  he  declared  most 
solemnly  to  the  Council  that  the  title  to  the 
land  never  entered  into  his  view,  but  that  it 
was  a  simple  question  with  him  whether  the 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty  had  a  right  to  enforce 
their  claims  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  in 
a  tone  of  defiance.  That  was  the  only  question 
ever  at  issue.  He  would  tell  the  Council  of  a 
little  circumstance  which  had  occurred,  as  it 
might,  perhaps,  throw  some  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. Four  or  five  years  before  the  war  William 
Naylor  cams  to  Auckland  for  the.  purpose  of 
selling  land,  and  Mr.  McLean  came  to  him 
(Mr.  Whitaker)  and  said  Naylor  wanted  to  sell 
his  land.  He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  immediately 
said,  "  Is  his  title  good  7  "  —  to  which  Mr. 
McLean  replied  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  good  or  bad.  He  (Mr.  Whitaker)  said  ho 
must  tell  Naylor  that  if  the  land  was  his  it 
would  be  purchased.  At  this  time  there  was  a 
Son.  Dr.  Pollen 


Governor  buying  land,  and  the  question  arose 
as  to  what  was  to  be  done.  He  (Mr.  Whither) 
expressed  his  opinion  then  that,  if  Naylor's 
title  was  good,  they  were  pledged  to  purchase 
his  land,  and  that  they  would  not  be  prevented, 
by  the  Ngatimaniapotos ;  and  that,  apart  from 
tliat,  whether  they  were  or  were  not,  it  any 
parties  had  claims  they  should  put  them  for- 
ward in  a  reasonable  way,  but  that  the  Go- 
vernment must  not  be  met  witli  opposition. 
He  never  went  into  the  question  of  whether 
there  was  any  title  or  not :  the  question  that 
hod  to  be  decided  in  the  first  instance  was 
whether  the  power  of  the  Govecnment  wes  to 
be  restrained  by  their  being  prevented  from 
negotiating  with  William  Naylor.  He  said 
they  had  a  right  to  buy  Naylor's  laud,  provided 
there  was  no  party  who  had  a  claim  over  it. 
Well,  the  Ngatimaniapotos,  instead  of  tokini; 
the  course  King  took,  come  into  Auckland  and 
put  in  their  claim,  and  the  purchase  was  de- 
clined. It  was  a  matter  of  inference  u;  to 
whether  King  had  a  claim  to  this  land  at 
Waitara  or  not ;  but  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  thought 
it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  but  that 
it  was  simply  and  singly  a  question  of  whether 
the  Governor  should  be  intimidated  by  a  Land 
League  from  buying  land  or  not ;  ajid,  so  long 
as  he  held  a  position  in  the  Government  of  tlie 
country,  he  was  resolved  that  he  would  never 
submit  to  any  Land  League.  He  never  was  a 
party  to  taking  a  piece  of  land  from  a  KatiTs 
against  his  will,  and  he  never  would  be  a  party 
to  taking  a  single  inch  from  them  under  sucii 
circumstances ;  but  if  a  man  come  forw'ord  and 
said,  "  You  shall  not  investigate  my  title,"  they 
could  not,  of  course,  submit  to  it — thai  was  ont 
of  the  question.  With  regard  to  Tcira's  title  to 
tlic  land,  he  believed  that  if  the  question  were 
investigated  it  would  be  found  that  Teira's  title 
was  good.  But  he  wished  to  limit  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  question  raised  here.  In  1860  it 
was  declared,  by  resolution,  in  that  Council,  and 
by  an  address  to  tlie  Governor,  that  the  acatei 
intcfferencos  of  William  King  should  be  re- 
pressed. Nowj  the  Council,  by  adopting  this 
resolution,  agreed  that  the  course  taken  by 
Governor  Browne  and  Uie  Ministry  of  the  day 
was  a  correct  one,  and  ho  held  that  they  would 
be  right  in  so  doing.  An  honourable  friend  hod 
said  it  would  be  throwing  a  slur  on  Governor 
Browne  or  some  one  else.  He  would  timply 
say  that  they  would  be  doing  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  had  pronounced 
a  decision,  and  all  that  they  were  called  npoa 
to  do  was  not  to  throw  a  slur  upon  any  one,  but 
to  express  their  satisfaction  that  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  hod  token  the  same  view  that  they 
themselves  had  entertained  in  1860.  He  (llr. 
Whitaker)  must  say  that  he  did  feel  a  pleosnre 
when,  in  looking  at  the  Duke  of  Newcs&tle'f 
despatch,  he  found  that  a  question  the  propriety 
of  which  had  been  so  much  discussed  had  it- 
coived  the  definitive  approval  of  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  ;  and  he  thought  the  Caiuicil 
might  very  fairly  say  that  they  were  satisfit-d 
with  the  decision — ^for  that  was  all  they  wi» 
asked  to  do.    He  did  not  understand  that  there 
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ms  aitj  intention  to  oast  blame  on  Sir  George 
Giey  for  giving  up  the  land  at  Waitara.  If  he 
had  been  one  of  His  Ezoellency's  Advisers  then, 
1m  probably  'woold  not  have  done  what  Mr. 
INlum  Bell  had  done ;  bat  he  would  not  have 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  land  being  given  up. 
His  policy  would  have  been  that  Sir  George 
Oiey  should  have  had  every  facility  for  settling 
the  Native  question.  That  had  been  the  policy 
ol  tite  Assembly,  and  if  he  had  been  holding 
office  at  that  tune  he  would  have  deferred  in 
opinion,  and  have  said,  "  The  policy  is  yours, 
not  mine.  I  am  here  to  see  that  yon  have  every 
facility  for  settling  the  question,  and  shall  as- 
sent to  your  giving  up  the  Waitara. "  He  was  not 
blaming  any  one  for  giving  it  up.  If  Governor 
Qrey  thought  it  was  essential  to  give  it  up,  if 
he  felt  that  it  was  a  nesessary  step,  ho  was  justi- 
fied in  taking  it ;  and,  if  he  (Mr.  Whitaker)  had 
been  called  upon  to  give  him  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  he  would  have  told  him  so.  Then 
they  caiQe  to  the  second  resolution,  that  Teira 
should  be  protected  from  aggression.  Even 
his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stokes  would  not,  he 
thought,  dissent  from  that.  No  one  would  say 
that  they  should  abandon  Teira.  The  investi- 
gation would  oost  perhaps  five  times  as  much 
as  the  worth  of  the  land ;  but  that  was  not  the 
question,  but  it  was  this  :  "  Is  Teira  an  honest 
man  or  not  ?"  Honourable  members  would  re- 
member that  aspersions  hod  been  cast  on  Teira 
by  the  Press  and  other  means.  He  might  have 
been  a  bad  man,  in  attempting  to  sell  other 
people's  land,  and  therefore  tlie  question  had  to 
be  aetermiced,  Had  he  or  had  he  not  a  right  to 
that  land  7  That  any  advantage  would  result 
to  the  colony  from  the  investigation  he  did  not 
beUeve ;  he  simply  said  it  was  a  fair  thing  that 
Teira  should  have  the  investigation.  That  was 
not  the  -^zapet  time ;  but,  when  peace  was  esta- 
blished m  the  country,  if  the  parties  would 
oome  forward  they  would  be  fairly  heeurd.  Any 
investigation  that  was  necessary  as  to  any 
claim  there  might  be  on  the  land  could  be 
made ;  but,  whettier  there  werb  an^  claims  upon 
it  or  not,  he  begged  the  Council  to  consider 
this:  that  King  had  not  put  forward  his  claim, 
if  he  had  any,  m  a  way  that  it  could  be  main- 
tained. The  Council  had  oome  to  a  certain 
resolution  in  1860,  that  had  been  confirmed 
now  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  ;  and 
it  was  not  an  unreasonable  thing  that  they 
should  affirm  that  the  Duko  of  Newcastle  had 
taken  the  same  view  that  they  had  taken  in 
1860. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  thought  it  was  not 
desirable  that  they  should  now  oommit  them- 
selves to  what  he  oould  not  bat  lecosnize  as  a 
new  qnarrel  with  the  Governor  of  the  colony. 
He  looked  upon  this  resolution  as,  in  substance, 
amounting  to  this:  Sir  George  Grey  has 
written  a  certain  despatch,  in  which  he  justi- 
fied the  surrender  of  Waitara,  certain  facts 
having  oome  to  his  knowledge  which  induced 
Um  to  take  a  view  different  from  that  taken  by 
his  predecessor ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  could  not 
bat  regard  this  resolution  as  meaning  that  they 
(the  Council)  were  taking  part  with  Governor 
Browne  and  the  late  Ministry  as  against  the 
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action  taken  by  the  present  Governor.  It 
meant,  in  point  of  fact,  that  they  asserted  that 
the  statement  mode  by  the  Governor  was  not 
entitled  to  belief  or  consistent  with  truth. 
The  Buke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  had  defini- 
tively settled  the  question ;  and  why  need  they 
farther  engage  in  it?  They  were  at  the  fag- 
end  of  the  session,  and  every  hour  they  spent 
was  lost  for  so  much  more  valuable  work. 
Agreeing  with  a  great  deal— nearly  all — that 
hod  fallen  from  the  Attorney-General,  be  did 
honestly  believe  that,  in  engaging  in  the  Tara- 
n^ki  war.  Governor  Browne  was  not  actuated 
by  a  preposterous'  notion  of  acquiring  a  littie 
block  of  land,  but  that  he  was  persuaded  that 
he  was  doing  what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  to 
the  Crown.  He  (Mr.  Sewell)  hod  always  thought, 
when  these  discussions  were  introduced,  Uiat 
the  Legislature  was  not  the  proper  place  to  try 
whether  Teira  was  tiie  rightful  owner,  or  Wil- 
liam King ;  therefore  he  had  always  abstained 
from  taUng  part  in  these  discussions.  But  ha 
wished  to  state,  on  behalf  of  Governor  Browne, 
whom  he  desired  to  protect  from  obloquy,  that, 
when  the  Waitara  question  first  arose  in  18o2,' 
he  had  a  conversation  with  Archdeacon  Had- 
field,  who  had  been  an  acquaintance  of  his  in 
his  youth,  and  whom  he  looked  upon  as  tho 
exponent  of  the  King  side  of  the  case.  The 
question  between  them  resolved  itself  into 
this :  "  Do  you  say  King  has  any  proprietary 
claim  7 "  "  Yes,  I  do,"  replied  the  Atoh- 
deacon.  "  Are  you  aware  that  there  were  re- 
serves in  the  act  of  sale  7"  That  was  a  fact 
that  the  Archdeacon  was  not  aware  of,  and 
he  admitted  that  it  opened  a  new  view  of  the 
case.  "  Have  you  heard  of  the  Ngatiawas 
making  any  claims?  if  so,  when?  and  hav» 
those  claims  been  ignored  in  former  trans- 
actions— at  the  Bell  Block,  for  instance  ?"  This 
was  the  nature  of  the  conversation ;  but,  how- 
ever, the  result  induced  him  (Mr.  Sewell)  to  go 
and  have  a  personal  interview  with  OovemOr 
Browne,  and  he  told  him  the  subject  of  the  con- 
versation ;  and  the  Governor  admitted  this  claim 
of  King  and  sent  for  Mr.  McLean.  The  Go- 
vernor said, "  Now,  McLean,  tell  rae  distinctly, 
are  there  any  claims  over  the  Waitara  Bloi^ 
except  those  for  which  provision  is  made  7 " 
And  Mr.  McLean  sud,  "There  are  no  oth^ 
claims — that  I  confidently  believe,  except  soma 
half,  one,  or  three-quarters  of  an  acre  to  one 
Native."  The  Governor  said,  too,  that  he  had 
never  intended  to  include  the  pas  of  William 
King's  people ;  and  that  was  borne  out  by  the 
fact  that  the  block  consisted  of  980  acres,  and 
only  600  acres  were  purchased ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  (Mr.  Sewell)  was  bound  to  say 
that  there  was  a  cloud  on  the  transaction 
whioh  he  oould  not  see  through.  There  did 
seem  to  be  some  intention  on  the  port  of  persons 
acting  for  the  Government  to  include  these 
lands ;  and  here  a  state  of  things  arose  which, 
he  would  submit,  it  wovild  be  wisest  for  them 
not  to  meddle  with.  He  was  of  the  same 
opinion  now  that  he  was  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  matter,  that  they  would  only  be 
involving  themselves  in  difficulty  if  they,  on 
either  side,  meddled  with  this  vexed  question. 
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He  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Menzies  not  to  press  his  motion,  which  would 
have  the  effect  oi  ranging  the  Oonncil  on  one 
side  or  on  the  other,  but  to  let  the  matter  rest 
where  it  was. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MKb^ZIES  briefly  replied,  and 
said  he  would  have  felt  more  gratified  if  the 
matter  had  been  allowed  to  pass  without  dis- 
cussion, and  in  his  own  remarks  in  opening  he 
had  shown  a  desire  to  abstain  from  discussion. 
However,  he  thought  nothing  remained  to  be 
said,  as  the  question  had  been  fully  ventilated 
by  the  remarks  of  honourable  gentlemen. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,"  That 
this  question  be  now  put." 

Ates,  la. 
Buchanan         Pillans  Russell,  Watts 

Gutfleld  Benwick  Salmon 

Lee  Biohmond         Walton 

Henzies  Bussell,  H.        Whitaker. 

NoKS,  5. 
Oilflllan  Pollen  Stokes. 

Johnston  Sewell 

Majority  for,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  went  into  Committee,  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  resolutions 
were  reported,  as  follow : —  • 

"Resolved, — (1.)  That  this  Council,  having 
supported  the  measures  taken  by  His  Excellency 
the  late  Governor  of  New  Zealand  to  repress 
the  armed  interference  of  W.  King  at  Waitara, 
in  order,  as  conveyed  in  its  address  to  His  Ex- 
43oUency  of  the  30th  August,  1860,  effectually  to 
subdue  the  spirit  of  hostility  to  British  su- 
premacy which  tmfortunately  existed  in  Tara- 
naki  at  the  time,  considers  that  the  renewed 
and  definitive  recognition  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  ii)  his  despatch  of  the  25th 
August,  1863;  '  of  the  justice  of  sxerting  mili- 
tary force  agednst  William  King  and  his  allies ' 
has  happily  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  this 
Council  further  to  discuss  the  Waitara  question. 

"  (2.)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council, 
the  good  faith  of  the  Crown,  and  the  interests 
-of  both  races  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this 
'Colony,  demand  that  the  chief  Teira  and  his 
people  should  be  protected  from  possible  illegal 
aggression ;  and  that,  in  justice  to  him,  and  in 
oomplismce  with  the  request  contained  in  his 
petition  now  before  this  Council,  the  investi- 
gation into  the  title  to  the  Waitara  Block 
promised  by  Governor  Gore  Browne  and  by 
Qovemor  Sir  George  Grey  should  be  completed 
at  the  earliest  possible  period." 

It  was  ordered,  That  these  resolutions  be 
forwarded  by  the  Speaker  to  His  Excellency  the 
■Governor,  with  a  request  that  he  will  transmit 
the  same  to  Her  Iilajesty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

JURY  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Jury  Law  Amendment  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered   in  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 
Sim.  Mr,  Sewell 


HOUSE  OF    BEPBESENTATIYE8. 

Friday,  4th  December,  1863. 

NatlTS  Affair*— Audit  Committee— Waitua  Quae- 
tion— Anekland  Beserve*  BUI— Beat  c(  GomB- 
ment— Supply— WeUinKton  Pataat  Blip  Bill— 
BaUwsy  Bin  —  WelUogton  and  Hawke'i  Bar 
Naval  and  Military  Bettten  BUI— ^!>ew  riwlituae 
Act  Amendment  BUI— Boatlilaad  WaM«  laada 
BUI.  

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  ohair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Praybbs. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATKINSON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  the  minute  of  the  SopezinteiidsBt 
of  Taranaki  upon  the  Native  difficulties,  and 
the  corr^pondence  laid  upon  the  table  at  the 
House  witb  it,  be  printed  fox  the  use  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATKINSOST,  it  was 
agreed.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  direct  the  Anditor 
of  Public  Accounts  to  furnish  a  certificate  of 
the  correctness  of  the  Colonial  Treasnrec's 
statement  of  accounts  for  the  financial  jeac 
ended  the  SOth  June,  1862;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  be  authorized  to  countersign  the  sama. 

WAITARA  QtraiSTION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mi.  WELD,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  map  of  Waitara  drawn  by  Bopoama 
te  One  be  lithographed  for  the  use  ojf  memben 
of  this  House. 

AUCKLAND  BESEEVES  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Beserves  Bill  was  considezed 
in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  d 
Supply. 

•  js  comaiTEE. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD— in  moving  the  follow- 
ing resolution  :  That  an  address  be  preeented 
to  His  Excellency,  praying  that  His  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  cause  a  som  not  ex- 
cee£ng  £25,000  to  be  placed  on  the  esti- 
mates for  the  purpose  of  carrying  oat  the 
wishes  of  this  House,  as  en>ressed  m  the  ad- 
dress presented  to  His  Excellency  on  the  96(h 
instant — proposed  to  insert  after  "  Exoelleni^  " 
the  words,  "  thanking  His  Excellency  for  his 
Message  No.  8,"  and  to  substitute  for  the  wofdi 
after  "wishes  of"  the  words  "the  Qeneial 
Assembly." 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  recognized  the  ingenuity  rf 
the  honourable  member  in  trying  to  make  the 
Governor  a  party  to  the  proceeding.  The  secood 
amendment  was  a  highly  improper  one,  as  the 
House  had  no  official  knowledge  ot  what  fasd 
passed  in  another  place. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  consented  not  to  mots 
the  second  amendment. 

The  first  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  asked  for  leave  to  insert 
"  £50,000,"  instead  of  "  £25,000." 
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Mr.  STAFFOBD  wpealed  to  the  Colonial 
Treasuzei  to  state  whether  the  QoTemment 
were  going  to  allow  their  estimates  to  be  dis- 
tnrbed  to  the  extent  o£  £50,000,  and  to  take 
that  snm  from  the  balance  due  to  the  provinces 
— for  that  was  where  it  must  come  from. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  remarked  upon 
the  mover  not  having  shown  where  the  money 
was  coming  from,  and  protested  against  money 
being  voted  in  this  way,  without  plans  and 
specifications,  or  even  a  knowledge  of  where  it 
was  to  be  spent. 

Mr.  WELD  said  that,  when  the  House  had 
said  a  thing  was  to  be  done,  it  was  the  place  of 
the  Finance  Minister  to  propose  where  the 
money  should  come  from. 

Mr.  WOOD  contended  that  the  House  ought 
to  indicate  where  the  money  was  to  come  from. 
When  he  made  his  Financial  Statement  he 
had  stated  that  the  available  surplus  was 
J£21,000;  since  which  the  Steam  Committee 
had  recommended  an  additional  expenditure 
on  interprovincial  communication  of  £16,000 
-or  £16,000.  Then,  the  Government  would  have 
to  propose  some  additions  to  the  estimates  of 
the  Judicial  Department,  amounting  to  £2,000 
■or  £3,000  more,  leaving  only  a  nominal  balance. 
The  departmental  expenditure  could  not  be  de- 
creased ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  honourable  mem- 
bers complained  of  many  of  the  items  as  in- 
mf&oient,  and  raised  instechd  of  lessening  them. 
How  was  more  money  to  be  found  ?  He  could 
not  increase  the  revenue,  and,  if  the  House  were 
unwilling  to  touch  the  provincial  three-eighths, 
he  could  not  see  where  the  £50,000  was  to  come 
from,  unless  the  deficiency  which  it  would  cause 
was  to  be  supplemented  by  a  loan ;  and  he  must 
therefore  oppose  this  resolution. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  said  his  honourable 
friend  put  himself  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
will  of  this  House,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  whole 
Legislature.  It  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard 
a  Besponsible  Minister  declaring  that  he  would 
not  carry  out  the  will  of  the  House.  Why 
should  not  this  sum  be  pierced  against  a  loan  7 
He  contended  that  such  a  proceeding  would  be 
quite  in  accordance  with  the  principle  on  which 
all  loans  were  justified — namely,  that  posterity 
should  help  to  pay  for  what  it  would  derive 
benefit  from — and  would  certainly  not  be  out 
of  place  in  a  loan  of  so  wholesale  a  character  as 
that  granted  to  the  Government  this  session. 
Or,  if  that  was  objected  to,  a  special  loan  might 
be  raised  on  purpose. 

Mr.  FOX  was  sure  that  nothing  could  have 
been  further  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  in- 
dention than  to  set  his  face  against  the  will  of 
the  House.  He  had  done  nothing  of  the  sort, 
hat  had  pointed  out  the  difficulty  that  would 
Arise  if  the  will  of  the  honourable  member 
for  KUesmere  should  become  the  will  of  the 
House.  His  colleagues,  though  differing  in 
opinion  from  himself,  were  prepared  to  carry 
out  honestly  and  fully  the  wish  of  the  House  in 
this  matter;  but  it  was  of  no  use  the  House 
voting  money  in  excess  of  revenue,  if  they  did 
sot  also  provide  for  obtaining  the  money. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  argued  that  the  House  were 
too  much  in  a  hupy  in  takiqg  this  step,  before 


they  knew  where  the  site  of  the  new  capital 
would  be. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  ooztsidered  that  what 
this  House  was  now  engaged  in  was  a  simple 
matter  of  form.  The  House,  having  already 
requested  the  Governor  to  do  something,  which, 
in  return,  he  had  promised  to  do,  had  only  now 
to  request  him  to  place  the  necessary  sum  of 
money  on  the  estimiates :  if  they  did  not  do  this 
the  Gfovemor  would  spend  the  money  all  the 
same.  He  had  not  indicated  the  source  from 
which  it  was  to  be  taken,  because  he  thought 
that  a  matter  of  detail  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  oould  deal  with  better  than  he  could. 
He  thought  there  was  not  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty about  raising  the  money. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLUMSON  said  the  expense 
of  the  erection  of  these  buildings  should  be 
paid  by  the  province  in  which  they  were 
erected;  for  he. contended  that,  except  in  that 
province,  posterity  would  not  in  the  least  be. 
benefited  by  the  erection  of  these  buildings. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  the  Government  had  no 
intention  of  endeavouring  in  any  way  to  over- 
throw the  expressed  wish  of  the  House  on  this 
question,  and  the  honourable  member's  motion 
was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  one  that  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  out  without  doing  what  had 
not  been  done  before  in  their  financial  afiairs — 
either  causing  the  estimates  to  show  a  large 
deficit,  or  placing  a  loan  on  the  revenue  side  of 
the  estimates. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  said  he  had  not  meant 
the  general  estimates,  but  he  held  that  no  loaa 
should  ever  be  authorized  without  estimate  for 
the  way  in  which  it  should  be  spent.  He 
would  supplement  his  resolution  by  an  indica- 
tion of  how  the  money  should  be  provided,  bnt 
he  would  like  to  have  it  done  in  the  way  which 
the  Government  thought  best.' 

Mr.  STAFFOBD  said  he  should  propose  a 
substantive  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
surplus  revenue  payable  to  the  provinces  ought 
not  to  be  interfered  with  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that  he  had  not  understood 
that  the  honourable  the  mover  vrished  to  provide 
this  money  by  loan ;  but  what  he  (Mr.  Wood)  - 
had  objected  to  was  the  disturbance  of  iba 
estimates  in  the  way  proposed  in  this  resolu- 
tion. The  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt  he  considered  totally  unjustified 
by  any  conduct  he  had  ever  shown  in  this 
House,  and  he  called  on  that  honourable  mem- 
ber either  to  substantiate  or  withdraw  titi ' 
charge. 

Mr.  BBODIE  said  the  real  object  of  this 
resolution  was  to  prevent  the  constituencies 
sweeping  away  determinations  come  to  this 
session  which,  he  contended,  did  not  represent 
the  sense  of  the  country.  He  therefore  op- 
posed it  on  that  ground,  as  well  aa  on  financial 
grounds. 

Mr.  BBANDON  made  some  remarks  in  do- 
fence  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  THOMSON  expressed  his  surprise  at  so 
much  time  being  spent  in  talking  on  the  subject* 
when  business  was  far  in  arrear. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  was  vrilling,  after  the 
explanations  which  had  been  made,  to  withdraw  < 
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tbe  expression  complained  of  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer. 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  leave  be  fqnnted  to  omit  the  flguree 
'  £35,000,'  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lien  thereof 
'  £50,000.' " 

Ates,  SS. 
Brandon  JoUie  Walker 

Cargill  Monro,  D.  Wavne 

Cox  Paterson  Weld 

Domett  Beynolds  Welk 

Eyes  Bhodes  Wilkin. 

Peatherston      Bichardson 
Pitzherbert       Taylor,  W.  W.  Tiller. 

Fox  Thomson  PitzGerald. 

N(»8,  18. 
Biodie  MaeoQ  WiUiaanson,J&o 

Bntler  BtisseU  Wood. 

Oolenso  Taylor,  0.  7. 

Gillies  Vogel  TtH»r. 

Oraham,  Q.       WUliamscm.JasO'Heill. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Leave  granted,  and  alterati<»  made  ac- 
cordingly;^ 

Mr.  FITZQERALD  farther  altered  the 
motion  by  inserting  the  woid  "  expended " 
instead  of  the  words  "  placed  on  the  estimates," 
and  by  the  addition  of  the  w(H:ds,  "  such  money 
to  be  raised  either  by  Exchequer  bills  or  taken 
out  of  the  loan  already  authorized  by  this 
House,  as  the  Government  shall  find  it  con- 
venient." 

Itlr.  STAFFORD  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  *'  That," 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  follow- 
ing :  "  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
having,  in  his  Financial  Statement,  estimated 
that,  after  providing  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
General  Government  for  the  current  financial 

J  ear,  the  sum  of  £226360  would  be  available  to 
e  handed  over  to  the  provinces,  and  a  private 
member  having  now  moved,  in  Committee  of 
Snpply,  that  the  sum  of  £SO,000  be  added  to 
the  expenditure  for  the  current  year,  this  Oom- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  it  would  dangerously 
interfere  with  the  many  nsefnl  public  works 
ondertaken  in  the  respisotive  provinces,  and 
absolutely  necessary  for  their  welfare,  to  take 
the  above  sum  from  the  funds  which  they  had 
been  assured  they  would  have  to  expend." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  question, 
••>That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand 
part  of  the  question. 

Brandon 

Cargill 

Cox 

Eyes 

Featherston 

Fitzherbert 

Pox 

Harrison 

VUms,  14. 
Biodie  Gillies  O'Neill 

Butler  Graham,  G,      RusseU 

Oolenso  Mtwon  Taylor,  0. 7. 

Afr.  FiUhtiiert 


Atxs,  2S. 

Jollie 

ThomsMi 

Monro,  D. 

Walker 

Ormond 

Wayne 
Weld 

Paterson 

Reynolds 

Wells 

Rhodes 

Wilkin. 

Richardson 

Tetttt. 

Tayior,  W.  W. 

FitzGerald. 

Vogel  WilHaiTixm^ne      TtOtt. 

Williamsoii,JasWood.  Stafkwd. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  proposed,  as  anotheraaMod* 
ment,  to  add  the  words,  "  but  oo  stich  expen- 
ditore  shall  take  place  until  after  the  nexfe 
general  election." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  qnestiaB, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  •» 
added." 

Ayss,  14. 
Biodie  Mason  Williamson,  Jas 

Butler  O'Neill  WilHainenn,Jni> 

Oolenso  Bossell  Wood. 

Gillies  Taylor,  0. 7.  TeOer. 

Graham,  G.       Togol  Stafford. 

Noes,  2S. 
Brandon  Harrison  Thomacn 

Cargill  Jollie  Walker 

Oox  Monro,  D.         Wayne 

Eyes  Ormond  Weld 

Featherston      Paterson  WeUs 

FitzGerald        Reynolds  Wilkin. 

Fitzherbert        Bhodes  TtOer. 

Fox  Taylor,  W.  W.  Richardson. 

Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  moved,  as  a  foitiier  aaoMsid- 
ment,  to  add  the  words,  "and  that  sack 
money  shall  not  be  expended  tmtil  ttie  d«eisiaK 
of  the  three  Commissioners  shall  have  csoaivied 
ratifloatioD  by  Her  Majesty." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved,  aa  a 
further  amendment,  to  add  the  w<xds,  "  bvt 
that,  oonsidaring  the  present  finan<riaJ  eoB- 
dition  of  this  country,  uid  the  neoeenty 
for  raising  large  sums  of  money  by  loaa 
to  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  tiie 
colony,  before  proceeding  to  invite  His  Exoal- 
lenc^  to  send  down  any  estimate  for  de- 
fraymg  the  expenses  of  establishing  the  seat 
of  Gk)venm>ent  somewhere  in  Oo^  StEait» 
provided  the  Commissioners  nominate 
report  in  favour  thereof,  it  is,  in  the 
of  this  C<Hnmittee,  desirable  that  Bis 
lencyshoold  be  requested  to  refer  th«  wiiola 

auestion  relating  to  the  seat  of  Gownment  of 
liese  Islands  to  the  consideration  and  d«ciaiaB 
of  Her  Majesty ;  and  that,  in  the  me«atiBie, 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  wishra  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Middle  Island  for  a  better  adminia- 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Goieral  Govern- 
ment in  that  Island,  an  address  be  presented 
to  the  Governor,  praying  His  Exoellencj  to 
make  provision  for  the  necessary  tacpmmm  lot 
an  establishment  suitable  for  a  Lieatanaot- 
Govemor  and  an  Executive  Connoil,  to  leaids 
in  and  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Qenenl 
(Government  in  ths  Middle  Island." 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  qoestiaa, 
"  That  the  vroids  proposed  to  be  added  ba  a» 
added." 

Atbs,  U. 
Brodie  O'Neill  WiUiainsan,7is 

Oolenso  Russell  Wood. 

Graham,  O.       Stafford  TtXler. 

Mason  Taylor,  C.  J.  .  WillianMasi,;a» 
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OugiU 
On 

Teathenton 

fitzOenJd 

Fitsbecbect 

vox 

Bftnuon 


JoUie  JUmeuon 

Monro,  D.  '^ogel 

Onnond  Wtukec 

Patenon  Wayne 

Reynolds  Weld 

Rhodes  Wells. 
Riobudson  T»Uar. 

Taylor,  W.  W.  Bzaadon. 


Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  original  motion  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  That  a  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  Hie  Governor,  thanjdng  His 
Exoellenoy  for  Ihs  Message  No.  8,  and  praying 
that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £50,000  to  be  en>ended  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  this 
Hotise,  as  expressed  in  the  address  presented 
to  His  Excellency  on  the  26th  instant:  such 
money  to  be  raised  either  by  Exchequer  bills, 
or  taken  out  of  the  loan  already  authorized  by 
this  House,  as  the  GoTemment  shall  find  it 
<sonvenient." 

SUPPLY. 

The  Committee  then  went  into  oonsidaiatio& 
of  the  estimatee. 

Depcurtment  of  CommiasiaDMC  of  Costoms, 
£1,276,  agreed  to. 

Postal,  £80,030. 

Hr.  STAFFORD  made  some  remarks  in 
oondemnation  of  the  plan  adopted  this  year 
and  last  in  aitaoging  toe  estimates,  sepazating 
the  eiiienditnte  into  general  and  provincial, 
and  arranging  the  latter  onder  the  heads  of  the 
several  provinces  to  which  they  belonged.  He 
•lao  wished  to  know  why  a  resolution  passed 
last  session  on  the  subject  had  not  been  com- 
plied with. 

Mr.  WOOD,  with  reference  to  the  latter 
sabject,  said  the  Government  heid  nothing  to  do 
with  making  up  the  Journals  of  the  House,  and 
were  surprised  at  finding  that  the  resolution  had 
not  been  carried  out.  He  defended  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  estimates  as  in  accordance  wiUi 
the  mode  in  which  the  public  accounts  were 
xeqnired  to  be  made  out.  In  answer  to  the 
bonomrable  member,  he  might  say  tliat,  if 
Hhe  arrangement  s^ken  of  oy  Mr.  Ward  in 
fais  last  letter  rela&ve  to  the  Panama  route 
were  carried  oat,  it  would  undoubtedly  knock 
ofi  part  of  the  services  provided  for  in  this 
eetimate.  Till  thev  knew  exactly  what  the 
azxangement  was,  tbe  Government  could  not 
8»y  if  they  would  ratify  it ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  Mr.  Ward  had  exceeded  his  authority. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  House,  and  cer- 
tainly not  th^  Government,  had  intended  that 
iiba  existing  service  should  be  abolished. 

Postal,  £80,080,  agreed  to. 

Militia,  £25,000,  read. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  suggested  that  this  vote  be 
powtponed  till  the  Government  sent  down 
estimates  of  this  expenditure. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  that,  if  the  House  desired  it, 
the  Government  would  send  down  such  eeti- 
xnates  of  the  Militia  expenditure  as  they  could ; 
imt  the  vote  had  been  placed  in  its  ptesent 


form  in  oanseqnanoe  of  the .  House  havin* 
resolved  that  the  Militia  of  the  Middle  Isltml 
should  be  trained,  of  the  expense  of  which 
it  would  be  impossible  at  present  to  give  |i 
detailed  estimate  that  would  be  at  all  satit- 
factory. 

Some  further  lemaifa  having  been  made  <m 
the  subject, 

Mr.  RUSSELL  explained  that  this  amoaitt 
was  for  the  ordinary  peace  establishment  of  the 
Militia  in  the  country,  together  with  about 
£5,000  which  might  be  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ordnance. 

Mr.  WOOD  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the 
existing  staff,  and  explained  how  the  proposed 
amount  had  been  calculated  from  that. 

Total,  Militia,  £25,000,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneons,  £9,680  Ss.,  agreed  to. 

Amounts  chuged  provindklly  were  then 
agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WOOD,  it  was  resolved, 
That  there  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  cost  of  a  oontributicn  to  the  New  Zea- 
land Exhibition  of  1866,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£4,000. 

The  additional  estimates  for  the  year  1668-64, 
sent  down  in  His  Excellency's  Message  No.  10, 
were  then  agreed  to. 

Supplementary  estimates  for  the  year  ended 
the  30th  June,  1862, amounting  to  £1,672  5s.  4d., 
were  agreed  to. 

Supplementary  estimates  for  the  year  endsi 
the  SOth  June,  1863,  amounting  to  £37,616 
13b.  lOd.,  were  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

WELLINOTON  PATENT  SLIP  BILL. 

The  Wellington  Patent  Slip  Bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Railway  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

wellington  and  hawkb's  bat 
naval  and  mh.itaby  settlers 
Bill. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay 
Naval  and  Militaiy  Settlers  Bill  was  adopted 
by  the  House,  uid  the  Bill  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

NEW  PROVINOES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  consideraticai  of  the  New  Provinces  Act 
Amendment  Bill. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

SOUTHLAND  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
Mr.  DILLON  BiBLL  moved.  That  the  South- 
land  WMte  Lands  Bill  be  bow  ami  a  second 
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The  Honse  diTided. 

Ayzs,  I5> 
Atkinson  Beynolds  Weld 

Biodie  Biohaidsoa       Wilkin 

OargiU  Thomson  Wilson. 

Cox  Vogel  TaU»*. 

JoUie  Wayne  Bell. 

Fatet8on 

KOES,  i, 

Oolenso  ■o^.^m  TeOtn 

Pox  ^maOL  (jiiij^ 

Majority  for,  11. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered:  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leaTe  given  to  tit 
again. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock  ajn.  nntil  Saturday  at  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Saturday,  Sth  December,  1863. 

Blnfl  Barbour  and  tnTeroarglll  Ballway  Bfll— Anek- 
lutd  and  Drory  Bailmy  Bill— Bank  of  Otago 
(Limitod)  BUI— Meaaage  trom  His  BzoeUenoy— 
Third  Beading— Ftrsf  Beading- Hazino  Board 
Bm. 


The  Hon;  the  Sfxaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

PBA.T1EB8. 

BLUFF  HABBOUB  AND  INVEECAEQILL 
BAUiWAY  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIBS  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Blnfi 
Harbour  and  Invercargill  Bailway  Bill.  The 
alterations  made  by  the  Committee  having 
been  read,  he  gave  a  short  outline  of  the 
objeeta  of  the  Bill,  and,  having  pointed  out 
tika  requirements  of  the  distriot  through  which 
the  railway  was  proposed  to  pass,  moved  for 
the  adoption  of  the  report. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WmTAKEB  said  thabthe 
Committee  had  prescribed  the  pace  and  time  at 
which  trains  should  travel,  but  bad  appointed 
no  penalty  for  the  breach  of  rules.  They  had 
also  allowed  the  railway  to  out  off  the  frontage 
of  certain  allotments.  This  should  not  be  per- 
mitted. He  therefore  moved,  That  the  Bill  be 
Bent  back  to  the  Committee  for  the  insertion  of 
the  required  clauses. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

AUOKLAim  AKD  DBtTBY  BAILWAY 
BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Auckland  and  Drury  Bailway  Bill  was  adopted 
hy  the  Council. 

BANK  OF  OTAGO  (LIMITED)  BILL. 
The  Council  then  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bank  of  Otage  (Limited)  BtlL 

zx  oomi  I'jft'Mi. 
.   The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  axplainai  (he  prin- 
oiplea  of  the  Bill.  He  said  that  the  CommiktM 


had  taken  the  same  view  of  the  matter  as  tiia 
other  Honse  and  said  that  the  rexpactaUi^ 
of  the  sharehMders  commended  it  to  favoor- 
able  consideration.  This  bank  was  on  asiaibc 
principle  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  B  «a* 
founded  on  the  principle  of  limited  liaUity. 
Till  1859  banks  were  not  like  other  janit4toidc 
companies ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  fotmad 
on  the  principle  of  limited  liability.  (He 
read  an  extract  from  McCoUooh's  wodc  by  na 
means  favourable  to  the  principle,  and  ezpna- 
ing  an  opinion  that  very  few  persona  voold 
trnst  their  money  to  a  bank  with  limited  lia- 
bility.] He  (Mr.  Sewell)  disliked  thepcinciida, 
but,  if  we  must  have  banks  on  that  prindpla, 
we  must  hedge  them  round  with  all  due  pe- 
cautions.  In  England,  besides  the  liabili^  ta> 
double  the  amount  of  their  shares,  they  wets 
also  liable  to  the  full  amount  of  the  issne  of 
their  notes.  He  thought  that  the  same  pna- 
ciple  ^ould  be  ewlopted  here,  especially  as  n 
many  of  the  notes  fell  into  the  hands  tt  the 
lower  classes.  The  principle  of  ineorpontiiig 
'  these  banks  he  thought  bad.  The  shareholdes 
acted  in  their  aggregate,  not  in  their  indiridml 
capacity..  In  a  joint^tock  company  every  indi- 
vidual shareholder  was  liable.  He  thonghtUut 
these  banks  should  not  be  inoorpoisted.  S» 
pose  a  creditor  of  £1>,000,  where  was  his  remeay 
if  the  bank  failed?  All  the  assets  would  te 
and  he  would  have  to  find  oat  sums 


shareholders  from'  whom  he  could  recoror  tha 
amount. 

The  Hon.  JSr.  STOKES  concurred  in  tha 
views  expressed  by  his  honourable  fnend,  sod 
thought  that,  for  the  protection  of  the  oomma- 
nity,  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  plac* 
the  pai>er  currency  of  the  colony  on  a  saaai 
basis.  In-  the  former  period  of  Sir  Oeng* 
Grey's  government  of  the  colony,  in  oida  to 
effect  this  object,  at  the  suggestion  of  lord 
Grey,  who  waa  then  Secretary  for  (he  Colonies, 
a  bank  of  issue  was  establisbed  on  the  i*iB- 
ciple  that  before  each  note  was  issued  its  vahu 
in  specie  was  paid  into  the  b«uik.  At  that  tia* 
the  circulation  of  the  colony  was  very  limited 
compared  to  what  it  was  at  present.  The  bank 
was  found  to  woi^  well,  and  to  pay  all  its  ex- 
penses, and  leave  a  surplus  towards  the  geasnl 
revenue.  The  bank  was  afterwards  abolisbsd. 
but  he  thought  the  public  had  a  ri^t  to  eqaal 
guarantees  as  to  the  notes  in  cironlation  as  tboat 
which  that  bank  afforded.  At  the  same  time,  fa* 
tiiought  it  weuld  be  acting  unfairly  and  par- 
tially towards  this  bcmk  to  place  it  under  reatoie- 
Mons  to  whioh  the  other  banks  were  not  liabl*. 
For  this  reason,  he  should  prefer  to  see  a 
general  law  introduoed  by  the  QovemTnmt. 
which  should  place  all  the  banks  jn  this  odo? 
under  the  restrictions,  with  re^>eet  to  thor 
notes  in  circulation,  imposed  by  the  Sn^iik 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  the  Coondl 
had  infringed  a  Standing  Order  by  ctauidMiif 
a  private  Bill  in  a  Committee  of  tiis  f^ol* 
House.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  thouriit  it  wm 
quite  in  order  to  disonss  the  Kll,  and,  if  iltei» 
tions  were  required,  the  Bill-  mvatf  be  isfciiw 
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lack  to  the  Select  Comauttee.  A  oommnniok- 
tion  had  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  which  contained  the 
minion  of  the  Attomey-Qeneral  and  Solicitor- 
General  of  England  on  the  sabject  of  banks  of 
this  description.  This  despatch  had  been  pub- 
lished in  iba  Qovenunent  QautU  of  the  23rd 
M»,  1863. 

llie  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  that  the  laws 
relating  to  banking  in  the  colony  should  be 
assimilated  to  the  English  laws,  as  the  banks 
here  were  under  the  colonial  law  alone.  He 
was  ready  to  agree  to  the  present  report,  but 
thought  Uiat  some  general  law  should  be  passed 
on  the  subject.     

The  Hon.-  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved,  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Select  Committee  to 
insert  a  clause  corresponding  with  the  182nd 
clause  of  "  The  English  Banking  Companies 
Act,  1862." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STOKES  thought  the  intro- 
duction of  the  former  clause  would  bo  unfair 
to  this  bank,  as  having  to  compete  with  other 
banks  not  having  such  restrictions ;  but  thought 
some  general  legislation  on  the  subject  very 
desirable. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Cntfield 

Lee 

Menzies 


AxxB,  7. 
Kenwick 
Bichmond 


Bnssell,  Watts 
Whitaker. 


Noes,  7. 
Russell,  H. 
Sewell 


Buchanan         Russell,  H.       Stokes 
Johnston  Sewell  Walton. 

Pillans 

The  number  being  equal,  the  Chaibmah  gave 
his  casting-vote  with  the  "  Ayes." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER, 
it  was  agreed.  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Select  Committee  to  insert  a  clause  providing 
that  the  Act  is  granted  subject  to  any  future 
legislation  of  the  General  Assembly. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  Bill  be  referred 
back  to  the  Select  Committee. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

MESSAGE  PROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

Message  No.  10  was  received  from  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  transmitting  a  copy  of 
an  address  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
relative  to  the  position  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  colony  [vidt  page  926,  ante] ,  and 
his  reply  thereto. 

THIRD  READING. 
Jury  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

FIRST  READING. 
Wellington   and   Hawke's   Bay  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  Bill. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Marine  Board  Bill  was  considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Council  with- 
out amendment. 
.    The  Council  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Bth  DeeenO^r,  1863. 


Bni 


ijmljr— Deeds  BagUtraUon  Amendment  BUI— Fink 
Beadinc— Waltara  Qnestion— New  Prorineet  Aet 
Amendment  Bill  —  Gtovemment  BoUdinga  — 
BopplV— TikoUno  Baurve  BUI— Order  of  Basi- 
neea— Baprasantation  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeakxb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbaxzbs. 

SUPPLY. 
A   resolution  previously   adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  reported  to  the  Hoas», 
and  agreed  to. 

DEEDS  REGISTRATION  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
It  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  amendments 
made  by  the  House  m  the  Deeds  Begistraticn 
Amendment  Bill  that  the  Committee  hftl 
agreed  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  Mk 
amendment. 

FIRST  READING. 
Civil  List  BUI. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 

ASJOUBNED  DKBATX. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  foi  re> 
Btmiing  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  for 
a  Select  Committee  to  consider  His  Excel- 
lency's Message  No.  7,  and  Mr.  Weld's  amend- 
ment thereto, 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enlarge  upon  the  observations  that  he 
had  made  when  moving  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  question  should  be  adjourned. 
He  had  been  influenced  by  the  hope,  when  he 
made  that  resolution,  that  time  for  mature 
deliberation,  for  second  thoughts,  might  be  ob- 
tained, and  that  the  House  might  in  the  mean- 
time be  able  to  come  to  some  agreement  by 
which  two  objects  might  be  secured.  He 
had  believed  that  the  House  would  escape 
the  unsatisfactory  alternative  of  having  to 
take  part  in  the  debate  on  the  whole  Waitara 
question,  which,  if  commenced  and  done  full 
justice  to,  would  have  occupied  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  which  it  was  quite  evident  the 
House  was  not  inclined  to  anord ;  and,  by  the 
temporary  lull  which  would  be  secured  by  the 
adjournment,  the  House  would  see  the  impro- 
priety of  entering  into  a  controversy  with  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  question.  As 
for  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  whole 
question,  he  must  declare  himself  opposed  to 
It,  as  he  could  not  think  for  one  moment  that 
any  new  facts  had  been  disclosed.  All  the 
facts  alluded  to  were  fully  known,  and  fre- 
quently reiterated  in  the  House ;  and,  so  far, 
he  considered  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that  theysaw  no  reason  to  change  their  minds. 

Kr.  GILLIES  said  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  had  given  them  time  to  think  calmly 
over  the  position  in  which  the  House  was 
placed ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  felt  that 
the  House,  by  its  previous  resolution  and  by 
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the  message  of  His  Ezoellency,  wete  placed  in 
that  position  that  the  Hoase  most  answer  His 
Excellency's  message.  Thev  ooald  not  lay  it 
aside  —  they  could  not  posh  it  over  and  say 
nothing  about  it.  It  would  be  disxeepeotfnl  to 
His  Excellency  as  well  aa  dishonourable  to  the 
House  were  they  to  attempt  to  do  so.  He  also 
thought  that  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Select 
Committee  in  the  present  stage  of  the  session 
.wonld — he  did  not  say  in  intention,  but  honour- 
able members  must  see  that  the  efiect  of  re- 
ferring the  question  to  a  Select  Committee, 
whose  report  would  be  brought  up  and  debated 
-in  the  Houm — ^would  have  the  efieotof  shelving 
.the  question  and  giving  no  answer  to  His  Excel- 
lency, or  at  least  not  an  answer  which  the  whole 
Houbd  would  have  given.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  most  be  felt  that  the  House  was  j^aced  in  a 
painful  position  in  regard  to  His  Excellency 
•nd  the  effect  of  any  resolution  which  the  House 
aoight  pass,  entering  into  a  controversy  with 
His  Excellency  upon  the  details  or  facts  con- 
nected with  the  VVaitote  question.  He  thought 
•very  member  of  the  House  must  feel  how  un- 
desirable it  would  be  to  place  themaelvies  in 
that  position — to  enter  upon  a  controversy  on 
the  subject,  to  debate  the  matter  with  His  Ex- 
cellency. But,  at  the  same  time,  the  House 
had  already  deliberately  expressed  an  opinion 
which  it  could  not  well  recede  from :  it  could 
not  go  back  from  the  opinion  already  ex^ietaod 
that  there  were  facts  or  statements  m  His- 
Excellency's  despatches  which  might  be  con- 
troverted or  supplemented  —  which  had  been 
•ocepted  by  His  Excellency  without  due  exami- 
nation into  their  correctness.  They  had  heard 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  kay  that 
he  did  not  believe  any  new  facts  had  been  dis- 
closed, and  he  (Mr.  Oillies)  expected  other 
honourable  members  would  be  found  of  the 
same  opinion.  By  the  leave  of  the  House 
he  would  propose  an  amendment;  and  he 
hoped  —  from  having  received  the  assent  of 
many  honourable  nien^bers-^the  House  would 
approve  of  the  intention  he  had  in  view  — 
namely,  to  avoid  going  into  the  Waitara  de- 
bate, avoid  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  to 
really  no  purpose,  avoid  raising  any  unpleasant 
feelings  between  His  Excellency  and  the 
House ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  do 
justice  to  the  House  and  His  Excellency  as 
'well.  He  was  sure  that  the  House  would  give 
liim  credit,  and  that  every  honourable  member 
in  tlio  House  would  give  every  other  honourable 
member  in  the  House  credit,  for  avoiding,  as  he 
was  sure  every  honourable  member  would  en- 
deavour to  avoid,  placing  His  Excellency  in  the 
painful  position  of  having  a  controversy  with 
the  House,  or  that  House  in  the  position 
of  having  a  controversy  with  His  Excellency. 
With  this  view,  he  would  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  omit  all  the  words  after  tiie  word 
"  That,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  following : 
"  this  House— having  had  under  its  considera- 
tion the  message  of  the  Governor,  No.  7, 
in  which  His  Excellency,  in  reference  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  25th  November, 
requests  to  be  informed  which  of  the  state- 
xnants  therein  referred  to,  this  House  is  prepared 
Jtr.GiOiM 


to  controvert,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  dow 
so  —  resolves  that  this  House,  in  sappoitin( 
the  measures  of  Governor  Browne,  did  so  en 
the  ground  that  the  quarrel  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  William  £ing  waa  clearly  atst  as 
to  title  to  land,  but  as  to  whether  the  oonzM 
taken  by  him  was  justifiable,  and  the  teaort  to 
arms  by  him  and  his  allies  in  defence  of  that 
course  compatible  with  the  Queen's  sovereignty. 
That,  on  the  other  hand,  it  aroears  to  ttua 
House  that  the  tenor  of  His  ExcelleBey's 
despatches  on  the  Waitara  question  leads  to 
the  inference  that  the  qnarrel  was  one  as  to 
land,  and  not  as  to  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty. 
That  this  House  adheres  to  its  former  opinion, 
and  controverts  the  accuracy  of  the  vazioos 
statements  by  which  it  appears  that  His  Exoet 
lency  has  been  led  to  take  an  opposite  view, 
and  especially  those  statements  which  are  n- 
ferred  to  in  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  dPKratrh 
of  the  25th  August,  1868."  It  would  be  aaen 
that  the  position  taiken  up  by  the  House  was, 
that  the  dispute  between  ibe  Government  and 
William  King  was  not  as  to  land,  and  that  His 
Excellency  had  been  misled  by  statements. 
They  did  not  state  they  controverted  Bk 
Excellency's  statements,  for  he  knew  nothing 
but  from  information  he  had  received;  bat 
thej  did  controvert  many  of  the  statenients 
which  had  led  His  Excellency  into  a  p—ition 
which  they  believed  to  be  an  erroneous  one. 
H9  therefore  submitted  the  amendment  to  ths 
House,  seeing  that  it  might  be  the  means  ci 
settling  the  question.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  go  inio  the  question,  because  he  was  sua 
that,  in  opening  that,  they  would  enter  into  as 
endless  business.  He  therefore  trusted  honoor- 
able  members  would  allow  the  amendment  to 
pass  the  House  unanimously. 

Mr.  FOX  said,  before  proceeding  to  stat* 
what  course  he  should  feel  inclined  to  pnrsna 
in  regard  to  the  question  before  the  Honse  he 
would  take  occasion  to  set  right  an  error  wliieb 
appeared  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  c.ty. 
He  did  not  generally  notice  cases  of  misreport. 
ing,  because  he  could  well  conceive  the  di&- 
culties  encountered  whilst  papers  were  printed 
so  frequently  in  the  city,  and  with  the  neees- 
sity  of  attending  to  military  duty.  But  tbars 
was  a  misstatement  of  what  he  said  the  other 
day  in  reference  to  the  Waitara  question  so 
completely  and  entirely  the  reverse  of  what  he 
did  say,  that  he  had  felt  bound  to  call  attentioa 
to  it.  It  appeared  in  the  report  in  the  Htm- 
Zealemder,  wl)ich  he' had  read  that  morning, 
wherein  he  was  made  to  say  that  "  the  poaitian 
of  the  Ministry  in  1860  was  one  of  impregnate 
security."  Honourable  members  would  weQ 
remember  what  he  had  said  in  the  Hoose — 
would  recollect  that  he  had  stated  exactly  ths 
reverse — the  podtion,  in  fact,  of  the  "  auaootf,^ 
not  the  "  Ministry"  of  1860.  He  tmsted  Um 
■Press  would  do  him  the  favour  to  correct  Om 
misstatement.  In  reference  to  the  positiai 
which  the  subject  now  assumed,  he  felt  titat, 
whilst  the  amendment  of  the  honoorafale  meta. 
her  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Oillies)  was,  in  his  (Mr.  Fox'd 
opinion,  very  much  less  objectionable  than  tfaiB 
cd  the  honourable  member  for  Cluniot^  ius- 
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mnchas  they  wonid  be  ina  «)titio&  to  avoid  may 
debate  upon  the  question,  stul,  at  the  same  time, 
3ie  could  not  vote  for  that  amendment,  and  he 
'belteved  otheis  would  be  found  in  the  same 
position,  inasmuch  as  it  distinctly  stated  that 
the  House  was  still  of  opinion  that  its  previous 
views  —  of  1860  —  weze  correot,  and  tnat  the 
^statements  by  which  His  Exoellenoy  had  been 
led  to  an  opposite  conclusion  were  incorrect. 
He  believed  all  who  voted  with  him  in  1860  on 
the  same  question  would  now  i^Tee  with  him 
-that  the  statements  upon  which  His  Excellency 
had  arrived  at  his  conclusions  were  ^ot  incor- 
rect. With  the  exception  of  the  statement 
'that  the  facts  were  new — with  that  solitary 
ezoeption,  they  did  not  consider  there  was  a 
-single  inaccuracy,  in  His  Excellency's  de- 
spatches. Under  these  circumstances  it  would 
be  imposEiible  for  him  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment last  proposed.  The  course  which  he  him- 
self should  therefore  pursue — and  he  believed 
his  honourable  colleagues  who  voted  with  him 
in  1860  would  bgree  with  him,  seeing  that  the 
■two  questions  were  mixed  up  in  one  another — 
would  be  to  make  a  proposition  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  to  withdraw  his 
.amendment,  and  then  he  (Mr.  Fox)  would  with- 
draw his  resolution.  He  would  then  decline  to 
TOte  on  the  question  at  all,  considering  that 
ihe  subject  had  assumed  an  inoffensive  aspect. 
Mr.  FITZOEBALD  wished  to  express  his 
opinion  in  two  words.  He  thought  it  would  be 
desirable  to  accept  the  amendment  proposed 
hj  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  and 
would  suggest  to  the  honourable  member  for 
<3heviot  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  It  was 
not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  that  House 
to  come  in  direct  collision  with  His  Excellency, 
and  so  long  as  the  House  could  maintain  its 
-position  without  infringing  that  dignity  it  was 
desirable  to  do  so.  He  thousht  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot 
was  hardly  wise  to  be  adopted  by  the  House, 
because  he  wished  them  to  adopt  the  words  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  The  words  used  by 
his  Grace  might  be  true  as  applied  to  his 
Grace's  view  of  the  question ;  but  he  (Mr. 
TitzQerald)  scarcely  thought  it  right  to  place 
those  words  upon  the  amendment  to  be  debated 
in  tile  House.  His  Excellency  must  have  been 
neatly  pained — as  any  other  Governor  of  a 
criti^  colony  would  be — to  see  those  words 
used  as  they  had  been  by  his  Grace :  at  all 
events  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Secretary 
<if  State's  Isingua^e  was  exceedingly  strong  in 
commnnioating  his  views.  It  seemed  to  him 
(Hr.  FitzQerald)  that,  when  His  Excellency 
asked  the  House  to  controvert  certain  state- 
ments, it  might  form  some  language  of  its  own 
and  which  would  be  less  painful  to  His  Elxcel- 
Isncy  than  that  used  in  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle's despatch.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whilst  conveying  to  His  Excellency 
the  position  taken  by  the  House,  did  so  in 
language  which,  he  would  venture  to  say.  His 
Excellency  would  receive  vrith  more  gratifica- 
tion than  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honour- 
Able  member  lot  Obeviot.    He  tbetefote  hoped 


that  hononiable  member  would  withdraw  hii 
amendment. 

Mr.  WELD  said  the  honourable  member  who 
had  last  spoken  had  almost  asked  him  to  speak 
in  defence  of  his  resolution ;  but  he  would  re- 
frain from  doing  that.  He  would  simply  say 
that  the  words  used  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
oould  hardly  be  unbeooming  the  House  to  nae 
on  the  same  question.  He  vrould  say  no  more, 
however,  on  the  question  at  the  present  time, 
but  would  accept  the  proposition  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  in  the  nope 
that  his  doing  so  would  lead  to  a  unanimons 
vote  and  prevent  oontrovenry  in  the  House,  and 
which,  perht^M,  would  result  in  no  good  end. 

Mr.  Weld's  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Original  motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Gillies's  amen£nent  agreed  to. 

NEW  PROVINCES  ACT  AMENDMENT 
BHiL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  for  the 
consideration  of  the  New  Provinces  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

IN  COIOaTTKB. 

Clause  3. — Bepealing  clauses  1,  2,  8,  5, 6, 7, 
8,  9, 10, 11, 13, 18,  and  16  of  "Tbo  New  Pro- 
vinces Act,  1868." 

Dr.  MONBO  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
omit  the  figures  "  10, 11, 13, 18." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  figures  proposed  to  be  left  out  do 
stand  part  of  the  question." 


Atkinson 

Bell 

Brandon 

Brodie 

Butler 

Cargill 

Cox 

Featherston 

FitzGerald 

Fitzherbert 

Fox 


Atss,  81. 
Gillies 
Graham,  O. 
Graham,  B. 
Mason 
Paterson 
Benall 
Beynolds 
Bichardson 
Bichmond,-A.J, 
8&fiord 
Taylor,  C.  3. 


Taylor,  W.W. 

Yogel 

Wayne 

Weld 

Welle 

Wilkin 

Williamson  ,3'no 

Wood. 

TeUtr. 
Eyes.    . 


Hois,  8. 

Domett  O'Neill  Wilson. 

Tollie  Ormond  Teller. 

Monro,  D.         Bussell  Colenso. 

Majority  for,  38.. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  as  read  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  read  and  amended. 

Mr.  DOMETT  moved.  That  the  further  oon- 
sideratioa  of  this  clause  be  postponed. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Avn,  13. 

Atkinson 

Colenso 

Ormond 

Bell 

Domett 

Stafford. 

Brandon 

FitzGerald 

Brodie 

Monro,  D. 

TeUer. 

Butler 

O'Neill 
Nobs,  36. 

Weld. 

Cargill 

Fitsherbert 

Graham,  G. 

Eyes 

Fox 

Graham,  B. 

Featherston 

Qilliea 

JolliA 
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\J)EC.b 


Hasan 

Patenon 

Benall 

Beynolds  Vosel 

Riohaidson        Wells 
Bichmond,  A.  J.Wilkin 


Taylor,  W.W.  WiDia]n8(m,Jno 
Thomson  Wilson 

Tnrton  Wood. 

Vogel 

TeUer. 
C!ox. 


Majority  against,  13. 
Motion  negatived. 
Progress  made. 

Major   BICHABDSON    moved,    That    the 
Ohainoan  do  now  report  piogreas. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  18. 

Atkinson 

JolUe 

Turton 

Bell 

Mason 

Wayne 
Weld 

Brodie 

Muuro,  3. 

Batler 

Ormond 

William  Bon.Jno 

Oolenso 

Rhodes 

Teller.  ' 

Cox 

Stafford 

Richardson. 

FitaOerald 

Noes,  16. 

CaigiU 

Harrison 

Wells 

Eyes 
Pitzherbert 

Paterson 

Wilkin 

Beynolds 

Wood.      . 

Fox 

Richmond,  A.  i 

r. 

OUlies 

Russell 

TeUer. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 
Majority  for,  i 

Thomson. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported  ac- 

cordingly. 

GOVERNMENT  BUILDINGS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of 
Siipply. 

IK  COMUITTEB. 

Mr.  WOOD  moved,  That,  if  proper  buildings 
are  not  provided  by  the  various  Provincial  Go- 
vernments for  the  accommodation  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  Supreme  Court,  Customs,  and 
Post  Office,  this  House  will  authorize  the  ex- 
penditure by  the  General  Gtovemment  of  any 
gam.  or  sums  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such 
buildings  out  of  any  surplug  revenue  which  may 
be  to  the  credit  of  the  provinces  after  the  pay- 
ment of  three-eighths  of  the  Customs  revenue 
to  the  Provinoiu  Treasuries.  He  thought  it 
very  desirable  the  General  Government  would 
have  power  placed  in  their  hands,  after  paying 
the  three  -  eighths  Customs,  to  erect  publio 
bnildings  in  the  vrkrioua  provinces  where  the 
provincial  authorities  did  not  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  their  erection. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  had  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  motion,  and  he  did  hope  that  the 
powers  to  be  conferred  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  be  at  once  exercised  upon  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  of  Auckland  to  force  them 
to  do  away  with  the  miserable  shaky  bnild- 
ings at.present  used  in  Auckland.  Money  had 
already  oeen  voted  for  the  purpose  in  Auckland, 
but  the  provincial  authorities  seemed  not  to 
oare  in  the  least  about  having  any  improvement 
made. 

Mr.  R.  GRAHAM  said  he  was  surprised  at 
the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker.  At  the  pre- 
sent time,  from  the  unfortunate  state  of  the 
province,  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  build- 


ings would  be  increased  at  least  60  peroesat. 
It  should  likewise  be  remembered  tiiat,  if  the 
publio  buildings  were  to  be  constmoted  now,  ft 
very  large  body  of  men  would  ba  takan  aiwmy 
from  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  spoke  upon  the  diigiaee- 
fnl  condition  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  other 
buildings  at  Canterbury. 

Mr.  WILKIN  would  vote  in  si^iort  of  then- 
solution  :  at  the  same  time  he  beuaved  in  saob 
respects  it  was  fortunate  delay  had  occomd 
in  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  because  the 
process  of  the  colony  had  been  so  exceedingly 
rapid  that,  had  buildings  been  erected  only  » 
few  years  since,  they  would  at  this  preseot 
moment  be  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  provinces. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  seven  yean  ago  Mr. 
Sewell  had  addressed  letters  to  all  the  piB- 
vinces  informing  them  that  unless  they  put  up 
public  buildings  the  General  Government  would 
erect  them  and  charge  the  cost  against  the 
provinces.  There  was  something  tangible  in 
this ;  but  he  considered  the  motion  intndoeed 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  delosioo.  It 
would  give  the  Provincial  Governments  good 
grounds  for  inaction  in  the  matter.  For  his 
part,  he  could  not  understand  how  the  ColcuU 
Treasurer  proposed  to  cany  out  the  wada, 
seeing  that  the  surplus  revenue,  after  oertaim 
amounts  agreed  to  had  been  taken  from  it, 
would  only  amount  to  £2,000  or  £3,000,  Tmlws 
the  accounts  as  tendered  by  the  Colonial  Tiea> 
surer  were  very  inaccurate.  He  woold  propose, 
as  an  amendment.  That  all  the  words  after 
"provinces,"  in  the  last  line  but  one,  shcmld 
be  omitted,  with  the  view  of  inserting  in  lies 
thereof  the  words,  "  the  plans  and  constmo- 
tion  of  all  such  buildings  to  be  approved  by  the 
General  Government." 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  that  before  leaving 
Otago  he  had  thought  that  the  Snpreme  Conrt 
building  of  that  city  was  far  from  being  what  it 
should  he,  but  since  coming  to  Auckland  be 
must  certainly  admit  Auckland  was  in  a  won* 
state.  He  could  not,  however,  vote  for  the 
motion  until  he  was  aware  of  the  kind  of  build- 
ings intended  to  be  erected  in  Dtmedin. 

Mr.   WOOD  said  the  motion  sis  originally 

Eroposed  was  not  altogether  such  a  sham  as  the 
onourable  member  for  Nelson  City  wished  to 
make  it  appear.  At  the  end  of  December  he 
(Mr.  Wood)  would  be  at  liberty  to  distribute^ 
from  the  surplus  revenue,  the  sum  of  £36,714 
for  the  erection  of  public  bnildings.  With  re- 
gard to  Otago,  he  considered  the  first  bmldin^ 
to  be  erected  would  be  a  post-office  and  Snpreme 
Courthouse. 

Mr.  RENALL  was  opposed  to  the  motioo, 
and  would  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  tiie 
words  "  after  the  1st  January,  1866,"  should  be 
added,  thus  putting  ofi  the  compulsory  erection 
of  public  bnildings  for  some  time  longer.  Ha 
considered  the  formation  of  good  roads  ought  to 
be  a  first  claim  upon  the  surplus  funds  of  tiw 
colony,  instead  of  erecting  fine  buildings  to 
look  at.  He  should  divide  the  House  on  the 
motion. 
Mr.  CABGILL  said  the  Otago  Snpreme  Court 
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had  only  been  eieotad  a  few  yean,  and  was 
onite  oa^ble  of  meeting  the  wtata  of  the  city 
for  some  time  to  oome.  He  was  theiefoie 
greatly  soipiised  to  find  that  it  was  contem- 
plated to  erect  a  new  one. 

Ht.  QILLIES  could  assoie  honourable  mem- 
ben  that  the  Court  alluded  to  was  in  many 
leepeots  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
oity.  In  rainv  weather  it  was  like  a  deve,  and 
ia  windy  weather  was  subject  to  great  draughts ; 
yet  it  was  badly  ventilated,  and  he  had  known 
oases  in  criminal  prosecutiqas  neoessazy  to  be 
Btoroed,  in  order  to  have  the  Court  vantilated, 
hj  uearing  oat  all  tiie  peiaons  assembled  to 
OMt  the  trial. 

Major  BICHABDSON  and  Mr.  BK YMOIiDS 
■poke  in  opposition  to  a  new  Supreme  Coort- 
.  noQse  being  erected  at  present  in  Otago. 

Mr.  Stafford's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Renall's  amendment  negatived. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Ftogress  reported. 

SUPPLY. 
39m  lesolutiona  previously  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House, 
and  agreed  to. 

TTKOKINO  RESERVE  BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  Tlkokino   Ileserve   Bill  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  orden  of  the  day  standing  Nos.  9  and  10 
on  this  day's  Order  Paper  [Committal  of  Rail- 
way Bill  and  second  reading  of  the  Waitara 
Oonmxission  Inquiry  Bill]  be  postponed." 

Ayes,  18. 

Brodie  Ormond  Thomson 

Oargill  Fatorson  Wood. 

Oolenso  Reynolds 

Fox  Rhodes  TdUr. 

JoUie  Russell  Bell. 

Nobs,  18. 
Atkinson  Mason  Tnrton 

Batlei  O'Rorke  Wilkin. 

Cox  Richardson 

Oiaham,  R.       Richmond,A.  J.       TelUr. 
Harrison  Taylor,  W.  W.  FitzOerald. 

The  numben  being  equal,  Mr.  Sfsakeb  gave 
his  casting- vote  with  the  "  Ayes." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
-tat  the  farther  consideration  of  the  Representa- 
tion Bill. 

m  ooHxi'i'i'uji. 

Clause  8. — Apportionment  of  memben. 

Mr.  REYNOLBS  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
•loomit  all  the  words  of  Mr.  Brodie's  amend- 
ment, "  Oeldfields,  one  member,"  with  a  view 
to  insert  the  words  "  Riverton,  one  member," 
hi  lien  thereof. 

Magor  RICHARDSON   moved,  as  another 


amendment,  That  the  words  to  be  inserted 
should  be  "  Dunedin  Suburbs  Sooth,  one  mem- 
bet." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  do 
stand  part  of  the  amendment." 

Atxs,  12. 

Butler  Rhodes  Vogel 

Colenso  Russell  Wood. 

Gillies  Stafford  TeUer. 

Oxaham,  B.  Turton  Brodie. 

Mason 

Nobs,  19. 

Atkinson  Harrison  Thomson 

CaigiU      '  JoUie  Weld 

Cox  Paterson  Wells 

Domett  Reynolds  Wilkin. 

FitzOerald  Richardson 

Fitaherbert  Richmond,  A.  7.       Teller. 

Fox  Taylor,  W.W.  Bell. 

Majority  against,  7. 
Mr.  Biodie's  amendment  negatived. 
The   Committee    divided  on  the    question, 
"  That  the  words  '  Riverton,  one  member,'  be 
inserted  after  the  words  '  Clutha,  one  mem- 
ber.'" 

Aybs,  28. 
Harrison  Thomson 

Jollie  Turton 

Pateison  Wayne 

Reynolds  Weld 

Rhodes  Wells 


Atkinson 

Butler 

Cargill 

Cox 

Domett 

FitzOerald 

Fitzherbert 

Fox 

Colenso 

Oillies 

Mason 


Richmond,A.  3,  Wilkin. 
Stafford  Teller. 

Taylor,  W.W.  Bell. 

Noes,  8. 
Russell  Wood. 

Vogel  Teller. 

Wuliamson,  7no.  Brodie. 


Majority  for,  15. 

Mr.  Reynolds's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  Richardson's  amendment  lapsed. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

01&11S6  4  Z6ftd 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DILLON  BELL,  it 
was  agreed  to  add  the  words  "  and  three  mem- 
bers for  Dunedin  and  Suburbs  South." 

Mr.  THOMSON  moved,  as  a  further  amend- 
ment, to  add  the  words  "  two  memben  for  the 
Heathooto  Electoral  District,  and  two  mem- 
bers for  the  Avon  Electoral  District." 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  moved.  That  the 
Chairman  do  now  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divideo. 

Atbb,  12. 

Graham,  B.  Wells 

Mason  Williamson,  Jno. 
Russell  Teller. 

Toiton  Wood. 


Atkinson 

Butlez 

Colenso 

Fox 

Gillies 

Brodie 
Cargill 
Cox 
Domett 


Nobs,  20. 

FitsGerald  Paterson 

Fitzherbert  Reynolds ' 

Harrison  Rhodes 

JoUiar  Ridiardson 
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IUoliinoiid,A  J.  Vogel  WiUcin. 

Taylor,  W.  W.  Wayne  TeOer. 

Thomson  Weld  BelL 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  negatiTed. 

Debate  continued. 

Mi.  BUSSELL  moved,  That  the  Chaizman 
do  now  report  progress.  • 

The  Conmiittee  divided. 

Aybs,  10. 
Bntlet  Kichmond,A  J.  Williamaon,  Jas 

Colenso  Bussell 

Graham,  B.       Turton  TeOer. 

Mason  Wells  Williaina(m,Iiio 

Noes,  38. 
Bell  Fox  Thomson 

Brandon  Oillies  Walker 

Brodie  Harrison  Wayne 

Cai^  Jollie  Weld 

Ooz  Paterson  Wilson 

Domett  Beynolds  Wood. 

PitzGerald        Bhodes  Teller. 

Titiherbert       Taylor,  W.  W.  Biohaxdson. 
Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  continued. 

Mr.  FOX  moved.  That  the  Chairman  do  now 
teport  progress. 

Ayxb,  18. 
Bntler  Mason  Williamson,7no 

Oargill  Beynolds  Wood. 

Oolenso  Bussell 

Fox  Turton  Teller. 

Gillies  Williamson,  JasGtaham,  B. 


BeU 

Brandon 

Brodie 

Oox 

Domett 

FitsGerald 


Nobs,  16. 
Fitzherbert 
Hanisou 
JoUie 
Bhodes 
Bichardson 


Thomson 

Walker 

Weld. 

TeOer. 


Taylor,  W.  W.  Wilson. 


Majority  against,.  8. 

Motion  negatived. 
Debate  continued. 

Mijor  BIOHABDSON  moved.  That  the 
Chainnan  do  now  report  progress. 
The  Oommittee  divided^ 

Axes,  S. 
Williamson,  Jno. 

Tetter. 
Oillies. 

Nobs,  18. 
BeU  FitsGerald        Weld 

Brandon  Jollie  Wilson. 

Brodie  Bhodes 

Cbx  Taylor,  W.  W.  TeOer. 

Domett  Walker  Thomson. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

Debate  continued. 

Mr.  OOLENSO  moved,  That  the  Chainnan 
«0  now  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divide^. 


Axis,  3. 
Oillies                             ZUfar. 
Williamson,  Jno.     Odmato. 

Mobs,  14. 

Bell                  Fitcherbttt 
Brandon            Jollie 
Bmdie               Bhodes 
Cox                   Taylor,  W.  W. 
Domett             Thomson 

Walker 

Weld 

Wilson. 

TeOir. 
FltaOenU. 

Majority  against,  11. 

MotiML  negative^. 

Mr.  ftTT.T/TB'.H  moved,  as  aaaoMBdmMitiB 
Mr.  Thomson's  amendznent,  to  leave  otU  ttt 
word  "  two,"  with  a  view  to  insect  tiis  void 
"one  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  tlie  qosstSoB, 
"That  the  Word  proposed  to  be  cautted  da 
stand  part  of  tiis  proposed  amendment." 

Atbs,  13. 
BeU  JoUie  Wald 

Brandon  Bhodes  Wilson. 

Cox  Taylor,  W.  W. 

Domett  Thomsou  3UIir. 

Fitsherbert       Walker  muOefuii. 

Nobs,  i. 
Brodie 
Gillies 

Majority  for,  9. 

Mr.  GiUies's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  GILUES  moved,  as  another  amMid- 
ment  on  Mr.  Thomson's  amendment,  to  emit 
the  word  "  members,"  with  the  viewto  insect 
the  word  "  persons  "  in  lien  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  ttie  ^osstiaB, 
"That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omiUed  dp 
stand  part  of  the  proposed  amendment." 

Aybs,  16, 

Jollie  Weld 

Monro,  D.  Williamson^Bp 

Bhodes  Wilson. 

Taylor,  W.  W. 
Thomson  TeUir. 


WaUamson^JnoQ,^'^- 


BeU 

Brandon 

Brodie 

Cox 

Domett 

Fitzherbert       WaUur 


KtsQerald. 


Nobs.  2. 
OiUies. 

TelUr. 
Oolenso. 

Majority  lot,  14. 

Mr.  GiUies's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that,  thei..  . 
he  had  made  having  been  rejected,  thus  inf 
now  no  other  course,  to  aivoid  the  niolongstioa 
of  this  scene,  but  to  move  that  Sir.  O'Bcdn 
leave  the  chaiz,  which  he  aocozdiagly  woslf 
do. 

Mr.  FITZGEBALD  seoooded  the  moticn, 
remarking  that  he  ho]^  those  who  thus,  hj 
the  abanobnment  of  this  Bill,  lost  the  inetasM 
of  representaticd  to  whioh  they  were  ontiMst 
would  understand  to  whom  it  was  dae.  $ 
appealed  to  the  events  of  this  night  to  Atf 
the  colony  that  the  old  settlementi  of  ibf 
«olaay  mold  not  alioir   tlwinselTCa  to  m 
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trampled  upon,  bat  wmld  mtintain  their  pod- 
tioB. 

Mr.  OIIiLIES  laid  his  eyes  were  opened 
now.  He  had  not  previously  been  aware  of  the 
determination  of  the  old  settlements  to  prevent 
the  incoming  element  from  obtaining  political 
power.  Not  on  the  heads  of  the  minority  would 
test  the  loss  of  this  Bill,  for  they  had  not  wished 
it ;  bat  they  wished  to  go  on  wiUi  tiie  Bill,  a^d 
ttat  in  a  full  House  the  amendments  proposed 
by  a  Canterbury  majority. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILUAMSON  retorted  upon 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  his  own 
remarks,  and  said  that,  if  the  result  of  these 
proceedings  should  be  a  splitting-np  of  the 
colony,  be  should  always  lay  it  to  the  charge  of 
that  honourable  member. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  he,  remember- 
faig  that  nearly  all  the  Aucklsmd  members  voted 
a^Linst  the  reasonable  proposal  which  he  made 
in  his  first  Bill,  would  know  on  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility rested,  and  his  constituents  would 
now  it ;  and  the  day  would  surely  come  when 
tiie  large  English  population  in  the  Middle 
Island  would  resent  being  kept  out  of  the  share 
of  representation  which  was  dne  to  them. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— Yes ;  and  they  would  resent 
it  on  those  to  whom  it  was  due. 

Mr.  COLENSO  proposed,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Chairman  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  CHAIRMAN  did  not  think  an  amend- 
ment could  be  put. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair." 

Ayes,  14. 

Bell  Fitaherbert  Thomson 

Brandon  Jollie  Walker 

Ooz  Monro,  D.  Wilson. 

Domett  Bhodes  Teller. 

FitiOerald        Taylor,  W.  W.  Weld. 

Noxs,  8. 
Brodie  Teller. 

Oillies.  Oolenso. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Sfbakbb  resumed  the  chair. 
The  Honsa  adjourned  at  ten  minotea   to 
three  o'olook  a  on.  untU  noon  on  Monday  next. 


liEGISLATTVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  7th  December,  1868. 


Bias  Harbomr  and  Invereargill  BaUwav  Bill— Bank 
of  Oteso  (lilmited)  BUI— Ttaird  BoadingB-OoM- 
llalds  Aet  Amendment  BUI— Taccioation  BUI— 
Criminals  BUI— Wallinirton  and  Hawke's  Bay 
Maval  and  MUltarr  BettTen  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaksb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'olook. 

Pbassbs. 

BLUFF  HABBOUB  AND  INVEBCABOILIi 
BAILWAY  BILL, 
nie  lepoit  oi  the  Sdeot  Committee  on  the 


Blufi  Harbour  and  Inveroargill  Bailwav  Bill' 
was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the  Bill  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

BANK  OP  OTAGO  (LIMITED)  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  "Select  Committee  on  the 
Bank  of  Otogo  (Limited)  Bill  was  eulopted  bV 
the  Council,  and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 


THIRD  RRADINGS. 
Auckland  and  Dmry  Railway  Bill,  Marine 
Board  Bill. 

GOLDFIELDS  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Ooldflelds   Act  Amendment   Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
and  reported  to  the  Council  with  amendment. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 
The  Vaccination  Bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  tin 
Council  with  amendments. 

CRIMINALS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHTTAKER  moved  the  seeonS 
reading  of  the  Criminals  Bill,  The  Judges,  he 
said,  had  recommended  that  the  Bill  should 
not  be  passed,  as  it  would  be  liable  to  be  dis- 
allowed. It  was  not  intended,  however,  that 
the  Bill  should  come  into  operation:  it  was 
merely  to  indicate  to  the  Imperial  authorities 
that  something  should  be  done.  This  objection- 
able class  of  persons  were  excluded  from  Vic- 
toria, and  the  result  was  that  they  were  driven 
to  Otago. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ARNEY  must  reoorcl 
his  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
He  distrusted  the  inclination  of  the  Home  Go- 
vernment to  interfere  on  their  behalf.  His  mind 
revolted  against  the  principle  of  shutting  ont  the 
criminal  for  all  time  from  any  portion  of  thft 
British  dominions ;  and  that  was  the  effect  d 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  for  all  the  colonies  had 
passed  Acts  of  a  similar  nature.  He  felt  a 
strong  aversion  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but 
a  still  stronger  aversion  to  the  way  in  which  ift 
was  propoised  to  be  carried  out.  It  was  no 
doubt  desirable  that  this  class  of  people  should 
be  kept  out ;  but  they  should  endeavour  to  do 
so  by  some  more  reasonable  means.  He  ex- 
plained many  details  of  the  Bill  which  h» 
considered  to  be  too  severe  and  objectionable. 
As  an  instance  of  this  he  showed  that  the  Bill 
provided  that  any  maater  of  a  vessel  was  liabl» 
to  a  fine  of  £100  if  he  brought  into  the  colony 
any  person  convicted  of  crime,  whenever  ife 
miight  have  been  committed,  so  long  as  hift 
sentence  had  not  expired ;  and  the  Act  furthes- 
went  on  to  say  that,  where  the  penalty  ex- 
ceeded £60,  the  master  should  M  liable  t» 
imprisonment  and  hard  labour.  H  the  latter 
part  of  the  Snd  clause  and  the  14th  section 
of  the  Act  were  excluded,  the  Act  would  not  be 
so  objectionable.  He  proceeded  to  show  that,, 
although  it  was  assumed  that  there  was  an 
appeal  against  these  stringent  provisions,  there 
was  really  no  appeal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  agreed  with  nearly 
all  that  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  the  Ohiet 
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Justice.  He  quite  admitted  that  Otago  \ra8 
sofieiing  from  the  great  praotical  inoonTenienoe 
of  an  influx  of  the  dangerous  classes,  but  he  did 
not  think  this  Bill  was  the  kind  of  legislation 
they  required.  He  understood  that  the  griev- 
ance in  Otago  was  the  influx  of  a  certain  class 
<^  criminals.  He  believed  it  was  the  custom  in 
the  Australian  Colonies  for  the  prison  authori- 
ties to  remit  a  portion  of  the  sentence  on  the 
condition  of  the  convicts  leaving  the  colony. 
Now,  \iiBX  was  a  great  hardship  to  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  which  were  thereby  liable  to 
become  moral  cesspools.  He  would  (^ve  his 
vote  against  this  Bill,  but  he  would  still  give 
his  support  to  any  measure  that  would  £aw 
£he  attention  of  the  Imperial  authorities  to  a 
very-generally-admitted  grievance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  the  Bill  had 
not  emanated  from  the  Oovemment.  It  was 
a  copy  of  an  Act  which  was  in  force  for  some 
time  in.  Victoria:  in  fact,  all  the  colonies 
except  New  Zealand  had  pawed  similar  Acts, 
and  it  was  a  question  whether  they  should  not 
pass  one  too,  as  a  protective  policy.  As  they 
•tood  now,  their  criminals  were  prevented  from 
going  to  Victoria  or  the  other  colonies,  while 
odminals  from  those  colonies  could  come  here. 
The  effect  of  the  law  was  that  each  colony 
ahoold  keep  its  own  convicts.  He  believed  if 
'«aoh  of  the  colonies  repealed  these  Acts  and 
Allowed  the  criminals  to  go  where  they  liked 
it  would  be  better ;  but  at  present  he  thought 
it  very  desirable  that  they  should  do  somethmg 
to  counteract  the  action  taken  by  the  other 
colonies.  As  he  said  before,  it  was  not  intended 
tiiat  the  Act  should  come  into  operation  —  it 
was  merely  as  an  indication  to  the  Imperial 
Authorities  that  some  remedy  was  required. 

The  Council  divided. 


Atis,  9. 

Buchanan 

Outfield 

Henzies 

Pillans 
Ren  wick 
Richmond 

Russell,  H. 

Stokes 

Whitaker. 

Aney 
Johnston 

Nobs,  6. 
Lee 
Pollen 

Sewell. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  to  the  Council  with 
Amendment. 

WELLINGTON    AND    HAWKE'S    BAY 

NAVAL   AND    MILITARY   SETTLERS 

BILL. 

The  Wellington   and    Hawke's   Naval  and 

Military  Settlers  Bill  was  read  a  second  time, 

considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to  the 

'Council  without  amendment. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVBa 
ll<mday,  7th  December,  18SS. 


Native  Genealogy  —  Wreck  of  "Orpheus"  — Fin* 
Beading— Second  Beading— Deeds  Sf^^tltm 
Amendment  Bill— Native  Schoohi  —  Ntnnlt— ■ 
tion  Bill— Supplv- Poetal  8ervio»— Swpplr— CMl 
last  BiU— Land  Claims  SetUeioBnt  Bfll  JfmiBi 
from  His  Ezoelleney— Aaekland  Waste  Landa 
Act  Amendment  BUI— Bill  disehaivad- Wsitua 

r    Oommisdon  BiU  — SoatUaad    Wart* 

Sill. 


Boh.  Mr.  Sexeell 


Mr.  Spsakxb  took  the  ehair  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Pbaykbs. 

•   NA-nVE  GENEALOGY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  genealogical  maps  laid  on  the  taUe 
of  this  House  be  returned  to'  the  GovemmcDt 
at  the  end  of  the  session. 

WRECK  OP  "  ORPHEUS." 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FOX,  it  was  ordeced. 
That  the  further  papers  relating  to  the  wreck 
of  H.M.S.  *'  Orpheus  "  be  printed  for  the  nae  of 
members  of  this  House. 

FIRST  READING. 
Appropriation  BiU. 

SECOND  READING. 
Marlborough  Land  Regulations  Amendmaat 
Bill. 

DEEDS  REGISTRATION  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conferoiee 
on  the  Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Bill  wm 
adopted  by  the  House. 

NATIVE  SCHOOLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  GRAHAM,  it 
was  ordered,  That  the  pwpers  presented  aa.  the 
1th  day  of  this  instant  December,  relative  to 
the  brealdng-up  of  To  Awamntu  School,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

NATURALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  Bill  was  read  a  seoond 
time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining  stages 
without  amendment. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolution  previously  adopted  in  Gcna- 
mittee  of  Supply  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  agreed  to. 

POSTAL  SERVICE. 
The  House  then  went  into   Committee  o< 
Supply. 

IK  COXMHTEB. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  moved,  in  accordance 
with  the  Select  Committee's  report,  the  fc^ov- 
ing  resolutions:  (1.)  That  the  whole  wTisting 
postal  steam  service  should  be  remodelled,  and 
all  existing  contracts  brought  to  a  conclusion, 
by  notice  or  by  arrangement,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. (2.)  That  there  should  be  a  weekly  com- 
munication between  Southland  and  Otago ;  a 
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M-weekly  commtmication  between  Olago,  Can- 
tteibniy,  and  Wellin^n  ;  a  weekly  commnni- 
•oation  between  Wellington,  Napier,  and  Auck- 
land; and  a  weekly  oommnnication  between 
Wellington,  Picton,  Nebbn,  Taianaki,  and 
Uanukau:  piovided  such  a  service  can  be 
performed  for  the  sum  of  not  more  than 
£10,000.  (8.)  l^iat  the  boats  should  be  required 
to  sail  on  stated  days  of  the  week  from  each 
port,  and  that  regular  intervals  should  inter- 
yene  between  the  arrivals  and  the  departures 
of  the  steamers  at  each  port ;  the  time-table 
.allowing  for  delay  in  any  one  passage  being 
made  up  within  as  short  ^  time  as  possible,- so 
as  to  maintain  the  regularity  of  the  servibe  at 
stated  intervals.  (4.)  That  all  contracts  for 
steam  services  should,  as  a  general  rule,  be 
made  only  after  public  tender ;  but,  as  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  service  now  recommended 
should  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
«8,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  contracts 
are  still  outstanding,  it  can  only  be  commenced 
by  arrangements  with  the  existing  contractors, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  all  such 
Arrangements  should  be  made  for  as  short  a 
time  as  possible,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  services 
being  put  up  to  public  tender  at  the  earliest 
possible  period.  (5.)  That  it  is  desirable  that  a 
FoBt-OfBce  Inspector  for  the  colony  should  be 
appointed.  The  appendix  to  the  report,  he 
«aid,  was  only  a  suggestion  as  to  now  the 
weekly  service  might  be  carried  out,  and  was 
not  meant  to  be  binding. 

Hr.  QTTiTiIES  said  the  Goveniment  approved 
of  all  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
and  would  carry  them  out  if  it  could  be  done 
for  the  amount  stated. 

Mr.  STAEFOBD  thongfat  the  snggestions  of 
ihe  Committee  would  be  great  improvements, 
if  they  could  be  carried  out  for  the  money; 
but  he  had  no  great  confidence  that  th^  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  would  be  carried 
out,  any  more  than  the  reports  of  Steam  Com- 
mittees had  been  in  the  last  three  years.  The 
variableness  of  circumstances  must  render  it 
impossible  for  a  Committee  to  lay  down  a 
scheme  of  services  that  Would  be  possible  for 
any  time  to  come.  With  one  exception,  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  interprovinoial  scheme  now 
proposed;  bnt  he  hoped  the  House  would 
beware  how  it  committed  itself  to  amy  arrange- 
ment that  Mr.  Ward  might  be  making  in  Eng- 
ird. It  would  not  be  advisable  to  discon- 
tinue the  steam  communication  with  Australia 
even  if  the  Panama  scheme  were  carried  out. 

Mr.  DILIiON  BELL  complained  of  a  private 
letter  from  Mr.  Ward,  whicn  he  had  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  having  been 
printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  report ;  said  he 
wished  to  know  whether  he  could  get  it  re- 
moved from  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WOOD  did  not  think  any  breach  of  faith 
had  been  committed,  or  that  Mr.  Ward  would 
object  to  the  publication  of  this  extract,  seeing 
that  it  was  the  only  information  relative  to  the 
Panama  route  which  ootUd  be  laid  before  the 
House  during  its  present  session.  It  would  be 
as  well,  however,  not  to  print  it  on  the  records 
■of  the  House. . 


Mr.  FITZGEBATiD  expressed  a  difierent 
opinion,  as  the  removal  of  the  letter  would 
prevent  the  public  knowing  on  what  grounds 
the  Committee  came  to  such  an  unsatisfactory 
conclusion  relative  to  the  Panama  route,  and 
contended  for  the  publicity  of  the  letter, 
though  called  a  private  one. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  maintained  the  right  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  to  object  to 
smch  a  letter  being  published. 

Several  other  honourable  members  made 
gome  observations  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CABQILL,  speaking  to  the  report,  said 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  that  any  part  of - 
the  subsidized  coasting  service  should  be  twice 
a  week.  He  considered  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  coasting  service  was  spoilt  by  the  long 
delay  which  steamers  made  at  the  inter- 
mediate ports,  making  the  time  of  communi- 
cation between  extreme  points  very  long.  It 
was  unnecessary  and  absurd  for  one  of  these 
steamers  to  stay  long  enough  at  each  port  to 
give  the  residents  time  to  get  their  letters  and 
answer  them.  The  intercolonial  steamers,  he 
thought,  should  call  at  as  many  ports  along  the 
coast  as  they  could  between  their  arrival  and 
departure.  If  that  were  done,  so  many  small 
steoimers  would  be  unnecessary  and  useless. 
He  hoped  that  the  intercolonial  service  would 
not  be  set  aside  in  favour  of  the  Panama 
scheme  at  present.  His  view  of  improving  the 
service  was  to  have  a  fortnightly  communica- 
tion with  Sydney,  mt^ong  the  la^e  vessels  ran 
along  the  coast.  To  carry  out  the  Committee's 
report  in  its  integrity  would  be  very  expensive, 
and  not  so  advantageous  as  it  ought  to  be  for 
the  money. 

Mr.  FITZGKBAIiD  said  he  had  thought  him-< 
self  that  the  intercolonial  steamers  might 
perform  part  of  the  interprovinoial  service,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  North  i^Ir. 
Vogell  had  thought  it  impracticable.  This 
question  would  more  properly  be  a  matter  for 
arrangement  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  YOGEL  explained  why  he  had  advocated 
the  arrangement  proposed  in  the  report.  With 
regeurd  to  the  expense,  £10,000  was  paid  to  the 
intercolonial  company  for  two  large  steamers, 
and  the  Committee  reckoned  that  six  small 
steamers  could  be  subsidized  for  about  £8,000 
each,  leaving  the  total  under  £40,000.  The  re- 
marks of  the  honouraUe  member  for  Bruce 
(Mr.  Cugill)  he  considered  not  to  be  applicable 
under  present  circumstances.  They  might  be 
considered  next  session. 

Mr.  COIiENSO  wished  to  know  why  there 
should  be  a  bi-weekly  service  between  Otsgo, 
Canterbury,  and  Wellington. 

Mr.  FITZGEBATiD  explained  why,  and  re- 
marked that,  if  the  whole  service  cost  mora 
than  £40,000,  that  portion  of  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  altered. 

Mr.  wool!  said  the  Government  could  not 
recommend  the  House  to  take  any  specific 
course  with  regsird  to  the  Panama  route  imtil 
they  knew  precisely  what  arrangomeptg  Mr. 
Ward  had  made ;  but,  if,  whatever  it  was,  he- 
had  made  it  with  the  reservation  stated  in  his 
report— reserving  to  the  New  Zealand  Qovem- 
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ment  the  right  of  fixing  the  time  of  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  setvioe — the  OoTemment  would 
not  fix  Bnoh  a  time  nntil  after  again  consulting 
with  the  House  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  O'NEILL  objected  to  such  money  being 

rut  on  steam  service  in  this  yonng  colony, 
had  beard  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  would  send  their  boats  on  here  if 
asked,  and  he  thought  we  had  better  have  their 
fine  boats,  and  give  up  the  intercolonial  ooni- 
pany's  small  boats.  He  objected  to  paying 
£60,000  for  the  Panama  service  on  several 
gioanda. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  first  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  second  resolution  w8ls  then  read. 

Mr.  OABGILL  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment :  To  omit  all  the  words,  after  the  word 
"  That,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  following :  "  in 
arranging  the  postal  steam  service  of  the  colony, 
oommmucations  with  the  Australian  Colonies 
should  be  maintained  at  least  twice  a  month 
each  way,  and  that  the  large  steaniers  em- 
ployed in  that  service  should  run  on  to  the 
several  ports  on  the  coast,  so  as  to  secure  to 
them  as  far  as  possible  the  direct  advantage 
of  such  communication ;  and  that  the  coastal 
service  should  be  anangtd  to  provide  an  inter- 
vening communication  between  the  several 
ports." 

Mr.  ETCZQERALD  wished  to  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  this  arrangement  would 
post  the  colony  at  least  £100,000  per  annum. 
He  trusted  the  Committee  would  not  agree  to 
the  amendment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*■  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


Atbs,  16. 

Bntlei 

Oolenso 

Domett 

7oz 

Oillies 

Graham,  a. 

O'Neill 

llenaU 

Biohmond,A.J 

Taylor,  0.  J. 

Thomson 

Vogel 

Nobs,  6. 

Walker 

WiUiamson.Jas 

Wood. 

Tetter. 
FitcOerald. 

Bell 
Feathetston 

JolUe 
Paterson. 

Tetter. 
OargiU. 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Original  motion  agreed  to. 

The  remainiqg  resolutions  were  then  agreed 

Major  BICHABDSON  moved.  That  the  fol- 
lowing stand  as  Besolution  No.  6:  It  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  that  under  no  oir- 
enmstances  should  the  inteioolonial  service  be 
intermpted. 

Motion  n^^tived. 

SUPPLY, 

IN  COXUTTXa. 

.  The  following  amounts  were  then  voted: 
To  defray  the  oost  of  passing  through  the 
Iiegislatnre  the  private  Act  mtitoled  "Tbe 
Koton  BaUway  Act,  1861,"  £487  lis.  6d.; 
Ur.  Wood 


contribution  to  a  patriotio  fund  in  relief  oC 
widows  and  orphaoi  of  soldieta  killed  in  ths 
war,  £2,000. 
Prc^ess  reported. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 
The  Civil  List  Bill  was  read  a  seoond  time,, 
and  passed  through  all  its  remaining  stigea. 
without  amendment. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

The  Land  .Claims  Settlement  Bill  was  oco- 
sidered  in  Committee,  reported  to  the  House- 
with  amendments,  and  the  r^ort  ordered  to  bs 
received  to-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  the  arrival  of  a. 
message  from  His  Excellency  the  Ooremoz; 
which  he  read,  as  follows : — 

"Mettage  No.  15. 
"  G.  Gbet,  Governor. 

"  The  Governor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
a  lettiar  from  the  Honourable  the  Speaicn  of 
the  House  Of  Representatives,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Hoosa  of 
Representatives  on  the  6th  instant  in  reply- 
to  the  Oovemor's  Message  No.  7,  of  the  H 
instant. 

"  The  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  reso> 
lutions  now  acknowledged,  controverts  tiis 
accuracy  of  the  varioos  statements  by  vrhicls 
it  appears  that  the  Governor  has  been  led  to 
take  nis  view  of  the  Waitara  question,  espe- 
cially those  statements  which  are  referred  to  in. 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  despatch  of  the  SSth 
August,  1863. 

"  The  Governor  transmits  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  copies  of  the  only  statements 
which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  alludes  to  as 
such  in  fiis  despatch  of  the  25th  August,  1863,. 
and  the  Governor  requests  the  House  to  be 
good  enough  to  inform  him  whether  these  ara 
tiie  statements  to  which  the  House  alludes,. 
and,  if  not,  which  are  the  statements  referred 
to  in  his  Grace's  despatch  which  the  House 
oontrorerts,  and  what  are  the  grounds  on  whiob 
the  House  does  so. 

"  Government  House,  Auckland, 
"  7th  Deoonber,  186S." 

AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS  ACT  AMEND. 
MENT  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendmmfc 
Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment,-  leaa  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

BILL  DISCHABGBD. 
Railway  Bill. 

WAITARA.  INQUIRY  OOMJnSSION  BILL. 
The  Waitara  Liquiry  Commission  Bill  was. 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  House  with  amendments,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow, 

SOUTHLAND  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill  was  const- 
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darad  in  Committee,  reportecl  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  read  a  thiid  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Honse  adjoomed  at  five  minutes  past 
six  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuetday,  8th  December,  1863. 


Third  BeadincB— First  Readings— Criminals  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfkakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

PBAT£B3. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  Otago 
Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  2),  Goldfields  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  Vaccination  Bill,  Wellington 
and  Hawke's  Bay  Naval  and  Militarv  Settlors 
Bill. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Naturalization  Bill,  Civil  List  Bill,  Appro- 
priation Bill,  Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill, 
Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill,  Waitara  Inquiry 
Commission  Bill,  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act 
Amendment  Bill. 

CRIMINALS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  moved.  That 
the  Criminals  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  regretted  he  was 
not  present  on  the  previous  day  when  this  Bill 
was  discussed.  He  thought  it  was  of  so  arbi- 
trary and  discreditable  a  nature  that  the  credit 
of  the  colony  would  be  better  maintained  by 
throwing  it  out.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  amendment. 


Atney 
Lee 


Ates,  5. 
Sewell 
Swainson 

Noes,  4. 
Stokes 


Walton. 


Whitaker. 


Menzies 
Richmond 

Majority  for,  1. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  third  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  mi- 
nutes past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   REPBESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  8th  December,  1863. 


Amendments  by  Legislative  Conncil— Supply— Ap- 
propriation Bill— Native  Aflairs— Waitara  Ques- 
tion—Waitara  Inquiry  Commission  Bill— Land 
Claims  Settlement  Hill— Marlboroogh  Land  Be- 
golations  Amendment  Bill— Nelson  Wsate  Lands 
BUl-BUls  withdrawn. 


1868-T 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

PaukTEBS. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislativa 
Council  in  the  following  Bills  wore  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House  :  Auckland  and  Drury 
Railway  Bill,  Bluff  Harbour  and  InvercaigiU 
Railway  Bill. 

SUPPLY. 
The  resolutions  previously  adopted  in  Cdm- 
mittee  of  Supply  were  reported  to  the  House, 
and  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  passed  through  all  its  remaining 
stages  without  amendment. 

NATIVE  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  G.  GRAHAM,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Turton,  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  to  what 
time  it  wais  the  intention  of  the  Qovcrimient  to 
bring  the  Native  Lands  Act  of  last  session  into 
operation  in  any  district  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  Government  "had  boon  so 
overwhelmed  with  the  business  of  the  session 
that  it  had  been  impossible  for  them  to  give  the 
smallest  consideration  to  this  subject,  which 
had  not  been  before  brought  under  their  notice 
in  any  way.  He  could  not,  therefore,  give  the. 
honourable  member  any  answer. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  POX — on  the  order  of  the  day  bein; 
read  for  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency'a 
Message   No.    15 — said    he   sliould   adopt    in 
this  case  the  course  which  he  had  adopted 
on  previous  occasions   with  reference  to  this 
subject — namely,  that  of  stating  that  he  did 
not  hold  himself  in  any  way  responsible  for 
His  Excellency's  despatches  or  for  the  coursa  ' 
pursued  by  him  under  the  advice  of  a  previous 
Ministry:  nor  was  it  a  duty  of  himself  or  any 
of  his  colleagues  to  defend  that  course.     With 
respect  to  the  specific  demands  which  His  Ex- 
cellency made   in   that   message  —  that   the 
House  should  specify  which   of   His  Excel- 
lency's statements  it  was  prepared  to  impugn-^ 
he  was  not  in  a  position  himself  to  mejce  any 
motion  on  that  subject,  for  this  simple  reason : 
that  he  did  not  impugn  any  of  those  state- 
ments.   He  retained  the  same  opinion  which 
he  held  in  1660  on  this  question,  and  had  seen 
nothing  that  he  considered  in  any  way  inconrecb 
in  His  Excellency's  despatch  to  the  Duke  ot 
Newcastle,  except  the  simple  fact  that  he  stated 
that  the  facts  which  led  to  his  opinion  were  new 
facts.    To  him  (Mr.  Fox)  thoy  were  not  new 
facts;  nor  were  they  new  facts  to  Governor 
Browne  :  and  he(  Mr.  Fox)  was  not  prepared  in 
any  way  to  controvert,  or  to  state  to  His  Excel- 
lency that  this  House  was  prepared  to  coutro- 
vert,  the  despatches  or  enclosures  which  His 
Excellency  had  sent  Home.    He  felt  that  tho 
proper  party  to  state  to  His  Excellency,  in 
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Teply  to  that  message,  which  of  the  statements 
referred  to  the  House  was  prepared  to  contro- 
vert was  that  honourable  member  who  had  ini- 
'tiated,  unfortunately  initiated,  at  a  late  period 
of  the  session,  this  discussion — the  hononrable 
member  for  Cheviot.  The  whole  question  re- 
ferred itself  back  to  that  honoorable  member's 
resolution,  which  alleged  the  conTiotion  of  the 
House  that  the  statements  were  incorrect,  and 
it  was  for  him  to  specify  what  were  the  inac- 
curacies of  which  the  House  had  complained ; 
but,  as  Mr.  Speaker  had,  on  previous  occasions, 
said  that  an  honourable  member  moving  the 
-consideration  of  anything  should  conclude  with 
a  more  definite  motion,  he  would  comply  with 
that  ruling.  He  would  now  lay  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  by  His  Excellency's  command,  a 
«opy  of  His  Excellency's  despatch  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  with  an  enclosure  in  which  His 
Excellency  endeavoured  to  put  himself  right 
'with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  by  refuting  the 
oharge  of  inaccuracy.  It  might  seem  remark- 
able that  these  papers  had  not  been  laid  on  the 
table  before.  The  reason  was  this :  Previonsly 
to  the  printing  of  the  papers,  the  despatches, 
and  Mmisteoal  memoranda  that  were  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  Hoose  the  late 
Ministers  applied  to  His  Excellency  to  know 
what  despatches  or  other  documents  he  would 
wish  to  have  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
His  Excellency  replied,  acting  on  the  principle 
of  Ministerial  responsibility,  that  he  left  it  ex- 
clusively to  them  to  decide.  They  thanked 
His  Excellency  for  that  view,  and  accepted  the 
office  of  selecting  from  the  documents  in  His 
Excellency's  office  those  which  were  to  be  laid 
before  the  House.  This  despatch  was  written 
during  the  existence  of  the  previous  Ministry, 
And  it  appeared  that  they  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  ask  His  Excellency  for  his  reply 
to  that  despatch,  to  place  it  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  But,  when  this  discussion  was 
originated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  Jaeen  a 
natural  and  obvious  course  for  His  Kxoellenoy's 
Advisers  to  have  recommended  him  to  lay  that 
'desi>atoh  upon  the  table  of  the  House ;  utd  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  regretted  that  it  had  not  ooonrred  to 
nim.  He  could  trace  in  his  own  mind  the 
•oauses  why  it  had  not  occurred  to  him ;  and, 
moreover,  it  had  not  occurred  to  any  other 
honourable  member  to  ask  for  its  production. 
He  was  prepared,  however,  to  take  the  blame 
on  his  own  shoulders;  for,  as  leader  of  this 
House,  it  ought  to  have  occurred  to  him,  if  to 
«ny  member  of  the  Ministry.  He  was  now  in 
a  position  to  rectify  his  inadvertence  by  laying 
the  document  on  the  table;  and  he  would  oon- 
■olude,  simply  moving  That  the  said  paper  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this  House. 

The  papers  having  been  read, 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  remarked  that  the  de- 
spatch was  dated  the  a6th  October,  the  day  on 
which  the  resignations  of  the  late  Ministry 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor ;  and 
they  were  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  that 
despatch  when  they  resigned. 

Mr.  FOX  said  the  new  Ministry  did  not  go 
into  office  till  four  days  after  that,  and  it  was 
Ur.  Fox  : 


some  time  before  this  despatch  dame  nikUr 
their  notice. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  should  certainly 
have  laid  it  on  the  table  if  he  had  known  of  it, 
and  if  it  were  written  before  he  left  office. 

Mr.  CAROILL.on  behalf  of  Hie  Icuge  clanof 
honourable  members  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  this  subject,  protested 
against  its  being  discussed  in  this  House.  A 
discussion  on  questions  of  fact,  he  thoo^it, 
would  be  very  inconvenient,  not  in  accordanee 
with  sound  precedent,  and  not  likely  to  be  mJaa- 
factorily  settled  in  the  House,  the  bnsineM  ci 
which  was  more  particularly  to  legislate  and 
direct.  They  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  Minis- 
terial bench  for  a  statement  of  those  facts 
on  which  action  was  to  be  taken  by  legisla- 
tion ;  and,  however  honourable  members  might 
find  it  necessary  to  question  the  facta  wtueh 
might  be  stated  in  enforcing  arguments,  sUIl  be 
did  not  think  that  any  distinct  action  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  way  of  asserting 
or  controverting  facts.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
an  error  had  been  committed  in  raising  this 
question  in  the  way  it  had  been  raised;  and 
the  House  had  got  into  an  ugly  dilemma,  from 
which  it  was  difficult  to  see  any  escape ;  and, 
however  useful  such  a  lesson  might  be  to  teadi 
inexperienced  members  to  be  more  carefnl  in  the 
future,  he  thought  that  being  dropped  in  acocna 
in  this  way  would  not  tend  to  increase  then 
confidence  in  those  to  whom  they  looked  as  the 
proi)er  leaders  of  the  diff  Aent  sections  of  the 
House.  He  offered  these  remarks  with  con- 
siderable diffidence,  but  he  felt  with  the  hcooor- 
able  member  for  the  Hutt  TMr.  Renall)  in  tba 
remarks  made  by  him  on  this  question  a  few 
nights  ago.  Another  error  involved  was  that 
of  bringing  the  House  into  direct  oomtronnj 
with  His  Excellency,  and  hononrable  memben 
had  reason  to  complain  of  their  leader  having 
brought  them  into  the  scrape  in  both  par- 
ticulars. 

Mr.  O'NEILL  regretted  that  the  honomabk 
gentleman  who  led  this  House  shoiold  have 
withdrawn  the  motion  which  he  mAde  {at  a 
Select  Committee  a  few  days  ago ;  for  he  (Mr. 
O'Neill)  considered  that  to  refer  this  subject  to 
a  Select  Committee  would  have  been  the  proper 
course :  and  he  thought  that  course  woohl  nH 
have  to  be  taken.  He  thought  that  the  hono^ 
able  member  for  Cheviot  had  committed  a  gross 
error  in  moving  in  this  matter,  for  they  had 
little  to  do  with  the  Waitara  question  mnr. 
Their  business  was  to  put  down  rebellioa 
wherever  it  arose,  and  then  take  the  best 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

Dr.  FEATHEKSTON  felt  that  he  could  not 
depart  for  the  South  without  expressing  his 
deep  regret  and  bitter  disappointment  that  w 
important  a  subject  as  this  should  havebeei 
brought  forward  in  so  objectionablo  a  fom, 
and  at  a  period  of  the  session  when  a  foil 
discussion  was  quite  out  of  the  question.  B* 
must  enter  his  solemn  protest  against  the  re»- 
Intions  of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot, 
as  most  unfair,  unjust,  and  ungeneioas  towaids 
Her  Majesty's  representative,  and  as  plaaac 
the  House  in  a  most  false  and  undigniiiea 
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position — the  nsdignified  position  of  having 
cast  some  most  serious  imputations  on  Her 
Majesty's  representative ;  and,  when  he  caJled 
upon  them  to  substantiate  those  charges,  the 
Honse  was  thrown  into  the  position  of  being 
■obliged  to  decline.  He  (Dr.  Featherston),  there- 
fore, and  those  who  had  acted  with  him,  did 
hope  that  they  would  not  be  deemed,  from  their 
silence,  to  have  sanctioned  such  gross  impu- 
tations on  His  Excellency.  The  opinions  he 
held  on  the  Waitara  question  in  1860  were, 
he  believed,  known  to  every  member  of  the 
Honse.  He  had  then  denounced  the  war  aa 
unjust  and  unholy — an  expression  which  drew 
down  on  him  a  storm  of  indignation ;  but,  if  he 
-construed  rightly  the  despatches  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  that  opinion  was  fully  partici- 

tated  in  by  both  his  Grace  and  the  Governor, 
ir  George  Grey.  The  ground  on  which  they 
had  denounced  it  was  simply  this :  that  it  was 
not  a  war  undertaken  for  upholding  the  Queen's 
supremacy,  but  to  eject  William  King  and  his 
followers  from  the  lands  handed  down  to  them 
from  a  line  of  ancestors,  and  which  they  were 
in  occupation  of.  That  statement  was  now  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides.  It  was  said  to  be  a  new 
fact ;  but,  if  there  was  one  argument  adduced 
more  than  another  in  1860,  it  was  this  ejection 
of  William  King  and  his  people.  With  respect 
to  the  imputations  cast  on  His  Excellency  by 
Jiis  Grace  relative  to  Native  statements,  he 
thought  no  one  could  have  listened  to  the 
memorandum  just  read  without  being  satis- 
fied not  only  that  every  one  of  those  statements 
had  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  Natives,  but 
that  the  Duke  himself  had  every  one  of  these 
^statements  in  various  papers  at  that  time  in  his 
possession.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  cer- 
tain new  facts  that,  if  known  at  the  time, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  His  Excellency's  late 
Government,  not  have  j  ustified  Grovernor  Browne 
in  attempting  to  seize  Waitara.  He  (Dr.  Fea- 
therston) could  not  admit  that  there  were  any 
new  facts ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did  say  that 
Governor  Grey  was  perfectly  justified  in  saying 
that  there  were  new  facts.  His  meaning  would 
be  made  sufiiciently  clear  if  he  briefly  alluded 
to  some  of  the  main  points  at  issue  between 
the  advocates  and  opponents  of  the  Waitara  war. 
Its  opponents  had  alleged  that  William  King 
was  the  undoubted  chief  of  Waitara;  that  he 
and  his  own  family  owned  several  pieces  of  land 
in  the  block ;  that  William  King  and  his  people 
were  residing  on  the  block,  and  had  extensive 
cultivations  there.  And  these  allegations  were 
-all  denied  by  the  other  party.  But  now  these 
allegations,  which  were  in  1860  simple  allega- 
tions, were  admitted  to  be  perfectly  true  in 
every  respect,  and  were  no  longer  allegations, 
but  recognized  facts.  Governor  Grey  was  there- 
fpre  perfectly  justified  in  using  the  words  "new 
facts."  He  (Dr.  Featherston)  did  not  himself 
see  how  the  House  could  escape  from  the 
dilemma  in  which  it  had  been  most  unwarrant- 
ably placed  by  his  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Cheviot ;  and  he  should  certainly  leave 
with  greater  feelings  of  satisfaction  if  he  could 
induce  the  House  to  express  their  regret  th{it 
Any  discussion  should  have  taken  place  on  the 


subject  of  the  Waitara;  and  hoped  that  daring 
next  session  the  controversy  would  be  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  termination :  but  he  felt  that 
he  had  ver^  little  chance  of  persuading  the 
House  so  to  retrace  its  steps.  His  intention  in 
getting  np  had  been  to  protest  against  the  re- 
solutions which  had  been  passed  on  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot,  and  to 
denounce  the  imputation  cast  on  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  as  unworthy  and  unjust; 
and  this  he  did. 

Mr.  FITZHBBBERT  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  last  speaker,  added  his  own  pro- 
test, and  further  remarked  that  the  HonsA 
seemed  entirely  to  have  forgotten  the  position 
in  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was 
necessarily  placed  by  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances in  which  the  colony  was  situated  by 
having  in  it  at  this  moment  a  large  section  ot 
the  British  army — circumstances  which  ex- 
plained the  exceeding  desirability  of  showing 
the  Parliament  at  Home  that  this  was,  in  fact, 
a  war  necessarily  undertaken  by  the  Imperial 
Government  for  Imperial  interests ;  for,  unless 
that  c&ae  were  made  out,  the  British  Parliament 
would  never  for  a  moment  sanction  the  main- 
tenance of  a  British  army  and  squadron  of  the 
navy  in  this  part  of  the  world.  But  that  position 
was  antagonistic  and  incompatible  with  the  posi- 
tion set  up  by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  which  he 
had  called  upon  the  House  for  the  grounds  of  its 
disputing,  but  which  grounds  they  had  declined 
to  give — a  position  which,  he  submitted  most 
respectfully,  they  were  unable  to  refute.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  leaders  on  the  different  sides 
of  the  House  had  been  to  blame  for  having 
allowed  such  a  matter  to  slip  onto  the  floor  of 
the  Honse,  and  to  have  eventuated  in  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Honse.  It  was  no  matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  any  one  that  a  victory  should 
have  been  achieved,  as  it  were,  by  an  accident; 
but  he  claimed  for  those  who  held  opinions  con- 
demnatory of  the  Waitara  affair  in  1860  and  1861 
a  recoesideration  of  the  position.  In  the  very  cri- 
tical circumstances  in  which  they  found  them- 
selves, he  said  that  there  was  a  good  excuse— a 
just  excuse — one  that  would  liberate  them  en- 
tirely in  the  face  of  those  who  Would  give  a  due, 
just,  and  deliberate  politicaJ  consideration  to 
circumstances  and  to  parties.  There  was  theii: 
justification — one  that  would  bear  investigation 
and  consideration;  and,, if  that  matter  were  to 
be  done  over  again,  he  thought  no  more  prudent 
course  could  possibly  be  adopted ;  and  he  threw 
back  entirely  the  charge  of  imprudence  on 
those  who  had  in  such  a  manner  dragged  such 
an  affair,  against  the  will  of  the  House,  under 
its  consideration  —  a  proceeding  which  could 
only  have  resulted  in  the  ridiculous  dilemma  in 
which  they  found  themselves. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  reply,  said  he  would  make  only 
one  single  observation  on  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Cargill)  had  said  in 
reference  to  this  House  not  being  the  proper 
place  for  an  investigation.  That  was  the 
opinion  held  by  himself,  and  he  thought  that 
the  Waitara  question  should  have  been  so 
dealt  with  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  beforft 
this  House.    In  1860  those  who  -thought  witit. 
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Waitara  Question. 


[HOUSE.]         BUU  witbdtaiwn^        pae.  S 


him  did  demand  a  tefeienoe  of  this  question  to 
■  »  Select  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gation of  facts ;  and  when  it  came  on  a^ain  the 
other  day  he  proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  honomable  member  for 
Auckland  City  West  (Mr.  John  Williamson) 
had  expressed  regret  that  he  withdrew  that 
motion.  He  would  inform  that  honourable 
member  that  he  did  not  do  so  till  he  had  satis- 
fied himself  that  he  had  no  chance  of  carrying 
it  against  the  desire  of  the  majority  of  the 
House ;  and  he  had  conceived  it  better,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  avoid  that  general  discus- 
sion which  the  House  was  also  anxious  to 
avoid,  for  all  saw  that  so  only  could  the  House 
escape  the  awkward  position  of  antagonism 
whicn  at  that  time  it  stood  in  to  His  Excel- 
lency. The  amendment  proposed  by  his  honour- 
able colleague  the  Postmaster-Qeneral,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  had  that  effect,  though  he 
objected  to  it,  as  admitting  what  he  believed 
to  be  false.  He  bad  nothing  further  to  say  on 
the  subject.  He  trusted,  with  his  honourable 
colleague  the  Superintendent  of  Wellington, 
that  on  a  future  occasion  this  House  would  yet 
have  an  opportunity  of  fully  discussing  this 
question,  and  bringing  it  to  a  satisfactory  de- 
cision. 

Hr.  DILLON  BELL  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  allow  the  question  to  be  put 
without  informing  the  House  What  course  it 
proposed  to  take  in  answer  to  the  Governor's 
message. 

Mr.  FOX  had,  as  he  had  already  said,  no 
course  to  propose,  not  considering  it  the  busi- 
ness of  His  Excellency's  Advisers  to  enter  into 
discussion  on  the  merits  of  advice  given  by 
their  predecessors.  He  had  placed  before  the 
Bouse  the  propriety  of  considering  His  Excel- 
lency's message,  and  it  hod  been  open  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace,  or  any  other  honour- 
able member  to  make  what  motions  they 
thought  proper  on  the  subject.  He  had  vierely 
made  a  motion  for  the  sake  of  terminating  his 
remarks ;  but,  if  the  honourable  member  wished 
to  move  an  amendment  that  would  raise  a  dis- 
cussion on  His  Excellency's  message,  it  was  in 
his  power  to  do  so.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  considered 
that  he  had  performed  bis  duty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WAITABA  INQOTBi  COMMISSION  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Eovse  on  the  Waitara  Inquiry  Conunission 
Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  parsed.' 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

MAELBOEOUGH    LAND    BEGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Marlborough  Land  Begnlations  Amend- 
Vient  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee,  re- 
Mr.Fox 


ported  to  the  House  with  amendmeata,  ani 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-murow. 

NELSON   WASTE   LANDS  BILL. 
The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill  was  reoom- 
mittedr  considered  in  Committee,  reported  t» 
the  House  with  amendments,  and  the  rqpoct 
ordered  to  be  received  to-naonow. 

BILLS  WITHDRAWN. 
Lieotensmt-Oovemois  BUI,  Constitutim  Aot 
Amendment  Bill,  New  Provinces  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

The  Honse  adjourned  at  twenty  minntes  i 
three  o'clock  pjnv 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATTVESw 
Wednttday,  9th  December,  1863. 


No  Bouse. 


Hr.  SPEABEa  took  the  chair  at  five  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

NO  HOUSE. 
There  being  no  members  present,  the  Hooss 
then  adjourned. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tkwtday,  lOlh  December,  1863. 

First  Beadinos—Bankuie—KatanUxationBin—CXva 
last  Bill— Appropriation  Bill— SoathUnd  Wait* 
Lands  Bill- >^itar&  Inqniry  Coiamisaion  Bill— 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Aniondment  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaykbs. 

FIBST  HEADINGS. 
Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill,  Mariborougfa  Land 
Begulations  Amendment  Bill. 

BANKING. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SBWELL  moved.  That,  in  tba 
opinion  of  this  Council,  a  clause  similar  in  efiaei 
to  the  182nd  section  of  "The  Companies  Act, 
1862  "  (Imperial^',  should  be  applied  to  all  banks 
within  the  colony  of  limited  liability ;  and  tiiat 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  introdooe, 
at  the  earliest  possible  period,  a  measure  t» 
that  effect,  as  well  as  for  ibo  purpose  of 
enabling  the  affairs  of  such  banks  to  be  womid 
up  in  cases  of  insolvency.  The  honomahla 
member  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Coimeil 
by  discussing  a  matter  they  had  already  con- 
sidered. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATUKALIZATION  BILL. 
The  Naturalization  Bill  was  read  a  seoooi 
time,  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  t» 
the  Couneil  without  amendment. 
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Fot&iro  Inquiry  [HOUSE.] 


Commission  BiU. 


lOlfr 


OiyHj  LIST  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB,  in  moving  tb« 
aeoond  reading  of  the  Civil  List  Bill,  said  that, 
AB  a  new  Jndge  was  lequired  en  the  goldfields, 
£1,600  had  been  added  for  his  salary,  and  that 
another  sum  had  been  added  for  an  Under- 
Secretary,  who  was  required,  on  accormt  ol  the 
great  increase  of  bnsiness  in  the  Qovemment. 
!Qiese  were  the  only  alterations  made. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  AKNEY  thoroght 
that  no  further  addition  should  be  made  to  the 
nnmber  of  Judges,  or,  at  all  events,  not  to  the 
number  of  districts  to  which  they  would  be 
appointed ;  otherwise,  if  districts  were  formed 
too  nnmeronsly,  the  Supreme  Court  would  be 
almost  destroyed,  and  then  there  would  be  no 
<3onrt  of  Appeal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  fully  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  pointed  out  the  evil  arising  from  the 
«cattering-about  of  the  Judges. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  wished  to  know 
what  security  the  new  Judge  would  have  that 
liis  salary  mi^t  not  be  suddenly  jreduoed  by 
the  appointment  of  other  Judges. 
,  The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  explained  that,  U 
the  Judges  were  appointed  at  £1,600  a  year, 
-they  would  certainly  receive  that  sum. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and 
.ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Appropriation  Bill  was  read  a  second 
<tiine,  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  to 
ihe  Council  without  amendment. 

SOUTHLAND  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  considered   in  Committee,  sad 
leported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

WAITARA  INQUIRY  COMMISSION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  took  no 
particular  interest  in  the  question,  but  had  no 
lObjection  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Waitara  Inquiry  Commission  Bill.  It  seemed 
■tt  very  logical  conclusion  to  come  to  that  there 
should  be  an  investigation,  and  the^  would  be 
thereby  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  other 
House,  which  he  thought  they  were  bound  to 
nay  some  attention  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SW.AINSON  said  that,  seeing 
the  numerous  and  conflicting  statements  on  this 
question,  he  felt  disposed  to  support  the  second 
leading  of  this  Bill ;  but  he  thought  it  should  be 
altered  in  Qommittee,  making  ^e  issues  more 
dOSnite. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  opposed  the 
-second  reading.  He  thought  the  question 
should  be  forgotten,  ae  n«  possible  advantage 
«onld  accrue  to  the  colony  by  the  further  dis- 
oossion  of  it.  Another  objection  to  it  was,  that 
at  that  late  period  of  the  session  they  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  commit  themselves  to  so 
jmportant  a  question,  when  they  were  objecting 
io  other  Bills  because  they  had  come  down  so 
Jate.  

The  Hon.  Mi.  SE-WELD  laidtha  honourable 


member's  first  reaaon  might  very  properly  have 
been  urged  against  the  resolution  passed  mx 
Friday  last — by  whieh  it  was  decided  that  ther*- 
should  be  an  investigation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that  in- 
vestigation vras  to  be  as  to  Teira's  title. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  that  was  8nfc< 
stantially  the  object  of  this  inquiry,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  an  inconsistency  in  the  course 
taken  by  the  Attomey-Oeneral  in  declaring,  ia. 
the  first  place,  that  tiiere  should  be  an  investi- 
gation, and  now,  when  a  mode  of  investigation 
was  sanctioned  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  refusing  it.  In  logical  consistency 
he  considered  they  were  bound  to  follow  up  tfa« 
resolution  by  agreeing  to  this  Bill. 

The  Council  divided. 

Aybs,  8. 
Pollen  Sewell  Swi^nwm. 

Hoxs,  8. 
Menzies  Biehmond  Whitaker, 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Hon.  the 
SPEAKER  said  he  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  on  the  ground  that  he  would  not  stifle 
inquiry  in  any  way.  At  the  same  time,  ha 
thought  the  Bill  ought  to  have  been  brought 
forward  earlier. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  agun. 

AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS  ACT 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment 
Bill  was  read  a  seoond^time,  and  considered  io 
Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit 
again. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minntea  to  fiva 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  -BEPBESENTATIVBS. 
Thursday,  10th  Deeemier,  1863, 


Vaitaia  Qaattion— Native  Iiettan— Uurlboroat 
Jj$ai  Beenlstions  Amendment  Bill  —  BiU  witt 
drawn— Nelson  Waste  Lands  BilL 


Mr.  Speabzb  took  the  chair  at  tvrolveo'elook. 
Pbatebs. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  DOMETT,  with  reference  to  a  statement 
made  bv  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace 
^r.  DiUon  Bell)  a  few  days  ago,  that  the  late 
Qovemment  were  not  aware  of  Hia  Exoellenoy'S 
despatch  of  the  %th  October  on  the  Waitar% 
question,  said  that,  a  day  or  two-  before  the 
Ministry  resigned,  the  Oovemor  had  shown  him 
the  first  part  of  that  despatch,  which  related  to 
the  fact  of  the  pdnting  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle's despatch  without  the  Governor's  con- 
sent being  asked.  He  did  not  think  he  ha4 
seen  the  latter  pcurt  of  the  despatch,  and  was 
ante  he  had  not  seen  the  aneloaedmemnrandaint 
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ataie.  With  lespaot  to  the  printing  of  the 
liaka's  despatch,  the  GKjvemot  had  ooosented 
to  theii  publishing  what  documents  they  thonght 
ivoper;  and,  as  all  correspondence  about  Wai- 
tara  had  been  previously  laid  before  the  House, 
and  this  was  a  most  important  and  oonclosiTe 
despatch  on  the  subject,  it  did  not  occur  to 
them  that  it  was  necessary  to  ask  the  Qovemor 
meoially  about  it.  It  had  been  sent  down  by 
t^e  Oovemor  to  the  Ministers  without  any  re- 
mark whatever,  and  as  soon  aa  they  had  read 
it  they  sent  it  to  the  printer.  The  OoTeinment 
would,  of  course,  have  had  no  objection  to  the 
answer  being  laid  on  the  table  as  well  as  the 
original  despatch,  and  he  was  sorry  the  Gover- 
nor should  have  been  put  to  any  inconvenience 
by  its  not  being  done. 

NATIVE  LETTEKS. 
Mr.  FOX  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  letters 
from  Fane  Pukewhau  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Fox's 
reply,  and  also  a  letter  from  Wiremu  te 
Waeoro  to  Mr  Fox ;  and  remarked  that  he  had 
to  call  attention  to  misstatements  which  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  papers  of  that  morning, 
vvhioh  he  thought  it  vtas  important  should  be 
otirrected.  In  that  momicg  s  Southern  Cross, 
in  the  leading  article,  allusion  waa  made  to  Te 
YHieoro's  mission  to  Ngaruawahia,  and  he  was 
spoken  of  as  having  conveyed  certain  terms  ; 
and  some  expressions  were  used  with  legejtd  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  executed  his  mission. 
Kow,.  no  terms  had  been  forwarded  by  Te 
Wheoro,  nor  was  he  sent  in  any  way  as  an 
ambassador;  he  was  simply  sent  to  convey 
that  letter  of  his  (Mr.  Fox's)  to  Pene  Fukewhau, 
telling  the  Natives  that  till  thjy  laid  down 
their  arms  the  Qovemment  could  moke  no 
tierms  with  them  at  all,  just  as  His  Excellency's 
letter  on  the  following  Sunday  told  thein  he 
^voTlld  hold  no  terms  with  them  till  the  Geheral 
aixlTed  at  Ngaruawahia. 

MABLBOROtJGH  LAND  REGULATIONS 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Ijie  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Marlborough  Land  Regulations 
Amendment  Bill  was  adopted  by  the  House, 
a&d  the  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.   ' 

BILL  WITHDRAWN. 
Wardens'  Oouits  Appeal  Bill. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  Bill  read  a 
thira  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjonzned  at  one  o'clock  pjn. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Priday,  Uth  Dteembtr,  1668. 


<);mferencM— Third  Basdinas— Marina   Board  BlU 

— Anoklftnd  Waste  LanS^Aoi  Amendnjent  Bill 

™,¥HI'"""'B''  '^n*  Beenlatlons  Amendment 

■     Bill— Nelson  Waate  IianSi  BiU— Native  Wai^ 


tion— Financial— Wattaja  laqaiir  Oomtntsaien 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Bpbakbb  took  the  chair  at  two 
o'clock. 

PlUTXBS. 

CONFERENCES. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be  hdd 
vrith  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  snh- 
jeot  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  OooiMiil 
in  the  Otago  Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1) ;  and 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Mensies,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  be  tba 
Managers  thereof  on  behalf  of  the  Coonoil. 

It  was  also  ureed,  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
held  with  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the- 
subject  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Coon- 
oil in  the  Vaccination  Bill ;  and  tiiat  the  Hm. 
Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Mensies,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker  be  the  Managers  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

It  was  subsequently  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  had  agreed  to  reoommeiid 
for  adoption  certain  amendments  in  the  Otago- 
Waste  Lands  Bill  (No.  1),  and  that  the  amend- 
ments by  the  Council  in  the  Vaccination  BtU 
had  been  adopted. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Council. 

THIRD  READINGS. 

Naturalization  Bill,  Civil  List  Bill,  Appro- 
priation Bill,  Southland  Waste  Lands  Bill. 

MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 
The  amendments   proposed   by   His   Excel- 
lency the  Governor  in  the  Marine  Board  Bill 
were  read,  and  adopted  by  the  Council. 

AUCKLAND  WASTE  LANDS   ACT 
XMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment- 
Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  Council  with  amendments. 

MARLBOROUGH  LAND  REGULATIONS 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Marlborough  Land  Regulations  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ood- 
sidered  in  Committee. 
Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  sit  again. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 

The  Nelson  Waste  Ijanda  Bill  was  read  a 

second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committae 

consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell,  the  Hon. 

Mr.  OUfiUan,  and  the  Hon.  Major  Biohnumd. 

NATIVE  WAR. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  moved.  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  Suppreasioa  tA 
Bebellion  Act  diould  not  be  held  to  at^Iy  to- 
offences  committed  prior  to  the  Ist  of  Janoary, 
1888,  Uie  date  fixed  by  "The  New  Zealand 
Settlements  Act,  1868."  He  believed  that  a 
provision  to  that  effect  should  have  bean  insMctad 
m  this  Bill,  as  well  as  in  tiie  New  Zaakitd 
Settlements  Act. 

The  Hon.  Hi.  SEWELL  made  soma  i 


186S.] 


Native  War. 


[COUNCIL.]  Waitara  Questum.         1015 


<m  the  operation  of  the  Aot  leferted  to,  and  ez- 
nteaaed  the  opinion  that  suoh  an  Aot  should  not 
have  a  letroipectiTe  effect  at  all.  He  moved, 
M  an  amendment,  That,  instead  of  the  words 
■Her  "  prior  to  the,"  the  following  be  inserted : 
"pawing  of  tile  Aot,  and  the  publio  notifi- 
eation  thereof."' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  seoonded  the 
amendment.   . 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OILFILLAK  said  that  such  an 
amendment  wonld  make  the  Aot  null  and  Toid. 
Bebellion  bad  taken  place,  and  it  should  be 
ponisbed,  although  it  were  at  an  end  now,  and 
the  Aot  had  only  been  in  operation  for  a  week. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNET  did  not  see 
how  a  resolution  of  either  House  could  alter 
an  Aot  passed  by  the  Legislature.  On  the 
marita  of  the  amendment  he  would  express  no 
opinion,  having  been  absent  when  the  Aot  was 
pa«ed,  and  being  a  Judge  in  the  district  in 
which  the  Act  wonld  be  most  likely  to  have 
operation. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  remarked  that  the 
amendment  did  not  condone  any  offence  punish- 
able by  the  ordinary  tribunals,  but  merely 
pledged  the  Government  not  to  apply  to  past 
offences  the  very  extraordinary  jucucial  sjstem 
provided  by  the  Suppression  of  rebellion  Act. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  M^NZIES  wished  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  to  explain  how  this  re- 
solution cotdd  affect  the  enactment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  reso- 
lution did  not  propose  to  affect  the  enactment ; 
but  under  it  the  Government  had  a  discretion. 
They  could  try  men  for  past  offences,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  was  the  intention  of  the 
Council  as  to  offences  committed  previous  to 
the  oonunenoement  of  the  present  year.  It  was 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  correspond  in 
period  with  the  Kew  Zealand  Settlements  Bill, 
which  provided  that  land  should  not  be  oonfis- 
oated  lot  rebellion  previous  to  the  date  in  ques- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  That  all  the 
words  commencing  '  1st  of  January,'  to  the 
end,  be  omitted;" 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  so  omitted." 


Pollen 


Gilfillan 
Meuzies 


.  Atxs,  S. 
Sewell 


Swainaon. 


Noes,  6. 

Richmond         Walton 
Salmon  Whitaker. 


Majority  against,  3. 

Amendment  negatived. 

TheJHon.  Mr.  SEWELL  argued  that  the  Bill 
did  create  offences,  one  of  which  was  that  of 
being  "  concerned  in  rebellion,"  and  therefore 
should  not  be  retrospective.  The  amendment 
he  proposed  would  not  condone  one  single 
offence  punishable  under  English  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  said  the  amend- 
ment wonld  cut  the  ground  from  under  the  feet 
of  Ute  Government  even  with  regard  to  the  men 
now  on  board  the  "  Cara^oa,"  who  were  de- 
ttiimd  solely  under  the  authority  of  this  Aot. 


Being  "  oonoemed  in  rebellion  "  was  rebellion 
itself,  not  a  new  offence. 
Original  motion  agreed  to. 

SUSPENSION  OP  STANDING  9RDERS. 
The  Standing  Orders  were  suspended,  so  as  tO' 
enable  the  Ooonoil  to  sit  on  Saturday. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 

At  the  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON'S  snggestioOr 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  did  not  proceed  to- 
move  the  resolution  on  this  subject  of  which  ha 
had  given  notice — namely,  "  That  it  appears  to 
this  Council  that  the  Waitara  question  is  no- 
longer  a  practical  one  from  the  discussion  of 
which  in  thisOouncU  any  advantage  can  arise,. 
as  the  course  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
Government  amounts  to  a  condonation,  and  it^ 
would  not  be  just  that  the  conduct  of  the  Na- 
tives on  the  Waitara  question  should  influenoe- 
the  future  policy  to  be  adopted  towards  them." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  made  a  similar 
request  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies  with  reference 
to  the  following  motion  given  notice  of  by  him  - 
"  That  this  Council,  after  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  despatch  of  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, dated  the  26th  October,  1868,  and  the 
memorandum  enclosed  therewith,  which  His- 
Excellency  has  transmitted  for  the  information 
of  the  Council,  having  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  Waitara  purchase,  is  of  opinion  that  it- 
is  not  necessary  to  reconsider  the  resolutiona 
passed  in  this  Council  on  the  4th  December 
mstant."  

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  said  he  did  not 
wish  any  discussion,  but,  thinking  it  a  matter 
of  courtesy  to  His  Excellency  to  take  soma 
notice  of  the  despatch  and  memorandum  re- 
cently laid  before  them,  he  would  move  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWAINSON  was  extremely 
sorry  that  the  honourable  member  had  per- 
sisted in  moving  this  resolution.  He  neul 
wished  to  avoid  discussion  on  the  Waitara 
question  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  but 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  support  the  motion, 
and  he  could  not  be  satisfied  to  give  a  silent 
vote  against  it.  He  was  asked  to  agree  to  a 
resolution  that,  after  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  Governor's  despatch  in  reply  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council 
to  reconsider  their  resolution  of  the  4th  instant. 
He  believed  the  statements  in  that  despatch  to 
have  a  material  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  ha 
had  therefore  arrived  at  exactly  the  opposite 
conclusion,  and  he  wonld  state  to  the  Council 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  influenced  hia 
decision.  The  Waitara  question,  he  thought, 
consisted  of  two  distinct  phsises :  its  occupation 
and  its  abandonment.  As  regarded  its  aban- 
donment, he  believed  that  there  was  a  general 
acquiescence  in  the  policy  which  had  led  to  it ; 
and  as  far  as  its  abandonment  was  concerned 
he  should  be  quite  content  that  that  part  of 
the  subject  should  be  allowed  to  remain  at  rest. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  public  had  at  first 
be«i  startled,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
very  naturally  startled,  when  they  were  in- 
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formed,  some  six  months  ago,  by  an  offioial 
Froclamation,  that  the  purchase  of  the  Wai- 
tara had  never  been  completed ;  that  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  purchase  had 
transpired  which  made  it  advisable  that  it 
should  not  bo  proceeded  with  ;  that  Mr.  Domett 
«nd  Mr.  Dillon  Bell,  two  of  the  most  active 
supporters  of  Governor  Browne's  Waitara  policy, 
had  advised  that  the  purchase  should  be  abtin- 
doned  ;  and  that,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Governor's  late  tlinisters,  all  claim  to  the 
land  had  been  renounced.  Tho  Governor  ap- 
|>eared  to  have  acted  mainly  on  a  sense  of  Ihe 
justice  of  the  case,  and  the  late  Ministers  on 
grounds  of  expediency ;  and  the  purchase  might 
be  said  to  have  been  given  up  on  the  grounds, 
both  of  justice  and  of  policy :  and  neither  the' 
iostice  nor  the  expediency  of  the  measure  had 
been  called  in  question  by  either  branch  of  the 
Assembly.  It  had  received,  also,  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  Duke  of  New- 
oastb,  in  his  recent  despatch  to  Governor 
Grey,  wrote, — 

"I  agree  with  you  that  your  predecessor, 
if  he  hod  been  in  possession  of  these  facts, 
would    not    have    committed   himself  to    the 

Surchase ;  and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
e  would  not  have  been  justified  in  doing 
80.  The  information,  indeed,  which  you  now 
BUi>ply  converts  into  a  certainty  the  doubts 
which'  I  expressed  in  my  despatch  of  the  27th 
November,  1860,  and  upon  other  occasions,  as 
to  the  prudence  of  the  policy  pursued  by  Gover- 
nor Browne  and  his  Ministers,  with  an  evident 
want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of  the' case,  as  well 
M  of  foresight  ot  the  consequenoes,  though  with 
fair  and  upright  intentions." 

Seeing  this  general  agreement  between  the 
Governor  and  liis  late  Ministers,  the  two  Houses 
of  Assembly,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  on  tho 
subject  of  the  Waitara  purchase,  he  (Mr.  Swain- 
son)  was  well  content  that  that  part  of  the  case 
should  for  the  present  be  buried  in  oblivion.  But 
there  were  various  statements  in  the  Duke '  of 
Newcastle's  despatch  on  which  he  justified  the 
employment  of  military  force  against  William 
King,  which  he  (Mr.  Swainson)  was  prepared  to 
controvert.  Keterring  to  a  letter  written  by 
that  chief,  the  Duke  says  that  in  February, 
1B59,  before  the  Waitara  question  arose,  he 
(William  King)  had  given  notice  to  the  Go- 
vernor that  be  would  allow  no  land  to  be  sold 
witlim  a  district  extending  forty  miles  north  of 
the  European  boundary  at  Taranaki :  which  the 
Duke  describes  as  an  interdict  of  a  rebellious 
character.  In  explanation  of  this  letter  Go- 
vernor Grey,  after  citing  the  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi  which  guarantees  to  the  Natives 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  their  lands  so 
long  as  it  is  their  wish  and  desire  to  retain  the 
same,  proceeds  to  state  that — 

"  At  the  date  of  William  King's  letter,  which 
is  regeurded  as  an  interdict  of  a  rebellious  charac- 
ter, the  Natives  of  Taranaki  and  its  neighbour- 
hood were,  and  had  been  for  some  years, 
engaged  in  a  series  of  blood-feuds,  in  which 
the  Government  had  frequently  been  earnestly 
solicited  by  the  Natives  to  interfere,  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  life  which  was  going  on ;  but  the 
Em.  Mr.  Swainton 


Government  declined  to  do  so.  And  these  feoda 
had  all  originated  in  disputes  regarding  poctioiM 
of  land  vhich  the  Government  wished  to  por- 
ohase  from  various  Native  claimants.  It  was 
under  these  circumstances  that  an  assemblagi 
of  landowners  had  met,  and  that  a  raniiga, 
chosen  for  that  year,  agreed  that  they  would 
still  decline  selling  portions  of  their  lands 
within  certain  limits.  Many  of  these  peopla 
had  previously  sold  very  large  iracta  of  kind 
to  the  Government,  to  meet  the  wishes  oi  thm 
Europeans.  Their  letter  to  the  Government 
was  written  and  signed  by  the  chief,  William 
King.  It  is  submitted  that  the  letter  itself  is 
a  respectful  letter." 

On  the  ohaiacter  of  this  letter  the  Governor 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  had  ever  read 
it,  were  at  issue.  As  many  honourable  mank- 
bers  had  probably  never  seen  this  letter,  lia 
would  read  it,  in  order  that  the  Council  might 
form  their  own  opinion  respecting  it : — 

"  Waitara,  11th  February,  1859. 

"  Fbiknd,  thx  Govkbnob,  —  Salutations  to 
yon.  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  yon  and  to  He. 
McLean.  Do  yon  hearken  to  onr  rnnangs 
respecting  the  land.  Do  yon  hearken:  Tha 
boundary  commences  at  Waitaha,  &c.  Urn 
boundary  of  the  land  which  is  for  oiuaelvcs 
is  at  Mokau.  These  lands  will  not  be  given 
by  us  into  the  Governor's  and  yonr  hands, 
lest  we  resemble  the  sea-birds  which  perch  npoo 
a  rock  :  when  the  tide  flows  the  rock  is  covered  by 
the  sea,  and  the  birds  take  flight,  for  they  hava 
no  resting-pltMiei  I  therefore  bethought  me  of 
what  was  said  in  former  times  about  holding 
land.  My  word  is  not  a  new  word,  it  is  an  oii 
one ;  Governor  Hobson,  Governor  Fitzroy,  and 
Governor  Grey  have  all  heard  it ;  and  now  that 
yon  have  come,  0  Governor  Browne,  I  send  the 
same  word  to  you  that  I  sent  to  the  Governors, 
to  hold  back  my  land.  Yon,  O  Mr.  McLean, 
are  aware  of  that  word  of  mine ;  when  yon  first 
came  here  and  saw  me  yon  heard  the. same 
word  from  me :  '  I  will  not  give  the  land  to 
you.' 

"  I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Governor 
and  you,  to  toll  yon  of  the  runanga  of  this  new 
year,  which  is  for  withholding  the  land,  beeaose 
some  of  the  Maoris  still  desire  to  sell  land, 
which  causes  the  approach  of  death.  It  is  sud 
I  am  the  cause,  but  it  is  not  so ;  it  is  the  man 
who  persist.  They  have  heard,  yet  they  still 
persist. 

"  If  yon  hear  of  any  one  desiring  to  sell  land 
within  these  boundaries  which  we  have  her* 
pointed  out  to  you,  do  not  pay  any  attention  to 
it,  because  that  land-selling  system  is  not  ap- 
proved of.    This  is  alL 

"  Salutations,  O  Governor  Browne,  to  yOn  and 
Mr.  McLean.  My  love  is  this  letter  to  yon,  and 
do  you  write  and  send  me  your  love.  It  is 
ended. — Prom  your  friend, 

"  WiBBxn  Kutai  Wmn.'* 

It  was  fair  to  tha  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  as- 
sume that  he  had  not  read  this  letter  when  ha 
wrote  his  despatch;  and  he  (Mr.  Swainaon) 
was  satisfied  that,  when  it  came  to  be  read, 
and  by  the  light  of  the  explanatory  ststementi 
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«(mtained  in  the  Ooremor's  despateh,  neither 
the  Doke  of  Newcastle  nor  any  other  fair- 
minded  man  would  characterize  it  as  "a  re- 
iMlUoas  interdict."  For  want  of  reliable  in- 
fmmation,  also,  the  Dake  of  Newcastle  had, 
nnfortmiately,  been  led  into  a  eerions  error  on 
•Bother  point  of  great  importance.  "In  the 
Mme  way,"  writes  the  Doke,  "  at  the  pablio 
meeting  when  Teira  offered  the  land,  and  dur- 
ing the  many  months  which  elapsed  before  the 
-aturey,  he  gave  no  reasons  for  his  opposition — 
he  offned  no  explanations  of  it."  On  this  point 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  been  misled  by  the 
-official  report  which  had  been  sent  Home  of  the 
proceedings  which  took  place  at  the  meeting  in 
'question.  According  to  that  report  William 
King  was  asked,  "Does  the  land  belong  to 
Teir»  and  his  party?"  and  he  is  reported  to 
have  said,  "  Yes,  the  land  is  theirs  ;  but  I  will 
'  not  let  them  sell  it."  It  was  not  surprising, 
tiierefore,  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  the 
public  generally,  had  regarded  William  King's 
opposition  as  an  unwarrantable  interference. 
But  another  report  on  the  proceedings  of  that 
meeting  had  afterwards  been  published,  under 
•official  authority,  which  gave  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent but,  he  (Mr.  Swainson)  believed,  the 
-oorrect  version  of  the  subject.  According  to  the 
latter  report  William  King  did  give  a  reason 
for  his  opposition,  claiming  for  himself  and  his 
followers  an  interest  in  the  land.  According  to 
the  statement  in  the  Native  OasetU,  published 
by  the  Qovemment,  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"  Does  not  that  piece  of  land  belong  to  Taylor  ?  " 
William  King  is  reported  to  have  replied,  "  It 
belongs  to  Taylor  and  all  of  us ;  but,  as  he  is 
setting  it  adrift  to  sea,  I  shall  seize  upon  it  and 
drag  it  ashore  again."  When  he  should  have  re- 
ceived this  corrected  version  of  the  transaction 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  would  hardly  maintain 
that  the  chief  of  the  Waitara  had  never  claimed 
4tn  interest  in  the  land.  But  it  was  maintained 
hy  the  Duke  that  no  injustice  hsul  been  done  to 
William  King  aad.  his  followers  by  the  employ- 
ment of  military  force,  as  it  had  been  employed 
— as  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  appeared  to  think 
— only  for  the  pmpose  of  effecting  a  survey  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  much  or  how 
little  of  the  land  was  owned  by  Teira  and  his 
party.  But  it  would  be  seen  by  the  Council  that 
'  tiie  local  authorities,  by  whom  the  military  force 
had  been  employed,  heii  given  a  very  different  ex- 
planation of  their  object.  On  the  26th  January, 
1860,  the  Superintendonl  of  Taranaki  was 
officially  informed  that  military  force  would  of 
neoessi^  be  employed,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  by  survey  how  much  or  how  little 
of  the  block  was  owned  by  Teira,  but  "  to  retain 
and  occupy  that  land  on  behalf  of  the  Crown." 
'On  the  OSbad  February  the  Natives  were  given  to 
understand,  by  a  Proclamation  in  the  Maori  lan- 
.-guage,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment that "  the  law  of  fighting  was  to  commence, 
«nd  that  until  further  notice  fighting  was  to  be 
the  order  of  the  day ; "  and  in  we  English  pro- 
clamation of  martial  law,  of  the  same  date,  the 
public  were  informed  tiiat  "active  military 
operations  were  about  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
Qaeen'i  forces  ugainst  Nativea  in  the  Pto- 


vinoe  of  Taranaki."  Further,  to  make  their 
object  clear,  the  Qoverxunent,  a  few  days  after- 
wards, oironlated  a  manifesto  amongst  the 
Natives  throughout  the  Northern  Island  con- 
taining the  statements — That  the  Qovemor  ao- 
oepted  Te  Teira's  offer  conditionally  on  it* 
being  shown  that  he  had  an  undisputed  title ; 
that  Te  Teira's  title  had  been  carefully  in- 
vestigated,  and  found  to  be  good;  that  it 
was  not  disputed  by  any  one ;  that  payment 
for  the  land  had  been  received  by  Teira, 
and  that  it  now  belonged  to  the  Queen. 
After  the  publication  of  such  a  manifesto, 
what  other  conclusion,  he  would  ask,  could  the 
Natives  come  to  than  that  the  whole  of  the 
block  was  claimed  to  have  become  the  property 
of  _  the  Queen  ?  And  on  the  2nd  ol  March 
Odvemor  Browne  accordingly  informed  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
request  Colonel  Gold  "  to  occupy  the  land  at 
the  month  of  the  Waitara  with  Her  Majesty's 
troops."  And  on  the  following  day  he  requested 
that  officer  "to  take  military  possession  of 
the  land  purchased  from  the  chief  Teira  at  the 
Waitara  Kiver."  Under  these  circumstances, 
if  the  object  of  the  Government  had  been 
simply  to  effect  a  survey  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining how  much  or  how  little  of^the  block 
was  owned  by  Te  Teira,  he  (Mr.  Swainson) 
could  only  repeat  his  regret  that  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  had  not  been  more  clearly 
expressed.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  appeared 
also  to  have  fallen  into  an  error  on  another 
point — that  the  homesteads  of  William  King 
and  his  i>eople  were  not  destroyed  until  after 
hostile  acts  had  been  committed  by  them.  On 
this  point  he  (Mr.  Swainson)  was  prepared  to 
maintain — and  he  did  so  with  some  knowledge, 
and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  subject- 
that,  when  martial  law  was  pitMslaimed  at  Ta- 
ranaki, and  when  the  Natives  were  informed 
that  military  operations  were  about  to  be  un- 
dertaken against  them,  the  chief  of  Waiteura 
and  his  people  were  not  in  rebellion  against 
the  Queen's  sovereignty,  and  that,  when  they 
were  driven  from  the  land,  when  their  pas 
were  destroy^,  when  their  houses  were  set 
fire  to,  and  when  their  cultivations  were  laid 
waste,  no  proof  had  been  given  that  they  had 
committed  any  crime.  But  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle maintained  that  they  had  not  been 
driven  from  the  land,  but  that  they  had  "  aban- 
doned their  pas  in  consciousness  of  hostility." 
What  chance,  what  hope,  he  (Mr.  Swainson) 
would  ask,  could  there  be  for  the  Native 
people  of  these  Islands,  when  such  an  argument 
as  that  could  be  made  use  of  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  ?  If  they  applied  for  redress  to  the 
Courts  of  the  country  they  would  be  told  that 
the  Supreme  Court  had  no  jurisdiction  in  ques- 
tions relating  to  their  territorial  rights.  When 
they  appealed  to  the  Crown  for  redress,  they  had 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  nothing 
but  a  curt  and  discouraging  reply.  If  they 
made  preparations  to  protect  themselves,  they 
were  dealt  with  as  rebels  against  the  sovereign 
authority  of  the  Crown ;  and  if,  instead  oi  a^ 
tempting  to  maintain  Uieir  ground,  they  re- 
tired under  threat  of  martiAl  law  and  on  Um 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3018 


Waitara  QuttUon.  [GOONCIL.]       Waitara  QuttHon,     [Dbo.  U 


kpproaoh  d  the  Queen's  tioopi,  tii«j  wete  told, 
M  if  to  add  insult  to  injury,  that  they  had  not 
been  driven  from  their  homes,  but  that  they 
"  abutdeBed  them  in  oonaciooaneM  of  hostility." 
Snoh  wflM  some  of  the  points  oonneoted  with 
the  employment  of  military  toroe  against  Wil- 
liam King  on  which  the  highest  authorities 
were  still  at  issue.  Believing,  then,  that  the 
•xplanatoiy  statements  contained  in  the  Go- 
vomor's  despatch  had  an  important  bearing  cm. 
tba  subject,  he  could  benoputy  to  a  resolution 
that,  "having  that  despatch  before  them,  it 
was  not  necessary  to  reconsider  the  resolution 
passed  in  this  Council  on  the  4th  instant." 
He  would  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That,  as  the  information  relating  to  the  Waitara 
oontalned  in  the  Governor's  reply  to  the  Duke 
of  Kewcastle  mi^t  have  influenced  their  de- 
oision,  the  Oouuoil  deeire  to  record  their  regret 
that  His  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  26th  of 
October  was  not  laid  before  them  before  the 
Council  were  called  upon  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolutions  proposed  for  their  adoption. 

The  Hon.  Br.  POLLEN  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Coonoil  divided  on  the  amendment. 


Ayes,  4. 

OilflUan 

Sewell 

Swainson. 

Pollen 

Nois,  6. 

Amey 

Bichmond 

Walton 

Henzies 

Salmon 

Whitaker. 

Majority  agunst,  3. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  motion  could  be  put  into  a  form  which 
would  appear  less  disrespectful  to  His  Excel- 
lency. The  Oouncil  were  asked  to  say  that 
noUiing  His  Excellency  had  said  was  worth 
paying  any  attention  to;  but  no  one  who 
looked  at  His  Excellency's  despatch  and  memo- 
randum, and  the  words  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
oastle,  could  say  that  was  a  right  and  fitting 
mode  in  which  to  treat  that  despatch  and 
memorandum.  By  their  former  resolution 
they  had  declared  their  entire  dissent  from  the 
views  taken  by  the  Oovemor,  and  had  en- 
deavoured to  bring  the  Duke  of  NewcasUe  in 
as  if  siding  with  the  Council  in  the  vievrs  it 
had  expressed;  but,  in  point  of  faot,  justice 
had  not  been  done  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
for  he  had  not  expressed  any  opinion  bearing 
that  character,  but  he  had  stated  the  general 
oonclusion  which  he  had  come  to.  The  Duke 
said,  after  a  full  statement  of  the  case, — 

"  I  hold,  therefore,  that  no  injustice — and  it 
is  with  the  question  of  justice  only  that  I  am 
now  dealing — was  either  intended  or  done  to 
William  Kmg  and  his  followers  by  the  employ- 
ment of  military  force  to  carry  into  effect  the 
survey  of  the  Waitara  land  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  how  much  or  how  little  of  it  is 
owned  by  Teira  and  the  others  who  joined  wiUt 
him  in  the  sale  to  the  Crown." 

The  Duke  distinctly  grounded  his  ofonion  on 

tbapositionthat  the  inteicference  of  tbemilitaiT 

WM  for  the  purpose  of  asoertaining  how  nntoh 

land  was  owned  by  Taira  and  how  muoh  by 

EoH.  Ur.  Sivaitwm 


otiien.  Ih«B  tiis  OoreeMr  wjoiaed  to  that,, 
and  eactainly  did  Bot  appear  to  him  (Mjc.  S«w«d]) 
to  iplace  the  thing  befoia  th«  Dnln  in  a  li^t 
whioh  made  it  ntteriy  impdeaibia  that  tiw 
mattet  should  still  deserve  letioaa  "^i-iiilsta 
tion  and  fnrthar  diseusnen.  The  Qvtmatft, 
in  reply  to  the  Duke,  refarzed  to  Oovsomc 
Browne's  despatch,  in  which  it  waa  distiaatty 
stated  that  he  had  "  accepted  Teink's  oSec  etab- 
ditionally  on  its  being  shown  that  ha  had  sa 
tmdisputed  title,"  that  that  titlo  bad  been 
"  eurefully  investigated  and  found  to  be  good," 
that  it  was  "  not  disputed  by  any  one,"  te. 
In  this  state  of  the  oonttoveisy  was  it  fitting 
for  them  to  pronounce  that  there  waa  '««*>»'f[ 
further,  that  the  case  was  settled,  that  tha 
matter  was  no  longer  open  for  oonsidflEatioa, 
but  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  reconsider  those  xesolntiaas,  and 
that  the  matter  which  the  Oovetnor  had  plaeal 
in  this  memorandum  was  of  very  littts  im- 
portance and  had  so  little  beaang  on  th» 
subject  that  they  did  not  think  it  worth  whila 
to  take  any  notice  of  it?  He  hoped  and 
trusted  the  Council  would  not  commit  them- 
selves to  a  course  which  oonld  not  but  be- 
taken by  His  Excellency  as  gravely  lafleetiag 
upon  him,  as  if  he  were  placing  before  thea 
documents  which  were  inelevant,  and  stating 
matters  of  fact  whioh  were  thrown  entirdy 
aside  ;  and  he  hoped  the  CooBcil  would  agne 
with  him  in  so  modifying  the  resolntion  tbaC. 
instead  of  the  latter  words,  oommaaeing  "it  at 
opinion,"  the  following  be  inserted :  "  defers 
any  further  expression  of  opinion  on  the  nutter 
in  question  until  the  Secretary  of  Stskte's  teptf 
shall  have  been  received  to  such  (iespatnh  ud 
memorandum."  How  ridiculous  womd  be  th» 
position  of  the  Council  if  the  Duke  in  his  reply 
should  say,  "  Well,  I  have  now  considered  u* 
matter  you  have  put  before  me,  and  mta  bound 
to  say  that  my  former  despatob  was  written 
under  a  mis<q>prehension  of  Uie  facta  "  I  and  he 
thought  it  not  unlikely  that  his  Orace  woaU 
give  that  reply,  or  at  all  events  declare  the 
matter  one  that  should  be  further  inTestigatad ; 
for  it  was  impossible  that  his  Qraoe  oonld  pot 
aside  those  statements  of  the  Governor  as  if 
they  had  no  weight  in  them.  He  moved  tha 
amendment  which  he  had  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  GILFILLAN  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  prolong  the  discussion,  for  only  a  ttm 
dajrs  ago  the  Council  detenninad  that  ibu 
question  should  not  be  discussed.  He  did  not 
complain  of  the  honouraUe  the  mover  taking 
advantage  of  the  rules  of  the  House  to  bring  oa 
a  case  twice ;  but  he  did  regret  that,  af tw  a 
number  of  honourable  members  on  both  aim 
had  left  for  the  South  with  iiheL  distinct  ander- 
standing  that  the  Waitara  qnesUon  was  settled 
for  this  session,  the  Waitara  questiaa  shoakl 
be  bion^t  up  again.  Suppose  he,  an  AneUaad 
member,  were  to  bring  up  the  seat  of  Qovam- 
mont  question  again,  and  move  an  address  i»- 
versing  ^e  former  one,  an  address  whid 
would  be  carried  that  ds^  or  the  Baxt,wli^ 
what  would  be  said  of  the  nnfairaees  of  soeh  a 
ooiurse  t  But  that  would  be  a  course  which  bs 
would  be  ashamed  to  take;  and  now  ha  < 
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gjiuiwd  titat,  after  tiia  sonihtni  memben  had 
bit,  the  Waitaift  qoeatioa  should  be  brought 
up  again. 

The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  ABNET  said  he  was 
90t  one  of  those  who  tiionght  the  question 
QOght  sot  to  be  discussed,  and  he  would  not 
have  voted  for  the  resolution  giTen  notice  of 
In  tiie  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker.  He  thought  the 
Qoonoil  had  in  a  great  degree  abrogated  its 
position,  by  having  from  session  to  session 
ayoided  a  full  discussion  on  the  merits  of  that 
gnbjeot.  He  thought  it  had  shown  a  want  of 
eontage  in  doing  so,  and  he  thought  the  ex- 
planation, that  they  did  not  wish  to  enter  upon 
a  subject  which  might  excite  party  feeling,  was 
an  unsatisfactory  explanation,  because  it  was 
their  duty  to  discuss  it  without  parly  feeling, 
and  yet  to  discuss  it  on  its  merits;  and  he 
should  not  have  complained  if,  now  that  afiairs 
had  developed  themselves  to  the  extent  they 
had,  the  subject  had  been  brought  on  the  table 
for  discussion  at  a  reasonable  period  of  the 
■aasion.  He  would  gladly  have  availed  himself 
of  this  opportunity  to  discuss  it ;  but  he  thought 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Council,  and 
the  present  period  of  the  session,  it  was  a  great 
anomaly  for  them  to  take  advantage  of  any 
issolntion  to  go  into  the  particulars  of  the 
Waitara  question.  He  regretted,  therefore, 
that  BO  much  had  been  said  by  his  honourable 
friend  Mx.  Swainson.  He  jChief  Justice  Amey) 
could  not  pretend  to  deal  with  the  mass  of  facts, 
despatches,  correspondence,  &o.,  connected 
with  this  subject  m  less  than  two  or  three 
hours,  if  he  had  all  the  material  arranged  to 
hand  and  thought  over.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  it  was  not  fitting  to  bring  up  the  subject 
at  the  present  stage  of  the  session.  He  under- 
stood the  feeling  of  the  Council  was  that  they 
felt  themselves  invited,  by  the  despatch  being 
sent  down,  to  make  some  answer  to  His  Excel- 
lency, and  the  motion  amounted  to  a  declara- 
tion of  that  opinion — in  other  words,  that  the 
Council  would  sit  in  judgment  between  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  and  Her  Majesty's 
tapresentative  in  these  Islands,  or  else  that 
they  would  defer  their  opinion  to  one  or  the 
other.  Now,  he  hoped,  as  long  as  he  sat  in  that 
Oonnoil,  to  exercise  an  independent  judgment, 
and  would  not  defer  his  opinion  to  either.  He 
had  formed  his  own  opinion  on  the  question. 
He  had  read  with  deep  attention  the  opinions 
of  the  writers  in  this  colony  who  had  treated 
on  this  subject  —  Sic  William  Martin  and 
ethers  whose  opinions  they  could  not  but 
iwmect.  He  had  considered  them  deeply; 
and  he  believed  he  was  about  the  only  man  in 
the  colony  who  had  had  to  consider  those 
questions  under  a  sense  of  practical  responsi- 
bility,  because,  if,  at  an  early  stage  of  this  Wai- 
tftia  history,  one  of  the  so-called  insurgents 
btd  been  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  for 
^al  for  high  Ueason,  he  would  have  been  the 
Judge  called  upon  to  try  that  person;  and 
ijherefore  he  had  been  obliged  to  loyk  at  the 
•tttject,  not  as  a  politician,  but  as  one  who 
l^iisw  wat  the  life  or  death  df  a  fellow-subject 
would  hang  on  the  decision — entailing  on  him 
*  great  responsibility ;  and,  when  he  read  the 


publioationa  he  had  referred  to,  he  sent  copies 
of  them  to  high  authorities  in  England,  and 
was  glad  to  find  that  their  opinion  agreed  with 
his  own — ^whioh  he  had  previously  noted  down 
^while  he  regretted  that  they  were  totally  the 
opposite  of  those  that  had  been  expressed  by 
these  learned  gentlemen  in  New  Zealand. 
They  looked  at  uiia  question  with  very  different^ 
feelings  and  from  very  diSerent  aspects ;  and, 
while  a  document  was  referred  to  by  one  party 
as  conclusive  one  way,  to  hia  mind  it  was  as 
conclusive  as  possible  the  other,  and  he  would 
appeal  for  authorities  on  his  side  to  the  very 
despatehes  and  correspondence  relied  on  by 
the  others.  He  saw  the  same  terms  used  in 
them  in  such  difierent  ways  :  the  word  "  land  " 
made  to  apply  to  such  diilerent  quantities; 
and  payment  taken  to  mean  the  payment  of 
the  entire  sum,  though  by  the  laws  of  England, 
almost  every  one  knew,  when  an  instalment 
was  paid  and  possession  offered  by  the  sellers, 
the  buyer  had  as  much  right  to  possession  as 
if  he  had  paid  the  whole,  and  was  said 
to  have  paid  for  the  land.  He  (Chief  Justice 
Amey)  could  not  allow  himself  to  express 
any  opinion  at  all  merely  in  speaking  to 
one  of  these  resolutions  at  this  stage  of 
the  session.  The  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swainson  suggested  likewise  that  the  informa- 
tion relating  to  Waitara  contained  in  the 
memorandum  might  have  influenced  the  de- 
cision of  the  Council.  He  confessed  he  did  not 
think  it  could  have  influenced  his  opinion — at 
all  events,  in  the  sense  in  which  those  words 
committed  him.  It  was  no  part  of  his  duty  at 
all  publicly  <»  sit  in  judgment  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Governor  of  this 
colony.  He  wished  to  avoid  it,  and  he  should 
be  glad  indeed,  if  there  was  anythuig  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies  that  looked 
disrespectful  to  the  Qovemor,  amd  if  he  could 
see  something  suggested  that  would  not  pled^ 
him— as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell's  amendment  did 
pledge  him — to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  matter,, 
then  he  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  it.  He  had 
thought  of  whether  some  wofds  might  be  intro- 
duce expressing  that  no  benefit  or  advantage 
could  arise  from  discussion  during  the  present 
stage  of  the  session.  He  would  vote  for  such 
an  amendment,  but  otherwise  would  give  his 
vote  for  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies'  resolution,  on 
the  ground  that  he  declined,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  Council,  to  reopen  the  subjeet  ci 
the  Waitara. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  he  would  havft 
no  objection,  if  the  necessary  words  were  struck 
out,  to  insert  words  such  as  those  proposed  by 
the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Amey. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be 
so  omitted." 

Atbs,  4. 
Oilfillan  Sewell 

Pollen  Swainso^. 

Nobs,  6. 
Amey  Bichmond         Walton 

Menzies  Salmon  Whitaker. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  GILFHiLAN  saggeated  that 
ihe  Oounoil  should  go  into  Oommittee,  and 
endeavour  to  agree  npon  a  form  of  words  that 
-should  dismiss  from  -any  person's  mind  the 
feeling  that  they  were  doing  anything  disre- 
spectful to  His  Excellency. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER  thought  it  was 
irregular  to  keep  making  amendments  after 
the  question  had  been  put. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  question 
had  not  yet  been  amended,  and  therefore  it 
was  quite  regular  to  propose  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  said  his  object  was 
-vimply  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  discour- 
tesy ;  and,  to  eSect  that  object,  he  would  move, 
That  all  the  words  after  the  words  "  opinion 
that "  be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  the 
following :  "  no  practical  advantage  can  arise 
from  reconsidering  the  resolutions  of  the  4th 
■of  December  instant." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHTTAKER  did  not  thinlc 
the  amendment  was  in  order,  the  words  being 
tiie  same  as  those  which  the  Council  had 
already  refused  to  strike  out. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  the 
omission  previously  proposed  had  gone  further 
•back. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  remarked  that  the 
•question  of  the  veilidity  of  the  purchase  appeared 
to  depend  entirely  on  the  doubtful  interpreta- 
tion of  words  uttered  and  words  written  in 
letters.  Bat  the  Maoris  were  able  to  express 
&eir  ideas  in  a  straightforward  manner,  and 
•they  had  had  plenty  of  opportunity  to  do  so. 
With  respect  to  the  charge  of  vant  of  cour- 
tesy, he  thought  that,  as  the  Qovemor  had  gone 
so  far  as  to  notice  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
Jature  as  he  had  done,  it  would  not  be  cour- 
teous to  pass  by  entirely  without  notice  the 
^papers  he  had  sent  down.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell  vitiated 
the  intention  of  the  resolution,  which  was  to 
declare  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that,  after 
-consideration  of  these  documents,  they  found 
nothing  in  them  to  induce  them  to  alter  their 
opinion.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Sewell's  amendment 
related  to  a  totally  difierent  matter,  and  he 
oonld  not  accept  it. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Council  divided  on  tbe  original  motion. 


Ana,  6. 

Amey 

Richmond 

Walton 

Menzies 

Salmon 

Whitaker 

Nobs,  4. 
Qilflllan  Sewell 

Pollen  Swainson. 

Majority  for,  2.  • 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Resolution  ordered  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
Eon.  the  Speaker  to  His  Excellency  the  Oo- 
Temor,  with  a  request  that  he  will  tiunsmit  the 
same  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Seotetuy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies. 

PINANOIAL. 
On  the  motion  oC  the  Hon.  Sfr.  8EWEIX>, 
it  WM  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  npon  the 


table  a  letom  of  any  minnteA  or  Oiden  ia 
Conneil  under  the  2^id  seotioii  <A  "  The  Ap- 
propriation Act,  1862." 

WAITARA  INQUIRT  COMMISSION  BUL. 
The  Waitara  Inquiry  Commission  Bill  «m 
further  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported.  Bill  ordered  to  be  fmflier 
considered  in  Committee  this  day  three  moatla, 
and  accordingly  thrown  out. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  six  o'clock  pjn. 
until  to-morrow  at  noon. 


HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVB8, 
Friday,  11th  December,  1863. 


Order  of  Bnsiness — Conferences — ATTiaTi«iin«ntai  bj 
LegiBlatlve  Conneil  —  Petition  of  Wakattpa 
Biiner»— Waitara  Question— Land  pnrduuai 

Mr.  Spbasbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'elo^ 
Pb&tebs. 

ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  called  the  attention olMt. 
Speaker  to  the  orders  of  the  day  appearing  oa 
the  Order  Paper  having  been  placed  before  tiu 
notices  of  motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  was  the  second  tens 
on  which  the  orders  of  the  day  were  fixed  to 
be  taken  in  consideration  first.  It  was  com- 
petent for  the  Oovemment  to  arrange  that  tlie 
Qovemment  business  should  be  takai  first  ca 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  might  offer  this  ez^autkB 
to  the  honourable  member :  that  the  Bills  pro- 
posed were  not  really  Qovemment  measure^ 
but,  having  been  sent  up  with  amendments  from 
the  Legislative  Council,  it  was  thought  desiraUa 
to  have  them  passed.  The  Clerk  of  the  Counoil 
had  suggested  to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  the  adris- 
ability  of  having  the  Bills  attended  to  first,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  put  in  the  hands  ol 
the  printers,  and  the  amendments  made  u 
quickly  as  possible. 

CONFERENCES. 

It  was  agreed.  That  a  Free  Conference  be 
requested  with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  OliigB 
Waste  Lands  Bill  QJo.  1) ;  and  that  Mr.  Stafford, 
Mr.  Wayne,  and  Mr.  Qillies  be  the  Managers  on 
the  part  of  this  House. 

It  was  subsequently  reported  that  the  Con- 
ference had  agreed  to  reomnmend  oeitaiB 
amendments  for  adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  House. 

It  was  agreed,  That  a  Free  Gonferenoe  be- 
reqnested  with  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
subject  of  their  amendments  in  the  VaoeinatHa 
Bill ;  and  that  Mr.  Stafford,  Mr.  Wayne,  and 
Mr.  Gillies  be  the  Managers  on  tiie  part  of  this 
House.     • 

It  was  subsequently  reported  that  the.Oen- 
ferenoe  had  agreed  to  recommend  oerttia 
amendments  for  adoption. 

Report  adopted  by  the  Hbnse. 
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AMENDMENTS    BY   LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Conncil  in  the  following  Bills  were  read,  and 
•greed  to  by  the  House :  Otago  Waste  Lands 
Bill  (No.  2),  Ocddflelds  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

PETITION  OF  WAKATIPU  MINERS. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  What  was  the  date  on  which  the  petf- 
tion  of  the  Wakatipa  miners  was  received  at  the 
Aaokland  Post-office ;  what  the  address  speci- 
fied as  to  the  parties  to  whom  the  petition 
shoold  be  delivered  in  the  event  of  Captain 
Baldwin's  absence ;  the  date  of  the  receipt  of 
the  petition  by  Ministers ;  the  date  of  its  trans- 
mission by  Ministers  to  His  Excellency,  and 
of  its  retnm  ? 

Mr.  GILLIES  s^d,  as  to  the  first  question, 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  inform  the  hononr- 
able  member.  With  zegard  to  the  address,  he 
would  read  a  letter  which  had  been  received  by 
the  "  Rangatita  "  on  Friday,  the  4th.  [Letter 
read.]  The  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker  received  the 
petition,  and  had  presented  it  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  who  hod  afterwards  forwarded  it 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  There  had  been  no 
delay  in  presenting  the  petition  to  the  House, 
seeing  that  it  only  arrived  by  mail  last  Friday. 

Mr.  FOX  then  moved,  That  the  petition  from 
certain  miners  at  Waikatipn  be  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WAITABA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  STAFFORD— in  rising  to  move  the  reso- 
lution, in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Message  No. 
15,  of  -which  he  had  given  notice — said  that,  if 
the  House  did  not  make  some  formal  reply  to 
His  Excellency's  message,  it  inight  be  con- 
sidered as  having  acted  disrespectfully  towards 
His  Ezoellenoy,  and  also  as  being  placed  in  a 
somewhat  anomalous  position,  inasmuch  as  the 
■nbjeot-matter  of  that  message  had  originated 
iritn  the  House  itself.  It  would  be  in  the 
teooUeotion  of  honourable  gentlemen  that  the 
Colonial  Secretarv,  in  moving  that  His  Excel- 
lency's message  be  taken  into  consideration, 
had,  for  certain  reasons,  refrained  from  himself 
proposing  any  specific  reply,  but  had  merely 
concluded  his  remarks  with  the  formal  motion 
that  a  despatch  which  he  laid  upon  the  table 
at  the  time  should  be  printed.  The  honourable 
gentleman  hsul  thus  made  no  attempt  to  reply 
to  the  questions  asked  by  His  Excellency. 
Nor  did  it  devolve  upon  him  (Mr.  Stafford)  on 
that  occasion  to  move  a  reply,  as  the  subject 
had  been  originated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  who  hsul  proposed  resolutions  with 
zeference  to  it.  On  the  day  when  the  message 
yms  to  be  discussed  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  was,  on 
entering  the  House,  accosted  by  that  honour- 
able member,  who  said,  "  I  have  arranged  with 
Mr.  Fox  that  this  question  shall  be  postponed." 
The  honourable  gentleman  then  left  the  House, 
without  explaining  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
arrangement  —  whether  it  was  arranged  that 
the  question  should  be  postponed  until  another 
day  or  for  the  session,  which  was  just  aboirt  to 
close.    Some  time  afterwards,  seeing  that  it 


was  possible  that  some  discussion  might  arisft- 
upon  the  subject,  he  tried  to  find  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  but  failed  to  do  so, 
either  in  the  precincts  of  the  House  or  in  those- 
portions  of  the  town  into  which  he  went  to- 
look  for  him,  as  he  (Mr.  Stafford)  did  not  feel 
satisfied  at  the  position  in  which  the  question- 
appeared  likely  to  be  left.  When  he  retnmedi 
to  the  House  after  searching  for  the  honourable 
member  for  Cheviot  be  found  that  some  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  had  taken  place,  and 
some  speeches  bad  been  made  upon  the  matter 
in  his  absence,  which,  he  must  say,  he  regretted 
exceedingly  he  was  not  present  to  hear,  and  the 
purport  of  which  he  had  only  fully  learnt  the 
next  morning  from  the  newspapers,  although,, 
it  was  true,  he  had  been  verbally  informed  on 
the  previous  day  as  to  their  character.  Aftec 
the  House  had  adjourned  he  met  the  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot,  and  told  him  that  the 
House  had  been  placed  in  rather  an  awkward 
position  in  consequence  of  no  reply  having 
been  proposed  to  the  Governor's  message,  which 
required  that  some  notice  should  be.  ttucen  of  iti 
He  also  told  him  that  he  bsid  heard  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  did  not  conceive  that  he 
had  entered  into  any  arrangement  to  postpone 
the  question.  The  Colonial  Secreta^  would 
now  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  what  hi» 
impression  was  on  the  subject,  in  speaking  to 
the  present  motion.  Having,  however,  heard 
from  more  than  one  person  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  disavowed  that  he  had  entered  into 
any  agreement  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  question — which  had  thus,  from  some  mis- 
understanding, been  suffered  to  lapse — it  be- 
came imperative  that  the  House  should  have 
an  opportunity  afforded  it  of  agreeing  to  ». 
reply  to  the  Governor,  and  he  had  accordingly 
brought  this  subject  before  the  House  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  regretted  very  much, 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  waa- 
not  in  his  place,  and  that,  having  initiated  iw 
question  which  was  calculated  to  elicit  veiy 
strong  expressions  of  opinion,  he  had  not  re- 
mained to  have  fairly  seen  the  matter  to  a  con- 
clusion, the  more  so  as  the  question  was  one  of 
opinion  between  the  Governor  and  the  House,. 
— a  position  at  all  times  a  special  one,  and  which 
he  sincerely  trusted  —  and  honourable  mem- 
bers would  agree  with  him  in  trustug — would- 
but  rarely  occur  in  future,  having  regard  to  the 
practice  whicb  should  obtain  under  the  respon- 
sible form  of  government.  But,  as  the  House 
had  taken  the  step  of  specifically  addressing 
the  Governor  as  to  a  certain  course  of  action 
taken  by  His  Excellency,  it  was  certainly  due- 
both  to  the  Governor  and  to  the  House  that 
any  questions  put  to  the  House  by  His  Excel- 
lency with  reference  to  the  subject  as  to  which 
tlie  House  had  addressed  him  should  be  an- 
swered. With  this  view,  he  now  proposed  the 
resolution  standing  in  his  name,  which,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  he  would  slightly  alter 
before  moving.  He  thought  the  resolution 
would  be  found  fairly  to  state  the  action  which 
the  House  had  taken.  It  disclaimed  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  particular  statements  referred  to  ia. 
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the  Oovemor's  messeige ;  but  it  did  eontro<rert 
the  statements  as  to  the  cause  of  qnarrel  be- 
tween the  GoTemment  and  William  King  in 
1860.  He  proposed  to  omit  all  the  words  at  the 
end  of  the  resolution  after  the  word  "  qusmrel." 
He  proposed  to  do  this  because  it  was  mmeces- 
■easy  for  the  House  to  assign  specifically  any 
particular  reasons  for  its  opinion,  nnle^s  it 
went  into  the  whole  question  of  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  1860.  The  House,  in  a  marked 
manner,  had,  throughout  the  session,  for- 
borne to  argue  or  discuss  the  Waitara  ques- 
tion. It  had  merely  declared  that  it  did 
not  accept  as  accurate  certain  statements  in 
His  Excellency's  despatches  from  which  cer- 
tain inferences  might  be  drawn.  But  it  had 
forborne  from  discussing  the  whole  question  of 
the  Waitara.  Whiether  it  had  done  so  wisely 
was  a  matter  of  individual  opinion.  For  his 
own  port  he  had  been  ready  at  any  time  to 
debate  the  question,  and  had  come  down  to  the 
House  prepared  to  debate  it  fully  on  the  25th 
November,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  had  given  notice  to  move  his  resolutions. 
He  had  then  come  down  armed  with  references 
on  the  subject ;  but,  owing  to  no  remarks  hav- 
ing been  made  after  the  Fesolutiotts  had  been 
moved,  no  debate  had  followed.  He  did  not 
now  intend,  in  such  a  thin  House,  to  argue  the 
question,  but  merely  wished  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  House  to  reply  to  the  Oovemor's 
last  message,  first,  that  a  message  which 
should  have  an  answer  should  not  remain  un- 
answered ;  secondly,  that  the  House  might  re- 
assert the  opinion  conveyed  by  its  previous 
resolutions  on  the  subject;  and,  thirdly,  that 
an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  explain  as  to  the  arrangement 
(Stated  to  have  becQ  mode  between  him  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot — the  belief  in 
which  arrangement  having  prevented  a  reply 
being  proposed  to  the  Governor's  message  at 
what  would  have  been  the  most  proper  time 
for  replying  to  it.  He  would  now  move,  That 
this  House,  having  htwl  under  consideration  the 
Oovemor's  Message  No.  IS,  with  its  enclosures, 
and  also  His  Excellency's  despatch  to  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  fbr  the  Colonies  of 
the  26th  October,  1868,  with  the  memorandum 
enclosed,  resolves  that  this  House  did  not,  by 
its  resolution  of  the  25th  November  last,  desire 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  or 
•otherwise  of  the  three  statements  specified  in 
the  enclosure  to  the  Oovemor's  Message  No.  15, 
inasmuch  as  those  statements  do  not  appear 
to  affect  the  question  of  the  justice  of  exert- 
ing military  force  against  William  King  and 
his  allies ;  but  this  House  does  controvert  the 
statements  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  as  to  the 
«ause  of  the  quarrel. 

Mr.  FOX  regretted  exceedingly  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  was  not  in  his 
place.  He  considered  that  that  honourable 
member's  action  and  abstinence  from  action 
were  equally  unfortunate — that  his  presence  in 
the  House  and  his  absence  from  it  were  equally 
to  be  regretted.  It  was  a  great  pity  that,  after 
the  ill-advised  course  he  had  pursued  in  raising 
Mr.  Stafford 


the  Waitara  qneation,  he  shoold  hcve  gnitttd 
Auckland  leaving  so  troublesome  a  legiej  be- 
hind him.  His  (Mr.  Fox's)  admowledgiaaitl 
were  due  to  the  honourable  member  for  Kelsaa 
City  for  the  temperate  manner  in  which  he  hal 
addressed  the  House  on  the  question,  md  be 
the  terms  in  which  he  had  stated  his  resoloiiaD 
— terms  to  which,  although  he  himsdf  eoald 
not  concur  in  the  motion,  as  the  hcnorrrula 
the  mover  could  not  expect  him,  he  wotdd 
offer  so  further  opposition  thao  in  not  grrisg 
his  voice  in  their  favour:  he  shoold  not  attenot 
to  divide  the  House  upon  the  motion,  a 
reference  to  the  statement  which  the  honour- 
able member  had  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  hod  come  ts 
some  arrangement  that  the  discussion  aa  ia 
resolution  should  be  postponed,  he  most  ex- 
press his  very  great  astonishment,  as  he«u 
not  aware  of  any  arrangement,  and  heard  of  it 
now  for  the  first  time.  It  was  possible  that 
some  conversation  might  have  taken  placement 
that  order  of  the  day  being  postponed  to  tODM 
other  order  of  the  day ;  but  he  had  no  ie<(^ee- 
tion  whatever  of  any  snoh  arrangement  And 
what  strongly  confinned  his  view  of  that  fact 
was  that  £e  honourable  member  for  Cberiot, 
having  left  the  House,  returned  whilst  he  (Mr. 
Fox)  was  actually  speaking  upon  the  motion,  m 
that  he  must  have  been  aware  that  the  sobjeet 
was  being  taken  into  consideration.  It  was 
therefore  scaroely  possible,  seeiiig  what  tibe 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  said 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said  he  allnded  to  a  con- 
versation with  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  before  the  question  came  on.  He  wis 
not  aware,  but  it  was  possible  the  hononnUe 
member  might  have  entered  the  House  for  a 
few  minutes.  He  (Mr.  Stafford)  was  absent 
himself,  and  did  not  know. 

Mr.  FOX  said  he  was  aware  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  was  himself  oot 
of  the  House  at  the  time  he  was  alluding  to. 
The  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  had  also 
been  out  of  the  House ;  but,  if  his  (Mr  Fox%) 
recollection  served  him  truly,  whilst  he  (lb. 
Fox)  was  addressing  the  House  on  the  motioD, 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  returned, 
crossed  the  House,  stayed  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  left  again.  However  this  might  be,  he 
had  a  further  recollection  upon  the  subject, 
which,  he  thought,  oonolnsively  proved  thit 
there  had  been  no  such  understanding  as  al- 
leged. After  the  whole  proceedings  were  disposed 
of,  and  honourable  members  were  hastening  to 
get  on  board  the  steamboat,  he  encountered  die 
honourable  member  in  the  street,  who  at  (mce 
took  him  on  one  side,  and  a  long  conversation 
ensued  in'reference  to  the  resolutions ;  yet  the 
honourable  member  expressed  no  surprise,  no 
regret  at  being  absent,  nor  was  anytlung  said 
by  him  about  any  arrangement  having  been 
made  or  departed  from.  He  was  afraid  the 
idea  of  an  arrangement  having  been  come  to 
was  one  of  those  unfortunate  misunderstand- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  which  did  occasionally  lead  him  to 
wrong  conclusions.  He  was  sure  the  Honn 
would   agree   with  him  when  he   remaiM 
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thftt  it  -WAS  not  to  be  snppoeed  for  an  ia- 
•tuit  th»t  the  honoorable  member  for  Cheviot 
would  triUoUy  juislead  the  hanomable  member 
for  fTekon  City ;  bat  those  who  had  engaged 
in  personal  conversation  with  the  hononrable 
mfimber  for  Cheviot  would  be  aware  that  he 
was  apt  to  talk  oeoaaionally  in  a  hasty  way, 
aot  listening  very  patiently  to  what  others 
mig^  say  to  him,  out  talking  very  volubly 
himself ;  and  under  such  circumstances  he 
might  not  pay  attention  altogether  to  the 
remarks  of  the  person  oonveising  with  him. 
He  (Mr.  Fox)  could  not  recall  to  his  mind  any 
•oonveraation  at  all  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber upon  the  subjeot  of  an  arrangement ;  and, 
if  his  reoollection  was  correct  in  reference  to 
what  passed  in  the  Bouse  and  in  the  street, 
then  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
hononrable  member  must  have  bieen  labouring 
-oadet  some  entire  misapprehension  that  any 
understanding  had  taken  place  between  ■  the 
hononrable  member  and  himself  (Mr.  Fox)  with 
leferenoe  to  the  postponement  of  the  question. 
He  did  not  know  that  he  had  anything  further 
*to  say  upon  the  subject,  with  the  exception 
that  he  regretted  the  question  had  been  brought 
before  the  House  on  the  25th  November,  and 
was  then  passed  over  as  it  had  been,  to  be  again 
brought  forward  at  the  present  time.  For  hun- 
■elf,  he  might  state  he  should  not  divide  the 
House,  though  he  could  not  agree  with  the  re- 
solution of  IJbie  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  that  his  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Cheviot  was  cer- 
tainly under  the  impression  that  he  had  made 
some  arrangement  with  the  Colonial  Secretary 
on  the  day  when  the  discussion  was  fixed  to 
take  place.  He  was  the  more  assured  of  this 
because,  in  consequence  of  the  very  strong  opin- 
ion he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  expressed  as  to 
the  position  in  which  the  House  nad  got  itself 
placed,  and  the  indecent  position  in  which  it 
would  get  itself  placed  if  no  answer  were  made 
to  the  Qoveznor's  message,  he  had  set  himself, 
with  his  hononrable  fnend  the  member  for 
Cheviot,  to  arrange  some  resolutions  in  reply 
to  that  message.  On  the  morning  of  the  day 
which  the  Oovemment  had  fixed  for  taking 
the  message  into  consideration,  his  honourable 
iriend  left  him  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock — 
bali  an  hour  before  the  House  met — ^with  the 
view,  as  he  then  understood  him  to  say,  of 
learning  from  some  member  of  the  Government 
what  course  would  be  pursued  by  the  Minis- 
try in  reference  to  the  question.  About  five 
minutes  to  twelve  o'clock  he  went  to  meet  his 
honourable  friend,  who  said  that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  on  that  day  to  take  any  further 
steps  in  leference  to  the  resolution  which  they 
had  been  jointly  considering,  because  hu 
honourable  friend  had  come  to  aa  arrangement, 
he  understood  him  to  say, "  with  Fox." 

Mr.  FOX. — I  -had  never  seen  him. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Or  it  might  have  been 
"  with  Whitaker ;"  but  his  honourable  friend 
had  said  he  had  come  to  some  understanding. 
He  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  immediately  turned  back 
•with  him,  and  they  walked  to  the  House  to- 


gether. On  entering  the  House  his  honourable 
mend  had  asked  him,  on  account  of  his 
(Mr.  WelA's)  being  detained  below,  to  state 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City 
(Mr.  Stafford)  that  he  had  come  to  some 
understanding  in  pursuance  of '  whidi  the 
resolutions  were  not  to  be  gOne  on  wiUi 
that  day.  On  hearing  this  statement,  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  expressed 
great  surprise.  However,  he  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell) 
did  not  feel  called  upon  further  to  interfere  in 
the  matter,  as  he  then  understood  that  a  kind 
of  arrangement  had  been  come  to.  For  his 
part,  he  considered  it  unfortunate  that  aof 
arrangement  should  originally  have  been  oome 
to,  and  especially  the  arrangement  of  the  Post- 
maater-Qeneral's  resolution,  which  resolution, 
he  had  stated  from  the  first,  the  Oovemor  could 
not  be  expected  to  receive  without  replying  to 
it.  As  he  had  before  said,  however,  he  did  not 
choose  further  to  interfere,  and  did  not  even 
consider  himself  called  upon  to  address  any 
observations  to  the  House,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  (Dr.  Featherston)  and 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr. 
Fitzherbert),  just  before  leaving  for  the  South, 
thought  fit  to  go  into  the  question  and  fire  a- 
parting  shot.  Nor  did  other  honourable  mem- 
bers consider  that  there  was  any  obligation 
upon  them  to  take  any  notice  of  the  Governor's 
message,  if  Ministers  themselves  did  not  do  so. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  a  course  was  being 
pursued  very  similar  to  that  whereof  they  had 
had  instances  during  the  present  session,  arising 
from  the  fact  that  private  members  never  knew 
whether  any  member  who  spoke  from  the  Trea- 
sury bench  represented  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  did  not.  When  the  hononrable  memj 
ber,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  gave  notice  that 
he  would  move  next  day  that  the  Governor's 
message  should  be  taken  into  consideration, 
many  honourable  members  as  well  as  himself 
(Mr.  Dillon  BeU)  thought  that,  aa  the  House 
had  got  itself  placed  m  an  improper  positioB. 
towards  the  Governor,  the  step  about  to  be 
taken  was  the  proper  one ;  and  they  therefore 
rejoioed  at  Hie  Government  taking  the  matter 
in  hand  and  extricating  the  House  out  of  a 
difficulty.  In  fact,  they  thought  that  the  course 
the  Government  would  very  lUcely  pursue  would 
be  that  which  had  suggested  itself  to  several 
honourable  members — that,  inasmuch  as  the 
Waitara  Inquiry  Bill  had  gone  through  the 
second  reading  and  was  about  to  be  jjasaed,  a ' 
very  easy  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  be 
found  by  respectfully  referring  the  Governor  to 
the  Commissioa  to  be  appointed  under  that 
Bill.  A  proposition  to  that  efiect  was  made  to 
him  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
(Dr.  Featherston)  some  time  before  the  House 
adjourned ;  but,  siter  the  Government  had  taken, 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Colonial  Secretaiy, 
of  merely  laying  the  Governor's  despatch  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  FOX. — It  was  after  the  discussion  had 
closed. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— Yes;  but  members 
still  felt  that  something  should  be  done  aboat 
answering  the  Goyemox'a  message,  because  th^ 
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Hoiue  «M,  h^  the  Colonial  Secretary's  course, 
left  in  a  position  worse  than  before — no  answer 
haTing  been  proposed  by  Government  or  any- 
body else ;  and  his  hononrable  friend  the  Super- 
intendent of  Wellington  and  himself,  though 
differing,  of  course,  totocalo  on  the  merits  of 
the  matter,  had  yet  eigreed  that  an  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  get  the  House  out  of  its 
scrape.  He  had  accordingly  tried  to  reduce  the 
proposition  then  made  to  some  terms,  on  the 
Tmderstanding  that,  if  the  "  Ashley  "  did  not 
sail,  there  was  to  be  a  debate  on  the  subject 
in  the  evening.  He  believed  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  remember  that. 

Mr.  FOX.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  continued:  But  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  endeavour,  because  he 
'    foand  that  no  proposition  for  relegating  the 
question  of  the  Waitara  Inquiry  Commission 
would  improve  the  position  of  the  House,  in  so 
far  as  it  continued  to  refuse  to  make  a  specific 
answer  to  the  specific  questions  put  by  the 
Oovemor.    He  had  therefore  washed  his  hands 
of  it.  .   Indeed,   he  admitted   the  difficulties 
of  the  case  were   very  great,  from  the  fact 
of   members    on    all    sides    of    the    House, 
-  including  the  Ministers  themselves,  being  di- 
vided   in    opinion.    Hardly    two    honourable 
members  could  be    found   holding  the  same 
views  on  the  main  question,  or  whose  opinions 
entirely  agreed  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken,  or 
Uiat  which  had  been  taken.    He  had  therefore 
thought  it  would  be  much  more  prudent  not 
liimself  to  attempt  any  further  to  mend  the 
matter,  seeing  that  they  had  arrived  at  such  a 
deadlock.    But  he  might  be  allowed  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  stating  that  it  did  appear 
to  him  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  honourable 
members,  when   the   honourable  member  for 
Cheviot  first  came  forward  and  proposed  his 
resolutions — it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  honour- 
able members  to  have  had  the  battle  fairly  out. 
He   had,   before   that   time,   done  his  share 
towards  it.    He  had  tried  to  explain  clearly 
on  a  previous  occasion  the  course  which  the 
Oovemor  and    his   honourable  colleague  the 
member  for  Nelson    City  (Mr.    Domett)   and 
himself  had  taken  at  Taranald.    He  was  still 
ready,  whenever  any  battle  was  to  take  place, 
to  take  his  share  in  it  on  the  two  bases  for 
which  he  had  contended:  one,  the  defence  of 
the  course  which  they  had  adopted  on  that  oc- 
easioB ;  the  other,  that  neither  that  course,  nor 
the  new  circumstances  relating  to  the  Waitara, 
did  in  any  way  affect  the  original  question  of 
the  justice  of  the  war  of  1860.    However,  it  did 
not  appear  to  please  the  House  to  go  into  the 
question,  and  tmf  ortunately  a  very  great  mistake 
iras  thus  committed.  He  took  leave  to  say  that  it 
would  redound  venr  much  to  the  discredit  of  the 
House  that,  after  having  written  and  spoken  on 
the  Waitara  question  as  honourable  members 
<m  all  sides  had  done,  and  after  the  country, 
during  the  course  of  the  last  few  months,  had 
been  so  violently  excited  on  the  subject  of  the 
Waitara,  it  should  turn  out  that,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  speech  delivered  by  himself, 
the    session   should    have    been    allowed   to 
pass  without  any  discussion  being  raised  on 
Mr.maoaSell 


the  subject.    He  might,  however,  for  his  own 
part,  repeat  that  he   would  be  ready  to  fi^it. 
the  battle  out  whenever  anybody  threw  down 
a  challenge  which  should  be  accepted  bjr  others, 
as  well  as  by  himself.    He  had  now  to  make  a^ 
statement,  at  the  request  of  His  Exoelleoey  th» 
Oovemor,  Sir  Oeorge  Qrey,  which  statement  tfa» 
House  would  perhaps  be  pleased  to  Usten  to  with 
some  attention.     He  had  had  the  honoot  of 
being  asked  by  the  Oovemor  that  day  to  make 
the  following  statement  to  the  Honse.   Honoor- 
able  members  would  be  well  aware,  if  they  had 
any  recollection  of  the  statements  whi^  he< 
{Mt.  Dillon  Bell)  had  made  in  the  speech  t» 
which  he  had  just  referred,  that  he  had  then 
declared,  in  the  most  solemn  and  poeitiTe  man- 
ner, that  the  circumstances  relating  to  the 
Waitara   which  were  referred  to  in  the  Go- 
vernor's last  message  were  new  to  the  Governor 
and  to  himself ;  and  he  had  proved  that  tbey 
were  new  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.    He  stiUi 
believed  that  he  was  right  in  saying  that  they 
had  never  been  laid  before  the  Housn  by  any- 
previous  Ministry.    No  honourable  memba  who 
then  heard  him  could  have  failed  to  nndpTntantf 
that,  notwithstanding  the  positive  statements, 
made  in  the  House  and  elsewhere  to  the  con- 
trary, he  had  declared   those    circumstance 
were  new  to  the  Oovemor,  new  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  and  new  to  himself  (Mr.  DiUos 
Bell).    But  he  had  omitted  to  make  one  state- 
ment, which  the  Oovemor  had  now  asked  him 
to  make :  at  least,  though  he  intended  to  have 
made  it,  he  was  not  sure  whether  he  did  make 
it  or  not.    It  was  that,  upon  many  oocaaiona, 
from  the  earliest  time  of  the  Governor's  arrival 
in  the  country,  and  when  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  Waitara  question  were  fresh 
in  his   (Mr.  Dillon  Bell's)  recollection,  when 
every  fact  was  perfectly  dear  to  his  ovm  sights 
on  frequent  occasions  he  had  himself  disputed 
the  accuracy  of  statements  made  to  him  by  the 
Governor  to  the  effect  that  William  King  and  a. 
large  number  of  his  people  resided  on  and  culti- 
vated part  of  the  Waitara  Block  under  a  tnfaal 
occupation.     Sir  Oeorge  Grey  used  oft«i  to- 
say  that  of  this   he  was    himself   cognisant, 
because  he  had  been  on  the  ground  and  visited 
the  Natives  there  in  1849  or  1850.    But  he  (Mr. 
Dillon  Bell)  hud  as  often  denied  the  fact  that- 
there  were  a  large  number  of  people  Uving  on. 
the  block  at  all,  and  as  distinctly  assured  the- 
Govemor  that  whatever  land  had  been  in  the 
occupation  of  William  King  and  his  foUowera 
bad  been  left  out  of  the  survey  when  the  inland 
boundary  was  cut.    This  statement  he  had  so- 
repeatedly  made  to  the  Oovemor — and  once,  as. 
Sir  Oeorge  Grey  that  day  reminded  him,  in  the 
presence  of  the  General — that  His  Excellency 
had  yielded  to  the  conviction  so  urged.    U  he 
had  not  made  this  statement  in  the  House  on 
a  former  occasion,  he  was  glad  of  the  opportU' 
nity  of  doing  it  now,  at  the  Governor's  request ; 
because  it  wonldsatiBfy  all  honourable  members, 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  charge  him  with 
wilful  dishonour  and  untruth,  that,  long  befora 
they  went  to  Taranaki,  the  most  important  of 
the  "  new  facts "  had  been  asserted   by  the- 
Oovemor  to  be  true,  and  yet  positively  denied 
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by  bimself  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell).    For  his  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  of  the  Waitara  purchase  he 
liaaof  course  relied  mainly  on  the  statements 
of  Mr.  McLean ;  and  he  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunitj  of  repeating  to  the  House  a  statement 
be  bsid  made  in  a  recent  debate — namely,  that 
only  the  other  day,  at  Kapier,  Mr.  McLean  him- 
self bad  declared  in  a  public  manner,  to  some 
bonourable  members  then  on  their  way  up, 
febat  the  pas  and  land  which  had  been  occupied 
by  William  King  and  his  people  hsul  not  been 
bought,  were  not  included  in  the  deed  of  sale, 
and  were  not  included  in  the  survey.    On  Mr. 
Mcloean's  arrival  in   Auckland  the  other  day 
be  (Mr.  Dillon  Bell)  had  asked  him  if  this  were 
BO,  and  he  admitted  having  made  that  state- 
ment.     When,  therefore,  the  Governor  asked 
bim  to  inform  the  House  of  what  had  passed 
between  them,  he  at  once  said  that  he  would 
take  the  opportunity  arising  in  the  House  that 
day  to  make  the  statement  he  had  already  done. 
Se  would  now  only  add  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  result  of  the  inquiry  which  the  Waitara 
Commission  would  bring  forth  with  respect  to 
these  pskrtioular  facts,  whatever  might  be  the 
zesult  of  that  inquiry  to  himself  and  all  who 
were  concerned  in  the  Waitara  question,  he 
was  content,  for  his  own  part,  to  leave  that  por- 
tion of  the  Waitara  case  with  which  he  was 
immediately  concerned  to  the  judgment  of  that 
or  any  other  impartial  tribunal.    But  he  must 
continue  to  rest  now,  as  he  ever  did  and  should 
rest,  the  question  of  the  justice  of  the  Waitara 
war  upon  gioimds  totally  difierent  from  any 
gcound  which  could  be  connected  with   the 
present  statement,  or  any  statement  whatever 
baving  reference  merely  to  the  title  to  land. 
He  had  lately  gone  through  the  whole  debates 
and  papers  connected  with  the  affair  in  1860, 
and  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Whitaker,  and 
perhaps  thePostmaster-Qeneral,  no  onaheid,  in 
1860,  laid  more  stress  than  himself  upon  the 
necessity  of  declining  to  settle  the  question  as 
to  whether  there  was  a  good  or  bad  title  to  the 
block,  01  had  held  more  strongly  that  that  ques- 
tion was  essentially  distinct  ttom  that  of  the 
tme  cause  of  quarrel   between  the   Govern- 
ment and   WiUiam   King;    and   he   believed 
he  had  gone  further  in  1860  than  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  because  he  haid  more 
than  once  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  knqw 
there  were  good  claims  of  other  Natives  over 
that  block  of  land  besides  the  claims  of  the 
sellers.     As  to  the  motion  before  the  House, 
though  not  agreeing  with  the  first  few  words 
of  the  resolution,  he  was  content  to  let  it  pass 
without  any  opposition  on  his  part,  expressing 
as  it  did  in  the  main  portion  of  it  that  which 
he  had  consistently,  for  three   years,  main- 
tained on  the  quesUon  of  the  justice  of  Colonel 
Browne's  cause.   He  nevertheless  regretted  that 
the  session  should  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
away  without  an^  opportunity  being  offered  for 
complete  discussion  of  the  question.    For  him- 
self, he  must  say  that  he  felt  this  very  acutely, 
as  any  one  taking  a  prominent  part  in -public 
transactions  must  do  when  such  severe  accusa- 
tiosa  were  mode  against  theii  personal  and 
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Eublio  character  as  had  been  made  against 
is  in  consequence  of  the  part  he  had  taken. 
He  had  certainly  hoped  that  some  of  those  who 
had  been  his  friends  in  former  battles  on  the 
subject  would  have  joined  him  in  refuting 
those  accusations,  and  in  averting  such  a 
position  as  that  in  which  they  had  all  found 
themselves  placed,  by  the  House  having  re- 
frained from  taking  that  course  which  it  was 
expected  to  have  taken  in  reference  to  the 
question.  At  any  rate,  he  had  done  his  own 
duty.    There  could  now  be  no  doubt  on  the 

Sart  of  honourable  members,  if  they  did  not 
isbelieve  the  statements  he  had  made,  that  the 
Government  believed  they  had  discovered  new 
facts — which  were  accordingly  stated  to  be  new 
facts  or  new  circumstances  by  Sir  George  Grey — 
when  they  went  down  to  Taranaki ;  and  that 
these,  or  some  of  these,  had  been  originally 
urged  as  true  by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  denied 
by  himself  (Mr  Dillon  Bell).  It  was  to  have 
some  record  .of  this  that  he  had  ventured  to 
trouble  the  House  with  these  remarks. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILLIAMSON  sUted,  on  behalf 
of  the  Wellington  members — the  honourable 
members  for  the  Hutt  and  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Fitzherbert  and  Dr.  Featherston)  — 
that  he  understood  from  those  honourable 
gentlemen  themselves,  after  they  had  made 
the  remuks  in  the  House  alluded  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace,  that 
they  believed  the  question  was  to  have  been 
brought  on  on  the  evening  of  the  Stb,  but  the, 
leaving  of  the  "  Ashley  "  had  prevented  it.  He 
said  this  in  justice  to  those  honourable  mem- 
bers, who  were  absent,  and  to  whom  reference 
had  been  made.  While  they,  with  others  who 
had  taken  different  views  on  the  subject  from 
those  held  by  the  honourable  members  for 
Nelson  and  Cheviot,  deplored  the  revival  of  a 
discussion  of  the  Waitara  question  at  the 
present  time,  they  did  think  that,  in  justice  tq 
His  Excellency,  it  could  not  be  well  avoided, 
and  they  had  no  wish  to  shirk  it  if  time  had 
allowed  before  the  steamer  left. 

Mr.  COLEKSO  said  that  on  the  day  when  the 
discussion  was  expected  to  be  taken  on  the 
question  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  (Mr.  Fitzherbert), 
who  seemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
discussion,  having  been  postponed,  would  be  re- 
sumed in  the  evening.  He  (Mr.  Colenso)  very 
much  regretted  that  no  discussion  had  taken 

Elace  on  the  question,  as  it  was  his  intention  to 
ave  moved  an  amendment,  which  yet  appearf d 
on  the  Order  Paper  of  that  day  still  remaining 
in  his  clip.  He  thought  a  better  resolution 
could  have  been  framed  on  the  subject  than  the 
one  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  City. 

Mr.  DOMETT  said  with  respect  to  the  Wai- 
tara question  itself  he  did  not  pretend  to  share 
in  the  regret  of  the  honourable  member,  the 
late  Native  Minister,  that  no  inquiry  had  taken 
place  in  the  House.  He  believed  very  little 
good  would  have  resulted  from  that ;  and  he 
thought  any  honourable  member  desirous  of 
making  the  public  acquainted  with  his  views 
upon  the  subject,  or  the  motives  which  had  led 
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him  to  adopt  any  course  of  action,  could  always 
find  other  means  of  making  the  public  so  ac- 
quainted.   There  was  always  the  Press  retuly 
to  make  the  thing  public ;  and  anybody  taking 
the  trouble  to  write  to  an  editor  could  make  his 
wishes  known.    This  course  was  always  open 
to  any  one  choosing  to  adopt  it.    For  his  part, 
he  was  rather  inclined  to  agree  with  a  remark 
made  by  Teira  himself,  and  which  appeared  to 
have  some  wisdom  in  it.    He  said,  "  Let  there 
not  be  confusion — ^toomueh  talk  upon  this  Wai- 
tara question."    He  was  glad  to  see  the  House 
agree  to  that  course,  because  he  thought  that 
no  discussion  the  House  could   have   would 
settle  their  minds — ^nothing  but  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry, a  Court  of  justice,  could  settle  the  matter. 
He  believed  if  thero  had  been  a  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  it  must  have  been  composed 
of  gentlemen  having  strong  convictions  upon 
the  question,  and  the  report  which  they  would 
have  brought  up  might  have  been  affected  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  held  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen.    He  did  not  think  the  report  would 
ave  fairly  represented  the  question  ;  and  the 
better  way  would  have  been  to  respectfully 
excuse  the  House  from  going  into  the  sub- 
ject, on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the   ses- 
sion,   honourable    members   being   absolutely 
required    to  leave,  and   having   already  left. 
Then  the  House  could  have  stated  its  intention 
to  leave  its  decision  open  to  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
which  the  House  had  provided  to  go  into  the 
question.    The  Bill  establishing  the  Court  of 
toquiry  had  been  alluded  to  as  about  to  be  con- 
sidered in  another  place.     Ho  trusted  it  would 
not  be  thrown  out  there,  because,  if  it  were,  the 
Council  would  take  upon  themselves  the  whole 
onus  of  doing  away  with  the  inquiry.    Since  he 
had  come  to  the  House  the  late  Native  Minis- 
ter had  expressed  to  him  that  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Oovemor  that  he  should  state  the  rea- 
sons for  which  the   Proclamation  was  issued. 
One  of  the  statements  was  to  the  effect  that 
new  circumstances  had  lately  arisen,  unknown 
to  the  Qovernment  at  the  time  of  sale.    That 
remark  had  been  written  by  him,  and  he  had 
done  it  simply,  as  he  thought,  to  express  the  Oo- 
Temor's  opinion  and  wishes  with  respect  to  the 
subject.    He  had  written  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  GoTemor's  wishes.      The    Ministry  con- 
sidered themselves,  in  undertaking  this  duty, 
simply    to    be    acting    as    Ministers   would 
)>ave  acted  come  years  ago — as  members  of 
the  Executive,  not  called  Ministers  under  the 
old  form,  before  Responsible  Ministry  was  in- 
troduced in  the  colony.    The  Proclamation  was 
written  under  that  feeling — was  framed  gene- 
rally in  the  precise  form  used  by  former  irre- 
sponsible Executives.     With    respect  to   that 
particular  point  to  which  the  Governor  wished 
him  to  allude,  the  Proclamation  said  "  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  said  purchase  un- 
known to  the  Government  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  of  the  said  land."     On  this  subject  he 
might  state  there  was  a  general  opinion  that 
these  circumstances  were  not  known  to  the  late 
Government.     He   was   sure   at  tho  time  he 
firmly  believed  that  they  wore  not  known.    But 
since  honourable  members  had  declared  that 
Hr.  Domett 


they  knew  them  before,  he  would  not  attempt 
to  decide  between  them.  He  could  only  say  that 
he  firmly  believed  the  late  Government  did  not 
know  these  facts ;  and,  believing  at  the  time  that 
they  did  not  know  them — an  opinion  also  eottf- 
tained  by  the  Governor — the  words  were  inserted 
in  the  Proclamation.  At  all  events,  he  had  pat 
in  those  words ;  and,  he  believed  on  the  morning 
after  the  Proclamation  was  drawn  up,  the  Go- 
vernor suggested  that  the  words  should  be  left 
out,  or  something  to  that  effect  passed  in  a  brief 
conversation.  He  supposed  the  conveisatkai 
between  the  Governor  and  himself  scarcely  toc^ 
a  moment ;  and  he  believed  His  Excellency  talA 
something  about  the  words  being  left  out.  He 
(Mr.  Domett)  had  then  remarked  that  it  would 
be  more  generous  or  fstirer  to  the  late  Goreta* 
meat  to  leave  them  in.  The  Governor  himself 
must  have  been  of  that  belief  shortly  before  the 
Proclamation  was  drawn  up,  and  this  would  be 
seen  by  honourable  members  in  His  Excel- 
lency's despatch  of  the  34th  April,  1863,  showing 
that  the  Governor  thought  the  late  Oovermnent 
had  not  known  them.  In  paragraph  8  of  tlie 
despatch  of  the  24th  April,  1863,  to  his  Gtsoe 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  would  be  found  the  fal- 
lowing : — 

"  But  this  much  I  must  add :  that,  although 
I  have  been  eighteen  months  in  the  colony,  the 
most  important  facte  connected  with  this  Wai- 
tara purchase  were  unknown  to  me  until  a  few 
days  since,  and  must  have  remained  so  had  it 
not  been  from  personal  inquiries  made  by  my- 
self and  the  Native  Minister  on  the  spot ;  tiiat 
from  accident,  oversight,  or  some  other  eoose, 
these  facts  have  not  been  made  public  or  re- 
ported to  your  Grace;  and  that  I  have 
nothing  to  make  me  think  that  my  pirede 
knew  them." 

He  thought  these  remarks  showed  that  tb* 
Governor  knew  nothing  of  these  oircumstanoes. 
However,  the  Gkivemor  might  have  seen  fit  to 
alter  his  opinion  a  fortnight  or  so  afterwards, 
when  the  Proclamation  was  drawn  up. 

Mr.  WOOD  observed  that,  as  there  seemed 
to  have  been  some  misapprehension  as  to  the 
arrangement  between  the  Colonial  Seeretaiy 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Oberiot,  M 
would  first  simply  state  a  fact  of  which  be  bsd 
a  distinct  recollection.  The  honourable  mem* 
her  for  Cheviot  entered  the  House  whilst  tlM 
Colonial  Secretary  was  speaking,  and  took  his 
seat  for  a  few  minutes ;  he  then  went  oat  of 
the  Hou^e  again :  so  the  honourable  member 
must  have  had  the  knowledge  that  the  motiMi 
was  to  be  brought  before  the  House.  He  (Mr. 
Wood)  had  afterwards  met  the  honontaUe 
member  in  the  town,  and  he  (Mr.  Weld) 
had  questioned  him  with  reference  to  the 
speeches ;  but  in  the  coarse  of  oonversatioQ 
he  had  not  in  any  way  alluded  to  uiy 
arrangement  made,  or  any  tmdMstanding 
that  it  was  postponed,  or  appeared  snr- 
prised  that  the  question  had  been  takna  in 
the  House  in  the  way  it  had  been.  He  (Mr. 
Wood)  felt  bound  to  make  a  few  observations 
with  reference  to  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  iat  Wallaee  (lb. 
Dillon  Bell),  in  which  ha  stMt«d  Hbmli  it  ms 
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xather  discreditable  to  the  House  not  having 
debated  fully    and    completeljr  the    Waitara 

fuestion  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  referred, 
'or  his  part,  he  differed  entirely  from  that 
view,  and  thought  the  House  had  acted  wisely 
and  prudently  in  not  fully  entering  into  that 
debate.  It  was  known  perfectly  well  that  there 
was  a  considerable  difierence  of  opinion  with 
reference  to  the  course  taken  both  by  former 
Oovemments  and  the  late  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  Waitara  question ;  and  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that,  had  it 
been  possible  that  any  practical  good  could 
have  arisen  out  of  such  a  debate,  there  was  no 
honourable  member  in  the  House  who  would 
have  attempted  t6  shun  such  a  debate.  But 
when  it  was  foand  that  events  had  taken  place 
which  threw  the  whole  Waitara  question  into 
the  shade — ^which  had  almost  blotted  it  out  of 
the  present  war — he  thought  honourable  mem- 
bers acted  wisely  in  not  entering  into  a  debate 
which  could  result  in  nothing  but  criminations 
and  recriminations,  which  must  have  given  rise 
to  a  great  amount  of  angry  feeling,  and  conld 
not  result  by  any  possibility  in  any  good.  That 
was  one — if  not  the  most  cogent — reason  which 
had  prevented  honourable  members  from  taking 
part  in  that  debate.  No  one  could  regret  more 
than  himself  that  the  House  had  got  pleuied, 
he  might  say  by  accident,  in  the  difficult  posi- 
tion they  were  m  with  regard  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor ;  and  he  only  hoped  that  the  reso- 
lution which  the  honourable  member  for  Kelson 
City  had  tabled  would  have  the  effect  of  con- 
oluding  what,  hitherto,  they  had  avoided — an 
angry  correspondence  between  the  House  and 
the  Governor ;  that  the  Governor  would  be 
assured  that  the  House  did  not  controvert  the 
despatch  which  he  had  himself  written ;  but  that 
the  statements  controverted  by  the  House  and, 
he  thought,  repeatedly  controverted,  were  those 
made  by  the  Natives  themselves. 

Mr.  6.  OKA  HAM  remarked  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STAFFORD,  in  reply,  said  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  might  have  added  another 
reason  to  those  which  he  had  adduced  for  the 
comparative  silence  maintained  by  the  House 
throughout  the  session  on  this  question.  One 
of  the  strongest  reasons  which  had  prevented 
honourable  members  from  initiating  a  discus- 
sion on  the  question  was  really  the  position  in 
which  it  would  place  the  Ministry  which  had 
been  formed  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. It  had  been  the  strong  desire  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  House  that  that  Ministry 
should  be  maintained  in  a  position  to  carry  out 
those  measures  which  the  House  considered 
the  present  state  of  the  country  imperatively 
demanded.  But  amongst  honourable  members 
who  were  equally  anxious  to  support  Ministers 
in  their  present  policy  were  gentlemen  holding 
very  different  opinions  with  reference  to  the 
Svaitara  war;  and  even  the  Ministry  itself 
comprised  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  very 
strongly  opposite  opinions  with  reference  to 
that  old  quarrel,  although  they  entirely  agreed 
now  as  to  the  course  of  action  necessitated  by 
he  present  circumstances  of  the  country.    It 


was  evident  that  to  call  forth  those  old  opinions 
would  have  been  the  means  of  exciting  between 
honourable  gentlemen,  equally  anxious  npw  to 
support  the  Ministry,  feelings  of  irritation, 
which  would  have  mode  it  difficult  for  them 
to  act  together  for  the  present,  and  would 
perhaps  have  placed  some  honourable  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry  in  the  unpleasant  posi- 
tion of  having  to  speak  strongly  in  opposition 
to  each  other.  This  was  the  dominating 
feeling  which  had  led  to  his  own  reticence  on 
the  subject,  and  be  knew  that  those  feelinos 
were  shared  with  him  by  many  honourable 
gentlemen.  -  As  to  the  misunderstanding  re- 
ferred to,  he  thought  it  was  now  perfectly  clear 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot 
must  have  believed  that  he  had  made  some 
arrangement  with  the  Government,  having 
also  said  so  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace ;  and  it  appeared  equally  clear  that 
the  arrangement  had  not  been  with  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  who  had  not  agreed  to  postpone 
the  question,  and  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not  been  aware  of  any  such  arrange- 
ment. In  an  interview  with  the  honourable 
inember  for  Cheviot  just  before  he  left  Auck- 
land that  honourable  member  had,  in  referring 
to  certain  language  said  to  have  been  used  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  said  that  the  honous- 
able  gentleman  had  promised  to  send  him  & 
copy  of  any  newspaper  in  which  the  debate  might 
be  reported,  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
explanation.  With  respect  to  the  remarks 
mode  during  the  debate,  there  appeared  to  be 
only  two  which  required  notice.  The  first  was 
the  statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  at  the  request  of  the  Governor, 
the  meaning  of  which  be  took  to  be  that  His 
Excellency  had,  from  an  early  time  after  his 
arrival  in  the  colony,  expressed  his  belief  that 
William  King  was  occupying  the  land,  at  the 
request  of  that  section  of  the  tribe,  for  tribid 
purposes,  and  that  he  had  known  this  from  the 
years  1849  or  1850 ;  also  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable number  of  people  residing  upon  the 
block.  He  believed  this  to  be  the  purport  of 
the  statement,  further  supplemented  by  the 
fact  that  the  accuracy  of  that  statement  up  to 
the  time  of  their  visit  to  Tarsmaki  had  been 
contradicted  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace.  But  then  came  the  very  remarkable 
fact  that,  the  Governor  having  stated  this 
strongly  as  a  belief  entertained  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  and  having  even  requested  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  to  state  this  to 
the  House,  on  the  very  same  day  the  late  Colo- 
nial Secretary  (Mr.  Domett)  hod,  also  at  the 
Governor's  request,  stated  to  the  House  that 
the  above-mentioned  circumstances  were  agreed 
by  the  Governor  and  himself  to  be  described  as 
new  facts ;  and  the  honourable  member,  in 
support  of  this  opinion  of  the  Governor's,  had 
quoted  the  8th  paragraph  of  His  Excellency's 
despatch  of  the  21lh  April. 

■  Mr.  DOMETT  said  he  had  only  stated  that 
the  Governor  requested  him  to  explain  under 
what  circumstances  those  words  were  put  into 
the  Proclamation.  He  (Mr.  Domett)  thought 
that,  if  the  latje  Government  were  not  aware  of 
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the  olrcumstanceg,  it  was  fail  to  the  pievions 
Government  that  the  words  should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  STAFFORD  said,  whatever  was  the  cause 
of  tiie  words  having  been  inserted,  there  still 
remained  upoq  record  His  Excellency's  own 
despatch  of  the  24th  April,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  until  a  few  days  before  that  de- 
spatch was  written  the  facts  in  question  were 
unknown  to  the  Governor,  and  must  have  re- 
mained so  bad  it  not  been  from  personal  in- 
Quiries  mode  by  himself  and  the  Native  Minis- 
ter on  the  spot.  The  late  Native  Minister  had 
toU  thdji  that  His  Excellency  had  stated  that 
he  knew  these  facts  in  1849 ;  and  he  (Mr.  Staf- 
ford) happened  to  know  that  when  at  the  Cape 
of  Qood  Hope  His  Excellency  was  acquainted 
with  one  of  the  facts  now  said  to  be  new — 
which  was  now  corroborated  by  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace,  that 
the  Governor  knew  the  facts  so  long  since  as 
the  year  1849. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL.— That  His  Excellency 
believed  that  the  tribes  were  living  there  under 
aome  tribal  arrangement  7 

Mr.  8TAFP0BD.  — Yes.  The  Governor 
wished  it  to  be  stated  now  that  he  had  knovm 
that  for  some  years ;  and  yet  in  his  despatch  of 
the  24th  April  last  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
he  hod  said  that  the  fact  was  a  new  one  only 
just  then  discovered.  It  must  be  confessed 
that  these  conflicting  statements,  carefully,  he 
believed,  referred  to  by  two  of  His  Excellency's 
late  Ministers,  were  of  a  piece  with  many  pas- 
sages which  occurred  in  the  despatches  and 
memoranda  of  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of 
the  Waitara — passages  of  such  a  conflicting 
nature  that  it  was  really  difficult  to  know  what 
the  Governor  did  think  or  mean. 

Besolution  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  Mr.  Speaker  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor. 

LAND-PURCHASE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAFFORD,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  copy  of  the  deed  extinguish- 
ing the  Native  title  to  certain  lands  at  the  Wai- 
totara,  and  all  correspondence  relative  to  the 
same,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  this 
House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  three 
o'clock  p.m.  until  Saturday  at  noon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Saturday,  12th  December,  1863. 


Waitara  Qnestlon  —  Third  Beading  —  MarlborouRh 
Ijand  JtegulatlouB  Amendment  BUI  —  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  BUI  —  Mnori  Frisouera  —  Land 
Claims  Settlement  Bill. 

The  Eon.  the  Spbaxxb  took  the  chair  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Pbavkbs. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  that,  before 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
he  had  a  statement  to  make.     First,  with 
Ur.DmtU 


reference  to  the  Waitara  questian.  The  Go- 
vernor had  requested  advice  as  to  a  reply  to  be 
sent  to  the  Council  with  reference  to  the  reso- 
lutions passed  by  them  on  that  snbject,  and 
Ministers  had  advised  him  that  no  reply  was 
necessary.  He  had  also  to  state  that  ti^  pro- 
rogation was  intended  to  take  place  at  twkw 
o'clock  on  Monday. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Auckland  Waste  Lands  Act  Amendment  BilL 

MARLBOROUGH  LAND  REGULATIONS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
The  Miu'lborough  Land  IVegulationa  Amend- 
ment Bill  was  further  considered  in  Committee, 
reported  to  the  Council  virith  amendments,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

NELSON  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Bill  was  considered 
in   Committee,   reported  to   the  Council  with 
amendments,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAORI  PRISONERS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL  moved,  That,  in  th* 
opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  expedient  that, 

before  the  termination  of  the  session,  the  Go- 
vernment should  intimate  the  course  inteod«d 
to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  tiie  prisoners 
taken  at  Rangiriri.  He  thought  it  was  only  right 
and  fitting  that  the  Legislature  should  have  an 
intimation  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Ministry 
intended  to  use  the  large  powers  given  them  in 
an  Act  lately  passed.  He  felt  that  the  Coimeil 
could  not  demand  this  of  the  Govemmeat, 
and  therefore  he  would  be  quite  contented  to 
receive  any  general  answer  from  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General.  The  Council  had,  however; 
a  right  to  ask  the  Government  to  state  what 
course  they  did  not  mean  to  adopt.  They  had 
in  their  hands  the  powers  of  death,  and  it 
would  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  to  the  public  to  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  put  in  exercise  that  extreme 
power  in  the  case  of  the  prisoners  tSLkea  at 
Rangiriri. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MENZIES  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKEB  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  this  motion,  but  he  thought 
it  very  irregular  that  such  a  motion  should 
appear  on  the  Order  Paper  of  this  Council.  U 
it  had  been  put  in  the  shape  of  a  question  he 
would  at  once  have  given  an  answer  ;  but  the 
Council  would  place  itself  in  a  false  position  if 
it  were  to  carry  such  a  motion  as  this  at 
present,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  pi^u  the 
Government  for  information  on  this  subject. 
Now,  the  Government  might  not  have  made  np 
their  mind  on  this  subject;  but  this  was  a 
resolution  bringing  a  strong  pressure  on  the 
Government,  by  declaring  it  its  duty  to  inform 
the  Council  what  course  it  would  pursue :  and 
he  thought  they  should  pause  before  they 
passed  such  a  resolution.  Every  piece  of  in- 
formation that  the  Government  could  lay  b 
fore  the  Legislature  during  the  session  had 
been  laid  before  them  forthwith,  and  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1863.] 


Petition  of 


[HOUSE.]  Wakatipu  Miners.  1029 


couise  would  have  been  adopted  in  this  case  if 
the  Govenunent  had  made  up  its  mind  as  to  the 
ooarse  to  be  adopted'  with  refeience  to  these 
prisoners,  if  it  were  consistent  with  the  public 
Interest  that  it  should  do  so.  At  present  he 
oould  not  tell  the  Council  what  was  intended 
to  be  done,  because  it  had  not  been  definitively 
determined ;  but  his  honourable  friend  could 
not  be  under  any  great  apprehension  that  any 
violent  course  would  be  taken  with  these  men, 
and  he  might  rest  assured  that  whatever  course 
was  taken  it  would  be  tempered  with  mercy. 
He  thought  the  Council  should  not  pass  this 
motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OILFILLAN  sn^ested  that 
the  honourable  the  mover  had  gained  his  ob- 
ject, and  should  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  MEKZIES  thought  that,  after 
the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Gteneral's  reply,  it  would 
be  improper  for  the  honourable  the  mover  to 
piesB  the  question.  His  desire  for  information 
bad  arisen  from  a  different  feeling  from  that 
which  actuated  the  honourable  the  mover. 
His  desire  wtw  that  they  should  have  an  assur- 
ance from  the  Qovemment  that,  in  dealing 
with  those  Natives,  the  Qovemment  would  not 
act  in  a  spirit  of  maudlin  sentimentality ;  but, 
having  the  power  now  once  for  all  to  settle  the 
Maori  difficulty,  the  great  problem  of  New 
Zealand  politics,  they  should,  in  the  words  of 
one  of  our  greatest  poets, 

Strike  once  and  firmly,  and  one  blow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL'  explained  that  he 
had  no  such  intention  as  that  attributed  to 
him  by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General.  He 
accepted  the  answer  given,  though  it  was  not 
80  full  and  satisfactory  as  he  should  have  de- 
sired. He  accepted  the  statement  that  the 
course  taken,  whatever  it  was,  should  be  tem- 
pered with  mercy ;  and  having  elicited  so  much 
ne  would  withdraw  the  motion.  He  wished 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Menzies  bad  not 
been  made.  They  were  all  deeply  anxious  that 
the  measures  now  taken  should  be  a  lasting 
and  final  settlement  of  their  Native  difficulties ; 
but  he  was  as  firmly  persuaded  as  possible 
that  the  only  course  to  be  taken  for  Uie  pur- 
pose of  that  final  and  satisfactory  solution 
would  be  that  course  indicated  by  the  Govern- 
ment —  namely,  that,  however  vigorous  and 
strong  the  measures  might  be,  they  should  be 
tempered  with  mercy. 

The  motion  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

The  Land  Claims  Settlement  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Committee. 

Progress  reported,  and  Bill  ordereo  to  be  fur- 
ther considered  in  Committee  this  day  month. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  Monday  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  18th  December,  1863. 


Southland  Waste  Lands  BUI— Marine  Board  Bill- 
Walters  Qnestion—Adjoamment— Petition  of 
Wakatipu  Miners. 

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

SOUTHLAND  WASTE  LANDS  BILL. 
The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  Southland  VVaste   Lands  Bill 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

'.MARINE  BOARD  BILL. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  in  the  Marine  Board  Bill  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

WAITARA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  FOX  said,  with  reference  to  the  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  House  on  Friday  relating  to 
the  Waitara,  His  Excellency  had  requested  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers  as  to  the  reply  to  be 
sent  to  the  House  in  answer  to  the  resolution, 
and  His  Excellency's  Ministers  had  advised 
him  that  no  further  reply  was  necesseoy. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  FOX  said,  with  regard  to  the  course  of 
business,  he  might  state  that  he  was  then  pre- 
pared to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
until  Monday ;  but  he  understood  there  was  a 
possibility  of  some  messages  coming  up  from 
the  LegisliitiTe  Council,  and  which  it  would  be 
desirable  the  House  should  attend  to  that  day. 
He  would  take  that  opportunity  of  stating  that 
His  Excellency  proposed  to  prorogue  the  As- 
sembly on  Monday,  at  twelve  o'clock.  It  was 
therefore  desirable  the  House  should  meet  at 
eleven  o'clock,  in  order  to  dispose  of  any  busi- 
ness which  might  arise  before  the  close  of  that 
day's  sitting  of  the  Legislative  Council.  He 
would  move.  That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do 
adjourn  until  Monday  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PETITION  OP  WAKATIPU  MINERS. 

Mr.  DILLON  BELL  said  he  wished  to  ask 
the  Government  if  it  was  their  intention  to  take 
any  steps  upon  the  petition  he  had  presented 
from  the  Wakatipu  miners. 

Mr.  FOX  remarked  that  the  question  came 
rather  unexpectedly,  no  notice  having  been 
given  that  it  would  be  asked.  The  petitdos 
asked  that  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  goldfields  might  be  resumed  by  the 
General  Government.  In  answer,  therefore,  he 
might  state  that  the  Government  was  not  pre- 
pared to  take  any  steps  in  that  direction  with- 
out further  consultation  with  the  House ;  and  he 
did  not  anticipate  any  amendment  could  be 
made  without  further  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Government  would,  however,  give  its 
attention  to  the  subject. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  p.m.  until  Monday  next  at  eleven 
o'clock  ajn. 
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[COXJNCJIL.]        His  Excellency.        [Dm.  U 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  liih  'December,  1863. 


AmMdmentB  by  His  Excellency— Messages  from  His 
Excellency— Financial— Prorogation. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  eleven  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

AMENDMENTS  BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  His  Excellency 

in  the   following  Bills  were  adopted  by  tlie 

Council :    Commencement  of  Acts  Act   1862 

Bepeal  Bill,  Foreign  Offenders  Apprehension 

MESSAGES  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY: 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced    the 
arrival   of   messages    from    His   Excellency ; 
which  he  read,  as  follow : — 

"  Mes$age  No.  13. 
"  O.  Gbkz,  Oovemor. 
"  The  Bills  intituled— 
"'The  Religious,    Charitable,   and  Educa- 
tional   Trusts   Act    Amendment    Act, 

1863;' 
"'The  Miners  Representation  Amendment 

Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Secondary  Punishments  Act,  1863 ; ' 
"  *  The  Native  Purposes  Appropriation  Act, 

1863;' 
"  '  The  Sheriffs  Act  Amendment  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Regulation  of  Elections  Act,  1863 ;  * 
" '  The  Auckland  Reserves  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Now  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1863 ; ' 
"'The    Lands    Clauses   Consolidation   Act, 

1863;' 
"'The   Nelson   College   Trust  Lands   Act, 

1303  *  * 
" '  The  Wellington  Patent  Slip  Act,  1863; ' 
" '  The  Commencement   of   Acts   Act  1862 

Repeal  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Jury  Law  Amendment  Act,  1863 ; '    ' 
" '  The  Foreign  Offenders  Apprehension  Act, 

1863;' 
" '  The  Deeds  Registration  Amendment  Act, 

1868;' 
" '  The  Tikokino  Reserves  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Marine  Board  Act,  1863 ; ' 
"  •  The  Goldfields  Amendment  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Vaccination  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Naturalization  Act,  1863 ; ' 

"Local  and  Personal. 
"•The   Auckland    Harbour   Debenture  Act 

1860  Amendment  Act,  1863 ; ' 
"■The  Auckland  and  Drury  Railway  Act, 

1863;' 
" '  The  Bluff  Harbour  and  Invercargill  Rail- 
way and  Extension  Act,  1863 ; ' 
'"The  Bank  of  Otago  (Limited)  Act,  1863,' 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Honourable  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
having  been  presented   to  the   Governor  for 
the  Royal  assent,  he  has,  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty,  assented  to  the  said  Bills. 
"  Q^vemment  House,  Auckland, 
••  Utb  Deoember,  1863." 


"Message  No.  13. 
"G.  Gket,  Governor. 
"  The  Bills  uxtituled— 
" '  The  Provincial  Councils'  Powers  F,Tt«nsi«iii 

Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Provincial  Compulsory  Land-taking 

Aot,  1863 ; ' 
"  ■  The  Wellington  and  Hawke's  Bay  Haval 

and  Klilitary  Settlers  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Civil  List  Act,  1863 ; ' 
'"The  Marlborough  Waste  Lands  Regula- 
tions Amendment  Act,  1863 ; ' 
" '  The  Otago  Waste  Lands  Act,  1863;' 
"  '  The  Auckland  Waste  Lan^s  Acts  Amead- 

ment  Act,  1863  ; ' 
■"The   Otago  Waste    Lands    Act   (No.   3), 

1863;' 
■■  ■  The  Nelson  Waste  Lands  Act,  1863 ; ' 
■'  ■  The  Southland  Waste  Lands  Act,  1863 ;  * 
as  finally  passed  by  the  Honourable  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representativea, 
having  been  presented  to  the  Oovemor  for  Uie 
Royal  assent,  he  has  reserved  the  same  for  ttM 
signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  thece<m. 
■■  Government  House,  Auckland, 
'*  14th  December,  1863." 

FINANCIAL. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  SEWELL,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  <d 
this  Council  a  return  of  any  minutes  or  Order* 
in  Council  under  the  23rd  section  of  "  The 
Appropriation  Act,  1862." 

The  Council  then  adjourned  until  a  qoatte 
to  two  o'clock  p.m. 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

PROROGATION. 

At  two  o'clock  His  Excellency  the  Gk>vzB3r<a 
entered  the  Council  Chamber  and  took  the 
chair. 

A  summons  was  forwarded  to  the  House  ol 
Representatives,  commanding  the  attendance 
of  members  in  the  Council  Chamber;  who  being 
come,  with  their  Speaker, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives said, — 

Mat  it  please  toub  Exceu-ekct, — 

The  House  of  Representatives  has,  daring 
the  present  session,  given  its  earnest  attention 
to  the  various  subjects  indicated  by  your  Ex- 
cellency for  its  consideration  in  the  Speech 
with  which  you  were  pleased  to  initiate  its 
proceedings. 

The  large  measures  of  concession  adopted 
by  the  Qfegislaturo  in  the  year  1863  having 
unfortunately  proved  insufficient  to  extinguish 
that  feeling  of  jealousy  and  hostile  rivalry  on 
the  part  of  the  aborigines  towards  thair  fellow- 
subjects  of  European  descent  which  appears 
to  have  been  growing  for  years,  and  gradually 
stimulating  them  to  actit  of  greater  audacity, 
it  has  been  the  duty  of  the  New  Zealand  Par- 
liament in  this  session  to  devise  means  for  the 
suppression  of  a  formidable  insurrection. 

In  aiming  at  the  aocompIishmeDt  ot  thii 
object  the  Legislatoie  hu  not  failed  to  beat  ia 
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mind  yonx  Ezoellency's  soggestion  that  the 
steps  to  be  taken  by  it  shoald  be  such  as,  while 
sofBcient  to  extinguish  an  existing  rebellion, 
should,  at  the  same  time,  render  similar  risings 
for  the  future  in  the  highest  degree  impro- 
bable. 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  these  views  the 
Legislature  has  found  it  necessary  to  authorize 
the  raising  of  no  less  a  sum  of  money  than 
three  millions  in  anticipation  of  future  re- 
venue ;  and,  while  it  has  placed  large  resources 
in  the  way  of  money  and  men  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  it  has  at  the  same  time 
passed  an  Act  by  which  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  and  the  military  commanders  are 
strengthened  by  the  possession  of  powers  of  a 
very  large  and  unusual  character. 

These  Acts  indicate  the  recognition  of  a 
serious  and  impending  danger,  which  is  to  be 
averted  by  no  milder  measures,  and  they  have 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Legislature  in  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  the  large  powers  thus 
bestowed  will  be  wielded  with  an  amount  of 
eantions  forbearance  limited  only  by  a  due 
regard  to  the  attainment  of  the  essential  ob- 
jects for  which  they  were  designed. 

Though  chiefly  occupied  with  the  Native  dif- 
ficulty, the  House  of  Representatives  has  not 
failed  to  give  its  attention  to  various  questions 
of  great  interest  to  the  colohy  in  ordinary  and 
more  peaceful  times.  Among  these,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  has  been  the  question  of  the 
future  seat  of  Qovemment ;  and  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  has  recorded  its  deliberate 
opinion  that  a  regard  to  the  unity  of  the 
colony,  and  the  just  claims  of  its  southern  por- 
tions to  an  equal  participation  in  the  advan- 
tages of  government,  require  that  its  Executive 
should  be  located  in  some  part  of  Cook  Strait ; 
at  which  place,  also,  the  meetings  of  its  Parlia- 
ment should  be  held. 

The  experience  of  the  working  of  the  nume- 
rous Acts  passed  of  late  years  relating  to  such 
subjects  as  the  disposal  of  waste  lands,  the 
management  of  goldfields.  Marine  Boards,  and 
others,  has  pointed  out  omissions  and  imper- 
fections in  various  directions,  which  we  have 
sought,  by  the  legislation  of  this  session,  to  sup- 
ply and  to  amend. 

The  rapidly-developed  and  increasing  popu- 
lation and  wealtti  of  the  Provinces  of  Otago  and 
Southland,  and  the  number  and  importance  of 
the  business  transactions  consequent  thereon, 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  increase  the 
strength  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  portion 
of  the  colony  by  the  erection  of  a  new  Judge- 
ship. 

For  these  and  other  purposes  connected  with 
the  public  service  it  has  been  the  duty  as 
well  as  the  special  privilege  of  Her  Majesty's 
faithful  subjects  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
of  New  Zealand  to  make  just  and  ample  pro- 
vision ;  and  it  is  in  their  name  that  I  pray  your 
Excellency's  assent,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
of  Her  Majesty,  to  the  Bills  which  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  present. 

Mr.  SpeAkzb  then  presented  the  following 
money  Bills :  Appropriation  Bill,  Loan  Appro- 
priation Bill. 


His  Excellency  the  Oovbbnob,  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's name,  assented  to  the  Bills. 

His  EXCELLENCY  then  deUvered  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : — 
HoNonBAB]:.B  Gentlkmsn  or  the  Lkoislativb 

Council,  and  QbntiiEmen  of  thb  Hodsk  or 

Repbbsentativks, — 

The  diligent  attention  with  which  yon  have 
devoted  yourselves  to  the  business  of  the 
country  enables  me,  after  an  unusually  short 
though  most  important  session,  to  release  yoa 
from  your  legislative  duties. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  that  the  mea- 
sures which  I  have  adopted  for  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion,  the  maintenance  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's sovereignty,  and  the  protection  of  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  these  Islands  from 
lawless  aggression  have  met  with  your  hearty 
approval  and  support. 

'The  signal  success  which  has  attended  the 
operations  of  Her  Majesty's  military  and  naval 
forces  cannot  but  be  a  subject  of  great  con- 
gratulation. The  decisive  defeat  of  the  Wai- 
kato  tribes  by  General  Cameron  and  the  com- 
bined forces  under  his  command  at  Bongiriri, 
and  the  occupation  of  Ngaruawahla  by  Het 
Majesty's  troops  under  the  Queen's  flog,  will, 
I  think,  convince  the  tribes  that  the  cause  of 
the  Maori  king  is  hopeless,  and  will,  I  trust, 
induce  them  to  become  peaceful  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty,  and  yield  obedience  to  the  law. 

While  fully  recognizing  the  responsibilitiei 
of  the  colony  towards  the  Maori  race,  I  ehaU 
not  relax  in  following  up  our  successes  with 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  reduce 
to  obedience  those  who  may  still  ofier  resistaaoe 
to  Her  Majesty's  authority. 

I  regret  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
pass  laws  conferring  tempore^ ily  on  the  Govern- 
ment powers  which,  under  the  British  rule,  are 
only  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  times  of  great 
public  danger.  It  is  my  earnest  wish  sind  in- 
tention to  use  those  powers  so  as  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  ordinary  course  of  the 
law,  and  to  bring  about  a  permanent  peace, 
beneficial  alike  to  both  races,  with  the  least 
possible  amount  of  suffering  and  loss  to  all  Her 
Majesty's  subjects. 

GENTI.EICEN   OV  TEB    HOUSB    Of   BSPBESIHTl- 
TIVBS, — 

My  especial  thanks  are  due  to  yoa  for  the 
prompt  liberality  with  which  yon  have  placed 
at  my  disposal  tiie  very  large  sums  of  money 
for  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  ask,  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  present  crisis.  Yoa 
may  rest  assured  that  these  sums  shall  he  ex- 
pended in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  purposes  for  which  they  have 
been  so  readily  voted. 

The  supplies  which  you  have  granted  for  the 
public  service  shall  be  administered  with  a 
careful  regard  to  economy. 

The  great  increase  in  the  revenue  of  New 
Zealand,  though  the  result  in  a  great  measure 
of  the  prosperity  created  by  the  rich  and  ex- 
tensive gol^elds  of  Otago,  is  also  dae,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  to  the  general  prosperity  which 
pervades  the  southern  districts  of  the  colony. 
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HOSOUBABLE  OeSTLEHEN  AND   OENTLXMEH, — 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  congratulate  yon 
that,  notwithstanding  the  demands  maide  upon 
your  time  for  the  consideration  of  measures 
more  particularly  affecting  the  Northern  Island, 
you  have  been  able  carefully  to  consider  and 
deal  with  those  questions  a&ecting  other  por- 
tions of  the  colony  which  required  your  early 
attention. 

The  various  amendments  made  in  the  laws 
will,  I  doubt  not,  enable  the  administration  of 
the  government  to  be  satisfactorily  carried 
on,  until  the  state  of  the  colony  shall  justify 
my  again  calling  you  together.  I  anticipate 
especially  beneficial  results  from  the  wise 
alterations  that  have  been  made  in  the  land 
laws  of  the  Provinces  of  Otago  and  Southland. 

In  conclusion,  I  call  upon  you  to  join  with 
me  in  an  earnest  prayer  that  it  may  please  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  Events,  to  whose  favour 
we  owe  we  success  which  has  hitherto  attended 
our  arms,  in  his  great  mercy  to  grant  that  the 
tmhappy  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged  may 
be  speedily  brought  to  a  successful  termination, 
and  that  peace  and  prosperity  may  be  thus  re- 
stored to  the  inhabitants  of  both  races  in  these 
Islands. 

I  do,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  now  declare 
this  Assembly  to  stand  prorogued ;  and  this  As- 
sembly ii  prorogued  accordingly. 


HOUSE   OP   BEPBESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  14th  Decembtr,  1863. 

Amendments  by  the  Legislative  Counoil  —  Amend- 
ments by  Hii)  Exoellenoy  —  Business  of  the  Bee- 
iion— Prorogation. 

%Lc.  SfbaXbb  took  the  ohaii  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

AHEKDMEKTS  BY  TEE  LBGISLATTTE 
COUNCIL. 
Hie  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
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Council  in  the  following  Bills  were  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House :  Auckland  Waste  Lands 
Act  Amendment  Bill,  Marlborough  Land  Bego- 
lations  Amendment  Bill,  Nelson  Waata  Lamds 
BiU. 

AlfENDMENTS  BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  His  Excellency 

in  the  following  Bills  were  agreed  to  by  the 

Honse:    Commencement    of   Acts   Act    1863 

Bepeal  Bill,  Foreign  Ofienders  Apprehensian 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  read  the  following  ^nopsit 
of  the  business  of  the  session : — 

Doration  of  tesBion        

Number  of  days  on  which  the  Honse  has 

sat  

Number  of  hours  the  Honse  has  sat— 

Before  midnight         

After  midnight  

Average  length  of  each  sitting 
Number  of  public  Bills  introduced— 

Thrown  oat  on  second  reading ... 

Lapsed  in  Honse  of  Benresentativea 

Lapsed  in  the  Iieglalauve  Council 

Assented  to     

Transmitted  by  His  Excellency  for  the 
Koyal  assent  10 

Supply  BUls       „     a 

—  SI 
Nnmber  of  private  Bills  Introdnoed        ».     4 

Assented  to „ _     4 

Select  Committees  appointed— 

Beported  „       ...       „    13 

No  report  „       S 

-U 

PROROGATION. 

At  two  o'clock  a  message  was  reoeived  from 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  commanding  the 
attendance  of  honourable  members  in  the 
Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Speakeb,  accompanied  by  membeta, 
and  preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  bearing 
the  mace,  proceeded  to  the  Legislative  Council 
Chamber,  when  the  GOVERNOR  delivered  a 
Speech,  in  which  he  declared  the  Assembly  to 
stand  prorogued. 


„SI5  boots 

~   .f     - 

...      4 

...    IS 
-.     5 

as 


END  OF  VOLUME  1861,  1863,  1868. 


Autherlty:  QaoBOB  DmaauBT.  Oovemmeiit  Frintei^  WelUogtaa. 
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